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You Who Are Out—Act!

HAVE received a flaming appeal - from a comrade

of ours—an appeal to issue a call to action to you

who are out, to rally to the cause of your comrades
who are in prison. This is the appeal:

“Oh. Fraina, are we not cowards to stand by 'limply
like this when our stroncest men and women are be-
hind bars which we could break?

“Are we not hypocrites to assemble on Sunday
afternoons, as if to enjoy ourselves, listen to a few
speech:s, and pass a few innocent resolutions?

“We do not take it seriously. Wake us up! Speak
to us from your cell!

“Why don't our comrades appeal to us, the mass
for whom they were imprisoned?

“We do not realize the awfulness of it all. Why do
you men let us forget our mission? Appeal to us!
We would be base indeed if the voices of our celled
comrades cannot wake us from this lethargy.”

I am urged, and I shall speak.

I chall not speak for mvself. My term ends in a
few davs: it was a very short term. I shall speak
of my comrades who are serving long terms in prisons
that cannot break their spirits or d=grade them, but
which do torture them. I shall speak, moreover, not
of them and for them principally, but of and for the
Cause for wh'ch they are imprisoned.

For our imprisoned comrades are not the least for-
tunate. Th:y do not envy the physical liberty of men
ard women who are intellectvally in thrall to Capi-
talism. The iron bars of their cells, of their prisons,
cannot imprison their ideals, their minds; and while
the mind is free, one is supreme and may mock at
governments and at iron bars, mock even while the
body is being broken. They suffer. but their ideals
come first. They desire liberation,_because, after all,
they may then contribute more than they are contrib-
uting now.

The imprisonment of our comrades is testimony
to the brutality and class character of the govern-
ment; but it is equaily testimony to the lack of power
of Socialism. Karl Liebknecht goes out in the streets
of Berlin urging armed revolt against the old Imperial

government—four and one-half years in prison; Eu-
gene Dehs speaks against the war and in favor of the
Bolsheviki—ten years in prison! The Italian Socialist
Serrati is convicted of high treason—eizhteen months
in prison: but. for the most trivial offenses, scores
of our comrades are serving three and five, ten and
twentv-vear terms. The savagery of the American
government in its attitude to political criminals has
been unparalleled. But the “clemency” of the German,
French, Italian and British governments is a conse-
quence not of their being less savage, but of the power
and consciousness of the proletariat. The American
government is as savage as it.is because it believes
the proletariat will not protest in action against tyran-
ny and reaction. Acquiescence invites repression. . .

Your comrades are in prison. In a world trampling
upon ideals, they maintain their ideals; at a time when
the majority are thinking in terms of the military
struggle, they think in terms of the proletarian class
struggle. Apparently reaction is all conquering, om-
nipotent ; but the tens and hundreds of men and wom-
en who are now in iron cells, and whose spirit sings in
joy at the onward sweep of the Revolution—these

“of mind bordering on lethargy?

By Louis C. Fraina
Essex County lail, Newark, N. J.

men and women mock at the temporary triumph of re-
action ; they are symbols of the action am.w ideals latent
in the masses which, once acquiring full expression,
will crush the reaction. They are augurs of the Rev-
clution.

Your comrades are in prison. They are there be-
cause they could not let the flame of freedom die.
They are there as a protest against the democracy of
words and the tyranny of deeds. They are there
that the proletariat may awaken to consciousness;
that the soldier may not offer up life in the service of
death; that the world may cease being a shambles;
that the mother mav not weep for her son and the
sweetheart for her lover. Thsy are in prison that
liberty may prevail; they are deprived of life, that
life may conquer death.

Your comrades are in prison. They are in prison,
above all, that Socialism may conquer—that the mass
of the people may cease being pariahs, and the world
smile in the joy of life, instead of agonize in the sor-
row of death..

Your comrades are in prison—for vou. men, and
for you, women. Are vou out there for them? . ..

T know that vou are with vonr comrades in prison.
I know that you are striving to liberate them, that you
are eager to welcome them home—to life and the great
struggle. But my pen stops; my eyes look straight
ahsad—there are the iron bars of my cell; six feet
beyond are still more iron bars; then come the win-
dows, barred with iron: and outside is the prison wall.
The keeners are hawling out orders. . . . In another
cell is Roe~r Raldwin, in another Ralph Chevney:
other comrades in other cells, in this one prison alone.
And—but how many prisons are there in this free na-
tion of ours? . .

Are you doing all that could be done for vour im-
prisoned comrades? I have no right to ask this in the
name of myself, but have I not the right to ask in the
name of tens and hundreds of imprisoned men and
women—Comrades all?

The anguished appeal of our young comrade is
lofty and intense—is it true?

I know that it is an impatient appeal—that it is the
flaming appeal, naive perhaps, of the ardent spirit of
youth—impetuous, irrepressive, eager for the moon.
It is all that. But is not the spirit of Revolut’on the
spirit of youth? Are we not apt to become too pa-
tient, to accept routine for action, to get into a state
The complacency
must be shocked out of us. I have been guilty myself;
I was bordering on lethargy, my other imprisoned
comrades becoming a memory, when this appeal flamed
through me and restored my spirit. Are not you, O
comrade, perhaps equally guilty? The impatient, ir-
repressible, hasty spirit of ardent youth is the spirit
of Revolution—Germinal.

The indictment of our young comrade is too sweep-
ing. I admit that. Meetings are necessary; resolu-
tions are n:cessary. Aggressive agitation is itself an
act of Revolution. For many lonely years the revo-
lutionary activity of the Bolsheviki was limited in this
way. But we are apt to do that which the Bolsheviki

never did—accent the means for the goal, forget that
agitation is simply a preparation for creative action.
Youth is apt to repudiate the necessity for the hard,
grim work of preparation ; but is not experience apt to
grow cold, calculating and obstructive, losing the first
line flush of revolutionary ardor?

Will the time for action never-come? That is the
query of your imprisoned comrades. They have a
right to ask. Their imprisonment, in itself, contributes
nothing to the Revolution; it is a magnificent gesture,
and nothing more, unless it inspires you to action and
you use their imprisonment to arouse the action of the
masses. The ideals of the individual are a source of
Revolution only as they become mass ideals.

Our activity might become still larger and more in-
tense—not one of you, I believe, will dispute this.
But that is not the issue. It is not the lack of propa-
ganda, but thz character of this propaganda that is at
issue. And, I must confess, the propaganda for our
imprisoned comrades is in general a bourgeois liberal”
pronaganda. It is not revolutionary agitation. It is
vot dir-cted toward action. Expressing indignation,
indulging in protests—that accomplishes very little.
Cur imprisoned comrades, their ideals and their
action must be made an issue of the pro-
letarian class struggle: the bourgeois liberal
attitude is worse than impotent, it promotes re-
action. This issue and all other issues, must be met by
an intensive, aggressive agitation for revolutionary
mass action. The party must revolutionize its policy
and agitation.

The official party policy in general is largely bour-
geois liberal—not the implacable policy of revolution-.
ary Socialism. We must learn, we must acquire the
new spirit of the Revolution ; we must reconstruct and
reorganize. We must devote ourselves anew to the
revolutionary class struggle.

“Are we not cowards to stand by limply like this
when our strongest men and women are behind bors
which we could break?”’

You could break the iron bars of our prisons—and of
Capitalism. We could. you and I, and the masses;
we intend to—but do we, really and seriously, flam-
ingly, or is it simply an intention? Is it a resolve
instnct in immediate action, or is it simply an ideal
for the davs to coma?

Your imprisoned comrades call upon you to act—
not for them, but for the revolutionary struggle. They
depend upon this sttruggle.. They will this struggle—
neccssary and relentless, beautiful and inspiring.

We must dare. We must issue the revolutionary
challenge uncompromisingly. There are your impris-
oned comrad:s; more—infinitely more—there is Rus-
s‘a and our own crisis ; there is the international prole-
tarian revolution—all insist upon action. ’We must
flame out in challenge to Capitalism, but also to our
cwn complacency, to our own inaction, to our own
policy of hesitation. Fearless and aggressive in all
things: scorning timidity and consequences.

We must dare, you and I, comrades. We must act,
creatively and dynamically.

Break the iron bars, O comrades—the iron bars of
cur prisons, of your fears and prejudices, of moderate
“Socialism,” of Capitalism!

Break—and then we shall build anew, finely and
humanly.
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The Left Wing

N other pages we print the Manifesto and Prog-

ram of the newly formed Left Wing of the Social-
ist Party and also the Program of the Chicago Com-
munist Propaganda League, while on the back page we
have the Program of the Portland, Ore. Council of
Workers, Soldiers and Sailors. All these documents
are expressive of the present tendency in the Social-
ist and Labor movements of America, a tendency
which is the reflex of the march of the Socialist and
Labor movements of the world, and more particularly
of Europe.

Europe is aflame with revolt, and, the bourgeois
press to the contrary notwithstanding, this revolt is
the spontaneous uprising of the masses themsclves.
In various places, as for instance England, Scotland
and Ireland, the revolt is as much directed agafnst the
old time leaders and the old methods of narrow paro-
chial and craft organizations as against anything else.
The bourgeois press rejoices that the strikes in Bri-
tain are in many instances called in defiance of the
old leaders, but if it was in any sense competent of
judging the significance of this very fact its rejoicings
would soon turn to wailings. The common people are
awakening, they are moving forward, and those who
would be leaders must lead in actuality or get out of
the way. . . .

Space does not permit us to deal with these prog-
rams in this issue, but we invite criticism, particularly
of the Left Wing Manifesto and Program. It is de-
sired that Socialist Locals and Branches shall take
this document under consideration and, if able to
‘agree upon the basic principles enunciated therein,
endorse it. Several Branches and Locals have already
" done so, though it is not offered as the final word but
merely as a basis from which to work.

The Revolutionary Age will be glad to receive these
endorsements until such time (within a few days) as
other arrangements have been made.

“Freedom Only in Russia”

HE New York Times becoming very much annoy-
ed at learning that “Russia is the only place where
men and women can be free,” delivers itself as follows:

When 2 man, speaking in an American city, excites
the apnlause of numerous auditors by telling them that
“Russia is the only place where men and women can
be free” the fact raises a good many rather serious
questions.

The trst of them—Why did he make a statement at
once so stupid and so false?—-is pasn_l_v angwercrl. The
speaker was James Larkin, who is himself as much of
a Bolshevik as he can find time to be in the moments
when be¢ doesn’t have to be a Sinn Feirer and an expo-
nent of what in this cruntry is called the 1. W. W. But
this staterrent was made in Boston, and it is difficult
to understand the existence there of more than a small
handful of out-and-out lunatics that are desirous to
have the enly sort of freedom now existing in Russia.
It is the freedom of a small cfass to kill and steal. and
the freedom of everybody else to be murdered and
rohhered.

Of course Mr. Larkin would nat put the case exactly
that wav. Fut no other way suggested itself to h'm. so he
ahstained frem what he knew or fe't won'd be the
danvers of definition. Mr Larkin has been credited
with ability of a kind and with movinz elo~uence. That
is what makes him dangerous, Fut one observes that
he prefers America to Russia as a place in which to do
his preaching:

The first of them, it would seem to us, is not so
easily answered from the point of view of the Times
as that paper appears to think, especially if we look
at the exathples Larkin cited in support of his state-
ment: that public meetings are continually being
broken up by organ:zed mobs, that men and women
are frequently lynched for daring to disagree with
official opinions, that returned soldiers and sailors are
prevented from meeting for the purpose of organizing,
that soldiers and sailors who have suffered in the
trenches of the Western front are left penniless on
the streets of New York. All the abuse that the Times
can heap on Larkin does not change the facts of the
case, the facts that America has imposed sentences,
on men and women for expressing their political con-
victions, which far outdo Imperial Germany or Cza-
ist Russia, that gangs of amateur spies have been
turned loose on the country, that men on trial for
political offenses have been hampered in obtaining
the defense that even the bourgeois courts state is
their right.

If the Times dared take these facts into consider-
ation in could not dismiss the subject so easily nor
would it find anything to wonder at that Larkin’s
speech was applauded by over 3,000 citizens of Bos-
ton. We would suggest that the Times ignore these
things which it does not understand, that it pursue
its policy of letting sleeping dogs lie, but in case our
advice falls on deaf ears we would tike to inform
the Times that Larkin is a Socialist, was one of the
founders of the industrial movement in Great Britain
and is the leader of the Irish Transport and General
Workers Union, the largest industrial union in the
world. It naturally follows that he is a Bolshevik, in
as much as he is a part of the movement of which
the Bolsheviki are the express’on in Russia, it also
fotlows that he is in sympathy with the I. W. W,
which is the American expression of the industrial
union movement, but in Ireland he is known as a
Socialist and Labor man and is not affiliated with the
Sinn Fein, which is a purely political movement. The
Irish working class movement sympathizes with Ire-
land’s demand fdr independence and is always found
in the forefront of the fight, but whereas Sinn Fein
aims at the establishment of an Irish Republic, the
Irish Socialist and Labor movement aims at the estab-
hishment of.a Workers Republic in Ireland.

48—54!

AWRENCE, Massachusetts, is a typical New
L England mill town, a town of squalid poverty
and business. prosperity. Silhoutted against the
evening sky it shows the grim outline of tall, unlovely

factory buildings, accompanied by giant chimneys bel-

ching forth smoke, and the long monotonous lines of
tenement buildings. A dirty station pitched in the
midst of the confusion of a railroad freight yard greets
the traveller. An irregular plot of brown lifeless
grass opens into a strest of business bustle, a street
composed of new flashy buildings—the architec-
ture of industrial riches—and gaudy stores, of un-
expected vacant spaces covered with odds and ends
of discarded building material and of tall irregular
telegraph poles.

Stretching away from the common, a plot of grass
and trees of some beauty, runs a long straggling street
offshot with little streets lined with the hidecusly reg-
ular modzrn dwellings of the toilers in industry.
Such is Lawrence, the scene of one of the bitterest
industrial battles of recent years and always the scene
of the grim never-ceasing class struggle. And her
little streets, her wooden dwellings, her broken pave-
ments, her grim factories, her lifeless grass plots are
the scars of that struggle.

W had read in the Boston papers that the class
struggle had again flared in open revolt, that the
strikers were assaulting scabs, that disorder was so
rife that the city fathers, always solicitous of the wel-
fare of their childrea, had bzen forced to import police
from surrounding towns, that mounted police were
riding down the workers on the sidewalks of the city,
that the foreign workers were holding up the town,

so we decided to visit our brethern and see for our-
selves what was happening.

We arrived about noon and found in the main
streets of the town people going about their usual
business. Everything seemed peaceful and no out-
ward signs told of anything unusual, except that we
did observe an unusual number of police ostentati-
ously parading up and down.

Making our way to the headquarters of the st-ikers
we found the Strike Committee engaged in del b
tions presided over by Sam Bramhall, an rl'd-..ne
Socialist rebel of English extraction, a member of the
Carpenters’ Union. The hall was filled with men and
women representing thirty-one nationalities, the dele-
gates from different mills. Business was proceeding
in an ordsrly and systematic manner as we entered.
The doorkeeper, recognizing one of us, informed vur
comrade, Ime Kaplan, that Jim Larkin was in the hall.

A motion was immediately made that the regular
order of business be suspended and that Larkin be
asked to address the delegates. It was carried enthu-
siastically and Larkin stepped forward. He explained
that being in the vicinity he felt it his duty tc come
amongst them and find out what the position was
sc that the outside world of labor might become
acquainted with the details of the struggle, for, need-
less to say, the principle they were fighting for was
accepted by the whole of the international labor move-
ment, namely the right of the worker to dispose of
his own life. He regretted that their imagination had
not carried them as far in the field of practical de-
mands as their fellow workers in other industries.
“You should not only ask for a shorter working day”
he said “but an increased wage and the right to par-
ticipate in the management of the industry.” He
assured them that the eyes of the whole working class
of America was centered on [awrence, but that in
saying this he did not mean to include the so-called
labor leaders. He promised that their story should
get the fullest publicity and the coopzration of the
best minds of the American labor movement. He,
with others, would place themselves unreservedly at
their service.

The writer, when called upon, acting under inst-
ructions from the editorial board of The Revolution-
ary Age, placed the colums of this paper at their dis-
posal and informed the Strike Committee that John
Reed would, if necessary, attend to the publicity. P.
F. Cosgrove, a member of the Marine Firemen's
Union and an active New England Socialist told them
that the keynote of their success was solidarity.

After the session closed we adjourned to the home
of the cesretary of the Strike Committee, Ime Kaplan.
Kaplan, is a young man, a worker in the higher paid
section of the Textile trade whose ability has been
recognized by the Central Labor Union of Lawrence,
which body engaged him to organize the present miove-
ment. He appeared to be a whole-souled enthusjast,
yet with a practical grip of the details of the industry
and possessing a personal knowledge of his fellow
workers and their needs; and, as always follows with
this type of man, a class conscious Socialist concerned
not with his own interest but with the interests and
uplift of his fellows. Of course the usual denunci-
ations are being poured on his head. Assisting the
Strike Committee in a legal way is Tom Connolly, a
Socialist lawyer of Boston, a live wire by all appear-
ances.

Thirty-five thousand men and women are already
on strike, ninety per cent of the mills are closed and
the remainder crippled. The workers are demanding
a fourty-eight hour week and the same pay as they
received for fifty-four hours. Though the employers
claim that they have granted since 1912, an eighty
seven per cent increase on that standard the workers
say that the cost of living has increased in the same
period one hundred and thirty-two per cent. As one
of the Strike Committee put it: “We are textile work-
ers. What do we know of balance sheets and divi-
dends? We know that we can barely pay our grocery
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pills and we have come to the canclusion it is better
to starve idle than to starve working.”

The Strike Committee has issued a statement which
we quote in part as follows:

The textile workers of Lawrence are on strike to
secure a 48 hour week with 54 hour pay. The 8 hour
day has been won by practically all the skilled workers
of the country without a reduction in total wages. It
has been recognized by the National War Labor Board
as an efficiency standard even under the nacessities of
war production. It has resulted in increased production
wherever put into operation under favorable conditions.
Textile workers need the 8 hour day even more than
other workers because their work is mostly onotonous
aachine work. Te accept the 48 hour week without the
54 hour pay would prevent them from earning money
which they sorely need for their families as soon as the
mills become busy enough to need them.

To those who argue that the workers could strike
for higher wages when the mills do become busier, we
answer that the workers will not be in so good a
condition to strike after the period of unemployment
which we are facing, as they are right now. To accept
merely a 48 hour week now, when we are in a strong
position to endure the difficulties of striking, is to use
our strength for nothing and to waste it without secur-
ing a real betterment of our condition.

That the real struggle of the Lawrence workers is a
struggle for a living wages may be realized from the
following facts: The 31st Annual Report of the Sta-

- tistics of Manufactures for Massachusetts reports that
in 1916, 70% of the adult male wage earners in the
cotton industry of the state and 63% of the adult male
wage earners in the woolen industry earned less than
$15 per week and that 5¢4% of these cotton workers and
47% of these woolen workers received less than $13
per week.

Taking the American Woolen Company as a repre-
sentative corporation in the textile industry .and we
have the following facts presented by Amos Pinchot
in his open letter to Claude Kitchin of Aug. 10, 1918,
urging heavier taxes on excess war profits. The pre-
war average annual net earnings (i. = for the years
1911," 1912, 1913) of the American Woolen Co. were
$1,754.793. The net earnings of this company in 1917
are reported as $13,883,156. If we deduct 50% of this
‘total to cover war taxes, contributions and all other
possible war time expenditures, there remains still over
six millions of excess profits which the workers of
Lawrence have helped to produce.

Under these conditions it may readily be seen that
the strike is really a protest against unemployment and
the denial of work to those who need it to buy bread
for their children. Today from s0% to 75% of the
mill workers of Lawrence are idle or on part time with
greatly reduced incomes. Without going into the ques-
tion as to the exact source of the blame for this con-
dition, the fact remains that thousands of workers are
denied the opportunity to sell their labor power, when
the cost of living is unusually high. If we were chattel
slaves, food, clothing, shelter and work would be pro-
vided. As wage earners we are the victims of the most
cruel form of sabotage which modern society can im-
pose. We know that the world needs immense quant-
ities of woolen and cotton goods. We know that the
raw material and the labor is available to produce
these goods. We protest against an economic system
and against economic conditions which allows this kind
of treatment of thé workers. We believe that it is un-
Becessary and we plan to unite the workers of Lawrence
into one large local unjon in order that we may have
the power to win a living wage and the right to be con-

sidered and consulted in the vital affairs of the industry
of which we are a part.

The real cause of the present condition of the
textile workers, from North Carolina te the Canadian
border, is in our opinign, that the organization
functioning in this industry is unsuited to the deve-
lopment of the industry. It might have been suitable
in the early days of the hand loom period but it is not
fitted to cope with the highly centralized factory and
machine production of the present day. The so-called
leaders of the textile unions are one-eyed men in a
kingdom of the blind. They have less than twelve
per cent of the workers in this industry organized,
they have neither capacity or vision and so long as
they can get sufficient dues collected from the brow-
beaten workers to pay their office expenses and pro-
vide them with fat salaries these leaders (moryah)
are perfectly satisfied with the present order of things.

Steps must be taken immediately to get this industry
organized on a proper basis. That is the task facing
the revolutionary working class movement of this
country. The workers are ready. All that is required
are teachers and financial backing. The field is un-

tilled but the harvest will he worthy of the laborers.

A conference should be called in Boston or some
other central point, the militant rebels in the industry
should be invited to (such a conference and plans
should be formulated to take up this essential work.

Comrades who are interested and who can give
themselves or their money for this purpose should
immediately communicate with this paper.

An Open Letter to
Katherine Breshkovskaya

This open letter to Catherine Breshkovskaya. “the
grondmother of the Russian Revolution,” is written
by a Russian woman, - who has already reached an age
when the women of the working class are old, the age
of 57. She has suffered in Russia for opposing the
regime of the Czar. In Russia she was a member of
the working class, in America she still belongs to that
class, and although she is not one of the leaders, still
She knows whereof she speaks.

Breshkovskaya is entitled to her opinion regarding
the Bolsheviki and the Soviet Governmient, but if she
still loves Russia, the Russia for which she suffered,
She must not allow herself to be made a tool of those
interests who would restore the Czar, return the land

to the land barons and the factories to the industrial
barons. :

OME months ago I wrote you an open letter
which was published in the American-Russian
Socialist papers. Many events have happened since
then—Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht—two
of the loftiest of the human species—have been killed
by an irresponsible mob who had been incited to action
by such traitors as Scheidemann, Ebert and their like.
My first letter was written with some hope and
faith in your honesty and intellect. Today, again, you
are being used as a tool by the ambition and power-
craving representatives of Capitalism, in their wild
desire to poison the minds of the American workers
against the grand and glorious Saviet Republic. Hence
I must use more plain language in this letter to you.
I see that you came via Siberia. That means that
the invaders at Vladivostok gave you 3 free hand to
advocate the suppression and mirder.of the majority
of the Russian population—65 per cent of whom are
workers and peasants.

You dare to say that all the lies and slarider of the
Capitalist Press are trve and that even peasants are
killed by “these murderous Bolsheviki.” To explain,
just as the whole humanity is divided into two classes
—the oppressors and the oppressed, so are the Rus-
sian peasants divided into two factions, viz:—the
plain working peasants—the majority—and the s6-
called “fists”—the rural usurers—who are hadted even
worse than the lords. No wonder those “fists” were
killed as they were the “Shylocks” of Russian peas-
antry. Most of the peasants had to buy grain from
Christmas until the next year’s crop was to hand. Hav-
ing no money to pay for same they borrowed the
grain from the local usurers. The peasant debtors
were compelled to guarantee their loan by some do-
cument pledging themselves to return the grain at
extensively high interest or do some work in lieu of
same. For one bushel of rhye a poor woman had to
scythe about one and a half acres in the summertime
or work daily for 14 or 16 hours per day for the
miserable amount of "20c. Of course the usurer charg-
ed for his grain twice as much as the regular dealer
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in the city did. 1 the debtor could not comply with
his pledge then thie “nst” or usurer came with the
policuimen and ilie last poor cow or anything that
might be found in the house was taken away in spite
of the prayers and eryving of the women and children.

Now, Catherine Breshkovskaya, don't you know that

the children of the Russian peasants were dying by
the millions under the age of five years? Don't you
know, old womian, that the babies were fed on rhye
bread which thie mothers chewed with salt, then took
this miasiicated bread and tied it ino a small ray thus
miaking a kind of nipple for the babies to suck and thus
be cnabled to leave tiem o go 1o work in the fields ?
Don’t you know that the Russian peasant mothers
gave hirth 1o dozens of children, and that they crossed
themselves aind thanked God when their babies died,
believings thiat God had ierey with those little things .
and touk them back o bis paradise? You know all
this Cathierine Breshikovskava, bug still you are coming
to Ammeriva and begging tha they send troops over to
Russia to return the lands and factories to the big
Lud-owners and bowrgeuoisic, taking from the mass of
the Russian people what they have produced through
countless ages by the sweat of their brows and under
conditions which meant sacritice of hope, comfort and
even life, amd at Lt adfter comuries of sweating,
bleeding and dying those ignorant, helpless martyrs
of their masters have awakened and have taken cont-
rol of Russia in the interests of the whole of the
people and not for the few parasites who have lived
and enjoyed on the sufiering and agony of the Rus-
sian people.

by first letter | explained o you what is meant
by the class strgggle, It it appears that you have got
so old that you cannet understand,  Oh, you would
winderstaned thongh S0 vou amd your like, Kroputkin,
Pleblamor, el siliers wonlid he comipelled like y-
seliy 1o von Bike niad when | hear the factory whistle
betng afvaid that T onight e oy job 6f | should)
Lappen to be Laes Vou too conbld understand like my-
sebb o woman of g7 vears il (o be able 1o merely
exist b live 1o bog frons the owner the privilege of
scling my - fabor power at so much per day, crawl
and evinge for the opportunity 10 work or 1 must
starve. You old Blind people would understand if
you hal 1o dye your hair and paint your cheeks and
deck out yeur body dor the sake of carning your
daily bread, as the old folks in America have to do.
They must have a job or starve and to be able to be
exploited by some “kind-hearted” master they must
look youthiul and cnsure to the master that they can
stand the terrible grind of industrialism. But you
Madame Breshkovskava have suiceessfully evaded the
ranks of the proletarians and been always able to
get enouglh money for your adventures, even to these
last days when you are well subsidized by reactionary
forees to enable you to reach Awmerica and poison the
winds of the peaple with your sobbing and crying—
a clever actress playing her last game.

But what is the use of such hypoerisy # ‘The masters
of the world are using you to gain their ends. The
overthrow of (he Soviet administration in  Russia
weans the introduction of Capitalism in its stead and

the horrors, and slums, amd the filth and disease which
arc its concomitants.

However your sobhing and crying and appeals can-
not stem tiie tide of Social evolution. It is now simply
a question between the capitalists of the world and the
workers. The former are desirous of intervention in
Russia so that they can draw big dividends from
their iuvested capital, the latter, the workers, must
oppose them ii they wish to survive as a happy and
healthy people.

The international working class stands in your way.
Mark you! The workers of the whole world are real-
izing that they have to do just the same as was done
in Russia, that is—take all that they have produced
during centurics and therefore belongs to them and
them only, and then force the parasites and usurers,
your friends, to go to work or 1o die. What is useless
and rotten must vanish—this law of nature you ought
to know, you intellectual servants of parasites.

Mary Nicotacrs.
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Manifesto and Program of the Left }

Introduction

"YHE members of the Socialist Party of America
are entitled to an explanation for the issuance
" of this-pamphlet.by the Left Wing Group.

Firat of all, be it understood, we are not a secessioa-
ot movement, nor do we contemplate ‘splitting the
party. We are a very active and growing section of
the Socialist Party which is attempting to reach the
rank and file with our urgent message over the heads

of the powers that be, who, through inertia or a lack.

of vision, cannot see the necessity for a critical ana-
lysis of the party’s policies and tactics.

The daily press is closed to us; therefore we cannot
adéquately present our side of the case.

In the various discussions that arise wherever party
members or delegates assemble, both sides grow too
heated fer calm, dispassionate judgment.

Therefore we have decided to issue our Manifesto
and Program in pamphlet form, so that the rank and

0%y read and judge our case on its merits.

Wmrades—and this is addressed exclusively to

wthers of the party—the situation is such that a

€aty] study of our position is absolutely imperative.

Nak come to you, the court of last resort, for

1 fment.

of

Manifesto

Prior to August, 1914, the nations of the world
Vved on a volcano. Violent eruptions from time to
me gave warning of the cataclysm to come, but the
‘plomats and statesmen managed to localize the out-
‘eaks, and the masses, slightly aroused, sank back

to their accustomed lethargy with doubts and mis-
ivings, and the subterranean fires continued to
smoulder. Surely, the people reasoned, no one would
or 0o mad as to precipitate a world war!

Besides, they trusted blindly—some in their states-
ezen, some in the cohesive power of Christian ty, their

siinon religion, and some in the growing strength

. the international Socialist movement. Had not the

rerman Social Democracy exchanged dramatic tele-
grams with the French Soclalist Party, each pledging
self not to fight in case their governments declared
ar on gach other? A general strike of workers led

+ these determined Socialists would quickly bring

e government to their snses!

So the workers reasoned, until the thunder-clap of

:rajevo and Austria’s ultimatum to Serbia. Then,

ddenly, the storm broke. Mob:lization everywhere.

sclarations of war. In three or four days Europe
wis in arms.

The present structiire of society—Capitalism—with
its pretensions to democracy on the one hand, and its
commercial rivalries, armament rings and standing
armies on the other, all based on the explotation of
the working class and the division of the loot, was
cast into the furnace of the war. Two things only
~ could issue from the flames: either international capi-
talist control, through a League of Nations, or Social
Revolution and the dictatorship of the prolctariat. Doth
of these forms are today contending for world-power.

The Social Democracies of Europe, unable to meet
the crisis, were themselves hurled into the conflag-
_ ration, to be tempered or consumed by it.

The collapse of the Second International

At first the question which agitated Socialists” minds
3l over the world was: why have they failed? All
sorts of extenuating circumstances were pleaded in
their behalf—“defensive war,” and “a low type of
civilization menaces a higher type,” and “Socialism
must fight on the side ~f democracy.” and “Socialism
‘e not free from the virus of natiomalism.” All these
sxcuses equally begged the question.

We know that great mass-demonstraiions were held
in_every European country by Socialists protesting
against their governments’ declarations of war, and
mobilization for war. And we know too thar these
dgemonstrations were suddenly rendered imjpotent by
the comnlete surrender of the Socialist parl:amentary

-4 ud the official Socialist press. Why the sud-

den change of front? Why did the Socialist leaders
in the parliaments ¢ t::e future belligerents vote the
war credits? Why «id the official Socialist press in
Germany, France, Iizly, Belgium, etc. suddenly re-
verse its position and call for resistance to the in-
vader? In short, why did the dominant Socialists sup-
port their governments?
We shall attempt to answer these questions.

The Development of “Modern Socialism™

In the latter part of the nineteenth century, the So-
cial Democracies of Europe set out to “legislate Capi-
talism out of office.” The class struzgle was to be
won in the capitalist legislatures. Step by step con-
cessions were to be wrested from the state; the work-
ing class and the Soc’alist parties were to be strength-
ened by means of “constructive” reforms and social
legislation; each concession would act as a rung in
the ladder of Social Revolution, upon which the work-
ers could climb step by step, until finalfy; some bright
sunny morning, the peoples would awake to find the
Cooperative Commonwealth functioning without dis-
order, confusion or hitch on the ruins of the capitalist
state.

But what happened? When a few legislative seats
had -been captured, the thunderous denunciations of
the Socialist legislators suddenly ceased. No more
were the parliaments used as platforms from which
the challenge of militant Socialism was flung to all
corners of Europe. Another era had set in, the era
of “constructive” soc’al reform legislation. All powers
to shape the policies and tactics of the Socialist parties
were entrusted to the parliamentary leaders. And
these lost sight of -Social'sm’s original purpose; their
goal became two-fold—“constructive reforms” and
Cabinet portfolios, of the neans to an end they made
an end in itself. Moderate Sccialism, in the hands of
these parliamentary leaders, was now ready to share
responsibility with the bourgeoisie in the control of
the capitalist state, even to the extent of defending
the bourgeoisie against the tworking class—as for in-
stance during the first Briand Ministry in France,
when the official party press was opened to a defense
of the shocting of striking railway-workers at the
order of the Socialist-Bourgeois Coalition Cabinet.

“Sausage Socialism”

This situation was brought about by mixing pure
scientific Socialism with bourgeois reforms and the
democratic cant of the eighteenth century. The result
was what Rosa Luxemburg called “sausage Social-
ism.” The Socialist parliamentarians forgot that a
chain is no stronger than its weakest link. They em-
phasized petty bourgeois social reformism in order
to attract tradesmen, shop-keepers and members of
the professions, and of course the latter flocked to
the Socialist movement in great numbers, seeking
relef from the constant grinding between corporate
capital and awakening labor.

The Socialist organizations actively competed for
votes, on the basis of social reforms, with the bour-
zeois liberal political parties. And so they catered to
the ignorance and prejudices of the workers, trading
promises of immediate reforms for votes.

Dominant “moderate Socialism” forgot the teach-
ings of the founders of scientific Socialism, forgot
its function as a prolctarian movement—"the most
resoliute and advanced section of the working class
parties”’— and permitie:d the bourgeois and self-seek-
ing trade-union clement to shape its policies and tac-
tics.

This was the condition in which the Social Demo-
cracics of Furope found themselves at the outbreak
of war in 191y, Demoralized and confused by the
cross-currents within their own parties, vacillating
and compromising with the bourgeois state, they fell
an casy prey to social-patriotism and nationalism.

This is the explanation of the failure of the Socialist
movements of Furnapc in the crisis of 1014.

Sparticides and Bolsheviki

Dut revolutionary Socialism was not destined to
lie inert for long. In Germany, Karl Liebknecht,

Franz Mehring, Rosa Luxemburg and Clara Zetkin
organized the Spartacus Group. But their voiccs were
drowned in the roar of cannon and the shrieks of the
dying and the maimed.

Russia, however, was to be the first buttle-grour.
where “moderate” and revolutionary Socialism cam
to grips for the mastery of the state, The break Jc
of the corrupt, bureaucratic Czarist regime opent
the flood-gates of Revolution. Centuries of oppressio
had paved the way. ’

Three main contending parties attempted to rid:
into power on the revolutionary tide: the Cadets, th.
“moderate . Socialists”—Menshev ki and Social Rev
olutionists—and the revolutionary Socialists—the
Bolsheviki. The Cadets were first to be swept intc
power; but they tried to stem the still rising flooc
with a few abstract political ideals, and werc sou
carried away. The soldiers, workers and peasant:
could no longer be fooled by phrases. The Menche
viki and Social Revolutionaries succeeded the Ca
And now came the crucial test; would they, in ac.
with Marxian teachings make themselves the ru.
class and sweep away the old conditions of product
and thus prepare the way for the Cooperative Con
monwealth? Or would they tinker with the old ma
chinery and try to foist it on the inasses as some:hi~
just as good?

They did the_latter, and pro'ved for all time tha
“moderate Socialism” cannot be trusted.

The Socialists began to understand why dom
“moderate Socialism” had broken down. “Mod:ra.
Soclalism” was not prepared to seize the power f
the workers during a revolution. “Moderate Soci.
ism” had a rigid formula—" ‘Constructive’ cociai
reform legislation within the captalist state;’ an-
to that formula it.clung. It believed that bou-gem
democracy could be used as a means of construc
the Socialist order; therefore it must wait until .
rreople, through a Constituent \ssembly, should 1
Socialism into existence. And in the meantine,
held that there must be established a Government ¢
Coalit'on with the enemy, the bourgeoisie. As il
with all the means of controlling public opinion - th
hands of the bourgeoisie, a Constituent Assak
could or would ever vote the Socialists into pc.wer

Revolutionary Socalists hold, with the founders ¢
scientific Socialism, that there are two doinina
classes in society—the bourgeoisie and the proletaria
that between these two classes a strugglz must gu o
until the working class, through the seizure of 1l
instruments of p oduction and distribution, the ak
lition of the capitalist state, and the establishn ent
the dictatorship of the proletariat, creates a Social’
order, Revolutionary Socialists do not prcpose
wait until the vast majority of the people vote the:
into power ; but, “if the prolctariat during its strugg’
with the bourgeoisie is compelled, by force of cicu,
stances, to organise itself as a class; if, by mcaxs ¢
a revolution, it makes itself the ruling class, a1d 12
stch sweeps away by force the old conditions of pre
auction; then it will, along with these conditions, ka~
swept away the conditions for the existcnce of clas.
antagonisms, and of classes generally, and will there
by have.abol'shed its own supremacy as a class”

Marx and Engels clearly explain the funition of
the Socialist movement. It is the “moderate Socizal-
ists,” through intellectual gymnastics, evasions, mis-
quotations and the tearing of sentences and phrase:
from the'r context, who make Marx and Engel:s spon:
sors for their perverted version of Socialism.

Problems of American Socialism

At the present moment the Socialist Party of Anw
rica is agitated by several cross-currents, some loc:
in their character, and some a reflex of cleveages 'v* '
in the European Socialist movements. Many sce it
internal dissension merely an unimportant diffe
of opinion, or at most, dissatisfaction with the ¢
of the party. and the desire to replace those wh-
misused it with better men.

We, however, maintain that there is a fundar
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distinction in views concerning party policies and
tactics. And we belicve that this differcnce is so vast
taat {rum our standpoint a radical change in party
policics and tactics is necessary,

This essential task is being shirked by our party
leaders and officials generally, In view of the im-
pending change in thetactics of organized labor in
this country, we must hurry to readjust the Socialist
irovement to the ncw conditions or find ourselves
left behind by the march of events.

Alrcady there is formidable industrial unrest, a
sccthing ferment of discontent, cvidenced by inar-
ticulate rumblings which presage striking occurrences.
The transformation of industry from a war to a

peace basis has thoroughly disorganized the economic

structure. Thousands upon thousands of workers are
heing thrown out of work. Demobilized sailors and
soldicrs find themsclves a drug on the labor market,
unless they act. as scabs and strike-breakers. Skilled
mechanics, fighting desperately to maintain their war-
wage and their industrial status, are forced to strike.
Women, who during the war have been welcomed
into industrics hitherto closed to them, are struggling:
to keep their jobs. And to cap the climax, the capi-
talists, through their Chambers of Commerce and
their Merchants' and Manufacturers’ Associations,
have resolved to take advantage of the situation to
break down cven the inadequate organizations labor
has built up through generations of painful struggle.

The temper of the workers and the soldicrs, after
the sacrifices they have made in the war, is such that
they will not endure the reactionary labor cond.tions
s, openly advocated by the master-class. A series of
labor struggles is bound to follow—indeed, is begin-
ning now. Shall the Socialist Party continue to feed
the workers with social reform legislation at this
critical period? Shall it approach the whole (uestion
from the standpoint of votes and the clection of re-
presentatives tq the legislature? Shall it emphasize
the consumer's point of view, when Socialist prin-
ciples teach that the worker is robbed at the point of
production > Shall it talk about Cost of Living and tax-
ation, when it should be explaining how the worker is
robbed at his job?

There arc many signs of the awakening of Labor.
The organized Trade Unions, against the dcfinite
commands of their lcaders, are resorting to inde-
pendent political action, in an effort to conscrve what
they have won and wrest new concessions from the
master-class. What shall be our attitude toward the
awakening workers? -

On the basis of the class struggle we shall go
among them, impregnating them with revolutionary
Socialism; we shall tcach them solidarity; we shall
teach them class-consciousness; we shall teach them
the hopelessness of social reform: we shall- teach
them the meaning of Revolution. And the industrial
unrest. the fcrment of discontent, will compel them
to listen!

Capitalist Imperialism

Among the many problems immediately confronting
:s are those new questions springing from Capitalist-
Imperialism, the final and decisive stage of Capitalism.
How shall the Socialist Party meet these problems?

Imperialism is that stage of Capitalism in which the

accumulated capital or surplus of a nation is too
great for the home market to reinvest or absorb. The
‘ncreased productivity of the working class, due to
mproved machinery and cfficiency methods, and the
mere subsistence wage which permits the worker to
suy back only a small portion of what he produces,
auses an ever-increasing accumulation of commodi-
ies, which in turn become capital and must be in-
vested in further production. When Capitalism has
reached the stage in which it imports raw matcnn.ls
.'rom undeveloped countries and exports them again
in the shape of manufactured products, it has reached
its highest development.

This process is universal. Foreign markets, spheres
of infiuence and protectorates, under the intensive
development of capitalist industry and finance in turn

become highly developed. They, too, scck for markets.
National capitalist control, to save itselfl from ruin,
breaks its national bonds and cmerges full-grown as
a capitalist League of Nations, with international
armies and navies to maintain its supremacy.

The new situation the Socialist Party must meet.
From now on the United States will no longer hold
itself aloof, isolated and provincial. It is rcaching
out for new markets, new zones of influence, new pro-
tectorates; not alone, and not in compet.tion with
other capitalist nations, but in cooperation with them.
They will divide the world among them. And the
Lcague of Nations will be the instrumcent through
which they will work.

The master-class of America will soon attempt to
usc organized labor for its imperialistic purpuses. iut
a restless and discontented working class caunot pile
:p profits. Therefore in this couniry we may soon
expect the master-class, in true Bismarkian {ashion,
to grant factory laws, medical laws, oll-agze pensions,
unemployment insurance, sick benefits, and the whole
category of bourgeois rcforms, so that the workers
may be kept physically and mentally fit to produce the
greatest profits at the greatest speed.

Dangers to American Socialism

There is danger that the Socialist Party of Amcerica
might male use of these purely bourgeois reforms to
attract the workers' votes, by claiming that they are
victorics for Socialism, and that they have heen won
by Socialist pelitical action ; when, as a matter of fact,
the object of these master-class measurcs is to pre-
vent the growing class-consciousness of the workers,
and to divert them from their revolutionary aim. By
agitating for these reforms, thercfore, the Socialist
Party would be playing into the hands of our Ame-
rican imperialists.

On the basis of the class struggle, then, the Social-
ist Party of Amecrica must reorganize iiseli—must
prepare to come to grips with the master-class during
the difficult period of capitalist readjustment new
going on. This it can do only by teaching the working
class the truth about present-day conditions: it must
preach revolutionary industrial unionism, and urge
the workers to turn their craft unions into indusirial
unions, the only form of labor organization which
can cope with the power of great modern azgregations
of capital. It must carry on its political campaizns.
not mercly as mcans of electing officials to political
office, as in the past, but as a ycar-around educational
campaign to arouse the workers to class conscious
economic and political action, and to keep alive the
burning idcal of revolution in the hearts of the people.

For New Policies and Tactics

We believe that the time has come for the Socialist
Party of America to adopt the following course of
action: to throw off its parliamentary opporiunism
and to stand squarely behind the Soviet Republic of
Kussia, the Spartacus Group in Germany, and the
revolutionary working class movement in Jiurope.

Thus it will be ready when the hour strikes in this-

country—and it will strike soon—to take the leader-
ship of the revolutionary proletariat in its struggle
with the capitalist class, instead of abstructing its
path with the palliative of parliamentary re forms and
lead the workers forward to the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the final phase of the class struggle, neces-
sary to the ushering in of the Cooperative Common-
wealth.
Political Action

Realizing that the vital difference between revolu-
tionary Socialism and “moderate Socialism™ lics ia
their varying conceptions of political action, ani real-
lizing too that on this point revolutionary Sccalists
are most misunderstood and misrepresenied, we ap-
pend a detailed explanation of the scientific Socialist
conception of pol:tical action.

Since we assert with Marx, that “the cluss struggle
is essentially a political struggle” we can only accept
bis own oft repeated interpretation of that phrase.
The clase struggle, whether it manifest itself on the

industrial field or in the direct struggle for wovern-
mental control, is essentially a struggle for the capture
and destruction of the capitalist political state, This
is a political act. In this broader view of the term
“political,” Marx includes revolutionary industrial
action. In other words, the objective of Socialist in-
dustrial action is also “political,” in the sense that it
aims to undermine the state, which "is nothing less
than a machine for the oppression of one cluss by
another and that no less so in a democratic repuliic
than under @ monarchy.”

Participation in Elections

Pol.tical action is ‘also and more gencrally used to
refer to participation in election campaigns for the im-
mediate purpose of capturing legislative scats. In this
scnse also we urge the use of political action as a
revolutionary weapon.

But hoth in the nature and the purpose of this {orm
of political action, revolutionary Sacialism and “mw-
derate Socialism” are completely at odds.

\Ve contend that such political action is a valuable
means of propaganda; and further, that the. capture
of legislative seats is an effective means ol capturing
the political state, but—and here is the viial puint for
the “moderate Socialist” goes no further—we hold
that this capture of the political state is merely fof the
purpose of destroying it. The mature oie Socialist
rarliamentary activity should be purely destructive.

“Moderate Socialism” aims to “simply lay hold of
the ready-made machinery and wicld it for its own
purposes”—the attainment of Secialisni. And so the
“modcrate” falls into the error of belicving that par-
liamentary activity js constructive~—that he can even-

“tually icgislate Socialism into existence.

This crror lcads to two dangerous practices: (1),
riaking parliamentary activity an cnd in itselis and
{ 2). making cssentially destructive polit'cal action the
inctrument for constructing the Socialist order. To
svoid these dangers, and to strengthen Labor's poli-
tical arm, the Socialist ballot must be supported by
the might of “the industrial organization of the wwork-
g class” Only the economic organization of the
working class can build the new sacicty within the
frame of the old.

Revolationary Industrial Unionism
“Moderate Socialism” constantly overlooks  this
fact.  We must continually remind the working class
that Labor's €conomic organizations are nalurally the
school for Socialism. All political fartics. aid sith-
out exception, schatever thelr complexion uay be,
swarm up the scorking class only for a scason. {rausi-
terily.
Only through his industrial organizativn can the
worker reccive training in the control of production.
t is by means of this weapon that the working class
will eventually take over and hold ihe mines, mills
and factorics, not for the purpose of destroying them
but for their permanent control and development.
Thus, the only thing worth taking from capiialist
society and keeping the highly developed means of
production and distribution—will be won ior the work-
ing class by its Revolutionary Economic Crganization.
lecause of its constructive nature, our Fconomic
Arm, unlike our Political Arm, may take "a lule at
a time.” Our economic movement ix net unlike a
siilitary movement. All means are used to win & war
-—infantry attacks, heavy and Lgit artillery, hom
bardments, sieges, and guerilla fightingz, In the in-
dustrial struggle the working class employs strikes,
hoycotts and the like. The political movement, how-
ever, has for its object only tiie storming i the paliti-
cal citadel of capitalist tyranny : therefore the Pulitical -
Arm cannot compromise. Cur political movement
should be the essence and incarnation of eur revolu-
tionary aim. With Licbknccht we say. “To parliz-
mentarize is to compromise, to log-ruil. 0 sell out.”
Syndicalism and Parliamentarism

Ia eharacteristic utopian fashion the Syndicalisie
(Continusd on page 6.)
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The Chicago Communist Propaganda League

GROUP of Socialist party officials and active

party members came together for consultation

as to ways and means for giving. the American
Socialist movement a revolutienary character, in har-
mony with all the significance of November 7th, the
irost glorious date in all history. At the hour of that
little meeting bedlam reigned in the streets of Chicago
by pemature celebration of peace. The calling of
this meeting during the mass tumult of November 7th
is prophetic of the revolutionary vision which brought
these comrades together. On that day the seething
proletariat ruled Chicago by sheer force of numbers.
One thing alone was needed to give this mass expres-
sion identity with the proletarian uprisings of Europe
—one thing: the revolutionary idea!

The Communist Propaganda League is an organi-
zation for the propagation of the revolutionary idea.
The civilization of tomorrow is with the unorganized
masses who greeted the news of peace and revolution
in Germany with what may safely be described as the
greatest spontaneous expression of mass sentment
ever witnessed in America. To give direction and in-
spiration to the advancing and irresistible army of the
proletariat is the mission to which this League is de-
dicated.

PROGRAM

We speak as members of the Socialist Party to
other Socialists, primarily in the interests of the party
itself, fundamentally in the interest of a truly revolu-
tionary proletarian movement in the United States

Those who have organized this League, in common
with like-minded Socialists throughout the country,
are imbued with the thought that the Socialist Party,
as it at present functions, falls short of its possibilities
in giving leadership and unity to the revolutionary
proletarian elements in the United States.

There are certain well-defined lines of criticism of
Socialist Party tactics and principles which have long
been familiar to all thoughtful American Socialists:
that the party proceeds on a too narrow understand.ng
of political action for a party of revolution; that its
programs and platforms have been reformist and petty

bourgeois in character, instead of being defimtely
directed toward the goal of social revolution; that the
party has failed to achieve unity with the revolutionary
movement on the industrial field; that the party
organization of itself is too cumbersome for quick
response to new situations and opportunities for pro-
paganda ; that the stand against proletarian participa-
tion in imperialistic wars has not gone the full length
of its own logic; that there has been compromising
reservation in accepting the international leadership of
the Bolsheviki of Russia ; and, generally that the modes

of Socialist functioning have not taken sufficiently
into account the mass action of the proletariat which
alone can bring revolution, but instead there has been
blind reliance on balloting and pure parliamentarism
as the weapons of revolution—a reliance which the
experience of the past two years makes particularly
empty.

Converting these different criticisms into affirmative
propositions, we present the following program as the
immediate basis of our activities: .

1. Alliance and cooperation only with revolution-
ary Socialist and labor elements in international
affairs, such as the Communist Party (Bolsheviki)
of Russia.

2. Socialist propaganda only on the basis of the

Oral Note

The Plenipontentiary of the Russian Socialist Federated
Soviet Repuvlic to the German Ministry of Foreign Afuirs.

Below we reprint from the “Pravda” as an extremely
curious historical document, the “oral note"” of the repre-
Sentatives of the Russian Soviet government, which was ad-
dressed to the “Imperial government of Germany” a short
time (about two weeks) before the German revolution,

HE plenipotentiary representation of the Rus-
T sian Socjalist Federated Soviet Republic res-
pectfully submits to the ministry of Foreign Affairs
the following:

“Repeatedly the attention of the plenipotentiary
representatives has been called to the desirability of
publishing in a German translation the decrees and
the most important laws of the Soviet Republic. This
caused the plenipotentiary representatives of the Rus-
sian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic to undertake
the publ.cation of the laws of the Soviet Republic in
German. Representatives of the ministry of Foreign
Affairs were informed of this intention, and it was
approved by them. Through the ministry of Foreign
Affairs was received the paper necessary for the pub-
lication. The translation is already being printed in
the Pass and Garleb printing, Berlin, W., 57 Bulow
Strasse, 66.

“Yesterday two officials of the criminal police came
to the printing plant and demanded, on the basis of the
decision of the chief command of the district, the arrest
of everything that has already been printed and the
destruction of the composition. The printers declared
that they have guaranteed that the printing of this
matter will be stopped, and. the criminal police merely
sealed and locked up all the printed and set up ma-
terial.”

Bringing this to the attention of the ministry of
Foreign affairs, the plenipotentiary mission requests
it to take appropriate steps and to inform the mission
of the results.

revolutionary class struggle; a Socialist movement
built only on revolutionary proletarian adherents. A:
end of petty bourgeois reformism as the basis of So-
cialist Party activity.

3. Party policies and platforms free from hypo
crisies and “planks” to catch votes; platforms only as
statements of revolutionary aims.

4. Furtherance of such changes in political forms
as aré in line with the needs of proletarian-controlled
industries, not of political changes based on bourgeois
“democracy.”

5. Identification of the Socialist Party with class-
conscious industrial unionism.

6. Unity of all kinds of proletarian action and
trotest forming part of the revolutionary class strug-
gle. Political action to include political strikes an
demonstrations, and to be in coeperation with indus*
rial mass action.

7. No compromising with any groups not inher-
ently committed to the revolutionary class struggle,
fuch as Labor parties, People’s Council, Non-partisan
Leagues, Municipal Ownership Leagues, and the like.

8. The proletariat to be organized to oppose all
wars of imperialism, though declared for “defense of
country” or for “demoracy”, and to carry this oppo-
sition to the extent of refusal of service under con-
scription, and to general strikes. The workers
engage only in wars of proletarian revolution and i
wars to repel attacks against proletarian governments

9. A sense of realism as to the limited possibilitie
of the ballot as a weapon of revolution or fights for
“justice” in capitalist courts, and dependence prima-
rily on mass power and the mass action of the pro
letariat.

10. Centralized party organization, corresponding
to the highly centralized imperialist control to te
overthrown,

a. Organization for quick action and immedi-
ate response to new situations by having a
National Executive Committee composed of
paid party officials and propagandists with
offices in the National Headquarters.

b. Definite and easy control by the party mem-
bership of all party officials.

c. Control by the party organization of all So-
cialists elected to public offices.

d. Control by the party membership, through the
regular executive committecs, of all offi..al
party publications; not by independent special
committees of trustees.

e. Establishment of a Central Lecture Bureau,
and of a Press and Information Bureau.

f. Standardization of party platforms, propa-
ganda, dues, and methods of organization.

Manifesto and Program of the Left Wing of the American Socialist Movement

forget that the Social Revolution must in part grow
“within the capitalist shell.” They forget that the
state, the engine of oppression employed by the ca-
pitalist class, must be destroyed through capture by
the working class.

In equally characteristic utopian fashion, the “mo-
derate Socialist,” with his pure and simple parlia-
mentarism forgets that “because of its destructive
obfject and because of its structure, which is arb’trary
ond determined by geographical lines, the Political
Arm of Labor cannot be used as a means of taking
away from the capitalists and holding for the working-
men the means of production.”

Thus the utopian Syndicalist fails to ‘utilize the
political weapon; and the 20th Century Utopian So-
cialist misuses the political weapon and fails alto-
gether to utilize the industrial weapon.

A combination of these two methods is necessary
10 the revolutionary Socialist movement, and this com-
bination the Left Wing intends to effect.

Program
1. Wae stand for a uniform declaration of prin-
eiples in all party platforms both local and national

(Continued from page five)
and the abolition of all social reform planks now con-
tained in them.

2. The party must teach, propagate and agitate
exclusively for the overthrow of Capitalism, and ‘the
establishment of Socialism through a Proletarian Dic-
tatorship.

3. The Socialist candidates elected to office shall
adhere strictly to the above provisions.

4. Realizing that a political party cannot reorgan-
ize and reconstruct the industrial organizations of the
working class and that that is the task of the econo-
mic organizations themselves, we demand that the
party assist this process of reorganization by a pro-
paganda for revolutionary and industrial unionism
as part of its general activities. Ve believe it is the
mission of the Socialist movement to encourage and
assist the proletariat to adopt newer and more cffect-
ive forms of organization and to stir it into newer
and more revolutionary modes of action.

5. We demand that the official party press be
party owned and controlied.

6. We demand that officially recognized educa-
tional institutions be party owned and controlled.

7. We demand that the party discard its obselete
literature and publish new literature in keeping with
the policies and tactics above mentioned.

Immediate Demands

1. We demand that the National Executive Com-
mittee call an immediate emergency national con-
vention for the purpose or reorganizing party policies
and tactics to meet the present crisis.

2. We demand that the American Socialist Party
shall not participate in the proposed Lauzanne Con-
«ference engineered by “moderate Socialists” and so-
cial patriots.

3. We demand that the Socialist Party of America
issue a call for an international congress of thos~
groups of the Socialist movement that participatc -~
both in the Zimmerwald Confercnce in Septembe
1015, and the Kienthal Conference in 1916, and tho
aroups that are in agreement with them today.

4. We demand the unequivocal cndarsement
the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic,

5. We demand the unequivocal indorsement of *
Spartacus Group of Germany,

6. We demand the unequivocal endorsement of
Left \Ving movements of Europe.

o M
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URING my eleven year’s service under the
D Foreign Office in parts ranging from the Equat-

or to the Arctic Circle, I have seen how the
direction of foreign affairs is the close preserve of an
exclusive class bureaucracy‘_; and how matters vitally
affecting international relations are decided by officials,
often of minor rank, who, for the most part, have
no first-hand knowledge of the countries on whick
they are ¢xperimenting, and who ignore, if they do
not actually resent, any suggestions or advice from
“outsiders” who happen to possess such knowledge.
The plea of “State Secrecy” is used by this bureau-
cracy to conceal its blunders, which often involve
the lives of thousands of the people. Our diplomatic
representation abroad is also the exclusive preserve of
a caste, the members of which in most cases do not
even speak the language of the country in which they
reside, and who gather their knowledge within the four
walls of their Chancellories or in the Court or aristo-
cratic circles which they exclusively frequent.

In my three years’ service as British Consul at
Archangel during the war, T have seen the money of
the British taxpayer squandered with the most cynical
indifference by a similar bureaucracy established by
other departments.

The British Government played a dirty; double game
with the Soviet Government in Russia. First they
gave a solemn assurance, which was published over
my name in the Archangel .Press, that they had no
annexationist intentions and that they would not in-
terfere in the internal affairs of Russia. This was
accepted by myself and by every man who read it,
and who was not concerned with the niceties of dip-
lomatic quibbling, as meaning that the British Gov-
ernment intended no military action against the Soviet
Government. Then they stabbed that Government in
the back by forcing a landing of Allied troops at
Archangel under a specious pretext.

So far from the Soviet Government having violated
the sanctity of the British Embassy at Petrograd, the
Embassy no longer existed, as its personnel had igno-
miniously fled the country some months previously,
and official representatives of the British Admirality
and War Office were abusing diplomatic privilege—to
which, in fact, they had no claim—to organize, in
conjunction with Russian counter-revolutionaries,
under cover of the Embassy building, a plot to over-
throw the Soviet de facto authorities in Archangel
and elsewhere.

Britain and Russia

By Douglas Young

[Mr. Young, as the British Consul, was in sole charge
of British snterests in Archangel from December,
1917, until the military occupation om August 2,
1918.]

The British Government having completely failed
to understand the cause and significance of the Rus-
sian Revolution and the ideals and aims of the Soviet
Government, proceeded to suppress any news or any
expression of opinion which did not coincide with
their preconceived ideas, and was therefore calculated
to expose that blunder; and, further, they proceeded
to misrepresent and blacken every action of the Soviet
Government, giving either deliberately untrue or eva-
sive replies to the few indenendent members of all
parties who have tried by questions in Parliament to
extract the truth, thovgh there is, of course, always
the nossibility that Ministers have not been allowed
by their officials to know what was going on.

The Archangel expedition, considered only as a
military enterprise, and apart from questions of mor-
alty or political expediency, is already admitted even
by its militarist sponsors to be an even greater fiasco
than micht have been anticipated. Tt is actuallv in
danger of being thrown out into the White Sea. leav-
ine the civil ponvlation of Archangel to the venveance
of the Bolsheviks. And this failure is due primarily
‘to the fact that our naive authorities erossly under-
estimated not onlv the moral force but also the military
power of the Soviet Government, apnarently helieving
that in its stfonchold at Moscow, 700 miles from
Archangel, the walls of Bolshevism would fall to the
ground at the approach from the White Sea of a
few “brass-hats” and a nondescript force of a few
hundred men “scraved together.”

I have seen in Archancel a British general acting
‘toward the Russian ponvlation in their own country
as desnotically as any Czar and conductine himself
2s seandalonsly as any of the Russian generals of
the old reoime who were a crmmon snhisct of super-
ior criticism on the nart of Britich residents in Russia.
One can onlv conclude from this that the war aoatnst
Prucsian militariem has created a Whitehall! militar-
ism little better than the Potsdam varietv, and a Brit-
ish hureaucracv perhans less corrunt, but hardly less
incompetent than that of St. Petersburg.

1Whitatall ie the dieteict in Tandon where the Reitish War
Office. Admimlty, Fnoreign Office. ‘etc. are situated.

I hate “Bolshevism”—a product of reaction work-
ing upon national war-weariness and popular dis-
content. But I am convinced that the policy or ab-
sence of policy—of the British Government as regards
Russia is responsible for having strengthened “Bol-
shevism” by forcing the Soviet Government to adopt
cruel and inexcusable measures for its self-preserv-
ation, and incidentally for placing Russia still more
under the heel of Germany and for slamming the
door in Russia in our own faces against British pol-
itical and commercial influence in that country. I be-
lieve that Bolshevik propaganda has had as much to
do with the sudden collapse of Germany as our mili-
tary operations. And‘I am afraid that, at the moment
the most urgent problems of domestic reconstruction
are awaiting settlement at home, we shall fritter away
our strength and resource in a vain attempt to restore
order in the Russian Colossus; and that if we do this
we shall sooner or later provoke an outbreak of Bol-
shevism in the United Kingdom, thus realising the
aim of the extreme Russian Bolsheviks of spreading
their ideas throughout Western Europe.

Russia cannot be invaded and conquered by a few
thousand men. The distances are enormous: the dif-
ficulties are great: the Bolsheviki are strong and are
growing stronger. It is not a question of “restoring
order” in Murman or the Crimea. It is a question at
least of penetrating to Moscow. That means war on
a laree scale—it may be years of war. It means the.
sacrifice of thousands of lives and millions of money,
with heaven knows what purpose or result. There
cannot be limited intervention. If it continues it must
be on a large scale—with all the consequences that
implies.

There is another alternative. I believe that if a
delegation, comnosed not of bureancrats or militarists
but of broad-minded representatives of all British
political parties, were to meet a Soviet delegation in
a nentral country an understanding might be swiftly
réached after a few hours’ deliberation. And T believe
that that understanding micht be acceptable alike to
ovr extreme Socialists and to British capitalists whose
sole interests in Russia seem to be to get their money
back and to secure a field for making more.

M. Litvinoff is reported to be in Stockholm offering
to open negatiations. It is for Bntish public opinion
to see that the opportunity for retrieving a ghastly
blunder and for removing a stain on our national
honor is not missed.

The Height of Impudence

Place—Lawrence, Mass., February sth, the Year

of Cur Lord 1919.
Personge—Peter Carr, City Commissioner and
one hundred thousand citizens—mostly

wage-slaves,
S'l’RIKE of thirty--five thousand of the wage slaves

to demand the same monotenous conditions of
existencs, same miserable housing conditions, same
beggarly mess of pottage, same sense destroying mov-
ing pictures, same character destroying pool parlors
andsaloons, same tin chapel bell ringing and attendance
thereat, same old drab, soul-destroying hymn singing,
pulpit punching, me:zk and humble, obey your masters,
praise the lord, order yourselves humbly before your
betters, order of things, with this one exception that
these daring rebels on strike who comprise 31 different
nationalities had the audacity to ask for a shorter
working week by 6 hours, so that they might get a
little more fresh air in their lungs and a larger m:asure
of rcereation and a few hours more of the warmth of
the sun. In 2 moment of regson they have the auqa-
city to think they have the right to parade through
the city which they built by their slave labor.

So humbly, like the submissive slaves that thev are,
they approach with that humility which only the work-
ing class setms to possess, the nonenity Peter Carr, not
Cunrr, High Commissioner of the City of Lawrence,
Mass., the modern Poch Bah, and beg to ask His all-
Highness to permit them to show their weakened and
overwrought frames to the public, but Peter in that
unctuous, rigidly, righteous manner, which so wxll
becomes to him, not caring #0 offend the asthetic soul
of his masters. the capita®st owners ef the mills
of Lawrence, in a letter which he had neither the
ability to formulate nor the penmanship to indite,
replies in His autocratic Prussian manner and says:

“No, I forbid! I, the great Peter Carr, forbid you to
so ass~mble, for you 35,000 slaves who don’t want
to work . . . . (egregious fool, what these thirty-
five thousand want is to work that they may eat), but
Peter savs that the assembling of these 25.000 would
intimidate those who do want to work! Svch is
Peter Carr and the vile bunch of political grafters and
canitalist mill owners and mouth patriots and pro-
fiteers who control that city.

Another reason he says why they shall not parade is
becavse these thigty-five thousand slaves are foreign-
ers, Bolshevists, enemics of democracy, in fact an all
round bad lot. Yet, a few months ago, Peter and a
few political thugs were boosting the loyalty of these
sams thirtv-five thorsand foreigners, and how each
of them had bousht liberty bonds, paving fifty-
fiteers for $45. or $47. so that they and their children
mav eat.

Over five thousand of the sons of these fathers
or their relatives went to France to fight for d-mo-
cracy and the richt to parade in their own city of
T.awrence. The tones of many of these sons and re-
latives of the thirty-five thousand strikers whinen
the fields of Flanders. while Peter Carr who left Ire-
land a few years agn for Ireland’s good and who, it is
alleged on good authority, is not as vet a citizen of
America and therefore not a citizen of the city of
Lawrence. Mass., refuses these workers the rieht to
parade. We understand that this matter is now before
the courts as to whether he is a citizen or not, and if
not he has no legal rieht to hold the position of City
Commissioner and therefore no leeal right to permit
or forhid a parade, but whether a citizen or not, matters
neot to Aur purnose.

If this unintellizent prehistoric minded creature is
allowed to interfere with the liberty of 35 thousand
useful men and women it is full time that instead of

fighting for democracy in France they should fight
for democracy at home. The citizens of Lawrence
ought to insist that Peter Carr should be relecated
to that obscurity which he so well adorned and from
which he should never have emerged. This slave
minded cr-ature that mieht at one time have been
a man and who bears an Irish name, is a type of
Irishman that brings the Irish name and tradition
into contempt. We hope that everv citizen. with a
sense of decency will mark their disannrohation of
this Junker Carr, not Curr, by demanding his recall
and that at once. And further that the punishment
mav fit the crime, we suegest that Peter Carr be given
a job at some useful labor in the mills and that he
he comnelled to attend nicht school that there he may
learn the meaning of citizenship and its resnonsibili-
ties. ‘As a means to that end he be compelled to write
out every day (that is to sav when he has learned to
read ard write) the Declaration of Independence and
the Conctitution nf the United States, so that when
he rises to a position where he is worthy of citizenship
and fitted to resume the responsibility of City Com-
missioner he may be able to write his own renly to
a reomest from his fellow citizens without having
to call in the acsistance of the Chamber of Commerce
and the capitalists of Lawrence. In the meantime,
whi'e he does usurp the position of Commissioner for
the rood name and credit of Lawrence, Peter Carr
ourht to b~ compelled to learn how to write his own
name legibly.

So we rive our modern Poolt Bah, Peter Carr, City
Commissioner of Lawrence, the loud Ha! Ha!, re-
mindine him that wh-n he is d=ad and forzotten. the
men who are now leading the strike and the strikers
will be held in honor by the future citizens of Law-
rence, Mass. Tie Larxix
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The Birth of the American Soviet

Council of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors of Portland, Oregon

Declaration of Principles

g~HE Council of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors

] declares that society as at present constituted is
‘based upon the ownership of the means of living

hy the capitalist or master class, and the consequent

enslavement of the working class, by whose labor

alone weslth is produced.

In this society there is an antagonism of interests
manifesting itself in a struggle between the master
class and the working cless, which struggle can only
be abolish:d by the emancipation of the working class
from the domination of the master class by ths con-
version of the means of production and distribution.
fiow held by the master class, into the common pro-
perty of society, and their democratic control by ali
of society.

In the order of social evolution
the working class is the last class
1o achieve emancipation, therefore
the emancipation of. the working
class must.be accomplished by the
working class itself. We can never
expect the master class to intro-
duce any measures that will be of
slightest benefit to the working
class. 4
" The machinery of government,
inculding the armed forces of the
pation, exists only to conserve the
monopoly by the capitalist class
of the wealth taken from the
workers, thsrefore the workers
must crganize consciously for the
conquest of the powers of govern-
ment, national and local, in order
that this machinery, including
these forces, may be converte
from an instrument of oppression
into an instrument of emancipa-
tion.

The ruling class today is absol-
uitely incapable of longer conduct-
ing the industrial affairs of the
mation in a manner conducive to
the welfare of the people. Every
act of its official spokesmen in
the congress, the senate of the
United States and the various
state legislatures proves its utter
inability to deal with the problems
confronting it. Industry has reach-
‘ed such a point of development
that the forces of production have
come into violent conflict with the
existing relations of production,
therefore a period of revolution
must ensue in which these relations must be burst
asunder.

The working class must organize into a class organ-
ization for the purpose of waging unceasing warfare
against the capitalist class and its instrument of op-
pression by any action that has for its object the over-
throw of the political state of the master class and the
substitution therefore of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat.

The purpose of the Council of Workers, Soldiars
and Sailors is to organize all members of the work-
ing class into one organization and train them in the

-‘. ".-

The follewing Declaration of Principles and Form of
Organizitic n o the Council of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors
of Portlind. Ore. and vicinity have been forwarded to us
for puliicutiaa, 1e feel that this is one of the most import-
ant underiabivas of the American workers and is in line with
the attitede f t"eir Europcan brothers, even in those count-
rics wwhere the the Sccial Revolution is nct vel definilely in
action. e sincerely hope that the movement will be taken
up throzohout America bv the returned soldiers and sailors
in cnoperctian with their brothers in the labor mov-ment. The
acticn of lite fndustrial barons of this country regarding the
returned soldicrs and sailors certainlv shorws the necessity for
this work and <we hnope that these councils will remain true
to Lieir prrrose and wll not deaencrate intnr m-tual adir-
atian sncicics which can be exploited bv the politicans,
cs har beew the case with previous organisations of weteran
soldicrs and cailors.

Our adrics 1o svch organizations would be to immediately
lnk themeeives into a nationwide group and federate with
stmilar Furopean and Canadian organizations. .The Retol-
uticrary Ace will be glad to place its columns at the di:posal
of such crvanisutions or of individual soldiers and sailors
who wish to veice their demands. “He has rights who dares
maintain them.” '

.
. -
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Vested Interests: “Ah, the dear fellow, he footed that other Bill so nicely, surely he

won't mird fosting this one for us!”

principlss of mass action in order that we may realize
that accumulativn of energy, that concentration of
force and coniinuity of resistance necessary to strike
the final hlow against the capitalist class.

Form of Organization

1. The Conncil of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors
shali by zemposed of all men and women employed
in induriry or who in any manner whatsoever con-
trivete te the social welfare, except those who employ
the lalvsr of eihiers. This includes all who work for
wagss, wart i who are engaged in housekesping, dis-
charged ecidiers and sailors; in fact all the working
class, emploved or unemployed.

2. No craft or industrial division shall be recog-
nized by the Council, but existing organizations may
send delegates to the Council, the basis of representat
ion being one delegate for every one hundred memb-
¢rs in good standing, or major fraction thereof, prov-
iding such organization endorses the Declaration of
Principles of the Council of Workers, Soldiers and
Sailors. The representation of ths Soldiers and Sail-
ors shall be upon the same basis as the representation
of the Workers.

3. The Council shall have the following officers,
elected for a period of six months, but subject to re-
vcall at any time by a majority vote of d:legates, and
the terms of office shall expire on the 31st of December
and the 3oth of June:—a president, vice-president,
recording secretary, secretary-
treasurer, sergeant at arms and
reading clerk.

4. The president shall preside
at all meetings and be ex-offico
member of all committees. except
where a committee is elected to
investigate the official acts of the
president. The vice-president shall
be present at all mreetings, and act
“as chairman in case of absence of
the president. The recording sec-
retary shall keep a record of the

minutes of every meeting and
permit any member of the Council
to exam'ns them upon request.
The secretary-treasurer shall have
charge of all funds and keep an
accurate account of receipts and
expenditures. Th2 sergeant at
arms chall take care of the door
and admit only bona-fide members
of the Council at any business
meeting. The reading clerk shall
rrad the minutzs of the previous
meeting, communications, etc. In
case of absence of sergeant at
arms or reading clerk, the pres
ident shall appoint members to
‘ake their places.

s. All checks must be signed
“y the secretary-treasurer, the
aresident and vice-president. All
tnoncy must be deposited in a re-
‘iable bank.

6. Robert’s Rules of Order
shall be observed at all meetings.

By Will Dyson

7. This shall be the only rules
of order observed by the Councit
of Workers, Soldiers and Sailors,
as we do not recognize bourgeois formulas and con-
sider a detailed constitution an impediment to revolu-
tionary action.

8 Any member of this Council who denounces th:
declaration of principles will be immzediately expelled
upon competent proof, withont the formality of a trial.
In case the expelled member desires a trial it shall be
granted.

0. Sufhicient working committecs shall be elected,
subject to the desires of the Council.

10. This document shall be amended at any time,
subject to majority vot™ of the Central Executive
Commniittea.




