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At First
GLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

OR some time we haven’t heard

much wailing against Soviet “dump-
ing.” Straws are piling up to indicate
that this commercial gas attack against
the Soviet Union is soon to be resumed
in full force. The exact importance of
this propaganda against the U.S.S.R. is
not very vital just now. However, there
is a new angle to this phenomenon which
is highly significant. This time the
U.S.S.R. is not to be charged with under-
selling wheat and oil. Pig iron and steel
from the Soviet mills are now giving the
jitters to the biggest American steel
kings chasing for trade in the world
market.

A new “red menace,” eh? How soon
will the dim-wit Dickstein propose de-
portation of the Soviet rolling and
blooming mills and open-hearth ovens?
In a Congressional investigating com-
mittee anything is possible.

The socialist steelmakers are already
able to offer lower prices and speedier
deliveries. Today only the U.S. outranks
the Soviet Union in pig iron production.
Within the last four years the U.S.S.R.
has climbed from fifth to third place in
steel production and it is now practically
self-sustaining in steel-mill equipment
and products.

From the thatched roof to the steel
foundry is a very long way—traversed
in a rather short time by the Soviet
working class free from exploitation and
oppression. In the boundless liberated
energy and unfathomable devotion in the
growing collective spirit of the Russian
working masses is to be found the key
to the astounding success of socialist
construction in the Soviet Union.
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N respectable bourgeois democracies

when a big business man gets selected
to government office he usually resigns
all directorships in corporations. Really,
this is only an empty formality to help
hide the fraudulent substance of boss-
class democracy. Essentially, the com-
ing of such big shots into government
offices is only a manifestation of the
trend towards the merging of the mach-
inery of biggest business with the ap-
paratus of the government.

In the Labor and Socialist Interna-
tional (L.S.I.) which is the devoutest
defender of capitalist democracy, the
same procedure prevails. Emile Vander-
velde has recently entered the Belgian
government and, therefore, has resigned
his post as chairman of the L.S.I. Why?
We might embarass our “Militants” in
the American S. P. by asking them to
find out from their leader, Mayor Hoan
of Milwaukee, why it is impermissible
for a member of the Belgian Cabinet
to be a member of the Executive Bureau
of the Labor and Socialist International.
One might even grow a little more in-
quisitive and ask some little ex-Com-
munists, now at home in the S.P., why
is it permissible for a member and chair-
man of the Executive Bureau of the L.
S.I. to become a member of the imperial-
ist Belgian government—if the reverse
is taboo.

And in parenthesis, it is not untime-
ly to add that after Vandervelde became
a Minister of ‘His Majesty’s (shades of
the Congo) Belgian ‘“democratic” gov-
ernment, the seat of the L.S.I. Bureau
was moved from Zurich (Switzerland)
to Brussels (Belgium). Frankly, we are
not a bit suspicious as to why the actual
removal of headquarters followed the
formal resignation of Vandervelde. We
can understand why the seat of the body
should be at least in the same country
as its real head is. But why then all
this performance of meaningless resig-
nation from the L.S.I. Executive? Is
it because Belgium has a genuine demo-
cratic monarch and not a bogus demo-
cratic king?

Maybe the Kautsky of 25 years ago
could enlighten us? Maybe.

* »* *

OMPARISONS are all too often

>dious. That alone is the reason

for our not comparing with anything un-
der the sun the remedy for the crisis re-
cently proposed by Samuel Harden
Church, president of the Carnegie Insti-
tute. Said this Pittsburgh solon: “Busi-
ness conditions are in two kinds of a
form—physical and mental. . . . It is my
belief conditions won’t improve until
there is a clear understanding of the
policy of the Administration . . .. when
the President’s purposes are understood.”
What a simple solution! So simple
that Sidney Hillman palmed it off in
this fashion on the Cutters at the last in-
stallation of their officers in the “Big
Four” Local. Embracing Mr. Church’s
approach, Hillman declared: “Think of
it—without an NRA, what would happen
in our industry? .. . But then Presi-
dent Roosevelt took his coat off. And

(Continued on Page 3)

Fur Council

Elects Officers

Many Progressives Elected To
Important Posts; Delegates
To Convention Chosen

NEW YORK, N. Y.—The Joint Coun-
cil of the International Fur Workers
Union, carried thru an election for offi-
cers and members of the Council, on
Thursday May 9th, at the offices of the
union.

Despite the widespread unemployment
which kept many of the workers from the
polls because of being in arrears in dues
and also despite the terror campaign un-
leashed by the dual union strong arm
boys to keep workers from the polls,
almost 600 turned out to vote.

Despite a number of independent can-
didates there was also the joint slate of
the administration and the progressive
group, which was arrived at after a pro-
gram of activity for the union had been
agreed upon. Without any exceptions
this slate carried. The progressives had
a majority for Joint Council delegates.
The following six business agents were
elected: B. Baraz, Mike Intrator, Jack
Bernstein, Nathan Fishkoff, Harold
Goldstein and Sam Miretsky. The first
two are progressives.

Among the delegates elected. to the
Council are eight active progressives,
and six progressives were elected as dele-
gates to the national convention to be
held in Toronto beginning on May 16.

SOCIALISTS, COMMUNISTS
LOSE IN ELECTION

BALTIMORE, Md.—Returns in the
city elections held here indicate a poor
showing for both the Socialist and Com-
munist Parties.

Mike Berthold, Communist candidate
for mayor, secured 365 votes or consid-
erably less than the Communist Party
polled in previous city elections.

Elizabeth Gillman, Socialist candidate
for Mayor, received about 2,000 votes or
about half of the previous Socialist Party
strength.

Shoe Workers
Start Big Drive

United Shoe Opens Fire On
Middle West Open
Shop Cities

BOSTON, Mass.—The new admnistra-
tion of the United Shoe & Leather Work-
ers Union, headed by General Organizer
1. Zimmerman and Secretary-Treasurer
George A. Wilson, met in executive ses-
sion early last week, and drew up a
series of recommendations which will be
presented to the membership of the
Union for ratification, modification or re-
jection. The approved plan high-lights
the organization of the Midwest, Maine
and New Hampshire.

The sessions of the new General Ex-
ecutive Board opened with two inform-
ative reports on conditions in Chicago,
Illinois and Rochester, New York, given
by Walter Fogarty and Irving Goodman.

Thomas F. O’Neil of Haverhill was
elected as permanent chairman and will
preside at all meetings of the Board.
The following sub-committees were then
elected: .

Organization Committee: Ernest Maz-
manian of Haverhill, George Wilkins of
Lynn and Albert Shore of Lawrence.

Finance Committee: Mrs. Rose Gaut-
reau of Lynn, Eli LaPlante of Haverhill
and Alfred Bertrand of Marlboro.

Grievance and Appeals Committee:
Irving Goodman of Chicago, Walter
Fogarty of Rochester, and John C. Dris-
coll of Lynn,

Education Committee: Thomas F.
O’Neil of Haverhill, M. Salvaggio of
Boston and Fred Dufour of Lynn.

Press Committee: George Wilkins of

Colt Arms Company
" Threatens Strikers

HARTFORD, Conn.—The strike in the
Colt Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing
Company is entering a new stage. The
company has announced in a public
statement that unless the strikers return
unconditionally by May 16 they will open
up the factory and begin production.

Since the strikers are holding the lines
very firmly it is expected that severe
resistance will be offered. If the general
support of the trade unions in Hartford
and elsewhere was ever needed it is
right now when the company is pre-
paring to break up the strike.

v

FRANK BRESLOW

Organizer for the LL.G.W.U. in Mon-
treal, serving six months sentence for
trade union activity. ,His case is arous-
ing widespread interest in the Canadian
trade union movement.

Dillon Forces

On Toledo

LEFTS GAIN HEAVILY
IN FRENGH POLL

PARIS,

elections showed little if any changes

France.—~The municipal

as far as the bourgeois parties are
concerned. The Communists record-
In Paris the
Communists now have 8 as against
Of the cities
with a 5,000 population, the Social-

ed significant gains.

one city Councillor.

ists won 168 and the Communists 90.

The Socialists and Communists
supported each others candidates
in districts where reactionaries
threatened to win.

France and Soviet Sign
Mutual Defense Pact

The Franco-Soviet negotiations have
resulted in a further rapprochement be-
tween the viewpoints of the two coun-
tries involved. The Soviet government
emphatically stated in a Tass press
release that it was more concerned with
the fact that the pledges were the same
for both parties, that they were precisely
defined and contained no attacks on any
other country, than over the fact that
they could be invoked “automatically.”

The references in some French news-
papers to the effect that the stipulations
of the pact are to be supplemented by a
practical cooperation of the general
staffs in the preparation of mutual aid
in case of an attack by an aggressor are
noteworthy. As is well known the En-
tente pacts had similar provisions. The
principle difference, however, is that
while England, France and Czarist Rus-
sia pursued imperialist aims, the S. U.
cannot and does not have imperialist
aims. The technical similarities in this
case by no means coincide with the pol-
itical aims.

Italy Maneuvers
With Poland

In the meantime several detailed facts
have been made public on the Italian-
Polish negotiations. Italy seeks in Poland
a counter-force against the Franco-
Soviet rapprochement. In order to ex-
clude the Soviet Union, Italy has made
an offer to the Baltic states to include
them in the Danube pact and give them
guarantees of security. This Italian
maneuver initiated in Stresa was one of
the causes for the vacillations and hesita-
tions on the part of the French govern-

Lynn, Albert Shore of Lawrence and M.
Salvaggio of Boston.

Former General Organizer William J.
Mackesey then reviewed the year’s work
for the benefit of the new Board. Gen-
eral Organizer Zimmerman then outlined
his plan for the organization. It included,
a staff of efficient organizers, the estab-
lishment of State Councils, radio broad-
casts on unionism where necessary, more
vigorous efforts in the Midwest.

The two great problems that are para-
mount in the opinion of the Union’s
new leaders fall into two categories:
strengthening the Union internally—
better cooperation between the various
Union divisions, greater education of the
membership, more consultation with the
membership, a more efficient method for
running the Union; secondly, the vast
unorganized territory of the Midwest,
which is today making the shoes once
made by New England shoe workers.

JAY LOVESTONE

Secretary, Communist Party
(Opposition)
speaks on
THE SIXTH WORLD CONGRESS
OF THE
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EUROPE TODAY

By August Thalheimer

ment in its negotiations with the Soviet
Union.

England’s “Mediation”
Nears End

Anglo-German negotiations on air
forces are scheduled for May but Ger-
many has already started the discussion
with another fait accompli a la March
16th, She has officially informed England
that she will build 12 submarines of 250
tons each. Germany has thus scrapped
the air fleet restrictions of the Versail-
les treaty which forbade Germany to
build submarines. It has hereby touched
a very sensitive spot in England’s heart.
What is the purpose of this maneuver?
The League of Nations has appointed a
committee which is to set economic sanc-
tions in case of new treaty violations by
Hitler. These sanctions have not yet
been determined. Hitler is confident that
this latest violation will receive no sanc-
tions either. Germany wants to demon-
strate the practical worthlessness of the
Geneva decision, and at the same time
answer England in particular for par-
ticipating in the Stresa and Geneva con-
ferences. It is a new attempt by Ger-
many to intimidate her neighbors.

The English government, on its part is
utilizing this new step by Hitler to get
the English masses into the appropriate
mood for approving new plans for in-
creased air and naval forces. The restitu-
tion of universal conscription in Ger-
many did not bother the “man in the
street” very much. The German air and
naval armaments however are of direct
concern to him. The article of MacDonald
in the “News Letter” also states that
England is well aware of the fact that it
can no longer play the role of a mediator
between Germany and France.

Germany Seeks
Credits Again

German re-armament has reached a
point fraught with economic dangers.
Herr Schacht has therefore tried to find
out whether Germany. can get credits in
England and America for deliveries of
raw materials. As security for these
credits Schacht offered all the foreign
“yaluta” now in Germany. America re-
jected this offer and the same is expect-
ed of England. The attempts, however,
will be continued in one form or another.
The American people must know that all
credits which are today granted to Hit-
ler Germany are war credits. It must
know furthermore that these credits are
lost and finally it must be aware of the
fact that all foreign credits will prolong
the terror regime of the Nazis. These
are three good reasens for agitating
against any credits whatsoever by Amer-
ican bankers to Hitler Germany.

(Continued on Page 3)

Sympathy Strike
Ousts 18 Thugs

BELLEVILLE, Ill.—This town saw a
peculiar kind of labor holiday en May
8th. As a result of a strike of the work-
ers in the Illinois Power and Light Com-
pany, the firm brought in 18 outsiders to
guard the scabs working in the plant.

The Central Labor Union, attacking
company officials for bringing in these
18, whom they called gangsters, called a
protest “holiday” and 3,000 trade union-
ists responded by abstaining from work.
The “holiday” was declared off when the
company discharged the thugs and called
in the local police to take over guard

duty.

Settlement
Auto Strikers

Dillon Threatens Expulsion
To Secure Approval For
Peace Pact

TOLEDOQ, Ohio.—The strike of 3,000
Chevrolet transmission workers was
called off last night by the adoption of
the proposal to accept the pact sup-
ported by the A. F. of L. organizers.

After a bitter battle before the mem-
bership in which the local leadership
headed by Roland, fought against the
approval, Dillon succeeded, by threats
of expulsion from the A. F. of L. to se-
cure a favorable vote of 732 to 385 for
calling off the strike.

Earlier in the meeting Dillon had
walked out of the meeting in a huff be-
cause the strikers had passed a motion
confining the speakers list to strike com-
mittee members only. However, this was
later modified and he was permitted to
speak.

Roland claimed that the strike must
continue because the company still re-
fused to recognize the union, and in
terms of concessions makes very slight
ones. He called upon the workers not
to leave the strikers in others cities in
the cold.

According to the terms of the settle-
ment the company agrees to meet with
representatives of the employes (not ne-
cessarily the union), recognizes a shop
committee, discharged or suspended
workers may appeal to the shop com-
mittee for redress of grievances, time
and a half for overtime (as against
double time demanded), one hour pay
instead of two as demanded, on being
turned back after reporting for work,
and a slight increase in rate as against
the 40% increase demanded by the work-
ers.

One of the contested questions is the
return on the basis of seniority. Here
is where serious trouble may begin if
the company begins to discriminate.

Teachers Fight
Project Cut

Students Help In Fight To
Restore Unemployed To
Teaching Jobs

CHICAGO, Ill.—The Union of Chicago
Teachers of Adult Education (A.F. of L.
Local No. 346) has put up a militant and
well-organized fight for the reinstate-
ment of the federal emergency teachers
in Chicago. Nine hundred of these teach-
ers have been cut off from their means
of living by the stoppage of all federal
relief funds in the state of Illinois.

All pay on. the emergency education
program stopped Friday, April 26. Due
to the fact that a vacation was to start
on that day most of the teachers were
not even aware that their jobs were
gone. On Sunday the union met and set
up an emergency committee to call a

mass meeting of all teachers on federal
emergency projects and to take any
other action necessary in the crisis. A
speedy mobilization brought out 250
teachers. The mass meeting overwhel-
mingly passed resolutions for the im-
mediate reinstatement of the emergency
education program and all other relief,
for the passage of legislation to provide
state funds for relief from some source
other than the sales tax, and for the
repeal of the present state sales tax.
The meeting turned down by a majority
of only 18 votes a proposal of the emer-
gency committee that the whole meeting
accompany the committee to present to
the relief commission the resolution for
immediate reinstatement.

A committee of 16 was selected to
present the resolution to the relief com-
mission and another mass meeting was
called to hear the report of the com-
mittee. At the following meeting, after
hearing the report, a motion was passed
almost unanimously that the teachers
meet their first classes next week to get
the support of their students in the de-
mand for reinstatement of the program,
but that they refuse to do volunteer
teaching and do not begin teaching again
until their pay is assured.

In the two mass meetings the uniomr
has contacted over one-third of the
emergency teachers in Chicago. Fifty ap~
plications for membership were obtain-
ed at the two meetings. Because the
union acted quickly and militantly it:
gained wide support, aroused many of
its own inactive members and is now in
a position to thoroughly organize the:

Chicago emergency teachers.
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The Question
Of Expulsions

By BERTRAM D. WOLFE

In this and the next issue Comrade Wolfe
answers the eighth in a series of fourteen
questions sent in by an intellectual under the
caption “Things We Want To Know.” The
letter was published in full in Number 11
of the Workers Age. For the convenience of
our readers we are republishing Question
Eight:

L] - *

8. ISNT THERE SOMETHING
WRONG WITH A SYSTEM UNDER
WHICH LEADERS OF SUCH PROVEN
ABILITY AS JAY LOVESTONE, LEON
TROTSKY, M. N. ROY AND BERT
WOLFE CAN BE TOSSED INTO THE
DISCARD? If the system permitted them
to be sacrificed once, how are you going to
correct it to make such sacrifice impossible in
the future? It is certainly wasteful to deny
the movement the services of such men. Trot-
sky was good emough to be Lenin's right
hand man. Surely he hasn’t lost all the
ability he once had. His exile reminds me of
Hitler tossing out Einstein. I knoaw you don’t
like Trotsky and 1 knmow why you object to
him—but surely he has earned a right to
present his case in the land he helped to
create. After all, perhaps he MIGHT fe
right. And Heaven knows the movement
needs a man awith Lowestone's intelligence.
How can you justify a system which is
capable of such mistakes? And, more impor-
tant, how will you prevent their possibility in
the future?

. %

How do we justify the expelling of
persons loyal to Communism and cap-
able of furthering the development of
our movement? We don’t. If we could
endorse such things we would not now
be in the Communist Opposition. If the
Communist International were today in
a healthy condition, if it were based
upon a sound structure of inner party
democracy combined with centralized
leadership and discipline in action, if it
were not disrupted by factionalism, if it
possessed a collective leadership in place
of a monopoly of leadership by the Rus-
sian party and an unhealthy tendency to
personal monopoly of leadership within
that party—undoubtedly the Communist
International would have avoided many
losses and defeats and would have been
spared the disruptive crises of the last
six years. In that case Jay Lovestone
would no doubt be secretary of our par-
ty today and recognized as one of the
outstanding leaders of the Communist
International and M. N. Roy, in his In-
dian prison, would be mentioned together
with Thaelmann in every demand by
Communist-controlled organizations for
the release of our proletarian heroes
from the bastilles of reaction. To the
shame of our movement be it said that
the petty vindictiveness of factional con-
siderations even follows our members
into the dungeon, and the International
of revolution makes common cause with
British imperialism in a conspiracy of
silence to conceal the fact that the out-
standing leader of the Indian revolution
is lying helpless and ill in a jail in In-
dia!

HOW TO CORRECT IT

“How are you going to correct it?,”
you ask, “and make such sacrifice im-
possible in the future.” No honest, think-
ing man will give you guarantee for the
future of even the best movement—and,
in our opinion, the Communist move-
ment, even with all its defects, is the
best movement in the world today.

But of this much you can be sure;
The Communist Opposition has dedicated
itself to the task of strengthening the
Communist movement, of making it more
fit for its large tasks, by fighting against
such a state of affairs till they are cor-
rected. History and the needs of our
movement demand that the fight be
fought and won. Recent developments
give increasing evidence that it will be
won. And when that fight is over, when
inner party democracy has been restored,
when a genuine world collective leader-
ship has been developed, then such a
crisis is far less likely to occur again.
By making the present in proper fashion,
man does what he humanly can to shape
the future. To give other guarantees ex-
cept those arising out of your own activ-
ity and the objective possibilities, is
quackery or fortune-telling. You, and
those like you, who want to see such
things corrected, if your desires are not
to remain mere impotent dreams, must
jdin the Communist Opposition in its
fight for Communist Unity and inner
party democracy (these do not make up
all but they do make up an important
part of our aims), and thus help to
secure the kind of future for our move-
ment that you desire. A Victory for the
Communist Opposition would be the best,
the only possible guarantee, that such
things could not readily occur again.

Here I might stop, but your question
really contains several other implications
and issues that require analysis and
answers. Especially there are two con-
cealed questions: (1) Why are there such
differences and divisions in the Com-
munist movement? and (2) What is our
attitude on Trotsky whose name is omit-
ted from my discussion above? The
second question I have taken up at
length elsewhere (See, for example, the
appendix on “Trotsky and Trotskyism”
in “What is the Communist Opposition”
—Workers Age Pub. Co., 15 cents). But
both questions, however, briefly, should
be answered here, and next week I shall

By BEN LIPSIGER

In the first article which appeared in
the Workers Age of April 20th (No. 16),
we outlined the problems of the auto
workers, the plans of the employers, and
pointed out that the only effective
answer of the United Automobile Work-
ers Union was to prepare and mobilize
the workers in the automobile and auto
plants for a general strike movement in
the entire industry. We also pointed out
that the highly developed mechanism in
the production of automobiles makes it
possible in the peak of the production
period to halt production at the strategic
points in the auto parts plants, the body
plants and assembly lines.

The strikes now taking place in Toledo
and Cincinnati at the Chevrolet and
Fisher Body plants prove the correctness
of our estimate. The strike of the trans-
mission plant in Toledo has tied up a
number of Chevrolet and Fisher Body
plants in Cleveland, Murray, Atlanta,
Janesville, Fort Smith, Kansas City, St.
Louis, Baltimore, Tarrytown and Buf-
falo. Had the general strike movement
been timed for the peak production
period at the end of February or the
beginning of March, as proposed by the
progressives of a number of the federal
local unions in the Detroit District Coun-
cil of the U.A.W.U., the auto workers
could not only have won an increase in
wages and improved conditions, but what
is even more important, they could have
established a strong, unionized base in
the industry. .
This, of course, would have necessitat-
ed the execution of the motions twice
adopted at the Detroit District Council
for the calling of a National Emergency
Conference of representatives of all the
federal local unions in the automobile
and auto parts plants for the purpose
of preparing the most extensive organ-
izational drive in the Industry, and draw-
ing in all the constructive active ele-
ments in the local unions as the driving
force for a successful organization drive
in preparation for strike action. .
The organizers of the A. F. of L. did

not choose to rely on these constructive

Toledo Strike Shows Fighting Mood

forces in the industry who carried on
the work of organization in the plants
in spite of all obstacles. They were
rather afraid of these new elements in
the factories who were building the
unions for the purpose of immediately
trying to improve the most degraded
conditions in the industry, and who knew
this was only possible thru the prepara-
tion of a general strike movement.

The organizers of the A. F. of L.
knew well that the sentiment for strike
action was very strong among auto-
mobile workers. They also realized, from
the experience of the premature Murray
Body strike, that should strike action
take place, the active forces of the
U.A.W.U. would assert themselves, would
come to the front, and it wouldn’t be so
easy for the organizers to deal with
them.

Realizing the strength of the strike
sentiment among the workers, the
strategy of the A, F. of L. organizers
was to talk strike, but not to prepare
for it. Even after the communication
for the strike poll was sent on March 1,
1935, to all 176 local unions, no organ-
izational steps whatever were taken to
prepare the strike movement.

That strike talk was only a means to
“force” 'the employers td enter into
negotiations with the U.A.W.U. could be
seen from the statement issued by Mr.
Dillon (A. F. of'L. organizer for the
Auto industry) to the Detroit News
(March 2) in which he stated that. “the
strike vote did not necessarily mean
that a strike would be called.”

The organizers were not conducting
any organization campaign in the large
auto plants, which is the first prerequi-
site for successful strike action. Wher-
ever there was any possibility for strike
action (Kelsey Wheel, Detroit Gear),
Dillon did everything possible to refer
them to the Regional Labor Board, there-

from the large production plants under
the jurisdiction of the National Auto-
mobile Labor Board.

The A. F. of L. centered its attention
on negotiations with the various govern-
mental boards and in lobbying in Wash-
ington for the purpose of abolishing the
National Automobile Labor Board and
substituting for it a new board in which
labor would have more “confidence.”
They dickered so long that they passed
the peak of the production period and
missed the opportunity to strike at the
most favorable time.

|

One of the “concessions” made by Pre-
sident Roosevelt when he renewed the
Automobile Code on January 31st, was
that the employers agreed to regularize
employment in the auto industry. Those
acquainted with the situation in the in-
dustry know that this was mere talk.
There are two reasons why it is hardly
possible to regularize employment under
the present conditions.

1. The automobile industry is greatly
overexpanded. According to Moody’s
special automobile survey made in 1933,
the productive capacity of the industry
is from 7 to 9 million cars per year. The
total production for the year 1934 was
2,846,000 cars, and even if the most
optimistic predictions for 1935 come
true, the production for this year will be
about 3% million, or 456 to 50% of
capacity. The government is not only
desirous that the industry maintain this
productive capacity, but that it even ex-
pand it, since the auto industry is es-
sentially a war industry.

2. In an overexpanded industry, it is
cheaper, from a technical standpoint, to
run for a short time at high capacity,
than to spread production over a long
period at low capacity. Overhead costs
can in this way be lowered. Especially

Regularization of Employment

by disconnecting and isolating them

in the automobile industry, so highly

Realism Faces Adventurism
In Field Of Unemployed
Organization

In this fair city of Hamilton, the home
of Canadian Westinghouse, the Steel Co.
of Canada, International Harvester, etc.,
etc., 13,000 free born Britishers breathe
free British air, pound the sidewalks
with true British courage, patiently
waiting for the dawn of British Empire
Prosperity, while their half starved
children salute the Union Jack and sing
God Save the King.

» * *

We also have here a District of the
Communist Party of Canada, whose sole
objective seems to be to sabotage and
strangle at birth any serious attempt to
organize and educate the aforesaid army
of unemployed. They seem to think (for
they most certainly practice it) that the
unemployed can be organized by spewing
filth at all those they disagree with.
They take it for granted that the
Canadian unemployed can be rallied by
such slogans as “Defend The Soviet
Union” or “Down With the Social Fas-
cists.”

Beginning The Job

The first attempt at organization was
made by the C.P. in 1930. The demands,
at the time, were $26 per week for a
married couple and two dollars extra
for each child. The “solid” British work-
er stood aghast, they thought a bunch
of lunatics had escaped. The average
wage of those lucky enough to have a
job was $18 and here were the unem-
ployed asking $26 and extras. It was the
joke of the season.

Then something happened. Comrade
Patterson and Flatman put forward the
slogan of $10 a week and $2 for each
child. The same “solid” British workers
listened and flocked to organize. It
sounded like common sense to them. It
five weeks the organization had per-
manent headquarters and 2,500 paid up
members.

C. P. Disruption

This immediately became subject for
profound cogitation by the whole Polit-
buro. Why did the C.P. fail while Pat-
terson and Flatman succeeeded in doing
a whole lot? The problem was finally
“solved” by declaring Patterson and
Flatman to be social-fascists, renegades,
counter-revolutionists and .also reform-
ists. There could be no two ways about
it—when they ask for $10 while the
C.P. asks for $26. With this as a just-
ification the C.P. members cheerfully
proceeded to sabotage and hamper the
work of the organization.

The work continued nevertheless. The
organization staged the only demonstra-
tion the city has had then or sinc®, which
was powerful enough to break thru the
police cordon and go right thru to its
planned objective. But Patterson was
arrested on charges of unlawful assem-
bly, assaulting the police and a few
other charges. To cap it all the dispen-
sers of Canadian bourgeois justice also
ordered him deported to his native Scot-

try to answer them.

land. The jailing of Patterson and the

Organizing the Unemployed in Hamilton

continued sabotage of the party people
caused the organization to decline and
it has not been revived yet.

Patterson Goes CPO

Upon Comrade Patterson return he
was much surprised to receive a letter
from the Executive Committee of the
Party in Torronto telling him that if he
but recognize the error of his ways all
will be forgiven and the doors opened
wide for his admission to the C.P. But
this was not to be for Patterson had
been reading and thinking and finally
joined the Communist Opposition. That
finished him as far as the C.P. was con-
cerned. He has since been the object of
the “damned and doomed” tactics of the
party.

A few weeks ago Comrade Patterson
proposed a unity resolution in the unem-
ployed organization. The motion read:

“Resolved that in view of the fact
that the working class vote was split
three ways at the recent municipal
elections, by Communist, Labour Par-

Legionaires Organize
Against Labor

Hearst Calls For Vigilante
Groups To Fight Labor
In Bay State

BOSTON, Mass.—As elsewhere the
Fascist Hearst press of New England
is openly utilizing the American Legion,
Vigilantes, etc. in a campaign against
the trade unions and labor organizations.
On Friday, May 3, the “Boston Evening
American” editorialized as follows under
the caption: “Discouraging Radicals,—
Legion Ehows Strength.”

“Strength discourages disease.

“This nation can throw off the germs
of Communism if it exercises regularly
to build and preserve a healthy constitu-
tion.

“The Braintree Post of the American
Legion has reorganized its Legion
Guard, a unit that performed invaluable
public service during the ‘Red’ uprisings
attending the Sacco-Vanzetti case.

“This group, numbering 30 trained
men, is now a weapon in the Legion’s
great campaign against Communism,
Fascism and other subversive propa-
ganda. ’

“The State Department of the Amer-
ican Legion is considering adopting the
plan throughout the Commonwealth and
proposing it on a national basis. It is an
excellent idea.

“Physical strength and the mental at-
titude it induces will discourage the little
bugs attacking this country’s health.”

JOIN
the

Communist Opposition
§1 West 14th Street '
New York City

ty and C.C.F. candidates, thereby al-

lowing the capitalist candidates to

capture the City Hall. We, the Mount

Hamilton Unemployed demand that

the Communist Party, Labour Party

and Canadian Commonwealth Federa-
tion come to some arrangement to en-

sure that the workers can vote on a

United Labour Ticket.”

Strange as it may seem this appeal
for unity during the elections caused a
bitter attack on Patterson by the Com-
munist Party. With this resolution, said
these “bright” lads, Patterson was split-
ting the unemployment movement.

Tho today there is hardly an unem-
ployed movement in existence, we may
have one some day when the strangle
hold of the Party is forced loose or when
the real change of line finally percolates
thru to the Canadian Party.

SHAMEFUL SLANDER!

“There is a danger, however, of a divi-
sion of forces on United Youth Day,
May 30. That this is a real danger is
indicated by the action of Meclos Most,
Y.P.S.L. delegate, in informing a recent
meeting of the Continuation Committee
in N. Y. that his organization would not
participate in demonstrations with
T.U.U.L. organizations, which he falsely
characterized as ‘dual unions’ . .. ” From
a Daily Worker Editorial.

BRADLEY'’S .-
.« CAFETERIA

SEASONABLE
FOOD

. AT
REASONABLE
PRICES

6th Ave. at 14th St.

AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY STILL IN GREAT FERMENT

mechanized, with its tremendous out-
lays for tools, special machinery and
general equipment, is it more profitable
to gear up production and run at full
capacity for a short period. This ac-
counts for the production cycles, peaks
and shut-downs.

That the employers intend to proceed
as they have previously, can be seen
from the concentration of production
this year. Especially can this be seen in
the Ford Motor Company which, ac-
cording to Cram’s reports, has produced,
in the first three months of this year,
411,623 cars or 60% of the entire 1934
production.

The conditions of the workers in the
auto industry wil not be improved by
the free will and paternalistic attitude
of the employers. It can only be done
through the building of a powerful union
of the automobile workers.

‘What To Be Done

The decision of the A. F. of L. for the
building of an industrial union in the
automobile industry must be put into
efect. The union must be built on the
basis of the United Mine Workers of
America, taking in every worker in the
industry. The A. F. of L. convention in
San Francisco left a loophole open in
the organization of the auto union on
the question of the machinists, pattern-
makers and polishers. If these crafts
should be allowed to maintain their sepa-
rate organizations, it would be the great-
est obstacle in the organization and the
building of an efficient automobile work-
ers union. The existence of these sepa-
rate craft unions would also be the
greatest hindrance and obstacle in the
way of merging the existing independent
unions among the tool and die makers
(MESA), engineers and draftsmen (So-
ciety of Designing Engineers), and the
Dingmen’s Club.

The U.A.W.U. should work in close
cooperation with the Rubber Workers
Union and the Steelworkers Union. It
must be built on the basis of real trade
union democracy. The representatives of
the various local unions assembled in the
constituent convention must be given an
opportunity to select their own officers
and leaders who would guide them in
their great tasks of organizing and
building the union in all of the auto-
motive centers. This leadership must in-
clude the most active forces of the
various loeal unions and district councils
of the auto workers.

No matter what the outcome of the
present strikes in Toledo and. Cincin-
nati may be, it will not determine the
conditions for the workers in the entire
industry. In order to accomplish this, it
it necessary that the U.A.W.U. im-
mediately initiate and prepare an organ-
ization campaign for the purpose of get-
ting improved conditions nationally. It is
essential that the union secure the sup-
port of the entire labor movement in
the United States.

The issues and problems with which
the auto workers are confronted—Ilabor
union vs. company union in all forms,
works council plans, etc.—are of para-
mount importance to the entire labor
movement. The outcome of this struggle
in the auto industry will determine the
path along which the labor movement
will progress. The entire labor movement
must rally behind the automobile work-
ers and give them the maximum organ-
izational and financial support. A gen-
eral call must be sent out by the ex-
ecutive council of the A. F. of L. to all
the local unions and central labor bodies
for this purpose.

It is absolutely essential that all the
progressive forces who have a clear cut
vision of the developments in the indus-
try should organize themselves for the
purpose of carrying through this pro-
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TRADE UNION
NOTES

By GEORGE F. MILES

The Progressive Miners of America is
demanding a federal investigation of
the role of the United Mine Workers in
the bloody clashes that have recently
occurred in Royalton, Ill. Needless to
say, this ery goes up for purely faction-
al interests and not because workers
have been killed and wounded. There
are killed and wounded also on the side
of the United Mine Workers and the
members of the P.M.A. are hardly the
sweet-cooing pigeons they are made out
to be. Both in Southern Illinois and in
the Anthracite bombing workers homes,
slugging and shooting were introduced
and became widespread with the rise of
dual unionism and no federal investiga-
tion can possibly do any good.

A Possible Danger

It is quite likely that a federal inves-
tigation can do considerable and lasting
harm to trade unionism in the mine
fields. These days, when governmental
fingers itch for a chance to meddle,
regulate or control the trade unions, is it
particularly dangerous to demand fede-
ral investigations of this or that union.

Out For Blood

We hold no brief for Ray Edmundson
and his associates who are alleged to
have shot down the P.M.A. workers. No
doubt their portraits painted by the
P.M.A. is accurate. We think, however,
that the P.M.A. has been quite careful
to delete certain essential information
which, tho not justifying such bloody at-
tacks surely helps to explain them.

For instance, the Progressive Miner
(P.M.A. official organ) declares the pur-
pose of the meeting to have been to dis-
tribute easter eggs and chocolate bun-
nies and to hold “services in memory of
Him who so conclusively proved the
mastery of righteousness over evil and
life over death.” Truly a touching scene.
However, it is a fact that somewhere in
between the distribution of the dyed
eggs and the services for “Him” they

- did manage to find time to discuss and

decide to pull out one of the Peabody
mines operating under contract with the
United Mine Workers. An unsuccessful
attempt was even made to carry out
this decision on April 24, the day of the
funeral of the murdered Edris Mabie.

The Progressive Miner further informs
us that not a single shot was fired by
any of the progressive miners. This is
a surprising statement considering the
fact that upon the arrest of Edmundson
and his associates they were all found to
be wounded. ‘“Apparently,” comments
the Progressive Miner, “caught in the
crossfire of their fellow conspirators.”

The truth of the matter seems to be
that it was a pitched battle like so many
others in the past, only more bloody.
These clashes are by-products of parallel
unionism and will disappear when dual
unionism is wiped out.

- - L]

LUNACY ON THE RAMPAGE

In passing we’d like to say that the
Progressive Miner is quite a unique
paper. It leaves one with the unshakable
impression that it is edited by a raving
maniac. The paper shrieks hysterically
every time the U.M.W. is mentioned, and
it is mentioned quite often. And every
time Communism is touched upon, the

GIUSTI'S
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. By B. BARAZ

The eleventh convention of the Inter-
national Fur Workers Union, opening
soon in Toronto, Canada, will be faced
with many difficult problems. Whether
our union in New York and other cen-
ters is to be rebuilt and strengthened
will largely depend upon the answer
that this convention will give.

Unity Is
Basic Question’
The basic question will be that of
unity. The New York center is demor-
alized and the union forces split into
two camps. The “left” which has func-
tioned as a dual union is now reorgan-
izing itself into an Independent Interna-
tional Fur Workers Union. The major-
ity of the workers in New York are
either unorganized or at best carry two
books. Under such conditions the bosses
continue to thrive and the workers to be
robbed of conditions. In return for a
mere pittance of an unemployment fund
the dual union has made concessions on
wages and hours and has permitted, act-
ually legalized contracting. Also in our
own union—the Joint Council—was un-
able to improve or maintain adequate
standards because of the constant fratri-
cidal war.
With no powerful union to regulate
working conditions numerous little sweat
shops have appeared and persist. From
between 500 and 600 shops in the past,
the number has now risen to 3,000, the
great majority being contractors. Un-
der such conditions the workers saw no
hope in any union. It must become the
task of the newly elected administration
in New York, with the help of the na-
tional convention to lay the groundwork
for the extension of the organization
and for the most energetic measures to
reestablish human working conditions
in the trade.

Door Must
Be Open
The most burning question will un-

Tasks of the Furriers Convention

One Union In Fur Industry
Remains Central Issue
Facing Delegates

doubtedly be the question of unifying
the fur workers. It is to be hoped that
the convention will decide upon a policy
of readmitting all furriers into the union
without any discrimination and on the
easiest possible terms.

We must state ¢learly that this prob-
lem of unity can not be solved by com-
mittees or conferences. Certainly no
petty trickery or transparent manouv-
ering will help to bring about unity. It
is in this category that we must place
the most recent effort of the dual union
to transform itself into an innocent In-
dependent International. All these
schemes are merely postponing real uni-
ty which can be achieved only thru af-
filiation with the Joint Council.

Affiliation To
LL.G.W.U.

The question of affiliation to the In-
ternational Ladies Garment Workers
Union will be prominent in this conven-
tion. When the problem was first
brought before a membership meeting it
was received most enthusiastically. The
membership is now looking forward to
the convention for concrete plans to
make affiliation with the powerful LL.
G.W.U. possible in the very near future.
This we must consider as a step in the
direction of complete amalgamation of
the needle trades.

The 30-Hour
Week

In analyzing the economic situation
and its effect on our trade, the cenven-
tion will be forced to conclude that even
with the 35 hour week we still have
thousands of unemployed, even at the
height of the season. The convention
will therefore have to go on record for

the 30 hour week, thus becoming part
of the general, national movement for
this demand.

Abolition Of
Locals

The New York organization, althe of-
ficially chartered as four locals, func-
tioned during the last few years as one
general local. This practice has proved
to be most practical in conducting the
work of the union. This condition should
be recognized and the form of organiza-
tion definitely decided and applied in the
same manner also in other centers where
more than one local may be in existence
now.

Tasks Of
Progressives

The progressive forces in this conven-
tion will have as their general task, the
transformation of the union into a mili-
tant, fighting organization. The Pro-
gressives also have certain specific is-
sues to present: The task of achieving
unity in the labor movement to resisc
the growing menace of war and fascism;
to take a definite stand against the
N.R.A. which has proven itself detri-
mental and harmful to the trade union
movement; the amalgamation of all crait
unions into industrial unions—never
more necessary than now; the struggle
against racketeering and against the
theories of class colaboration which are
sapping the strength of the trade unions.
The progressives will also propose to go
on record for a Labor Party based upon
the trade unions and all other working
class organizations.

It must be the aim of the convention
to close the door once and for all upon
the dead past and begin anew, along
militant, fighting lines, to rebuild ani
strengthen the union, to inspire new hope
and courage into the ranks of the long
exploited furriers, and to place the rur-
riers union in the front line among the
progressive unions, fighting for a more

virile and aggressive unionism.

very columns vibrate violently. This is
really remarkable considering that the
P.M.A. counts among its illustrious an-
cestors such names as James P, Cannon
and A. J. Muste.

Samples of Hysteria

“Is the ‘Soviet’ of the United Mine
Workers threatening a general strike
April 1st so that the dissattisfied mem-
bers will be brought into the fold?”
(Shrieks an article in 12 point bold.)

If you want to know what’s under-
mining our great American institutions
the Progressive Miner will tell you that
“The same identical policy of planned
destruction by the Chamber of Com-
merce in America was practiced in Rus-
sia to bring about a dictatorship.”

And if, being a “good” American, you
are worried by the growth of Commun-
ism among the workers, you may relax
for the “danger” lies elsewhere: “We
contend,” says the Progressive Miner,
“that the Chamber of Commerce has
been more effectively saturated with the
destructive programs and policies of so-:
called Communism than any other in-
stitutions in America . . .”

And those who have been shouting
Moscow propaganda are just all wet
because: “The so-called Communists Par-
ty of the United States has its head
resting on the money counters of the
Federal Reserve Bank and its tail switch-
ing around in the local unions of laber,
and ITS OBJECTIVE IS A MONAR-
CHIAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT IN
AMERICA ...

This, in case you have forgotten, is
the outfit which set out to oust the “re-
actionaries” in the UM.W.
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Takes Equivocal Stand On The
Defense Of Soviet Union;
Scores Comintern

If the Congress of the Independent
Labor Party of Great Britain, held in
Derby over the Easter holidays, was in-
tended to be a pleasant social get-to-
gether, it may be considered as a huge
success. Chairman Maxton’s recent mar-
riage was celebrated by all delezates
and amid great cheering Mr. as well as
Mrs. Maxton were presented with ap-
propriate gifts. To show that there are
ro class distinctions in the LL.P. a
young, rank and file delegate, recintly
married, was also presented with a gift
and warmly applauded. Another good
comrade was presented with some beoks
for properly arranging the chairs in
the convention hall and still ancther
comrade received a present and every-
cne's loud acclaim for her excellent sand-
wiches. All this as part of the official

Europe Today

(Continued from Page 1)

Growing in Germany

The terror in Germany has increased
tremendously in the past few weeks.
Thousands of arrests of illegal workers
have occurred. Three former Commun-
ist deputies were killed. The lives of
hundreds are in danger.
This brutal terror is exercised to
smash the resistance against universal
conscription and against war prepara-
tions. Furthermore, this terror will make
impossible resistance to measures which
are aimed at the reduction of the stand-
ard of living of the working class.
The armament budget is consuming
immense sums. The capitalists demand
that the cost of armament should be
borne by the working class; they demand
inflation more insistently. A compulsory
loan has been announced, hitting pri-
marily the wages of the workers and not
property.
New press decrees have been issued
which enable the government to sup-
press all non-Nazi papers. This is aimed
directly at the Catholic press and second-
ly at the remnants of the nationalist
press. Thus the Nazis are effectively
stopping the slightest legal criticism or
opposition,
These events prove that class antagon-
isms in Germany are growing.

May 1 and 12

In France

The Flandin regime has forbidden all
public demonstrations on May 1st. It did,
however, permit the fascist leagues to
demonstrate en masse and in uniform
in the streets of Paris under the pretext
of celebrating Jeanne d’Arc on May 12th
when the preliminary municipal elec-
tions will be held.

These two facts indicate sufficiently
the direction in which the Flandin gov-
ernment ig going. For the fascist leagues
the May 12th demonstration is a preli-
minary test for the new Action planned

I. L. P. MUDDLES THROUGH
EASTER CONGRESS

against parliament.

proceedings of the congress.

If however, the Easter Congress was
intended to be a political gathering of
a revolutionary working-class party seek-
ing to clarify and clear the road ahead,
tiien that intention remained totaliy un-
fulfilled
Silence Is
Golden

After several years of organizational
paralysis and political chaos and con-
fusion such outstanding leader as Max-
ton sat thru the whole conference with-
out so much as contributing a word on
any of the resolutions submitted. Fen-
ner Brockway’s contribution was to arise,
toward the end of one session and state
that he must know how many delegates
will have tea at such and such a tea
place. All the talking for the National
Administrative Council was left to Jen-
nie Lee, Campbell Stephen and McGov-
ern who reported respectively on War
Danger and Defense of the Soviet Union;
International Relations; and Work of the
LL.P. Under the last report was in-
cluded relations to the C.P. of Great
Britain,

Looking Backward

In its attitude to the Soviet Union
the LL.P. retreated from its previous
position and refused to come out for the
unconditional defense of the Soviets, In
International relations the Communist
International was bitterly assailed as a
“bagus” international and the LL.I.
pledged itself to continue to work more
closely with the seven little orphans
(Indepndent Socialist Parties.) McGov-
ern’s diatribe against the Communist
Parties, as paid agents of Moscow,
might easily have been mistaken for a
McDonald White Paper.

One of the highlights of the conven-
tion was the struggle which developed
between the LL.P. and Guild of Youth
(youth section of the I.L.P.) The con-
vention voted to withdraw autonomy
from the G.0.Y. insisting that it must
be guided politically by the I.L.P. Lead-
ers of the G.O.Y. insist that this is done
because the Guild is cooperating closely
with the Young Communist League.
Talk of a split was quite general.

. * *

In the next issue we will print a
detailed report on the LL.P. con-
vention by our European correspond-
ent.—Editor.
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The
ECONOMIC WEEK

RESIDENT Roosevelt, in his last

fireside message over the radio,
pictured an American people on the road
to recovery, with contentment and peace
reigning supreme. In contrast to this
false picture, is the real world—a declin-
ing business index; production in a
steady decline for the first quarter of
1935; unemployment still as large as the
year before; cost of living still remains
at the increased high level brought on
by the new deal; and corporation earn-
ings are still skyrocketing!

In line with the above picture is the
growing discontent and militancy that
is being manifested in the ranks of the
American Federation of Labor. Business
Week (May 4, 1935), commenting on the
recent AFL meeting held in Washing-
ton, D. C., states that “while the con-
servative leaders succeeded in staying on
the lid by traditional parliamentary
hocus-pocus, it is obvious that this rank-
and-file sentiment may need a lot of
thinking about, particularly if Congress
doesn’t give them something to show
the boys. In fact, it may bear more
thinking about than the much- publicized
ideas of Mr. Green.”

The degree to which capitalism is sick
is revealed in the May issue of the
Federal Reserve report on domestic
security offerings for the first quarter
of 1935. It states that “corporate new
capital issues have remained at a low
level—only $25,000,000 in the first four
months of 1934 as compared with
$875,000,000 in the corresponding period
of 1931 and an average of $1,560,000,000
in the first four months of 1925-1929.
New capital issues by states and muni-
cipalities, however, have been in mode-
rately large volume, reflecting in con-
siderable measure borrowings to main-
tain unemployment relief programs.”

—ECONOMIST

At First
Glance

(Continued from Page 1)

when he takes his coat off and goes to
work, I feel better.”

Judging by what has happened, un-
der the NRA, to the standards and con-
ditions of the men’s clothing workers,
Hillman should know better and feel
worse. His faith in the NRA as the
road for labor to traverse is like put-
ting a hungry wolf in charge of shep-
herding lambs. Ace Strikebreaker No.
1, McGrady, and his partner in infamy,
Hillman’s, Wolman, can and should tell
lots to bear out our contention.

* * *

N essence the present trend of politi-

cal developments in France is quite
similar to the direction affairs were tak-
ing in Germany the last few years be-
fore Hitler came into power. The sharp-
ening of class relations was reflected in
the latest municipal elections. The re-
sults indicated a weakening of the mid-
dle-ground forces and a strengthening
of the lines on each end—on the left
(Communist Party) and on the extreme
Right (pro-Fascist and Fascist organiza-
tions.)

From this point of view it is rather
significant that official French govern-
mental figures show that in 1934 there
“disappeared” from the Versailles ar-
mory 336,400 rifles and 155,000 revolver
cartridges. Undoubtedly the great bulk
of this supply found its way into the
hands of the Fascist outfits sé ominous-
ly plaguing France today. We have a
hunch that the biggest portion of these
rifles and cartridges weren’t stolen by
Fascists from the government. Rather,
we reckon they were stolen by “demo-
cratic” government officials themselves
for the Fascist bands.

Thanks to the growing unity of ac-
tion (with all its errors and inadequa-
cies) the onrush of the Fascist hordes
has been somewhat checked in recent
months. However, let no one close his
eyes to what is basic in the French sit-
uation. France’s economic situation is
growing worse; the crisis persists and
becomes ever-more aggravated. The Fas-
cist menace continues to grow more
acute. That is why we stress so em-
phatically that no worker should harbor
any illusions as to France being pecu-
liarly unsuited to fascism. Hence, we
must reject as worse than worthless
and as just plain nonsense the follow-
ing perspectives for France offered by
Paul Hitchinson, editor of the Christian
Century. ’

“Possibly a Fascist regime can be
avoided in France because of two in-
tangible factors. For one thing, the
French are not, by nature, an excitable
people. On the surface they may effer-
vesce, but underneath they have tre-
mendous poise. Your Frenchman has
humor, and he has an abiding realism.
These qualities will go a long way to-
ward protecting him against falling for
the Fascist nostrum.”

Such astrological interpretations and
forecasts are of no help to labor. They
are distinctly false and harmful.
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A DAMNABLE VERDICT

OO much significance cannot be attached to the decision of the U. S.

Supreme Court invalidating the Railway Pensions Act.

At the moment we are not concerned with the eighty million dollars or so
the railway corporations are spared thru this verdict. Nor are we going to
waste a word over the fact that various higher rates allowed by the Interstate
Commerce Commission to “enable” the rail kings to defray their share of the
cost of this pension act still remain in force. Furthermore, for the sake of
focusing on the very vital issues at stake here, let us immediately brush aside
the fact that the railroads have robbed the country for years of billions of dol-
Jars in land grants and sundry species of subsidies.

What is of burning import to every worker is the foundation laid down
for this decision by the five robed tyrants constituting the majority. Note the
anti-social, the anti-labor, approach of this keeper of Wall Street’s conscience,
the highest court of the land.

Pitifully inadequate pensions to workingmen who risk their lives daily for
years are branded “as gratuities to thousands who have been unfaithful.” Faith-
ful to whom? To the robber rail barons, of course. And examine the con-
temptuous attitude towards labor as such revealed in the term “gratuities.”
These paasites parade as if they were doing a great favor to the workers. They
approach the problem of a pension to workers as if it was a tip thrown at a
menial waiter by gourmands. Hence the scorching fire of the Court on what
it calls substituting “legislative largess for private bounty.” Therefore, the bit-
terness of the “justices” against any possible undermining of capitalist class
domination thru transmuting “loyalty to employer into gratitude to the Legis-
lature.”

For galling brass these loyal lackeys of the topnotchers of finance and
industry surely take the cake. In their outburst of indignation they make the
last stand against all efforts at social legislation. This is nothing but an at-
tempt thru judiciary processes to brand as illegal all attempts to secure some
system of social insurance in this country—before such attempts gain some
real strength.

Not for a moment must one assume that the ruling class of this country
is at one, is unanimous, on this question of social insurance. There are some
capitalists who are for certain feeble social insurance measures merely as a
matter of safety, only as a preventative to stave off discontent. These ex-
ploiters and their spokesmen feel it’s best to give a tiny crumb now so as to

avoid or at least delay the gathering of forces that might endanger the whole.

loaf, the entire present social and economic system. On the other hand, no
one can minimize the strength of that section of the ruling class in the U. S.
which continues and will continue to be vigorously opposed to even the most
anaemic ventures in social legislation, These bourgeois spokesmen theorize
much about the innate dahgers to society in substituting legislation for “private
efforts and virtues” The Supreme Court decision obviously strengthens the
latter, the blackest bourbons of American capitalism,

WE know of no more crass expression of this attitude than the Court’s
raving—to the point of total loss of its much-vaunted dignity—against
“an attempt for social ends to impose by sheer fiat non-contractual incidents
upon the relation of employer and employee.” Note how solicitous these judge-
ment-sitters have become for the moral fiber of the proletariat!  This rank
hypocrisy was too much even for such conservatives as Hughes, in the minority
of four. The latter, in reply, emphasized the need for “a fair allowance for
those who practically give their lives to the service and are incapacitated by
the wear and tear of time, the attrition of the years.”

For labor this verdict of our monarchs of capitalist justice is full of
dynamite. President Roosevelt is either all wet or just plainly dishonest when
he tries to give the impression that the only thing involved here is the cor-
rection of some loosely formulated sections of a particular act of Congress.
This is the bunk, Even the minority opinion belies this. The minority of the
court frankly sees in this verdict an attack on ALL social legislation. It rightly
stresses that “the gravest aspect of the decision is that it does not rest simply
upon a condemnation of particular features of the Railroad Retirement Act, but
denies to Congress the power to pass any compulsory pension act for railroad
employees.” Once this is granted as constitutional in the case against railway
workers, the policy automatically becomes the law of the land against coal
diggers, marine workers, slaves of the spindle, needle workers, shoemakers
and all other workers,

It is in this phase of the decision that the greatest menace to labor is to be
found. It is in this sense that the Supreme Court decision against the railway
workers is a blow against all labor. The court’s social implications are poisonous
to the workers thruout the length and breadth of the land.

In essence this is a decision of the same hue and stripe as the Taff-Vale
case in England. We are due for a few more, in fact for a whole series, of such
decisions at the hands of our “judicious” hatlots in the Supreme Court in the
coming months, But for the British workers the Taff-Vale case brought mat-
ters forcefully to a head and marked a decisive turn for labor. It was a signal
for the British workers to go into independent working class political action
on a mass scale. Here the Labor Party really came to the fore as a distinct
entity.

We in the U. S. are doomed to disastrous consequences unless we draw
the same conclusion out of our own experiences with the various departments
of that strikebreaking agency called the government. This verdict of the
Supreme Court should ‘arouse even the most apathetic in the ranks of the
workers to the need of a Labor Party—a political party of the working class
based primarily on the trade unions and inclusive of all organizations of the
exploited masses, Also, bigger and more militant unions, much more reliance
on our own power, on strikes, are on the order of the day, Let labor learn
these lessons from the Supreme Court decision. Let our learning be the silver
lining to the heavy clouds from Washington now darkening the horizon of
the country.

THE CHART OF PLENTY | More Knitgoods Workers

Greet Workers Age

SAM SCHOR
ANDREW TRATZ

In our issue of May 4, “The Chart of
Plenty”, by Harold Loeb and Associates
(published by Viking Press) was review-
ed by “Economist”. Thru a last minute
upset of type the review was badly mu-
tilated, the name of reviewer, publisher
and the main body of the review omit-
ted. As we consider this an important
book, a complete review will be run in an
early issue.

HERMAN SPIVAK

L. ROSENBLUM
PAUL TAUBER

SOCIALIST CITY COMMITTEE
SUSPENDS HARRY LANG

0ld Guard Defeats Motion To
Expel; Saves Lang For
Right Clique

This important monthly meeting of
the Socialist Party of New York on May
8th was given over entirely to a discus-
sion of the report of the Grievance Com-
mittee. The outstanding recommendations
were that Ronald Duval, of the Revolu-
tionary Policy Committee, be expelled
for using the red card of another R.P.C.

member and that the notorious Harryl

Lang be suspended for six months for
writing scurrilous articles against the
Soviet Union for the Hearst press. Duval
was guilty of being a revolutionist and
leaving his card at home when he at-
tended a closed party meeting, last sum-
mer, which was discussing the Detroit
Declaration of Principle.

Lang’s Arrogance

Although expulsion of Duval was too
obviously a frame up even for the 0l1d
Guard (he was finally merely censured),
this same Old Guard were determined®not
to treat Lang too roughly. Some of them
objected to the outrage of suspending
him for six months. What had happened
to their committee (the Grievance Com-
mittee) that they should bring in a four
to one proposal for such a stiff sentence
a six months suspension? Lang was
given the floor and spoke fervently for
thirty minutes in his own defense. He
objected to the attempt to dodge the is-
sue. He said the issue was not the fact
that he had written for the Hearst press.
What about the content of his articles?
He and Abramowitch were writing the
same way. So were he and Cahan.

Furthermore, he had consulted with the
Forward Board members before publish-
ing the articles and there were no ob-
jections. How was he to know that the
party members would feel as they seem
to have felt? The comrades should know
how much concerned he was, at one
point in the negotiations with the Hearst
press, because he feared that the articles
would not be accepted and the message,
about the “crimes” of the Bolsheviks, not
given to the world.

Center Wing Day

After much discussion, the motion for
a six months suspension was put to the
body and defeated by a vote of 66 to 30.
Then came a motion that he be expelled.
This was defeated by a vote of 61 to 45.
The “great” Louis Sadoff voted against
his expulsion, Then someone moved that
he be suspended for—let us say—
twelve months—(this looks better in the
New Leader headlines and he can be
back at active work in a year). This
vote won. The vote was 66 to 40, In this
way, the City Central Committee of the
New York Socialist Party saved Harry
Lang and confirmed the analysis of the
C.P.O. that the Old Guard is firmly in
the saddle in the S.P.

In order to make the point of Old
Guard control perfectly clear the City
Central enthusiastically - dismissed
charges against Louis Waldman, brought
by a YPSL member, for calling Thomas
a Bolshevik, in the capitalist press, while
announcing to the world that the Declar-
ation of principles was anarchistic and
communistic.

Many comrades gave statements to
the capitalist press, at that time, de-
clared someone. Can we expel the whole
membership? And so it remained.

Books of the Age

by Bertram D. Wolfe

DARK CANYON, By W. L. River and
Frank Wead. Stokes Pub. Co. 285
pages. $2.00.

This novel has been given a raw deal
by publishers, reviewers, and, paradox-
ically, by the authors themselves. The
publishers have not taken the novel ser-
iously enough and have dressed it up
like a piece of “wood-pulp” fiction. The
blurb-writer, so prone to exaggerate,
this time has underblurbed. Reviewers
who have taken with elaborate serious-
ness many a less substantial book, have
ignored it; and the Times and the Her-
ald-Tribune have listed it as a “Western”
and a “story of Western adventure”. As
to the authors they tackled a big theme,
tried to treat it seriously, and then their
courage failed them and they relapsed
into conventional formulae and triviali-
ties. Yet the book demands attention
as a phenomenon of fairly large social
significance.

Far from being a “Western,” Dark
Canyon is the story of a great power
site dam. At least one of its authors
appears to be a technical man; at any
rate both of them have immersed them-
selves in the lore of engineering and
have a genuine feeling for the drama in-
volved in man’s struggle to bend na-
ture to his will. The novel is an Amer-
ican analog, perhaps a conscious trans-
plantation to American soil of what Rus-
sian novelists are doing with Dnieper-
stroy and other great construction pro-
jects in the Soviet Union. Its distin-
guishing features, even its weaknesses,
are directly traceable to the differences
in the milieu and scial psychology in
which it is rooted.

It has its “love interest”— the au-
thors are trying to write a “popular
novel”—but its hero’s real love is the
dam on which he is working as the chief
construction engineer. He is much too
busy to pay any attention to his wife
back in New York, and almost too busy
to carry on his love affair with Nurse
Glendenin at the construction camp. The
real triangle is the triangle of Nature,
creative labor, and profits. On one side,
creative labor and the planning of man;
on the other an unholy alliance of the
forces of Nature (flood in the rivers, a
fault in the rock structure) which have
no respect for man’s planning, allied with
the capitalist’s greed for profits (skimp-
ing on the coffer dam, wage cuts and
labor troubles.)

Every novel has its social point of
view conscious or unconscious, This one
looks at its conflict from the'standpoint
of the engineer. It is a reflection in fic-
tion of the philosophy of Veblen’s “The
Engineer and the Price System.” Nature
is a relentless and invincible enemy to
be temporarily conquered (man’s works
do not last forever and the one-sidedly
conceived 2nd Law of Thermodynam-
jcs will prevail in the end). The capi-
talist is a greedy nuisance who skimps
on materials, exploits labor, demands
jerry-building, underestimates the grim
forces of nature and has no use for the
great achievements of science and labor
except as a source of dividends. Labor
is useful, indispensable, deplorably ex-
ploited when it should be treated de-
cently for the job’s sake, but an uncom-
prehending, executive extension of the
planning will of the engineer. Not the
least of the conflicts in the book is that
between the engineer’s sympathy for the
men as executors of his plan, and his

need to obey the dictates of and defend
the interests of his employer insofar as
the latter controls his right to build or
not to build the dam. The engineer,
and authors, ¢ast longing eyes toward
Dnieperstroy where there is no profit-
skimping and where “they’re building it
for themselves” and not for some finan-
cier. But the authors shy away from
the theme, and try to propitiate the
censor of their own subservience to bour-
geois thought by their one feeble, piti-
ful attempt at humor in the book, hav-
ing the lone copy of Marx’s Capital at
the camp serve as toilet paper! That
petty incident is a symbol of the book’s
weakness; the authors have dared to
play with a big thought but have not
dared to think it through. Hence they,
even more than publisher, blurb-writer
and reviewers, have done an injustice. to
their theme. As it is, it is a novel of
more than average significance. It just
misses being big.

UNION MANAGEMENT COOPERA-
TION IN THE STRETCH-OUT, by
Richard C. Nyman, in collaboration
with Elliott D. Smith. Yale University
Press. $3.00.

(Reviewed by B. Herman)

This first publication of the Institute
of Human Relations should be in the
hands of every textile worker as an in-
dictment  against the reactionary
McMahon-Gorman leadership in the
United Textile Workers Union which in-
troduced the “stretch-out” in the union-
ized Pequot Mills in Salem, Mass. dur-
ing 1929 and 1930. The indictment is all
the more devastating because the author
is a defender of the “union-management
cooperation” scheme, and leaves no doubt

Dear Comfade

Editor

IS A. F. OF L. FASCIST?

Dear Comrade:—

After a recent debate between Gus
Tyler of the SP and Max Weiss of the
CP the floor was thrown open for dis-
cussion on the part of representatives
of the political tendencies represented in
the audience, namely, the Young Com-
munist League, Young People’s Social-
ist League, the Spartacus Youth League
and the Communist Youth Opposition.

A speaker for the Young Communist
League denied that the Communist Par-
ty had ever called the A. F. of L. a fas-
cist organization. Since I was given the
floor for the Communist Youth Oppo-
sition, immediately following him, I pre-
faced my remarks by referring to a quo-
tation. from the trade union resolution
of the 7th convention of the C.P. in 1930
in which the A. F. of L. was character-
ized as “open fascism”. The YCLers who
had absorbed the dishonest apologetics
of the Communist Party, on the trade
union question, immediately set up a
howl, “correcting” my version of the
quotation by alding “leadcrship” at the
appropriate point.

I then promised to have prirted in
Workers Age the quotation as it appears
in the official pamphlet of resoluticns.
In looking through the resolution I find,
tho I quoted from memory, I gave cor-
rectly the formulation of that unfor-
tunate document. The disputed quotation
as it appears on page 33 is as follows:

“It has been a mistake on our part
that we did not sooner clearly analyze
and characterize the open fascism of the
A. F. of L.

And for good measure, just to show
that it was not a single accidental ex-
pression, let me add another. In describ-
ing (page 11) what appeared to the
C.P. to be the “rapidly outspoken fas-
cist methods of goverriment” they enum-
erated three manifestations of it, the
second of which was “the mobilization
of the reformist organizations and ele-
ments, some of which (A. F. of L.) are
outright fascist, while others (Socialist
Party, Muste group) cover their fascist
activities with pseudo radical phrases.”

Comradely yours,
MOE STONE

that the “science” of so-called “Human
Relations” as evolved at Yale University,
is predicated upon a rejection of the
class struggle as “unscientific.”

The union-management cooperation
scheme foisted upon the 2,500 workers in
the Pequot Mills by the U.T.W. leader-
ship resulted in the increase of the num-
ber of looms from 12 to 20 per weaver.
Hundreds of workers lost their jobs. The
slight increases in wages received by the
remaining workers, in order to get them
to swallow the scheme, were of momen-
tary duration. One wage cut followed
another in 1931 and 1932. In 1933 the
company tried to put over a further
stretch-out by increasing the machine
load to 24 looms per weaver and by at-
tempting to introduce the union-manage-
ment research scheme in the dyehouse.
This was the last straw. The workers,
who had not struck once in the entire
history of the U.T.W. organization in
Salem since 1920, decided to strike in
May 1933. McMahon stepped in and re-
fused to sanction the strike. The strike
became an outlaw strike. Thereupon Ann
Burlak injected herself into the situa-
tion and tried to swing the organization
into the National Textile Workers Union
without success. The workers won their
strike in spite of the strike-breaking
activity of the McMahon leadership be-
cause of the tremendous pick-up in the
cotton industry in June and July 1933
at the time of the introduction of the
cotton code.

great theoretician.

Introduction by Ludwig

VON HEBBEL BIS GORKI

Introduction by Augus

FRANZ MEHRING

Was, and remains, the foremost European scholar writing history and
criticism from the Marxian viewpoint of dialectical materialism. Editor of
the “Berliner Wage,” and the “Frankfurter Zeitung,” for many years on
the “Neue Zeit,” chief theoretical organ of German Social Democracy.
Mehring joined the Spartacus group and was a close friend of Luxemburg
and Liebknecht until his death in 1919. His works are a monument to a
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