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At First
GLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

N that pitiful low-brow journal Liber-

ty we ran into an article by William
Green, entitled “Where Labor Stands
After the Wreck of the NRA” and mark-
ed reading time “9 minutes 20 seconds”.
The chief misleader of American
Labor tells us frankly that: “This brief
inventory of our position today would
seem to indicate that management is far
better off under the NRA, while wage-
earners, except where they have ac-
quired the economic strength with which
to protect their gains, are to lose rather
than gain by the experiment.” Amen!
The end of another typical Magna Char-
ta of labor! But, Dear Sir and Brother
Green, what are you going to do about
it? We would like to have your answer
to this question. We are unable to pay
you for answering it. For one thing we
have been paying aplenty, as a result of
your policies and leadership. At any
rate, we are prepared to give you space
in the Workers Age for answering this
simple question in an article covering a
reading time of 18 minutes 40.9 sec-
onds. This should be plenty of time and
space. We are awaiting your answer to
our invitation.

CCASIONALLY, we are treated to

a government report on social and
economic conditions worth many a read-
ing and re-reading. A report of this
kind was Mayor LaGuardia’s Survey on
the shortcomings of relief in New York
City. Of equal significance and enlight-
enment is the latest P.W.A. report on
housing conditions in the United States.
This survey points out that housing con-
ditions, not only in the slums in the big
cities, but in huge rural areas from
Montana to Mississippi are “of a char-
acter to injure the health, endanger the
safety and morals and interfere with the
normal life of their inhabitants”. The
families thus degraded constitute one-
third of the total population of the coun-
try and involve 11 million homes.

This is the blighted fruit of Ameri-
can prosperity. This is the proof that the
United States is a land of equal oppor-
tunity—with the rich and the poor hav-
ing the same right to live in the slum
areas. Woe unto the teacher in our
public school system who tells the kids
that there are classes and class struggles
in the United States.

These findings of the P.W.A. are but
additional evidence of an American so-
cial trend of immeasurable import: The
setting in and the acceleration of the
process of social deterioration, of paup-
erization of an ever increasing propor-
tion of the American people. Ruggead in-
dividualism has bred this disease and
cannot cure it. Capitalist government
control and supervision has defended and
maintained the economic system in which
this disease has flourished. Only the
working class taking full political pow-
er into its hands and destroying root
and branch the capitalist social and eco-
nomic relationships, can take the neces-
sary measures to wipe out these vast de-
pressed areas and to begin to remake
their victims.

ATIONAL elections will soon be or-

dered in England. The Conserva-
tives have a hunch that the outlook for
them is somewhat improved. They have
arrived at this conclusion on the basis of
what appears to them a shift in trend in
the recent by-elections.

Judging by the mood and methods of
the leadership of the Labor Party, one
would say that the reactionary Baldwin
crew is far from wrong in its present
calculations. The anxiety on the part of
the Labor Party topnotchers is clearly
reflected in some of their latest efforts
to catch votes at all costs. In this
light only must one view Lansbury’s la-
test book, “Labour’s Way -With the Com-
monwealth,” when it proclaims: “The
Labour Party is as desirous as any other
section of our people of retaining and
strengthening the ties which at present
bind the Dominions, Colonies, India and
Great Britain together.” Could one ask
more from MacDonald or from Churchill ?

The total bankruptey of the Labor
Party leadership is still more painfully
revealed in Lansbury’s estimate of Japa-
nese imperialist aggression as a revolt
of the yellow races against the white
race’s claim “to dominate China and Asia
or to shut out from Australia and Amer-
ica the people of Asia.” Lansbury would
have us believe that the Nipponese brig-
ands are soldiers of freedom rebelling
against British and American imperial-

BESET BY IMPERIALIST DOGS

EUROPE TODAY

By August Thalheimer

Anglo-German Pact
Anti-Soviet In Aim

Now that the text of the Anglo-Ger-
man Naval Agreement has been made
public, French worries have increased.
Especially so because the text of the
agreement does not coincide with the
verbal report as given to France.
France had been led to believe the agree-
ment was quite temporary, but the text
of the agrcement maintains that it is
permanent,

French diplomacy is now attempting
to overcome this agreement by a promise
from England that in the future all ne-
gotiations in which England is a party
shall be conducted collectively. To what
extent England will carry out this pro-
posal remains to be seen. In an imme-
diate sense France has secured from
England the right to build up its own
navy without any changes in the naval
strength of England.

The strongest protest against the
agreement was made by the Soviet Union
because Germany is enabled to place a
strong navy in the Baltic Sea. The An-
glo-German agreement is based upon the
theory of Germany’s expansion to the
East, i.e. it is directed against the So-
viet Union. After Eden’s visit to Mos-
cow it appeared as if England had dis-
carded this perspective. But this is
proven to have been wrong.

The Anglo-German agreement again
proves how uncertain are the various
peace agreements concluded recently.
The international working class must
draw its own conclusions. Peace can

ism; he would have us look upon Man-
chukuo as a bird of freedom as well as
of “peace.”

Is this merely abysmal ignorance on
the part of the parliamentary leader of
the “biggest and best party” of inter-
national Social Democracy today? Or is
it of evil design, of anti-proletarian con-
tent and interest? Obviously, we have
here the fruit of a combination of the
two.

NE does not have to apply the rule

of “by guess or by god” to see

that Jim Farley, Roosevelt’s chief wire-

puller and fixer, is going to pose as a

friend of the farmers in the 1936 elec-

tions. A trump card of the Roosevelt-

Farley outfit will be the rural electrifica-

tion now conteinplated by the White
House.

This program which Waldman, Hoan,

(Continued on Page 5)

Shadow Of August 1914
Hovers Over Comintern

A discussion on the Franco-
Soviet Pact; the Stalin-Laval
Statement and the tasks of
the Communists in case of
war, by

Jay Lovestone

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 8 P.M.

At IRVING PLAZA HALL
15th Street and Irving Pl, N. Y.

Questions and Disenssion
Admission 15c.

Auspices: Communist Party U.S.A.
(Opposition) New York District

only then be assured when the working
class undertakes revolutionary action and
defeats its own capitalist governments.
The working class must of course sup-
port the steps taken by Soviet diploma-
cy to assure peace, but must not limit
its activity to these diplomatic treaties.
On the contrary, it must undertake its
own independent activity.

For Germany this agreement is a great
victory which strengthens its interna-
tional prestige. In this sense it is being
used by the German government also
inside of Germany.

Jugoslav Regime
Looseng A Bit

The new Jugoslavian government rep-
resents a sharp break with the course
followed heretofore. A number of Ser-
bian, Croatian and Slovenian Deputies,
previously associated with the opposi-
tion, are now part of the government.
Entry into the government is also being
discussed with the leader of the strong-
est Croatian opposition party.

The Croatian opposition and other op-
position parties counter with the demand
that the scandalous election laws be
mbdified in the direction of proportional
representation and that government
pressure during elections be lifted.

One must not of course conclude that
in Jugoslavia a Fascist regime has re-
turned to democratic methods. In the
strict sense of the term, the regime in
Jugoslavia was never Fascist—there was
totally lacking the element of fascist
mass organization. It was oné of the

Cloakmakers Retain
Present Conditions

While these lines are being written,
negotiations are going on for a new col-
lective agreement in the cloak and suit
industry between the three employers’
organizations and the Joint Board of the
Cloakmakers Union.

Now that the jobbers too have been
compelled to accept Governor Lehman’s
recommendations, it seems very likely
that a strike in the ladies garment in-
dustry will be averted.

The most important of the Governor’s
recommendations are: “1) That new col-
lective agreements shall be negotiated by
those organizations that were under col-
lective agreements prior to June 1. 2)
That (a) designation of contractors,
(b) the hours, and (¢) the wages as con-

tained in the last collective agreement
shall continue unchanged and be re-
newed. 3) That as to wages (that is,
the Union’s demand for a 20% increase)
I suggest that the impartial chairman
appointed for the industry shall collect
data and information on the question and
make a report of his findings to the sev-
eral parties in the industry on May 15,
1936.”

Al of these recommendations, now ac-
cepted by all parties concerned, are a
marked achievement of the International
Ladics Garment Workers Union, espe-
cially when it is taken into consideration
that this was the Union’s first encounter
with the garment manufacturers after
the collapse of the NRA.

This considerable victory is directly
due to the organized power of the cloak-
makers union of I.L.GW.U.

well-known Balkan military dictator-
ships.

This dictatorship, confronted by the
various national contradictions and the
effects of a severe economic crisis, had
to take a step back. Real Fascist dic-
tatorships do not permit themselves to
be reformed.

Peoples Front
In France

The advance of the Fascists in France
takes the form of “punitive expedi-
tions” and parades. During the last few
days delegations of the Radical Socialist
Party have appeared before Laval with
the demand that the government take
stricter measures against the Fascists.
This Laval has promised. There is, how-

(Continued on Page 6)

WORKER’S AGE DRIVE
AT HALF WAY MARK

New York Supporters of Age Raise Almost $700 in Nine Days
and Pledge To Go Over The Top; Friends Qutside Of New
York Urged To Speed Up Collections And Rush Funds

With- most encouraging energy the C.P.O. members and sympathisers of
Workers Age in New York City have driven forward in the drive to assure

the uninterrupted appearance of the Age thru the summer months.

In the

course of less than two weeks the New York comrades have raised almost $700.
According fo the Campaign Committec the resources are by no means ex-

hausted.

Comrades and rcaders outside of New
York, get busy now! Threc wecks
still remain in which to complete the
drive but don't wait. Make your col-
lection now, circulate your collection
lists and rush funds just as quickly as
it is collected.

The editorial staff and the campaign
committec in New York express their
gratitude to the comrades and friends
who have responded early and gen-
crously. We appeal to all our friends
to do likewise.

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED
(As of July 2, 1935)

Previously Listed ............. $222.00
Peter Ross .....cvvvviiiinnnnanns 25.00
Bill Turner ............ccoecvennn 20.00
Rose Raymond .................. 5.00
Bernard Hermian ................. 5.00
Clarence Jenking ................. 1.00
Cora Jones .......c.covvuminnnnens 1.00
Florence Reed .................. 5.00
Alice Brent .........ccovnrmvnnns 2.50
Evelyn Lawrence ................ 20.00
Jesse Lane ............coiiieen 5.00

In fact New York is now talking of going cver the top of its quota.

Ray Michaels .................... 5.00
J. Davis .50

PICNIC

At Tibbets Brook Park
(Field No. 10)

SUNDAY, JULY 14, 1935

Free
Cakes, Drinks, Fruits, Sandwiches
and Games

Admission 35 Cents

Benefit Workers Age

Arranged by Bronx Section C.P.O.
Directions: Lexington Ave Subway.
Get off at 238 Street and take Bus
to the Park.

Chicago Conference Issues

Call For Third Party

Platform Calls For New Social Order and Production For
Use But Insists On Ballot As Means Of Achievement;
Marcantonio and Knickerbocker Democrats Stage Bolt.

The much heralded conference, called
by a number of Congressmen, was held
during the July 4th holiday and ended in
the launching of a Third Party. The
Conference was called by the Farmer
Labor Political Federation, League for
Independent Political Action, and the
Peoples Political Alliance of Chicago.

The new organization, to be known as
the American Commonwealth Political
Federation, adopted a 14 point platform
in which great emphasis is placed on
a new social order based upon produc-
tion for use. The conference however
expressed itself as of the opinion that
this can be achieved by the ballot.

The Executive Committee consists of
Congressman T. R. Amlie, John Bosch,
Alfred M. Bingham, Paul H. Douglas,
Henry Pratt Fairchild, Judge John
Wirds, Judge Edward Jeffries, H. Y.
Williams, Frank Rosenbloom and Lillian
Herstein. The latter two, connected with
the A. C. W. and teachers’ union respec-
tively, apparently constitute the labor
face.

An effort to adopt a statement bar-
ring communists from membership of
the organization was tabled but the out-
right anti-Red drive at the Convention
caused much protest and ultimately led
to the withdrawal of Congressman Mar-
cantonio and the Knickerbocker Demo-
cratic Club, both from New York.

MANY STRIKES IN
FORT WAYNE

FORT WAYNE, Ind—500 workers of
the Wayne Knitting Mills walked out
after a demand for union recognition
was not granted. The Inca Manufactur-
ing Co. is also tied up after a strike for
union recognition and a 15% increase.

Organized labor is supporting these
strikes well. The federal local of the
General Electric sent 500 men to help
picket the Wayne Mill. Later the Wayne
strikers sent a delegation of 200 to help
picket the Inca.

A general strie in Fort Wayne is not
excluded. Street ecar operators, women’s
garment workers and General Electric
workers are beginning negotiations with
the employers.

Progressives Win In

Doll Union

NEW YORK, N. Y.—The Progressive
Group, which is the administration of
the Doll and Toy Workers Union, came
out victorious in its first skirmish with
the Rank and File Group. The full pro-
gressive slate for Election and Objections
Committee was elected. Elections are
to be held sometime in August.

The committee elected consists of S.
Herskowitz, S, Speranza, Horowitz,
Mesina, E. Steinberg and Ph. Lombardo.

I. Haasenberg ................... 1.00
L.Baum .......cociiivuniimnnn.. 1.00
Robert Strong .................... 5.00
Horowitz ....... ... ..o oiitn 1.00
P.Kutt ...cooviviiiiiiinin., 5.00
H. Linn ... iivineiean.. 5.00
J. Titiefsky .........ccoviiiiin. .50
Eve Dorf ............. .o i, 10.00
D. Benjamin .................... 25.00
Lily Gordon ................o.t. 1.00
Ruth Henry .................... 20.00
H. & F. Fox ....coviiienii i, 5.00
Lena Greenberg ................. 2.00
Charles S. Zimmerman .......... 45.00
A. Skolnick ...l 40.00
Sabi Nehama ................... 40.00
Louis Rosenthal ................. 45.00
William Himmelfarb ......,....... 40.00
J. Friedman ..................... 40.00
Bert Wolfe ...................... 5.00
Ellen Ward ..................... 5.00
Sophie Mesnil ................... 5.00
Paul Berg ..........c..ooiiiin, 1.00
Eva Schlachter on list 114 ......... 4.10
Eva Schlachter .................. 5.00
E.Castle ..........oovviiiiiiinn, 5.00
Minnie Lurye ............cvenennn. 2.00
Ida Alpert .........c.coiviinne. 2.00
Sarah Gross .............o0e.... 5.00
Arthur Orville ...........oouult, 1.00
Bob Lewis ..........oviiiiiuiniinns 2.00
Abe Calderon .................... .50
Jack Broder ................ ... 5.00

GRAND TOTAL .......... $695.10

STILL TO GO ............ $804.90
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LABOR AND CONST'TUTIONAL REFORM Will Horberg

The voiding of the NRA by the Su-
preme Court thru the exercise of its
power of judicial review has turned uni-
versal attention to the question of con-
stitutional reform. So sacrosanct has
the Federal Constitution become in offi-
cial tradition that the mere suggestion
of its imperfection or inadequacy in
some important respects, represents a
significant advance in popular political
thought. It would be a great mistake
for Marxists to treat the subject of con-
stitutional reform lightly just because
they themselves understand that what is
really needed is not the reform of the
existing governmental system but its de-
struction and replacement by an entirely
new political setup resting on new class
foundations. The political development
of the working class does not proceed in
a vacuum; the prevailing conceptions,
traditions, yes, even the political preju-
dice and superstitions of the masses,
must be taken as the point of departure,
to be superseded only thru hard-won ex-
perience accompanied by theoretical cla-
rification. That is why the question of
constitutional reform, now that it is the
subject of general interest, deserves the
careful consideration of those whose
task it is to give the working class its
independent political lead.

Meaning Of Supreme Court
Decision

The decision of the Supreme Court is
fairly clear in its meaning and implica-
tions. The NRA is voided on two dis-
tinct grounds: (1) the Constitution does
not permit Congress to delegate the es-
sentially legislative- power inherent in
code-making to the executive branch, the
President (“improper delegation of pow-
er”); and (2) the Constitution does not
permit the Federal Government (i.e., Con-
gress) to regulate or interfere with in-
tra-stite commerce (“states’ rights”’)—
and practically all varieties of “busi-
ness” (agriculture, mining and manufac-
turing, specifically) are regarded as in-
tra-state by the Supreme Court. All
such matters, the court edict declares,
must be left to the forty-eight separate,
“sovereign’ states to deal with!

This action of the Supreme Court has
naturally precipitated a whole avalanche
of proposals for constitutional reform.
Demands have been raised for the com-
plete abolition of the reviewing power of
the Supreme Court or at least for the
requirement of a two-thirds vote to give
validity to its decisions. Others have
suggested that the Supreme Court re-
view of Congressional legislation should
be limited to six months after enactment,
after which such legislation is to be re-
garded as no longer subject to court
action (Norris amendment). And then,
of course, we have the so-called “Work-
ers Rights” or “Hillquit” amendment,
specifically giving Congress the power
to “establish uniform laws thruout the
United States to regulate, limit and pro-
hibit the labor of persons under 18 years
of age; to limit the work time and estab-

Supreme Court Act Raises Problem of Reforming Constitution

effective channels of political mobiliza-
tion. It is from this angle that Marxism
analyzes and judges every scheme of
constitutional reform.

Wiping Out States Rights

It is hardly necessary to point out
that the workers are not in the least in-
terested in sustaining the decree-making
power of the President, that is, in sup-
porting the encroachment gf the execu-
tive power at the expense of the legis-
‘lative. Precisely such expansion of the
executive power has usually served as
one of the forerunners of Fascism, for
which it blazes the trail. On the other
hand, the workers should obviously be in
favor of doing away with the reviewing
power of the Supreme Court, that im-
movable citadel of reaction, notoriously
immune to popular pressure. But such
“radical” constitutional change is hard-
ly to be regarded as practical today;
furthermore, the issue of the Supreme
Court’s power of judicial review is too
technically legalistic, too remote from
the everyday life of the masses, for it
to offer any advantages as a starting
point of effective political agitation un-
der the present conditions. Of course,
this is a thousand times more true of
the so-called Norris amendment for the
six-month period of judicial review, a
proposal characterized by all of the nar-
row-minded legalism, futility and shal-
lowness of liberalism!

This brings us to the “Workers
“Rights” amendment, vigorously advo-
cated by the Socialist Party and vaguely
supported, in some of its aspects, by the
A. F. of L. Its main intent is to amend
the Constitution as to permit Congress
to fix minimum wages and maximum
working hours and to abolish child labor
in all branches of industry, regardless
of whether they cross state lines or not.
It is, in short, a proposal to wipe out
“states’ rights” as far as governmental

control of economic life is concerned.

I think that it is hardly necessary to
insist that the working class is directly
concerned in the destruction of “states’
rights,” especially in the economic field.
The Constitutional restrictions upon
Congress imposed in the recent decision
of the Supreme Court would make alto-
gether impossible the passage of any
Federal social and labor legislation on
the ground that in such matters the
states, are supreme, “sovereign”! And
what such legislation means on a state
scale we know from bitter experience.
To the degree that the “states’ rights”
dogma is really operative, it would tend
to dissolve the labor movement political-
ly into forty-eight separate movements
functioning along state lines. Decen-
tralization in governmental organization
is essentially a very adverse factor in
the political development of the working
class, as Marx so frequently points out,
since it retards the clear alignment of
hostile classes on a national scale. To
empower Congress to pass social and la-
bor legislation, would ‘make Congress
responsible for such legislation, thus
strengthening the basis for the political
organization of labor on a national scale.

Marx On “Kleinstaaterei”

That “for the workers everything
which centralizes the bourgeoisie is, of
course, favorable,” was a view constant-
ly* reiterated by Marx on the basis of
increasing experience. As early as 1850,
in the address of the central authority

of the Communist*League, he contrasted
the “concentration of as much power as
possible in the hands of the central gov-
ernment” as the aim of the proletariat
with the striving of the petty bourgeoisie
for a “federal republic” and its desire
to “paralyze the centralization of gov-
ernment by granting the greatest possi-
ble independence to the municipalities
and provinces,” quite in the spirit of the

“states’ rights” liberalism of Senator
Borah. Repeatedly after that, he ex-
pressed his opposition to the whole petty
bourgeois ideology of ‘“Kleinstaaterei”
(“small-stateism,” i.e., states’ rights),
manifested by Wilhelm Liebknecht and
other German socialists, once irni connec-
tion with the Austrian war in 1866 and
again in connection with the Franco-
Prussian war in 1870. The Marxian tra-
dition on this question is, in fact, excep-
tionally well established, not only for
Germany but for modern bourgeois states
in general.

States’ Rights Mainstay

©Of Reaction

We reach exactly the same conclusion
if we cast but a cursory glance at the
role that the “states’ rights” dogma has
played in the political history of this
country. Before the Civil War, it served
as the mainstay of the slave power
against advancing movement to abolish
or even restrict slavery. Gradually
“states’ rights” became the watchword
of the farmers and small business men
in theiy attempt to stem the expansion
of big business, that is, of modern capi-
talism, while the latter, of course, ap-
pealed to the Federal power for protec-
tion, especially to the “due process”
clause of the fourteenth amendment.
Such was the situation until almost yes-
terday; the Supreme Court decision in
the NRA case marked the significant
fact, already foreshadowed, it is true,
in the voiding of the Federal child la-
bor law, that “states’ rights’” had become
the bulwark of big capital against the
ever-growing demand for social and la-
bor legislation. Thruout its entire his-
tory the “states’ rights” dogma has
played an essentially reactionary part,
especially in its underlying social and
economic implications, but not for a long
time so thoroly and completely ' reac-
tionary as today.

By BOB CALL

After spending six months at Brook-
wood Labor College attending classes,
discussions, student meetings and “full”
sessions, the student is apt to develop
an unwholesome attitude toward the
trade union movement in general. With
time and the splendid labor library, new
theories are launched and revolutions
fought daily by the two score student
body. Putting the labor movement in
the test tube, the student, without ef-
fort, can easily assume the “know it all”
attitude which will handicap him when
returning to working class oyganiza-

lish minimum compensation of wage
earners . . . ; to establish and take over
natural resources, properties and enter-
prises in manufacturing, mining, com-
merce, transportation ... ”*

How should labor look on these pro-
posals and on the subject of constitu-
tional reform in general?

“Cleansing” Bourgeois
State

The fundamental attitude of Marxism
on the question of reforming the bour-
geois class state is not difficult to define,
especially in the light of the rich expe-
riences of the founders of Marxism in
the latter half of the nineteenth century.

As opposed to abstract, state-denying
anarchism, Marxism has always sup-
ported and championed every proposal
to render the existing governmental
system more democratic and, where pos-
sible, to obstruct the exercise of its in-
herently repressive functions or restrain
its essentially arbitrary and despotic
character. The working class is surely
not indifferent to the alternative between
Fascism and bourgeois democracy or
even to that between monarchy and
bourgeois republic. It surely favors uni-
versal suffrage against any restrictions
whatsoever, a one-house legislature
against “upper” houses of any sort, and
so on. This is obvious. But, on the
other hand, in opposition to vulgar re-
formism, Marxism has always repudiated
as mere utopian nonsense the conception
that such democratic reforms can be re-
garded as systematic steps in the “clean-
sing” of the bourgeois state, in its gra-
dual conversion into the “socialist state.”
Marxism regards democratic constitu-
tional forms as progressive and worth
fighting for only because of the advan-
tage they bring to the proletariat in the
everyday class struggle and in the revo-
lutionary struggle for emancipation.
The existing governmental system can-
not be “reformed” into a working class
state; it must be destroyed and replaced
by such a government. But, in the long
and difficult.cffort to smash the bourgeois
class state, every progressive political
reform is of great value in allowing the
proletariat more freedom of action, in
giving it new vantage points and more

* In this article I am concerned only
with those aspects of the “Hillquit”
amendment which concern social and la-
bor legislation. The. Marxian attitude
on the nationalization of industry under
capitalism must be discussed separately.

tions. Much time and effort is spent
by the faculty in warning the student
against this unhealthy attitude. This is
one of the reasons why the Brookwood
Chatauqua was added as a regular part
of the course. To help place the stud-
ent’s feet on Mother earth, to come in
contact with the everyday struggle of the
worker, using his spare bed, sharing his
food, discussing his immediate problems,
and seeing the movement from his point
of view will bring the student out of
the realm of theory and make him rea-
lize the work he has to do in order to
help mold the trade unon movement in
America into what it should be.

Getting Under Way

The tour of the Brookwood Labor
Players formed a triangle between Bos-
ton, Tennessee and Milwaukee—cover-
ing the major industrial centers from
the Atlantic to the Great Lakes. Armed
with a repertoire of three one-act labor
plays, one based on the general textile
strike of last summer, another taken
from the New York dress workers strike
of ’33 and another based on the im-
portant situation of the troublesome
auto industry. Also two -mass recita-
tions, one exposing the false lure of war
and the other translated and adopted
from Andreyev’s “King Hunger”. A
very excellent puppet show and puppet-
eers through which Huey Long, Father
Coughlin and Wm, R. Hearst were giv-
en a run for their fascist money. For
transportation, a second hand bus was
purchased, and was later named “capital-
ism” because of its inability to stay to-
gether.

For the Easter week-end “old capi-
talism” managed to snort, puff and blow
its way into New York City to parti-
cipate in the Labor Drama Festival at
the New School for Social Research.
Other groups participating 'were fhe
drama group of the ILGWU, the Young
Circle League and Rebel Arts.

Albany and Troy on the Hudson are
the centers of the shirt industry. Dur-
ing the life of the NRA the Amalgamat-
ed succeeded in organizing this sec-
tion of the clothing industry. Troy
is the aristocrat and center of the shirt
bosses and prior to organization efforts,
the Trojans had been noted for their
“contented” labor. Today unions have
sprung up like mushrooms in the shirt
industry. The locals are composed of
many workers who are new to.the trade
union movement. It was these new
union groups that the Brookwood Cha-

A Student Sees The Labor Movement

tauqua were more desirous of approach-
ing, as all the playlets, taught the most
important element of unionism—solidar-
ity.

Players Score Company
Union

In Schenectady, N. Y. the Players met
another newly formed union, the Electric-
al Industry Workers Union of the Gen-
eral Electric Plant competing with the
company union of the plant. During the
afternoon "the players were escorted
through the plant and saw that the com-
pany union was given prominent space
on all the official bulletin boards. As a
result, the puppeteers that night put on
a company skit, making Owen D.
Young, the fat faced, green-eyed boss.
The E.I.W.U. is an independent union.
When members and officials were asked
if the union was planning to affiliate with
the A. F. of L. the majority were very
sceptical. Craft unionism and jurisdic-
tional disputes stood in the way. They
had been “sold” on the idea of indus-
trial unionism on a plant-wide basis.

Puppets Win Crowd.

May Day found the players in Syra-
cuse, celebrating by hoisting the pup-
pet stage on one of the public squares
and the puppets going into their usual
roles: Hitler, Hearst, Long, Coughlin
and the worker. The worker outwits all
the Fascists and makes friends with the
crowded square. In Buffalo, the players
pitched camp in Rev. Herman Hahn’s
church for two days. Sunday, many at-
tended his services, some for the first
time in their lives. His criticism of the
present social system was something
rare to be heard in church.

We Hear Dillon Orate

The Brookwood Players arrived in
Cleveland the day after the voted strike
and lock-out of the Fisher Body work-
ers. Hearing thal a picket line .would
form at Fisher Body, the players hur-
ried from Willowby, Ohio to get in town
early in the morning and do some sing-
ing on the picket line. But to the play-
ers’ regret no picket line was to be
found at the Cleveland plant. They
learned that after the strike vote had
been taken, the management had closed
the plant the following day—which ac-
tion on the company’s part had confused
the Cleveland workers, and caused a
great deal of disorder in the rank and
file.

The Brookwood Players attended a
packed meeting in the Auditorium of
the Metal Trades Council Hall. On the
stage sat various officials of the Cleve-
land unions. McWeeny introduces Dillon
who began thus: “Men, I come preach-
ing peace, the conference table is always
superior to industrial strife. White men
should get together as men, not as cats
and dogs.” Then he went into a tirade
against “communistic nit-wits.”

That night we played at the Metal
Trades Council Hall and were scheduled
to put on a program before the Fisher
Body strikers the next day but it was
cancelled by McKinnon, Sec’y of the
Metal Trades Council.

Coughlin Sentiment Strong

The last night in Cleveland the Play-
ers appeared before the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers Union. When the pup-
pet skit. went on, attacking Coughlin,
about ome third of the audience walked
out.

After Cleveland the Players pushed in-
to Southern Ohio. Here the sentiment is
stronger for Coughlin than in upper
Ohio. Coughlinites cropped up every-
where.

Woll Tells Success Story

North again, Toledo, Pontiac, Flint,
and Detroit. In Detroit a conference
was arranged with Dillon for the pur-
pose of getting the AFL side of the
auto strike. While waiting for Dillon,
Bill Chalmers, Dillon’s right hand, gave
an account of the strike. Dillon came in
near the end of the discussion and with
him came Mr. Matthew Woll of the Na-
tional Civic League and the AFL. When
Brother Woll was introduced, Brook-
wooders were uneasy. Emily Post, in
all her volumes on finger-bowl tactics,
hat-tipping and “how ya beens” never
gave any pointers on what to say and do
when progressive students meet an out-
standing red-baiter. Anyway, the Brook-
wooders silently acknowledged Mr.
Wolls introduction. And Mr. Woll, with
eyes on the ceiling, hoped that the
Brookwooders were making progress in
their work. He went on to tell of his early
youth and the difficulties he had in be-
coming a naturalized citizen of this
country and how much he owed to Amer-
ica.

Journey’s End

In Racine the Case strike was in full
blast. A number of foremen gained ac-
cess to the plant. After pickets saw

them in and refused to let them out.
The police were called but it was use-
less. The foremen were jailed in the
factory all night and finally the pickets
were induced to release them. The
Mayor of Racine is an ex-Socialist who
was expelled from the party two years
ago on graft charges.

In Chicago a few of the Players at-
tended the meeting of the Chicago Fed-
eration of Labor. A motion was passed
which converted the Speakers Buro into
a Labor College. The Labor College will
have the support of the Chicago Feder-
ation of Labor.

The tour came to an end at Madison,
Wisconsin. The players were sponsored
by the Wisconsin Summer School for
Workers. Everyone was anxious to get
back to home and job. So old “capi-
talism” started her 1000 mile trek back
to Brookwood.

them go in they retaliated by locking.

I believe it is obvious on the face of it -

that an amendment to empower Congress
to limit hours and fix minimum wages
and abolish child labor generally fulfills
the requirements of progressive consti-
tutional reform as outlined above and
therefore deserves the support of the la-
bor movement and all forward-looking
people. But precisely because of the
utter inexperience of American Marxism
in dealing with practical political ques-
tions, it is necessary to keep in mind a
number of vital considerations, underly-
ing any working clasg campaign for con-
stitutional reform.

1. Such a campaign must be conducted
not for the sake of abstract legal reform
nor for the sake of patching up or im-
proving the existing governmental struc-
ture but simply and solely for the pur-
pose of raising the political class strug-
gle to a higher level and making possible
the improvement of the conditions of the
masses thru legislative action. Consti-
tutional reform is utterly remote from
the realities of the worker’s life unless it
can be shown to have some meaning in
terms of wages, hours, living conditions
and the ultimate struggle for emancipa-
tion.

2. The appeal for constitutional re-
form must be made as an organic part
of the fundamental revolutionary agita-
tion exposing the inherent incapacity of
the capitalist state, no matter how re-
formed, to serve the purposes of the
working class and hammering home the
necessity of destroying the existing state
and replacing it by a proletarian govern-
ment based on workers councils (sovi-
ets). Unless this aspect is adequately
emphasized, there is the greatest danger
that a campaign for constitutional re-
form will rapidly degenerate into de-
moralizing reformism, self-defeating
alike in immediate object and ultimate
aims.

3. In this country today, every call
to labor to unite for political objectives
must be accompanied by a vigorous ap-
peal to the workers to break away from
the capitalist parties and declare their
political independence as a class by form-
ing a broad Labor party. Without this,
we have hardly more than “pressure pol-
itics,” or lobbying, in which the A.F.ofL.
chieftains place such exclusive confi-
dence.

4. No matter how really important
it may appear, the demand for constitu-
tional reform must not be turned into a
fetish, into a panacea or cure-all. It
must be strictly subordinated to the
general class struggle, in which it must
take its proper place. Otherwise, the
issue becomes not so much an expression
of the class struggle as a fetishistic sub-
stitute for it!

S.P. Position Reformist

These considerations all hit more or
less directly-the campaign now being con-
ducted by the Socialist Party in behalf
of the so-called “Hillquit” amendment,
the Militants almost equally with the
Old Guard. Both have failed altogether
to link up their agitation with any fun-
damental Marxist criticism of the exist-
ing class state—the latter because they
are avowed reformists and feel no need
for such criticism, the former because
their own conceptions on this subject are
in hopeless confusion. Both have pre-
sented the issue in such a way as to
transform it into a sort of Socialist
“magna charta.” And yet, it should be
obvious to everyone that, under present
conditions, the most direct and effective
answer to the capitalist offensive being
launched under cover of the NRA de-
cision, must be on the economic field, in
the form of trade union action. Presi-
dent Green is utterly captivated by his
latest “magna charta,” the Wagner Bill,
and Norman Thomas is all enthusiastic
about his—the “Hillquit” amendment—
but meanwhile wage cuts rain down
thick and fast, hours are being length-
ened, unions are being undermined and
conditions in general are being merciless-
ly driven down! The great task of labor
today is to organize and strike; consti-
tutional reform, however worth-while
and important, must take an altogether
secondary place!
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PRESENT SITUATION AND TASKS OF COMMUNIST OPPOSITION

Draft Theses Proposed by the National Buro to the Fifth National Convention of the

Communist Party U. S. A. (Opposition)

With the publication of this document the pre-
convention discussion of the Communist Oppo-
sition is declared opened and will continue until
the close of the Fifth Convention during the
Labor Day weekend.

All units of the C.P.O. are asked to organize

discussions among the membership without any
further delay. All comrades are advised that
the discussion applies also to the columns of the
Workers Age. The only limitations placed upon
the discussion in Workers Age are those of space.
See your unit organizer for further information
on the convention and the discussion.—Editor.

I. The International Situation

1. The continuing world-wide economic crisis
is today characterized by the following features:
a limited, superficial rather than fundamental re-
covery; stagnation in the international trade and
capital markets; an acutely disturbed exchange
system constantly shaken by the increasing mal-
distribution of the gold supply (flight from the
franc, etc.); pump-priming thru huge war expen-
ditures; mounting government budget deficits;
marked deterioration of economic situation in
countries not seriously hit at first (France);
worsening of basic conditions in principal Fascist
countries (Germany, Italy); extension of state
capitalism to stimulate revival; increasingly dis-
ruptive effect of the sundry artificial measures
(higher tariffs, currency dumping, etc.) applied
to relieve the crisis; persistence of mass unem-
ployment even in countries registering greatest
recovery; sharpened conflicts in world market espe-
cially because of the new role of Japan, whose re-
cent economic rise rests on an extremely shaky
foundation.

2. As against this picture of continuing gen-
eral decay of world capitalism even in the process
of recovery, there is Soviet socialist economy con-
stantly registering organic growth, The un-
broken upward curve of economic progress in
the U.S.S.R. is reflected in the Soviet Union’s
beginning to equal or excel the production levels
of the basic industries in the biggest capitalist
countries.

3. The international political situation rooted
in this deep-going general crisis of capitalism is
assuming ever-greater tenseness, developing head-
long towards another and even more devastating
world war. The principal manifestations of this
trend are the following: the new position of Ger-
man imperialism breaking the shackles of Ver-
sailles and speedily preparing a war of revenge
and expansion (vs. U.S.S.R., France); the rise of

Japan as a creditor country seeking to consoli-
date its hegemony in the Far East by wanton
aggression against China and war against the
U.S.S.R., as well as by systematically dislodging
the U. S. and Great Britain not only in the Asiatic
market but also in fields dominated by these im-
perialist powers for decades (Latin America,
Africa); a feverish armament race; increasing
tension in the relations among the powers allied
in the last war (Anglo-German naval agreement,
collapse of Stresa, conflict over Abyssinia).

4. To date, the outbreak of a world war has
been delayed primarily by the imperialist pow-
ers’ fear and recognition of the growing Soviet
prowess and vigorous peace policy, the capitalist
dread of revolutionary proletarian upheaval, and
the still unfinished preparations of those imperial-
ist ruling cliques at present most aggressive. In
the face of this condition, it is entirely correct
for the Soviet government to utilize, for the pur-
pose of even temporarily lessening the danger of
a concerted attack on the U.S.S.R., the divisions
among the imperialist powers to resort to military
alliances for the revolutionary objective of aiding
the defense of the Socialist Republics, and to sup-
port even the most limited efforts for the pro-
traction of peacc regardless of their motive or
source. These diplomatic and military moves by
the U.S.S.R. are, of course, only suppleinental
and secondary to reliance on international work-
ing class solidarity as the main and decisive force
for the defense of the Soviet Union. These steps
—taken to prevent, delay, or ward off imperialist
attacks against the U.S.S.R.—are not merely for
the sake of preserving and consolidating the
greatest victory the international proletariat has
scored to date (working class power in Soviet
Union) but also for enhancing the most funda-
mental interests of the proletarian masses in
‘countries still dominated by capitalist forces.

iIl. Trends In International Labor Movement

1. Three major immediate problems confront
the world labor movement. These are: improve-
ment of the working conditions and living stan-
dards; defeat of the rising menace of Fascism;
beating back the growing danger of imperialist
war in general and securing the defense of the
Soviet Union in particular. The-possibility of the
international working class meeting these prob-
lems depends primarily on the readiness and abil-
ity of the world proletarian organizations to form
a united front of militant class struggle against
capitalist reaction in all its ramifications.

2. In the main the reformist section of the
international labor movement, under the banner
of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals, con-
tinue to adhere to the principles of reformism—
to the policies of peaceful collaboration with the
bourgeoisie. Nevertheless, these organizations
have not been able entirely to escape the repercus-
sions of the bankruptcy of the principles of re-
formism in such countries as Germany and Aus-
trig which, but recently, were Social-Democratic
towers of strength. Here is rooted the signifi-
cant process of radicalization, in the ranks of
the Social-Democratic workers of France, Spain
and Austria, where the Socialist Parties, under
impact of a swing to the left by their members
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and followers, have agreed to a united front with
the Communist Parties against the monster of
Fascism. On the other hand there must be noted
a swing to the right manifested in a stubborn
opposition to the united front (British Labor
Party) and in a revival of virulent ministerial-
ism, cabinet-“socialism,” in the Scandinavian
countries and Belgium.

3. The forces of centrism (hidden reformism),
covering itself with left phrases and tending to
check the genuine leftward movement of the
workers, have begun to stagnate organizationally;
in some countries they have begun to recede
(I.L.P.), despite numerous opportunities for them
resulting from the false, sectarian line of the
Comintern. All attempts to gather under one
banner, either in the form of a new International
or even a co-operating center, the centrist forces
within and outside the Second International
have failed dismally. Nor has the reinforcement
of this tendency by Trotskyism as a virulent
source of new centrist ideology been able to alter
this trend. Under the impact of this heavy or-
ganizational blow (collapse of the efforts to form
a Fourth International), Trotskyism has degen-
erated into marked anti-Sovietism, has. begun to
go over to Sccial-Democracy (France, Spain,
Czecho-Slovakia, Belgium and now the U. S. A.),
and to split up still further,

4. The revolutionary Section of international
labor—the Communist, movement-—continues di-
vided, paralyzed and unable to utilize the numer-
ous favorable opportunities despite the earnest
efforts of the International Communist Opposition
for a correction of the tactical line and for Com-
munist unity. The official Communist movement
—the Communist International—stubbornly re-
fuses to make a clean, thorogoing break with its
sectarian ultra-left line, with its lack of collec-
tive leadership, with its stifling bureaucratic in-
ner course. To the extent that any break has
been made by the C.I. with its harmful strategic
course, the turn has been made thru mechanical
bureaucratic means, rather than in a self-critical
manner on the basis of democratic centralism,
on a limited scale varying in different countries,
and in such a haphazard manner as to breed con-
fusion and rank opportunism (non-aggression
pacts, proposals for organic unity with social
reformism, etc.). The persistent clinging to the
policy of domination of the C.I. by the C.P.S.U,,
the practice of mechanically transferring tactics
from the C.P.S.U. to other parties which have
not yet led the working class to power, the denial
of democratic centralism and international col-
lective leadership, these are the basic sources of
suicidal confusion in the ranks of the entire Com-
intern over a whole series of fundamental ques-
tions. Hence, the failure of the Communist par-
ties to understand the relationship between Soviet
foreign policy and the anti-imperialist and revo-
lutionary struggles in the different capitalist

countries, the identity of the interests of the
Soviet and of the rest of the international pro-
letariat accompanied by an inevitable difference
in tactics to be employed by a proletariat already
in power and the working class not yet in power.

Thoroly conscious of the basic distinction
that must necessarily exist between the tac-
tics to be followed by the C.P.S.U., on the
one hand, and the Communist parties in the
capitalist countries on the other, we recog-
nize the complete correctness of the diplo-
matic policy of the Soviet Union in conclud-
ing the military alliance with France and in
permitting the issuance of the Stalin-Laval
declaration as, the necessary price of such
an alliance in this concrete instance. Such
a course on the part of the Soviet Union is
a consistent continuation, under present con-
ditions of world politics, of the fundamental
peace policy of the U.S.S.R.

But precisely for this reason, must we also
recognize as fatally dangerous to the very ex-
istence of the Communist movement, to the most
vital interests of the whole revolutionary labor
movement, the confusion in the ranks of the sec-
tions of the C.I. (France, Czecho-Slovakia, etc.) as
to the role of the Communist parties in those
countries that may be lined up on the side of the

U.S.S.R. in the coming world war, a confusion.

due to the mechanical transference of tactics
from the U.S.S.R. to the Communist parties in the
capitalist countries. In this sense, under the
circumstances of a lack of collective leadership
in the C.I. and under the circumstances in which
Stalin is simultaneously the symbol and most
authoritative spokesman of the Comintern as well
as of the C.P.S.U., a dangerous mistake was made
in having Stalin involve himself in a joint com-
munique with Laval fully endorsing “the national
defense policy carried out by France to maintain
her armed forces at the level necessary to her
security.” Coming from Stalin, who is not so
much the spokesman of the Soviet government as
the outstanding leader of the Cumintern, this
declaration has made it still more difficult for
the Communist Parties in countries having cap-
italist governments momentarily in alliance with
the U.S.S.R. to adopt and make clear the correct
position in the coming world war.

The basic Communist slogan of transforming
the imperialist war into a civil war remains un-
changed but assumes a new, concrete form for
Communist parties in countries having an alliance
with the Soviet Union. These Communist Par-
ties steadfastly continue to aim at the revolu-
tionary overthrow of their own bourgeois state
by the proletariat. They must declare war on
their own bourgeoisie and organize the revolu-
tionary struggle against them not only before
such a war breaks out but also incessantly from
the very first day of such a war. Once the bour-
geoisie is thus overthrown in a particular coun-
try, the job of the proletariat taking power is not
to stop the war immediately but rather to organ-
ize revolutionary warfare, to throw their full
forces and resources on the side of the U.S.S.R.
in a revolutionary war.

Under no circumstances can a military alliance

between a capitalist country and the Soviet Union
mean that the Communist Party in the bourgeois
country is to conclude peace with the capitalist
class when the war breaks out. Just the opposite
must be the strategy pursued by the Communist
Party in question. In order to defend the Soviet
Union and to help it achieve its revolutionary
objectives in the war, the Communist Party must
lead the workers in its country towards the over-
throw of its own bourgeoisie. At best, the bour-
geoisie, momentarily lined up on the side of the
Soviet Union in a war, are unreliable allies of
the proletarian dictatorship and would seek the
first opportunity for turning on i#t. More than
that. Only by the working class snatching power
from their bourgeoisie and then launching a rev-
olutionary war against the capitalist governments
attacking the Soviet Union, can there be pre-
vented the imposition of imperialist peace terms,
partition, dismemberment, and annexations on
other countries. In any war in which the Soviet
Union is involved, the highest interests of the
entire international proletariat are expressed in
the complete victory of the U.S.S.R. waging a
revolutionary war. The progress of the world
revolution in other countries is organically bound
up with such a victory by the Soviet proletariat.
The best way to hasten and insure such a victory
is the seizure of power by the workers of other
countries and then allying themselves with the
U.S.S.R. in a revolutionary war. This strategy
holds just as much for the Communist Parties
operating in imperialist countries which have
military agreements with the U.S.S.R. The task
of such Communist Parties is also to transform
the imperialist war into a revolutionary war.
This task can be achieved only thru the establish-
ment of a proletarian ‘dictatorship, thru the de-
struction of bourgeois rule. Talk of peace with
the bourgeoisie or voting for war credits is out
of the question, is utterly impermissible for Com-
munists in such countries as well as for the
Communists of other lands. Such a policy would
be open social-chauviniSm no matter under what
banner it would be conducted.

5. A further indication of the confusion and
gross opportunism prevailing in important sec-
tions of the Comintern today is its swing towards
“coalition-socialism,” as exemplified in the decla-
ration of the French C.P. taking the initiative in
attempting to form “a left wing cabinet,” ex-
pressing the readiness to support a Radical So-
cialist government inside and outside of parlia-
ment.

6. The International Communist Opposition
has finally broken thru the Chinese Wall set up
against it by the ECCI and has succeeded in fore-
ing the Comintern leadership and some of the
C.I. section leaderships to enter into unity nego-
tiations with the various groups of the I.C.O.
Because of the inadequacy of the turns made by
the C.I., because of the very manner in which
these turns have been made, and because of the
factional character of the demands made upon
the Communist Opposition forces, the unity nego-
tiations have to date failed to overcome the di-
visions in the Communist ranks. However, thru
these negotiations the I.C.0. has been able to
exercise more effectively its influence upon the
membership of the official Communist Parties.

Economic and Political Situation in U.S. A.

1. Stagnation and uncertainty pervade the
present economic situation in the U. S. Further-
more, the jagged character of the business index
itself reveals the instability of American capital-
ist economy today. Despite the country’s having
reached the bottom some time ago, there is no
real restoration of confidence; there is no readi-
ness or ability on the part of private industry to
utilize or invest the huge supply of capital. This
plethora of unusable capital affords fertile soil for
aggravation of the old and generation of new
contradictions. The very remedial measures taken
by the government (currency manipulation, infla-
tionary moves, A.A.A., artificial price-fixing, etc.)
have begun to stimulate this process of decay.

The army of disemployed continues at over ten
millions. The relief rolls are still rising. The
state as producer and investor continues to ab-
sorb at least nine out of every ten dollars of new-
ly floated securities. The extension of monopoly
continues apace and small business finds it ever
more difficult to continue. The disparity between
agriculture and industry remains acute. The
competition in the world market grows more in-
tense constantly. The stimulus of heavy expen-
ditures for war production and certain public
works is proving a makeshift and costly palliative.

2. The Supreme Court’s invalidation of the
N.R.A. and Roosevelt’s $19-94 wage scale have
served as signals for the capitalists to intensify
their drive, launched some months before, to
lengthen hours, shorten pay, and worsen working
conditions. This campaign is aggravating the
deepgoing trend towards mass impoverishment,
degradation and pauperization in the urban and
rural areas. Note the sinking of living standards,
the depressing of the conditions of the youth, the
situation of the Negroes becoming even worse,
the acceleration of the spread of farm tenancy,
the plight of the jobless and share-croppers, the
lowering of the standards of the labor aristocracy
and its consequently narrowing base, the process
of de-classing which has set in among the petty
bourgeoisie of all walks. While the rate of profit
of the biggest capitalists has been maintained
and inflated thruout the depression and especially
during the N.R.A., employment and the general
conditions of the working class have relatively

worsened. The lowest wage-scales of the gov-
ernment will serve as a great impetus for indus-
try, especially in the South where private indus-
try is shifting and attempting to consolidate it-
self for a recovery of profits. This comes on the
basis of government-set precedents of exploi-
tation.

3. In this socio-economic condition are rooted
significant political forces and trends beginning
to mature more rapidly. State capitalism has
reached tremendous heights and with it has come
the rise of a huge government bureaucracy which

1is merging extensively with the apparatus of

biggest business. On all important social and
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economic questions, party lines are being obliter-
ated. The factors undermining the two-party
system are multiplying (shaking of Solid South
loyalty to Democratic Party as a result of some
Roosevelt policies, shifting of industry, dethron-
ing of King Cotton, rise of Sinclair and Town-
send movements, etc.). Dissatisfaction and dis-
content are rife and deeply rooted but not yet
reaching the point of general radicalization—as
evidenced in the fact of its still being overwhelm-
ingly expressed thru the two-party system. The
incipient forces of Fascism (Long, Coughlin) are
gathering and growing at an ominous pace both
in the urban and rural sections. Numerous re-
actionary capitalist measures and forces, tho not
Fascist in themselves, are accelerating this
growth subjectively and objectively (strengthen-
ing of the executive and judiciary arms of the
government at the expense of the legislative,
spread of company unionism and increasing num-
ber of plans te establish government supervision
of the trade unions, extension of state capitalism,
anti-strike and general anti-labor laws especially
on a state scale, etc.).

4. The Supreme Court’s thunderbolt against
the N.R.A. and the whole New Deal places be-
fore the working class more sharply than ever
the entire question of the character and function
of the Constitution. In itself, this result is a
significant phenomenon which will objectively aid
the disillusionment cn the part of great masses
of workers and farmers with “the infallibility,
inviolability, and eternity” of this document and
the very structure and aims of the government
founded on it. The developing issue of state
rights vs. federal powers will assume a new and
vigorous life, but in reality will only serve as a
screen to hide, as a cloud to blur, the essential
questions of class interests and class powers at
stake as a result of years of intense crisis and its
deepgoing social and economic consequences.

Contrary to prevailing opinion, the Supreme
Court decision against the N.R.A. is much more
a blow at the rights of Congress than at the
powers of the executive arm of the government.
It arrogates terrific power for the judiciary, which
is that section of the government fuFthest re-
moved from the masses and least susceptible to
their influence and pressure, at the expense of
the legislative arim which is least distant from
the masses and least unresponsive td their influ-
ence and pressure. The Supreme Court has de-
cided to make itself (a non-elected, life-appointed
body) paramount by taking into its own hands
full power to determine how Congress is to use,
delegate, or dispose of its powers in the matter
of hours, wages, working conditions, farm rela-
tions and commercial standards. And this in
a situation involving the relationship between a
greater number of people and the government
than at any time in the history of the country!
Herein lies the menace of the Supreme Court
decision to even the most meagre beginnings of
social legislation, as clearly foreshadowed in the
voidance of the Railway Retirement Act.

That zealousness in behalf of state rights and
fear of excessive Federal powers was mnot the
mainspring of the judges’ decision is confirmed
by at least two significant facts. First of all,
on previous occasions the Court did not challenge
Congress or the President nearly as much under
the very same Constitution; secondly, and of even
greater importance, is the fact that while the
Court has always been ready to challenge social
legislation on Constitutional grounds, yet, it has
never raised the slightest doubt about the con-
stitutionality of giant Federal subsidies to rail-
roads, banks and corporations thru agencies like
the R.F.C. This N.R.A, decision, thercfore, is
really not at all in behalf of the preservation of
so-called state rights, not at all aimed at lessen-
ing the Federal powers as against those of the
states and thus decentralize government authori-
ty as such. Basically it is a serious counter-
move against the rising demand for federal, social
and labor legislation as well as a deliberate at-
tempt to concentrate power in the hands of 9
(or 5) uncrowned monarchs as the most reliable
trustees of big capitalist interests to a point hither-
to unassumed or reached in the annals of the
country.

5. Undoubtedly the Supreme Court decision
and all its implications will play a very important
part in the coming presidential elections. How-
ever, in itsclf, it will not alter the results of the
elections. Thru its control of fabulous relief
{funds and the vast relief and A.A.A. machines,
thru its utilization of the gigantic government
apparatus, the Roosevelt administration will be
able to crush the dissident forces within the De-
mocratic Party and decisively defeat the Repub-
licans. The outlook for any significant *“third,”
bourgeois party or a national mass labor party
entering the 1936 lists is extremely slim. The
trend towards party realignments and the trend
towards a breakdown of the two-party system
has not yet matured sufficiently. As an expert
demagogue, Roosevelt will be able, in many ways,
to exploit the Supreme Court Decision against
his opponents,

Ada to this the fact that the Republican Party,
with all its “Grass Root” conferences and cries
about preserving the Constitution, is still badly
divided, weighed down by the Hoover ghost and
tradition, leaderless and essentially programless.
As a champion of state rights, the Republican
Party has no record to show. On the contrary,
it has been the classical party of government
centralization. As the guardian of the sanctity
of the Supreme Court, this “party of Lincoln” is
in no comfortable position to pose. Even as an
agency of “rugged individualism and no tamper-
ing by the government with natural economic
forces,” this party of Hoover with his Federal
Farm Bureau, Federal Land Banks, and Recon-
struction Finance Corporation is not exactly well
qualified. Yelling for a return to the pure gold
standard and denouncing social legislation are not
the best planks to serve as the foundation of a
Republican victory in 1936.

V.

The American Labor Movement Today

1. Never before in the history of American
labor has the leadership of its biggest organized
and decisive section—the trade union movement
——been so helpless, so sterile, and so hopeless.
The dominant officialdom of the A. F. of L., head-
ed by the Executive Council, has proven itself
totally bankrupt in the face of critical situations
and countless opportunities to register achieve-
ments in behalf of the working class. The great
wave of strikes and organization has found these
top leaders unprepared, often unwilling to assist,
and all too often blocking and paralyzing the
niilitant efforts of the workers.

When the workers began to feel the need of
unity and to close their ranks under the banner
of the A. F. of L., these reactionary officials
sought to sow dissensions and perpetrate divi-
sion (Green, Woll). While the workers were
seeking new and better methods of struggle, ex-
tending their class solidarity, these leaders stab-
bed them in the back (San Francisco general
strike). While the workers were flocking into the
unions in masses and building up hundreds of
Federal locals in the hitherto unorganized basic
industries, these officials were working overtime
to split up and paralyze these new locals and
make their members the prey of corrupt trade
union officials operating their organizations as
strictly business institutions. The rising tide of
industrial unionism was sabotaged and heavy
losses were inflicted on the unions thru foisting
on them the craft form of organization and thus
subjecting them to suicidal jurisdictional disputes
of national dimensions.

Only in the struggle against company union-
ism did the top leaders show any signs of life
and vigor. But even here they undid their best
efforts by resorting to pacts with Roosevelt
(auto) precisely at the most favorable moment
to strike. Similarly, at the behest of Roosevelt
and General Johnson, they smashed the hopes
and efforts of the steel workers sceking bigger
and better unions. Essentially no different pol-
jcy was pursued in the heroic general textile
strike when the leadership hailed the appointment
of the notorious Winant Board as a victory for
labor. Not even Roosevelt’s ordering a coolie
wage scale could stop President Green from out-
doing himself as a sycophant of the White House
and becoming Number One on the President’s
1936 bandwagon. ' Finally, after bitterly resist-
ing for years all efforts at social legislation, the
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. could not
see its way to doing any more than coming out
for inadequate measures and, at that, placing its
faith in capitalist party politicians to secure
these.

Much time have these leaders spent in chasing
imaginary rainbows and hailing as “Magna
Charta of Labor” even the most dangerous leg-
islation preparing the ground for government
supervision of the unions (Wagner Bill) and thus
preparing the most serious steps in the direction
of corporate unionism and Fascism. All with
the hope of peaceful collaboration with the em-
ployers, avoiding strikes and struggles against
the bosses and their government! These dom-
inant leaders of the trade unions not only fail
themselves to see the urgent need for independent

working class political action but go out of the
way to crush all efforts at a labor party. All
to preserve their suicidal policy of non-partisan
political action in behalf of the parties of the
employers!

In the face of the general economic and
political situation and the conditions pre-
vailing in the ranks of the trade unions the
most pressing tasks of American labor today
are: transformation of the craft unions into
militant industrial unions; organization of
the unorganized into the A. F. of L. regard-
less of race, color or political opinion; de-
mocratization of the unions and ridding them
of racketeer forces; fight for secial insurance,
30-hour week, against company unionism, and
for the unrestricted right to strike and or-
ganize; the formation of a national labor
party based primarily on the trade unions;
the building up of progressive trade union
groups with a view of coordinating them
nationally into a powerful constructive force
thruout the labor movement.

2. The Socialist Party is at the lowest ebb
since the split in the Communist Party in 1929.
In many sections of the country it is in the throes
of disintegration. It continues to adhere firmly
to reformist principles. In its tactics it is often
as sectarian as the C.P., without, of course, the
latter’s militancy. In no important phase or
field of the class struggle does the S.P. have a
sound tactical line. In the trade unions its mem-
Lers pursue conflicting lines, a hodge-podge
course, swinging from outright support of reac-
tionary burocrats to flirtations with and support
of dual unions. In the matter of united front
actions with Communist organizations it floun-
ders between vigorous hostility and weak-kneed
toleration. The S.P. is totally bankrupt in the
matter of giving class direction to the workers
facing the great political problems of the day.
The birth of the N.R.A. it hailed as a major
step towards socialismi as “the growing of the
new social society out of the old order.” The
death of the N.R.A. it mourned with a prayer
for labor rallying around the Constitution and
basing its strategy on putting over constitutional
amendments,

Chaos grips the inner life of the S.P. Iis cen-
trist leadership is impotent and futile. The ex-
treme right wing has recently assumed complete
initiative and begun an offensive along the whole
front to rout the so-called Militants. At the same
time, the years of economic crisis at home, the
collapse of social reformism in Germany and Aus-
tria, and the victories of the Communist Party
in the U.S.S.R. have served to begin the crystal-
lization of a genuine left wing in the S.P. This
left group, the R.P.C., committed to revolutionary
socialist principles, is still weak but its outlook
is improving as it is beginning to break with the
centrist swamp of the Militants and ‘to throw it-
self. into important struggles (share-croppers,
etc.). It is, however, still clinging to the notion
of transforming the S.P. as a party into a party
“of revolutionary socialism.

3. The Workers Party is today of no signifi-
cance whatsoever in the labor movement. It is
bankrupt in its international position (anti-
U.S.S.R., Feurth International) as well as in its

tactical line for the class struggle in the U. S.
Whatever class struggles it has participated in,
it has bungled badly (Minneapolis, Toledo). In
fact, the W.P. is now turning to false policies as
the C.P. shcws the first signs of beginning to
break with them on the most limited scale (pro-
dual unionism, anti-labor party, etc.). Under the
pressure of the Trotskyites, an attempt is being
made to head it toward the “French turn”—that
is to bring it over completely to Social Democracy.
Adhering to false principles and wrong tactics,
the Workers Party, calling itself the “real revo-
lutionary” party, is now stecped in bitter clique
and factional struggles and speeding towards dis-
integration even as an inconsequential sect.

4. .The Communist Party has taken its first
steps towards breaking with its anti-Leninist tac-
tical course. At present, ity ultra.left line is in
a state of disintegration, with the fundamental
presuppositions of the old sectarian course still
remaining intact, with the lcaders here and there
clinging or reverting to the old pure ultra-leftist
course, and with no honest, self-critical approach
being made towards a genuine turn in the direc-
tion of the tactical line advocated by the C.P.O.
Afflicted with an incompetent, unprincipled bu-
roeracy, the C.P.U.S.A. is one of the most back-
ward sections of the C.I. in every respect—ideo-
logically, organizationally, in sterility of inner
party life, in extent and quality of the latest turn.
Secking to overcome overnight the dire conse-
quences of years of ultra-leftism, it swings to
the opposite extreme lo “capture masses” and
falls into the morass of most degrading oppor-
tunism (Admiral Stirling campaign, vulgariza-
tion of Americanizing Communism, Father Di-
vine).

Still devoted to the theory and practice of dual
unionism it is now simultaneously playing with
organizing “independent” unions (metal trades
federation) while liquidating even its banner red
union (furriers). Not having openly and com-
pletely broken with its utterly false policies of
social-fascism and union-splitting and not making
even the slightest turn thru a democratic discus-
sion, the C.P. leadership finds itself making a
caricature of the Labor party strategy and un-
able to guide its members who have recently en-
tered the genuine (A. F. of L.) unions in doing
constructive work. Hence, the C.P. still sets as
its first task in its activities in the A. F. of L.
unions the smashing of the already organized
progressive forces. To achieve this shameful
objective, the C. P. has been stooping to united
fronts with the shadiest elements in the unions.

On the most significant international questions
(Soviet foreign policy, revolutionary defeatism in
imperialist war, Fascist victory in Germany, etc.)
confusion reigns supreme among the leaders and
members of the C.P. Finally, because of the stif-
ling inner-party life and regime, because of the
years of virulent ultra-leftism, because of the
coufusion and chaos flowing from one unprincipled
turn after another, the C.P. is suffering from
a terrific turnover of membership and total in-
capacity to develop new forces. Here is the source
of the inability of the C.P. to measure up to the
extremely favorable opportunities in these years
of crisis. Alongside of this, all achievements of
the Party in certain fields (Scottsboro, early
dramatization of unemployment) and even the
splendid militarey displayed by many of the rank
and file, pale into secondary significance. Pri-
marily the C.P. has been alive because of its
clinging to the principles of Communism which
have been gaining popularity in the crisis and its
capitalization of the great achievements of the
Soviet Union.

5. Since the last convention, the C.P.O. has
extended its influence in the labor movement.
Except for the defeat suffered in the Paterson
textile local we have improved our position and
extended our influence in the trade unions. The
Paterson defeat was brought on by the failure
to build the C.P.O. organization, failure to help
develop a progressive movement, seriously insuf-
ficient differentiation from the conservative forces
and a number of mistakes in counteracting the
destructive activities of the C.P., which made an
electicn bloe with the reactionaries. The setback
was cspecially costly for the C.P.O. in view of the

effective work done and substantial contribution
made by our comrades in the very building of
these unions and in their amalgamation; it has
proved costly to the workers in general as shown
by the dire straits in which the Paterson silk
locals now find themselves primarily as a result
of the new coalition leadership (C.P.-reactionary
bloc).

In the ranks of the dressmakers we have not
only heclped to advance and consolidate the
strength of the progressive forces consisting of
a bloc of the militant and constructive workers
of all shades of political opinion, but have also
contributed decisively to the development of prac-
tical, responsible Communist activity in the bona
fide unions. In the ranks of the knitgoods work-
ers we have worked along the same lines and
have won confidence and leadership. Among the
shoe workers we have been the driving force for
building the unions, in the amalgamation cam-
paign, and in the efforts to unite all shoe work-
ers organizations into one union affiliated with
the A. F. of L. Important beginnings have been
made by our comrades in the automobile indus-
try towards developing an cffective progressive
foree in the auto workers local unions. Among
the anthracite coal miners we have fought de-
termiredly to defeat the efforts of the corrupt and
reactionary Maloney, supported by the C.P., to
split the U.M.W.A. The basis has been laid for
militant constructive activitics in a number of
federal locals as well as other locals of the
A. F. of L.

The first steps have been taken in recent
months to help develop effective progressive
groups in a number ¢f central trades councils, as
well as to establish a coordinating center for
progressive unionism among the needle trades
workers in New York. Despite the indescribable
methods employed by the C.P. against our com-
rades in the fur industry and the countless ob-
stacles put in the way of unity by the former
T.U.U.L. union in this field, our comrades have
served as the spearhead in the long, arduous but
finally successful campaign for one union in the
fur industry affiliated with the A. F. of L.

Furthermore, we can register increasing effec-
tiveness in our efforts to help raise the level of
class consciousness of the progressive forces in
the unions. Finally, we have dealt effective blows
against the dual unionist policy of the C.P. and
have thus helped and forced the C.P. to take the
first steps towards a sound reorientation in this
field.

In the ranks of the fraternal and unemployed
organizations of the workers our activities have
been unsatisfactory.

Our activities to force the C.P. to change its
line and to win over Party members to our posi-
tion have become more fruitful ideologically and
organizationally. Our efforts to aid the genuine
leftward developments in the S.P. have met with
an increasingly warm response from Socialist
workers thruout the country. Substantial headway
has been made by us in developing the ideological
level of our own organization as well as giving
the lead towards clarification and establishment of
a sound Communist position on the most basic
political and economic questions confronting the
American Communist movement (N.R.A., Negro,
Soviet foreign relations, Fascism, etc.). The
New Workers School, our public meetings, and
especially the establishment of the Workers Age
as a weekly, publication of the Road to Commu-
nism, and pamphlets have proved of real service
in this ficld.

But on the whole our organization suffers from
insuflicient general political activities, from alto-
gether too inadequate participation as a distinct
force in the gencral struggles of the workers.

Though we have grown numerically and im-
proved our organization the size of our member-
ship is lagging lamentably behind the influence
of our organization in the labor movement. Too
many of our members are either afraid to recruit
or set too high standards for new members. De-
spite our establishing units in a number of addi-
tional cities (Buffalo, Lansing, Baltimore, Hamil-
ton, ete.), we must rccognize the serious weak-
ness of the C.P.O. as a national organization.

V. Tasks of the Communist Opposition

1. To extend and improve the general politi-
cal work of the C.P.O. as a distinet force in the
labor movement (unemployment and social legisla-
tion, Negro, etc.).

2. To strengthen our organization develop our
local leaderships, recruit systematically and more
extensively, particularly in the mass organiza-
tions where we have influence, establish C.P.O.
units in additional cities. This is the road to-
wards transforming the C.P.O. into an effective
national organization.

3. To develop our trade union work on the
basis of our line and specifically to intensify our
work in the Central Trades Ceuncils and our ef-
forts to help crystallize progressive groups in
important unions where we are either still weak
or have no foothold at all.

4. To improve and cxtend our activities for
the establishment of a Labor party based on the
trade unions.

5. To increase the circulation of the Workers
Age to a point of guaranteeing its existence as
a self-sustaining weekly.

6. To increase our literature publication and
enlarge and improve the New Workers School.

7. To provide continuous, adequate assistance
to our comrades who are victims or active op-
ponents of the Fascist terror regimes in Germany
and Austria,

8. To develop a higher sense of Communist
discipline and responsibility in our organization.

9. To devise ways and means of improving
the financial status of the C.P.O. with a view of
extending our organizational and ideological ac-
tivities.

10. To continue and intensify our efforts to
achieve Communist unity on a sound political
basis in the U. S. and internationally.

x * %
The C.P.O. is in accord with the resolution

adopted by the enlarged Executive Committee of
the International Communist Opposition, evalu-
ating the negotiations with the C.l. We are like-
wise in agrecment with the latest move made by
the I.C.O. to secure fraternal rcpresentation at
the contemplated Seventh World Congress of the
Comintern. Until such time as the Comintern
re-establishes democratic centralism thruout its
sections, agrees to take steps towards the estab-
lishment of a genuine collective international
leadership, and returns to the Leninist tactical
course, the C.P.0O. as an affiliate of the 1.C.O,
will continue its struggle.

This struggle for Communist unity and sound
strategy and tactics can be really won only on an
international scale—thru agreement between the
entire 1.C.0. and C.I.

A vigorous struggle conducted by the LC.O.
against the current manifestations of dual union-
ism and against the propagandizing of the theory
of social-fascism as well as against the opportu-
nism and confusion flowing from half-hearted
burocratic turns made by the C.I, is the best
means for hastening a complete break by the lat-
ter with its wrong line and for insuring Commu-
nist unity. Positive, constructive achievements
in the trade unions and other mass organizations,
combined with initiative and leadership in the
working out of strategy to meet the new problems
(Soviet forcign policy, imperialist war danger,
ete.), will prove the decisive factor for winning
over the membership of the Communist Parties
and large numbers of unaffiliated workers to the
banner of the 1.C.0O. and force unity, thru pressure
from the ranks upon the leadership of the Com-
intern and thus re-establish the unity of the world
party of Communism. At the Same time, the
encrgetic independent activity of the 1.C.0. in the
class struggle, combined with its persistent work
in genuine Marxist education, is already devel-
oping cadres of effective revolutionists who will
play the leading part in the reconstitution of the
world Communist movement on a sound basis.

July 1,,1936.
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DICTATORSHIP IN THE BLACK BELT s Sinetan

Who owns the Negro? A very cred-
itable article in the New Masses, April
16, 1935, suggested that the Rosenwald
Fund, dominated by E. E. Embree, Les-
sing Rosenwald, and one of the late
Sears Roebuck magnate’s sons-in-law,
was now holding most of the shares in
“Black Belt, Incorporated.”” Mr. Loren
C. Miller, young Negro journalist re-
cently added to the staff of New Masses,
depicts quite convincingly the inner
workings of this Fund which exercises
so much power over Negro education,
and hence, Negro leadership. As cred-
itably as Mr. Miller writes, he over-
draws the influence of the Rosenwald
Fund as things go at present. It is nec-
essary to add, however, that Mr. Miller
has given the New Masses its best in-
formed piece on Negroes, or for that
matter on anything else that this worthy
journal is wont to publish. We must
also make exception, of course, of the
article on George Crawford, by Martha
Gruening. Miss Gruening, rightly in-
sisting that the editors of New Masses
should print “as written,” gave the New
Masses its most realistic scoop of the
year in the article about the sell-out of
the Crawford defense—the best remem-
bered of the blunders of the National
Association for the Advancement of
“Certain” People.

Big Business And
Negro Education

Who owns the Negro? In education
we should list not only the Rosenwald
Fund but the General Education Board.
This is the Rockefeller combine. Not
only powerful with Negro schools, but
the most powerful of all the foundations
in modern education, especially when the
Rockefeller Foundation is counted a part
of the G.E.B.” The “G.E.B.” has given
about 35 million dollars to Negro edu-
cation and medical services since 1000.
The sum is not so large, but the influ-
ence of these gifts outstrips by far the
influence of the Rosenwald Fund.

It must always be remembered that
Rosenwald, a Jewish philathropist, never
quite succeeded in crashing the big cir-
cles. His gifts to Negroes were in reality
a gaudy piece of ostentation. It was true
of Rosenwald all his life that he was a
sucker for applause. The Negro school
that knew its oats always gave Rosen-
wald a big hand. The students sang,
the professors thanked God for a Jew
who acted like a Christian, and the squat
little clothing merchant swallowed it
like lump sugar. Miller is right, how-
ever, in pointing out that Rosenwald
got more business for Sears Roebuck out
of the black South than he put in by
means of his quaint little fabricated
school houses whose every wall is draped
with some reminder of this “20th-Centu-
ry Christ.”

But the General Education Board
never surrendered a single sphere of in-
fluence gained through the spending of
its dollars. Where Rosenwald was con-
tent to get a wreath of smiles and plan-
tation song out of educational institu-
tions in return for brick buildings and
two-room school houses, hoping logically
that the educated peons would buy his
plowshares and rubber tires, gingham
aprons and velocipedes, the hard-as-iron
Gentile “Saviors” who run the Rocke-
feller philanthropy have always dictated
educational policy, and that dictatorship
is as relentless in Negro education as in
oil and New York real estate.

Rockefellers Rule
Negro Education

The Rockefellers consolidate colleges
at will, as for example in Atlanta,
where Morehouse, Atlanta University
(once a really noble institution), Clark
and Morris Brown, all find themselves
goosestepping with the Laura Spelman
(Rockefeller) College for Women. They
call the melange “Atlanta University.”
The dominant figure in Atlanta Univer-
sity is not its president, John Hope, nor
Dr. W. E. B. DuBois; but Miss Florence
Reid, head of Spelman; a tight-lipped
transplanted Puritan from the Far West.
The source of Miss Reid’s power lies in
her uncanny influence over John D.
Rockefeller, Jr. The source of President
Hope’s power lies in the deep interest
Miss Reid has in him. The source of
every scholarship, fellowship, grant,
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chair, or whatnot at Atlanta is Miss
Reid.

While Charles S. Johnson, ubiquitous
and suave exponent of Embree’s concep-
tion of brown America, pet of philan-
thropy, wordy in his scholarly objectivi-
ty, a hard bargainer and the logical suc-
cessor to Booker Washington as Amer-
ica’s premier beggar, serves as member
of the Rosenwald Board, but acknowl-
edges in every act and deed the over-
lordship of the Rockefeller crowd. It
was Johnson who arranged to have John
D. Rockefeller, Jr. deliver the 1931 Com-
mencement address at Fisk. It was
Rockefeller who paid for a national
hook-up for one of the most trivial “suc-
cess” stories ever delivered from college
platform. Johnson has just succeeded
in spending $20,000 a year for three
years in an elaborate study “proving
scientifically” that Negroes are starving
in the South. No better proof of the
waning power of the Rosenwald group
can be had than the fact that while the
Rosenwalds “sponsored” this study, the
Rockefellers paid for it. Moreover, the
Rosenwald group wanted to make Chas.
S. Johnson president of Tuskegee. This
was blocked by William J. Shiefflin, well-
known wine importer and civic leader of
New York. Shiefflin is the chairman of
the Rockefeller-ruled Board of Trustees
at Tuskagee, and as anti-semitic as
Goering. 'Nothing suited him better than
to break the last real bid for influence
on the part of the Rosenwald Board.
Will W. Alexander
Is Real Power

It was Shiefflin who made it known to
Mayor La Guardia’s Harlem Riot Com-| Alexander except a soft voice and an
mittee that they were not to appoint Ira|oily manner.
DeA. Reid, former Urban League front-| was never born.
window man, coordinator of findings in| Southern backwoods faith healer. Ef-
the Harlem riot. The presumptious Mr.| fective use of these talents has made him
Embree had offered the City of New| (1) Secretary of the Commission on In-
York the same “aid” it has been giving| ter-racial Cooperation at $7,500 a year;
our presumably (to Mr. Embree) im-

poverished national government. (Mr.
Loren Miller pointed out that the Rosen-
wald Board was paying salaries for sev-
eral of the Negro New Deal appointees.)
Well, Mr. Embree offered the City of
New York $5,000 if Mr. Ira DeA. Reid,
ex-Socialist, ex-Syndicalist, ex-Urban
League Secretary, could conduct the
Harlem Riot research. It is said that
the Radio City philanthropists got hot

doing.” Whereupon a really competent
man, E. Franklin Frazier, got the break.
Frazier’s appointment is nothing short
of remarkable. Some years ago he was
fired from the presidency of the Atlanta
School of Social Work on the orders of
John Hope, Florence Reid and Will
Alexander. More recently, he left Fisk
when Ishmael Flory was expelled for
breaking the goosestep ordained for this
college by its administration.

The most powerful white man, how-
ever, in the ficld of Negro control is
not Embree—who after all is little
more than a romantic if ambitious bung-
ler. The real factotum is Will W. Alex-
ander, fat, aging, soft-looking, stupid,
but powerful. Will Alexander, lacking
real competence for the business world
and too lazy to make a bishop in the
Southern church, long ago “fell in love
with Negroes,” and today he dominates
everything from the Spingarn Award—
the soporific tinsel handed out every
year to some Negro in the name of Joel
Spingarn, another social-climbing Jew
eager- to crash Gentile circles—to the
administration of the Bankhead Act in
the South. Now there is nothing to Will

But a greater politician
He can speak like a

(2) President of Dillard University at

and straightway told Fiorello “nothing;

$7,500 a year; and (3) chief arbiter on
Negro conditions under the proposed
Bankhead bill at $10,000 a year. All
these jobs run concurrently. If this is
not a ragket, what is?
Listing Public Enemies
Of The Negroes

Counting Alexander as the Negro’s
public enemy number 1, Embree as num-
ber 2, the number three position, the
guy with the tommy gun, is Clark How-
ell Foreman, nephew of the Negro-hating
Clark Howell of the Atlante Constitu-
tion. Foreman was the first of the ad-
visers on the Economic Status of Ne-
groes in the New Deal. His salary was
paid by the Rosenwalds for a time, and
when Negro politicians began to run
short of places, Foreman kept his au-
thority, dropped his title, and gave the
front room job, as receiver of those
seeking advice, to Dr. Robert Weaver,
ex-Socialist,  Harvard graduate, author
of a Ph.D. thesis on “The Wave Theory
of Prosperity.” Dr. Weaver, ambitious
and handsome young mulatto of Wash-
ington styles himself the “rottenest of
the bourgeoisie, and proud of it.” If
Foreman is public enemy number 3 to
Negroes, Weaver is number 3-A.

The New York Amsterdam News in
a recent feature section, listed all the
Negro New Deal appointees—less than
twenty. The jobs they hold are petty,
and their influence absolutely nil. The
combined salaries will not total $150,000
a year, and yet, with an additional $5,000
spent for the colored newspapers, the
whole race was sold down the river by
its “leaders.”

Most of the young Negro appointees
come directly or indirectly through an
agreement made among Will Alexander,
E. E. Embree, Joel and Arthur Spin-
garn, public enemies number 4 and 4-A
respectively; Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, pub-
lic sucker number 1, 1935 edition; and

Secretary of the Treasury Henry Mor-

By L. D.

A serious crisis is developing in the
Workers Party and threatening to split
its ranks wide open.

A couple of weeks ago the leadership
of the W. P. was compelled to call a full
meeting of the National Committee in
order to find ways and means of staving
off the smash-up. This plenum lasted
fully 12 days and only served to lay the
basis for further aggravation of the
crisis. The full National Committee de-
cided 'to call an emergency convention
which is to be preceded by several
months of discussion.

Differences Dividing W. P.

The crisis in the Workers Party grows
out of confusion as to policy, particular-
ly on the trade union field. Further-
more, its ranks are sharply divided over
the question of whether the W. P. should
do what the French Trotskyites did and
go over boot and baggage into the ranks
of Social Democracy. In recent weeks
the Trotsky section of the Workers Par-
ty, headed by Cannon, established close
collaboration with the so-called Militants
of the Socialist Party, with a view of
speeding up the entrance of the W.P.
into the S.P. H. Zam is the go-between
for both forces in an effort thus to swing
the Trotskyites “still further to the
left.”

In the above-mentioned National Com-
mittee meeting, Muste and a section of
the Trotskyites led the opposition to
Cannon. The group splitting away from
the Trotskyites and now collaborating
with Muste is headed. by Hugo Oehler
and has the support of some of the
strongest sections of the W.P, such as
Chicago. At the plenum Cannon man-
aged to put thru a resolution for apply-
ing the “Fren¢h turn” in the U. S. by
a majority of one vote. The Muste-
QOchler opposition is also supported by
Zack, from the outside, and Basky
amongst others on the inside. This op-
position, while confused on many of the
tactical questions confronting the W.P.,
is determined to oppose the American
Trotskyite organization going over to the
Socialist Party outright.

Decision Of Plenum

The resolution adopted by the plenum
declares in part: “Neither theoretical
consideration, nor historic precedents,
warrant the contention that the entry of
a revolutionary Marxian group into a
reformist or Centrist organization is in
itself a betrayal of principles. What is
decisive in such cases where the revolu-
tionary Marxists are unable at the mo-
ment to form an independent party of
their own, is the nature of the work car-
ried on within the Centrist or reformist
parties, the program on the basis of
which it is carried out, and the goal to-
wardg which it strives.”

This resolution further sharply attacks
the opposition inside the W.P. which has
become somewhat critical of the buro-
cratism paralysing the Trotskyite sect.
On this point the resolution declares:
“Our collaboration with the I.C.L. would
become a mockery, an inconsistency, a
fraud and hypocricy if we were to tol-
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erate in our ranks the conception that

Split Looms In Workers Party

the LC.L. is composed of or led by
‘capitulators’, ‘liquidators’, ‘betrayers’,
‘Mensheviks’, ‘Centrists’, ‘assistants of
social patriots’, etc., etc. or that the
policy of the I.C.L. has departed in prin-
ciple from revolutionary Marxism and
has led to a ‘capitulation’ to social de-
mocracy.”

Cannon For Merger Into S.P.

The present minority in the National
Committee, which very probably has a
majority in the membership, is centering
its fire on the drive of Cannon and
Schachtman to push the W.P. into the
ranks of Waldman, Mayor Hoan, Thom-
as, et al. In an appeal to the National
Committee and to all the branches of
the W.P., this minority declares in part:
“@n the other hand, it is a well known
fact that there is a contradictory tenden-
cy in the Party, represented by Comrade
Cannon and his followers, a tendency
which is based upon THE IDEA THAT
THE SOCIALIST PARTIES CAN BE
CONVERTED INTO INSTRUMENTS
FOR MAKING THE PROLETARIAN
REVOLUTION. This tendency was ex-
pressed organizationally, for the first
time, by the so-called French turn, that
is by the entry of the French section of
the International Communist League,
early last fall, into the Socialist Party
of France. Comrade Cannon and his
friends supported this entry. Since then
*this ‘French turn’ has been extended in-
ternationally, to Spain, Poland and Bel-
gium, under the name of the new orien-
tation. Comrade Cannon and his friends
support the policy of dissolving revolu-
tionary groups abroad into the Socialist
Parties, even those which are govern-
ment parties and are actively helping
the bourgeoisie prepare the impending
world war.”

Protest Against Burocracy

The minority particularly protests
against the way in which Zack was ex-
pelled from the party while people like
Calverton, Hook and Lore are still kept
on the W.P. rolls and allowed to commit
the crassest violations of elementary
Marxian theory and practice. Anent this
the minority says: “Is the Political Com-
mittee really interested in discipline? We
say it is not. If it is, how does it ex-
plain its failure to act against Ludwig
Lore who informed the P.C. months ago
through comrade Karl Lore, that he
would not submit his New York Evening
Post column to the supervision of the
Party?” ... “How many Party members
know Budenz is not a Party member?
How many Party members know that
Budenz looks with sympathy on the
Stalinists and that other Party members
agree with Budenz’s views, and that the
Dixon City, Pa. branch of the Party has
been dissolved by all the members of it
save one going over to the C.P.2” . ..
“Why does it permit the New York Dis-
trict Organization Bulletin No. 2 to an-
nounce that Calverton has been dropped
from the rolls while the rest of the Party
is kept in ignorance of the fact and of
the relations between the Party and Cal-
verton? Why does it not bring to a head
the question of Calverton which has been
on the agenda of the P.C. business since

in the ranks of the W.P. and so long
did the recent plenum last that an issue
of the New Militant was skipped. The
official explanation given for the failure
of the paper to appear is however hu-
m(.n'ously given as the following: “The
primary cause, however, was sudden ill-
ness of the editor.” :

Blow At Fourth International

.What will be the final outcome of this
bitter struggle is still premature to say.
Suffice it to mention that this has been
the fate of all Trotsky sects wherever
they raised their heads. The break with
Communist principles has not been swal-
lowed without misgivings on the part of
some of the rank and file in their organ-
1zat31ons. The hodge-podge confusion of
t}}elr tactical position, constantly grab-
bing at leftist actions, discarded even by
thg oﬂ:icial Communist Party, such as the
rg]ectl‘on of a Labor Party position, the
flirtation with dual unionism, *ete., have
fprther blasted the Trotsky organiza-
tlon.. What has happened in France,
Belgium, Spain and other countries, now
breaks out in the ranks of the Workers
P:_n'ty of America. The class-conscious
workers in the W.P., seeking to make
themselves effective forces in the class
struggle in the U. S. and internationally,
are now groping in the dark. One thing
is ce}'tain: it is clear that with the be-
ginning of a breaking-up of the Amer-
ican Trotskyite organization, which is
supposed to be the banner set-up of the
international Trotskyite movement, an-
other nail is being driven into the coffin
of the still-born Fourth International.

At First Glance

(Continued from Page 1)

Thomas and such recently risen lesser
lights of Social Democracy as Zam, will
hail as “the.beginning of the new s,ocial
on'ler” also has a significant economic
obJef:tive. It will be put into life pri-
marlly by low cost loans to private util-
ity corporations which consent to ex-
tend their lines out into new rural areas.
Furthermore, the Rural Electrification
Administration is hoping to take $300,-
000,000 from the RFC for the purpose
of financing low-cost electrical appli-
ances. Help for the utility companies
whl.ch are crying so much about perse-
cution! Help for the electrical appli-
ance magnates! On these rests the plan
of the REA. But why the silence on the
rates to be charged the farmers in the
newly electrified areas, on the tribute to
be paid by the poor farmer to the utility
magnates thus subsidized by the liberal
Roosevelt administration? Merely to
pose this question is to answer it.

genthau, a neighbor of Joel Spingarn’s,
in the Westchester regions around
Amenia.

Conferring For A

“New Understanding”

In 1933, Dr. DuBois saw “a great
chance to bring the young Negro in con-
tact with new problems with a new un-
derstanding.” Together with Mr. Spin-
garn, he summoned this conference of
future leaders of the Negro race. The
Amenia Conference stands out as a place
where there was much talk of Commu-
nism, but in the end, the “saner” advice
of DuBois, Pickens, James Weldon John-
son (public parasite number 1), Joel
Spingarn (who has “read Marx and for-
got it”), together with the childish prat-
tle of Walter White prevailed. The reso-
lutions were infinitely weaker than any-
thing the Methodists have adopted for
the last five years. In a later edition
of The Orisis, Dr. DuBois petulantly
criticized the delegates for being unable
to sing, and for talking late at night
when older folk wanted to sleep. When
came the morn, Weaver, Hastie, Hunt
(an old friend of DuBois’) Abram Har-
ris, Kinckle Jones (dumb bunny of the
Urban League) and some others of less
prominence were all working to pull the
race up by its bootstraps.

Harris later resigned in a huff when
experience proved to him what his knowl-
edge of the class struggle ought to have
revealed even earlier. Forrester Wash-
ington the most courageous of the Negro
appointees, found Fannie Perkins worse
than working for philanthropy; said so
fmd resigned. The others are still hang-
ing on.

In the field of elementary education
and pedagogy, Miss Mabel Carney, one
of Columbia Teachers College faculty,
has almost unbelievable power. Under
her direction, the entire crurriculum for
Negro students at Teachers College is
arranged on the assumption that Jim-
Crow schools are here for keeps. Miss
Carney calls it “bi-racial” education.
The Phelps-Stokes Fund, once a pow-
erful agency, lingers on under Dr. Ar-
thur Wright, a man who is a little too
decent for the rest of the gang. This
fund has a project which calls for the
spending of several thousand dollars
writing a “Who’s Who of Black Amer-
ica.” DuBois has first call here. His
“new segregation” is being rewarded on
all sides.

Poor DuBois blunders into worse and
worse. He is now planning an “objective
study” of the good side of the Hitler
labor policy. From some source, the
great apologist for the Negro middle
class is being financed for a trip to Ger-
many where for six months he will avoid
labor camps to return with a glowing
report of conditions there. Such is the
price paid by the Negro for recognition
under capitalism.

Postscript: Add to the list of Public
nuisances, Public nuisance number 1,
Mary White Ovington, of the Fifth
Ave. Ovingtons, who, having done great
service to the Negro twenty years ago,
becomes a menace by keeping Walter
White as the playboy Secretary of the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People.

Postscript II: Who owns the Negro?
The same capitalists who own America.
The same men who built Massachusetts
Institute of Technology where students
are urged to be snobs and marry the
boss’ daughter, are the men who own
Fisk, Howard, Hampton, and the rest.
Instead of marrying the boss’ daughter,
the Negro graduates are urged by their
“leaders” to lick the boss’ boots—and
like it.

Editor’s Notes

The length of the convention theses
made it impossible to include in this is-
sue, the article by Jay Lovestone in the
series “Soviet Diplomacy and the World
Revolution.” 1t will positively appear in
the forthcoming issue of Workers Age.

* * *
TOWARDS THE MISUNDERSTAND-
ING OF KARL MARX, is the title ap-
proved by Betram D. Wolfe for his ex-
haustive treatment of John Strachey’s
“The Nature of Capitalist Crisis.” Don’t
fail to read it in the coming issue.

*» 2 x
ELLEN WARD, who has written pe-
riodically on Latin American affairs con-
tributes an article on the class forces
and issues in the struggle between Cal-
les and President Cardenas of Mexico.

* * *
Within a week or two we shall resume
publication of the remaining questions
in the series “Things We Want To
Know.”

into the chamber of frauds where Roose-
velt’s liberalism is being hatched. Here
are the economics and politics of capi-
talist progressivism today, at their best.
Snares and delusions are the warp and
woof of the Roosevelt program in the

At any rate here we have another peek

country as well as in the city.

BOWRY CR

MODEI;N ACCOMODATIONS
ai
COMRADELY ENVIRONMENT

Directions: To Catskill by Hudson River Day: or

December?”
So bitter has the faction fight become

You will be sure to enjoy your vacation at

ACRA, GREENE COUNTY, NEW YORK

Most picturesque section of the Catskill Mountains

thing in spring-fed running creck on the farm
Rates $16.00 per week

From Catskill our buses will bring you to the farm.
inform us of your arrival in advance. For information call Milton Matz, Bowry Creek Farm, Acra,

EEK FARM

— HOMELIKE COOKING
—_ INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

Night Line, West Shore Railroad also bus tines.
Tel. Cairo 3 F-14. To avoid waiting in Catskill
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Tied To The Stake

ONLY those in their salad days can fail to appreciate the vital importance

of the struggle over

utility holding companies just closed in Congress.

The roll call vote in the House, rejecting by 258 to 147 the Roosevelt-Ray-
burn-Wheeler proposal imposing stringent limitations but not really a death

sentence on these holding companies, is more i

complexities characterizing American politics today than the nose-counting over

any single piece of legislation that has been considered
many a season. Five months were spent in committee on this bill.

in Washington for
By the time

it emerged the giant public utility interests had pretty much their own way
and cut the guts out of the plan for dissolving these holding companies. Their

dissolution was left to the discretion of the Securities
sion instead of being declared mandatory. This meant that there would be no
tax on inter-company dividends and that
many intermediary holding companies
would pass from base to apex. Thus t

tax toll at every step.

and Exchange Commis-

any public utility could organize as
as it wanted—thru which dividends

he dividend-devourers would dodge the

This House Committee Bill was quickly and wholeheartedly endorsed by

the U. S Chamber of Commerce.
owners’ general staff-—pretended
on the ground that it was a direct

The Committee of Public Utilitics—the big
to be opposed even to this toothless measure
step towards public ownrship of all public

atilities.” To the followers of Roosevelt the new form of the bill was anathema

because it emasculated the

clause aiming to check

holding company control.

Congressman Rayburn denounced it on the ground that it didn’t give the slight-

est protection against the milking of operating companics
which overcharge them for services, against
to keep up electric rates and political influence over regulatory bodies.”
war against the Roosevelt measusre, ca

by the holding units
“inflation of property values so as
In this

lled by the President “the emancipation

proclamation for stockholders,” the biggest coupon-clippers also turned their
heavy artillery against the TVA as the spearhead of government ownership.

The victory scored

powerful hold they have on legislation.
is ticd to the stake and what course we must therefore take.

by the utility corporations over Roosevelt shows the

It shows how American “democracy”
Indeed, it is silly

to think that the Rayburn-Wheeler bill, even in its original form, would have

effectively checked the concentration process.
with the interests of the great masses of the pcople.
a bit more secure the interests of the average stockholder, to enh

Nor did the bill concern itself
It aimed only to make

faith in stock ownership and thus to lend greater stability to the present eco

nomic system as a whole.

But apparently the top bankers dominating the util-

ities didn't see eye to eyc with the Administration, could sce no instability in
the present set-up.  They forthwith mobilized their huge lobby crew and pitted
their fabulous sums against the piles of dollars dangled before the Congressmen

by the Roosevelt machine in the

form of patrgnage, relief jobs, etc.
the greater dollar pull in this tug-of-war was shown by the vote.

Who had

“trust-busters” of yesterday as Representative George Huddleston of Alabama

walked the plank and defended
quent specches on Capitol Hill
saint-seducing.

the utilities.
and cashed in on the votes.
These real dictators of the country raised the fashionable and

Public utility money made elo-

Gold was indeed

false cry of dictatorship against Rooscvelt and posed as 14-karat democrats.

Clearly and sharply across party

lines did the cash cut. The President’s mighty

machine creaked and cracked. The archaic, misrepresentative, and misleading
character of the whole two party system was exposed in ugly relicf.

This defeat will not in the least hurt Roosevelt
Thercfore, it may not even substantially
the kingpins of industry and finance have no
And the so-called “more enlightened”
Roosevelt is trying to render them in a basic scnse
Before the masscs it will be all the casier for Rooses

cratic Party.
surcly see the real services
at an insignificant price.

as a vote-catcher in 1936.
affect his campaign funds. After all
better bet today than the Demo-
of them can and will

velt demagogically to pose as their champion, to advertise himsclf as whiter

than snow on a raven’s back.

This “big battle” only shows how thoroly corrupt and putrid cmploying
class politics is today, the utterly anti-working class nature of the whole Amer-

jcan governmental structure and system. .
Democratic Party, neither Roosevelt nor the notori-

neither the Republican nor

Every worker must conclude that

ous champion of the power interests, Congressman Snell, is worth the shake

of a lamb’s tail in confidence in so far as the
In this great game,

rural areas are concerned.

groups or sections of the ruling class,

working people in the city and
in this caustic contest between
both combatants consider the workers

and poor farmers as their pawns. All their promises to us are scrupuloucly

honored only in the breach and never in observance, .
The workers in the industrial centers and the poor farmers in the agri-
cultural sections dare not wait much longer in organizing a national mass poli-

tical party of their own to help them defend their
be too slow often means to be too late.

own immediate interests. To

Books of the Age

by Bertram D. Wolfe

PARTNERS IN PLUNDER, by J.'B.
Matthews and R. E. Shallcross. Covici-
Friede. 444pp., $2.50.

COUNTERFEIT, by Arthur Kallet. Van-
guard Press. 95pp., numerous illustra-
tions. $1.50.

THese two works add two more to the
distinguished line of books owing their
existence in whole or in part to the ac-
tivities of Consumers’ Research. Like
their predecessors they present concrete
evidence in support of an indictment of
the capitalist system in one of its grave,
albeit secondary offenses against man-
kind, namely wholesale cheating, coun-
terfeiting, adulterating, even poisoning,
inseparable from a system whose mo-
tive force is profit and not considerations
of human welfare.

Matthews and Shalleross have put into
their book all their indignation against
capitalism, all their evidence, great and
petty, all their major charges and minor
irritations, all their vast and unequal
collection of exhibits of great crimes and
petty absurdities, and the result is an

invaluable handbook for agitators but its
main line of thought is obscured, over
laid and ravelled by lack of system in
piling up the details and lack of a sense
of proportion in evaluating and coordi-
nating them.

Unlike its predecessors, such as 100,-
000,000 Guinea Pigs, the Matthews-Shall-
cross book attempts to go from its em-
pirical material (gleaned from Consu-
mers’ Research data and the ample if
rather indiscriminate clipping files of
the two authors) to theoretical analysis
and conclusions concerning the social
system that could produce the exhibits
in these successive “chambers of hor-
ror.” 'This is to be welcomed, for the
lack of such interpretation was a serious
defect of the previous works. But be-
cause Partners In Plunder attempts
more than its predecessors, we expect
more of it, that those who fulminate
against shoddy materials should be cer-
tain that they themselves are giving only
the best quality and workmanship in the
theoretical explanations they offer.

llustrative of the realities and

ance the general

EUROPE TODAY

(Continued from Page 1)

ever, considerable distrust because once
before Laval promised an energetic of-
fensive against the Fascists. The left
group in the Cabinet has decided to es-
tablish a sort of vigilance committee
during the period of parliamentary re-
cess. This committee.was to immediate-
ly convoke parliament in case of any
Fascist threat.

The danger of the present Fascist ad-
vance is that thespeople will become ac-
customed to the control of the streets
by the Fascists. This tactic is even more
dangerous because the Communist Party
of France and also the Socialist Party
of France have decided to conduct their
united front with the Radical Socialists
on a parliamentary basis. Only in the
last few days have we heard the slogan
of defense organizations against the
fascist terror (“Defense of the People”).

Now, Lebas has come forward with an
alarm call, in the central organ of the
Socialist Party, against this type of peo-
ple’s front. It is a sad situation indeed,
when critecism against this vulgarly op-
portunist falsification of the united front
tactic comes from the ranks of Social-
Democracy and from one of the leaders
of the present right-wing at that. The

motive of Lebas is basically right-wing.
He wants to assure himself against the
criticisms of the Communists, when the
Socialist Party takes its place in or sup-
ports a radical government.

As yet no criticism has come from the
Communist Party of France against the
vulgar opportunist line of the Party
leaders. It is high time that it show
itself openly since only Communist self-
criticism can overcome the offensive of
right-wing Social-Democracy, and can
save the French working class from
heavy losses and many disappointments,
which are bound to come if the united
front with the Radical Socialists conti-
nues to remain the main political ap-
proach of the “people’s front.” The
practical realization of this course will
come on July 14th, in the form of a joint
demonstration of Radical Socialists, So-
cialists and Communists. It is under-
stood that the Radical Socialist leader
and member of the government of na-
tional unity, Herriot, welcomes the con-
version of a demonstration of Socialist
and Communist workers into a patriotic
demonstration on July 14th. We hope
this shameful farce will open the eyes of
many Communist and Social-Democratic
workers.

The theory offered represents an un-
conscious attempt to mate essentially
middle-class illusions as to the existence
of a special class of consumers whose
special interests would develop a special
form of organization and activity, with
the Marxist method of analysis of and
struggle against capitalism. The result
is a peculiar hybrid, more consumer than
producer, more middle-class than Marx-
ist.

“Those who stand today,” write the
authors, “in a consumer’s relationship to
the supply of goods and services lack
the essentialg of political power: infor-
mation, communication, and organiza-
tion.” (p. 76)

But who does not stand in a “consu-
mer’s relationship to the supply of goods
and services”? Do not the producers

(workers and farmers)? Do not the
owners of industry? Do not the bank-
ers? The middle class? Would Mat-

thews and Shalleross advocate an ‘“‘or-
ganization” to include them all? If they
mean workers, is it not a mistake to put
undue emphasis on the “consumer’s rela-
tionship” which obscures class lines?
The authors promptly add to the con-
fusion by talk of a “‘consumer’s society”
which has “the aim to rgverse the exist-
ing equilibrium and weight all advan-
tages heavily on the side of the users of
goods and services.” (p. 77) DBehind this
obscure verbiage is the elementary Marx-
ist conception that in a socialist society
production will be directly for the sake

Even such

of use or consumption and not for profit.
But what a way of saying it!

To cap the climax the authors concede
the term “producers” to the non-produc-
tive exploiters and warn that: “Further
accentuation of the existing cquilibrium
of business society already heavily load-
ed for producers and sellers mcans poli-
tical reactien and eventually fascism;
readjustment (ie., in favor of consu-
mers and buyers—BDW) means revolu-
tion . . . Only when all men stand pri-
marily in the position of consumers with
reference to the available goods and ser-
vices of a society will it be possible to
eliminate class differentiation and there-
by establish a classless community.”
(p. 77) Such an analysis ignores the
creative, productive nature of man’s es-
sential activities. Man produces not
merely to sustain life, but also as a way
of life. But more serious is the fact
that our authors have stood things on
their heads: it is not the organization
of the consumer as consumer and the
inclusion of all men in the consumer re-
lationship as the primary one which will
establish a classless society; but it is
the rule of the producers (workers and
farmers) and the estaBlishment thru that
rule of a classless society which will
make possible production for use (mak-
ing consumption “primary”) in place of
production for profit.

The same shoddy adulteration of theo-
ry runs thruout the book. Thus on pages
188 to 191 we find the theories that:
(1) the quality of the goods that the
workers get is more important than the
quantity (to those who don’t get enough
to survive this is hardly true); (2) that
“searcity” may be relieved under capital-
ism as an “artifice of ‘recovery’ “but
quality cannot be tackled (thus Marx’s
theory of the increasing poverty of the
working class becomes the Matthews and
Shallcross theory of the increasing poi-
soning of the consumer class); (3) that
capitalist economy is most endangered at
the point of attack on the quality of its
goods (“if the existing economy sus-
tains a loss at this point, its entire mo-
rale and its hope of large-scale continua-
tion of exploitation of the masses will
have been shattered.”) Which makes
Consumers’ Research into something far
more important than the unions and the
Communist Party!

On page 304 “labor” is urged to find
“alliances” among the “unskilled” (al-
liances?!), the lower middle class, the
special racial groups and “among that
still larger eclement commonly called
‘consumers’ who may be aroused to fight-
ing indignation against the exploiters
and adulterators of goods.” What are
“exploiters of goods” and who are “con-
sumers” if they are not “labor,” not “un-
skilled workers,” mnot special racial

groups and not “lower middle class”?

Nor do our authors do any better in
their other central thesis in this book, a
thesis concerning itself with racketeering
and fascism. They use these words more
as expressions of abuse than as accurate
terms of social analysis with a definite
social content. Racketeering and “leg-
itimate” capitalist methods have many
elements in common, but to make them
identical is to obscure essential differ-
ences. The book speaks of the ‘‘para-
sitic racketeers of government,” the
“techniques which the business racket-
eers of society use against their victims,
the consumer-workers,” etc.

The treatment of fascism is more se-
rious—and more dangerous. “Fascism,”
they write, “is simply the projection into
conditions of crisis of the normal meth-
ods and purposes of a business society.”
(p. 22) What they mean, no doubt, is
that fascism is a form of capitalist re-
gime, but its methods are quite different
from those of “normal capitalism.” The
Bituminous Coal Code, they write, is
“out and out fascism” (p. 298) Our
authors are making the same fatal mis-
take which caused the German Commu-
nist Party to call Bruening, Von Papen,
Von Schleicher and the Socialist Gov-
ernment of Prussia all fascist (the last
“social fasecist”), so that Hitler scemed
to the workers who followed the party,
just one more fascist. This indiscrimi-
nate use of “fascist’” as a term of abuse,
like the cry of “wolf, wolf!” makes the
masses insensible to the fascist menace.
The authors eveh evolve a formula which
reads: “The number of customer-suckers
in business socicty is exactly equal to
the potential numerical support upon
which business may call when it needs
to put over fascism.” From which we
may conclude that every one who falls
for “B.0.” propaganda will necessarily
fall for Pelley or Smedley Butler and
that those who take Consumers’ Research
Service are immune to the blandish-
ments of an American Hitler!

Finally to make things complete, the
authors develop a theory of the hopeless-
ness of the organized labor movement
(“There is no cvidence that the Amer-
ican trade union movement will recog-
nize, in time, its real class interests.”
p. 295) and a theory of social fascism
(“When better counter-revolutionaries
are made, the Rand School and the Seo-
cialist Party of New York will make
them.”—p. 394). It is no defense of Al-
gernon Lee and James Oneal to say that
they are incapable of turning out even
“good” counter-revolutionists and that in
America the Socialist Party is in no posi-
tion, and gives no immediate prospect of
being in a position to become a signifi-
cant prop of capitalism or a significant
counter-revolutionary force. It seems
strange that it should be necessary to
remind these two so recently resigned
members to differentiate between such
men and the “Socialist Party of New
York” which contains many good if in-
completely developed revolutionists.

“Counterfeit”

It is a pity the very little space re-
mains for a consideration of Arthur Kal-
let’s book, Counterfeit. It represenis a
brilliant use of the camera and devices
for graphic presentation, the very tech-
nique of capitalist advertising, to expose
a number of frauds, adulterations and
poisons. Altho most of them are already
familiar, they are presented in so im-
posing and dramatic a fashion that every
page has a startling freshness and
power..

It is far more unassuming theoretical-
ly than the Matthews-Shalleross book,
but by virtue of that very fact it is
sounder, for it does not overplay the im-
portance of this “consumer” problem. Its
closing sentences are a model of what
such theorizing should be:

“It is hopeless to look for legisla-
tive remedies. The whole trouble is
that goods counterfeiting is not an
isolated phenomenon. The robbing
and the poisoning of the consumer, the
paying of starvation wages to work-
ers, the closing of schools to avoid
heavy taxes on business, the destruc-
tion of huge quantites of food while
children go hungry—these are all re-
lated symptoms of progressing and

incurable disease in an economic or-

TRADE UNION
NOTES

By GEORGE F. MILES
The governmental and presidential in-
terference causing the postponement of
the soft coal strike sharply brings to
mind that it may not be long before the
mere calling of a strike will be con-
sidered as an act of hostility to the gov-
ernment or, at the very least, a slap in

the face of our chief executive.

Old Guard Dual Unionism

The New York press reports that the
United Hebrew Trades, an old guard-
socialist bailliwick, is supporting the rac-
keteer Nemser who was ousted by the
A. F. of L. The Clothing Salesmen’s
Union, of which Nemser was boss, has
called upon William Green to take steps
against the U.H.T.

The old guard in the S.P. froths at the
mouth about the “dual unionism” of the
Communists but itself quietly undertakes
a little of it when a hard pressed racket-
eering supporter of the old guard calls
for help.

Comeback or Comedown?

If we are to believe the “Libertarian
Communist Journal”’—Vanguard, the
LW.W. is staging a phenomenal come-
pack. We quote from its May-June
issue:

“Its revolutionary principles, its
rank and file control and democratic
methods of organization has roused
hope and admiration to such an ex-
tent that a strike of charwomen
there (Cleveland) under its leader-
ship has continued now since Dec.
12th!”

For the LW.W. to have even called a
strike is of tremendous news value but
even more so would it have been had it
succeeded in settling a strike somewhere.

* * *

NOTE: Don’t let the name of the pa-
per fool you. It is an anarchist journal
in which there is to be found just about
as much communism as there is social-
ism in the Radical Socialist Party of
France.

Seeking a Trade Union Line

Incidentally the same issue of the
Journal carries considerable discussion
material on the trade union question. A
certain S. Weiner starts off by complain-
ing that:

“When the battle between the ‘so-
cialists’ and the ‘communists’ for con-
trol of the needle trades took place
several years ago, the anarchists had
an opportunity to show the workers
the validity of their principles and
tactics, to ‘give a revolutionary orien-
tation to the movement and point the
way out for the confused workers. Be-
cause they did not take an indepen-
dent position and swung their influ-
ence to the corrupt officialdom, they
unwittingly became a support for the
machine politicians.”

He then proceeds to analyze the con-
dition in the trade union movement and
finds that “the unions of the A. F. of
L. are assisting in, and becoming part of
the growing policy of fascization of our
cconomic life carried on by the govern-
ment” and therefore, considering the
A. F. of L. as labor’s Public Enemy No.
1, he insists that the need of the mo-
ment is that “The bureaucratic machine
of the A. F. of L. must be smashed and
the unions must be reorganized on the
principles of rank and file control, direct
action and workers democracy.”

R. W. writing in the same issue of
the paper underscores Weiner’s senti-
ments by remarking that “if history has
proven anything, it has at least shown
that the A. F. of L. is incapable of being
reformed and that only too often this
noble organization (a little dash of irony
we presume) represents capitalist inter-
ests instead of workers.”

* * *

We print these remarks not because
there is anything particularly new or re-
freshing about them—the official Com-
munist Party said the same much more
loudly, consistently and harmfully—but
because we know of a number of anar-
chists working today in the trade unions
in a constructive and militant manner
and we are certain that this attempt at
a “reorientation” of the anarchists in the
trade unions does not represent their
viewpoint.

ganism built up to safeguard profits

for the few who have wealth and

power without regard for the welfare
of the millions. The remedy must be

sought not in legislation, but in a

fundamental change in our economic

system.. But again we bump up
against the counterfeiters . . . who of-
fer us such counterfeit remedies as

the ‘New Deal' and the N.R.A. . . .

who may finally offer the supreme

counterfeit—fascism. -

“In the opinion of the author, goods
counterfeiting cannot be ended so long
as it pays; that is, so long as indus-
try is privately owned and profits are
the motivating force behind produc-
tion; and to suggest any easy remedy
would be to offer only one more coun-
terfeit to consumers.”

To which we can only say, “Bravo
Kallet”! Tn this work he has made great
strides forward in technique of presen-
tation as well as in theoretical clarity,
in comparison with his previous joint
work with Schlink, 100,000,000 Guinea
Pigs.
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