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National Convention — Socialist Party
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May 10th to 17th, 1908

The National Convention was called to ‘order at 12:30 noon, May 10th. Number of delegates or altcrnatw in attendance, 215, out of a possible

218 provided for in the apportionment.

Telegrams of greetings and oongratu}atlons were received from all parts of the nation and a number of foreign countries.
Protests were filed against seating the Nebraska and Washington delegations.
Resolutions, on Labor Unions, against the illegal persecution of the Western Federation of Miners and against stimulated immigration were adopted

For President

EUGENE V. DEBS

of Terre Haute, Ind.

_Platform, General Demands—adopted.

.9:00 p. m. After one roll call for each position, Eugene V.

A committee to study the question of Asiatic

|

SRS

exclusion was elected; also a permanent Woman's
Committee.

The questions of Industrial Unionism, unity of
the Socialist forces, and the f,arrncrs posxtxons were
considered.

Platform, divided under three heads—Principles,

Constitution was revised. Proposed ammendments:
Three years' membership to qualify for National Party official
position. To elect National Executive Committee and National
Secretary by the National Committee instead of by referen-
dum. Basis of representation in National Conventions, one
delegate for four hundred members. Term of office two
years. The National Committee may revoke charter of a
State showing less than 150 members during any period of
six months. Platform and Constitution to be submitted to a
National Party membership referendum.

Party Congress to be held ineven numbcrcd years, other
than Presidential campaign years. Organizers to be sent to
Southern States. Weak States to be supplied with State
Secretary-Organizers. Woman's Sufferage to be made a
feature of the campaign.

In anight session, sur-charged with enthusiam,beginning
at 7:30 p. m., Thursday, May 14th, the nomination of candi-
dates for President and Vice-President became the order at

Debs, of Terre Haute, Indiana, was chosen as the Nominee
for President, and Ben. Hanford, of Brooklyn, New York, for
Vice-President. The last vote was announced at 2:15 a. m.
After-the vote, in the spirit of fraternal good will, in a scene
never to be forgotten, the nominations were made unanimous.
After eight days, with two night sessions, of careful and
conscientious work, the Convention adjourned May 17th, at
6:00 p. m., with three rousing cheers for International
Socialism, and three more cheers for the party candidates.

The certified delegates were seated. 1
For Vice-President

|

"BEN. HANFORD

of Brooklyn, N. Y. ' q
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CORRESPONDENCE NATIONAL |
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DURING MAY.

National Headquarters,
Socialist Party,
180 E. Washington St
Chicago, Ill., May 1, 1908.
To the National Executive Committee,
r Comrades;—I herewith report
the consideration Ehltn to the subjects
submitted under date of April 23rd.
18t—The nomination of two audi-

tors.:

2nd—Shall a National Executive
Cc:‘mmittec meeting be held May the
Tth.

8rd—Shall a National Executive
Committee meeting be held the day
following ‘- the adjournment of the
National Convention, -

e following were nominated for
auditors: B. Berlyn, Winfield R.
Gaylord, A. M. Simons and Jas. S.
Smith. Comrades Simons and Smith
having declined, leaving but the re-!
quired two nominees, no ballot is
therefore necessary, comrades Berlyn
and Gaylord are declared elected, and
have been notified to appear at the
National Headquarters Wednesday,
Mg the 6th. |

Upon the second proposition Com-
rades Berger, Floaten, Hillquit and
Thompson wvoted in the negative,
Comrades Simons in the affirmative.
There will, thercfore, be no meeting
of the National Executive Committee
on May the 7th.

Upon the third proposition Com-
rades Berger, Floaten, Thompson and
Simons voted in the affirmative. A
meceting of the National Exccutive
Committee will, thercfbre, be held the
day following t%e adjournment of the
National Conventioh.
LETTER OF COMRADE

QUIT, APRIL 27TH.

“I hereby nominate Comrades Ber-
lyn and Smith as auditors to go over
your books, and if they accept, I will
ask you to ¥ecord me as voting for
them without further formality.

“I must confess I do not see why
‘the National Executive Committee
should meet three full days ahead
of the convention. I do not suppose
that we will- have more business than
what could be conveniently disposed
of in a day. The convention might
last a week, as it is, and to-add three
days more to it, scems to me¢ an un-
necessary hardship for the non-resi-
dent members of the Committee. I
would suggest that the meeting of the
National Committee be called for the
morning of May 9th “instead of May
7th.

HILL-

T i

By general consent the meeting of
State Secretaries then in session was
taken into conference. :

A. M. Simons elected as Chairman.
Franklin H. Slick elected secretary.

National Secretary ' Barnes read
National Committee Motion No. 9,
ahd letter based thereon written to
State Secrdtaries dated Feb. 26th.

MOTION NO. 9.
“That the National Secretary shall
be igstructed to issue subscription
lists io the locals for the purpose of
raising money to conduct the presi-
dential campaign. One-half of the
money collectéd on these lists shall
be retained by the local, 30 per cent of
it shall be sent to the State Organiza-
tion, and 20 per cent of it shall be sent
to the National Secretary.”

The Secretary also reported that 26
State Sccretaries had replied. Two
stating it would interfere with plans;
24 stating that it would not. « Upon
the direct questions the following re-
plies were reccived: Favoring sub-
scription lists 15, opposed 1, favoring
stub receipts 10, opposed 4, favoring
coupon books, 4, opposed 12,

Moved by Work that the plan of
subscription be adopted. Floaten of
Colorado, speaking against. O'Neill
of Wyoming, speaking against, Free-
man of Alabama, speaking for, Streine

of Kentucky, against,  Tuck of Cali-
fornia, favoring the coupon system. |
Motion adopted. Floaten of Colo-
rado, voting no. s {
PLANS FOR SPEAKERS AND|
LITERATURE.
The National Secretary read the
following National Executive -Com-
mittee’ Motion, adopted in December

session:
MOTION.
“That applications be solicited from

leach local of the Party for dates at
regular intervals of one, two or four

weeks. That a transcript of applica-
tions received shall be supplied the
State Secretaries, the same to be a
basis upon which the National and
State Organizations may co-operate
for orgamization and campaign pur-
poses.”
and a letter to State Secretaries based
on same, dated April 2; also letter to
locals dated April 15th; and reported
that 10 State Secretaries had endorsed
the plan; 2 opposing. About 150 ap-
plications from locals are on file.
Bell of Texas raised the point that

by themselves, h
Moved by Berger that the Executive

Committee adjourn to meet at 2

o'clock. Motion adopted. .

“Fraternally submitted, AFTERNOON SESSION, MAY 18,
“]. MAHLON BARNES, ‘ 1908. ®
“National "Secretary.” National Secretary Barnes called

MINUTES OF NATIONAL EX-
ECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEET-
ING SESSIONS MAY 11 AND 18,
1908,

Chicago, May 11, 1908.
The National Executive Committee
met in special session, pursuant to in-
structions of the “National Conven-
tion, at 180 Washington St., Chicago,

Ik, May 11, 1908, at 8:43 p. m.

The following members were pres-
ent: A. M. Simons, Victor L. Berger,

the meeting to order at 2 p. m. Com-
rade Simons clected «chairman.
Berger, Flgaten, Simons,
Thompson and Work present.
MOTION BY BERGER—“That
amendments adopted by the Conven:
tion shall be submitted, together with
the corresponding sections of the old
Constitution. The amendments to be
printed in italics.” Adopted.
MOTION BY FLOATEN—“That
the Nationual Secretary see to the
printing of the Platform, Constitution

Stokes,

Morris Hillquit, J. G. Phelps Stokes,
Carl D. Thompson, and }ohn M.
Work. There was no opportunity to!
notify A. H. Floaten who was not in
the city. i

Meeting called to order by Victor!
L. Berger. J. G. Phelps Stokes was
sclected as chairman and John M.
Work as secretary. ;

Moved that we hear a statement
from the provisional organization con-
testing the scating of the Washington
delegates, and then hear a statement
from the other side. Carried.

A. Hutcheson of Seattle, Washing-
ton, then made a statement in behalf
of the provisional organization, after
which Alfred Wagenknecht, State
Secretary Kruegar, and Emil Herman,
made statements in behalf of the or-

anization now recognized as  the
gocialin Party of Washington.

and the report of the Secrctarﬁ' to the
International Socialist ureaun.”
Adopted.

MOTION BY FLOATEN—“That
the Secretary be instructed to address
the locals in accord with the action

the necessity of nominating candidates
as early as possible.”” Adapted..
MOTION

ceived and filed.”

Adopted.
National

Secretary Barnes

nees.

the candidates be .invited to confer
with a sub Committee of this Commit-
tee within two weeks. Sub Commit-
tee, Berger, Thompson, Simons, and
any other member of the Committee

The matter was discussed and both
sides interrogated about the matter.
It was then moved: That we reject !
the protest. against the seating of the
Washington delegates and the peti-
tion for a referendum in the State of

- Washington, on the ground, first, that { May 18th, 1
since the enactment of “the Amend-

ment to the National Constitution in
November, 1907, no controversy has
arisen in the State of Washington;
second, that the State Organization of

the Socialist Party in  Washington, |

against which the protest is made is
the duly regularly constituted Com-
mittee of the Party i Washington;
and that we recommend that the Na-
tional Organization offer its  good
 services to the State Committee of
Washington in an  effort to

sides. Carried.
The Committee then adjourned.
JOHN M. WOREK,
e Seretary. |
National Headquarters,
Socialist Party.
Chicago, 11, May 18, 1908.
National  Exccutive  Committee
called to order by National Secretary
Barnes at 10 a. m., the followi
members being present: Berger, Floa-

bring!umlcd by Comrade Branstetter: That
about unity between the contending |an appeal for funds be made through

-i publications.

that can be present.” Adopted.
REPORT OF THE ‘WOMAN'S
! COMMITTEE.
The Committee on Women met in
the Office of “The Daily Socialist” |

Comrades Simons, Konikow, Prevy !
‘and Branstetter present.
. Mrs.  Simons clected permanent
chairman of Committee by unanimous
consent, -
Comrade Prevy elected Treasurer
!by unanimons consent. - -
Comrade Branstetter elected Cor-
responding  Secretary by unanimous

consent.
MOTION NO. 1.
“Moved by Comrade Konikow, sec-

the

State Secretaries might better confer

of the Convention and urge upon them

BY BERGER-—“That
the Finnish Translator’s report be re-

sug-
rested that some provisions be made
or carly control of the Party nomi-

MOTION BY FLOATEN—“That

MOTION NO. 3.

“Made b
by Comrade Konikow; that leaflefs on
‘Work done in foreign countries for
suffrage.” 2. ‘How the suffrage and

Socialism will effect working women -

3. ‘General appeal to women,” be pub-

lished. These leaflets to be edited by

Comrade Simons.” Carried.
MOTION NO. 4.

“Made by Comrade Konikow, sec-
onded by Comrade Prevy; that Miss
Anna Maley be recommended by this
Committee to act as National Organ-
izer, subject to suggestions made by
this Committee.” Carried.

MOTION NO. 5.

“Made by Comrade Branstetter,
seconded by Comrade Prevy, that we
suggest that our organizer go im-
mediately into thosec .states where wo-
men have the ballot, and remain there
until the close of the presidential cam-
paign.” Carried.

MOTION NO. 6.

“*Made by Comrade Prevy, seconded
by Comrade Branstetter, that Com-
rade Livingston of Chicago and Com-
rade Konikow of New York, be in-
structed to investigate the conditions
of present Socialist Sunday Schools
and to suggest plan for their extension
and improvement.” Carried.

Moved that we adjourn. Carried.

MAY WOOD SIMONS,
Chairman.
WINNIE E. BRANSTETTER,
; Secretary.
MOTION BY FLOATEN—“That

the Womens’ Committee be requested |
to provide a brief appeal and it will be

given space in the Party Bulletin”
Adopted. g

MOTION BY BERGER—"“That we
endorse the recommendations of ‘the
Committee regarding the gathering of |
data, .the publication of leaflets, pro-|
vided that the literature is first sub-|
mitted to the National Executive
Committee for approval.” Adopted.

MOTION BY THOMPSON—
“That the recommendation of the
Womens' €ommittee, regarding the
appointment of Anna Maley, as an or-
ganizer be approved.” Adopted.

« A letter from Comrade Moore of
Philadelphia, dealing with subscrip-
tioh lists, received.

Letter from T. E. Carskadon, Ur-
bano, Ohio, on campaign medals and
insurance features, received and filed.

Letter from Ernest Stephens of
Spokane. Wash., asking for a ruling
on Section 9 of Article 12. Letter

cision of National Executive Com-
mittee session May 11th and later ap-
proved by the action of the National
Convention.

Letter from Omaha asking for an|
additional charter. |

MOTION BY FLOATEN-—“That|
we do not grant another charter to|
Omaha.” Adopted. f

MOTION BY BERGER—"That
we recognize Comrade G. C. Porter
as official representative of the party
for electorical purposes in Nebraska.”
Adopted.

Letter from Local Erie suggesting
change in candidates resignation
blanks received and placed on file.

Resolution from State)Committee of
Florida, asking for remittance of a
certain amount of dues and free litera-
ture for a given period, laid over, to
be considered with question of or-
ganization.

Letter from T. J. O’'Hara of New
Orleans. ‘on giving organizers dues
paid by new members, received and
placed on file. . 4

Letter from Kentucky State Com-

for future consideration.
~ The need of a safe for the office
was suggested by the National Secre-
tary and a suitable one was available
for $100.00. Motion that it be secured
adopted. ¢

Letter from Henry John Nelson,
Esq., of Philadelphia, Pa, upon the

jadvisability of carrying the Philadel-

phia free speech | t to the higher
courts, received and filed with thanks
to the sender for the information and
suggestion it contained.

MOTION BY WORK—“That No.
1 of the rules of order of the Natiomal
Executive Committee be stricken out

?nd the following substituted there-
or: 3

“The members of "the National Ex- !B

ecutive Committee in attendance at
any regularly called or adjourned
meéeting, or voting upon any corre-
spondence proposition, shall be a
quorum.” Defeated.

COMMENT ON MOTION BY
WORK.

Work. voting yes,
vote as  follows: *“Many important
questions have failed of action for
lack of a quorum voting. T am not in
favor of permitting those who neglect

Party Bulletin and other Socialist
Such funds to be used|
in the publication of leaflets for wo- |
men” Carried, i
MOTION NO. =

“Moved by Comrade Simons, sec-|
onded by Comrade Branstetter, that|
Comrade Konikow be appointed to re- |
port work accomplished in Foreign
Countries by the Socialist Party, for
suffrage: also those methods used in
efforts to réach women iwith our

ten, Stokes, Simons, Thompson and

propaganda.” Carried. i

.

e S

their duty to prevent the remainder of
the Committee from transacting busi-
ness. This has no application to Com-
rade Stokes, who was not in America

[and,did not know of his election as a !

member of the Committee until a few
days ago”
COMMENT ON MOTION BY
STOKES. . :

It is conceivable that new matters
might arise for adjustment by the
Committee, in regard to which decided
differences of opinion might exist

Comrade Prevy, seconded

filed, as the subject is covered by de-|.

mittee for special attention referred|”

explained his |

among the members of the Committee.
Under the proposed motion, if adop-
ted, one member entertaining an opin-
ion radically different from the opinion
of the other members might by his
solitary vote commit the National Of-
fice to what the majority of the Com-
mittee would regard as a serious
blunder.

Comrade G. C. Porter of Omaha,
Neb:, was granted the floor to ex-
plain the legal position and the gene-
ral condition of the Party Organiza-
tion in that state. ' :

MOTION . BY ' BERGER—Sup-
parted by Thompson, “That we ap-
point Comrade Porter organizer for
Nebraska for two months.” Adopted.

Simons not voting.

The question of organizers and
speakers was generally discussed.

MOTION BY BERGER—'‘That
State Committees in organized states
under any plan, can have full control
of the National Speakers while in their
state, if they so desire.” Adopted.

MOTION BY THOMPSON—
“That the National Office agree to pay
not more than $25.00 per month of the
{salary of Comrade W. H. McFall of
New Hampshire for the next five
imonths. The state to supply the re-
Imnindcr to maintain him in the field
as an organizer.” Adopted.
| MOTION BY BERGER—"That
|the National Executive Committee at
{the call of the secretary, meet once a
{month from now until election.”
| Adopted.-
| AUDITOR’'S REPORT.

To the Executive Committee of the

Socialist Party of the United States.
Dear Comrades:

We have examined the records of
the National Secretary-Treasurer from
February 1st, 1907, to April 30th, 1908,
a period of 15 months, and respectfully
submit the following report.

We checked the receipt stubs and
the vouchers for expenditures into the
cash book and footed the same, and
the following is a condensed account
of the receipts and expenditures for
the pefiod covered by our examina-

tion. .
Feb. 1, 1907, cash
on hand . .ol $§ 13831
Recelipts from all
NOURCEN -5 33 a iy 43,853.64
— $43,991.95
Disbursements for
all purposes .... 37,014.55
Cash in bank..... 6,637.66
Cash on hand .... 154.61
Checks, money or-
ders, ete., on hand 351.85
44,068.67
Cash over ...... 66 72

It appears from a verbal statement
by your Secretary-Treasurer that ap-
proximately this, amount is due Mrs.
LLena Morrow Lewis, but the details
of the transaction are not sufficiently
clear to fix the exact amount.

We have verified the amount in
Bank by a personal visit to the West-
ern Trust & Savings Bank, but find
that it is deposited to the credit of J.
Mahlon Barnes and not to the credit
of your body. This is open to criti-
cism. The funds of the organization
should be kept in the name of the or-
ganization and an amendment to the
Constitution should provide for an
election of trustees to hold title to
the money and property of the organi-
zation.

\\-‘hi}l_e the accounts are at present
kept with commendable neatness and
accuracy, changes in the office force
may occur, and this miay not be the
fact in the fature, and we, therefore,
recommend a system of duplicate car-
bon copy receipts as the ‘bast method
of preventing errors whether inten-
tional or otherwise,

We also submit a detailed statement
of the amounts and the sources of in-
come and avenues of expenditures,
and’ while the disbursements are not
classified as completely as we would
wish it, was as much as we could ac-
complish in the time at our disposal.

In this connection we advise a
quarterly, or at most a half yearly
audit. Respectfully submitted,’

WINFIELD R. GAYLORD,
E. M. WINSTON.

R. H. HOWE,

: Auditing Committee.

Chicago, I11.,. May 11, 1908.
February 1, 1908, cash on hand.$

138.31
RECEIPTS. . }

Owing to the illness of Comrade
Barney Berlyn, the undersigned took
charge of the audit, securing the aid
of Comrades Winston and Howe, who
have served efficiently and faithfully.

WINFIELD R. GAYLORD,
Auditor.
STATEMENT BY NATIONAL
SECRETARY.

The recommendation in the above
report that the funds be deposited in
the name of the secretary with the
title of the office attached is timely
and has already been complied with.
This course naturally suggested itself
in view of the large amount of funds
on hand within the last few weeks as
a result of the returns upon the special
assessments. Ordinarily and for years
the monthly bank balance averaged
about one hundred dollars.

As to the verbal statement men-
tioned in the report, I had no knowl-
edge that it would be included, and it
should be here stated that the $66.72,
which appears in bank in excess of
the total funds of the organization
is explained by the fact that upon a
number of occasions organizers, dele-
gates and other comrades have re-
quested me to hold cash for them for
safe keeping and I have invariably
complied and deposited same in bank.

The convention has taken such ac-
tion as provides for the election of
trustees as recommended. .

As stated in the note of Comrade
Gaylord, he secured the services of
his assistants, one of whom, Comrade
R. H. Howe, is an expert accountant,
and he wrote the report. The report
in my judgment should have contained
in non-professional and plain language

lows:

That not a single error was found
in the entire audit,

That vouchers are on hand for every
item of expense,

That a daily balance record is kept
showing daily receipts, daily expenses,
checks, money orders, cash and petty
cash in hand, daily bank balance and
daily balance of total funds,

Such a statement can be understood
y every member. It conveys infor-
mation desired and also states: the
facts.

I also request that the report of the
convention auditing committee be in-
corporated as part of the records of

the report:of your auditors.
Fraternally submitted,
Signed, J. MAHLON BARNES,

: National Secretary.
MOTION BY STOKES. That the
report of the auditing committee with
comment of National Secretary Barnes
and the Convention Auditor’s report
be received and filed. Adopted.
REPORT OF THE CONVENTION

AUDITING COMMITTEE,
. Your committee begs to report that
it finds the cash on hand in' the
National Secretary’s office as follows-
Balance cash in bank........ $6,758.33
418.65
424.48

$7.601.46
We find that accounts have been
audited by the Auditing Committee of
the National Executive Committee up
to May 8th, inst., and we concur in

National dues ....$24,318.75
Sappltes .... ..., 1.739.64
Literature ........ 1.634.00
AT e 5 696.49
Special contribu-
|2 Lo e SR 40.50

Western Federation

T e TAR8.67 i
Agitation ......... 1.571.45 A i
Russian 8 D. L.

FOERY - vy b s 596.89
Chicago Daily So-

[ R ARy 305.50
|National campaign

RN L s i 5.00

Convention assess-

e Bt R 5.228.85

7 R RGN 1R0.00
One day wage fund. 29.84
Miscellaneous ...... 1906 .

. $43,853.64
o ) R M $43,991.95
Cash over as per
bank reconcile-
o R R R 66.72 1
$44,058.67 !
DISBURSEMENTS. |

General expense...$ 109.55 S §
Express and freight 322.52
PORLARY ioo siinan . 59
Telegraph and tele- "

one R 4.85 3

the report of that Committee.
Your Committee has audited the

{books and accounts inst
% ’&"M“ B o i s and ts to May 12th, inst.,

which include_s the amounts which
have been paid to the delegates for

(mileage to the National Convention

up to that date.

Your Committee recommends that
the amount charged against Okla-
homa, amounting te $158.50, as per the
National  Secretary’s report, be
charged off. It appears that the state
never received the  stamps for this
amount, and that it was lost or mis-
appropriated by the State Secretary
acting at that time, and was never re-
ceived at the National Office, nor were
stamps issued therefor. The Party,
botH State and National, lost the
money. one furnishing nothing and
the other receiving nothing.

In reference to
amounts a

aring on the National
Secretary’s

eport, due the National

|Office for dues stamps, which, includ-
_ling the Oklahoma claim as above,

Literature ........ 740.50
Office equipment .. 806.30
Orga: tion and
o . 632949
BUNns Lo i 722.82
International con- i
yentlon: L . ciin 692.38
Western Federation
of Miners ....~.. T7,488.67
Russian 8. D. L. P. 596.89
Electric light ..... 153.97
Exchange ......... 44.29
Constitutional con-
vention ......... 72.66
Executive Commit-
tee meetings .... 556.60
R 1,410.00
Chicago Dally So-
elalint 00 L 1,014.27 :
Miscellaneous 1,033.50 $37,014.556
Cash on hand ..... 154.61
Checks, etc., on
10 Tl MR T 3561.85
Cash in bank ..... 6,719.12
Checks afloat—
No. 1710 ..$30.00
No. 1730. . 1.50
No. 1740 .. .30.00
No. 1741 .. 25.00
No. 1742 .. 30.00
No. 1743 .. 30.00
No. 1744 25.00
No. 17456 . 9.96
——— 181.46
6,637.66
$44,058.67 .

some affirmative statements as fol- .

your committee in connection with

T e T T

the additional



. of this cannot occur. &

amount to $604.96, ave recommend that
the National Executive Committee
cancel such accounts as in their t:gm—
ion are warranted, or which in their
judgment are uncollectable, and
charge same to Profit and Loss ac-
count. As all purchases of dues
stamps are now for cash, a repetition

We are pleased to note that the
National Secretary, in concurrence
with the suggestion of the Auditing
Committee of the National Executive
Committee, now deposits the funds in
the bank in the name of the office In-
stead of in the name of the individual
secretary as heretofore, and we have
verified this by inquiry at the
ern Trust and Savings Bank. :

In conclusion your Committee
wishes to congratulate the National
Secretary and his assistants 2n the
accuracy, neatness and completeness
of their accounts and books.

(Sicnei) e

MARK PEISER, 2
DANIEL KISSAM YOUNG.
WM. L. GARVER,
W. W. BUCHANAN,
GEO. E. BOOMER, ;

: Auditing Committee.

Comrade Krueger,” State Secretary
of Washington, was granted the floor
on the question of the national organ-
ization extending its good offices to

' the Washington comrades, in order te

assist in unifying the movement 1in
that state. Comrade Krueger ex-
pressed himself as to the character
and ability of National organizers who
might be sent to Washington and
made: the claim that the State Com-
mittee should in all cases decide as to
their desirability. This position was
not questioned, having been conceded
by a previous motion. g

STATE SECRETARIES’ CONFER-

ENCE REPORT.

Be it Resolved, by the Conference
of State Secretaries and Organizers,
convened May 18, 1908, Chicago, IlI,
that we request of the party press that
they give special space in their col-
umns to secretaries and organizers for
‘the discussion of methods of organ-

jzation; and that they also give spe-

_cial space to articles by capable ‘and

experienced secretaries and crganizers
bearing on the manner of conducting
successful meetings of locals and
branches, concerning securing and
maintaining a strong membershjp.
courses of study, starting and main-
taining libraries, securing government
reparts, etc., containing valuable in-
formation how to co-operate with
trade and labor organizations and how
to .carry on effective public meetings;

Be it further Resolved, That the
state secretaries and organizers’ con-
ference request .the National Execu-
tive Committec that they arrange for
conferences of the organizers for the
purpose of comparing notes on meth-
ods of touring, speaking and organiz-
ing; also that the Executive Commit-
tee, as soon as possible, publish leaf-
lets on what a Socialist local should
do when organized.

(Signed) - i

S. M. REYNOLDS, Chairman.
W. R. GAYLORD, Secretary.

By motion the first clause  of the
second paragraph was laid over for
future consideration, The second
clause was adopted.

Attention was called to the recom-
mendation contained in the report of
the Convention Auditing ‘Committee
relating to the cancellation of ac-
counts for dues stamps, which in-
debtedness was incurred prior to the
establishment of the cash basis which
was adopted February 1,°1904.

Motion by Thompson: That the

* following amounts owed by the State

Committees for dues stamps be can
ctled and charged to profit and loss:
Alabama, $15.50; California, $57.35;
Colorado, $50.15; Florida, $19,95; Illi-
nois, $150.00; Kentucky, $2.55; Louisi-
ana, $5.40; Massachusetts,. $31.25; Ne-
braska, $26.25; North Dakota, $1.25;
Oklahoma, $158.50; Rhode Island,
$10.00. ¢
Adopted.
Motion by Berger to adjourn,
Adopted. Adjourned §:15 E m,
FRANKLIN H. SLICK,
Secretary.

NATIONAL NOTES

Charters have been ﬁranted by the
National Office to locals in unorgan-
ized states as follows: East Las Ve-
xas, N. M., 10 members; Mayhill, 13
members; Roswell, 10 members; Lex-
ington, Miss,, 7 members; Carson City,
Nev., 6 members. ;

Says the Mediord (Wis.) Demo-
crat: “The vote of the Social Demo-
crats in Milwaukee in the last election
was a revelation to many. The party
is a growing power in politics in this
country, and while it may be many
years before it gains control, still it
1s making the old party leaders sit up
and take notice.”

In the recent municipal election in
Harvey, IlIL, Comrade J. Coale was
tlected police magistrate, and Com-
rade Martin alderman in the Fifth
Ward. The result of this election was
a complete surprise to the old party
politicians, and the local comrades are
correspondingly enthusiastic as a re-
sult of the victory.

Comrade John M. Work .desires. it
be stated that several official com-
munications from the National office
missed him en route, or were delayed,
and for this reason he is recorded as
not voting on several motions.

The ptopmed'ﬁtﬁml!’i tefu-
submitted by Local o

Pa
% L. s ot o the Wesk:
¥ of March 21, relating to

West- |/

| from 12,610 to 16,506. -

unity of the Socialist forces, has been
seconded by the following locals:
Augusta, Ga.; Piqua, Ohio, and Grand
Rapids, Mich.

.

Laura B. Payne, National Commit-
tee member of Texas, reports that she
failed to vote on Motions 17, 18 and
19, on account of missing the official
communications relating to the same.

Charters have been nted by the
National office to locals in unorgan-
ized states as follows:
Miss,, 8 members; Hickery,

NG %

Terre Haute a member of the Na-
tional Committee.

Contrary to the reports sent to the
rest of the aorld by the capitalistic
press agencies, the municipal elections
in France have resulted in a satisfac-
tory increase in the Socialist vote. In
Paris, for instance, the vote increased
from 95,164 in 1904 to 105,461 in 1908,
on the first ballot. :

In the northern part of France the
increase in the Socialist vote was note-
worthy. In Lille the vote increased

The returns from some other'towns
are as follows: Roubaix, 9,997 to 11,-

census of opinion provides for the
starting out of the candidates about
August 30, and their continuous serv-
ice afield until election day. As equit-
ably as may be the dates assigned will
be divided among the several states,

of the S
one additional n‘,:l‘{ileglte for every 100

The State Convo:nﬁon f Wi i
will be held in Mllwaukc:e S;stm

June 13. The basis of representation

will be one delegate for every branch
Social-Democratic Pa’:'ty, and

Social Democrdtic votes (or major
fraction thercof) cast in the respective
county of the branch; in counties con-
taining more than one branch these
delegates to be divided according to

branches, wards and townships.

Vicksburg, co:l.)xéncnons‘ FOR NATIONAL

LEGATE MILEAGE TO

members; Alberene, Va,, 14 members. END OF MAY.
; ; Local O’Fallon, Ills....1..... ..$ 2.00
Comrade  John Kerrigan, Dallas,| “ Continental, Ohio ....... 1.25
Texas, is working upon a form of a| “  Brockton, Mass. ......... 5.00
monthly financial statement, with a| *“  Vicksburg, Mich...... LAt
view to devising one that may be used! “  Carbon Co., Pa....... vee 450
by the several party divisions. He| *“ Tonopah, Nev........... 175
njakes the request that State Secre-| *  Gillett, Ark.......... SLLiniee
taries send him a sample of one of! * . Sunnyside, Wash. ....... 500
their financial statements. # o Dannlle TN L .. 2,00
: Moo Marselles, TV oL e 1,25
According to the Wisconsin law, the Winnfield, La............ :
Milwaukee Social-Democratic Parfy| *“ Beaumont, Tex........
has filed a sworn account of theiri “ Columbus, Ohio
campaign expenses. The total expense| “  Augusta, Ga. ...
of their spring campaign was $5,371. Gravsos, T ... ... 0 j
Of this $1,110 was for newspaper ad-| *“  Hastings, Neb. ........ .. 2,60
vertising, Socialist matter having been| “  Chattanooga, Tenn. ..... 1.75
inserted as advertiSements in the cap-| %  Alameda, Cal. .......... 3.00
italist papers; $2,491 was for printing| “ Monessen, Pa, .......... 20.00
and literature, $893 for speakers, $191| <«  Little Rock, Ark. ........ 1.35
for hall rent, $63 for citizens' papers,| “ Jamestown, N. D. ...... 1.00
$224 for postage, $310 for bill posting,{ “  Creston, Tenn. .......... 25
$17 for stationery, $i6 for car fare.| “ ' Maywood, Neb. ......... 2,05
{ Compare with these expenses just one! *“  Valley, Okla, ............ 1.30
\item of the expenses of the Demo-| “ . Safford, Ariz. ........... 2,50
| eratic candidate—an item of $120 for| *“ JIona Park, Tex. .. 1.00
toothpicks! Deyre Pa Gl FIE G, IS
; - Baatena FlLus. oo 1.00
The National Executive Committee,| “  Atlantic, Ia. ............ 1.00
in accordance with the instructions of | *  'Putnam, Conn. .......... 2.05
the convention, has provided for the|N. D, Meeks, Tullahoma, Tenn. .50
submission of the platform and consti- [ Local St. Louis, Mo........... 6.53
tution to a referendum vote of the en-| *“  Pottstown, Pa. ......... 1.50
tire party membership. The latter tof{ *“ ‘Butte, Mont. ............ 2.00
be submitted in the following form:{ *  Corrica,-Neb. ............ .36
“That amendments adopted by the; *“ Elkgrove, Cal. ,......... 3.00
convention shall be submitted, to-; “ Denver, Colo. ."......... 9.00
gether with the corresponding sec- Cameron, W. Va......... 3.00
tions of the old constitution. The| Ottamwa: Tar ......0 00 1.75
amendment to be printed in italics.” | Eroys NP D 5.00
- st Centerville T4, ... .00 1.00
The Woman's Committee elected by| “ Vallejo, Cal. ............ 3.00
the National Convention recommend-| *“ Central City, S. D........ 10.00
ed the appointment of Comrade Anna| *“ South Bend, Ind..,...... 1.65
Maley as National Organizer. The| *“ 2d Ward Branch, Chicago 1.75
same has been confirmed by the Na-{ * . Superior, Wis. .......... 3.70
tional Executive Committee. *  Urichsville, Ohio ........ 1.00
i Ceaston el Lo i 1.40
By recent referendum May Strick- SoPack, Feyw ... .0 1.85
land of Anderson, Ind., was elected| “ Neffs, Ohio ............ 4.00
State Secretary and S. M. Reynolds of| * Okemah, Okla. ........ . 1.00

J. M. Woodcock, ‘Sioux, Neb..: 20

Locnl Bisbee, Arniz. /... ....0.. 5.007
Grand Cane,La. ......... 5

o aBrookmes: S D0 LT 5.00
*  Sisterville, W.. Va....... 2.50
Greenburg, Kan, ........ 1.75

.. Philadelphia, Pa. ..... ... 5.65
i oyles ORlalie Lo ia 1.00
A klkharn Ind il Cooule Tl 1.50
L. Nadser, Mountain Home, Ida. 1.00
Local- Lirtles. Tnd.»' o 000 o 2T
o Meytre s Clann Ty 0L ws 200
S Rathdrmme Tdas 0000 1.15
Greenfield, Mass, ......:. 2.00
SonaYailiant Oa L 1.00

A. Hagendorf; Thorne, N. D. ..
M. Baillets, Tullahoma, Tenn... .50

277; Leus, 2,995 to 4,051; Lievin, 2,601 | Local 25th Ward Br, Chicago.. 3.00
to..3,821: Tourcoing, 1,733 to 3,150;| * McRae, Ark. ............ 15
Wattreloos, 1,741 to 2,276, and Limoge,| “ Ann Arbor, Mich. ....... 2.00
14,000 to 18,000, s D Fe e T 3.00
N e Calye  Rptgl T T 5.00
By a recent referendum Tom Clif-| “ Huntington Beach, Cal. .. 1.00
ford, 3517 Fulton road, Cleveland, and Lake Charles, La. ....... 13.50
H. H. Caldwell, 309 Bank street, Day-{ “ Yelm, Wash. .......... w200
ton, were clected members of the Na-| “  San Bernardino, Cal. .... 3.00
tional Committee for Ohio. i Orange Pl Lt e
‘ * 0 Sodawville: Orerinio i .. 1.40
The state convention of Vermont| “ Warren, Ohio ........... 5.00
will be held in Whellock’s Hall, Barre,; “ Idaho Falls, Ida. ........ 2.00
Vt., Saturday, June 6. Lo Tacome, Washieo o0 cqiis
|t cHndsansOelo oo Dil 1.30
The state convention of Arkansas| * Santa Clara, Cal. ........ 2.35
will be held at- Little Rock, June 1, 2| “ Terry, S. D. ............ 5.00
and 3. SSaweMEtwa Cali L 4.20
Charters have been granted by the| “ Solona, N. M. ........... 2
National Office to locals in unorgan-|Ida Cross, Chicago, Ill........ 5.00
ized states as follows: New Helena, | Local Tahoe, Ida. ............, 1.70
Neh, 7 members; Tucumcgri" N. M, i Nucla Colo; ool iiain L 2.00
5 members; San Jon, N. M., 5 mem- 51 Beaumont, Tex. ......... .50
bers; Moore, N. M., 6 members. *  German Staunton, Iil.... 10.00
Aol %  New Sight, Okla.' ....... 128
_The statutory convention of the So-| " Marble Mount, Wash. ... 1.00
cialist party-of South Dakota as re-| “ Belle Grove, Ida. ....... 3.00
quired by the state primary law, will| “ Lloyd, N. M. 1.40
be held at Deadwood on July 14. The| “ Selma, Cal. .. 3.00
regular party convention for organiza-| *  Prescott, Ariz 4.75
|tion purposes and the transaction of| " Tyler, Tex. ............. 130
internal affairs was held April 7 at| “ Dubuque, Ia. ............ 2,55
Pierre. ; # s Do FORIG: o 4.00
i i Sl IneeaeE L 1.33
Encouraging reports are being re-; “ Gilman, Ind ............ 1.00
ceived from all parts of the country| " Freewater, Ore. ......... 3.50
containing bright prospects for the| “ Carlin Bay, Ida....... .. 2,50
impending campaign, and cheering *  Detroit, Mich,, Finnish... 1.05
words are being received from the Na-| * Revere, Mass. ........... 2.00
tional Convention delegates upon their| * Eurcka Springs, Ark. .... 120
arrival home. : i  W. Duluth, Minn., Finnish 2.00
. s Tewstnn, Tda. Cy s e 2.20
By recent referendum Alfred M.!| “ Montgomery, Ala. ....... 2,00
Henrw, 4 Mt. Vernon place, Barre, Vt,| * Brockton, Mass.(Hebrew) 2.00
was elected State Secretary. " wCrookswilke, Ohiol ... ... .80
- G oo Jeane Ghapel Tl | . 1100
The sub-committee of the National| " Charlevoix, Mich. ....... 1.55
Executive Committee, appointed’ to| “ New Windsor, Colo. ..... 2.00
confer with the party’s candidates, met| ' South Bend, Wash. ...... 275
at national headquarters Wednesday| * Beeville, Tex. ........... 1.50
evening, May 27, and informally dis-| * Waterville, Me. ......... 200
cussed the plan of campaign. The con-; “ Mt Iron, Minn. (Finnish) 1.00

M. Weiser, Idaho ... ... ...,
e R oekisnd Ma. ULy
Thomaston, Me.
*  Aberdeen, Wash.
*  Silverdale, Wash.
Prie B ol i

the state committee to decide upon the| “ Conneaut, Ohio .........

location of the meetings within their | Branch 2, Detroit, Mich........ 5.00
territory. The terms to be a2 minimum | Local Palo Alto, Cal. ......... 2.50
of twenty-five dollars and half of the| “ Tulare, Cal. ............. 2.50
net proceeds of meeting. Aside from |26th Ward Branch, Chicago.... 1.25
the uniform subscription list provided | l.ocal Muscatine, Ja. .......... 425
for by the National Committee and| " Anderson, Cal. .......... 125
the conyention, other means of raising| ~ Robertson, Wyo. ......, 5.00
campai funds were considered. All| “ Wilmington, Del. ........ 5.00
ﬁaﬂﬁnﬁ;ﬂm?f?g:ﬁbymeam S Se nnn!l(lan. 1.05
" a tivel aterville, Ind. ....... 3

cqmi{ug ieMerrimac, Mass, L0 oo

L

books in our Public Schools.

We, the undersigned, on
point out-the importance of
fact, taking the raw material

thereof.” y
or so-called Capital, and that
prove that our

1S a mnecessity

profit then business stops.

which belongs to others.

for the purpose that Labor
dustrial Justice be secured.

talism who does not seek to

“  Longview, Tex.

Lincoln, Neb.
“  Keene, N. H.

o

Local Vcn;al, Utah
e R_t_)chestcr. | el e e
e Keppen Tdas e oal

Local Russell, Ida. ...........
““° Muskegon Hts., Mich. .

“  Philadelphia, Pa

o Danbary Conn .

Br. 2, 9th A.

Local Coeur D’Alene, Ida.....
Trenkovingtbng K o o
i Honoluly,-Ha. .00 N
M Yaherty i Tda. e Gl
2 aiela: Okdal oo ot
2o Angeles el o0
: garlt_ford. Ct;nn. ....... g

urlington, Ta. .........
* Diehivom. Tex: (50000

.« Fotal o date. ., .00 e AR bk

COPY OF LETTER SENT TO HIGH SCHOOL CLASS 1808 BY '
KEENE LOCAL SOCIALIST PARTY. :

We trust you will pardon us in thus addressing you. However, we
understand that you are a student of Political Economy, and, as such, we
desire to call your attention to certain subjects which to us seem of great
importance, and which are either avoided or hopelessly confused in the text-

be paid.” While this may be ftcu 1 >
does not prove that Capital of itself is entitled to interest, but does clearly
resent Capitalist system is false, and that its overthrow
efore Industrial Justice cap be secured.

All business under Capitalism demands a profit.
Let us form a defnition of this word upon
which all our Industry depends. “Profit is that portion of the product of
Labor which is confiscated by the Capitalist through the private ownership
of the tools of production and distributign." To profit may be either di-
rectly or indirectly traced all the industrial evils of today—in fact, all the
evils of intemperance, bribery, impure food, filth, disease, etc., Think of
some evil; trace it back to its source, and you will find the cause of that
evil to be the desire for Profit; or, in other words, the desire to take that

To remedy these evils we propose v rship
democratic management of all the machinery of production and distribution

Evanston, Wyo. ........

No. 1, Birmingham, Ala.......
Local Lorain, Ohio...........
Silver Springs, Md......
SRy, il
W. W. E(aiwards, New Orleans,

17th A. D. Kings Co., Brooklyn.

James Pingitger, Circle City, .‘\.1‘;..

Keene, N. H.

behalf of the S:acialist Local Keene, wish to
Labor in th& carrying on of all Industry. In
as furnished by Nature, everything is placed

at the disposal of mankind by Labor, and by Labor alone. From this fact
we may draw a conclusion in a single sentence which may be used as a
just basis for determining to whom the products of Labor belong.
sentence is, “Labor produces all wealth; wealth belongs to the producers
But you answer, “Business can not be carried on without money,

This

in return for the use of Capital interest should
under our present industrial system, it

When there is no

the co-operative ownership and

may obtain the full value of its toil and In-

Need we point to the failure' of Capitalism?—the percentage of peo-
ple owning homes becoming less, as shown by every census; the concentra-
tion of wealth in the hands of a few; millions of people out of work at the
present time in this country alone. Think of the suffering of the women
and children, thousands of whom are on the verge of starvation, enduring
acute suffering for lack of the necessities of life.
not go to work again until they can make a profit for the Capitalist. Now,
we do not blame the Capitalist alone, for everyone is responsible for Capi-

These unemployed can

overthrow it. OQur only ways of attacking

Capitalism are withi Education and the Ballot, and those are all we need.

1f, after careful consideration, you sce these things as we see them we
ask vou to work with us in the spread of Socialism to the end that Indus-
try may be used to serve the needs of the people and not to take advantage
of their necessities. Trusting this will interest you, we remain

Yours for Justice, .
y FRED B. CHASE,
D. J. MURPHY,
GEO. O. GRAY.

“  Pacific Grove, Cal. ....
*  Lewiston, Auburn, Me..

. .50 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE ON
. 2301 . _CONVENTION RULES.

: 1.15{ National Headquarters, Socialist Par-
. 410 ty, Chicago, 111, May 8, 1908.

Fort Pierre, S. D, 125 To the National Committee:
Anderson,.Ind; cioioioel 1.40 Comrades—Herewith is submitted a
La Fayette, La. ....i:05 4.20  report of the third ballot on Commit-
Pinola; Gali v isiiiiadsl 2.00 | 'tee of three to arrange the rules and
Newport, K¥. ' eovunsanss 1.00 | order of business for the National
oo Denver;, €o10. s seinahis 5.50 | Convention to be held in the City of
“ Hampden, Mass. ........ 4.57 | Chicago, May 10, 1908:
Wi Eridleyy, Mont Jaais s 1,10 Thomp-
oy Greenfield, Ta .00 il 1.00 ; son. Work.
*  Wellington, Kan. ........ gas |Ala—Baldwin ..o X
South Haven, Kan. ...... .50 .\r:z.—Gnlc!\llnv ........... X
Bath, " Me o isiis sl 1.40 | Ark.—Le Fevre ... ........ X
Waukegan, I1l. (Finnish). 5.00 (;al.—Colc sateah meeveaneas X
Russelville, Ark. ......... 190 Cal=—McDeviet o 000k, X
Smith Chapel, Ark. ..... . 180 Cal—Richardson .......... X
‘. Bellefonte; Ark.: Sutiiinis 25 |1daho—Rigg .............. X
1st Dist. Club 27th Wd. Chicago 1.00 [Ill.—Berlyn ............... X
Local Hewitt, Okla. .......... 180 [ 1ll=Collins ' .......0.. 000 X
# Oakland, Oklal o\ vh i, 1.00 [ I1L—Simons ............... X
e Copm Ol L o T 158 {IM—Stedman  [............ X
“oo Lafavette tAvle 0 is oy 1.65|Iowa—Shank ........00..... ‘X
S in Il kae, - gonflowa—=Work ..o 00000, X
“ 'Bedrock, OKla. .\.ivivias 1,00 | Kan.—McAllister .......... X
W il River, Mags, .00l 100 |Ken—Dobbs .............. X
| “  Clear Spring, Ark. ....... 1.00 Maine—Hunter ............ X
€ Malden, Mass: vt ciaenos 2,00 | Mich.—Stirton ............ X
“. Akron, ORID . 5eissiivie 25| Minn—Maateala . 2.....0., X
“  Orofino, Ida. ............ 425/ Minn—Williams .......... X
i Gosheny Todi ool LT 1.50 | Mo.—Schenkel :
Sabntrose Coln L L LLics 3.00|N. J—Kearns .. X
o Honlton: Orer oo il 2,50 | N- J—Walker X
%o Camargo Okla: . o0 .0 7T B R 60 R R X
¥ Brownwood, Tex. ....... 70! N. D—Lampman ......... b, E3,
bl E V4 S T B 1,00 {Qhio—Devine ............. X
Guy M. Fisk, Alva, Okla....... 1.00 | Okla—Hagel ............. X
Local Bingham Canyon, Utah.. 3.50|Okla—Loudermilk ........ X
O Savens Mass: UL LS 1.50 |Okla.—Ross ............... X
s Naples,: Tda o 20 R 100t Axelson: ol Lo ot X
Bavette: Tdam iner ‘oo je-—=Barzee 1000 LRl X
“  Bucyrus, Ohio . Ea=Manrer' i 0viii 0l X
“siBaver. N L G Pa—Moare . ..... 00000 X
T I T P e - 1.90|R. 1.—Carpenter ........... X
Carneville, Wyo. (Fin.)... 33s|Llenn—Voss .............. X
John Szako, Sacramento, Cal.. 5,00 0 U o e R X
John Schultz, Fairbury, Neb.... .35 Utah—Syphers ... X
L.ocal Middieton; Ta. .......... 1.45 | W; Va—Gillespie X
i a P SR T w RS 10| Wis—Berger .............
- T P R 3.75 | Wyo—Hastings
#iGlens Ferry, Ida. L. L0 s500| XLotal for Thompson, 20.
o Canony L 1| Total for Work, 19,
¢ O%anme La o 1.30 Carl D. Thompson is therefore
SRR Cananer el i 2,00 | clected. :
“i i Yennineeita. 100 - Fraternally submitted,
“  Philadelphia, Pa, ........ 10.61 . MAHLON BARNES,
“ glam:th Palls. Ote. - ... 1.00 | National Secretary.
e 90 S AR
5-23 Br.uf.k;c({ﬁg\sva': Brooklyn, 2.25 | RESOLUTIONS BY LOCAL DULUTH,
i 6\1. N T o mn‘:";&’rﬁ?"illh%&";fﬂ.{".{"‘{:,m”“““ Com-
i e ' rt il
L e R e
Local Ft. Collins, Colo..... ... 175 International Socioallntméonl:(r"g::du: tsz'uhtf
W. L. Baker, Thunder, Ida..... .15|8%%: and
Local Redlands, Cal. ...... 250 hu\rl’;l:'l“fns.'ilhe sald resolution is not in
a . o reee = y with the prineiples of Interna-
Littleton,. N. H. .,....... .75 [tlonal Soclalism, because It tends to dem
s Joplin, Mo, ... 2R et s il oy sl
anning Sweet, Denver, Colo.. 5.00 | which it fis for tI bt hdydaieiang
LLocal Silver Grnve, | ¥ G ‘hﬂ class am‘;o:ml:wlhl:»m::g:k?;gt?:?ni:l;“::ld

‘an| Whereas. the mald resolution w
1.00 adopted without discussion and wlt::
2,40 | out asking the general membership of
2.50]"" party. therefore bhe it

451 Resolved, That we protest agalnst the
» o !l-:xecuuw- Committee for adopting such
. L25! an important resolution in such an auto-
2.45 | cratic manner, and we also protest

‘against all Socialists who stand for such

| resctionary measures: and be it further

3 30!  Resolved, That we indorse the resolu-
. 295 tions on immigration of the Soclalist
2 5 Congress of Stuttgart, and we call on all

# " locals to do the same; and be it further
- 115, Resolved, Thut the resolutions be sent
1.00  to the Weekly Bulletin and the Soclalist

1.00 pag-rs. .
i 1'00’ ay 3, 1908, regular meeting of Local
b | Duluth, Publle, Ownership (Soclalist)
. 223 | Party.

. 3.00}

.. Brooklyn, N. Y. . 2 g0 METTER OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE °

¢ | COMMITTEE MEMBER o
‘ 1(11.%1 &.}DE s-:i'?xzs. i
. 1.00i cago, IlL, AL . 1908.
250 | J. Mahlon Barne-,‘.\'atlonnl gzc:nl:r;?
'90! Dear Comrade—I wish to express to
- . the comrades my regret at having been
. 100 unable to assume earlier and more
5.00 promptly the dutles and obligations of a
" o member of the National Executive Com-
" »2.00!mmea. to which position the
. 2,00 elected me some months ago. 3
1.40. Being in Europe at the time and cer-
27 tain of my mall having failed to reach
100 me I recelved no Information or even
——— Intimation of my eléction.until the 3d
» 14 I0St Fraternally yours, : :
$57244  (Stgned) = 3. G PHELPS STOKES
i i :

g AN oo bis

e
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Report of Action by National Committee on

Chicago, Ill., May 13, 1908.
National Committee—Com-
rades:

: .

Herewith is submitted report of Na-
tional Committee Referendum No. 11,
Motion No. 20, presented by direction

To the

of the State Committee of New Jer-

sey:

MOTION NO. 20.
. “That the National Secretary’s rul-
ing of March the 14th, declaring out
of order a motion submitted by Com-
rade !Valker of New Jersey, be over-

ruled.
VOTING YES!

Kentucky ................ Dobbsi
isiana ...... Van Brook
Maryland ...........c....4. Culp
MONtADA . ciivenisnasss Mabie
New Jersey .... Kearns
New Jersey ............. Walker
ORIRROME & oo 1cosnsnrisnes ROSS
OMIN. Ceineinn e vaaie v EIRERl

Total, 8.
VOTING NO.

Alabama ......... aldwin
Arizona .............. Galentine

* Arkansas ............. Le Fevre
7, U AR Hogan
California . .. vvvoosvs .. McDevitt
California .. ... Richardson °

PR

California ......... LR .+ Cole
o T R AR ¢ T
Colorsdn G o iegs Miller
Connecticut vees.. Applegate
orida .. i..c64000.5 Pettigrew
s T R e R ... Rigg
41T P e e R Berlyn
T A S SR Stedman
IBNORE Simons
e o L Shank
Iowa ..... AR el T
Kansas ,......... A Willits
Kansas ...... ceveess. McAllister
Maine ssivalsmeins senny HUNLET
S T R R e King
Michigan ...... AR s by Stirton
Minnesota ............ Maattala
Minnesota ...... ..... Williams
IMIRRONIET syl Behrens
New Hampshire .... ..... Drew
oo 5 T AR Gl Spargo
INewNark Ll e Lee
INEW XOrR il Wanhope
North Dakota ........ Lampman
5 111 R Devine
O Rodgers
Oklahoma: .......... Laudermilk
T R e R R . Barzee
Oregon ......... A Alexson
Pennsylvania ........... Maurer
<Pennsylvania .......... Schwirtz
Rhode Island ......... Carpenter
South Dakota .......... Knowles
TRNRE i e voss Clark
1 b e e . Payne
RIVRE s Syphers
West Virginia ........ . Gillespie
Wisconsin ........ ... Thompson
INMISCORSI: & ;o0 i ey Heath
Wisconsin ..... e Berger
Total, 46.

NOT VOTING.

R 2 el e Collins
v U P Rt SR B Arnold
Massachusetts ........ vi s Carey
Massachusetts ......... Konikow
1T Schenkel
New: York ..... bR . Fieldman
- Pennsylvania ............ Moore
g T N G Voss
_\“Ile_rmo,nt ................ Dunbar
ashington ...... ..., Burgess
Washington ........ v+v. Herman
MWyoming ...iveiiag . Hastings
Total, 13.

Motion is therefore defeated.
COMMENT. 4

KENTUCKY (DOBBS)—"If it is
true, as the ‘National Secrtary con-
tends, that payment of assessments is
not essential to ‘good standing’ as a
party member, and that the position
of the New Jersey committeemen in
this respect presents ‘a new proposi-
tion which they (the members) should
decide,’ the sooner it is decided the
better. In order to secure an ex-
pression from the National Committee

on this point, I 'vote in favor of the

pending motion while reserving ap-
roval of the whole contention of the
ew Jersey comrades. To determine
the number of party members the
National Committee, in my judgment,
acted with perfect propriety in taking
the average dues-paying membership
of December, January and February
as a basis. To have taken the aver-
age for the past year would have de-
nied representation to new members
who have entered during 1908. 1 do
not approve the criticism of the Na-
tional Secretary for having ruled a
motion out of order on the ground of
unconstitutionality. He is properly

' clothed with such discretion, which is

necessary if business is to be expedit-
ed. If he should mistakenly exercise
this discretion there remains always
‘relief through appeal to the National
Committee and to the entire member-
ship, if necessary. 1 disapprove of
the original New Jersey motion be-
cause I think it unnecessary. The Na-
tional Secretary, in my judgment,
should observe the spirit of that mo-

tion, however, becanse payment of the
‘good |
It is necessary and proper

Do You Want to Make Socialists ?
Enliven your and with Meyers

assessment is, essential to
standing.’
that we should make provision to con-
tinue the membership of members who
are unable to pay either regular dues
or special assessment, but any rule
that makes purely voluntary the pay-
ment of special assessments is full of
mischievous possibilities. As a party
we are organized for self-preservation

and every member must be prepared

r this
to assume not only the routine obliga-  worth muwmh “The Marxian Call."

tions of monthly dues, but the ex-
traordinary obligations as well. O
erwise we might say a soldier enlists
solely for parade and not for war. We
Socialists enlist and obligate ourselves
to defray soutine expenses, but if
constitation provides that

Oth- |

A L

the ex- i”ﬂ-

Motion No. 20

penses of delegates to the National
Convention are to be paid from the
National Treasury, it is absurd to con-
tend that a member may retain ‘good
standing’ by declining to bear his part
of this quadrennial extra expense.

MARYLAND (CULP)—*“I vote
YES on this motion to appeal from
the National Secretary, for the reason:

“First, I hold that it is the function
'of the National Committee to construe
the constitution and not of the Na-
tional Secretary; that when a National
Committeeman -makes a motion it 1s
the absolute prerogative of the mover
to have its constitutionality decided by
his peers, so to speak, and not by the
Secretary of .the committeg, to whom
no such power is granted by the con-
stitution.

“Second, the constitution places the
duty of carrying out the provisions of
that instrument into the hands of the
National Committee, subject to a party
referendum, and not upon the Na-
tional Secretary. The power to exe-
cute necessarily carries with it the
right to construe, at least until such
construction is changed by referen-
dum.

“Third, because a matter has always
been construed a ‘tertain way does not
make it conclusive, any more than
does the fact that the {Jnited States
Supreme Court has always held a cer-
tain way with reference to questions
involving capitalism prove that the
constitution could not be made to sus-
tain a different view. If the constitu-
tion were inflexible, iron clad, immal-
leable and absolutely predeterminate,
we would be in a bad way indeed, so
far as Socialism is concerned, and I
can see no more reason for claiming
that a decision by a former committee
is conclusive. Each National Com-
mittee has the right to construe for
itself.”

MINNESOTA (MAATTALA) —
“While I believe that the Motion No.
20, by the State Committee of New
Jersey is logical in its principles, but
it came out entirely too late. This
action, if any, should have been taken
at least two months earlier.

MINNESOTA (WILLIAMS)—"I
vote no on this motion, though I am
in hearty accord with the intention of
the comrades in wishing to limit the
delegation in the National Convention
to represent the members who pay not
only dues, but also the assessments,
this cannot be done till the constitu-
tion is changed, as far as I can see. I
think the National Secretary has acted
properly and his action shopld stand.
He acts as a sort of chairman, and it
is his function to rule on the consti-
tutionality of motions.

In this case I think it is the consti-
tution which is at fault, and not the
Secretary’s ruling.

NEW YORK (LEE)—Taking up
the three points urged by the New
Jersey Comrades in their comment: 1.
The power of the National Secre-
tary to rule out a motion offered is
exactly analogous to the power of a
presiding officer in a meeting to rule
a motion out of order. It may be
abused, as may all powers. The
remedy for its abuse is in the right of
appeal, just as in the case of an ap-.
peal from the ruling of the chair in
a meeting.

2, There is no more conclusive a
priori reason for taking a year as the
‘period for calculating the membership
in order to apportion representation
than for taking a month or three
months or three years. The National
Committee had to decide, It did de-
cide and no appeal to the general vote
was taken against its decision., That
there is a possibility of fraud under
this decision is true. So would there
be a possibility of fraud with any
shorter or longer period.taken as the
basis. I am not inclined to suspect
fraud without evidence, and I have
none before me. An examination of
the report of Dues paid by wvarious
states during the three months in
question and also during the whole
year 1907, and also for the month of
March, 1908, does not seem to me to
show any su$picious irregularities. .

.31 know of no provision in the
National Constitution of the Party, in
its various State Constitutions, or in
its common practice which makes the
payment of assessments a qualification
tor membership in good standing. In
ithe absence of any such provision, I
lam inclined to rely on the honesty of
ithe state organizations and on the
loyalty of party members to see to it
tlh:"ti the assessment is fully and fairly
| paag
i NEW YORK (SPARGO)—“While
{ I believe in the original Motion of the
{ New Jersey Comrades, and would
'ﬁ'hd'ly support it, the ruling of the
| National Secretary seems to.me to be
‘unquestionably wise and just.”

Fraternally submitted,

J. MAHLON BARNES,
National Secretary.

homes
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! The New Seclalist Song Book.

' *Full from cover to cover of inspirational scags. old
Gl Conial

i and new, just such as are need

‘‘Songs of Socialism”

homes and Socialist mee lively music and inspir-
i the
| the heart of toiler to heroic political action.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

NATIONAL SECRETARY'S FI-
-NANCIAL REPORT FOR
. MONTH OF MAY, 1908.
National Headquarters, Socialist Par-
ty, Chiu& Ill., May 30, 1908.
CEI ;

. National dues from State Commit-
ees:

Alsbame Rl Lol oD
Arizona ....... 15.00
Arkansas ....... 1.00
Colorady Lo (ot saain s O
Connecticnt il (¢ o000 {9 0D
Blovida ! ool ke ot Iy s 15.00
Idaho ARG S R S 27.00
Hllidols  onsile ioi v v R 00
Indimna - avelat Liln T sl 400
oW o sin i s 25.00
Kansas /ot n s 75.00
Kentheky "o nu 10.00
Lonisiand Gl coa oL i 10.00
Maine ..... R i 1.00
Maryland-...0 ... ... 20.00
Massachusetts ......... A 40.50
Michian oo e et 31.80
Minnesota ........ Bl T 25.20
Missouri ..... e Lk 50.00
MOntanRs 2 lee i L e sl 31.80
New Hampshire ............ 6.00
New Tersey St Lo iyl i 50.00
New Xork oo o, 150.00
North- Dakota 7, .. oo 16.10
Ohia o B s e 53.00
Oklaboma: iR il 100.00
Baremon: Sl e - 24,00
Pennsvivansgiin . oo ol 160.25
Rhode Island ..... i s e 5.00
Sonth Palots .0 o 0 5.00
R ERRRall S T 6.00
TeRas: v e R S i 51.35
0 R sl S AL e 35.00
IREONE L s S 2.00
Mashington o0, ol oL 11.00
NVest Viapeinta oot e 10.00
NVIsconsInG ol el s 95.25
NEomm g cllee ot s s T 14.35

. ; $1,376.60

Unorganized States, '

e e T R U 2.00
E WY e s 2.00
Nebragles @00 00w Goiios M 15.40
Nevada ..... (i e AR 31.70
New Mexico ........ 14.30
North Carolina ........ 10.70
AAssISSIppY e 1.15
Virginia ..... Wi a5 ot 3.40

Members at large 9.60

Alabama ..............Thos Freeman

Arkansas
California
Colorado

Connecticut

Idaho .................T. J. Coonrod

Ilinois ................Jas. S. Smith ..
indiana
E&wa ....... seensaesss W, C. Hills...
NSAS  ...vvevsaresnsa). E. Snyder ..
Kentucky ........ J s
Louisiana .............Geo.\F. Weller
Maine ..... cosnvanneas W, E. Pelsey .
Maryland ........ Lewis ..
Massachusetts .... Carey ..
Michigan  .v....00i00..Ge H
Minnesota ............J. E. Nash ....
Missouri ..............Otto Pauls ...

Montana ..............Jas D. Graham
New Hampshire .......W. ilki
New Jersey ..........W.
New York .............John C. Chase
North- Dakota ...... "...Arthur Bassett
)1 T et John G. Willert

. Lockwood ......1018

H. Wilkins .........Box
B. Killingbeck ....62 William St.,, Orange.

STATE SECRETARIES.

thope. -

Arizona ...............J. G. Kroon ..........Box 510 Globe.
vessessssaa..W. R. Snow .......... Huntington.
sssesviania. H. C Tuck ...........523 17th St, Oakland.
sxseessseno.a Al H Floaten ...#.....1026 Broadway, Denver.
........... Samuel Ely Beardsley .Shelton.

Florida ...............Henry L. Drake ......Box 1033 St Petersburg.

vivres..180 Washington St., Chicago.

s b e MY Mh_Strickland. ...2332 Pearl St.,, Anderson, Ind.

tesnes..743 W. 19th, Des Moines, Ia.
cessesssGirard.

Streine ......327 W. 10th St., Newport.

evsnssas 1022 Orange St., New Orleans.
..198 Lisbon St., Lewiston.

..418 Equitable Bldg., Baltimore.
699 Washington St., Boston.
Eggleston Ave., Kalamazoo.
vresse. 45 So. 4th St., Minneapolis.

cevenen.212 So. 4th St., Louis.
++ue.... Box 908 Helena.
521 Claremont.

senean

ceeesa:.239 E. 84th St;, New York.
Sk RATTO .

ceaee..3469 W, 54th St, Cleveland.

Oklahoma. ...oaviiiness Otto F. Branstetter .... Norman.

Oregon ....... i
Pennsylvania

Rhode Island
South Dakota
Tennessee
A 1L R S B W.J. Bell .....

i ...Fred Hurst ...
i M. G. Opsahl .

Washington

Wisconsin
WNoIne e e T )’ Neil
International ‘Sec’y ....Morris [illquit

....... Thos. A. Sladden ..
......... Robert B. Ringler ..
............ H. G. Terlisner ..

................. Jos. MacLachlan
......... vesa.Alfred M. Henry.....

....309 Davis St., Portland.

...628 Walnut St., Reading.

1923 Westminster St., Olneyville
........ Sioux Falls,

+....1085 Indiana St., Memphis.
cleie 106 W. Erwin St., Tyler.

...... First Nat'l Bank Bldg., Ogden.
4 Mt. Vernon Pl, Barre, Vt.
....... 2305%; Pacific Ave., Tacoma.

.. McMechen.

cev....344 6th St, Milwaukee.
....... 704 S. 4th St., Laramie. |
vv+v+..320 Broadway, New York.

LETTER OF COMRADE CARPENTER
OF RHODE ISLAND.

Woonsocket, R. L, April 27, 1908.
Dear Comrade:

mittee in the Weekly Bulletin the fol-
lowing comment and suggestions on the
proposed National Platform:

1 approve of the comments and sug-
gestions of Comrade Ira Culp of Mary-
land, in the Weekly Bulletin of April 18,
The platform should contain a provision
the operation of which would, in har-
mony with existing constitutions, laws
and customs, enable us to appear as a
party of method and possible anticipa-
tion with the "“how"” of our revolution
equal to our “why,” command respect
and dispel the doubts in the minds of
millions who say “it can't be done."! Our
evasion or subterfuge on the “how"

the locals in Oregon with the end in
view of bringing in the balance and pay-

assessment on the entire member-
ship in the Btate at the present time.
But we have ben confron with an ob-

8.
Without previous notice the time was

Please transmit to the National Com-~ | gtacl

|
1

extended for the locals to make reports .

in the various states to their respective
state offices, making it-ab<olutely impos-
sible, in this state at least, to attend to
our work properly. If any local is de-
linquent weé have no time to look up the
-aratter.

Now we are confronted with an order
for the locals to send contributions di-
rect to National Office instead of to
State organizations, where it belonged.
This is not o::fanlud method; this is an-
archy. The different states are. organ-
ized with their various State Committees
and are responsible to the National Com-
mittee. The National Committee has no
right, has no justification for ignoring
the state organizations, and must, If we
are to retain our present form of organ-
ization, act in harmony with the several
State Committees and through them.

I am not prepared to say that this is
the best, the most expedient or proper
form of organization; but it is the one
under which we are working or supposed
to be working.

It may be best to abolish entirely
state organizations and connect the lo-
cals directly with a central organization
and deal with them without consultin
the various State Committees. Our wori
as a state has been and is being ham-
pered by the contradictions which con-
stantly arise, due to the lack of under-
standing of our present form of organ-
ization. g Sk

My work as State Secretary of the
Socialist Party of Oregon has - been
doubled and trebled In the last three
months through the lack of systematic
action in the Soclalist organization.

‘We have a constitution, it is not holy
or perfect, but let us follow it to a
certain extent or tear it up and write
one we can follow. Unless we at least
do follow some defined plan of action our
organization consists only of a lot of
names on paper. . ‘

If the National Committee has no con-
fidence in the different state organiza-

tions, If the Btate Committees have no -

confidence in their local organizations,
then we are In a’'serlous position.

For my part, I have unbounded con-
fidence in the locals in Oreogn. I know
what they are and they will not fall to
do their duty every time. If your as-
sessment had been $5.00 per member,
you would have got it and could have ob-
tained it through the proper channels.

But if the National Committee intend
to emasculate the state %Tnnlntlons.
it will take me about onc minute to re-
sign and probably it will take half that
long to fill my place. If the different
state’ movements are to me orna-
ments, I want to know where 1 am at.
I do not care to act as a tombstone to
mark the last resting place of a corpse.
I will act with a live local instead of a
dead state. If a state organization does
its duty, the National Committee should
issue its orders to that state organiza-
tion; if it does not do its duty it should
withdraw the: charter from that state
and reorganize it But it must be clear
to any comrade who understands the
purposes and l#ws of organization that
two distinct and separate bodies cannot
manage the same thing except by one
acting b‘y and through the other.

This is the only way I at least can
act intelligently, and if this method can-

not be followed out, I am ready to quit.

; $1.40azs | {ustited muct doubs through whish we
Supplies - coinoinl L il 282.25 |a specific portion of a scientific evolu-
Eatermture: Lo ey 50.45 | tionary and revolutionary portion of our
Bttanssc it o sl aE.aa | Nationkl EARSOR.

Campaign fund ..... 00000, 78.92 v:JM?lLOYI:EfoT om:mvro:mmplony:unt
. 4 e eman vern
Collections for Del. Mile..... 554.44 | 5 Svara willh el oftinen- etth Jailesiand
Convention assessment ...... 3,426.86 | wages to harmonize with scales adopted
Subs. Daily Socialist......... 2.00 b,’," organized labor i?r :lgllart wm-l‘tl that
Miners’ defense fund ........ 18.00 | the government, national, 'state and mu-
. nicipal, by right of eminent domain, take
Miscellaneous. ... ...0. .00 1.40 o,,-e,? such property as to them seem nec-
——— | essary to “promote the general welfare,"
$5,049.80 also build, equip and operate rallroads
: Expenditures : snd any ofver neepul’ Work| sumctent
. and any other use wo 8 e
Exchange ........ 5.50 | from time to time to employ all w!?i)
General expenses ........... 11.52 | need and npgly for work, that all work
Express and freight ......... saaf | V5P or oy tim Sy Radine et
Postage ..... wsessnessstiae.. 185.57 | possible to avold it. :
Telegrams and telephone. ... 8.52| The money needed to put into- effect
Wages. the toregolnx with all accessories need-
A ful for their successful operation be pro-
J.'Jahln_:} Barnes oo i $ 125.00| yvijded by Congress in harmony with the
W. W. Rihl, 5 weeks......... 100.00 I(J:l&fd' s'ialg ﬁomg;uuoré which l‘ehl.d-lll
E.H. Slick, 5 weeks. ... .o 90.00 rticle 1, Section 8): *“Congress s
C I Wrighti's Weeks. /.00 0000t Vi Dty ] " Bauiate
J. C. Chase, 5 weeks......... 90.00| The money issued for-this parpose to
M. Flaherty, 5 weeks........ 65.00 | be full legal tender and paid by the na-
J. A. Gavin, 5 weeks 60.00 tional, state or municipal government
riidihes AN » WEEKS. v rvness " direct to workers for services rendered.
A. M. Boggess, 5 weeks...... 60.00 | The national government to loan to the
FE ANen T e o i 60.00 | states or municipalities for one-half of
T B Palmer 24 00 | 90® per cent annual interest on 26-year
o Kl bt St g kG ” bonds, maturing at the rate of 65 per
II} %"JI Benedict viiviiioton. :ggg :::km-b]:nx;%g&rbgve ;am. '{'h:t
) TRNARAEE s s s PPPIRES SR i 80 rect to
M Hfld‘:og 12.00 consumers only at cost of production
iy o Gyl LI R S : and distribution. That the price to the
EXTr el b I Sl e 41.40 | public for service be the cost for main-
e | talning the same.” »
$ 913.40| LETTER OF COMRADE SLADDEN,
Printing letin ........... 114.00] STATE SECRETARY OF OREGON.
Printing liferature and spls.. 288.50 Portland, Ore., April 27, 1908.
Office xtaten: .00 ician. L - HIGI4|TY e Slembete 4C he Matioas Costndc:
Office farniture . o0 0., 252,001 1 wish to make the following com-
Addressing machine ........ 94.50 xlnsem on National Committee Motion No.
Eaxtecature 000l SRR eds | (1 bl ;
o The State Committee of Oregon is.in
Organizers. |receipt of an order issued b ‘?.ho Na-
J. H: Brower ', .0, .. e bt 80.00 | tional Committee of the Soclalist Party,
it Banil ;oo R A 10.00 | @8sessing the State of Oregon on a mem-
R e 20.00 | niaking & total of $31710. T Binre
John Colling ..o o 35.00 | Committee of Oregon assumed that the
A'W. Drew ... ..... i 30,00 | National Committee of the Socialist Par-
ty meant exactly what they sald andq
G. H. Goebel sesseas 30,00 huve aot
;. Tresessvaans ed accordingly. We, up to the
LeiAsaarton: oo L L 66.95 | date of recelving contradigtory circular,
(v o Parter i A 30.00 ﬁlp.rtll.g;n'aul:‘atd A:Irudy sent 1?; llstuo og
and were pre
Ll o BR[0T S ot 00 ke Baletat e e P"I;‘lmffm""':u’;-
g. - kVn&tl!lcjr Porten........ ‘g-gg tions. A circular K-d n sent out to
an A. [ e R e :
M. W. Wilkins .......... : $001 T e e
James Wilbams ............ 30.00
John M. Work . i A 50.00
$ 458.94
Delegate mileage ....i...... 7,519.98
Insurance ..... 10.25
Rent, May ....... B R 100.00
Books for docals .. vascen i 50.00
Flates matter ootocolioven s 36.00
Stationery ...... B a Sivs 46.55
BlocIrOtypes o il lls 28,32
Mimeograph supplies ...... g 44.30
Auditing Books [l clees 15.40
Silk badges ..... ) R 28.00
Rubber stamps ....iv.iisoos - 1495
i Executive Committee Meeting.
FY- N Berger (L oidii i $ 1030
A B Bloaten Vel i o 59.70
FECMENEOTR o e e 5.00
PG 13 Thompson: 3ii 0000 5.90
, $ 89.90
| Book binding .......... SR | 1
| W. F. Miners' defense....... 18.00
{ F. Heath, R. R. fare and ex.. 4.00
* $10,719.49
w Summary.
{ Balance on hand May 1..... $ 6,977.40
{ Receipts for month ........ 5,949.80
o : $12.927.20
Expenditures for month..... 10.719.49

i Balance on hand-June' 14
', 1908 AR L
i submitted,

Teresnne

Fraternall

b . MAHLON BARNES,

National Secretary.

PARTY BUTTON

attracts attention and breoks discussion

‘Celluleid Bultclu'. 3¢c; 10 to 100, 1c ench;
; 500 for $4.00

Gold Plate Buttons, 25¢c each; 10 for $2.00

Gold Plate Butions with Pin Attachment for Ladies
25c each; 10 for $2.00 g




	ScanPro 300000679
	ScanPro 300000680
	ScanPro 300000681
	ScanPro 300000682

