k]

kCombined with ‘“The Revolutionary Age”’

e Communist

., - All Power To The WorKers!

Vol. 1. No. 1.

CHICAGO, ILL., SEPTEMBER 27, 1919

Five Cents

The Call to Action

'I N HE Communist Party is now a faet. It
issues its challenge to Capitalism,
making clear its purpose of mobiliz-

ing the workers for the conquest of power.

It issues a challenge to the workers, calling

them to the militant struggle against Cap-

italism.

‘With the organization of the Communist
Party, the conscious American workers
respond, to the Communist {nternational,
unite with the revolutionary workers of the
world in the final struggle against Capital-
ism.

Revolutionary Socialism. in the United
States ceased being a faction, and now be-
comes a disciplined party of revolutionary
activity. The Left Wing of yesterday is the
Communist Party of today, organized on the
solid basis of a militant membership and a
clear, realistic and uncompromising pro-
gram of theory and action.

The Communist Party appears as the
largest working class party in point of
membership: this alone indicates the mass
impulsa behind the party. 1t appears, not
in response to the whims of individuals,
but in answer to the vital needs of the
workers in this epoech of the collapse of
Capitalism.

At all points the new party meets the
requirements of the present situation and
of the proletarian class struggle. It breaks
completely with the remnants of the re-
actionary Sacialist Party; it repudiates the
wavering, hesitating ‘‘Communist Labor
Party;’”’ it stands clear on the solid base
of principle, a real Communist Party, with
no taint of hesitation or of compromise.

To compromise is fatal. There must be
unity of fundamentals: otherwise the work-
ers are doomed to subjection or futile in-
purrection, and inevitable betrayals. Not
the least task of the Communist Party is to
expose the misleaders of the workers, the
potential Scheidemans, Noskes and Haases,
men who play with revclutionary phrases
but put over reactionary deeds.

The Communist Party comes with a call
to action. It comes to rally the workers for
the militant struggle against Capitalism.
Its purpose is to inspire the struggles of the
workers with revcolutionary initiative, en-
ergy and objectives. The Communist Party
is the most resclute and consistent expres-
ion of the working class movement.

Our program is clear: it calls for the
overthrow of (lapitalism and the establish-
ment of a dictatorship of the proletari.t.
That objective will determine our actions:
that goal we shall ncver lose sight of.

But we shall not speak of proletarian
dictatorship while ignoring the immediate
mass struggles of the proletariat. Our party
is a party of action, it will engage in the
militant mass struggles of the workers, since
out of these struggles develop that under-
standing and capacity necessary for the
workers to establish the dictatorship ¢f the
proletariat.

The American proletariat is restless. Its
more progressive elements have caught the
vision of the proletarian revolutions in
Europe.. The mass of the workers suffer
under more achte oppression, and are
anxious for a change; but they are not
conscions of means and purposes. Capital-
ism is adopting the most terrible methods
of repression to maintain the workers in sub-
jeetion, while it proves by its deeds utter
incapacity to solve the problems of recon-
struection that press down upon society. The
workers are eager for a solution; they are
developing ' the .impulse toward workers’
control of industry ; they are moving slowly,

ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

The constitution of the Communist Party
provides:

Any branch of the Socialist Party
or of the Socialist Labor Party which
endorses the program and constitution
of the Socialist Party and applies for
a charter before Jan. 1, 1920 shall be
accepted as a branch.

Tntil 3Stote and Distriet Organizations
are established branches in states other
than Massachusetts and Michigan which do
not belong to Language Federations affiliat-
ed with the Communist Party, should send
their application for charters direct to the
National Headquarters.

Dues stamps, membership cards and ap-
plications for membership are now ready
for distribution. Dues stamps prices are:

To members 40c. per month.

To Branches where there is no City
Central Committee 25c.

To City Central Committee 25c.

To State Organizations 15c.

Branches and City Central Committees
which are not affiliated as described above
may remit direct to the National Head-
guarters for dues stamps.

Application cards are 4.50 per thousand;
$2.50 for five hundred; 75c. per hundred.

Members dues books: $7.50 per 1,000;
$4.00 for five hundred; $1.00 per hundred.

Send all charter applications and orders
for stamps and supplies to

C. E. RUTHENBERG, Executive Secret'ary‘
1221 Blue Island Ave., Chicago, IlI.

but surely, toward the consciousness of ag-
gressive action against Capitalism.

Into this situation the Communist Party
projects itself, with a realistic program and
a clear understanding of the problems.

The impulse generated by the Russian
Revolution is now seizing upon the workers

of the world. The Soviet Republic is intaect.
But even should the Russian Soviet Re-
pulife hreak down, as in Hungary) and
Bavaria, the revolutionary inspiration will
not break down. It will develop stronger
and stronger, until the workers of the world
end Capitalism,

For the great fact is that we are now in
the epoch of the proletarion revolution. Cap-
italism cannot endure, it cannot solve its
own problems. It has come to the end of
its resources. Peace Conferences may meet
in Paris, but the process of cconomic and
political disintegration goes on. Capitalism
weakens more as each day passes; and as

Capitalism: weakens the workers develop a

-fuller undertanding of their problems and

the necessity for action.

The capitalists of the world, in a last
desperate attempt to defend their power,
have banded in the League of Nations. But
the conscious workiers of the world are
equally organizing, organizing in the Com-
munist International, which issues its chal-
lenge to the League of Nations and which
will crush that League.

‘With the organization of the Communist
Party, the conscions American proletariat
affiliates with the Communist International.
The revolutionary spirit is now organizing
itself here, organizing in a party of action,
determined upon the conquest of power.

The Communist International is not a
thing of a day. It is not the sport of a few
romantie revolutionists, It is the proletarian
response to the requirements of the struggle
against Capitalism and Imperialisin; it is the
movement of meism in -action, the ex-
pression Qf the revolutionary sirugele.

ge

Capitalism in its murderous déspair tries
to strangle the workers’ movement for
emancipation. Let the Commpunist proletar-
iat answer!

Capitalism is dividing the world econom-
ically and financially, forging new chains
for the workers of the world. Let the Com-
munist proletariat answer.

Capitalism is at the end of its historie
mission; it is now the worst enemy of
progress and ecivilization. Liet the Commun-
munist proletariat answer!

Responding to the call of the Communist
International, -and building upon the basis
of revolutionary experience in Kurope, to-
getther with -the revolutionary experience
of the American movement, the Communist
Party organizes for action.

On with the struggle! Unify the conscious
elements of the proletariat! Make the Com-
munist Party actually the party of the mil-
itant proletariat!

The problems are large, but they do not
daunt us. The task that we must perform is
a necessary task, vital angd vitalizing. Upon
our movement depends the future of the
proletariat. Upon our proletariat depends
the future of world Soecialisimn, since Amer-
ican Capitalism is now the most powerful
and reactionary; and only with the ecrush-
ing of American Capitalism can the prolet-
ariat of the world realize its emancipation.

We Lknow that the struggle will be a

harsh one. We know that the master class
will use all means at its disposal to ecrush
our movement.

But the more the repression, the more
will we struegle to awaken the workers to
action — action against Capitalism, action
for the Social revolution.

To the Communist Party — the revolu-
tionary struggle and the future!
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Crush Russia!

N unconfirmed report comes from
Paris that the Peace Conference has
decided to evacuate Russia, withdrawing all
troops. Immediately General March, of the
American General Staff, declares that if this
is so, it refers to Russia but not to Siberia.
‘Why not Siberia? The masses of Siberia
have given proof of their opposition to the
alien invaders, Kolchak’s Government has
no popular support, and is maintained by
Japanese bayonets. ‘

The answer is this:

Siberia is to be divided among the Allies,
Japan particularly. The Japanese have se-
cured supremacy in Siberia, their troops
being used not only to crush the revolution-
ary masses, but to secure economic and fin-
ancial control for Japanese capital to ex-
ploit the immense natural resources of Si-
beria.

British troops are still in possession of the
Baku oil regions, perhaps the richest in the
world. Oil today is a necessary factor in
industry, particularly in transportation and
naval power: that is why international Im-
perialism is preparing to crush Mexican in-
dependence in order to control Mexico’s oil
wells.

The decision of the Allies Peace Confer-
ence, if it is a decision, comes of the complete
collapse of the military campaign against
Soviet Russia. On practically all fronts the
Bolshevik armies are scoring vietory after
viectory. The Baltic nations are considering
peace with Soviet Russia. The allies do not
dare send their own troops against the Red
Army, and their hopes of the counter-revol-
utionary troops erushing the Soviet Republic
have broken down miserably.

But this decision must be considered to-
gether with another fact: Reports are
that the Peace Conference has come to an
agreement with the imperialistic ‘‘Socialist”’
Government of Germany providing that a
German army of 200,000 troops shall assume
the offensive against Petrograd and Moscow,
in an effort to crush the Soviet power. It
is doubtful whether Germany will do this,
since the Ebert Government requires the
troops to crush a potential German revolu-
tion. .

Moreover nothing is said or done about
ending the infamous blockade against Rus-
sia.

The Allies have not given up their schemes
to crush Soviet Russia; these schemes will

assume a new form. Only the mass pressure’

of the proletariat will compel the end of the
campaign to crush the Communist Republie
of Russia.

Russia has repeatedly exposed the hypoe-
risy of the Allies. Under Czarism, Russia
mocked the Allies’ -claim of waging war to
liberate the small peoples—imagine Czarism
liberating oppressed peoples! Revolutionary
Russia is still more of a mockery of the
~ Allies claim to be making the world safe

for democracy—the chief concern of the
Peace Conference has been to crush revol-
utionary Russia, in order to assure the per-
manence of the peace of violence imposed
upon the world. The Allies have divided

the world.economiecally, financially and ter-

ritorially ; but Soviet Russia, with its inspir-.

ation to the international proletariat, is a
menace o these plans for world domination;
hence Soviet Russia must be crushed.

The Old Unionism

HE A. F. of L. has for some months
in the steel mills. Its organizers have
been actively organizing the workers

had a difficult task. The steel barons have
used the law and the courts, police and

_gangsters, against these organizers, nine of

whom have been killed. But the workers
responded, and a strike is scheduled for
September 22.

This movement among the steel workers
has all the characteristics of the old union-
ism. Parleys are held concerning the strike,
the employers are implored to meet with
the union officials for ‘‘negotiations.” In-
stead of action, they are talking, giving the
steel barons ample opportunity to prepare
for a strike.

Among the -demands of the new union is
one for the ‘‘check-off’’ system. In this
system is compri sed all the corruption and
betrayal of the old unionism.

The check-off system means, in effect, that
the union officials and the employer unite
to herd the workers into the unions. It means
that instead of the workers paying their
union dues directly to the union, the em-
ployers collect these dues each week out of
the pay of the workers and turn them
over to the union officials. The employers
and their hirelings accordingly, become
agents of the union officials.

But there is a more serious phase. The
““check-off’’ system of paying dues assures
the control of the unions by a small clique
of official; it is the best scheme yet invented
of making the workers the helpless victims
of their officials, of breaking any revolt in
the unions. The final result of the system
is that the officials and the employers be-
come allies against the workers.

This system existed for years in the United
Mine Workers. This union was a typical ex-
pression of the old unionism, which, par-
ticularly in the days of John Mitchell, be-
trayed the workers again and again. But
the revolts of the workers were crushed by
the united force of the employers and the
officials, a forece maintained Ial gely by the
‘‘check-off”’ system.

The unionism of the A. F. of L. is a
shackle upon the militant movement of the
workers. Its form of organization splits the
workers in fragmants; and, morever, A. F.
of L. unionism assures control of the union
by the clique of bureancrats. The most vital
fact in the labor movement at this moment
is the tendency of the organized workers
to break thed omination of the officials, to
develop a unionism that will respond to the
mass impulse of the workers. The old union-
ism is in decay, has proven itself utterly
incompetent on the problems of the prole-
tariat. But here, in the steel industry, the
A. F. of L. is imposing this reactionary
system upon the workers, — assisted by the
Syndicalist BE. Z. Foster'

Unions are not necessarily simple job
trusts. They are not necessarily simply or-
gans of the struggle to increase the price
of the commodity labor-power. They are not,
simply means of resistance against Capital-
ism. The unions may become organs of mil-
itant action, of the aggressive proletarian
struggle against Capitalism. Industrial un-
ionism is this sort of unionism, breaking
with the methods and policy of the old craft

“unionism; and, if inspired with the revolu-
~ tlonary purpose, becomes a vital factor in

the proletarian revolution.

Chaos ?

OMMENT has been made concerning
‘ the ‘“‘chaos’’ that prevailed in Chicago

during Convention week. BBut only the
weakling will consider as chaos the events
producing three parties claiming to repre-
sent the revolutionary proletariat In faet,
instead of chaos there was a clear, uncom-
promising division of forces, necessary in

the construction of a real revolutionary
movement
The ‘‘chaos’’ is characterized by a num-

ber of pertinent facts The three conventions
each produced its own party. Of these, the
Commnunist Party represents the largest
membership of the three. The remnants of
the corrupt Socialist Party has at the most
25,000 (Germer eclaims 39,000); the Com-
munist Labor Party, if it actually represents
a substantial memebrship, represents not
more than 10,000 members, mostly in the
west, where the Communist Party has not
vet carried its agitation and organization
work, while the Communist Party has a
membership of more than 60,000,
Membership is not necessarily a measure
of strength. But in the collapse of the old
party, with agitation and organization act-
ive as never before, it is significant that
more than half the membership of the old
party should unite in the Communist Party.
It is equally significant that, of this mem-
bership, the various Federations include not
more than 30,000. These facts dispose equ-

‘ally of the charge of clique control and of

““Federation Party.”’

Not only is the Communist Party organ-
ized on a solid membership, but on a solid
foundation of principles and tacties. The
Socialist Party is still what it was, with a
treacherous minority trying to camouflage
the party in the colors of the Communist
International. The Communist Labor Party
was a house divided against itself. Its plat-
form and program are g hash of the Left
Wing program; its work not at all elear and
inspiring. The Manifesto and Program of
the Communist Party are clear, uncompro-
mising, consistent. The Manifesto is a theore-
tical formulation of Communist principles.
The Program is realistic, a program of action
applying our general principles to the aec-
tual prcblems of the proletariat and of the
prevailing struggle. Is this chaos?

There was at Chicago a historical divis-
ion of forces, -— the Socialist Party at the
extreme Right, the Communist Labor Party
at the extreme Left. Is this chaos?
in the Centre-Left, and the Communist Party

This development is vital. It provides the
opportunity of measuring the moveme.nt,
of testing its values, of developing that rev-
olutionary conseiousness and consistent
action necessary to rally the proletariat for
Labor Party of real Communist understand-
the Comtmunist cause.

That there are elements in the Communist

g, is a fact, and particularly the comrades
of the Pacific Coast. But it is equally a fact
that these comrades have the opportunity of
affiliating with the Communist Party. They
are now being mislead by the Lore- Katter-
feld-Wagenknecht Centrists, and by the
Reed-Carney emotionalists. But not for long:
the clear Communist Party call to aetion
will rally them to our Party, while the real
centrists will rejoin the Socialist Party.

The Left Wing, in the course of its dev-
elopment, acquired elements not at all Com-
munist. These revealed themselves &t Chi-
cago as Centrists, the real Independents.
But they do not represent much except
themselves. The movement is larger than
any individual; individuals who eannot
merge themselves in the movement must be
brushed aside brutally and ct’)ntemptuously.

The situation is clear. The Communist
Party represents the organized Communist
sentiment of our country. Every real Com-
munist will rally to its support.
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Tactical Problems

N the revolutionary reconstruction of the
American Socialist movement, the utmost

in understapding of fundamentals is nee-
essary. The Left Wing in the Socialist
Party, while Communist in its impulse, in-
cluded many non-Communist.elements which
did not accept the fundamental principles of
the Left Wing. L

This admixturc of elements was produced
by the fact of the #truggle assuming tem-
porarily the character of a struggle for con-
trol of the Socialist Party administration.
This attracted comrades disgusted with the
‘‘erooks’ in the Party, comrades who had
for years been waging a fight for adminis-
tration control; and, moreover, there were
comrades who affiliateq with the Left Wing
simply because they were inflamed against
the gangster tacties used by Germer & Co.
In the revolt against the old Party, these
elements played their part, and perhaps a
not unimportant part; but their contribu-
tion to the Communist reconstruction of the
movement is slight, assuming the negative
character of allowing the Communist Party
to develop the fundamental implications of
Communism by a criticism of their errors.

A large porticn, if not most, of the dele-
gates assembled at the Communist Labor
Party convention consisted of these non-
Communist elements, and of elements not
yet clear on Communist fundamentals.
Most of these delegates bolted the Socialist
Party convention, not because they had a
definite mandate to organize a Communist
Party, but because they were disgusted with
the tacties of Cermer & Co. Surely, this
is not organizing a new Party on the basis
of fundamental principle! .

This fact is proven by the declarations of
the Communist Labor Party Convention.
These declarations show the utmost confu-
sion concerning fundamental principles and
tacties. ‘

This confusion is most apparent in the
Communist Labor Party’s attitude toward
parliamentary action and participation in
elections. It uses terms concerning ‘“agita-
tion and propaganda’’ but it nowhere de-
fines the limits of its participation in elec-
tions. In faet, the Party’s attitude appar-
ently is that it shall participate in all elec-
tions for all public offices.

To participate in all elections for all offi-
ces of the capitalist state is to rob Commun-
ist parliamentary action of its class and re-
volutionary significance. A Communist
Party must have nothing to do with elee-
tions for judges and sheriffs, and for the
executives of the capitalist state generally.
To eleet executives is to assume responsib-
ility for the capitalist state, and to prepare
for a repetition of all the evils of the old So-
cialist parliamentarism.

The Communist Party, on the contrary,
adopted a realistic and revolutionary pol-
icy. Its program states that nominations
‘“‘shall be limited to legislative bodies, such
as municipal councils, state legislatures and
national congress.”” This is the Communist
position. In the legislative chambers we
meet the legislative representatives of the
capitalist class, and fight them on the pol-
itical issues of the class struggle. We do
not assume responsibility for the capitalist
state; in faet, our attitude makes it clear
that our purpose is to destroy the bourgeois
parliamentary state through the mass action
of the revolutionary proletariat. To parti-
cipate in elections for all offices is to
strengthen the dangerous idea that we ean
gradually transform the capitalist state into
an organ of the proletariat, gradually ‘‘grow
into’’ Socialism.

This confusion of the Communist Labor
Party is made still worse by its Executive
Secretary, A. Wagenknecht, In the ‘“Ohio
Socialist’’ of September 17 (Wagenknecht’s
paper) this notice appears:

““Ohio Locals should continue their mun-
icipal campaigns under the name of ‘Soci-
alist Party.” The adoption of the new name
can date from time immediately following
the November elections.”’

This characteristic Menshevik position ex-
poses a number of facts:

1.—The Communist Labor Party, instead
of uncompromisingly severing all relations
‘with the Socialist Party, is still to use the
name, That means promoting confusion in
the minds of the workers. ‘The name Social-
ist must be dropped immediately.

2.—These municipal campaigns are waged
on the old Socialist Party basis, with nomin-
ations for all offices.

3.—Participation in the municipal cam-
paigns under the name Socialist Party in-
dicates a desire to retain the votes that have
been cast for the old Party—thereby making
votes an important issue.

Communist Party loeals will not partici-
pate in the campaign. This may appear
strange to the delegates of the Communist
Labor Party Convention, who did not make
clear the distinetion between campaigns and
elections. But there are moments during
the process of the class struggle when to
participate in the political campaign but to
boycott the elections will most clearly em-
phasize our eclass character and promote our
revolutionary purposes. Then the slogan
becomes: Boycott the elections!

This year there are two reasons why a
Communist Party should boycott the elee-
tions. ’

First, the fact of its being impossible to
make nominations for the Communist Party.
‘We could go into the elections only by using
the name ‘‘Socialist Party.”” This we must
avoid as we would the plague. The Com-
munist Party will participate in the cam-
paign, without ecandidates, carrying the
clear propagandist call of Communism,

Second, even without this situation, it
would prove beneficial to boycott the elec-
tions this year. In the United States, at
this moment, the most vital reveolutionary
tendency is that of the workers initiating
mass strikes. The most important task of
a Communist Party is to develop the tacties
of the general political strike. The Com-
munist Party, accordingly, will enter the
campaign this year with the message:
‘Workers, expeet nothing from the capitalist
state! ‘Your only hope is to use your mass
power, to broaden and deepen your strikes
until they become general political strikes,
to impose mass proletarian pressure upon
the state. At the moment when it is neces-
sary to strengthen this mass action tendencv
of the proletariat, as at this moment, it be-
comes necessary to boycott the clections, as
the Bolsheviki boycotted the elections for
the second Duma in 1906. As events devel-
op, it will be necessary from time to time for
the Communist Party to boycott the elee-
tions while participating in the campaign.
That depends upon the peculiarity of each

“historic moment. That is the Communist

conception of parliamentarism—that is re-
volutionary political action.

The National Executive Committee of the
Communist Labor Party (one of the memb-
ers of whieh, A. Bilan, has been repudiated
overwhelmingly by his own branch in Cleve-
land, says there is no difference in prineiple
between the Communist Party and the Com-
munist Labor Party. On this problem of
parliamentarism and elections there is a dif-
ference. Others will develop. The Com-
munist elements who may be temporarily
attracted by the Communist Labor Party
will realize that their representatives arc
either non-Communists or men who do not
understand Communist fundamentals.

Unity—yes! But unity on fundamental
Communist prineiples and tacties—unity in
the consistent, uncompromising Communist
Party.

The Socialist Party

HE struggle about which party shall
secure the confidence of the prole-

tariat is now between the Communist
Party and the Socialist Party, with the Lore-
Wagenknecht-Katterfeld Party inevitably
bound to be erushed between the two. This
struggle is not to shirked; it will be waged
relentlessly and bitterly, since this struggle
must necessarily determine the future of the
American revolutionary movement.

The Socialist Party is now something de-
finite. Purged of its revolutionary and pro-
letarian elements, it is now completely a
party of the middle class and of the re-
actionary craft unions. The task of Gerner
& Co. has been accomplisheq — to retain
control of the official Socialist Party, how-
ever small numerically, as a party of petty
bourgeois Socialism, of Laborism.

There are somec who will lament the wreek
of the old Party. But this wreck was histor-
ically necessary in order to realize a real
revolutionary party. And, in the larger
sense, the old party is not wrecked: it still
exists as a party of moderate Socialism and
petty bourgeois reformism,.

Historieally, the Socialist Party started
as a party of middle class progressivism and
trades unionists. It .split the old Soecialist
Labor Party in order to defend the A. F.
of L. against the ounslaughts of revolutionary
unionism. It has officially opposed every
revolutionary movement of the American
workers, particularly the industrial union
movement and the I. W. W. Its program
has always been a program of progressivism,
of reforms, of State Capitalism. Now, hav-
ing purged itself of the proletarian and rev-
olutionary elements, the Socialist Party will
deveélop consistently as a party of Laborism,
uniting in one way or another with the Labor
Party.

The potential Scheidemann-Noske char-
acter of the official Socialist Party was in-
dicated in its use of the police at the Con-
vention against the Left Wing delegates—
‘‘the Chief of Police takes orders from me,”’
declared Seymour Stedmnan.

What did the Socialist Party convention
accomplish? It elected a new National Ex-
ecutive Committee, the members of which
are fully in accord with the old poliey. 1t
did not adopt any new platform or dee-
laration of prineiples, adhering impliedly to
the old. It adopted a “manifesto’ of flam-
boya t language, which cavefully favoids
any aention of the fundamental tactical
pr¢ Jems that ave transforming the Socialist
movement. It decided to let a referendum
vote determine whether the Party should
affiliate with the Communist International
—as if the International would accept a
Party dominated by Hillquit, Germer, Ber-
ger & Co!

That is all. But it is enough!

The membership of the Socialist Party is
now overwhelmingly petty bourgeois and
craft unionist in character. The few prole-
tarian elements whieh remain in that party,
because of lack of understanding, are bound
to break away as the Socialist Party logiec-
ally develops its program of Laborism —
for in that proeram alone can the old Party
find a reason for existence.

The revolution in the Socialist Party is
now complete: the revolution that logically
culminated in the formation of the Com-
munist Party. The American movement now
becomes equal to the movement of other
nations, with the same divisions and the
same forces

The continued existence of the Socialist
Party will perform g useful historie mission;
it will attract unclear elements, and provide
the Communist Party with the opportunity
of developing its own revolutionary posi-
tion.
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The Communist Party Convention

HERE probably never was a gathering
of working-class representatives in

the United States which said what it
meant and meant what it said more under-
standingly and more resolutely than the first
convention of the Communist Party. This
meeting of some 140 delegates, representing
fifty to sixty thousand members, was unique
in the annals of American Socialism in many
respects, but most apparently in the charac-
ter of the Convention itself. There was an
all-pervading sense of realism about the
work in hand, absolute candor in inter-
change of argument, impossibility of ecom-
promise as the solution of any item. ,

Three distinet groups were marked out ‘at
the opening of the Convention, and the
whole proceedings represented the balane-
ing of these three groups against one an-
other. The delegates who pitted themselves
individually against these solid formations
found themselves in a hopeless situation.
Three delegates who did not quickly enough
yield their impulsive individualism to the
mass discipline of one or other of the three
groups left the Convention. They found
more congenial atmosphere in the Centrist
Convention of the ‘‘Communist Labor
Party,”’ where each was a law unto himself,
and where the group as an entity was be-
yond the possibility of decisive action.

But in the meantime the most thoughtful
of the bolting delegates from the Socialist
Pary Convention, who had been precipitated
into a chanee third party adventure, sensed
that there was something unusually substan-
tial about this quiet gathering where group
power was grimly pitted against group
power.

The Convention which opened with three
distinet divisions ended a solid unit, none
of the groups having lost enough ground to
the others to make co-operation difficult.
The third party gathering, opening with an
ecstasy of emotional unity, frittered away of
its inherent contradictions.

There was one moment which revealed
the tense enthusiasm of this Convention, a
moment never to be forgotten. On Monday,
September first, near the hour of noon, an
orchestra struck the first chord of the Inter-
nationale. Instantly there was a thunder-
ous accompaniment of sustained cheering
and spontaneous singing. There was no mis-
taking the martial challenge. It was as if
the voices of the millions had ecome into this
colorless hall to impress upon these dele-
gates their deprivations and longings, their
strength and readiness for the final conflict.
It was a rare singing of the Internationale.
So began the Communist Party of America.

A little while before the police had com-
pelled the removal of the red bunting with
which the hall was decorated. Thev also

ordered the removal of two handsome floral
offerings, deep red roses on a background of
red shaped as a flag. The police were cor-
rect according to the city ordinance. The
ordinance was correct according to the best
known methods available for a privileged
minority to choke off the life impulses of
the masses. There must not be consecious-
ness on the part of the masses; there must
not be understanding of the symbolism of
the red flag. . . . There was the arrest of
Dennis E. Batt on Monday afternoon, in the
Convention hall, on a warrant under the new
Illinois sedition law. Someone called for
cheers. There was stern quiet. The work of

the Convention went on. This was the ans-
wer.
* * *

Dennis E. Batt of Detriot called the Con-
vention to order in the name of the two com-
mittees which signed the Joint Call, the Na-
tional Left Wing Council and the National
Organization Committee (representing the

By I. E. Ferguson

minority group of the Left Wing Confer-
ence.) Louis C. Fraina.of New York was
elected Temporary Chairman and made an
address on the problems of the Communist
Party. .

‘While the Credentials Committee was
completing its task, an Emergency Com-
mittee of nineteen was elected. Before the
opening of the Convention the question of
admitting reporters and non-party memb-
ers had been raised. The Joint Organiza-
tion Committee decided in favor of an open
Convention, so far as space would allow.

At nine o’clock Monday evening the Con-
vention was declared organized. At once
the group lines within the Convention were
sharply drawn. The first issue to eome be-
fore the body was the admission of bolting
delegates from the Socialist Party Conven-
tion. This issue was reflected in the elec-
tion of a Permanent Chairman. The candi-
date of the Federation and Michigan groups,
both favoring a rigid rule of admissibility
of delegates, was Renner of Detroit. The
National Left Wing Council group, favor-
ing. liberal interpretation of the Joint Call
with respect to the bolting delegates, nom-
inated Ferguson. Renner was elected.

Ferguson immediately presented the mbo-
tion which opened the most intense debate
of the entire Convention: that a committee
of five be elected to confer with the com-
mittee of five of the Left Wing delegates
who had bolted the Socialist Party Conven-
tion or had been refused seats in that Con-
vention. This. motion was defeated, 75 to
81. The effect of this vote was to cut off
any recognition of the bolting delegates as
a body.

This situation threatened a split in the
Convention. The Federation group was vot-
ing on this issue under eaucus unit rule.
The vote was almost evenly divided between
the Federation and non-Federation repre-
sentatives, but the Michigan group of about
twenty was now joined with the Federation
bloe. The minority consisted of practically
all the delegates outside the Federation cau-
cus and the Michigan unit, and the leader-
ship of the minority centered in the Nation-
al Left Wing Council.

This minority organized itself in caucus,
but without adopting the unit rule. The
minority determined to pit its moral
strength against the majority which had re-
buffed the Left Wing delegates. This
strength consisted of the fact that the with-
drawal of this minority from the work of
he Convention would leave the Russian Fed-
eration group no Emnglish-speaking expres-
sion outside the editorial staff of the Detroit
Proletarian, a situation which had already
been found highly embarrassing.

Tuesday morning Ferguson, Lovestone,
PFraina, Ruthenberg, Selakowich, Ballam
and Cohen resigned from the Emergency
Committee. Comrades Paul and Fanny Hor-
owitz resigned as Secretaries. Comrade El-
baum of Detroit, one of the strongest men
in the Federation eaucus, also resigned from
the Emergency Committee. This was a
thunderbolt in the majority camp. It is to
be noted that the minority was never with-
out Federation delegates, the South Slavie
and Hungarian representatives coming in at
the start, and as the situation developed
Lithuanian, Polish and Jewish Federation
delegates showing that they would not tol-
erate anything in the nature of arbitrary
Federation control of the Conventien or of
the new party.

The minority ‘‘strike on the job’’ had its
quick effect. The Federation cauncus con-
ceded the reconsideration of the motion for
a committee of five to make a statement to

the bolting delegates; also the election of
Ruhenberg and Ferguson on that committee.
The inter-play between the two caucuses re-
quired a clearing house in the way of a
Joint Caucus made up of nine members from
each side. A newspaper reporter made the
just complaint that a Convention run in this
way rather left the spectators out of the
reckoning. It meant. a deliberate measuring
of forces, agreement on maximum and min-
imum demands, and the use of the Conven-
tion floor only on the clearly formulated
programs.

The ‘‘diplomatic negotiations’ between
the two Conventions appears elsewhere in
this issue. The insistence of the Wagen-
knecht-Katterfeld group on a joining of the
two Conventions as conventions was an ab-
solute barrier against unity. The fight for
unity within the Communist Convention
could be carried no further until the ecre-
dentials of the bolting delegates came up
for consideration. Otherwise a case would
have to be made for the admission of about
40 delegates who represented no member-
ship, or were without any instructions upon
which they could accept the Joint Call, or
were open opponents of the Joint Call or
of the Left Wing- program. Those who
talked about unity while making such a de-
mand showed themselves to be either with-
out sineerity or without conception of the
fact that a real Communist Party could only
be started upon the basis of Communist
principles and Communist membership.

With the issue of new delegates out of
the way, there was a realignment of the
three groups in the Convention. Now the
separation was on matters of party program
and organization, and this separation re-
flected itself also in the Convention elee-
tions. The Michigan bloc of twenty re-
mained in a hopeless minority at all times.

The work of the wvarious committees
speaks for itself in the documents published
in this issue. The main business of the Con-
vention was the formulation of a program
and of a constitution. The Program Com-
mittee consisted of Comrades Fraina. El-
baum, Stoklitsky, Hourwich, Bittleman,
Batt, Cohen, Lovestone and Wicks; the Con-
stitution Committee, Hiltzig, Ruthenbey
Ashkenousi, Ferguson, Tywerowsky, Sti'so
Forsinger.

There are a number of features of the
constitution which mark the sharp distine-
tion between the Communist Party and the
Socialist Party. Membership is not merely
a matter of dues-paying in the new party,
but depends on active participation in the
party work and acceptance of party discip-
line.

A clause which precipitated a lively de-
bate was Section 7 of Article III barring
from membership any person ‘‘who has an
entire livelihood from vent, interest or pro-
fit.”” The Committee divided four against
three on this provision, with Comrade Stil-
son presenting the side of the minority for
himself, Ruthenberg and Ferguson. The
majority argument, as made by Com. Hour-
wich, was that the provision may be unsci-
entific but that it is hard to convince the
workingman that exploiters of labor are -
themselves to be trusted in the fight against
exploitation. The minority argument ‘was
that such a mechanieal clause could only
operate to exclude the few exceptional in-
dividuals, whose consciousness is not con-
trolled by personal interest in the ecapitalist
system. The clause easily carried.

A motion ‘‘that no member of a religious
organization shall be eligible to member-
ship’’ was tabled. However, a resolution
was later adopted stating the attitude of the
Convention on the subjeet of religion.

Section 9 of Article III also was the sub-
ject of lively debate. This clause bars
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members of the Communist Party from con-
tributing political or.economic articles to
publications other than those of the Party,
except as to scientific journals. An attack
on the party iq the bourgeois ‘press may be
answered by leave of the Central Executive
Committee. -

The principle of centralization pervades
the constitution. The new party is built on
simple lines of central contro], with ample
counter provisions for referendum and re-
call. A distinet innovation is the District
unit of organization,»which' is intended to
combine or divide the States according to
industrial centers. The Federations are re-
tained as administrative units of the party,
and all language branches must belong to
a single Federation of the one language. A
sharp controversy arose on the question of
the method of expelling Federation branch-
es, and this was an instance where the Fed-
eration caucus went down to defeat. The
question was on the power of the City Cen-
tral Committee to expel language branches;
also on the question of the right of the City
Central to review Federation expulsions
prior to appeal to the Central Executive
Committee. The funection of the City Cen-
tral was saved in both instances; and in
every case of expulsion or of refusal of ad-
mission of a branch to membership, there is
a final appeal against the decision of the
Federation exccutives to the Central Execu-
tive Committee.

Undoubtedly the whole subject of Federa-
tions was more carefully and thoroughly dis-
cussed in these proceedings than in any
other Socialist gathering in recent years.

The Central Executive Committee is made
up of 15 members, elected from the National
Convention, Also the Secretary and Editor
are chosen by the Convention. There is an
Executive Council of 7 made up of the Sec-
retary, Editor and 5 members of the Central
Executive Committee, these members to live
in the city of the national headquarters or
in adjacent cities.

Another innovation is the requirement
that State Conventions shall be held annu-
ally in April or May. This corresponds to
the fixing of the National Convention in
June, with the provision for election of del-
egates to the National Convention by the
State Conventions.

Membership qualifications for all offices
or nominations to public offices is set at two
vears. KHligibility on June 1st, 1920, de-
pends on joining the party before January
1st, 1920.

_All referendums are by petition of 25 or
more branches representing 5% of the party
membership; or by initiative of the Conven-
tion or of the Central Executive Committee.
There are no automatic referendums, as in
the case of the Socialist Party election and

constitution referendums. The reeall peti-

tion has the same requirements. It is spec-
ially provided that the party press shall be
open for discussion of all referendum pro-
posals while under consideration.

The fight on the Manifesto and Program
would have been a battle royal but for the
fact that the odds were so overwhelmingly
against the Michigan minority. The Com-
mittee was presented with two drafts, one
by Comrade Batt, the other by Comrade
Fraina, the latter being an adaptation of the
work of the Left Wing Conference of June.
After considerable condensation, the Fraina
draft was adopted by the f‘hajority of the
Committee, Batt and Wicks being the min-
ority.

On Saturday evening, the following state-
ment from 20 delegates, 1 alternate and 1
fraternal delegate was read: ‘‘We, the un-
dersigned delegates, hereby publicly state
our disapproval of the Manifesto and Prog-
ram adopted by the Convention and of the
methods used in forcing its adoption. There-
fore we ask to be recorded in the minutes
as not voting, either affirmatively or nega-

tively, on the adoption of said Manifesto and
Program and as not accepting nominations
for, or voting on, any party official elected
by this Convention.”’

-As a matter of fact the Michigan Mani-
festo and Program never had the least
chanee of adoption, but that was the sum
total of the evidence upon which it was
charged that there was something question-
able about the majority action in adopting
the Lieft Wing Manifesto and Program.
Somehow the Michigan delegates seemed to
sense the incongruity of their condemnation
of the majority action, because they did not
withdraw from the Convention or give any
indication of an intention not to work with
the new party.

Comrade Batt made an elaborate defense
of his minority Manifesto and Program, and
was answered in a masterly fashion by Com-
rade Bittleman of New York, editor of the
Jewish Left Wing paper Der Kampf.

The ‘‘Michigan’’ peculiarity within the
general Left Wing movement which culmin-
ated in the Communist Party is not an affair
of the Michigan membership so much as it
is of a small group from, Detroit. Only in
the borrowing of a few new phrases and the
careful gleaning of a sentence or two from
Lenine does the minority Manifesto and
Program show any relation to what is now
going on in the revolutionary proletarian
movement. Aside from these phrases the
document mught have been written twenty
years ago, before the adaptation of Marxism
to the period of Imperialism.

In spite of all confusing intimations to the
contrary, the long minority Manifesto and
Program simply calls for the old Socialist
Party tacties with elimination of demands for
reforms. It is a program of pure parlia-
mentarism with a prophesy that when the
work of education shall have advanced far

enough other tactics may be used. It makes

reference to proletarian dictatorship, but
with no acceptance of the process by which
this dictatorship must be acquired.

The Communist program is based upon
the mass struggles of today. It does not
studiously calculate the magiec hour when
the correct understanding of Marxism, will
have its chance, but insists that the revolu-
tionary struggle is a continuous process
from the strikes of today to the general mass
action which sweeps the bourgeois institu-
tions out of existence. It does not scorn the
strike because its declared objects are en-
tirely of immediate econcern. Nor does it
ask that the strike shall proceed on demands
made upon the government itself before it
can be of interest to the Communist Party,
as does the minority declaration. The life
of the Communist movement is the changing
character of these mass struggles under im-
perialistic pressure, and the work of the
Communist Party is to enter into these
struggles at every stage to develop out of
them the consciousness of the class struggle
in its ultimate aspects; to develop out of
them also the technique of working class
social control, as in the assumption of civie
funetions by the strike committees of Se-
attle, Winnipeg, Belfast. . .

Aside from the delegation from Michigan,
the Convention elections are no doubt the
best indication of the dominant personali-
ties in the new party. One delegate from
Detroit would unquestionably have won a
place on the Executive Committee for his
services in the campaign for the organiza-
tion of the new party, Dennis E. Batt. For
the rest it is not likely that participation in
he elections would have changed the out-
come,

Louis C. Fraina was chosen International
Secretary, with 1. E. Ferguson as alternate.
Fraina’s contribution to the Left Wing
movement by his writings in The Class
Struggle and The Revelutionary Age gives
him a unique- position in the development
of revolutionary Socialist thcory in eon-

formity with American conditions and party
circumstances. Comrade Fraina was also
eleeted to the Central Executive Committee,
and was named without opposition as Editor
of the party publications.

C. E. Ruthenberg of Cleveland was chosen
for the important post of National Secre-
tary. Comrade Ruthenberg has a record of
service in the Socialist Party which has
made him a national figure in the Socialist
movement for many years. Already elected
by a very large vote as International Dele-
gate and Executive Committeeman of the
old party, Ruthenberg now takes these
offices in the Communist Party.

The other International Delegates are
Nicholas I. Hourwich, editor of Novy Mir,
Alexander Stoklitsky, Translator-Seeretary
of the Russian Federation, and I. E. Fergu-
son, Secretary of the National Left Wing
Council and now Associate Editor of the
Communist Party publications. Comrade
Hourwich has long been recognized as one
of the ablest exponents of Communism in
America, and has behind him a long record
of intimate assoeciation with the work of the
Bolshevik faction of the Russian Social-De-
mocracy. Comrade Stoklitsky has an easy
claim to the most important organization
contribution to the Left Wing movement.
It was Comvrade Stoklitsky who welded the
Russian-speaking Federations into a work-
ing unit for the transformation of the Soci-
alist movement in this eountry, and who did
much to bring this solid unit of membership
into teamwork with the English-speaking
Left Wingers, Comrades Hourwich and
Ferguson were elected also to the Central
Executive Committee.

The alternates as International Delegates
are Comrades Elbaum, Bittleman, Ballam
and Lovestone. Elbaum is editor of the Po-
lish Federation daily newspaper in Detroit,
and Bittleman, as already mentioned, of the
Jewish Federation paper in New York.
Ballam, member of the National Left Wing
Counceil, is editor of the New England Work-
er, official organ of the Communist Party of
Massachusetts. Jay Lovestone, of New
York, one of the youngest of this Conven-
tion of young men, proved himself one of
the most aggressive and ablest. All of these
four were elected also to the Central Exe-
cutive Committee.

The other delegates elected to the Execu-
tive Committee are Comrades Schwartz,
Cohen, Tywerowsky, Petras, Karosses, Dir-
ba, Wicks. Schwartz, of Boston, is of the
Lettish Federation; Tywerowsky, of New
York, is Executive Secretary of the Russian
Federation; Petras, of Chicago, is of the
Hungarian Federation; Karosses, of Phila-
delphia, is of the Lithuanian Federation.
Maximilian Cohen, of New York, has served
as member of the National Left Wing Coun-
cil and played a very important part in the
Left Wing movement as Secretary of the
Left Wing Section of New York. Dirba is
State Secretary of the Socialist Party of
Minnesota, and Wicks one of the newly
elected members of the Soeialist Party N.
E. C, stood highest on the ballot as Social-
ist Party delegate from Oregon.

The Executive Council consists of Com-
rades Ruthenberg, Fraina, Ferguson,
Schwartz, Karosses, Dirba and Wicks.

In view of the argument that has been
made about Federation ‘“control’’ it is note-
worthy that the Executive Council has two
Federation members against five non-Fed-
erationists, while the entire Executive Com-
mittee has a majority of non-Federationists.

Five alernates were chosen for the Execu-
tive Committee, Comrades Stokes, Loonin,
Georgian, Bixby and Kravsevitch.

On account of ineligibility to the Execu-
tive Committee the names of some of the
Translator-Secretaries do not appear in this
list, though they were among the outstand-
ing figures of the Convention, notably Jo-

(Continued on Page 9.)
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The Communist Party Manifesto

The world is on the verge of a new era.
Europe is in revolt. The masses of Asia are
stirring uneasily. Capitalism is in collapse,

The workers of the world are seeing a new

life and securing new courage. Out of the
night of war is coming a new day.

The spectre of Communism haunts the
world of capitalism. Communism, the hope
of the workers to end their misery and op-
pression.

The workers of Russia smashed the front
of international Capitalism and Imperial-
ism. They broke the chains of the terrible
war; and in the midst of agony, starvation
and the attacks of capitalists, of the world,
they are creating a new social order

The class war rages fiercely in all nations.
Everywhere the workers are in a desperate
struggle against their capitalist masters.
The call to action has ecome. The workers
must answer the call!

The Communist Party of America is the
party of the working class. The Communist
Party proposes to end Capitalism and or-
ganize a workers’ industrial republic. The
workers must control industry and dispose
of the products of industry. The Communist
Party is a party realizing the limitations
of all existing workers’ organizations and
proposes to develop the revolutionary move-
ment necessary to free the workers from the
oppression of Capitalism. The Communist
Party insists that the problems of the Amer-
ican worker are identical with the problems
of the workers of the world.

THE WAR AND SOCIALIEHL

A giant struggle is convulsing the world.
The war is at end, but peace is not here.
The struggle is between the eapitalist nations
of the world and the international prole-
tariat, insPired by Soviet Russia. The Im-
perialisms of the world are desperately ar-
raying themselves against the onsweeping
proletarian revolution.

This international struggle is directed by
the League of Nations and the Communist
International, one for. the capitalists, the
other for the workers. o

The League of Nations is dividing the
world financially and ‘territorially. It is
directing the fight against the workers. It
is the last effort of Capitalism to save it-
self.

The reactionary League of Nations is the
logical result of this imperialistic war. And
the war was the product of Capitalism.

Capitalism oppress the workers. It de-
prives them of the fruit of their labor—the
difference between wages and produet con-
stituting the profits of the capitalists. As
the capitalists compete with each other,
while exploiting the workers, new and more
efficient means of production develop. This
compels the concentration of industry which
results in monopoly. Under monopoly there
is rapid accumulation of eapital, producing
a surplus which it is necessary to export
for investment. This export of eapital, to-
gether with the struggle to monopolize the
world’s sources of raw materials and to con-
trol undeveloped territory for purposes of
investment, is the basis of Imperialism.

Imperialism produced the war. The war
now being at an end, the victorious nations
are concerned almost exclusively with these
economie, territorial and financial problems.
The United States was vitally concerned in
the war, the issue being world power; and
its capitalism, having secured a position of
financial supremacy, had a direct imperial-
istic interest at stake.

The war made a shambles of civilization.
It proved the utter incapacity of capitalism
to direet and promote the progress of hum-
anity. Capitalism has broken down.

But the Socialist movement itself broke

Adopted and Issued by the Convention of the
Cammunist Party

down under the test of war. The old
dominant moderate Socialism accepted and
justified the war. It acted against the pro-
Jetarian ‘revdlution and| (united ‘with the
capitalists against the workers. Out of this
circumstance developed the forces of rev-
olutionary Socialism now expressed in the
Communist International.

Socialism had repeatedly emphasized the
menace of war. It had urged the workers
to act against the war. The Socialist eon-
gress at Basle in 1912, when Europe was
on the verge of a general war, condemned
the war as imperialistic and as unjustifiable
on any pretex of national interest. It urged
using the erisis of war to ‘‘rouse the mas-
ses and to hasten the downfall of Capitalism.

The war that came in 1914 was the same
imperialistic war that might have come in
1912, But upon the declaration of war, the
dominant opPortunistic Socialist parties ae-
cepted and justified the war of plunder and
mass murder!

This was a direct betrayal of Socialism.
Tt was an abandonment of the class strug-
gle. The class struggle is the very heart of
revolutionary Socialism. Unless the Socialist
movement wages the class struggle under
any and all conditions in its revolutionary
implications, it becomes either Utopian or
reactionary. But moderate Socialism ae-
cepted the war and the “‘unity of the
classes”’, and united with the capitalist gov-
ernments against the working class.

The Socialist parties accepted the war as
a war for demoeracy — as if democracy
under Imperialism is not directly counter-
revolutionary. They justified the war as a
war for the independence of nations! Not
the proletarian class struggle, but national-
ism, socidl-patriotism and social-imperial-
ism determined the policy of the dominant
Socicfisnl. The coming of Socialism was
made dependent upon Imperialism and the
war of plunder, upon the workers eutting
each others’ throats in the struggles of their
own ruling class!

SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM.

The collapse of the Socialist International
during the war marks the transition from
the older moderate Socialism to the new
Socialism of revolutionary Practice and
promise in the Communist International.

Moderate Socialism, which perverted the
revolutionary Socialism of the First Inter-
national, placed its faith in ‘‘constructive”’
social reforms. It accepted the bourgeois
state as the basis of its activities and
strengthened that state. It developed a pol-
icy of ‘‘class reconcilaion”’, affirming that
the ecoming of Socialism was a concern of

‘‘all the classes’” instead of emphasizing

the -Marxian policy that it was the task of
the revolutionary proletariat alone. There
was a joint movement that affected the
thought and practice of Socialism: on the
one hand, the organization of the skilled
workers into trades unions, which secured
certain consessions and becamé a semi-
privileged caste; and, on the other hand,
the decay of the class of small producers,
crushed under the iron tread of industrial
concentration. As one moved upward and
the other downward, they met and formed a
political juncture to use the state to improve
their conditions. The dominant Socialism
expressed this compromise. It developed a
policy of legislative reforms and State
Capitalism.

The whole process was simple. The work-
ers were to unite with the middle class and
government ownership of industry was to

emancipate the working class. Parliament-
arism was to revolutionize the old order of

slavery and power, of oppression and de-

struction.

It was simple, but disastrous. The state,
as owner of industry, did not free the work-
ers, but imposed a sterner bondage. The
capitalist state was made stronger by its in-
dustrial functions. The parliamentary re-
presentatives of the workers played at the
parliamentary .comedy, while Capitalism
developed new powers of oppression and
destruction.

But Imperialism exposed the final futility
of this poliecy. Imperialism united the non-
proletarian classes, by means of State Cap-
italism for international conquest and spoil-
ation. The small capitalists, middle class and
the aristocracy of labor, which previously
acted against concentrated industry, now
compromise and, unite with concentrated
industry and finance-capital in Imperialism,
The small capitalists accept the domination
of finance-capital, being allowed to partiei-
pate in the adventures and the fabulous pro-
fits of Imperialism, upon which now depends
the whole of trade and industry. The middle
class invests in monopolistic enterprises;
income now depends upon finance-capital,
its members securing ‘‘Positions of super-
intendence’’, its technicians and intel-
lectuals being exported to lands in process
of development. The workers of the priv-
ileged unions are assured steady employ-
ment and comparatively high wages through
the profits that come in from the savage
exploitation of colonial peoples. All these
non-proletarian social groups accept Im-
perialism, ‘their ‘‘liberal and progressive’’
ideas becoming camouflage for Imperialism
with which to seduce the masses. Imperial-
ism requires the centralized state, capable
of uniting. all the forces of capital, of uni-
fying the industrial process through state
regulation, of maintaining ‘‘class peace’’ of
mobilizing the whole national Power for the
struggles of Imperialism. State Capitalism

is the éxpression of Imperialism, precisely

that State Capitalism promoted by Moderate
Socialism. What the parliamentary policy

- of Socialism accomplished was to buttress

the capitalist state, to promote State Cap-
ialism, — to strengthen Imperialism.

" Moderate Socialism developed while Cap-
italism was still competitive. Upon the ad-
vent of monopoly and Imperialism, Social-
ism emerged into a new epoch, — an epoch
requiring new and more aggressive prole-
tarian tacties. Capitalism acquired a terrifie
power in industry and the state. The con-
centration of industry, together with the
subservieney of parliaments to the imperial-
istic mandates and the transfer of their vital
funetions to the executive organ of govern-
ment, made more clear the impossibility of
the parliamentary conquest of power. The
older unionism and parliamentary Socialism
proved their utter incompetence for the new
conditions of struggle. These conditions dev-
eloped the concept of industrial unionism
in the United States and the concept of mass
action in Europe. Imperialism made it neces-
sary to reconstruct the Socialist movement.

But Moderate Socialism itself did not
change under the necessity of events. The
consequence was a miserable collapse under
the test of the war and the proletarian rev-
olution in Russia and Germany.

In the Russian Revolution, the proletariat,
urging on the poorer Peasantry, conquered
the power of .the state after the first rev-
oltion had established the democratic par-
liamentary republic. It established a dictat-
orship of the proletariat. This proletarian
revolution was accomplished in spite of the
opposition of Moderate Socialism, represent-
ed by the Mensheviki and the Social-Rev-
olutionists. These Moderates argued that
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since Russia was economically an undevel-
. -oped courtry,-it-was premature to make a

proletarian revolution in Russia and histor-

ically impossible to realize Socialism,

Moderate Sogialism in Germany also acted

against the proletarian revolution. It of-
fered a capitalist parliamentary republic as
against proletarian dictatorship.

The issue in Germany could not be ob-
scured. Germany was a fully fleveloped na-
tion indrstrially, its econonfic conditions

- were mature for theintroduction of Social-

ism. But Moderate Socialists still rejected

the revolutionary task.

There is a common policy that character-
izes moderate Socialism; that is, its con-
ception. of the state. Out of the conception

that the bourgeois parliamentary state is
the basis for the introduction of Socialism

developed a directly counter-revolutionary
poliey.

Communism rejeects this conception of the
state. It rcjects the idea of class reconcila-
tion and the parliamentary conquest of
Capitalism. The Communist Party alone is
capable of mobilizing the proletariat for the
revolutionary mass struggle to conquer the
power of the state. The Communist Party,
relizes that it is necessary to develop sep-
arate’ organs of working elass political
power by means of which to crush the re-
sistance of Capitalism. and establish the
Communist Commonwealth.

AMERICAN SOCIALISM.

Socialism in the United States, prior to
the appbearance of the Socialist Labor Party,
was a movement of isolated and indefinite
protest. It was the sport of middle class
movements, while itself split by Socialist
and Anarvchist faetions.

The Socialist Labor Party after casting
off the non-Socialist elements, developed as
a consistent party of revolutionary Social-
ism. Particnlarly, the S. L. P. vealized the
importance of imparting a Socialist charac-
ter and conseiousness to the unions. The
Socialist Labor Party, together with the
experience of the Western Federation of
Miners and the American Labor Union, dev-
cloped the theory and practice of Industrial
Unionizm.

The struggle of the Socialist Lahor Party
against the old unionism developed a seces-
sion from the party of elements who con-
sidered protecting the reactionarv A= r =an
Federation of Labor more important than
revolutionary Socialism. These, together
with bourgeois and agrarian radicals, or-
ganized the Socialist Party.

The Socialist Party was a party of Mod-
erate Sceialism. Its policy was that of gov-
ernment ownership of industry, not the pro-
letarian conquest of Power. It maintained
that the middle class and the lesser cap-
italists are necessary in the Socialist strug-
gle against Capitalism: The Socialist Party
asserted in substanee : Socialism is a struggle
of all the people against the trusts, making
the realization of Socialism depend upon the
““unity of the common people’’, the workers,
the small capitalists and investors, the pro-
fessions. In short the official poliey of the
Socialist Party was to attain Socialism by
means of eapitalist demoeraey.

The Socialist Party stultified proletarian
political action by limiting it to elections
and participation in legislative reform ac-
tivity. The party favored reactionary trades
unionism as against revolutionary industrial
unionism.

The Socialist Labor Party developed a
purely theoretical aectivity, of real value,
but was isolated from the masses. The Soec-
1alist Party attained a considerable member-
ship, but largely of a petty bourgeois char-
acter. The war brought in new industrial
proletarian  elements but the party still
isolated itself from revolutionary theory
and practice. The proletarian masses in the

Soeialist Party required simply the oppor-

“tunity to develop a revolutionary proletarian

policy.

The Socialist Party under the impulse of
its proletarian membership adopted a mil-
itant declaration against the war. But the
officials of the party sabotaged this declara-
tion. The ‘‘official’’ policy of the party on
the war was that of liberal pacifism. The
Party bureaucracy united with the People’s
Council which propagandized a Wilson
peace. The 1918 party platform accepted
the Wilson ‘‘fourteen points’” as adopted
by the pro-war Interallied Labor and Soe-
ialist Conference.’

The war and the proletarian revolution

in Russia sharpened the antagonism between.

the party policy and the revolutionary pro-
letarian temper in the party. Revolt broke
loose. The Socialist Party was crushed. The
Communist Party is the response to this

revolt and to the call of the Communist
International. :

COMMUNIST PARTY PROBLEMS.

The United States is now a world power.
It is developing a centralized. autocratic
federal government, acquiring financial and
military reserves for agression and wars of
conquest. ImPerialism now consciously dom-
inates the national policy.

The war strengthened American Capital-
ism, instead of weakening it as in Europe.
But the collapse of Capitalism in other
countries will play upon and affect events
in this country. Feverishly, American
capitalism is developing a brutal campaign
of terrorism. It is utterly incompetent on
the problems of reconstruction that press
down upon society. Its ‘‘reconstruction’’
program aims simply to develop power for
aggression and plunder in the markets of the
world. While this is not the moment of
actual revolution, it is a moment of struggles
pregnant with revolution.

Strikes are developing, verging on rev-
olutionary action, and in which the sug-
gestion of proletarian dictatorship is ap-
parent. The striker-workers try to wursup
funetions of industry and of government,
as in the Seattle and Winnipeg general
strikes.

A minor phase of proletarian unrest is
the trade unions organizing a Labor Party,
in an effort to conserve what they have
secured as a privileged caste. A Labor
Party is not the instrument of aggressive
working elass struggle; it ean not break
the power of the capitalists and the profit—
system of oppression and misery, since it
accepts private proberty and the ‘‘rights of
capital.”’ The practice of a Labor Party is in
general the practice of the Socialist
Party -— co-operation with bourgeois ‘“pro-
gressives’’ and reforming Capitalism on the
basis of the capitalist parliamentary state.
Laboism is as much a danger to the prole-
tarian as moderate petty bourgeois Social-
ism, — the two being expressions of an
identical social tendéncy and policy. The
can be no compromise either with Laborism
or reactionary Socialism.

But there is a more vital tendency, the
tendeney of the workers to start mass
strikes, — strikes which are equally a revolt
against the bureaucracy of the unions and
the capitalists. The Communist Party will
endecavor to broaden and deepen these
strikes making them general and militant,
developing the general political strike.

The Communist Part

of its action the mass struggles of the pro-
letariat, engaging directly in these struggles
and emphasizing their revolutionary im-
plications.

POLITICAL ACTION.

The proletarian class struggle is essential-
ly a political struggle. It is a political strug-

ge in the sense that its objective is political,
— overthrow of the political organization
upon which capitalist exploitation depends,
and the introduetion of a proletarian state
power. The objective is the conquest by the
proletariat of the power of the state.

Communism does not Propose to ‘capture’
the bourgeoise parliamentary state, but to
conquer and destroy it. As long as the bour-
geois state prevails, the capitalist "class can
baffle the will of the proletariat.

In those countries in which historical
development has furnished the opportunity,
the working class has utilized the regime of
political democracy for its organization
against Capitalism. In all countries where
the conditions for a workers’ revolution
are not yet ripe, the same process will go
on. The use of parliamentarism, however, is
only of secondary importance.

But within this process the workers must
never loses sight of the true character of
bourgeois democracy. If the finance-oli-
garchy considers it advantageous to veil its
deeds of violence behingd paliamentary votes,
then the capitalist class has at its command
in order to gain its end, all the traditions
and attainments of former centuries of
working class rule, multiplied by the won-
ders of capitalist technique — lies, demagog-
ism, persecution, slander, bribery. To the
demand of the proletariat that it shall be
content to yield itself to the artifiecial rules
devised by its mortal enemy but not ob-
served by the enemy it to make a mockery
of the proletarian struggle for power, a
struggle which depends primarily on the de-
velopment of separate organs of working
class power.

The parliamentarism of the Communist
Party performs a service in mobilizing the
proletariat against Capitalism, emphasizing
the political character of the class struggle.

The conquest of the power of the state is
accoimplished by the mass power of the pro-
letariat. Political mass strikes are a vital
factor in developing this mass power, prep-
aring the working class for the conquest of
Capritalism. The power of the proletariat lies
fundamentally in its control of the indus-
trial process. The mobilizing of this eontrol
against capitalism means the initial form
of the revolutionary mass action that will
conquer the power of the state.

UNIONISM AND MASS ACTION.

The older unionism was based on the craft
divisions of small industry. The unions con-
sisted primarily of skilled workers, whose
skill is itself g form of property. The unions
were not organs of the militant class strugle.
Today the dominant unionism is actually a
bulwark of Capitalism, merging in Imperial-
ism and aceepting State Capitalism.

The concentration of industry and the de-
velopment of the machine process expropri-
ated large numbers of the skilled workers
of their skill ; but the unions still maintained
the ideology of property contract and caste.
Deprived of actual power, by the ineffect-
iveness of its localized strikes as against

large scale industry, trades unionism resorts

to dickers with the bourgeois state and ac-
cepts imperialistic State Capitalism to main-
tain its Privileges as against the unskilled
industrial proletariat.

The concentration of industry produces
the industrial proletariat—the machine
workers. This proletariat, massed in the
basic industry, constitutes the militant basis
of the class struggle. Deprived of skill and
eraft divisions, the old petty isolated strike
is useless to these workers,

These facts of industrial concentration de-
veloped the concept of industrial unionism
among the organized workers, and mass ac-
tion among the unorganized.

Mass action is the proletarian response to
the facts of modern industry, and the forms
it imposes upon the proletarian class strug-
gle. Mass action develops as the spontaneous
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activity of unorganized workers in the basic
industry; its initial form is the mass strike
of the unskilled. In these strikes large
masses of workers are unified by the im-
pulse of the struggle, developing a new tactic
and a new ideology.

Mass action is industrial in its origin, but
it’acquires political character as it develops
fuller forms. Mass action, in the form of
general political strikes and demonstrations,
unites the energy and forces of the prolet-
ariat, brings proletarian mass pressure upon
the bour geois state. The more gen-
eral and conscious mass action becomes, the
more it antagonizes the bourgeois state, the
more it becomes political mass action. Maqs
action is responsive to life itself, the form of
the aggressive proletarian struggle under
Imperialism. Out of this struggle develops
revolutionary mass gction, the means for the
broletarian conquest of power.

The conception of mass action has little in
common with Syndicalism. In its mass im-
pulse, Syndicalism was a protest against the
futility of parliamentarism. But anarcho-
Syndicalism tactically and theor etically is a
depalture from Marxism. It does not ap-
preciate the recessity of a proletarian state
during the transition period from Capitalism
to Communism (which implies the disap-
pearance of all forms of the state). Syndical-
ism makes the proletarian revolution a
direct seizure of industry, instead of the con-
quest of the power of the state.

- Industrial Unionism also, cannot conquer
the power of the state. Under the conditions
of ¢apitalism it is impossible to organize the
whole working class into industrial unions.
It will be necessary to rally the workers, or-
ganized and unorganized, by means of re-
volutionary mass action. Moreover, indus-
trial unionism does not actually construct
the forms of the Communist administration
of industry, only potentially. After the con-
quest of power the industrial unions may be-
come the starting point of the Communist
reconstruction of society. But the concep-
tion that the majority. of the working class
can be organized into conscious industrial
unions and construct under capitalism the
form of the Communist society is as utopian

. proletariat.

as. the moderate Socialist conception of the
gradual ‘‘growing into Socialism.”’

DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT.

The proletarian revolution comes at the
moment of erisis in Capitalism, of a collapse
of the old order. Under the imrulse of the
crisis, the proletariat acts for the conquest of
power, by means of mass action. Mass ac-
tion concentrates and mobilizes the forces
of the proletariat, organized and unorgan-
ized; it acts equally against the bourgeois
state' and the conservative organizations of
the working class. Strikes of protest de-
velop into general political strikes and then
into revolutionary mass action for the con-
quest of the power of the state. Mass action
becomes political in purpose while extra-
parliamentary in form; it is equally a pro-
cess of revolution and the revelution itself
in operation,

The state is an organ of coercion. The

bourgeois parliamentary state is the organ
of the bourgeoisie for the coercion of the
Parliamentary government is
the expression of bourgeois supremacy, the
form of authority of the capitalist over the

worker. Bourgeois democracy promotes the:

dictatorship of capital, assisted by the Press,
the pulpit, the army and the police. Bourge-
ois democracy is historically - necessary on
the one hand, to break the power-of feudal-
ism, and, on the other, to maintain the pro-
letariat in subjection. It is precisely this de-
mocracy that is now the instrument of Im-
perialism, since the middle class, the tradi-
tional carrier of democracy, accepts Im-
perialism. The proletarian revolution dis-

. rupts bourgeois democracy. It disrupts this

democracy in order to end class divisions

~and class rule, to realize industrial self-gov-

ernment of the workers. Therefore, it is ne-
cessary that the proletariat. organize its own
state for the coercion and suppression of the
bourgeoisie. Proletarian dictatorship is a re-

“cognition of that faet; it is equally a recogni-

tion of the fact that in the Communist re-
construction of society, the proletariat alone
counts as a class. .

While the dictatorship of the proletariat
performs the negative task of crushing the

Told order it performs the positive task of

constructing the new. Together with the
government of the proletarian dictatorship,
there is developed a new ‘‘government,’”
which is no longer government in the old
sense, since it concerns-itself with the man-
agement of production and not with govern-
ment of persons. Out of workers’ control of
industry, introduced by the proletarian die-
tatorship, there develops the complete
structure of Communist Socialism — indus-
trial self-goyernment of the communistically,
organized producers. When this structure
is completed, which implies the complete ex-
propriation of the bourgeoisie, economically
and politically, the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat ends, in its place coming the full free
social and individual autonomy of the Com-
munist order.

THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL.

The Communist International, issuing di-
rectly out of the Proletarian revolution in
action, 1s the organ of the international re-
volutionary proletariat; just as the League
of Nations is the organ of the joint aggres-
sion and resistance of the dominant Imperial-
ism.

The Communist International represents a
Socialism in complete accord with..the re-
volutionary character of the class struggle,
It unites all the conscious revolutionary
forces. It wages war equally against Im-
perialism and moderate Socialism—each of
which has demonstrated its complete inabil-
ity to solve the problems that now press
down upon the workers. The Communist
International issues its call to the conscious
proletariat for the final struggle against
Capitalism.

It is not a problem of imediate revolution.
The revolutionary epoch may last for years
and tens of years. The Communist Interna-
tional offers a program both immediate and
ultimate in scope. i

The old order is in decay. Civilization is
in collapse. The workers must prepare for
the proletarian revelution and the Commun-
ist reconstruction of society.

The Communist International ealls!

Workers of the World Unite!

The High Cost of Living

HE cost of living haunts the working
class and the workers are becoming
restless. The underlyng cause of the present
unrest in this country is the high cost of the
necessities of life. Great as the advance in
the money wages of the workers has been
their real wages have been reduced. These
are facts of common experience but anyone
who so desires may verify them by consult-
ing governmental statisties.

'Out of the inability to make their wages
buy the kind of living they have become
accustomed to, has grown the discontent of
the workers. Unconsciously, they are in re-
volt against the misery brought on by the
““high cost of living.’”” Each day brings
news of strikes and revolts against these
conditions.

Many of these strikes have taken on a
serious aspeet. Workers have been murd-
ered by hirelings of the bosses and riots are
numerous. Usually the trouble is provoked
by the brutal treatment of pickets and pro-
testing strikers by the agents of the employ-
ers. . The coal-mining districts are seething
with unrest and there is a possibility that
the transportation system of the country
may be tied up.

The railroad workers, the ‘‘aristocracy of
labor’’ before the war, no longer oceupy

their favored position. At one time numb-
ering in their ranks the best paid slaves in
the country, they are today among the most
poorly paid. The increase in the prices of
the necessities of life has far out-stripped
their wage increases. The conservatism of

-the railroad workers has proven costly.

Conditions have. become so serious that
our honorable president is using the case of
the railroad shopmen as the basis of an ap-
peal to the slaves of the country to be loyal
to their masters, and as a warning to the
masters to be careful how they treat their
slaves. An examination of the vagaries of
this “‘call for a truce’’ will prove beneficial
to the entire working class—and the shop-
men in particular. Because of the “‘logie”’
of the appeal the men are asked not to press
their demands; hence, they should examine
that ‘‘logic.”’

The President, of course, examines the
case and judges in all fairness. But the
shopmen should by this time realize that the
President’s standard of ‘‘fairness’’ is not
their standard. What Mr. Wilson would
consider a ‘‘fair and equitable’’ return for
their labor is not what the men have in mind.
This is proved by the-demands they have
made and the judgment which has been
handed down. The men demanded about

seventeen cents per hour increase, the Pres-
ident offers an increase of four cents. It
seems that there is a difference of thirteen
cents in the two standards of “‘fairness.”
‘What the shopmen must decide is whether
they will accept four cents instead of seven-
teen. If they accept Mr. Wilson’s idea of

what is ‘‘fair’’ they will kiss the hand that

gives them four cents and go back to work.
‘But if they realize that they produce all the
wealth and that there is nothing in common
between them and those who take this
wealth from them, in the form of rent, in-
terest and profit, then it is likely that they
will adhere to their original demands,

This inerease of four cents is all that the
railroad shopmen are offered. .The balance
of the President’s message is an appeal to all
workers to be contented with their lot.

According -to thé. dweller in the White
House, the cost of living will soon be low-
ered. Reading this beautifuly written ap-
peal we are moved to say ‘‘ Almost thou per-
suadest me.” But the fact is that the gov-
ernment has done nothing that will bring a
deerease in the cost of living. The puny ef-
forts now being made will have little or no
effect.  The constantly increasing cost of
living cannot ke solved within the capitalist

_ system, ¢

*
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The Commpunist Party is the conscious ex-
pression of the class struggle of the workers
against -capitalism. Its aim is to direct this
struggle to the conquest of political pewer,

the overthrow of capitalism and the destrue- \

tion of the bourgeois state. *

The Communist Party prepares itself for
the revolution in the measure that it devel-
ops a program of immediate action, exPress-
ing the mass struggles of the proletariat.
These .struggles must be inspired with re-
volutionary spirit and purposes.

The Communist Party is fundamentally a
party of action. It brings to the workers a
consciousness of their oppression, of the im-
possibility of improving their conditions
under capitalism. The Communist Party di-
rects the workers’ struggle against capital-
ism, developing fuller forms and purposes
in this struggle, culminating in the mass ac-
tion of the revolution.

.

The Communist Party maintains that the
class struggle is essentially a politieal strug-
gle, that is, a struggle to conquer the power
of the state.

(a) The Communist Party shall keep in
the foreground its consistent appeal for pro-
letarian revolution, the overthrow of capital-

ism and the establishment of g dictatorship

of the proletariat. As the opposition of the
bourgeoisie is broken, as it is expropriated
and gradually absorbed into the working

groups, the proletarian dictatorship disap-.

pears until finally the state dies and there
are no more class distinctions.

(b) Participation in parliamentary cam-
paigns, which in the general struggle of the
proletariat is of secondary importance, is
for the purpose of revolutionary propaganda
only, _ '

{d) Parliamentary rePresentatives of the
Communist Party shall not introduce or sup-
port reform measures. Parliaments and
political democraey shall be utilized to assist
in organizing the working elass against ca-
pitalism and the state. Parliamentary re-
presentatives shall consistently expose the
oppressive class character of the capitalist
state, using the legislative forum to inter-
pret and emphasize-the class struggle; they
shall make clear how parliamentarism and
parliamentary demoecracy deceive the work-
ers; and they shall analyze capitalist legisla-
tive proposals and reform  palliatives as
evasions of the issue and as of no funda-
mental significance to the working class.

(d) Nominations for public office and
participation in elections are limited to le-
gislative bodies only, such as municipal ecoun-
(:._Ll_g, state legislature and national congress.

(e) The uncomPromising character of
the class struggle must be maintained under
all circumstances. The Communist Party ac-
cordingly, in campaigns and elections, and in
all its other activity, shall not co-operate
with groups or parties not committed to the
revolutionary class struggle, such as the
Socialist Party, Labor Party, Non-Partisan
League, Peoples Council, Municipal Owner-
ship Leagues, ete.

IT.

The Communist Party shall make the
great industrial struggles of the working
class its major campaigns, in order to de-

" velop an understanding of the strike in rela-

tion to the overthrow of capitalism.

(a) 'The Communist Party shall particip-
ate in mass strikes, not only to achieve the
the immediate purposes of the strike, but to
develop the revolutionary implications of
the mass strike,

(b) Mass strikes are vital factors in the
process out of which develops the workers’
understanding and action for the conquest
of power.

(¢) In mass strikes under conditions of

"+ The Program of the Party

A2l 221  Issued by the Convention of the
Communist Party

concentrated capitalism there is latent the
tendency toward the general mass strike
which takes on a political character and
manifests the imPulse toward toward pro-
letarian dictatorship.

In these general mass strikes the Commun-
ist Party shall emphasize the necessity of
maintaining industry and the taking over of
social functions usually discharged by the
capitalists and the institutions of capitalism.
The strike must cease being isolated and pas-

ive; it must become positive, general and ag--

gressive, preparing the workers for the com-
plete assumption of industrial and social
control.

(a) Every local and district organiza-
tion of the Party shall establish contact with
industrial units in its territory—the shops,
mills and mines—and direct its agitation ae-
cordingly.

(e) Shop Committees shall be organized
wherever possible for the purpose of Com-
munist agitation in a particular shop or in-
dustry by the workers employed there.
These committees shall be united with each
other and with the Communist Party, so that

The ‘Communist Convention

(Continued from Page 5.)
seph Stilson, the Lithuanian Secretary, Geo.
Selakovich, South Slavie Federation, and
Joseph Kowalsky, Polish Translator-Secre-
tary. :

One resolution of special interest was ad-
opted by the Convention: that the propagan-
da attitude of the Communis Pary shall be,
when necessary, to explain religion as a social
phenomenon and to explain the church as an
institution in the light of the materialistic
conception of history. It is evident from the
refusal to consider religious affiliations as
a bar to membership that the Convention
meant to draw a sharp distinction between
the ‘‘propaganda attitude of the party’’ and
censorship of individual religious opinion.

This resolution, taken out-of the Michigan
minority program, puts the Communist
Party on record against the evasion of the

important subject of religion and the church

which has heretofore been the policy of the
organized socialist movement in this coun-
try. But it does not go to the other extreme
of putting an affirmative burden upon the
party to carry on a rationalistic campaign,
as would be the case with a membership
qualification against religious affiliation;
it places our  attitude squarely upon the
social and political aspects of religion.

There are many features of the other
‘committee reports which call for partieular
notice. There are many others respects in
which this Convention stands out from all
prior Socialist gatherings in America. For
one thing, the fact that the Federation dele-
gates were largely Slavic emphasized the
close union between the organization of the
Communist Party here and the parent or-
ganization which came into being at Moscow
in March of this year—the Communist In-
ternational. It was the Russian expression
of Marxism which predominated this Con-
vention, the Marxism of Lenin, and the
party traditions of the Bolsheviki. -

One delegate after another expressed
amazement at the lessons thus brought be-
fore him. Many years of most valuable ex-
perience were compacted into one week; and
there is no guestion but that the students
ran the teachers a merry pace,

The Communist Convention and the Com-
munist Party mean the beginning of a dis-
ciplined revolutionary working-class move-
ment in America.

the party shall have actual contact with the
workers and mobilize them for action against
capitalism.

IIL.

The Communist Party must engage ac-
tively in the struggle to revolutionize the
trade unions. As against the unionism of the
American Federation of Labor, the Commun-
ist Party proragandizes industrial unionism
and industrial union organization, emphasiz-
ing their revolutionary implications. Indus-
trial Unionism is not simply a means for the
everyday struggle against ecapitalism: its
ultimate purpose is revolutionary, implying
the necessity of ending the capitalist parlia-
mentary state. Industrial - Unionism is a
factor in the final mass action for the con-’
quest of power, as it will constitute the basis
for the industrial administration of the Com-
munist Commonwealth.

(a) The Communist Party recognizes
that the A. F'. of L. is reactionary and a bul-
wark of capitalism.

(b) Councils of workers shall be organ-
ized in the shops as circumstances allow, for
the purpose of carrying on the industrial
union struggle in the old unions, uniting and
mobilizing the militant elements; these coun-
cils to be unified in a Central Council wher-
ever possible.

(e) It shall be a major task of the Com-

‘munist Party to agitate for the construction

of a general industrial union organization,
embracing the 1. W. W, W. L. L. U,, inde-
pendent and secession unions, militant
unions of the A. F. of L., and the unorgan-
ized workers, on the basis of the revolution-
ary class struggle.

IV.

The Communist Party shall encourage
movements of the workers in the shop seek-
ing to realize workers’ control of industry,
while indicating their limitations under ea-
pitalism; concretely, any movement analog-
ous to the shop Stewards of England. These
movements (equally directed against the
union bureaucracy) should be related to the
Commnunist Party.

V.

The unorganized unskilled workers (in-
cluding the agricultural proletariat) constit-
ute the bulk of the working class. The Com-
rmunist Party shall directly and systematical-
ly agitate among these workers, awakening
them to industrial union organization and
action.

: VI .

In close connection with the unskilled
workers is the Problem of the Negro worker,
The Negro problem is a political and eco-
nomie problem. The racial oppression of
the Negro is simply the expression of his
economic bondage and oppression, each in-
tensifying the other. This complicates the
Negro problem, hut does not alter its pro-
letarian character. The Communist Party
will carry on agitation among the Negro
workers to unite them with all class con-
seiouns workers.

VIIL v

The United States is developing an aggres-
sive militarism., The Communist Party will
wage the struggle against militarism as a
phase of the class struggle to hasten the
downfall of Capitalism.

VIIL ‘

The struggle against Imperialism, neces-
sarily an international struggle, is the basis
of proletarian revolutionary action in this
epoch.

(a) There must be close unity with the
Communist International for common action
against Imperialism. '

(b) The Communist Party emphasizes
the common character of the struggle of the
workers of all nations, making necessary the
solidarity of the workers of the world.
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The Communist Party and Communist

HERE are no doubt many who will
find it difficult to understand how it

came about that two new parties
were formed at Chicago the first week of
Scptember instead of one. The breakup of
the old Socialist Party, under challenge of
revolutionary experience, came much more
rapidly than anyone anticipated.

There was such startling quick and sure

response to the Left Wing propaganda that
the advance gnard of the Left Wing found
itself constantly prodded and pushed from
behind. On the other hand the frantic ef-
forts of the old party officialdom to stave
off personal retirement and the reorganiza-
tion of the party along the lines of revolu-
tionary Socialism preeipitated the crisis.
The demands for new policies and a new
officialdom, voiced in a series of referen-
dums, was answered by wholesale expul-
sions of the aggressive membership. The
breach was made complete; the old party
rulers disavowed the militant membership;
nspensions and expulsions followed quickly
upon the first discovery of organized effort
to change the charaeter of the party. In
turn, those who had repudiated the oppor-
tunistic compromises of the official Social-
ist Party, its refusal to align itself with the
revolutionary groups of the Communist In-
ternational, and its complete failure to eon-
form its policies with the living reality of
the world Social Revolution finally learned
that their fight against a reactionary party
officialdom must become a fight against the
Socialist Party.
- Here was the issue upon which the Left
Wing forces split. There was the persistent
belief that the militant membership could
find the right method by which to tear the
Socialist Party organization out of the clut-
ches of the old officaldom. With over
50,000 members of the party disfranchised,
and with the Right Wing openly proceeding
to call into its Emergency Convention care-
fully selected henchmen from the Eastern
and Central States, where most of the memb-
ers could no longer vote, there were still
some Left Wingers who counted upon using
the Emergency Convention as the organ for
revolutionizing the Socialist Party.

At the Left Wing National Conference,
Leld at New York, Juune 21st to 24th, the
niajority plan included the use of the Emer-
geney Convention. However, under pressure
of vigorous argument in favor of immediate
organization of a new party, there was the
general admission that the Right Wing
would not let itself be pushed into an
Emergeney Convention which it could not
easily control. The majority argument was
that there was value in the use of the Emerg-
ency Convention campaign as a means of
carrying forward the Left Wing propagan-
da; but even the majority was careful to
state a series of definite contingencies upon
‘which the Left Wing must go ahead with the
formation of a new party. It was unani-
mously agreed, among other alternatives,
that if the representatives of the suspended
and expelled organizations were refused
seats in the Emergeney Convention, then all
the Left Wing delegates would join to-
gether to organize the Communist Party.

The vote in the Left Wing Conference on
the proposition of forming the Communist
Party on June 22nd was 55 to 38. This
minority vote, assuming its acceptance by
the membership represented, meant at once
an alignment of over 30,000 members in
favor of immediate formation of the new
party. A group of 31 out of this minority,
made up largely of Federation and Michigan
delegates; organized separately upen a prog-

Labor Party

ram of immediate severance from the Social-
ist Party and a call for a convention on Sep-
tember first to form the Communist Party.
This call was quickly accepted not only by
the groups represented by these delegates,
but by practically all of the disfranchised
Socialist Party. ‘

It was at once apparent that the bulk of
the active Left Wing forees could have no
part in the Emergency Convention. There
might be argument about whether this min-
ority group should have severed itself from
the old party or not, but there could be no
argument about the fact that this had hap-
pened. The Left Wing National Couneil
could interpret its mandate from the Left
Wing Conference as related to this member-
ship no less than to any other Left Wing
membership. Indeed, it was precisely this
solid array of suspended and expelled or-
ganizations which had carried the Left
Wing to the stage of its National Confer-
ence. Or the Left Wing National Council
could close its eyes to the realities of the
situation, insist upon the literalness of an
instruction to use the Emergency Convention
pending contingencies already fulfilled, and
thereby satisfy several small groups inter-
ested for various extraneous reasons in keep-
ing up a fight against the group definitely
standing out for the Communist Party Con-
vention.

The Left Wing National Council severely
criticized the minority group upon two
grounds, one the seeming desire to start the
new party as a clique affair, without fair
representation to all Left Wing groubs; the
other ground, an apparent indifference to
Communist principles in joining together
elements opposed in fundamental viewpoint
but agreed on the starting of a new party.
The first objection was answered by the
agrecment on representation which went in-
to the Joint Call for the September first
Convention. The second objection was ans-
wered by the reunion of the Iederation
groups with the Left Wing, which preclud-
ed the least possibility of deviation from the
fundamentals of revolutionary Socialism at
the Communist Party Convention. Only the
small Michigan group had failed to accept
the full implications of the Manifesto and
Program of the Left Wing Conference.

The Joint Call went out twenty days be-
fore the September first Convention. It was
acceped by the Massachusetts State Conven-
ion of August 11, with practically no Fed-

eration representatives present, by vote of

62 to 7. It was accepted throughout New
York. It was accepted in Cleveland and
Philadelphia. It ended all controversy on
the question of the September first Conven-
tion in many other important loeals.

Obviously the time was tao short for ac-
tion upon the Joint Call in the Western
States. But it is beyond challenge that the
strategists who maneuevered the Communist
Labor Party Convention were fully inform-
ed about the Joint Call. Benjamin Gitlow
of New York was a member of the National
Left Wing Council, John Reed was an As-
sociate Editor of The Revolutionary Age,
the official Left Wing paper; Alfred Wag-
enknecht, Ludwig Lore, Edward Lindgren,
L. E. Katterfeld, Jack Carney, Alex Bilan—
all these were fully informed of the situa-
tion, and most of them were under direct
membership mandate to go into the Com-
munist Party Convention, '

When the bolting delegates from the Em-
ergeney Convention came together Sunday
night, August 31st, determined that there
could no longer be any basis of compromise
with the Right Wing, it was proposed by C.

E. Ruthenberg that the first order of busi-
ness be the consideration of unity with the
Communist Party Convention which was to
meet the next day. But this was voted down
37 to 31. There were some who still had in
mind negotiations with the Right Wing, and
there were others determined at all odds to
make out of this chance grouping of bolting
delegates a third party in opposition to the
Communist Party. At all times there were
a few in this body who sincerely believed
that it was their special mission to start the
new party, regardless of the lineup of over
fify thousand mempers in the Communist
Party. And there were still a few others
who did not recover from their confusion
until this Communist Labor Party Conven-
tion was nearly over and they realized that
they had been misled under momentary en-
thusiasm.

Only after this meeting of bolting dele-
gates had been given the semblance of a new
party organization was the question of the
Communist Party given consideration. A
committee was appointed to confer with the
Joint Organization Committee of the Com-
munist Party Convention on the possibili-
ties of uniting the two conventions. Qn
Monday morning the two committees met.
After the written answer of the Joint Or-
ganizaion Committee was made, it was un-
derstood that the bolting delegates would sit
in a reserved section of the Communist
Pary Convention hall until this Convention
had time to organize itself and take up the
question of unity as a body. This never hap-
pened; it was only after the work of both
Conventions had gone to an advanced stage
that a few members of the Communist
Party Convention other than the original
committee of five came into contact with
the Communist Party Convention.

The following are the documents inter-
changed between the two conventions; a
committee of five having been appointed by
the Communist Party Convention for the
purpose of these negotiations:

STATEMENT OF COMMUNIST
CONVENTION

Before the beginning of the war in Aug-
ust 1914 sharp differences in prineiples and
tacties had made themselves apparent in the
parties within the Second International. In
each counry there was the faction which
placed its reliance upon the parliaments of
the bourgeois state for the transformation of
capitalism into Socialism. This faction, the
dominant element in the Socialist Party in
practically every country, directed its tae-
ties and agitation to the end of attaining a
majority in the parliaments. They argued
that this majority, through legislative action
}vould end the power of the capitalists in
industry and build up the structure of the
new society.

In harmony with conception it considered
the activities of its parliamentary represen-
tatives for reform mpeasures intended to
improve the position of the workers under
the capitalist system as the method by
whieh Socialism would be established.

In sharp conflict with these Moderate
Socialists stood the Revolutionary minori-
ties, which rejected the idea that the class
struggle could be won in the bourgeois par-
liaments. The Revolutionary Socialists
contended that the emancipation of the
working class could not be achieved through
the ecapitalist state but only through the
overthrow of the capitalist state by the
mass power of the workers and the estab-
lishment of a new organ of state power by
the working class, in the form of the Dictat-
orship of the Proletariat, for the transfor-
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mation of Capitalism; into Communism.

Between these groups stood the waver-
ing centre, revolutionary in phrases, it was
never revolutionary in action. Rejecting the
idea of legislpting capitalism out of exist-
ence a step 4t a time, and therefore not
agitating primarily for social reform mea-
sures under the capitalist system, this fac-
tion nevertheless consideréd the bourgeois
state as the medium through which Cap-
iitalism would be abolished.

It required the test of action under rev-
olutionary crisis to bring cut the irreconeil-
able differences between these factions.

Under the test of action it was found that -

Moderate Socialism betrayed the eclass
struggle in favor of ‘‘reconciliation of the
classes.’” Moderate Socialism is today direet-
ly and openly counter-revolutionary. The
Centre, because of its vacillation, is even
more dangerous because its revolutionary
phrases conceal its betraya)l, of the rev-
olutionary class struggle.

Although the movement in this country
has not undergone the test of revolutionary
experience in an advanced stage, the in-

fluence of the social revolution in Russia’

and the struggle in Germany have deep-
cned the difference of viewpoint which
have heretofore existed in the cne party.
Out of the Socialist Party Convention,
easily controlled by the Right Wing by
_ ruthless manipulation, there have gathered
in your Convention delegates who for a
large variety of reasons are opposed to as-
sociation with the Right Wingers. Many of
your delegates left the Socialist Party Con-
vention merely because they object to the
methods of those in control of the old or-
ganization. The leaders of your group have
carried on their campaign against the old
party upon legalistic grounds. They have
emphasized the question of party regular-
ity ; they have asked for support upon this
basis, not upon understanding and accept-
ance of Communist prineiples and tacties.

There are delegates in your group who
have made use of revolutionary phrases
without conception of the differences in
principles and tactics which separate the
Right Wing from the Left. There are del-
egaies who are with you because of per-
sonal grievances against the old party
officialdom or against the Left Wing of-
ficialdom.

One of your delegates, for instance, in his
statement before the Socialist Party con-
test committee, specifically repudiated ever
having endorsed the Left Wing or being in
sympathy with it. There are delegates with
vou on the basis of objection to ‘‘foreign’’
control, thus showing inability to grasp
the first prineiples of Communism, Think of
such an objection against an organization
which is to be the American Branch of the
Communist International!

Iy the Communist Conventicn are to be
found the representatives of the conscious
Communist elements in this country. In
contrast to your heterogeneous bolting del-
egates, most of them without a mandate
from any membership for the organization
of a new party, the delegates in our con-
vention came clearly instructed to form a
Communist Party based upen the principles
and tactics of the Communist International.

It must be remembered that a Communist
Party gains nothing by additional member-
ship unless that membership is consciously
Communist. OQurs must be a party closely
united on fundamentals.

In considering our proposal for a unity
of all the delegates now in Chicago who
represent Communist groups, it must be
kept clearly in mind that our convention
1s absolutely bound by the Joint Call which
accounts for the presence of 128 delegates
and 9 fraternal delegates in this city. These
delegates represent 58,000 members. Their
mandate from this membership iz stated in

the Joint Call. Obviously our Convention is
bound by the call which brought it into
existence. .

By this we do not mean to lay down any
rule of formalism. To say that we are bound
by the Joint Call is only another way of
saying that the fact of our convention
means a fundamental basis of agreement
arrived at by discussion among these mem-
bers. Every delegate in our convention
owes his seat to the faet that our Committee
on Credentials has had placed before it the
documentary evidence of a membership
mandate to organize g Communist Party.-

Our convention would lose its real mean-
ing if every additional delegate did not meet
the same test. There is nothing in the nature
of an adventure in our work. It has been
deliberately planned; it is the ecalculated
response to the development of the Left
Wing movement within the Socialist Party;
it is not an accidental gathering of Socialist
Party members who happen to agree at the
moment that a new party might be the right
way to give expression and force to the rev-
olutionary Socialist movement in this
country, speculating as to what response
such an experiment might meet. '

This is our instruction from our Conven-
tion: that every additional delegate must
present his credentials to our Credential

Committee in the same manner as delegates-

already seated. This instruection earries with
it the clear implication that every additional
delegate who votes in our convention must
meet the test which puts him on the same
membership basis as the rest of us. His vote,
in addition to the votes already assigned
within our Convention, must be in cor-
respondence with the membership of the
state organization he represents.

There are some delegates with eredentials
covering both the Socialist and Communist
conventions, who have already been received
for full participatipn in our Convention.
Others who have such credentials will be
similarly received through the Credential
Committee. There may be other cases which
would meet the same general test in a dif-
ferent way, according to the principle al-
ready stated.

Delegates from the Left Wing States or
other organizations, that is organizations
which have adopted the Left Wing program
but have no eredentials or instructions from
their rank and file to the Communist Con-
vention, and who were not elected in opposi-
tion to the Communist Convention, there-
fore fail to participate as voting members
of our body, will be seated as fraternal
delegates. This Committee will favor the ex-
clusion, however, of delegates who opposed
the Jonit Call for the Communist Conven-
tion in favor of the Emergency Convention
or who were elected on such opposition.

The total delegates for any state or other
organization will be reduced by the number
of delegates for such orcanization alveady
seated in our convention.

Committee of the Communrist Cenvention,
Sept. 3., 1919.

ANSWER TO THE STATEMENT OF THE
COMMUNIST CONVENTION BY THE
CONMMUNIST LABOR PARTY
CONVENTION.

We waive the answer to the introduction
in your statcment because it contains no
point of controversy. Neither do we care
to propagandize the Communist Convention,
for we are sure that the introduaction to your
statement is common knowledge among rev-
olutionary Socialists.

The Left Wing movement is not a child
of a day. Left Wing movements have existed
in the Socialist Parties of the world ever
since their ineception. The only difference
between the Left Wing factions of to-day
and those of before the war is that these
Left Wing factions have added to their fund

of knowledge the experiences of the war
and revolutions.

Immediately . after the Russian Revolu-
tion, Left Wing manifestations in the Soe-
ialist Party in this country became more
pronounced and gradually crystllized until
a very large element in the Socialist Party
accepted the Left Wing position. This event-
ually resulted in the expulsion and suspens-
ion from the party of a portion of the Left
‘Wing element by a reactionary officialdom.
When this definite break oceured a confer-
ence was held in Chicago at which Fraina,
Keracher, Ferguson, Ruthenberg, Stoklitzky
and Stilson were present. It was there
agreed to carry on the fight for the Left
Wing and its principles within the Socialist
Party in order to rally all Left Wing forces
for a final battle against the Right Wing for
control. ’

At this conference it was unanimously
decided to divide the neecessary work to be
done. The duty of making what is now ecal-
led the ‘‘legalistic’’ fight was given to the
Ohio state office of the Socialist Party and
it was agreed that the Revolutionary Age
should continue its propaganda for the Left
Wing dominance of principle. Under these
circumstances any criticism of our group on
these grounds is unworthy of those who
make it.

The decision to carry on the fight within
the Socialist Party was endorsed by the
Left Wing National Conference and again
at the meeting of the new national executive
committee at Chicago in July. Members of
your group, Fraina, Ruthenberg and others
agreed to this course.

Despite these repeated decisions to carry
on the fight within the party, -certain
elements of your group, decided to organize
a new Party. We refer to the Russian Fed-
cration—Michigan Combination, who were
united, not on principle, but for political
advantage.

The National Left Wing Council was
stampeded by these elements into its viola-
tion of the National Left Wing Conference
decision and reluctantly joined in the call
for a Communist Convention.

The group we represent remained true to
all edicts officially issued by these several
Left Wing conferences; carried the battle
to the Emergency National Convention of
the Socialist Party, and there made a
decisive fight. 'We shall probably never
find ourselves in agreement with the tactics
of flopping from one position to another at
the rate of nearly twiee a week, in direct
viclation of the mandates of higher gov-
erning hodies and arguments.

We agree that the sentiment of the mémt-

bership of a large organization can never be
definitely gauged. However, the Soeialist
Party membership, by a vote of nearly 10
to 1, decided to affiliate with the Moscow
Internatiordal. This wonld at least mean
hat by far ‘e greater majority of the
membership of the Socialist Party sub-
seribes to the Left Wing program. The Tieft
Wing delegates who ecompose this Com-
munist Labor Party, are unanimously in
favor of carrying out this decision. The 92
delegates which compose this Communist
Liabor Party convention represent an over-
whelming majority of the Socialist Party’s
membership. The delegates who compose
vour cenvention are separated from us
merely because of the one fact that a few
reactionary officials kicked them out of the
party.

We Inve kept our ioint acreemeonts. You
have violated yours. You deserted us, you
degerted the party membership when it
needed you most. It is therefore assuming
much on your part to attempt to lay down
terms for unity to ws. Despite your incon-
sistencies, we now offer to meet you to
unite the two conventions upon a basis of
equality.

We see many

inconsistent elements in
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your convention. We are, however, desirous
of uniting all the forees of Communism into
one solid phalanx to oppose both capitalism
and the eclements of moderate bourgeois
Socialism. We are sure that in the course of
time all inconsistent elements will drop out.
Considering these inconsistent elements in
your convention, you eaunot justly criticize
any sceming inconsistent elements in ours.
We must refuse your demand to come
into your convention as individual deleg-
ates. We are Left Wing delegates regularly
assembled in the Communist Labor Party
Convention. We represent a stable and per-
manent organization. We have obeyed all
agreements of the Left Wing conferences
which were legitimate. We have also obeyed
the mandates of the party membership as
expressed by referendum. We can claim at

least as much eredit for the crystalization

of revolutionary elements among the Social-
ist Party’s membership as your volatile and
bolting groups.

We claim ours is the advantageous posi-
tion, yet we are willing to meet you upon a
basis of equality. Unity can be affected and
should be effected, so that out of the exist-
ing evisis, instead of two parties, each claim-
ing the right to affiliate with the Moscow
International, and each deserving that
right, only once party of Communist Social-
ism shall emerge. '

Toward this end we propose: That the
two Conference Committees shall constitute
a joint credential eommittee to go over the
roster of both conventions to see whether
they really contain any irreconcilable elem-
ents, and if possible, to agree upon a joint
recommendation to both Conventions.

TO THE DELEGATES OF THE COM.
MUNIST LABOR PARTY
CONVENTION.

The Communist Party Cenvention, in re-
plying to the Committee of the Communist
Labor Party Convention, ean take no ae-
count of the various decisions of the groups
which met at Chicago immediately following
the expulsion and suspensions made by the
Old National Executive Committee of the
Socialist Party; nor of the agreemnts cred-
ited to the Left Wing National Coference,
the National Left Wing  Council, the Minor-
ity group of the Left Wing Conference, or
the new Socialist Party National Executive
Committee. Each of these must and will
answer for itself.

This convention has no question about
the rank and file of the Socialist Party. The
ten to one vote to join the Communist Inter-
national is one of the items which account
for our presence in Chicago to organize the
Communist Party of America. Examination
of the ballots in this referendum and of our
roster of delegates will show that it is our

‘chance convention,

Communist Party membership which cast
the overwhelming bulk of these votes .

As to the charges of inconsistent elements
in our convention, that will be tested by the
program and constitution which we adopt.
‘We have absolute confidence that our con-
vention will act in elarity of principle with-

out compromise. There can be no charge of’

inconsistent elements in our party if the
work of our convention shows agreement
on Communist fundamentals in principles,
program of party work, and form of party
organization.

We can only refer your delegates again
to our answer of September 3rd. We appeal
to your delegates to act on their individual
judgment, not in a false sense of loyalty
to an accidental grouping in a body which
represents no membership organization.
Some of your delegates belong with us by
clear mandate of their membership, and
ghey must reajize their responsibility in
assuming at this crucial time to function
directly against the Communist Party.

Chicago, Ill., Sept. 4th, 1919.

On Friday, September 5th, a new com-
mittee from the Communist Liabor Party
Convention presented on the floor of the
Communist Convention an invitation for an
informal joint meeting of the two Conven-
tions.

‘Whereupon a motion was made and
adopted that the reply to this invitation be
as follows: that we have already invited
the delegates of the other Convention to sit
with us as special guests, while many of
these delegates can also qualify as delegates
or fraternal delegates to this Convention.

CONCLUSION.

The Communist Party is now established
— on a solid foundation of prineiple and
membership, The Communist Labor Party
began to fall apart before the end of its
hip-hurrah convention. It represented no
membership mandate in its inception; and
the primary problem of its creators will be
to find a membership niow that appropriate
emblems, poems, college yells and songs
have been adopted. All sorts of extremes in
opinion manifested themselves within this
and first one element
and then another was forced out. Hardly
one-half of the delegates remained for the
job of formulating a constitution for the
new party, the most fundamental work of
such a convention; and this little group

went about its work in a listless, indifferent’

way.

Its formal statement claims 92 delegates
in the Communist Labor Party Convention.
The actual roster shows 81. Of these 7 were
regular delegates in the Communist Party
Convention, leaving the actual number at

74. Out of this total of 74 there were over
50 from States where the membership was
fully represented in the Socialist and Com-
munist Conventions. For example, there
were over 60 delegates from New York in
the three econventions. Only in the Commun-
ist Party Convention was this representation
based on actual membership, using the ratio
of 1 delegate to 500 members. The Right
‘Wing had a full delegation from New York,
in spite of the fact that most of the mem-
bers were expelled. The 9 delegates from
New York City to the Communist Labor
Party Convention could not possibly have
represented anybody, since all the locals of
New York had either lined up with the
Right Wing or accepted the Joint Call for
the Communist Party Convention.

The only bona fide representatives of
Left Wing membership in the Communist
Labor Party Convention were about 20 in
number, from Washington, Missouri, Colo-
rado, Oregon, Kansas, Nebraska, Utah and
Kentucky. This is partially the case also as
to California, and there are perhaps half a
dozen other instances where Left Wing
membership was represented in this Conven-
tion, and in the Communist Party Conven-
tion, as in the case of certain locals of Il-
linois. It is a generous estimate to say that
30,000 members were represented by these
delegates.

As to the 14 delegates from Ohio, their
presence in the third party convention was
in direet violation of instructions. This was
true also of a few other delegates, par-
ticularly from Local Kings County, New
York, and one from St. Louis. It was true
also of those who had no instruction to bolt
the Socialist Party Convention,

It is apparent that this Communist Labor -
Party adventure has no signifiance beyond
the personal inability of a few dozens to
give their membership representation in
either of the two real conventions, that of
the old party or that of the new Communist
Party. It will stand as a graphic portrayal of
the viciousness of Centrism, with its play
on revolutionary phrases and its mnegation
of decisive action. The 10,000 members thus
deprived of representation will realize that
their only real choice lies between the Soe-
ialist Party and the Communist Party; and
the history of the Left Wing movement
proves that these members will quickly join
themselves with the Communist Party, leav-
ing their Centrist leaders without trace of
a following.

The Communist Party is established on
the firm basis of gathering into itself only
real Communists, so that the conseious rev-
olutionary nucleus of the working class in
this countrye an really funection in a crisis
of action, instead of being dissipated. by its
own. contradictions.

Wanted:

The capitalist press is experiencing difficulty in getting the
minds of the working class in this country into proper shape to
allow for an invasion of Mexico. However, they are working at it
overtime. Every paper that one picks up carries sereaming head
lines for intervention in Mexico, It doesn’t seem to be making much
headway, however. The workers were convinced by the ‘“War for
Democracy’ that they must not take everything at face value, and
they are examining the faets in the Mexican situation. Therefore
they are aware that everything is not as it is elaimed to be.

The interest of the workers south of the Rio Grande are nil. The
interests of the capitalists are great and it will be the capitalists’
interests that the workers will go there to defend—if they ‘go.

Members of the working class do not own any mines or oil wells
or plantations in Mexico. Some newspaper owners do, and many
other owners of property in Mexico econtrol the policy of newspapers
in this country. Aside from that, the imperialistic needs of the ea-
pitalist in this country are driving them to seek domination over
the economic resources of Mexico.

A war at this time would furnish the necessary excuse to make
_an attack upon the radical labor movement and therefore, is not

A War

undesirable to the capitalist class of this country. Although that in
itself would not be sufficient to cause a war. The main and domin-
ent reason 'is the necessity of securing the natural resources of
Mexico for exploitation by United States capitalists.

Whether they succeed in this or not rests with the workers of
this country. If they ean be brought to realize that the interest of
she working class is international and that they have nothing to
gain by an invasion of Mexico the first objective will be gained. If
in addition to this they can be organized to protect that interna-
tional interest of the workers by establishing & workers government
in these United States—then the future is theirs.

Sammy Gompers. has been to Furope trying to organize the
Labor movement to put an end to Bolshevism. He gives us the
pleasant information that Bolshevism is dead—and we are glad that
he says so, for Sammy is usually 1009% wrong in his diagnosis of thé
situation. Sammy did not seem to realize that the European Labor
Movement is a hundred years ahead of America and therefore knows
what caused the war and did not eare to spend hours debating as to
whether Germany was responsible or not.
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The Party Constitution

I Na}ﬂe and Purpose

Sec. 1. The na;f‘ne of this organization shall be

THE COMMUNIST PARTY of America. Its pur-

pose chall be the education and organization of
the working class for the establishment of the
Dictatorship of tlié Proletariat, the abolition of
the capitalist system and the establishment of the
Communist society.

1I. Etablem -

Sec. 1. The emblem of the party shall be a
button with the figure of the earth in the centre
in white with gold lines and a red flag across the
face bearing the inscription “All Power To The
‘Worker’s”; around the figure of the earth a red
margin shall appear with the words *“The Commu-
nist Party of America” and “The Communist
International” on this margin in white letters.

III. Membership

Sec. 1. Every person who accepts the principles
and tactics of the Communist Party and the Com-
munist Internctional and agrees to engage acti-
vely in the work of the party, shall be eligible to
membership. It is the aim of this organization to
have in its rank only those who participate
actively in its work.

Sez. 2. Applicants for membership shall sign
an application card reading as follows:

“The undersigned, after having read
he constitution and program of the Com-
munist Party, declares his adherence to
the principles and tactics of the party
and the Communist International: agrees
to submit to the discipline of the party
a5 stated in its constitution and pledges
himself to engage actively in its work.”

Sec. 3. Every member must join a duly con-
stituted branch of the party. There shall be no
members-at-large,

Sec. 4. All application cards must be endorsed
by two persons who have been members for not
less than three months.

Sec. 5. Applications for membership shall not
be finally acted upon until two months after
prescatation to the branch, and in the meantime
applicant shall pay initiation fee and dues and
shall attend meetings and classes. He shall have
a voice and no vote. Provided that this rule shall
not apply to the charter members of new bran-
ches nor to the members who make application
to newly organized branches during ‘the first
month.

Sec. 6. No person who is a member or sup-
porter of any other political organization shall
be admitted to membership.

Sec. 7. No person who has an entire livelihood
from rent, interest or profit shall be eligible to
membership in the Communist Party. '

Sec. 8. No person shall be accepted as a
member who enters into the service of the natio-
nal state or local governmental bodies otherwise
than through the Civil Service, or by legal com-
puision.

Provided, that the civil employment by the
government is of a non-political character.

Sec. 9. No members of The Communist Party
shall contribute articles or editorials of a politi-
cal or economic character to publications other
than those of the Communist Party or of par-
ties affiliated with the Communist International.
(This clause shall not be considered as prohibi-
ting the contribution of articles written from an
economic or seientific standpoint to scientific or
professional journals. Permission to answer an
attack upon the Communist Party in the bour-
geoise press may be granted by the Central Exe-
cutive Committee.

IV. Units of Organization

Scz.1. The basic organization of the Commu-
nist Party ehall be branches of not less than
seven members. (Applicants for a charter shall
fill out the form provided by the National Orga-
nization).

Sec. 2. Two or more branches located in the
same city shall form a City Centrall Committee.
City Central Committees may include branches
in adjacent territory, subject to supervision of
thee central management of the party.

Sec. 3. City Central Committees and all other
branches in the same state shall form State Or-
ganizations. Provided, that under the control of

Adopted and Issued by the Convention of the
Communist Party

the Central Executive Committee more than one
state may be included in a single District Orga-
nization; and provided also that District Orga-
rfizations may be formed by the Central Executive
Committec along the lines of industrial rather
than state divisions.

Sec. 4. Branches of the Communist Party made
up of members who speak a foreign language,
when there are ten or more of such branches
consisting of a total of not l¢3s than 760 members,
may form a Language Federation. Provided, that
this rule shall not apply as to members of those
Federations affiliating with the party at the time
of its organization or within four months there-
aftcr. No more than one Federation of the same
language may exist in the party.

Sec. 5. All language branches shall join and
become part of the Federations of their language
if such a Fedcration exists.

Sec. 6. All subsidiary units shal be combined
in the Communist Party. Branches of the cities,
states, districts and federations shall he unite of
the Communist Party.

Art. V. Administration

Sec. 1. The supreme administrative body of
the Communist Party shal be the convention of
the party.

Sec. 2.
tiong the supreme body shall be the Central Exe-
cutive Conmimittee elected by the convention. The
Central IIxecutive Committee shall consist of
fifteen members. The convention shall also elect
five alternates who shall take their places as
members of the Central Executive Committee in
case of vacancies in the order of their vote.

Sec. 3. The Central Executive Committee shall
elect from its members a sub-committee of five
members, who together with the Executive Se-
cretary and the Editor of the central organ of
the party shall be known as the Executive Coun-
cil. The members of the ExecutiveCouncil shall
live in the city in which the National Headquar-
ters are located or in adjacent cities. This HExecu-
tive Counsil shall carry on the work of the party
under the supervision of the Central Executive
Committee. )

Sec. 4. The Convention shall elect an Eecutive
Secrelary and the Editor of the central organ of
the party. All other officials shal be appointed by
the Central Executive Committee. "’

Sec. 5. The Executive Secretary and Editor
shall conduct their work under the direction of
the Central Executive Committee.

Sec. 6. The supreme administrative power of
the State, District, Federation or City unite shall
be vested in the conventions of these respective
units. Conventions of the State or District Orga-
nization shall be held in May or June each year.

Sec. 7. Between conventions of the District,
State and Federations the Central Executive
Committee of these organizations shall be the
supreme bodies.

Sec. 8. The Central Executive Committee of
these organizations shall in each case be elected
by the conventions, which shall also determine
the number of members.

Sec. 9. The City Central Committees shall con-
sist of delegates elected by the branches upon the
basis of proportional representation. They shall
meet at least once each month. The City Central
Committees shall elect their Executive Committees
and Executive Officers.

Sec. 10. Each Federation shall elect a Trans-
lator-Secretary who shall have an office in the
National Headquarters and whose salary shall
be paid by the National Organization. Translator-

Secretaries are the representatives of their orga-

nizations in the National Headquarters, and shall
serve as medimums of communications. They shall
submit monthly to the Executixe Secretary and
the State and District Organizations a statement
showing all the dues stamps sold during the pre-
vious month. Translator-Secretaries shall not be
eligible to membership in the Central Executive
Committee Council but shall meet with the Com-
mittee and the Executive Council and have a voice
but not vote.

VL

Sec. 1. Fach applicant for membership shall
pay an initiation fee of fifty cents which shall

Dues

Between the meetings of the conven-.

be receipted for an initiation stamyp furnished hy
th2 National Organization. The fifty cents shall
be divided between the branch and City Central
Committee. Where there is no City Central Com-
mittee its share shall be paid to the State or
District Organization.

Sec. 2. IEach member shall pay forty cents per
month in dues. Stamps shall be scld to the
State or District Organization at fifteen cents;
State or District Organizations shall sell stamps
to the City Central Committees and branches in
cases where there are no City Committees, at
twenty five cents; City Central Committees shall
sell stamps to branches at thirty cents.

Sec. 3. " Branches of Language Federations shall
purchase their dues stamps through their Federa-
tions. Translator Secretarics shall pay ten cent
per stamp to the National Organization and shall
remit to each State or Disirict Organization ten
cents for each stamp sold cach month, Where a
City Central Commiitee exisis the State or District
Organization shall remit five cents of this amount
to the Cily Central Committee. MNembers of
Language Federations Braunches pay forty ceats
per stamp, ten ceats going to {he branch and
ten cents to the Tederation.

Sec. 4. Special assessment may bz levied by the
National Organization, Federations or the Central
Hxecutive Committee. No niember shall be con-
sidercl in geod standing unless he purchases
such special assezsinent stamps.

Sec. 5. Husband and wife bhelonging to ihe
same branch may purchase dual stamps. which
shall be sold at the same price as the regular
stamps. Special assessments must be paid by
both husband and wife.

Sec. 6. Members unable to pay dues on account
of uncmployment, strikes, sickness or for similar
reasens, shall upon application to their financial
secretary be furnished exempt stampts. Provided
that no State or District Organization or Federa-
tion shall be allowed exempt stamps in a propor-
tion greater than 5 per cent of its monthly pur-
chase of regular stamps.

See. 7. Members who are three months in
arrcars in payment of their dues shall cease to he
members of the party in good standing. Members
who are six mouths in arrears shall be stricken
from the rolls. No member shall pay dues in ad-
vance for a period of more than three months.

VII. Discipline

Sec. 1. All decisions of the governing bodies of
the party shall be binding upon the membership
and subordinate units of the organizations.

Sec. 2. Any member or organization violating
the decisions of the party shall be subject to ex-
pulsion by the organization which has juriadiction.
Charges against members shall be made before
branches, subject to appeal by either side to the
City Central Committee or State or District Or-
ganization where there is no City Central Commit-
tee. Charges against the branches shall be made
before the City Central Committe, or where there
is no City Central Committee before the State or
District Organization. Decisions of the City Cen-
tral Committee in the case of branches shall be
subject to revision by the State or District Or-
ganization. Chargcs against State or Distriet Or-
ganizations shall be made before the Central Ex-
ecutive Committe. When a City Central Committee
expels a Federation branch, the branch shall have
the right to present its case to the Central Ex-
ecutive Committec of the Federation. If the Cen-
tral Executive Committee of the Federation decides
to that effect it may bring an appeal for rein-
statemcnt betore the Central Executive Commit-
tee of the party which shall make final disposition
of the matter.

Sec. 3. Members and branches of the Federation
shall bc subject-to the discipline of the Federation.
Branches expelled by the Federation shall have
the right to appeal to the City Central Committee,
or, whei there is no City Central Committee, to
the State or Distriet Organization. If the City
Central Committee or the State or District Or-
ganization does not uphold the expulsion the
matter shall be referred to the Central Exeeutive
Committee upon decumentary evidence and if
the decision of the City Centrai Commiltee or
State or District Organization is upheld, the
branch shall be reinstated as a branch of the
Federation.

Sec. 4. Each unit of the party organization
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shall restrict its activities to the territory it
represents.

Sec. 5. A member who desires to transfer his
membership to another branch shall secure a
transferal eard from the financial secretary of
his branch. No branch shall receive a member
from another branch without such a traumsferral
card and upon presentation of the transfer card
the secretary of the branch receiving same shall
malke inquiry about the standing of the member
to the secretary issuing the card.

Sec. 6. All party units shall use uniform appli-
cation cards, dues books and accounting records
which shall be printed by the National Or-
ganization.

Sec. 7. All employes of the party must be party
members.

VIII. Headquarters

Sec. 1. The National Headquarters of the party
shall he located in Chicago. In an emergency Dis-
trict or State Office may be used as the National
Headgquarters.

IX. CQualifications

Sec. 1. Members of the Central Executive
Commitee the Executive Secretary, Editor Inter-

nualy during the month of June the specific date
and place to be determined by the Central Execu-
tive Committee. The Central Executive Committee
may call Emergency Conventions and stich con-
ventions may also be called by referendum vote.

Sec. 2. Representation at the National Conven-
tion shall be upon the basis of one delegate for
each 500 members or major fraction thereof; pro-
vided, that when the number of delegates would
exceed a total of 200 the Central Executive Com-
mittee shall increase the basis of representation so
that the number of delegates shall not exceed that
figure.

Sec. 3. Delegates shall be apportioned to. the
State or Discrict Organizations on the basis of
one delegate for each such organization and the
apportionment of the balance on the basis of
the average membership for the six month prior
to the issue of the call for the convention Dele-
gates shall be elected at the Convention of the
State or Discrict Organization.

Sec. 5. Delegates to the National Convention
shall be paid their traveling expenses and a per
diem of $5.00.

Sec. 5. The call for the convention and the
apportionment of delegates shall be published not
later than April 1.

subject to recall upon initiative petition of 25 or
more branches representation 5 per cent of the
the membership. A recall vote of the membership
may also be initiated by the Central Executive
Committee.

Sec. 3. Each motion and resolution shall be
printed in the official bulletin and remain open
for ninety days from the date of first publication,
and, if it has then received the requisite number
of seconds it shall be abandoned. The vote on
each referendum shall close sixty days after its
submission.

Sec. 4. Referendums shall be submited without
preamble or comment, but the party press shall
be open for discussion of the question involved
during the time the referendum is pending.

XII. International Delegate and Secretary

Sec. 1. Delegates to the International Congress
and alternates and an International Secretary and
alternate shall be elected by the convention.

Schedule

Any branch of the Socialist Labor Party which
endorses the program and constitution of the
Corr iunist Party and aplies for a charter bafore

national Delegates and International Secretary
and all candidates for political office must have
been members of the party for two years at the
time of their election or nomination. Those shall
be eligible to election to party offices or nomi-
nation to public office on June 1, 1920 who join the
Communist Party before Jan 1 1920. All who state
their intention of joining the Communist Party

XL
Sec Sec. 1.

shall be eligible at this conveniton. tee;
. vention.
X. Conventions Sec. 2.

Sec. 1. National Convention shall be held an-

Referendum and Recall

Referendums on the question of
party platform policy or constitution shall be
held upon the petition of 25 or more branches
representing 5 per cent of the membership; (2)
or by initiative of the Central Executive Commit-
(3) or by initiative of the National Con-

All officers of the National OCrgani-
zation or those elected to public office shall be

Jan. 1, 1920 shall be accepted as a branch.

The provigions of Art. 111, Section 4, shall not
be enforced until after Dec. 1, 1919, except as to
the two signatures.

RECOMMENDATION

That this Convention authorize the secretary
immecdiately to issue a Special Organization Stamp
to sell at fifty cents to create a fund for the orga-
nization of the party.

The Trend of Things

WILSON AND SHANTUNG

The argument now going on over the ‘‘Shantung Grab’’ be-
tween the representative of different sections of the capitalist class
is highly amusing.

All of the opposition forces brand it as an aet of brigandage on
the part of Japan to steal this provinee from China. One would
think that there was some particular moral stigma attached to Japan

because of this act, but such is not the case. Japan is just one.

among many. She is no more morally responsible than are her fellow-
brigands who consented to the act. Those who have consented to the
thievery are equally responsible with her. They gave Japan her
share of the spoils and they received theirs. This act of imperial-
istic robbery on the part of Japan is no worse than many other such
cases at the Peace Conference. France and the Saar valley; Eng-
land in Afriea; Italy at Fiume and many more that might be named.

America, like a gdod imperialistic ally, has stuck by her pals
and must see the thing through to a final and proper disposition of
the spoils. To do otherwise would spoil the international unity of
the capitalist class against the workers., America must go through
with her bargain of making the world safe for capitalism. That is,
unless the workers of United States decide otherwise.

PROFESSORS AND THE REVOLUTION

Professor Arthur W. Calhoun seems to have called the
wrath of the powers that be down upon his. pedagoical head. It has
been discovered by the department of justice that the revolutionary
school of thought is not confined to the ‘‘foreign’’ elements. We
wonder who told them. Their stupidity in the discovering line has
become proverbial, and we wonder how they stumbled upon him.
Probably some other slave who wanted his job betrayed him to the
agents of the capitalists.

Professors, as well as everyone else who work for a living, are
foreced to turn their attention to social problems, consequently, if
they are intelligent, they must see the need of revolutionizing
society. If the agents of reaction were intelligent in their work they
might find many more in unexpected places, who accept the Com-
munist position. :

The professional workers, high collared proletarians, have suf-
fered a great reduction in their standard of living in the last few
years amnd they have felt the pinch. Consequently the unrest among

them. Being honest, when they consider their situation they must
admit the necessity of abolishing capitalism.

The only quarrel that we have with the professors is that they
recover with great diffieulty from the miseducation they have re-
ceived in capitalist institutions and generally come into the prole-
tarian movement not to become a part of it but rather to teach the
workers some easy way to emancipate hemselves.

Calhoun sounds like a good old American name and we have
at least one more proof that the unrest of the country is not the
result of moral depravity on the part of some particular section of
the working class.

MORE TROOPS TO EUROPE

On August 25th and 2t6h we were informed that two regiments
of the United States Army were to be sent to Europe to police
Silesia. The League of Nation is at work, The task of foreing its
decisions on- unwilling peoples is begun. The United States is
performing its part nobly in this work. At the peace conference,
Silesia was a difficult piece of booty to dispose of. Rich in coal
mines, it was a prize worth fighting for. Germany wants to return
it and the Allies must take it away from her in order to eripple
her economic system. Poland wants it because it means mueh to her
future imperialistic ambitions. It was finally decided. that a plebis-
cite should determine its possession. A date fifteen days after the
ratification of the treaty by three great powers was set. In the
mean time both, Poland and Germany have been trying to gain a

position in the disputed territory from which they could influence
thg plebiscite. If either could gain actual possession of the territory
they would be in a position to determine the plebiscite or nullify it.
In the meantime, a communistic movément has developed in Silesia
and a revolution is immanent. The Communists are determined that
neither Imperialistic Germany or Imperialistic Poland shall have the
country to exploit. This naturally moves the Band of Nations to the
work for which it was organized; the suppression of Communism
and the making of the world safe for Capitafism.

As an Ameriean contribution towards this work two regiments
are sent from America. In spite of the fact that there are many
American troops in Europe those selected have had no experience
in the world war and will be shipped from, this side. We wonder
if the experience of American troops in the European War has un-
fitted the mfor the work of suppressing the working class in other
countries ?
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The Massacre at Hammond

to the‘fong and ever increasing list
of towns the mention of which con-
jures up in the minds of class conscious
workers the spectacle of brutal massacre.
There on Tuesday, September-9th, the thugs
and gunmen in the employ of the Standard
Steel Company, assigted by the police force
of.the city of Hamitiond, prepared another
page in the blood streaked history of the
American labor movement.
The strike in the Standard Steel works
dates from July 18th, when the workers
who had been recently organized struck for

HAMMOND, Indiana, can,now be added

a raise in wages. One of the firrst acts of

the corporation and the petty authorities of
the city of Hammond was to bring about
a condition which gave them an excuse to
call in the state militia. Goodrich, the gov-
ernor of the state, ordered the militia into
the district where it remained until a week
ago, as it was apparent there was no desire
on the part of the strikers to precipitate
violence Since the withdrawal of the troops
the thugs who are employed by the corpora-
tion have repeatedly attempted to provoke
acts of violence on the part of the strikers,
as tn exuse to prevent them from picket-
ing. The strikers had secured a federal
judicial decision giving them right to picket
and resented any infringment wupon that
right. For many days it had been rumored
around Hammond that blood was to be spil-
led in order to stop the strike. Finally on
Monday the police thugs of the corporation
announced that on Tuesday morning there
would be serious disturbances. The police
foree of Hammond were ordered to be pre-
pared to assist the corporation thugs, a
moving picture machine was placed where
the operator could secure a picture of the
seene and the drama of blood-shed was
produeced as per schedule.

here were about two hundred workmen,
guarded by the police who had been march-
ing into the plant in a body for a number
of days. The strikers would gather within
threc or four blocks of the works endeavor-
ing to influence the scabs. The police deter-
mined to disperse them and on Tuesday
morning deliberately started the massacre.
The strikers had heard reports of the threat
of the police to cause bloodshed, so one of
their number, Thos. Skuba, a returned
soldier, in full uniform and carrying an
American flag, led the strikers. Most of the
men were foreigners who had been em-
ployed at the plant for two or three years.
During the war they, like all the other
slaves, had been surfeited with drivel about
““democracy’’ and ‘‘freedom’’ and were told
that the American flag symbolized these
two abstractions. Hence they considered
themselves perfectly safe in carrying on
their demonstration under the flag

By H. M. WICKS.

As soon as the police arrived upon the
scene they attempted to disperse the men
and used violent tactics in the attempt. A

*uniformed policeman tore the flag from the

hands of the soldier and threw it upon the
ground and then arrested the flag bearer.
This act dissilusioned the strikers and at
that moment they realized the fact that
emblems such as the flag exist as subjects of
patriotic orators, but are really meaningless
when workmen attempt to excreise their
so-called. constitutional ‘‘right’’ under
them. The next act on the part of the police
was to draw their revolvers and aim them
at the strikers. As some of the men in the
front ranks turned to tell the others to
disperse the first volley from the revolvers,
rifles and sawedroff shot-guns was fired
directly into the cerowd, rapidly followed
by other volleys. This continucd for only
the short period of two minutes, but after
the erowd had dispersed the scene resembled
a battlefield. There were twenty two bodies
upon the ground, some writhing in agony,
others had been killed instantly. Many
others, including two women and a number
of children were wounded and the strikers
could be seen dragging wmany of their
wounded from the field of battle. Ambul-
ances soon arrived and it was learned that
three of the vietims had been instantly
killed.  Their bodies were removed to a
morgue and the wounded taken to hospitals,
where one of them died later in the day.
At the morgue it was learned that all the
dead had been shot in the back as they
turned to disperse. That fact alone gives the
lie to the ecapitalist press, which claimed
the strikers had assulted the police. There
was only one policeman injured and his
injury was caused by a fall and not in the
conflict. If the strikers had been armed, as
reported, some of the thugs and the gunmen
would have been killed or at least injured.
The scene in the district following the
massacre was indescribably horrible. At least
fifty men, women and children had received
gun shot wounds and were being cared for
by strikers and their families. Other women
and children who were unable to locate
their husbands and fathers attempted to
approach the bodies upon the field, but were
held back by the police. Dozens of houses
in the district show hundreds of .marks
where bullets and gun shot penetrated.
While the massacre was being perpetrated
the moving pieture operator, who was
stationed on the roof of a nearby hotel
calmly took pictures of the whole affair.
That fact is significant and lends support
to the charge that the slaughter of the

strikers was deliberat}e.ly premediated by
the police thugs.

The corporation owned paper of Ham-
mond and also the daily press of Chicago
declared the strike-breakers were Americans
who had decided to return to work, while
those who remained - out on strike were
foreigners influenced by the radical agita-
tors. While most of the strikers are people
of foreign birth a large number of the
strike breakers are also aliens. If it is true

that the majority of the scabs were Amer-
icans it is certainly a eomment on the intel-
ligence of the ‘free born American working-
man”’, and again justifies the charge that
the American slaves are the most stupid on
earth. As most of the population of Ham-
mond is foreign born it is natural the
majority of the strikers should also be
foreigners. The statement that the scabs are
all Americans is simply cheap propaganda
on the part of the hirelings of the Standard
Steel Car Comrany for the purpose of in-
timidating the strikers. Some of the dollar
patriots are offering their services free to
the Hammond police department and hy
accident a writer for The Communist, while
sitting in the police station trying to get
an interview with some of the participants
int he murders, overheard a telephone con-
versation between the seargeant of police
and one Dave FEmory, who is connected with
the prineipal banking establishment of Ham-
mond. Emory requested to be sworn in as
a special policeman, along with a number
of his friends, so they could help ‘‘clean
out the damned foreigners.”” The patriotic
gag is still being employed by the employ-
ers in the industries of the country, wher-
ever there are any labor disturbances. There
have been threats from the emplovers that
every person who participates in the strike
shall be driven from the distriet.

The strikers at Hamimond have been
taught the same lesson the ruling class of
this country taught the workers in all the
industrial struggles of recent years. That
lesson is that those who are supposed to up-
hold law and order have abolutely no
respect for so-called constitutional rights,
when workingmen attempt to exercize them,
and that the police and the armed foree of
the state are maintained in the interest of
the ruling class and against the workers.

The labor question is not a question of
“‘right”” or ‘“wrong’’ but a question of
power.

The new organization in Hammond has
received its baptism in blood. Let us hope
it emerges from this experience with an
understanding of the true significance of
the strugefe, and the members come ‘to
realize the necessity for militant organiza-
tion of the workers for the purpose of de-
stroying the system that makes possible such
needless slaughter of the workers.

The Communist Party is now a fact.
every conscious worker to rally to its support.
requirement is to build a solid, disciplined, while organ-

ization. Then—the revolutionary struggle. Comrades—act!

It calls upon

Our first
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What

—the War Was :Al;out

—

If anyone in the United States or theHungary after the downfall of the Houseduke Joseph, of the House of Hapsburg,

Allied countries labored under the delu-
sion that the issue involved in the late
war was to “make the world safe for
democracy’’ and annihilate autocracy be-
fore the combination of Allied money
and Roumamian soldiers crushed the
workers’ republic of Hungary, no one but
an idiot could possibly believe it now.

In fact, that spokesman of imperialist
capitalism, Woodrow Wilson, who creat-
ed the slogan, never uses it now, as he
recognizes the fact that it has served
its ‘purpose and should now repose in
peace in the graveyard of capitalist
lies, along with those other car-
dinal lies of capitalism: “liberty, equal-
ity and fraternity.”” A whole historical
cycle separates the “liberty, equality and
fraternity’”’ of the French bourgeois re-
volutionists from the “making the world
safe for democracy’” of capitalist impe-
rialism. There is also a vast difference
between the theoretical spokesmen of the
rising capitalist class and the present day
apologists of imperialism. The French
revolutionists devoutely believed the ad-
vent of their system of government would
establish harmonious relations among all
the people of the earth, but the slogan
of the latter stage of capitalism was used
by spokesmen of the ruling class who
were well aware of the fact that it was
a lie. That slogan was twisted to serve
every sordid purpose of capitalism during
the war. Every despotic act of the United
States government was cloaked with that
phrase, and those who had the courage
to protest were brazenly informed that
the curtailment of liberties within the
confines of this nation was necessary for
a short time only in order that we might
more easily crush Kaiserism; those re-
bels who declared that Kaiserism was be-
ing introduced into the United States in
a more vicious form than it ever existed
in Germany were denounced as enemies
of democracy and sent to prison for long
terms.

While the ruling class of this nation
was successfully waging an imperialistic
war for the extension of its sphere of in-
fluence is foreign nations and while it was
more firmly forging the fetters that bind
the American workers to wage-slavery,
the subtle phrase-mongers coined another
slogan especially for the slaves; that
slogan was “Freedom for All, Forever.”
If the slave would not get enthusiastic
over the words ‘““make the world safe for
democracy” he would certainly fall for

the proposition of “Freedom for All, For-

ever.” So mouthing the silly slogans coin-
ed by the hirelings of the master class the
American slave patiently endured every
inroad made upon his alleged liberties,
until what little freedom of thought,
speech or action he once enjoyed was
taken from him. If the United States
government really desired freedom of
peoples, democracy, self-determination
of nations, etc., its armies would not now
be in Russia and American bankers would
not be financing counter-revolutionary
movements such as the Kolchak move-
ment against Soviet Russia, and the Rou-
manian movement against Hungary.

In Russia the workers have controlled
their own government since Nov. 7, 1917,
and last March the Karolyi bourgeois
government which came into power in

of Hapsburg resigned in favor of the
workers. Karolyi, by no means in sym-
pathy with the revolutionary proletariat,
was compelled to admit the workers were
the only ones who could rule Hungary.
Although belonging to the ruling class
Karolyi had sufficient intelligence to re-
cognize the fact that only the proletariat
of the world is capable of ruling at this
stage of industrial development. The
workers government responded to the
opportunity and immediately proceeded
to the organization of a soviet govern-
ment. For the first time in history the
workers of Hungary conducted the af-
fairs of the nation for themselves. Every
worker had a personal interest in the go-
vernment and in the industrial and agri-
cultural life of the nation. The capital-
ist class was being rapidly dispossessed
and industry was being reorganized upon
an efficient basis, closely patterned after
the Russian soviet system.

The fact that Hungarian workers had

‘taken the same course as the Russian

workers was sufficient incentive for the
heroic Allied governments to immedi-
ately conspire against the self-determi-
nation and the liberty of the workers of
Hungary, as they conspired against the
liberties of the workers of Russia. But
Hungary was not so fortunately situated
as is Russia, so after a five months’ strug-
gle against the intrigues and armed in-
vasion of the Allies, Soviet Hungary suc-
cumbed. Today the workers’ republic
of Hungary lies bleeding at the feet of
the Allied imperialists, and while the
gravest charges the Allies could ever
bring againsi the Hungarian Soviet go-
vernment was the execution of a few
traitors and counter-revolutionists who
had conspired against the republic and
against the lives of individuals prominent
in that government, the same element of
the Allies that protested against what
they were pleased to call the savagery
of the Soviets is slaughtering hundreds
of people daily. After destroying the
workers’ government, the Roumanian
army, supplied with gold and arms and
ammunition by the Allies proceeds to
execute everyone, man woman or child,
who is suspected of sympathizing with
the revolutionary workers. The atrocities
being perpetrated against the defeated

. workers in Hungary again proves that

the ruling class sinks into unrestrained
savagery when it gains the upper hand
in a movement against the workers. The
history of the Paris Commune, and of
the White Guard crimes in Finland is be-
ing repeated in Hungary at this moment.

After crushing the workers’ republic
in Hungary beneath the iron heel of Al-
lied militarism, these butchers set Arch-
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on the throne. Had there been within the
confines of the United States, one short
year ago, a person who would have dar-
ed insinuate that today the Allies would
be assisting the House of Hapsburg rule
Austria he would have been sentenced
to at least a hundred years in jail for vio-
lation of the espionage act. The entire
history of the house of Hapsburg is a
history of infamy, and of oppression and
degradation of the unfortunate subjects
of that House. The House of Hapsburgs'
has ruled continuously in some part of
Europe since the year 1273. Time and
again the male line has become extinct
because of the degenerate lives of these
rulers. The lineage would be saved by
a daughter marrying into another family,
thus infusing new blood into the off-
spring. The degeneracy and infirmities
of Francis Joseph II, who ruled Austria-
Hungary at the time the world war broke
out was well known. The origin of the
Hapsburg family certainly had nothing
to do with its subsequent activities, but
it may be of interest to note that it de-
rived its name from the Castle of Haps-
burg, or Habichtsburg, (hawks’ castle)
on the banks of the Aar, in the Swiss
Canton of Aargon, said to have been built
about the year 1027.

It is thus that the Allies make the world
safe for democracy, by destroying the
workers republie of Hungary and plac-
ing upon the imperial throne a Haps-
burg; a scion of that foul, leprous, blood-
streaked, embodiment of nameless disea-
ses, the House Hapsburg, to rule the
people.

Ammunition made by American work-
ers was used against the workers repub-
lic and if the ruling class of this country
had deemed it necessary American work-
ers, would have been ordered to assist in
the assassination of the hopes of the
Hungarian people, even as American
workers are doing in Russia at this hour.

So, at last, it becomes plain to all what
we fought for. The slogan “freedom for
all, forever” meant nothing but freedom
of American and Allied imperialists to
exploit the world. In order to do this
successfully they form alliances with the
imperial house they formerly denounced
as enemn. -es of civilization. At that time
we Communists pointed out to the best of
our ability that there is absolutely no dif-
ference between the monarchy of Kaiser
Bill and the democracy of Woodrow Wil-

-son as long as capitalism continues.

We declared then and we declare to-
day that the quarrel between two dif-
ferent groups of the ruling classes of the
world is of no concern to the worker, and
that the only fight worth the shedding
of a single drop.of working class blood
is the struggle of the workers of the
world against the capitalist class of the
world. .

The Allies may a'gat over their ill-
gotten victory, but out cf the ruins and
sweep the house hatched in a buzzard’s

' up from the ashes of the workers repub-

lic will arise ariother revolution that will
nest from power and in unison with the
class conscious proletariat and under the
banner of the Third Interhational join
again the ranks of the world revolution
in order that throughout the world capi-
talism may be annikilated.



