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The U. C. P. and the C. P. United

An Account of the Joint Unity Convention

The long struggle, the inter-party fight between the
U. C. P. and the C. P., the conflict between two oppos-
ing points of view on tactics, forms of organization
and formulae of Communist principles converged and
clashed and were thrashed out at the joint unity con-
vention, Thirty U. C. P. delegates met an equal num-
ber of C. P. delegates. Although they had come to a
convention to merge into and form one united party,
the two delegations from the beginning held aloof from
each other. The party lines held; each delegation met
in separate caucus. There was no fraternization ex-
cept for the good-natured banterings between indivi-
duals of both factions, With all there was no bitter-
ness and little open hostility. Every delegate was im-
pressed with the seriousness of the task which lay be-
fore him. Each delegation realized from the outset
that somehow unity must be achieved and that at this
convention there must be formed a single Communist

party in America. The Third International had spoken

and its mandate could no longer be postponed.

The complete story of this Convention could only be

written by one who had participated in both caucuses,
for the real problems and the real debates on all im-
portant questions, were first thrashed out in the cau-
cus meetings. The speeches on the floor of the joint
sessions were but the expression of the majority opin-
ion of each caucus.
...The, first, joint session was held in the open air, the
delegates seated in a semi-circle, the U. C. P. délegates
on the "1"igﬁ'and the C. P. delegates on the left, in a
natural amphi-theatre with a boulder for the chair-
man’s desk. The session was opened with short intro-
ductory remarks by the representative of the Pan-
American Agency, introducing the impartial chairman
who had been decided upon in advance by the Unity
Committee.

The report of the credentials

committee showed

thirty delegates from each side, and six fraternal del-
egates, who were seated without contests. The diffi-
culties which this convention wags to face all through
its sessions were indicated at the outset by the attempt
to elect a rules committee of five members in accord-
ance with the agenda which had been previously ag-
reed upon by the Unity Committee. A proposition,
made by a delegate from the C. P. side, to elect this
committee by secret ballot resulted in a deadlock.. A
compromise was reached by an agreement to elect two
members of this committee from each side with the
chairman as the fifth member. The rule which pro-
vided for the deciding of all questions by secret ballot
upon the demand of a majority, the request for secret
ballot to be taken by ballot, as proposed by the C. P.
members of the committee and the chairman, resulted
in the next deadlock.

Agreement was reached by the U. C. P. proposal to
elect all standing committees by secret ballot. Three
were nominated from each side and on all committees
the six nominees received 30 votes each and were de-
clared elected. The standing committees were: Prog-
ram, Constitution, Press, Industrial, Education, Iegal
Organization, Resolution and Liguidation.

Then followed nearly two days of caucusing, during
which the committees prepared their reports. The U.
C. P. caucus was debating the report of its C. E. C.
preparatory to presenting it to the joint convention
session. _The question of mass action, participation
in parliarﬁeutary elections, factory committees, the re-
lation between the language federations and the party,
which were included in the “‘ultimatum” of the Pan-
American Agency of the C. I. which the C. E. C. of the
U. C. P, had adopted, were being thrashed out in the
U. C.P.caucus. The fact that this ‘“ultimatum” was
not accepted as such by the E. C. of the C. 1. made it
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necessary for the U. C. P. delegation to seriously de-
bate these questions at length.

The C. P. rejected the interpretation placed upon
these questions by the Agency.

Each district convention of the C. P. had thrashed
out questions of program and the delegates of the C. P.
were in fundamental agreement,

The C. P. program was accepted as a basis for the
program committee’s report almost without change.

The next session of the Joint Unity Convention was
held out-doors and opened with the reading of the re-
ports of the U. C. P. and C. P. C. E. C’s. Comrade
Elk reported for the U. C. P. and Comrade Dobin for
the C. P. The two reports showed better than volumes
of argument the important differences between the
two parties.

The U. C. P. report recounts the facts of the unity
of the C. L. P. with the “Minority” faction of the C. P.
in May, 1920, claiming that according to the reports
‘of the delegates there that there were 11,000 members
in the U, C. P., that the great majority of these left
the party after this “unity” convention because they
did not agree with the U. C. P. Program and Constitu-
tion adopted there. Then follows a tabulation of TU.
C. P. membership at the time of their convention, held
last December, 1920.

It reports a membership of 5,700, organized in 667
underground groups—three being from Canada. TFor
May 15, 1921, the reported membership of the U. C.
P, is 5,927, divided among 771 groups. The member-
ship dues figures given in the report covers the period
from Jan. 1st, to April 1st, 1921 (three months) and
are as follows: Due Stamps, $8,023.65. Initiation
Stamps, $1,005. showing an average of 8,666 U. C. P,
members paying dues during the months of January.
February and March.

The U. C. P. report on Organization shows 14 Dis-
tricts with 12 paid District Organizers and three paid
Sub-district -Organizers.

The U. C. P. reported to have 85 publications under
their control with a total monthly circulation of 1,642,-
0000, and to have distributed since January 1st, 1921,
two million leaflets, and 105,000 pamphlets in seven
languages besides English.

The U. C. P. report covers 32 closely typewritten
pages containing a mass of detail covering every phase
of U. C. P. activities in the minutest possible manner
but not discussing the attitude of its C. E. C. towards
the questions which have divided the two parties for
the past two years.

The report of the C. E. C. of the C. P. opens with an
itemized cash statement, signed by the auditing com-
mittee, a complete statement of assets and liabilities of
the C. P., a condensed cash statement for July 1, 1920
to May 13, 1921, covering all Language Federations
and subsidiary units. In the report on organization
all membership figures are based upon dues received
and show an everage for January, February, March
and Apri] i 6,328 dues paying membexrs of the C. P.
The dues payments for February, March and April
were $9,718.40 a .60, and the Initiation Fees (a $1.00)
$702.

A complete report of Convention Assessment figures
was made by districts showing $2,909. paid, 304 ex-
emptions and 56 to be collected shows that the C. P.
membership participating in the elections to be 6,178,
exclusive of 333 memberg in Canada (now organized
in the C. P. of C.) and 81 on the Pacific Coast. From

January 1st, 1,800 C. P. members left for Russia and
870 new members joined the party.

The C. P, was divided into six districts with six paid
District Organizers and four paid Sub-district Organ-
izers.

The C. P. report on “Propaganda and Agitation”
showed 19 papers under the control of its C. E. C. pub-
lished in 7 languages besides English and having a
monthly circulation of 999,000 copies per month.,

Since the last C. P. convention (Ieb. 1921) the C. P.
distributed 2,183,000 leaflets in English; and publish-
ed 11 books in 104,000 copies; and 9 pamphlets in 61,-
000 copies.

The C. P. report after giving a detailed account of
the important decisions of their C. E. C. proceeds to
the discussion of questions of principles and policy,
mass action and armed insurrection; C. P. Nuclei, Shop
Delegate System, and Factory Committees; Relations
with the Pan-American Council of the R. L. U. 1.; The
question of participation in the Elections; the question
of Language Federations and the Unity question were
reported at length stating the C. P. position on all
these questions together with definite recommenda-
tions to the Unity Convention.

“PDuring the entire afternoon and extra night session
these two reports were discussed and debated; the
issues raised by the reports forming the basis of the
arguments. It was during the debate upon the two
C. E. C. reports that the delegates from both the U.
C. P. and the C. P, discovered that the long controver-
sles and disagreements between both parties on the
questions of program and principles had had the re-
sult of clarifying these issues. With few exceptions
the delegates of both sides found themselves in agree-
ment on all fundamental questions, especially the inter-
pretation of mass action and armed insurrection and
the role of the party in the proletarian revolution.
This debate paved the way for the consideration of the
Program Committee’s Report and showed clearly that
the teal problem for affecting the unity of both par-
ties would be tested in the consideration of the Consti-
tution Committee’s report.

The Program of the unified party which appears on
another page in this issue, is almost wholly the old
program of the C. P. which was used as the basis for
drawing up the new program. The important addi-
tions were made in the section dealing with “Labor
Unions and Labor Organizations” especially in those
parts which treat of the “left wing” movement within
the old unions, and the attitude toward the I. W. W.
These sections, together with the adoption of the re-
port of the Industrial Committee’s Report, having been
adopted with little opposition and without a dissenting
vote, show that the delegates were determined to make
the united party a party of action, with a program
adaptedto the immediate struggle of the workers.
Both parties had in the course of the past 12 months
grown up and with the exception of a few delegates
were almost entirely recovered from the infantile
sickness of “leftism”.

The section of the program dealing with parliament-
arism, definitely pledges the party to participate in the
municipal, state and national elections and is more than
a mere formal declaration, since it makes it obligatory
upon the CEC to organize the necessary machinery
for such participation. Thus whatever there may be of
anti-parliamentarism and syndicalist tendencies within
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the united party finds no expression in its official dec-
larations.

The Negro Question, which some delegates wanted
to have included in the program, is to be treatedin the
Party’s Manifesto, which for lack of time for prepa-
ration was referred to the CEC to issue.

The unanimous adoption of the program as printed
in this issue of the COMMUNIST proves beyond doubt
that so far as our declaration of principles is concern-
ed thetwo factions are now in fundamental agreement
upon all the important questions of principle which
formerly divided them. The questions of tacties will
from now on be the major questions to be decided.

After two more days of caucus meetings, the con-
vention met to hear the report of the Committee on
Constitution. The clauses upon which the committee
had split three to three deadlocked the convention by
a vote of thirty UCP delegates to thirty CP delegates.
The clauses agreed upon by the committee were adopt-
ed with little debate. At eleven o’clock at night the
Committee on Constitution had finished its report. No
constitution had been adopted. The convention was
hopelessly deadiocked. Neither side left their seats.
No motions were made; no one took the floor. The
chairman announced that he would entertain a motion
to adjourn. This was answered by the humming of
the ‘‘Internationale”. The chairman waited and then
declared the session adjourned, and left the chair. But
both delegations remained In session. The situation
was tense. After a while the chairman announced the
re-opening of the session and introduced the represent-
ative of the Pan-American Agency, who proposed the
settlement of the deadlock on the constitution by the
negotiation between the seperate caucuses. A delegate
Trom the UCP side moved that a recess be taken which
was unanimously voted. Both caucuses then met and
negotations were carried on between them during the
night. It was finally agreed to elect a committee of
ten, five from each caucus, who were to bring in re-
commendations on each clause of the constitution upon
which the convention could not agree. This committee
met during the following day. Each caucus confirmed
the compromises reached upon each clause and the con-
vention in joint session rapidly adopted them with very
little discussion. The principle points at issue and the
decisions regarding them have been already deseribed
in detail in No. 1. of the “OFFICIAL BULLETIN”.

With the adoption of the Constitution the party lines
melted away. Comrades who after having been sepa-
rated for years embraced each other; hands clasped
hands; the delegates sang the “Internationale” with
as much energy as could be mustered after the trying
48-hour continous sessions. Unity had almost been
achieved.

Almost—Dbecause, while the convention had decided
upon a CEC to be composed of nine members, another
deadlock occurred over the election of the ninth CEC
member. Two names was proposed as the “impartial”
ninth man. These were voted for by secret ballot, with
the result that both received thirty votes., Neither
side was quite prepared to trust to the complete im-
partiality of the other. After further caucus meetings
it was agreed to reconsider the clause in the Constitu-
tion providing for nine members on the CEC. A CEC
of ten members was accepted. Both “impartial” can-

didates were then unanimously elected. Itwas agreed
to elect the delegates to the Third Congress of the
Comintern at the convention, and the Joint Unity of
the UCP and CP wound up its work and adjourned.

The delegates, exhausted from the strenuous activ-
ity of two weeks, but happy at having successfully ac-
complished their difficult task, formed little groups
regardless of former party lines, and left for their
homes.

- Of the many conventions held by the Communists in
this country, the Joint Unity Convention just ended
will prove to be the most momentous and the most far-

reaching in its effect upon the communist movement in
the U. 8.

With the unity of the former UCP and CP accom-
plished the Communist Party in America enters upon
a new period. Many eomrades may deplore the long
factional fight in this country, and the resultant splits
within the movement, as a dead loss and waste of
energy, but the clarification of Communist principles
and tactics which resulted from these splits are a dis-
tinct advantage which more than compensates for the
apparent loss of revolutionary energy.

The experience gained will be felt when the Com-
munist Party enters the period of revolutionary activ-
ity, such as now prevails in Germany. But these fac-
tional controversies, when carried beyond the point
necessary for the establishing of communist under-
standing, tend to become barren and may easily result
in sectarianism,

For after all, the test of our principles lies in action;
in the application of the tactics and principles of com-
munism to the needs of the exploited masses in the
class’struggle. From now on the Communist Party of
America must bend all its energies to bring its program
into life; to achieve and maintain that contact with the
masses without which there can be no powerful and
effective communist movement in this country.

The Joint Unity Convention has produced a program
of action sufficient for the requirements of the class
war in America. Every member of the Communist
Party (formed at this Unity Convention) has behind
him the necessary training to make of the C. P. the
revolutionary vanguard of the working class.

All the problems arising out of the unity of the two
former factions are by no means settled. There yet
remains to be consummated the physical union of the
separate units of both the former parties. To this task
every comrade must bend his or her energies. The bit-
terness engendered by two years of factional strife can-
not be expected to disappear over night, but these will
wear off as our comrades fight shoulder to shoulder
within the unions and elswhere in carrying out the
party’s program,

Let every comrade resolve to support the new CEC
in its difficult task of bringing into life the new pro-
gram and constitution of the C. P. of A.

LONG LIVE THECOMMUNIST PARTY OF AMER-
ICA.

LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST INTERNATION-
AL.
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Program of the Communist Party of America

Adopted by the Joint Unity Conventien of the Com-
munist Party and the United Communist Party
of America.

Capitalist society is distinguished trom all previ-
ous forms of society by the production of commodities
on the basis of capital. Through the private owner-
ship of the means of production, the bourgeoisie, a small
group in society, have reduced the great majority of
the people to the status of proletarians and semi-prole-
tarians. The working class is compelled to sell its labor
power to the owners of the machinery of production,
and have become wage slaves who, by their labor,
create profits for the ruling classes of society.

During the last century the development machine-
ry, means of communication and technique led to the
extension of the -capitalist system of production
throughout the world. As a result of the consequent
formation of large industrial enterprises, the small in-
dustrial enterprises the small independent manufac-
turers were expropriated. This whole class, the petit
bourgeoisie, is continually being reduced to impotency
in social, political and economic life.

The development of technique in production and dis-
tribution led to the division and sub-division of labor,
the use of woman and child labor, and the substitu-
tion of unskilled and semi-skilled workers for crafts-
men and artisans. The relative decrease in the de-
mand for human labor created a condition wherein the
supply of labor exceeds the demand. Tlhie dependence
of labor upon capital increased. The degree of exploit-
ation is intensified.

This economic development within the nation, to-
gether with the continual sharpening of rivalry in the
world market, makes the sale of commodities, the pro-
duction of which is ever increasing, more and more
difficult. The inevitable result of this development of
productive power in capitalist society is over-produc-
tion. This over-production brings about industrial
crises which are followed by more or lesslasting periods
of stagnation. These crises ruin the small manufac-
turers still more, creates 4 further dependence of wage
labor upon capital, and accelerates deterioration of the
conditions of the working class.

Manufacturers are compelled to perfect their ma-
chinery. This perfection of machinery is complement-
ed by a constant displacement of laborers, constituting
the industrial reserve army. The inevitable extension
of production brings with it a tremendous development
of the productive forces, causes excess of supply over
demand, over-production, a glutting of the market,
and recurring crises—resulting in a vicious circle. On
the one hand, there is an excess of the means of pro-
duction and products; on the other, laborers without
employment and without means of existence. The
two levers of production—machinery and 1abor power
—are unable to function because capitalism pre-
vents productive forces from working and the prod-
ucts from circulating unless they are first turned into
capital. The over-supply of machinery and labor
power hinders this process. The mode of production
rebels against the form of exchange. And the bour-
geoisie stands convicted of incapacity to further man-
age their own social productive forces.

These contradictions, which are inherent in bour-
geois society, increase the discontent of the exploited
masses. The number of the proletariat is continually
augmented. Their solidarity is strengthened, and the
struggle with their exploiter becomes ever more acute.
This and the improvement of technique, concentrating
the means of production and socializing the process of
of labor, prepared the ground for the social revolution
—the replacement of the capitalist system by a Com-
munist society. This is the final aim of the Commun-
ist Party of America.

Through the systematic organization of production,
distribution and exchange, capitalism tends to overcome
anarchy in social production. Mighty corporations
(syndicates, trusts, cartels), rise in place of ’_che nu-
merous small competitors.  Finance capital is com-
bined with industrial capital. The finance oligarchy, be-
cause of superior organization, becomes the dominant
power in the whole economic system. Monqpol_y sup-
plants free competition. The individual capitalist be-
comes the corporation capitalist. Organized capital
tends to remove the anarchy of competition within
each nation.

With the development of imperialism in each na-
tion the contradictions, the international competitive
conflicts, the.anarchy of world production and exchange
became more acute. Competition between the highly
organized imperialist states and groups of states led
directly to the world war. Greed for profits compels

the capitalist-imperialist national groups to fight

among themselves for new markets, new fields for the
investment of capital, new sources of raw materials
and for the cheap labor power of colonial peoples.

These imperialist states were dividing among them-
selves the territory of the entire world. Millions of
proletarians and peasants of Africa, Australia, Asia
and the America were being reduced to a most de-
grading wage slavery. In the struggle for these
spoils, the imperialist states met each other in a mor-
tal combat—the Imperialist World War.,

The World War marks an epoch—the epoch of the
collapse of capitalism and the beginning of the prole-
tarian revolution. With the disintegration of imperial-
ism come uprisings among the exploited masses in the
colonies and in the small dependent nations. The im-
perialist armies disintegrate. The ruling classes are
unmasked and their incapacity to further direct the
destiny of the world’s working masses is exposed.
Armed insurrection of the proletariat, resulting in vie-
torious revolution, as in Russia; and a series of open
armed conflicts with the state power of the bourgeoi-
sie, as in Germany. This is typical of the conditions
throughout the world.

There is only one power that can save humanity—
the power of the proletariat. The old capitalist order
is in decay. It can prevail no longer. The final out-
come of the capitalist system of production is chaos.
Only the great producing class, the working ciass, can
bring order out of this chaos. The working class must
destroy the capitalist state, root and branch. The
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working class must establish a dietatorship of the pro-
letariat, based upon Soviet power, in order to crush
both the resistance of capitalist counter-revolution at
home and imperialist onslaught from without .

Imperialism arms itself for the final conflict against
the world revolution. Under the guise of a league of
nationg, or other similar alliances, it is making a last
desperate effort to bolster up the capitalist system.
Through such alliances it aims to direct all its power
against the ever-growing proletarian revolution. There
is but one answer to this huge conspiracy of collaps-
ing capitalism. The proletariat must conquer political
power and direct it against its class enemies and set in
motion all the forces of social revolution.

In order to achieve victory in the world revolution,
the working class must attain unity and coordinate all
its forces. This victory cannot be realized unless the
working class forever completely breaks with all forms
of bourgeois perversion of socialism which have domi-
nated the Social-Democratic and Socialist parties of
the world.

One form of this perversion is opportunism—social
chauvinism, socialist in name but chauvinist in fact.
These opportunists have betrayed the interests of the
working class under the false watchwords of the de-
fense of the fatherland. Witness the imperialist world
war. This opportunism takes root in the wanton rob.-
bing: of colonial and weak nations by imperialist capi-
talist states. The super-profits acquired through this
exploitation have enabled the bourgeois to bribe the
leaders of the working class. They have piaced the up-
per strata of the workers in a privileged position by
guaranteeing them, in time of peace, a tolerable exist-
ence and by taking their leaders into the service of
the bourgeoisie.

The opportunists and social-chauvinists are servants
of the bourgeoisie. They are enemies of the proleta-
riat. Especially is this true when, together with the
capitalists, they are suppressing the revolutionary
movement of their own and other countries.

As Socialist workers begin to awaken to the trea-
cherous character of the so-called Socialist parties,
and to desert them, the leaders of those parties make
desperate efforts to hold their following. These efforts
sometimes take the form of endorging the Communist
International ‘“with reservations.” Another device is
to endorse Soviets in Russia “‘but not here.” Another
is to pose as “defending the Russian Soviet Republic
from invasion by foreign imperialists.” All these are
evasions of revolutionary duty. The Communist Inter-
national is an organization for waging class warfare
for the liberation of the working class; there can be
no reservations in endorsement and affiliation with it.
Loyalty “with reservations” is treachery. Endorse
ment and defense of Soviets in Russia, with failure to
advocate the Soviet form of proletarian dictatorship
in the United States is hypocrisy.

Those who attempt by such means to hold revolution-
ary workers in a position midway between the old
bourgeois Socialist-reform position and the revolution-
ary Communist position, are known as “centrists.”
Without the courage and intelligence to lead the work-
ers to revolution, yet unwilling to admit their character
as friends of the bourgeois state, these centrist leaders
confuse and obstruct the development of the proleta-
rian revolution.

The Socialist Party of the United States is a mix-

ture of elements varying from extreme social-chauvin-
ism to eentrism. The revolutionary and semi-revoiu-
tionary membership brought into it or awakened with-
in it by the world war and the Russian revolution,
compelled the Socialist Party nominally to oppose the
entry of the United States into the war. The member-
ship which compelled the party to adopt the mildly
anti-war platform has since been ruthlessly expelled.
The leaders, in defiance of the mandate of the mem-
bership, during the war took official part in promoting
war loans and patriotic measures. Since the close of
the war the party spokesmen have completed the bank-
ruptey and disgrace of the Socialist Party by pledging
it to support the capitalist State (even against prole-
tarian revolution),

After attempting to keep their party from disinteg-
rating by a cowardly endorsement of the Communist
International “with reservations,” and after being re-
pulsed by the Communist International and rebuked
before the world for their cowardice, the Socialist
Party leaders are now engaged in slandering the Com-
munist International and tryving by deliberate false-
k}cood to keep their membership from understanding
it.

Driven by the opposition of the working class out
of the Second International, to which they, by the
logic of their program, still belong, the Socialist Party
leaders now try to form a “Fourth International” of
most of the opportunist parties and the centrist parties
of the world. The Communist Party will continuously
expose this “Fourth International” as having the same
basis politically as the Second International which is
now buried forever under the blood and crime of the
world war to which it gave its support. The Second
International is a reeking corpse, and the “Fourth In-
ternational” is its still-born child.

The Communist International alone conduets the
struggle of the proletariat for its emancipation. The
Communist Party of America is its American section.
Not alone in words but in deeds is the Communist In-
ternational gaining more and more the sympathy and
support of the proletariat of all countries. Its politi-
cal content and ideology restore Marxism and realize
the Marxian revolutionary teachings.

The social revolution will replace the private owner-
ship of the means of production and distribution by
collective ownership, systematize the organization of
production in order to secure the welfare of all mem-
bers of society, abolish class divisions, liberate oppress-
ed humanity, and put an end to all exploitation of one
part of society by another.

_ The establishment of a proletarian dictatorship is
indispensable to the attainment of the social revolution.
The proletariat must destroy the bourgeois state. Tt
must establish a proletarian state, and thereby crush
the resistance of the capitalists. In order to fulfill its
great historic mission, the proletariat must organize
itself into an independent political party—a Commun-
ist Party—which opposes all the bourgeois, and oppor-
tunist Socialist parties. Such a party is the Commun-
ist Party of America. It leads the workers in the
class struggle and reveals to the working masses the
irreconcilable conflict of interests between the exploit-
ers and the exploited. The Communist Party of Amer-
ica points out the historic significance and the essen-
tial conditions' of the approaching social revolution.
The Communist Party of America, the revolutionary
vanguard of the proletarian movement, calls upon.
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those of the toiling and exploited masses who accept
its principles and tactics to join the ranks.

The Communist Party of America, section of the
Communist International, defines the aims and pro-
cesses of the proletarian revolution as follows:

PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP AND
BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY

“Between capitalist and Communist society there
lies a period of revolutionary tranfromation from the
former to the latter. A state of political transition cor-
responds to this period, and the state during this peri-
od can be no other than the revolutionary dictatorship
of the proletariat.” (Marx.)

Through the private ownership of the means of pro-
duction, the bourgeoisie exploit and suppress the broad
masses in all capitalist countries. Bourgeois republics,
even the most democratic, through skillful use of such
watchwords as: ‘“public opinion,” equality before the
law,” and ‘‘national interest,” as opposed to class in-
terests only veil this suppression and exploitation.
Bourgeois democracy is in reality bourgeois dictator-
ship. The proletarian or Soviet democracy can be real-
ized only through a transformation of all organizations
of the broad laboring masses—proletarian and semi-
proletarian (that is, the vast majority of the popula-
tion) into a single and permanent basis of state appa-
ratus, local as well as national.

The proletarian revolution comes at a moment of
economic crisis precipitating a political crisis. The
politico-economic crisis causes a collapse in the capital-
ist order. The role of the “Social-Democratic” parties
is to attempt to solve the political crisis by a coalition
of an “all-Socialist” government within the bourgeois
State machinery thus, by the deception of the work-
ers, enabling the capitalist State to live through the
economic crisis. ,

The proletariat, once having learned the disastrous
consequences of ‘“Social-Democratic” bolstering up of
the bourgeois State, throws its support to the Com-
munists., Under pressure of the economic chaos, and
Ied by the Communist Party, the proletariat forms its
organs of working class power entirely separate and
distinet from the bourgeois State. These organs are
the Workers’ Soviets (councils) which arise™at the
moment of the revolutionary outbreak and attain a—
dominant position, during the course of the revolution.

By the use of force, the proletariat destroys the ma-
chinery of the bourgeois State and establishes the pro-
letarian dictatorship based on Soviet power.

The proletarian State, like every other state, is an
organ of suppression and coercion, but its machinery
is directed against the enemies of the working class.
It aims to break the desperate resistance of the ex-
ploiters who use all the power at their command to
drown the revolution in blood. The proletarian state
aims to make this resistance impossible. Under a pro-
letarian dictatorship, which is a provisional institution,
the working class establishes itself as the ruling class
in soeiety. After the resistance of the bourgeoisie is
broken, after it is expropriated and gradually absorbed
into the labor strata, then only do all classes vanish,
the proletarian dictatorship disappears and the State
dies out.

The bourgeois parliamentary state is the organ of
the bourgeoisie for the suppression and coercion of
the working masses. Parliamentary government is

nothing but an expression of bourgeois supremacy—
the form of authority of the capitalist class over the
working class. Bourgeois democracy is nothing but
a concealed dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Bourgeois
democracy, through its parliamentary system fraudu-
lently deprives the masses and their organizations of
any real participation in the administration of the
State.

Under a Workers” Government—the proletarian die-
tatorship in the form of Soviet power—the organiza-
tions of the masses dominate. Through these organ-
izations, the masses themselves administer. Bourgeois
democracy, manifesting itself through its parliament-
ary system, deprives the mase of participation in the
administration of the capitalist state by a division of
legislative and executive power, by unrecallable man-
.dates, and by numerous agencies of social, political
and economic suppression.

Under a proletarian government, the Soviets, act-
ing as real organs of state power, merging the legis-
lative and executive function, and by the right of re-
call, bring the masses into close contact with the ad-
ministrative machinery. This unity is further pro-
moted by the fact that under the Soviet government
the elections themselves are conducted, not in con-
formity with arbitrary, territorial demarcations, but
in accordance with industrial divisions. The proleta-
rian dictatorship, in the form of a Soviet government,
thus realizes true, proletarian democracy—a demoe-
racy of and for the working class and against the
bourgeoisie.

The proletarian revolution is a long process. It
begins with the destruction of the capitalist state and
the establishment of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat, and ends only with the complete transformation
of the capitalist system into the Communist society.

POLITICAL ACTION

. Every class struggle is a political struggle. The
ebject of the class struggle, which inevitably develops
into civil war, is the conquest of political power. A
political party that shall organize and direct this
struggle is indispensable for the aecquisition of this
power. When the workers are under the leadership
of a well organized and experienced political party that

‘as strictly defined objectives and a program of im-

mediate action, in foreign as well ag domestic policy,
then only will the acquisition of political power cease
to be a casual episode, and become the starting point
for the gradual realization of the Communist society.

The class struggle demands that the general guid-
ance of the various expressions of the proletarian move-
ment (such as labor unions, co-operative associations,
cultural-educational societies, election campaigns, etc.)
be centered in one organization. Only a political party
can be such a unifying and guiding center. The class
struggle of the proletariat demands a concentrated
propaganda to throw light upon various stages of the
conflict. It makes imperative a unified point of view
to direct, at each given moment, the attention of the
proletariat to definite tasks that are to be accomplisid
ed by the working class as a whole.

The Communist Party of America, section of the
Communist International, is that part of the working
class which is most advanced, intelligent, self-sacri-
ficing and class conscious. It is therefore the most
revolutionary part of the working class. The Com-
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munist Party has no other interests than those of the
working class a a whole. It differs from the general
mass of workers in that it takes a comprehensive view
of the entire historical development of the working
class. At every turn of the road, it endeavors to de-
fend the interests, not of separate groups or trades,
but of the entire working class, The Communist Party
is the organized political power by means of which
the more advanced part of the working class leads the
whole proletarian and semi-proletarian mass.

During the proletarian dictatorship, the Commun-
ist Party will continue to systematically direct the work
of the Soviets and revolutionized industrial unions.
The Communist Party, as the vankuard of the prole-
tarian movement, will direct the struggle of the entire
working class on the political and economic fields. It
will guide the proletariat in the field of education and
social life. The Communist Party must be the ani-
mating spirit in the Soviets, revolutionized industrial
unions, and in all proletarian organizations.

I. MASS ACTION.

In countries where the historical development fur-
nished the opportunity, bourgeois democracy served
the working class as a means of organizing itself
against capitalism. This process will go on in all
countries where the conditions for a proletarian revo-
lution are not yet ripe.
sight of the true character of bourgeois democracy.
The capitalist class screens its deeds of violence be-
hind the parliamentary system. Centuries of capital-
ist rule have placed at its disposal the equipment and
attainments of modern civilization. * To achieve its
end the capitalist class resorts to lies, demagogy, bribe-
ry, persecution, and murder,

The revolutionary epoch, upon which the world has
now entered, forces the proletariat to resort to mili-
tant methods—mass action, leading to direct collision
with the bourgeois state. Mass action culminates in
armed insurrection and civil war. The centralized
power of the capitalist class manifests itself through
control of the state machinery—the army, the navy,
police, courts, bureaucracy, etc. It is through such
means that the capitalists class imposes its will upon
the workers. Mass action is the proletarian revolt
against the oppression of the capitalist class. It de-
velops from spontaneous activities of the workers mass-
ed in large industries. Among its initial manifesta-
tions are mass strikes and mass demonstrations.

The Communist Party will educate and organize the
working masses for such direct political action, i. e.,
mass strikes and mass demonstrations, and will lead
them in these struggles. These struggles form the
major campaign of the Communist Party. It is through
such struggles that the working masses are prepared
for the final conflict for power. This can be nothing
else but a direct struggle between the armed forces
of the capitalist state on the one hand, and the armed
forces of the proletarian revolution on the other. In
these mass strikes and demonstrations large masses
of workers are united. New tactics and a new ideology
are developed. As these strikes grow in number and
intensity, they acquire political character through un-
avoidable collision and open combat with the capital-
ist state which openly employs all its machinery to
break their strikes and crush the workers’ organiza-

The workers must never lose

tions. This finally results in armed insurrection aim-
ed directly at the destruction of the capitalist state
and the establishment of the proletarian dictatorship.
This objective cannot be attained unless the entire
mass movement is under the control and guidance
of the Communist Party.

The Communist Party will keep in the foreground
the idea of the necessity of violent revolution for the
destruction of the capitalist state and the establish-
ment of the dictatorship of the proletariat based on
Soviet power, ‘

The Communist Party will systematically and per-
sistentnly propagate the idea of the inevitability of
and necessity for violent revolution, and will prepare
the workers for armed insurrection as the only means
of overthrowing the capitalist state.

II. PARLIAMENTARY ACTION.

The Communist Party of America recognizes that
the revolutionary proletariat must use all means of
propaganda and agitation to win over the exploited
masses. One of these means is parliamentary activity.
The work of Communist representatives in parliament
will consist chiefly in making revolutionary propaganda
from the parliamentary platform. They should un-
mask and denounce the enemies of the masses. Our
representatives in parliament shall further the ideo-
logical unification of the masses who, captivated by
democratic illusions, still put their trust in parlia-
ments. The Communist Party will utilize parliament
as a means of winning especially such backward ele-
ments of the working masses as tenant farmers, farm
workers and the semi-proletariat. All work within
the parliaments must be completely subordinated to
the task of the mass struggles outside of parliament.

Communist representatives shall make all their par-
liamentary activity dependent on the work of the Party
outside of parliament. They should regularly propose
demonstrative measures, not for the purpose of hav-
ing them passed by the bourgeois majority, but for
the purpose of propaganda, agitation and organization.
All this activity must be carried on under the direction
of the Party and its Central Executive Committee.

The bourgeois parliament, one of the most impor-
tant instruments of the bourgeois state machinery,
can no more be won by the proletariat than the bouy-
geois order in general. It is the task of the proleta-
riat to destroy the entire machinery of the bourgeois
state, not excluding its parliamentary institutions.

The parliamentary system of the American bour-
geois government is based on a rigid constitution. Tts
authority is divided among forty-eight states. Each
of these states has its own legislature, governor, courts,
ete. The American capitalist state, screened by bour-
geois democracy, is the machinery in the hands of the
capitalists for crushing ali working class aspirations.
Large masses of negroes, migratory and foreign-born
workers are disfranchised, The working class of
America now faces a practically naked dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie.

The American bourgeois state was quick to recog-
size the Communist parties in America ag its higtorie
and deadly enemy. It employed all its power in a vi-
cious onslaught against them. Being outlawed, the
Communist parties reorganized as underground, il-
legal parties. Thus, for the present, the Communist
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arty of America is prevented from participating in
ie elections under its own name.

While the Communist Party of America wages its
ajor campaigns and activities through the mass
ruggles of the working class outside of parliament,
will also organize the necessary legal machirery for
articipation in municipal, state, and national election
mpaigns. It shall, wherever possible, entet its can-
dates in opposition to all bourgeois and social-reform
irties.

ABOR UNIONS AND LABOR ORGANIZATIONg

The trade unions arose as organs of the working
1ss to check the growing exploitation. In their early
rm the trade unions were organizations of skilled
rkers in separate crafts. Modern industry has de-
loped the machine worker. The machine workers
'e massed together in the basic industries and consti-
te the militant factor in the class struggle. The
ncentration of industry and the development of the
ichine process renders useless the isolated craft
sike and makes necessary the organization of the
rkers on a wider scale. Industrial unions are a bet-
- form of organization for the workers in their strug-
» for higher wages and improved conditions, under
pitalism. Craft unions have not kept pace with the
velopment of capitalist organization and still retain
a large degree the ideology of property, contract
d obsolate craft division.

[ndusirial unions alone are not sufficient for the
zcessful carrying out of the revolution, Syndicalism
ries the necessity for establishing the proletarian
ite during the transition period from capitalist so-
ty to Communist society. Revolutionary syndical-
1 and industrialism are a step forward only in com-
~ison with the old, counter-revolutionary ideology of
sialist Parties. But in comparison with the revolu-
nary Marxian doctrine, i. e., with Communism, Syn-
:alism and Industrialsm are a step backward.

Che Sccialist movement in America originally fol-
red the policy of maintaining contact with labor or-
1izations and of propagating their ideas within them.
patience with the slowness of the process of educat-
i and leading the workers by working within the
ctionary trade unions gave rise to the attempt dur-
* the period of 1895 to artificially stimulate the or-
nization of brand new “class-conscious” labor unions,
h as the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance. The
ortunist policy of the “yellow” reformist socialists
catering to and supporting the reactionary leaders
the trade unions increased this discouragement and
to the abandonment of the struggle within the old
ons by the more advanced worker and to the for-
tion in 1905 of the I. W. W. as an éntirely new
or union, outside of and in opposition to the exist-
*trade unions.

‘he policy of the L. W. W. and similar organizations
artificially creating new industrial unions has been
'wn by experience to be mistaken. Such efforts re-
; in isolating the most advanced workers from the
n body of organized Jabor and strengthen the con-
of the trade unions by reactionary leaders. The
nbers of the trade union as a rule have not desert-
the old unions for the new ones: The old unions
»me more reactionary when the revolutionary work-
leave them.  This situation represents a great

danger, for without the support of the labor unions,
the success of the proletarian revolution is impossible.
The experience of the Hungarian and German revolu-
tions fully establishes the fact that if the American
labor unions remain under the control of such leaders
as those who grossly betrayed the workers during the
World War, and who serve the bourgeoisie against the
workers in every struggle, they will be manipulated
as deadly implements for the defeat of the proletarian
revolution.

The Communist Party condemns the policy of the
revolutionary elements leaving the existing unions.
These elements must remain with the large mass of
organized workers. The Communist must take an ac-
tive and leading part in the every-day struggles of
the unions. They must earry on a merciless and un-
compromising struggle against the social-patriotic and
reactionary leaders, criticize and expose them and drive
them out of power. The Communist Party will devel-
op from its ranks the most determined fighters in the
labor movement who, through courage, sacrifice, and
class-consciousness, will inspire the masses with aspirit
of determined truggle and win them over for the pro-
letarian revolution. Only in this way can the disin-
tegration of the unions be prevented, the reactionary
leaders ousted from control, the bureaucratic machin-
ery destroyed and replaced by the apparatus of shop

.delegates, and the trade unions broadened in scope and

gradually developed into industrial unions.

Bearing in mind the necessity of the closest contact
of the Communists with those workers who have not
yet reached a revolutionary understanding, and the
intensity of the- struggle which requires the closest
unity and solidarity of the workers on the economic
field, the Communists shall not foster artificial di-
vision in the labor movement, nor deliberately bring
it about. On the contrary, they must use all measures,
short of giving up the revolutionary task in the unions,
not hesitating to employ strategy, to avoid giving to
the reactionary leaders the pretext to expel them. The
Communists must not fear a split when the circum-
stances leave them no alternative except to abandon
the struggle to transform the unions into instruments
of revolutionary action. Such a split may be carried
out only when the Communists, by the incessant war-
tare against the reactionary leaders and their tactics,
and by their whole-hearted participation in the every-
day struggles of the unions, have gained the confidence
and the leadership of the workers, and are able to con-
vince them that the split is occurring, not because of
some remote revolutionary aim which they do not un-
derstand, but because it has been forced by the bu-
reacracy and because it is demanded by the concrete,
immediate interests of the working eclass in the de-
velopment of the economic struggle. Even in such
cases, the Communists must act with the greatest, and
carefully consider the possibility of such a split result-
ing in separating them from the working masses.

The Communist Party wiil lead and participate in
every effort on the part of the unorganized worker to
organize into unions—initiating the organization of
unions where these do not exist—and will lead them
in the class struggle towards the proletarian revolu-
tion.

The Communist Party will work within the indus-
trial unions of the I. W. W. where these are established
and function as mass organizations of the workers;
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and will support them especially during strikes and
mass movements. The Communist Party regards the
workers in the ranks of the I. W. W. as comrades in
the class war. At the same time, the Communist
Party rejects the absurd theory, entertained by the
I. W. W., that the revolution can be accomplished by
the direct seizure of industry without first overthrow-
ing the capitalist state. Only alter the conquest of
political power, after the establishment of the prole:
tarian dictatorship, can the revoluticnized industrizl
unions become the starting point for the Communist
reconstruction of society. The Communist Party will
put forth every effort to overcome the syndicalist pre-
judices of the members of the I. W. W., and to win
them over to the position of the Communist Interna-
tional.

II.

The effort to transform the antiquated craft union
into more effective offensive and defensive instruments
of the working class gives rise to the formation of
rank and file organizations of the more advanced work-
ers within the unions. The purpose of such organiza-
tion is to more effectively wage the struggle for con-
trol of the unions and to oust the traitcrous leaders.
These expressions within the unions are a necessary
feature of the struggle to revolutionize the labor move-
ment and must be crystalized by the Communist Party.
The Communist Party will take an active part in this
movement and co-ordinate it, fully utilizing for this
purpose its press, nuclei and all other means, and lead
it by degrees to the patform of Communism and thus
make of it an auxiliary instrument of the Communiist
Party.

\

I1I.

The experience of the European labor movement in-
dicates that out of the economie chaos developing in
America the laboring masses will endeavor to create
factory committees, such as the factory councils (Be-
triebs Rat) in Germany, which will undertake a strug-
gle for workers’ control over production. The aspira-
tion to create such organizations takes its origin from
the most varied causes, namely, struggle against the
counter-revolutionary bureaucracy, discouragement
after a strike or defeat of the unions, or the desire to
create an organization embracing all the workers, ete.,
but in the end, it results in the struggle for control
over industry, which is their special historic task.
These organizations should congist of the widest pos-
sible mases of workers and should not be formed ex-
clusively of those who already understand and are
fighting for the proletarian dictatorship. The Com-
munist Party will organize all workers on a basis of
the economic crisis, and lead them toward the strug-
gle for the dictatorship of the proletariat by develop-
(iing the concrete struggle for workers’ control over in-

ustry.

Thefactory committees cannot be substituted for
the trade unions. The trade unions are central fight-
ing organs although they do not embrace such large
masses of the workers as the factory committee, since
these become accessible to all the workers of a given
industry. The trade and industrial unions organize
the workers on a national scale for the struggle to in-

crease wages and shorten hours of labor. Factory
committees fight for workers’ control over produc-
tion, in the struggle to resist the economic crisis, and
embrace all the workers in a given industry. This di-
vision of tasks is the result of the historic development
of the social revolution.

Factory committecs are extra-union organizations
and must not be confused with shop committees and
the shop delegate system, which are part of the ma-
chinery of some labor unions. The shop committees
and the shop delegate system constitute a form of
union management whereby the power in the union
rests in the hands of delegates elected by and from
the workers in the shop. The Communist Party will
advocate and promote this form of union management.
At the same time it will expose the so-called “shop
committees” which are organized by employers as sub-
stitutes for labor unions.

The Communist Party will propagate the idea of
factory committees to the working class of America
as an immediate and essential part of its general propa-
ganda. It will lead the worker in their attempts to
form factory committees and will initiate their organ-
ization when the necessary conditions arise.

IV.

Two Internationals of Trade Unions are struggling
for supremacy. On the one hand, “The International
Federation of Trade Unions,” with headquarters at
Amsterdam, endeavors with a subtle program of “So-
cialistic” reform to lure the labor unions into collabor-
ation with the capitalist governments and leagues of
governments. It seeks to paralyze and demoralize the
working class of all countries simultaneously, in time
of revolutionary crisis, in the interests of the capital-
it class.

On the other hand is the Red Labor Union Interna-
tional, with headquarters at Moscow. This Interna-
tional of Trade and Industrial Unions unites the labor
unions of the world for the carrying on of the labor
struggle on the economic field in the interests of the
working class as a whole. It wars on the capitalist
class and all capitalist governments and in close and
indissoluble union with the Communist International,

The Communist Party will carry on an extensive
propaganda for the affiliation of all organized labor
in” America to the Red Labor Union International.
Where revolutionary minorities, or separate organiza-
tions within the American labor movement endorse the
revolutionary program of the Red Labor Union Inter-
national, the Communist Party will pursue the policy
of keeping the revolutionary minorities within their
national organizations for the purpose of combating
any efforts at affiliation with the yellow Amsterdam
International, and of bringing the entire labor move-
ment of America into the Red International. The
Communist Party will fully co-operate with the Red
Labor Union International and any committees or bu-
reaus it may establish to carry on its work in the Amer-
ican labor movement, in keeping with the decisions
of the Communist International,

The Communist Party will strive to inspire all the
organizations of labor with the spirit of determined
struggle, i. e., with the spirit of Communism. The
Communist Party will practically subordinate these
and thus create a mass organization, a basis for a
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powerful centralized organ of the proletarian struggle.
The Communist Party will lead them all to one aim,
the victory of the working class, through the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, to Communism.

Communist Party Nuclei.

The Communist Party of America will organize party
nuclei wherever there are proletarians or semi-proleta-
rians. These nuclei will be organized in trade and in-
dustrial unions, in factory committees, in working-
class educational or social organizations, in - govern-
ment institutions, in the army and navy, and in the
organizations of the agricultural laborers, tenant farm-
ers, small farmers, etc. These nuclei will enable the
party to effectively carry on its propaganda. These
nuclei will aid the party in leading the working masses
in the proletarian revolution. Communist Party nuclei
shall be subordinated one to another in a centralized
order and system. They shall be under the control,
supervision and discipline of the Communist Party of
America.

Agricultural Workers and Farmers.

Capitalism dominates agricultural production as
well as all other functions of the economic life of so-
ciety. The exploitation of the agricultural proletariat
links up the interests of this class inseparably with
the interests of the city proletariat. The forces which
drive the city worker into conflict with the capitalist
state are also at work in rural districts.

In the United States, the small farmers have time
and again attempted to resist oppression and exploita-
tion by the finance and industrial oligarchy. The
Greenback movement in the "70's, the Populist move-
ment in the ’90’s, and present Non-Partisan movement
are examples.

These small farmers are only nominally the owners
of parcels of land. They are mercilessly exploited by
banks, commission merchants, transportation compa-
nies, farming implement frusts, absentee landlords,
etc. The reform movements which have periodically
swept over the country failed to ameliorate the con-
ditions of the exploited rural masses. The position of
the latter, like that of the city proletariat, is becom-
ing steadily worse under the capitalist system.

The city proletariat must educate, win over, and lead
in the class struggle these laboring and exploited mass-
es of the country. In Ameriea, the latter are represent-
ed by the following groups:

1. The agricultural proletariat, that is, hired la-
borers, farm and harvest hands. They are wage work-
ers on the large ranches, plantations and farms. They
are largely migratory workers,

2. The semi-proletariat. These are the small farm-
ers and tenant farmers.” Through the land owned or
rented by them, they secure only part of the suste-
nance needed by them and their families. They are
compelled to work partly for wages in capitalist agri-
cultural or industrial establishments.

3. The small proprietors—small farmers. The land
owned by them is usually heavily mortgaged. They
satisfy the needs of their families and farming with-
out working for wages. These three groups constitute
the vast majority of the agrarian population of the
United States. Co-operation of the city proletariat

with the exploited agrarian masses is necessary to in-
sure the success of the proletarian revolution.

The large landed farmers are capitalists in agricul-
ture. They manage their own farms and employ fore-
men and laborers. This group constitutes a most nu-
merous element of the bourgeoisie, and is an open enemy
of the proletariat.

Only the city proletariat, under the leadership of the
Communist Party can emancipate the laboring masses
from exploitation and oppression by the capitalists and
landowners. Privation and imperialist wars ave in-
evitable as long as the capitalist system endure. The
salvation for the small farmer, tenant farmer, and
farm worker lies only in a union with the revolutionary
proletariat. They should whole-heartedly support the
revolutionary struggle of the proletariat in order to
throw off the yoke of the landowners and bourgeoisie.
The proletariat will become a truly revolutionary class
only when it acts ag the vanguard of all those who are
exploited and suppressed and leads the struggle against
the oppressors of the toiling masses.

The Communist Party of America will establish nuc-
lei in the organizations of the exploited rural masses
in order to win them away from the political and moral
influence of the bourgeoisie. The Communist Party
will carry the struggle into the agricultural districts
and gather the toiling masses around the standard of
Communism,

The Communist Party will initiate and support the
organization of farm laborers and tenant farmers and
will lead them to co-operation with the city proletariat
in their struggle against their exploiters, towards the
social revolution.

IMPERIALISM AND THE COLONIAL QUESTION |

Since the Imperialist World War, the United States
has become a creditor nation. It is now seeking new
fields for the investment of capital. It is looking for
néw sources of raw material for its factories. Thus,
America is brought into conflict with such Imperial-
ism as the Japanese or English. This leads to imperial-
ist wars in preparation for which the American bour-
geoisie maintains huge military and naval establish-
ments.

The recent imperialists war has exposed the fraudu-
lent character of bourgeois democracy, The war was
waged by both sides under such false slogans as “rights
of small nations” and “national self-determination.”
The Brest-Litovsk, the Bucharest and the Versailles
Peace have clearly shown how the bourgeoisie estab-
lished their “national” boundaries in conformity with
economic class interests. The so-called ‘‘league of
nations” is only an insurance company, in which the
victors are guaranteed their prey. The revolutionary
struggle and the overthrow of the bourgeoisie alone
can achieve national freedom and unity for the prole-
tariat. Thus, the revolutionary struggle in the ad-
vanced countries becomes ever more acute. The fer-
ment of the working masses of the colonies and subject
countries is increasing, and the middle class national-
istic illusion of the possibility of peaceful collaboration
and the equality of nations under capitalism is being
dispelled.

The present world political situation has placed the
question of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat in the
foreground. All the events of world politics are in-
evitably concentrating around one point—the struggle
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of the entire bourgeocis world against the Russian So-
viet Republic, the heart of the world Soviet movement.
The Russian Soviet Republic is drawing to itself more
and more closely not only the Soviet movement, car-
ried on by the vanguard of the proletariat of all coun-
tries, but also the national liberation movements of the
colonial and subject countries. These have already
been taught by bitter experience that salvation for
them lies only in a union with the revolutionary prole-
tariat and in the triumph of Soviet power over im-
perialism.

The United States was in its origin a colony of Eng-
land. It retained the characteristics of a colonial peo-
ple and was a hinterland for Europe until after the
American Civil War. The American capitalists had
their own world to conquer and exploit within the pres-
ent territorial confines of the United States, which con-
tains fabulous resources and natural wealth. Millions
of workingmen and their families, lured by the false
light of bourgeois democracy and the hope of economic
security, came to this country. These immigrant work-
ers were mercilessly exploited in the building up of
capitalism in America, which forcibly annexed huge
territories from its weaker neighbors through fraud
and conquest. After the Spanish-American war, the
United States definitely entered upon the conquest of
world markets. An aggressive policy of imperialism
was developed. Hawali, Cuba, Porto Rica, and the
Phillipines ‘were conquered and subjected. The Ca-
ribbean and Central American republics are practically
dependencies of the United States. Together with Mex-
ico, they have been brought under the control of Amer-
ican finance imperialism by the constant threat of mili-
tary intervention,

The Communist Party of America will support with
all its power every movement for the liberation of the
oppressed colonial peoples of the United States. The
Communist Party will fight against the economie and
military aggression of American capitalists upon the
populations of the weaker American republics. The
Communist Party of America will carry on a systema-
tic agitation in the American army and navy against
every kind of oppression of the colonial peoples by
American imperialism. It will strive to cultivate among
the American proletariat a fraternal feeling towards
the colonial working populations in all the nations ‘that
are under the iron heel of American capitalists. The
Communist Party will systematically agitate against
the oppression of the colonial peoples by American
imperialism, and support every uprising on the part
of these oppressed peoples. It will aid them in every
way possible to throw off the yoke of American impe-
rialism. The Communist Party will link up the strug-
gle of the exploited toiling masses in the subject coun-
tries with that of the proletariat in America against
their common enemy—the American capitalist and the
subject countries’ native bourgeoisie, who are only
tools of the American capitalist class.

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The Communist International, brought forth by the
proletarian revolution in action, is the central organ of
the revolutionary proletariat in its struggle for the
conquest of world power. The revolutionary movement
1s growing in every country. But this movement of the
proletarian revolution is menaced with suppression by

a coalition of capitalist states.  The social-patriotic
parties are uniting with each other to betray the revo-
lution through service to the imperialist League of Na-
tions. The co-ordination of proletarian action all over
the world is imperative. The Communist International
is an absolute necessity.

The Communist International subordinates the so-
called national interests to the interest of the interna~
tional proletarian revolution. The Communist Inter-
national merges and centralizes the reciprocal aid of
the proletariat of all countries. In order to accelerate
the final collapse of the imperialist system of the world,
the Communist International supports the exploited
colonial peoples in their struggles against imperialism.

The Communist International is the concentrated
will of the world revolutionary proletariat. Its mission
is to organize the working class of the world for the
overthrow of the capitalist system and the establish-
ment of Communism, The Communist International
is a fighting body and assumes the task of combining
the revolutionary forces of every country.

In order to overthrow the international bourgeoisie
and to create an International Soviet Republic as a
transition stage to the Communist Society, the Com-
munist International will use all means at its disposal,
including force of arms.

The Communist International breaks with the tra-
ditions of the Second International. The Communist
International fraternally invites to its ranks the men
and women of ali colors and races—the toilers of the
entire world. The Communist International declares
that a firm and centralized organization is indispensa-
ble to a speedy achievement of victory. The Commun-
ist International represents the single universal Com-
munist Party, of which the parties of the various coun-
tries are sections.

The Communist International calls the world proleta-
riat to the final struggle against capitalism, The revo-
lationary epoch may last for years. The Communist
International offers a program both immediate and
ultimate in scope. The old order is in decay. The
workers must prepare for the proletarian revolution
and the Communist reconstruction of society.

RESOLUTIONS.

Adopted by the Joint Unity Convention of the United
Communist Party and the Communist Party of Amer-
ica.)

1. Resolution on Unity.

In accordance with the mandate of the Executive
Committee of the Communist International, the dele-
gates of the Communist Party of America and the
United Communist Party of America have assembled
in joint unity convention. The convention having
adopted a program and constitution declares that the
two parties are now united. The delegates present
pledge themselves and the membership which they re-
present to abide by and carry out all decisions of the
convention.

2. Greetings to the Third World Congress of the
Communist International.

The delegates of the Communist Party of America
and the United Communist Party of America, in joint



12 THE COMMUNIST

Unity Convention, send fraternal greetings to the Third ism!

World Congress of the Communist International. In
the name of the revolutionary proletariat of America,
we affirm our determination to fight under the ban-
ner of the Communist International for the overthrow
of American imperialism and for the establishment
of the proletarian dictatorship. Hail to'the Interna-
tional Soviet Republic! Long live the Communist In-
ternational!

3. Greetings to the Soviet Republic.

The delegates of the Communist Party of America
and the United Communist Party of America, assem-
bled in joint Unity Convention, send fraternal greet-
ings to the revolutionary proletariat and peasantry of
Soviet Russia and to its vanguard, the Russian Com-

munist Party.

The unified party, the Communist Party of America,
declares that it will render all possible assistance to
the Russian Soviet Republic in its struggle against the
counter-revolutionary bands of the world imperialism.
The Communist Party of America declares that only
by the overthrow of world imperialism will the safety
and mastery of the Soviet Republic over its enemies be
definitely assured. The Communist Party of America
pledges itself to rally the revolutionary proletariat of
America for the annihilation of the most formidable
stronghold of world imperialism: the American capital-
ist state, and to struggle for the establishment of the
proletarian dictatorship. Down with world imperial-

Hail to the universal Soviet Republic! Long

live the international solidarity of the workers!

4, To the Third World Congress of the Communist
International.

The Unity Convention of the Communist of America
and the United Communist Party of America fully up-
holds and endorses the firm and uncompromising stand
stand of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International against the opportunistic and centrist ele-
ments in various countries—in Italy (Serrati), and. in
Germany (Levi). The convention instructs its dele-
gates to the third world congress to uphold and defend
the stand of the Executive Committee of the Commun-
ist International. It urges the Communist Interna-
tional to guard against the danger of admitting cen-
trist elements whose real place is in the 214 Interna-
tional.

5. Greetings to the Political Prisoners.

The Unity Convention of the Communist Party of
Ameriea and the United Communist Party of America
sends a message of encouragement and support to the
Févolutionists held behind prison bars by the ruthless
dictatorship, and pledges to them, in the name of the
oppressed masses, that the unified party, the Commun-
ist Party of America, will never rest until the vietims
of the capitalist oppression are liberated through the
untiring efforts of the revolutionary proletariat. Down
with the American Bastille! Hail to the revolutionary
proletariat! Long live Communism!

Communist Nuclei and the Shop Delegate System

ADAPTED BY C. E. C. FROM UNITY CONVENTION INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE’S REPORT

The Shop Delegate System.

Out of the struggle of the workers in the unions
against their reactionary labor union bureaucracy
there arises the necessity for a new form of labor
union administration—The Shop Delegate System.

The Shop elegate System cuts across craft lines
and makes the shop, which is the unit of production,
the unit of organization. Each shop, at its shop
meeting, elects a Shop Committee, and also one or
more delegates—in proportion to number of work-
ers in each shop—who, together with the delegates
from other shop in the same industry and district,
form a Central Shop Delegate Council. This Council
decides the problems of the union in their district
and elects the Executive Committee of the union.
It appoints and recalls all paid officials of the union
in their jurisdistion. Thus these officials are em-
plyees of the union and under the constant super-
vision and control of the rank and file of the union,
through their Shop Delegate Council and the
Executive Committee.

Any shop can recall its delegates on the Shop
Committee or the Shop Delegate Council at any
time through the shop meeting. This form of trade
union democracy, once established, cannot easily
be manipulated to defeat the will of the rank and
file membership. Under the Shop Delegate System
the most representative workers go from the lower
to the higher bodies, and because of the constant

control exercised by the workers in the shops over
their delegates, these are responsive to the will of
the rank and file members of the unions.

This form of rank and file control is adaptable
to all unions in all industries and will displace the
reactionary labor union bureaucracy and put the
most advanced and class-conscious elements among
the workers into control of the unions. The estab-
lishment of the Shop Deiegate system within the
existing unions will change the basis of their organi-
zation from the separate crafts and trade within
the shops to the shop as a unit of organization, and
the union will thus include every worker in the
shops throughout an industry.

The unions, organized on the basis of the Shop
Delegate System, will be able to more effectively
resist the exploitation and oppression of the capital-
ist class and the bourgeois state and will become
formidable offensive and defensive weapons of the
workers in the class war against the bourgeoisie.

Communist Party nuclei shall persistently and
systematicaly advocate and fight for the introduec-
tion of the Shop Delegate mainly upon the basis of
the immediate struggles of the workers, and shall
be presented as a means of bringing about rank and
file control in the unions. In carrying on the agita-
tion for the Shop Delegate System within the unions
the utmost care must be taken to make it plain o
the workers that it is not a plan to build new unions
but on the contrary, to change the basis of organiza-
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tion within the existing labor unions, These unions,
organized upon the basis of the Shop Delegate
System, will constitute a broader form of proletarian
and when brought under the control and guidance
of the Communist Party, will assure the success of
the proletarian revolution.

H

Communis¢ Party Nuclei.

i. Co-operation with other elements in the Unions.

The treachery and utter incompetency of the
trade union bureaucracy is becoming evident to
large masses of the workers. Their discontent and
protest finds expression in numerious unofficial
organizations which are springing up within the
existing unions.

The Communist Party, through its nuclei in the
unions, will lead and organize these insurgent ele-
ments, locally and upon a national scale, into an
unofficial rand and file ‘left wing’” movement
within the labor unions, and inspire them with the
militant spirit of communism.

It is the supreme task of the Communist Party to
direct the activities of the working class into revg-
lutionary channels; to organize it for and lead it
in the proletarian revolution. In order to ac-
complish this purpose the Communist Party will
guide and co-ordinate the “left wing” movement
of the more advanced workers within the existing
trade unions and thus bring them to a better under-
standing of the class struggle and of revolutionary
action. )

To carry out this task, Communist Party Nuclei
(especially in their campaigns against the trade
union bureaucracy) shall co-operate with all “left
wing”’ elements and organized groups within the
unions. The Communist Party nuclei,
shall maintain its units intact, and, under no ecir-
cumstances, fuse, or enter into permanent alliances
with any other elements or organized groups within
the unions. They shall organize the ‘“left wing”
groups, in every labor union, on the basis of the
struggle against the reactionary bureaucracy and
of the immediate struggles of the workers against
their exploiters.

Communist Party Nuclei shall not split away

from the left wing elements in their unions unless’

it becomes evident that it is impossible to co-operate
with them in carrying out the Communist work in
the particular union. Such action shall be taken
only upon the approval of the regular Party unit
having jurisdiction over the nucleus or nuclei in-
volved.

Communist Party nuclei shall always carry on
their agitation and propaganda in such a way as
to convince the workers of the feasability of their
proposals and of the Party’s trade union program.
In case C. P. nuclei are temporarily defeated, they
shall not disorganize or break up the “left wing”
groups, but shall continue their propaganda and
bring into these groups workers who are more
favorable to the nuclei’s proposals.

Communist Party nuclei, in their work within the
“left wing’ groups, shall continually strive to get
new members for the party. They shall distribute
legal Party literature in their shops and unions, and

however,"

find means to supply sympathizers with the illegal
Party papers and literature. By presenting reso-
lutions in the local unions and by all other means
the nuclei shall strive to get publicity for their
program in the labor union press.

In every union, the nuclei shall organize (or
secure control of machinery for carrying on edu-
cational work (lectures, study classes, etc.) among
the members of their union, which provides the-op-
portunity to educate the workers in the principles
of Communism. The nuclei must always bear in
mind the necessity for reaching the broad masses
of the workers and should use the more advanced
and sympathetic elements as a medium through
which to reach them.

On all important issues arising out of the struggle
against the union bureaucracy or the class war,
the nuclei, with the aid of sympathizers, should
organize caucuses of ‘‘left wing” elements and
meetings of the members of the union and of the
workers generally, and thus draw increasing numb-
ers of the exploited musses into the struggle. '

Members of the nuclei must kep their identity as
party members secret and guard against being ex-
pelled from the union. If the expulsion of a memb-
er of the nucleus is attempted by the trade union
bureaucracy, such proceedings should be bitterly
contested and used as an occassion for intensive
agitation against the reactionary officials.

On all important issues araising in the unions,
C. P. nuclei shall meet and prepare their leaflets,
motions, or resolutions before meeting in joint
caucus with the left wing groups or presenting them
in the union meeting.

i

2. C. P. Nuclei in Independent Labor Unions. -

The reactionary trade union bureaucracy, in
order to maintain itself in power, does not hesitate
to break up the unity of the workerg by the ex-
pulgion of militant members of the reactionary
unions,*by expelling opposition locals and unjons,
and by attempts at splitting whole sections of union
organizations. As a result there are hundreds of
thousands of workers organized in independent
unions (outside the A, F. of L. and the R. R. Bro-
therhoods). These independent unions, separated
from each other and s ittered throughout the
country, lead a precarious existence fighting against
the capitalists and_the crushing policy of the reac-
tionary trade union Bureaucracy.

The Communist Party, through its nuclei in these
unions, will strive to amalgamate the independent
unions into local central bodies and into a national
organization, thus uniting the expelled militants in
the labor movement for a more effective struggle
against the reactionaries. The unification of the
more advanced.and expelled unions into a national
body must not be construed by Communist in the
A. F. of L. or R. R. Brotherhoods to mean that the
Commumst Party will condone or favor splits in
these organizations for the sake of joining such a
national organization of independent unions. The
Communist Party, through its members and nuclei
within the Independent Unions, the R. R. Brother-
hoods, the I. W. W., and all other labor unions, will
persistently and systematically carry on an ag1ta~
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" tion of all labor organizations into one powerful,
centralized organization comprising all labor unions
throughout the conutry affiliated with the inter-
national general staff of labor—The Red Labor
Union International.

3. Communist Party Nuclei in Workers’ Organiza-
tions Other than Trade Unions.

In order to carry on communist propaganda and
win control in the various workers’ organizations

(such as: ex-soldiers and sailors organizations;
athletic and sporting clubs; cultural, educational,
or benificiary societies; tenants’ Ileagues; co-

operative associations; etc.) the Communist Party
will organize its nuclei within them. These nuclei
will be centralized and connected with the regular
party machinery in the same manner as the C. P.
nuclei in the trade unions.

PROVISIONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF COM-
MUNIST PARTY NUCLEI IN THE SHOPS
AND UNIONS,

ARTICLL 1.

Section 1. In order to carry out the Communist
task in the labor untons and shops, the Section Execu-
tive Committees of the Party, or the Sub-district Exe-
cutive Committees (where there are two or more Sec-
tions in a city) shall organize Party Nuclei in the shops
and unions.

Section 2. Every Party member shall belong to a
labor union, if eligible.
Section 3. All Party members belonging to a labor

union shall be affiliated with the Party Nuclei in their
respective unions. Members who do not belong to any
union shall, wherever possible, form and belong to
Party Nuclei in their shops, trade or industry.

Section 4. Each Nuclei shall consist of about 10
members. The Nuclei shall elect their captains and
these captains shall form the Nuclei Commjttee of
their respective union locals, trades, or shops

Section 5. Where two or more locals of the same
union exist in a city, Party Nuclei in these locals of the
union shall be connected with each other through or-
ganizers elected by the Nuclei for each local of the
union.

Section 6. The Nuclei Organizers for the various
unions shall be appointed by the Section or Sub-district
Executive Committees. These Organizers shall con-
stitute the Industrial Department of the respective
Party sub-divisions,

Section 7. In order to co-ordinate and centralize the
work of the Nuclei on a national secale, the C. K. C. of
the Party shall organize a National Industrial Depart-
ment, and through it, appoint District Nuclei Organ-
izers, who shall be members ex-officio (with voice but
no vote) of the District Executive Committee.

Section 8. The Distriet Nuclei Organizer shall ap-
pomt subject to the approval of the District Execut-
ive Committee, the Section or Sub-district Nuclei Or-
ganizers, who shall be in charge of the Section or
Sub-distriet Industrial Department.

Section 9. All Party Nuclei shall be subject to the
discipline and decisions of the Party, and shall, in their
various localities, be under the control of the Section
or Sub-district Executive Committees.

ARTICLE II.

Section 1. All local Industrial Departments shall
submit for the approval of the Section or Sub-district
. C. any general plan of action which they intend to
carry out in the unions or industry.

Section 2. Section or Sub-district Industrial De-
partments may be authorized by the District Execut-
ive Committee to issue leaflets in connection with the
various problems arising from the daily struggle of
the workers in the shops and unions. Such leaflets
shall not attempt the exposition of general communist
principles and tactics, and shall not be signed in the
name of the Communist Party. Copies of all leaflets
issued by the Industrial Departments shall be sent
through regular Party channels to the Central Exe-
cutive Commlttee of the Party.

Section 8. Communist Nuclei shall not participate
in a split within a local iabor union without the ap-
roval of the District Executive Committee. In case
of a split in their nation unions, S. P. Nuclei shall not
participate without the approval of the Central Exe-
cutive Committee of the Party.

Section 4. Party members may accept paid posi-
tions in the unions, provided that they can further
Communist propaganda.

The Meaning of the Agricultural Tax

By LENIN.

Introduction.

The question of the Agricultural Tax at the present
moment is attracting cons1de1 able attention and. is
subject of considerable discussions. This is quite un-
derstandable, for it is indeed one of the most impor-
tant questions of policy under the present conditions.

It will be all the more useful therefore, to attempt
to approach this question, not from its “everyday as-
pect,” but from the point of view of principle. In other
words, to examine the background upon which we are
sketchmg the plan of the deflnlte practical measures
of policy of the present day.

In crder to make this dttempt, I permit myself to

quote extracts from my pamphlets, “The Chief Tasks
of Our Times- -On *Left’ Childishness and Petty Bour-
geoisism.”

The polemic is now unnecessary and I leave it out,
but I retain what relates to the descussion of “State
Capitalism” and to the basic elements of the economies
of the present period of transition from capitalism to
Socialism.

This is what I wrote:

THE PRESENT ECONOMIC POSITION OF RUSSIA

(From a Pamphlet Published in 1918.)

“. . . State Capitalism would be a step in advance
in the present state of affairs of our Soviet Republic.
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If for example, State Capitalism could establish itself
here, during the next six months, it would be an ex-
cellent thing and a sure guarantee, that within a year
Socialism will have established itself and become in-
vineible.”

I can imagine the noble indignation with which some
will scorn these words. What? The transition to
capitalism in a Soviet Socialist Republic a step in ad-
vance? . . . Is this not a betrayal of Socialism?

It is precigely with this point that one must deal in
detail.

TIn the first place one must analyze the nature of
the transition of capitalism into socialism, which gives
us the right and the foundation to describe ourselves
a Socialist Soviet Republic. Secondly, one must expose
the error of those who do not see that the chief enemy
of Socialism with us. is, the petty bourgeois economiec
conditions and the. pefty bourgeois ideas seething in
the country.

Thirdly, one must properly understand the distinc-
tion of a Soviet State from a Bourgeois State.

Let us examine these three points.

There is not a single person, it seems to me, who, ex-
amining the economics of Russia, would deny their
transitional character. There is not a Communist, it
seems to me, who would deny that the expression So-
cialist Soviet Republic means the determination of the
Soviet Power to realize the transition to Socialism, and
does not by any means signify that the present eco-
nomie order is regarded as socialistic. What is the
meaning of the word—transition? Does it mean when
applied to economics, that in the present system there
are elements ‘‘partly capitalism and partly socialism,”
everybody will recognize that this is so, but not every-
body who recognizes this thinks of the numerous kinds
of elements of the various socio-economic strata we
have in Russia.

Let us enumerate these elements:

1. Patriarchal, i. e, to a large degree primitive
peasant production,

2. Small commodity production. (This ‘includes
the majority of peasants who sell corn.)

8. Private capitalism.

4. State capitalism.

5. Socialism.

Russia is so large and so varied that all these vary-
ing types of socio-economic strata are interlayed in it.
The peculiarity of the position lies precisely in it.

The question is which is the predominating element.
Tt is clear that in a petty peasant environment nothing
else but petty bourgeois ideas can prevail. The major-
ity, and the vast majority at that, of the peasants are
small commodity producers. Qur outer shell of State
Capitalism (corn monopoly, control of manufactures,
merchants and bourgeois co-operative societics) is
brogen, first in one place and then in another by specu-
lator's and the chief article of speculation is corn.

The main struggle develops precisely in this sphere.
Between whom is this struggle conducted? Is it be-
tween the fourth and the fifth elements in the order
in which I have enumerated them above? Certainly
not. Itis not a struggle between State Capitalism and
Socialism, but a struggle hetween the petty bourgeoisie
plus private capitalism fighting against State Capital
ism and Socialism. The petty bourgeoisie resists every
form of State interference and control, no matter
whether it is State Capitalism or State Socialism. This
is an absolutely undisputable fact, and the failure to

undexrstand it lies at the root of quite a number of eco-
nomic errors.

Those whc do not see this, reveal by their blindness
their servitude to the petty bourgeois prejudices.

State Capitalism is incomparably higher economically
than our present economic system, that is one point,
and secondly, there is nothing in it that is terrible for
the Soviet Government, for the Soviet State is a State
which guarantees power to the workers and the poor.

* *

In orderto make this question clear, I will first of all,
quote a concrete example of State Capitalism. Every-
body will know this example: Germany. Here we have
“‘the last word” in modern, large capitalist technique
and systematic organization subordinated to junker-
bourgeois imperialism. In place of the military, junker,
bourgeois imperialist State put another State, but a
State of another social type, a State with a different
class content, a Soviet, i. e. a Proletarian State, and
you will get the sum of conditions which gives Social-
ism.

Socialism is impossible without large capitalist tech-
nique construeted according to the last word science,
without systematic State organization subjecting mil-
lions of people to the strict observation of a uniform
standard of production and distribution of products.
We Marxists have always said this, and it is hardly
worth wasting even two seconds in arguing this point
with people who do not understand it, like anarchists,
and the greater part of the Social Revolutionaries.

Besides this Socialism is impossible without the dom-
ination of the Proletariat in the State, this is also pure
A. B. C. History (from whom nobody except first-class
menshevik idiots expected that it would smoothly,
peacefully, simply and easily produce ‘‘complete social-
ism”) has proceeded in such a peculiar fashion that in
1918, it gave birth to two separated halves of social-
ism, like two chickens born within the same shell of
inernational imperialism. Germany and Russia in
1918 embodied in themselves, on the one hand the most
obviously materially realized economie, industrial and
social conditions, and on the other hand the political
conditions for socialism. :

A victorious proletarian revolution in Germany
would immediately and with tremendous ease smash
the whole shell of imperialism (unfortunately construct
ed of the finest steel and therefore unbreakable by any
kind of “chicken”), and would for certain bring' about
a victory of world socialism, without or with very little
difficulty, egranting of course, that “difficult” is under-
stood not in a narrow sense, but from a universal-his-
torical point of view,

If the revolution in"Germany is delayed our task be-
comes clear, to learn State Capitalism from the Ger-
mans, an’to exert all our efforts to acquire it.. We must
not spare any dictatorial methods in hastening the
Westernization of barbarous Russia, and stick at no
barbarous measures to combat barbarism.

At the present moment in Russia, it is precisely
petty bourgeois capitalism that predominates, from
which a single road, through the same intervening sta-
tions called national accounting and control of produc-
tion and distribution leads both to State Capitalism
and to Socialism. Those who do not understand thig
conmmit an unpardonable error and either do not see

facts, cannot lcok through to the face, or limit them-

15
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selves to the abstract contradictions between “capital-
ism and socialism” and do not enter into the concrete
forms and stages of the period through which we are
now passing.

It is precisely because it is impossible to advance
from the present economic position of Russia without
passmg through what is common to both State Capital-
ism and Socialism—national accounting and control,
that to frighten others and oneself by talking about
“evolving towards State capitalism’ is absolute theore-
tical stupidity. That means to allow one’s mind to
stray from the actual path of evoution. In practice
this is equal to dragging us back to small private cap-
italism.

.In order to convince the reader that my “high” valu-
ation of State Capitalism is not made here for the first
time, but was made by me previous to the Bolsheviks
taking power, I will quote the following from my pam-
phlet “A Threatening Catastrophe and How to Com-
bat It”"—which was written in September, 1917:

“In place of a junker capitalist government, try
and put a revolutionary democratic government, i. e.,
a government that will in a revolutionary manner de-
gtroy all privileges and not fear to employ revolution-
ary methods in order to realize the most complete de-
mocracy. You will then see, that State monopolist
capitalism under a really revolutionary government
will inevitably mean a step towards socialism.

.“For Socialism is nothing else than an immediate
step forward from State Capitalist monopoly.

. .“State Monopolist Capitalism is the most complete
material preparation for Somahsm, it is the “poreh”
to it; it is one of the steps in the ladder of history. be-
,tween which and the step called Socialism there is no
intervening step.” (pp. 27-88).

The reader will observe that this was written in the
period of Kerensky, that I speak here not of the die-
tatorship of the proletariat, not of a Socialist State,
but of “revolutionary democracy.” Surely it is clear
therefore, that the higher we raise ourselves on this
political step, the nearer do we approach to a Soviet
Socialist State and to the Dictatorship of the Proletar-
iat, and the less imperative is it for us to fear “State
Socialism”? Surely, it- is clear that in the material,
economic, industrial sense, we have not yet reached
the “porch” of Socialism, and there is no other way of
entering Socialism except through this as yet unreach-
ed ‘‘porch.”

Agricultural Tax, Freedom of Trade
and Concessions.

In the above quoted arguments of 1918, there are
a number of errors in connection with periods. Periods
prove to be much longer than was then assumed. This
is not to be wondered at, but the basic elements of our
economic life have remained as they were then. The
peasant ‘‘poor” (proletariat and semiproletarians) in
large numbers have become converted into middle-class
peasants. Out of this small private ownership and
petty bourgeois movements have increased, mean-
while the civil war of 1919-1920, extremely intensified
the ruin of the country, and retarded the reestablish-
ment of its productive forces. To this must be added
the bad harvest of 1920, the lack of fodder, the death
rate among cattle, which still further retarded the re-
establishment of transport and industry in that the
transport of our chief kind of fuel, wood, was carried

.ian policy. It was a temporary measure.

on by peasants horses. As a result conditions in the
spring of 1921 were such that it was absolutely essen-
tial to adopt the most determined exceptional meas-
ures for the improvement of the conditions of the peas-
antry and raising its productivity.

Why improve the conditions of the peasantry and
not those of the workers?

Because for the improvement of the position of the
workers it is necessary to have bread and fuel. The
‘“holdup” which exists at the preésent moment -in na=
tional 1ndustr3, in the largest measure 1s due to this,
and there is no oiher means of increasing productiv-
ity, of increasing the stocks of corn and fuel except by
improving the posu ion of the peasantry and increas-
ing its productivity. It is necessary to commeure with
the peasantry. He whe does not underscand this, be
Who is inclined to regard this as showing preference
to the peasantry, and a “departure” or something
similar to our departure from the dictatorship of the
proletariat, has simply failed to study the subjeet, and
simply gives himself up to phrasemongering.

Thus, the first thing that is necessary is immediate :
and serious measures for raising the productive power
of the peasantry. This is impossible, without serious-
ly altering our food policy; and the substitution of the
food requisitions by an agricultural tax connected with
at least Free Local Trade after the tax has been paid,
is such an alteration.

What is the essence of the substitution of the requi-
sition by the agricultural tax?

The Agzncultural Tax is a form of transition flom

the peculiar “military communism’” made necessary by

extreme necessity, ruin and war, for the purpose of a
proper socialistic exchange of products. Military
Communism in its turn, is one of the forms of the tran-
sition from socialism with peculiarities created by the
predominance of a small peasantry in the population,
1o Communism.

The peculiarity of “military Communism” lay in
that we actually took from the peasantry his surplus
of produce and sometimes a part of that which was ab-
soiutely necessary for himself, for the purpose of main-
taining the army and the workers. Mostly we took
the produce on loan for paper money. There was no
other way by which we could defeat the landlord and
capitalist in a ruined small-peasant country. The fact
that we came out victorious (in spite of the support
given to our exploiters by the most powerful states in
the world) proves something more than the wonder-
ful heroism which the workers and peasants are able
to reveal for the sake of their emancipation. It proves
also what lackeys of the bourgeoisie, the Mensheviks,
the Social Revolutionists, Kautsky and Co. were,
when they blamed us for this “military Communism.”
This indeed should be placed to our credit.

It is not less necessary however, to know the real
extént of the service which we rendered by establish-
ing “military Communism.” “Military Communism””
was made necessary by the war and the state of ruin.
It did not and could not meet the problems of proletar-
The correct
policy of the proletariat carrying out its dictatorship
in a small-peasant country is to exchange the products
of industry necessary to the peasantry for corn. Only
such a policy can satisfy the requirements of the pro-
letariat, only such a policy can strengthen the founda-
tion of communism and lead to its complete victory.

The Agricultural Tax is a transition to this policy.
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We are still in that state of ruin, still crushed by the
burden of war (which raged yesterday and which ow-
ing to the greed, and anger of the capitalist may break
out again to-morrow) and we cannot give to the peas-
ant sufficient products of industry in exchange for all
the corn we need. Knowing this, we introduce the Ag-
. ricultural Tax, that is, we take the minimum quantity
' of corn necessary for the arming of the workers, in the
form of a tax, and the remainder we will exchange for
the products of industry.

In this connection we must also bear in mind that
our_poverty and ruin is.such that we cannot immedi-
ately establish large State Socialist Factory Produc-
tion, For this purpose it is necessary to have large
stocks of corn and fuel, in the great industrial centres,
and to replace the worn out machinery by new machin-
ery. Experience has convinced us that this cannot be
“done all at once, and we know that after the destruc-
tion caused by the imperialist war, even the richest and
most advanced countries can solve this problem only
during the course of a rather long period of time. This
means that it is necessary to a certain extent to assist
the re-establishment of small industry which does not
require machinery, which does not require large gov-
ernment stocks of raw material, fuel and food, and
which can immediately give certain assistance to agri-
culture and raise its productivity.

What comes of all this? Fundamentally, we get a
certain_amount (if only local) of Free Trade, a revival

of_the petty bourgeoisie and capitalism. This-is-un---

' doubted and to close one’s eyes to it would be ridicul-
’.b,aww e s SR o )
“"We are asked—is this necessary, can this be justi-

~ fied, is it not dangerous?

These questions are asked by many, and in most
cases they only reveal the naivete (expressing oneself
politely) of those who agk them. )

Refer to the manner in which in May, 1918, I defined
the economic elements (component parts) of the vari-
ous socio-economie strata. It is impossible to dispute
the existence of these five'rungs, or component parts
iof these five strata from the patriarchal to the semi-
. primitive. It is most evident that in a small-peasant
country the small-peasant strata, that is, the partly
patriarchal and partly petty-bourgeios will predomin-
ate. The development of small industry since we have
exchange, means the development of petty bourgeois,
capitalist industry. This is an indisputable truth, an
etementary truth of political economy confirmed by the
everyday experience and observation of even the or-
dinary man in the street.

What policy can the Socialist proletariat conduct in
. the face of such economic circumstances? The most
{ desirable and most ‘‘correct” policy would be to give
i the small-peasant all the produets of industry of the
' large socialist factories, that the peasant requires in
¢ exchange for his corn and raw materials. This is what
| we have commenced to do, but we are far from being
i able to give all the necessary products, and  we shall
{ not be able to do this for a long time, at least until we
i have finished the work of electrifying the country.
1 What then is left for us to do? We can either com-
pletely prohibit and prevent the development of private
non-State exchange i. e, commerce, i. e, capitalism
which is inevitable with the existence of millions of
. small producers. Such a policy would be stupid and
1 suicidal for the Party which attempted to carry it out.
1 It would be stupid because it is economically impossi

ble. It would be suicidal because the party that at- |
tempted to carry it out would inevitably collapse. It |
is useless concealing the sin, some Communists “in |
thought, in word, and in deed” have fallen into sin on/
this policy. We will attempt to rectif i or. It
is egsential that We TeCtify this error or else it will go
T LoLor Se 1L will 289

- TOr-(and thiy is the only possible and sensible policy)

we can refrain. from prohibiting and preventing the
development of capitalism and strive to direct it in the
path of State Capitalism. This is economically possible,
for State Capitalism exsts in one or another form and
to one or another extent everywhere where there are
elements of Free Trade and Capitalism in general. _

Is it possible to combine and to have side by side, a §
Soviet State, the Dictatorship of the Proletariat andg
State Capitalism.

The whole question, theoretically and practically lies
in finding the correct means of properly guiding the
inevitable (to a certain extent and for a certain time)
development of capitalism along the path of State Cap-
italism, and what conditions to establish and how to
secure in the near future the conversion of State Cap-
italism into Socialism.

In order to approach a solution of this question, it
is necessary to have as clear an idea as possible as to
what State Capitalism will represent in practice within
(Smr Soviet system, within the framework of our Soviet

tate.

One of the simplest cases or examples of how the
Soviet Government guides the development of Capital-
ism along the path of State Capitalism, of how it
“plants” State Capitalism, is concessions. Everybody
now agrees that concessions are necessary, but not
everybody fully appreciates the significance of conces-
sions. What are concessiong in a Soviet system from
the point of view of socio-economic strata and their in-
ter-relations? They are a treaty, a block and alliance
of the Soviet, 1. e. the Proletarian State with State
Capitalism, against small private ownership (patriar-
chal and petty bourgeois). A concessionaire is a capi-
talist. He conducts capitalist business for the sake of
profits. He agrees to make a treaty with a Proletar-
ian Government in order to receive extra profits, or
for the sake of securing such raw materials as he
otherwise would not be able, or find it very difficult to
secure. The Soviet Government secures the advantage
in the form of the development of productive forces,
and an increase in the quantity of products immedi-
ately or within a short period. We have, say, hundreds
of enterprises, mines, forests, etc., we cannot develop
them all, we have not enough machinery, food, or trans-
port. For the same reasons we will badly develop the
remaining sections. As a consequence of the bad or
insufficient development of large undertakings we get
the strengthening of this small private ownership
movement with all its consequences: the deterioration
of suburban (and later the whole) of agriculture, frit-
tering away of its productive forces, decline of confi-
dence inSoviet Government, peculation, and mass and
petty (the most dangerous) speculation. In “planting”
State Capitalism in the form of concessions, the Soviet
Government strengthens large production against
small production, the advanced against the backward,
machine production against hand production, “ it in-
creases the quantity of products of large industry in
its hands and strengthens the State regulation of eco-
nomic relation as a counter-balance to the petty bour-
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geois anarchic relations. . The moderate and ecautious
intreduction of a policy of concessions (to & certain
and not a very great extent) will rapidly improve the
state of industry and the position of the workers and
peasants, of course, at the price of a certuin sacrifice,
the surrender to the capitalists of tens and millions of
poods of most valuable products. The definition of the
extent and the conditions under which concessions are
advantageous to us and not dangerous for us, depends
upon the relation of forees, is determined by struggle,
for concessions are also a form of struggle, a continu-
ation of a class struggle of another form, and under

\ no circumstances a _substitution of the class war by
\ class peace, _Practice will show what the methods of
this struggle are to be. State Capitalism in the form
iof concesslons, in eomparison with other forms of State
tCapitalism withina Soviet system, is th most simple,
Ithe clearest, and the most clear-cut. We have here a
direct formal written treaty with the most cultured,
most advanced West European conutries. We know
exactly our losses and our gains, our rights and obliga-
tions. We know exactly the date on which we give the
concessions and know the conditions of buying out on
the expiration of a concession, if there is such a buy-
ing out clause in the treaty. We pay a certain “{ri-
bute” to world capitalism, we as it were “buy out” cer-
tain relations and receive immediately a definite
measure of congolidation of the position of the Soviet
Government, and an improvement in the conditions of
our industry. The difficulty in connection with con-
cessions is to think out and weigh up things in con-
cluding a concessions treaty and later to watch the
carrying out of the treaty. No doubt there are many
difficulties, and in all probabiliy mistakes will at first
be made, but difficulties are the smallest things in com-
parison with the other tasks of the social revolution
and-particularly in comparison with other forms of
development, the introduction, the planting of State
Capitalism.

The most important task of all party and Soviet
workers in connection with the introduction of the
agricultural tax is to adapt the principle, the basis of
“concessions” that is, a poliey similar to the concession
or State capitalist policy, to the rmaining forms of
capitalism—Ilocal Free Trade.

. Take the cooperative gsocieties. It was not for no-
thing that the decree on the agricultural tax immedi-
ately led to a revision of the laws of cooperatives and
a certain extension of their “freedom” and their rights.
Cooperation is also a form of State Capitalism, but
less simple and clear cut, more complicated and there-
fore creating many practical difficulties for -»ur gov-
ernment. The cooperation of small commouity pro-
ducers (it is of these and of workers cooperatives as
the predominant and typical form in a small-peasant
country that we speak) will inevitably generate petty
bourgeois capitalist relations, facilitate their develop-
ment,.and will the greatest advantage to the capitalist.
Things cannot be otherwise in the face of the predomi-
nance of sxmall producers, and the possibility as well
as the necessity for exchange., The freedom and right
of cooperation under the present conditions in Russia,
means the freedom and rights of capitalism. To close
one’s eyes to this obvious truth will be stupid or cri-
minal,

But “‘cooperative” capitalism in distinetion from pri-
vate capitalism under a Soviet Government is another
aspect of State Capitalism, and in that capacity it is

useful and advantageous for us of course, to a certain
extent. In so far as the agricultural tax signifies the
freedom to sell the remainder of produce (not taken
as tax) it is necessary to exert all our efforts to direct
this development of capitalism—for freedom of trade
is the development of capitalism,—along the path of
cooperative capitalism. Cooperative capitalism is like
State Capitalism in that it renders easy control, obser-
vation, and the maintenance of treaty relations between
the State (the Soviet in this instance) and the capital-
ists. Cooperation as a form of trade is more advan-
tageous and useful than private trade, not only for the
reasons already indicated, but also because it facilitates
the organization of millions of the population and later:
the whole of the population. This in its turn is a tre-
mendous gain from the point of view of a further tran-
sition from State Capitalism to Socialism.

Let us compare concessions with cooperation as a
form of State Capitalism. Concessions are based on
large machine industry, whereas cooperation is based
on small and partly even patriarchal industry; conces-
sion is granted to a single capitalist or a single firm,
a syndicate, a cartel, or a trust. A cooperative society
embraces many thousands even millions of small mas-
ters. A concession permits of and even presupposes a
definite treaty for a definite term, whereas a coopera-
tive society does not permit of definite agreements or
definite terms. It is easier to repeal a law on coopera-
tive societies than to break a concession agreement;
for the breaking of a concession agreement immedi-
ately means the break off of economic relations, alli-
ance or economic “cohabitation’” with capitalism, where
as the repeal of a law on coopration or the repeal of
any law for that matter, not only does not break off
on the actual “cohabitaticn” of the Soviet Government
with the small capitalists but cannot affect economic
relations in general. It is easy to ‘“keep an eye on”

the concessionaire, but it is difficult to do so on the

cooperator. The transition from concessions to social-
ism is the transition from one or more large produc-
tion to another. The transition from the cooperation
of small masters to socialism is a transition from small

production to large production, i. e. to a more compli-

cated form of production. The latter has this compen-
sating feature however, that in the event of a success-
ful transition, it is capable of tearing out a far deeper,
and more vital rut of the old pre-socialist and even
pre-capitalist relations, of that which puts up the most
stubborn resistance to all kinds of “innovations.” The
policy of concessions in the event of success will give™
us a few exemplary—in comparison with our own—
large undertakings, standing on a level with modern
advanced capitalism; in a few decades these under-
takings will come entirely into our possession, the pol-
icy of cooperation in the event of success will raise
small industry and facilitate, in an indefinite period,
its transition to large production on the basis of volun-
tary combination,

Let us take a third form of State Capitalism. The
State invites the capitalist as a merchant and pays him
a definite commission for selling State products and
for buying the products of small industry. There is
& fourth form: the State leases a factory or an industry
or a section of forest or land to a capitalist; in this
case, the lease agreement is more like a concession
agreement. The question is whether we can recognize
these types of capitalism? In order to answer the
question we must remember the component parts of
all, without exception, of those various strata of socie-
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x-t'ly Whlch I enumerated in my article of Fifth of May,
i1918. “We,” the vanguard, the advanced detachment
~ of the proletariat are passing directly to socialism, but

gie forward detachments are only a small section of
fhe proletariat, which in its turn, is only a small sec-
;iion of the whole mass of the population. In order
-%hat “we” may successfully solve the problem of our

direct transition to socialism, we must understand

what indirect paths and methods we must adopt for
. the transition of pre-capitalist relations to socialism.
1 "This is the crux of the question.

S Is it possible to realize the direct transition of this
state of pre—capitalist relations prevailing in Russia to
. socialism? Yes, it is possible to a certain degree, but
~only on one condltlon which we know, thanks to the
,«;__,x,ompletlon of a tr emendous scientific labor That con-
.dition is: electrification. But we know very well that
' /this “one” condition demands at least tens of years of
. work, and we can only reduce this period by a victory
7 of the proletarian revolution in such countries as Eng-
< land, Germany and America.

For the years immediately ahead of us, we shall have
&+ to think of indirect links capable of facilitating the
7 transition of patriarchism and small industry to social-
©oism. “We” are still too fond of saying “capitalism is
;o an evil, socialism is a blessing,” but such an argument
is incorrect because it leaves out of consideration all
the existing social economic strata, and takes in only

two of them.

Capitalism is an evil in comparison with socialism,
but capitalism is a blessing in comparison with mediae-
valism, with small industry, with fettered small pro-
ducers thrown to the mercv of bureaucracy. To the
extent that we are as yet 1 nable to realize the direct
trangition from small produglon to socialism, to that
extent is capitalism to a certain extent inevitable as an
elemental product of small productlon and exchange,
and to that etent must we make use of caplmhsm (par-
ticularly in directing it along the path of State Capi-
talism) as an indirect link between small production
and socialism, as a means, a path, a method of raising
the productlve forces of the coustry.

One must be able fearlessly to recognize an evil in
order the more.firmly to_combat it. The inevitability
of the postponement of the establishment of large in-
dustry, and impossibility of “prohibiting” the exchangxe
of the products of industry and agriculture having re-
vealed themselves, we must depend upon what is more
accessible to us, the establishment of small industry.
We must set to work from this side and prop up this
part of our structure, almost ruined by the war and
the blockade. We must adopt all measures, at all costs,
to develop exchange, and not fear capitalism, for the
limits for capialism have been rendered sufficiently
narrow, and sufficiently “moderate” by the expropria-
tion of the landlords and the bourgeoisie economiecally,.
and the existence of \a Labor-Peasant Government.",
This is the fundamental idea of the Agricultural Ta,x,fff
this is its economic significance, ,

Constitution of the Communist Party of America

(Adopted at the Joint Unity Convention of the United
Communist Party and the Communist Party
of America.)

Article I. Name, Purpose and Emblem.

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be
the Communist Party of America, Section of the Com-
munist International.

Section 2. The Communist Party of America is the
vanguard of the working class, namely, its most ad-
vanced, class conscious and therefore its most revolu-
tionary part. Its purpose is to educate, direct and
lead the working class of America for the conquest of
political power; to destroy the bourgeois state machine-
ry; to westablish the Dictatorship of the Proletariat in
the form of Soviet power; to abolish the capitalist sys-
tem and to introduce the Communist Society.

Section 3. The emblem of the Party shall be the
crossed hammer and sickle between sheaves of wheat
and within a double circle. Below the hammer and
sickle the words “All power to the workers.” In the
circular margin the words “Communist Party of Amer-
ica—Section of the Communist International.”

Article TI. Membership.

Section 1. Every person who aceepts the principles
and the tactics of the Communist Party and of the
Communist International, and agrees to submit to the
Party discipline and engage actively in its work, shall

be eligible for membership, provided he is not a mem-
ber or supporter of any other political organizstion.

Section 2. No person whose livelithood is gained by
exploiting labor shall be eligible to membership in the
Communist Party of America,

Section 3. Applicants shzll be vouched for by two
persons who have been members of the Party for at
least six consecutive months, except in newly organ-
ized groups in new territory. Every applicant shall
be assigned to a recruiting group on probation for three
months, with voice but no vote. The applicant shall
be accepted only upon examination and 1ecommenda-‘
tion by the recruiting group captain, and by unani-,
mous approval of the Blanch Executive Committee.

Section 4. A special captain shall be placed in charge
of each recruiting group by the Branch Executive
Committee,

Section 5. An applicant shall pay one dollar initia-
tion fee, and all dues and assessments beginning with
the month in which he is accepted in the recruiting
group.

Section 6. A member may transfer from one Party
unit to another only upon certification of the Party
unit to which he belongs. The unit granting the trans-
fer must ascertain that the member asking for it has
discharged all his Party obligations, and shall notify
the unit to which the member transfers through the
regular Party channels. He shall go to the group to
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which he is assigned by the Branch Executive Com-
mittee.

Article III. Form and Units of Organization.

Section 1. The Communist Party of America is an
underground, illegal organization. It is higiy central-
ized with the Convention as its supreme body, and the
Central Executive Committee acting as such between
Conventions. .

Section 2. The basic unit of the Party shall be a
group of approximately ten members, and wherever
possible not less than five.

Section 3. Groups of the same language within a city
or locality shall form a Branch. Branches shall con-
sist of not more than ten groups each.

Section 4. Branches within a locality shall form a
Section. Sections shall consist as nearly as possible
of ten Branches, and shall be formed wherever there
are two or more Branches within a locality.

Section 5. Sub-districts shall consist of not more
than ten Sections and of isolated Branches within a
territory prescribed by the District Executive Commit-
tee.

Sction 6. All Sub-districts within a prescribed terri-
tory shall form a District. The limits of Distrets are
determined by the Central Executive Committee. Dis-
tricts and Sub-districts shall be organized within indus-
trial sections regardless of political boundaries.

Article IV. Conventions.

Section 1. The Convention is the supreme body of
the Party, and shall be called by the Central Executive
Committee at least once a year.

Section 2. Emergency Conventions, with all the
powers of regular Conventions, shall be called by the
Central Executive Committee upon its own initiative
or upon th demand of Distriect Conventions represent-
ing a majority of the membership.

Section 3. (a) Elections to the Convention shall
begin in the groups. Each group shall elect one elector
to the Section Convention, and the Section Convention
shall elect delegates to the District Convention. Branch-
es that are directly connected with the Sub-distriet
shall send their delegates to the nearest Section. The
representation in the Section and the District electors’
meeting and in the Convention of the Party shall be
fixed by the Convention call, issued by the Central
Executive Committee.

(b) If there are more than fifteen groups in a Sec-
tion, the Sub-district Committee shall subdivide the
Section for the elections so that no more than fifteen
attend a Section electors’ meeting. Wherever neces-
sary, units shall be combined to comply with the ac-
cepted basis of representation.

Section 4. The number of delegates shall be deter-
mined by the Central Executive Committee according
to the circumstances. Delegates shall be apportioned
to the Districts in proportion to the membership.

Section 5. Section, Sub-district and District Organ-
izers of the Party shall attend the electors’ meetings
of their respective and subordinate units, and shall
have voice but not vote, unless elected as delegates
themselves.

Sction 6. Section, Sub-district and District electors’
meetings may elect as their delegates members of the

Party from any unit outside their territorial divisions.

Section 7. At the same time that the call for the
Convention is issued, the Central Executive Commit-

tee shall submit to every group for discussion the ' -

Agenda and other propositions that are to come be-
fore the Convention. At least sixty days before the
Convention, the Party Press shall be opened for dis«:
cussion of important Party matters. |

Section 8. Delegates to the National Convention
shall be paid railroad expenses and the same wages
as Party officials.

Article V. Central Executive Committee.

Section 1. Between Conventions the Central Ex-
ecutive Committee shall be the supreme body of chie
Party and shall direct all the Party’s activities.

Section 2. The Central Executive Committee shall-..

consist of ten members elected by the Convention.
The Convention shall also elect six alternates. When
the list of alternates shall have been exhausted the
Central Executive Committee shall have the right of
co-optation.

Section 8. All Central Executive Committee mem-
bers shall devote all their time to the work of the
Party and shall live in the city in which the National
Headquarters are located, or in adjacent cities.

Section 4. Candidates for the Central Executive
Committee must have been members of a Party affili-
ated with the Communist International at least eight-
een months,

Section 5. The identity of the Central Executive
Committee members shall not be made known either
by themselves or by thos present at the Convention

Section 6. The Central Executive Committee shall
elect delegates to the International Congresses and the
Communist Party of America members of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Communist International.

Section 7. The Central Executive Committee shall
call in the Distriet Organizers for a conference at least
every six months.

Section 8. The Central Executive Committee shall
make a monthly report of the Party activities and Party
finances itemized by Districts.

Section 9. A complete audit and accounting of all
Party funds shall be made every six months. The au-
diting committee shall consist of three members elect-
ed by the Convention. The Convention shall also elect
three alternates. No member of the Central Execu-
tive Committee and no paid Party employee shall be
a member of the auditing committee. The report of
the auditing committee shall be made to the member-
ship, within one month after the completion of its
work.

Article V1. Districts and Subordinate Units.

Section 1. The Central Executive Committee shall
appoint District Organizers for each District.

Section 2. Every District Organizer shall make com-
plete reports to the District Executive Committee as
to the general Party work in his District. He shall
submit and carry out the instructions and decisions of
the Central Executive Committee. He shall make re-
mittances, financial statements and reports to the
Central Executive Committee at least once a week. He
shall submit financial statements to the membership

in his District at least once a month.
Section 8. District Conventions shal lbe held at.

-

=
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least every six months. Every Section shall send del-
egates to the District Convention in proportion to the
membership. The District Convention shall elect five
members to the District Executive Committee. These
five members, together with the District Organizer
and the Subdistrict Organizers shall constitute the
District Executive Committee. The District Executive
Committee shall supervise the activities of the District
Organizer and shall regularly submit the minutes of
its meetings to the Central Executive Committee. All
actions of the District Convention are subject to ap-
proval by the Central Executive Committee.

Section 4. District Organizers shall appoint Sub-
distriet Organizers subject to the approval of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee.

Section 5. Sub-district Organizers shall make re-
mittances, financial statements and reports to the Dis-
trict Organizers once a week,

Section 6. The Sub-district Organizer shall call
meetings of the Sub-distriet Executive Committee at
least every two weeks. He shall make a complete re-
port to the Sub-district Executive Committee, and
transmit and carry out the decisions and the instrue-
tions of the Central Executive Committee, the District
Organizer and the District Executive Committee.

Section 7. The Sub-district Executive Committee
shall consist of the Sub-district Organizer, the Section
Organizers and the Organizers of the isolated Branch-
es having direct connections with the Sub-district.

Section 8. The Section Executive Committee shall
consist of Branch Organizers and shall elect Section
Organizers. .

Section 9. Branch Organizers shall be elected by
the group captains. They shall work under the direc-
tion of the Section Organizers and shall meet at least
once a week,

Section 10. The Branch Executive Committee shall
consist of the Branch Organizer and the group cap-
tains of the Branch. Th Branch Executive Committee
shall meet at least once a week.

Section 11. District Organizers, Sub-district Or-
ganizers, Section and Branch Organizers shall have
been members of the Party not less than one year.
Group captains, six months.

Section 12. Executive Commitees of the various
Party units have authority to act within their jurisdie-
tion, subject to the decisions of the higher Party units.

Section 13. Each group shall meet at least once
every week under the direction of the group captain
who shall make a complete report to his group on all
Party work, on the activities of his Branch and of all
other Party units.

Article VII. Language Federations.

Section 1. Language groups shall consist of mem-
bers speaking the same language. Language groups in
the same locality shall be formed into Language
Branches; all Branches of the same language shall be
unifed into Language Federations, provided they have
at least 250 members,

Section 2. All language groups and branches shall
be integral parts of the Party structure in their local-
ities, and shall perform and carry out all Party funec-
tions and obligations.

Section 3. (a) Shortly after Party Conventions,
National Language Conferences shall be held. The ex-

penses of these conferences shall be paid out of the reg-
ular Party treasury.

(b) These National Conferences shall formulate
plans for education and propaganda in their respective
languages, both legal and illegal, and shall elect Na-
tional Language Bureaus consisting of not less than
five and not more than seven members each, subject
to the approval of the Central Executive Committee.
All actions of these conferences shall be in strict con-
formity with the decisions of the Party Convention and
the Central ExecutiveCommittee.

Section 4. National Language Bureaus shall elect
editors for their legal and illegal publications, and shall
supervise all legal and illegal activities of their respect-
ive Federations, subject to the approval of the Central
Executive Committee,

Section 5. The minutes of the National Language
Bureaus shall be regularly submitted to the Central
Executive Committee and all their actions shall be sub-
ject to the direction, control and approval of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee.

Section 6. (a) TFor illegal work, the National Lan-
guage Bureaus shall connect with their respective
Branches through their Language Federation Chan-
nels, or if necessary, through regular Party channels
of communication,

(b) They shall have the right to appoint Organ-
izers, including District and Sub-distriet Language Or-
ganizers, subject to approval of the Central Executive
Committee,

(¢) Al Language Organizers shall work under the
supervision of the Party District Organizers in the
various distrets.

Section 7. National Language Bureaus shall trans-
late and transmit all statements, circulars and com-
munications addressed to the membership by the Cen-
tral Executive Committee, within one week after their
receipt. They shall issue at least once a month an un-
derground official organ in their respective languages,
subject to the approval of the Central Executive Com-
mittee.

Section 8. (a) Language Groups and Branches
shall pay all their dues and assessments through the
regular Party channels to the Central Executive Com-
mittee.

(b) By the 10th of each month the Central Execut-
ive Committee shall remit 20 cents of the dues received
from each member of the Language Branches to the
respective National Language Bureaus.

(¢) Additional expenses of Language Bureaus,
authorized by the Central Executive Committee shall
be paid from the regular Party treasury.

(d) The National Language Bureau shall account
to the Central Executive Committee regularly for all
funds entrusted to them and shall make regular fin-
ancial reports to the Central Executive Committee re-
garding all the legal institutions in their respective lan-
guages, subject to the audit of the Central Executive
Committee.

Section 9. (a) Special assessment for language
work may be recommended by the Language Bureaus
and may be levied by the Central Executive Committee
upon the entire Party membership.

(b) Special assessments may also be levied by the
National Language Bureaus on the membership of
their Federations, with the approval of the Central
Executive Committee.
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Section 10. Language Bureaus and Federations
shall have no power to suspend, expel or reorganize af-
filiations. All disciplinary powers are vested execlus-
ively in the regular Party organization machinery.

(b) Language Bureaus and Federations may re-
commend such suspension, expulsion or reorganization
to the party units having jurisdiction.

Section 11. District Language Conferences shall be
called by the District Executive Committee to discuss
educational and propaganda needs of their languages
in the district and to elect five members to the District
Language Bureaus. These, together with the Federa-
tion District Organizer and the Federation Sub-district
Organizer shall constitute the District Language Bu-
reau. The District Language Bureau shall carry on
the work in their respective languages under the direc-
tion of the District Executive Committee.

Article VIILI. Discipline.

Section 1. All members and Party units shall main-
tain and enforce strict Party discipline. All decisions
of the governing bodies of the Party shall be binding
upon the membership and subordinate units.

Section 2. The following offenses are breaches of
Party discipline:

1) Violation of the fundamental principles of the
program and the Constitution of the Party.

2) Refusal to accept and carry out the decisions of
the Party.

3) Willtully to block and disrupt Party work and
the co-operation of the various Party units.

4) Knowingly and unnecessarily to endanger the
underground work of the Party.,

5) In any way to betray the Party trust.

Section 3. Formal charges must be presented against
any member or unit accused of breach of discipline,
and these must be investigated - by the next higher
unit before discipline is enforeced,

Section 4. Members deliberately accusing any mem-
ber or unit of the Party, after accusation has been
found groundless by the investigating committee, are
subject to discipline.

Section 5. Members may be suspended or expelled
by the Branch Executive Committee subject to appro-
val of the Section Executive Committee.

Section 6. Groups may be suspended, expelled or
reorganized by the Section Executive Committee sub-

ject to the approval of the Sub-district Executive Com-
mittee.

Sectio_n 7. Branches may be suspended, expelled or
reorganized by the Sub-district Executive Committee
subject to the approval of the District Executive Com-
mittee.

Section 8. A Section or Sub-district may be sus-
pended, expelled or reorganized by the District Exe-
cutive Committee subject to the approval of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee.

Section 9. Districts may be suspended, expelled or
reorganized by the Central Executive Committee sub-
ject to the approval of the Convention.

Section 10. Members or groups suspended or ex-

pelled may appeal to the District Executive Committee
before final action is taken.

Section 11. Any higher unit in the Party may pre-
sent charges against any subordinate unit or member
within its jurisdiction.

Section 12. HEvery member.of the Communist Party
elected, or appointed to an official position in a labor
unioni or any other organization shall be under strict
Party control and the immediate instructions of the
Party nucleus of his labor union or other organization.

Section 13. No delegates to the National Conven-
tion shall be bound by decisions of the units by which
they are elected. Delegates are obliged to present in-
structions as recommendations to the Convention.

Section 14. The Central Exective Commitiee shall
maintain discipline over its members. It may suspend
or expel one of its members by a vote of eight to one,
accused member not voting.

Section 15. Any suspended or expelied member of
the Central Executive Committee shall have the right
to appeal in writing to the next National Party Con-
vention.

Articie IX. Finance.

Section 1.  Applicants for membership shall pay an
initiation fee of One Dollar, which shall be forwarded
to the National Organization.

Section 2. Monthly dues shall be sgixty cents and
shall be receipted for by dues stamps issued by the
Central Executive Committee and paid into the Na-
tional Party treasury through the regular Party chan-
nels. :

Section 8. Special assessments may be levied by the
Convention and the Central Executive Committee. No
member shall be considered in good standing unless he
pays such assessments, ws

Section 4. Members unable to pay dues and assess-
ments on account of sickness, unemployment, impri-
sonment, strikes or for similar reasons, shall be grant-
ed exemption upon application to the Branch Execut-
ive Committee. Group Organizers shall include such
requests in their reports, and Branch Organizers shall
report all exemptions granted every time they make
their remittances for dues.

Section 5. Dues shall be paid monthly. No advance
payments shall be made, and members who have not
paid dues by the first of the month for the previous
month, shall be considered in bad standing. A mem-
ber who is two months in arrears shall be dropped from
the membership, unless within one month after noti-
fication by the Group Organizer, he places himself in
good standing.

Article X. Party Press,

Section 1. The Central Executive Committee shall
publish the official underground organ of the Party,
which shall be issued at least once a month.

Section 2. The Central Executive Committee shall
issue a bi-weekly Party bulletin which shall be distri-
buted to the membership free of charge.

Section 3. Literature issued by the Party shall be
under the supervision of the editorial committee and
under the control of the Central Executive Committee,

Section 4. No subdivision of the Party may publish
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papers or books without the permission of the Central
Executive Committee. Over their own signature, Sec-
tions may issue leaflets, dealing with matters in their
locality, subject to the approval of the Central Exe-
cutive Committee or such District Committees as may
be so empowered by the Central Executive Committee.

Section 5.  All legal and illegal Party press and pub-
lishing machinery, including Federation press and es-
tablishments shall be unconditionally and fully subject
to the Party through its Central Executive Committee
or such other Party units as may be expressly author-
ized by the Central Executive Committee.

bute articles or editorials of a political or economic
nature to the bourgeois press except by permission of
the Central Executive Committee.

Article XI. Party Nuclei.

Section 1. The Central Executive Committee shall
provide for the organization of Communist Party nuc-
lei, composed of Communist Party members only, in
the shops, in the unions, and in other workers’ organi-
zations; within the army and navy, and ex-soldiers’

Section 6. No member of the Party shall contri- organizations.

The United Party

I. UNITY.

What means this Unity? What is the task before
us? In attempting to answer these questions a brief
review of the development of the Communist movement
in this country will not be out of place.

Young as the Communist movement in America is,
it has already received many a battle scar. It has
passed through a whole series of crises. Internal dis-
sension and vicious governfnent onslaughts make up
almost the whole of our history.

The World War and the Russian Revolution brought
into the Socialist Party a large membership of revolu-
tionary character. Inspired by the struggles of the
European workers and the victorious proletarian revo-
lution in Russia, and impelled by the cowardly and
traitorous conduet of their leaders, the Socialist mass-
es headed strongly toward the Left. The programs
of the various “Left” locals portrayed boundless en-
thusiasm for and loyalty to the world revolution. The
struggle against the Socialist Party bureaucracy wis
aided immeasurably by the unreserved alliance of ‘the
Slavic Language Federation with the Left. It was
mainly through these well-disciplined organization
that the Left Wing movement gained stability, and
clarity of purpose. Especially in the industrial centers
did the membership go over to the Left Wing groups
formed within the Socialist Party. Under the leader-
ship of such centers of revolutionary propaganda as
New York, Boston, and Cleveland the National Left
Wing Conference of June, 1919, was called.

The all-important question of this conference was
that o fthe necessity of continuing “Left” propaganda
in the Socialist Party until the National Convention.
Here came the now famous split. In this split lay
the root of all the divisions that followed. The dele-
gates of the Federations, fired by ardor for the prole-
tarian revolution in /Russia jJand congcious lf Kheir
strategic importance in the party struggle, allied them-
selves with the Michigan group to forthwith sever all
relations with the Socialist Party and immediately take
steps for the formation of a Communist Party. Those
delegates who held it necessary to continue “Left”
activity in the Socialist Party until the Convention,
formed the National Left Wing Council. After a few
weeks of sterile but costly strife the Organization
Committee of the Communist Party and the majority
of the National Council united for one Communist
convention.

September 1, 1919, saw the birth of the Communist
Party of America at Chicago. But the minority of
the National Council in alliance with some deeply dis-
appointed, though duly elected, delegates to the So-
cialist Party Convention, organized the Communist
Labor Party. There were approximeately sixty thou-
sand members in the two organizations. The Com-
munist Party had by far the larger number. Affer
the Conventions many efforts for unity were made,
but they were all in vain. .

The development o fthe world economic erisis, the
success of the Soviet Government, and the intense in-
dustrial unrest at home capped by extensive Com-
munist propaganda in fthe huge strikes brought a
brutal onslaught on the Communists by the Federal
and State authorities. Thousands were arrested for
deportation. Many leaders were imprisoned. The
movement was driven underground.

In the midst of the preliminary underground organ~
ization stage there came a split in the Communist
Party. The “minority’” faction of the Communist Party
went into joint convention with the Communist Labor
Party and formed the United Communist Party. The
two parties struggled on apart. A most bitter factional
spirit was engendered. For a while it seemed as if
the two Parties would never unite. However, under
the pressure of the needs and demands of the Com-
munist International, the Unity Convention was held.
We have finally achieved a united Communist move-
ment—The Communist Party of Amerieca.

Social movements, like some organism, may grow
through fissure. The continuous divisions in our ranks
were only steps—costly and undesirable as some of
them may have appeared—in the process of growth.
Much as this stream of dissension may have weakened
us, it has fortunately also served as a screen to cover
the retreat of the centrists and opportunists from the
revolutionary struggle. The weak and unclear have
deserted us en masse. Though we number today but
ten to twelve thousand, we are infinitely stronger than
we were in the heydays of 1919.

We need not delude ourselves. The Communist
movement in America is not yet a mass movement.
But many signs point toward our becoming a mass
movement in the near future. With the attainment
of Unity, the preliminary stage of preparing the ground
is drawing to a close. Our home front, the internal
Party affairs, will for some time yet claim consider-
able attention. However, problems of contact with the
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masses, live tactical issues, and questions of actual
flfass warfare will more and more make up our Party
ife. .

Unity is of inestimable significance to the American
labor movement. Unity heralds the fact that the van-
guard of the proletariat of America—the citadel of
world imperialism—is entering upon a period of inten-
sive Communist activity. The unification of Commun-
ist forces marks the period of transition from inter-
Party strife to extensive Communist action.

Enthusiasm, clarity of purpose, and discipline have
gone into the making of the unified Party. Our Pro-
gram and Constitution offer the best proof of this.
The Constitution shows that the knotty problems of
appointments and Federations have been settled in the
interests of the Communist movement. No time should
be lost to secure organizational readjustment.

In so far as vital points of action are concerned
our Program throbs with life. Mass action is nol long-
er a conglomeration of abstractions-—a fetish of words.
‘The Party recognizes that mass action is a process.
Our Program lays down a definite line of activity to
prepare the working masses for the final conflict. The
propriety and necessity of parliamentary activity is
no longer a matter of academic speculation. We frankly
state that the problem of our participation in the elec-
tion campaiegms is most urgent. Contact with the
broad laboring masses and the necessity of winning
them away from the union bureaucracy is faced most
realistically. In this phase especially can one see that
the unified Party is seriously preparing itself and de-
termined to actively participate in and direct the
struggles of the workers. The Communist Party bids
fair to soon become the vanguard of the proletariat in
America not merely in words but in life, in action,
and deeds—in revolutionary struggle.

II. THE TASK BEFORE US.

That the Communist Party in this country must
now function underground is beyond dispute.
This condition makes our work only more difficult.
It will not hurt us to admit that we have not yet had
a Communist Party of action. Our forces were small
and scattered. The process of clarifying principles
had to go on.

Many serious problems confront the unified Party.
There should be no delay in getting into the field
of action. First of all effective amalgamation of the
entire movement must be secured. This process may
be a slow one. To hasten it, we should lay aside all
the old factional policies and prejudices. Only thus
will the unity attained be organic and lasting. Not
until our internal Party front is in good order can we
.even hope fo become a tangible influence in the labor
movement. We must be united in purpose before we
can be united in action.

QOur policies and tactics must always be in full ac-
cord with the living principles of the Communist In-
ternational. Every vestige of “Left” sickness or op-
portunism must be rooted out. Far greater and much
more effective use of legal channels can and must be
made. Our legal activities, always under the complete
control of the Central Executive Committee of the
Party, should be amplified and intensified. We must
secure a new and more effective medium of legal ex-
pression. A plan of active participation in the com-
1ng election campaigns must be worked out.

Contact with the masses must not be an empty
phrase. Our union program should be put to the
fullest test. The problem of Communist nuclei in
unions and other workers’ organizations must have
maximum attention. The struggles of the workers
must be broadened and deepened. This can be done
through tireless, well-planned, Communist activity in
every field of the class struggle. Our membership
must make itself felt in the political, social, and in-
dustrial life of the proletariat. We can realize this
only if every member gives his undivided energy and
loyalty to the Communist movement,

Comrades, our task is a most arduous one. Its diffi-
culty is comparable only to its greatness. Let none
retreat or shirk. The proletarian revolution will not
be an accomplished fact until American imperialism’s
strangle hold on the world proletariat ends. Every
Communist is a soldier pledged to the cause of prole-
tarian victory. Unceasing Communist activity alone
will enable the working class to realize its historic
mission—the destruction of the American bourgeois
state and the establishment of the proletarian dicta-
torship based on Soviet power, and the introduction
of the Communist society. On with the Communist
task! On with the Communist struggle!

0_;

Autonomy and Centralization

IN THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

By Bistriansky.

The Third Congress of the Third International, to be
convened at the beginning of June, is confronted by
tremendous problems. The Second Congress which
assembled a year ago directed its efforts towards com-
batting, what Lenin called “Infantile Sickness of Left-
igm,” the anarchist and syndicalist diversions, the de-
nial of the value of parlamentarism and the necessity
of contact with the general trade union movement.
The forthcoming congress must adopt a series of clear-
cut and well-defined decisions which will put an end
to the disorganization that is being maliciously intro-
duced by certain persons who verbally accept Commun-
ism, but in action steadily undermine the colossal
struggle of the working class for the liberation of toil-
ing humanity from the yoke of wage-slavery.

Dittman and Crispien, the former representatives
of the German Independents, upon their return to Ger-
many after the Second Congress eplained their refusal

.to joain the Third International by the necessity of

national autonomy for their organizations, or their un-
willingness to submit to the Dictatorship of the Mos-
ecow “knout.” Under this banner, Hilferding and Cris-
pien brought about a split at the Halle Congress of the
Independent Social Demoerats. These arguments,
however, find wide currency not only in Germany, Pre-
cisely by the same arguments of autonomy, the neces-
sity of an independent tactic free from interference
by the Moscow “dictators” the Hallian Socialists ex-
plained their rejection of the 21 conditions and caused
a split in the ranks of the Italian proletariat.

For the Russian Communist Party these problems
are reminiscent of bygone days. Our Party has years
ago learned to solve the problem which now confronts
the international working class movement. Its fight-
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ing experience has taught the party to look upon every-
thing soberly and penetratingly, to discover the real
fundamental causes of all opportunist perversion of So-
cialism, and mercilessly expose the deceptive phrases
which are used by the opportunists and centrists as a
sereen to cover their retreat from the revolution.

The questions of centralization, of the autonomy of
local organization in relation to the party as a whole
was at one time a vital issue in the ranks of ‘the Rus-
sian Social Democratic Party.

After the second congress of our party in 1903, the
Mensheviks who, on the whole went together with the
Bolsheviks in question of programme and tactics, dis-
played their opportunism in organization questions;
they defended autonomy against centralization, they
shouted about bureaucracy, autocracy, just like the
centrists do now. They wail about the demand for un-
conditional submission to Moscow, and bitterly com-
plain of its dictatorial arrogance. The Mensheviks
were in favor of the democratic principle in the party
and against militant centralization necessitated by the
intense revolutionary struggle against centralized
czarist autocracy.

It is characteristic that not only in Russia, but also
in Western IKurope the revisionists (opportunists)
were always in favor of autonomy, of reducing party
\discipline to next to nothing, and thereby created dis-
organizing tendencies. Th German revisionists, too,
shouted about bureaucracy and centralism, when the
radical executive of the party attempted to control the
opportunistic practices of the local organization.

It is not accidental that opportunism hag never con-
fined itself to programme and taectics, but also em-
braced organization questions. The character of an
organization is directly determined by the aims and
purposes which it strives to accomplish. Immediately
an organization, whether it is a party or a combination
of parties upon an international scale, assumes the
task of conducting a revolutionary strugele, it must
develop within its rank the utmost power of cohesion,
a real military diseipline, for without that the organ=
ization is bound to suffer defeat in the class war. On
the other hand, the organization which stands for re-
forms, for organic evolution, does not perceive the
necessity of centralism and discipline, but favors a
democratic form of organization and clamors against
bureaucratism and centralization,

Thanks to the capitalist mode of production and its
factory schooling, the proletariat has perfectly com-
prehended the value of discipline and organization,
which is not aceessible to the mind of the petty bour-
geois elements who are pressed into the ranks of the

proletariat. It is precisely the factories which have
disciplined the proleariat and welded it into immengse
organizations. The bourgeois world disunited the
workers by competition, crushes it by the weight of
forced labor; capitalism hurls the working masses
down into the chasm of destitution, condemning) them
to starvatiou and degeneration. The working class is
able to withstand these corruptive tendencies only on
one condition, if it can strengthen its ideological unity
under the banner of Communism by the unity of or-
ganization which should weld millions of workers into
one invineible army of the working classes.

If the army will close its ranks the edifice of inter-
national capitalism will soon collapse. The Russi?.n
proletariat, under the leadership of the Communist
Party, first defeated opportunism in organization ques-

_tions, and later coped with it in questions of program

and tactics. It put an end to autocracy and then to
capitalism. Its example must be like a guiding star.
for the European and world proletariat that is prepar-
ing to deliver a death blow to capitalism. Without
centralization, without iron unity which the enemies
of the working class—the bourgeoisie and its under-
lings—designate as “bureaucratism” and “dictator-
ship,” the working class will never conquer the bour-
geoisie,

This truth has been established by the experience of
the many years of struggle of the Russian workers.
Its validity is further corroborated by the entire course
of the world revolution which thus far has failed to
conguer, because of the lack of unity of the proletarian
vanguard and the absence of strict discipline in its
ranks.

At the beginning of the 20th century the Russian
proletariat, as represented by its vanguards, gave an
lluminating example of how to fight opportunism on
questions of organization. Similarly the vanguard of
the international proletariat at the Third Congress of
the Third International will take effective measures
to counter-act all attempts of opportunists to introduce
disruption into the ranks of the proletarian army and
undermine the unity which was established by the
resolution of the Second Congress of the Communist
International. ‘Organization opportunism is most defi-
nitely connected with opportunism n program and tac-
tics. This is the lesson of the entire history of the
Russian working class movement. The working class
parties of Western Europe, which now, after decades
of peaceful development, are approaching very closely
to the most difficult problem of the organization of
the masses for the revolutionary struggle for the cap-
ture of power must learn the lesson.

The Communist Party and its Tasks

By David Damon.

The Communist International was founded in March,
1919; the Communist Party of England was organized
in August, 1920; the Communist Party of Germany,
in the sense that it came into existence after the split
of the Independent Socialist Party, was organized in
the early months of 1921; the Communist Party of
France was born in January, 1921; the Communist
Party of Italy in January, 1921; the two Communist

Parties of the United States came into existence in
September, 1919. These dates show, that while the
Communist parties in the major European countries
came into existence from fifteen months to two years
after the First Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional, the Communist parties of the United States
were organized within six months after that congress.
Actually most of the organizations and members that
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participated in the organization of these parties were
out of the Socialist Party in less than three months
after the organization of the Communist International.

It is only necessary to thus state the facts to find
at once the explanation of the nearly two years of bit-
ter internal struggle which the Communist Party of
this country went through before it became a unified
organization. In all the major European cuontries and
many of the smaller ones—in Czecho-Slovakia the
Communist Party was organized last fall and in Spain

congress is just being held at which the split of the
Socialist Party is expected to take place—there were
many months of educational propaganda and discus-
sion within the Socialist parties before the division
tookplace which separated the Communists from the
"Yellow Socialists and the Centrists of the Two-and-a-
Half International. When the split of the Socialist
Parties did come in these countries it-was a clean
break, based upon a division on the gquestion of prin-
* ciples, principles which had been discussed for nearly
two years, in some instances, before every party unit
and debated by the opposing factions in national con-
ventions.

In contrast to this the Communist movement deve-
loped in the United States in 2 hip-hip-hurrah fashicz:
This was partially the result of the drastic action of
the Right Wing Socialist Party officialdom. At the
first sign of revolt wihtin the party this officialdom
endeavored to destroy the Left Wing by wholesale ex-
pulsions from the party, thus precipitating the brealk
within the party. Through this course of action it not

only injured itself, but the coming Communist party, -

for through its tactics of expulsion it aligned with the
Left Wing thousands of members who did not belong
there and who would have remained in the Socialist
Party had the issues between the two factions been as
clearly defined and definitely understood through a
long intra-party discussion, such as have taken place
in the European countries. The issues which were
fought out within the Socialist parties of Europe were
consequently fought out in the United States between
the two Communist parties and within these parties
after the break with the Socialist Party. The Com-
munist parties gradually lost the non-Communist
elements during the nearly two years gone by, as the
membership was successively tested brutal govern-
mental oppression and the clarification of principles
which took place at each new shikt of the party situa-
tion. As a result, there were less than a thousand of
the orginal ten or fifteen thousand members of the,
Communist Labor Party who came into the United
Communist Party and of the forty or fiftythousand
Communis t Party members not more than ten or
twelve thousand are reunited in our party formed at
the last unity convention.

Factionalism of a different type, more personal in
character, undoubtedly played its part in the divisions
and re-divisions, but this factionalism would not have
been able by itself to bring about these divisions. It
found a fertile field in which to operate because of the
various shades of opinions of the membership which
split away from the Socialist Party.

The achievement of unity between the Communist
Party and the United Communist Party, in the light of
what appears above, marks not only the formal unity
of two organizations, but the unity of a membership
which through two years of acid tests has developed
a clarity of principles and understanding of Commun-

ism, which makes it fit to become the backbone of a
powerful Communist movement in this country.

That the two years of struggle has left only those
members who were clearest in their understanding of
Communist principles and tactics, or those who during
the two years gained a clearer grasp of those tactics—
and who among the party members has not ?7—is shown
by the. fact that the Central Executive Committee of
the unified party is able to say, in its manifesto to the
membership, “Ne compromise was needed on either
side to reach agreement on principles. The discussion
soon showed that on program there was practically un-
animity of opinion. ..”

With such membership, now united in one party, a
new era should begin for the Communist Movement in
this country, an era in which the bitterness and strife
of fac_tlonal struggle will give way to an era of con-
structive work in building a powerful party as the
heart and centre of a great aggressive mass movement
of the American workers against capitalism.

The orgnization form.of the new party is, frankly, a
compromise, such a compromise as was inevitable in
the clash of two extremes as those respectively occu-
pied by the U. C. P. and the C. P. o nthe question of
language federations. The compromise rids the part
of what the U. C. P. considered the most dangerous
elements of the C. P. constitution, and at the same
time makes provision for language agitation and pro-
paganda in such form as to meet the criticism of the
U. C. P. organization form, that no effective organs
to perﬁorm this work were provided in its constitution.
In which direction the future shift will be made can be
left to be determined by experience, which will very
likely eliminate this question as one of great import-
ance, or at least develop new alignments.

THE PARTY’S TASKS.

The.first great task before the party concerns the
party itself. A new spirit must be created within the
organization. Not only must the two existing party
organizations be welded together formally, but the
membership must be welded together and a new party
morale created. This holds good not only as between
the former U. C. P. and C. P. membership, but also
between different groups which existed in the two
parties.

Two years of factionalism has left its mark upon
the membership. Factionalism between the two par-
ties bred further factionalism within the parties, which
was not always of a very high character. It became
the custom for every little party group which didn’t
like every detail of the party policy or the party leader-
ship, to become a faction which refused to work, or
even sabotaged the party work, unless it could have its
own way. With the unification of the Communist
Party that must end. A new spirit of co-operation and
loyalty to the party must be built up. The member-
ship must not spend its time trying to find pin-head
points of criticism, but in giving whole-hearted sup-
port to the constructive work upon which all are ag-
reed. Criticism of shortcoming there must be, when-
ever there are such as to deserve it, but not that criti-
cism, with which the movement has been cursed, which
is merely a desire to find fault with those who have
assumed the burden of party leadership.

The members of the party must keep constantly in
their minds the part that the Communist Party has
to play in the emancipation of the working class, and
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give hearty and loyal support to the work of fitting it
by petty politics or to permit the party to become the
for that part, refusing to be distracted from that work
football of those who would play such a game. There
must be discipline and loyalty. The Communist Party
is an outlaw organization in practically every capital-
ist country of importance. Everywhere there is perse-
cution and oppression. Read the roster of the capital-
ist countries and in each Communists are being sent to
prison, in some cases by the score. No movement which
cannot create an inner discipline and loyalty which
unites 1t as the iron ingots are united in the sheet of
armorplate, can hope to exist, to say nothing of lead-
ing the working class to victory, against the odds
which the Communist Party has to face. Such a unity
has been sadly lacking heretofore. To create such a
unity within the party is the first task of the party
leadership co-operating with the party membership.

THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT.

The Communist Party is not a mass movement. It
must be made up of a tested, educated membership.
Every Communist Party member should be fitted by
the party to become a leader of the working class
masses. While the party is not a mass movement, the
party must be the centre of and have control of a mass
movement which it leads into action. The conception
of the party must be that of steel rods in concrete con-
struction, which unite and tie together the great mass
of cement and stone. Thug the Communist Party must
unite and bind together the working class masses.

The most woeful failure of the Communist parties
of the United States has been that they have not been
able to create a working class movement under their
leadership. In this work hardly a beginning has been
made, and it is for this work that Communist Party
eXists.

The unemployment situation will serve to illustrate
the character of the work which is the fundamental
task of the party. The unemployed are scattered
through hundreds, perhaps thousands of cities and
villages. These unemployed might on their own ac-
count begin agitation, but it would be a sporadic, scat-
tered effort, without coherence or unity of program.
It iz just such a situation which tk e Communist Party
exists to meet. It is its part to develop an unemployed
program, to create unemployed committees, in which
its members take the leadership, to unite the unem-
ployed committees in various cities and develop united
action by the unemployed. It runs like a steel rod
among the millions of unemployed, uniting them upon
a common program and for common action.

The Communist Party may hand out to the unem-
ployed masses its program calling for the overthrow
of the capitalist government of the United States and
the establishment of the Soviet Government from now
until doomsday, if it is satisfied with such theoretical
presentation of its program. The unemployed workers
will read the program—and probably wonder what fool
drew up such proposals. Afe w may understand and
these few may become recruits for the Communist
Party, but the government that is to be overthrown
will go blithely along, not much concerned with the
effort to overthrow it. But if the Communist Party
fulfils its function of organizing the unemployed, cre-
ating an unemployment program that deals with real-

ities, drawing the unemployed into mass meetings,
mass demonstrations, in support of this program,
which brings them in conflict with the capitalist gov-
ernment, and in the course of which they feel the mail-
ed fist of the capitalist government, then it will lay
the foundation for arraying these masses against the
capitalist government, and, when the time is ripe, of
throwing them into action against it.

It is not too late for the united party to make its
first real application of Communist tactics in the Uni-
ted States in the unemployed situation. The reports
indicate that in place of improvement, unemployment
grows worse. Whatever savings the workers were able
to make during the better times gone by, are or soon
will be exhausted. The bitterness of the unemployed
will grow. They are more ripe for action than in the
early days of no work. Let the unified Comrunist
Party show its calibre by its handling of the unem-
pioyed situation.

What has there been written in regard to unemploy-.
ment ilustrates the task of the Communist Party in
other fields. In the struggle against the reactionary
trade union leaders and to create more effective forms
of union organization, it must fulfill the same function
that has been outlined in relation to unemployment.
The party tacics includes the creation of Communist
party groups in the unions, in the shops, in every kind
of organization. Through these groups the organiza-
tions in which they function must be used to widen the
spread of Communist agitation and create a greater
Communist Movement. It must take up every ques-
tion of moment that affects the life of the workers, as
these questions develop in the life of the nation, for-
mulating its policy and agitating for that policy. Un-
employment, the open shop, strikes, freedom for poli-
tical and industrial prisoners, the burden of militarism
and navalism, these are issues for Communist agita-
tion. Only by skilfully directing its agitation on such
question toward the goal of arraying the workers in
opposition to the capitalist government, can the move-
ment be developed which will overthrow that govern-
ment, The Bolshevik slogan of the November revolu-
tion was “Bread and Peace.” The slogan which will
inspire the movement of the workers of the United
States which will overthrow the capitalist government
here, probably has not yet been coined, but it is certain
that the slogan will have the same relation to facts
of the life of the workers that “Bread and Peace” had
to the life of the Russian workers in November, 1917.

The end of factional struggle between the rival or-
ganizations and the formulation of a program which
has the united support of all factions, removes the ob-
stacles which have been chiefly responsible for the
sterile character of the work of the Communist par-
ties in this country. The unified party must write
upon the blank page of the record of the future which
lies open before it, a more glorious record than has
been writen thus far. It must prove its right to be the
representative of the Communist International in the
struggle against the most powerful capitalist state in
the world. Its task is one which requires all the ability
that can be mustered within its ranks and one that
should inspire every member of the party with an
earnest determination that with the new unity shall
begin a new era of party service and party loyalty,
which will send the party in quick progress along the

‘road toward its goal, the establishment of the Soviet

Government of the United States.
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The World Congress of the Communist International

A circular addressed by the Executive Committee
of the Communist International to all the proletarian
organizations affiliated or desire to belong to the Com-
munist International.

On the 1st of June, 1921, the Third World Congress
of the Communist International will open in Moscow.
We are convening the Congress two months before the
time fixed by the counstitution. @ We are convinced,
however, that all affiliated Parties will agree that the
best interests of the cause imperatively demand an
earlier date for the Congress.

During the nine months that have elapsed since the
Second Congress of the Communist International, a
number of parties have carried on an extensive discus-
sion upon various questions which the Second Congress
formulated. In a number of countries the differentia-
tion has gone so far as to create an open rupture be-

tween the Communists and the adherents of the ‘“‘cen~ .

tre.” In Germany, France, England, Sweden, Nerway,
Roumania, Jugo-Slavia, Greece, Switzerland, Belgium
and other countries the split between the Communists
and the adherents of the intermediary 214 “Interna-
tional” is an accomplished fact. In other countries,
such as Czeko-Sicvakia, a split is a matter of the near
future. In Italy the Communists have organized their
own Party. Of the present “Socialist” party, which
unites avowed Reformists and vacillating revolutiona~
ries, all the healthy elements will gradually split away
and join the Communist Tnternational. In America
the amalgamation of all Communist sections is about
to be accomplished. -

All these events must be properly appraised by the
Communist International. The Executive Committee
of the Communist Internationale during this period
has made some very important decisions. For these
decisions it will give account before the entire Com-
munits International. Ifirst of all the Third Congress
must ascertain to what extent all the affiliated Par-
ties have carried out the conditions which were formu-
lated by the Second Congress. A complete period in
the activities of the Communist International is being
brought to a close. Prior to its First Congress the Com-
munist International passed through its nebulous pre-
paratory stage. Between the First and Second Con-
gress the Communist International passed through its
primary agitational period. The Communist Interna-
tional was not yet a well defined international organ-
ization. It was only a banner. The period between
the Second and Third Congress is the period of inten-
sive differentiation and the organization of real Com-
munist Parties. The Third Congress will review the
past work and impart to the Communist Internation-
al a completeness of organization and the finishing
touch to its tacties.

The provisional Agenta drafted by the Executive
Committees has been published in the press. The
first point is the Report of the Executive Commit-
tee. During the nine months that have elapsed since
the Second Congress the Executive Committee has
taken a very direct and active part in the struggle and
splits which occurred in a number of Parties. In con-
nection with this there were naturally some protests
raised against the Executive Committee. Whether it

has correctly carried out the line of action formulated
by the Second Congress will be decided by the Third
Congress. At any rate the Communist International

-must determine a clear-cut and definite order: the Ex-

ecutive Committee is wholly responsible to the regular
World Congress. To it appeals can be made against
this or that decision of the Executive Committee. But
from Congress to Congress the entire control belongs
to the Executive Committee. Its decisions must be car-
ried out. Without this the existence of the Communist
International as a centralized, disciplined international
organization is rendered impossible, If the Commun-
ist International is designated the International of ac-
tion, it necessarily follows that this international fight-
ing organization must have its chief headquarters, in
respect to which discipline must be maintained not only
in words, but in deeds.

The second point on the agenda is headed: “The
World Economic Crisis and the New Problems of the
Communist International.” The “theoreticians” of the
two-and-a-half International, Otto Bauer, Hilferding,
Kautsky and Co. assert that after the conclusion of the

.imperialist war the bourgeoisie is succeeding in restor-

ng a new economic equilibrium and that Europe is en-
tering upon a new era of a continuous organic devel-
opment on the basis of a peaceful “revival” of the
capitalist system. Hence the leaders of the 214 In-
ternational, not to speak of the leaders of the openly
treacherous Second International draw certain praecti-
cal deductions. Hence the especially abominable tran-
sitional of all these parties, like the German Indepen-
dents and the French Longuetists, into the camp of
open counter-revolution. The Third Congress is con-
fronted with the task of exposing on the basis of a
precise study of facts, after a searching analysis of
the economic crisis with all its horrors of unparalleled
unemployment and destiution of the masses, the utter
folly of the reformist illusions, the stupidity of all

-those who believe in the future of a regenerated capi-

talism and preach to the working class the petty-bour-
geois gospel of ‘“peace and order.” The third and fourth
points are: ‘“The Tactic of the Communist Internation-
al During Revolution,” and “The Transitional Period”
(partial demands, partial clashes and the final revo-
lutionary battle). In a transitional period like that
through which we are now passing, two trends mani-
fest themselves in the camp of the revolutionary move-
ment. Some say: Assuming, that we are already
on the eve of the revolution, what is the use of putting
forward partial demands?”’ If we emphasize our par-
tial demands, why should we repeat every time the en-
tire programme ?—say others. We shall not expend
ocur energies in partial clashes, we shall accumulate
them for the last decisive battle, say some. We must
utilize every occasion to provoke an open clash, say
others. The Third Congress will review the concrete
experience of the Russian Comrades on the eve of the
revolution, as well as the experience of the German
workers and the proletarians of all other countries.
The Third Congress must draw the most definite tac-
tical line for all Communist Parties. It should be
equally averse to sectarianism and to the lure of mo-
mentary success. It should aim to bring the Commun-
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ist Parties into the closest contact with the widest
masses, but at the same time preserve their irreconci-
lability toward the bourgeois state and their unflinch-
ing fidelity to revolutionary Marxism.

The fifth and sixth points deal with the internation-
al labor movement, the struggle with the Amsterdam
vellow Association of Trade Unions and the Interna-
tional Council of Red Trade Unions. This-is one of the
most mmportant questions on the agenda of the Third
Congress. The struggle within the labor movement is
assuming an intense form. Upon this struggle de-
pends the decision of the conflict between the Second
and Third International, i. e., between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat. Presently the trade unions com-
prise tens of millions of workers.

To win over to our side the trade unions means to
win the proletariat. The tactic of formation of Com-
munist nuclei within the trade unions which was
formulated by the Second Congress, has fully justified
itself. It gave serious results in Germany, in France,
in England and other countries. The Amsterdam Yel-
low organization has sustained the first heavy blows.
The Yellow Amsterdam leaders are dismayed. At one
moment they are willing to make some concessions
and at another they proceed to expel from the trade
unions every adherent of the Communist International.
This is a sure sign of the impending complete disrup-
tion. The Third Congress will summarize the results
of the struggle against Amsterdam and outline a sys-
tematic plan of campaign for the future. Moreover,
the Third Congress must clearly define the inter-rela-
tionship between the Communist International and
the Red Trade Union International: whether we shall
have two parallel international organizations with the
Communist International as the leading organization,
or whether we shall have only one Communist Inter-
national composed not only of political parties but also
of all proletarian organizations, including the Red Trade
Unions, which agree in principle with the Communist
International. In this latter event the Red Trade 1Inion
International would only be a section of the Commun-
ist International. We can put up many arguments for
and against these decision of this problem in the devel-
opment of the international workers’ movement. All
organizations belonging to the Communist Internation-
al should consider this question very carefully from
all angles and come to an accurate decision at the Third
Congress.

The seventh and eighth points on the agenda deal
with questions of organization: the construction of
the Communist parties, methods and character of their
work; the construction of the Communist Internation-
al and its relation to the parties which are its mem-
bers. Here two groups of questions must be discuss-
ed. The first group: How each separate Communist
Party should be constructed. In Western Europe, we
notice even among the Communist Parties, that a per-
manent organization hardly exists. Only during elec-
tions or upon extraordinary occasions all members of
the party become active. But there are no regular ac-
tive Communist groups in the mills, factories, mines
and railroads, in villages and institutions, in the trade
unions and co-operatives. Nor is there any method
of iron discipline combining these groups with the
party centre. We must put an end to this state of
affairs. The Third Congress will take this up. The
other group of organization questions, which the Third
Congress will take up, are the questions: how far does

the autonomy of the separate parties go in relation
to the Executive Committee of the Communis Inerna-
tional? How a centralized international proletarian
organization should be constructed, which will really
be capable of leading the international struggle of the
proletariat; what should be done in order to improve
the international ties of the separate Communist par-
ties, between each other and the Executive Commit-
tee of the Communist International. In other words
—upon what basis of organization should the Com-
munis International be constructed, in order that it
may be capable of coping with the daily increasing
problems with which it is entrusted.

The Eastern question is the ninth. The Communist
International made its first successes in its work
among the peoples of the East. The Baku Congress
of the Peoples of the East was undoubtedly of a great
historical importance. The coming congress of the
Peoples of the Far East will also play its part. The
Third Congress will have. to discuss the Eastern ques-
tion not only theoretically as it did at the Second Con-
gress, but also practically. The victory of the world
proletarian revolution cannot be achieved without a
revolution in Asia. Each proletarian Communist must
know this. Only then will the worker Communists be
fully armed theoretically against the “European” op-
portunism of the Hilferdings and other heroes of the
Two-and-a-half International, who only have a hateful
sneer towards the enslaved peoples of the East. The
tenth point on the agenda, about the Italian Socialist
Party, will be of utmost importance. The Italian So-
cialist Party was a member of the Communist Inter-
national. Owing to the influence of the “centrist” agi-
tation of Serrati, the Congress of this Party at Livorno
refused to put into action the conditions put by the
Second Congress of the Communist International for
all parties. The group of Serrati, having a majority
at the Congress, wished the Communist International
to accept such leading agents of capital, as the old and
world-famous reformists: Turati, Modiliani, D’Alra~
gona, Treves and Co., that is, the Italian Dittmans,
Bernsteins, and Longuets. For the sake of unity with
these reformists who had 14,000 votes at the Congress
at Livorno, the leaders of the Italian “centre” with
Serrati at the head, broke away from the 58,000 prole-
tarian Communists. Serrati betrayed the decisions of
of the Second Congress. At Livorno the motal vietors
over the “center” were practically the reformists with
Turati at their head. The worker Communists formed
an independent Communist Party. Under the circum-
stances the Executive Committee of the Communist
Internationale considered that it is its duty to recog-

.nize the young Communist Party of Italy as the only

ssection of the Communist International, and to expel
the party of Serrati which refused to abide by the de-
cisions of the Second Congress from the Communist
International. The Italian Socialist Party protested
against this and appealed against the decision of the
Executive Committee to the next congress of the Com-
munist Interntional. Every party has an undoubted
right to such an appeal, and the Executive Committee
is prepared to submit this dispute before the Third
Congress for decision.

Knowing the customs and morals of the “centrist”
leaders, who like to dodge distinct replies to ques-
tions, the Excutive Committee in a special letter to
the Executive Committee of the Italian Socialist Party
declared: We invite you to the Third Congress, but we
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demand that your delegates to the Third Congress of
the Communist International have the power to give
final answers to the questions of the Third Congress.
(2) We demand that you reply and exactly: Do you
agree to the expulsion from the Communist Interna-
tional of the Turati, Treves group, as this entire dis-
pute consists only of this,

The Italian question has become of universal impor-
tance. In Germany the group of Levi, which has long
since made an effort to form a sort of right wing in
the Communist International, glad of the Italian ar-
gument, commenced to make assurances that the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Communist International
made tactical mistakes on this question, that the Ex-
ecutive Committee preaches ‘‘mechanical” splts, ete.

Th Third Congress will clarify this question abso-
lutely, decide it in principle, clarify the argument of
all the minor and casual points, and show to each and
every one, that those who do not put the 21 conditions
into action, cannot be members of the Thrid Interna-
tional. The March incident of the German Commun-
ists brought serious differences of opinion among the
United Communist Party of Germany. Levi was ex-
pelled from the party and the Executive Committee
of the Communist International agreed to this expul-
sion. The Third Congress will certainly have to dis-
cuss these tactical problems, raised in connection with
the March incidents.

The question of the relation of the Third Congress
to the Communist Labor Party of Germany will also
be on the agenda. This party will have to give its
final answer, whether it agrees to universal discipline
or not. Furthermore, the woman question, the move-
ment of the young people, ete., are also on the agenda
of the Congress.

Finally, the Executive Committee of the Communist
International decided to put on the agenda the very
important question of the economic policy and the gen-
eral situation of the first republic in which the prole-

tariat has taken the power, Soviet Russia.

We ask all the parties and unions belonging to and
wishing to become members of the Communist Inter-
national, to open a wide discussion immediately in the
press and at the meetings on the question on the
agenda of the Third Congress. We further ask that
the question of elections to this Congress be discussed
immediately. The Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International unanimously decided to propose
to all parties: 1) That delegations to the Congress be
as numerous as possible; 2) That delegations be com-
posed at least one-third of members of the Executive
Committees of the various Parties, and two-thirds
from among the membership of the larger local organ-
izations, more connected with the laboring masses. We
consider this last decision of extraordinary importance.
We want the Third Congress to be attended by as
many workers as possible, by those directly reflecting
the temper of the proletarian masses. The Executive
Committee also asks that the delegations should con-
sist partly of representatives of the Women’s Workers
and Communist Youth. A

The preparatory work of the Congress (the prelimi-
nary discussions, etc.) are of no less importance than
the Congress itself. The decisions of the Third Con-
gress must be prepared and discussed by the workers
at tens and hundreds of meetings in the different coun-
trie. There is very little time left. To work!

The Executive Committee asks all parties and unions
to send through their delegates written detailed re-
port of the work done by these parties during the
past year.

The Executive Committee further asks that all par-
ties appoint speakers on the different points of the
agenda of the Congress and propose resolution on
these questions.

With Communist greetings,

G. ZINOVIEV,

Chairman of the Executive Committee,
Communist International.

Published by the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party of America
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