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The first year's activity of the Communist
International was devoted principally to propa-
gandu and epreading of Communist jdeas. At
the pretent moment, before the Second Con-
gress of the Communist International, the world
wide orgunization of she proletariat is eniering
& new phase: the Communist Iuterpational is
entering the period of organization and construc-
ton. Hitherto in the various countries there
existed oply Communist tendencics amongst the
workers, At the present moment, in nearly
every country where there s a serfous working-
clars movement, we have no longer tendencies,
but Communist organizations and parties, This
circumstance must move the Second Cougress
of the Internationul to take up a perfectly cienr
and exact position on the subject of the of the
role of the Communist Party before and after
the conyuest of power by the working class.
Amoungst certain supporters of Communism (the
“Left” movement in Germary, the Bupporters
of the 1. W. W. in America, certain groups of
revolutionay Siyndicalista and Aparchists) there
may be noticed ap jnsufficient estimate of the
role of the Communist Party, as such, and even
& direct denial of the necessity of the existence
of a Communist Party. This wil} serve as an
additivnal motive v impel the Second (ongress
of the Communist Internationa) clearly and
definitely to deal with the question stated above.

(1) The Communist Party s a section of the
working clags, To be more precise, its most
advunced, its most class-consclous, and there.
fore, fts most revolutionary section. The Uom-
Comn:inist Party has no interests distinct from
thos= of the working class. The party is distig.
gulshed from the general mass of the workers
by the fact that ft reviews the whole historical
development of hte working class 1 (s exii.
ety rnt cerbveg gt ever: trraing goiny i
that path, to defend the Interests not of sepa:
rate professions, but of the working class 23 a
whole. The Communist Party is that lever of
political organization with the help of which the
foremurt section of the working class guides
along the right road tbe whole mass of the
proletariut and semi-proletariat. '

(2} Until the time when state power
been conquered by the proletariat, until

time when the proletariat has once and
all firmly  established ity supremacy, and
secured the working class
restorntion—nntil  that time the Communist
Party will naturally fnclude in f{ts organizegd
ranks only & minority of the workers, ntil
the seizure of power, and iIn the transitjonal
period, the Communist Party may, under faver-
able circumstances, enjoy and undivided ideo-
political influence on al) the proleta. tan oud
semi-proletarian elements of. the population, bLut
cannct unite them in an organized fashion with.
in ltsf tanks.  Only when the proletarian dicia-
torship hus deprived 1he capitalisy class of xach
mighty weapons as the pres3, the rchool, 1u1lia-
ment, the church, the apparatus of Rouvernmnent,
ete, only when the final Jefeats of the bhour
grofs order becomes apparent to all—only then
wil all. or wmearly all, the workers bekln to
enter the ranks of tht Communist Party,

(3 Fhe idea of & party munsd be very st
¥ distinguished from the jdea of a class. Tue
members . of the “Christian” and the Uil ra}
professional nnions of Germany, England, and
other countries gpre undoubtedly a section !
“the womking class. The more or less considcer.
able masses of workers who il support the
Scheidemunns, Gompers and (o, are undou.
tedbh 8 sectlon of the working class. |n given
historicsl  circumstances {here may bLe pre
gent In the working «lass reactionary strains
of Irage numerica lstrength. The proMem of
Communisn
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the
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has
against a bourgecis

does  not  consist in  the I'arty
adapiing itselfl to these backward sectlon oY
the working ¢lass, but in raising the whule

working class to the level of #ta Communist
vanguard., The confusion of thera two idens—
party and class-~muy lead to the freatest pos.
tible mistukes and choos, Thus, tor exampie,
it I8 clear that, in spite of the mood or tne
orejudices,  detending  the  historical interests
M the proletarint --Intervsts which  demanded
on the port of the profetarien purty a d.rla-
ritton of war agninst war,

Thus, for exwmmnple, at the begining o
the Imperiallse wur §1 1914, the wsoclultraitor
of all countries supporiing the bourpsohie of
“thelr” country, with common acord  ad fuced
in their  detenrs the  claim that  :wh
was  the will of the working  cluss, Ard

Congrese on the Role of the Communist Party

they forgot that, even if this were rot so,
the duty of the proletarian pary, onder.
swch couditione, was to declare itself against
the opinion of the majority of the workers
and to defend the historical interests of the
proletariat in spite of all. Thus, in the early
vears of the twentieth century, the Russ'an
Monsheviks of the time the so called “eco
nomijsts” repudiated an open political struggle
akainst’ Tsurismm on the basis that, forsooth,

the working class as a whole had po' ye:
attained to an understanding of the pobh-
tical estruggle.

4) The Communist International s un-
shakably convinced that the collapse of the
old “social-democratic’’ parties of the znd

International cam in no wite be represented
at 8 oollapee of proletarian party life altozetuer,
The period of direct struggle of tne dictatorship
o the proletariat gives birth 10 & new party
of the proletariat—the Communiat Party,
t6) The Communist, International decieively
respudiates the view that the proletariat can
in aby way accomplish fts revolution without
having ity own independent poltical party,
Every class strugzle s a political struggle.
The aim of that =truggle, foovitabhly transform.
ng itself into a civil war, is the conques:. of
politica) power. But political power cannot be
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One Day’s Pay
The wecond convention of the Commy-

nist Party adopted o resoiution  calling

upon the members to contribute ONE
LALD Ta N6 gutil o gan.zatiia.
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In accordance with the decision of the

¢ (onveution, the . C, E. C. issuos this call |
to all members of the Communist Party to
sontribute one day's pay for the national
organization,

t - Comrsdes, the need is great. You know

ft. We neced not waste. :ime and space

telling you about it b
The Communist Party s unified and

solidifierd on the basls of pripciples ang

s taclcs as never hefore in its bistory.

There. are difficult tacks abead of us—
orpanization, education. propagxanda, ard p
agitaticn.

The rpirit, tlie will, the dectermination
e energy exists to carry on this Lighly
inuportunt work.

BUT WITHOUT FUNDS WE CANNCT
CARKY ON!

Cumrades! Rally 1o tbhe suppori ol the
Comnnunist Farty!

IV ONE DAY'S PAY TO MAKE THE
PARTY A PARTY OF ACTION.

FOOPOOL 00006500 POLrOPOPOIOPIIOOOLTEL 404000000

asenmed, organized, and directed except by ane
wulitieal party or another. Only in :ho case
when the proletariat has a guide an nrgunized
and experienced party, with strictly dcfined
aime and a concretely worked out program ot
immediate activity both ia fnternal and i
external yolitics, will the econqguest of polifsal
power not be & mere sceldental ¢pi-ode, Lul wi?
serve as the point of departure of a prolunged
petiod of Communist reconsiruction by the pro-
leturiat, M

The same clusy struggld requires the seon-
tralization at one point of the general dircetion
of the varlous forms of the proletariun move-
ment  (the  Trade Usidong, the Co-op “ntive,
‘actory and workshop commitices, educutionul®
worl, electionmr, and ro forth). OLly a pob-
tical party can uet ak a general unitying and
gulding ecentre of this lind, The refmrel (o
create and strengthen it, and to wve coutrollod
hy it, wignifies a refusal (o admit unity of con
trol of the isolated Aghung detachments of
the proletariat serving ouy various fronts, }in-
ally, the cluss stragele of  the  projotarii!
requires corcentrated aghtation, throwing lgnt
un the various stapes of the s'rigeio from &
rirele point of view, and  concemirating  tue
attention  of  the peoletanat atl rvery  givens
woluent o defirtte problems comnmoy to  the
whole of the working cluvs,  This -unnet be

in the Prolctarian Revoluion,

«chieved without a centralized political appa-
ratus, that is, without a political party. Con-
sequently, the propeapyanda of the revolutionary
svndicalists and of the supporters of the In-
dustrial Workers of the World against the ne:
cegsity of an independent working class party,
objectively speaking, has helpe8, and Aaelps,
only the capitalist class and counter revolu-
tiopary “Social Democrats.” In thelr props-
ganda against the Communist Party, which the
syndicalists and the {industrialists wish to re-
ylace by Trade Unions alone, or by formless
“Gencral’ Labor Unions, they come on to com-
men ground with acknowledged copportunists.
The Russian Mensheviks, after the defeat of
che 1905 revolution, for several years preacbed
a so-called “Labor Confercnce,” which was to
teke the place of the revolutionary perty of
the working class. All kinds of “Laborists” ia
Bngland and America, who in practice are open-
}y tngaged im carrying out bourgeois policy,
preach to tho workers the creation of shapeless
“"Labor Uxrions” in place of a political party.
The revolutionary syndicaliste and industrialists
are anxious to struggle against the dictatorship
of the capitalist class, but do not kmow how (o
set about it. They do not notice that the work.
hing eclass without an independent political
party is a body without a head.

Revolutlonary syndicalism and industrialism
represent a step forward only in comparison
with the old, worn out, counter revolutionary
ideology of the Second International, But, in
romparison with revolutfonary Marxism, ). e,
with Communism, syndicalirm and industrialism
represent g step back. The declaratlon of the
"Left” Communists of Germany (made dy them
in their program statement at their first con-
Fress im April) to the effect that they are creat-
jne & party, “tut not & varty ‘n *he ugval, tra.
ditional sense of the wurd” ( i:Ccine Partel im
uberliefteten Sinne”)~—is a surrender to those
views of syndicalism and induetriallsm which
are in essence reactionary,

(6) The Communists wholeheartedly sup-
prort the formation, side by side with the Com-
munist Party. of tht widest possitle nom-party
labor organizations. The Communists consider
as their most important task a systematic work
of organization and education within these wide
labor organizations. But, precisely 0 enswe
that tbis work will bear fruit, precisely to
cnsuro that the cncmies of the revolutionary
proictariat will pot guin poscession of these
organizations, the foremost working class (om-
muynigts must always have thair independent,
strongly organized Communist Party, acting al-
ways in an organized way, and be capable of
defending the general intcrests of Commuaism
at every turn of events and in all forms of the
movement,

(7) The Communists do not a.oid the mass
non-party working class organizations cven when
they bcar an openly reactionary, “Blavk tiun-
dred,” character (the “Yellow” Unions, tbe
“Chkristian” Unions, and so on). But the Com-
munist Party ccuaselessly carries on ita own
work within these orgunizations, and untirmgly
demonstrates to tho workers that the non-
party idea, 28 a principle, is conscioutly Yostered
amongnt the workers by thn cupitialist class and
its lackeys, fn order to divert ‘the proletariat
fromn the orgunized struggle for Socfalsm,

(8) The old “clatsical” division of the work-
irg clars movement Into three 1orms (tho Party
the Trade Unlons, and the (copcratives) has
obviously oullived its usefulness. The Proleta-
rtan  Revolution jn Russia has produced the
fundamental form of working vlass dictatorship
- the Boviets. DBut work in the Snoviets alvo,
mst as fa the revolutionized producers’ unions,
must unswervingly aud systematically be guided
by the party of th. proleturiat, §. e, by the
Communis Party, Tke (ommunist Party, the
organized venguard of the working class, simnl-
tineously serves the fnterests of the cconomic,
the political, and the educationnd struggles of
the working clars, In thelr entiroty. The Come-
munist Party must appear as the hear’ and soul
ol the producers’ unions, of the (ouncils of
Workers' Deputiex, and of all other forms of
proletarian oranization.

The appoarance of Sovicte ge the chief for,
tostorically speaking, of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, tn no way diminishes the guiding
oy of the Cuniuntist Party in ‘he Proletarian
Hevolution. The Germag “ladt”’  Commuuinis
tree the appoul) of thofe pusty ta *he Gcerman
rroletariat, April 16th, 3926, -igncd, " he Cow

(Continucd an page 9)
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Wilson’s Last Note.

wlism 18 stk and dying and it is fitUng
'h.f‘ag)l sick and discredited san should be 18
cbiet theoretician and spokesman.

Woudrow Wilson once tancinated e _
geols world with his diplomatic nol(:!‘n. *full of
sound and fury, signifying  nothing. ng c}
his poor paralyzed brain there issues rJoiher,
his latest, perhaps his lasi, on the Russian
question.

Wilcon wpraking for that dictatorship _ol the
capitalists, known as the American (Govern-
eat, aguin expressecs his love for lhg Russian
“people,” for he, “mnaintains unimpaired faitb
in the Russian people, in their high character
and thelr fugure.” .

What Russian “people” is Wilson here refer-
ring to? The emigres? The expropriated capi-
tallsts, aristocrats and land owners? The Rus-
stan bourgeoisie and former exploiters of the
Russian pcasants and ‘proletariat, represented
here by Bakhmeteff,

Certainly not the Russian workers and pea-
sants, ngainst whom Wilson sent an American
army in A changel and Yiadivostok to express
America’s love for them with bayonets, shrap-
nel, and machine guns. How well Capitalist
America loves the Russlan Workers' Govern-
ment §s further attested by the suppor gtven
to Kolchak, Denikine, Yudenitch, and every
other reactionary Czarist counter revolutionist
who warred upon the Russian Soviets. This
wonderful and abiding faith in the high char-
acter and future of the Russian people s fur-
ther manifested by the shipment, by his govern-
ment, practically graus, of tons of war material
to aid the I’olish Imperialists in thelr attempt
10 destroy the Russian Workers Republie, and
in the blockade mniaintained against them, dur-
ing wkich hundreds of thousands of these be-
loved Russian workers, men, women, and child-
ren died of bunger and disease. The scatencing
in an American court of four Young Russlan
workers to twenty years imprisonment at hard
Jabor for issuing a leaflet calling upon this gov-
erplent to raise the blockade, and the raids and
" assaults upon the persons and property of Rus-
sian citizens who are members of the Communist
Party of America which is afliliuted with the
dowmmant party in Russia, and thelr subseguent
deporiation, are further examples of how the
American capitalists love the Russian working
class.

The hypocrisy of this discreditzd politician,
Wileon, §8 s0 collosal as to be almost 1arcical

“That the present rulers of Hussia” he
states, “"do not rule by the will of any cobnsider-
able number of the Russian people s an un-
coptestable fact.”

Wonderful Wilsouiun logic. If this Le true,
it the preseat government of Ru#ia is now
supported ouly by an inconsiderable nutnber ot
the Russian people, ard with this slighr sup-
port, Soviet Russia lias
spite of 1ae blochade and six years of continw
ous vwarfare, and has succerded in detealing
and huamiliating the United Alied lwmiperialisis
of the world including America, in all their
efforts to destroy tlis proletarian repgblic; #
tn spite of all the deceit, clander, and villih
cation heaped upon them by the whole “lying
capitalist press of the world tiey have »ue-
ceoded in winning the confidence uud xipport
of the working class of every cuvuntry, if it is
an uncoutlstable fact that the present riders
of Ru-sia do not rule by tho will of auy cui
s#iderable number of the Russlan people--we
tremble to thiuk what these Husalun peusants
and workers will <o to you, Mr. Wilson, and
to the ciund and . e geverumeut yovia represent,
nfter they shall iave gained the adhercvnce of
the 150,000,000 1uople of Russla, to say mothing
of the 6,000,000 lritish trado ubnionists, and the
woshers of Piland, Frapce, Ituly, Gormauy,
Twkey, India. ¢ niuz, America, etc.

Woodrow .Jllson, fa 105 "wte, exjiresscs his
unalterable . oposition %o the recoxnitien of So
visl Russ:, whioh i3 utterly repugnant to his
amoral seLse and because of the probaganda,
carried on against Amoricen capitalist jasti
tutions aud “the cyuical repudiation of thewr
oubligations,” ete. etc.

No, Mr. V,.'"nn, we &0 Dot expect you and
your class t9 rucg, " 'zo the governmen! of the
workers and peaganis o Russia-—ust ]88t not
until the American working class take you and
vapliadist frionde by. the nape of the nreck aid
the slack of your stolen Wrecchen umd foice
you to do so--ag the Beitish workgs have »o
rocently done to yoy cullvague lJloyd (George.

Jomediately npon the peocipt of (his 1Wnark:
ablo Anerican ducuwent, Frangs oflichdly ooc-
oguiaod the Gernan llaren Wrangel, aperating
fa the Crinvwn pesmsula, as the hewd of the
uew “Alldtusstun” goverwn®it, while tho 14
Annles of Foviet Rusela are clostug jn ou the
Polish capital, aud a mow Workers Sovieg Ho-
publie s about to bue burp, :

Ivender Millerand, spokostoun for tho French
bunkers aud lupwtaiats, belloves that  the
Awarican uote ocomuils tuld govurnent to the

the bour-

No. &

been able to exsst n

of backing Baron Wranirel and
of wuging war upon the workers of Soviet Rus-
sia.  Millerand sgrees with Wilsun  that “the
future of civilization f: at atake” and wuys:

“The American and French goveruments cal-
not huve official relatious with a government
rerulved  to conapire  against fnetitutions ol
France, whose diplumats would be jnstigators
of revoly and whose npeakers proclaim they
will sign contracis with the intention net to
Mive up to them.” .

And s0, while the ‘Bolshevihi are smashing
tht “cordon sanftaire” freeing the peasants and’
workers of FPolund irom the bondage of the
Polish and Allied finperialists, they at the same
time, and with consumute skill; are splitting
the Allies themselves, so that now the pauper
nation France. is tlaken under the munificent
wing of Capitalist America. while Imperialist
England takes care of bankrupt italy.

Thus, after two years of peace muking and
treaty making wnd war making, this is the end
of the League of Nations, that fatherless off
spring of the old hag capitalixm, a still born
corpse, delivered by the mia-wife Wilson. and
which is now stinking carrion. And this is the
thing whic). is the fssue in the coming presi-
dential elections. Quick, Wilson, another note.
and some disinfectant.

While Wilson #s spewing forth his venon at
the victorious Ruseian proletariat, and Millerand
raving in imputent rage; while Gielletl fs play-
ing hide and seek with the Soviets, and Lloyd
(ieorge s walking the tight rope of DBritish
politics, looking for a soft place to land, there
met in conference. at l.ondon, the representa-
tives of British Labor, who created a “(om-
mittee of Action” which was instructed, “To
ren.ain in being uutil it obtained guarautees 1)
that British forces would not be used in sup-
port of Poland, General Wrangel, or ANY
OTHER MILITARY OR NAVAL EFFOURT
AGAINST SOVIET RUSSIA; 2) of the with-
drawal of the British 'aval forces blockading
Russia; and, 3) the recognition of the Sovjet
Government and the establishment of unrestrict-
ed trading and commercial relations between
Great Britain and Russia.”

This ultimatum was handed to lloyd George
hacked up with the threat of not only a general
strike, in case of mon-compliance, but the over-
!hrow by British labur of the present capitalist
imperialist government of England. -

When workers begin to talk like this the
beginning of Soviet power and the end of the
bourgeols parliamentary regime is n xight.

) R'obert Smille, of the Miner's Union asks,
significally, “If France and General Wra.agel
cit off Rnesia’s coal supply, will it be inter.
fering tov much with France if the British
miners cut off France's coal supply”™

Robert Williams, secretary of the Transport
Worker's Unlon, asserted that labor wag far
more representative of the country than the
Hounse of Commons, and Toin Shaw, sccretary
of the Textile Worker's Uvion sald, “This is
the heginning of a movewent that will Jead to
a real icagu-”

Giie delerites observed the solemnity of the
occasion by :  ~ding in silence for a full minute,
and adjourne ‘ter singiug "The Red Flag and

French policy

the “Interna; 1le”

. At the sau me the International Seamen's
Congress, mede ... in Brus:els adopted & reso-
lution that 1. ; vent future capitalist wars

the seanen Will rifuse to. traneport troops or
muuitions, ap;hing 1his easure to the Polish-
Ruezian contlict.

I Grrmany, jtily and Fronee the workers
ha}‘c taken simisar action, Mass woetings are
being held in every indusirial center in France
protesting . aguinst  the attack of the French
l'al'ig_:d‘sl Goverpmeng upon Soviet Russia. ’

'll:'l' wurking class throushcut the world are
realizing that while Wilson, Liuyd Geurge and

“MiLierand may . send notes” tu euch other, po-

teutinl pelitical power i8 in the hands
warkers,  But they iuust rise, arm wun?srcltgﬁ
and  disarm  the ounrgeolsie; . overthrow and
destruy the machinery of the bourgeols stute
and orzznize workers' coungils (Soviets); es-
tablish thelr own governmesut, the dlctam'nmp
(‘)l the proletariat, whick during the trausition
pwlo‘.l from capitalism s Comwaliism will ex-
propriate the capiselist eaploiter, and admidister
hdusiry {n their own behalf, thus setting free
the elimemts of the new socjety with which
cull'uming canitalism itelf is prewnang '

Mie hanawriting s on the wall.
talist sysiem és doomed.

Suvity Kus#la has blazed the way
working cliss are chadlenging wie go)va:x:lndner:?:
the suthority vnd the power of the ruliag clulsl'

The capi-

The inevitable prcoss of internal friction
and dissolution is wlresdy taking plice in the
United Centrieyr Party.  l.es¢ than two monthe
after the socalled unmity coanvention, the State
of Wasbington confirms &c romor that this
part of tholr orgunization has repudiated the
L. ¢ Po Ay thelr Stute conventlon they 'de-
1o wuid 1he progrn and priuciples adopted ot
the “aufty” convention and bave scvered all
wonpuitions with the now party.

It s interesting to note that this state orga-
nisuion of the forwor ¢, L., I'. was rwfesant-d
by proay st the couvemibun with the following
furiruegious: “To wtand by she principlie of
International Socialis, 10 climiuate an much us
porsitle of the fupcipn words and phruses
nsiially used in our manifestos....; to work
for a continuance of the huw forn in organt
antton: 10 bappurt the candidacy of Xugene V.,
Deby for Prvcident; to wore tor the usity o
the . b, Poowud the C P could Lo offeeted

without & euirender of democratic Socialle.

principtes: and, fo cuse unity were effecied,
Jetivce wll Thore set g ws national officials aud
vleeg uihers from the .oks of the united party.”

Tris incident turows snother light upon tae
“unity convention so ably described by @&
member of the 1. K. . of the U. C. P. in their
Jewlsh ourpap 1efuting Y. F's article un the
conventlon and transiated and reprinted else-
where §n this issue.

It s reported that the Russian branches of
the U. C. P. recently held a coavention anpd
decided to organize a Russian Federation des-
pite the decision of their convention.

The German Federaton of the former C. L
P. we understand arc also taking steps to secede
and orgunize a new independent Socialist Pary.

In the future the members of the 1. W. W,
will have to swallow John Sandgreu’'s venomo:is
atiacks ugainst the principles and parties of the
Third Juternationsl in shaine and silence, From
the culumns of their official organ “Solidarity”
we reprint the referendum vote for the . editor-

ship of the “Onc Big Union Monthly” which
speuks for ftself. John Sandgren—742. Billy
Weldon -163. L. S. Chumley—186. Jobn Sand-

gren, theoretician and editor-inchief of the L
W. W. monthly organ is the most rabid aatl
Bolshevik, anti-Communist, opportunist and syn-
dicalist within the L. W. W, To judge by the
vute there. must be many lke him.

The . W. W. has long been the prey of iis
own inherent countradictions—of attempling to
reconcile the irreconcilable, In form and struc-
ture it s an economic organization; in fumcton
and character it is a political organization. As
an ecunumic organization it must do all in is
power to organize all the workers In euch
industry and rightly sa. As a political organt
zagion it must rigdly exclude the backward
iminature sections of the workers or be swamped
by an influx of workers who are interested In
nothing but the immediate betterment of con-
ditions in their particular ndustres, Torn be-
tween tbese two conflcting aims the 1. W, W.
falls economically and politieally, On the for
mer, it is Leing superseded by the Ome Big
Union miovement. Jt has failed to win over the
gecession upions of the A. F. of L,; it bas

fail~d to oirganize the overwhelming imass of

the Luoltomieed workera.

Aside from its syndicalist tendencies this
con‘i.ci of stiuctuie and function is the greatest
defect of the 1. W. W. It caonot be an econome
organizaticn and a political party at the same
tim> 1t must be one or other. We suggest
1he¢ reuding of the thesis on political parues
subuiitted by the KExecutive Committee of the
Third Internstioual to the 'Sevoud Congress of
the Tkird Internaticoal recently held in Moe-
cow printed in this issue as shedding more
ight on this subject.

Analvied from this angle the Incident of the
Philadelphia longshoremen will be clearly um-
derstood. The expulsion of this locul does not
change the situation, As the 1. W. W. grows
a8 an. economic oiganization the recurrence of
similar “incidents” will rise in proportion. The
I. \WW. W. must throw ofi ita political fuuctions—
that is propaungadisirg its anti-Communlst ideas
and endorse (he princples of the Thrd luterna.
tlonal, and lelp spread them among its own
mimbers as wWeli 28 to the working class in
zeneral, It must wccept the Communiet barty
on the politicul field and work hand &nd hand
with it fur the orsanization and educaticn of
the great masses of the workers to Comminism,
Otherwise the 1. W. W. is doomed to find itselt
in ithe camp of the e¢nemies of the working class
as the c¢lass aniagonisins sharpen and the strag-
gle for political power begins to Joom on the
horizon.

The

Governmemt has just turned over §50U,
000,009y

to the ralrcads which represents the
subsidy of six per cent. guarautced by the gov-
crement when it furied the roads back to fits

plivate owner. Add to this the twenty-ive to
1oty per cent. jucrease in freight and paesen:
ger rates which hus been cumnmputed to represemnt
$1.600,000,0¢0 in round tigures and dednet the

$600,000,000 wage increaso award, and we have
a PLUMDB PLAN which dikers from Glenn E.

Flumnb's only as to the proposition in which
this huge booly is to be split up. The PLUMB
PLAN sceka a @1)-fifty division of the spolls,
The wcikers get a -further boost Im the High
Cost of living in either case.

1loyd. Goorge, Millevand and Wisos will
sonn throw their arms around the “yellow" 8o
cluliats udd laborites (0 save leem from ths
menace of Delsheviam--and these diry tools ‘of
tupertalism will jump «t the chance. lienden
¥n, Bnowdon, llenwndel, Thimas, Gompers, H§
quit & Co. wi)i know now how to improve om
Nowke, Shert wnd8 Kerenshy—-they will have
lenrund by the Jutter's midtakes.

THE LBAGUK OF ROVIET REPUNJCS
will soon chulloneg the Imperfalist LEAGUN
OF LATIONS for world suprouacy,
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THE COMMUNIST

Three

—

IMPRESSIONS OF THE CONVENTION
(Translated from the Jewish issue of the “‘Communist,”’ offirial organ of the U.C.P.)
the names of the dclegates are not found anydjacyseing the various problems on the flvor of

The -fullowing article, reprinted from' the
official Jewlsh vrgan of the Umited Centrist
Party in auswer to' Y. F.s article “A Convention
of tevolutionisty,” is highly tmportant as shed-
ding more light on the viclous Centrist char-
act'r and dendences of the leaders of the U.
C. P., aud the lack ofCommunist~ understanding
amoug the great majority of the deleguter at
the so-called “unity convention' . -

1t §s no surprise to find that Damon. Caxton,
Fisher & (o, ofthe former “minority’” of the
Communist Party, and the lcaders of the C, L.
P.. Brown, Klein, Dubner & €o., framed a pro-
gram aud vconstitution which cowapletely evaded
the fundamental question — how are the work-
ers to assune power and cstablish the proleta-
riun dictatorship? The Communist Party had
already branded and exposed those leaders as
Centrist whose chief object was to =split the
Cominunist Party and effect a mechanical amal-
gamation hetween the splitting-off faction, the
C. L. P. and the “left elements” of the S P.
and force this heteropencous mixture back to
the Lely Wingism of 1919, ’

The reader need merely refer to the state-
mepts issucd by Damon, Caxion, Fisher & Co.
in the recent split to verify the truth of this.

Nop s it surprising to learn that *“naturally
the authors of this program, Comrades Damon,
¢Caxton and Fisher, were also its chief delend-
ers.” This was very evident from the tone of
the articles which Damon and (Caxton, editor
and axsoclate editor respectively of the official
national organ of the U. C. P. published in the
convention number of their paper.

The following article also explains why these
two  poiftical. adventyrers attewpled to evade
any discussion of fundamental principles and
tuctics in their paper since the comnvention.-The
five, issue contuined an article “Away with
Caontroversy.” The sgecond issue contained an
editorial *Shall we argue with Liars?”

Both articles were cowardly attempts to run
aw.iy from any discussion which would compel
them
wenta! questions., The firet article seemed
ore like the lamentiations of one haunted by
unpleasant memories, trying to drive them out
of his mind. The second attempted to evade
dizcussion by taking a dishonest advantage of
8 typographical error which in no way affected
the tenor of the argument made by the present
writer in criticising the *unity counvention™ as
reported by Damon and Caxton. Had Damon
printed what hnmedintely followed the quot-
ation in question, instead of the typographical
error iself, he would bave immediately exposed
bis false accusation.

We cite these two instances as further proof
of the studied uttitude of evasion which the
chuef theoroticians of the U. C. P. have adopted
ax their policy, in order to continue humbug-
ging their own membership. 1t is also interest-
fne to note that Fisher, the former nnturious
Citicago organizer and licvitenant of Damon in
the recent split, aleo hélped t0 frame aug aup-
port this Menshevik program., Tihls was the

one man whom Damon uscd to point to with -

pride as the “‘preatest Bolshevlik of them all.”
As for the Chicago delegules (most of them
fermer members of the Chicago District Conr
mittee who stiged the abortive “revolt” in the
Communist Party), only two out of the seven
could be counted among the left delegates, the
other fivve were on the “right” or vacillating.”
A wmore sweeping vindication of the position
of the Communist Purty hefore, during and
after tlie split, could not come from the testi-
mony of one who wided against us fn the split.

Moreover, the following ariicle, aside from
the valuable “close-up” it gives of the Centrist
leaders in action and scrambling for jobs, 18
mainly interesting for the reason tbhat it proves
the fimnpossibility of effecting real organic unity
between the Communisy Party and the U. C. P.
in thie country so long as the latter organiza-
tion is Jdomipated and controlled by vicivus and
unprinciplel: centrists of the stripe of Damon,
Caxton, Fisher, Meyer & Co. ~Editor's note.

There® appenred in the English issue of the
“Comnmunist” an article by Y. F,, in which the
wriler gives his jmpressions of the counvention,
These impressions are one-sided, exhibiting every-
thing from one angle only, .and trerefore we
found it necessary to throw light on .hese
ocrurences, 1o present all the facts in their
true color, cven if it I8 ton cortain extent far

from pleasant, because we belleve that “the
bitter truth s far better than the rweet un-
truth.,” Tifs is not being done to hamper the

work. Ou the contrary, it s done with the pur

poxe of correcting our errors and te aveld xuch

mistukes aw have been committed in the pust,
s s .

It seemn that God I8 with the €omniuniats,
as the woather was splendid during all the
seasions of the convention, From time to time
the siky grew clondy, but ft never rained. Tbhe
place of the convention wax very sultable fur
such an undertaking, and everything wus ar-
ranged beforechund in the best  manner, Dele-
gules were present, representiug every part of
the United Sutes in splte of all obstactop and
the perrecution of government ajonts, We sue.
cecded in bolding o convention of a United

Comonynist Purty with all 1heg features of a
convention, even  with  vancuses, bt without
“political  mnchines. ., " Nevertheless  thero
opernted at thaes the shadow  of “machines,”

not function -tvideptly out of
wwrertion of ¥, K, thut wmong

could
the

but they
vrder, ...

to express their reul porition on funda-

known In 1914, is somewhat exaggerated. Many
of the delvgates were well kuown to the mem-
bership of our party us valunble workers in the
movement. :

In reality two conventions met on the first
day: a convention of the Communist Party, in
which participuted 32 delegates, and & conven-
tion of the C. L. P., represented by 25 delegates,
and one fraternal delegate, all 68 delcgates, If
to this snm be added the representative of
the Third International,—the total reaches 6Y.
The two coaventions opened in different places,
not far apart. Occasionally a delegute of the
C. L. . would pay us a visit to see whether
we were ready for the fusion.

It was alrecady noticeable duiing the first
session that the couvention of the Commnunist
I'arty was not a unined body, but was composed
of different elemenis, who differed not ouly in
tactics, but alko in fundamental questions ol
ptinciple. It wus eussy 1o forcree that it will
te diiicult to present “a solid front” against
the C. L. P. 1his became the more evident,
when the program und constitution submitted
by the “Unity Committee” were .read. ‘This
program  was prevared by a commitice, com-
posdd of three members of the C. P, (Damon,
Caxton and Fisher) and three of the C. L. P,
(Hrown, Klein and Dubuer). 1t was read before
both conventinns as a basis of unity and it
calied forth jreat dissatisfaction among several
Eastern delegates and a few Western, because
of {its (the program's) weaknesr and  of, its
failure to express a definite revolutionary st-
titude, especially in regard to mass action.

The parts of the program dealing with mass
action did not mention a word about armed
jusurrection as the only method for the cou-
quest of political power by the working class.
It dealt only with the general strike, which is
trunstormed into a general politiral strike, But
i did not state the manner, in which poiltical
power can be seized.

It is remarkable, that those, who aiways
criticized the old program of the Communist
P. 'y, which said so jouch about mass action
wihout defining it, lLiave copied the very rame
progranl, in particular the part sbout mass
action, and thought that they would easily get
away with it. Naturally the authors of this
program, comrades Damon, Caxton and Fisher,
were alro its chief defenders. Ford, a New
York comrade rcads another program, which is
more revolutionary and contains a clear defl-
nition of mass action. But the trouble was that
in other respects it was far from satisfactory.
Taken as a whole; it wae not a document, but
only a weak attempt on the part of a young
author, who kncw what he wanted, but could
not evunciate it on paper in a sysicmatlc way.
On the other :and the preram of the *““!npited
Committee” was well written, but lacked "one
insignificant detail”-—the revolutionary thougnt.
Heated debates began. A few Eastern delegutes
are speaking in favor of the “New York Prog-
ram”—that §r the program brought ip by the
New York delegate. They are demanding that
this program sho:ild be taken as a basls. They
are speaking with heat and vigor. Besides the
author of the program (N. Y.) also a deicgate
grom Philadelphia, a delegate from Baltiinore
and another one from XNew York are derendiny
this prograni. Comrade Newman takes the fioor
and criticizes tha. part of the program ("Unity
Committee'), where is8 speaks about maxs aclion,
touches the XNew York program and speaks
about the goecd and bad sides. He points out
that the New York program touches very im-
portant questions, which murt have a pluce in
our program, as for example. the agrarian dues-
tion, the "American Legion” as a counter-revo-
lutionary power, the role that the church plays
in the struggle against Comumunism, etc. He pro-
poses that the program of the “United Com-
mittee” shall be taken as n busis sn the con-
dition that the part of the prograw: dealing with
inass action shall be clanged in the spirit of
the New York program  aud «)i other abovae
rientiene:  points shall be included io thls
program. Af last the authors sabmit und ,;ro-
mire to revise the program. li was late in tone
cvening, when thig sessgion ended. Some uele-
gates were still discussing the question ! ware
at.on with a few delegates o the C. 1. P,
convention. who came to cur convention to (ol
ns that thelr conveuntfon az:ehel the program
of the "Lnity Committee’ as a basis. Tie accu-
nilated energy of the 1elegatcs soupht an
oil}et.

The firat sesston of the Unitea Communist
Party bexan with disputes about elections for
the various commiitecs, The left element of the
convention demanrded, that the program should
bhe taken up firgt, and the elections afterwards,
Thelr motives were as follows:

“That we came to a Commmunist convention
in order to formulnte a real Communist prorram
and harefore it is the most importaut polint,
which ought to be tmmediutely attended to, as
the unlon through committees s ouly of second-
ury Jmportance; that a complete union can not
tiape pluce unless wo stund on the same ground
n regard to priveiples: that we cannot find o
common ground before fornmlating a program,s
that the delcgates of the C. 1., P, afe eutiroly
unhnown to us and In erder 1o vole intelbigently
WU Iy tst diseuss tae propram first if ouly to
ket negqualsted with the view point:. of the dele
gutes” Thewe were o gereral the ardanents
af the loft deleguies, who, hiowever, wore nu-
merteally weak, Jt g not puperfinous to moention
that there wero o all only thve delegates. who,

the convention, have influenced it towards the
left. Among them were two delagates from New
York, one from Philudelphia, one from DBalt)-
more and one from Chicago. These five dele-
gates obtained the co,uperatiog of five others,
who although participat!ng but little in the de-
butes, have mnevertheless .helped to move the
convention to the left. This is mentioned here
in order to throw some light on the subsecguent
events.

After g prolonpged dircussion the resolution.
to vroceed with the elections was adopted. The
ten delegates refused to vote and began to
retire in ogder to hold a caucus. That bad an
effcet vn the convention. Comrade Klein (. L.
P.) moved that the elections be suspended and
that a discussion of the program be taken up.
The motion pansed, And so the “'left’ delegates
celebrated their first victory, The program was
read and discussed, every word being carefully
welghed. In this mesnner two hours were col-
sumed in debating about one word, whether
capitalism collapsce, because {t canmot *“pro-
duce” the nccessities of life or because it can-
not provide the necessary means of existence,
It seemed as if party distinction disappeared.
All trying to exhibit their accomplishments in
politicul economy.

A storm began, The part of the program
about “the seizure of state power” was read,
This part that should indicate the means and
ways through which the proletariat can seize
political power, does not even mention s word,
It avoids even mentioning the word mass action,
It is in general very weak and coloriess, en-
deavoring to dismiss it all with a few phrases
about tre claes struggle.

The first to speak {8 Comrade Newman, He
points out all defects and that the program is
even inferior to the previous program of the
. P. “"The other,”” says he, “at least spesks
about mass action, even though it failed to
defire what mass action i{s, And we try not
even to mention the word. You give us a whole
chupter about the voumquest of political power
and you don't tell us how, through what ways
and means it can be accompiished. You avoid
the words ‘dictatorship of the proletariat,’ ‘mass
action,’ and ‘armed jusurrection.' You - must
either throw the whole thing out or else talk in
clear lunguage.”

The convention is thrown into an upruar.
Tens of hands are stretched towards the chair-
man,—al!l want to speak. Various opinions are
expressed. The debate is prolonged until 1 A,
M. Against this part of the program speak also
the comrades Dellon, Zlank, Ford and Parker
of the Communist Party and Comrade Browa
of the C. L. P. The comrades Delion and Zlank
speak heatedly. It is evident that. for them
everything depends on the outcome of the dis-
cursion, that it 8 a cuse 0 “"to be or not ‘o0 be,”
to be a Communist Party or a party of phrases.
They demand that this paragraph must speak
of dictatorship and an armcd jnsurrection. For
this paragraph in its original form speak maay
delegates. : :

The most noteworthy speech is made Dby
a comrade of the C. L. P, who sayas Lhat “the
‘lett’ delegates don’t know what they want
They demand that the words ‘dictatorship of
the proletariat’ ‘and armed insurrection’ sball
be openly repeated several tiv es. I am against
it. For me the word ‘dictatc ship' is repulsive,
It 18 ouly because ft is a necessary evil that
we include it in our program, Therefore let it
remain undc: the paragraph about dictatorship.
But why rer tedly mention 1"

It is » _.worthy that the so-called “left™
delegatic | the Chicago district was not what
it prete: 4 to be. Of the seven delegates only,
two w o left, The rest were either of the

right, os they vacillated so much that it was
a straln on one’'s ecyes merely to watch them,
The sessfon is adjourned, leaving dissatisfacs
tion in the hearts of the Jeft delegates. They
immediately summoned a ‘caucug of left dele-
gates, to which only those are invited, who are
rellable and balinced in Guestion of principle,

They debate the question: what iz to be
done? They decide not to compromise. Several
delegates express the opinion that the “morning
is wizer than the evening” and thai tomorrow
all wil! be well. The leaders of the Coinmunist
Party sre smarting under the paln of defeat,
They thought that all are already wunited iato
ono party and they could, therefore, afford to
slightly disregnrd vital principles and here they
met with such opposition. They comne to us in
order to make a compromise. The “left” deler
gates are disappointed, especially so about the
Chicago organizer, Comrade Fisher, who Aaas
suddenly as it by somc miracle found himsels
among the “vaduillating.”

¢ o

The morning proved to be wiser than the
preceding evening and that was because our
“louders,” the anthors of the program, bocame
wiker over night. The left dolegates passed
wverdthing they wanted, The committes brings
the purazraph In a revisod form, 1t is dcsignated
now “the nature df the state,” and the para-
graph about mass action speaks explieitly about
urmed insurrection as the only ineans foo the
establishiment of the dietntorship of the prole-
tariut, 1t I8 & great victory for the ten left
delegnten, who have led the convention towards
the right roaud, 1t is to themn that the Commun-
Ist movenient of Awetiea s indebted for the

clewrty  expressed  revelutionary  program,
An interesting debate occured uabout  the
question of purtielpating in politieal  olections,

(Contiuued on page 8)



Four i 'rm-:_‘cou,\l_m\‘m'r
Ecencmics end Politics During the Period of Transition
By N. LENIN
1 had intead -i to write a shorl pawpblel , the towns, aud of manufactured sbodﬂ o tae (.. 1pe first time, and fed better thau the town

ou this sabject fo- the second anniversary of
the establishment of the Sov.et Power, Pressure
of work ha- prevented e from getting beyond
the prehbutinary prevaraticu of the materiul
Therelore ) havs Jucided to discuss quite birlel-
Jy, snd in compact furm, woutl 1} consider (o
Le the most casenttal pointg of the subject. The
condented form has many drawbacks, hut »
short newspaper uarticly may perhaps. lend at.
self to disrussiou hy Communists of all lands,
L.—The Incvitability of a Transition Period
Theoretically tbere is neo doubt that there
must be a transitioi period betweean Capitaliam
and Comtnaniste, It {3 inevitable that this period

should have the craracteristics of Loth social
orders.
It is inevitahie taat the iransition period

shiculd be a period of strugele betweea the dy-
ing Capitalisin and the newly-born Communiam,
or, in other wonds, lLetween the vunquished,
but not destroyed Capitulism, and the newly.
born, but as yel wrak, Commualsm.

The inevitghility of an entire his.ooric period,
bearing theso transitional ri:aracteristics, must
be quite Clear not only to Marxists, bul lo every
educated person, wmore or less acquaioted with
the theory of development. Neverthaless, al!
the reasonings and discussions on the trangition
to Soclalism by contemporary representatives
of the swall-bourgeois democracy shuw a cot-
plete disregard of this obvious truth. In spite
of their supposed Socialist label, all the rep-
regentatives ot the Second Intermational, in-
cluding Macdaaald, Jean longuet, Kautski and
Friedricu Adler beiong idealogically to tue
small-bourgeais d.:oocracy. .

1t is characteristic of the small-bourgeots
democrats to abhor the slass struzgle, to ea-
deavor to devise means to avold it, and to atm
at conciliation and at rinoothing and rounding
off all sharp anele: For this reason such demo-
crals either refise o recognize the entire his-
toric transition period frum Capitalism to Com-
munism, or cousider {t thelr duty to invent
plans for the coucliation of hoth warring forces,
instead 0! as:uTtng the leadership of one o!
them. :
{$.~Russian Peculiarities do not Alter

Eassential Forms

In Russia the dictatorship of the proletariat
must inevitably differ in some respects frow
that of the predominant countries, owing to the
backwarduess and emallburgeols character !
our cotniry. But the fundamental forces and
forms «f rational economy are the same in
Russia as in every other capitallst couatry, and
therefore wvertain peculiarities of the MHusstan
struggle do not alter essentinls.

These fundamental forms of social economy
are Capitalisto, small industrial production aud
Consnunism, These fundamenta) forces are: the
bovrgenisie, the small-bourgcolsin (especially
the pearuntry), and the proletariat, .

The ecouomy of Russia in the period of pro-
letarian dictatorship represents the first stepa
of communistically uuited labor towards pitting
un:ted masy irgduclion against small private
enterpsise, an guiust the still lingerin -
tallsm which Is behind It Hogering capt

How Far Russlan Labor iz United
Sablor in Russla, today, is communisticaly
lmﬂ(’l;‘;l [ll.rr;chely to the exten! in wiijeh:
rivate - properyy for p uctiv -
pos;"; h;}lx‘-] baea alolishe)d; productive  pur
) 18 State 38 organizing mass productio,
on a ngn.lonl seaie on State lauds au; in S:at:
entarprises, and s distributiug  labor power
a‘monx tho warious departlaents of Natioual
Economy, and Stute produce among the work-
ers.

We spieak o the “first stops” of Commun.
fsm in Russin  (see our program  adopied in
Murch, 1819}, in view of the fact that all these
couditions have tcer only partially achicved, or
In other words: (bat the realisation of these'
conditions 18 uuly in its initial stage. What gan
be achieved at onve bty a revolutionary act, hLas
bheen achioved at opece; for instance, between
the 26th Octover, 1417, and the Kth November
1917, u! private laud ownership was abolishod,
and the big land-owners were exproprintod wlln:
out compensation. Ip the course of a tew
months all the big capitalists, ownoers of tacto-
ries, workshops, companier, banks, railways ang
FO on wero also expropriatod without compen.
Eation. State organization of industrial produc-
tlor'x on u large xcale, the transition from work.
ers’ control to worxers' management of racto-
ries, workshous and ratlways, has, in its muin
ﬁn;i dfnndmmmtul linea, alreudy been accemp-

shed,

Agricuftural Organlzation in Its
initial Stages.
: In the ..'xlgr;cnllo:ral domain, on the other haad,
the process is as yet in fts inltlal stuge. Various
furms of Lwalil agriculturists’ associations have
a’luo been formed as ¢ prellminary to an organ-
fzation o purely Cammunist Nucs., This work
is nllso A% yel aL the Juitlul stage.* The sawe
mmmhe“lln‘.\: ?( tu.s_smo oiganization of distri-
bt L vu | ¢ tubing the pluce of the private
_..:“.l._.? Staie storage und dollvery of eervals
k]
nd 'I‘ll‘no lnmnb--r; us Soviet Economic Coupcits
] Rr cu)m.z_‘. ukimene: o Soviet Russia
am:rm:uu.-._, S and 1,%4) respoectively; thore
Ave wlno 396 uarteubuinl wrtels (rompa'nlw\ or
squady). Our Coptpygd Statisten) Deprrtinent  in
Ciaguked &l preaent on i complition of eaact

vl complete Lo our N8
Steoul all Sovietr Kaeono uc Goun-
el and Contugciti, i

villuges. )
Capitaliam S8t Fiourishes Among

the Peasants.

Deasant production and distributinn ie sUl
coanducted as private trade. 1ne cunpitalist wys-
tems in that domain s very deep and wide-
spread, and there capilalism iz preservod and
continually resuscitated in s flerce Llruggle
wity Communlsm.

- The struggle manifeste Itself in:— . _

(1) TNleit trading, "mestchnltchehlvo.ﬂ (73
we call it, a name derived {rom the word "mes-
rok,” a sack or bag.

t (2) Speculation directed as an attack upon
Stute storage of cervals and Stute distributiou.
{il.—~Communism Gradually Triumphing
Over Capitalism.

l.et us take concrete examples in order 1o
illustrate these abstract, theorctical iormulas_:
Accurding to the statlstics of the “Comprod
(1.2, the Commissariat of Supplies) the State
collected and stored from August |1, 1917, to
August 1st, 1918; about ihiny million poods
(a pood is 5 Euglish pounds) of coru. In the
following year the Siate stored about 110,000,
000 noods. In the three corresponding months
of the year 1919 to 1¥20, the supplies have
reached the figure of 46,000,000 poods, as com-
pared with 37.0800,000 pouds In the corroeponding
mounths in 1918.

These fgures show clearly a slow, but eteady
improvemeut and a triumph of anmunlsm
over Capitalism. This improvement hes been
obtained in spite of almost fnsuperable d:fhcul-
ties caused by the civil war, which Russian and
forelgu capitalists are engineering againet the
Workers' Republic, using all ‘the resources of
the world's mightiest powers.

The Proictarian Dictatorship Assured.

Therefore, notwithstanding the lies and ca-
lumnies of the bourgeoisie of all Jands and o
their avowed oOr unavowed bhelpers, the “8So-
cialists” of the Second  Tnterpatioral, the fact
remains that, &s far as the ecomowmic problem
is conctrned, the victory of proletarian dicta-
torsblp, of C(owmmunism over Capitalism, is
assured. The bourgeoisie of the whole world is

infuriated against Bolgbevism, ageinst whioch it

organizes military sttacks and counspirncies, &0
fur as th2 reconstruction of the Social Order
is concerned, fully aware that our victory s
jnevitable, ‘unless we are crushed by military
might. It is certain that the bourgeoisie will
pot suecced in crushing us.

fiow far we have alrecady Leaten Capitalism
is shown in the following table of the Ceatral
Statistical Depariment ou the produclion and
consumption ©of ¢preals, not in the whole o!
Soviet Russia, but in £ of her provinces (gu-
hernii):

l“u(:DUCTmN, DISTRIBUTION, AND OON-

SUMPTION OF CEREALS IN 26
PROVINCCES.

Producing Provinces—"
1 2 2 4 6 14
"Towns...... 4.4 — 2098 200 415 8
Villuges. ... 2846 €26.¢4 —_ - 481.8 16.9
Towns......69 - 20.0 20.0 40.0 68
Villages,,..188 1140 121 272 1514 1.0
Totals...... 627 7394 G630 684 LY 13e

Population (miltlons).
Production of cercals, not fncluding seeds
and foraze (miillon poods).

Delivered by the Comprod {(million ponds).
Delivered by 1clt traders (millicu poods).
Total quantity of cereais al tue Umspubal OF
the population (millivn poods).
Consuwnption of cereals per persoan (poodsi.
State Supplies Half, MHiicit Traders Half.
Thus the Comprod (Commissariat of Supply;
providea the towns with nearly one balf the
supplies, and the illicit traders supply the other
half. Tbese figares Gave becn arrtved at after
a minute examination of food condi'ione of town
workera ju 191%. It must be borne in mind that

& Oaw ww

coru supplied by the State is ten thnes cheaper

than that supdlied by private tradors. Thid
statement s based on a thorough examlaation
of workers’ budgets.

An earanest consideration of these statisucs

.will provide the investigator with material ex-

plaining the fundamental charucteristicsa of pre-
seut-day Russian «convinics.

Tue Russiun workers huve been liberatod at
lasy from the age-lopg exploitation and opres.
slon of Jandowncrs aud capitalists, This step
forward tu real frecdoms and equality, a step
born for swiftness and meguitude, uunigue In
the world's history, is ighored by the partignus
o+ capitalism. Amongst theso are the small
hourgeols dwemocruts who talk of liberty and
equality in the senge of Lo orgeols parliamentary
democracy, which thoy wreagly diclare to be
democracy in general, or, ay Kautsky su)a, “pur
dewmocracy.” :

The workers who appreciate the importatice
of reat cqually and frecdom, the frcedom from
the domjuutlon of landuwuers and capitalihis
because thay have pulfered under it, sinnd Orm
for the Soviel power.

Io a country of poasauts those who bonefiled
moat and at onhce by tho dictatorahip of the
proleturiag wure the poasants in general, Under
the rule of tho landowners sud capitalists the
Rusalun  peasant was hungry, Naver §n the
whole course of Jtussian history has the pessant
bean alile to work for himnolf, He went hungry
while die duelivered hundrudn of milllons poods
of corn to tho cavifulirta for our townas and
fas csports abroud.  Uuder the dictatorship of
the proleturiet the peanant worked for himsoll

For the first time the peasant beheld
real, actual freedom: freedom to eat his own
produce, freedom from Jnnger. It is already
known that equality in the division of land has
bery ertablished on a maximalist basis—in the
majority of the cases the ' easamts divide tbe
land according to the number of persons to
be fed. .
SOCIALISM ENTAILS THE ABOLITION

OF CLASSES.

1u order to abolish social classes one must
first overthrow the landowuers and capitalists,
We have accomplished this part of the task,
but that is only a part, and not the most dif-
lcuit part of our sthpendous labor. In order
to abolish classes one imust, in the wsecond
place, abolish the differcace between the worker
and the peasant, and one must make ail the
people—workers. This cannot be done iu &
hurry. "It is a nuch harder task than the first,
and will consequently, take much longer to ac-
complish.

It §5 a task which cannot be solved by the
overthrow of any one class. It can only be
solved by a constructive remodelling of . the
entire social economy, by a traasition from an
individual, a small, private trading economy,
to a social economy on a large scale, Such a
iransition must necessarily be a lengthy pro-
ceas, and it would only be retarded and ham-
pered by hasty and i{mprudent administrative
and legislative measures. This transition can
only be accelerated by helping the peasant to
remodel the entire system.

In order to accomplish the second and more
dificult task, the proletariat, having cotiquered
the bourgeoisie, must unswervingly pursue the
following line of policy with regard to the
peusaotry: the proletariat must distinguish be-
tween the working peasant and the peasaut
owner, the peasant trader and the peasant npe-
culator. The  bLeall aud epd-all of Socialism
lies in this distinction.

It is therefore mot surprising that those whe
render lip service to Socialism, but act like
smallbourgeols democrata, fail to understand
this essential of Socialism.

To arrive at the above meationed distinction
i= by no means casy, because in Teal life, all
the characteristics of the “peasant,” no matter
now vartious and voutradictory they may be,
form one big whole. Nevertheless, the distine-
tions are there. They are the inevitabie out-
come of the cocnditions of peasant economy and
peasant life.  The workiug peasant has oeel
oppressed for centurieg, the speculators and
the capitelist states, includ:ng the most demo-
cratic republics. The working peasant has nuf.
tured within himself uatred aud enmity tuwards.
theze agelong oppressors and exploiters, and
these lessons, taught by life itaelf, compe]l the
prasant o seck an _ ulllance with ke workers
against the capitalist, the speculator and the
trader. At the same time, the entire economie
structure. which makes the peasant dependeng
on goods received frem ouiside, tends to turn
him (not always, but in the majority cases) im-
to a trader and speculator

Tihe peasant, wbo in 1515-19198 provided the
Ltungry town workers with 40 million poods
o! coin st the fixed goverument price, by hand.
ing it over to the »tate organizations, is s true
working peasaut and a comrade of the Socialist
worker. Ho {5 the latter's most reltable -aily,
and his brother in the fight against the capi-
talist yoke. On theother hand, the peasang
who sold surreptitiously 4v milllon poods ot
cori: at & price ten times Ligher than the gove
erumient price, who ook advantage of the nceds
an! the hunger of the town worker,- who cheat.
¢! the state, and {increased or created every-
where fraud, robbery avd scoundrelly trausac.
tiens, 8 a peasant profitecr, an ally of the
capltalists, a class eneniy cof the worker and
aiu exploiter. Only an cexploiter of the hungry
peuple can  specilate with the surplus coru .
trem state lands with the help of implements
roduced by the labor of tuwn workers,

THERE I8 NO LQUALITY OF THE
HUNGARY AND TIIE WELL FED

“You are the destroyess of lberty, equality,
democraly”—{s the ‘cry raised from all sides
azalnst ue, Our detracto:s point to the lucquale
ity, 4s between the worker and the peasant, in
oat constitution, to the dispersal of the Con-
scituent Assewmbly, to tue forcible requi-itions
u! surplus oorp. Our answer to these accusa.
tions is that no other “staute in the whole world
had done »0 much for the rewmoval of the real
iuequalities and of the real lack of freedom
which for centuries bad been the lot of the
working peasant, We do not and will never
recognive equality with tho peasant speculator,
We do not recognite thecguulily of the oxplMtep

with the exploited, -of the hunszry with the well
fed. und the “freedom” of ‘the former v rov
the latter. And we shall des) with those dighly.
edicated poople wae du not to understand this
diferagee, as if they wero White Guards, even
i* they eall . themsolves Doemaocrats, Soc!alists,
Internationndists, Kautzhys, Tchernove, aud
Muartovs,

dwcller,

(To be continued)
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Five

A Letter from S. J. Rutgers to a Japanese Comrade.

.No doubt the Left Wing and direct actlon
will have tha future, since only by well-activity
crn the workers learn to control their own, not
nuly in bringing about a change for power it
alun 1o recanstruct goclety on a uew basis. which
fs the more difticult part of the task. Even if to-
nmorrow the workers got the power through par
ismentnry means and the capitalists would nor
have reeourpe to armed power (which, of course,
have recourse to armed power (whirh, of courre,
they would) the workers, by eatrusting the re-
congtriction to their parlinmentary representa.
thves and lcaders would again-fall into 8 new
slavery, Only thn self-dctivity and participation
ot large groups of workers and poor peasanis,
with the excliusion of oxploiters and close con-
trol over “intellectunls” from the «ld hourgeois
nnd middle-clarses ean help. This is, of course,
a difficult situntion “since the workers lave uo
cducation and icadership, and sclence is a mon-
opolw of bourgceis intellectuals and organiza.
tions.

The Russians have shown the way in a mar-
velous manner, althouzh the lack of response
in Western Furope threatens the results and
forves them to have recourse to mililariem and
bureaucracy to a cortain extent. in order not to
he crushed by outslde forces arf¥ inside misery,

It was a great disappointment (o me to find
the workere in the West s0 much less prepared
for real action than in Ruesia. The strength of
the old bourgeois or capitalist civilization 18 so
strong hcere that conditions are much more dif-
ficult. But the worst purt is. that the workers
themsclves have become quite a parl of the
capitalist world, With their ernormous organl-
zations, buildings, treasuries, a strong staft of
hureacratic leaders, participation in capitalist
institutions, in the league of nations, etc., they
become imbued with bourgeois apirit and bour-
geois interests. 8cl.onls. churcher, the press and
ail that we call civilization tends to confuse
them, giving them just enough knowledge to en-
able the workers and peasants to fall victims
of the reasoning of the master class. and pot
enjough to analvse and destroy the {llusions.
Those workera that deveiop ttemselves ahove
the aversce neccsnsary for the capitalists are
largely brihed and corrupted by money, positions
or respectability, .

Nowadays, in all the ountries of the West,
the masses are starting fromr the boltom in
direct action and s~Mf-activity, but they are be-
trayed time and again by their leaders and by
intellectuals from their own ranks. This process
will coutinue, 1 fear, for some timne and mean-
while western soclety is running fast towards
2 complete enllange and chaos, and it will be
exiremely difficult to rebuild anvthing from the
riina left. A great deal of misery and cruelty
le now awaiting us, althoneh the cullapse
of capitalism proceede g0 rapidly that either s
comnlete slavery or a mew lMfe will have to
spring up. No doubt it will he new life, sitve
Ruszin holds out to heln ne thagh,

_Bat for seme time we still expecied tiat
Western Europe, onve awakened, would soon
take the lead and help Rursia to reconstrust it
ceonomie life and 1ts new wmorcial stroetire,

Some of us are now inclired to believe that
dificulties tn the older countries to overcome
beurgeois civilivation and houreeols institutions
are o great that the 1ess  doveloned coun-
tr"ms of the East, includine Rosefa, offer a hoiter
chanee and may provecrd fn the new develop-
n.om.. Sneh Communiate remember tlat efvili-
7utiol has in formner times also changed fts
center from Enut to West snd from South to

North, aud that even im epimal development,
rew specles do ot devolop from those that have
udaplted themeelves most perfactly to their aure
reandings, but from inore primitive apecies that
have more possibilitien for ndaptation to new
cireumatancer.  7This, however, is a dangerous
analogy to tranemit iato social iife and we should
be very carcful with such examples. But still
there 18 sume fundamental truth in it and ft
throws more attention to the East. It may be
remembered that inetinctively the Russians al-
ways have pald more attention to the East than
our Western friends in general.

Of course, all this should by vo means dimli-

nish our sctivitics here; on the vontrary, the.

world will have te change all around and sire-
nuous efforts will be required everywhere. But
it may omphasize for our Kustern {riends their
responsibilities, and stimulate their activities. It
would be & dangerous mood to expect too much
from others, more dangerous, { the possibilities
are that a great part of the common task will
fall on their own shoulders. 1 cannot judge
whether Japan is already so far overpowered
by capitalist organization and spirit, tbat dif-
ficulties there are almost equal to those in
West~rn Burope and that we have to lnok more
to the subjugated races of China and India. But
anvhow 1 feel a greatly incrcased interest in
Far Eustern affairs, especially in the actual facts
about the life of the original population.

The Soviet System ia very flexible and can
be adapted as in Russia, to small and middie
peasantiry, handicraft, ete. But to know whether
and how this could be possible we ought to study
those conditions in the lighit of Russian achieve-
ments. .

Could you not help us in this respect by your
own judgement, and by sending literature, as
far as this has has been published in some
modern language?! [ mean conditions of agri-
cultural property (reminisrences of primitive
communism or family-property, tenant farmers
and proletarians on the land) conditions of work-
ers in small industry, handicraft, etc., traditions
of primitive communes or family life etc. Not

- only about Japan but sbout China, Korea and
Siberia as well.

Also from the standpoint of
Japanese Socialism it will bo highly valuable
for you to study more closely conditlons in Chi-
na. A close .cooperation will be neccssary be-
tween Japanese and Chiness revolutionists. Ja-
pan secks domination of (‘hina for imperialistic
reasons. The foremost dimty of the Japanese
Socialiats thervfore, 18 to count et this policy;
in the firrt place, by onpposing militarisia and
imperialism in every form, by weakening the
Japanese capitalist stronghold, by fighting for a
human life and material improvements at home,
etc.

But the other side of the fight against Imye-
rialism {5 to strengther the Chincse proletariat,
ta increasc its power of resistance, to help te
bring the Chinese movement in the line of class
consciolu -ness aud Boisauvism. Yur raet purpose
it is necessury to study closely its conditions,
ft= history, its traditions and feelinzs and to

. create by yonr own actions and deeds that feel-

ing of mutual trust, that is necrsesary for co-cvpe-
rution under such difficult circumstaaces. Japan
ard China as vationg are fn suth & direct anta-
gonism, that it may he heipful te have the sup-
port of European comrades in clearing up the
seneral eitnation and mutual misunderstanding,
We are becoming more and more aware of the
utimost importance of developments in the Far
Enast for the great problem of the world revolu-
tion. :

Industrial Unionism and the General Strike

Ry MORD WILGUS

A comraude from America

inquirce of me
“wWhether the Triple Alliance s slceping.”

Elecping does not dosertbe the Triple A'Mauce
correctly. 1 would rather guy that it was »till-
born. That the Alllabnce exikts can not be doubt-
ed, but its existence is that of dead matter,
devold of flesh and blood, and all the otuer
attributes that are charscteristic of lifie und
action. The cause of ity inactivity jy nelf-cvie
den. The Triplo Alllance is conpused o tiiree
distinet bodies: Miners, Rullwaymen, avd Trans-
port workers; each of -which inelsts on acting
individually on belalf of it own  partie:ar
interests, without the smallist regard for the
interests of the generul mass of workers. or
even of the other members of the Alianee, The
result is that tho Central Orcanization is power-
less to act as a eingle unit, a situation which is
a3 daugerous to labor us it Iy deplorable,
Moreover, the muving wnd crurngeous spirit that
Is essentla)l to a utrung contralized  bodyv  is
foreign to tbe fuke Labor leauders. Mr. Tuomas
Is still galloplug after the cuoat-tails o, respect-
ability, and Lis readiness to necept honors trom
the purusitie hands of the evplolters §s convine-
ing proof of s quite trultorous conduct 1o the
working class, Tha rewards of Judas lscurioy
wak microscopie vompared with those of J, it
Thomas, the man who would gladly UHek the
bools of the manter-cluss an & demonstration
of his wervility, Thisn is the same Jubortak.
vho shed crocodilo tears on his visit to (e
battlefielda of Franen, whera he obrerved the
body of the Right Hon. Raviwond Asquith Iymg
side hy side with that of u humble probetasmn
soldier,  What  further proof s Bocessgy o
Cemonstrute the inwriuele hiontity of the cliases”

The 8eattie Strike,

But to roturn to the tepic. Tast us paie
aud seo what eapesienee, the ablest of luaglely,

will tel) us on this fundamentul problem of
Indusinal Unionism and the General Strike, |
retor now to the general strike in Seattle—a
great industrial clty on the P"aciic coast—dur-
inr the early paft of 1919, The facts are as
foliowsa!: The ghipbullders had several grievances
agninxt their ‘movters, which they were anxious
to clear up. The union Interviewed the owners,
and they categerically refused to consider tae
demands. The workers' powerful industrial wea-
pon” was thercfore declded upon to bring the
horses to their senses. A strike was declared.
The companies eountersed with a threat ot
innuediate dismival of ull those men who failed
to return to work the following morning, a
threat which could casily be enforced, because
the signing of the Armistice hud diminished the
demand for shipping. The sitvation Became crni.
ticil, and a specting of the City labhor Coundil
wus culled to consider the grave danger to
orgnnizer labor, After a little hesitation and

rambling, a general strike was docided upon,
to tuke effect at ouce. The craft unions grected
this warery with great enthusiaswm, and the
general strike was  complete, The buzz and

tumnit of a great city was no more. Not &
thing was movisd-not even the private cars of
the masters, \Wherever a wason or an anto
was observed, it wan immediately silenced by
by the pickets. The factories were shut tight,
wal the city wns us quite as & dumb-bhell. The
obly vehicles thnt budged were those bearing
large uigne, with the inseription: “By Permis-
sion of the Lahor Council” Now, everyone {8
quite wware of the fact that 11 it comes tr a
tedt of cnduranee, the enpit:adista wre by far the
stronger, They do not Luy tlonr, potaioes, counl,
vedetubles ote, piecameal; on the contrues, by
putebaning these neeessition in Lage guantities,
they not only abudn them chienper, but they

- o

have a constant supply on hand. but not so the
working class, which lves from hand-to-mouth,
day in and dsy out, The Labor Council there.
fore found itsclf face to face with a situation
it had never even dreamed of. A firin decision
wry necessary. The Council either had to feed
the workers or surrender. May it be said to
tiie lasting credit 'of the Councl: that its mem-
bers braved the situation and dotermined to
feed the workers. Tho Councll was likewise
ohliged to provide food for the sick, keep the
ptreets clean, furnish lighta to the hospitals,
ete. Purthermore, in ordér not to let the row-
dies run rlot, the Council provided pickets (or
Red Cuards) to patrol the city streets. Hence
the functions of government automatically
dropped into the hands of the Labor Council
But was this Revolution? Not at all. It was
never intended to be such. What gctually hap-
pened was this: tho capitalists, terrificd at the
power dispiaed by the workers, called on the
military to intervens, and with force in one
hand and promisees in the other. they were
preparcd to talk to the workers on their own
terms—naturally] This ended tbe general
strike. What 1 wish to point out is that the

 subversion of the small crafts into that great

ocean of General Labor not only secured the
rights of organized labor in particular, but de
moustrated beyond a shadow of doudt that the
working class was able to take control of the
induetries, if they oniy desired to do so.
Industrial Unionism Not Enough.

To be sure, industrial unionism is absolutely
essential to modern class-warfare, but industrial
unionism per se is not the be all and end all
of capitalism. Indeed, there are plenty of in-
dustrial unions today which are highly reactto-
nary. The Miners’ Federation of America still
tolerates the renegade Lewis as its President,
i spite of his open betrayal of the miners Ia
their last strike. Australia bas a “One Big
Union,” yet it i far from being revolutionary,
It might even be stigmatized as conservative
Hence all talk of Industrial Unlonlem as the
Saviour of Mankind is pure bunkum and eclap-
trap. Unless the unionisrm be permeated with
a spirit of rebellion, and a conscious desire
to overthrow capitalism, its changing from craft
to judustrial organization fs like changing from
Tweedledee to Tweedledum.

Communism and the Limitations of
_ Economlc Strikes.

However, it is not at all essential that all
the workers be classconscious. Had the Rus-
sian Communists waited unti! each and every
Russian was a Bolshevik, they might bhave la-
gered an eternity—and longer still. 1t there be
dissatisfaction and discontent (and no one cam
deny that this is 8o today), a conscious minon
ity, conscions of fte h'storic mission, can and
must swing the masses towards a revolutionary
effort to cepture and destroy the bourgeois
state. It is the very absence of this active,
organized minority tbat causes the impetus of
all the great strikes to spcend themselves ia
utter exhaustion and in temporarr weaknees,
This is the reason why the Seattle general
strike was a failure, In spite of its apparent
success. No greater exhibition of solidarity
was ever ‘tnore complete than that of the work-
ers of Seattle. Yet it failed, The same.is true
of Winnipeg. A general strike such as Seattle
or Winnipeg can easily be turned 1.to a national
seneral strike if the active minority is on the
job. and well organized in a Communist Party.
To recapitulate: Industrial Uniouism to-day fis
made lmperative by the development of machi
nery and the couccntration of capital, but this
organization in ftscit is not, gnd cannot be the
“Messlah” of the livvolution. The union organ-
{zationr, by the very nature of things, are not
adapted to revolutionary action. Theelr fight
being ulways a straggle to better conditions,
they are mnot- able to distinguish between the
immmediate illusory guin and the complcete eman-
cipation ot their class. 1t Is therefore important
that we realize the natural limitations of purely
economic strikes.

In order to make the essential point, that
fudustrial " unjoniszin does not spell Revolution,
let us arsume that the Triple Alllance is &
unified body or One Big Unjon. True, such an
ergauizatica would bring us a :tep nearer to
Comniunism, but Industrial Uniontsm in itself
is not the Social Revolution. 1t ir simply &
more scientific reorzanizution of organized labor,
tor the purpese of repulsing tho onslaughts of
the centrulized caditalist class, which s able
by means of the trustification of industry to
pit one section of the workers againat the other,
This method of comtination by industry justead
of eraft is not the result of abstract phitosophd
cal reasoning, bt Is forced upgn the workers
as the only suitabic weapon for defense. The
proof of this lies in the fart that Industrial
Lufonism never precedes the trustification of
fndustry, but, on tho contrary, is the legits
mate and inevitable oft-spring of Big DBusiness,
In short. mnelther Industrial Uniondsm or the
Ueneral Strike (o wit, the late irish Ueneral
Strike to free the hunger strikers), means
sSoctal Revolution, The latter undoubtedly must
precede and then run concomittant with an up-
rising, but the suceensful “epginecering” of this
g nernd strike is the task of the <Communist
jrurty.

When the Revolution Will Comae.

To obtain EFconmnle Emancipation, {t s
necessary to fight for it. To walt, as some
myolutionary encydlopedic pedagogues advine us
s Viery often, uwninl all the workers ure organ.
fred futo Inductrin)l Untons, and thea to wailt
wnother ecentury  until caphtalisne crumbles by
its own  weight, 18 sbeer nonsen.e and hypo
erisy  Thut capitallsm contnins the poed ~f its
own destruction I8 evident, bLut we must remems

(Continned on page 7)
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A Re l LI c
] criran UussS
Bertrand Russell's  impressicns . of  Suiiet of human Iustitutions bhas taken place under
Russia hﬂ‘? been given the widest publlcit);‘m::l the mort adverse elrcumstances.  Those work
'"f ml‘p‘-ia:;: . l":m \‘N"{' h:‘n‘l'lw “rl;:oml; ‘l::lrm...- fng fur the entablishment of a cooperative
cals, Including the N. 3. £815 Y cotumonweaith deserve not only words of en-

vaake po contrihuticn to the knowledge of the

fovietg, already wade availuble through the
fnvestigatione  of ocich trained observers as,
Ransome, Bulitt, Price. Meliride, and others,

and afe valualble only insofar as the) saow the
effeet of a proletnriun revolution upon the mind
of the bourgevis pacifist and radical

Russell became famous during the war for
his opposition to the capitalist-imperialist goy-
ernments, -rightly atiributing the cause of all
modern warfave between cupilulist nations o
the nevd four worhl markets and for the ex-
ploitation of the peoples and resources ol Joss
developed coantrivs  fu the interesis of the
capitalist class of the nations imolved, aud
becauss of this and the articles contributed sifice
the war, ‘led. mauy 10 bLelieve that Russell was
conmvinced that war with all it horross could
only. be permanently avoided by the forchule
¢ieposesrion of the wapitalist claks and the in-
troduction of Communist society.

1 went to Russia.,” sayvs Russell, “believing
myeelf ac Connmunist: but contact with those
who have 1o doubts hes inteusitied a thousand
fold my -bwn doubts, not only of Communism,
bt of every creed x=o firmly held that for its
sake meu are willing to inflict widespread
migery.”

Russell might well have spared himsecll the
trouble of hisx nonth spent in Russia—a mere
reading of . the literature of {ommunism should
ba' o convinced him that. he never was a Com-
munist.

Russcll canpot think in terms of the worn.ag
class, A bourgeois sentimentalist and relformer,
“be himself has lived soft and euslly upoun the
unpaid lasor of the workers, having no con-
tact with them or their problems. Steeped ia
lmurgeois'mmmz,\'. he has no conception of
the class straggle. of the clash of irreconcilinble
vlass interests, culminating tn eivil war, the
arired upnising of the workers and the seizure
“ol pewer it the consciousuess and fultifment
of thelr historic mission.

“It 1 dificnly.” says Russell, “to exaggerate
the difference beiweer a Russian and an Fng-
fishiman. -1'am convinced that there is [ar mure
~esemblance betmeen Mr. Smullie and Mr. Win-
ston Chaurehill. than between the former aud
Lenin or the Jatter and Koliask.”.

Miere is an artemiut, common 1o all Lourgeols
Jeologisis, to wmake one belleve that there is
& fandamental diffeience between the peoples
of oue nation aind others, aud that the Lolshe
" visy Revolution 18 peculiar to Russia auu could
not possibly tuke place in England or America.
with simpilar resalts. ©  We yeuture (o assert
that Rursell would feel as wncomfortable iu
the compauy of the English Commuuixt Mrcl.ean
as he did in the company of Lenin, and as much
out of place in a mecting of Welkh ,miners or
the ship .workers of the Clyde as in any meet-
Ing of Russian workers in Russia.

One of the conditions upon which Hussell
was allowed to enter Russia was that he travel
with ‘the - Hritish labor delegation. in whose
coinpany he made the journey, a condityon that
Russell gayvs he wasx glad to comply wilh ana
which the Jaubor delegution ulloved tim to
fulfil. The fve members of the British lLabor
Delegation were not Communists und obl.q-r\‘ed
the same .phenomena in Russia that Russia did.
Als they  are real Englishmen, ar their wames
would indicate. The London dhaily Herald of
July -1zt pnblirbed interviews with the wmembers
of this dele¥ation, from which we quote, aud 1t
must be remembered that these Dritish ‘trude
unbonists wre ot apt to be over enthusiastc.

A. A Purcell:

“The, action of the cupilalist guvernmeuts
and ' thel. . complicity in attempts to crush or
gunized working: class Russiu had bevn atiply
provid. Le -Russlan Soviet Repubiic, to be
(ully - undérstood, -should be measured by the
fact that fts accomplishments had been perform-
ed In-the face ' of rix years' continuous war,
slways .on its soll, aud within its boruers, by
nasscs of conspirators bucked by foreign fin-
ance. Add to thal, long sustained aliucis aud
distortions of the foreign press, and one might
get a glhpsa of the wonderful achievements
of the Huseian Communist and trade union move
ment.” “On ‘the way home,” he added, “‘we
have read the Iving statements in the capitalist
press regardiag the Pollsh war, Aru-r. repeut-
Ing $he story of Russian victory, which the
press made a Russian reverse, he sald, they
bad actually secn Polish prisoners pass & reso-

Jution In the piesence of the delegutiou, giving
leaders,

thelr opluton of the war and uu-.ir" ade
afterwards attaching thelr signatures” 'Im%
we have in our possession.” “In  conciusion/’

sa'l Purcell, **All powor to the Soviet Republic’
Is what | wald iy Rus:ia, apd bhere in KEncland
1 say AN puwer to ghe Soviets everywhere!
Uip with the dictatorehiip of the prolesariat.”

R, ., Wallhend:
“The op-ning of the Volga will certadnly
hasten  ecoromle  reconktrucgan, and  already

the flew of ol from Buka 1x aterially alterlng
ghe ~wmben. e poor pearants wre Jutinittly
better off than ever they have ben betore. Thu
e tespousible for the recoustraction ure oty
haud

mi=gie, and with reason.  Thelr work fu
will alter the whole situation for the hetter”
Robort Walilames:

"Whst b buve geen in Ruamia supharaes Yy
it Lopefol cxpectations, FPhe gieutest expo-
fiee o ever made fn prorressdve  dovelopmicnt

couragement, but deeds. in thelr srupport. Brit-
ish labor is used to sympathetic striking in atd
of inen striving for trifing mprovement fn con-
ditions. but the Kussian revolutionist= strike
in the most effective way, for all the wealth for
tie workers who ald in the production of that
wealth.

“Sympathetic action {8 due to thewr because
they are in the van of the proletarian revolu.
tionary movement, and every advantuge they
can obtain, every reform they can ucln.v‘.'e, will
affect the workers in other countries.”

These Ate the impressions made upon the
L.inds of men, who, althongh they are not Com-
muuists, are by their own “proletarian experi-
enves, moveld g0 the expression of fnt-rnational
solidarity of all the workers of the world, and
who have observed the workings of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat in Russia, not as Eng-
Iishmen, but s workers,

Russell stresses the fact that by  dictator-
sitip the Russian Communist getually means the
rule of the class conscious proletarfat, the ruth-
less crushing of the counter revolution, the
forcible expronriation of the capitalist owners.
the iron discipline of the revolution,—sone-
thug that his bourgeois pacifist mind canpot
toleraje espocially when practiced by the work-
fugmen.

“Oppesition is crushed with out mercy,” says
Russell. “and since all evile are due to private
property, the evils of the Bolshevist regime,

while it has to fight private property wiil auto-
has succeeded.

matically ccase as roon as |t
These views are the familiar conscquences of
fauaticsl belief. To an Engliah mind they re-

fuforee the comviction upon which
Las been besed ever gince 168X, that kindliness
and tolerance are worth all the crceds in the
wor'd—a view, which, it is true, we do not
apply to other natlons or to subject races.”

Kind.iness and tolerunce by ihe capitahist
gictatorship, in England. indeed. lLet Russell
consider the riathless suppressiou of the workers
during the Chartist movement-—the East End
of london, the cotton mills of Manchestr, wiil
bear elogueng testitmouy to the kind and toie-
rant treatment of the children, the women and
the men of England at the hunds of her capita-
Jist class.

No working eluss in the world has been a0
mercilessly expleited and sacrificed as have the
workers of England In the attempt of the Brit-
tsi  imperialists to make England “the work.
shop of the world”

Perhaps Rusrell missed in Russia, the plea-
saut FEuglish country-side and the comiortable

nousex of the smug and complacein British
bourgeoisie. whose guest he has so often been—
aud that other Britigh fustitution—the poor
house.

But Rusc<ell is appalled when he contemplates

the prospect of eivil war, of world revolution.
lu this he svex an universal cataclysm in which
civilization might go under fur a thousand
Mears.
* Russell completely ignores the fact that the
capitalist s)stem J§s cellapsing, §s breaking up
and faulling to pleces about his euars, that a8 &
result oi this sysiem and the world wars it
breeds. whiole populations are dying of fuwmine
and disvase in the midst of fabulous wealth,
that capitaliet imperialist governmeuts only func-
tion to enslave the greater part of waunkind
and will if they endure attempt to drown in
their own blood the workers who seek to
aclieve their emancipation and with {1t the free-
dom of the bhumnan race,

As an alternative (o world revolution. {0 the
seizure of political power by the class ‘on-
scious workers and the establishment ol the
dictatorship of the proleturlat, leading to the
introduction of Communist society, -~ what do the
tussells propose?

PEACEFUL EVOLUTION,

The world fs standing at the cross rouds of
history and civilization {8 indeed in the balaunce.

“What {8 the (‘ommune, that sphinx so tan-
talizing to the bourgeois mind?” usks Marx,
“Tho proletarians of Paris,” sal@ the Central
Committee o its manifesto of JIsth March,
“amidsi the fuilures and trensons of the rul-
ing cliusses, have understood that the hour has
struck for them to save the situation by taking
into their own hands the direction of public
affuirs.... They have understood that it s
their imperious duty and their absoluie right
to render themselves masters of thelr own
destinies by seizing upon the governmental
power,”  “HBut,” says Marx, “the working class
canuot  simply lay hold of the ready made
stute .muchhwry and wield it for #tx own pur
poses.”

Tuis lessun the Russian Communints learued.
They have built up thelr own politicsl machy-
nery —the proletartan dicitatorship, ro obnoxious
to the bourgeois Rueselis.*

Murx thus dencribes (he eapitalist state;

"During  the subsequent  reglmes, the BOV-
crument placed under  parlininentary  control—
thut i, under the direct coutrol of the propertied
Classca-—becamo not only o hothed of huge nus
tionul debtn und erushing taxes; with ite i
restible alivcements of pluee, pelf, and  pat.
ronacsy, 1 became wot only (he boue of cou-
tention between 1o rival fuetions and adven-
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tures of the suling classes, but its political
simultaneously with tne
change~ in society. At the same pace at .aich
the progress of modern indusiry developed,
widened, fintensitied the class antagonism be-
tween capital and labor, the state puwer as-
sumed more and more the character of tue
national power of capital over labor, of public
force organized for social enslavement, of an
engine of class despotism. After every revolu-
tlon marking & progressive phase of the class
struggle, the purely repressive character of the
state -power stunds out in bolder and bolder
relief.”

“Imperialisin 18, at the same thmne, the most
prostitute and the ulgimute form of the state
power which ancient wmiddle-class soclety had
cemmenced to elaborate as & means of its own
emancipation from fevdalisyy, and which full-
Erown bonrgevis society had finally transformed
lmq & n.cans for the ensiavement of labor by
capital.” (Civil War In France.)

Heie is a perlect picture of that bourgeois
tiate, witich- our bourgevis pacifists fondly im-
atine will peacefully evolve into a co-opera-
tive commonwes’th, but which the working
clasg is coming niore and more o realize wust
ue destroved, root and branch.

_Russell fears that in the revolution which
will destruy this caplialist state machinery,
that, “the heritage of civilizution f{s like.y to
be Joet while hiatredy suspicion, and cruelty be-
come jormsl n the relations of human beings.”

One would thing to read this, that in Eng-
land. and America today, we are living nil a
pcrfg-c; heaven of fraternal bliss, and that love,
confidence, and kindness .are the normal rela-
tons between capital and labor and with each
mh.er. Here again, ‘Marx, with almost prophetie
vision castigates the Russella of our time.

“It i{s a strange fact. In spite of all the
tall talk and all the tmmense lterature, for the
last sixty years, about the Emancipation of
Labor. no rooner do the workingmen anywhere
take r{le subject into their own hands with a
will. than uprises at once all the apologetic
phrascology of the mouthpieces of present . so-
clety with its two poles of capital and wage
slavery (the landlord s now but the sle~ping
rartner of the capitalist) as if capitalisy soclety

charscter hanged

-wus still in fts purest state of virgin jnnoncence,

with _its antagonirm still undeveloped, with its
delusions still unexploded, with its prostitute
realities not vet lald bare....”

“Why those members of the ruling class who
Lre .Inu-lligent. enough to perceive the Impos-
sibility of continuing the present system-—-und
they are man)—have become the full mouthed
and obtrusve apostles of co-operative produc-
tion. lt' co-oLerative production i8 not to remain
& delusion and a snare: If it g to supercede
the capitalist eystem: if united co-opieratve so-
cieties are to regulate natluna! productionr rpon
4 commuion plan, thus taking it under their s;wu
control, and putting an end to the constant
anarchy and periodical convulsions wiich are
dhe fatality of capitalist production—wrat else,
gentlemen, would it be but Communinm~'im:
possible’ communism?* '

Russell visited Maxim Gorky and found him
dying, aud expresses the opinion that the ar
tistic aud intellectual life in Russia is dying
too. Just dlow much of the intellectual and
a‘r(stic life is vouch safed to the workers in
England and other capitalistic countries is too
well known to need extended comment; the ar-
rtlist: lx:lx;:i li:;tellifemsla' under capitalism are not

e e the workers
of the ruling claes. 4re the hired mea

In the Bullitt report we find it stated, “The
achieviments of the Department of Education
have been very great. Thousands of new
schools have been opened.” And the Ransome
report stales that whereas under the Crar's
regime there were six universities there are
now sixteen, with a constantly fncreasing at-
tendance. Tuition Is free, and working iuen
and women are urged to attend. The number
of librries has more thap doubled, -The num-
ber of schols has vastly increased. Art gal.
leries and the opera are open to the poorest

"workers at prices that they van pay.

1t uappears that out of a mass of contradie-
tions (for example, where Russell says in one
place that, “The Russiap Government is not
imperialistic In spirit, and would prefer peaoce
to conquest,” and in another, “The reconquest
of Asfatic Russia tas revived what is essen-
tiully an imperlallst way of thinking....”) that
tl'ne one thought to which Russell Lolds fast s
him abnormal fear ang obsession, common to
all Lourgeois pa~ifists and “Yyellow" Socialisis
that the centralizatlon of power in the handl'
of the class consclous proletariat, and the world
reveiution which Impends and which the Third
:ll:ll;:nt:;tlon:l lix:i pregni'lng for, will atart a con-

ution, beride which the W
onl)l' & skirmish. World War will be

€t it bo understood that revolutio
tade’ with rosewater, Nothing was evne.r .;(?hlr:rt
ed b?' an oppresred and slave class withoug
0 Biruggle, he every day eiruggle of the
workers to malntain g “Uving” wage hew et
times  developed into  bitrer and Dbloody «con
fiets  entatling  untoly suffering and hardshi)
Wpun the workers and thelr Tumilies, and  (hes
wre mere eklnmishes in the clars war, Com
’num.ulu do rog shrink from thelr stern  dut;
Ihe revoluttonury  wur for emancipation trop
Witize slavery will npt be won  withou som
Canunlties wiong the hraveat and the best, hp
the bloodshed wpnd the alavighter of the wu'rkm
In (he dmporindizt wars wuged by ecaplitallam fe
esceed thoe wacrifics {mposed upon the warkep

(Conttuuea on page 7)
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in thix their Gnal bhatile for freedomn. Aud the
degree of suffering will depend upovn the poe-
patuifon and orgunization of the woikers in
eacu country. Jf the workers hoed the lesrons
of the KRursian Revolution, if communist pro-
paganda reaches them, and the road to power
made  plmn, the woverthrow of the capitalisg
dictatorship will be less sanguinary. But if the
workers follow false teachers of the Russell
type and the “yellow"” Soclalist, the hlood bro-
1nars of the Russclls. with their siren song of
prace, peacs, when there can be no peace, tlen
indeed. led into a blind alley of social retorm,
the way out mamy be bloody beyond compare.
“The working clanss did not expect miracles
froin the Commune. They have no rcarly made
Ltopias to introduce, par drcret dn peuple,
They know that in orler to work out their own
vinancipation, and along with |t that bigher
form to which present soclety is {rre~istibly
tending, by its own economical agencies, they

THESIS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

will Yarve o0 pass through lons  s'riuggeles,
throagh a :eries of - historic proveseres, travs
foruing circamstances and men.  They have no
idealn 10 realize, but to s¢t free the clements
of the new rociety with which eoliapsing bor
geod  socicty itscll is pregnant,  lu the full
conxcicusness of thelr historic inisswen, and with
the hercic reseolve 10 act up to it, the working
clarg can afford to smlle &t the coarse invee-
tive of the gentlemen with the pen and ink
horn, and at the didactic patronage of the well
wirhing bmm.:c-ms doctrinaire, pouring forth
thetr fgnorant platitudes and sectarian crotchets
in the oracular tone of scientific infallibility.”
{The Civil War in France.—Karl Marx.)

Thus Marx disposed of the bourgeois and
“yellow" uwoejatist «(ritica of the commune fifty
vears age. Thwe these owls of our generation,
blinking in the sunlight of the workers dawn,
will never know, can never understand.

OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

(Continued from page 1)

munist f.abor Party of Germany') deciare that
“the party, too, must adapt itself more and
more to the idea of the Soviets and to, adopt
a proletarian character—"Wird pefordert dass
auch die Partei sich immer mehr dem SNatege
danken anpasst und proletarischen Charakter
annimmt”  (“Kommunistische Arbefterzeitung).
This is a misleading statement of the idea thut
the Communist Party, forsooth, must melt into
the Soviets, that the Soviets, can, sumehow,
take the place of the Communist Pary,

This idea is fundamenally incorrect and re-
aciiunary.

in the history of the Russian Revolution,
we witne:sed a whole epoch when the Soviets
opoeed the Lioletarian party and. suppoitea the
policy of the agents of the bourgeoisie. The
same was witnessed . QGermuny. The same
is possible in other countries also.

On the conirary, in order that the Soviets
may carry out their historical mission, the
existence is required of such a strong Commun-
ist Party that it will not merely “adapt itseit”
1o the Sovicts, but will be able 1o exercize a
decisive jufluence on their policy to force them
of their uwn accord to reject “adaptation” to
the capitalist class and the White Socuial Demo-
cracy, and, through the mediumn of the Com-
wunixt groups in the Soviets, to lead the latter
ip the path lald down by the Party.

Those who propose that the Commuaisi
Purt should “adapt’ itseif to the Soviets, those
who see in such an adaptation a strensthening
of the “proletarian character” of the Party——
such persons are conferring a very doubtful
favor npuon both the Party and the Soviets, and
are ignurant both of the meaning of the Pargy
and of the menning of the Soviets. The “"So-
viel idea” will be victorions the more gu.ckly,
the stronger are the Communis: parties which
we ure able to create in every country. The
“Soviet jdea” is now recognized in words hy
many  “independent”  Soclalinis uud  +ven oy
Right Socialists.  We ghall only be avle two
prevent these clemwents from distorting the So-
viet idea If have & strong Communist Party,
capeble of defining the policy of the Soviets,
and of leading them in its train.

(%) The Communist Party is requivedqby the
woriing class not only before the coiquest of
pows=, and not only ‘during <he conquest of
péwer into the hands of the working «luss. The
histe;y of the Rusecian Communist Party, which
fur Liree years hLas been in power in a gigan-
tic vountry, shows that tne pary played by the
Counaunist Party after the congnest of jower
by tire working class has not only not bren
dimiinizhed, but, on the eontrary, hbuas had &
colosral development.

(1) On the nwrrow of the conquest ol
pewer Ly the proletariat, Iits parry neverth-less
remal. », &8 belore, culy a gection of the work.
ing ctass. But §t I8 precisely that section of
the working clags which organized victory. The
Comuiunist Party duriug twenty years, as we
saw in Russia—during thirteen years, ag we
see in Germany—-jn itg struggle not only with
-tie cepltalist class bht with those *Socialists”
who were the lusirumens of bourgeois jufluence
on the workers, attracted into its runks the
muat  steadfast, the most far-sighited, the niost
advance:l fighters of the working class,  Ouly
in the presence of such a stronyly knitted
organtzation of the best suwction of tae worning
cluss I8 it peseible 1o overcome all those .ail-
ficu'ties whalch arise befere the Working «luss
detarorship on the morrow  of victory, ‘the
organization of & new  proletarian  ited Arnmny,
the practical annibilation of th:: borurgesis state
apparstus und Lie creatlon i vs place of e
begsinnings of 8 new proletasinn state spparatng,
she struggle against he sectiona:] sthvings of
indfvidunl  groups  of  workers, the struppie
prainet local and  regional C‘patriotisn,” - the
beating ovut of paths towards & uew Labor dis
clpline ~in all thore spheres a decfsive volce
beloge to the Communtst Party, the members
of which, by thelr Jiving example, Jehd in iheir

JCONOMIES  AND POLMTICS DURING THE

it noecessity requires to tuke, at

traln the majority of the working clase,

(11) The necessity of "B political part of the
proletariat disappears only
abol:ition of classes. On the road to this finul
victory of Communisin, it i possible tnat the
relative importance of the three fuudamental
proletarinn urganizations of to-day (the Party,
the Soviets, and the Producers’ Unionx) will
be altered, and that gradually one single type
of labor organization will be crystailzed out,
But the Commurist Party will be amalgamated
cntirely with the working class only when Com-
munism cease to he an aim of the striggle and
the whole working class hecomes Comnunist.

(12) The second Congress of the Comm:inist
International must ot only aflirm the hictorical
mission of the Communist Party generally, but
inust point out to the international proletarirt,
if only in the most general terms, what kind

©of & Uommunist Party is required.

113) The Communirt Interuational considers
that, especially in the epoch of the dictatorship
of the proletarial, the Communist Parcey must
be bufit up on the foundation o: aa iron rrule-
rarian  centrallam.  In  order suceessfully to
cuide the working class in the long and obsti-
nate c¢ivil struugle that is upon us, the Com-
inunst Party itsclf must create within its ranks
an fron military discipline. The experience of the
Russian Ccoimnmunist Party,  which has f{or three
veurs stuccessiully sulded the civil wir of the
working class, hag shown that in this sphere
withonut the strictest discipline, the most perfect
centrelization, and the most complete comradely
confiedence of all the Party orgaunl.aticng In
tl.e guiding party <«cutre, the iictory of the
workers I8 impossible,

(14) The Communisy Party mus: be bully up
on the fnundation of democratic ¢entralism. The
chief principles of democratic ceatrajt<:a are:
the elective character of the lower grcups, the
absolitely binding character of all the directions
of a higher bedy tor the subordinste groups,
end the enistence of a powerful party cenpre of
unquestionable authority for all the jcaders cof
party life from Congress to Congress.

(15 A whole series of Communist Parties
in Europe and America, in view of the state
of siece Introduced by the capitalist clase againet
ine  (Cerimunists, are forced to carry on an
tlegal existence. 1L i essential to Temember
that iu such a =tate of things it is occdsonalty
necessaty 10 abundon the striet appiication ot
tre princijle of election, and to ailow the -
rectmg orpans of the party the tight of co-
optation, a® wus the case in Russia ar one
titue,  In & defacto giate of tiege the Commun-
st Party will ot ouly be unahle to have re-
COUISe ON eVery scrious guestion to a4 demo
cratic referenduam amongst all the menmbers of
thie puriy (tne proposal of a seeticn of toe
Ameticsn Communists), hut, on the contrary,
musy ewower its exvcutive centse to be able,
short ncliee,
dewcisions which are nnpurtant ter all meotabers
ot the pai.y.

i16) Tihe preaching of wide “auton~my” tor
sepuraie local organizations of the party et the
Iresent momen; only weakens the ranhs of thg
Communmist Party, undeninines '8 capaclty ror
work, an:d asrigts the potty bourgcois, anarehicul,
centritugal elements. »

{17y In the Countries where the bourgeoisie
or the counter revolationary socia) democracy,
ir still in powcr, the Communist Partles must
learn a curiately to co-ordnate thelr legal wo'k

with their illepzal, and, with thir, the leial
work must always remaein under the de fato

ctatrol of the Hlegal party. The parliameniury
rroupx of Communists, both in the contra) and
in the local govcrpment finstitutions, must be
atwolutely and entirely subordinate to the Com-
munist Party a8 a whole independent!y ot
whepher the party as a Whole at the given
moment I8 8 Jegad or an illegnl orguniiition,
Those doputics who, In one way or another, do
pxt obey the orders of the party, must he ex-
pelled from the ranks af Mic Communis's,
tTo bo concluded.)

PERIOD OF TRANSITION.

1Continued from eoare 4)

PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP WHA,
END SOCIAL CLABSES,

alolition of cleases,  The
dletgtorship of e proletariat has done  its
utrust to bring  wbout this  abaliion, bBug it
fo mpcseible ta do away with the clise 2y stem
all 4t once.  Thue the clinses have remaltied
sul will remadn, Wl thirmgty (he period of pro-
Jowmninn dictatorshlp,  Whea clansw have Bu-

Soctullsm s the

alle disappearcd. thers will Le nu reed teor
dictatorship, bug they will nevar disappor with-
out tne dictatorshig of the warxking cluks.

The viesses havo renminad, but cach one of
them hue taken a different aspect durb:g tils
peried of protecarsan dictatorship, a changea hay
atwu {akes place o thelr mntual relatiens, The

cloes strugple does not deappear vnder prele-
mofin dtotuntorsbiin, it orly takes L u it font
farm.

with the ecomplete -

Vuder capitalism the proletariat has always
been the oppressed cliss—the class which was
demed ownership of the means of production,
which alome was directiy snd co:npictely op-
nosed to the bounrgeofric,  Therefure it was the
only class cupable of remaining revalutionary
vight throagh (ae struggle.  Having ovetrthrown
the borregenisle, and having conquered political
power, the proletariat has become the governing:
clasr,  The State Power is fn its hends; f{t
controls the sovialized means of production, it
zuides the vadillatin~ intermediate elements and
classes, it crushes 1Lhe power of resistance of
the exploiters, All these are special tagks of
the cass struggle, tasks which, formerly, the
proletariat did . not and counld not undertake,

THE EXPLOITERS ARE OVERTHROWN

BT NOT DESTROYED,

The c(lass of eaploiters, landowners and <apt
tulists baw anot disappearcd, and could not dis-
app ur «t once under the dictatorship of the
proletariat.,  The exploiters are overthrown, but
not destreyed.  They retain the basis of inter-
national capitalism, of which they are part and
parcel. They still possess some means of pro-
d-ction. as well as monrcy and extensive soclsl
connection.  Their power of resistance has iu-
creased a hundred, nay, a thousandfold by the
very fact of their defeat. Their abliity
State, military, and economic adminisiration,
affords them u great superfority, so thut their
importance Js considerably out of proportion
to their numerical strength. as compared with
the whole population.

The class struggle of the overthrown exploit-
ers abainst the victorious vanpuard of the ex-
rloited, tie proletariat, has become more iIn-
teuse. This s only a natural development of
the revolution which the "heroes” of the Second
International sre vainly endeavoring to demy,
by snbstituting reformist fllusions for the hard
facts of revolution, .

Finally, the peasauntry, and the entire small
Lomngcoisie are occupying, under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, a medinm, or {interim,
position, On the one hand, they represent a
considerable and in hackward Russia, an enor
moux) masxs of workers, united by the desire,
commen to all workers to free themselves from
the domination of landowners and capitalists,
¢m the other hand, they consist of small pro-
mictors and traders in towns and villages. Such
an economic situation must inevitabiy produce
indecision and waverings {n the relations be-
ween the proletariag and the bourgeoisie, As
the struggle of the bourgeoinie becomes inten-
sitied, a!l socirl relations undergo & great radi-
cal chanre, the ingiained conservatis:n of the
pearants wnd small hourgeoiste is bound to
jead to irndecision and to sadden and spa mnodie
cuanges 1 the adherence of these elemecats to
cither ore side or the other.

The proletariat »:ust endeavor to Ini.ience

and guide thesar vaucillating soclal elc.nents,
steadvitg and shurring on the waverc.s and
bacheliders,

We have only to take into consideraiion all
the twrdamental forces or classes and the
change brought about in their mutval relations
by the protetarian dictatorship, in order to
realize how infinitély absurd, nay, stupid, is the
small boargeois thieory (ro prevalent in the 8ec-
ond International) (hat Soclalism will be at-
tained itrougn “democracy In geueral”” ‘This
colloral errcr i hased on the Lqlief in the
classless character of democracy, a belief jp-
stilied by the bourgeojsic. In reality, democracy
Meelf enters on a new phase under proletarian
dictatorsip, and the class sgruggle is lifted into
¢ higher plune, superseding aM and every other
form ¢! contest,

Generalitirs  alout liberty, equality, dcemo-
craey sre othing but a blind yeplica of notions
borrewed from conditions and r.olations tn in.
dustriel jseduction.  The endeavor to solve Ly
means ! there phrases the concrete tasks of
the dictitorship of the proletariat is tantamount
‘e sdopting, a!l aloug the line, the theories and
principics of thie bouargeotsie. From the prole-
tarian poing of view, the only iinportant ques-
tong gre:

“Frecdom fiom ‘oppression by which class?”

“Equality ketweén what classes?”

“Democracy on the basis of private property,
or cn the bas:is of the struggle for the elimi-
nation of private prcperty?”

From “Workers Dreaduaught”
UNIJIONISEM AND THE GEBNERAL
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Ver that the fruit growing ot of this steed fr
nohing  lexs than tlie pripertylees  proletarian
masscs. Whon the gap between thuse sho have

pu@ thore who have pot is widened o sach an

extert that it becomnes unbridgable, then, and
then only, is the Revolation s aled, N bodr of
mdn will staree to death withoat mading a

despeiate gffort 10 goer the teod from those who
tave 11, wut this §x not suficient. \Wa demand
he complete “runitilation of Wage Shvesy,

The Social Revolution can Qe successfully
retarded by a Friple Alllinco that Ras fallen
f1.to0 the clawe of Jethargy nud vitugermjog; and
in doth lasy sud impotent f ke wfe action.
A Triple Alhwnce of one selid orpgsnlietlon agt-
ing constaatiy e 8 single ynir will andoubtedly
wecelerate the Iy of Judgment.” In all ovendr,
the complere oxetinciton of the eapitallst claws
cad only he ocomplshed by ¢ Communist
Party that leclures thyut te be 'te sole aim aul
wfort. ‘Ihat Is viearly tl'e nag of the ‘faird
Iisernat®na!l end ol e aflidiated orgtin.eatious,
Thereforoe 2l harta for a strong  Coniniunist
Party of Creas tgitain.g Ayound meh 1 party
tho adva.ccd cls coracims g of the worle
Mg ¢ Bnn il and mast gnday In onder (o adsure
the tnengt o, world-wide €ommemem,

B oo the Wol, ety Dreadnoaght,



Figt

THE OOMMUMIST

Impressions of

(Continued

rograin spcags about participating in
'erl!::toxru l:‘m- Iegisla(l}\'e bodies only, siuch &s
Congress, City (‘ouncils and State Legialat!ves
Here apprared conflicting opinions, Se\eful
delegates tuok a stand condemning par.jament-
ary action altogether. Brown of the C. L. P:
arzued arainst participation in parliamettary
actions. lHe was supported by severa! from the
CGommunist Farty. Other dclegates demanded
that the elections sball not be limited for legis-
lature bodies only, but shall include executive
offices as well, such as President, Governor,
and Mayor. Both sides attempted to prove thetr
ints of view.

lm'l‘he opponents of executive elecuong argued
that the election of Communists as Governor,
Mayor, and Sheriff will corrupt them and will
be detrimental to the movement; that we have
no right to take upon ourselves tue responsioi-
lity for the bourgeois state; that a Communist
as & meyor would have to carry out the orders
of the City Council, jn which will be the repre-
sentatives of capitalist parties; that h2> will
either have to disregard his Communism or else
for even one day; that our participetion in
electlon is only for propaganda purposes and
he will have no opportunity to keep his job
that were our representatives even to enter
Congress it would be only for purposes of
obstruction, in order to destroy the parllament
as their slogan there would be: “Down with
parliaments. Long live the Soviets and the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat.” These were lhe
arguments of those who opposed executive elec-
tions. The defenders of executive electious,
Raphailoft (C. L. P.) and Caxton (C. P.) were
not left behind in argumeants. It was under
stood by both sides that we would not parti
cipate in elections this year. And as every-
thing must come to an end so these debates
were also ended. Not because the delegates
grew tired of it, no, they could have argued
ad infinitum, bit some wise fellow made a
motion to put the question to a vote and it
passed. We felt relieved. And, when the vote
was taken, the anti-parliamentarians and sup-
porters of executive eclections were delea_tgL
The question of Industrial Unfonism uvaiied
forth a great deal of dissention. This was a
question that divided even the “left wing” of
the convention, which was its directing influ-
ence in matters of principle. The left delegates
from the East were firmly opposed to any rela-
tions with the 1. W. W. Thelr argument was
that we tan co-ordinate our activity only with
" such organizations, which recognize the dictator-
ship cf the proletariat, mase actiom, and stand
on the same ground of principles as ourselves.
The Chicago left delegation favored co-ordinat-

fug our activity with that of the 1. W. W,
These difierences, however, pertained not to
matters of principle. but only tactics. It was

a very long debate. Two thirds of the delegates
were of the opinion that we can enter into
relations with the I. W, W, because it is the
only movement of Americon workers, which is
of a potentially revolutionary character. Com-
rade Dowson expressed his opinion very force-
fully. He argued that the A. F. L. must be con-
sidered from the stand point of the local uniloms
and not as the officlal Gompers organization;
that he 1. W. W. is not the only organization
which advocates Industrial Uniopism; that what
we need is the creation of a new General In-
dusirial Union, which would also incinde all
the other in “One Big Union” After long
debates tlhis was also terminated. The originat
form was adopted with & few improvements.
“A stronger J. W. W, must be created etc”
was stricken out, Further, the part reading
“A Communist, wbo belongs to the A. F. L.
hecavse of the absolute necessity of a job shall
utilize every opportunity to express his opro-
sitlon to this organization, not to reform it
but to destroy it Here he words were stricken
out “because of the absolute necessity of a job.”

The queation of & name for the party called
forth a brief debate. The delegatos of the C. P.
decided at thelr firet session to insist on the
original name of their party. They carried out
this decision and voted for the namne ‘‘Cominun.
ist Party.” On the other hand the delegutes of
the C. L. P. demanded that the new party shall
be known as '"The United Communiat Varty."
The vote resulted in 30 for the Cominunist
Party. Uproar followed. Comrade Flvon speaks
heatedly. e threatens not to work in the organ-
fzation of brauches. He doecs not want to work
for the “majority” of tho former C. P.; he doca
not want to be responsible for thelr dolngs,
thelr literature and pampblets. He asks how it
would bLe possible to tell the difference between
& paper of the “majority” and our paper. It
must be uadmitted that arguments were sotnd
and—afler 1 secoud vote it was decided to name
the new party “The United Communist Party.” A
small “surprise” was sprung at this unity con-
vention. While the €. L. P. opposcd FFederations
last Yeer und the C. P. favored them, at this
convention tho reverse was the ease—the C. P,
against Mederatioys and the C. 1. P, for them.
The rea:am of such a change les in the faet
that  several branches, wbich were vapelled
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from the C. P. and joined the O. L. P. carried
there the spirit of the Federations. As fiery
defenders of the Federations stepped forward a
few delegates from Rueeian Branches, who were
expelled from the Hussisn Federation and who
were eager to show what they could do in such
organizations. Two plane of organization were
presented because the “Unity Committee” could
not sgree on one plan. And we, therefore. bad
two currents. QOur current wias for modified
Federations and it was supported by the dele-
gates Raphaiioff and Dudbuer (C. L. P.); a sec-
ond current was for a complete abolition ol
Federations as a hindrauce to s properly cen-
traMzed party, and it waa strongly defended by
the delegates Newman, Delion, Zlank, Ford and
Damon. The result is already known to our
comrades—the Federations were abolished.

Were it nol the election of party officisls,
the convention would bhave rewafned in the
memory of many delegates, especlally those of
the “left” as a model conveuntion, without any
binding caucuses, only tbe usual, and without
machines. But that would be expecting too
much. Well, when it came to the “jobs™ there
started caucuses, big and small. The caucuses
of the C. P. delegates were not binding.

As the C. E. C. had to exist of nine mem-
bers, the “leaders” of the C. P. expected to elect
five of their number and four would represent
the C. L. P. Five declegates for the C. E. C.
were nominated, but during tbhe nomination of
alternates there arose a dispute. Commade New-
man asked whercin consisted the difference be
tween electing five from the C. P. or five from
the C. L. P, He asked, “Why should we be so
interested in clecting- five delegates instead of
four? What will it matter, who bas one member
more, we or the former C. la P.? We are now
one party Are there then differences and divi-
sions left according to parties? When we left
delegates began our strugsle about the question
of mars action, we have found supporters among
the C. L. P. On the other band there stood
memnbers of the C. P. in opposition to us. In
many other questions the same thing happened.”

“The left elrments of the C. P. and of the
C. L. P. have joined forces. Why should we
be interested in electing a comrade who does
not agree with us on fundamental questions of
principle? The left comrades of the . L. P,
are a great deal pearer to us than some of our
own delegates. We bave not pow two parties,
but only cne.”

The last words sirongly appealed to comrade
Damon’s emotions and he vigorously applauded.
He &lso expressed the thouzht that it is ome
party and .edvised the comradea to use their
own judgment when voting. ’

,’(l%.e delegates of the C. 1. P. were also
cauCusing a greal deal. They also decided to
nominate five delegates. And whea the election
took place, the result indicated that the caucus
of the C. P. was no caucus at all—fve of the
C. l. P. and four of thr C, P. were elected.
Comrade Brown of the C. L. P. was elected as
Interuational Secretary with 30 votes as against
Caxton with 23. The defeat was due to the

fact that one of the C. P. nominces was mot’

a fit person, and as several wominces of the
C. L. P. appeared to be better fit for the office,
they succeeded in swinging some C. P. delegates.

Damon immediately resigned and after him
Scott and Reinhart. It must be noted here that
the delegates of he C. L. P. behaved with tact
and honesty. On the contrary, several delegates
of the C. P. talked about a split. And all on
account of thé jobsas no questions of principle
were involved.. The delegates peparated, Once
more deparite caiucuses. . The “leaders” seemed
to prefer to split the movement rather than to
allow such a C. E C. The delegatos of tue
C. L. P. were very obstinate. They argued that
it was not their fault that delegates of the C. P.
have voted for them. It was up to the left
delegates to show once mmore that he movement
was dear to them and that they will not permir
a split after so much wasted time and energy.
They were disappointed with the leaders of the
purty, with their conduct, They were Indignant
about Dammon, who used his position to force
his demands on the convention. The party is
dearer to them thau such trifles r.ud they moved
that the C. P, caucus be binding. Nominations
were resumed. The evening passod and  the
woruing following. A C. E. C. of ten members
is now uander coneideration. The delegates of
the C. Jd.. P, are still caucusing. A group of
delegotes from the O, P. wopt over to the
cancus of the C. L. P, eluging the Intcernational.
That was eflective, The other went to mect
them. ‘They greeted each other warmely and
in this manner a aplit was avolded. The elec-
tlons went off quickly. As International Secre
tary was Caxton elected Jnstead of BPBrowr.
Damon and ‘Myer remain  Juternational Delo-
gates; Scott {8 an alternate for Damon and
Herry for Myer, The C. K. (!, cons!sts of Danon,
Beott, Relnhart, Delfop, C(aston; Brown, Dow-
xon, Klein, Flynn, and Myer. The altornates are
Zamtin (C. P.), Lubner (C. L. P.), Stone (C. P,
dJonus (C. 1. P.), Kerger (C. P.), Hl (C. L. P),
Ford (C. P.), (Molkalb (C, L. P.) Kazbock
(C. P.), Layon (O 14 PJ).

And %0 overything is well that ends well.
Neverthelens, §t ls difficult 10 forget the only
atuln on the wnity couvvontlon, Porhaps, we
shall forget in the future, i1 our leaders will
niend thetr ways and will be willing to repress

their individual whims. Aund st!}l we had one
of the fincst conventions that ever took place.
The convention as & whole was eathusiastic, a
whole world of enthusiasm, a wbole world of
relfegerifice and idealism,

1 sit in the train. Opposite to me sits an
American delegate. 1| recollect how he attacked
the left delegates oan the question of mass
action. 1 asked him, what he thinks in general
about the gathering. “We have a model of a
program. We need not be ashamed of our
program. A real definilely revolutionary pro-
gram,” says he. I see in these words the infiu.
ence of our delegates on the American com-
rades. 1 see that the latter are gradually
developing a truly rovolutionary spirit,

And all this during a period of one week!

It is to be regretted that we could not stay
together a little longer....

CASH STATBMENT FOR JULY, 1920,
Cash Rece 4:

Dues:
lettish Federation ............3 18840
Ruselan Federation ..... 421.20

Teses

Russian Federation Back Dues 100.00 70940
Convention Assessments ...... 2374.83 2,374.63
Organization Fund:
District 1. cievenneiecineiveeas 3900
District I L iviveeencrnnarree 69,40
District IVC. (vevveevriveveeees BLIE
Dll!rict V. e8P svtacssanrrsenss 10.00
Philodelphia Lithuanian ...... 75.00
Ukrainian Federation ......... $00.00 1,000.15
Defense Stamps
District HL ......cccv0uvveees 10.00
Russian Federation .......... 48.756
N. Y. tessersarsernsenese 29,00 87.76
Defense Contribhtion
District V. .....ccoiiiivvien.. 160,00  150.00
“Communist” Returne:
District L ....coiivviviiinne..  39.68
District I .........000nenen. 6.00
District IVC. ...cvivvinnnnn... 2,76
District V. ...o.vvviinncrnnnn. 1.00
Russian Federation ...... veses 2600 74.30
}.):unm:
etrict III. ......... teviesesa 22,68 22468
Loan from Boston L. B. ...... 10000 100.00
Returned on Com. Priuting ..., 18.95
Returned on- Contingency Fund 16.00 33.85
District Adjusuments L ........ 3450
District Adjustments II1. ...... §5.32
District Adjustments IVe. ..., 6.4
District Adjustments IVab, .... 2713
District Adjustments V. ...... 1100 134.89
Towl Recelved in July........... .4,689.12
Balance from Juve ..... eecssensees 98137
$56,620.29
CASH PAID
Office Expenses:
Sundry . . ..civeeninnn... AN | 35.97
Bupplies ...ci.iiiiiniiiiiiee.. 800
Salaries . . ........... veea-ees  460.00, 6504.57
Convention Expenses:
Delegates sesenneicsnanasnas.],438.50,

Miscelaneous ., . .,............
Traveling Expensss:

116.6C 1,650.12

Dhsgrict L ... .coivnennnnnn. 1.00
District . ... vveniennnn... e 2.00
District ML .............. ceees 2934
District IVab. ........cc..... oo 6391
District IVC. coveevinvnnnnnnn.. 4744
District V. .. .vviievnieninrnne.. 387 153.66
District Miscl. Expenses:

Distriet I ..........c...... vees 1058
District 11. ......... 6.26

District 11, ... ccovvinniinnnne 4.53
Distriet IVab, .............. vee 3.560
Distriet IVe. ......0viiiiiie., 500
Vistet V. ....oooviennnn. voo %6.7¢ 5737
Salaries:

District 1. ..ccvvvannnn... cees 180,00
Mstrict IL ....0ivnineiinnee,. 285.00
District 1L .......... cerasiaee 270,00
District IVeb. ................. 215.00
Dletrict IV, ... ..ovvvvvinnnnns. 186.00
Dletrict V. ..ovvvvnnnnnann, veee 30600 1,270.00
Communist Printing ......,.... 201.00

Editor . ..iiiiiiienirnirnnese. 226.00
Dellvery ...ciiiivennnnnninnnes €26 43228
Lit. Printing .......v.00vvne.. 22500  226.00
lcaflet Printing ...,........ 40.566 40.56
International Delegates., ......... 560.00 560.09
C. E. C. Meetlng .....5........ B6.71  §6.71
Office F. & F.).viviivrninenes 78.50 16.50
DMstriet Adjuspments S, ....., 15.00

Lletwict Adjustments KV, .,..... 200.00
District Adjustinents V. ,...... 260.26 675.2¢

Total Paid fa July............... 553019
Balanco to August .......,........ $90.10
;a ——e g

6.620.29

Have you contributed your One Day's Pay to
cuvy on  the Party work?



