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THE TRUTH At

Again the Northwestern Coast has been forced into the lime-
_light of publicity by the tragedy at Centralia. on Armistice Day.
True to form, the capitalist press has sent broadcast its vilifica-
tions and lies concerning the occurences which took place there.
It has attempted to place responsibility for the deaths of four men
upon the I. W. W. Its statements have been as wide of the truth
as it was possible to go and now that the truth is becomming
known it has had to publish absolute refutations of its first state-
ments.

Instead of the marchers being fired upon by I. W. W. snipers
from roofs of houses, ds stated in the capitalist press, we now know
that no shots were fired until some of the marchers, led by mem-
bers of the American Legion attacked the I. W. W. headquarters
and kicked down the door. It was then that the secretary and
" other members of the I. W. W. defended their lives and the pro-
perty of the organization by shooting dead within the doorway
four of the raiders and wounding seven more.

DEFENDANT JUSTIFIED, SAYS LEGION COMMANDER.

Edward Bassett, Commander of the Butte Montana, Post of
the American Legion, declares in the following statement to the
press that the I. W. W, was justified in defending its property and
the lives of its members against raiders.

“The I. W. W. in Centralia, Wash., who fired upon the
men that were attempting to raid the I.-W. W. head-.
quarters were fully justified in their act.

‘“Mob rule in this country must be stopped and when
mobs attack the home of a millionaire, of & laborer, or of
the I. W. W, it is not only the right but the duty of the
occupants to resist with every means in their power. If
the officers of the law can not stop those raids, perhaps

the resistance of the raided may have that effect.
“Whether the I. W. W, is a meritorious organiza-

tion or not, whether it is unpopular or otherwise, should

have absolutely nothmg to do with the case.

0UT CENTRALIA. | WHAT WOULD

The rports f the evidence at

Bassett for he speaka the common- mmd up -he question of un.
lawful raids and mob rule. Workers are beginning to resent the
supplanting ‘of the legal machinery of the nation by mob rule. The

action of the I. W. W. at Centralia is an éxample to working men |

to put a stop to the unlawful raiding of halls, the destruction of
life and property of the workers to satisfy the insane and unsomal
proclivities of reactionary lawless mobs.

The coroner’s inquest over thé bodies of the four dead Le-.
gionaries declares that the attack was made before the firing:
started. And there is other mute, but incontrovertible evidence of:
the nature of the assault. The blood staing from wounds of the]
dead are upon the floor of the I. W. W. headquarters—not upon
the pavement of the street. Altho the front of the building was
wrecked by the mob after the shooting in an ffort to destroy the
evidence that the building was entered by assault, this blood tes-
timony will irrefutably prove the lawlessness of those who lost lives

in an assault upon the legal rights of a labor organization and a|

fellow man.

Wesley Everetts, the returned fighted from over seas, and his
comrades who sat in the headquarters and defended themselves
and their organization against the raiders with the weapons used
in the war for demoeracy, struck a blow for real democracy when
they turned the weapons upon their assailants, It is true Everetts
paid the penalty with his life. In the darkness of night the mob
hanged him and riddled his dead body with bullets after dragging
. it thru the street of the town. His comrades were taken from jail
where they had been unlawfully thrown and made to dig his grave;
and thus was covered over in hate the evidence of lawlessness.

The truth is coming out and when this Centralia tragedy is.
aired«in the courts, and th, full and complete facts published, we
gshall learn that the I W W lawfully resisted the invasion of its
legal rights.

There is one aspect of this case that workers should bear in
‘mind. Where the property and lives of the workers are endan-

gered by lawless mobs and raiders bent upon violation of the law,

and no other recourse ig possible, the workers must defend their
lives and their unions at whatever cost.. ..

Workers must resist mob violence with all the powér at their
command. The right of sanctuary against unlawfulness must
be upheld and if the present reactionary movement in America
takes recourse to violation of law in its desperate attempts to
throttle the workers in their struggle against political and econo-
mic despotism, let the workers defend their rights and their legal
status at all costs.

Workers, keep the law by defending yourself against unlaw-
fulness.

Let Centralia be a warning to reactionism.

Yo Do?

Our fathers—.u the dayc when
each man followed his plow and rarely
mea: folks except on Sunday when he
went to church and visited the grave.
yard for recreation—were mot dis-
turbed much by ethical social pro-
blems.

Today the economic compulsion to
break the Ten Commandments is al-
most overwhelming, and multitudes
of weak men go down before it,

What would you do if you were in
the army and you were ordered to
withhold food from starvmg women
and babies?

What would you do if you were a
longshoreman and you were ordered
to handle munitions billed for Siberia,
which you believed would be used to
destroy your brother workmen ?

What would you do if you were a
traffic manager of a railroad and your
heaviest shipper threatened to with-
draw his business if you did not grant
him rebates?

What would you do if you were an
editor and big advertisers threatened
to withdraw their “ads” if you did not
change your editorial policy ?

What would you do if you were a
college professor with a family and a
reputation if the regents gave you a
hint to change your teaching or get
the grand bounce?

What would you do if you were a
school director and big business. de-
manded the dropping of # teacher,
whom in your heart you believed to
be a first-rate teacher and a man ma-
ligned by selfish intérests?

Wlll refude* to\“ﬁ"
busmess of starvmg bables, '
Will refuse to contrlbute
death’ of his fellow workers'

Wlll refuse to grant' rebates,

Cwill consign the big hold-up adver-
tisers to the tender mercies of the
“devil”; -

"~ Will refuse to scrape to the re-
|gents;

Will refuse to fire a teacher at the
dictation of big business.

Why will 2 Real Man act this way?

Because he intends to remain mas-
ter of his own soul!—Seattle Union-
Record.

RADICALISM RAMPANT IN
DUTCH. SCHOOLS
By W. J. L. Kiehl

AMSTERDAM.—A “bond” or union
of revolutionary socia] intellectuals
has been inaugurated and the names
of the members of the executive board
have been published.

This union works in conjunction
with communistic teachers’ organiza-
tions and revolutionary: socialist stu-
dents’ organizations in Holland. From
persons whose sons are studying in
the Dutch universities I learn that

X-MAS GIFTS FOR PRISONERS.

Comrades and frieds of prigoners at
Atlanta Federal Prison will be glad
to learn that presents may be sent to
prisoners for X-mas and New Year
between these dates—Dec. 20th to
Dec. 31st. Included in the list of

artieles which may be sent are—can-

dies, fruits, chewing gum, cigars and

tobacco in reasonable quantities in
addition to articles generally allowed.
Cigars and tobacco must arrive with
revenue stamps iinbroken. Cooked
foods should not be sent owing to pos-
sible delay in heavy Xmas mails. Send
your packages early. Remember the

many students are imbued with bol-

" Verily, our fathers were not com:|
. pelled to faCe such knotty problems'

to the :

Gods of the false

- THEMARTYR

Ye have made martyrs for me;

and true;

Ye have set great souls free
- And lighted our lamps anew!
v Ye and your priests have killed

Those whe defied

your ranks;

I drink of the blood ye have spilled—
I drink and I give you thanks!

Djewn through the centuries, strung
On crucifix, gibbet -and pyre,
Your scarlet pictures are hung

.+ Of those who have dared your fire!
The Chirst, with His hands outhrust—

For the Martyr 1

His dead by the Tiber’s banks—
And now the arena is dust,

give you thanks!

For every heretic burned,
For every heart ye have split,

For every key ye have turned,
A million lamps have ye lit!

And, lo! as the cities that flame

 Where the blackened streams have their banks,
So your dead call us each by name—
For the Martyr I give you thanks!

Has your crucifix murdered Christ?

Have your jails swallowed up one ‘dream?

Has Spain and the stake sufficed

To darken one lamplight’s gleam‘7

I.give you the world today;
.~ Will ye gaze on the age.long ranks?

‘ For the Martyr I give you thanks!

it Christ, is it Debs, ye would slay?

Was the killing of four men and
the wounding of several -others at
Centralia,: Wash., on Armistice day,
Nov. 11, 1919, a cold-blooded slaugh-
ter of inoffensive individuals, or were

tack upon a peaceable place and killed
by the lawful occupants of that place
in the defense of their own lives?
That is the question uppermost in the
mind of every fair-minded . person_
That question will be threshed out at

'the coming trial of the 11 men indict-

ed for the killing of Warren Grimm -at
Centralia.

The truth regarding what actually
1appened at Centralia on Armistice
day is being suppressed, Facts con-
sidered favorable to the accused are
not allowed to find their way into the
news columns, eye-witness to the af-
fair are forbidden to talk or fear to
speak out, and legal representatives
of the prisoners are denied the prive-
lege of being in the town.

Centralia and nearby towns are no
longer governed by civil authority, but
are ruled absolutely by armed forces
that are running things at the point

shevism and that the communistic
propaganda is very strong.

Two_ professors in the ‘Amsterdam
university are known to be “Idealist
Bolsheviki,” and in the Delft Technic-
al University communism is popular.
The new union will seek connections
with. similar organizations in other
countries,

CALIFORNIA EXECUTIVES

UNDER ARREST.
Officials of the Communist Labor
Party of California were placed under
arrest by government agents last
week and charged with violations of
the state criminal syndicalism law.
Those arrested are: State Secretary,
James Dolson; J. E. Snyder, Editor of
The Oakland World; Robert Whitaker,
Edric Smith, John Taylor, former
State Secretary, Cyrus Tebey and Max
Bedact. Comrade Max -Bedact was
just preparing to leave for New York
where he was to 'edit Communist
Labor, the new national organ of The
Communist Labor Party. Most of the
comrades, we understand are now out
on bail.

O
O

Gompers is now finding out from
the government the same truths the
reds have been trying to teach him

comr¥des at Atlanta.

of the gun. As an instance of the
existing state of affairs the case of
Reinhardt, an Associated Press repre-
sentative, is - worthy of note. He at-
tended the coroner’s inquest over the
bodies of the dead men and sent out
the story of the testimony of Dr.
Frank Bickford, who swore that the
I. W. W. hall was attacked by himself
and others, and that only after the
door of the hall had been kicked in
did the shooting comence. For sending
out ‘this news Reinhardt was run out
of Centralia, being compelled to leave
his personal belongings behind_
Strangers coming into Centralia on
traing are clogely questioned and if
an explanation satisfactory to the
questionaries is not forthcoming they
are not permitted to remain. In short
the truth regarding the Centralia af-
fair is beleagured by a circle of guns
in the hands of usurped authority, and
those who might speak that truth are
compelled to silence, Later they will
be heard, for truth will speak, even
though ringed with walls of bayonets.
The men in jail sturdily declared
that they defended themselves against
attack. The capitalist press asserts
that the prisoners deliberately fired
upon the passing parade, without pro-
vocation and, as one paper says, “be-
cause the parade was made up of re-

for many years.

turned soldiers.”

these persons members of an unlaw-
ful mob engaged in an unwarrated at-|

Outside of the facts.that will be re-
lated by eye witnesses later on hand
the teshmony of Dr Bickford, who
swore the .hall was attqcked before
any shots were fired, let us examine
the contention of the capitalist press,
that members of the I. W. W. fired
upon the parade because it was com-
posed of returned soldiers.

It is entirely beyond reason to sup-
pose that eight or ten men would de-
liberately agree (as they must do) to
station themselves for the sole pur-
pose of firing on paraders from whom
they had nothing to fear Sane men
would not do such a thing and for
anyone to suppose that these men did
fire from so slim a motive he must
first judge them to be insane. )The
authorities so far have raised no
question of the prisoners’ sanity,)
And if they were insane how does it
occur that so many insane people
could come to an agreement on the
matter of killing returned soldiers?
How could they have curbed this in-

thd streets of every town and eity
were filled with marching soldiers,
returning . from the war? Why pick
out a small town like Centralia when
the streets of Seattle and Tacoma
were full of uniforms? Centralia, of
all places, where there was no hope of
escape. -

Sane men, to the number of eight
or ten, would not deliberately organ-
ize or plot a killing of harmless par-
aders—insane men could not. The con-
tention of the capitalist press is ri-
diculous. It is beyond reason. It is a
lie—told to shield the real criminals,
who are responsible for these deaths
at Centralia.

Let us now deal with a few things
regarding the parade that marched
through the streets of the town. First,
it is well known that the parade
marched in sections—a section com-
posed of people who participated
been active -in those places against
the anniversary of the armistice, and
another section specially composed of
specially invited persons, from Aber-
deen and other towns, who had been
active in those laces against the In-
dustrial Workers of the World. These
outsiders, together with Centralians
likewise opposed to the I. W_ W., were
all in one section and marched near
the rear of the parade, Bear this in
mind; ‘it is significant, when con-
sidered in connection with other

(Continued on page 4.)

sahity during the year just past when

0B RULE, THE NEWEST AMERICAN
‘TERROR.

The reactionism that has swept over American civil life since
the signing of the Armistice has now reached the stage of mob
rule and mob law. During the war American workingmen and
women laid aside their historic and vaunted liberties in order that
the war might be brought to a successful conclusion for the Allies.
Now they find that instead of their boasted liberties and Consti-

santuary within their homes, being restored they have been practi-
cally annulled altogether. They are now not only denied these Con-
stitutional guarantees, they are subject to mob violence as well.

Of all the manifestations of social unrest none are more men-
acing to public welfare, none are more destructive of civil liberty
and civil rights than mob rule. It is the most debasing of all human
activities, the most outrageously corrupt and venal. It is an open
challenge to all order and government by law. Let us consider well,
its meaning berofe we countenance it.

Reactionsm in America has welcomed it with open arms, has
encouraged it with the corrupt press and other mouthpieces of the
ruling class. The mob is the henchman of privelege, the hand-
maiden of corruption. The ruling class has enthroned it as an ob-
ject of veneration and has condoned all its depravities in the name

‘|of Americanism and democracy. If mob rule spells Americanism,
{deliver us from it, for we prefer rule by law however unjust

rather than lawlessness and irresponsibility:
To all who have the highest interests of our Constitutional

‘guarantees at heart must look on with grave apprehension at the
growth of the mob idea and the supplanting of legal processes by

its insane and reprehensible activities. As surely as it is allowed to
continue, so shall American liberties be at last laid to rest in the
grave of reactionism. The monster must be slain, To allow its con-
tinuance is to. court disaster and destruction of the few remaining
liberties left an outraged and explmted class.

In every historical epoch it is the class that is down, the class
tids attemptmg to rise from underelts ‘burdens of

erq ms {

ism—the mob. It is; the workers against whom its activities are
bent. It is their homes that are invaded, -their meetings that are
broken up, their halls that are enterd and sacked, it is their leaders
and organizers who:are mobbed and shot and hanged. The remedy
is in the hands of the workers. Meet the mob upon their own
ground. Where it trespasses stand upon your rights. Where it
breaks the laws, keep the law by defending yours and others
rights. Demand and keep your legal status by refusing to counten-
ance by non-resistence the encroachments of this monstrous in-
iquity and tool of the ruling class to further subjugate you.

We did not go to that School

to be had, food was scarce and ex-
tremely high in price, the army was
in a state of mutiny, in fact had nu-
|tinied and left the front for hdfme —
bringing their arms with them. Don’t
overlook that point, vast numbers of
the Russian proletariat were armed.

Conditions here are slightly differ-
ent.

Instead of four years of ennervat-
ing war we had four years of war
profits, increased wages and employ-
ement for everybody, Instead of an
anti-patriotic wave as in Russia the

We know a lot of people these days
that are making a heap of noise about
a revolution. They hear their own
noise and think they hear the revolu-
tion — but we think they are mistak-
en.

Economic conditions force revolu-
tions, Any single individual that
thinks he can precipitate a revolution
in any country whére the economic
conditions have not built up a public
opinion favorable to a social revolu-
tion is not only badly mistaken but
is positively a menace to the political
and industrial organized labor mov-
ements.

years of intensified patriotic propa-
ganda. Instead of the psychology of
defeat, the American proletariat, for-
gets his sugarless days of high prices
and wage slavery in the psychology
of victory!

The shouting of catch and revolu-]
tionary phrases has become an obses-
sion of late in too many camps of the
labor movement. It is true that a
minority did engineer a successful
revolution in Russia — and some hot
heads are trying to tell us that the
same thing can be done here. Let us
examine the conditions a bit and see
where we are at before we start
something

In Russia the strong centralist
government had been overthrown by
the combined labor forces and the:
small business element which desired
a more democratic form of govern-
ment. A provisional government was
established but before it could become
well intrenched it in turn was over-
thrown by a small minority — BUT
that minority had the SYMPATHY

The American proletariat is unarm-
ed. ' ‘

In view of these differences in env-
irornment, it seems to us that any
organization or anybody foolish e-
nough to think the conditions in this
country are ripe for revolution is an
enemy of the class war, and by pro-

ing the cause of the freedom of those
who toil.

The great mass must be educated
at least to a condition of class con-
sciousness. They must be organized,
and by organized we mean welded into
a force with powers of resistence, so
they may meet the capitalist on terms

tional guarantees of free speech and assembly and the right of ,

is to thxs clasa—; hel Wrokmg' class-—-that we appeal to;
render harmless the i insane actlvxtles of this 1mp1ernent of reaction.

American proletaria has had two-

paganda is harming more than help- -

and the MORAL support of the gene-
ral publie.

opposition execept for the bourgeoisie
and the Allied governments interested
in maintaining the stability of the old
Russian bonds.

In addition to the foregoing, the
economic life of the country had|

broken down, jobs were scarce or not |

In other words it had no|

of equality, not as bluffers or as-sup-
pliants. This kind of an organization
can only be builded through a system-
atic plan of study classes.

This talk of mass action by a mi-
nority is foolish.

If freedom from wage slavery ever

(Continued on page 4.)
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" mands. Let

Judge Insane,when he Jailed
Texas Socialist.

The judge who sentenced Flora I,
Foreman, the Socialist teacher who is
now serving a term at MecAlister,
Okla., under the Espionage act was
insane at the time he tried her, a
year ago. Immediately after imposing
the five-year sentence he returned to
his horme at Fort Worth ,Tex., and
from there was taken to a lunatic
asylum in California.

This information reached the Work-
ers’ Defense Union, 7 East 15th street
through one of the attorneys who de-

fended Mrs. Foreman in the Federal|

court in Amarillo, Tex. Because the
judge is insane it has been difficult to
perfect an appeal in the case.
Although President Wilson has re-
duced her term to two years, it is
feared that the ordeal since her con-
viction and the months of incarcera-
tion before she came to trial may en-
danger the life of the woman_

Reported as ‘Disloyal.”

She is a frail woman and had gone
South in the hope of restoring her im-
paired health, There she was reported
to government agents as ‘‘disloyal,”
in' consequence of remarks she had
made in private conversation with an-
other woman.

The story, as it reached the defense
group, is that the charge was lodged
by a soldier who had been jilted by a
friend of Mrs. Foreman. The worst
statement she was charged with hav-
ing made was that she had refused to
become a member of the Red Cross,

'and was not afraid to say so, and that

they coul go and tell the “little school

teacher in Washington” how she felt .

“lthought of their

about it.

After her arrest, while in a health
resort away from all friends, the gov-
ernment agents constructed a techni-
cal disloyalty charge, the lawyer said,
upon which a demented Federal judge
based his sentence. His attitude is
evident in the following quotation
from the lawyer’s letter:

“Mrs. Foreman was tried at Ama-
rillo, Texas, in the Federal Court,
charged with violating the espionage
law. The judge of that court convicted
her, Of course, the jury might have
convicted her anyway. It was a time
of hysteria,

“Walked All Over Us.”

“But the judge walked al lover us.
We were not permitted to try the
cas¢ at ally He took the witnesses
away from us and cross-Zexamined
them, and then told the jury what he
testimony. He
threatened several times to put us in
jail, and I left the courtroom to file
a petition to ‘have him examined for
insanity. However, after the trial he
went home to Fort Worth, and from
there was sent to an insane asylum in
California, where he has been ever
since.

“I sent in to the President of the
United States a petition with several
long lists of subseribers. I also sent a
personal letter setting out the facts
and what took place ati the trial
Since that time I have heard nothing.
If anybody should be pardoned, this
woman should be, Whether she was

guiity or net, she did not have a fair
trial.”

AMNESTY DEMAND MUST BE
ALL-INCLUSIVE

Roger Baldwin.

Of course I am with you in your ef.
forts for a general amnesty. Every bit
of agitation to that end is good. We
cannot succeed by mere petitioning
on the grounds of justice—but we
can succeed by continuous and deter-
mined demonstrations of power. Our
friends and Comrades will never be
released until we force their release
by our indignant resistance. Only the

imprigonment causes will mové' the
hington Defenders of Things-as-
Are ‘ C

not forget that the L.
W. W. have been hit the hardest—
that practically all their leaders and
hundreds of the workers are in prison

or out on bail. Their cases are prac-|

tically the same as the others—and
the wartime statutes were even more
pervertedly applied to reach them.
We must not hesitate to specify the
I. W. W. class-war prisoners in our
demands—as well as the victims of
the Espionage Act and the military
courts.

We must make our demands uncom-
promising, definite, all-inclusive. We
cannot trust in the slightest any sense
of “justice” on the part of the author-
ities. We can only trust the organized
power of labor and the friends of
freedom to make their protest so unit-
ed, so resounding, that the powers
that be will fear not to heed it.

0

AT LAST AN AMERICAN SOCIAL-

¥ IST REVIEW!
. Of exceptional interest in socialist
and radical circles is the appearance
of the long awaited first issue of
“THE SOCIALIST REVIEW” a
monthly record of socialist and radical
progress in thought and action the
world over. The Intercoliegiate So-
cialist Society, publishers of the new
REVIEW, feeling its quarterly organ,
THE INTERCOLLEGIATE SOCIAL-
IST no longer sufficed to meet the
growing public interest in socialism,
decided to venture upon a monthly.
THE SOCIALIST REVIEW does not
pretend to be a propagandist organ.
Its aim is to become an invaluable
reeord and survey of significant in-
dustrial and political occurences, by
which our present effete social system
will eventually be charged +to one
more worthy of human effort. In this
fact will lie the unique value and
service of THE SOCIALIST RE-
VIEVW to all sections of the socialist
movement.

O

52 CANDITATES ELECTED TO
PARLIAMENT.

NEW YORK.—Fifty- two socialists
will be members of the incoming Nor-
wegian parliament, the Socialist Par-
ty at the
having polled 250,000 votes.

The party stands without reserve
on the side of the Bolsheviki, and
recently dispatched Egede Nissen,
one of ‘the best known of the Nor-
wegian leaders, to Moscow.

The party is strongly anti militar-

recent general elections|

WASHINGTON.—Altho a year has
passed since the war ended for most
Americans, there are still 18,000 war
victims in army hospitals in this
country and 1,900 in overseas hos-
pitals.

For these wounded Americans the
war is still a thing of reality. With
them the cost of the conflic* is not a
mere mempopry. . P }*

itals ¢ ~United States, (the
majority, overseas cases, 977 'in
TFrance, 515 in Germany, 403 in Si-|
beria. ) ' ‘

Most of the men still in overseas
hospitals are those whose conditition
is too serigus to permit transfer to
this country. Officials say they will
be brought home as quickly s« pos-
sible, ¥ AR

Keeping foremost the fact that
116,492 American soldiers died in the
service since April 6, 1917, and that
of these 39,5685 were killed on the
field and 14,742 died of wounds,
figures show the burden of long suf-
fering in hospitals and physical dis-
ability fell upon comparatively few
nen, officials say. o 4

&l

hospitals ir

]
DEMOCRACY.

Democracy, Oh where art thou
for whom our blood was shed ?
Art thou in Atlanta prison
with our beloved Debs?
Or perhaps in North Dakota,
where they have tried our Kate,
Surely not in San Quientin to
share Tom Mooneys fate.

Démocracy, Oh where art thou-
for whom we bought the bonds?
Pray tell us where to find you
if on this side the pond.
We have looked in all the civil courts
where justice should be found,
And nothing but injustice to
labor have we found.

Democracy, Oh where art thou
for whom we gave our sons?
2erhaps we were mistaken,
when we went and whipped the Huns.
We thought we were fighting for
freedom of all the world as one
That men might write and men

Democracy, Oh where art thou
for whom our brothers fell?

_If thou art present in this land

that we all love so well,
Pray make thy presence known
and to the public tell
Why so many of our loved ones
now occupy a cell?
J. A, FLATT.

O
O

Another new town on our list is Lov-
ington, Ill. We give credit to comrade
Frank Renko for the three names

there.
® %

ordered the constitution of soldiers’
soviets by all men liable for military

ristic. Some months ago formally

service,

s

SHORT ONES

By W. E. Reynolds.
RACE OF VETERANS.

Race of Veterans — race of victors!

Race of the. soil, ready for conflict
— race of the ¢onquering march!

(No more credulity’s race, abiding-
temper’d race)

Race henceforth owning no law but
the law of itself,

Race of passion and the storm —

Walt Whitman,

It is begininnig to look like a sugar
card was one of the sure signs of the
triumph of democracy!

% % %

Wise Omar must have foressen the
reign of prohibition, for did he not
say, ‘“—and in your errand reach the
spot where I made One, turn down an
empty glas”?

¥ w0

Water, water everywhere, and not
a drop (of 2.75 or anything with a
“kick” in it) to drink.

¥ ok %

“And at this stage they fight, not
heir enemies but the enemies of their
enemies.” — Marx and Engels.

E I Y
A bunch of propertyless proletarians
who have not had an egg on their
table since last summer, who cannot
afford te EAT eggs, buying them to
throw at some harmless dispenser of
economic information is a sight to
cause Kublah, Kahn to smile,

¥ % ¥

“Conscience was born when man
had shed, his fur, his tail and pointed
ears” — Kasidah.

E
Wisdom is no easy flower to pluck.
R T

It is a well established biological
fact that man’s ancestors had a well
defined caudal appendage. Even yet
the devil is invariably pictured - as
having a long tail, and as he is but a

1fallen angel (having wrestled with

‘God over authority) it must logically
follow that even the angels have tails!
ok &

Science is not fruit that ripens in a
day.

¥ ox %

Along about the time of the reform-
ation the Pope, in an effort to stem
the rising tide of discontent, issued
bull after bull — all to no avail. Now
at the begining of another reforma-
tion congress'and the courts are fol-
owing in the footsteps of the forget-

|ten' Pope, and are making bull upon
I'bull ! ‘

‘All bull.
~§617 6

e At

the angels
Tales.
CE NN

| When we were kids we used to sing;

‘Liondon Bridge is falling down,
' Falling down, falling down,
London Bridge is falling down,
My Fair Lady!”

Now the new version is;
‘Petrograd is falling now,
Falling now, falling now,
Petrograd is falling now,
My Fair Lady!”

The Fair Lady of the Kept Press
yrophesied the Fall of Petrograd and
Irew the Fall of Omsk.

¥ » %

The Britisk Bourgeoisie are advoc-
ating the sale of Church Property,
the funds so obtained to be applied
towards paying the war debt. Who
said progress was at a standstill?

& ¥ %

More than ten thousand of the most
important economic enterprises in
Free Russia have been socialized. This
comprises about 86 percent of Rus-
sian industry, and when one considers
that the change in most of the in-
dustries was affected without the in-
terruption of industry, one marvels at
what might have been accomplished |
if the “inviolability of nations to self-
determination’” had have been strictly |
adhered to.

Here is a wholesale leather catalog

Might talk but can’t do either.one, .

‘quoting prime sole leather @ $1.50

per pound, and “leather for soleing
hand shoes @ 20c per pound”. Signi-
ficiant? It is a part of the “dearly
beloved” system.
E I . 3
That Russian Ambassador’s offer
to furnish ships and passage money
to all whom the government wished
to deport, might be said to have called
the government’s bluff.
» ¥ %
Now that Thanksgiving is safely
over we can begin to save up to buy
the kid a tin sword for Christmas

£ the Prince of Peace.
¥ % %

The correspondent of the Manchest-
er Guardian (England) Mr, W. T.
Goode informs us “that prostitution
kas disappeared from Moscow life,
due to the improved economic and so-
cial pbsi’tion of women under Bolshev-

3 ”
.

sm
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Evolution is a hard jolt for those

iwho have nothing to be proud of ex-

cept their blue-blooded ancestry.

| WOMEN WORKERS DEMAND

might be headed, Angel|’
' |the Russian blockade, presented by

when we celebrate the alleged birth|;

KNOW THE LAW.

(Supreme Couxt of Washington, Dec.
28, 1911.)

Department -. Appeal from superior
court, Yakiman county; E. B. Preble,
judge.

Henty Bowinkelman was convicted
of manslaughter and appeals. Af-
firmed.

Frank A. Luse and H. J. Snively,
for appeallant. J. Lenox Ward and
Harold B. Bilbert for the state.

Parker, J. This defendant was
charged by information in the su-
perior court for Yakima county with
nurder in the first degree, by the
killing of John Meeboer. Upon a
trial before the court and a jury, the
defendant was convicted of man-
slaughter, from which he has appealed
to this court.

1. Upon the trial evidence was in-
troduced in behalf of appealant tend-
ing to show that the homicide was
justifiable, in that it was committed
by appealant in lawfully defending
himself against an assault made upon
him by the deceased. This called for |
instructions to the jury upon the law
of justifiable homicide. Touching the|
grounds of apprehension of danger
upon which the defendant might kill
his assailant, the court instructed the
jury as follows:

“A person attacked at a place
where he has a right to remain need
not retreat, but may repel force b-
force in.a defense of his person
against one who at the time is actu-
ally, or apparently, intending or en-
deavoring, unlawfully, to kill him or
to inflict upon him great personal in-
jury, and in such defense the assailed
may lawfully meet the attack made
upon him in such a way and with
such force as, under the circum-
stances, he at the moment honestly
believes, and has reasonable grounds
to believe, are necessary to save his
own life or to protect himself from
great personal injury; and in such de-
fense the assailed may lawfully kill
the assailant, if at the time he is actu-
1lly or apparently in imminent danger
f death or great personal injury at

is assailant’s hands, and if, under all
he circumstance, he honestly believes,
nd has reasonable grounds to believe,
uch killing to be necegsary to save
his own life or to protect him from

reat personal injury.”

0.
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The i"ollowingk resolution on lifting

Vargaret Bondfield, of Englad, was
adopted by the International Congress
of Working Women at Washington,
November Tth:

“Whereas, Neither the United
“tates nor any of the Allied or Asso-
ciated Powers is officially at war
with Russia, and

“Whereas, The blockade causes
hardship to numberless women and
children, i cE] o
“Be it Resolved, That we, the dele-
gates of the First International Con-
gress of Working Women, in Wash-
ington, D. C., in conference assembled,
hereby protest at the continuance of
said blockade and advocate the im-
mediate removal of all restrictions of
shipment of food to the peoples of
Russia.”

) S

EX-SOLDIERS MAKE FfIGﬁT ON
Y. M. C. A.

TACOMA.—The Tacoma Y. M. C.
A. is looking for 1,000 nhew members.
They are very partial to ex.service
nen, th";y say. What some ex-soldiers
hing of the Y. M. C. A. is stated in
cryptic form by little cards which are
pasted on windows and scattered
wround town as follows:

“YOUNG MAN

“Will you join an organization

“Which robbed your brother

“While in France?

“You should respect the memory

“Of those who died for you.

“I refer to the ’

“Y. M. C. A,

(Signed) A E. F. Soldier.”

—Union-Record.

0

BOLSHEVIKS EXEMPT C. O's.

A remarkable document has been
sublished in the Daily Herald, Lenin’s
lecree relating to conscientious ob-
ectors, in’ which these are exempted
rom military service whose religious
beliefs prevent them from taking part
In, and alternativev service if the Unit-
d Council of Moscow Religious groups
and Communities prove a satisfactory
Jdaim for such complete exemption to
he All-Russian Central Bxecutive
.ommittee. This gives the lie to those

yovernment is
beliefs.

oppressing religious

Dok, il

who in the Times and elsewhere are!
at such pains to prove that the Soviet |

Kerensky Comes Forth.

As the Allies prepare to forsake the
defeated counter-revolutionaries, the
censorship relaxes and the servile
press, formerly given to praise of the
“loyal elements” in Russia, now finds
space for bitter denunciations of
these erstwhile friends and associates.
Even Kerensky, the discarded tool of
Allied imperialism, is permitted to
speak out against Kolchak, Denikin
and Yudenitch, his successors in Allied
favor, now themselves about to be
discarded. ®Arround these three”,
says Kerensky, according to the Lon-
don Daily News, “are gathered all
the scoundrels of the old regime . . .
There is no crime that has not been
committed by agents of XKolchak
against the population. Documents,
such as I have, illustrate the barba-
rous conditions in which the people
are living under these savages . .
The administration of the country is
reduced to a shameless and unpunish-
ed system of pillage.” An American
official, quoted in the Philadelphia
Public Ledger, adds this testimony
after a two month’s tour of inspeec-
tion through Siberia: “I talked with
a great veriety of people—the Czechs,
our railway service men, refugees,
and to people living in the villages, as
well as to French and British repre-
sentatives statipned in the towns be-
tween Omsk and Viadivostok I did
not find a single person who said that
Kolchak had any popular support . . .
His name is being used by the most
disreputable lot of scoundrels that
has ever got any opportunity to ex-
ploit a poor, starving, defenseless
people.” Finally, the Czecho-Slovaks,
who were made the pretext of inter-
vention, have publicly implored the
Allies to allow them to leave Siberia:
“Our army has been forced against its
convictions to support a state of ab-
solute despotism and unlawfulness .
The military authorities of the Gov-
ernment of Omsk are permitting crim-
inal actions that will stagger the en-
tire world. The burning of villages,
the murder of masses of peaceful in-
habitants, and the shooting of hun-
dreds of persons of democratic con-
victions, and also those only suspected
of political disloyalty, occur daily.’

Mr. Isaac Don Levine’s recent dis-
patches have described the nature of
Denikin’s rule, whose pogroms were

so horrible, says the London Nation,
that the English soldiers “could hard-
1y be .restrained from firing on him.”

ﬁ%
port " 1 .
drawn mow, not from .any humanitar-
ian scruples, but because the Red
Army has demonstrated the imposibil-
ity of all attempts to conquer the
Revolution and because the economic
and social forces of the world have

verwhelmed the designs of the reac-

ionary rulers.

Soviet Russia.
o-
NO NEWSPAPERS FOR DEBS.

To the editor of the Nation:

Sir: In behalf of Eugene Debs, as
well as for myself, I wish to thank
you for having had THE NATION
sent to his prison cell. Ever since his
removal to Atlanta all papers and
periodicals, including the Nation, are!
denied him; and he is not allowed
even newspapers clippings, enclosed in
letters. The other day I enclosed in
a letter to him a small newspaper cut
of the proposed building to be erected
at Indianapolis by the Comrades,
which is to be known as the “House
of Debs”, but before the letter was
delivered the ‘little picturg was re-
moved therefrom

It is quite evidently the purpose of
the Administration to cut him off
completely from the outside world in
the ardent hope of breaking his spirit.
Of course he is permitted to read light
fiction furnished by the prison library,
but in these days when history is
being written as never before, this is
as nourishing and satisfying to the
mentality of a student of events as
skimmed milk is to the body of a
famished child.

Several years ago Gene planted a
little peach tree in his yard. It strug-
gled for existence, but with careful
nursing it survived. This year for
the first time it bore a few peaches.
Knowing the care Gene had bestowed
upon this little tree, Mrs. Debs packed
half a dozen of the peaches and sent
them to him in care of the Warden,
They were not delivered, although at
the very time he had just been re-
moved from his cell to the hospital.

Theodore Debs.
Terre Haute, Ind., Sept_15.

—0

A lot of workers would lose a night’s
sleep if they missed getting their
Master’s Evening Squeal. But if they
are agked to support the press of their
own class they think it’s a joke. Well,
heir master’s squeal will turn to a bife

o
O

subscription? If not ,why not?

some day and they will lose some

And now—have you renewed your valuable hide, which may wake them|and forget his weakness which after

up. Don’t be a Mr. Block.

.|to the average radiecal,

«{jaws busy and not disturb us.” This

iworld, -~ . T
e

\That support is being With-

|

. By Long and Lanky
CHAPT. IX.

Philosophy.
“T know not whether laws be right,
Or whether laws be wrong.
All that I know who lie in jail
Is that the wall is strong;
And that each day is like a year,
A year whose days are long.”

This in a declamatory voice at about
five-thirty in the morning, from
Rudolph’s cell, awakened Jack and
Collins from their slumbers. It also
awakened the temper of the latter.
Collins was not fond of esthetics when
at his ease. and when irritated he
shared none of the sentiments so dear
Unless he
happened to be exactly in the right
mood, he had an absolute aversion for
what he termed the aberrations of an
effete culture. He often said that
poetry and novels were written by
men who had nothing better to do to
be read by people who could do noth-
ing better.

“Say, what in hell do you mean by
spouting your whoresome poetry at
this time of the night! Do you beg-
rudge a fellow what little sleep he can
get in this infernal hole? O, if I could
get at yuh, I'd slou you in the mush,”
thundered the big man from off his
bunk in the opposite cell.

“Oh, well!” retorted Rudolph,” you
don’t need to be so peevish about it.
Its nearly broad dayligth. Its time to
get up.” Then after a pause

“If you were in this cell all alone,
you too might want to give vent to
some sort of expression.”

“Why don't you do like the rats
—gnaw the bars It wili keep your

said, the big man turned over and
drew the ragged quilt about his
shoulder and once more attempted to
‘sleep, This proved to be impossibie.
Rudolph’s eloquence had banished the
‘fingers of Morpheus from his eyes.
Jack too, was wide awake, and in con-
 tradistinction to his cell mate, not
ipeeved. In fact he was rather inter-
lested in the subject matter of the

;poem. Thg days for him had been
.rather short; his companions keeping
his mind busy with a recital of the

wonderful: phetiomena in the -social

He-asked Rudolph from what pogm
8. Wag, quotted,and, rec

' Informatior that fs was a part

the bailadiof “Réading Gasl” by Osdar

iWilde, who was, as Rudolph averred |,

jone of the lord’s of language of the

‘last century. o . .

“Oscar is one of Rudie’s heroes,”
isneered Collins who was still in bad
spirits.~—“One of your temperamental
artistic gents ” ’

“Yes, that’s right. Oscar -Wilde is
one of my literary heroes, but for all
that I do not appreciate your inuendo
that I would want him for a ceil
mate,” protested Rudolph.

“Who was this Oscar

Wilde ?”

of hi

The Black Sheep |

W

“Let us forget his life and remem-
ber his work for their beauties sake,”
said the boy. ;

“I cannot appreciate anything a
skunk does,” Collins said., “I connot
read a line he penned without think-
ing of his infernal degeneracy.”

Oh, you Christian,” sneered Ru-
dolph. ’ ‘ )

“T am no Christian,” the other re-
torted.

“No, you mean you're no Church
Member, but you are as fanatic as any
Jesus lover I ever knew. You iare
a free will Christian, and nothing
else can be made out of you.”

“You’re crazy,” roared Collins, “I
hate christianity as much as you do
and you know it.” ‘

Rudolph agreed that this was tech-
nically  true, but asserted that
when it came to showing the spirit
of intolesrance he was a regular Cal-
vin. “Take your stand on the drink
question, you are as extreme as a
howling methodist,” Rudolph said.
Then continued “You know that the
drink appetite is a physiological con-’
ditien. That its victim cannot resist
the temptation even tho he see the
faces of his starving children in the
glass. Cursing his weakness he gets
drunk. He ruins his health, impover-
ishes his kids, while erying to his God
for help. But he is a dipsomaniac;
his body has an affinity for drink as
ether has for air. He cannot help be-
ing what the forces of heredity made
him. Yet, yoy who call yourself a
radical and a liberal, curse your fel-
low worker whose appetite differs
from your own. You call them every
name on the calender as if they were
victims from choice instead of from
circumstance. Imitating the christians
you make everybody but yourself a
heretic. No Collins dear, you may not
be a christian, but if you are not, then
you are a Jew or a Mohammedan, or
a Brahmin or perhaps a Voodist, but
youre no radical, you are no scientist,
you are no idealist, you are too damn-
ed intolerant; you are good at con-
demning ‘but you never make an ef-
fort to understand for if ever you
learn to understand then you would
learn to forgive.” o s

“Yes and you are Christian also,
for you talk about forgiveness. Your .
consistency is something wonderful,”
snapped; - Colling, ' and he’ lea] ed out

‘tiger letps at hig'prey.
sirrendet, and. ;

-’sui“rehdéf“fne"a_ﬁs dééth. You’d burden

yourself with so much human waste
that you’d be smothered in the filth
of your owp ¢hoosing. I've told you on ,
several occassions that I don’t hate
these vermin, I only seek to eliminate
them from my environment. I hate .
vermin, high brow and low brow.
That’s the reason I'm against them.
They hinder me in the struggle for

existence, that is all. That’s enough.”

Rudolph’s sally had madq Collins
too angry to answer with his costum-
ary coherence. He trailed .off jinto

asked Jack,

“A degenerate,” snapped Collins.
“An artist,” explained Rudolph.

“Well in minety cases out lof =a|
same

hundred it amounts to
thing,,” Collins growled.

“What you really mean is that Mr.
convitions

Wilde awakens strong

the

) “He was a great writer of poerty
]

,either for or against himself. He must
have been an interesting personality.
/Tell me more about him,” remarked
the boy_ ‘

i

and drama,” Rudolph explained. A
man with a splendid sense of the
beautiful, in nature, in language and
in man, but this weakness got him into
trouble. I might describe him best if
I said that he wrote splendid books
but lived a rotten life.” Then after
a moments reflection, “no the last
part would be too strong. His life was
not so bad, he simply had an abomin-
jable weakness.” .

“I might say of you Rudolph,” Jack |

\having their

mutterings about the inability of the
workers to center their minds on a
common purpose because they tolerat-
ied within their ranks these elements
who placed their own personal ap-
petites and ideas above the common
good. “Try to hold a meeting for the
purpose of fighting the boss with one
third of the membership soused and
the other third filled with  poetie
dream stuff and capitalist lies, you
have just one third who are ready and
willing to fight the master, loaded
down with twd thirds of their own

‘numbers in the shape of physical and
and mental nincompocops.”

Jack, who had been listening to

both of them now asked Rudolph what

he had to answer the big man.
“You understand that drunkness is
a result of a peculiar body chemistry

which people inherit from their an-
cestors, therefore the owners of such.

bodies are constantly in danger of
brain befuddled thru
yielding to their inborn craving, I

observed, “what Huxley said of Glad-know that a drunken man is danger-

stone, that you retreat under a cloud
of words. From what you say I cannot
make out whether Mr. Wilde's weak-
ness was worms or wiggles.”

Colling explained. to Jack in the
commonest of common language just
in what Wilde’s weakness consisted.
After which the boy wanted to know
more about the man and his books.

Rudolph explained to him that the
man was dead. That he died as a re-
sult of a prison ‘sentence imposed
upon him for his weakness but that
his books could bée found in every
library public and private throuout
Ithe English speaking world; that
!they had been translated into nearly
jall civilized languages; that they
were read and admired by cultured
and rafined minds everywhere. To
iwhich Jack replied that in that case it
(would be well to consider the books
tapart from the man. To think of him
only a great author, the products
of whose brain had enriched the world

all did not enter into his books. «

jous. But the bread and butter question

is not an individual proposition; it is
wholly collective in its nature. Drunk
and sober must solve it together. I
have told Collins many a time that
if you don’t take drunkards into or:
ganization they will scab on us and
help break your power. Then where
are you going to get men enough to
build an organization who don’t drink.
We must deal with people as they are
and not as we want them to be.

Jack, still wrapped in his blanket
laughed good naturedly, “Oh, oh! you
poor fish! You get on the track of
truth and when you get. in sight of it,
you shy like a broncho colt. Neither
of you have the necessary guts to be
real scientists; both of you are seek-
ing the light blindfolded; for fear that
if you should find it, it would reveal
to you your naked impotence. TFor
two weeks I have listened to yous
arguments and tried to test them in
the light of reasonm, and -<vhen all is

(Continued on page 4,)
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The right oi’ a man to protect his life is rooted in the first instinct—
the desire to live. We do not think anyone, except some extreme Tolstoyans,

question this right.

The right of 2 man to protect himself from injury is rooted in the

second instinct—the desire for comfort. We do not think anyone but the ex-|

treme pacifist question this right

The only question‘that arises in the manifestation of these instincts is:
How far may 4 man go in the defense of his life or the safety of his person?
We will all agree that a burglar that enters a house by stealth takes his
life in his own hands and if, being discovered, he kills the householder, HE

IS GUILTY OF MURDER, though he may have been defending himself from

_the assaults of the enraged citizen. The burglar was an invader and acting in
the first place with an unlawful purpose and the counter attack of the house-
holder was a justified assault, since it was in the defense of his residence.

- But if the householdet had slain the burglar he could at most be
guilty only of a manslaughter and it would have to be shown even then that
the citizen knew that he ¢ould have captured the 'thi‘ef with the use of ordinary

force and strategy.

Where a man has been threatened, either with ot ‘without cause, if he
retire into his house or other place where he may lawfully be, it is evidence
that he had no desire for a hrawl and that he sought peace by avoiding the
opportunity for a quarrel. If, after threats have been made against a man,
the place into which he had retired for the purpose of avoiding a brawl shall
be attacked, then he may defend himself. The major question will be, was
theke an attack with force? And not, was the life of the man in danger, or

was his bodily safety threatened?

It is a fact that ne man may gauge the temper of a mob and a man attack-
ed by a boisterous crowd in a place where he may lawfully be cannot be ex-
pected to enquire if their intentions be mild or violént—if he has been pre-
viously tlirve‘atened he ma‘y‘reaso‘nably expect ’that' the intention of the mob
is of the most violent character and he is justified in takmg measures for

his own protectlon

It is bes1de the questlon to say that the person assaulted could have

avdxded the assault in hlS lawful refuge by abandonmg the place and seeking
. safety in. flight. The quest:on 1s, was ¥ ‘
2 place and. was it made insuch FoRce:

there would be justified in behevmg

violengce at the hands ‘of the invaders?

that he was about to suffgr ‘extreme

The queshon then may arise, what is a’lawful refuge" If a man is
attacked in the street and he steps into a- store or other public plaée to avmd
his assailants and the assailants follow him into this place and makes a
further assault then the man so attacked may repel the assault and though it
may be apparent that his life is sought he is not under the necessity of
further flight, but may stand his ground and resist.

Any person, lawfully in any lawful place, may resist an unlawful at-
tack upon that place, though he may have but a transient interest in the
pace—he is not bound to seek safety in flight, he may resist the attack.

All sane men are held to full accountability for the consequences of

their acts. If crowd of men unlawfully attacked a lawful place they are held
to intend all that occurs as a result of that attack and are guilty accordingly.

If members of the American Legion or other persons made an un-
lawful attack on the hall of the Industrial “Werkers of the World at Cen-
tralia, Wash., they intended all that followed wupon the heels of that assault
and are therefore guilty of the deaths of all who perished in that assault,

If there were members of the Industrial Workers of the World, or even
strangers, lawfully in the said hall at the moment of the attack, they were
justified in defending themselves from said attack and could use such force
as was necessary to repel it, nor were they under the necessity of first
ascertaining the intentions of the assailants, and if they were persuaded that

* their lives were in danger they were justified in taking such méasures as they

believed would preserve their lives.

, We believe all the above statements of rights are correct and based

upon the statutes 'and decisions of all the courts. If we are wrong, we are

-anxious to be set right, for we understand that no man may plead ingnor-
ance of the law nor seek to take advantage of his own vrong...... "

—INDUSTRIAL WORKER.

OVER 3,000 AUSTRALIANS UNDER
WAR BAN

Now that the censorship regulations
have been lifted in Australia we are
permitted to learn that during the
war no less than 3,474 citizens of
Australia were prosecuted for various
political offenses under the War Pre-
cautions Act—the equivalent to “D.
0. R, A.” in the United Kingdom, and
the Espionage Act in the United
States. In 100 more cases fines and
punishments in prison were inflicted,
while in 185 other cases there were
imprisonments without the option of
a fine.

Most of the prosecutions arose out
of the opposition to the Government
during the time it was trying—unsuc-
cessfully—to fasten conscription on to
the country. On the other hand, many
of the most uncompromising oppon-
ents of the anti-labor 'government
were not penalized, owing to the fact
that the Government feared the strong
union support which stood behid: them.

In fact, it was openly admitted that
several very prominent labor journal-
ists -and speakers, would have been
brosecuted or interned only that the

WHY THE PEASANTS ARE
AGAINST DENIKIN.

The Dalnyevostochnoye Obozryenie
(The Far Eastern Review), of Vladi
vostock, in its issue of July 20, 1919.
quotes from the Svobodnaya Rech, a
Denikin organ, an admission that the
success of his troops has been serious-
ly impaired by the hostility of the
peasantry. The reasons for that hostil-
ity are stated by the Denikin organ as
follows:

“With the gradual advance of the
Don troeps some sort of ‘punitive’ de-
tachments would usually assume full
control in the rear, frequently over-
stepping the bounds of their authority,
broad as it was. The requisitions which
sometimes assumed the form of open
robbery, the flogging of the popula-
tion, and the ‘despotic and contempt-
uous treatment accored it-—such is the
comimon picture of the activities of
those detachments.”

Government feared the militant or-

ganizations to which they were at-

tached.

Icommittee of three to eonsider organ-

|ation to perpetuate its reign of oppres-
'sion, and tyrany over the workers of

yesisting these determiped attempts

EDITORIAL & PARTY NEWS PAGE.

of the

CONFERENCE OF THE COMMUN-}
IST LABOR PARTY OF OHIO,
HELD, 11[29[1919.

AT AKRON" OHIO.
Convened at 10:45 a m., by State
Secretary Allison, and temporary or-
ganization effected by the election of
Comrade Margaret Prevey as chair—|
man and Lawrence A. Zitt as secreta-
ry. A Credentails Committee of three
was chosen, composed of Comrades:
Young, Bronstrup and Hoge.
The committee reported following
representatitves as entitled to seats:
AKRON-—M. Prevey, John Hansen,
J. C. Chase, M. A, Rlley, John Coons

John Cooper.

TOLEDO—M. Toohey, H. H. Young.

BALLAIRE—J. J. Hoge.

CLEVELAND-—Anna Morgan, Law-
rence A, Zitt, Alex Bilan, Elizabeth

Bertram, W. F. Bronstrup, Tom

Clifford.

SENACA CO.—J. F. Lescher.
CINCINNATI—E. L. Tribbey,

Ruchtaeschel.

COLUMBIANA CO.—Chas.
LIMA—E. O. McPherron.
YOUNGSTOWN — Wallace Metecalf,
Joseph Koope, F. J. Hines, Louis
Ratnofsky, Morris Abrams.
It was decided by motion to elect a
Resolution Committee of five: Koope,
Chase, Bonsall, Bilan and Young —
chosen by acclamation.

A Constituticn Conimittee of three,
composed of Bronstrup, Toohey and
McPherron, was chosen,

The Resolution Committee was in-
structed by motion to bring in a re-
solution on the subject of Unity.
The Temporary organization was
made pernament. ,

A rules committee composed of
Comrades Hege and Allison was in-
structed to submit draft of rules at
opening next session.

The aggenda submitted by the
State Executive Committee was ap-
proved and adopted, two minor chang-!
es first being effected.

It was decided to elect a separate-

Otto

Bonsall.

|

ization. Comrades Bertram, Tribbey
and Clifford were chosen.
Session adjourned until 2:00 p. m.

bkbemg due to the contmued session of |

the various committees.

A paper on the subject of the “Con-
temporary International Situation”
received' from Comrade John Brahtin
was read and applauded, and opened
up a lively general dlscussmn, Com-
rade Bilan contributing much informa-
tion on the relative interntional in-
fluences, and. giving an historical re-,
view of the growth of American capi-
talistic imperialism.

The Resolution Committee reported
three resolutions as follows:—

POLITICAL PRISONERS

Whereas: Hundreds of loyal and
faithful members of the working class
have been thrown into foul and Verm-
in ridden Jails and federal prisons
for voicing their conscientious and
fearless opinions of existing condi-
tions industrially and politicaly,
Whereas: By these outrages com-
mitted by subvenient tools of the
imperialist capitalistic masters, on the
spokesmen of  the working class, all
rights to free speech, free press and
free assembly have been abrogated.
Whereas: Not being satisfied with
imprisoning these hudreds of Men and
women in the attempt to throttle
every effort at peaceful organization
of the working-class for the emanci-
pation from capitalist oppressions, but
are now engaged i nthe attempt to
deport every radical or progrissive
thinker of foreign birth. )
Whereas: These acts show un-
mistakably, the class consciousness of
the capitalist class, and its determia-

the United States.

Therefore be it resolved: That the
Communist Labor Party Conference
of the State of Ohio calls upon the
workers to organize to the full extent
:of their strength for the puryose of

to fasten upon the American workers
the chains of an industrial and poli-
tical Oligarchy.

And be it further resolved: That
to support financially and wmorally
the Army of Liberators Organization
in its endeavor to aid and to free
those who have already been vietims]
of a ruthless master-class.

STATEMENT OF THE
COMMUNIST-LABOR PARTY
of Ohio on the
MEXICAN SITUATION.
WHEREAS:— Once more the ca-

{Knights of Liberty and others
are vested with the power of state and|

we call upon the workers of the state|

])lanning intervention in Mexico, in

NUTES

he name of “law and order”, but in

eality with the intention of subjﬁgat--

ng the Mexican workers to the most

ibrutal form of exploitation, i. e., ex-

ploitation under colonial administra-
tion, or under the hypocrisy of a dum-
my government by the capitalist in-
terests in this country, and
WHEREAS:—For the third time
within the last five years the capital-
ist press and all its means of publicity
and education are concentrating their

!efforts upon the propaganda of in-

tervention, and, as formerly, the oc-
casional murders of American citizens

*1in the remoter regions of Mexico are

being played up in the newspapers
with a wealth of exaggerated detail,
and all the explanation or denial of
thé Mexican Government are either
minimized or deliberately mininter-
preted; while at the same time, the
mistreatment and even murder of
countless American workers in this
country by the gunmen of the cap-
italist class is not even reported.
But with the intensification of the
class truggle during and succeeding
the war, the interventionists no longer
conceal their real motive. The present

|attempt to bully the American work-

ers into war against Mexico is based
chiefly on the fact that the Mexican
Government is attempting to control |
the disposition of the national re-
sourses of that country, and thru tax-

‘tation, is trying to retain in the Na-

tional Treasury some portion of the
national wealth of which that country
has been consistently looted by bor-
eign capitalists in the past, and
WHEREAS:—The Govenrment of
the United States, has, so far, support-
ed the demands of the American cap-
italists that Mexico change her con-
stitution and abrogate her laws con.
cerning her own internal administra-

“tion, and this for the sole purpose of

permitting foreigners to exploit the
Mexican working class, therefore be
it ‘
RESOLVED:-—That the COMMUN-
IST-LABOR PARTY of Ohio, in Con-

ference assembled, demands that the
United States!
withdraw its support from the Ame-!

Government of the

rican capitalist interésts in their at-
tempt to force an imperialist war
against Mexico, and

Failing this, The COMMUNIST—
LABOR PARTY of Ohlo d‘opeala to.

cans within their power.

We urge all workers to refuse to,
fight in the war which in reality is a

war against the Mexican workingclass.

And we reaffirm that the oaly strug-
gle which can justify the workers in
taking up arms is the great. struggle
;of the working class of the world to
free itself from the economic exploita-
tion and political oppression.

The COMMUNITST-LABOR PAR-
TY of Ohio extends its sympathy to
the Communist Party of Mexico in its
work of arousing the workers of Ame-
rica to the dangers of intervention,
and we promise the Communist Party
of Mexico our heartiest support in
preventing a conflict between the

workers of the United State and
Mexico. ;
To our comrades of all countries

affiliated with the Communist Inter-
national we appeal for the defense of
the Mexican workingclass by every
possible demonstration of solidarity.

The Committee report was received
and the committee continued. The
Conference adjurned unti} 7.00 p. m.

RESOLUTION ON MOB RULE:

WHEREAS: Workers Organiza-
tions both industrial and political
have been prevented from functioning
by lawless and law abrogating bands
of irresponsible persons masquerading
under the guise of Law and Order and

WHEREAS: The Unions and rad-
ical minority political parties are
prevented from meeting, by coersive
methods their meetings have been
broken up; the members and those in
attendance cruelly man-handled and
jailed on baseless and unfonded charg-
es,

And WHEREAS: All this is done
in contradiction to the capitalist class
made laws and are violated whenever
they deem it necessary.

And WHEREAS: Extra — Consti-
tutional bodies are endorsed by gov-
ernmental institutions such as the so-
called Loyal American Legion, —
who
municipal law and are exercising
those rights deliberately for their
own narrow, terroristic aims

'"THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Communist Labor Party
Conference of Ohio go on record as

to fight such methods of coersion and

of the workers.

Reconvened at 7.10 p. m.

ditalist class in the United States is

as follog/vs: R

unalterably opposed to and is readyi

terrorism with the organized power

and the
Committee on Organization reported |ing power and unlimited possibilities.
| 44wy His speech was eagerly listened to by

ORGANIZATION

The question or organization of our
party is at this time paramount to all
others, the systematic terrorism that
has been carried on for some months
and now generally prevails thruout
the state, has resulted in our local or-
ganizations - being discriminated
against in the use of halls and
all public places for purposes of pro-
paganda and organization.

New organization tactics are there-
fore neccesary where the" organiza-
tion as such is mnot permitted to
funection, individual effort must be
put forth, more personal methods
must be used for the upbuilding of
our organization.

The time has passed where the or-
ganization can delegate to a few of
its members the carrying on of .its
work, from: now on every member
:must consider himself or herself a
propagandist and organizer, by per-
sonal solicitation of individuals. By
the passing of literature from hand to
hand and constant personal effort by
our members must we now carry on
our work, members must be made to
realize the responsibility resting upon
them. They must be responsive to
all demands made upon them by the
organization.

i The S.E.C. and the State office have
(outlined a plan of organization work
that is now being put into operation
thru out the state. We beleive this
plan will meet the demands of the
time. While it is a radical departure
from methods used in the past we
urge comrades and local organizations
to lend their assistance to the field:
workers sent out by the state office.
We are convinced that this method of
organization will result in a great up-
building of our party and we urge
the fullest possible co-operation of
comrades and locals with the organiz-
ers sent out by the State office.

Action was deferred after hearing
the report of the State Secretary, and
later referred to the Resolution Com-
nittee,

Comrade Prevey addressed the Con-
ference on the subject of the History
of the Socialist Movement in the
United State, and brought out many
points of information new to ‘the
younger and new members. Adjourn-
ed at 11:00 P.M, to cenvene at 10 00
a. m. Sunday morning, ‘

mormng and comrade John C Chase
|was ' elected Chairman for the .day.
Reading of minutes of former session
was dispensed with.

The Resolution Committee repmted
two resolutions of Unity:

UNITY RESOLUTION.

We realize the essential necessity
‘or Unity between the two Commun-
st organizations to clear the way for
ur message to the working class and
he strengthening of our efforts for
mancipation, and recomend that
whenever the Communist Party mem-
bers evince to desire for Unity, we
urge upon our members that they
issue a call for a joint conference with
them for the purpose of discussion of
grounds of Unity.

AFFILIATION RESOLUTION

WHEREAS:—The Communist La-
bor Party from the day of its orga-
nization has stood for and demanded
Unity, and has used its utmost endea-
vours to accomplish Unity and

WHEREAS—A large proportion of
the rank and file of all Communist
elements are in faver Unity

WHEREAS:— The officials of the
Commurist Party stand in the way of
Unity and thus prevent the will of
the rank and file from being carried
out

THEREFORE Be in resolved:
That the C. L. P. conference of Qhio
calls when all Communist Locals and

comrades to accomplish Unity by
joining hands with the Communist
Labor Party, the officials of which

stand interested to obtain Unity in
order that cne strong communist or-
ganization may result in ‘the state of
Ohio.

‘ Both resolutions were adopted.

The Constitution Committee report-
ted favorably their draft of a Consti-
tution as follows. This report will be
submitted to Locals later.

This session adjourned at 12:10 p.
m. to reasemble at 1:30 p. m.

Convened at 1:40 p. m. and comrade
Allison, spoke on “The Party Situa-
3tion in Ohio”, outlining in detail much
necessary work to be done in the im-
mediate future. The State Secretary
was instructed by motion to notify all
Locals not yet affiliated with the C.
L. P. that after December 31st., that
they will be dropped from the roster
and new locals organized.

Tke Organization Committee re-
!port was read a second time and ade-
[pted as offered. (See report above).

Comrade Tom Lewis spoke upon
“Shop Committees”, their development
methods of functioning, their grow-
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Conference Report of
Delegate Bonsail.

Salem, Ohio, Dec. 1, 1919.

REPORT OF DELEGATE

elected by Colimbiana County Social-

ist Party to the State Conference..
pf the Communist Labor Party
of Ohio, held at Akron, Ohio

Nov. 29th and 30th, 1919.

The Convention consisted of a good-
ly number of delegates from various
parts of the state, chosen by those
Locals which had affiliated with the
Communist Labor Party, It was a
splendid and earnest working body
of men and women.

The resolution which was drawn up
at the meeting of the County Com-
mittee held in G. A. R. Hall, Salem,
Sunday, November 23rd., was present-
ed by me at the Convention and I re-
quested the delegates to express them.-
selves concerning it without offering
8 motion for its adoption. About one
hour was then consumed in consider-
ing it and nearly one half of the dele-
gates present expressed their views
upon the proposition embraced in said
resolution. I wished very much that
the comrades of Columbiana County
could have been present and heard the
objections against its adoption and
the reason for such objections. Com-
rade Tom Clifford of Cleveland and
many others who were well informed
concerning the attitude of the offi-
cials of the Communist Party in re-
fusing, repeatedly, the overtures of
the C. L. P., looking to unity, affirm-
ed in a calm though earnest and posi-
tive manner, the utter futility of ar-
riving at such unity except through
the methods that may be brought
about by the rank "and.file of the
Communist Party. Indeed, quite a
number of the Locals of the Com-
munistf Party have already broken
away from the arbitrary actions of
their officials and have alligned them-
selves with the C. L. P, -

So far as the old Socialist Party is
concerned, the unlawful action of the
the old committee and secretary here-
tofore made known to the comrades
generally throughout the - country
together with the -great falling ,off |

Jot the payment of dues ete., have so

complete]y crippled the.: .ald orgamz'
Teft*of it to

funiction with. For these

4

affiliate and

{:and other reasons too numerous to

mention here, ‘the said resolution pro-
viding for a referendum vote on the
matter, was not adopted.

Your delegate was agreeably sur-
prised to see the thorough, earnest
and charitable manner with which the
Convention .considered all the vital
questions that came before it. Com-
rade Margaret Prevey of Akron gave
a masterful, interesting and instruct-
ive address on the history and de-
velopment of the Soctalist Party in
all of its phases, during the
eighteen years.

past

Comrade Chase of Akron, who,
twenty years ago was-elected Mayor
of a city in Massachusetts on the So-
cialist ticket and who has been a
splendid and courageous worker and
speaker in the movement ever since,
gave & magnificent address on the
subject of “OUR POLITICAL PRIS-
ONERS”? It was brilliant, eloquent
and thrilling and was given on Sun-
day afternoon when the hall was fill-
ed with visitors. The mention of Com-
rade Debs and Comrade Kate Richards
O’Hare was responded to by storms
of applause.

Comrade Tom Lewis, the “little
giant,” entertained the large assemb-
lage by a report of his recent work
and travels over the state for the pur-
pose of instructing and organizing the
Workers of various shops and factor-
ies in which each trade or craft con-
sists of a unit and elects its own
steward or chairman., These several
stewards then meet whenever neces-
sary and jointly consider and discuss
the needs and desires of their respect-
ive trades. This system embraces all
of the helpers or laborers and also the
office force. This is along the line of
the present system of Russia where
each trade or craft elects its own
representative to the legislative body
tnown as the Soviet.

It is the settled purpose and detdr-
nination of the C. L. P. to push this
movement vigorously throughout the
industrial centers of the United
States, including the agricultural
workers, until the Congress of the
United States shall be composed ex-
clusively of men and women coming
directly from the wealth producers of
the nation, It is now plainly evident
that the workers of the nation must
use the two weapons of political and
industrial action combined, in order to
accomplish the ultimate aim and goal
of unseating the capitalist retainers
and hirelings who have brought de-
struction and mob-rule in this Re-
public; and to establish in its place
an Industrial Democracy which shall
embrace the interests, happiness and
protection of every man, woman and

in this nation the Co-operative Com-
monwealth-Uand- the—Brotherhood-of
Man,

me say that my judgement and con-
science impel me to recommend and
Turge every Local througout the state,

Labor Party before January 1st, 1920;
and to enlist in earnest and courage-
ous work to the end that the world-
wide revolution which the forces of
the present epoch in human history
have brought to our very doors, may
be guided along peaceful lines.
Fraternally submitted

CHARLES BONSALL

Delegate.

the delegates and a half filled with
vistors.

The Resolution Committee reported
resolution No. 7, reading as follows:

WHEREAS, a campaign of orga-
nization of the Metal & Machinery
Workers Industrial Union No. 300 of
the Industrial Workers of the World
has been planned throughout the
State of Ohio, and

WHEREAS, the Communist Labor
Party believes the above said orga-
nization is a revolutionary industrial
union, so be it

RESOLVED, that we the delegates
of the Communist Labor Party as-
sembled this 30th day of November
1919, do hereby pledge our coopera-
tion to this and to similar industrial
organizations which work of the
abolition of the wage system.

Resolution adopted as read.

All Committees were discharged and
the Conference adjourned sine die.

LAWRENCE A. ZITT
Conference Secretary.

CENSORSHIP STILL EXISTS.

Though it is officially stated that
the censorship has been abolished in
Australia, it has come to light that
since the official lifting a more vici-
ous scheme of censorship has been in-
troduced. Lists of well-known labor
advocates—writers and speakers—
have been compiled, and instructions
issued secretly that their correspond-
ence be held pending perusal by the
secret service agents. It is also stated
that the correspondence so - held is
secretly steamed open, perused, and
re-sealed in order that the censorship
might not be detected. *

When the matter was brought up in
the Australian Parliament it was offi-
cially denied, but against this, the

1

“Australian Worker” (Sydney) holds |

irrefutable written evidence that this
system of censorship does exist.

KOLCHAK’S CAPITAL FALLS 10
THE BOLSHEVISTS.

Bolshevik claims of the capture of
Imsk Nov. 15 were confirnied by of-
icial dispatches received today at the
lepartment. These said the soviet for-
es had advanced thivteen versts be-
rond the Kolchak capital and hud de-
stroyed bridges and railroad iracks.

LONDON.—The Bolsheviki claim
the capture of ten generals and more
than 100 other officers at Omsk, ac-
cording to an official statement issued
today by the soviet government at
Moscow.

Kolchak’s army is being pursued in
an easterly direction, the statement
adds.

Mr. Rockefeller, jr., is head of the
committee representing the pubiic to
see what can be done about bringing
the dead labor conference to life. His
job is to make capital and labor love
each other.

Meanwhile, “trench guns’” which are
shotguns sawed off for quick handling,
have appeared on the streets in Gary.
The trench guns are intended to make
labor RESPECT capital, whether it
LOVES capital or not.

0.
O

Now. that the “Casey” have armed
and equipped a hundred of their num-
ber and sent them to war against the
Russian workingelass government, no
one ought to be in doubt as to the at-
titude of the Catholic Church towards
the workingelass. But we have no
special emnity against the Catholics.
The protestan churches are every bit
as bad. All the difference is the pro-
testant churches are divided into so
many warring factions that they can
not develop the power of solidarity

the Catholic chureh does.

¢hild however humble and to establish .

“In concluding this bmef report, let

to allign itself with the Communist
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we were to let slip from our grasp the

_ward Carson, M. P, ..

time to

The employers will give
eat, time to sleep; they are in terror
of time to think.—G. K, Chesterton.

I am absolutely convinced you have
got to give the wage earners a share
in the management of the industry in
whick they are employed.--Lord Ro-
bert Cecil.

There is no reason why women
should not hold the offices of Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and Lord Chan-
vellor.—Lord Haldane.

The real poor now mostly wear
black coats —Dean Inge.

.The Englishman never sees himself
as Ajax, but always as Parsifal.—Ber-
nard Shaw.

Parliament is spending millions and
millions of pounds for the upkeep of
the army, navy and air force, "One
would almost think that we were just
starting on a war instead of having
just finished one.—General Talbot
Hobbs.

The military task of the league of
nations will be not merely to prevent
foi‘eign wars but to prevent civil wars.
—Professor Sarolea of Edinburgh
University.

Mr. Lloyd George spoke for three
and a half hours, his subject being the
importance of deeds mnot words.—
Anon.

Out of this great war comes one
thing A man may walk from end to
end of Africa on British soil.—The
Daily Express, London.

Feconomic rivalry between Britain
and the United States will within five
years lead to war, and Ireland will be
the cockpit of the future slaughter,—
John McLean, Scottish labor leader.

If in stretching out after a “pax
mundi,” which we might never attain,

“pax Britannica” we should be sacri-
ficing substance for the  shadow.—
Lord Milner. ' ,

T think Ireland is the -darkest spot
on the map, not only of the British |
emire, but of the world. H. H. As-
quith "

T believe that if ‘things go on‘as
they are going af present the House
of Commons- will ;be: ruined.Sir Ed-

—From The Wo;id *i‘dﬁlérrow;r;

School. |

(Continued from page 1.)

& ‘
comes by mass action it will come by

action of the mass, not by the term]
mass action in the mouths of a few:
phrase mongers.”

We have a lot of hell raisers in this
country. Don’t mistake them for
revolutionists who are seeking a so-
cial revolution. Some of the hell
raisers are to be found. in the loyalty
leagues and other allied bodies, This
type of hellraiser does his hell reising
in defiance of the law of the land, but
gets away with it because he has the
moral support of the courts and
judges and the negative support of an
indifferent publie opinion.

Other hell raisers are to be ,found. '

in the ranks of the returned soldiers.
They are not to be blamed for their
attitude of mind. Millions of dollars
were spent in the past two years by
the Democratic Administration to
place the kind of propaganda before
the people that would create the hell
raising state of mind_ The fact that
it was designed primarily against the
Germans as an aid to help win the
war dos not alter the other fact —
that that hell raising state of mind
was créated and is here, and will vent
itself upon anything and anybody
that offers ary opportunity “for a
little action and a chance to treat em
rough!”

None of these hell raisers are class
conscious, hence none of their hell
raising can be of any benefit to the
working class.

Any attempt to “pull off a revolu-
tion” at this time amongst the unor-
ganized and non class conscious wage-
earners is simply the folly of blind-
ness, or of madness.

America is headed hell bent for a
revolution. It will come far too soon
— long before we are organized and|
ready for it — come because it has
to come. The economic conditions are

jalso in the strength of trade unionism.

By G. D. H. COLE,

It is not easy to form a correct
estimate of the strength and orienta-
tion of the labor movement in Great
Britain. It all depends where and how
you look, There are reactionary
streaks in British labor hardly paral-
leled elsewhere unless in the United
States; but there is also a strong and
growing leftward movement which
may at any time sweep along with
it a big proportion of organied labor.
Viewed as a whole, the. British labor
movement seems about the most chac-
tically organied in the world; but in
this chaos there are great groups and
industries which are effectively united
in practically blackleg-proof combina-
tions, If the extreme left is only a
smal} minority, so is the extreme
right; and, while British labor is not
“class-conscious” in any full sense, it
is certainly still less conscious of any
unity with the capitalist system, such
as a few of its own leaders and most
of the press set out to preach.

American observers, perhaps owing
to a deep sonsciousness of their own
troubles, have been apt in reeent
years to appraise British labor at too
high a value. They have taken for ac-
complished facts what are only ten-
dencies struggling to overcome oppo-
sition and inertia, and some of their
estimates of leading personalities in
our movement seem to us in Great
Britain almost ludicrously exaggerat-
ed. In particular, they have almost fal-
len over one another in acclaiming ‘La-
bor and the New Social Order,” the
pamphlet which Mr. Sidney Webb
drafted as a statement of the policy
of the reorganied Labor party, where-
as the left wing here has, to say the
least, not got very excited over the
latest exposition of Fabianism in

politics.
Greatly as the Labor party has
strengthened 1its political position

since .its reorganization, the develop-
ments which really count for most
Lkave taken place in the industrial
sphere. The war. resulted in a huge in-
crease not only in the membership but

It also gave an impetus to new ideas
and better organization which is only
now, beginning to make  itself felt
Amalgamation: of rival and: overlap-

A Study of

the “industrial” structure are slow in
coming; but gradually the movement
in that direction is taking shape, and
important amalgamation“s, impossible
during the war, are éntering into the
sphere of practical industrial politics.

The mere amalgamation of trade
unions, however, though it helps to
provide a better instrument for carry-
ing on the struggle, is far less signifi-
cant than the growing change in
trade-union orientation, Before the
war, the idea of workers’ control in in-
dustry was struggling against huge
odds. It was advocated by a few uni-
ons, by the few scattered organiza-
tions of industrial unionists, and by
the then wholly unorganized but in-
fluential group of guild socialists.
Apart from these, it was opposed by
the - trade-union leaders and ignored
by the most of the rank and file. The
idea was still in the early stages of
propagandist activity, and had cer-
tainly not reached the stage of for-
mulation as a definite programme by
responsible labor bodies.

The war has changed all that.
Several of the largest and most im-
portant unions, inecluding the Miners’
Federation, the National TUnion of
Railwaymen and the other two railway
unions, the principal societies in the
post office, and others, have formulat-
ed definite proposals for the assump-
tion of control jointly with the state
as owner, while in other industries,
such as engineering, shipbuilding and
building, the control idea has made
enormous ‘headway, although no con-
crete proposals for a complete system
of control have yet been officially put
forward. The “rank and file” organi-
zations of the district councils among
the railway men, and of the shop
stewards’ and workers’ committees
among the engineers and kindred
workers, have been the fost active
unofficial agencies in pressing for-
ward the control idea.

The strategy of the class struggle
n Great Britain centres largely round
this question of industgial- control.
The capitalist system in industry is
mnanifestly breaking up, and it is be-
;oming more and more difficult for
he capitalist .employer to ensure
sither continuous operation -~ of his
works; or efficiency (ever the capital-
st standard) even when his works are

ping unions and an approximation . to

unning_ This is because he finds his

workers decreasingly willing to go on
working for profit, or to exert them-
selves in order to pile up profits un-
der anti-social conditions. Great Bri-
tain is therefore confronted with the
same problem which is troubling the
greater part of Hurope—the fact of
decreasing production as a factor
making for unrest, high prices, and
perhaps finally revolution,

There can be no doubt that this
danger 1is undfirstood in capitalist
circles, and that all manner of
schemes are being discussed where-
by the workers may be induced to co-
operate in increasing production and
the capitalist class may at the same
time retain all its control over indu-
stry and the social power dependent
upon industry. The Whitley scheme,
or rather the manner in which it was
taken up by the Government, was the
first definite attempt in this direc-
tion; although it has manifestly failed
to achieve any sustantial results, or
to enlist the support of the main body
of labor, it is still assiduously pushed
ip capitalist circles—for example, by
Mr. Lloyd George in his last speech
to the House of Commons ond the
Government’s industrial policy. . Simi-
lar “sprats to catch mackerel” are
being thrown out in other directions
by those whose object it is to maintain
at all costs the old industrial system.

Despite these attempts, and despite
all the talk about unity, there can be
no doubt that the two parties in in-
dustry are getting steadly further
apart, In almost; every industry there
is the possibility of an explosion, and
in many of them actual explosions ave
now prevented only by the unfavor-
able condition of the labor market.
This does not mean, of course, that the
British trade unions have one and all
determined to end  capitalism—still
less that they have formed a concert-
ed plan with this end of view. The
discontent is still primarily with par-
ticular abuses and only secondly with
capitalism itself; and a concerted plan
of action is almost entirely lacking.
There are prese’eht ‘only the- elements
which may lateér be worked up into a

industry, and sometimes each seperate
craft, goes its own way largely disre-
gardful of the rest. Except for the
Triple Alliance of Miners, Railway-
man, and Transport Workers ,there is
hardly any attempt at combined ac-
tion, The Parliamentary Committee of
the Trades Union Congress, the only
body which professes to represent the
industrial movement as a whole,
steadily eschews industyial disputes
and industrial action, and takes great
care to avoid responsibility and in-
deed decisive action of every sort. The
industrial movement is, indeed, too
largely leaderless and uncoordinated,
and the Trades Union Congress re-
mains a mere debating society, with
more than a suggestion of the bean-
feast about it. It neither acts nor or-
ganizes nor undertakes propaganda;
the only form of action at which it ex-
cels is obstruction.

Accordingly, there is always a
strong temptation for the “rank and
file” left-wing trade unionist in Great
Britain to kick over the traces, de-
nounce the existing unions and com-
binations as useless, and set out to
create new bodies or unofficial bodies
sid by side with the old. Nevertheless,
it is safe to say that attempts to
create new unions on a class basis are
entirely futile, and that unofficial or-
ganiations can succeed only as tem-
porary bodies influencing the existing
unions. The I. W. W. is and will re-
main negligible in Great Britain_ The
Socialist Labor party, which once
tried to promote the One Big Union
as a rival to existing wunions, has
abandcned the attempt, and now con-
tents itself with stimulating and per-
meating such movements as that of
the shop stewards. If the main body
{of British labor is chaotically organiz-
led and is lacking in constructive
ideas for a grand assault on capital-
ism, it is none the less stably organ-
ized and incapable of being broken or
superseded, It may possibly be led
gradually leftward, and made to de-
velop a greater class consciousness
and a more definite plan; but short
cuts which . aim at arriving at the

coherent attack upon capitalism; at ideal’ by substituting one organization

present they only make the capital-
istic system of production work more
and more inefficiently without provid-
ing a better system to take its place’

Moreover, génerally speaking, each

for .another are doomed to failure
from the outset.

Phis fact affects not only the in-
dustrial but also the political move-

ment. The Labor party is based upon

Jritish Labor Strategy

the trade unions, and separate politi-
cal and socialist organization plays in
it only a small part. The British Labor
party is often denounced as a hybrid,
neither fish, flesh, nor fowl; but,
whatever it is, it derives from its
trade-union basis a stability second
only to that of the trade unions them-
selves. The left wing may and does
grumble justly at the slackness. and
lack of ideas of the Labor party in
Parliament; but it is not likely to suc-
ceed in launching sucessfully a better
party. The relation of political and in-
dustrial labor in Great Britain is a
clear case of the dominance of econo-
mic over political organization under
capitalist conditions.

These facts also determine the in-
ternational attitude of British Labor.
As an effective force, the British La-
bor movement can make itself felt
internationally only trough the Labor
party and the Trades Union Congress.
Many will hold that this is tantamount
to not making itself effectively felt
at all; but it is at least clear that
there is no other way. Even though
the Second International is unsatis-
factory. British labor is not in the
least likely to join the Third. It will
only, as the leftward tendency in the
British movement grows stronger,
begin to push the Second International
itself to the left,

In fact, the orientation of British
labor as a whole depends finally upon
the attitude of the big unions which
form the basis of its organization.
The only way of moving British labor
to the left is ‘by-moving these orga-
nizations, and the only way of moving
them is by securing from within the
adoption of more radical programmes
of industrial control. The emergence
of the demand for control into a clear
practical issue for the miners and, to
a less extent, for the railway men has
done more to push them leftwards
than any issue not directly affecting
their own industry could have done.
British labor is learning the strategy
of the class-struggle as a whole only
by learning it first in its particular
relation to each industry. When this
lesson has gone home to the workers
in most of the vital industries, a co-
herent plan will begin to emerge, and
a real leftward movement will be pos-
sible for labor as a whole, o

—From The Nation..

I'd “rather live jin an all-catholic
community than an all:Methodist com|
munity, s the Catholics are the more
liberal of the two. e

o * # ¥ ‘
The criminal syndicalist laws are an
cknowledgement on the part of the

master class of .the power the work-
ing class potentially possess. The pity
f it is,the master-class discovered this
potential power before the workers
did. — But the workers are learning.

1
{
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The same government that allows
one man to do the work and another
man to reap the reward is now husy
rounding up the reds! Why? Be-
cause the reds were teaching the truth
about this work and réward,

“The dominant class has gréat hopes|

of controlling' the American Legion
and ‘having it do the dirty work for
them, but our guess is that they will
have another guess coming. Thou-
ands upon thousands of the A. L. are
lass-conscious and more are becom-
ing so every day. The American
Legion has already served the master

class with notice that they will not]
do police duty in the interests of the|

master class. Our guess is that the
A. Legion will be the backbone of the
ocial revolution in America,
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Thé Pagans had their Gods but it

took the Christians to place beneath
every grave the glare of hell.
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|\ GOMPERSAS HEIS. =

%apitalistS‘and managers of industry
“eally understand - conditions among

_”:he' workers of this country, or they

would scarcely continue to play with
dynamite as they are doing, They
ought to listen to- Samuel Gompers,
for they have no more genuine friend
and. servitor than he. “We demand”

H \he says, “a voice in the determination

of the conditions under which we will
_ We have never made
an assault — and it is furthest from
our ‘thoughts — upon the rights of
property or the right of mahagement;
—no revolution for Mr. Gompers, not
even an unkind lock at the present
God-given industrial order—but if the
employers break the steel strike, says
Mr. Gompers, and men go about
preaching “the tyranny. which they
experience and the injustices which

THE MAN AN

$1.35 A

THIS is the first authentic b
account of him in action since his

{requently since his rise to power.
of the American Red Cross Miss

shaping themselves toward that in-
evitable conclusion, but instead of en-
couraging the workers into actions
which at this time can mean néthing
short of cold blooded massacre we
should bend all our energies to organ-
jzation and education.

Let us have less rrrevolutionary
phrases and more action towards
building a strong and stable organiza-
tion.
and more of CLASS action,

\

Let us hear less of mass action
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By ALBERT RHYS WILLIAMS
and the impressions of
Col. Raymond Reobins
and Arthur Ransome

iography of Lenin, and the first
accession to power.

THE three authors tell their' story from first hand infor-
mation. They knew Lenin intimately and have talked with him

Col. Robins was the Commander
ion in Russia, and his relations

with Lenin were of an official character. ‘
HITHERTO Lenin has remained a mysterious personality.
Ifere for the first time we meet with the real Lenin.

A Live Book about a Live Man

DURSELF A PRESENT

subscription cards for

THE TOILER

sell the cards and get your money

back. — We will mail you a copy

of this book free.

have been meted out to them, then,

{ It is hard to believe that the great’

whatever betide; you “hav( sown the
sepd and will bear the~consequence.”
‘;é are not often able 'to agree with
Mr.' Gompers, but we do unreservedly
commend his warning to that large
body of American employérs who ap-
pear to believe that we are still living
n the middle ‘of the nineteenth cen-
tury . The words we have quoted
should carry the more weight in such
quarters because there is nowhere to
be found a more sincere and consist-
ent supporter of the old capitalistic
order than the president of the Ame-
rican Federation of Labor.
The Nation,

The Bléu;k Sheep.

. (Continued from page 2.)

said it appears to me that your ideas
would be screamingly funny if they
did not lead to such painful conclu-
sions.”

“What do you mean,” the other two
gasped almost in one breath.

“I mean what I say. We belong to
he working class. You say the work-
ng class must be organized. One of
you say soberly and the other says
generally. Now why don’t you ask can
they be organized. Collins says yes, at
least that part of them who do not
drink. For this Rudolph ealls him a
Christian. How are Rudolph and Col-
ins going to work together in the
same organization, when it takes a
steel cage to keep them from “beat-
ing each other up,” yet both of them
are sober men. Colins wants to eli-
minate the weak and let them die, Ru-
dolph wants to forgive the weak,
which means that he must carry them.
For it is logical that if a man is weak
he will kave to lean on you. Now if
you are fighting the boss who has
both of his fists ready with a drunk-
ard in one arm and a mental defective
in another, then who is going to get
rich.”

“That’s what I say,” roared Col-
lins.

Jack ignored him, “Both of you say.
that acquired characteristics are not
transmitted, yet you try to give to
the race a-mental tendancy which by
nature it does not posses except for
purposes of battle. There is no tend-
ancy toward productive solidarity in
the human race that I can see. They
do not organize for production. They?
bunch together for strife. The brain-

est and brightest of the race are
'continually crawling upward over the

duller and the weaker. That is the
law of life, and it appears to me that
your endeavor to set up a republic of
the weak will always be successfully
kwarted by the strong.”

(Continued next week.)

LIGHT AFTER DARKNESS

(Continued from page 1.)

ness center, about six blocks long and
three blocks wide. A parade in Cen-
tralia is a rare occurrence—a thing
in itself that adds point to the conten-
tion that this parade was not designed
by its promoters so much to celebrate
the armistice as to be used as a shield
in wrecking the I. W. W. hall and
mobbing Britt Smith, the secretary,
who, everyone in Centralia knew, was
the one they wanted to get. Further—
this parade marched fully two blocks
beyond the usual point of counter
marching of all previous parades—
the I. W_ 'W. hall was four blocks be-
yond the putside limits of the business
things.

Centralia, ‘Wash., has a small busi-
section of the town—and,why the bel.
ligerent attitude of many of the par-
aders; why -were vile epithets freely
shouted; why the cries, “Let's go get
the 1” “Let’s clean
’em out!” shrieked by individuals ap-
parently carrying out-a program, The
attack followed when the rear of the
parade pushed on to the vicinity of the
“hall. : )

Those in the kall must have ob-
served this offensive cc;nduct, but in,
the face of a designed assault it must
have appeared aqually as dangerous
to abandon the place as to remain,
within its shelter. They stayed..The
attack came. They ‘_defen‘iied them- -
selves. That they defended themselves
only and did not attack is selfevident.
(That they were the victims of a pre-
mediated assault is borne out by
events occuring prior to the parade on
| Armistice day.

The Commercial Club of Centralia,
the Elks and other organizations, had
held meetings at which the . W, W.
had been denounced and violent
language used, At one such meeting, .
reported in the Seattle Urion-Record,
a speaker, in condemning the Centra-
lia chief of police, is declared to have
said that he ‘(the speaker) would
clear the I. W. W. out of the town in
24 hours and another, one Scales, is
alleged to have made the frank state-
ment that no jury in the country
would - convict anybody:' for “cleaning
!out’»’ the I. W..W. hall.-

Thomas Lassiter, a sales agent for
the Unibn—Recvord, was seized on the
town, watned never to return again
and ‘threatened ‘with bodily harm if -
el e LThian o

}B;fﬁ: Smith, secretary of the' I W.
W, bi'anph of Centralia, repeatedly re-
ceived warnings that he would  be
mobbed unless he left the: town.

Many other events leading up to this
afair, will be presented in due time.
To one familiar with the situation and
|the circumstances leading up to this
tragic event, the guilty parties are as
apparent as is the difference between
iblack and white. The I. W. W2 charges
+that the secret forces back of the Ar-
mistice day demonstration are the in-
stigators and responsible agents. They
deliberately organized a mission of
violence 'against men, who, under the
circumstances, could do nothing but
defend themselves. ‘

We suggest a few questions for f;ir
minded people to ponder on. Why was
a town like Centralia selected for the
Armistice .day celebration instead of
much larger places nearby, as Seattle,
Tacoma or Aberdeen? = Why were
certain people (known I, W. W. hat-
ers) from other towns, invited to
Centralia and why did they arrive in
Centralia’ with sidearms? Why were -
detectives from the Seattle police
force and reporters for a Tacoma
nswspaper conveniently ,on. the scene
when this thing happened? Did a
Tacoma newspaper reporter go there
merely to write up a smalltown par-
ade, and did Seattle detectives go
there to hold back the crowds from
the line of march in a town of such
size ?

.Why was a censorship placed on
the telephone and telegraph that
night ? "

Where did the many guns and pis-
tols come from that everyone stamped
as ‘‘loyal’ had possession of imme-
diately ‘after the occurrence?

Why was the Seattle Union-Record |
suppressed ? Was it feared that it
might give the other side of the
story ?

Where did all the booze come from
with which certain elements seemed
to be well supplied ? h

These and many other questions are
vital to a true knowledge of the Cen-
tralia affair. . ,
Circumstances point unerringly to
the real instigators of this horrid ’
thing. Reason rejects the plain falsity
of the capitalist press in its story that
the I. W. W. planned this shooting.
We will get at the truth of this af-
fair, just as we did in §he Everett
masgsacre, We will fix the responsi-
bility where it belongs. The truth will
be vindicated and the guilty agents of
plutocracy will be pilloried in - the
judgement of an awakening working
class. ~—Industrial Worker,

etk o i b o i s



