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C.P.0. CALLS FOR REVOLUTIONARY UNITY

SOIL ACT AIDS
ELECTION PLANS

In essence the new Soil Conserva-
tion Act does not differ from that
of the AAA. Both answer the
agricultural crisis by deliberate
crop destruction, both hope to raise
commodity prices by this method.
It would be a mistake however to
overlook certain new, more reac-
tionary features, contained in the
new proposals.

Following the general trend of
the Roosevelt administration, the
power of the Executive is increas-
ed. The method of crop reductions,
the decision as to which farmers
are to be paid, is left wholly and
arbitrarily in the hands of the
Secretary of Agriculture. No re-
course is left to the existing or-
ganizations of the farmers. Second-
ly, the driving of smaller units of
production out of the process al-
together, 'is continued at an ac-
celerated pace. The farmers are to
be paid for putting their land to
hon-productive  (soil - conserving)
uses, and also for the retirement
of “sub-marginal” lands. Bounties
will be given on the basis of the
ratio of the particular crop of one
farm to the national total. Pres-
umably the smaller the percent-
age, the larger the bounty. Those
lands are most likely to be sub-
marginal, the owners of which have
been financially unable to take ad-
vantage of modern production
methods. (See Workers Age, Jan.
18, for a discussion of this) Thus,
the tendency to large-scale, cap-
italist farming is increased, and the
bounties will go to the big farmers
in increasing quantities. [In “The
Annalist” of Jan. 17, it is estimat-
ed that the five largest wheat grow-
ers received in 1933, benefits total-
ing $182,000; the five largest cot-
ton farmers received a total of
$380,000.]

From a.broad historical point of
view, the revival of the mediaeval
“fallow system” is of the utmost
importance. It should be recalled
that the triumph of capitalist
agriculture was the introduction of
crop rotation, infinitely more pro-
ductive than the feudal method of
exhausting the soil and then al-

(Continued on Page 5)

Long Live the King! Long Livce the
People’s Front in Greece!

With amazing rapidity the
full implications of the present
opportunist swing of the Com-
munist International unfolds it-
self— in each country bringing
its own peculiar poison growths.

In the case of Greece the ul-
tra-left revolutionists of yester-
day bend the knee and pledge
loyalty to King George II—and
all in the name of the struggle
against fascism. Reformist so-
cialism in Germany gave birth
to what was known as “Kaiser
Sozialisten.” The present op-
portunist line has already pro-
duced what we might -call
“Royal Communists.”

The clipping is taken from
Humanite (French C.P. Organ)
of January 8. It reads as fol-
lows:

A STATEMENT OF THE

COMMUNIST PARTY
OF GREECE

ATHENS, January 7th:—A
delegation of Communists ap
peared at the Royal Palace. It

entrg Jes, iSies 13 poijc
A U
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YL
six gPevistes 8t Medsd ude VinBfalne. |
——

Une déclaration
du Parti communiste grec

—_——

L'Agence favas communique ¢
& Athémes, 7 janvier. — Une déiéga-
tion communiste s'est présentée  au 1
palais royal. Elle a fuut une déclaration |
affirmant que le parti que la délégation
represente agira dans le cadre du

regime  actuel, considérant le ro0il
Georges II comme une garantie contre !

le fascisme et contre tout régime auto- |
ntaire. » i

made a statement to the effect
that the Communist Party which
it represented would cooperate
with the functionaries of the
regime since it considered King
George II a bulwark against
fascism and against any auto-
cratic regime.”

Powell Dying; Patterson
Doomed to Living Death

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—If there
was any proof needed to convince
the few who may have doubted
that the State of Alabama was no
place in which the Scottsboro boys
could receive an unbiased trial, the
vicious and murderous attack on
Ozie Powell, who now lies dying in
the hospital, is that proof.

It becomes clear, even from the
meager information trickling thru
the police lines, that the final
shooting of Powell was the culmi-
nating act of a process of cuffing
and slapping by the guards. De-
tails are still wanting but no de-
tails can change the facts that
guards may well take certain liber-
ties with some young “niggers”
when these same guards hear a
Prosecuting Attorney admonishing
a jury not to waste time in dis-
cussion of details but to find the

Not So Hot!

By JAY LOVESTONE

It’s not the weather we are com-
plaining about. It’s the unsatisfac-
tory condition of our campaign that
we are registering.

Our appeals have apparently not
gotten us where we hoped to be—
should be—and must be. Shall we
say: what’s the use of useless ap-
peals? Have our appeals been use-
less? Don’t you want a bigger and
better WORKER AGE? Aren’t
you aware of the urgency of aid to
the world’s most self-sacrificing
heroes—the relentless fighters
against Fascism in the Hitler hell?
And can’t you see that, considering
the vital problems before us, we are
really asking very little?

Nearly three weeks have elapsed:
the first rush days are gone. Yet,
we have to date gotten only about
30% of the total—approximately
£1500.00.

Well, what can we do about it?

First of all, we’ll tell you what
we will not do. We will not turn to
crying. We herewith announce as
our firm policy: death to stereo-
typed begging. From now on we
won’t beg you any more for cash
or pledges.

But what are you going to do, as
your part of the bargain? We con-
fess we dare not answer this ques-
tion for you. We even go so far
as to make no suggestions. You
see: we keep all promises we make.
Our principle is:—Make good on
pledges quickly. In worthy causes,
give cash generously and prompt-
ly. And we know of no better in-
vestment than our $5000.00 drive.
It’s more than 100% returns—for
the labor movement at home and
abroad.

Here we stop. Here you start.

Are we right this time? Say yes.

defendant Patterson guilty in a
hurry.

The strategy of the authorities
may be surmised from statements
that “white men” were behind this
attack. Clearly a case of preparing
the ground for the cry of “reds.”

Judging by the whole course of
the trial nothing can be expected
from the Grand Jury investigation
of this latest assault upon Powell.
Except perhaps to cover up some
of the traces of this crime, and
turn it into a new attack upon
these innocent boys.

A protest mass meeting held in
New York was addressed by Nor-
man Thomas, Charles Zimmerman,
Roy Wilkins, Robert Minor, Angelo
Herndon and B. S. McLaurin.

DECATUR, Ala. — For the
fourth time in his young life Hey-
wood Patterson, heard the verdict
of guilty from an Alabama jury,
which in its benign justice this
time recommended a 75 year sen-
tence rather than death.

From the very beginning the
prosecution showed once again,
what is already known to every de-
cent man and woman—that the
Scottsboro boys eannot and will not
get a fair trial in the atmosphere
of an Alabama court room. This
was proven to the hilt during
every minute of the trial and was
emphasized in the prosecution’s
summary to the jury in which
every low and bestial prejudice
was appealed to in order to secure
a verdict of guilty.

There is hardly a doubt as to the
verdict in the case of Norris, now
proceeding. The decision in the
Patterson case has set the prece-
dent that the prosecution needed.

So biased were these trials that
defense forces are certain of am-
ple grounds for appeal. What is
needed now, is the unstinted sup-
port—{financially and morally—to
the defense now making its last
stand for the life of these Negro
boys.

Communist Opposition Suggests Unity Planks
In Letter to Communists and Socialists

NEW YORK, N. Y.—The National Buro of the Communist Party
(Opposition) has just made public an appeal for the unification into
one party of all genuinely revolutionary forces in the labor movement.

Such unity, says this appeal addressed to communist and socialist
workers, must be realized in order to “save mankind from the horrors
of another world war; to halt the advance of fascism and to overthrow
it where it is already in power; to destroy the whole mad system of
capitalism and to lay the foundations of a new socialist order.” In

AFL OPENS FIRE
ON LEWIS

MIAMI, Fla. — The executive
council of the American Federa-
tion of Labor after several days
of discussion finally took action
against the Committee for Indus-
trial Organization. The Executive
Council considered the existence of
the: CIO as “a challenge to the su-
premacy of the American Federa-
tion of Labor” and called upon the
organization to dissolve. Green,
however, was careful not to term it
an ultimatum and pointed to a
committee of three vice presidents
which is to discuss the whole mat-
ter with John L. Lewis and others
leading the CIO. The Committee
consists of George Harrison, G. M.
Bugniazet and Joseph N. Weber.

The action was not unanimous.
It was learned that six members
of the Council voted against, five
of them because they considered
that Green was pussyfooting on
the issue and the sixth being David
Dubinsky, the only supporter of in-
dustrial unionism on the Council
and an important figure in the
Committee for Industrial Organi-
zation.

The Committee for Industrial
Organization has replied in the
form of a statement by John
Brophy, the Director of the Com-
mittee, in which the A. F. of L.s
decision is interpreted as suppres-
sing the right to discuss the best
ways of organizing the unorganiz-
ed. Brophy insists that this is a
form of dictatorship which fosters
inactivity and stupidity.

Postpone Amendment )

The discussion over the Constitu-
tional Amendment to permit Con-
gress to enact social legislation, as
recommended by the Atlantic City
convention, was finally refered to
the March session of the Executive
Council after it became evident
that the Council itself was divid-
ed. Republican and Democratic
Party politics enters into this dis-
cussion in a big way.

Endorse “Fair Play” Committee.

The Committee on Fair Play in
Sports which has been conducting
an intensive campaign against the
Olympics in Naziland, was endor-
sed by the Council and Matthew
Woll was named as the Federa-
tion’s representative to that Com-

Again Auto Problem ‘

If the Council believed that with
the decision on the CIO it was
done with the question of indus-
trial unionism, it was quite mis-
taken. The question came up once
more in a sharp manner with the
appearance of Frank Dillon, pro-
visional president of the auto-
mobile workers union. Dillon peti-
tioned the Council for the removal
of craft stipulations from the
charter in order to permit him to
organize industrially.

order to realize this the Communist
Opposition calls upon the all revo-
lutionary working class organiza-
tions to cast aside prejudice or fac-
tional advantage and to consider
this problem “from the point of
view of the vital interests of the
proletariat.”

The  Communist Opposition
makes this proposal because it has
become convinced that “neither the
Communist Party, nor the Socialist
Party nor the Communist Opposi-
tion nor any of the other workers’
political groups is today in a posi-
tion to provide the basis for the de-
velopment of an effective revo-
lutionary party of the proletariat.”

However, the Communist Oppo-
sition does not visualize that uni-
fied revolutionary party as one in
which every and any political phil-
osophy can or should be included.
The CPO appeal lays down five
political tenets which it believes
such a party must adhere to if it
is to be able to carry out its revo-
lutionary mission. The following
are the five conditions which #ie
CPO considers as constituting a
“sound political foundation”:

“l. The eclass independence of
the proletariat—the rejecton of
any form of collaboration ¢r coali-
tion with the bourgeoisie.

“2. Revolutionary intenational-
ist opposition to impenalist war
and war preparations—the rejec-
tion of every form of class peace
or support of ‘our ovn’ imperial-
ist bourgeoisie, direst or indirect,
in any war it may vage.

“3. Clarity on the question of
the road to powgr—the practical
recognition of thy necessity of the
revolutionary oferthrow of the
bourgeoisie and the establishment
of a proletariav dictatorship in the
form of worke's councils.

“4, Recognizon of the proletar-
ian class character of the Soviet
government ¢s a workers state en-
gaged in the construction of social-

(Continued on Page 5)

SOVIET REBUFFS
INTRIGUERS

Maxin Litvinov created a sen-
sation when in the course of his
discussion of the charges of Uru-
guay he flatly denied that the Sov-
iet Union was engaged in any pro-
paganda in Uruguay and that the
latter had permitted Therself
to become a tool in the hands
of Italy and Germany who
have been conniving against the
Soviet Union.

Baron Aloisi of Italy was on his
feet immediately repeating the us-
ual refrain of civilization ete.
which characterizes the methods
of Italian foreign policy.

Litvinov further charged that
Uruguay should never have ousted
Minister Minkin before taking up
its alleged grievances with the
League of Nations.
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Through the medium of the
Senate Munitions Investigating
Committee, Roosevelt put the
“heat” to the Bankers in a cute
political circus. Alas for FDR, the
actors—Morgan, Lamont, etc.,—
quit the show before the last act.
More they are having the whole
play banned as “indecent.” The
Nye Committee's liberal tack in
the investigation has swamped
their frail canoe, overladen with
facts too hot for them to handle.
Afraid to attack the House of Mor-
gan as part of the capitalist sys-
tem, they created a personal devil,
J. P. Morgan. All went smoothly
until the last act, House of Mor-
gan’s control of the state and its
puppet Wilson—this was carrying
the thing too far. Nye begs for!
money to continue the show. He
will revise the last act if he gets
it. His as yet uncorked facts are
very valuable, however—the Mor-
gan loan flotation for Great Bri-
tain upon which there was no col-
lateral.

Months ago John T. Flynn, Com-
mittee investigator, let it be known
that the Committee would be

Nyejcom. to Continue;
Morgan Loans Bared

“American agriculture, labor, busi-
ness and banking . . . benefited in
a material way from America’s
great export trade.” Only the U-
boat “outrages’” made the American
people belligerent, and America’s
entrance imperative, Morgan added
and flaunted his pride in his con-
curring sentiments with that of
the people! That Germany was
forced to retaliate against Mor-
gan’s loans and supplies to the Al-
lies; that the Morgan-controlled
press fomented the atrocity stories
—this the Nye Committee failed
to unmask; that 1913-14 found the
United States in the trough of a
depression; that the nation was a
debtor nation; that its German and
Austro-Hungarian market was cut
away, and therefore the United
States, a growing capitalist power,
was forced by its dependence on
the world market to seek new
markets, so safe-guard these new
markets when threatened with an-
nihilation by joining the Allies in
their war—all this the Committee
evaded.

That Roosevelt intended the in-
vestigation as “pressure politics”

smeared on the 5-yard line, short-
circuiting a touchdown. With no
funds, with the State Dep’t refus-
ing documents, with the Committee
itself terror-stricken at its “audac-
ity,” the expose is practically end-
ed. Its evidence todate is invaluable
despite the failure to smash home
the obvious conclusion that the
House of Morgan’s war activities
are synonymous with the White
House. The former dictates to the
latter because of the nature of cap-
italism, in which the Morgan firm
is supreme.

From the start the House of
Morgan granted a loan to the
French Government after the
Wiite House was persuaded that
“?Wlmercial loans” were justifiable
(in asubtle distinction it was found
that his was not floating foreign
bonds) It became the agent of the
British Government. As the war
progresssd the Morgan House
handled 21 orders for the Allies
and all lowns. Of the total export
trade between 1915 and 1917 they
garnered 84%. Were they paid for
these order? ”Yes”, declared
George Whitmy, “in every instance
the money was paid.”

Outstanding n the investigation
are the revelatons of how the
House of Morgin dictated war
policy to the White House. Its pres-
sure forced sanctiming of loans;
its threat to withd:aw support of
the pound sterlhg, initiating
financial collapse of the Allies, was
a powerful club smashing into the
weak-kneed Wilson ind bringing
instantaneous obedienee. Lansing,
Morgan’s messenger it the White
House, delivered the orders to
Wilson, Balfour, Lloyi George;
countless others in the Allied camp
worked in collusion with the firm.

Were the Bankers responsible
for America’s entrance in the
World War? “No,” said Morgan.
In the beginning all classes,
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against his political foes, and a
demagogic pretence of anti-Banker
sentiment, does mnot obviate the
splendid raw material unearthed
by the Nye Committee, which the
labor movement alone can inter-
pret.
—S. H.

POLIGE DRUG
CAR MEN

OMAHA, Neb.—Despite the most
desperate attempts of the police, it
is becoming increasingly clear that
the striking car workers, indicted
here on a charge of criminal syn-
dicalism, are being embroiled in a
first class frame up. Besides the
usual police methods of planting a
stool pigeon inside the union—in
this case R. E. Marchand—the lo-
cal police department thought up
an improvement in the usual tech-
nique. In order to force confes-
sions from the strikers the de-
fendants were drugged and then
beaten.

According to latest developments
the police are concentrating on the
three leaders of the union (J. C.
Perkins, Wallace Pike and C. W.
Pike) who withstood all torture
and made no statements at all.
They are being tried under the
charge of criminal syndicalism.
Despite the slownéss with which
defense forces are getting under
way news of this impending trial
is spreading rapidly, many trade
unions learning of this case for
the first time.

Albert Goldman of Chicago will
probably take over the defense of
these workers.

PHILADELPHIA
BERNARD HERMAN

speaks on
Fascism and Democracy
On
Sunday Feb. 2, 8 p. m.
at

329 PINE STREET
Phila., Pa.

Auspices: Phila. Section C.P.O.
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International Communist Opposition

This is an enlargement of a stamp being sold now (in de-
nomination of 10c and 25c¢) by members and friends of the
CPO, as part of the drive to raise a fund of $5,000. As funds
are raised they are allocated three ways—extension of our
organization work, enlargement and improvement of Workers
Age, and for the Communist Party of Germany (Opposition),
to be used for underground work.

We are glad to be able to an-
nounce that the long expected and
much asked for articles by Jay
Lovestone on the present situation
in Europe are about to begin to
run in Workers Age.

The recent trip thru the most
important countries of Europe may
be compared to the trip which Com-
rade Lovestone made in 1932. Upon
his return then he was accused by
many of being unduly pessimistic
about the situation—this becausc
he foretold the victory of fascism
and decried the tacties of both
Communists and Socialists which
made this possible. Who was richt
history has proven.

Once more Lovestone returns
from an extensive trip and again
those who prefer wish-thinking
and day-dreaming to facing reality
are shouting pessimist, alarmist!
‘What Lovestone has to say about
recent developments you will learn
by following the scries of six ar-

LOVESTONE TO WRITE SERIES
ON EUROPE IN FERMENT

ticles which begins in the next
issue of Workers Age. Here are
the titles in the order of their
appearance:

1. Hours of Decision in France.

2. Rebuilding the German Labor
Movement.

3. “The British Commonwealth
of Nations.”

4. Soviet Union—The Dawn of a
New Day.

5. World Labor in Transition:
(two articles)

A. International Social Demo-
cracy.

B. The World Communist Move-
ment.

We don’t know how you are fixed
for money but if you want to take
a tip from us subscribe to Workers
Age immediately. It is the best
guarantee against missing any of
these articles so neccessary to a
thoro understanding of present-day
Europe.

PROPOSE GCC FOR
AIR GORPS BASE

The administration is seriously
considering a proposal to create an
air-corps in the CCC, under its
“educational” program. This re-
velation was made by Vidal, air
commerce bureau chief, at a hear-
ing of the House Military Commit-
tee. The latter was considering a
bill providing for the supervision
of flying instruction in private
flying colleges, colleges and uni-
versities, by the Air Corps.

The CCC has long stood condem-
ned as one of the basic recruit-
ing grounds for the military
power of American Imperialism.
This new step which must be
fought vigorously, is frank con-
firmation of the accusation. Vidal
testified that “until recently the
object of the U. S. as well as lead-
ing foreign powers had been for
quantity in aireraft and pilots,
now we and they are interested in
quality.” Translated, this means
that the broad bases of tremendous
rearming of the imperialists on a
war-time footing has been laid, and
the intensification of this drive is

Vol. V, No. 5 Sat., Feb. 1, 1936

TO $5,000 FUND?

the new stage of preparation.

HOUSE DEFEATS
BONUS VETO

After years of struggle, the
veterans, who made the world safe
for democracy, have finally forced
the payment of their bonus. The
method that is scheduled to carry
is the issuance of “baby bonds” to
the sum of about 2 and 1% billion
dollars, redeemable after June 15th.
The overwhelming defeat of the
Presidential veto not only shows
the pressure of the veterans’ lob-
bies, but the pressure of the crisis
on the veterans themselves.

The Executive veto was based
on the following strategy: Roose-
velt can come before finance-cap-
ital as having “done his duty”; he
can come before the middle classes
as having done his best to avoid
increased taxation; and, he can
come before the veterans, saying
that a Democratic Congress passed
the bonus, and his veto wasn’t
decisive anyhow.

The ruling class was forced to
vield, but did so only because it
saw a way of shifting the finaneial
onus to the broad masses. Workers
and farmers must fight for a pro-
vision for payment by big-capital.

\ On the
LABOR FRONT

LaGUARDIA AS PEACEMAKER

Mayor LaGuardia has stepped

dustry in an effort to compose the
differences between the manufac-
turers’ groups and the union. If
the Mayor fails to bring about an
agreement New York will see over
100,000 workers tie up the indus-
try completely.

Leaving nothing to chance the
Joint Board of the Dressmakers,
under the leadership of Julius Hoch-
man, has made all preparation for
the strike.

A mass meeting of shop chair-
men was attended by several
thousand and was addressed by
President Dubinsky, Julius Hoch-
man, Charles Zimmerman, Luigi
Antonini, and others. President
Dubinsky was elected Chairman of
the strike committee with Hoch-
man as first vice-chairman.
 Dubinsky warned the manufac-
turers that the union’s demands
would be increased if a strike has
to be undertaken.

BUILDING SERVICE STRIKE

Building  Service  Employees
Union, Local 32B, has gone on
strike. Many buildings in the
Bronx, as well as in the fur and
garment district have been affect-
ed. The union demands wage in-

and a 48 hour week. Negotiations
are proceeding and some buildings
were forced to sign up because of
the sub-zero cold wave.

The union also announces that
15,000 of its members may be in-
volved in a general strike simul-
taneously with the pending strike
of the garment workers.

SEAMEN’S UNION ASKS
GOV'T INQUIRY

The Maritime Federation of the
Pacific Coast is in for a tough
time. Besides the Chamber of Com-
merce, the shipping interests and
the Department of Justice—all of
whom are dead set against the
militant federation—the Interna-
tional Seamen’s Union has joined
the pack.

The convention has ordered its
locals to withdraw from the Fede-
ration because “the Maritime Fede-
ration has been functioning con-
trary to the law of the Interna-
tional Seamen’s Union and the A.
F. of L.?

The convention has also un-
animously passed a motion calling
upon President Roosevelt to inves-
tigate conditions on the west coast.
Harry Bridges, militant leader of
the Federation, has also endorsed
this request. He stated that the
shipping interests would be found
responsible for the present state
of affairs on the west coast.

FURRIERS PLANNING STRIKE

For some reason or other all the
associations in the garment trades
are riding high these days. The
fur manufacturers have refused to
meet the demands of the Interna-
tional Fur Workers Union and a
strike in New York appears un-
avoidable.

INDIANA STILL UNDER
MARTIAL LAW

Clark and Floyd Counties have
been placed under martial law by
Governor Paul V. McNutt. Troops
were sent because of strikes in the
shirt plants of these counties. This
makes it a total of four counties
now under military rule. Strikers
are being arrested under various
charges but the bulk refuse to go
back into the shops until their
union is recognized. )
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into the situation in the dress in-

creases, in some cases up to 40%,
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WAR, FASCISM, AND THE MIDDLE CLASS

- By WILL HERBERG

The problem of developing an
effective mass movement against
war and fascism is an acute one
today; it confronts the advanced
sections of the working class with
an urgency that will not be denied.
The gravity of the situation is
fully appreciated on all sides and
there is undoubtedly the most fer-
vent desire to build up such a mass
movement. But good intentions, as
the recent Cleveland congress of
the American League Against War
and Fascism so amply proved, are
unfortunately of no avail where
there is no understanding. Nothing
is more imperative at the present
time than a thoro and basic dis-
cussion of the whole problem.

Some Marxist Fundamentals

It is necessary to begin with
fundamentals. Under conditions of
modern capitalism — Marxism
teaches us—no social movement
can possibly be genuinely progres-
sive unless it is, in some sense, a
labor movement. For, under modern
conditions, the "proletariat alone
has the class independence enabling
it to play a consistently progres-
sive role and the class power to
make its social action really ef-
fective. Unless it is firmly rooted
in the working class, no movement
can hope to develop enough clarity
and force to challenge capitalism in
any important respect. If this is
true in general, how much more
true is it for a struggle against

“war and fascism in which the very
foundations of the existing system,
objectively and by implication at
least, are called into question? In
the United States a movement
against war and fascism must be
a labor movement, a movement of
the laboring masses based on the
organizations of labor, or it is no
movement at all!

This conclusion is bound to
arouse the objection that, since the
working class is by no means the
whole of society, even in a country
like ours, to conceive the anti-
fascist movement as a labor move-
ment means to restrict it unneces-
sarily and therefore to limit its
force and power. Why not, we are
asked, appeal to the people as a
whole? Nobody wants war; no-
body wants fascism—that is, no-
body but a mere handful of reac-
tionaries. Why not, then, appeal
to everybody, since the broader the
appeal, the more numerous and
powerful the movement? Why al-
ways harp on “labor” and thus
make it more difficult to attract
millions of people who have no
direct interest in or connection
with the labor movement? It is
very good, of course, for trade
unions and labor organizations to
support the struggle against war
and fascism but, after all, they
constitute merely one of the ele-
ments in the movement and, -per-
haps, by no means the most im-
portant one. Such is the viewpoint
commonly held in liberal circles
and such is the viewpoint that,
under the slogan of the People’s
Front, seems to have determined
the activities of the official Com-
munist Party up to the Cleveland
. congress of the American League
and, to a certain degree, even after
it.

Cleveland Congress Thru Eyes
of Liberals

The liberals make no bones about
it. William P. Mangold’s report in
the New Republic (January 22,
1936) childishly absurd in every
important respect, is at least clear
in this. “The success of the League
depends,” he assures us, ‘“on its
ability to enlist all elements in the
country that are opposed to war
and fascism. Among these were....”
And then he proceeds to enumerate:
anti-fascist and peace organiza-
tions, church and religious, civil

‘movement against war and fascism

tions and so on and so on! The
proposal, made at the congress by
spokesmen of the S.P. and of the
C.P.0., to dissolve the American
League into a new, broad labor

is characteristically transformed
by Mr. Mangold into: “. .. the or-
ganization of a special anti-war,
anti-fascist body among the trade
unions” (my emphasis—W. H.)—a
sort of adjunct, apparently, to the
churches and peace societies! The
paragraph in the Nation (January
22, 1936) is quite in the same
spirit.

In substance, if not in form, the
liberal viewpoint is faithfully re-
produced in the official communist
press. After having been inform-
ed that less than 10% of the dele-
gates to the congress—197 is the
grand totall-—came from trade
unions of any sort, we are calmly
assured that “solid gains (were)
made during the last year by the
League in extending its base and
broadening its scope. . . .” (Daily
Worker, January 7, 1936). What
does this mean but that those res-
ponsible for the congress (or at
least for the story in the Daily
Worker) see the “base” and the
“scope” of the movement else-
where than in the trade unions, for
how otherwise could they plume
hemselves on an anti-fascist and
anti-war organization over 90%
aon-labor in character? We may
be told that the Daily Worker
should not be taken too seriously,
that its reports are mere ballyhoo
and face-saving. But even bally-
hoo and face-saving have their
political logic and may point signi-
ficantly to the fundamental orien-
tation in the background.

Why the Emphasis on Labor?

The problem still remains: Why
the “exclusive fixation” wupon
labor? Why “narrow down” the
movement, instead of “broadening”
it out by appealing to the people
as a whole? Let us translate these
questions in concrete class terms.
When the “people as a whole” is
spoken of, as something more than
the working class, what is meant
is, of course, the petty bourgeoisie,
the middle classes of town and
country. The problem is, therefore,
the relation of the proletariat to
the petty bourgeoisie in the strug-
gle against war and fascism.

Under the influence of the
strategy of the People’s Front and
of the new opportunist course as a
whole, there has grown up such a
tendency to idealize the petty bour-
geoisie that we are in danger of
losing our Marxist moorings. At-
tention is called to the growing
discontent and to the increasingly
radical mood among the middle
classes and the conclusion is drawn
therefrom that the petty bour-
geoisie has become a powerful pro-
gressive social force on which a
movement against war and fascism
can securely be based. But it is
necessary to state plainly that, as
a class, the petty bourgeoisie is in-
herently conservative; only under
certain conditions do sections of
it assume a progressive character.
All sense of Marxism and of so-
cial reality points to this conclu-
sion and yet its denial is directly
implied in the entire official com-
munist attitude to the petty bour-
geoisie today.

Only when they form part of a
social movement which is working
class in character and which is
under working class leadership, can
middle class elements play a pro-
gressive role. In the class struggle
against capitalism, the petty bour-
geoisie is a welcome and, indeed,
necessary ally—but the alliance
can have meaning and force only if
it is under proletarian hegemony.
Perhaps it may be useful to recall
another fundamental Marxist con-
ception—that, in modern society,
only the proletariat can rise to the

rights and defense groups, edqca-
tional, farm, women’s organiza-

level of an independent and leading

that all of the intermediate strata
all sections of the middle class, can
have historieal significance only in-
sofar as they fall behind either the
proletariat or the bourgeoisie!

The Petty Bourgeoisie and Fascism
Under present conditions, the
petty bourgeoisie no longer has the
social capacity to play an indepen-
dent role in the class struggle. If
it does not act under the leadership
of the proletariat, it is bound to
fall under the influence, direct or
indirect, of the bourgeoisie. And
this is especially true of those
movements, such as fascism, in
which the petty bourgeoisie, thru
an act of collective self-deception,
believes itself to be a genuinely in-
dependent force on the stage of
history. Here we see clearly how,
under prevailing conditions, ap-
parently spontaneous, superficially
independent movements of the-pet-
ty bourgeoisie—plebian, even “re-
bellious” in character—develop
directly into fascism. “The leading
representative of the small pro-
ducer who has not yet forsaken
‘his own standpoint’,” Lenin warn-
ed us long ago, “is very frequently
that of the anti-semites. .. .” In
fact, it is not too much to say that,
as things stand today, any petty
bourgeois movement, not firmly
under the leadership of the prole-
tariat, bears within itself an im-
pelling tendency towards fascism.
Not only, therefore, is an anti-wa:
movement of a predominantly mid-
dle class character doomed to utte:
futility but ultimately it may even
become a serious difficulty, perhaps
danger, to the very cause which it
is ostensibly out to serve.

The leadership of the proletariat
in a broad, popular movement
against capitalism in certain of its
aspects, such as war and fascism.
is not to be achieved by radical
phrases or by “clever’ manipula-
tions behind the scenes. The Cleve-
land congress was not a working
class gathering despite the speech-
es of Hathaway and Browder and
despite also the remote control of
the C.P. The Cleveland congress
was a petty bourgeois gathering.
a conference of miscellaneous mid-
dle class groups together with a
bare sprinkling of labor organiza-
tions. The hegemony of the prole-
tariat may be securely establish-
ed only thru bringing the petty
bourgeois masses under the in-
fluence of a united and aggressive
labor movement, a movement

place, upon the organizations of
labor!

True Aspect of a People’s
Movement

A labor movement is not simply
a movement embracing large num-
bers of workers—as should be ob-
vious from examining the Demo-
cratic Party or the Catholic
Church. It is a movement of the
class organizations of labor,
especially of the trade unions, for
in advanced capitalist countries
the trade unions are the basic or-
ganizations of the working class.
A labor movement against war and
fascism means, therefore, a move-
ment with a firm trade union base
and of a predominantly trade union
character, yet rendered all-in-
clusive thru its ready accessibility
to all workers organizations what-
ever without regard to political or
other distinctions. Such a move-
ment could atfract large sections
of the middle classes and, what is
more important, could turn their
activity into definitely progressive
class channels. This is how a real
peopie’s movement should be built
up—rooted in the labor organiza-
tions, leading the masses of the
petty bourgeoisie against capital-
ism!

Anti-faseist and anti-war sen-

timent is more widespread among
the American workers today than
it any other time in recent
lecades. The Atlantic City conven-
ion of the A. F. of L. last October
eflected the temper of organized
abor in the strong stand it took
wgainst fascism and against Italian
mperialism in Ethiopia. Spontane-
yusly, and with very little encoura-
zement, many unions are making
orave efforts of their own to
‘nitiate united action. The senti-
ment is there, vague and unclear
perhaps but very significant none-
-heless. The task of a real move-
ment against war and fascism is
lo give organizational form and
power to this widespread senti-
‘ment in the ranks of labor, to lend
it clarity and direction. It will not
lo simply to get together a few
>f the more progressive local
anions as a “labor base”; the prob-
'em is to give broad organizational
axpression to the rising spirit of
those hundreds of thousands of
workers who are just awakening to
the necessity of “doing something”
about war and fascism.

Such a movement will probably
not make as brave a show as the

based, primarily and in the first

congresses of the American

League nor will it pass such high-
sounding resolutions. It will cer-
tainly not be a “left” movement.
It will be elementary, hesitant,
crude, ideologically immature, cau-
tious to the point of conservatism,
burdened with old prejudices and
outlived conceptions. But it will be
a class movement! It will carry
American labor just a little way in
a fight against the fascist menace
—no further than labor is ready to
go at the moment—but that little
will mark the beginning of a move-
ment bearing within itself truly
far-reaching potentialities. And,
under present circumstances, this
is the supreme task of the Marx-
ists.

Sectarian Futility Under

“Radical” Phrases
It is not surprising that the
Trotskyites, whose morbid sectar-
ianism now bids fair to out—do the
worst excess of the “third period”,
ridicule the very idea of such a
broad, united front labor move-
ment against war and fascism.
Since it obviously will not accept
the revolutionary internationalist
position on war, a movement of
this character—they maintain—
must necessarily become only a
trap for the workers, ete., etc. Any
one who has the courage to plough
his way thru the columns of the
New Militant will find this view-
point expressed in all its glory. Is
it really necessary, at this day and
age, to deal with such “arguments”
of degenerate leftism? Haven’t
they been answered to the hilt in
the polemics of the last seven
years? On war as on political ac-
tion, the sum and substance of
Trotskyite wisdom seems to be
that, if labor is not ready at the
present time to accept the proper
revolutionary slogans, it can just
2o hang; short of a revolutionary
struggle, there is nothing that or-
ganized labor can do in fighting
war and fascism. This may sound
very “radical” but it is plainly the
most extravagant sectarian futil-
ity.

As Marxists, we should know
how to distinguish between revolu-
tionary anti-war and anti-fascist
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