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French CP Votes Ban on

Volunteers for Spain

Soviets Expose Treachery of Blum’s Action While
French Communist Party Gives Him Unanimous
Support To Strangle Spain

People’s Front France gave the
worst stab in the back to the Span-
ish revolution during the past week
by a unanimous vote of its Cham-
ber of Deputies empowering Leon
Blum to ban volunteering in France
and the transit of volunteers
through French territory “if there
is an acceptance by other powers
of an international agreement re-
garding volunteers.” The vote of
approval was unanimous, 590 votes
to 0—all socialist and communist
deputies voting for the measure!
This climaxed a week of blows
against the Spanish Government
forces delivered by the world’s
three leading “democracies,””—Eng-
land, France and the United States.
England led with a ban on vol-
unteers, the United States follow-
ing with a ban on both volunteers
and the purchases of war supplies.
While Italy and Germany continue
to send troops and munitions to
the rebels, the ‘“democracies” sup-
posedly friendly to the Spanish
government bend all their efforts
to strangle it by a boycott which
prevents its receiving munitions or
volunteers.

The Communists and Socialists
voted for the bill “with a heavy
heart”, says the Herald-Tribune re-
port. “A heated debate between
those favoring the Spanish Peo-
ple’s Front government and those
hoping for a rebel Fascist victory
had been expected. Instead the
discussion was brief and digni-
fied.” Even the bourgeois press
is amazed at this treachery of the
Communist and Socialist deputies.

The significance of the measure
was exposed the very same day

by a scathing note of the Soviet
Government to England which
rightly declared that such

“. .. unilateral prohibitive meas-
ures on the part of some of the
participants at a time when other
participants not only remain free
of obligations but virtually con-
tinue to dispatch military conting-
ents to Spain . . . will be equiva-
lent to intervention in favor of the
rebels.”

This makes the action of the
Communist deputies all the more
amazing. Of the Socialist Party it
is hardly necessary to speak. Blum
is its leader and spokesman and it
has always defended the non-inter-
vention swindle. But as to the
Communist Party, what happened
to it that it has abandoned even
the miserable pretense of opposi-
tion to Blum’s Peoples Front at-
tacks on Spain, and lined up in a
common front with the deputies
of the right and the fascist Croix
de Feu? Is this the meaning of
the recent C.P. propaganda for a
“French Front’? The action of the
deputies of the two working class
parties is bound to have repercus-
sions in Socialist and Communist
circles, especially in France and
Spain. Unanimous votes of parlia-
ments containing working class
and capitalist deputies is always
a fearful sign of betrayal of work-
ing class interests, but not since
the vote of German war credits in
1914 has there been anything com-
parable to last Friday’s action.
When the Croix de Feu can vote
for putting powers into the hands
of a People’s Front Government

(Continued on Page 6)

Union Holds Plants As G. M.
Asks Company Union to Parley

Zimmerman Blasts Frey
For Scab Actions In
Auto Strike

Greetings of solidarity and
pledges of assistance were sent to
the strikers in the General Motors
plants by David Dubinsky, presi-
dent of the I.L.G.W.U., and Char-
les S. Zimmerman, head of Dress-
makers Union Local 22, L.LL.G.W.U.

The telegrams follow:

John P. Frey,

We note with shocked indigna-
tion action taken by leaders of
certain craft unions of AFL and by
vou as head of Metal Trades De-
partment in connection with Gen-
eral Motors auto strike. With total
disregard for traditions and stand-
ards of labor movement you have
denounced legitimate strike con-
ducted by bona fide union have in-
structed auto workers to disregard
strike and return to work and have
publicly urged General Motors Cor-
poration to refuse to recognize
United Automobile Workers as
proper agency of collective bar-
gaining. Because of your bitter
factional animosity against TAW
as affiliated with CIO you are deli-
berately engaging in activities that
give aid and comfort to big busi-
ness against auto workers. We are
confident that great mass of work-
ers in AFL remain true to prin-
ciples of solidarity and appreciate
great significance of auto workers
struggle for labor as whole and
will sternly repudiate your con-
duct. In name of thirty thousand
members of Dressmakers TUnion
Local 22, ILGWTU, I want to regis-
ter our protest and indignation and
to call upon you to undo harm al-
ready done and to come out in fuil
support of auto workers strike as
every sincere trade unionist should.

Charles S. Zimmerman,
* * *

Homer Martin,

The General Executive Board of
the International Ladies Garment
Workers Union in session today
voted to extend the fraternal greet-
ings of our organization to the
United Automobile Workers in its
gigantic campaign to win improved

CIO to Unite

Shoe Unions

Plans To Be Submitted
For Referendums In
Three Unions

BROCKTON, Mass. (UNS)—
Plans for uniting three unions of
shoe workers into a single organ-
ization have been completed by a
joint committee representing the
Brotherhood of Shoe & Allied
Craftsmen, the Shoe Workers Pro-
tective Union and the United Shoe
& Leather Workers.

The agreement of the committee
on the subject was announced by
Powers Hapgood, representing the
Committee for Industrial Organi-
zation, which had heen invited by
the shoe unions to aid them in
achieving unity.

The name proposed for the union
to be formed through the amalga-
mation is “United Brotherhood of
Shee Workers.”

The plan agreed upon by the
union representative has been sent
to the general executive boards of
the respective organizations, with
the request that they hold refer-
endum votes of their memberships
to determine their approval of the
merger. A combined membership of
abhout 40,000 is involved.

One of the first objectives of the
propcsed new union will be the
launching of a big organizing
drive, with C.I.O. cooperation, to
unionize some 175,000 unorganized
shce workers.

conditions of lahor organizational
recognition and the right of their
members to bargain collectively
for their economic interests cover-
ing their entire industry. The In-
ternational Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union will wholeheartedly
support your organization in this
great struggie against industrial
autocracy to the fullest extent pos-
sible. Best wishes for the success
of your efforts. David Dubinsky,

President

ENGLAND FINANCES
NAZIS’ REARMAMENT

Reprinted from the New Statesman and

Nation, Jan. 2, 1937.

“The support which Hitler still
has in the City is shown by the
news that what amounts to a cam-
ouflaged loan is being granted to
Germany, with the approval of the
British Government, by a banking
group in which Schroders are the
best known participants. The new
company is called Compensation
Bankers, Ltd. The mechanism is
for Germany to buy from the Em-
pire colonies fats, oils, rubber and
other raw materials—which have
a definite military value. Cash is
paid to the Colonial exporters not
by Germany but by the Banking
Co., which is to reimburse itself
out of the sterling proceeds which
British importers are to pay at
some future date for German man-

ufactured articles as and when de-
livered. The whole thing amounts
to a revolving credit of indefi-
nite duration, and of an indefi-
nite amount, with the result that
other foreign exchange is thus re-
leased for cash purchases—if not
of butter at least of guns. Thus
a foreign loan is being granted to
Germany which will no doubt use
it for further armaments, and it
is being granted without any stip-
ulation even of allocating part of
the foreign exchanges available
to further payvment of the heavy
outstanding  “stand-still”  debts.
That it is made without political
conditions goes without saying; it
can be used for further aid to the
Spanish rebels or for making aero-
planes to bomb Prague—or Lon-

don.”

General Motors Notified
Workers To Return To
Struck Plants

Treachery of the General Motors
Corporation balked efforts at me-
gotiating an agreement with the
Auto Workers Union. Altho the
Union in order to reach a settle-
ment and begin bargaining, had
conceded the point of GM that sit-
down strikers be withdrawn be-
fore negotiation were begun, the
corporation used this move to at-
tempt to import strikebreakers in-
to such plants. In two plants
workers were withdrawn, where-
upon the union was informed by
workers that “they have received
telegrams from the company in-
structing them to report for work
Monday morning, advising them
that if they could not get in thru
the plant gates to come thru the
administration building,” Homer
Martin, president of the union, dis-
closed.

In addition the union definitely
refused to participate in a con-
ference in which the company union
was to be considered as a repre-
sentative of the workers. This
little plan of GM was revealed
when announcement of intentions to
include the so-called Alliances was
made. Thus GM proposes that not
only shall the workers bargain
with the corporation thru their
bona-fide union, the UMWA, and

(Continued on Page 6)

Miners Plan
Harlan Drive

By EUGENE COEBURN

As the CIO prepare to meet the
acid test in the steel, auto, glass
and rubber industries, spokesmen
for the United Mine Workers, the
Committee’s ranking member, is
planning its own organizing cam-
paign strategy against the most
ruthless foe of unionism in the coal
industry. The campaign promises
to be one of the most bitter fights
in the history of unionism in east-
ern Kentucky—the final drive to
organize U. S. Steel-dominated
Harlan county.

To Organize Harlan

Immediate. complete organiza-
tion of Harlan county, no matter
what the price, is the goal of the
United Mine Workers of America.
And to attain this goal every re-
source of the entire organization
will be brought into full play. With
representatives of ten districts
present, a convention was held at
Middlesboro, Ky., Jan. 5 and a
definite plan of action which calls
for immediate organization work
was drafted.

The convention called primarily
to elect a scale committee from
District 19 (where Harlan county
is located) was turned into the
greatest labor rally this section of
the country has seen in many
years. Virtually the entire bitum-
inous field was represented. Both
financial aid and organizers from
neighboring districts were pledge

(Continued on Page 6)
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America Prepares for War thru
Buenos Aires Peace Conference

By ELLEN WARD
HE official call to the “Buenos

Aires Inter-American Confer-
ence for the Maintenance of
Peace” featured the following
agenda, drawn up by the Govern-
ing Board of the Pan-American
Union:

. Organization of Peace

. Neutrality

. Limitation of armaments

. Juridical problems

. Economic problems

. Intellectual cooperation
Before discussing the agenda we

might consider several preliminary

questions:; Why did the United

States call this peace conference

and why at Buenos Aires?

SO WD

The Why of the Conference

It is generally agreed that the
threatening world war was the
prime motive. The American rul-
ing class needs to line up all the
units of its hinterland in prepara-
tion for the war. Could it have
forged all the Latin American
countries into one solid bloc, say
into an American League of Na-
tions, it would have had an effec-
tive instrument at its command.
It is this long view of the future
that inspired President Roosevelt’s
policy of the “Good Neighbor.”

An American League of Nations
would mean not only a most effec-
tive defense but also no mean help
in supplying war’s voracious
needs, for both Americas are vast
storehouses of indispensable raw
materials and supplies for troops.
If these could be “padlocked” by
commor, agreement it would give
the United States tremendous ad-
vantages in raw materials—oil
from a number of Latin American
countries, tin from Bolivia, rub-
ber and coffee from Brazil, ni-
trates from Chile, copper and man-
ganese from Peru, and meat and
wheat from Uruguay and the Ar-
gentine,

Argentina Balks

All these major considerations
and a few “minor” ones—such as
giving Great Britain another
shove towards the Atlantic, ex-
plain the deep chagrin of Cordell
Hull when Argentina lined up the
largest countries against the
American pet plan of an exclusive-
ly American League of Nations.
Argentina of all countries! Ar-
gentina whom we had wooed so
effusively and with such anxious
hope! Argentina whom we “hon-
ored” by calling the conference in
her capital city. Good old Argen-
tina put on a great show for our
chief executive; outdid all Latin-
America in courtesy and warmth
and shouted herself hoarse over the
privilege of entertaining Roose-
velt but when the moment came
for delivering—the pull of Great
Britain upon the economic life and
political thought of Argentina was
too strong. The rope didn’t even
loosen, much less break.

President Justo’s (Argentina)
keynote address spoke out against
a separate American league and
once more stressed the importance
of close cooperation with the
League of Nations.

Saavedra Lamas, her foreign
minister and master of ceremonies
at the conference, led the oppo-
sition against any suggestion of

a permanent machinery for con-
certed American action or any po-
sitive declaration of policy such
as prohibition of export of arms
or loans to belligerents.

On December 15, Harold Hin-
ton, N. Y. Times correspondent
sent the following despatch. “The
Argentina delegation today again
upset the equilibrium at Buenos
Aires by withdrawing its approval
of the Neutrality convention. It
was hinted that the British For-
eign Office had a hand in stiffen-
ing Argentine opposition to the
United States neutrality plan. . . .
Great Britain doesn’t appear to
fear the present scope of the pro-
posal but rather possible future
developments. In the event of war
Great Britain would undoubtedly
be largely dependent on the Ar-
gentine for wheat, beef and mut-
ton.”

And althought the United States
neutrality plan carefully limited
restrictions to arms and loans,
nevertheless Argentina (that is
Great Britain) feared that other
commodities might be included lat-
er if the principle were once es-
tablished, and before she would
even agree to the neutrality con-
vention she insisted upon writing
into it that—*“nothing in the con-
vention interferes with the obliga-
tions of members of the League of
Nations” and insisted upon a fur-
ther reservation as to the export
of food, raw materials and money
to purchase food for belligerents.
It is obvious that all these reser-
vations castrate the whole neutral-
ity plan.

“Culture” vs. Solidarity

Uruguay, siding with the Argen-
tine, also opposed the project of a
permanent consultative commission
charged with settling disputes
which Hull had set his heart on
and included in his neutrality
draft. Uruguay along with Colom-
bia, Chile, and Mexico, insisted up-
on calling a consultative com-
mission only after a controversy
has started. Her delegation also
stated that they were opposed to
American countries adopting sanc-
tions against European nations be-
cause Uruguay’s“cultural relations
with Europe were closer than those
with America and we cannot break
those relations just to maintain

solidarity with Latin-American
countries.”

All these sharp words at a con-
ference begun so auspiciously

grieved the American delegation
no end. Hull had come not only
to establish an American League
but also to secure our hinterland
as well as to reach an understand-
ing that would further pry open
the rich South American markets
to our exports, but he met unex-
pectedly stjff resistance on all
fronts excepting the central Amer-
ican countries which are so com-
pletely under the economic and po-
litical dominance of the United
States.

Saavedra Lamas stated: “I have
had the great satisfaction of being
in charge of Argentina’s foreign
affairs during the last four years
in which there has been a complete
about-face in the relationship be-
tween Argentina and the United
States. There is however one
troublesome question between us
now. That is the insistence of the
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United States on shutting out our
meat by a sanitary regulation that
holds that hoof and mouth disease
is rampant in Argentina, when
everyone knows it is not.” And
a little later:

“As far as the conference is
concerned the United States and
the Argentine show the same ab-
solute divergence of views on for-
eign trade policy as they did. on
the political aspects of the peace
machinery. Argentina has devel-
oped the European methods of bi-
lateral trade balancing, exchange
control and clearing agreements.
It is a policy that conflicts with
that of the United States and this
divergence added to the essentially
competitive nature of the produce
of two countries would make a
trade agreement difficult to reach.”
(N. Y. Times, Dec. 22).

Difficult indeed! It is not diffi-
cult to imagine the state of mind
of the American farmer if the
Roosevelt administration should by
chance decide to let in Argentina’s
beef and hides.

The Voice of Britain

The opposition spoke through
the voice of Argentina but the
words were of Great Britain. De-
spite America’s giant strides in
penetrating Latin America, Eng-
land is still considerably the su-
perior in South America. In Ar-
gentina alone she controls the Cen-
tral Bank, the railways and export
trade; especially since the 1933
trade treaty. And it is now, in
the name of peace, that the Unit-
ed States comes to resume the
struggle against England. Argen-
tina’s foreign trade is greater than
that of all the rest of South Amer-
ica, excluding Brazil, and it is also
greater than Brazil’s. In 1935 Eng-
land’s business with Argentina
reached 705 million pesos. The
United States came second with
342 million and Germany third
with 207 million pesos.

A Case of Total Amnesia

From this brief summary it
should be obvious that the many
words of greeting and rejoicing
and good cheer in the columns of
the Daily Worker had very little
justification. Gannes showed a
woeful lack of understanding of
social forces in Latin America and
of his own imperialist government
when he stated so pompously
(D.W. Nov. 19, 1936) “The Con-
ference can become one of the most
powerful forces to block the fas-
cist drive to a new world conflag-
ration.” And then again a little
later:

“The Inter-American Peace Con-
ference must act to stay the bloody
hand of Hitler and Mussolini. .
By warning the fascist powers that
the United States is ready to act
with all forces standing for peace

the fascist bandits can be
stopped in their tracks”. And on
December 9, “It is the object of the
Roosevelt government representing
American imperialist interests as
it sees them, to create an alliance
of the American nations for the
maintenance of peace.”

To promote such illusions be-
trays complete amnesia of all that
Lenin ever taught about imperial-
ism in its relation to colonial and
semi-colonial countries.

Picture the astonishment of the
Daily Worker when it found itself
“betrayed” so soon after the end
of the conference. In its editorial on
January 7, 1937, it is forced thus
to chide President Roosevelt: “At
the Buenos Aires conference both
Roosevelt and Hull emphasized in
their speeches the relationship be-
tween democracy and peace. They
expressed the view that the de-
fense of democracy means the de-
fense of peace. Now the joint reso-
lution (prohibiting the sending of

The 1936 Elections

LABOR PLAYED NEW
ROLE IN ELECTIONS

By JAY LOVESTONE

O matter what criticism one

may justifiably make of labor’s
conduct in the last elections, it can-
not be denied that, as a class,‘ the
workers played a role more dist.ln.ct,
more important, and more decisive
than in any preceding election
struggles. Granting all the_ vague-
ness and lack of class-consciousness
featuring the attitude of labor to-
ward Roosevelt, yet, it must be ad-
mitted that more than ever before,
did labor appear politically as an
independent entity. This obviously
is a mortal blow to the Gompers
theory of labor non-partisanship
and to the Green practice of “re-
ward your friends and punish your
enemies”’—a practice which almgst
uniformly operates in reverse 1n-
sorar as labor’s interests go.

A no small phase of the conse-
quences of labor’s role in the last
campaign was the death -of }{ut-
cheson, politically. This specimen
of the rankest reaction and ques-
tionable integrity in American la-
bor is politically through, because
the Republican Party, whose ser-
vile tool he had been, has been un-
able to pay him twice in succession.
In Hutcheson’s fold, this is bad
business. And what is bad business
for this type of labor leader breeds
no following!

For the ruling class as such, the
very existence of the Labor Non-
Partisan League and other organ-
izations of this kind, means that
even the most liberal section of
the dominant bourgeois group will
have to deal with labor more and
more as an organized force and
not resort to buying individuals.
Here is a new factor making for a
national Labor Party. In this sense,
the American Labor Party of New
York was far more important than
it appeared to some of the people
who thought that they were toying
with it. Mr. Frank R. Kent, a Lan-
don convert of some calibre, saw
this when he pointed out in the
Wuall Street Journal of November
4th, that:

“The real Third Party movement
in this campaign was mnot the
Coughlin - Townsend-Smith- Lemke
effort. The real one was that pro-
moted by the Lewis-Berry type of
Labor leader who put a full elec-
toral ticket in the field in New
York and one or two other states—
all in the interests of Mr. Roose-
velt.The reason this movement 1is
serious is because its buckers had
no purpose except to lay their foun-
dation. They look to 1940 for their
real effort, and this gives them four
years in which to prepare. Theirs

.| was not a single campaign proposi-

tion but the beginning of a drive
for the establishment of what they
expect to become, ome of two ma-
jor political parties in this coun-
try, and they are too smart to
think that can be achieved in one
campaign or one year.”

Lenin, in analyzing the devel-
opment of the British Labor Par-
ty, time and again made it clear
that the beginning of such a move-
ment necessarily must be vague,
confusing and lacking in class con-
sciousness. Nevertheless, even tho
the leaders of the United Mine
Workers and the I.L.G.W.U. may
not all have understood the dy-

arms to the Madrid government)
inspired by Roosevelt becomes an
abandonment of aid to democracy
in Spain. Thereby it plays into the
hands of the fascist war makers.”
The naughty boys at Washing-
ton! Mean of them to go off on
such a tangent, and let Gannes of
the Daily Worker remain holding
the bag chock full of the rosy il-
lusions of the peoples fronters.
(Concluded in Next Issue)

namic import of their members
stopping work and attending spe-
cial mid-day labor political meet-
ings, vet, for Marxists, the revo-
lutionary implications therein are
clear.

Towards An Undermining Of Two
Party System

It may sound paradoxical and to
the superficial observer it may ap-
pear contradictory, still, the re-
sults of the election make for a
further undermining of the two
party system. Our contention is
based not so much on the strength
of the splinter Democrats (so-
called Jeffersonians a la Colby) as
on the definiteness of the 1936
breakaway from the Republican
Party. The G.0.P. had calculated
on a return to the fold of strong
sections of the agrarian mid-west
and far west. This erstwhile solid
Republican territory is apparently
through with the republicanism of
yesterday and is looking for a new
camp.

It would be far from sound to
conclude that this sector of the
American electorate has already
become or will definitely become
part and parcel of a Democratic
Party in which the “Solid South”
continues to play so dominant a
role. The adhesion of this former
Republican strength to the Demo-
cratic Party todate only emphasizes
the coalition character of the
Roosevelt conglomeration. Within
it there is the germ of tomorrow’s
disruption.

In the same sense the rise of la-
bor as a homogeneous political
force, while but yesterday a power
of strength to the Roosevelt ranks,
is a veritable Frankenstein for the
Democratic Party organization of
tomorrow.

And, of course, we must assume
that the powers that be in the
G.O.P. will also change their “line,”
as it were. They will provide a re-
orientation and reorganization for
the Republican Party. Eaton’s res-
ignation as New York State G.O.P.
chairman was but a straw in the
wind. Hamilton’s days are num-
bered despite his recent re-election
as national chairman at an insu-
rance compary president’s salary.
No one can properly write off a
Party which has managed to at-
tract approximately 409% of the
popular vote. It may lose some of
the 409, but it will attract others
in the procecs of reorientation, re-
organization, and realignment. It

is this process which is far more

significant than the momentary
fortunes at the ballot box. The
forces making for political realign-
ment are today more active than at
any time since 1912,

Modernizing City Machines

In the last elections it became
clear that the powerful city ma-

(Continued on Page 3)
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chines are going to be increasingly
dependent on a national centre for
their efficacy as dispensers of pa-
tronage and agencies of loot. The
pouring of new millions into the
ranks of the electorates, coupled
with the general trend towards
concentration of political power on
a national basis, decree this. Take
the vote in New York on the char-
ter question. The once invincible
and ever-corrupt Tammany ma-
chine was dead-set against the
charter. It flunked. It met ignom-
inious defeat. The charter was
swept in.

Then, let’s take a glance at the
Kelly-Nash machine of Chicago,
and the Prendergast machine of
Missouri. They are at least as
tough and as crooked as the New
York Sachems. Both were fright-
ened by the outpouring of the un-
controlled votes, that is of the as
yet unaccounted for and untagged
voters. But this species of Amer-
ican political banditry will read-
just itself, will modernize its ma-
chinery in order to hold on to its
booty. We would not at all be sur-
prised if the Roosevelt-Farley reg-
ime would make a clever move here
to enlarge the mass base of these
incorrigible political racket alleys
and in this way, without changing
their substance, give them the ap-
pearance of so-called popular clubs.
The “people” would like it. It
would be a sort of an American
edition of the “popular front.” De-
mocracy would appear invigorated,
reaction would appear prostrate,
honesty would appear triumphant
—and the essential role of the city
machines would be undisturbed.
Here would be an application and
a transformation of the Aaron
Burr Clubs of the days of yore.

New Forms For Fascist
Organization

The Lemke-Coughlin-Townsend
fascist menagerie had boasted that
it corralled ten to twelve million
votes. The mere fact that it could
not deliver should not be taken to
mean that this fascist vermin has
been exterminated. No doubt the
subjective forces of American fas-
cism have been dealt a solar plexus
blow. Likewise, the miserable show-
ing made by this triumvirate should
dispell the illusions even of the in-
structed, though illiterate, people’s
front partisans as to the imminen-
cy and potency of American fas-
cism.

However, there can be no more
costly folly than the conclusion
that American fascism is finished
as the result of Roosevelt’s tri-
umph. Such an error is of the same
blood-relationship as the mistake
on the opposite extreme. American
monopoly capital will learn from
the costly and suicidal Republican
strategy in the last campaign. Big-
gest business in the United States
will positively devise new ways and
better means to build a more vig-
orous fascist movement in the
United States. The triumph of
Rooseveltian democracy last No-
vember does not remove the roots
or fertile soil of fascism in this
country. The very nature of Roose-
veltian democracy breeds the brood
and waters the soil for the sprout-
ing weed and the poison plant. It
is only a mighty forest fire care-
fully prepared and directed by
class conscious labor that can de-
stroy the foundation and end the
future of fascism in America.

The Economic Situation

On the economic situation the
election results will have no de-
cisive effect. The process works the
other wav. The election results are
but a reflex of the generally im-
proved economic trend. It was al-
most beyond belief that with a
markedly improved economic situa-
tion under, even if not because of,

INSIDE STORY OF POUM OUSTER
REVEALS DUPLICITY OF C. P.

By LAMBDA
HE international press ascribed

great significance to the gov-
ernment crisis in Catalonia which
resulted in the exclusion of the
POUM from the government.
Strangely enough, the press of the
Soviet Union takes equal delight in
the case. This event has revealed
the policy of the Comintern in Ca-
talonia and in Spain in general.

The crisis in Catalonia was pre-
ceded by a violent press campaign
waged by the official C.P. (PSUC)
against the POUM, seconded by
Antonoff-Ovsenko, the Soviet con-
sul in Barcelona. The POUM was
accused of being anti-Soviet, “fas-
cist” and “counter-revolutionary”—
a procedure in line with the crush-
ing of all opposition movements in
all C.I. sections, as Trotskyite. The
POUM gave a sharp answer in its
press and at mass meetings. It ob-
jected to being thrown in with the
Trotskyites, reaffirmed its pledge
of defending the Soviet Union
against imperialist attacks, but re-
jected the policy of defense of
bourgeois democracy as pursued by
the PSUC. In the course of the
campaign, however, the intentions
of the PSUC were clearly revealed.

CP Plots Against POUM

In a confidential letter to the
CNT, a member of the Catalan
government, the PSUC put up the
following demands: that the gov-
ernment be granted dictatorial
powers, that workers’ control over
the government, the army, the
police, etc. be eliminated and that
the POUM as the strongest ob-
stacle to the realization of these
demands be removed from the gov-
ernment.

The CNT rejected this demand
and notified the POUM. It was then
presented to the government as an
ultimatum, supported by the Es-
querra, the party of the bourgeois
left. President Companys, leader
of the Esquerra, who had been in
the backgriound wuntil then, and
Terradella, another member of the
Esquerra, thereupon assumed a
dictatorial tone and protested the
lack of “discipline” of the political
parties, demanding a strengthening
of the authority of the govern-
ment. The CNT came out publicly
against the exclusion of the POUM
from the government and demand-
ed that unity of action be retained.

The fact that the PSUC finally
did succeed in gaining the support
of the CNT to oust the POUM was
due entirely to a series of ma-
neuvers in which the Communist
Party utterly disregarded its own
principles and certainly all Com-
munist principles. .Taking advant-
age of the anarchist position that
the government ought not to con-
sist of political parties but ex-
clusively of trade unions, the PSUC
reworded its demand to read that
the government be composed of re-
presentatives of the UGT and the
CNT as well as the Esquerra as
the political representative of the
petty bourgeoisie. Up to this time
the PSUC had vigorously agitated
for the reverse, namely, the par-
ticipation of workers political par-
ties in the government—a correct
Communist demand.

CNT Falls Into Trap

The CNT fell into the trap, the
new government being composed of
representatives of the UGT, the

his regime, Roosevelt could be de-
feated. In a momentary sense the
election results have proved a sort
of stimulus to immediate business.
because the campaign was out of
the way. The consistently conser-
vative nature of the Roosevelt pro-
gram now unfolding itself, will, of
course, stimulate big business con-
fidence in itself and in its leader
in the White House. To some ex-
tent, this is a positive factor mak-
(Continued on Page 4)

CNT and the Esquerra. The POUM
as a political party was eliminated.
“Quite by accident” the three re-
presentatives of the UGT turned
out to be PSUC men. The CNT, in
blissful ignorance, believed that the
government was “free of political
influences.” The political signifi-
ance of these maneuvers was point-
ed out by the Plenum of the POUM
in its appeal to the workers of
Catalenia; (La Batalla, December
16, 1936):

“The crisis in the government
was entirely due to the PSUC
which has been a brake on the
revolutionary development of the
Catalan proletariat. The leadership
of the PSUC and of the CNT are
of the opinion that the moment has
come for them to curb the revolu-
tion. That and that alone is the
meaning of the crisis they pro-
voked. They believed the removal
of the POUM necessary because
they know that our representatives
would not have permitted the des-
truction of the achievements of the
revolution.

“The PSUC wants a free hand in
building up a republican army
which would be completely con-
trolled by professional army men.
It wants to wrest control over the
army from the workers. It is striv-
ing to prevent the formation of a
revolutionary army based on work-
ers’ militia.

“The PSUC is aiming to set up
a government with dictatorial
powers, a government in which the
ministers are not responsible to
their respective organizations, in
short, a strong government which
will direct all its efforts to crush
the creative revolutionary instinct
of the proletariat.

“The Central Committee of the
POUM assembled in Barcelona is
duty bound to denounce this ma-
neuver against the revolution. The
entire Central Committee of the
POUM recognized that unity of
action of the proletariat is ab-
solutely necessary in order to
achieve victory over fascism and
to realize the proletarian revolution.
If unity of action is disrupted, we
are not to blame. We have made in-
numerable efforts to maintain
unity, and we are ready to con-
tinue our efforts in order to ad-
vance the socialist revolution.”

POUM Reaffirms Stand

In connection with this, Andres
Nin the representative of the
POUM in the government prior to
its expulsion, said the following in
a radio talk as reported in La Ba-
talla, December 17, 1936:

“From the very beginning there
was a fundamental division on two
essential points; that of war and
of inner security. As far as the war
question is concerned, it is our be-
lief that the remnants of the old
army must be destroyed. The mili-
tia are ineffective and inadequate.
We need an army which will face
the well-armed and thoroly train-
ed troops of Franco and this army
must be a workers army—a revolu-
tionary army. It stands to reason
that we must enlist the aid of
bourgeois technicians. The basic
question, however, is whether con-
trol shall rest with these teche
nicians or with the working class.
We stand for the latter and are
calling for the formation of a war
commissariat controlled by the
workers organizations.”

On the question of the Soviet
Union, Nin stated:

“We were the first to defend the
Soviet Union at a time when those
who slander us today made vicious
attacks upon the Soviet Union. We
are grateful to the Russian people
for the aid they have extended to
us. But then Mexico has also aided
us without asking anything in re-
turn. We insist that the working
class of Catalonia remain the
master of its fate. We shall oppose
interference whatever its source...

We do not reject collaboration with
the petty bourgeoisie if it adopts
a proletarian outlook.”

In raising again and with renew-
ed vigor the slogan for the form-
ation of a workers and peasants
government based on committees
composed of workers, combatants
and peasants, the POUM has given
a constructive answer to its crities.

POUM For Workers’ Rule

The political resolution adopted
by the Central Committee of the
POUM states among other things:
(La Batalla, December 18, 1936).

“The attempt to exclude the
POUM from the Generalidad, the
first step of a comprehensive ma-
neuver which will eventually result
in the exclusion of the CNT as well,
was made in order to remove all
obstacles in the way of curbing
the revolution.

“Under these circumstances, it is
the opinion of the POUM that one
of the most effective weapons to
counter-act the effects of these ma-
neuvers, to safeguard the achieve-
ments of the working class and to
advance its revolutionry aims, will
be the formation of suitable organs,
for the expression of the revolu-
tionary aspirations of the working
class, for rallying the masses and
to form the basis for its future
regime. Parliament as an institu-
tion belongs to the period before
July 19th. Neither its composition
or spirit can serve the present
needs of the revolution. Only a
“constituent assembly” can create
a new society which will be free of
the oppression of landlords and
capitalists—a Union of Socialist
Republics of Iberia.

“The deputies of this Assembly
will not be elected on the basis of
universal suffrage, which is a rem-
nant of bourgeois democracy, but
by the workers, the peasants and
combatants, thru their factory com-
mitteces, women’s auxiliaries and
soldiers’ delegates. This Assembly
must give rise to a socialist recon-
struction of the country and to a
workers and peasants government
representing the will of the masses,
fighting against fascism not mere-
ly for a democratic republic but
first and foremost for a society free
of capitalist exploitation.

“The enlarged Central Commit-
tee of the POUM is of the opinion
that unless there is true workers
democracy which will prevent any
and all attempts at dictatorial
hegemony of one Party the prole-
tariat cannot be victorious. Hence,
it is obligatory that factory com-
mittees are chosen directly in gen-
eral factory meelings, that the
trade unions hold meetings and
that, in short, the entire working
class participate actively and
directly in the discussion and deci-
sion of all decisive questions which
the civil war and the revolution
have raised.

“Our basic slogans at present
therefore must be:

“Dissolution of the bourgeois
parliament!

“A Constituent Assembly of
delegates from factory committees,
from peasant organizations and
from the front!

“A workers and peasants govern-
ment !

“Workers Democracy!”

During the government crisis
one of the leaders of the PSUC
spread the story of an alleged at-
tack on him which proved to be
pure fiction. Such tactics are
characteristic of the way in which
the official C.P. is conducting its
fight against the POUM.

“A Stupid Lie”

The Moscow correspondent of
Temps has the following to say
on the reception of the Catalan
crisis on the part of the Moscow
press: (Temps, December 20, 1936)

“The government crisis which re-
sulted in the elimination of Trot-
skyite (!) elements from the gov-

Nazi Aid to

Franco Shown

M. de Kerillis, the pro-fascist
French deputy, recently returned
from a tour of inspection of Fran-
co’s forces in Spain. The pro-fas-
cist is now not so sure of a fascist
victory in Spain and quotes rebel
sources for the following figures of

foreign troops fighting with
Franco:

“5,000 Germans with special
weapons (that 1is, aeroplanes,

tanks, etc.) and approximately two
other Regular Army divisions—
that is, about.20,000 to 25,000 men.
The total number of German sol-
diers may thus be estimated at be-
tween 26,000 and 31,000,

“Other foreigners fighting on
the rebel side are 2,00 Irishmen,
500 Frenchmen, and 1500 others,
including Italian airmen.”

M. de Kerillis also received from
rebel headquarters the following
estimate of foreign soldiers fight-
ing on the Government side:

“10,000 to 15,000 Russians, most-
ly Regular Army units. 10,000 to
12,000 Frenchmen, all volunteers,
2,000 to 3,000 Belgians, 2,000 to
3,000 Polish, Czech and German
Communists.”

ernment is being heralded in Mos-
cow with obvious pleasure. The
Trotskyite organization, POUM,
has been regarded here as the
cause of disorder and provocation.
Its elimination from the govern-
ment will have the effect of streng-
thening the actions of the govern-
ment. The Trotskyites despite their
participation in the gov’t raised
demagogic slogans calling for a
purely workers government and all
kinds of economic restrictions
against the petty bourgeoisie.

“The unification of all anti-fas-
cist forces is now more necessary
than ever, according to the Soviet
papers. The actions of the Trot-
skyites are aimed at the disintegra-
tion of the People’s Front thru the
exclusion of certain Republican
elements which are fighting in
good faith. The Izvestia writes:

‘The Trotskyites are pursuing a
policy of treason. They are assum-
ing the role of agents of fascism
because their policy serves only the
interests of the Rebels and their
masters, the Germans and the
Italians’.”

To which we might add: It’s a lie
and a stupid lie at that! These
maneuvers of the PSUC inspired
by the C.I. leadership occur, pecu-
liarly enough, precisely at the
moment when the French and
British bourgeoisie are offering to
arbitrate. This had had the effect
of encouraging the bourgeois ele-
ments in the loyalist camp and of
setting back the beginnings of the
proletarian revolution by liquidat-
ing its own organizations and help-
ing to re-establish the bourgeoisie,
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