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At First
GLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

N this country we are woefully short

of alert and critical progressive jour-
nals. We have hopes that The American
Spectator in its new form will hel'p meet
this need. From the contents of its first
jssue, one assumes that we will have an
interesting and effective political 'm'ontk}-
ly. We are especially indebted to it for
the article “Wage Slavery in Ngw Eng-
land” by John Lowell. Its findings are
a challenge to the leadership of the big
needle trades unions to intensify their
struggle against intolerable working con
ditions.

The article on “All the News Printed
to “Fit,” is a real piece of research and a
contribution to the study of the proudest
specimen of American jouralism. Turn-
ing the searchlight on the New Y(?rk
Times’ evaluation of Lenin over a period
of years, the author George Simpson, Te-
veals to us some startling facts. We cite
here but one of the many gems dug up
by the author. It is from none other
than M. J. Olgin, now editor of the
Freiheit. At the close of 1917, Olgin as,
an expert o Lenin for the New York
Times wrote the following:

“Lenin’s program . . . is in keeping
with his general political conceptions.
It follows the line of least resistance.
It formulates things that can easily
be grasped by an untrained mind. It
throws out a bait to attract the m.ob.
At the same time it avoids touching
upon the most vital problems. IE
would seem that Lenin’s ‘radicall§m
only blocks the road of the Russian
Revolution by calling forth a rgactgon
and by adding to the disorganization
of a country shaken to its founfla-
tions. Here, as ever, Lenin’s tactl'cs,
seemingly extreme, are in reallt.y
weakening the strength of democra'tlc
Russia. Lenin is a man who sees hf,e’
only from the angle of his own ideas.

Apparently, time has been of' great
helppgo Com);ade Olgin. In the light of
this it is very easy to undergtand why
today Olgin is feverishly trying to be
holier than the Pope himself.

T this moment it is very difficult for

any one to set the exact day and
hour when the first shot will be ﬁx.'ed‘on
the African front. Likewise, jt is im-
possible to-day to indicate definitely how
soon the Italian imperialists’ attack on
Ethiopia will be transformed into a
world war. However, two items burl.ed
in the financial columns of our da}ly
press are of sinister sig’niﬁcance. as in-
dices of the rapidity with which the
events are moving these days towards a
new world war.

Scrap steel exports from the U.. S. to
Japan have risen 800 per cent. in the
last thirty months. No doubt some of
this material will be returned to tbe
Americans in the not distant future in
the wounds inflicted through shrapnel.
Scrap steel exports to Italy from -the
U. S., according to figures compiled by
the American Iron and Steel Institute,
have increased by 450 per cent. In gen-
eral, the sale of scrap steel by the U. S
within the last two and a half years is
double the total of the preceding eight
years.

The other index we have in mind is to
be found in the huge increase of forgxgn
funds seeking haven in the American
investment market. These funds are
coming to the U. 8, to Wall Street,
mostly via London and are thoroughly in-
ternational in character. That is, the
bourgeoisie of practically every Euro-
pean capitalist country ijs well repre-
sented among the exporters. The vast
increase in gold imports by the U. S. is
to be attributed primarily to fear of war
on the part of European capitalists.

Let no one make the mistake of think-
ing that the rapid piling up of moun-
tains of gold in the U. 8. is a sign of
any real strength of American capital-
ism or that this will prove a factor for
even momentary stabilization in the
U. S. The very opposite is the case.
The U. S. is dlready economically chok-
ing because of the plethora of unused
and unusable capital. The augmenta-
tion of this fund can only insure further
and more serious complications. Besides,
at a moment’s notice European investors
for sundry reasons may suddenly begin
to withdraw their funds from the U. S.
and thus generate another force for
precipitating a crash on the stock market
of such grave dimensions as to bring
gerious disruption in industry and ex-
change. It would be well not to forget
the influence of just this factor in the
1929 stock market crash. History does
repeat itself ever more painfully, espe-
cially in the realm of capitalist crises.

WAR FINDS AN ALLY

Efimov in Moscow Pravda

Relief Chiefs
Make Discovery

There is no keeping a secret from
Harry Hopkins and his bright lads in
Washington. Perplexed by the problem
of increased production without a simul-
taneous increase in the number of em-
ployed—a direct contradiction to their
more business less unemployment formu-
la—Mr. Aubrey Williams, right hand
man of Harry L. Hopkins has at last
discovered what is common knowledge
to every thinking person, namely, that
it is due to “increased efficiency which
permits employers to produce more
goods than before with fewer men.”

The solution proposed by Mr. Williams
illustrates what a blind alley our pres-
ent system is in. He thinks that an ap-
peal to the employers’ instinct of .charity
might result in increased employment of
labor. “Unless,” he says, “industry is
willing to adopt deliberately a policy of
sharing increased business with workers
there is not much hope of the workers
getting anything out of a business pick-
llp."

Since American industry is not run
exactly along charitable lines the pros-
pects for over ten million’ unemployed,
entering upon the seventh winter of
crisis, is black indeed.

With the whole Roosevelt burocracy
shouting “things are getting better” no
one was more surprised than the relief
bufocracy itself to discover that unem-
ployment has not decreased but on the
contrary it has increased.

Says Mr. Williams, Assistant Relief
Administrator, “Business absorbs new
business without increasing employment.
They get a dividend out of it but no new
jobs are created. . . . Even the National
Industrial Conference Board says there
is more unemployment now than a year
ago.”

Nevertheless the relief rolls are shrink-
ing because “we have become pretty
darned hard-boiled on relief. We’ve re-
duced expenditures almost 100 per cent
since June.” So says Aubrey Williams
whe wants the employers to be less hard-
boiled by hiring more workers than they
need.

Mooney Fights

For Freedom

Once again, after nineteen years of
imprisonment Tom Mooney and Warren
K Billings are in court hurling the
charge of frame-up against the judicial
system of capitalism.

Little, if anything can be expected
from the hearings now going on before
referec Shaw but the significance is the
exhaustion of state avenues and the
opening of the door for a final appeal to
the Supreme Court of the United States.

We are sure that every class-conscious
worker sees the importance of this move
and will do everything in his or her
power to help financially and otherwise
to make this final effort to liberate Amer-
ica’s most famous political prisoners
Tom Mooney and Warren K. Billings.,

EXPECT WAR IN TEN DAYS

Memel Election Campaign
Shows Nazi Drive Eastward

The elections to the Memel Diet, which have assumed the significance of a
national plebiscite, have béen extended for another day because of the complicated
balloting which made possible the participation of only 60% of the electorate

during the first day of voting.

Disorders are widespread and charges of falsification are flying thick and fast,
Clashes between Nazis and Lithuanians have occurred and several have been killed.

The Nazis who received over 80% of the vote in 1932 are claiming an even
more sweeping victory in this election while the Lithuanians insist that Nazi senti-
ment has declined and claim at least 25% of the vote.

The election is being watched with great interest in all the capitals of Europe.
In Berlin the vote is éxpected to add strength to Nazi demands for the return of
Memel to Germany. In Great Britain, France and Italy, who had warned the Nazis
against any interference in the election, the result may indicate new international

complications.

In Moscow the results are being awaited with great uneasiness for

Memel is practically at the front door of the Soviet Union and Nazi designs upon

Russia are well known.

Slowly but surely Hitler is developing his immediate program calling for the

return of all of Germany’s colonies.

C.IL Resolution on Fascism
Shows Dangerous Omissions

By AUGUST THALHEIMER

The full text of the resolution on Di-
mitroff’s report has now been published.
In comparison with the report, the reso-
lution is an improvement on several
points tho it still contains a number of
serious shortcomings which may have
dangerous consequences unless they are
corrected.

It recognizes the “temporary defeat of
the proletariat in Central Europe.” The
belated official acknowledgment of this
fact is a step of progress inasmuch as it
presupposes the necessity of learning
from the defeat.

WHAT IS FASCISM,

Fascism is defined in two different
ways: once correctly as a peculiar form
of the dictatorship of finance capital as
a whole. Secondly, incorrectly, as the
“open terrorist dictatorship of the most
chauvinist and most imperialist elements
of finance capital.” The second defini-
tion leads to the conclusion that there
are less chauvinist, imperialist elements
of finance capital who are opposed to the
fascist dictatorship. In fact, there have
been various remarks in the press of the
Communist Party of Germany to the ef-
fect that sections of the hourgeoisie raay
want to be rid of the fascist dictatorship.
The German Social-Democracy is noted
for its reliance upon the anti-fascist ac-
tion of the Reichswehr, of the top bu-
rocracy and a section of the capitalist
class. It is therefore necessary to mee!
such deviations and confusion with au
unequivocal and clear definition of the
fascist dictatorship.

The fact that the resolution warns
“against dangerous illusions that fascism
will collapse automatically” is not acci-
dental. These illusions were very wide-
spread in the Communist Parties, and
they are closely related to the theory of
the “third period.”

The resolution correctly states that the
united front movement is still “in the very
first stages of development.” It goes on
to say that in France “the first advances
of fascism have been defeated.” This
substantiates the widespread notion
among the French working class and the
French C.P. that fascism in France has
been decisively defeated and repelled. On
the other hand, one can interpret this
to mean that the present stage of the
united front struggle in France is not as
yet completed but merely a beginning.

THE UNITED FRONT

The resolution lacks a concrete anal-
ysis of the weaknesses and errors of the
united front tactics in France. Such an
analysis becomes all the more necessary
in view of the fact that the united front
in France has becomé the international
model of united fronts. The warning
aguinst mechanical transference of tac-

tics from one country to another as con-

We Are Still at §1 W. 14th St.

under his bed for bombs.

a tenant.

Last week we announced that the # orkers Age and the New W orkers
School were moving to new headquarters. We thought we were. Terms
had been agreed upon, and the lease drawn.

Then at the moment of signing, the Men-Higher-Up discovered that
the Rivera mural series “Portrait of America” was moving to their Building.
THE MEN-HIGHER-UP WERE, IT TURNED OUT, THE ALL-
PERVADING ROCKEFELLER INTERESTS. And when a Rocke-
feller hears of a Rivera mural he gets the Red jitters and begins to look

That’s why we must delay our moving. In a way we're glad. We
' don’t like the Rockefellers as landlords any more than they like Rivera as
Watch for our next announcement.

tained in the resolution on the report of
the ECCI, was not applied as the discus-
sions of the 7Tth World Congress have
clearly shown. The guarantee against
such mechanical transference is a thoro
criticisin of the experiences and practice
of the united front in France by the In-
ternational. Only such a thoro examina-
tion of the question will make for a non-
mechanical generalization of the experi-
ences of France to all countries. There
has as yet been no adequate discussion of
the French united front.

The resolution states that the estab-
lishment of the united front will be “the
most important immediate task of the
international working class in the pres-
ent historical epoch.”

UNITEDL FRONT
AND SEIZURE OF POWER

After seven years of the ultra-left
course, after the heavy defeats of the
working class in Germany and Austria
which were closely tied up with the fail-
ure to apply the united front it was un-
doubtedly necessary to emphatically
point out the fundamental significance
of the united front as a turn to the re-
formist organizations. If, however, the
tactical turn on the united front question
is not to lead to serious opportunist er-
rors, the CI must at the same time de-
termine the limits and the aim of the
united front. A Congress of the CI does

(Continued on Page 4)

Nazis Murder
C.P.O. Leader

Inside of a year the Leipzig organiza-
tion of the CPG (Opposition) has to
mourn a second victim through death in
its ranks. Within this year comrade
Heinrich Plaas was brutally murdered in
the Leipzig police prison.

We are informed that on August 23,
1935, Comrade Anna Schumann, func-
tivnary of the German Communist Oppo-
sition died in the Waldheim prison. Com-
rade Schumann was a veteran of the
Leipzig labor movement. She was active
in the days of August Bebel and Lieb-
knecht and then she first took her place
amongst the front-rank fighters for so-
cialism. Soon she became most active
in the building of a left-wing in the Ger-
man labor movement. During and after
the war, she took the road leading to
Communism and became a Communist
representative in the Leipzig Municipal
Council. In 1929 she lined up with the
opposition to fight against the sectarian
course of the Comintern., The numerous
arrests in her active career did not break
her physically or spiritually. Because of
her age, the Nazis offered her freedom if
she were to retire from the class strug-
gle. She turned down this offer with
contempt. On August 23rd, the Nazis
followed up this offer with an announce-
ment by the Gestapo that Anna Schu-
mann has just died.

Immediately after her death, the Ges-
tapo began to persecute her family. A
few days after her burial her niece, a
mother of four children, was immediately
arrested and put into the same cell in
which Comrade Schumann was murdered.
This was done to torture her family still
more brutally. The CPG (Opposition)
appeals to the international working
class to rally to the support of the fight-
ers against Hitler’s barbarianism and to
render immediate real assistance to the
victims of the Nazi terror.

Ethiopia Mobilizing Nation
For War—War Expected
Within Ten Days

The 1talo-Ethiopian conflict took a new
turn when pressed by native chiefs Em-
peror Haile Selassie, notified the League
of Nations that he cannot mark time any
tonger while Italy continues to strength-
en its armed forces in Eritrea and Soma-
iland, and intends to immediately mob-
ilize the nation for war. ‘

This statement from Ethiopia was
made public after the Italian represen-
catives at the League had once again de-
clared that war in Ethiopia could not
possibly be avoided, that it was too late
for Italy to turn back. In view of this
statement and Ethiopia’s ‘'mobilization
observers expect hostilities to be opened
within ten days. R

What is still worrying Italy is the at-
titude of Great Britain. Il Duce has gone
out of his way to make clear thru public
declarations as well as thru private con-
ferences that Italy has no intentions of
harming British interests. The repre-
sentatives of Il Duce have been working
overtime in an effort to isolate France,
apparently without success, for England
continues to parallel Italy’s war prepa-
rations with its own in the Mediterra-
nean and in Africa.

England has even gone further and
has declared that any aggression against
France on the continent would be con-
sidered as a step towards war and would
lead to Britain’s support of France. This
announcement was a sevére blow to Italy

Miners Secure
Wage Increases

George S. Ward, secretary of the
Harlan County Coal Operators Ass'n,
announced that all members of the
association have decided to pay the
scale agreed upon in Washington
between the U.M.W. and the oper-
ators.

At the same time it became known
that a reign of terror against the
miners still continues in Harlan
County. Representatives of the
U.M.W. appcared before Governor
Laffoon and he dispatched General
H. H. Denhardt at the head of Na-
tional Guard troops to make a thoro
investigation.

The strike of the 400,000 bituminous
miners has been settled after 6 days of
negotiations and practically all miners
will have returned to the pits by Tues-
day, October 1. The exceptions are the
'miners of Virginia and Tennessee and of
Perry and Harlan Counties, Ky., where
the operators have refused to sign the
contract. In these mines the strike con-
tinues until the agreement is signed.

The new contract i8 to run for 18
months instead of 12 as proposed by the
union. The six hour day and five day
week was not secured, the agreement
continuing the seven hour, five day week.
The increases secured in wages will total
about 90 million dollars a year.

The following are the terms of the
agreement: (1) increase of 50 cents a
day for day workers; (2) increase of 9
cents a ton for tonnage men; (3) in-
crease of 10 per cent for “yardage” or
“dead work,” compensating the miners
for clearing up rock or slate; (4) in-
crease of 9 cents on the ton for pick
miners.

NOTE NEW DATE

Hear

Bert Wolfe

“THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE SEVENTH WORLD
CONGRESS OF THE
COMMUNIST INTER-
NATIOAL”

IRVING PLAZA
15th Street & Irving Place

on

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9th

Questions and Discussion
ADMISSION 15 CENTS
Auspices:

COMMUNIST PARTY US.A.
(OPPOSITION)
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The saddest commentary on the state]|-

of the Communist movement in Amer-
ica is that it is necessary to review
Earl Browder’s Communism in the Unit-
ed States in the columns of the Workers
Age. In this book all the revolutionary
virtues of the communist heart have been
poisoned by the revolutionary vices of
the non-communist head, resulting in a
tragic mental disorder which has al-
ready caused incalculable harm to the
Communist movement here, there and
everywhere and to which the Commu-
nist Party (Opposition) in this coun-
try owes its independent existence as an
organized faction of Communism in the
always difficult and sometimes discour-
aging struggle for Communist sanity.
Restoration to sound health has been
slow and as yet far from complete. In
fact, new complications have set in. But
that old disorder, so brilliantly diagnosed
by Lenin, as infantile leftism, in which
the patient’s revolutionary fever chart
registered way above normal for a per-
iod of over five consecutive years, dur-
ing which he was in a delirium most
of the time, mumbling such fantasies of
his fever-racked brain as “new revolu-
tionary wave”, “workers are seething
with revolt”, “revolutionary upsurge of
the masses”, “great offensive struggles”,
“wide-spread and deep-going radicaliza-
tion”, “party is lagging behind the rev-
olutionary mood of the masses”, is just
about a thing of the past.

However, a serious reaction has set
in and the revolutionary temper of the
patient is now a little below normal so
that in a semi-ossified state, his red
blood a little thin in his veins, he not
only repudiates his former “leftist non-
sense” and “sectarian mistakes”—al-
ways welcome and never too late—but
mumbles vaguely about ‘“non-aggression
pacts”, “democratizing the Senate”, a
Labor Party that “can fight off hunger
and economic chaos”, and “united labor
tickets supported by Democratic, Repub-
lican and Civic Clubs.” But the essen-
tial thing is that the patient is still
alive, the seven lean years are almost
over, and just as sure as day follows
night, the patient will recover and our
much-too-long independent existence as
an organized, principled, but principally
abused and maligned faction of the Com-
munist movement, will come to an end.
But until such time. . . .

BITTLEMAN DELIVERS
THE INVOCATION

The introduction to the piece de resist-
ance was prepared by our old comrade-
in-arms, Alex Bittelman. “Earl Brow-
der’s book offers the key to an under-
standitg of Communism in the United
States.,” In these words, swollen with
rectitude, Bittleman christens a mot-
ley collection of papers, reports, address-
es, and discussions written or delivered

A Review of Earl Browder’s “Communism in the U. S. A.”

during the last three years, most of
which bear the unmistakable touch of
the master, some the official imprimatur
of a Party Convention or Central Com-
mittee but arrogated none the less by
the master, one so far removed by intel-
lectual if not blood ties from his gen-
erally acknowledged limitations as to
create serious doubts as to its supposed
source, and yet all about as honest, in-
telligible and helpful “to an understand-
ing of Communism in the United States”
as the Papal Bull to the understanding
of Christ. “It was produced by one who
is guided by the scientific theory\ of
Marxism-Leninism and by its great mas-
ters—Marx, Engels, Lenin,” plus the in-
evitable “Stalin.” If hindsight were
foresight and revolutionary romanticism
revolutionary realism, were ritual sci-
entific method and the gods invoked by
prayer, were things not what they are
and the U. 8. the S. U., then and only
then could Dr. Bittelman pass this col-
lection of Browdercsques off as the
Americanized essence of “the scientific
theory of Marxism-Leninism” without
causing the very invocation of the ripest
fruits of communist wisdom from turn-
ing, like the apples of Sodom) to ashes
in his mouth, Our comrade-in-arms
Stalin put it very well—in another con-
nection, of course— when he exclaimed,
“It is enough to make even a horse
laugh.”

THE DEFECTS OF
BROWDER’S “COMMUNISM”

The defects of Communism in the
United States are the defects of the
official Party in this country in pro-
gram, tactics and inner life sonce the
purge of 1929, when Stalin’s exhorta-
tion of 1926 to keep “Hands off the
American Party! It is developing in
the right direction. It is doing good
work”, was repudiated by the peerless
leader himself and the party was turned
topsy-turvy in the short space of a few
months, to denounce the leadership and
policies that had won the overwhelming
endorsement of the Sixth National Con-
vention of the C.P.U.S.A. to the tune of,
I believe, 95 delegates to 7.

They are the defects of a strategical-
ly placed clique of the C.I., ruthless and
all-powerful, who, differing with the
strategy and tactics, methods and per-
spectives for the creation of a strong
world movement for communism that, in
the words of Marx,* must be “interna-
tional in content, national in form,” vio-

*Now amusingly attributed by sycophan-

tic ignorance to Stalin.

Fact vs. Fiction

A. F. L. State Convention

The accuracy of the Daily Worker in
writing about anything in which the
“Lovestoneites” are concerned, can be
compared only with that of the Hearst
papers in dealing with the “Reds.” But
surely a little more than Hearstian
brazenness was required in putting over
the “job’ in regard to the recent annual
convention of the New York State Fede-
ration of Labor!

It is well known that this convention
was the first at which a new and refresh-
ing breath of progressivism was intro-
duced into the stale atmosphere old-line
union politics. Thelmilitant fight put
up by the representatives of Dressmak-
ers Union Local 22, LL.G.W.U., in be-
half of a number of important progres-
sive measures, transformed the entire
character of the gathering and won the
support of a large number of delegates.
Reports in the press (New York Times,
for example) showed that the signifi-
cance of this new departure was not
missed. But simply because the delegates
of Local 22 were Charles S. Zimmerman,
a “Lovestonrite,” and Murray Gross, a
militant Socialist, the Daily Worker
found it necessary grossly to falsify its
account of the convention and to repeat
its lies with emphasis in an editorial
reply to a reader later on. Fortunately
the official report of-the proceedings of
the convention is at hand and against
this the “accuracy” of the Daily Worker
may be tested.

Writes the Daily Worker (September
2, 1935):

“The Lovestonite Zimmerman did
not introdure the resolution (on the
Labor Party) that was discussed on
the floor of the convention, ... An-

other Loveston=ite, Gross, declared

on N. Y.

that he had introduced an entirely dif-

ferent resolution. . . . Gross vaguely

said that the Executive Council of the

A. F. of L. should ‘study’ the question

of a Labor Party.”
Now as to the facts:

1. On page 3 of the official report:

“ .. No. 83 by C. S. Zimmerman
and Murray Gross—Proposing the
establishment of a Labor Political
Party in the State of New York and
in the nation thru the medium of or-
ganized labor.”

Similar resolutions were introduced by
William Albertson of the retail clerks
union and James J. Bambrick of the
building service men and they are o
listed. The business about Gross “vague-
ly” urging the A. F. of L. Council to
“study” the matter, is a pure, or rather
impure, invention!

2. The sharp discussion over the Labor
party question, on which the press com-
mented, took place in connection with
Murray Gross’s speech advocating the
independent political action of labor. It
was then that the heckling and distur-
bance occured against which A. Lefko-
witz of the teachers union protested, re-
sulting in threats of violence. If there
were any C.P. members or sympathizers
at the convention, they certainly did not
make themselves conspicuous on this or
any other question.

3. On page 3 of the official report:

“, .. No. 85, by C. S. Zimmerman
and Murray Gross.—Declaring in
favor of industrial unionism so as to
permit of omnibus organization of
workers in one industry or in one
plant without regard to trade skill or
individual occupation.”

Zimmerman spoke on this highly im-

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL
FALL TERM, 1935

Classes Begin October 14.

Registration Now Open

P. M. MONDAYS TUESDAYS FRIDAYS

7:00 Marxism and Political | Problems of American | Theoretical System of

to ought Trade Unionism Marxism

8:30 WILL HERBERG GEORGE F. MILES B. HERMAN

8:40 d tal. -| Revolutionary Tradi- .

to Fun am:::l;:md Com tions in American Marxism and War
History BERT WOLFE

10:10 EVE DORF MAC STUART

tlated the elementary principle of party
democracy by hounding out and expell-
ing en masse tried and trusted revolu-
tionists in every national section of the
world party of Communism—the C.I.—
leaving crisis, confusion and puppet lead-
erships in their wake, because they re-
fused to support such nonsense as Molo-
tov’s at the 10th Plenum of the ECCI
that we are “with both feet in the revo-
lutionary situation” and the accompany-
ing resolution that it is “incorrect-. . .
that the fundamental law of Marxist-
Leninist theory and of Bolshevik strat-
egy and tactic can differ in the various
couniries.” Finally, it is the great de-
fect of Communism in the United States
that the strategy and tactics of the C.P.
from the purgc to the present, have not
been ‘“hammered out”, as Bittelman
claims in the introduction to Browder’s
book, “in the very heat of the struggle
of the American masses for a better life
in a most momentous period of their his-
tory,” but, here as in all other countries,
the revolutionary movement has been
treated to a dance of the leading com-
munist marionettes who, placing their
communist well-being before their com-
munism, excel one another only in the
sycophant’s delight to hold the approv-
ing eye of the master who calls the tune.
But the book is not entirely without
merit. If the Party has not “hammered
out” a line suitable to the needs of
America, it has finally been hammered
into line with a program, despite all
shortcomings in substance, manner of
formulation and execution, more in har-
mony with Communist good sense. And
for small favors, we of the C.P.O., above
all, are grateful.

EXPOSING A CAREFULLY
GUARDED SECRET
Commaunism in the United States be-
gins nowhere and ends nowhere, and
as a result the unsophisticated reader,
who might happen to labor through its
349 pages of, in the main, official re-

portant resolution and the old-guard
craft unionist politicians were forced to
sit up and take notice. But not the Daily
Worker—it pays no attention to such
trifling matters!

4. On page 3 of the official report:

¢« .. No. 82, by C. S. Zimmerman
and Murray Gross.—Proposing amend-
ment to the Federal Constitution to
be called Workers Rights Amendment,

and instructing our delegate to A. F.

of L. to vote for such proposal.”

On page 2 of the official report:

¢, , . No. 81, by C. S. Zimmerman
and Murray Gross. — Denouncing

Fascism and Nazism....”

This latter resolution also included an
endorsement of the A. F. of L. Labor
Chest to aid the victims of and fighters
against Fascism in Europe.

“ .. No. 84, by C. S. Zimmerman

and Murray Gross.— Urging the im-

'mediate release of Tom Mooney and

Warren K. Billings from prison in

California and urging all labor organ-

izations within the state to take

similar action.”

Somehow the Daily Worker overlooked
these questions as well!

5. Nor is Murray Gross a “Loves-
toneite”! He is a member of the Social-
ist Party. It is very generous of the
Daily Worker to present every militant
and progressive unionist to the “Loves-
toneites”—but, in the interests of journ-
listic accuracy at least, it ought to be
able to make some discrimination.
Perhaps the time will come, with the
inscrutable unfolding of the new line,
when the Daily Worker will be able to
write about labor events with some
degree of truth and responsibility—but
that day is not yet!

Herberg Teaches
Role of State

The New Workers School is offering
in its Fall Term, which opens October
14th, a new course, which will be a study
of the state, its nature and forms, its
history and functions, from the point of
view of Marxism. This course is being
given by Will Herberg, who has written
often for the Workers Age on the prole-
tarian dictatorship and workers democ-
racy, and other questions of direct rela-
tion to the state. The course is entitled
Marxism and Political Thought.
Included will be a historical investiga-
tion into the rise of political institutions
and their development in Western Eu-
rope and America, an analysis and criti-
cism of the better known theories of the
state from Aristotle to Laski, a study
of the points of view of Communism,
Social-Democracy, Anarchism, and other
tendencies within the labor movement, an
independent study of the nature of the
Soviet state on the one hand, and the
Fascist state on the other, and a con-
sideration of the tactical-strategical
problems involved in the attitude of the
proletariat toward the wvarious state
forms,

The course is being offered on Monday
nights at 7 p. m., for a period of ten

ports and resolutions, is left nowhere.
In what might legitimately be termed
the first part of the book, the reader
is introduced to what Browder is now
satisfied to call “leftist nonsense.” The
symptoms of it are on every page until
the Party, slowly and piecemeal, be-
gins to orient itself to the new line. But
its causes, the false analysis upon which
it was predicated, the battles that were
fought over and around it, the hopes
that were buried with it, the defeats it
has resulted in—all this really funda-
mental and relevant information which
alone could give the unsophisticated read-
er some integrating center of reference,
some criteria for effective political
evaluation and judgment, remain a care-
fully guarded secret.

Why, Comrade Browder, isn’t there in-
cluded in this collection your report to
the October Plenum of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party in 1929, your inaug-
ural report as the new Stalin-installed
General Secretary, when in language,
confident and still on a political level
(Lovestone had not yet become a Tam-
many politician) you declared: “The
Party has emerged from the deepest
crisis in its history, it has made the
most decisive turn in its political devel-
opment—the recognition of the Third
Period of the post-war crisis of capi-
talism, and its nature as the period of

als and imperialist wars, and the adop-
tion of a line in accordance with this
period”?2** Why not a word on this, the
Third Period, “the eve of the revolu-
tion”? Why not a word on the theory
at the root of this redder than red tac-
tical line? Why not a word on that lu-
dicrous fantasy of a revolution-crazed
imagination, your “immediate 7revolu-
tionary perspectives”?

Were you “guided by the scientific
theory of Marxism-Leninism” when Fos-
ter’s dictum that “the A. F. of L. is de-
finitely in decline as a labor organiza-
tion” became official party dogma? Was
it “scientific theory” when the Program
of the TUUL, adopted at the Cleveland
Conference in 1929, declared “The day
of craft unionism has gone forever in
American industry; the day of militant
industrial unionism is here.”? And when
Lovestone declared, “It is silly to look
at the existing American trade union
movement with, its 3,000,000 members as
stationary, unchangeable . There
could be nothing more fatal to the Amer-

**The Communist, Nov. 1929.

the maturing of revolutionary upheav-|

SELF-PORTRAIT OF THE LEADER & s seanoon

ican labor movement in general and to
the revolutionary movement in parti-
cular than the illusion that the A. F. of
L. can no longer grow and has mo fu-
ture . . . The qutlook is clearly for an
ingress into the trade unions, for sharp-
ened class conflicts involving millions
of workers in trade unions as well as
millions of sorely pressed unorganized”
—yes, were you “guided by the scientif-
ic theory of Marxism-Leninism” in de-
nouncing Lovestone as a Tammany poli-
tician?

The road that separates science from
romance is strewn with the stinking
corpses of the political dead, mute land-
marks, Comrade Browder, that those
who live in a world of illusion have no
business on the highway of political life.

WHERE IS YOUR
SELF-CRITICISM

‘No politician pricks his own balloon.
But wnere poditicians dread, commu-
iiseS Litau, aud where pouuclans balk,
corununsts walk.  And why not you,
(omrade Browaer? You Imake a great
to-do of Communist self-criticism. You
demand it time and again of every com-
raue wno ltaus to carry ouv the ine of
the Party. But where, in your book,
is there any criticism of the line it-
self?  Where is your self-criticism as
the responsible, political representative
of “left” lunacy in this country? You
owe it to the working class as a pledge
of sincerity, to the Party members as a
report of your stewardship, to yourself
as the duty of a Communist,

But where is it? Are you afraid to
tell the masses that the Party, with its
Post-Graduate Red University Hotspurs
of the Revolution, was ignoring, sland-
ering and destroying the very cradle,
the very kindergarten of the revolution-
ary movement—the trade unions—by its
anti-unionism? The 10th Plenum of the
ECCI bellowed: the trade unions have
ceased to be centers of class organiza-
tions and have been transformed into
“agencies and appendages of the capi-
talist state”; Lozovsky at the 8th Ses-
sion of the Central Council of the Red
International of Labor Unions shouted:
“We want to break up the reformist
unions, we want to weaken them’”-«and
back came the echo, “The new TUUL
will succeed because it i3 the workers
federation of labor—mnot the bosses’”
(Daily Worker, Sept. 3, 1929); “The re-
actionary unions are completely useless
in the class struggle for the workers”
(Foster, Oct. 1930); the task of the
Communists is to get the workers to
“pote to get out of the A. F. of L.” out-
maneuvering the A. F. of L. leaders
“making it impossible even to collect

(Continued on Page &)

When ‘Freiheit’

Somebody ought to send the Freiheit
editors a marked and annotated copy of
the proceedings of the Seventh Congress
of the Communist International or, bet-
ter still, if that would not fall under the
head of cruel and unusual punishment,
somebody ought to make them read the
reports of the Congress in their own pa-
per. For the Freiheit does not seem to
realize that at last we are out of the
“third period,” that the days of outright
dual unionism and “social-Fascism” are
gone, that the leadership of the C.I. to-
day desires nothing so much as to have
its nightmarish insanities of the last
seven years forgiven and forgotten.
But not the Freiheit! In the issue be-
fore last of the Workers Age, we called
attention to the sudden reappearance of
President Green of the A. F. of L. as a
“Fascist” in the columns of this paper,
quite in the 1930 manner. And apparent-
ly this is no mere accident. The Septem-
ber 11 issue of the Freiheit just drips
with the vicious old “third period” ven-
om, Let us take some examples:

1. In a polemical article against N.
Chanin of the Workmen’s Circle, promi-
nently displayed on the editorial page,
R. Salzman writes:

“We will also be able to show very
easily, not thru words but thru estab-
lished facts, the role of the Interna-
tional Workers Order from the first
day of its foundation up to today, as
THE ONLY PROLETARIAN CLASS
ORGANIZATION IN AMERICA”
(emphasis in original).

In other words, the Communist Party-
controlled International Workers Order
is the only proletarian fraternal society.

The Workmen’s Circle is therefore ex-
plicitly ruled out of the proletarian fold;

Forgets ltself

Social-Fascism Thrives Again

it is apparently a “bosses’ organization!”
The same language as in the dismal days
of 1930, when the C.P. was busy with
its splitting campaign in the Workmen’s
Circle! '

2. In a first page editorial invective
against the Forward, the Freiheit edi-
tors make bitter reference to “the social-
Fascist Rogoff.”
“third period” back again when every
right wing Socialist was transformed
into a “social-Fascist” and every left
wing Socialist into a “left social-Fas-
cist”?

3. On the last page of the same issue,
Louis Hyman writes a column on the
dressmakers union that would have been
fully in place in 1930. The splendid dem-
onstration of over 60,000 dressmakers in
and around Madison Square Garden in
mobilization for the coming general
strike, a demonstration the like of which
has not been seen in the United States
in recent times, is covered with filth in
the petty, nasty, jaundiced manner which
made Hyman such a natural instrument
of the union-smashing course for so
many years. Every effort is deliberately
made to play down the demonstration
and to dampen the spirits of the workers.
“The voice of the rank and file of the
dressmakers will not be heard at the
Garden,” is the véry best Hyman can
find to say about it!

It is only necessary to add that the
Freiheit is the only C.P. paper with any
noticeable influence ‘among workers in
the trade unions. When the Freiheit
writes this way, what must be the condi-
tion of the ordinary party members who,
after all, are supposed to carry out the
party line?

the Coming War.”

weeks.

In the Next Issue:

JAY LOVESTONE completes his article on “The Comintern and

WILL HERBERG, whose article could not get into this issue
for technical reasons, submits his second article in two parts. The first
part will be run under the title “The Heritage of Dual Unionism.”

JIM CORK, whose article on Scandinavian Socialism appeared in
the last issue, now treats the question of “Socialism In Great Britain.”
Comrade Cork spent almost a year in Europe, acquainting himself with
the problems of the revolutionary movement.

Are the days of the .

THE COMINTERN AND THE COMING WAR ..

After the deluge of articles by Thorez,
Cachin, Sverma, and Hathaway drown-
ing out the traditional Leninist position
on imperialist war, the speeches of Di-
mitroff and Ercoli at the Seventh World
Congress were most welcome. These
proved quite a relief despite their signifi-
cant limitations, particularly in what
they left unsaid. However, the resolution
on “The Struggle Against Imperialist
War,” adopted by the Seventh Congress,
is so faulty, is so unsatisfactory by way
of commission that an cxamination of
the entire question of the Communist at-
titude and policy towards imperialist war
is today not only timely but imperative

CLEARING THE GROUND
OF MISCONCEPTIONS

To begin with, a little ground-clearing
will not be out of order.

First of all, we must dismiss with
contempt the accusation against Com-
munists that they favor war because it
gives them an opportunity to make a rev-
olution. This is a pure fabrication of
right wing Socialists, pure pacifists, and
outright defenders of capitalism. No
Communist contends that imperialist war
inevitably leads to proletarian revolu-
tion. Social revolutions are not made to
order, do not spring out of wishes and
plans in themselves. The transference
of political and gconomic power from one
class to another is rooted in concrete
conditions and is undoubtedly decisively

tied up with effective leadership. Nor
do Communists face war as an abstract

question—or as a conflict involving in-'

dividual conscience, as a problem of
struggle within or between individuals.
Communists militantly strive to prevent
imperialist war because they consider it
a monstrous crime against the workers
in the city and on the land. Then, should
Communists fail to prevent imperialist
war, they do not resort to prayers for
peace but energetically and persistently
seek to transform the imperialist war
into a civil war—into a war for power
within the country, by the workers
against the bosses, instead of a war of
working class against working class un-
der the banner of “national defense” or
“national interest.” Once the imperial-
ist war has broken out, our slogan is not
“peace without victory,” as Trotsky once
proposed. Our slogan then is: Victory
for the proletariat through the defeat of
our own bourgeoisie.

Here we must stress the following
fact: Precisely to the extent that we
Communists are able to register or make
felt our opposition to imperialist war,
are we going to be facilitated in smash-
ing the imperialist war, in overthrowing
our own ruling class, in achieving work-
ing class power—in establishing the pro-
letarian dictatorship. Of course, prole-
tarian revolutionists are not opposed to
all wars in principle. Communists will
give their all in a war for the defense
of the Soviet Union or for resistance to
and the defeat of imperialist oppression
in a colonial country.

THE LESSONS
OF HISTORY

Tn 1914 the international Socialist
movement—with the significant excep-
tion of .the Russian Bolsheviks—went
either social patriotic:or social pacifist.
Some Social-Democrats became fervent
chauvinists. These Socialists devoted
themselves wholly to the task—in every
country—of helping their own national
capitalist ruling class vanquish its for-
eign foe. Hence, such Socialists ban-
ned the class struggle and ordained class
peace. Other Socialists were for peace
in principle—pure pacifists—on grounds
of conscience. These Social-Democrats,
though expressing themselves against
war, did nothing to fight their own capi-
talists and likewise were for class peace,
while the imperialist war was being
waged by their own bourgeoisie. That is
why Lenin fought mercilessly against the
social pacifists as well as the social
chauvinists. Lenin sought to have the
working class in each country stop im-
perialist war by working for the defeat
of its own capitalist government. Ob-
viously this revolutionary defeatism
could in each instance be achieved by
the proletariat only through waging the
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New Types of Wars and Strategy to Be Pursued

revolutionary class struggle against its
own ecxploiters in the very white heat
of the war.

The red thread running through Len-
in’s entire attiude towards imperialist
war is the continued relentless waging
of the class struggle. On this basis, it
is axiomatic that the struggle for the
defeat of our own bourgeoisie can never
mean co-operation with the foreign bour-
geoisie directing the fire in the opposite
trenches. That is why the Bolsheviks
unhesitatingly and completely rejected
aid from the Japanese government in
1905 while Pilsudski accepted it then as
he did subsequently in 1914 from the
German government.

NEW FEATURES
OF SITUATION

So much for the situation up to No-
vember 1917. Much has happened since
then to focus the Communist attitude and
policy towards the war question in a
new light. The following are the new
and decisive features in the present in-
ternational situation that vitally affect
our strategy towards war today:

1) The rise of the proletariat to pow-
er in Russia—the existence of the USSR.
The defense of the Soviet Union is not
the concern merely of the Russian work-
ers but the greatest concern and highest
duty of the working classes and op-
pressed peoples throughout the world.

2) The victory of Fascism in Ger-
many. The very existence and aggres-
siveness of the Nazi regime undoubtedly
gives the capitalist democratic govern-
ments in such countries as France and
England new and demagogically effec-
tive appeals for mobilizing mass work-
ing class support for their imperialist
aims and war plans.

3) In a number of countries there
are now—unlike in Lenin’s days—to be
found influential Communist parties that

can and should immediately play a de-

cisive revolutionary role in a war situ-
ation.

4) The conclusion of military pacts
between the U.S.SR. and certain bour-
geois governments. These limited mil-
itary alliances are between forces ani-
mated by totally different motives and
interests, tho set up as a defense against
a momentarily common foe. For the
Soviet Union such a temporary alliance
means further aid in the defense of the
victory of the international proletariat
in Russia. This is a revolutionary ob-
jective. ITowever, for the unreliable
ally of the U.S.S.R., the pact is simply
a necesary but unwelcome instrument
for preserving imperialist loot against
attack from a competitor.

NEW TYPES OF WARS
AND NEW STRATEGY

, Consequently, today, the revolutionary
proletarian movement is confronted with
the task of working out strategy towards
new types of wars, as well as the old
ones faced in Lenin’s days. Let us look
into all the types of wars that can arise
in the present world situation, with a
view of arriving at the sound position to
be assumed by the revolutionary prole-
tariat in each case. These are:

1.) War between one imperialist
power and another or between groups of
imperialist countries. In this type of
war it is the task of the revolutionists
in cach country to work for the defeat
of their own government.

2.) A war may be fought by an im-
perialist power against a colonial coun-
try struggling for its national freedom,
for its liberation from exploitation and
oppression. Here our task is simple:
we work and fight for the victory of the
colonial people, for the defat of the im-
perialists.

3.) At any moment any one capital-

ist country or combination of imperial-

ist countries may launch an attack
against the U.S.S.R. Every worker is
butybound to help the Soviet Union beat
back this attack and to aid the Red Ar-
my in inflicting a crushing defeat on
the imperialist ruling classes which en-
tered the war against the U.S.S.R. This
is a new type of war.

4.) Finally, there can be still another
new type of war today. It is a war in
which we find one or more imperialist
powers lined up against one or more
capitalist countries in a bloc with the
Soviet Union. In the camp of the latter
we have bourgeois governments momen-
tarily alongside of a proletarian govern-
ment, revolutionary objectives and im-
perialist aims. This is really what we
might call a mixed war. It is clear to
all that in those countries fighting
against the U.S.S.R. the proletariat
spares no pains to insure a defeat of its
own bourgeois “home” governments and
a victory for the Red Army. But what
should the working class do in those
capitalist countries which are momen-
tarily in military alliance with the Soviet
Union? What shall be our war policy
there? These questions have been clear-
ly and correctly answered as follows in
the Theses adopted by our last conven-
tion:

“The basic Communist slogan of trans-
forming the imperialist war into a civil
war remains unchanged but assumes a
new, concrete form for Communist par-
ties in countries having an alliance with
the Soviet Unjon.  These Communist par-
ties stéadfastly continue to aim at the
revolutionary overthrow of their own
bourgeois state by the proletariat,  They
must declare war on their own bour-
geoisie and organize revolutionary strug-
gle against them not only before such a
war breaks out but also incessantly from
the very first day of such a war. Once
the bourgevisie is thus overthrown in a
particular country, the job of the prole-
tariat taking power is not to stop the

The Administration’s Banking Bill

By ECONOMIST
The passage of the Banking Bill does not mark a new departure in the credit

and banking principles of the U.S.A. It

tion of a process that has been going on since the post-war years.
centralization of banking and the shift from gold to commercial paper as a basis
for the banking business has characterized the most significant trends in post-

war national and international economy.

pre-war years the monetary gold stocks of the world constituted 24% of the
total supply of domestic money for gold standard countries while in 1928 the

figure was reduced to 15%. This shift
to commercial paper as a basis for credit
and banking policy has developed con-
comitantly with the increased centraliza-
tion inherent in the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem. The development of these trends
in American economy are a part, altho
to a lesser degree, of the world develop-
ment of monetary systems,

FEATURES OF
BANKING BILL

Any detailed or complete analysis of
the Banking Bill is impossible within
the confines of this article but the main
features of the bill can be summarized
as follows:

1. The continuation of the federal
deposit insurance system is retained. A
Federal Insurance Corporation with capi-
tal stock of $150,000,000 supplied by the
Treasury is to be set up. Deposits of
Federal Reserve Banks shall be insured
up to $5000.

2. The further centralization of con-
trol over the Federal Reserve System in
the hands of the Chief Executive is in-
stituted. The president shall have the
power to appoint the Board of Gover-
nors (7) who act as the executors of the
Federal Reserve policies.

3. There is to be set up a Federal
Open Market Committee to regulate and
control the buying and selling of securi-
ties in the open market. The Board of
Governors plus five representatives from
the Federal Reserve Bank shall consti-
tute the committee. This committee shall
function for the purpose of restricting or
expanding monetary policies.

4. The Board shall have the power to
change federal reserve requirements as
the situation demands. The bill states
that the board, “in order to prevent in-
jurious credit expansion or contraction,
may by regulation change the require-
ments as to reserves to be maintained
against demand or time deposits . . .

5. The general nature and intent of
the bill is to attempt control of business
cycles through a centralized control of
the banking and credit system.

THE ECONOMICS
OF THE BILL

These general characterizations of the
Banking Bill require certain critical com-
ments and estimation before the labor
movement can take a position on it. The
attempts to manipulate reserve require-
ments and discount operations for the
purpose of either widening or contracting
the commercial paper basis of credit in
order to prevent crises in industry ig-
nores the real nature of capitalist crisis.
When industry is in prosperity, the at-
tempt to stop inflation by increasing dis-
count rates or by increasing reserve re-

quirements in order to narrow the basis

1 geois economist has stated in the An-

rather indicates the intensified continua-
The growing

It is most revealing to note that in the

extension becomes very ineffectual. Pros-
perity breeds speculative hopes about
profit-making which cannot be restricted
by high rates of interest. The capital-
ists are willing to pay all sorts of rates
for extension of credit and thus know no
bounds of the extent of expansion. And
any attempt to call in loans would call
forth collapse of the prosperity period
thus achieving the opposite objective—
crisis rather than stabilization of pros-
perity levels. During depression periods,
stimulation of industry is attempted
through sharp decreases in discount rates
and by decreasing reserve requirements
for the purpose of widening and extend-
ing the credit basis for industry. But
here again the objective fact of the lack
of confidence of the capitalists in the
hope for profit-making prevents them
{from utilizing any easing of credit. Just
as prosperity breeds further prosperity
in the constant expansion of industry,
so depression breeds further depression
in the blocking of expansion because of
no prospect of profit. No amount of
credit easing or of credit contraction can
alter the basic antagonisms that the in-
dustrial structure contains. As a bour-

nalist: “It is the naive idea that prices
and prosperity can be controlled, like
the level of water in a tub, by turning
off and on the credit spigot. . . . ”

The control of the buying and selling
of securities in the open market is an-
other attempt to make changes in the re-
serve requirements necessary for easing
or contracting credit. This suffers from
the same fallacies as outlined above in
relation to discount operations and mani-
pulation of reserve requirements. How-
ever, the creation of a Federal Open
Market Committee with sole powers of
deciding on and regulating open market
policies raises another problem of far
greater significance for the national
economy than do the peculiar methods of
banking policy that the bill introduces.
This must be considered in relation to
the Board of Governors and its sweeping
powers, as well as the political implica-
tions.

CONCENTRATION
OF POWER

The almost complete concentration of
control in the hands of the two commit-
tees is an indication of the general trend
throughout the capitalist world towards
centralization. This takes the definite
form of state capitalism. Politically it
is revealed in the fact that the Presi-
dent appoints the seven members of the
Board of Governors who in turn com-
prise the majority of the Open Market
Committee. Which means that complete

results in giving to the capitalist gov-
ernment one of the greatest political
weapons in the integration of the capi-
talist state in its political, industrial and
banking aspects. Centralized control of
money and banking, as the nerve center
of capitalism, becomes a necessity in
order to weld together the elements
m3king up state capitalism,.

This centralization combined with the
drift away from gold as the basis of
credit to commercial paper intensifies
the contradictions of capitalism. The
unstable basis of such an economy has
been revealed in the National Industrial
Conference Board’s book “The New Mon-
etary System in the U. S.” when it states
“When the crisis came in world econ-
omy, the stahility of monetary systems,
nominally employing gold, but actually
using credit or non-gold commodity mo-
ney, was immediately imperilled because
the liquidity of assets backing this credit
money was predicated on the assumption
of sustained economic. activity and
prices.” And that centralization of
banking can insure against crisis has
been well blasted by the experience of
England where the “Big Five” banks
have virtually acted as the sole deter-
minants.of English banking policy.

The insurance features of the bill are
at best means of locking the stable after
the horses have escaped. There is ab-
solutely nothing preventive in the in-
surance of deposits. Furthermore the
attempt comes after one of the worst
periods in bank failures that the U.S.A.
has ever seen. As for the future, no
amount of insurance can cope with the
contradictions of capitalist economy or
prevent unstable banks from going un-
der However, it will mean that the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation will
serve as another channel for the elimina-
tion of small, weak banks and the greater
concentration and centralization of the
bigger banks working in conjunction with
the state apparatus.

LABOR MUST
RESIST BILL

The labor movement under such cir-
cumstances cannot support such a bill
which makes for the following develop-
ments in American economic life:

1. The extreme centralization of eco-
nomie and political life into the hands of
the finance capitalists.

2. The further strengthening of state
capitalism through the centralization of
banking.

3. In the attempt to stabilize the
banking system and the economic system,
the contradictions of capitalism are in-
tensified by basing the monetary system
on a vacillating commercial paper foun-
dation.

4. The political power of the party in
power becomes enormously strengthened
by the control over the appointments to
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System.

5. The government powers of inflation
and deflation are greatly enhanced thru
the-dictatorial control over open market
operations, changes in the reserve -re-

war immediately but rather to organize
revolutionary warfare, to throw their full
forces and resources on the side of the
U.S.S.R. in a revolutionary war . . ..

Under no circumstances can a military
alliance between a capitalist country and
the Soviet Union mean that the Commu-
nist party in the bourgeois country is to
conclude peace with the capitalist class
when the war breaks out. Just the oppo-
site must be the strategy pursued by the
Communist party in question. . . In order
to dcfend the Soviet Union and to help it
achieve its revohutionary objectives in
the war, the Communist party must lead
the workers in ity country towards the
overthrow of its own bourgeoisie . . .

«“ . Talk of peace with the bour-
geoisie or voting for war credits is out
of the question, is utterly impermissible for
Communists in such countries as well as
for Communists in other lands. Such a
policy would be open social-chauvinism no
matter under what banner it would be
conducted.”

Before November 7, 1917, the inter-
national revolutionary labor movement
could have only negative aims. Today
it can and must, as indicated in the last
mentioned iype of war, have a positive
aim. In the countries for the moment
in alliance with the U.S.S.R., the bour-
geoisie seek to continue the war until
their own victory is assured. This the
owning class strives to realize first of
all through maintaining and strengthen-
ing their rule at home, through fortify-
ing their capitalist dictatorship. In
these countries, the proletariat also
wants to continue the war—but for en-
tirely different reasons and objectives,
for the victory of the Soviet Union and
its Red Army. Here we fight not for a
speedy end to the war but for a most
energetic waging of the war as a revolu-
tionary war. This goal the proletariat
in question can attain only through the
overthrow of its own bourgeoisie and
the establishment of a dictatorship of
the proletariat. This our own bourgeoi-
sic can never do. Hence, here’s where
our first line of attack starts, forms and
continues.

TACTICS IN “MIXED” WAR
DIVIDES C.I. AND 1.C.0.

Between the Comintern and us there
is today no disagreement as to what the
proletariat should do in the first three
types of wars. But between the CI and
the ICO there is today no agreement as
to what the revolutionary proletariat
should do in the fourth, new type of war
—in the mixed war—specifically in coun-
tries having military alliances with the
Soviet Union. Particularly prior to the
Seventh Congress was there evidenced
in the Communist Parties of France,
Czecho-Slovakia, and the U, S, a crude,
opportunist approach to this whole prob-
lem—an approach dangerously bordering
on rank social chauvinism.

The CI Congress-did not condemn these
grave crrors in principle. It avoided deal-
ing with some of them, others it even
embodied in the resolution on war. No
clear and definite lead was given by the
CI Congress as to what the sundry Com-
munist Parties were to do in this compli-
cated situation. The doors were left
wide open for the Communist Parties in
countries momentarily in alliance with
the U.S.8.R. making the worst opportu-
nist mistakes—giving up independent
working class action and even falling in-
to the morass of social chauvinism—
through mechanically transfering and
copying the tactics of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, (a party al-
ready in power) to Communist Parties
in the bourgeois countries, to Communist
Parties which have not yet won power.
That is why since the Seventh Congress,
the rankest opportunism has continued
to manifest itself in a number of Com-
munist Parties on the war question.

What types of errors have been made
here by the ECCI and the varies CI sec-
tions? Wherein does the new- CI war
position approach or border on the So-
cial-Democratic standpoint, the attitude
of the Labor and Socialist International 7.
Wherein does it continue revolutionary
and remain fundamentally different from
the position of Social democracy? What
are and where lie the most fatal short-
comings of the Seventh Congress War
Resolution? What are some of the most
painful consequences of this resolution
in practice todate? Where does the
most serious danger lurk here?

* - *

These questions will be answered next
week in the concluding article of Com-
rade Lovestone.

PHILADELPHIA

JIM CORK
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Where Is The Communist
International Going?

Labor Educational Center
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Dead Men

Are

So Damned Funny....

By JEAN LE GAULOIS

Once when I was young and liked the
thin wail of a bugle, I happened to wit-
ness a queer quirk of destiny—a Druse
beyond the Citadel of Damascus, his
head sheared clean of skin and hair; a
gft to him from the spit of a French
field gun. 1 am certain that he was a
Druse; the French buried their dead. I
remember 'the Druse grin; it fascinates
me to this day. .

There are a million times ten grins
like the Druse’s—the grist of the World
War. I reckon I know why these dead
men grin; the joke is on them, in a sort
of way, but think of the grisly joke on
the living. You know — women and
children. God, what a joke on them.
God, God, God.

And so I grin in harmony with the
grinning dead when I see an Our Heroes
monument adorning a real estate dev-
elopment or a Soldiers Memorial Bridge
or tunnel or avenue—any of the politic-
jans unspeakable gifts to his village
green. Squeezing useful juice from
corpses; God, why shouldn’t dead men
grin?

The crown of thorns, I suppose, for all
the humble people who sorrow, is the
tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This
monstrous thing is supposed to imple-
ment with tragic pride the woe of the
lowly mothers' and fathers whose sons
were smashed and spitted and poisoned
and gutted. It is the guidon of God for
the echelons that remain unbutchered.
It puts Heaven into chlorine gas and
knives and muskets—of the Beast. It
disinfects War of its moral syphilis and
blinds the innocent so-that they will not
see the carrion-mongers battening on
profits of steel and powder arfd poison.

The funeral of the ten million dead
was an elegant and bathetic rite. When
the English chose their unique rotting
corpse, they had two or three hundred
thousand festering Things to choose
from in one spot alone—Ypres beyond
the Menin Gate. Junkers beyond the
Rhine reserved one Stiff from the in-
cinerators. America added superfine
theatre to its debauch; in the town hall

of Chalons-sur-Marne a blindfolded Yank
dropped a red rose on one of the air-
tight coffins. Hosanna in excelsis.

I think that the genius of a people is
in jts liars. The wise man derides the
stupid lie but the wise man is a fool.
In Athens, down in Georgia, I heard a
white man speak; “Nigger, Ah cain’t git
het up fo’ thet Unknown Soldier—Ilike as
not he mout’ be uh black bastard.” Then
I heard the black man tell his brethern
that the white folks positively know
that the Unknown is a po’ black man.
The Jews of America’s ghettoes are
pitifully certain that this Unknown is
circumcised; the Catholic demurs—he
swears that the Holy Eucharist hallows
the Unknown dust. The winds of Hell
blow awry upon the earth.

The jest is best understood by the sol-
dier who lived. His gaunt face wreathes
in a macabre smile when he sees a
clergyman, editor, teacher, army plug,
politican—any professional patriot, soul-
fully abaft the holy pillar—with a wreath

in his hand—getting his picture taken. |

God how the dead man, underneath, must
grin.

Of all living grins I think that the
veteran’s is brother under the skin to
the leering skull beneath the sward.
Wall Street’s battle cry rings in the
veteran’s ears; “Millions for useful
statues—not a damned red cent for the
Bonus.” Too, the veteran has seen his
crippled and maimed and gassed com-
rades wept over unctiously in order.to
transmogrify the other veterans from
OQur Heroes to Our Itching Bums. What
a whale of a difference a few cents make
—with no apologies to Fatima.

Time is lengthening the veteran. He
is growing taller than his gaudy legions
and crooked leaders and ku klux vest-
ments. Maybe the dead men are talking
to him? There is, forsooth, a new light
in his eye; an ugly question on his ton-
gue. Whether it «be today or tomorrow
—sooner or later—the veteran is going
to ask that ugly quedtion; and when he
does, the War-harlots had best bedizen
their faces . . . . for a rendez-vous with
the Dead . . . . ah, the grinning Dead.

Self-Portrait of the Leader

(Continued from Page 2)
dues or assessments for the fakers
union.” (Labor Unity, Jan, 1932). Was
not this, Comrade Browder, Communism
in the united States, too?

Yet, not a word in Communism in the
United States of an analysis that was
wrong, of a trade union line that was
a mistake, of self-inflicted isolation that
was a tragedy, of a fiasco that must
not be repeated, of a lesson that was
learned. Un the contrary, siarting trom
the truculent “Ihird Yeriod” premises
_that the A. F. of L. is an “enemy organ-
ization”, that “the day of militant indus-
trial unionism is here”, that “the Com-
munists need only to exert even the
slightest efforts and the leadership will
fall into their hands”, that the trade
unions have been transformed into
“agencies and appendages of the capi-
talist state”, that the organized work-
ers are “more or less reactionary”
whereas the unorganized workers are
supposedly the custodian of revolution-
ary virtue being the “most advanced
section of the working class,” that there
is danger of the Party “lagging behind
the revolutionary mood of the masses”,
Browder offers this monumental piece
of political imbecility and “leftist” asi-
ninity to the 13th Plenum of the ECCI
in 1933:

“Under thiz program (New Deal) the
A. F. of L. is given governmental sup-
port 4nd even financial assistance, and a
determined effort is made to control and
eventually choke off the strike movement,
by driving the workers into the A. F, of
L. where it is hoped the official leader-
ship will be able to bring the masses
under control . . . It must be said, how-
ever, that the bourgevisie has been dis-
appointed by the performance of the A.
F. of L. which could not control the
masses nor prevent the strike movement,
nor recruit such masses as was expected
of them.

“The comparative failure of the A. F.
of L. to recruit the great masses or con-
trol the strike movement arises from a
number of factors. First, not all capital-
ists accepted the government policy . . .
preferred to establish ‘company unions’
instead of the A. F. of L. . . . Second, the
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crude and open strike-breaking policy of
the A. F. of L. repelled large numbers
ot workers ready to join. . . Third, the
A. F. of L. burocracy . . . has become so
parasitically corrupted and degenerated
by their past life, that it is incapable ot
the energetic activity demanded by a mass
recruitment campaign, to the great disgust
of the more virile leaders in the Roosevelt
administration.” (Pp. 179-180).

To think that the highest body in
World Communism is the forum, to use
polite language, for such peanut butter!

In another place the fever-crazed
Browder lets us know the why and
wherefore of this Roosevelt-A. F, of L.
plot:

s . the A. F. of L. leaders are al-
lowed to organize oniy where and when
this is required to block the formation of
revolutionary  or  independent  trade
unions.”

But “They make glowing promises to
the masses of benefits under the Industrial
Recovery Act if only they would join the
American Federation of Labor.  Great
recruiting campaigns are being carried
on; the workers are led to think that they
are joining a ‘trade union' which will
conduct ‘collective bargaining’ for higher
wages.” (P] 130).

FASCIST SET-UPS
SEEN EVERYWHERE

Very often this nightmarish tale of
“leftist” asininity is relieved by some pa-
thetic remark not intended to be humor-
ous, as

“After the establishment of the NRA,
the reformist UM.W. Union (A. F. of

L.) swept thru the field with a broad

recruitment campaign, and our Red union

members (without even consulling us)

went along with the masses . .. " (P.181)

And how Browder sweats revolution-
ary blood to make every non-revolution-
ary union—he makes no difference be-
tween an A. F. of L. union or a com-
pany union—part of a fascist set-up!
Writing of the auto-settlement he says:

“What is new in this course, is the pub-
lic adoption of the company union as an
integral part of the ‘corporate state’
schemne, where previously, in the officia!
plans, the A. F. of L. had been granted
(on paper) a monopoly . . . Conclusion:

Neither one nor the other, neither A. F.

of L. nor company union alone, but both

together, in a constantly closer associa-
tion, and ih preparation for merging the
two under Government auspices. This is
the essence of the ‘new course.” Of course,
differences continue—we must not be con-

fused by them.” (P. 36).

And now, Comrade - Browder, after
nearly six years of this “left” madness
in the midst of American working class
reawakening, six long years that have
brought death to your revolutionary
Needle Trades Workers Union, Nation-

al Textile Union, National Miners
Union, Independent Shoe Workers
Union, Auto Workers Union, Metal

Workers Union, and death to your
TUUL and Independent Federation of
Labor, while the organized labor move-
ment in the United States has grown to
be the greatest in the whole capitalist
world, do you now concede that your
estimate of the A. F. of L. as a “dying

Books of the Age

By Bertram D. Wolfe

EUROPA, by Robert Briffault. Scrib-
ners, 501 pp., $2.75.

This is a novel that attempts an im-

possible task and comes breathlessly.

close to accomplishing it-—closer than
any of its predecessors in contemporary
literature. It aims at portraying an
age, the one preceding the world war;
a continent, Europe; a culture, the occi-
dental; a society, that of capitalism in
decay; and a movement, the forces of
proletarian revolution, slowly, painfully,
ineptly germinating a new world. Only
in the last respect is it inadequate, and
that is understandable, for the method
pursued of exploring the decaying upper-
class world and the world of bourgeois
thought thru the experiences of Julian
Bern, the well-born, well-connected, in-
tellectually gifted central character of
the book, places inevitable limitations
upon the exploration of the working
class movement, limitations, moreover,
which spring out of the field of experi-
ence of Briffault himself. .

Even this shortcoming has been skill-
fully overcome, at least in part, and per-
sonages like Mussolini, Liebknecht, Lux-
emburg, and Russian revolutionaries, fig-
ure plausibly if briefly, in the pages of
the novel. But mostly we are in the
company of Russian princesses, Euro-
pean financiers and speculators and ad-
venturers, military men of the high com-
mands, procuresses, aristocratic prosti-
tutes, mad makers of destiny like Ras-
putin, rootless artists and intellectuals,
the titled, monied, decadent scum spin-
ing lightly on the surfacg of a society
rushing torrentlike to its doom.

Briffault’s Europa has done what
Shaw’s Heartbreak House tried in vain
to do. It has pictured clearly, as clear-
ly as chaos can be portrayed, the vast,
unreckoning, mad dance of death of the
pre-war capitalist world rushing blindly
to its doom.

The pages of the novel are incredibly
crowded with people high and low, yet
almost blindingly vivid in its detail and
convincing in its incident and conversa-
tion. Its incidents are no less credible
than the incredible society that it por-
trays. Future generations may not be-
lieve its nightmares but our generation
is forced to believe them, for we have
experienced their rationally “implausi-
ble” existence.

Europa is obviously a first novel-—not
in the technical sense of the term, for if
we did not know that the author has
hitherto been known as a distinguished
anthropologist, author of “The Mothers”
and ‘“Breakdown”, we would unhesitat-
ingly declare that we were dealing with
a work by a veteran of the novel-writ-
er’'s art. If it is in fact a first novel
in that sense, it is obviously one that
has been maturing in the mind and emo-
tions of its author for several decades,
and issues forth as a work of the first
magnitude in style, in structure and in
thought. But it is a first novel in the
sense that it apparently intends to be-
gin a series. It closes with the over-
whelming news that the German Social
Democratic Reichstag fraction of 110 de-
puties has unanimously voted for war
credits. With that the last rational sup-
port of the old world, the bourgeois-
minded social democratic structure in-
separable from that world, comes crash-
ing down around the ears of Julian Bern.
At least two more novels are due if
Briffault is to complete his grandly-be-
gun task—one dealing with the world
war and another with the epoch of the
Russian Revolution and the present per-

iod of perilously unstable equilibrium of'

two antagonistic social orders.

Europa is a work of a first rate in-
tellect, rational, socially ecritical, even
cerebral. It is a novel of ideas, a novel
by a thinker for thinkers, an anguished
appeal to reason against the organized
irrationality of an outlived social order.
Many of its most exciting episodes are
dramatic clashes of thought, incidents
in young Julian Bern’s efforts to un-
learn the lessons of systematized ignor-
ance and develop a self-consistent, cour-
ageous, rational conception of life.
Thoughts are frequently the principal
dramatic personae and their struggles
are full of passion, heroism, tragedy.
Yet the novel is not purely cerebral, far
from it. Its pictures of viciousness, per-

organization” was false; that your ori-
entation to the masses was false; that
your strategical objective to “smash”
the conservative unions was false; that
your method of fighting, first from the
outside and then from the inside and
outside, was false; that your attitude
towards the different tendencies in the
labor movement, branding them all as
“agents of Wall Street,” was false? 1c
you give any evidence, any pledge, an
guarantee that it was all a terrible les-
son that you have finally learned? Only
hypocritical cant, the miserable fabri-
cation that “the present situation of
great advance within the A. F. of L.
is due to the activity of the “revolution-
ary ndependent unions” (P. 209), a hol-
low and shabby fraud echoed in the
Daily Worker of Sept. 15, 1934:

“The overwhelming majority of the
strikers in recent months were workers or-
ganized in the A. F. of L. unions, clearly
showing that the A. F. of L. workers are
more and more accepting the policies of
the party and the revolutionary trade
union movement.”

(To be continued)

t

version and corruption are troubling and
intense and its central love story has
elements of lyric beauty that compare
more than favorably with those of novels
of lesser intention and more concentra-
tion on their erotic theme.

But above all it is a novel of back-
ground, a background so¢ vast that it
amply justifies its ambitious title. Fu-
ture generations will be grateful to this
book for giving an incredible insight into
our incredible time. Our own generation
will better, more ecritically, apprehend
our age with the aid of its pages.

To minds dimmed and unseeing thru
use and custom, it gives the penetrating
vision of fresh eyes. In that sense it is
the most important revolutionary novel
that has so far issued from the pen of
any English or American writer.

A BOOK OF AMERICAN VERSE. An-
thology compiled by A. C. Ward. Ox-
ford Press, World’s Classics Series.
365 pp. 80 cents.

This handy little well-printed and
bound volume of American poetry shows
how cheaply non-copyright literature
could be gotten out for the masses if the

TRADE UNION
NOTES

ENGLAND SHOWS THE WAY

Since the convention of the American
Federation of Labor is nearing and it
appears to be a certainty that the “red
mehace” will be dragged out of the clos-
et to bolster a trade union burocracy
that has received some hard knocks late-
ly, it is not too far afield to discuss cer-
tain developments at the British trade
union congress, held a few weeks ago.

Also in England the trade union buro-
cracy had been engaged in a “red hunt”
for a number of months before the con-
gress met. This came in the form of
two circular letters sent to the locals
and the central labor bodies calling for
restrictive measures against Communisis
and ostensibiy also Ikascists The pro-
gressive trade unions designated the sec-
ond of the two as the *“Bliack Circwar.”

“BLACK CIRCULAR”

The first of these circulars of the Gen-
eral Council called upon the Executive
Committees of the unions to consider
drawing up or amending regulations “so
as to empower them to reject the nomi-
nations of members of disruptive bodies
for any official position.”

The second circular (Black Circular)
contained a ruling of the General Coun-

big publishers so desired. Unfortunate-  cil that any, trades councils which ad-
ly the selection is not made from the mitted delegates associated with Com-

standpoint \of the inclusion of the best
American poetry, but from the stand-
point of providing “an index to the
American mind from the days of the
first colonizers up to the present time.”
The compiler believes that a nation is
not “characterized more accurately by
the masterpieces of itg literature than by
its second-rate and tenth-rate works,”
and has chosen accordingly. Still he
complains that the handicaps of the
copyright laws have compelled him to
omit many poems which he would other-
wise have selected whether for reasons
of excellence or typicalness. The selec-
tion, given the standpoint, is a good one,
and is prefaced by an intelligent intro-
duction containing several shrewd obser-
vations on the American mind as reflect-
ed in its attitude towards poetry .

EAST RIVER, By
Crowell. 289pp. $2.00.

A romantic “he-man’s” story of sand-
hogs drilling a tunnel under compressed
air. Filmed with Victor McLaglen and
Edmund Lowe as “Under Pressure” and
wrilten to order for such actors and
Hollywood.

Those who read the book won’t see the
film and those who see the film won’t
want to read the book. This review is

Borden Chase.

munist or Fascist organizations should
be removed from the list of Councils
recognized by the trade union congress.

Note that neither of these proposals
questions the right of membership of
such workers but only their right to
hold office and the right of the trades
councils to tolerate them as delegates.
Nevertheless the trade unions met these
circulars with widespread suspicion and
resentment. It was the Miners’ Federa-
tion that moved to refer these circulars
back to the General Council and 1,427,000
votes were cast for its proposal as
against 1,869,000 votes for the General
Council. And it took such heavy guns as
Citrine, Bevin and Hicks to secure this
slim victory. The only outstanding lead-
er to oppose the General Council was J.
Bromley of the Locomotive Engineers
and Firemen.

HOW COME?

How does it come that the General
Council received such widespread oppo-
sition? The Communist Party of Great
Britain, has a ready, if not a correct,
answer. It shows, they say, the general
sentiment for and influence of the Com-
munist Party Such a claim is ridiculous
in the light of the Congress action on
other related questions—such as the ap-
peal for trade union unity, by the Sov-

intended to keep you away from both. liet trade unions, which was denied and
There is a story in the sand-hog’s life, 'the motion for a vote of non-confidence

but this isn’t it.

CI Resolution
On Fascism

(Continued from Page 1)

not lay down directives for merely a few
months but for a much longer period.
“The present historical epoch” of which
the resolution speaks is not very closely
defined. It is to include (and it does
include) the prevention of the victory of
fascism in countries such as France and
the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship
in countries such as Germany, etc.

The application of united front tactics |

is the most immediate and most com-
prehensive task but it must reach its
limit, its conclusion in this same period.
The united front cannot lead up to the
seizure of power. The true seizure of
power by the working class is not pos-
sible thru the united front. It presup-
poses that the Communist Party has al-
ready won the leadership over the ma-
jority of the working class; leadership
for the purpose of establishing the prole-
tarian dictatorship thru armed uprising
(and not thru struggles for partial de-
mands). The winning of the majority
of the working class for the principles
and aims of Communism is one of the
basic aims of the united front. As soon
as this has becn accomplished, the united
front has become superfluous. The CI
must come out with such an explanation
of the value of the united front now, and
not wait until all sorts of illusions have
been created to the effect that the united
front offers unlimited perpectives to the
working class, or until all these illusions
have led to serious errors and heavy de-
feats. Pointing out the limits of the
united front will not weaken its power
of attraction because within these limits
the united (ront has to fulfill tremendous
positive tasks in the interest of the en-
tire working class.

*

In the next article Comrade Thalheis
mer will continue his discussion on the
resolution on the report of George Dimi-
trov.

*
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in the General Council which was dereat-
ed by a wide margin.

Much mcere accurate is the London
Economist, when ii says (Septerwer 7,
1935): *Pa.adoxically enough, it was the
strengih of the delegates’ desirc to pre-
serve the full democratic character of
the trade unions that led them to oppose
the Council . . . Indeed, there was never
a more vivid demonstration than this
week’s Congress how deep and instinc-
tive is the attachment to democratic
methods of the average British trade
unionist.”

The virtue attributed to the “aver-
age British trade unionist” is, of course,
a lot of tommyrot. But that the masses
of trade unionists are jealously guard-
ing their trade union rights is unchal-
lengeable. We can see that in recent
developments in our own trade unions.
Witness the American Federation of
Teachers, the auto workers . union and
the rubber workers union—all of whom
clashed with the burocracy of the A. F
of L. on questions of interference with
their rights.

WHAT WILL GREEN DO?

It is clear that the Black Circulars will
be a source of inspiration for the A. F.

of L. in its drive against the “reds.”

The efticacy of any such proposals, how-
ever, is very much in doubt. Such organi-
zations as the Brotherhood of Painters
have constitutional provisions for the au-
tomatic expulsion of persons found to be
members of the Communist Party. Nev-
estheless dissatisfaction and opposition
to the burocracy continues unabated.
What may be accomplished by the buro-
crats at the Atlantic City convention is
to make it more difficult for militants and
progressives to assume leading positions
in the unions.

The decisions of the Margate Congress
have been greeted with great glee by
the “Old Guard” of the Socialist Party.
It warms the very cockles of their red-
baiting hearts. John Powers is beside
himself with joy that now, at last, the
British trade unions are following “pre-
cisely the attitude taken by the American
Federation of Labor.”

The same Powers also shows that he
can distort facts with equal ease in the
New Leader as in the New York Times.
With a straight face he tells his readers
that 639,000 votes were cast against the
black circular. He knows that that’s an
outright lie. That is the vote for a cen-
sure of the General Council. The vote
against the black circular was 1,427,000
and the “well. informed” Powers knows
that well. But what’s a little lying in
such holy a crusade as the ousting of the
“reds” from the unions to make them
safe for the burocrats?

George F. Miles
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