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The Crisis and the Socialist Party

HE international situation is wecoming more sug-
gestive, more potential of great success or in-
finite disaster. And events are moving swiftly;

the history of a day is now equivalent to the history of
tens of normal years.

The European proletariat is preparing itself for the
final struggle against Capitalism and Imperialism. The
proletariat in Russia has conquered definitely; the
proletariat in Germany and Austria is on the verge of
conquering all power for the revolutionary dictator-
ship of Socialism. But the class struggle within any
one nation inevitably produces reactions in other na-
tions; and while Socialism is conquering in Russia
and Germany, the sinister forces of international Im-
perialism are proposing—and preparing—an attack
upon the Socialist natjons by means of intervention.

These intervention proposals constitute a problem
of the utmost gravity, and a call to consistent, agres-
sive action by Socialism and-the proletariat in all na-

tions.
The coming of peace is o
dangers. The forees oof it

their appetite sharpenc] by avier e L
sorts of schemes wherehy (hev e
mpose an wnperinlistic peace, v
camoullage of democraey, 10
against the revolution i !\‘" 1.
tion in Geemany, against the
a peace that ot only would destroy the great hope:

aroused by the coming of Socialism in those two na-
tions, but that would carry within itsclf the threat of
new wars. Victory produces a tendency toward re-
action, inevitably ; and this tendency might conceivably
be strong enough to impose its will upon the peace
conference. When the war ceased, the real struggle
started; and instead of peace being a call to “taking
things easy,” it is a call to action.

In and through all these problems runs the red
thread of the great issue between Socialism and Cap-
italism.

Already, reaction is shaping itself here. The
Mooney case is a challenge, and the vicious insult of
“clemency” is a new challenge to the proletariat. Re-
actionary peace terms are being proposed, the .cam-
paign for larger armaments is acquiring enormous
proportions. Action is developing against Social-
fsm and independent proletarian activity. The com-
ing industrial crisis will disarrange industry and
cause enormous unemployment. The coming year or
two will bring the mightiest strikes and industrial
struggles in the history of this country. . . . .
And through it all runs the red thrcad of thg emerg-
irg final struggle between Socialism and Capitalism.

It is necessary in this crisis to study every peculiar
alignment of the g'reat struggle, national and inter-
national, to adapt our aspirations to immediate ac-
tivity, developing reserves for the final conquest of
power. . . . In this crisis, the Socialist Party,
as represented by its national administration, is not
measuring to the opportunity.

We must, moreaver, wot down to the fact that the
industrial proletariat is the basis of Socialist action.
that the shops, the mills and the mines are the centres
of proletarian activitv. We must impress upon the
workers that their control of industry constitutes their
real power. that they must speak in the aggressive
accents of industrial mizht.  Oug of the mass strikes
of the proletariat, carryving a political ohject, cmerges

the power of the proletariat, that class power which
alone annihilates Capitalism.

It is necessary that we study the alinment of

iorees i the labor movement, that we secure a con-
contration of the radical forces. The great require-
weat is the unity of Socialis ande proletana torce
upon.a common platform and policy against Capi-
talism,

The problems are enormous, the requirements se-
vere; it is a situation that tests the energy and the

iritintive, the intelligence aml the audacity of Social-
s, L But the Socialist Party, as a party, is

silent, inert,

Never, in the experience of onr movement, has a
greater opportunity offered itseli’; never could a con-
centration of forces and a real struggle against Cap-
italism develop more than at this moment.

Instinetively, locals and individual members of the
Sewialist Iarty are reacting to the great opportunity.
But they are seattered ; there is no unity of action or
purpese, no centralization of the activity of the party.

Re- olution ndopted by the Central Committee of
Loeal Boston, Secialist Party, November 26, 1918:

The revolutionary erisis in Europe, the eampaign

»f the imperiadistic press for armed intervention in

e <, and for armed intervention in Germany and

| Vetna sheald Socialism conquee, projects a crisis
:
i

! A Call for a Party Convention
i
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e the movement of the American proletariat,
The eternetional situntion is a call to action—
thee final struggle is coming between Socialism and
! ;1' eom,

vnothis et erisis, it is imperative that the Soe-
C6t oty prepare itself, that it unify itself, that
alide a poliey expressing the requirements
and the mature judgment of the

4 A
£ he erasis
et er hip
1 at the rcfore resolved, That the Central Com-
v e ul Lecsl.siten, Socialmt Tasty, :avers an-
n.medin‘e emerpency National Convention of ‘the
1t . and culle upun other locals to act in this
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Mighty currents of ideas and of action are pulsing
tkrough the party, the germinal sap of new ideals pro-
ducing a new life. But the party, as expressed
through its national administration, is not, it must
bitterly be confessed, measuring to the opportunity.
The party, as a perty, is not unified, vocal, definite.

Never, in the history of the world, have more mo-
mentous events developed than during the past two
months. The crash of thrones and of Capitalism, the
coming of peace with all its hopes and fears, the de-
velopment of revolutionary Socialism in action, the
emergence of the international class struggle between
Socialism and Capitalism,—thesc are unprecedented
historical events, the realization in life of the concepts
of Socialism. Two months,—in which hours repre-
sented years, in which every minute issued a call to
international Socialism—and our National Executive
Commniittee has been silent, inert.

It is tragic. It is symptomatic of the imperative
r.ecessity of the concentration of forces within our
own party as a preliminary to the concentration of
the general forces of the proletariat.

The Socialist Party is pulsing with life and new
ideals. But there is no focus; there is not the necessary
concentration in a unified policy.

The great task hefore our party is a task of educa-
tion and of interpretation, of intensive propaganda on
a national basis, clear and co-ordinated. This co-
ordination can he sccured only through the national
administration, but the administration is silent and in-
active on thesc momentous issues.

The Socialist movements®in TFrance, Italy and
(Grecat Britair, are vocal. having formulated a general

policy ; which is still a policy, whether one agrees with
it or not. Clarity and the forinulation of a clear pro-
gram is an absolute necessity at this moment ; but our
party is laggard in this vital matter. Events at any
moment may precipitate the convocation of an inter-
t:ational Socialist Congress: what sort of Congress
shall our party participate in and what shall be its
proposals?

It is not suflicient to say that our delegates woull
represent us: these delegates should have definite in-
struction ; and at this moment, these are lacking, Nor
is it sufliciunt to leave this vital matter v the National
Fxccutive Committeg: its attitude during the past two
epachal months demonstrates its lack of initiative
and encrgy.  The membership must speak.

The Socialist 'arty resolution on the war, adopted
at St Lonis in April, 1917, is no longer a policy since
the coming of peace. It is now an historic document,
which, in spite of many defects, is a credit to the
party and \\Imh has linked up our party with the

radical minority in the Socialist movement of France

and Great Dritain, and with the spleadid Socialist
Party of Taly. Tt is now necessary to supplement
this document, (o formulate the implications of the
class policy it expresses i a new program,

An emergeney Convention of the Socialist Party is
the only body that can adequately express the atti-
tude of the membership cn the momentous events that
are at present shaping the desting of the generations
te come. No machinery now at the disposal of the
movement is qualitied to act at this moment. The
spokesmen of the Socialist Party must be clected by
the members, clected for the sole purpose of speak-
ing upon the specific issucs of the ensis through which

thd world is rew pussiig. No iinie should be wst in

calling together such a body: An emergency conven-
itonn should be summoned immediately.

The National Executive Committee, at its coming
session, will probably issue a declaration on the inter-
national situation.  That is not enough; the prohlems
before our party go much deeper, the requirements
are broader. than the mere issuance of a Jeclaration.
Shouhd the National Exccutive Committee have issued
the parte’s declaration en the war, instead of the
L1 Lonis Convention, the declaration would not have
expressed the will of the membership, would not
have been vital, agoressive, historie,

The problems that_ this convention would discuss
are fundamental. Thiere is the prnl»lcm of an inter-
national policy, of a national campaign of cducation
and interpretation of events in Furepe, of a campaign
agaiust the sinister proposals for intervention, of the
ceming epoch of great industrial strikes, of unifving
the party upon the hasiz of a definite, unequivacal pro-
gram of international Socialism, of reconstructing
the party organizations ravaged hy the persecutions of
the war.

The Furopean Sacialist movements have helid regu-
lar convantions during the war: our party has not
since the American declaration of war. The Furopean
movement has held, is holding, conventions to dis-
ci:-s problems of policy and action: our party should
do the same.

An cirergency national convention would accelerate
the development of the party, would place the party
upon its feet, would concentrate the energy and action
of the party locals, would prepare the Socialist Party
tn concentrate the awakening forces of the proletariat.
An emergeney national convention is necessary: it
would prove an historical event, the first chapter in a
new honk to be written by the Socialist Party.
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Clemency is for the Guilty!

THE “clemency” to Tom Mooney granted by

Governor Stephens of California is an insult and
a disgrace. It should rally lahor to a new deter-
mination. In commuting the sentence of Mooney
to life imprisonment, Gov. Stephens speaks about
“the impossible {enets of the anarchists, whose
sympathy for the German cause is well known,”
and that after the bomb explosion “a number of
persons of pronounced anarchistic tendencies were
arrested.” This is contemptible camouflage. It
is an appeal to the lowest passions of the mob, a
rerversion of the truth, and a gross indecency un-
worthy of the chief exccutive of a great state.
Why clemeney? And what is the clemency com-
prized in being sentenced to a living death for the
rest of one’s life? Moconey himsel{ has asked—
either acquittal or death! The strugyle is a strug-
gle for a new trial, the struggle is whether labor
shall allow capital to murder an agitator who
threatened the infamous profits of capital. This
“clemency” should be a breach through which
must pour the indignation of the American people.
This “clemeney,” disgraceful and indecent as it is,
is atill the direet result of working class pressure.
Let the pressure increase until Mooney again be-
comes frec! The Seattle labor unions have adopt-
ed the right course in their declaration that the
“clemency” of Governor Stephens will not alter
their plans for a strike of protest.

They ave Still There!

THE other day, Senator King of Utah introduced

a resolution pronosing recognition by the United
States and the Allies of a de facto government of
Russia in harmony with Allied aims.

A de facto government means a government
that is actually in power What government is
actually in power in Pussia? The Soviet Govern-
ment, indisnutably, which has maintained and
strenethened  itself  during the past thirteen
months. and whose authorvity is disputed onlv by
a fow counter-revolutionists—and Senator King.

But perhaps by de facto government Senator
King mears one of {the many “governments™ org-
anized in Russia hehind the seveen of alien bayon-
ete. About a dozen of these have organized—and
dismupeared.  The most ambitious and imposing
of them all was the Omsk .“All-Russian Govern-
ment.” When Soviet Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tchicherin proposed an armistice to the Allies the
American press—which always knows the right
thine to do even when the government itself is in
doubt—declared that the proposal should be made
to the Omsk Government. But now this partic-
ular government no longer exists, having been
averthrown by Admiral Kolchak, who proclaimed
himself dictator. The Allies refuse to negotinte
with the Soviet Government because it is not a
government and lacks stability—in spite of hav-
ing had power for thirtcen months; but it 1s pro-
posed that the Soviets negotiate with a govern-
ment o strong, so authoritative, so based upon
the will of the peaple, that one counter-revolution-
ary adventurer can overthrow it?

Would Senator King recognize the dictatorship
of Admiral Kolchak as a de facto government in
accord with Allied aims? This would mean to
recognize the worst reactionary and infamous elg-
ments in Russian life. cince Admiral Kolchak is
a notorious retainer of the former Czar.

The resolution of Senator King, morcover, re-
commends joint military aid to overthrow the
Bo'shevik government and assist  the Russian
people in establishing an “orderly government.”

Order—over whom, by whom, and in the inter-
ests of whom? Military assistance—from what
“Russian people”? Such as Admiral Kolchak?
Alien troops have been in Archangel and Viadi-
vostok for some time: the Russian people as a
mass have given no indiction of being willing to

assist these troops. In Viadivostok the Allles dis-
persed the Soviet, and a new election was held:

the Bolsheviki won an overwhelming victory. But

their administration was dispersed. 1Is this the
sort of assistance that Senator King has in mind?

The mass of the Russian people are loyal to
the Soviet Government. ... Alien troops are still
in Archangel and Vladivostok!

Bakhmetieff —and Money

Upon the overthrow of the Czar, the Milyukov-
Guchkov government appointed Boris Bakhmetieft
as its ambassador at Washington. He remained
ambassador during the government changes, be-
ing retained by Kerensky. Upon the assumption
of power by the Soviets, Ambassador Boris was
dismissed, but he refused to recognize this gov-
ernment and his dismissal; he retained possession
of the Russian Embassy in Washington, and of all
funds. Since then, Ambassador BakhmatiefT has
maintained relations with the United Stater gov-
ernment and carried on an anti-Soviet propa-
randa,  Apparently, he has unlimited money.
This fact suggestes a number of questions, What
function does Bakhmetiefl perform which re-
quires money, since he no longer represents Rus-
sin? What cheek is there upon the expenditure
of this money? Where does the money come
from? 1Is this money being granted him by the
United States Government direct, or is it coming
out of credits to the old Russian government? If
the later, who is to repay this money? What is
the purpose of maintaining de facto diplomatic
relations with an Ambassador who has been dis-
mixssed and represents no one but himself? What
is Bakhmaticfl doing these days?

All Power to the Soviets!

THE crisis of power ix developing in Germany.

It is a crisis that eannot be postponed, but must
definitely be disposed of, since it goes to the
heart of the problems of the Revolution, determ-
ining whether Germany shall emerge into a par-
linmentary democratic republie, as in France, or
into a Socialist Pepublic, as in Russia.

At a meeting of “heads of the various German
states” it was decided unanimously that a Consti-
tuent Assembly should be held, and held immedi-
ately. This bourgeois Federal Conference urged
that “onity”  be  maintained and all separatist
movements disconraged  in spite of the fact that
separatism is a bourgcois movement to aveid a
Socialist Republic and annihilate the Revolution,
as in Russia, “The proposal for a speedy sum-
moning of the National Assembly meets general
approbation,” the Conference declared. The
bourceois liberals and the more sinister forces
skulking behind their democratic screen, are
united in favor of an immediate National Assemb-
Iv. The Constituent Assembly constitutes the
recossary class policy of the capitalist class.

As is natnral, the majority Socialists of the
Sacial Demoeratie Party of Ebert, Scheidemann
& Co. are at one with the bourgeois liberals in the
demand for a Constituent Assembly, and iinmedi-
ately at that,  Their whole policy is a bourgeois
policy. mobilizing the masses for the bourgeois

reactien. Their concepts of Socialism, their
morale and activity are the most dangerous

counter-revolutionary force, since they camou-
flage reaction in the eolors of Socialism. Scheide-
mann and “Vorwaerts” are actively campaigning
for the Constituent Assembly, attacking the rev-
olutionary Socialists. Scheidemann’s whole “rev-
olutionary” activity seems to be engaged in prov-
ing that there are no {echnical objections to an
immediate conpvocation of the Assembly. A
splendid Socialist task! He argues that a Soc-
inlist s{ate cannot be established at a time of “dis-
order”—and this is characteristic, petty bourgeois
Socialism  conceiving  revolution as “disorder”
instead of as  a dynamic opportunity to
establish Socialism. One year ago the Seocial De-
mocratic Party “purged” itself of “the Marxist
scholastic.” That was characteristic. Its “Soc-
ialism” was and is simply a decoy of the hourgenis
liberals to betrav the masses. And that Seheide-
mann is opposed to the Revolution is proven by
his declaration of opposition to *“a class parlia-
ment” such as the Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Coun-
cil. In his love for the bourgeois, the Junker, the
class of the oppressors of labor whom he yearns
to sce represented in a *democratic” government.
Scheideman forgets that governments are neces-
sarily class movernments, either bourgeois or Soc-
ialist. and that the requirement of the moment in
Germany is the revolutionary dictatorship of the
proletariat as an instrument for the introduction
of Socialism. The assembly means the victory
of the bourgeois republic and Capitalism: a “liber-
al” Capitalism perhaps, but still Capitalism.

The Independent Socialists do not oppose the
Assembly, but they oppose its immediate con-
vocation. Faithful to their moderate policy, they
want certain reforms to be introduced which the
Assembly would be compelled to ratify as accom-
plished facts. Hugo Huaase's attitude is comprised
in the declaration that “the most vital interests
of the proletariat demand that the ground gained
by the revolution must first be fortified securely
while the proletariat still has the power to do so.”
But Haase wants the Assembly to convene,—with
the proviso that it must not convene before the
prisoners of war return and can vote! This is
petty, hesitant, wavering between the govern.
ment and the Councils, between proletarian dic-
tatorship and bourgeois Assembly,

The revolutionary Socialists of the Spartacus
Group, on the contrary, are categorically opposed
to the Assembly, since it is an instrument of
bourgeois demoeracy and necessarily counter-
revolutionary. Their program is the dictatorship
of the Socialist proletariat, the annihilation of the
democracy of Capitalism as a necessary prelim-
inary to the coming of the communist democracy
of Socinlism.

The issue is fundamental, and not technieal. It
is the issue enmprised in the problem of whethe
power should be vested in Socialism or in Capital-
ism—that is the issue, in spite of wavering,
hesitation and compromise. Should the program
of the Spartacus Group meet defeat, it would mean
the defeat of the German revolution as a proletar-
ian and Socialist revolution. This issue of the
crixis and problem of power will come to a head
at the Congress of Councils which convenes Dec-
ember 16.

Accordingly, the revolutionary problem of the
moment in Germany is “All power to the Coun-
cils!” as it was “All power to the Soviets!” in Rus-
sia. The program is identical, the crisis of power
in Germany the same as that erisis which pro-
duced the proletarian revolution in Russia.

What is comprised in the slogan, All power to
the Councils, or Soviets. of Workmen?

All power {o the Soviets is the necssary de-
mand of the proletarian revolution, its accomplish-
ment alone would mean the success of the Rev-
olution,

The Soviets, or Councils, are class organize-
tions, characteristic of the proletarian revolution.
They are mass organization of the proletariat,
the dynamic expression of the proletariat in
action. A Workmen’s Soviet bases itself directly
upon the workers in the factories, the working
class its constituency. Each factory, each shop,
cach mill and other industrial establishments
clect delegates proportionately to the Soviet,
making the Soviet the cxecutive organ of the
organized producers.

The Soviet, or Council of Workmen, first devel.
oped in its present form during the Russian Rev-
olution of 1905, and acquired definite character
during the Revolution of 1917, But the germinal
forms of the institution are older, an instinctive
expiession of the revolutionary proletariat. Dur-
ing the French Revolution, when the masses acted
against the hesitaney ond treachery of the bour-
gonis National Assembly, the masses developed
as their instruments of revolutionary action, nar-
ticularly in Paris, the “sections” and the Com-
munc. These were mass organizations of the work-
ers, not based upon factories because of insuffi-
cient industrial development, but comparable in
purpose to the Soviet, since they were mass organ-
izations unified by a class policy against the
hourgenisie and the state. The Paris Commune of
1871 was a further develonment, since besides be-
ing an instrument of revolutionary action, it con-
stituted itself an instrument of revolutionary gov-
ernment, dispensing with the bourgeois state, its
parliamentary forms and bureaucratic machinery.
The instinctive action of the proletariat during a
revolution is {o form its own class organizations
independent of the bourgeoisic and the bourzeois
state.

When the masses break loose in revolutionary
action, they must organize.—unless they break
apart and are dispersed. The old organizations
and the old machinery are fetters upon the mass-
es, activity, nol comprehensive enough, and the
masses often must act against these organiza-
tions; out of these necds develops the character-
istic organization of the proletarian revolution—
the Soviet. A despatch the other day indicated
the revolutionary significance of the Soviet in
Germany: “It seems that the uncurbed acitation
for Soviets among =oldiers and sailors hehind the
actual front developed the revolutionary spirit
that finally broke loose in the overthrow of Wil-
liam Hohenzollern.”

But if the revolution is a real proletarian revol-
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ution, the Soviets after the accomplishment of
their initial task, do not disperse, but acquire new
strength and develop new action, usurping gov-
ernment functions,—developing from instruments
of revolutionary action into organs of revolution-
ary government.

A revolution is not static; the moment it be-
comes static, it stagnates. The initial aciion must
become general; the revolution must extend into
all spheres of life, must completely alter the poli-
tical and economic complexion ot soviety, Unless
this is done the revolution becomes weakened, cols
lapses, and reaction conquers. Limit the revol-
ution to parliamentary governments, and it is
dead; only through the Soviets can the revolution
develop and conquer all power.

Consider two aspects of the revolutionary situ-
ation in Germany.

The autocracy was overthrown, a “revolution-
ary” government is organized which acts together
with the Soviets, now under moderate domination,
But the old state machinery, the old bureaucracy,
the old parliamentary forms for the deception and
oppression of the masses is retained: the revolu-
tion has changed the personnel of the state but not
the state itself, has annihilated the old personnel
of the state but not the state itselt’; and the pro-
letarian revolution has not conguered untii this
annihilation is accomplished.

Nor has the revolution fundiunentally  pene-
trated the army; just as Dr. Soll and br. krz-
berger speak in the name of the “revolutionary”
government, the old ofticers are still at the head
of the “revolutionary” army. The army should
be completely disbanded, and in its place a Soviet
army organized, the military Red Guard of the
Revolutionary masses, since the industrial and
military might of the proletariat alone can de-
fend and extend the conquests of the Revolution.
The arming of the masses is necessary in Germany
to crush the counter-revolution, to crush militar-
i.sm. Capitalism, and reaction.

These are indispensable phases of the proletar-
ian revolution, neither of which are, as yct, phases
of a proletarian revolution in Germany. And they
are, equally, phases of all power to the Soviets,
all power to the revolutionary proletariat, all
power to Socialism, in Germany as in Russia.

All power to the Soviets means that Germany
consciously and definitely initiates the coming of
Socialism,—instead of a bourgeois parliamentary
republic, a Socialist proletarian republic. It means
the complete destruction of the old state machin-
ery,—the division of functions between legislative
and executive, the parliamentary forms of bourge-
ois democracy, the organs of the judiciary, the
army of bureaucratic officials necessarily hostile
to the masses and to any radical measures the
government might introduce: these are instru-
ments of class rule. Necessary functions of govern-
ment would be usurped by the Soviets, the pro-
ducers. It would mean, in short the annihilation
of the old political state, organ of class rule, the
machinery for the oppression of the workers, the
central expression of the tyranny of Capitalism.
The new state of the Soviets would be a state
based upon the organized producers in the factory
and the farm, representing exclusively the use-
ful producers. The Sovict state would recognize
no other class but the working class, would ex-
clude the bourgeoisie from participation in the
government.  Having organized a new stade after
decrecing all power Lo the Soviels, the new Social-
ist governmeat would procced Lo the industrial
expropriation of capital, placing indusiry in the
control of the working class organized in the So-
viets, introducing the relations of the full and
free demoeraey of Socialism,

All power to the Soviets would constitute a rev-
olutionary dictatorship of the proletarviat, o dict-
atorship in relation to the bourgeoisic and a de-
mocracy in relation to the proletariat. lt_would
be a temporary dictatorship, neeessary until Cap-
italism had been completely expropriated cconom-
ically and politically, after which the dictator-
ship would disappear because its functions would
no longer be necessary. ‘

By means of all power to the Soviets, to the
Cou:cils of Workmen and Soldiers, and by this
means alone, can the proletarian .re.volutnon in
Germany conquer all power for Socialism.

A CORRECTION

Owing to an error, the article in our third issue,
“The Coming of the Final Struggle,” was wrongly
credited to Gregory Weinstein. It should have
been credited to N. I. Hourwich.

Bolsheviki and Mensheviki
in Bulgaria

TIHE recent revolutionary cvents in Bulgaria,
the spread of Bolshevizm, is of great interest.
Stambulevsky, who recently led a successtul pea-
sunt revolt and procliimed a republic, is an au-
thority on agrarian matters, an admirer of Lenin's
and a student of Lenin's agravian theories. The
chief proposal of Stumbulevsky is the distribution
of the great landed estates,

The Socialist movement presents interesting
features, which were recently anulyzed by A.
Nyemanov in the New York “Novy Mir"” as
follows:

“The Socialist movement in Bulgaria is re-
presented by two parties  the Social Democri-
tic Labor Pavty and the Secial Democratic ar-
ty. The former party is termed “broad” and
the latter “narrow.” The former can rightly
be termed Menshevist-opportunist and the lat-
ter proletarian-Bolshevist,  There is a  bitter
struggle between the two puarties, w struggle of
principles, and one must own that the Bolshevik
policy is becoming ascendent.  [This was written
before the Bulgarian revolution.]

“The Bulgavian Mensheviki, the opportunist
Socialists, are blood of the blood of the interna-
tional opportunists.  They recognize wholly the
principles of opportunizm which allows co-operie
tion with bourgeois liberals, They stand for the
unification of the large democeritic sections of the
population, refusing in reality to follow the policy
of a consistent proletarvian class strugple: in this
party the peasants predominate and all shades of
liberal intelleetuals. We ean justly eall this par-
ty a party of petty bourgeois democracy.

“The Bulgarian Mensheviki, as represented by
their leaders, accepted the world war in the spirit
of German social-patriotism. In 1916 a few pro-
minent leaders of the “broad” party visited Ger-
many, where at bigg mectings they declared them-
selves faithful to the “democracy” of the Central
Powers “who were fighting Czarism.” The Bul-,
garian government on several occasions declared
that the sunport rendered by these “broad” So-
cialists had been very valuable. It is not surpris-
ing, then. that the treacherous government of
Ferdinand paid them in confidence — and easy
jobs.

“The Bulgarian Rolsheviki of the “narrow”
party are very influential among the proletarian
masses, predominating in almost all industrial
centres, uncontested by the opportunists.

“In the question of internal and foreign policy
our comrades, the Bulgarian Bolsheviki, have al-
ways been guided bv a consistent conception of
the class struggle. They have always heen bitter
enemies not only of Bulgarian reaction, but also
of Rulgarian liberalism. Thev have never accept-
ed the Menshevist philosophy of “the unity of
{the democratic forces.” that ix union with the
“radical” and “liberal” bourgcoisic.

“The Ferdinand government, of course, impri-
soned our comrades by the hundred. According
to the figrures of 197, more than one thousand
members of the “narvrow” party were in prison,
and over six hundeed men, under and above mi-
litary are, hadd been inpressed into the army,

“Rut they have alwavs demanded an ond of the
war sd a demoeratic peace. Insoired by the Rus-
sinn Revolution, they inereased their propaseand:
and Lhey are rallying the masses suecessfully.”

A claracteristic exiiple of how the American press
gives information 1o the local population about Rus-
sia can he gleaned from the article of a certain New
York merchant in the World’s Waork.

The New York merchant informs us:

Martov has bten appointed a Bolshevist Ambas-
sador to.. . Siam!

A certain negro from the North Carolina is an
assistent Commisaire for internal affairs.

Trotzky's wife acquired millions and went to
Stockholm to dissipate.

Mr. Williams, contributor to the respectable Times,
again raises an alarm about the fate of Russia and

this alarm is being echoed by the whole bourgeoisie
American press.

The Germans left Russia—says Williams.
Well and good. Now it is the Allies’ turn—
every logically thinking man will say.

Bolshevikjabs

KERENSKY has broken into the newspapers

again giving a lot of advice to the Russians.
Teddy Roosevelt is continually acting in the same
way with regard to this country, and only the
other day Carl Hapsburg gave some hints to the
Austrians through the public prints, and while
the Kaiser is not saying anything he is doubtless
thinking a good deal about what the Germans
oucht to do. .

We are glad to see these ex-employees taking
an interest in their old firms, but it can be over-
done and these people should remember that they
have been fired for good.  Of course we know that
thing= are never managed as well ax they used
to be, but even today modesty is still a virtue.

* *  J

As we have remarked before these Rolsheviki
are veally remarkable people, A fow davs awe
The papers told us that they had been overthrown
and that Tenine was en route to the frontier on
n fast teain, now comes the news that they have
miade a trivmphal entry into Dvinsk,  Variety is
the spice of life,

. ] .

The workers murmur. Mooney is granted “cle.
meney”. The workers move, Mooney is released !

* . L ]

The high cost of living is going down—=-limous-

ines have suffered a serious deceline in price,
[ ] * ]

It ix positively denied that Henry Fod is groing
to be one of the delegates to the Peace Conter-
enee,

» * *

The newspapeirs veport that the United Stades
Government hax vefused William 11 Taft's appli-
cation for a passport to Furope, On the grounds,
we suppoxe, that the League to Fnforce Pence
has done quite enough harm at howe.

L ] t L

Owgng to the spread of Bolshevis
of milk has again been raised.
something wrong; perhaps we h
wrong way round.

m the price
Seems to be
ave got it the

] L] L4

Duluth “Truth” observes that under
}hl()!o non-producer will
abor.

name.

Socialism
( | get the full product of his
There’s nothing like living up to one's

*® - »
“Royalty is selling out,” says a -
line, In other worcf;: D'irt—);hea‘xl:wspaper head
L ] L J L ]

It is said that the difference
Amcrica and England over the
seas” is largely typographical,

L ] ] L ]

Rulls are well known (o cherish an aversion to
the colqr red. but we are glad to sce that none
of the Socialist aldermen insulted the bulls.

[ » *

The .\‘()l(liel:s’ and workmen's councils of Ger-
many are going to have a convention in Berlin
on December 16 We would strongly urge that
the present government he riven at l(‘:l:\'l; two
weeks notice and not fired on the s[pot, as was
the case in Russia, ' .

* L] .
_ Postmaster-Genersl Burleson has harved
s pamphilet, “The Soviets at Work.” 14 is be-
lieved that the Postimeastor comlemplides issuing
a correel aecount. of the work of (he Soviels :uui
that The stoppagre of Lenin's version Wis only
undertaken hecause of its inaceurney, is said
thal such anthorities on Russin ns '(frm-l‘ Sinson
and Rool are aiding the Postiaster in (he prep-
aralion of his pronphlel and that due thanks will
be rendered e these men jn the intraductory note.
. * L L ]

The New York Board of Aldermen h
an ordinance making the display of the
an offense punishable by either fine or imprison-
ment beciause, as one of the learned “city fathers”
=aid, it is a badge of anarchy and, of course, New
York would not tolerate anarchy. The black flag
is also forbidden, presumably because it is the
badge of piracy.

Of course we have long known the spirit of
democracy that pervades New York City’s offi-
cialdom, but we must protest. This is carrying
democracy too far. Because it becomes a regret-
table necessity to bar the Red Flag of the interna-
tional anarchy of working men, that is absolutely
no reason why Wall Street should be deprived of
the pleasure of displaying its emblem. We sin-
cerely hope that the people of this country will

not stand silently by and see the capitalists op-
pressed in this manner.

arising between
“freedom of the

«*N-

as passecd
Red Ilage
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Revolutionary Socialism in Germany

WHAT was the meaning of March 24, 1916? The

eighteen delegates who finally decided on De-
cember 21, 1915, to vote against the first war cre-
dit, voted on March 24th openly against the pro-
posed special war budget. While in December
they issued a “declaration.” they now gave the
motives for their vote in a speech. The content
of this speech, however, did not go beyond the
declaration of December. Even the excuse that
Germany was safe against invasion was again
brought forward. What was it then that caused
a sensation on March 24th? It was the wild up-
roar of the Socialist majority, together with the
bourgeois parties, the infamous attitude of the
president, the expulsion of the eighteen from the
officinl party parliamentary group. But in this

action, the eighteen were “object” and not “sub--

ject”; this action was forced upon them and they
disliked a rupture so much, that they tried their
best to avoid, still in January 1916, an open break
with the treacherous majority, as well as tumul-
tuous scenes against bourgeois parties. And even
now on March 24, 1916, they play the part of
offended innocence rather than that of showing
the clenched fist of rebelion.

What then, is the meaning of March 24th? A
true opinion can only be formed in connection
with the general situation. The new “Arbeits ge-
meinschaft” are the same eighteen, the “neither
flesh nor fish” policy of whom proved a failure
in December and again in the submarine issue on
March 22nd, and again in the discussions March
23rd. Could you expect the lambs of yesterday to
become all of a sudden lions?

Just now the so-called “losen blaetter” (loose
leaflets) are published by comrades affiliated with
the group of the eighteen. These leaflets do not
evern merntion the important fundamental prob-
lems which are at stake. Direct taxes instead of
indrect ones is about the highest wisdom of the
program on taxation of the cighteen in the midst
of the world war! They do not show any deeper
insight into the problem of taxation. They do not
even see, as was stated in the resolution of the
Convention in Chemnitz, that direct taxes can
as well be saddled upon the masses and that the
decision as to what part of the burden will rest

on each class, finally is a problem of political po-

wer, not a problem of tax reform; that it depends
upon the political and economical situation as a
whole, the tax policy being an organic part of the
general policy. They do not even see, that the
best possible direct tax on top of a system of in-
direct taxes may easily become a fig leaf of the
system and a barrier against a thorough reorgan-
ization of the system_ of indirect taxes. Under
the headling “How long will it last”, the loose
leaflets of the eighteen talk about war in senti-
mental language, without saying a word about
the imperialistic causes of the war. The war is
considered due to stupidity of the rulers! They
give as highest wisdom the theory that Imperial-
ism has led to a deadlock out of which the Gov-
eraments cannot find an escape, so that they need
the advice of the loose leaflets...a pitiable mix-
up indeed!

And what about the stand of the “Arbeits ge-
meinschaft in the first test in the Budget commit-.
tee? Two days prior to the explosion, this group
did not take any decisive stand on the submarine
issue. Now the delegate in the Budget committee
argued, on humanitarian declarations about the
horror of the war, against the sinking of vessels
without warning. No understanding was shown
that the submarine issue is first of all decided by
the ultimate aim of the war, as the result of a
struggle of groups of capitalists for the control
of the war-policy according to the sharpening

By Karl Liebknecht

INTRODUCTION

Karl Liclknecht was sent to prison by the gov-
crnment of the Kaiser for four and one half ycars
because of propaganda against the war. Released
from prison by the Revolution, Licbknecht is now
the dynamic individunl cxpression of the Revol-
ation,

On August 4, 1014, the representatives of the Soc-
ial Democratic Purty in the Reichstag, speaking
through their official spokesman llugo llaase, ap-
proved and voted for the first war credit. On the
sccond credit, Karl Licbknecht voted “No!” On
December 21, 1915, cighteen Social Democratic re-
presentatives, the lHaase-Ledebour Group, voted
against the fifth war credit, and on March 21,
1916 they voted against a special credit. This cre-
ated a storm, the ecighteen were expelled from the
Social Democratic Party,

Many Socialists considered that these eightcen re-
presented revolutionary Socialism, that they voted
against the war becuuse of revolutionary convict-
ions. This was not the fact, as Karl Licbknecht
makes amply clear in this article to the comrades,
written after March 21, almost two years ago.

The cighteen of the Haase-Ledchour group sub.
scquently organized the Independent Socialist Party,
This party was neither one thirg nor the other; it
was against the war, but not on definite Socialist
issues; it wanted to gzo back to the days hefore Aug-
ust 4, instead of forward to the new tactics and the
new International. Lichknecht and  other revol.
utionary Socialists in Germany attacked this party;
and today the Independent Socialist Party, by its
wavering and essentially counter-revolutionary pol.
icy, is confirming the analysis lichknecht makes in
this article of their tendency. The intellectual ex-
pression of this party is Karl Kautsky, the moderate
and compromiser, the man who manufactured one
theoretical justification after another for the Soc-
ial Democratic Party’s abandonment of Socialist
principles, the man who declared four years ago
that all Socialists were justified in supporting their
governments since all nations were on the defensive,

This article of Lielknechts’ is an historic document
and deserves the serious study of every Socialist.

-of the war political situation, and a fight for po-
litical power in home policy, in which the scene
was carefully prepared to stage Bethman-Hollweg
as a liberal and moderate Imperialist, in order to
faciliate the treacherous policy of the leaders of
the party and labor unions. The declegate of the
eighteen even went so far as to advocate again
the abolition of the right of confiscation, to attack
the English capitalists instead of the German
Government at a moment in which this latter
Government capitulated before the most unscru-
pulous war fanatics and needed the most energe-
tic opposition. This policy means a continuance
of the Baralong policy of Ledebour on January
16th.

Whether all of the eightcen and all of the “offi-
cial” opposition in Berlin accept the responsibility
for the loose leaflets and the policy of their de-
legates or not—a group, leaders of which express
such opinions, are very far from a policy on prin-
ciples, although they may claim so loudly. The
formal combination of all kinds of indefinite oppo-
sitional feelings and motives is always a great
danger, especially so0 in a time of world changes.
This means confusion and dragging along on old
lines, it sterilizes and kills the militant elements,
which get into this mixed company. What must
be the conclusion from all this?

The warning against uncritical overestimating
of the action of the eightecn and of the events on
March 24th. The warning, to keep your eyes
open, not to forget that if we should join the
eighteen unconditionally. this would mean the sur-
est way to make the new group a shield to cover
the governmental policy, and to make the 24th of
March a mere phantom, just as December 21st
has already become a ghostly historic event. In
so far as March 24th means progress, this is to
a great extent due to the uncompromising critics
of all half-heartedness; it confirms the efficiency
of these critics on the strenghtening of the oppo-
sitional spirit.

The tactic of endless consideration and avoiding

of conilicts and decisions is damned by the events
on March 24th. In the turmeil of a world war al}
compromising breaks miserably together. Who-
cver tries to move around between warring armies
will be shot from both sides, unless he saves hig
life in time by joining one party or the other,
where, however, he will be received not as a hero,
but as a fugitive. The way of the cighteen was
a round about way, and not a pleasant one either.
Not. one advantage worth while to a scerious man
m this scrious period has been gained by this
delay. '

The masses were ripe for the test already at
the beginning of the war. They would not have
failed. The only result of the hesitation and
doubt has been the strengthening of poisonous op-
portunism,

Clear cut principles, uncompromising fighting,
whole-hearted decision!

Uncompromixzing Socialist action against the
war, against those who caused it, who profit by
it, who want to continuc {o support the war!
Also against the supporters of those who slander
the name of Social Democrats, Against the policy
of the majority, against the National Committee
and the Exccutive Committee of the party, against
the Central Commiittee of the labor unions and all
instances of the party and the unions that carry
this treacherous policy. To counteract this policy
with all means is now the main issue of the war
against war. A struggle to gain the majority
against the party, misrepresented by the dema-
gogues of the majority. A struggle for de-
mocracy in the party, for the rights of
the masses of the comrades, against the
failing and treacherous leaders, who form
the main supporters of the war. Against
all of those who in peace time have played into
the hands of militarism by upposing mass action
in favor of law and order, and who now hang
around in the waiting rooms of the army head-
quarters and the imperial ministers.

Now is the moment to throw away all formal
considerations. The party machinery is used ever
more and more without scruple by the bureau-
crats to enforce their policy, Autocratic decisions
are standard feature in the party. After the
methods of von Puttkamer, power is used to force
the opposition, the meanest incthods of Prussian-
Russian police brutality are used by the party
leaders against the minority. The independence
of the party press is disregarded with growing
brutality by -the so-called party majority. Even
the censorship of martial law is beaten by the
docile scholars of the military terror of the official
Socialist party. War aguninst this party all along
the line, to conquer the party for the party! War
against the traitors and usurpers, who must be
driven {rom their jobs and mandates laden with
the disgust ol the workers!

Reconquering of the party from the bottom
up through revolt of the masses, who will have
to take their organization into their own hands!
Not only words, but deeds! Away with all doubt
and cowardice! Away with compromise and a po-
licy of the swamp! Away with half friends, feeble
mindedness and sentimentalists! Those are out
of place where the fight is heart against heart.
The struggle for a decision in the party is on! It
must be fought without any consideration for the
sacrilegists, the traitors, the deserters from So-
cialism.

To the present system of party politics, not a
man and not a cent, but a fight to a finish. Those
who are not with us in this fight will be consider-
ed against us!
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Chapters from My Diary

In Switzcrland—The “German Treason”—Plekha-
nos—Greulich.

] ARRIVED in Zurich on August 4, 1914. Switz.

erland was then alrecady over-run with fugi-
tives from the warring countries. The central
question in Swiss life had become—the potato.
Would there or would there not be enough? The
violation of Belgian neutrality, the first com-
munications of the general staffs, lists of killed
and wounded, these things were already finding
difficulty in ubtaining a hearing, but the ques-
tion of the food supply was beginning to be im-
perative. And the Russians who were stranded
in Switzerland also conceived of world affairs, in
these eariy days, from the angle of the kitchen-
garden. Credit suddenly had gone to pieces;
communications with Russia were broken, the
banks stopped changing Russian money, then
they would pay 100 francs for 100 roubles, then
the rate would go up, then down, and then they
stopped altogether.

“They were giving 240 francs for 100 roubles
this morning.”

“You don’t say!”

“Yes, they were. You sce England declared
war yesterday. Change your fifty roubles at
once, or tomorrow Italy will come in, and they'll
begin giving us nothing again.”

The Russian traveling public, the cmigrants,
the students, the pleasure-seekers, formed a Com-
mittee of Public Welfare out of their midst,
around which all the fugitives grouped them-
selves, the army deserter, the member of the
Odessa supreme court, the Jewish laborer, the
director of a hospital, some actresses, etc., etc.
At Geneva they formed a General Administration
for Economic Welfare, in the Russian colony, un-
der the presidency of the Caucasian social-demo-
crat T, who, as is the custom, was called “Com-
yvade Chairman.” Wessel, the Russian Consul,
who was present at the meetings (oh, sweet were
the days of national unity!) asked his neighbor in
great astonishment: “If this is only the Comrade
of the Chairman, who is the real Chairman?’'—
::tslg which he respectfully addressed his remarks

After the food crisis had abated, there began
a discussion, among the political emivrants, as
to the conduct of the Socialist partics of the
various countries. The agreement ot the Ger-
man Social-Democratic Party to vote the first
five milliards of war credits, created an hnpres-
sion of dismay. Many would not believe it, and
insisted that the August 5th number of the Ber-
lin “Vorwaerts,” which brought us iliase’s dec-
laration, was a simple creation of the German
General Staff, intended to confuse the enemy as
to the internal conditions of Germany.

The first rather indistinct tendencies were al-
ready observable toward the formation of groups
within the party. P. B. Axelrod was completely
upset by the “treason of the Germans”: for that
is what we called the consent of August 4th in
our private conversations. “If Bebel were still
alive,” declared Axclirod,”he would never have
permitted it.” The action of the French Social-
ists, who on that very day, August 5th, did ex-
actly what the Germans had done, namely, voted
the war credits, made much less of an impression.
Most of us had always considered the French
Socialism inferior to the German, and othex_'s.
Axelrod among them, found “extenqating cir-
cumstances” pleading tor the French in the cir-
cumstances of the war itself. i

We began to reccive news of the positton of
Plekhanov, who, at the beginning of the war, was
in Paris. This news was not very definite at
first, but what there was of it was calculated to
produce the greatest disquietude. I had a num-
ber of conversations with Axelrod on this sub-
ject and he would never admit the posslbllgty th.a‘t
Plekhanov would turn out to be a patriot. .I
admit that he will make distinctions in his esti-
mates of French and German Socialism, and that
he will desire a French victory, but t’hat he will
come out for a victory of the Czar's armies—
never!”

I did not share this confidence. Already at the
time of the Russo-Japanese War. Plekhanov occu-
pied a position by himself in the “Iskra’ Group of
those days. To be sure, he did not voice his pa-
triotic feelings aloud, and at the Amsterdam Con-
gress he ‘ostentatiously shook the hand of Kata-

By Leon Trotzky

yama, yet at the same time, he was openly hos-
t;le to the confidence, then so dear to the revolu-
tionist, that the forces of Czarism would meet
with defeat ir. the war. But in 1913, when I was
at Bucharest, Rakovsky told me that just at the
time of the Russo-Japanese War, Plekhanov had
assured him with greater frankness than he had
shown toward us, that in his opinion the idea that
Socialism should be *“‘anti-nationalist,” and that it
should “work for national defeat” (to use the
expression that has since become current), was
an importation into the party that had been
brought about by the Hebrew intellectuals. This
assertion must have appeared all the more re-
markable to Rakovsky in view of the fact that at
that time not only the radical intellectuals, but
even the majority of the Liberal intellectuals, with
Milyukov at their head, were permeated with out-
gspoken ‘“‘defeatist” sentiments. Later, in July,
1914, two or three weeks before the opening of
the war, on the occasion of the “unifying” Rus-
sian Conference at Brussels, I understood from
a number of guarded observations made by Plek-
hanov, that he was not well-disposed toward the
“anti-patriotic” campaign which I had carried on
in my communications from Serbia and Bulgaria
at the time of the Balkan War. All these things
produced in me in August, 1914, an attitude of
guspicion toward the anointed leader of the Rus-
sian Social-Democracy. But the actual course of
events far outstripped my most gloomy expecta-
tions. In Paris, Plekhanov blessed the Russian
Revolutionary Volunteers in their struggle with

A Campaign of Slander

THE Allied, including also the American capitalist

press, has never shown any great inclination to tell
the truth in their dispatches of the present progress
of events in Russia. If at the beginning of the Rev-
olution this press attempted to be impartial, not in the
interpretation of the event, but in the description of
its movement, then, very soon, having learned the real
character of the cvent, it changed its front. In-
stead of facts it is giving the reader fruits of leisure
fancy from its special correspondents; instead of at
least a show of truth in the reports it gives fictions
full of slander, insinuations fabricated by its merce-
naries. Until recently this was done with the pur-
pose of distorting the actual meaning of the Russian
Revolution and discrediting it in the eyes of the mass-
es of the Allied countries. Now it is being done in
order to justify the attack of the Allied governments
on the Sovict Republic.

The American capitalist press shows especial zeal,
in the slanderous campaign the Allied press is waging
against Revolutionary Russia. It lies, lies meanly and
shamelessly. Almost every telegram from Russia is
a vile invention, every report on Russian events an
abominable libel on the Revolution and Russian people.

In connection with the developing Allied interven-
tion in Russia the American newspapers fill their pages
with all sorts of absurd fairy tales, such as, the pop-
vlation of the regions where the troops advance hail
with jov and enthusiasm their “liberators.” But who
will believe it? Who will believe that a people who
has made the greatest revolution in the history of man-
kind will “with joy" hail oppressors who are trying to
take away from them the conquests they have achiev-
ed? Who will believe that a Revolution will hail its
own executioners? Who will ever think that there
is truth in the assumption that the Russian worker
and the peasant, freed from their oppressors, will be-
gin to express joy because the power of the oppres-
sors was going to be restored?

The American press picturing the Russian people
as naive primitive men who with joy will exchange
the gold of their conquests for the glassy beads of *“for-
eign liberation,” this press is lying and slandering.
And it knows that it lies. It does it consciously for, it
has no other means to justify intervention.

Let then this mistress of the imperialistic bourgeoise
keep silent! Let her not abuse the honor of the Rus-

sian people!

“Prussian militarism,” and then was unable to
muster manhood enough within himself to raise
a voice in protest, when French militarism, rep-
resented in the persons of the non-coms of the
Forcign Legion, subected the unhappy Russian
idealists to degrading indignities. Plekhenov
sent a communication to the Bulgarians, sum-
moning them to intervene in the war on the side
of the Allies. Plekhanov mobilized Kant in the
defense of Czarist diplomacy. Plekhanov agitat-
ed for Italian intervention in the war by
writing the most extravagant chauvinistic arti.
cles for the ltalian yellow ojurnals. And, finally,
Plekhanov combined with certain backward la.
borites and populists, and with the renegade
Alexinsky, to form the staff of the Paris “Prizyv”
(“The Call), which, from number to number,
stamped us, the internationalists, as the agents of
the German General Staff,

But let us return to.the opening of the war. In
Zurich I met Greulich, a German, the patriarch
of the Swiss Social Democracy. Not of tall
stature, but rugged; not stout, but heavy; a com.
plete contrast to his contemporary, the late Bebel,
whose leaness was more like that of an emaciated
steel spring; Greulich produces an immediate
impression of importance, with his white mane
and the deep furrows of his thoughtful face. He
was fiercely indignant in these first wecks with
the action of the German Socialists; later the pow-
er of his indignation went down day by day.

“The International no longer exists,” said
Greulich, and I at once entered this observation of
his in my notebook. *“In the discharge of our
every-day political labors,” he continued, “we feel
that we are a real fordg, and we really are a force,
But when great massés sweep over the stage of
action, when it is clear that we constitute a mi-
nority, we may easily be hurled out of our politi-
cal pride into political self-debasement. To me,
that is the key to an understanding of all that is
going on. Victor Adler, Austerlitz, Renner, are
splendid Socialists, but even they will be lost al-
together with the rest of the party in the welter
of the politically amorphous masses.

“We are entering upon a period of great crieig
for the International. It may be reborn later, but
it will not be on the same foundations. We muyst
acknowledge before everything else that the polit.
ical parties have compromised themselves. The
trade unions have kept aloof, but they cannot ex-
ist without international bonds between them. It
is, therefore, my opinion, that the International
will be reborn after the war on the basis of the
trade unions.”

But Greulich was only partly right in these
words. Numerically, to be sure, we Socialists are
in the minority. But the class that is waging the
war is also in the minority. In our social system
there are still great masses of the population that
are completely “unhistorical” in their point of
view, that is, who in normal times have no kind
of political life. The conditions of Capitalism do
not permit and never will permit of the elevation
of these lowly petit bourgeois, semi-proletarian,
semi-hobo classes to the level of an equal partici-
pation in the destinies of society. These classes
are torn out of their intellectual death only by
such catastrophes as war or revolution.

War shatters the feiters of the commonplace,
and consequently the oppressive, debasing, unen.
lightened conditions. War destrovs the existing
equilibrium, tears one out of the accustomed
track, and gives promise of change. War clutch-
es all classes, and, consequentiy, those who are
oppressed and overburdened feel themselves on
an equal footing with the wealthy and powerful.
These powerful hopes for decisive changes are
one of the reasons why war so often brings revo-
lution in its train. Because war alone can never
make good the hopes which it arouses. Having
convulsed the masses with the most excruciating
physical crises,war invariably deceives them in the
end. At the very same time sections of society,
which in ordinary times are scarcely touched by
our propaganda, look in the direction of the revo-
lutionary party for the realization of the hopes
which not so long ago they hoped the government
would make good, with its apparatus of war. The
success of the Revolution depends to no slight de.
gree on the extent to which the Socialist party is
able to convince these masses that their hopes are
not illusions.
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The Constituent Assembly in Russia

AT five minutes past four o'clock on the morn-

ing of January 19th, 1918, while President
Teaernov of the first Russian Constituent As-
sembly was reading aloud the project of funda-
mental principles of the agrarian law, a sailor
steppad up to the tribune and touched him on the
shouldexj. Pointing to the empty seats of the
Bolsheviks and the Lert Social-Revolutionists, he
said calmly:

“You fellows had better go home. The rest
have gone. It’s very late and the guard is tired.”
~ Half an hour later, having passed a resolution
calling for immediate peace, a law confiscating
landed property, and declaring Russia to be a
democratic federative republic, the Constituent
Assembly adjourned, nevermore to meet—in this
or any other worid.

So ended the historic session of what was prob-
ably the most democratically-elected governing
body the world has ever seen. Qut of about five
hundred delegates present only 170 were Bol«
sheviks, and some 40 Left Social Revolutionistg—
while the rest, ubout 250 Social Revolutionists of
the right and center, 10 Cadets, half a dozen
Mensheviks and United Social Democrats (Gorki's
party), and the rest Mussulmen, Jews, Ukrani-
ans, Esthoniaus, Letts, etc., can be roughly char-
acterized as "“anti-Bolshkevik.” Did this not show
that Russia, after two months of Bolshevism, re-
jected the party and policies of the Council of
People’s Commissars? No, its significance was
much greater; it demonstrated conclusively and
forever the impotence of the old-time political
state as an expression of the will of the majority.

. The next day the Central Executive Commit-
tee of the All-Russian Soviets met at Smolny and
passed the following resolution, which I quote at
some length because it explains the feeling be-
hind the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly:

“The Russian revolution, since its inception,
has put forward the Soviets of Workmen's, Sol-
diers’ and Peasants’ Deputies as the means of or-
ganization of all the laboring and exploited
classes which alone can direct the struggle of
these classes for their complete economic and
political liberation.

“During all the first period of the Russian rev-
olution, the Soviets multiplied, grew and expand-
ed, realizing by their own experience the empti-
ness of all illusions about a conciliation with the
bourgeoisie, and the vanity of all forms of bour-
geios-parliamentary democracy; and they have
finally come to the conclusion that it is impossible
to emancipate the oppressed classes without
breaking completely with these fqrms, and with
all concilintions of any kind. This rupture was
realized by the November revolution, and the
transfer of all power into the hands of the Sovi-
ets.

“The Constituent Assembly, elected upon the
basis of elcctoral lists which were drawn up be-
fore the November revolution, is the expression
of the old-time political relations between Cadets
and the conciliators then in power. i

“For example, the people could not, while vot-
fng for the candidates of the Socialist Revolu-
tionary party, distinguish between the S. R. right
and center, ally of the bourgeoisie, and the left
S. R., partisans of Socialism. In this fashion the
Constituent, which was to have been the crown
of the bourgeois-parliamentary republic, could
not but become an obstacle in the way of the No-
vember retolution and the Soviet power. Be-
cause it gave the power to the Soviets, z}nd.
through them, to the laboring and exploited
classes, the November revolution provoked a des-
perate resistance on the part og the exploiters,
and in the crushing of this resistance, the No-
vember revolution manifested itself plainly =as
the beginning of the social revolution. .

“The working-class was forced to convince it-
self by experience that bourgeois p.grhamentar-
jsm had outlived its usefulness, that it was abso-
lutely incompatible with the realization of So-
cialism.—that not national institutions, but only
class institutions are powerful enough to break
the resistance of the propertigd classes and lay
the foundation of Socialist society. )

“All restriction of the power of the Soviets.
power conquered by the people of the Republic of
Soviets. in favor of bourgeois parliamentarism
and the Constituent, would be now a step back-
ward and signify the failure of the entire work-
ers’ and peasants’ revolution of November.

“Opened the 18th of January, the Constituent,
because of well-known circumstances, gave the

By John Reed

majority of the party of the right Social Revolu.
tionists, the party of Kerensky, of Avksentiev
and of Tchernov. Naturally this party refused
to examine the proposition made by the supreme
organ of the Soviet power, a proposition clear,
precise and admitting no equivocation, to adopt
the ‘Declaration of the Rights of the Working and
Exploited People,’ to recognize the November rev-
olution and the Soviet power. By that refusal
the Constituent broke all bonds with the Russian
Soviet Republic. Therefore, inevitably, the Bol-
sheviks and the Left Social Revolutionists must
withdraw from such a Constituent, forming as
they do at present an immense majority in the
Soviets and possessing the confidence of the work-
ers and most of the pcasants.

“Qutside of the Constituent the parties of the
majority of this Assembly, the right S. R. and
the Mensheviks, carry on an open war against the
power of the Sovicts, inciting in their organs the
people to overturn this power, and by that fact
aiding the resistance of the exploiters to the
transfer of the land and the factories into the
hands of the workers.

“It is clear that the part of the Constituent
which remains can only play the part of screen to
the attempt of the bourgeois counter-revolution
to destroy the power of the Soviets.

“In consequence, it is resolved by the Central
Executive Committee:

“That the Constituent Assembly be dissolved.”

What happened? Did Russia attempt to rise in
revolt? Was there an outecry? The only audible
protest came trom the London Times, the Paris
‘Temps, the New York Herald, and Gustave Herve,
There was no revolt in Russia; on the contrary,
a sort of immense sigh of relief swept the coun-
try, and the Cossacks finally began to turn
against Kaledine. As for the members of the
dissolved Constituent, for a few days they mut-
tered angry plans to meet illegally in Finland or
the Don and raise the banner of rebellion; but to
their intense astonishment they found that the
masses of the people accepted the dissolution with
perfect calm,~—-even forgot it entirely, and turned
their attention to the Third Convention of All-
Russian Soviets, which assembled in the seats of
the Constituent Assembly five days later, and de-
clared Russia forever the property of the toiling
masses, a repubile of Soviets, the invincible sword
of the social revolution . . . whole two bands
played the “Internationale” and the *Marseil-
laise” simultancously, and seven hundred big
bearded workers and peasants kissed cach other
with tears rolling down their checks.

So ended the last act of the battle between the
Russian bourgeoisic and proletariat, between the
Soviets and the Constituent, between parliament-
ary democracy and—somecthing new.

1t will be objected that the Soviets are only a
new form of parliamentary democracy, much like
the primitive Anglo-Saxon “town meeting.” But,
as & matter of fact, the Soviet is a new invention.
In the first place it consists of declegates elected
by small units of the working population, with the
property-holding classes excluded. Meecting fre-
quently, its members can be recalled and replaced
by their constituents at any time, and so the en-
tire complexion of the local Soviets, and through
them, the central Soviets, must change auto-
matically with the change of mass opinion, which
is particularly sensitive in time of revolution,
Then consider the All-Russian Convention of
Soviets, which meets at least every three months,
and oftener if any special question demands it;
with such a machinery of government a new Con-
stituent Assembly of all Russia is held four times
a year. And the authority of the small Soviets is
not delegated to the larger Soviets, but like them,
based on the direct vote of the peasants in their
fields, the workmen in their factories and the sol-
diers in barracks and trenches.

Now in the course of the Russian revolution.
which in the short space of eight months lived
through almost every known form of government,
the Soviets, which were founded in order to 51e-
fend the interests of the proletariat in the bmh_i-
ing of new Russia, learned by experience what it
has taken the working class of the world & hun-
dred vears to begin to see—that the modern con-
stitutional democratic state is based on a qml
war of the classes. In the beginning the Soviets
acquiesced in the bourgeois government, them-
selves playing the part of a sort of democratic

threat over the heads of the Ministers.

The Russian masses had  three imperative
wants—pcuace, land, and some sort of workers’
co-operation in the management of industry., As
yet, however, these three demands were cx.
pressed by the Soviets in the form of: generul
peice in conjunction with the Allies; settlement
of the land question at the Constituent Assembly ;
und a sort of government supervision of industry,
‘I'he great majority of the Soviets was Menshe-
vik and right Social Revolutionary—that is to
say, “moderate Socialist.” During the tirst three
months of the Revolution the philosophy of the
Russian democracy may be roughly summarized
in the lollowing formula:

*The social revolution is impossible. First, the
Russian proletariat is not prepared; sccond, a
Socialist Russia cannot exist in the midst of a
capitalistic Kurope.”

Before the coalition of the Soviet leaders with
the bowrgeois leaders, the Soviets had empha-
sized the clearly-expressed will of the Russian
masses, peace, land, industrial democracy. But
now consider what happened.  The *“Socialist”
miuisters found themscives absolutely unable to
carry on their class war against the bourgeois
ministers in the Government, \Whenever demo-
cratic proposals were brought forward, the bour-
geois ministers threatened to resign, passively
resisted, delayed, postponed., Tchernov, Socialist
Minister of Agriculture, was unable to get adopt-
ed the mildest measure of a whole series of land
reforms—the law relating to the valuation of
reiil property; he was finally forced to sit quietly
by and allow the arrest of the peasant Land Com-
mittees, which had been formed at the request of
the first Provisional Government itsclf. Skobe-
lev, Minister of Labor, was unable to persuade the
rest of the Cabinet to sanction his program for
the participation of the laubor unions in the ad-
ministration of factories, and was finally bullied
into attempting to restrict the growing influence
of the FFactory Shop Committees. Tserctelli him-
self when the Cronstadt workmen and sailors de-
posed a tyranical government commisar and
elected one of their own was persuaded to go to
Cronstadt, and in the name of the Soviets restore
the previous commissar. Kcrensky, threatened
not only by the hostility of the Russian bour-
geois government, but also by the bourgeois gov-
crnments of the Allies, and especially the United
States, forced upon the war-weary Russian army
the great offensive of July, which crumbled into
ghastly disaster at Tarnopol.

Mecanwhile the Pussian bourgeoisic inaugurat-
cd a plan of deliberute sabotage in factorics,
mines, farms, railroads. In an interview with one
of the great financiers of Russia, Stepan Liano-
sov, I was told with amazing frankness how the
propertied classes were “starving the Revolu-
tion”; coal mines were flooded, factory machin-
ery wreeked and the shops closed down, railroads
were disorganized. In the army the oflicer class
was also working to destroy the soldiers’ commit-
tees and Soviets, and restore the old-fashioned
autoeratic discipline so fatal to revolutionary
thought. Through the complacency of Kerensky
the death penalty was re-introduced --and applied
to political agitators of the left wing; Socialist
newspapers were shut down; and military defeat
was brought about. Besides many other proofs
in my possession, I publish herewith one of the
sceret documents discovered in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, which sheds a bright light on
the fall of Riga:

“Baron Faschiatti to Baron Sonnino at Rome
Jassy, August 22—September 4, 1917,

“Diamandi has telegraphed to Bratiano (Ruman-
ian premier) from the Stavka, where he is for
the moment, using the direct wire between Stav-
ka and the Russian command in Rumania, for the
purpose of transmitting his conversation with
General Kornilov. The General told him that he
should not attach great importance to the fall of
Riga. The General added that the troops aban-
doned Riga on his orders. . . . General
Kornilov counts also on the impression which the
{all of Riga will produce upon public opinion, to
the end of the immediate re-establishment of dis-
cipline in the Russian army.”

It was in April that Lenin came to Petrograd,
with his clear vision of the consequences of So-
cialist coalition with the bourgeoisie, as exempli-
fied in all the warring countries—by the Vander-
veldes, the Albert Thomas’, the William English
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Wallings. 1 believe that almost alone in Russi
. ssia,
perhapa in the whole world, Lenin appreciated the
significance and possibilities of the Soviets. It
:u he who saw what was coming; it was he who
rst raised the great cry, “All Power to the Sovi-
ets.”. As the Soviet leaders themselves were
more and more carried away on the side of apa-
thy, or even opposition to, the will of the masses:
as the masses felt themselves more and more
abandoned, leaderless—the Bolshevik propaganda
made rapid progress among them, culminating In
the spontaneous but abortive uprising of July 16-
18, which momentarily checked the spread of
Bolshevism, but accomplished two other intensely
important things: first, it almost wrecked the
prestige of the Soviets, and secondly, it forced the
modernte Socialists over to the side of the hour-
geoisie.

Vith the Soviets wenkened, the Bolsheviks
ruined, the ‘bourwecisie grew suddenly insolent
and impaient. The agrarian riots, caused by the
Government's refusal to keep its promises about
the land question, were suppressed by Cossacks;
evervwhere the left wing Socinlists were impris-
oned. or rendered absolutely powerless- cven in
the Soviets. Almost openly, and with the partic-
ipation of the Socialista in the Ministrv, Korni-
lov was invited to hecome a sccond Napoleon.
But the bourreoisie had not estimated the latent
strpngth of the revolutionary masses, who rose
as one man as soon as the issue beeame clear.
And the Kornilov attempt immediately revived
the Sovieta, those extraordinarily eflicient instru.
ments of revolutionary action, and raised the
Bolsheviks at one bound into power. It was in
September that the Soviets beean {0 chanee their
comnlexicn—aver nivht—first the Pefrograd Sov-
iet, then that of Mogcow, Kiev, Odessa, followed
by the smnller Soviels, Al last the masges knew
the wav thev should oo, although Their conrse of
artion wna nol vel elenr,

Nat the bonrgeaiaie kpew e dangper, and e
Lo mined al one cleake to ernch the power of The
thaviela fenever  The sonl guestion in the mimle
oof bosbly miclen b bsevonnne Ehe gusction of soali
Gaoons willy Hheer Drovnnr ccacaniovies Noaed 0 The P tatie
Comfoereni e, manl olterwand fo the oo pacdicvanent,
boy bl bl evera e ol ol Whe dolucm e Theyv o
oeanedl hesenshy woed thee Do bbbl en Mtk
waors Lhe alay Tor conltbion, orsinst The vanbdly
eryslallioanse ampwsalion of bl the pices ol R
shie Al whal of Fhe Sovieta? e The Ixviesti
of Seplember Hth Hhe Cenleal Fxecalive Com
mittee spoke of the Coalition Governmenl as ol
Jlows:

“At last a truly demoeratic government, horn
of the will of all classen of the Russian peonle,
the first rouch form of the future liberal parlia-
mentarv rerime, has been formed. Ahead of us
is the Constituent Aasemblyv, which will solve all
questions of fundamental law, and whnse com-
position will he easentially democratic. The func-
tion of the Soviets is at an end. and the time is
annronchine when thev must retive, with the rest
of the revolutiopary machinerv, from the stace
of a free and victorious peonle, whose weanons
shall hereafter be the peaceful ones of political
action.”

At the onening meeting of the new Qmmcil of
the Russian Republie, Trotsky rose to his feet on

THE angel of death whispers no more in the trenches

‘of the Wostern front. “The war to end war”
iz over—the war that was to end for ever the shrick
of the deadly shrapnel, the zip-p-p of the flesh-tear-
ing bullet, the carth-rending crash of the exploding
shicll, the wash of the hungry torpedo, the lurch of
the stricken.ship, the drone of the terror of the skics,
the red glare of the hombed village, the thunder of de-
fiant artillery, the shrill whistle of command. tha
thud of flying fect, the hoarse shout of charging bat-
talions. the cold glint of onrushing bayonets, the duil
impact of clashing troops, the hiss of the liquid death,
the screams of the mangled dying. the curses and
moans of the wounded, the heart sobs of deserted
women. the wail of the lonely child. .

The lowering clouds of the wintry sky no longer
coneeal a ock of hombing planes, machine-guns no

lmger lurk in the bushes, vonder Wil ne lemper
wa ke fiekl battesy, the sunken ditehes, “where men
dige their praves amd call them trevche” are emply
peave walks abroad where death s Ltely reipned.
ot what of the 1est of the wer b2 1 the augel of

behalf of the Bolsheviks, and cried, “With this
government of the Pcople’s Treason we Bolshe-
viks have nothing to do!” And the Bolsheviks
walked out. For them the issue was clear. The
All-Russian Soviets had been called to meet in
Petrograd in the first week in November, and
then it would be seen which was the stronger—
the hourgeoisie, intelligentsia and moderate So-
cialists. or the proletariat.

Nobody doubted that this was war—the final
battle for sovernmental power. which is by far
the most important question of revolution. The
Co_nt\'al Executive Committee of the Soviets, now
allies of the bourpgeoisie, tried everv possible
means to stop the meeting of the All-Russian
Soviets—telegraphing their licutenants all over
Russia to hinder the clection. deelare arninst the
congress, ete. Tt wag at just that time that T had
an interview with the seeretary of the Central
Committee of the Cadet Party. ITe said:

“Since the Kornilov affair we Cadets don’t dare
to be very active in public. Moreover, it is not
neeessary. The Modernte Socialists are doine all
the dirty work for us, althourh too stupid to know
it. The hourecoisie wants evervhody to co-oper-
ate with it. but it co-opcrates with nobhodv.”

But, as a matter of fact, the bourgeoisin made
fthe same mistake it had made in the davs of
Kornilov. TFlushed with trinmph, it eveated a
sort of parliament ( Council of the Republic)
which had no power, and an irresponsible Minis-
try. In this parliament the Crdet members even
declared that it was illegal to deelvre Russia a re-
rublict The destruction of the Soviets, restora.
tion of dizeinline in the army, protection of pri-
vate nroperty these were the anealions disenesed,
And o evown all, Torrecteherkn, Mirisier of For.
eirn ATairs, slood 0 the tribme and enineinted
the zame policy of war fo annibhildion which {he
Rnssinn demoerney had co alvibinel popudinled
when the Milvabkov minicfee Fedl in Ny,

Foom all over Buccia The Doviel dolooalen oepn
vatheving Frovn b Widine place Loanin lifled
ey alter day hie voa of lnaas crving, “lTamn
recbion? fonruprection!?”  Whal followed was (he
Tlovemdws tevolubion

AN this
Lioonr oo Fhe vl anensd

mecinan very far wwar foonn The gpnies
Armescbedv . bl ns 0 oinad
T oo Gt e evedinbiven o el s ood vaves spnenl
i the aaeml ol hiolly e Joasbered v e §n
Lo ol s ol Infae sof e pevollubion. b« elealy
vefleclted e theirr view polnd coaneerming the Con
stiluent Assembly,

b all he fest sixo months of the Revolution the
bourveoisie feared a demoeraticollveeloctod Cone
stituent Assembly, and vostponed the dafe of ifs
onenine again and aeain, while the demorracy
chine 1o il as the solution of all diffirulfice, Final-
Iv the elomor grew so rreat that the houreenicie
was foreed to aeree 10 the onenine of the Conatit-
uent at the end of Navember, Rut na Iate as Sep-
tombher, one of the Cadet leaders snid to me,

“If the Constituent shows any Utanian tenden.
ciex, we will exeente a military coun d’etat, sur.
round the hall with soldiers and arrest the dele-
gates, . . "

On the other hand, all the maseee and their
orranizations were in favar of the Conetitnent,
and ns Iate nx the end of Octoher. when Trotely
and the Bolsheviks left the Council of the Repub-

The Angel of Death

death no longer stalks the ficlds of Flanders what of
the places where men huild their prisons and call them
factories, dig sepulchres and call them mines? Does
the ccho of death’s whisper not murmur here?

“The war to end war™ is over.  Dut away in the ice-
locked north of Russia is not the battle line still far
flung? Docs not the angel of death whisper over the
frozen steppes? R

The war is over. but the struggle is on.  The class
strugale—the struggle of the machine and its owners
against man, the struggle which must make man the
master of the machine or for ever its slave, the grim
battle hetween man and the machine. hetween life and
a living death—is hegun and in Russia it flares into
open war.,

Into the alwsde of the machine ponr the millions of
And the machine awakes and
aned the millions approach to

the world each dav,
toars o hunery roar
feed i nuttions who st be ever on the alerg lest they
mieakeulate, for miscalenlation means death

A tcinent of abstraction. .. A shiiek. ... A me

i

lic, they declared that they withdrew for one rea-
son because the bourgeoisie wanted to wreck the
Constituent, and that they, the Bolsheviks, would
defend it with their blood.

This apparent inconsistency with their later
action in dissolving the assembly is always em-
phasized by the capitalist press of all countries,
which pretends to believe that the Bolsheviks are
as tyrannical as all bodies of men who achieve
power, and that they dissolved the Constituent
simply because it opposed their wishes. But that
is not true.

I have said that in leaving the Council of the
Republic the masses knew the way they should go,
although their course of action was not clear.
For cexample, there was a strong minority op-
posed to the insurrectionary policy of Lenin, who
were only beaten by a few votes when it came to
the question of whether or not to make the No.
vember revolution, So it was concernine the
question of the Constituent. Althourh after the
establishment of the Pre-parliament the masses
knew instinctively that for them parlinmentary
democeracy was a mortal enemy, still thev had
heen edueated for fifty vears to believe that a
Russian National Assembly would solve all their
problems, just as the French peonle thourht in
1789-92. Lenin, of course, was acainst the Con-
stituent Assemblv from the beginnine, bhut it was
not until after the November revolution, when
the Soviets finally bezan to feel the power of the
great Russian mass pourine throueh all the chan.
nels of life, that the majority saw the utter fu-
tility of a conventional territorial nssemblv. elect.
ed in the very midst of the November revolution,
from clectoral lists made un so long hefore that
the Socinl-Revolutionist party was still sel down
as one party with a sinele proeram, althoneh in
October it had aplit into two geparate and distinet
partiog, with {wo programs,

tefore the Novemher ravolution the maaney
hined anpuunded tha Conalituant, and the Lonrea
oinin had opposed il hecanan §§ war nlnin thal The
mapaily would he Soctalist ; aflar (he Movembag
1evolition  howevear. (he hmneeninle anjeanted
the Conalituent, and the masana anjuaed 1 he
cansn 1 wae plaln that (he maimily woukl he
nunlernta b ialisle, (hal lo to say, anli Itolahie
vih

Hul the Moviels wera  bealler 1epeseulalive
Sondies than the Constilueal ; miul the Jeasdes:y of
the Boviels hoew (hal the panterata Sovishisd ain
Jority of The Constituent. hisd no real followine:
that it bune in the air, like Mohamet’s coftin,
Aund, indecd, blown upon by the roueh hireath of
the impatient peonle, the Constituent Asxsembly
vanished like smoke, leaving no trace hehind it.

As for the Soviets, When peace has come and
the last effort of houreeoig counter-revolution is
crushed; when the resistance of 1hic S eatate
is finally erushed bv the exnronriation of »ll that
feeds it: then the nolitieal function of the Soviets
is largely at an end, and their economic funection
begins--uniting in themselves the oreanizations
of the workers, the peasants, and leavine to the
free urge of life the creative imnulses of mankind,
Out of these Soviets is coming a new and dre"m-
ed-of oreanization of society; a world in which
povernment consists onlv in sunniving men with
the material for the building of happy cities.

mentary jar in the whirr of the machine.... The
angel of death whispers. ... The machine moves on.,

In Russia man conquered the machine and harnessed
it to do his bidding so the owners of the machine rush
to its aid and the smoldering struggle bursts into
the open flame of war. War to destroy those who
have fought not only the war to end war but
the war to end the tyranny of the machine. War to
destroy those who not only would make “the graves
called trenches” uscless, but who would also sweep
away the prisons called factories, the sepulchres
called mines, and in their places raise smiling fields,
{actorics no longer prisons, mines no longer sepul-
chres.  War to destroy those who would take the
tvranny called profit out of the machine and make it
the servang of man to the end that the angel of death
should whisper n0 more hecanse aof the machine and
ils owner.

Peace reipns in Flanders, the angel of death whivi
ers no more in the trenches of the \Wesern fiont, Innt
the grim strapple between man and the machine s
o and in Russia the bavfe liwe i far fluag
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Russia—and the New Revolution
THE advent of the revolutionary proletariat in

Germany and Austria has immeasurably
strengthened the power of the Soviets in Russia.
The Bolsheviki have greatly contributed to the
eoming of the new revolution not only by their
ideas, not only by the force of their wonderful
accomplishments in Russia, but by the wide use
of Russian Bolshevik agitators in Germany and
Austria. While the Brest-Litovsk peace negotia-
tions were going on, the Bolsheviki waged a tre-
mendous revolutionary propaganda among the
German troops; after peace was concluded, this
propaganda continued and spread into Germany
itself, the centre being Bolshevik Ambasador Joffe
in Berlin, who co-operated with Rosa Luxemburg,
Franz Mehring and other revolutionary Socialists,
Upon the outbreak of the revolutionary crisis in
Austria, N. 1. Bucharin, editor of the Moscow
“Social Democrat” and an influential Bolshevik,
departed for Vienna. Upon his departure Bucha-
rin declared: “We have to share our knowledge
with the West European proletariat, whose move-
ment has no leader or system or determined po-
licy. In this we must help them.” Bolshevik
agents in Poland are developing a formidable re-
volutionary movement, the centre of which is
Car! Redek.

The Soviet Government has organized a capable
Socialist army, which an official of the old regime,
recently arrived in Paris, was compelled to admit is
a disciplined and efTective instrument. The fourth
All-Russian Soviet Congress, held in July, decided
upon the organization of a large army. Some time
later the Central Executive Committee adopted
the following resolution: “The joint session of
the Moscow Executive Committee and the Mos-
cow Soviet approves the policy of the Soviet Gov-
ernment which constantly puts into practice the
decisions of the fourth extraordinary All-Rus-
sian Congress. The joint session assumes that
the main problem of the Soviets, under the pre-
vailing conditions, is increased activity in the
organization of a strong Soviet army, strengthen-
ing of all organizations which embrace the masses
of workers and peasants, the strenghtening of
internal harmony and discipline in the ranks
of these organizations. In the transitory period
we are passing through, the Soviet Government
must strengthen the dictatorship over the bour-
geoisie. By harmonius and energetic work of all
the comrades devoted to the task of completing
the November Revolution, we will reach, in spite
of all obstacles, the cqmplete success of the
world’s Social Revolution.”

Te Germnny ~ Balvheviki and Dthero

ROSA LUXEMBURG and Karl Liebknecht are
working harmoniously in the great revolutionary
struggle, emerging as dominating factors in the
situation,

The international revolutionary Socialists in
Bremen recently issued a pamphlet declaring that
not only the Scheidemaan majority Socialists, but
also the Independent Socialists of the Haase type,
are simply adepts in radical phrases while avoid-
ing deeds; the Internationalists and Communists
insist upon revolutionary action.

Prior to the revolutionary explosion, the masses
were stirring into action, opposed by the union
and “Socialist” bureaucrats. The Miners’ Union
issued an appeal to the workers in the Rhine coal
basin calling upon them to be calm and not tole-
rate strike propaganda. The appeal declared that
partial strikes had broken out in the industrial
districts of Essen, threatening to spread to other
regions.

The soldiers also were uneasy. On August 5,
"German soldiers at Reval disarmed themselves
to show that they were tired of war. The.tele-
phone wires were cut, and at meetings held the
same day speakers denounced war. The cry was:
“Enough of bloodshed! We do not want to fight
any longer!” Two hundred soldiers were arrestcd.
At Felline, in Livonia, at the end of July, trouble
started in the garrison, which thereupon receiv-
ed orders to place itself in readiness for the west-
ern front—an order never executed. Detachments
sent to enforce the order joined the repelg. organ-
jzed a joint meeting, ending with singing rev-
olutionary songs. After the meeting, the soldiers
marched to the railway station, divested them.
selves of all military insignia, and boarded the
trains. Upon their arrival at the Meisgkull depot.
they met detachments coming from Perman and
Weissenstein on their way to the vgestem front.
After a meeting, the new soldiers Q1vested them-
selves of military insignia and dispersed with

cries: “Enough of war! Bread and peacel”

Incidents of this sort, together with the mass
actiqn of the industrial workers, brought the rev-
olution, in spite of the conservative union bureau-
cracy and Socialists. Now that the revolution is
on, the conservative Socialists want “unity.” The
Berlin “Vorwaerts” moans that the Revolution
requires Socialist unity, but that the radicals are
breaking the unity. The “Vorwaerts” unity
means counter-revolution; there will be unity—
after revolutionary Socialism conquers.

The Ideal Soldier

In No. 80 of “Suom-Finland,” a paper of German
imperialist propaganda published at Helsingfors
Finland, there is an article on *“The Ideal Soldicr,”
which characterises the ideal of German militar-
ism and of that German-maintained government
of Finland which public opinion among the Allies
has grected:

“An impassable gulf separates the soldier, par-
ticularly the recruit, from his officers. The last
are always right; a recruit—never!

“The soldier must obey the orders of his su.-
perior. He must execute them blindly, without
thinking.

“The soldier must not even desire to act inde-
pendently since he is subjected to the will of his
superior. The soldier must think, nor speak, be-
cause he is obliged to act upon orders of his sup-
erior.

“A voung soldier is not a man: it is only
through the orders of his superior that he he-
.comes a human being.

“I.ike a worm he must remain in the dust and
listen to the whistling of the whip over his head.
It is only after weeks and months that the erace
of his superior raises a recruit from the dust,
washes him. dresses him and transforms him
into A man and a soldier.

“The superior of the soldier is a magic mirror,
his image must not reveal any vices.

“The superior is a god to the soldier: a god
to whom he is not obliged to pray, but whom he
must respect and whose divine orders he must
execute,

“The god of the soldier is never content and
never thankful for accomnlished deeds. But he
severely punishes insubordination.

“Because the hands of the soldier’s superior
holds the key to the earthly hell.”

This is not satire, but serious propaganda. It

APPRECIATIONS—~AND BUSINESS

Bookshop, Chicago: “Received your ten copies,
and sold them in as many seconds. Send fifty more
immediately.”

Ellis O. Jones, New York: “l just got hold of
Vol. 1. No. 2. of The Revolutionary Age. I like its
tone. its spirit and its contents. There should be tre-
mendous demand for just this sort of thing. We
must steer a straight course at this eritical time. 1
am poing to mention your paper in a speech which I
am making tomorrow night hefore the I. S. S. T am
gnine to hold it up as a concrete example of the kind
of thing we need and the kind of thing we will get
in American journalism. If there is anything I can
do for vou, let me know.

F. G. Nasmyth, Boston: “The night of your address
at the Tabian Club the following membhers sub-
scribed for The Revolutionary Ace. The slips were

not all turned in, I am sure, but those I have rescued
are as follows:—"

ORDER A BUNDLE!

The Revolutionary Age must reach the masses;
it is a vital and a necessary thing.

Get subscribers; the subscription rate is $1.00
for three months (27 issues). Prepaid subscrip-
tion cards can be secured in quantity upon re-
ceipt of the price.

Particularly good work can be done by means
of bundles. Get your local or your union to order
a bundle ; order a bundle vourself for sale or dist-
ribution among your fellow-workers in the shops.

Bundle orders are coming in splendidly. from
New York, Chicago, Cleveland and other cities.
Everywhere the paper has reached—enthusiasm
and orders! We want to dispose of one hundred
thousand copies an issue—it can be done in the
next month!

Prices in bundles of ten or more: 2¢. a copy,
all charges prepaid. Send that order now!

Address
Manager Steinert

885 Washington Street. Boston, Mass.

is simple—beautifull No wonder t}
revolted.
The British Preparing

THE British Labor Party has brokc
with the government and the ruling
vate of 1,844,000 to 891,000, The ult
ary forces declared that severing rek
the government would prove a cilin
party. The congress adopted a resolu
for the reclease of John MacLean an
political prisoners, including Couscie
jectors. Macl.ean is a thoroughly re
Sacialist, and in 1915 was sentenced te
imprisonment for revolutionary activ
the war; he has been praised by l.enin
spring of 1918 was appointed Conxul
viet Government in Glasgow, Macl.
candidate of the Labor Party for Pa
the Glasgow district. Iis constituent
cally refused to accept the candidaturc
Minister” Barnes, one of the labor de
coalition government of Lloyd George,

The Labor Party enters the comin
with a characteristic opportunistie an
form program, incapable of rallying
Ltionary masses.

The Independent Labor Parly's Nat
cil (the 1. I.. P. policy approximates -
policy of the Independent Socialists of
has passed a resolution congratulatin
man Sacial Democracy upon the brilli
most bloodless revolution. The resolut
that a Socialist government has been .
and welcomes the agreement be
twa gections of the German Socialist
This is characteristic of the I. I.. P.’s
policy: why not congratulate the Sp:
cialists? Before the proletarian rew.
conquer in Germany, it must sweer
“unity of the scctions” praised by th

At a conference in London a sche
prevention of strikes in shipyards
mously adopted by the Shipbuilding
Federation and the representatives of
unions concerned.

The Belgian Reaction Revea!

THE Belgian Socialist Party rece
a manifesto in which it cnergetically
the Reigian people not to allow the *
war to develop into a war of aggressio
ing parliamentary control over the go
activity.

This flicker of independence has per
too late. Relgiuan imperialists have j
a campaign for the anncxation of *
Dutch territory,” the left bank of t
River.

Even the social-patriotic Socialists «
should now realize that the imperi:
swindled them. They will yet be swej
the righteous wrath of the Belgian ;

The Belgian Socialists, and others, 1
immediate convacation of an Internatic
ist Congress, \What sort of Congress
gress of “international” social-patriot
Vandervelde. Henderson, Thomas, Scl
Renaudel, Maslov, Branting and Troc
a Congress of revolutionary Sociali
knecht, Lenin, Trotzky, Loriot, Lazzari,
the active internationalists?

The Development in France

THE news that the international
allows to come from France concerns t
sentatives of the masses” and not th
That there is a proletarian mass mov
veloping, is a certainty. The French 1
as well as the proletariat of Italy, is
for great things.

The reactionary Socialists Deputies
pealed to Premier Clemenceau for “Soc
presentation at the Peace Conference.
cr” has graciously promised to take tl
under consideration. Socialism has scorc
victory!

The renezade Gustav Herve, editor of
toire,” formerly “La  Guerre Sociale,
cently expelled from the party. Herve
a violetit social-patriot: his attitude
infamous that it is not much of a cree
party to kick him out. Now the joh of
the Augean stables shnuld begin—the
of Thomas. Renaudel. Cachin, and the o
tors, who have betrayved Socialism and
party, until recently, an ally of Imperia



