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At First
GLANCE

By J 1Y LOVESTONL

NE phase of this “debate of the
century” carried on by Johnson,
Long and Coughlin has been scarcely
noticed. Despite the repudiation of
fascism by Long, both his and Father
Coughlin’s movement represent incipient
expressions of American Fascism,—
vague, confused, not yet standing firmly
on a complete program, bul travelling
quickly ‘and definitely in the divection of
a specific cxpression of American fasc-
ism. Nor is it insignificant that it is
out of the South that such “leaders” as
Long, are coming. Here is a tier of
States which are the most American, the
most Anglo-Saxon. The seat of lynchdom
and race bigotry, a section of the country
still in the throes of industrialization,
and therefore, particularly today, most
keenly subject to the painful vicissitudes
and contradictions inherent in this pro-
cess. It is out of such soil that Long
and his ilk spring. Louisiana—home of
the United States gateway to Latin-
America is surely that State most fitted
to put on the map of American politics
a figure very much akin to some of the
bandit mock heroes of Central and South
American political conflicts. However n
these days of decay and disruption of
capitalist civilization it is precisely such
performers who have the highest re-
quirements for effective leadership of the
ruling class in despair. Here 1s the real
Long menace.
* * *
HE Communist Party has recently

launched many new trade union
projects. One even hears with increas-
ing frequency that the TUUL, only
yesterday proclajmed the spearhead of
the vanguard of American labor, is to
be liquidated. Dual unionism? Well,
the C.P. is to hidve no more of it! Great
stuff, en? But hold your horses. The
“projects” may deceive some people.
However, new turn or no new turn, the
intents of the C.P. burocrats scem to be
fixed and do not leave them. Here is a
typical case in point. The biggest union
in the country is the UMW. of A. It is
industrial in character and has fully
fifty times as many members as all the
TUUL “anions” in the Western Hemi-
sphere combined ever had at their peak.

But a miserable crooked figure, an arch-|
reactionary of the vilest racketeering
type, Maloney by name, has a ful]ing:
out with the conservative leadership of ;
the Anthracite UMWA. He tries des-)
perately to split the union by urganizmgi
his own, “independent union.” The faker!
Maloney sceks to paralyze the job-con-|
trol of the UMWA. He calls “strikes.”
Now, what does the C.P. burocracy do
to show that it is no longer for dual
unionism? Lots—too much. It “makes
a decision” that Maloney’s outfit is a
genuine union and that his “strike” to
split the UMW, is really a strike. When
comrades of the CPO and other union
members resist Maloney’s drive to split
and smash the UMWA they are called
“gcabs” and “strikebreakers” by that
notorious oracle of strangled truth, the
Daily Worker. When revolutionists sup-
port black reactionaries—as the C.P. has
decreed its people must do in the gar-
ment, shoe, textile, and mining unions—
then there is something rotten in red
Denmark. We underscore this inescap-
able conclusion: The C.P. leaders’ latest
lances against dual unionism, against
union-splitting, are but very, very thin
straws. How much use can the working
class have for the newest C.P. trade
union line? Only as much as a dog has
for two tails.
* * -
RANCIS J. Gorman, Vice-president
of the United Textile Workers, and
leader of the recently betrayed general
strike in the spindle industry, shows
signs of waking up—and even taking
some sand out of his eyes. Of course,
he has lots of digging and washing be-
fore he will be able to begin to see
clearly. Addressing the House Labor
Committee a short time ago, Gorman
said of the NRA: “We have got what
we have been able to take and nothing
more. We were supposed to have been
given the right to organize, but we have
that right only where we are able to
compel its observance. To-day a good
many of us question whether we did the
right thing in urging the membership to
stop the strike as the President asked
us to do. We had the industry paralyzed
and we went back to work because we

had faith in the government. Unless con-

CONSGRIPTION PLAN
FOR NAZI GERMANY
WILL ARM 600,000

Crack Troops Parade Thru
Berlin To Stir The
Spirit Of Empire

The spirit of 1914 stalks again in Eu-
rope, unleashed by Hitler in his frantic
efforts to stifle the growing misery of
Germany in a wave of ecstatic nation-
alism.

The new German conscription law
marks the grave of the Versailles sys-
tem. From now on, though war in Eu-
rope may not be a matter of today or even
tomorrow, it is a certainty. The old
pacts, the arms conferences, the treaties,
are scrapped. Europe will now openly,
as it has secretly, engage in an unparal-
leled arms race.

The conscriptin law calls for thirty-
six divisions. There is doubt about the ex-
act size of the army to be created—but
it will run far over 600,000 men. Hitler
treated Germany to a sample of this ar-
my on Sunday when he staged a parade
on Unter den Linden. Expert observers
reported that from the point of view
of troops, training and equipment this
represented one of the world’s finest
corps.

Simultaneously Hitler moved toward
mobilization on the home front. Hun-
dred and perhaps thousands of dissenting
Protestant clergymen, who had pledged
to read from their pulpits a protest
against the new co-ordinated German
church, were arrested. A strict censor-
ship kept the number of these arrests
from becoming public.

The Protestant clergy in Germany re-
present the only legal force still fight-
ing Nazism, even though their protest
is directed only against certain manifes-
tation of the disease. Their progressive
suppression will be only another step in
creating a Germany where the only voice
publicly heard is that of the Brown
Beast.

The War Offices of Europe will work
overtime from now on. Hitler has torn
away the last veil and Europe knows
that it is moving inexorably toward the
resurrection of the bloody horrors of the
World War.

LABOR LOSES FIGHT
AS SENATORS BOLT
PREVAILING WAGES

Roosevelt Gets Work Relief
Bill Passed Minus Pay
Rate Guarantee

WASHINGTON-—(FP)—Defection of
half dozen Senators from the labor to
the administration side defeated the Mec-
Carran prevailing-wage amendment to
the work-relief bill March 15. The
amendment was defeated by 50 to 38
votes. Immediately thereafter the Rus-
sell substitute, allowing Roosevelt to pay
the low wage rates on which he has in-
sisted except on permanent government
buildings, was adopted by 83 to 2.

The American Federation of Labor in-
sisted upon there being no compromise
on the “very vital principle” embodied
in the McCarran amendment, but it was
deserted by Senators Wagner, Austin,
Black, Gibson, LaFollette and O’Ma-
honey, all of whom had voted for the
McCarran amendment when it was first
adopted Feb. 21. Sen. Smith, who did
not vote before, added his Nay vote to
the defeat of the prevailing rate of
wages.

(Continued on Page 4)

ditions are changed . . . if we are driven
again to strike there will be no calling
back the workers until labor dictates
the terms of peace.” Let no one be in
a hurry to say “Bravo.” We have a
hunch that Gorman is merely a feather
for the new winds blowing in the ranks
of American labor. At any rate, now is
the time to prepare energetically and
thoroly to avert the recurrence of such
woes. Especially in view of impending
struggles by the automobile workers is
it necessary for all workers to keep to
the sharpest point of remembrance the
painful lessons of the dastardly role
played by the Roosevelt government and
the reactionary trade union officials.

PORTRAIT OF HITLERISM

EUROPE TODAY

by August Thalheimer

AUSTRIAN MONARCHISTS
RECEIVE SET-BACK

The proletariat of Paris very dramat-
ically expressed its hatred of Herr
Schuschnigg, the Austrian chancellor, on
his arrival in Paris. He was forced to
enter Paris sceretly arriving at a small
substation.

The main reasons for his trip seem to
have been the following: 1. A new loan.
2. Permission for further armaments in
case German' re-armament is legalized.
3. Consent to the restoration of the Haps-
burg monarchy.

Only the second point found favor in
the eye of the French. “Le Temps’ states
expressly that the return of Empress
Zita and the Archduke Otto to Austria
is out of the question.

London City is very lukewarm over a
new loan to Austria. The Austrians were
made to understand, however, that the
London agreement is an indivisible whole
and that therefore the Danube agreement
would only be concluded with the East-
ern pact. This represents another blow
to German foreign policy.

POLAND EXPLAINS
ANTI-SOVIET PLANS

The fantastic and criminal plans of
Polish circles friendly to Germany have
been exposed with remarkable frankness
by the government official, Studnitzky,
in a recently published book entitled
“The Political System of Europe and
Poland.”

The alliance of Poland with Germany
is justified becausc it is too dangerous
for Poland to have Germany as an
enemy. The book coniains a detailed plan
for dismembering the Soviet Union. The
Ukraine, the Caucuscs, Turkestan and
Eastern Siberia are to be broken away.
Japan is to advance as far as Baikal
The whole scheme 1s based upon a
victorious war by Japan against the
Workers State.

The ideas expressed in the book con-
stitute the fond hopes of the Polish
landlords. lven thru such means does
the aliance between Poland, Germany
and Japan become evident.

LINES FORM
IN ENGLAND

The militancy which the English
working class displayced, in its fight
against the cut in unemployment doles,
indicates the deep resentment among
English workers. So strong was this that
the government yielded almost im-

mediately. It would be wrong, on the
other hand, to regard this as merely
an expression of weakness on the part
of the government. It is rather an ex-
ample of the great flexibility of English
politics. This tactic prevented the pre-
parations of the workers from coming to
a head\ The ruling class is preparing at-
tacks on the working class. The by-elec-
tions in Wavertree indicate as much.
There, young Churchill, as the represen-
tative of the diehards, won half the con-
servative votes. This sentiment is not
merely local since the conservative party
machine does not dare to oppose the
revolt of the dichards.

GERMAN CATHOLICS
RENEW OPPOSITION

In Germany the conflict with the
Catholic church is flaring up again.
Cardinal Faulhaber in a speech at
Munich threatened with excommunica-
tion all those who carry out mecasures
against confessional schools and for the
establishment of a united sccular school.
This incident shows that the inner ef-
fects of the Saar vote arce beginning to
weaken and that the inner contradictions
of the Hitler regime arc again manifest-
ing themselves.

ABYSSINIA COMPLICATES
EUROPEAN POLITICS

We said that the Italian colonial war
would extend far beyond the boundaries
of 1 mere “local war.”

This has alrcady become evident.
Japan has demanded thru its diplomatic
representative in Rome that its interests
in Abyssinia be considered and has stated
it is opposed to the violation of the in-
tegrity of Abyssinia. Thus, for the first
time in history Japanese imperialism is
openly voicing its claims on Africa and
becomes a powerful factor in the strug-
gle for the colonial rule of Africa.

On the other hand, the Abyssinia con-
flict has lead to military consequeAces
in Central Europe. The German govern-
ment has ordered three divisions to
Tyrol, the Italian two divisions to the
Austrian-Italian border.

The Italian-Abyssinian war has evi-
dently begun to have “certain effects in
Italy itself. Mutinies of regular troops
in Sicily and Toscana are reported. It is
surely no accident that at first fascist
troops composed of young volunteers
were sent to Africa.

The economic situation in Italy is

(Continued on Page 4)

PROGRESSIVES WIN
SMASHING VICTORY
IN LOGAL 22 TEST

Election Committee Ballot
Shows Administration
Support Solid

A complete victory all along the line
for progressives, the supporters of the
administration, was the result of the vot-
ing held on Thursday, March 14, by
Dressmakers Union Local 22, I.L.G.W.U.
to choose an clection and objection com-
mittee to supervise the coming elections
in the Local. Not only was the entire
progressive slate elected by huge major-
ities, but the progressives came out
ahead in every one of the eight sections,
where polling stations were set up. Be-
cause of the intensity with which the
campaign was waged and the great in-
terest shown by the dressmakers, an ex-
traordinarily large number of workers
turned out to vote, reaching 9100. Of
this number the progressives slate re-
ceived 5418 votes and the slate of the
combined “Left”—“Active”—“Club” op-
position, 3551,

In the contest over the election and
objcetion committee, the progressives
were faced by a triple alliance, a com-
bination of the “Left’ group with the
“Club” (the most reactionary eclements
in the Union) and the so-called “Ac-+
tive” group. In the course of the cam-
paign this combined opposition resorted
to the most unscrupulous and scandal-
ous methods. In desperation, all Com-
munist Party-controlled organizations,
the workers clubs, the International
Workers Order, the singing societies and
even the children’s organizations, were
openly mobilized for the elections.
Crowds of people, many of them having
nothing to do with the Union at all,
jammed the polling places, attempting
obstruction and, in many cases, resorting
to violence and assaults to terrorize the
dressmakers. In the Harlem and Span-
ish sections, where the members are
mainly women, and enthusiastic support-
ers of the progressive movement, a num-
ber of men were sent out to bulldoze
the voters and knives were drawn by
these hooligans in the course of the dis-

(Continued on Page 4)

NRA KNIFES SHOE
WORKERS REFUSING
CODE RE-OPENING

Zimmerman, Gratton, Ford,
Mezockesey Contest United
Organizer Post

The reopening of the Boot and Shoe
Code which was to take place on April
16th with hearings on suggested amend-
ments, has been cancelled by the Code
Authority. This treacherous knifing in
the back by the NRA has aroused shoe
workers everywhere. In a statement to
the press, the Code Authority declares
that it will only countenance one change
in the present se-up—inclusion on the
Code Authority of another party in addi-
tion to the National Association of Shoe
Manufacturers. After the indictment of
the manufacturers and incontestable
proof of their code violations, after offi-
cial statements of code revision, the
Code Authority headed by Col. Walter
Magnum has knifed in the dirtiest fash-
jon any attempt by the shoe workers to
improve their lot. The Blue KEagle as a
vulture is becoming more and more of
a menace as its talons sink into the body
of the shoe workers.

Meanwhile the reactionary President
Mara of the A. F. of L. Boot and Shoe
Workers Union is throwing up every
conceivable obstacle to block the unity
of the shoe unions. Playing the em-
ployers game with a vengeance, the
Labor Advisory Board seems devoted to
the task of foisting the chains of com-
pulsory arbitration on the shoec workers
in exchance for some beggarly paper
promise,

Coming Elections

Elections for the General Executive
Board and all union officials will take
place on March 19. Candidates for gen-
eral organizer include, I. Zimmerman,
Gratton, Mackesey, and Leonard Ford
of Haverhill. The last three have con-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Let Us Take Heed

OT every reactionary move made by the Government is fascism,

But every

reactionary move made by existing capitalist governments objectively aids
fascism, helps prepare the soil in which a fascist movement can flourish.

It is in this light that we approach a whole series of recent developments
amongst which the proposed deportation of Strachey is the most spectacular and

best publicized.

Witness the order of Secretary of the Navy, Swanson, to fire

employees because it is suspecied that their political beliefs are not sufficiently
black. Note the declaration of policy just made by the Department of Labor in-
dicating that a new deportation delirium may soon be sprung on us. Some revolu-
tionists and many liberals who place themselves in the ultra-left wing of the van-
guard of the proletariat are now shrieking that this is fascism. The more modest

and moderate among them say this is a

curtain-raiser for fascism in the Uni‘>d

States. To all of this excited thinking we simply say that such talk is nonsensical
and only harms the movement that must be developed to combat fascism suc-

cessfully.

Strike suppression, deportation of militant workers who happen not to have
been born in this country, vicious injunctions, beating-up of pickets, enactment of
sedition laws, passing of anti-labor legislation—these are concrete and dynamic
expressions of capitalist democracy in its very quintessence. In the present world
situation, with the foundations of the cconomic order being undermined, such
moves naturally tend to facilitate the most open and brutal suppression of the
labor movement; that is, speed up the growth of fascist ranks. But should we brand
as fascism every such manifestation of capitalist democracy, bourgeois democracy
not in a vacuum, not on constitutional paper, we would really be fostering illusions

about capitalist democracy which is becoming increasingly discredited.

This is

not the job of those who either are, want to be, or try to be revolutionists. Such
policies and activities can only lead to confusion and in this fashion even blind the
working masses to the real menace in fascism.

Why is the Rooscvelt administration so hectic these days?

How come that

the ultra-liberal Secretary of Labor, Cabinet Member, Miss Perkins, forgets all
about her countless promises made to the Civil Liberties Union and spokesmen
of similar agencies at Greenwich Village tea parties? We have not forgotten how
some of these liberals hailed Roosevelt for appointing such a “broad-minded, open-

hearted, clear-visioned” lady to this job.

Well, it is not the old lady’s fault.

Blame it on the system. 'Things have been getting pretty bad for the whole New

Decal.

ballyhooing on the radio much these weeks.

Roosevelt seems to have lost his magic fireside touch.

He hasn’t been
Many capitalists are again getting

the jitters. The last six weeks have seen a steady decline in the business index.
Even the department stores have been laying off employees by the thousands. Of
course, such layoffs are not put into the advertisements. Steel is declining. The
railway magnates are crying poverty and talking wage-cuts. The coal operators
may soon have a real fight on their hands in the form of a good-sized militant
strike. The codes have been falling to pieces and the much vaunted Section 7-A
is as dead as General Johnson’s deadest cat.

Under these conditions, a new menace must be found. You can’t blame it on
Hoover anymore. He has already gone down deep into history. Slam the “Reds.”

Deport them. Jail them.

Hound them.
must be saved. Obviously this is all tommyrot.

Let democracy flourish! The country
The United States government

and Wall Street's other institutions are still quite safe in this country. The Com-
munist Party, with all its new turns, is still suffering from a bad case of infantile

paralysis.

It is not the “Reds” alone whom the government is trying to crush.

Granted that this section of the labor movement, for sundry reasons, is the easiest

to crush at the moment.

Conceded that all the Communists “must” be tackled

first, because they are the most militant and revolutionary, this is still not enough
to reveal the real objective of this hysteria which is only beginning to manife:.

itself.

Experience affords unchallengeable proof that the attack now being developed
against the revolutionaries in the working class is only the prelude to an attack
against the entire labor movement, against all organized labor, regardless of how
conservative or reactionary its officialdlom may be just now. We need but recall the
great offensive of the open-shoppers and the Wilson and Harding administrations
right after the war. Only if the entire labor movement will hit back right now
and hit back hard, can disastrous consequences be avoided by organized labor.

Here it is not a question of political opinion or

affiliation; here it is a question of

worker against employer, of a strike-breaking government against a labor move-
ment, of the exploiting class against the exploited class. We still have plenty of
time to marshall our forces for defense and counter-attack—provided we begin

instantly.

The Strachey case, the Swanson order, the Perkins declaration, the

Roosevelt starvation wage-scale are but alarm signals. Let us take heed.

“Hopeful Poverty” Is New
Bankers’ Dope for Labor

By ECONOMIST

Recent reports on the “economic well-
being” of the American people revealed
the utter lack of prosperity for the mass
of the workers during the boorhdays of
1928-29. Both the Brooking Institute
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics pre-
sented figures that put 70% of the popu-
lation below the income level that would
provide for an enjoyment of the aver-
age American standard of living. The
average worked out was $2,000 per year.
This is to be considered as the minimum
necessary to insure average well-being
to the average family. If the study had
covered the whole depression period, the
number of persons in this category
might be still higher.

Looking Backward

The most interesting thing ;about the
reports is not so much the figures, of
which most economists and laymen are
aware, but rather the reaction of the rul-
ing class to such a black portrayal of
the capitalist system. The “American
Banker”, March 2, 1935, in an editorial
on the subject protests against the sta-
tistical measurements adopted by the
compilers of the report, These bankers
object to fixing such a high level for
the average. Their argument runs as
follows, “The real and realistic picture
of the average American family is that
of a poor man, struggling just a few
steps ahead of poverty, but with great
hope that he*will have the same oppor-
tunity which our Fathers had to better
his position.” Note that there isn’t even
the usual, former “blarney” about the
worker being actually able to rise out of
his position. Instead he, now, has the

“hope” of the “opportunity”. As for the
actual achieving of the hope, that is
relegated to the backgrounds of the
past conceded to our “Fathers”! Capital-
ism has certainly come on evil days when
this becomes the last line of defense
for the rapidly increasing misery of the
working class. Gone are the days of
19256 and the “economic revolution” of
Professor Thomas Nixon Carver, which
predicted the elimination of the class
struggle thru the transmigration of la-
bor power into capital via the route of
stock ownership (even in the heyday of
the prosperity days, the workers did
not have more than 1% of the total
shares of American industry). Thru
such magical incantation the working
class was to disappear into the capital-
ist class.

Stark Reality

The devastating nature of the pres-
ent capitalist crisis has in effect, swept
away the propaganda of the “new capi-
talism.” The ever continuing prosperity
period that was to be projected into the
eternity has now been superseded by a
period in which the ruling class preach-
es contentment with and acceptance of
lowered standard of living that is grad-
ually being institutionalized by the code
minimums. In place of the “capitalist
worker”, we are now assured that the
“real and realistic” America is one of
poverty and soyl-searing insecurity.
Thus, capitalism in decay prepares the
ideological basis for its economic drive
on the wage levels and American stand-
ard of living im order to avert a falling
rate of profits and to recoup some of
the losses of the depression. Out of such
stuff are Fascist dreams made!

By BERTRAM D. WOLFE

With this issue we begin to print the
replies by Bertram D. Wolfe to the questions
submitted to us by Selah (printed in the
March 16 issue of IWorkers dge).

For the greater convenience of our readers
awe reprint each question before answering it.

—EDprror
» * »

1. AM [ BOURGFOIS? My father was a liboring
man, but 1 have achieved a certamn liu.nn{}ul suLcess.
I have an oveellent position with a big dorporation,
which pays me an adequate salary. L have a4 nice
home, a <ar and many minor luxuiies. BUT 1 have
nothing  except my salary; no unearned income- --no

investmeats—no redl estate. 1 work tor my living.

LI

1. YOU'RE NO BOURGEOIS!

When you call yourself “bourgeois”
you flatter your income and slander your
social role. You do not own for a liv-
ing; you work for a living. You belong
neither to the leisure class, nor to the
exploiting class. You belong, despite your
“adequate salary,” your “nice home,”
and your car, to those who must
sell their abilities, their labor of hand
or brain, to the owners of the means of
production in order to live. You, your-
self, have stated the case with perfect
clarity when you say: “But I have no-
thing except my salary; no assured in-
come—no investments—no real estate.
I work for my living.”

It is not we Communists who call “in-
tellectuals” or brain workers “bour-
geois.” That is just one of the illusions
that so many better-paid brain workers
like to nourish—that they are not work-
ers but capitalists. (Bourgeois and
capitalist, as scientific terms, are rough-
ly interchangeable). And if you think il-
lusions as to your role in society, a
bourgeois outlook or ambitions, make
you a capitalist, then that is a position
you would have to share with a large
section of the American working class,
since the wide spread of bourgeois ideas
among wage workers is one of the signs
of the backwardness of the American
workers. “Bourgeois ideas with prole-
tarian pocket books” would character-
ize many Americans who are bourgeois
only in prejudices, illusions, and dreams.

If that adequate salary of yours gives
you illusions, it should sober you to
think how many people with ‘“adequate
salaries” have seen them become in-
adequate, even vanish altogether, during
the depression. As you watch them go
in endless procession, you can say to
yourself: “There, but for the grace of
economic accident, go 1.” And was it not
your class, or rather group, the intellec-
tuals, who were most desperately ruined
by inflation in Germany? In these days
of “boloney dollars” and cuts in godd
content, do you still think the American
dollar immune from inflation? Where
the dollar now bears the legend, “In
God we Trust,” will it be long before
there will be graven in its place “I hope
that my Redeemer liveth?” And those
salaries without union organization,
those fixed incomes of teachers and ad-
vertising men and efficiency experts and
civil employees, those pensions and in-
surance policies and savings for “rainy
days”—are not they precisely the sums
that shrink to nothingness when con-
solidations and eliminations fly, when
bankruptcies descend in torrents, and in-
flation makes 10,000 marks or dollars
insufficient to buy a car ride or a postage
stamp ?

‘The size of your income is not deci-
sive. The source of it, your manner of
getting it, is. But if size fools you as
to your real interests and social role,
the times in which we live will take care
of that. A few may escape. But that
is social accident and not a basis for
calculation. In times of social cataclysm,
for your group as a whole there is no
escape, no ivory tower or sheltered
nook. Least of all for the more decent,
and your very worries as raised in your
letter “brand” you as one of the more
decent and more conscious ones. Else
you would not ask such questions. At
any rate, we answer your first question
pointblank: No, comrade brain worker,
you are not a bourgeois.

2. IS THERE A PLACE FOR ME IN THE COM-
MUNIST MOVEMENT? Do you really want me?
I am swinging steadily toward the Left, though I am
still a long distance away from you. I used to be
a stalwart Republican, Then I voted for Roosevelt.
Last clection T voted for Norman Thomas for Senator
(my first Socialist ballot.) Next time I may possibly
vote a straight Socialist ticket. I am intercsted in
your movement. I subscribe for a couple of Communist
papers and magazines. 1 suppose I'm becoming a
“Liberal Bourgeois,” but unlike you, I see no stigma
;n the word “Liberal.”” I'm rather proud of it, in
act.

2. THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU!

Yes, there is a place for you in the
Communist movement. We really want
you. You can be useful to us. And we
can be of use to you. Individually as
“intellectuals” the Communist movement
can develop that “intellect” on which
your title as a group is based. And
socially the victory of the movement
can give security, scope, and future to
your group, until the crippling separa-
tion into “hand work” and “brain work”
is no more.

You again state your own case both
well and ill: ill when you call yourself
“liberal” and “liberal bourgeois,” well
when when you say: “I am swinging
steadily towards the Left, though I am
still a long distance away from you.”

“Swinging left” suggests movement,
development, life. Being “liberal” means
vacillating between two fixed points, and
both in a void. Historically the liberal
was the advocate of laissez faire, of

freedom from government interference

with the free development of the still
progressive capitalist system. That was
“Manchebter liberalism”: free trade, free
competition, freedom of contract, free-
dom of enrichment and exploitation. In
the days of monopoly, imperialism, and
super-bureaucracy, that has turned into
a reactionary dream. You abandoned
that school of “liberalism” when you
abandoned Hoover. And it had become
nothing but a campaign phrase long be-
fore that. “Going left” is moving for-
ward; such liberalism is looking back—
and the Biblical parable is not amiss:
When the time is come to leave Sodom
and Gomorrah, those who look back will
turn to . . . “liberals.”

Or could you want to be one of those
wishy-washy, gaseous vertebrates, not-
here-not-there, on-the-one-hand-on-the-
other-hand, we-welcome-we-deplore,
there’s-much-to-be-said-on-both-sides,
seeing-two-sides-even-if-there’s-only-one,
liberals that wring their hands at work-
ers and bosses (but especially at work-
ers!) that scurry across no-man’s land
at zero hour and get in the way of both
sides (but especially of the workers since
all too often they have more influence
there) ? Read the Nation and the New
Republic—then read the Workers Age.
If the former give you a mild pain in
the neck (to put it politely) and you
like the latter, as your remarks indicate,
then you’re insulting yourself to call
yourself a “liberal” with or without the
“bourgeois.”

Of course, I can give you no guaran-
tees. Hoover to Roosevelt, to Thomas,
is a line of development. But if you
stop there! Thomas is really a liberal
thinly clad in ribbons of socialist phra-
seology. If your development stops
there, you may turn out to be a liberal
after all.

How much there will be a place for
you in our movement depends largely
upon you. There are intellectuals who
come to us expecting to teach before
they start to learn. Silver tongues and
facile pens have all too easily won places
of leadership for elements unripe and
otherwise unfit. The Socialist Party
has made lawyers, doctors, preachers,
journalists, dentists into its general
staff! It has rushed to nominate every
latest “prominent” band-wagon jumper
as spokesman and standard bearer.
Charles Edward Russell, Alan Benson,

THE THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW

Norman Thomas—typify men who have
been made spokesmen before they knew
what they were speaking for! What
should have been the fruit of earnest
labor, of years of serious study, of years
of testing in struggle, was thrust upon
them without labor, study, of testing.
Russell and Befson are gone—back
whence they came—and Thomas will
never know beans about social science,
about the Marxian foundations on which
our movement is based. So you see,
working class distrust of intellectuals is
a healthy instinet. But for those who
can really make the grade, prove their
devotion, master our theory and prac-
tice, cut the navel string that binds
them to their old views, connections,
and prejudices, and prove themselves
worthy of trust and the rights and duties
of membership—for them we have a full
comradely welcome, are ready to use
their abilities to the full, and make no
distinction as to origin and “previous
condition.” Why, Marx, Engels, Lenin
(and since the party likes to mention
him in the same breath, I might add,
Stalin) were all intellectuals in origin!
Surely our movement found a place for
them. But you must go the whole way
—heart and head—Iloyalty and under-
standing and action, if you want equal-
ity (we offer neither more nor less)
with the rest of us.

Nor do we agree with the present
policy of the Official Communist Party
or making special half-way houses for
intellectuals—second-class parties with
second-class citizenship, duties, but no
rights, “thrills” but no genuine Com-
munist activity. Those International
Labor Defense branches, Friends of the
Soviet Union (“Friends,” but not Imi-
tators, Soviet Union, but not Soviet
America), Leagues Against War and
Fascism, Pen-and-Hammer and John
Reed Clubs, are not as they pretend to
be, united fronts of working-class or-
ganizations for common aims, but Com-
munist-controlled organizations for chro-
nic sympathizers who are condemned to
be incurable inmates of half-way houses,
asylums for weak intellectuals who are
discouraged from going the whole way,
homes for weary wanderers, second-class
parties for second-class citizens under
control of a first-class fraction.

If you’re worth your salt, you'll want
full citizenship, as your next question
shows.

Books of the Age

by Bertram D. Wolfe

ROAD OF AGES, by Robt. Nathan.
Knopf. 232 pp., $2.50.

The tale of the Jewish wanderings,
“gtranger than fiction,” has always in-
vited the novelist. Most writers have
sought to novelize it by incarnation in
the person of the “Wandering Jew.”
But Robert Nathan has attempted to
portray the whole people, symbolicaily,
wandering their strange “Road of Ages.”

The madness of anti-semitism has
spread from land to land (Nathan has
even included the Soviet Union fcr he
loses no love on Communism and his
Zionistic parable has need of the myth
of eternity and ineradicability of anti-
semitism under all social systemns), and
the Jews, whether of “blood” or creed,
have been driven out of all the lands
of the earth to take refuge in the one
place still open to them, the Gobi desert.
The book tells the story of their journey
thru Central Europe and Asia to their
new home.

The caravan is made up of orthodox
Jews, fervent Chassidic zealots drunk
with the love of God, “reformed’ Jews,
sceptics, and militant atheists; there are
bankers from many lands, scientists,
musicians and poets; tailors, and shop-
keepers and manufacturers; royalists,
militarists, pacifists, socialists and com-
munist; the whole Jewish people is on
the march, and save for the marks that
their high degree of urbanization have
Teft upon them (already they are drcam-
ing of building cities in the desert), they
are much like other peoples. The Ger-
mans are more German, the French
more French, the American more Amer-
ican than Jewish, altho thruout the book
there sees to run a cry of grief, a desire,
almost a will to assert that this is not
80.
They have not yet reached the desert
but already the bankers are planning
loans and incorporations, shares and per-
centages, and quarreling as to which of
their “fatherlands,” the banks of Eng-
land, France, Germany or America,
should float the loang and leyy the tri-
bute in the as yet unpopulate«? desert.

The communists are already dreaming
of starting things differently now that
the “world” is to be built anew, and so-
cialists and communists get into a fight
with each other, forgetting the common
enemy, and already there are “forces of
law and order” to drive off the com-
batants when the battle has begun to
die down.

Youngsters on the fearful journey fall
in love, overcoming barriers of class and
creed and tongue and parental objection,
mothers give birth, old people grow
weary and die along the road.

What is Nathan trying to say? “The
Jews will even quarrel while the whole
world besieges and harries them?” Or,
“you call us all Jews, and condemn us

all to suffer, but we differ among our-

selves as much as the rest of you?” It.

is hard to say. I do not believe that even
Nathan could say. But he has tried
to portray the Jewish people, their va-
riegated social and ideological structure,
as they appear to him, a Jew-conscious
intellectual. He has succeded in creat-
ing an interesting portrait that fairly
fills his vast canvas, and in spots even
glows with tender color. And if he is
a trifle unsympathetic to bankers, more
80 to socialists, coldly hostile to com-
munists, and tender only to musicians,
scientists, poets, and young girls and
old women, these are the characteristic
limijtations of an intellectual who has not
sufficiently transcended the mental limi-
tations of his kind to grasp fully the
social implications of so vast a scheme.

GOLD EAGLE GUY, by Melvin Levy.

Random House. 188 pp., $2.00.

“Gold Eagle Guy” is the drama of a
ruthless, dollar-and-power-chasing buc-
caneer’s rise from penniless sailor on
San Francisco’s water front in Civil War
days to the ownership of the Gold Eagle
lines and the control of Pacific merchant
shipping. His rise to power is based
on the double-crossing of his associates,
the swindling of the government, the
enslaving of Chinese coolies and the
sweat and blood of the sailors that man
his ships (he sinks one of them with all
on board to conceal his theft of its cargo
of gold bullion).

One who has lived on the west coast
will recognize the authenticity of back-
ground and portrait—the original of God
Eagle Guy, with some scarcely neces-
sary melodramatic heightening of his
private life, is obviously Captain Robert
Dollar of the Dollar Steamship lines.

Levy seems to have had some difficulty
in ending his play, having had to call
to his assistance the San Francisco
earthquake to crush his protagonist and
finish his life. That is because in life
the drama has not yet reached its end.
Captain Dollar, like the other robber
barons, ends his career full of years and
respectability, triumphing in the open
shop drive, putting over the criminal
syndicalist law, helping to organize the
forces that put Tom Mooney in jail and
still keep him there, It will take another
sort of earthquake to put an end to
“Gold Eagle Guy” and what he stands
for. It is perhaps too much to ask
Melvin Levy to portray that “earth-
quake” successfully in dramatic terms.
At any rate, he has created a stirring
play, a fairly faithful and devastating
picture of one of our pillars of society,
and an adequate dramatization of the
story that Gustavus Myers told in “The
Rise of Great American Fortunes” and
Matthew Josephson retold in “Robber
Barons.”
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THE GREEK REVOLT

By C. CHRISTIE

This article was written before the defeat
of the forces led by Venizelos. The defeat and
the events following have substantiated in
full Comrade Christie’s analysis.—EDITOR.

* * *

The censored news coming out of
Greece these days hardly provides any
information on the underlying causes of
the present situation. The “Daily Work-
er” which knows little and learns less,
sees nothing but fascism in everything
and everybody not in agreement with
Communism. It therefore interprets the
events as a fight between two fascist
groups for supremacy and spoils.

Clags Forces Involved.

But one cannot dismiss a situation of
this kind by merely shouting fascist
groups, even were it so. Politicians, fight-
ing for patronage and a place at the
“pork bagrel” do not resort to such
tactics. When a whole nation is divided
into two camps, in a struggle of such
dimensions, there must be something
more than the mere ambitions of the
politicians involved. Ambition there cer-
tainly must be on both sides but who is
backing it ? What classes, what economic
interests provide the basis for each side?

It is suggested that there may be some
outside imperalist power instigating and
aiding one or the other of the warring
factions. It may be so. But even an out-
side power must find some basis for its
operation within the country, must have
allies who expect to gain from its
designs. It stands to reason that in
analyzing the situation we must base
ourselves on the class divisions within
the country.

Social Forces
Behind Government

The present government of Greece,
which came to power as a result of the
general elections three years ago, re-
presents in the main the interests of the
big landowners, the well-to-do peasants
and the reactionary (we use the term as
distinet from conservative) bourgeoisie.
Their historical political expresston is the
institution of the Monarchy. But the
Populist Party, which is the majority
in the government and the Assembly,
won the elections not on the issue of
Monarchy vs. Republic. That party knew
well that it would never have won had
the issue been placed so sharply. It was
able to win because the masses were
dissatisfied with the government of
Venizelos—as they must be with any
bourgeois government that holds power
during this deep crisis—because it could
not fulfill its promises. The Populist
Party, led by Tsaldaris, made bigger
and better promises and won.

Upon the victory of Tsaldaris, Veni-
zelos, leader of the Liberal-Republican
Party—the party of the big industrial-
ists, financiers and merchants, declared
bluntly that he will not yield govern-
mental power unless the victors pledge
to uphold the Republic. That his threat
was not an idle gesture was realized by
Tsaldaris and is borne out by recent
events. If today Venizelos can rally the
navy and a good section of the army,
how much greater was his support three
years ago when he suffered electoral
defeat? Tsaldaris and the Populists felt
the strength of Venizelos and bowed
gracefully to the Republic, pledging al-
legiance to it.

Populists Clean Army

On assuming the reigns of government
the Populists proceeded to strengthen
their positions. Republican army and
navy officers were replaced by support-
ers of the government. Tsaldaris also
clearly saw the need of broadening his
base of support thru winning sections of
the Republicans, It was with this in
mind that Tsaldaris drew into the cabinet
leaders of republican opinion but op-
posing Venizelos. Among these was the
present war minister Kondylis, an am-
bitious but strongly anti-monarchist
army officer. Having thus created the ap-
pearance of loyalty to the Republic, the
government proceeded to weed out Re-
publican government officials in the
provinces—strongholds of Republican-
ism—and to replace them by royalists.
Slowly but systematically the ground
was being prepared for the return of the
monarchy.

Venizelos Prepares To Act

The Republican guard, however, was
not be taken by surprise. The govern-
ment was preparing its monarchist putsh
but the republicans were equally busy,
preparing armed resistance in defense of
the republic. A clash could no longer
be avoided.

It is now revealed that for over one
year the republicans prepared for this
revolt. It was precipitated by the at-
tempt of the government to dissolve the
Senate, whose majority is republican.
The opposition move seems to have been
as sudden as it was well organized. Arm-
ed revolt burst over the whole nation and
at this writing Venizelos controls al-
most all the islands, Thrace and most of
Macedonia.

Defeat In Victory

It is not impossible that Tsaldaris
will succeed in crushing the revolt but
even if he does—the monarchist designs
of Tsaldaris are smashed. The thousands

of dead will have effectively blocked the
path for the returning monarchy.

If the government forces should win,
the situation will be in the hands of
Kondylis, who as Field Marshall of all
the armed forces, will return as the con-
quering hero. No matter’ what else
Kondylis may be, he is not a monarchist.
One more fact to throw additional light
on this question. Tsaldaris had called
upon General Metaxas—the most reac-
tionary monarchist politician and leader
of Greek Fascism—to help strengthen
the government forces. Field Marshall
Kondylis completely disregarded him.
Metaxas was not given command of even
a single regiment.

Considering these factors it is safe

to say that the monarchist cause has al-
ready suffered a severe defeat, regard-
less of the outcome on the battlefield.

Where Is The C.P.7

One is impressed by the almost com-]

plete eclipse of the C. P. of Greece. A
communist rising in Cavalla, quickly
suppressed by the government, is indeed
reported by the press. But what was the
attitude of the C.P. as a whole to the
events in Greece. This we do not know.
Yet, the C.P. has a strong following in
the northern provinces where the repub-
licans are in control.

Is it possible that the Daily Worker
expresses their stand when it insists that
it is a fight among fascists and therefore
“let the fascists fight it out among
themselves!”?

And this is called Marxism!

THE STRUGGLE IN INDIA

Bombay, Feb. 9, 1935.

A few words about our activities.
Some of us contested the municipal elec-
tions to the Bombay Municipal Corpora-
tion (City Council) and one was elected.
We made very good use of the electivns
for the purpose of agitation and propa-
ganda.

In Bombay the voting requirements
are very high. Not even 109 of the city’s
population is entitled to vote and even
in predominantly working class localities
the workers constitute less than 5% of
the electorate. Considering these facts
and the period of reaction following the
last General Textile Strike, the support
we received at the polls was far beyond

“I Leave the YCL to Fight for Leninism with the CPO”

By ETHEL POLK

On Tuesday, Feb. 19, I was given a
“choice” between stating that I was
incorrect in my ecriticism of the Party
on the trade union and other tactical
questions, or taking the consequence—ex-
pulsion. It was made clear to me that
my crime, was especially inexcusable be-
cause I was an old League member. The
new member of the YCL has not had the
experience that will bring him to dif-
fering or ecritical conclusions on the
tactics of the Party. The old member
dare not discuss for fear of expulsion.
And, in the “school for Communism”—
the YCL—democratic centralism has
been outlawed! Phrases, dogma, hero-
worship and unhealthy unanimity charac-
terize YCL discussions to-day.

Our “Rights”

We have some rights in the YCL. Dis-
cussion is tolerated . . . as long as we
stick to discussion on how to carry out
the line already set down and take for
granted the infallibility of our leader-
ship and its line. So far do our “rights”
go and no further! This is so, perhaps,
because “principles” have also taken on
a new meaning. When the Party comes
out for a Labor Party, it comes out for it
“on principle.” Since when, comrades,
do we change our principles, do we lay
them aside for five years or so? Such
confusion cannot be tolerated if we are
to work as Communists.

Our United Fronts

In my two-and-a-half years of mem-
bership in the League, and in my work
in the movement for several years before
that, I have participated in various
types and phases of work. Everywhere
have I seen the same sectarianism hind-
ering our work. In the National Student
League we have made an “excellent”
job in turning it into a “class-struggle,
revolutionary organization.” Our role of
matyrdom in the united front negotia-
tions 1s one of the pets of our leaders.
But is it not tragic that we, with our
great sincerity and sacrifice, are follow-
ing in the {ootsteps of the right wing
socialists,  Our united fronts just as
theirs have failed because we want united
{ronls around ourselves. In the New
View club we worked very hard to form
a clandestine united front from below
with the YPSL’s in Brooklyn. Because
of this approach, because of our general
manner of united front work, we have
been discredited and have lost an excel-
lent chance.

Our Trade Union Work

Our leading comrades speak of sectar-
ian remnants in posing the trade union
question. Start at the top, comrades, the
leadership is responsible for these “sect-
arian remnants” and I can say, will have
to stop encouraging them in action. The
changes in the trade union line are cer-
tainly in the right direction. But let us
stop using the “old logic”: “we will go

into the AFL ... but” (and the buts out-
weigh the positive side of our work). Let
us make sure that in our zeal to act as
militant workers in the AFL, that we
don’t make matters worse by transferring
dual unionism into the AFL. It is up to
the League and Party membership to de-
mand a clear trade union policy before
it is too late.

I Made My Choice

I have taken my choice. I leave the
YCL to fight with the Communist Youth
Opposition for a real Leninist method of
work in our movement. It is up to the
members of the League to demand
thorough discussion without threats of
expulsion. Let us face the facts, admit
the mistakes of our Party and rectify
them. To those who already are in dis-
agreement but dare not voice their critic-
1sms, I can only say: Comrades, you are
only hindering the work of the Party.
Fight for the right to criticize. Let us
demand closed membership meetings.
Thorough discussion on the basis of
democratic centralism is an urgent ne-
cesgity today. A turn has been made;
it is up to you to fight to get back on
the right road.

I have every hope and much faith that
my comrades in the YCL and CP will
not fail in these fundamental tasks of
cvery Comimunist. Let us together hasten
the day when our Party will be united
and ready to work as the Party of the

masses towards our revolutionary goal.

LESSONS OF THE PARIS COMMUNE

The speech printed below awas made by
Lenin, on behalf of the Russian Social-Demo-
cratic Labor Party, at a mass mceting in
Geneva on March 18, 1908.—EDITOR,

* kW

After the coup d’etat which crowned
the Revolution of 1848, France came for
eighteen years under the yoke of the
Napoleonic regime. This regime reduced
the country not only to economic ruin,
but also to national humiliation. The
proletariat which rose against the old
regime took upon itself two tasks: a gen-
eral national, and a class task—the lib-
eration of France from the German in-
vasion, and the Socialist liberation of the
workers from capitalism. This combina-
tion of two tasks is the most original
feature of the Commune.

The bourgeoisie had established “the
government of national defence,” and the
proletariat had to fight under its lead-
ership for national independence. In
reality, this was a government of “na-
tional betrayal” ordained, as it thought,
to fight the Paris proletariat. But the
proletariat did not realize this, for it was
blinded by patriotic illusions. The pa-
triotic idea: had its origin in the Great
Revolution of the eighteenth century;
the minds of the Socialists of the Com-
mune were under its spell, and Blanqui,
for instance, a true revolutionary and an
ardent advocate of socialism, could not
find a more siutable title for his news-
paper than the bourgeois cry: “Our
Country is in Danger!”

It is this combination of contradictory
tasks—patriotism and socialism—which
constituted the fatal error of the French
Socialists. Already in the Manifesto of
‘the International, September, 1870,
Marx warned the French proletariat not
to be carried away by the false national
idea: profound changes had taken place
since the time of the Great Revolution,
class differences had become more
acute, and although at that time the
struggle against the reaction of the
whole of Europe united the whole
revolutionary nation, the proletariat
of the present time can no long-
er unite its interests with the interests
of other classes hostile to it: let the
bourgeoisie bear the responsibility for
thé national humiliation—it is the busi-
ness of the proletariat to fight for the
Socialist liberation of labour from the
yoke of the bourgeoisie.

And true enough, the idea underlying
bourgeois “patriotism” was not slow in
revealing itself. Having concluded a
shameful peace with the Prussians the
Versailles Government devoted itself to
its direct task—it undertook a raid upon
the dreaded arms of the Paris proletar-
iat. The workers replied by proclaiming

BY V. I. LENIN

the Commune and Civil War.

Although the socialist proletariat was
divided into many sects, the Commune
was- a brilliant example of the capacity
of the proletariat to unite for the realiza-
tion of democratic tasks to which the
bourgeoisie could only pay lip service.
Without any special complicated legis-
lation, the proletariat which had seized
power, carried out simply and practically
the democratization of the social order,
did away with bureaucracy, and had all
officials elected by the people.

But two errors robbed the brilliant
victory of its fruit. The proletariat stop-
ped half-way: instead of proceeding with
the “expropriation of the expropriators,”
it was carried away by dreams of estab-
lishing supreme justice in the country,
based on the common national task. For
instance, institutions such as the bank
were not seized; the theory of the Proud-
honists about “equitable exchange,” ete.,
still held sway among the Socialists. The
second error was the unnecessary mag-
nanimity of the proletariat: instead of
annihilating its enemies, it endeavoured
to exercise moral influence over them;
it did not attach the right value to the
importance of purely military activity in
civil war, and instead of crowning its
victory in Paris by a determined ad-
vance on Versailles, it hesitated and
gave time to the Versailles government
to gather its dark forces and to prepare
for the bloody May Week.

But with all its errors, the Commune
is the greatest example of the greatest
proletarian movement of the nineteenth
century. Marx valued very highly the
historical importance of the Commune:
if, during the treacherous raid of the
Versailles gang on the arms of the Paris
proletariat, the workers had given them
up without a fight, the disastrous effect
of the demoralization which such weak-
ness would have brought into the pro-
letarian movement would have been much
more serious than the injury from the
losses suffered by the working class in
the fight while defending its arms.
Great as were the sacrifices of the Com-
mune, they are redeemed by its import-
ance for the general proletarian strug-
gle: it stirred up the Socialist move-
ment throughout Europe, it demonstrat-
ed the value of civil war, it dispersed
patriotic illusions and shattered the naive
faith in the common national aspirations
of the bourgeoisie. The Commune has
taught the European proletariat to deal
concretely with the problems of the so-
cialist revolution.

The lesson taught the proletariat will
not be forgotten. The working class will
make use of it, as was already the case

in Russia during the December insur-
rection.*

The epoch which preceded and pre-
pared the Russian Revolution was some-
what similar to the epoch of the Napo-
leonic rule in France. In Russia, too,
the autocratic clique had reduced the
country to the horrors of economic ruin
and national humiliation. But the revo-
lution could not break out for a long
time—not until social development had
created conditions for a mass movement,
and, in spite of their heroism, the isolat-
ed attacks on the government in the
pre-revolutionary period came to naught
owing to the indifference of the masses.
Only Social-Democracy, by its persistent
and systematic work, educated the mass-
es up to the highest forms of struggle
—mass demonstrations and civil war.

It was able to eradicate “common na-
tional” and “patriotic” aberrations in
the ranks of the young proletariat, and
when, with its direct intervention, it was
possible to make the Tsar proclaim the
Manifesto of October 30,** the proletar-
iat took up energetic preparation for the
further inevitable stage of the revolu-
tion—armed insurrection. Free from
“common national” illusions, it concen-
trated its class forces in its mass or-
ganizations—the Soviets of Workers’
and Soldiers’ Deputies, ete. And, in
spite of all the differences between the
aims and tasks confronting the Russian
Revolution and those of the French
Revolution of 1871, the Russian proletar-
iat had to resort to the same means of
struggle which the Paris Commune had
initiated—civil war. Bearing in mind its
lessons, the proletariat knew that it must
not disdain peaceful weapons of strug-
gle—they serve its everyday interests,
they are essential during the preparing
of revolutions—neither must it ever for-
get that under certain conditions the
class struggle assumes forms of armed
struggle and civil war; there are times
when the interests of the proletariat de-
mand ruthless annihilation of its ene-
mies in open battle. The French prole-
tariat was the first to demonstrate this
in the Commune, and it was brilliantly
confirmed by the Russian proletariat in
the December insurrection.

These magnificent insurrections of
the working class were crushed, but
there will be another insurrection in the
face of which the forces of the enemies
of the proletariat will prove impotent,
an insurrection in which the socialist pro-
letariat will be completely victorious.

* Moscow, 1905.

**This Manifesto promised to grant civil lib-
erties, an extension of universal suffrage to
the Imperial Duma, and other democratic

reforms.—Ed,

our expectations and is certainly en-
couraging.

C.P. Adventurism

The official group (C.P.) did not par-
ticipate in the elections since they had
timed the Indian Revolution to begin on
the' 21st of January— the day beiore the
elections. We are not joking when we
say this. The C.P. issued, in all serious-
ness, a call for a political general strike
and a country-wide no-rent, no debts
campaign to begin on January 21. The
stated aim of this movement was the
overthrow of imperialism and the estab-
lishment of a Workers and Peasants
Soviet Republic. Needless to say ab-
solutely nothing happened on January
21.

Though they had no candidates of their
own, they lacked the good sense of sup-
porting us. Their audacity in issuing
such slogans is a clear indication of the
absence of realism, the spirit of adven-
turism and their political bankruptey.
And such things are being done in the
name of the C.I. and with its backing
and prestige. Is there no way of bring-
ing this nonsence to the attention of the
Comintern and of persuading it to adopt
a more realistic and sane “attitude?

Some Falsehoods On
Textile Strike

In the fourth issue of the Indian
Forum, published in London, there is an
article by Bradley on the last textile
strike. Towards the end of this article
he pointed out the mistakes committed
by his friends (C.P.) in Bombay and ad-
ministers a sound rebuke. But on the
whole the article is full of misstatements,
half-truths and malicious libels against
us. Here are a few illustrations:

1. The strike was prepared and led
by the strike committee of the Bombay
Girni Kamgar Union until the second
round-up (arrests) on May 25. It was
not until then, when the whole leader-
ship of the union was in jail, that a C.P.
man forced himself to the top. This,
Bradley “forgets” and claims credit for
the whole strike for the C.P.

2. It is true that the Congress
(Indian National) and the moderate labor
leaders like — and —, did not render
much help to the strikers. But it is
absolutely untrue to say that they em-
barked on any strike-breaking activities.
Congressmen formed a relief committee
and collected and distributed some relief
among the strikers. They held sym-
pathetic meetings and tried to bring
about a settlement with the consent and
cooperation of the strike committee.—
issued press statements and justified the
strike. He was even prepared in the
later stages to join the strike committee
and activély work with it. It is our duty
to expose the influence of the reformist
leaders but perversion of facts and un-
true statements will hardly achieve that
task.

3. It is absolutely false to say that
our people (C.P.0.) broke away from
the strike committee at any time. We
were there till the last, Equally false and
malicious is the charge that we con-
ducted a campaign for non-violence.

C.P. Disruption
In Strike

Apart from the repressive measures
of the government, the strike-breaking
of the mill-owners, the official group
(C.P.) shares a part of the responsibility
for the defeat of the strike. It disrupted
the strike committee, wasted two weeks
in silly wrangling, made wild speeches
and issued insurrectionary slogans. This
at a time when most of the responsible
leaders of the strike were in jail.

The Job Of Rebuilding

With such tactics they could of course
not maintain themselves in the leader-
ship. Immediately after our release from
jail we regained our leadership in the
union, the workers ousting the irrespon-
sible official group. We are now busy
rebuilding the union shattered as a result
of the strike,

India Speaks
To The Workers Age

“We greet the Workers Age as the
fearless fighter for the emancipation of
the American workers and also of the
toiling masses of the world. We receive
guidance and inspiration from the Age
in our most difficult task of organizing
the toiling masses of India for the over-
throw of British Imperialism and its al-
lies, the native princes, Landlords and
Capitalists. It is a mine of information
for us in our day to day struggles
against reformism and ultra-leftism. We
draw from it valuable lessons in revolu-
tionary tactics and strategy on all the
fronis of the struggle. It is very useful
to us especially in fighting the ultra-left
line here and in bringing about a unifica-
tion of all the Communist elements in
the country in one C.P. built and guided
by correct Marxist-Leninist principles.
Long live the Worker's Age and the
Communist Party U. S. A. (Opposition)
whose organ it is.”

Indian Communist Opposition

JOIN
the

Com munist Opposition
51 West 14th Street

New York City
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THEORY OF SOCIAL FASCISM WITH NEW
FRILLS ADDED NOW BLOOMS IN CANADA

Befuddlement Now A Science
Of Denouncing Reformists
And Trade Unionists
By K. KALMEN

Confusion reigns supreme
ranks of the C. P. of Canada.

Being one of the last sections of the
C. 1. to begin changing its methods of
work it still persists in its adherence
to the discredited concepts and ideas.

The issue of social fascism was con-
sidered dead and forgotten. The united
front agreement concluded in France, t‘he
Saar and Spain put an end to the ill-
famed theory of social fascism. The
Canadian Party followed suit. It issued
appeals to the C.C.F. (Canadian Com-
monwealth Federation) for united fronts
in the struggle against War and Fas-
cism, for Unemployment Insurance, ete.
It was begging and complimenting the
lJeaders of the C.C.F., Woodsworth and
others, to attend and give their blessing
to the campaigns narrowly conducted by
the Party. It “danced quadrilles” around
Bevan of the British Labour Party, ar-
ranging meetings with him without Par-
ty speakers participating.

But the C.C.F. leaders refused the
Party’s offers. They refused to conclude,
as did their American colleagues of the
S.P., united front agreements with the
C.P. So in childish indignation the theory
of social fascism is being salvaged.

in the

Two articles under the heading: “The
Meaning of Social Fascism and its Ro}e‘
in the Labour Movement” appeared inj
the Worker of Feb. 20th and 23rd, writ-
ten by J. Warren, l

Trade Union Leaders Are
Social Fascists

The first contention of Warren is that
because the A. F. L. leaders expelled
Communists they are social fascists.
Developing the theory, that “In order to
introduce Fascism the capitalist class
must first of all split the labour move-
ment, weaken it, separate from it the
militant, class-conscious element that
would lead the workers to fight and de-
feat the introduction of Fascism” and
that “as far back as 1927 the leaders of
the A. F. L. started their expulsion drive
against Communists”, therefore the
trade union leaders who are preparing
the way to Fascism are social fascists.

So expulsions from unions by bure-
crats make them social fascists!

Democracy And
Social Fascism

The second contention of Warren is
that because social reformism supports
bourgeois democracy it is social fascism.
He argues: “The capitalist class must
prepare its ‘coup’ during the period and

LOCAL 22-

Progressive Slate Victor
(Continued from Page 1)

turbance. But all in vain! The many
thousands of dressmakers came out to
the polls and, unintimidated, voted over-
whelmingly for the progressive slate.
Now, in an attempt to cover up their
own unscrupulous activities at the poll-
ing places, the leaders of the “Left”—
“Club” combination are crying about
“terrorism” and are attempting to par-
ade as the victims of “intimidation!”

In spite of the fact that this year
they were confronted with a triple al-
liance, a combination of three opposi-
tion groups in the Union, the progres-
sives polled a bigger proportion of the
vote than last year in the election of
the election and objection committee.
The respective figures are: In 1934:
progressives 58.5%, “Lefts” 41.5%. In
1935: progressives 60.4%, “Left”-“Club”-
“Active” group combination 39.6%.

Especially significant is the extremely
good response of the newer elements in
the Union and their overwhelming sup-
port of the progressive mcvement. In
the Spanish section, the members voted
over T to 1 for the progressive slate. In
the Harlem section, where most of the
colored members voted, the proportion
was over 3 to 1 for the progressive slate.
The enthusiasm of these thousands of
newer members of the Union for the
progressive administration is due to the
great improvement in their conditions
that came as a result of the last gener-
al strike in which the progressives were
the big driving force.

In a very short time there will take
place the real elections, the elections to
choose the manager, the executive board,
business agents and other officers of
the Local. On the basis of the results
of March 14 voting, it is universally be-
lieved that the progressives will score
an unprecedented victory in these elec-

tions.

with the help of its ‘democratic institu-
tions’.” “Social reformist leaders come
forth as the champions of democracy,”
and therefore the natural conclusion—
“Isn’t the defense of democracy by the
social reforniist leaders the defense of
the preparation of Fascism?”

Warren fails to see that bourgeois
democracy is not identical with Fascism;
that the whole conception of bourgeois
democracy is different from that of
Fascism. The confusion is clear. And
the writer concludes “So the social re-
formist leaders are called upon to give
their last service. They are called upon
to pave the way for Fascism. Then they
will either be incorporated into the
Fascist system or thrown out as a tool
that has been useful in the past, but is
no longer needed. That is why the Com-
munists call the present role of social
reformism, ‘social fascism’ and the re-
formist leaders ‘social fascists’.” The
theory of social fascism in full bloom
again.

“Science” of Social Fascism

What is the purpose of this article?
At the beginning of the article he says:
“Social Fascism is a harsh term. But i
was never intended to be a term of
name-calling. It is a scientific phrase to
denote the present historical role of
socal reformism.” And at the end of the
article “The main purpose of this article
has been to clariiy the question of social
fascism . . . and to sharpen fire against
those elements in the revolutionary
movement who persist in misusing the
term ‘social fascism’ for phrase mon-
gery and name-calling.” No, social
fascism is not to be used as merely
name-calling or phrase mongery. 1t is to
be a scientifically defined expression for
befuddled and confused members of the
C.P. of Canada; and that there is room
for confusion is shown by the fact that
the same, and the following, issues ol
the “Worker” contain an appeal by the
C.P. to the C.C.F. for a united May Day
denonstration. Will Woodsworth, after
he appears on the same platform with
I"m Buck, still be a social fascist? Will
the C.C.F. leaders become honest work-
ing class leaders if they accept the
offer of the Party?

The following quotation from an article
on the Saar on Page 9, No. 1 of the
German “Rundschau” of this year should
serve as a warning: “The accomplish-
ment of the unity of action and of trade
union unity (in the Saar) shows to many
comrades who still believe that the social
democratic workers and functionaries are
social fascists . . . that it isn’t so.
Sectarian concepts of this kind, pre-
venting us only from developing the
mass struggle against Fascism, and re-
pelling the honest anti-fascist social
democratic workers, who want to strug-
gle with us, must be liquidated at last.”

Party members and sympathisers must
discuss the issues facing them and clear-
ly express themselves whether they are
in agreement with the pseudo-theorising
of this arch theoretician of J. Warren’s

type.

EUROPE TODAY-

(Continued from Page 1)

pretty bad. On February 1st, there were
1,011,711 unemployed, 50,006 more than
on January 1st. Imports for January
declined from 643 million lire last year
to 620,000,000; exports declined from
406 to 379 million.

But it is quite clear now that the war
for the conquest of Abyssinia demands a
tremendous amount of goods.

SOVIETS PROPOSE
NEW AGRARJAN LAWS

The Congress of Collectivized Peasants
in Moscow adopted a model statute for
the collective farms. A section of the
bourgeois press has stated that the new
statute represents further concessions to
individual peasant economy. This is an
obvious .distortion. The new statute
means above all the strengthening of col-
lective property of the agricultural com-
munities, the Artels. In ‘the future the
land under collectivized control will form
an indivisible whole. If a member resigns
from the community he cannot get any
of the land, of the closed Artel land. He
can obtain land only from the free State
land. Furthermore, the statute makes
for an extension of democracy within the
artel. A number of very important
measures must be determined by the full
meeting of all Artel members.

This is not democracy for its own sake
(which by the way does not exist) but
democracy on the basis of socialist com-
mon property and on the proletarian
dictatorship.

The question of what the individual
collective peasant can farm as his own
private property has been more clearly
defined.

The |

ECONOMIC WEEK {

The business index declined under
the impact of steel and electric power
déelines. The New York Times of March
10, 1935 reported that business ‘“execu-
tives in various fields . . . expressed the
opinion that the Spring peak of activity
has been reached and that for the next
few months industry can expect a defi-
nite letdown. . ..”

The cost of living conditions continues
to rise. Food prices have risen over 34%
in the past two years. This, by no means,
indicates that the farmer secures the full
benefit of the rise. Consumers’ Guide
states that “consumers are now paying
an average price of 8.3 cents a pound
for bread. The wheat in a pound loaf
of bread is worth about 1% cents at the
farm.” The remainder of the total 1s
absorbed by the processors and the trans-
portation systems.

Two years of the new deal have result-
ed in an increase in weekly wages of a
little over' a $1.25 and an increase in
employment of 4,000,000. This is equiv-
alent, approximately, to an added wage
return of $10,000,000. At the same time,
the government has expended $10,000,-
000 for its relief work, which leaves you
with a zero, as a remainder, as well as
an unwieldy and unbalanced budget.

The initial use of the gold profits by
the government is very mildly inflation-
ary. Its real import lies in the shift
from the national bank notes to the fed-
eral bank notes which puts the currency
on more of a paper basis. And, also, fits
into the evolving monetary system-—cen-
tralized with a commercial paper stand-
ard rather than the old gold standard.

—ECONOMIST.
SHOE-

NRA Refuses Code Opening
(Continued from Page 1)
centrated in blaming Zimmerman for all
the weaknesses and mistakes of the
present G.E.B. Although Zimmerman is
not a member of the G.E.B., these in-
dividuals are accusing him of being the
“power behind the throne.” In this they
are helped by that howling pack of
wolves who are attempting to run down
and slaughter Progressivism in the
trade unions, the Bigdenkapps and their
hysterical followers. Despite confusion
among shoe workers in this deluge of
lies and dirt, Zimmerman forces are con-
solidating for a victorious finish. Part-
icularly in the face of increasing ag-
gression of the Shoe Manufacturers in
partnership with the NRA, is the vic-
tory of the Zimmerman Progressive
forces the only hope for the shoe work-
ers. The fight against compulsory ar-
bitration, NRA duplicity and aggression,
the fight for shoe union unity, the fight
against the shoe barons and building of
a powerful Union—all this hinges on
the election verdict. A victory for the
Zimmerman forces will mean a real

tackling of these problems.

PREVAILING WAGE LOST

(Continued from Page 1)

Voting for the McCarran amendment
were 19 Democrats, 18 Republicans and
one Farmer-Laborite.

While permitting less than prevailing
rates of wages to be paid on public
works, the Russell amendment seeks to
sugar-coat the wage-cutting drive involv-
ed by calling on the president to set such
wages “as will in the discretion of the
president accomplish the purposes of this
act and not affect adversely or otherwise
tend to decrease the going rates of wages
paid for work of a similar nature.”

In view of the fact that Roosevelt has
repeatedly and publicly stated that he in-
tends to pay lower wages than those in
private employment—and advanced ar-
guments that this will not have a wage-
cutting effect—labor men saw little or
no defense against lowering of wage
standards in this clause.

Building workers won a limited con-
cession, however, in the second part of
the amendment, which would make obli-
gatory observance of the Bacon-Davis
prevailing wage act, so far as perma-
nent buildings for government use are
concerned.

I R S S

NEW WORKERS
SCHOOL FORUM
FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 1935

at 8.30 P. M.
AUGUST TYLER
Young Peoples Socialist League
“I'HE CRISIS IN REVOLU-
TIONARY THEORY”

RIVERA HALL
NEW WORKERS SCHOOL
51 West 14th St., near 6th Avenue
[ ]
Questions and Discussion

ADMISSION 16e.
m—

WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK “EMPROS”
COMES OUT A POOR SECOND IN FIGHT

Communist Party’s Greek
Organ Tries To Smash
Workers Group

In last week’s issue of “Empros”, the
official sheet of C.P.U.S.A. in the Greek
language, appears a vicious and sland-
erous attack against certain workers
who helped organize the “Greek-Amer-
ican Workers Educational League, with
headquarters at 674 - 8th Ave.,, New
York City.

The workers in general and the pro-
gressive ones in particular know well
that in the last few years the C. P.
press has succeeded in becoming the un-
disputed leader and standard bearer of
M.S.I.U. (Mud Slingers’ Industrial
Union), therefore we are not going to
answer their slanders as long as they
are turned against us as individuals, If
they find comfort and happiness in
mire and filth, let them lie there. It is
none of our business.

where we can help, especially when its
aim is the organization of the workers
into trade unions and the advocacy of a
labor party. And precisely these are
the aims of the G.AW.E.L, against
which the mud slinging of “Empros” is
turned, in the disguise of “political” at-
tacks against individual workers.

Purpose Of Our
Club

The story of the G.A.W.E.L. is very
interesting and instructive at the same
time. In local 16 Hotel and Restaur-
ant Employees’ Alliance, affiliated with
the A. F. of L., there are a good number
of Greek workers who have learned
from experience that only through or-
ganization can the workers gain a de-
cent living. At the same time they see
that thousands of other Greek workers
in this city remain unorganized thus
handicapping the organized workers in
their struggle against the bosses. This
is very elementary but worth noting be-
cause out of this simple observation cer-
tain conclusions were drawn with the
following results:

First, they decided that it would be
a very good thing to help bring home to
the unorganized Greek workers the idea
of class consciousness and trade union-
ism.

Second, that there must be a strong
trade union organization free from splits
and dualism in order to be effective.
Therefore, the thing to do was to en-
dorse the A. ¥. of L. and call upon the
Greek workers to join the A. F. of L.
unions.

Third, that the working class should
have its own political party, an all-in-
clusive mass Labor Party based upon
trade unions, workers’ parties and other
workers’ organizations.

These ideas were agitating the Greek
workers in local 16 for quite a time and
attempts were made by them to organize
an educational group since last Septem-
ber. Although no tangible results had
come out for quite a time the idea
gained ground gradually. The workers
were willing and ready but lacked lead-
ership with organizational experience.
They held a few meetings, discussed the
problem and finally called in some other
workers outside of their union to help
along in this work.

Empros Does Its
Job

And here is where the “traitors” and
“scabs”, as they are denounced by the
“Empros”, come into the picture. They
are workers, some of them members of
the Socialist Party and some former
members of the Communist Party—ex-
pelled, not resigned or dropped out, dur-
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ing the “enlightenment campaign.” Then
things began to happen. A provisional
committee was elected, a platform was
drawn up, based on class struggle, which
was submitted to the membership and
accepted. Club rooms were rented and
furnished, activities started and in a
word a healthy and promising organi-
zation with about 100 members consoli-
dated itself ready to do things.

And the Party? How about the Com-
munist Party and its Greek section?
Why, they were simply “forgotten”, or
rather the workers knew what they had
to expect of its present crazy tactics
and—well they forgot it.

The furny part of the story (becguse
there is a funny part to it also) is that
our sland:rers are becoming ridiculous
too. Ths is to be expected. When
one throw s all decency to the four winds,
everythinz can be expected of him. And
in this cise we have before us a most
ridiculou:. situation. The prophets of

But it is our business as workers to: the “enlizhtened” C.P. turned jugglers.

take part in any workers’ movement!

The offi:ial Party organ in the Greek
languag¢ hollers “murder!” and accuses
our Lesgue as a “dual organization”
aiming 1o “split the ranks of the work-
ers”!!! Because they say there is al-
ready in existence a “Greek Workers
Educaticnal Club”, the “Spartacus”, and
“according to its constitution all Greek
workers irrespective of their political
or religious convictions and affiliations
can join it.”

Bravo, You are inimitable, comrades.

Short On Memory

But maybe you have forgotten the no-
tices of expulsions of workers from
“Spartacus”, published in your own “Em-
pros”? If you wish to be reminded,
we do it with the greatest sorrow. And
for what reasons were the expulsions
made? If your memory is short, turn to
the pages of “Empros.” You'll read
there with satisfaction the purging of
“Spartacus” from “Lovestoneites” and
“Trotskyites.”

We haven’t been in your club rooms
lately, but there was once hanging there
a beautiful sign with the legend:

“Bourgeois and Trotzkyite political
discussions not allowed.”

Our idea of an organization where “all
workers should join, irrespective of their
political and religious convictions” is
that not only bourgeois politics and
Trotskyism with all its implications, but
even the Holy-Rollerism of the Post-en-
lightenment or third period of the C.P.
should be freely discussed and exposed
for what they are.

For the sake of keeping the records
clear we may state here that Kaldes,
mentioned by “Empros” as one of the
organizers of the League had absolute-
ly nothing to do with its organization
and is not even a member of it.

—C. CHRISTIE.

e T )
SUBSCRIBE TO
WORKERS AGE
$2.00 for 12 MONTHS
$1.25 for 6 MONTHS

WORKERS AGE
Box 68 Station “0”
New York, N. Y.
Enclosed find $..............
months sub.

GIUSTI'S

SPAGHETTI INN
49 WEST 16th STREET
NEW YORK CITY
4 & 5 Course
LUNCHEON 40c & 50c
6 Course
CHICKEN DINNER 60c
SPECIAL LUNCHEON 35c¢
SERVED ALL DAY
Spaghetti — Dcessert — Coffee 35¢
A La Carte All Day
WINE AND BEER SERVED

BRADLEY'S .-
CAFETERIA

SEASONABLE
FOOD

AT
REASONABLE
PRICES

6th Ave. at 14th St.

WORKERS
- AGE

BENEFIT

51 West 14th Street

THEATRE UNION’S
New Preduction

BLACK PIT

The Tragedy of a Stool Pigeon

TUESDAY EV'G, March 26

Civic Repertory Theatre

14th Street and 6th Avenue New York City



	v4n12-p10-mar-23-1935-WA
	v4n12-p23-mar-23-1935-WA
	v4n12-p40-mar-23-1935-WA

