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MINER MURDERED
IN ANTHRAGITE

Licata Killed by Company
Thugs; Police Refuse
To Do Anything

PITTETON, Pa—Al 12:40 on (he
morning” of March 2, 1931, Bamuel
Lieata, well-known militant nuner,
waa murdered in Lthe shadow of his
own home here. Licata was a’leader
of the progressive miners movement
in the Anthracite for over a deearde
and has heen identified with a number
of opposition movemcnts against the
Lowis buroeracy.

There iz good evidence that Licala
wagz murdered as a resalt of inform-

stion he had sboul the murder ofj

Camphell ond  Reilly, progressive
miners, three years ago. He is sup-
posed to have had mformation inerim-
inating “Little Jimmy” Deminiani
who was brought back to Pitlston re-
cently from Loustana in connectiom
with the Camphbell-Reilly murder.
There is also information that a city
policeman was slanding not  fifty
yvards from where the murder lock
place. The excuse is now being given
that a deep shadow onveloped the
spot of the murder at the time it took
Mace but there is ne basis for this
allegation. When Alex Camphell and
PPeter Reilly wore murdered by ecal
company  gunmen  two  neoloveycles
came 1o the geene of the critme and
slood at the place for aboul twenty
minutes, thus giving the murderors
a chance to escape,
(Continned on puge 2)

A NEW ATTACK ON
OUR PAPER

P. 0. Again Refuses Second
Clags Mailing Rights
To the “Age”

The attack of the Dnost Office on
the FEesolwliowary Ape still econtin-
upes. On March 2, 193] the Postmaster
of New York, Joln J. Kiely, informed
the business office of the Ravofution-
ary Age that the Third Assistant
Poatmaster General has again refused
to prant second-class mailing rights
to our paper on the grounds that:

“The pullishers, altho given
ample opportunity, have failed fo
establish that the publication meets

the requirements of the law, .

This means: in shite of “ample
opporianity”, the Revofutionary dga
has "fatled to cstablish' Lhat in the
fature it will cease fighling for the
interesls of the workers! Well, we
admit this “charge”! We will con-
tinue to “fail” to eive the Tosi Office
Lthe “guarantees” it wants,

We appeal to the workers, whose
intercsts the Age has been defending,
lo corie o the support of eour paper

in ita fight apainst the governimeni

TOM MOONEY'S LETTER TO AMERICAN LABOR

San Quenlin Prison, Japuary 15, 1931.

DEAR FRIENDS AND FELLOW UNTONISTS

JUSTICE IS5 DEAD IN CALIFORNIA.
people have bheen teold to go to hell,

Plutnceagy bas won, and the
Tgnoring positive proofs of a

"frapeup,” approving the fake "study of tha evidenca,” the bogus

raviews by the‘Courts,

the double cressing by Oovelnor Youhg, tha

i rEmaup erow and the whitewashing of the perjured
?:étl.fgogg ;Ii‘seri: by tﬁe most sordid undsrwqud characters, the ._]ud[;as
of the Califernia Suprome Court hava remained true to but one ideal
—tyranny; and loyal to but ore group—plutocracy.

What does the Supreme Crurt care how the pgople feel or what

they think?
Hation.

The members of that Court know #he rules this State and
Thoy Wnow that the Almighty Dellar riles California as it

Rmerica, that already a dietatorship of the plutecracy has
%g:?eneg its’tenacles upoﬁ opur State and Matisnal life, and thet
unless their judpments accord with the intarests af that dietatoer
ship, their tenurs in office will quickly ond.

The Suprewe Court decision iz a challenge to every liberal and

labor man and woman in the land.
by the Court.
dent of their power,
dudicial lackeys to

tegth of all the militant workers in this country.

arswer be?

tUnguestionably it was so intendad

Fesling themselves securely intrenched and confi-
tha corporations have dared Lo dhregt their

hurl the challenge of this decision into the

fihat will your

Public protest mestings and mass demenstrations should be held

in every city and town in the world by
yMy dgath sontence was commnted to "life" because of the
mass pressurd.of the worlers of Russia and the world in 1917.
an aroused working class and all
bring & glgantic pressure to bear opon tha

tions.

pressure did net go far gnoupgh.
rgal frisnds of labor can

the working class organizo-
That

California authorities, and force them to upcenditienally parden

m .

The greater the apitatien, the bigger the dgmonstrations, the

mora aifedtive ihe protest, the sconer will I be pardoneéd.

I1f you ars a mewber of a labor,

political, liberal, radigal

ot other working class organization, urge thew to make a danation—

urgs them .
After reading the booklet pass it
it in circulation.

d k fhem to halp wilh editorials pnd news stories.
o0 have ro T please don't throw it away, or lay 1t

you have read thia appeal,

to buy a copy of this pamphlet fer each of thelr uwenbers.

to a friend or nelghbor. Kgap
Giva a copy to the sditars of the paps i?tyour
ar

doxn and forgat what I have endured ihese past Fiftean years.

sp your imaginaticn.

life means té an innocant man?
b And to a man in prison every day

TN waeks, wora than SE00 days.

sgaps like o meoth, every week like a year.
bo it right now.
hope 15 that yeu, unlike tho labor leaders,
I plead with yeu, 1 urge you, I
me alfter reading this wost urgent appeal.

like othors to help yeou.

betrTay me.

Can you picture’ what [ifteen yeara of

Fifteen years—tihat means

Help we as you would
Wy sincere and aarneat
will not forsake or
implore you not to forgel
My 29 years of continue

cus active, geod standing membership in tha Inlernatisnal Molders

Uoion entitles me to 2 hearing and a defanse.

®ill you help mae?

Will your action spell death Tnoprison, ar nope of life thraugh an

uncenditional pardon?®

T awalt vour verdict

Fraternally and sincerely,

Aom Viooray

31921

All Funds Are To Be Sent to: Tom Mooney Molders Defense Commitiec,

P O Box 1473, L,

San Francisco, Cal.

CANDHI SELLS 00T

Agreemenl With Vieceroy Surrendering All

Signs

INDIA'S

Nationalist Demands, Iven Full Amnesty of
Prisoners; Protest Grows Among Masses

NEW DETHT-— The long-expoecied
capitulation of Gandhi has finally oc-
curred! Towards noon on KMareh 4
the resulta of many weeka of confer-
ences betwen the Yiceroy, Lord Irwin,
and Mahatma Gandhi, for the All-
India National Congress, were made

public in the form of a declaration
of complete surrender of the struggle
for Indian independence initiated aver
a year ago z2s a resull of the decisions

59 BODIES UNITE FOR A

SOVIET UNION; D

ACK ON
EMAND. EMBARE0

Patriotic Societies Organize a New Anti-Soviet Bloc;
Forhes Calls For Complete ISmbargo

From every corner of Wall Siroet,
the anti-Soviet forees arve pulling out
for a bitter drive againzt the U.S.8.R.
The newest phase of the offensive has
drawn in the Canadian government.
“The American Coalilion of Patri-
otic Bacieties' has just been organized
as a united front of 32 reactionary
bodies to fight for breaking all trade|
relations with the Soviet Union and.
for waging a merciles war against;
the forcign-born workers in this coun-
try.

That 1hix maovemend. for a full trade.
embargoe against Soviet products has |
the full backing of many important:
gections in Wall Street is evident {from |
the leading article in the latest issue.
of the Forhes Magrsine, Under the”
caption “Stop Nourvishing Seviel,” tho
editer and ownaer of thiz influantial.
spokesman of big husiness, Me, B G,
Forbes, says in parl: ’

“Should- loyal Awmerican indus-i
trialists, American corporations,
American hankers, for the sake 0f|
money, play into the hands ofi
Tyrant Stalin in hullding up Soviat
Russia, confessedly the enemy of)
the United States and of every
othor non-SBoviet eountry. ., . |

“Should sueh enemnies of our ine
alitutions not be so branded by our
povernment? Should they not he
heid up to seorn by every patri-

- otiz American? Should not stock-
swnera of corporations whose ex-

acutives are trafficking with Ty-
-rant Slalin demmand the punish-
went of such executives by ignom-
inens dismissal? Showld net work-
ers from end Lo end of this land
rise up in protest apgainsi the
sirengthening of Soviet Russia’s
abtlily to swamp Amories with the
products of Russian slave labor
{iving in starvation and misery?

“The Llime Lo slop ihis hellish
conduet of  highly-placed  indos-
trialists and finaneiers iz now.
Continued indifferonee and inaetion
by government and people may cosl
us dearly.”

At the same time the Calholie
Chureh has joitned the campaign wilh
a blast. The latest issue of jts mouth-
picce in New York, dmerien, de-
nounces the Soviel Union as “ene of
the groalest obstacles to these genuine
cfforts for peace. Soviet war obwes-
slon ‘is a4 cause, nat an offeel of muoeh
of the Furapean war menlality.”

Under open pressure of Lthe Toowver
adminisiration, the reactionary Ben-
net government in Canada has placed
an embnrgo on practically all Soviet
produets,  The Mentreal Sfur even
goes so far as to ask openly: “Is it
lo be peace or war with the Soviet?”

The Canadian government's move
is vory significant and is timed with
the moves made in the Tinited States
by the united anti-Soviet Torces.

of the Laheore Cotpress. The “clauses”
of the Trwin-Gandhi “agrecment” so
far made public arc: the ealling off
of the civil discbedience campaign Iy
the Congress, the eessation of tha
hoyeostt maovement apainst  British
geads, the participation of the Con-
gress leaders in a now round-table
comference lo come, the “Indians liv-
ing near the coask to have the right
to manufactore their own szalt.” Po-
litica) prisoners convieted for offenses
nol involving vielenece are to he freed.
{Thiz would leave about half of the
60,000 political prisoners still in jail.}
Arrangemenls are also made for the
remisston of wneoflecied fineg and
confizseations. In the official declara-
tion issued by the Governgr-(ieneral
and published on March 5 it is made
clear that the round-table eonference
lo. which Gandhi haz pledged ftho
Congress leaders will have as ils
“ragenlicl part, . . . Iadien vesponsis
bilities, nd  yeservations o safe-
guards 4w the interests of Indin, for
sieeh madieors, ns for insfunes, defonse,
erternel affuirs, the poesition of min-
mritios, the finaneinl credit of Imdia,
wind ihe discharge of obifpeiions”

Upon the publication of the agree-
maent, Gandhi took tmmediate steps o
eall off any anli-Brilizh activities on
the part of the Congress.

The next full session of the All-
Indiz Natlional Cengress will take
place at Karnchi on Marveh 26, Great
coneern i expressed In pro-Gandhi
and pro-govermment. eiveles as to the
attitude of the greal mass of Con-
gress followers and of the Karachi
session towards Gandhi's surrender
sinee threo suceesssive sessions of the
Congress  (Madras, 1927; Caleutta,
1928; and Lahare, 1029} adopted res-
olutions for complele independonce,

¥ ¥ ¥

The survender of Gandhi g the
Ingieal oufeome of the policy that was
openly  earried on within the last
period of lime by 1he Congress lead-
ers as the reprezentatives of the In-
dian bourgesisie. The cssential na-
ture of their eourse, which was also
the esscnce of lha policy of the Brit-
izsh povernment, was: on the basiz of
EOMG econontie arancssiiiy Lo the In-
dian honrgeoisie, to effect o “enmpro-
wmisa” {alonyg the baes of “home-ruls
withim e Fmpire™Y which awould
surrender the wim of Indion indepen-
denea and, wonld demaralize the lh.
eration strugole of the mnsses. ‘The
un¢xpected proportions of the mass

{Continued on Page 2)

SEEK NEW VOTE
IN PRUSSIA

Stalkelm Wins Initiative
Move; Referendum To
Come On Diet

BERLIN.—The DPrussian govern-
ment aceepled on March 5 a petition
sent in last month by 42,000 members
of the Faseist military organization
Stalhelm calling for a popular initia-
Live on Lhe dissolotion of the Prussian
Diet.

The lists will be opened on April B
for two weeks and 2094 of the volevs,
or ahout 3,000,000 must sign the in-
itiative if it is to Le suecessful and
the guestion placed for popular refer-
enduin vete in which & majorily voie
is required, .

A Bocialist-Centrist coalition now
cantrols of the government of Prussiza.
It is to raitain the support of the
Centrists in Trossia that the Soclal-
ists have given their supporl toe the
Bruoming hunger regime in the Reich,
Lately, wilh the prowth of reaction,
there was launched a vigorous Taseist
attack on the Prussian government.
The initiative campaign is one of the
rhases of this drive.

WAGE-GUT FOR RR
MEN IN BRITAIN

“Lahor” Gov't Rejects A
Minimum Wage Demand
Forces Wage Slash

LONDGN.—Cuts  in all railway
men’s wages were decrecd by the Na-
tional Wages Board on March o, After
taking evidence for several wecks the
board divected a8 2229 reduction o all
earnings with a further reduction of
2% g on earnings in execss of 58
weekly.

Clerical grades ave subject to the
same cut wilh an additional reduetion
of 2% 5, on all earnings exeecding
ER00 a vear.

The Board rejeeted the ratlmen's
demand for minimum wape of $15 o
weaele

L

This is how the MacDonald “lahor”
government defends the interests of
labor,

DIEM, NAT'L COMMITTEE
MEETS IN CAPITAL

Discusses Finances and Prohibition;
Raskob For State Option

WABHINGTON.—The Democrafic
National Commmitten, consisting of 110
representatives of the vavieus Slale
Demoeralie  orpanizations, met  on
March § here is congider pavty pali-
cies and finanens and to discuss issges
in the eampaign. As far ax actual
decisions are concerned, the only re-
sult. was & plan for raising money to
carry on tho commiltes’s aetivities
until the next convention in June of
next yvear.

The main issue ab the conference
was prohibition. Mr. Raseoh, chaje-
man of the Demaeratic National Com-
mittee, proposed a plan for state op-
tinmn.  The Southern representatives
bitlerly atfacked this plan from the
"dey™ viewpoint while Al Sinith de-
fended Mr. Raseob. The commillee
adjourned withoul making any de-
cislon on this guestion.

ki

AGKS
AND

NEW A

The drive apgainst lhe forcign-horm
workers, as the first stage of a plan-
ned offensive of the hosses against
the whole labor movement of this
eountry, is now well under way. Hard-
Iy a day passes withoul reports of the

ON-F
DEPORTAT

NS

round-up By immigration officers of
large numbers of aliens held for tm-

mediate deportalion, somctimes fo
ecountricy (Ttaly, Finland, ate) to
which deportation means  ceriain
death.

CAPITALIST “JUSTICE” AND TOM MOONEY

The famous Boardman Robinson cartoon published in the Liberator of
© January, 1919,

Fuwu Ly Deardeatn fobinpem

WASIIINGTON. — TFive Senate

MProgressivos”, including three Re-

publicans and twe TDemocrats, have
called a eonference of *Progressive’
governors, lepislalors and economisls
to meet here on March 11-12 "o
formulate a program for eonsidera-

tion in the next Congress and far ac-

Rot too Late-But Soon...

Well, last week things went better,
but net well cnough, Fram Canada, a
worker rushes 2 to help us weather this
storm. A worker in Fort Wayne, Indiana,
by almost super-human efforts, managed
to collect $20 in answer te owr 50,5
call of a week ago. One coal digger from
the Anthracite writea us: I had a wind-
[all of 'prosperity’. In the last two wecks
T kinocked out $21.00. S0 here go five
dollats to mmy paper, REVOLUTIONARY
AGE." All in all, despite terrible unem-
tloytnent, the Anthracite comrades and
workers have rushed over sixty dollars
inanswer Lo ouar appeal,

In New York the meombers of the
Comnamnist Paery U 5.0 A, (Majority
Gronup) are responding well with a “Day’s
wage for  the REVOLUTIONARY
AGE™ a3 “Oir Answer 1o Hoover,”
Outside of New York this response has
bect very poor.

Our veaders know that it costs us very
much more te send the paper to them,
In line with the proposala of the "Fish
Committee, the Poast Offic Department
has followed up with a new blaw apninst
us. Our latest appeal for second class
mailing rights has heen turned down. The
govornment says we arc against the law.
We are preaching sedition against the
roling class of the United States, the
capitalist gxploitcrs, This is tme. And

that's just why we are putiing our case
before the workers. We cannot appeal 100
often and tao wrgently, The time is oo
short. The life of your paper is at stake.
If you want it, then you have got ta
make the immediate sacrilices. This is
very plain talk. We cannot pur it any
plainer. Lot no worker wait for the death
of the REVOLUTIONARY AGE to con-
vince him of how vital this paper is for
the working class, for the class.conscious
warker,

Do give and give now. And ghve as
much a5 you possibly can if possible more
than ever before. Remember, that dus
means YOU as well as your comrade
fricol, and shopmate, No axemptions or
exceptions are possible here, Tt simply
can't be otherwise now. With yanr paper
it"s either do or die. What will yon do?
There's only one thing we, you, and all
of us can do and mwst do, Raush, rush,
and mish again—full speed—to the limit
—help, more help, and sdill more help.
Where there is a revolutionary will there
iz always a working class way. Your class
calls! Awaltel Do your bit and give—
until it hurts.

On line, full force, full speed ahend
for the REVOLUTTIOMARY AGE. Help
as the other workers and comeades have

helped!

CALL PARLEY FOR “PROGRESSIVES”
T0 DISCUSS PROCRAM

“No New Party”, Call Declares But Step Shows Break
In Two-l—"arty System Coming '

tien by State Lepislatures®.

The call which was issued by Sen-
ators Novris of Nebraska, Cufting of
New Mexice and La Follelte of Wis-
consing  Republicans, and- Senators
Wheceler of Montana and Senator
eleet Costigan of Colorade, Demo-
crals, stales specifically that “the con-
irrence is nol intended Lo Torm a new
political pariy.”

The purpose, the eall states, is “fo
Luild a liheral program relating te
unemployment. and industrial stahili-
zation, puablie utilities, apriculiure,
{he tariff and a return o represen-
tative povernment.” Twenty memboers
of the House as well as Senators and
Governers were mvited.

* ik F

Altho the eall gives the assurance |
that *this confercnee is net ealled
to form the Lasis for a new party™,’
it is yel quile obvicous that the mere
eonvening of a conference of memhbers .
of hnth of the big political parties -
of this counitry o adopt a program !
which may (and eeriainly will) be in
opaen contradiclion fo the pregrams nfl
gither of the parties on many import-
ant paiuts, 13 a clear sipn of the
forees of disinlegration within the
two-party system in this country and
iz an objeclive step in tho direction
of a new paris.

The workers and farmers of

the

II. 8. A, onght 1o learn a lesson from | horn

this step of thoe "Progressives™ Just|
as these “Propressives” ave ready to
break old party lines 1o work out a
nrogram to suit the intervesta of eor-
tain sectionz of the capitalist class,
so ought the workers and farmers
throw off the yoke of the two-party
syslem and pet together te form a
Lahor party to represent their own
interests.

NBORN: RAIS

OWEEP . 5. A

Lawrence Strike Leaders Threatened with Deportation;
Raids on Militant Workers in San Antonio; New
York Communist to Be Deported to Death

The Departrient of Laber and Sec.
retary Doak have made it ruile ¢lear
that this drive apainst the foroign-

born is heing earried out under ov-

ders from and ihe supervision of the
authorities in Washington, President
Hoover has cven offered to “extend
assistance” {a the immigration author-
itieg if their forces are inadeguate to
cope with the job of terrorizing and
vietimizing the foreign-bern workers.
. ® ok

LAWRENCE, Mass,.—Threats of
deportation are made against Pat
Nevine, William Murdock, and Edith
Berhkman, imprisaned leaders of the
recent textile workers strike here. De-
vine and Murdeck, would bhe deported
to Dnpland while Wdith  Berloman
wontd be sent to Peland,

[ I

NEW YORK CITY.—August Jok-
inen, the janilor of the Finnish Work-
ers Club in this city, who resently
fignved ag the accused n the "white
chauvinism trial” held by the Com-
munist Pavty here, was arrested last
week Dby imwmigration Inspectors lo
face deportation on the ‘charges of
belonging to the Communigt Party,"
Jekinen would e deported to Fin-
land where the IMaseist reaction would
make shert work of him as a radical
worker.

The sudden arrest of Jokinen wiih
the threat of deportatiom to certain
death is not unconnected with the fack
that a few davs hefore, at the “while
chauvinism®” trial, Jolkinen denounond
the whele system of raeial discrimina-
tion and  jim-erowism  against the
Negroes of this counirvy and partic-
ularly condemned lis own lapses in
that direction. :

The Tnilernational Lahor Defence
has Laken v Jokinen's defense.

K W q

SAN ANTONIO, Texag.—On Feb-
ruary 20, during the course of the
niernployment demonstration in fronk
of the City Hall here, Antonio Mey-
ine, well-known and  active militant
Latin-American worker wag arrvested
by tweo Federal officers .and a plain
clothes man. The police also raided
the place where Merine works and
sorne  radical hooks and magazines
were lound. The authoritieg declare
that there is “enough evidence' to de-
port Comrade Merine to Salvador of
which he is a eitizen.

The strugpgle for the defense of
Mcrine has heen taken up by e local
organizalion of the Communist Party
(Majority Grenpd and by tha Civil
Liberties Unjon. The move to deport
Marine is very obvicusly an attempt
to suppress the rising arlivities of the
Laliin-American workers in San An-

Lonio,
* * w

The arrest of Merino was followed
hy a declaration on the part of tha
immigration officials in San Antonic
that the “deportation of a large num-
ber of San Artenin Comununists is
being considored,”™ “These Communists
are mow under elose abservation,”
continues the statement,

The Comvmunists againgt whom this
is aimed are the comrades of the San
Antonio organization of the Commun-
ist Party {Majorily Group) who have
been vory aclive among the Mexican
workers of the region,

® ¥ H

The increascd anti-foreign born ae-
tivitios of Lhe ivmigration ollicials are
very olhvicusly a pard of a aystematie
altempt of the government to carry
thru the ymain propesala in the recent
report of the 1Mish Committee, even
lhefore this repovl veceives the “sane-
tion of law"™, Tt will be reealled that
bolh the depervtation of mililant for-
cign-hory worlers and the withdrawal
of tha citizenship of naturalized eiti-
zons ware proposed by the Fish com-
mitten.

The workers of the United States
must realize {hat the attaek on the
Torctgn-horn js nol something aimed
at the foreign-hero alone. It is aimed
at the entire working class. Its pur-
pose it lo lerrorize the workers, to
mnake impossible any sign of revolt,
any oulbreak of strike action, any
expression of unrest and protesl on
the pavt of the working class, First
comes the deportation of the foreign-
workers—ihen will come the
withdrawal of cilizenship from work-
ers who have been naturalized for
many years—ihen repressive action
apaingt the nalive horn,

Tha fight of the foreign-horn is
the fight of Lthe entire working class.

All workers—no matter what their
religious, political or other differences
may le—should unite to beat back thin
attack of reaction!
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ASKS DEATH FOR
5 PLOTTERS

14 Anti-Soviet Schemers
Admit Guilt; Involve
German “Socialists”

MOBCOW.—Death senteunces wero
asked for five of the fourtcen mem-
bers of the Menshevist (Social-demo-
crat) party being tried for counter-
revolutionary activity and for partici.
pation in intgrventionist - plans to
everthrow the Workers and Farmers
Government of the U. 8. 8, L. Thiy
plea was made by N. B. Krylenks,

the prosecutor, in a six-hour specch’

before the court on Maréh €. 1'or tha
others involved he requested terms
of imprisenment, .

The five men for whom death sen-
tences are demanded are Viadimir
Grohran, ecouomist; Abruham Gins-
burg, a former member of the Sa-
preme Council of Natiopal Econorny;
Nicholas Sukhanov; Michael Yakubo-
vitch, former assistant chief of sup-
plies section of the Trade Couunigsar-
iat, and Vasily Sher, former wminger
of the State Bank.

The fourteen men on trial, all Moen-
sheviks who had Leen given positions
of importanee and trusts by the Soviet
government, were proved by their own
confesgions and by plenty of supple-
mentary evidenee to have been in close
contaet with the German Social-demo-
crats from whom they received huge
sums of money to finance sabutage
and interventionist censpirncies in the

USSR, :

g
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| Leeches And

“Crisis Profiteering” - Rich

Prices Fall 6.20,—Wages 149,—Unemployment Grows

Mass Misery i

one of the most maledorous - weeds
which the capitalist gurden has yet
produeed,  thrived and spread [ts
steneh far and wide, “War profitecrs”
they were called—these vultures who
flourished on the misery of the
masses; who wrung the last centime,
pfennig or cent {rom the starving
toilers, and in return doled ocat a
feiwr slices of bread, a few ounces of
ment, a few cubes of sugur. The capl-
talist systein, which existz to serve
and promote the ventures of these
wpeial vainpires, presents - wonderful
ppportunities for them to vend their
trade-—a war, an carthquake, an ecod-
omiv crisis, u flood—at the slightost
cxouse, they begin their work.

The present crisis has produeed its
full erop of these worthies, Large
sections of the cupitalist elass are to-
day trawing levger dividends than in
“prosperity” years—“erisis-profiteer-

gt the workers suffering from heavy
wage-cubs, . S
“Priecs were Rever so low ! howl the
bourgeois newspapers and the sales-
men. But they forget to say that the
cost of fiving woes never so high. n
the face of tremendous reductiohs in
wages, the fall in retail prices has

been hardly wpprecigble. While the
cost of livi:!g fell .24 In 32 cities,

EXPULSIONS RENEWED IN CANADIAN

PARTY; 3 C.C.

MEMBERS OUT

About the Rec’en-l; Pllénum of the C.P. of Canada

The Canadinn Werker of February
14, 1981 publishes a Rosolution of
Pleawm on Bupulsive of MucDoneld,
M. Buhoy end Murgvlese, This resolu-
tien marks the conclusion of the pro-
tracted first stage of the developing
crisis within the Communist Party of
Ginada, .

The Canadian situalivn hos been
discussed ko many previous issues of
the Reveinbionary Age. It will be re-
culted that the Forcing of the ultra-
laft course of the Cominlern oh the
C.P. of Cannda met with pagsive re-
sistanee on the part of g large see
tion of the former leadership of the
Party (MacDonald group). The suger
petty buarcerats at the head of U
Party immediately bepdn o compuign
of expulsion in the eoupse of which
they managetl to alienate from the
Party the Ukrainian and IMimish og-
ganizations without which the Party
1 Canada is a mere nothing, Such
“elumsiness” was not pleasing to the
ECCT which, nworeover, wus ‘then
ready to excoule a new turn”” The

CANDHI SELLS OUT
IN “PEACE PACT”

(Continued from Puge One)
character of the indépendence move-
ment—which showed definite signs of
going far beyond the very “moderate”
ains and “nen-violent” metheds of the
Gandhi-ites—seriously disturbed the
native bourgeoisic and stimulated
their eagerness for a surrender in the
arms of British imperialism.

The published agreement does not]y

snnounce the ecenomic concessions to
the native bourgeoisie that were most
surely made in seme form or cther
It iz clear that the mere published
terms arc of no real significance at
all and only serve to hide the sub-
stantial terms which will make them-
selves felt in the eourse of future de-
velopment. ”

Gandhi's sorrender has aroused
much resentment among the rank and
file of the Congress fullowers, espec-
ially.amony the workers and the rad-
ical petty bourgeeisie. It is pointed
out thak, altho he has reccived not
one concession of any value to the
magses (exeept the release of some
of the political prisoners and even
here the thousands of hercic fighters
whe are charged with ‘'violence™ are
betraved!), Gandhi has already
pledged the Congress party to par-
ticipate in a new 7tound-table con-
ferenee which will expressly take
British control of the armed forces,
of - Indian finances and revenue, for
granted and not subject to discussion,
The mere repetition by Gandhi that
epmplete independence is the goal
of India”, at a time when the strug-
gle for inedpendence is. shamelessly
betrayed, is without serious cffecet on
the Congress masses.

The reaction of the local Conpress
committees makes [t pretty cobvious
that Candhi’s surrender will not meet
with approval of the masses of the
Congress followers. Whether, - how-
ever, this resentment will manifest
itsef.in a vigorous movement for the
eontinuation of the liberution strug-
gle or whether it will lead ic a per-
iod of deep depression induced by dis-
illagionmen!, disgust and exhaus
tion after months of siruggle and
searifices,_depends largely upon the
inflaence that the advanced revelu-
tignaries in the nationalist movement,
espeoinlly the Communists will be able
to exeréisc. '

READ!
Revolitionary Age

expellad | were ordered reinstated on
the pretext that the Polbure had no
“right” to expel members of the C.O!
{Why dido’t thes discover this in the
American Purly where o rwnp “See-
returiat” capelled almost hall of the
C.C—wiih the enthusiastic approval
of the Comintern?). Negotintions were
beeun with the Finnishand Ukrainian
organizations, series of unprincipled
deals put thru, and new, with the
ground cleared,  the expuision cum-
puign vowld be resumed, Therefore the
Plenam of thd CO—which had been
pustponed twice—awas wllowed bo con-
vene—and the result s the KResolu-
tien roeferred to!

The Resolution is full of the tritest
cotnmonplaces of the new linel 1t ex-
pells the three members of the Cen-
tral Committee (MacDonald, M. Tu-
hay, and Margolese) “because CLhey
deny” the revolutienary hmplicatiens
of the present (Lhird post-wak) pervied
... the radicalization of the masses
antl the perspegtives of shavpening
class struggles” They dre cxpelled
for “opposition (o open mass slvuegie,
opposition tu building new revoelution-
ary unions, with Lovestone in ypposi-
tion to the line of the Comintern and
of the [Party.” Of course, the Plenun
Yaabiniits™ the “errcor of the Polbure
for having expclled the three com-
vades *“too soon™—and then proceeds
to “rectify” this ervor by expelling
thern now “under the poidanes of the
Conununist Indernational.”

* & &

The expulsion of the three out-
starding comrades—all members of
the C.C. and one {MacDonald) Lormer
seerctary of the Party—brings the
preliminavy period te o close and
helps tuv create the conditions under
which the progress of the Communist
Oppositicn in Canada ls made pessi-
e.

U.S. POST OFFICE BARS
ANARCHIST PAPER

“Cultura Prolecaria® Hit By The
Worlcers  Must
Unite Against Attack

Government;

© Three issues of Cullure Profoberic
un anarchist weekly published in New
York City, have been barred by the
postal authorities ws wnmailable on
the ground that they contain sediticus
matter. The dates of the three issues
are January - 31,7 February 14 ani
Februarvy 21 The weeldy is published
by the Federation of Spunish lan-
puage Anarchist Groups in the United
Siates. .
x4

The altack of the Posl Office au-
thuritics on the fabor press is gaining
moementum. The workers—no matter
what their politival views may be—
nust take a united stand against the
government attacks on the kabor press.

During and aflter the World War and 5460 in New York City, wapges

ing” on the unemploved masses, and

fell by 14t in the stme period, If we
take inle consideration the tremend-
ous nuinber of workers who are tu-
tally unemployed, we sce thal the in-
come of the working class as a whole
has Fallen by about 204 —as against
a reduction in the cost of living uf
62661 )

But while retall prices have re
mained very high, famn prices have
futlon enorinously. This year the farm
prices were of the fowest putnt in
gighteen years! The farmer today re-
peives for his products only 944 of
the pre-war level, He receives almost
406 less thun he rceeived for the
sume protucts ons yeur ago. But does
the wolker benefit in any way by this
record low price of farm comunedities?
Not at alll The cost of foud is today
455 above the pre-wur tevel So that
as a result of the crisis, not only have
the food trusts maintained thé enortn-
ous profits they were getting normal-
ly but they have manuged to sguecre
put for thomselves gy additional Sl9s
which they iwere not potting before
In spite of the lew prices of wheat,
the price of bhrewd has not dropped

PRILIPPINES

Movement  Against
U. 8. Rule; Labor
Takes Part

Big

MANILA.—The existence of wide-
spread unrest in the Philippine Is-
lands and the development of a rev-
plutionary wmovement that has already
Lecome menacing {0 American mili-
tary stationed heve, was admitted by
army headquarters here on March 1
It waz declared that the Colorum
uprising a few months ago was not
ain act of “religious fenaticism® as
was insisted upen Ly the American
authorities at the titne, but was part
of an extensive anti-American inde-
pendence movement that hal pene-
trauted most parts of the islands. In
the provinee of Pangasinan, the iti-
pino  constabulary has  announced,
there exists a strong secret anti-
American svelety of a pronounced
revolutionary tinge that has made
plans for the orpanizations of an
armed uprising at a propitious mo-
ment.

A significant feature of the report
of tho wilitary authorities is the con-
neclion declured to have been estab-
lished between the radical elemints

to any eonsiderable exient. The rep-
resentatives of the baking trust admit
thut their profit on o T-cent loal is
fwe cents! Let zome stutistician es-
timate the enormous rate of profig
this brings in to the. baking trost
avery year, censidering the frequent
turn-over. The sume holds true with

‘|huge loan to Italy mark a further

lneat, A ferding paelker hore sops
Bt selpilers . . . have nob got given
gogitniers  the beaefie of e low
prices of Deof, madlon and porfe, Were
they o reduee theie prfoes fo Hee
fovel of the cost of Lhe Hve products
. " osave o dispatch from Chicage
to the New Yourfe Thmes. The Dopart-
ment of  Aprieulture reports thal:
YA wider spead ewists belwoen the
?Jf‘ices choarged consmners of il o
vitics i Bfie prives poid o formers
Heen wt wry tiwme fn the pust nine
gewrs', and while o SBenute Commit-
Lee “ipvestipales” tils pheromenon,
the Borden milk frust pays $6.12 a
share and announces hat a new high
vevord For profics was established in
TUS0! :

We eun go down the line and talke
up commudity after commodily with
the samne result. This “erisis-profi-
teeeing™ 1z not enly oob Pought Ly the
govermnent in its usual sham manner,
but is actualy Leing encouraged Ly
the Hoover administration, which is
deing everything in its pewer o help
the big trusts grow Into still bipger
trusis and te establish a1 monepoly
far them, thus mzintaining high prices
and low wages, The govermnent and

of the laber mevement in the cities,
espeeinlly in Munila, und the peas
fant revolutionary movement thrusut
the islands sround the ecentral sloran
of independeree From the Unifed
States ruby

LT, HEAD SELLS
OUT STRIKE

MacMahon Ouvders Phila,
Local To Give Up Iis
Wage.Cut Fight

PIHLADELTIITA, — Alboud 2,000
upholstory . weavers, who have leen
on steike ab bwenty-cight Philadelphia
rilts since Feb, @, have been informed
by Thowas I 3elabon of New York,
internationg! president of (the United
Textile Workers, that they must eall
off the strike Ly Mandsy and roiurn
to worlk or lose their churter,

Thus the president of the United
Textile Workers is openly at work
breeking o strike of o wnit of his own
vreanization! And he does this on the
prefoxt that the steike was eulled in
tdotinnee” of the deeision of an arbi-
tration cominission.

the big trusts aim to otilize the crisis
nel vuly to further corieh themsolves, !

31."1;. Lo permanently reduce tthe stan-{gtanees, they will esvtainly not forget!
ard of living of the workiug eluss,  thy treachery of their own puid offie-

Whatever the upholstory  weavers

WIDE UNREST IN}.TN. Y. Marine Workers Hit |
M. T.W.LU. Burocracy

I
!
I

The mecting of the Marine Workers
Industriad Union on March d, opened
up with 27 members present. Soecree
tary gave a verbal report and there
was n report of Port Orgunizing Cowm-
mittae. Motion from fleor to lay it
gver for discussion on new business.
On  new business the report was
severcly criticized by the members.The
members of the Porg Organizing Con-
mittee coversd thelr week's activities
in n two minate report. One Port Gr-
ganizer was ealled to give 4110‘&}1‘::1-
reporl and he stood there with his
mouth open.

A motion was put on the floor to
reorganize the Port Orvganining Com-
mittee. Local Seeretary, Leeds, took

NEW BASIC LAW
FOR POLAND

Propose Constitution Draft
To  “Stabilize” Shalky
Fascist Rule

WARSAW.—ATlter o lapse of near-
ly five yeors u project for coustitu-
tional changes was presented to the
Seim on Barek 2. The present Con-
stitution, while formally in force, ac-
tually was destroyed in 1926 ip the
suecessful Faselst putsch of Pilsudski

The changes in the new Constitu-
{ion concern alinost entirely the su-
preae power of the State.

The President of the Republic would
heeone the highest representative of
the power of the Polish State and
would be clected for seven yenrs, The
people would choose ong of two can-
didates subinicbed, one awmed by the
vole of the eviabined Houses of Parli-
anwnt, the Seim and the Senatbe, and
the other appeinted by the retiring
Frogident of the republic.

Uneler the new  Constitution  the
Prosident would veceive great poweld.
He woulidl reecive the right to open
and dissolve Parlinment, appoint Kin-
isters amd judges, sign and rotify
treatios without the approval of Par-
liament, besides the vight to veto billy
passed by Darliament and to issue
decreps betwoen sessions and duriog
any clection period. e would alse
have the final decislon oo the validity
¢ Purlimmentary electionz in ease of
protests,

The proposed constitution will prob-
ally have easy passuge thru (he Seim.

= ¥ ¥

The proposed constitulional plan in

may be_Fforeed to do in the elreunw

The workers can  combat this "only (ial,

thiu wanity, erganization and mi!itauﬂ,l
strugsle, :

FRANCE IN HUCE
ITALIAN LOAN

PARIS —With sivady propgress be-
ing made in the negotiations of two
of the three hupending 1,000,000 000-
frafoes  ($40,000,000) loans to Ru-
tgniia, Poland and Yugoslavia, Preach
financial quarters began on March 2
discussing the probability of u larpe
loan to Ttaly

No amount has been mentioned, but
it is preswmed that the lean would be
a fairly leng-term ovperation and for
a sum considerably over $100,000,000,
The suceessful  conclusion  of  the
France-Italian naval agreement hus
of course cleared the way for the seg’
gested operation.

The plans for the extension of a

advanee in France's drive for heye
mony on Lhe continent. Already today
France has  practically - vulstripped
Greut Britain and idchieved the place
of domination in contineutal Eurepesn
affalirs,

The Economic Life of
Soviet Russia

by CALVIN B, HOOVER
fiuke University
Price $3,00
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
.60 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. C.

Crdar thru the Revelulionary Age,
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Review

SATURDAY, MARCH, 21, 1931
at the IRVING PLAZA, 17 Irving Place
Cur. East L15th Strect, New York City, | block west
of 3rd Awenue and L block cast of Union Squware
10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION and
ENTERTAINMENT of the ' '

AMALGAMATED FOOD WORKERS

ENTERTAINMENT
the
Refeeshments catered aad served by owe owi wmembers
MUSIC BY OUR FAVORITE - Commencing at 8 p.m.
TICKETS $0c per petson

DANGCING AND RECEPTION SOUVENIR PROCRAM

by an « Actist Musicale  Group

Anniversury by prominent  Speakers

Hatcheck 25 cents

Polang iz very obviously an atiempt
to “stabilize’” the Fuascist dictatorship
i oa titne of revalutionary erisis.

Under the

About the Life of the To

Red Flag

ilers in the Soviet Union

ENCW 3 Fyran s

[GMBER CAMPS IN THE 0.8, 5.,

(From:; The Daily Worker, London,
England).

The fucts pbouwt Lhe conditions of the

Soviet timber industry are already awaily.

able, and hpve heen girculated by thel
Anglo-Russian Parlismentary Committee,
but the capitalist press continues to re
hash the storics of its anonymous “eyer
witnesses” and “escaped prisaners.”
These” olleged “retupees” declare that
65,000 are employed on “forced labor™
in the Soviet timber camps, There is not
the slighest reason to believe anything
they say, but suppesing it were true,
what does it mean?
LI

H Statements Were True

The Angle-Russiatn  Parliamentary
Chmmittes points out that the total num
ber of workers employed in the timber
cdustry {collection and floating) in Feb
ruary, 1929, was 1,110,000, and in 1930
the number so empluyed was aver 2,
Q03,000 So that even if the statement
of the “refugees™ were tTue abl mogt some
three perecut. of the workers engaged in
the export Hmber trade could be describ-
ed as “fovced” labor,

The timber trade is, of course, mainly
2 seasomal trade, and the vast majority of
‘the workers employed in the industry ate
peasants, who also work their vwo faons,
Thus in 1927, 909 per cent, were directs
ly connected with other agricultural pue-
sults in addition to their work in the tim-
ber industry. '

Lo 1929, 928 por cenkt were 3o cune
nected, and this prapostion has not al
tered apprecinbly in 1930 These peas
ants work seven to cight maonths on thelr
own forms and three to lour months in
the timber industry.

Over 80 per cear. of the peasants who
are connected with other forws of agri-
culture have working animals of their
own and use their own horses (for which
they are, of course, paid extra} in their
rork i the trgher indastey,

The average daily wage of the workers
enpaged in tiaber collection work duray
the sexson in Pebrusry to Margh, 1929,
ovre the whole of US5.R, was between
1.7% roubles and 259 coubles (§7¢ to
$1.30); i1 the Northern repion {i e,
Atchangel, erc.) it was 2.20 roubles to
2,37 roubles (Sl.lﬂ.tu*il.lﬂ.

- &

The Wages
The wages of the workers engaged o
the docks, as supplied in a statement by
Danishevsky, Chairman of the Board of
Directors of “Exportles” (the Soviet Tinw

Loading workers: 3 to 6 roubles
1o $3.00) per day.

Stevedores: 4.5 to # roubles ($2.27 ta
£4_ 00) per day.

Clarters: 3,50 to § roubles ($1.75 to
$2.00) per day.

Sawyers: 6% to 70 roubles (332.70 to
$35.00) monthly.

Sinee then there has centadoly beon an
inerease rather than a decrease in the
wapes 0 the thnber industry.

{31.50

wage, the timher trusts are compelled by
law, 25 in the case of all other trades in
the USSR, to pay into the sozial in
surance funds, for the benefit of the
workers, 22 per cént. of the actual sum
paid out in wages by the trust,  The
workers do noet, of course, contribute
anything towards their social insurance.

These are bald, unadorned facts. The
capiralist press reiterates its famtastic lies
about scores of thouwsands of slaves perish
ing of cold and starvation, because ity

hatred apainst the workers' republic.

of the general drive of the capitalist
powers, by propaganda and the increase
of armaments, to war oo the Soviet
Union.  The workers' reply is to build
up the intermational united front to de-
fend the Soviet Unioa,

MOSCOW—"Pravda” publishes a tel-
egran from its own corespondent in Ar-
changel in whick the timber workers of
that region pive an ephatic answer to
the capitalists® campaign against Sowvicl
tipber exports, alleged to be produced
by compulsory labor.

Many letters and resolutions are gquoted
by this currespondent.  The resolutions
declare in reneral that the stories cicew
lated in the British press are inventions
from beginning to end, and are deliber
ately caleulated to undermine Soviet kme
oer cxpart, .

Lumbermen working  at  Flesstz, and
coming from the districts of Briansgk and
Cherepovets, declare: “Who could com:
pel us to travel ovver 00 iniles to fell
trcEs? The high pay is the attraction for
us.

Members of shock-brigades are deducer
ing vre per cent. of their earnings for
the Alrcrait Construction Fund, Omne uof
the acroplances builc out of this Fund is
to be named “The Lumbermen's Blow
Against the Dichard Conservarives.”

Lumbermen at Savinsk have promised
to provide 11,000 cubic mettes of time

ber Exporting Trust), in July, 1930, were
as follows—

work until the end of the Five-Year Plan.

I addition to paying this direct cashj

A Letter from a New York Marine Workex

ilhat only “loyal” Pavty members aod

object is not teuth byr the stirving up of -

Irs “forced labor™ campaign Is a part-

Pwith

Jto put up o sign in the hall stating

ber instead of the agreed 10,000 and to!

the Eloor and stated that they had o
mieeting the day befure in the Nation-
al Oftice and decided to cut down the
Port . Organizing  Comunitiee.  The
membership then wanted to know why
he did not bring this vut in his verl-
al report. The Port Organizers sit in
the office all duy and they get ap st
the weating to inform the member-
ship thut they caunot get aboard
ship, They don’t even try. A motlen
wag carried to reovganize the Port
Qreaniving Commditiee, Anviber mmo-
tivn put un the fleer instructing the
Secretary to pet u National FPinancial
report to be presented at the follow-
ing membership meeting. This was
bitterly opposed by the representa-
tive of the MNational Office, TIudson,
who claimed that the niolion was out
of order. He stated that there was a
finaneial report in the minutes of
the Nuativnal Committee. It was the
proven Lo him that there was no fin-
aneial report given In the minutes of
the Nutional Committee. Ib was then
polited out by o member that the
books of the National Oee have not
heen sudited for at least five monihs.
He then took the stand that the Na-
tional Office should andit the books
and went as far as gquoting the con-
stitution to that effect. There's noth-
ing said in the constitadlon abouot the
National Olice auditing the books.
That's o fine man to have as Nation-
ul Qfficor who doesn't koew his own
constitubion, The moetion was carried.

Inumediately he jumps up when he
gasw his clique in dapger and makes
a nwiien for adjourmment in the
middle of the mecting. This is not
the First time this has happened. The
Nationa! Chairman, Mink, pulled the
same boner onee before when he was
losing out but the memberzhip is not
a5 sleeply now as they were then. No
wotion for adjourmmnent will be here-
after taken by the membership of the
Marine Workers [odustrial  Ubion
uelil all business is completed,

— o Marine Worker

BARRED FROM CLUB AS
“LOVESTONEITE”

Costas, Food Worker, Expelled
fromy Greek Sparcacus Club

Aboul two weels age Comrade A,
Constas, o foud worker was called iy
thie seeretary of the Bpartacus Club
(A FParly eontrolled Gresk workers
elab) te cowe 1o ‘the meeting and be
iitiated as o member.

CBogu as Constus appéared in the
hall & gpecial huerled fraction meet-
e of the Party mewbers was held
anil L was deeided v keop Constas
vub ng o “Lovesionceite”.

YWhen o the guestion  of sceepting
Conzstas cume on the apetda o slaan-
doerpyy tiende bepan against him as
w “renegade’, ele. Cowmrade Conslas
teok  the foor andé said thuat he
thought that the Spartacus club was &
workers club sl that aceording 1o it
constitution, all workers irrespective
ef their political wiews wele cligible
for moinbership bub rew ke found oul

followers woere allowed in the “holy
of holies". e pointed out ilat the
Spartacus Clul, which had starteq
aboeut 250 nembors, way now
almest extinet-—a result of the sec-
taerian policies of the Parly oul the
elubn

After a two hour discussion o vole
was taken and Comrade Constas wad
cachuded from the elul,

A motion wis made at the meeting

that all “unioral” Communists aud
“leviators” wire not allowed to en-
ter the Spartacus Club Hall

A Gregl Weorkor

RUTHENBERE MEET
IN' ANTHRACITE

LUZERNE, Pa.—J. . Bentull, of
New  York, addressed, on Sunday,
March 1 a highly enthusiastic neet
ing commenorating the fourth anni-
versary of the death of Conwade
Ruthenburg, founder of the Commun-
ist Party of the United Stales. About
30 workers were present wnd respowd-
ed splendidly to Comrade Bentall's
masteely anuniysis of the role of Com-
rade Ruthenburg o the building of
the Auneriean Communist movemont
and the subsequent drepping of lis
Leninist ling by the present leador-
gship of the Party after his death,
Over thirteen dollars were collected
for the Rewselwdfonary Age

On  Baturday  eveming, Tebruary
28th, Comrwde Bentull addressed asue-
tessful banguet for the Revelutisinery
Age, Over fifty dollars were raisod
for the Fevolufionery Age now under
a noew attack Ly the Pederal Post
Offiee  Department.

The Yeptss fumbermen declare: “We
are masters in our own country,  We fell
trees voluntarily, and will fulfil the Five
Year Plaw in three and half years.™

The Pskov warkers have pledged them’
aelves to cut 10 cubic metres wf timber
veery day, and to stay in the north until
the end of the BFive-Year Plan.  These'
workers gave theirieamings oo Christinas

Day to the Defense Fund, started ot the‘

time of the trial of the Industeial Party
in doscow.

‘There are many examples of shock-|
biigade activity on Chiostmas Day in aid |
of the Defense Fund, Many of the |um~|
bermen wurked voluntarily despite thcl
old traditions of Christinas. '

DISCUSS NEGRO &
UNEMPLOYMENT

Randolph, Allen, Lovestone,
In Symposium; Lovestone
Gives Communist View

More than 300 peeple, a  real
eross-section of Harlem, met at the
Comununity Foruin of the Abyssinian
Baptist Church on Thursday, March
5, 1041 to heav a discussion on unern-
ployment conducted as a symposium
and participated in by A. Philip Ran-
dolph of the Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters, Samuel ‘A, Allen of the
N. Y. Urban League, and Jay Love-
slene of the Comunist Party (Maj-
orily Group). The chairman of the
Forun was €. I, Jenking who directs
ity wetivities, '

Mr. Randolph made a very eloquent
speech but it was entirely A, I of L.
in charaeter. Mr. Randolph did not
fail to call attention to the fact that
many execuilves whose salaries rang-
ed from §10,000 to 550,000 .per year
were “alse unemployed™”! He content-
ed himself with telling ihe audience
albout “technological, vesidual und ¢y-
elical”  unemployment.  After - the
meeting a worker was heard to ask:
] wonder if you feel hungrier when
yvowre suffering from technological
upenpleyiment  than when you just
can’t find a job!" .

Me Allen gave a very clear de-
seription of the actual miscéry and
privetien which the masses of Negro
workers are uldergeing al this time.
The solakion which M. Allen offered
for wactuployment was for Negtues
to foree white mereharts in Huvlem to
hive MNegro elerks, He alse proposed
thae 1l Negro workers vy to out-
Lid fhe while workers fox jobs, sinee
the MNewro workers are “First to be
fired wnd lust to be hired.”

Ti-elesing the svinposum, Comrade
Lovestone refuted the se-ealied progio-
suls of Mr. Allen, showing the abse-
lutely vislogaby impractivabilily of es-
tubtishiog o “Negro industry” to ab-
sorh the Negro unemployed, alse
politking out how lack of labor seli-
darity between the white and the Ne-
gro workers is always to the inkerest
of the bosses. He anulyzed some of
ihe couses of wnsmplovneent ald stres-
sad il ne remedy exisls for unem-
plovment under the present syslem,
e called atteidion to certain immne-
dinte demands and steps for the work-
crs, ineluding: the non-paynent of
rent for the uneinployed, free meals
atid clething for the children of the
wneinpleyed,  govermuent  insurance
awned relief to be pald by the bosses,
the epeniug of ehutches, armories atd
public buildings Lo the lowmeless un-
cinployed, ete.  Lovestone also issued
a stogan that the wnemployed should
ALy pow and fpay later’™!

Commrade  Lovestone  exposed  the
role of the A I of L. officialdem in
vefusing to vrganize the Negro work-
ors.  (Mr. Randolph had net men-
tioned o word of thig!y and o divid-
ity the Negry and white workers by
“iipeerow unionism",  After denoune-
ing brnching, Lovestone coneluded by
declaring that the only renwdy for
wnetaplovivient and the only satvation
for the worker, Mack or white, Is the
complete overtheow of the present
syelety of exploitation and the estab-
Blishment of a woerkers govermment
as It exists toduy in (he Soviet Union,
wlhere, of all countries in the world,
the unemployment problem no longer
gxints.

A very lively discussion followed
the spoeakers.

MINER MURDERED IN
ANTHRACITE REGION

(Continued from page 1)

The press and police are now try-
ing to hide the veal motive for the
murder of Licata by making insinug-
tions as to demestic diffienlties, ete.

L I |

Abgut three hundred workers par-
tigipated in the last hoiers paid to
Samuel Licata in the funeral rites
that took place in Pittston on Wed-
nesday, March 4. William J. #White,
represented the National Council of
the Comvuunist  Pavty  {Majority
Group), aud delivered u  vigorous
speech  attacking the "Pittston Coal
Company and the city aulhorities as
responsible for the murder of Licata.
John PFornier, militant miner, spoke
in Italian.
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Problei_rns of the Crisis

T T e

The Crisis and Revolution

The problem of the revolutiongry
faplications of the econmmnic erisis s
probably the most fundamental ques-
tion in the world Communist move-
ment Loday. It is the basic strategical
question facing the revolutionary van-
guard of the proletariat. A false ap-
vroach to this problem and an equal-
Iy f£alze solution is cortainly the source
of the false tactical line of the Com-
munist International to-day that has
spread such havoe and ruin in all
-sections of the C.J. The sharpeming
“of the world economic erisis in recent
months was sure to bring this ques-
tion te tho fore and a lively discus-
sion, even tho inadeguate and confus-
ed, i& now in progress thruout the
Interrational; in a distorted and
burgedatic form this ddscussion is
mirrored in a series of recent articles
in the Comsnunizt Internalional, the
cantral organ of the Bxecutive Com-
mitted of the Communislt Internation-
al. But the results of this discussion
are surely unsatisfactory, for the
iwhole discussion is being conducted
witkin the striet bounds of the sacred
sultradeft prejudices and any chal-
lenge to these prejudices is altogeth-
er out of the question. A general con-
gideration ‘of the problems involved,
oven tho in a merely tentalize man-
ner, would ceitainly be in place.

. * A4 W

The Real Question

The real guestion, it appears to me,
4s this: Under what conditions decs
an econemic criafs turn inlo s politie-
al erizis? And then: What is the re-
lation of the politieal erisis to the de-
velopment of ~a revelutinnary sifua-
tion? ’ .

) = ¥ ®

Lenin clearly defined an all-nrtionnl
{génerel) pelitien] erisis by the fol-
Towing Lwe madin characteristics: “(1)
it is brpoesible for the ruling classes
to maintain their power unchanged
{the ‘governing classes’ cannol govern
as of old);- there is a crisis ‘higher

up' taking one form after another;p

there i% 'n crisis in the poliey of the
ruling ¢lass. . . " (&) "The masses
do not. want lhe old regime”
" Tor this all-national crisis to tumn
inlo a revolntiorary sitnafion (Le, a
gituation in which a revolution is ob-
jeetively possible), a third condition
is neceszary: “(3) There iy eonsider-
able fncremse i1 the activily of the
masses, who in ‘peace’ times allow
themselves Lo he robbed withoul pro-
tezh, bul in slormy times are drawn,
both by the ecircumstances of thy
crisis and alse hy the ‘highm‘-upg’
themselves, inle independent historie
action.” Fially, Tor a rvevolulion Lo
emergs out ol a revolulionary silua-
iion the decisive factor is: (4}
The ability of the revolutionary class
to carry out revolutionary mass ae-
tion strong enough to overthrow (or
undermine)’ the old government . oM
Nothing more eculd De desired from
the point of vie;n*oi’ clarily.

The View of the Comintern

But fthe real problers is: [Fader
whot cirewmstaneas do the condilions
making for the {ravzformalion of mie
of the phases fuln another and higher
stage develop? How startlingly simple
was the answear of lhe Cominlern in
the heyday of jis ullra-lefiism? An
ecconomie:  erisits  just  “maturally?
{automalically) turns. inte an all-
national crisis, which in turn passes
over inka 2 revolulionary situation,
afd then—the rvevelulion! We can
still reeall the phantasies of the “on-
coming revelutionary wawve” of the
Tenth Plenuam ora, of the “proletarian
revolution standing as the immediale
prospect in a whole series of coun-
tries’, .

Such ‘a viewpoint is a travesty on
the principles of Leninism!  Al-
ready Engels pointed oul, in his fam-
ons introduclion to Marxy's Cless
Steuggias {4 Frence, that there is no
dnewiteble and necessgry connection
hetween an econonic erisis (however
deep!) and a maturing revolutionary
gituation. The relation is far more
involved, much more many-sided. In
his vigerous polemic against the ul-
tra-left at the Third Congress of the
Commynist Intermational {1921} the
main reporter for the B.C.C.L made it
alundantly clear that a period of
cconomie crisis may be accompanied
by a depression in the labor move-
ment while, on 4he other hand, a
perind of “prosperity” may be markad
by & rigé of the revolulionary wave.

“There does not exist any such
general Automatie eonnection  be-
tween the revolutionary movemnent
of the working class and the crisis

Thete is noe autematic coinmestion;

thore is.a dialectie interaction.

“Let us examine the comditions
in Russia. . . . In the fall of the
yea¥ 1007 there was a tremendous

~world erisis, . . In the years 1907,

1908, 180% the most frightful erisis

dominated Russia., But the move-

ment -in. Russia was completely

aralyzed thru the erisis . . . In
the years 1810, 1511, 1912 there
was an_improvement in the econ-
omic situation and then prosperity

«-..» And the workers went over

to. economic and politieal offensive

"n .

e

L
Varga and Martynoff Chime In

.Buch harren “simplieity’” as marlks
the present CI' viewpeint is the es-
genee of sectarianizm; it partieular-
Ty charactized the ultra-laft spree of
1929-1930. Then came the merning-
nffer of the “new turn”. We began
to hea¥. talk of “heterogeneity”, of
Suneven maturing of the crisis", of
Myarying lines of development”—hut

“all. ag aeodndary deviations from the

fundamentol ulfra-lefs promises which

temained and still remain intact. Tt

‘is_jn the ‘spirit of ‘¢his “new turn”

‘eonelusions

by Will Herberg

approach the big gquestion of the laws
of revolutionary development in their
articles in the Communist Iniersa-
tiomal. -

Varpa's article { C.J. Vol wiii,
No. 1} presents some very interest-
ing economic material and is well
worth- studying. The fundamental
trouble with Varga’s arpunient, how-
over, s, his obstinale insistence upon
forcing his facts into a theoretical
scheme which allows anly one diree-
tion and only one form of develop-
ment in 2 siluation that bristles with
diversity and demands tlie greatest
flexibility of analysis. Thus Varga
finds that in Germany, for example,
the growing inability of the hourgeo-
isi¢c to rile “as wswal” is marked by
the “decomposilion, splitiing and new
fermation of political parties”; there-
fare in the United States this must
alzo be the case and the proof is: *In
America we sce the election wictory
of the Democrats, crisis in the Re-
publican Parly, ete™ 10 1 2 .

Martynofl's arlicle (1, Vol vii,
Nos. 3-4) shows exaclly the same
crucial deficiency, altho MarkynolT
does make some pretense at a specifie
analysis of varicus groups of coun-
lrizs but—the conclusion, after all,
is that they arc sll developing along
the same road, in the same divection,
thrw the same phases, ete. The specific
analysis lhercupon hoeomes merely a
peslure, an emply compliment paid
to the Leninisl method, The old ultra-
left premises and the eld ultra-left
remains  untouched in
Gssence.

LA
The Actual Situation Today

What is actually the situation lo-
fday? The whaole capitalist world is
in ihe thvaes of a deep eeanomic erisis,
whirh, however, manifests itself in a
speeifie form, assumes n specifie sip-
nificanen, and leads o specifie social-
political developments in accordance

with the specific position of each
eountry in the siruclure of world
economy. Tor this reason the trans-
formation of the ecomomie erisiz in-
Lo an "all-national political erisis has
begun i soine countries while in
others w0 sfgns of any such beginaing
are now wvisihle—and in those coun-
tries where the process has begun it
takes various forms. In “democratic”
Germany, for example, as well as in
Fageist Poland, there can be no ques-
tien that the two conditions for the
maturing of an all-national crisis are
rapidly . appearing: “The masses do
not want the old regimé and the rul-
ers are unable to govern them as of
old. . " In Germany even the prere-
guisite for the development of the
all-national political erisis into a rew-
clutionary situation is present: A
trewendous inerease in the palitical
activity of the masses is Dbeginning
te appear. In India, all three condi-
tioms have existed for some time and
probably still eaist, altho a certain de-
pression has veeent]y set in. In Spain
today, under very speecial conditions,
the three conditions are making a
very clear appearance. Bul in colher
eountries there are not even signs of
the development of a genera) political
orizis and eerlainly no evidence what-
ever of the wainring of a revolubion-
ary siluation. In neither the Uniled
States nor France is il pessible to
speak seriously of ‘“the inability of
the homrgeeisic to role as usual™ (the
firat eonditions fer all-national poli-
tieal erigis) ) in England some sipns
are visihle perhaps but only in the
very Tirsl slapes. To speak of A rev-
alutionary siluation in any of these
countries is absard.

But even in those eountrics where;
a revalukionary situation may be said{
Lo he maturing {Germany), the ahse-
Fulely neeessery  condition Tor {he
nothreak of praletarian revolution is

{Continned on Poge 4)

‘that Comrades’ Varga and’ Martynoff

Probleins of the Indian Revolution

& REVOLUTIONARY

PARTY FOR INDIA

M. N. Roy to the “Swatantra Bharat Sabha”

Dear Comrardes,

Let me congratulate you for having
indicated the right way o the nume-
croms  rank and {ile Congressmoen
{adherents of the All-Tndia Nalional
Congress-Editor) eager for an effee-
tive struggle for freadom. The prompt
suppression of vour new-horn organ-
ization (the Swatentye Dhorel Seh-

“he s the preof thal you are on the

right read. The fael alse proves that
the journey on the romad youn have
selectnd will not {o an easy ome Tt
requires canrage of convielion, reval-
ulinnary determination and above all
celleciive effort,

The Sweelenfre Rhaval Sebhe did
nol. propose to act as an independent
politieal party. M wanted to func-
tion as an organiwed group inside the
Congress with. the purpese of having
the lalter evenlually adopt a rovolu-
tionary program. The move was tac-
tically corrvect at the moment it was
maile. The situation has changed sinee
thon, Now to be an integral part of
Lthe Congres erganizalion does not pro-
vide the revolutionary cloments with
ficld for legal activity, The Congress

Atself has been declared an illegal

body. Beszides, you could never have
the illusion that the Congress as 4
whole organization would ever en-
dorse a revolulionary program .as
advocated by you. Your purpose evi-

dently is to remaln in ¢close conlact

with the Conpress rank and file wilh
a view to win these over fo yvour posi-
tion. This 18 a8 very ecorreci attitude.
Having a very distinct program, your
group, ncvertheless, from the wvery
heginning represented 1lhe tendency
towards an  independent  political
parly, abjective conditions for the rise
of which are matuwre, and upon the
rise of which further development of
the mational revolutionary strugele
depends. An independent party with
its own program can still support and

cooperate with all olher organizalions

actually eonducting a struggle against
imperialism. '

The program of your group is not
only the program of national ravolu-
tion. It also indieates the way to the
strugple for a greater social revolu-
tion. This being the ease, historieally,
your greup provides the platforin for
all the revolutionary elements to be
welded eventually inlo a powerful
party of the working class, Rapid
development  of  the situwation and
future perspectives demand {hat the
latent tendeney of your proup shouid
he given a clear form, Your group
should witheut delay take up the very
urgent task of a mass party of the
Indian workers and peasants.

Forces objectively making for and
even consciously advocating Socialist
reconsiruction of the Indian society,
have heen  steadily prowing in the
country of late. TRul very fow of
them have as yet been organized in
a party without which no strapgle
for paolitical power and soeial récon-
struclion is ever pissible, A revolu-
tionary pirty of the working eluss
w @ historic a8 ell as dmmediate
necessiiy., Given correct progran,
and with methods of organization
suitable to the conditions of the
country, it is hound to grow rapidly
mte a powerful political factor.

Comtrades: It is hardly necessary
for me to tell wou that the propram
yvou advocate is a program of socisl
{evolution. National freedom will ba

anly a stage in that revolulion, Tha
sopral revelulion will overthrow the
parasitic exploiting class from powat
ahd make the producing masses col-
lective owners of evervlhing produced

v Ltheir  eollective  laber,  Conse-
quently,  the  army  fighting  the
numerais baltles of  ihiz  resvolu-
tion roust bhe, in the first place,

reeruited from the working classes.
The party advecaling and striving
for the averlhrow of Lhe present eap-
italist soeicly 18 the revolutionary
vanguard of the working class. Bome
of Lhe pinnecrs of 1the pavly, as many
of curselvas, may nol be actually horn
in the working class (altho mosl of
them arc intelleelual workers) bt
they Dbeeome the pioneers of soeial
revohilion by idenlopically disassociat-
ing themselves frow the oxploiling
claszas  and identlifving themwsclves
with the proletariat.

Thers can be no party of the work-
ing class exrnestly siriving for a soc-
izl revolution in the interests of ihe
praducing masses excepl with (he rey-
olutionary determination thal grows
st of fimn conviction. There {3 1o
use having a noble fdeal unlass one
15 determined to reach it at all cost.
A preat idea is of Hillle practical value.
unless one strupples for itrimmph. In
a certain period of hislory a partieu-
lar social class asswwnes revolutionary
characler being antagonistic to the
dying ¢ld and therefore the harbinger
af {he rising new., Hut lhe entire class
cannol passibly take aclive part in
the actual struggle. Only the most
advanced of it, fogelher with ihose
who desert the doomed old to fight
for the mnaseenl new, do the actual
revolulionary fighting. Therefore, the
advance-puard, erganized in the rev-
olutiénary party, becomes the organ
thru which the energy of the entirc
class is Dbrought to bear upon the
sitnation, That means, every single
mement -in the life of a2 memher of
the revelutionary party must be de-
voted o the cause of the revolution.
Lvery other form of activity sheould
Le zecondary. The paramount ohliga-
tion is to the party. The party must.
have the first elaim wpon the wvery
being of its members. These should
work for the party, live for the party,
die for the party. Only such a party
‘can make a revolution, and we need
guch a parlty in India.

Comrades: As a loosely formed
group you ¢an make no more prop-
ress, . Plongers of a revolutionayy
elass, striving for a great social rev
ofution, nmust organize themselves in-
to a powerful political party. Tt ia
hardiy to be expected that a revelu-

e T

Some Examples of
Shameiesshess

In the magazing, Communist. I'n-
ternationed, Vol. viii, Nes. 3-4, there
it a leading editorial, 4 Palilienl
Sumbmary of 1830, The whole edi-
torial should be read; we merely eall
attention to lwo gems!

On page 82:

“As a matfer of fact, is it now
.possible -1o speak of a  political
erisis in the USA where, regard-
less of 10,000,000 unewmployed, the
bourgeoisia have still at their dis-
nosal tromendous reserves, .. ."

Was it not for referring to the “re-
serves of Awerican ecapilalism'’that
Lovestone was branded as an “agent
of American imperialismV, :as the
“adverliser of Wall Street?” Iid not
Molotov himself, at the XVI Congress
of the CPRU, level this “charge”
againsl Lovestone branding il as the
height of “opportunism™? And now—
the "tremendous reserves” of Amcri-
ean imperialism!

- Qn page 79 .

“Now the Messis.  Brandiers
carry oul their service to Social-
Faseism with their peculiar de-
featist slogan, their fsuper-radical’
declaration te the effect that a
revolutionary silvation is already
present in a numbher of great cap-
1talist countries and there is, there-
fore, no need to €3y on ceononic
sttuprles since al the given mo-

ment, only revelulionary stiageles:

are on the order of the day.”

So—it wasg the Commmnis| Opposi-
tion that was raving ahout “lhe on-
coming revalulionary wave” all’along?
So—il was the Comunist Opposition
thal deprecated “economic strupgles”
all along? Well, well, well. . . ..

FRUITS OF ONE YEAR
OF THE NEW COURSE

1. On Marveh 5§, 1831 e Daily
Warker carried a Tronl page appeal
that it “faces suspension to-morrow™

2. 0On Mareh 5, 1931 the Feeihaedit
carrimd a half-page seare appeal de-
elaring that it was in immediate dan-
ger ol suspengion  and
Yworlrors in the Fraihedd had 1o go on
the breadline for a meal. . ." (1)

3. On Yebruary 12, 1131 {he na-
tiomal office of the I.L.IL issuand a
letier deelarving that: “Our whele In-
Lerpational Labor Defense ovganiza-

tion. ix  faced with the question:
‘BHALL, WR SUSTPIENTY THE

FAROR DEFENDER? Y

4. A schome 15 under way {for the
“eomsolidation®” of the vavimus Finnish
Commanist paners. The seliome means
Lhe Hgwmgdetiog of pll Finnish papers
bul one and the publication of A
ealletin®™ in New Yorlk (instead of
the mass paper, Floenpain).

*Manahendra Nath Roy

tionary working class pariy can legal
Iy funection in India, under present
canditions. Confining its aclivilies to
lepal limits, it is bound Lo deviate
fromm the road of relentless revelu-
tionary struggle. All avenues of leg-
al aclivities must be cxplored; hut
the party organization wmsl be buill
up under-ground. This disadvantage-
ous posilion reguites the party to

——

Hatorship in it pusrely Soclal-demon-

ihat somo,

T e . -

= =

On the oecaston af the sizifelh an-
niversary of the Paris Cowmmune, we
publish, for the first time in English,
the most imporiont parigraphs of an
urticle by N, Lenin entitled: The
Parizs Comimiane and the Tasks of the
Democratic Dictalovship. In spite of
the faetl thai—or perliaps presiscly
becanse—this aritele was wrilien in
the conrse of Lhe historieal polemic
with the Mensheviks as lo the ques-
fion of the portietpation of the Soe-
wl-democrals in a revolutionary pro-
visional gouvernmend, the article hns
gront permancnd ratue o8 an estima-
tton of the Commune and of the rela-
ttoms batweon the Commuvie gnd e
Firat I'mternational.

—THE EDITOR.
% :

Engels’ introduction to the third
edition of Marx's Ciuil War in Franee
ends with the following words:

"The German philistine has lata-
1y baen thrown owce again into
wholesome parexysms by the ex-
pression ‘dictatorship of the pro-
letariat’. Well, gentle sirs, would
vou like to know how thiz dietator-
ship looks? Then look at the Paris
Commune, That was the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.”

But was it a“pure proletarian die-

eratic composition and in’ the char-
actor of jts praetical tasks? Not al
alit The class-conscions prolelariat
{or rather: more ot less elags-consei-
ous), i.e, the members of the Imtor-
national, were in the minerity. The
majority of the government conais-
ted of represewmtatives of the petty
boutpenis democracy. The New-Yark
Avbaiterzeitvng, the organ of the In-
ternational, deelares in an arlicle of
July 18, 1874:

“The Cormmune was nel. the work
of the International. The two wele
not at all identical. The members
nf {he International adopted the

by N. Letlin

program of the Commune, but at |

the same time they pushed it far
beyond its original hounds. They
were 15 most conscientious and
devoled defenders because they

realized its significance for. the |

working class’

- The General Councll of the Inter-
national, wunder the lcadership of
Marx,, approved these Lactics of the
Paris Federation of the International.
In itz manifeste it deciared:, “Neo
matier where ond under what form
o class struggle lakes place, the mem-
hers of our Assecinbion must be in its
front ronks”™ Only, our precursors,
the members of the International, had
no intention of fusing with the Com-
mune. They never for a moment
ceased defending their own, purely
proletarian, class organization. The
hislorian Eck writes: “The geneval
Cruncil of the Internctional tmmedi-
ately took sieps in assure the influ-
ence of its plenipotentiatries i the
revolulionnry government.” As de-
cigive cvidence the separate existence
of the proletarian organization at the
time of the participation of its repre-
sentatives in the Commune, the fol-
lowing noetice may serve:

‘“The coming Saturday, May 20,
there will take place a special ses-
sion of the Federal Council of the
International Workers Asggociation,
The members of the Commune, be-
longing. to the Internaticnal, are
invited to attend. They will make
a teport o the position they have
taken in the Commune and whal
are the causes and foundation of
the differences in the Commune.

. Admission to the session will be by

membership ¢ard.” )

An equally interestirg decunment’is
the deeision of the above-mentioned
special session. :

“Tha Intornational Werkers As-

- The Left Wing In,l_The Workmen's Circle

by Ben

DUR TASKS ON THE W.C. TODAY.

Lifshitz .

(Conehided from lusl i8sue)

The revival of the militant left
wing af the present thne 35 there-
fore 1nost imperative, requiring the
maximum energy to twm the digsat-
isfaction of the meombership iate
cliannels along the Jines of the class
strogple issues in the Amevican labor
movernenl. _ .

. % %
A DProgran of Struggle

At the National Nominaling Con-
feronee the lefl. wing presented in
the very el time allowed for dis-
cussion a clear-cut program  hased
upnn issues which are of pardmount
pmporienee to the membership af the
Workmen's  CGirvele,

1. All tendewcies in- the W.C., ir-
respective of the political views, shall
he represenied on all legisialive and
exccutive committers of the - W. C,
This demand gives us at the present
time the possibility of mobilizing Jarge
seatinng of the membership beeause at
no time in Lhe history of the Weork-
mew's Cirele was the leadership so
mueh dominaled by the most reaction-
ary wing of the Jewish and American
lahar movement as it is todaw.

2, We must initiale and develop
a movement in’ the W, C. branches
and in the orgamzation as a whole to.

since ike gquestion of unemployment
insuranee affects the whole working
class it is necessary that the W. C.
unite with all other workers organiza-
tiong fighting for uwnemployment in-
surance and velief.

3 The preat issue of the protec-
tion of the foreign-horn- must he
raised. We must conneel Lhis issue

penetrate all the existing legal mass
organizations, and to create now ones
as fields of itz activities. Not only
the workers and peasants, but all
other oppressed and exploited classes,
‘st be organized fer conducting the
struggle for the freedom of their im-
mediate grievances. By assuming a
leading part in this straggle the rev-
olutienary party will he firmly reoted
in the large masses of the population.
HBut the first step should ba the erea-
tinn of & leading eadve, firm in con-
vielfon, elear of wiston, compeel fn or-
gantzation, united in aotion amd an-
ahahen in determination. Lot vour
rroup become this cadre. That should
be your logical line of advance, if
you adopted the revolutionary pro-
gram with full knowlcdege of its rev-
ohutionary significance
With fraternal greetings,
M. N. BaY.

Berlin, Nov. 20, 1930.

with the reeant report of the Fish
Commitier. We ecan point oot very
elearly 1hat the Fish Commiltes re-
porl really aims not only at the Com-
munists but at the entire lahor move-
ment, and that the foreign-born are
the first to be hit, )

Recognition and Dlefense of the
Sovict Union )

4. We must initiate immediately a
movement for the recognition and de-
fense of the Boviet Union. The Soc-
ialist Verband-Ferward clique is do-
ing everything pessible to mobilize the

adopt resolutiohs for wnempleyiment .
insurance and relief, pointing out that

¥ Soviet L Unien Soelalism  is  being

huilt. We must bring in here the éom-
talism in the Soviet Union, ithe grad-

the masses and the latest proposal
of Snowden ({“Socialisl” minister!)
lo ent the wages of the Tinglish work-
ing class and to worsen the conditiens
generally in order te maintain eapital-
istm. We must also peint out the way
the Soviet state is soiving. the prob-
lem of the forner oppressed nalional-
ities including the Jews and cowpare
it with the condilions of these nation-
alities in e capifalist conntries.

Suppm.-t the Lelt W'ing in the Unions

5. We must continue the strupgpgle
thal the loft wing always earried on
in the W. G, to support the militant
progresstve groups in Lhe labm: unions
that are fighting for transiorming the
unions inte weapans of class struggle
and for organizing the unerganized.

At no Ume in the history of the
labdr movement did the trades union
hurocracy so openly betray the in-
tevests of the working class as they
do today. And yet the leadership of

the entive organizaiion al (he disposal
of the most reactionary oMicialduwn in
the trade unions. © o

® ¥ ¥

Fraternal Societres and Unions

. was always the unanimous opin-
jon of the entire C.T'. leadership that
the struggle in the workers fraternal
organizations is closely Bound up with
the developient of the rovolutionary
forces in the rcformist uniong and
with the growth of the existing "left
wing™ uniens.

Tho present leadership, which has
nartowed the “revelutionary unions”
te small secls and actually wiped oot

has dulbed all workers who are to he
found in the reformist unicns as “so¢-
ial-fascists” and the werkers whe re-
fused to split away from lhe mass
workers fralernal  organizationz  as
“geabs'. With the present “new turn”
of the Party leadership on the ques-
tion of “continuing” the work in the
reactionary uniens, with their policy
in the present dressmakers strike of

W. C. branches for the anti-Soviet
movement. ~In connection with this|
issue we should sharply eriticize the’
point of wiew of some of the progres-|
gives that are asking for "to]erance"|
to the Soviet Union while they are
carrying thra the “experiment”. Wao-
muzt point out, as was done at the:
National Nemination Conference by’

the left wing delegates, that in dhe

Mogt economists are now agreed
that the recent talk of revival is_un-
founded and that tangible evidence
of expanding activitices 15 not general-
ly wisible. The loudest optimists are
now shifting their revival prophecies
te the Spring, Some lock to next win-
tei The A, F. of L. survey admita that
“puempleyment will last oo at nearly
ita present level for several montha
and will be a serious problem for the
rest of the vear," The fatmer's income
has already fallen by over 2005,

The downward price trend contin-

The Econhomic Wee

ues. The. stock market is ar best ir-
regular—going from brisk rise (o shdrp
breaks, January exporis fell heavily,
especially to Europe, the best market.
Electric  power préoduction  dropped
badly last week to a new low level —
5.6% in a week, In the first two
months building constraction i Man-
hattan fell 14%5. Steel production con-
tinued its slow seasonal increase to
59.99 in comparsion with 57.8% a
wegk ago but as against 93.194 the
corregponding week ‘of last year, The
average daily pig iron output for Feb-

ruary snowed slig.htly mote than the
umal seasonal gain, but it was 40%
below the 1230 level and the poorcst
February in nine years, International
finance capital remains disturbed over
the great volume of gold held by the
Blink of France—$2,180,000,000 as
againgt the $3,004,000,000 of the U5,
Federal Reserve System. French capi-
tal is making big loans to its foreigh
satellites to counteract a credit crisis”
oceasioned by the gain of over a half
hillion dellars gold in one year.

International Workers Order to re-
main at. work in the shons of the L.
GWU,, and even in open. shops,
how  ean lhey now econtinue the
impossible line of separating the =se-
tivities in the fraternal organizations
from the line in the trade unions?
-Tha .“new line"™ of isolating the
Party and the lelt wing from the
masses is being continued. The shlit

aal improvement of the standavd of

parizon hetween lhe building of Soe- |

- Sixty Years After the Pdris' Commune

Commune and International

sociation adopted at ity special seg=
sion of May 20, the following da¥
eision: Having heard the report of
its members who ‘are alsa membera,
of the Commune, the meeting de-:
clares their conduct ag fully loyal;
and decides to request them o eon-
tinuc Lo defend with all meand in
their possession the interasts of the .
working class and alse to atrivi”
to maintain the unity of the Com-,
mune for the sake of & strengthy
ened struggle against the Versails
lese. The meeting also recomrhend-.
ed the acquisition of full publieity
for the sessions of the *Commpma
and the repeal of paragraph 3. of
the manifesto which is not compa-
tible: with the right of the people
to control the activities of its ex-
eeutive power-—in “the given cdage,
the Committee of Public Walfare.
At this meeting there were six
niembers of the Commune——the abs
senee of three others was exgused.

This is not_the place to tell the story
nf the Commune or the role nf the
members of the International in . It
is only necessary to say that in the
Execulive. Committee there was one.
Internationalist, in the Finanes Coth--
mission, three; in the Military Com-
mission, two; in the Commission of
Public Safety, two; in the Labor Com--
mission, five. In the eleclions of April
16 a few more members of the Inter-
natienal were olected intn the Camt
mune hat in the Commune there were
alsp many outspoken cnemies of the
International.

Tt is quite clear that when Engels
ealled the Commune the dictatorship
of the proletariat, he had in mind the
partieipation, and the ideolegically
loading partieipation, of the repre-
sentatives of the prolotariab in the
revolutionary government of Paris.

* A

Was the aim of the Coramune a
enmplete Boeialist transformalion?

Tn the fameus manifesto of the Gofi-
aral Couneil, unguestionally writion
hy Marx, it is said: "Phe Commime
waz therefora to serva as n lever for
uprooting  the “eennomic  foundations
wnon awhish eseate the owistence of
classes, and therefore of closs rule”
And then it adds:

*The working elass did not ex-
poct miracles from the Commune,
They had no rendymade. uloplas
te introduce by decree. They know
thal. in order to work out-their own
oancipation and, along with it
ihat higher form o which present
society s irvesislibly tending. - . .
thoy will have io pass thra long
sirugeles, thiv a series of histor-
ieal processes  transforming, -
ewmstanecs and men. The. Ceoin-
mune did nat slrive after the rea-
lizalion. of ideals: it aimed to seb
free the clements of the new ol
ciety wilth which the ¢ld collapsing
bourgeois soelely itself is prog-
nant.” ’ o

All the measures taken by the Coimn-
mone, all its sncial legislation, assuam-
ed a praetical and nal a nhapian char-
acter. The Commune actually realized
what we today call the "minimum-

program of Secialism.”
. %® & W

Tt is well known that the Communea
did not suecced in overcoming the re-

the ¥W. C. supporls and actvally places.

the left wing in the reformist unions,

gllowing hundreds of members of the-

action, parily =23 a result of its own
mistakes and of itz cxapgerated mag-
nanimily. The Commune fell, . . . the
Communards were destroyed, butch-
erad. . . ..
¥ox ok

It appears to us that these few his
torical facts teach us sofmething. They
teach us in the firgt place that the
participatien of the representatives
af the Socialist proletariat along with
the petty hourgesisie in a revolution-
ary povernment is quite permissible
from the noint of view of prineiple,
and in eertain conditions absolutely
obligatory. These facts show us that
the real tasks that the Commune wasz
able to accomplish were in the bepin-
ning. primarily the realization of the
demoeratic and not the Sogialist die-
tatorship—the carrying thru of our
“minimam-program.’” rfinally thesr_z
facts remind us that to learn from
the Parizs Ceommune does not. mean
imitating its errors but rather fol-
lowing the lines of its practieal ateps
which pointed out the right road. Not
the borrowing of the phrase “Com-
mune” nor the hlind repetition of ita
every slogan is our task—hut the ap-
prapriation of such programmatic and
practical slopans which correspend to
the situation’ in Russiz today and
which_ are formulated in the phrase:
revolutionery-demacratic dictatorship
of the proletarint and pessantry.
Proletaryi, Nn, 8
July 4, 1905,

Our Tasks : .
In order to carry on suceessfully.
the work of crystallizing and ‘mobil-
izing the left wing forces in the W.C.,
it is necessary for the left wing &b

in the Jewish fraternal organizations;the present meoment to repel any at-
is enly to be used as a base for fur-|tempt at new splits in the workexy

ther earefully prepared splits in
the Hungarian, Lithuanian Czeche-
slovak, Russian and Croatian fratern-

organizations. The Natienal Execu-
Uve Committee of the International
Warkers Order is doing everything

al organizations for the purpeose of  possible’ at the present time to Jraw
“unifying” the split-offs with the In-jout of the Workmeén's Circle. what

ternational Workers Order,

they-torm the “second line trenches”,.

The policy of drawing omt the lefi that is, those left wing workers who

wing from these fraternal organiz-
ations, will he most disastrous for
the Communist movement, These fens
of thousands of workers whom the
lefl wing thus deserts will be left to
the mercies of the reformists, priests
and ather reactionaries, whe will util-
ize these organizetions unhampered
apainst the workers here and against

the Soviet Union.
. . Wm

did not follow the sectarian splitting
policy, In a number of left wing.
branches they Bre now- tryipg "t
cffeet forther splits, We must seé’ to-
it that not one mcemher leaves- the
W.C. With redoubled efforts mmst we
strengthen and huild fhe left wit

in_the reformist workers fraferns

erganizalions in order to mobilize the’

.| membership for’ the. revolufionary
‘class. struggle: ’ )
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“NUMBER 31921”

THE working class in the United Seates is living under the pale of one of
A the worst crimes committed against any labor movement in the world,
The fifteen years of Mooney’s impriscnment in the San Quentin dungeon

ave fifteen years of shame and degradation for every member of the

working class who has a corpuscle of red blood in him. The outrageous
frame-up against Mooney never was and is not. today a crime against
Mooney as an individual, as a person, but against Brother Mooney as a
valiant fighter for the wotking class, And at this tine, while the imperial-
ist war preparations are white-hot, it is especially important to recall that
Mooney was first sent to his living death because of his militant opposition
to the fast imperialist war, '

-Brother Mooney is paying with his blood, with his life, because the
capitalist class sees in him a symbol of that fighting class-consciousness,
of that militancy, which, if logically developed, can lead only to the
overthrow of the capitalist system. Brother Mooney is today behind the
bars because the American working class has been misled, betrayed, and
pacalyzed by the most corrupt labor officialdom in the history of the world.

‘The history of the Mopney case is the history of the ‘Amnerican labor
moverient in all its weakness, its moments of inspiring militancy, Ats

traitorous leadership, its divided ranks, its lack of revolutonary traditions,

policies and guidance. Every working man and working woman who has
the slightest self-respect should welcome the splendid blow again struck
by Brother Mooney for his class in his brilliant pamphlet “Labor Leaders
Bettay Mooney”, This burning exposure of the role played by the
Greens, the Wolls, the Scharcenbergs, and. the entite American labor
officialdom, as the decisive force in keeping Mooney and Billings in jail,

‘marks a big forward step not only for the victims of California employing
«ctasa bu for the entire working class,

Mooney could not have said more instructive and teuthful words than:

"Qur struggle for freedom is inextricably bound up with the whele
guestion of the future of the American workers . . . Out of the present
leadership, whigh is thoroly corcupted, no fundamental progress can
be expected. That must proceed from the rank and file of the labot
fnovement. . . . These lieutenants of Capital masquerading as labor
leadérs should be exposed; they are the worst enemies of a real organized
lbor movement. It is our duty to help expose culpability. They are

our worst foes. They are the foes of all militant workers.”

This is a clarion call to the entire working class, We are glad to see that
Brother Mooney understands the treacherous role of the A. F. of L. buro-
crats. Every clhass-conscious worker will likewise greet the recoguition
by Mooney that mass meetings and mass demonstrations of the workers
arc the most effective means for forcing the strikebreaking government
to release him and Billings. It is particulacly inspiring to note the realiza-

tion of Mooney that so far the most telling blow for his freedom hag been

landed by the revolutionary workers of Russia when they demonstrated
before the Ametican embassy as a citadel of reaction, as the symbeol of a
fraudulent “democracy” whose fruits are the jailing of Mooney, the im-
prisonment of the Centralia workers, the clubbing and starving of the
ineinployed and the murdee of Sacco and Vanzetu.

No worket can or should be «t ease until Mooney and Billings are freed.
Keeping Mooney and Billings in jail, the capitalist class and its lieutenants
in the labor movement are heaping insult upon injury upon the whole
working class. The honor of the working class as a class un{;l its most
fundamental interests are at stake here. To smash the prison gates
barring Mooney from our fighting ranks against the bosses ‘wiil be a
big step towards breaking the chains of the Wall Strce't exploiters.

“Number 31921” is an historical symbol for the American working class
<-of the woakness and failures of yesterday and today and its potential
dysamic power which atone will bring its victory tomorrow. Every wotk-
er must answer the great cail of Mooney. The shame and crime forced
upon our Brother Mooney, upon our whole class, must be wiped out. It
should have been doue long ago. [t is not too late. _

“Number 31921” is a challenge and a warning. .We mus*t.heed this
warning. We must meet this challenge. On to the job—a milit:ant fight
for the freedom of Mooney and Billings, for the freedom of all class
war prisoners] On with this fight which is part and parcel of cur fight
for the most vital interests of ouy class!

«THERE 18 NO TYPHUS IN RUSSIA . ... 7
IN his dispatch of Mareh 6, 1831 Walter Drranty, the MNew York Times

-correspondent, discusses the health of the Russian masses. And sum-
ming up he says the following: “There ix now no iyphus it Russis”

These words indicate the profundity of the revolution thut has taken
place irn Russia. No more typhus'in Russia! To any one aequainted with
the social history of Russia before the revolution this will sound almost un-
belisvable. Typhus was always the “Black plague” of the Russian peopie,
the dread seourge that destroyed tens of millions, Doctors and "social
Workers” stood lLaffled before it because they dared not eall inte guestion
the fundamental social conditions that exposed the people to the ravages of
typhus and made any effective defense against it impossible, At more thgn
one international medical and hygicnic eongress, the “problem of typhus in
Russiu"' wag declared to be “inscluble’”! .

Then came the revolution—and years of civil war and famine, years of
blockade and intervention—years of suffering and misery. It is now less

‘than ten years that the Russian masses have had the opportunity to en-
‘gage in peaceful social construction on a new basis. And in this brief period

problems facing the revolutionary
"a. wide-awake worker you cannot
AGE, Subscribe now!

the Soviet power has accomplished what the “smnipotent antoeracy” could not
(and would not) accomplish in decades! _ _ _

This is & “miracle” indecd. Butb it is a miracle that is ta‘kmg plac‘c
every day in the Soviet Union. It is a miraele accomplished by ?he. inexhausti-
'311; power of the Soviet workers and farmers enpaged in building a world
fit for humans te live inl
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THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Materials and Documents from the International Conference of the |
, Held in Berlin, Dec. 16-18, 1930 |

With this issue we begin the publi-
eation of the material and deenments
of the International Conferenco of the
Communist Opposition., The Cenfer-
ence issued the following main docu-
ment: An Appeal to the Communists

The Alsatian Committiee, set up by
the Conference and consisting of Com-

rades Lovestone (Amervica), Flyg
{Sweden), Mandel (Switzerland),
Schreckler (Alsace), Brandler and

I'rank {Germany) proposes the fol-
lowing dircetives for the werking out
of a program of action of the Com-
munist Farty of Alsace {Opposition) :
1. Attitude to the National Question.

a) In the national guestion the
CPA {Q) stands for the standpoint
of the theses of the Seeond Congress
of the C. I. These theses are in op-
position to the current slogan of the
official Partv: Soviet Alsace. On the
contrary, lhese theses ‘and the pre-
vailing pulitical situntion necessitate
the slogan of the full right of self-
determination, ineluding the right of
geparation from France, tied up with
the propaganda of the Soviet dicta-
torship., |

The slogan of “Soviet Alssce”
means that the decision of the nation-
al character of the Saviet republic is
already determined. According to the
situation in which the revolutionary
desision will be made, the Commun-
ists will be for the integration of Al-

The Conference was opened on Dec.
ember 16 by Comrade H. Braudler
{Germany) who declared:

“Qomrades! 1 hereby declare the
International Conference of the Com.
nunist Opposition ocpen and greet
the delegates who are here. The fol-
lowing countries are represented by
delegates: Sweden, America, Swits
erland, Czecho-slovakia, Norway, Ger-
many, Alsace-Lorraine (TFrance). . .
The Austrien and Italian Opposi-
tion eomrades could not send delepates
nor could the Finnish comrades, for
legal and financial reasens . . .
_%The Internativnal Conference was
made negessary thre the growing con-
solidation of the various Oppesitions
that have arisen as a result of the
crists in the Communist Internation-
al .. . Tt waz above all vur American
comrades who urged the convening of
this Conferenee in order to make pos-

FLYG {Swciden) reports:

We haviealreawdy submitted @ writ-
ten report to which I now refer. For
over a year new, singe November
192%, we have been working as an
‘independent’ party. When the split
took place, we believed that the Com-
interi-pevple  would  probably  take
with them hidf of the Party; we le-
lieved also that they would tuke with
them half of the cireulation of our
chief paper, Folkets Dagbleb, Bul
we were too pessimistic. We actoally
succecded in retaining af least two-
thirds of the Party. The Billen-peo-
ple (“loyalites™} have on their own
admission ne mere than between d-
4,000 members in their party. They
have cstablished a paper of their own
which has a ciretlation of aboul 4,600
copies. Our paper has a circulation of
20,000 copies on the average, with
26,000 on Saturdays., Our most recent
and most difficult test was the elee-
tions in Oectober 1930, In these clee-
tivns we participaled in more districts
thain formerly and registered z big
suceass,

“The Comintern-people are strong
only in Norbotten, where they have
taken over the district organization.
But-it is intercsting to see that in this
district and in another in which they

lhave gome influence their organiza-

tion has been rapidly deelining while
purs is growing.,

“Last Saturday and Sunday we had
a national eonference for the unem-
ployed. We orgunized this conference
togethier with the syndicalists and the
trade wunion muvement, Together
with these people we formed a central
committee for the unemploved, The
entire Soclal-democratie press agitated
against this conference and urged the
trade unions to refuse to send dele-
gates. In spite of this there were
over 175 trade unlons were represent-
ed at the confercnce, most of them
being reformist unions, Among the
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HHOW CAN WE BEST MOBILIZE
THE WOURKERS FOR STRUG-

GLE  AGAINST AMERICAN
CAPITALISM?

SUNDAY, MARCH 151th

11 ¢'eloek morning

at
McKINLEY SQUARE GARDEN
1260 Boston Road—DBronx

SPEAKERS:
BEN GITLOW in English
BEN [LIFSCHITZ in Jewish

Admiseion Free

and the workers of the world, 2 draft
of B Platferm for International Com-
munigt Opposition, and a fResolution
on the Alsatian question. The firsi
two documents are not yet available
for publication; the third is published

sace either in the French or in the
German Boviet republic depending on
whether BSoviet I'rance or
Germany avises first. The winning of
an independent Soviet Alsace befure
the overthrow of French or German
imperialism is illusory.

(b The Official Party today rejects
the support of national. partiul de-
mands. The Communist Opposition on
the contrary supports them, thus
agreeing with the former tactics of
the Communist International. It sup-
ports them even when it does not raise
them itself, as for example, cultural
and administrative auvtonomy. The
Commauanist Opposition calls for the
striking wut of all expenditures for
French militarism; it calis for  the
struggle against border fortification;
it supports all attempts directed
against French militarism {the clasy
enemy at home), .

2. Election Tactics,

In the first ballet the Communist
Opposition nlways appears with its
own ticket. In the preferential ballot
or in the sceond elections and in’ the
communul elections we propese the

sible cooperation and coordination on
an international scale. We do not
place before ourselves the aim of
founding a new International; on the
contrary, vur object is fo restore to
health the Comununist movement and
the Comintern znd to discuss ways
and means of doing so.

“Wa propose the following order of
business as already submitted to the
various groups: {1) Reports from the
various countries, It is rnost esgen-
tial that on the basis of these re-
ports we dizcuss and evaluate our
expueriences very carcfully, (2) The
draft of the Internationul Platform.
(2) International organization and in-
formation questions, (4) The German
initiative group preparing the Con-
furence was also of the opinion that
the Mussinn question should be tak-
en up provided we can extend the

syndicalists we have only slight in-

fluence., At this conference 65 dele-
gates fullowed us; the syndicalists
had 50; and the Comintern-people,
who at first boyeotted the conference,
came with 26. Thru & united front
with the syndiealists und trade union
representatives we were able to divect
the eonforence. At this conference

below.. At the same time we are also
pulblishing eopicus extracts and sum-
iaries of the reperts and discussion
at the Conference.

—THE EINTOR

The Resolution on the Alsatian Question

following taclics: Condidates of the
anti-imperialist opposition are to bo

Soviet! supported if they pledge theimselves

to a mimimum program of daily de-
munds of a social character corres-
ponding to the concrete situation. In
the fivst vote in municipzl clectiona
the Opposition also appears with in-
dependent lists; in the second voting
it may appear with a joint list for a
prograin of daily demands. The Com-
munist Party {Opposition) must place
before itself the task of winning by
means of conercte daily demands on
the national guestion in ils program
and especially in its election program,
the leadership of the nationalist op-
position. Buch demands are not only
the struggle for the full right of self-

determination but alse demunds which

mohiiize concretely the nen-proletax-
ian tolling strata against big capital-
ist exploitation.

3. Church and State.

The aim of the Commuanist Opposi-
tivn is not the intreduction of “non-
clerical legislation™ in Alsace but the
demand is: sepuration of church and
stibe amd scpoaralion of chuvelr and
achool.

The Opening of the Conference

Conference nnother day.
“l propose that we now elect & pre-
sidiurn fer the Conference”.

L O

TITTEL {Germany): “I propose
the following presidium. Flye (Swed-
en), Lovestone (America), Brandler
{Gevmuany).”

This was agreed upon.

It was decided to determine on the
third day whether the Russian ques-
tion would be taken up, It was alse
decided that Levestons should pre-
pure the report on the IHussian ques-
tion.

The order of the reports was de-
termined as follows: Sweden, Fin-
land, America, Switzerland, Italy, Al-
gace, Czecho-slovakia, Norway, Ger-
many. It was decided that questions
shoud be asked after every report but
that discussion  should take place
jointly om all reports.

From the Reports and Speeches of the Delegates

the Sillen-people isclated themselves
even more than before. They attempt-
ed to ocut-mancuver us an the fivst
day by putting up o lot of *demands’.
Wa pranted all the ‘demands’ and
‘they felt lost. I believe this confer-
ence will be of great importanee for
us.
(Continued in the next tuse)

Problems of the Crisis

THE CRISIS AND REVOLUTION

by Will Herlierg

(Continued from Page )
unfortunately mizsing: “the ability of
the revolutionary class to carry oul
revolutionary imass actiovn strong
enough to everthrow the old gouvern-
raent. . " This “subjective” factor is
to u larpe extent dependent upon how
suceessfully the political party of the
proletariat fulfills its role as revolu-
tionary vanguard. Under the inspie-
atton of the present un-Leminist
course of the Comintern, howoever, the
Communist Party of Germany is rap-
idly losing its vital contacls with the
organizations of the masses and iis
fighting leadership over thiom with-
out which its leading role is merely
a phrase. To a great extent for this
reasoen the tremendous jnerease in the
political activity of the masses is man-
ifested in g sengetione! swing flo
Fagefam, to the extreme right. Dis-
illusioned with “things as they ave”
{typified by the “moderate" Jrourgeois
parties and Social-democracy) the
masses go nol lo Commuaism bat to
the hopelessness  and  despair  of
Fascism. Such is the living reality—
quite dilferent from the verbal con-
coctions of Varga or Martymnoff.

F ¥ ¥
And In the United Statés
In some ecountries ({the United

States, for example) it is impossible

| to speak of a tremendous inerease (or

any real inerease st alll) of the class
action uf Lhe masses; the basiy for a
radical development however, oy
a peneral leftward wovement, exigts
and sperasdic manifestations appear
from Llime te time, And yet, by and
large, the severe economic erisis here
is aceompanivd by #n unexampled
pitsstwity of the masses and an ab-
genee, of any rise in the labor meve-
ment or any sharp swing to the left
{unexampled when compared with the
activity of labor in previous erises
periods),. The inuctivity of the labor
movement in the face of the most
acute unempleyment yeb seen is some-
thing every Communist should pender.
_What is the reason for the gencral
passivity of labor in the United
States in this peried of economic
crisis? It cannot merely be explained

officinl lubor leaders or by the self-
annihilation of Communist influence
among the masses; a deeper and more
objective reasens seems to be regquirved.
In his autobiography Trotsky ventures
an explaration which deserves serious
consideration. He says:

“After a period of big bnattles
and defeats, a crisis has the effect
uf depressing rather than arousing
the working class, It undermines
the workers confidence in their
power and demoralizes them polit-
fealty. Under such conditions only
an industrial revival ean close the
ranks of the proletariat, pour fresh
blood into its wveins, reslore iis
confidence in itsclf and make it
capalle of furlher struggle”
Whatever may be the ebjective fac-

ters at work, however, it is cloar that
the new tactics and methods of the
capitalists and the completely pro-
capitalist policy of the A, F. of L.
elficialdem, which stifles every move
of protest and unvest in the unions
even before it manifestes itself, have
been very important secondary fac-

iors in preventing the potentialities:

fror becoming realities. At the samec
time, the policy of self-isolation and
self-diserediting of the .Communist
Farty of the United States under ils
uitra-left convrse has certainly hin-
dered very preatly the inevitable pro-
cess of the brealkiing away of impor-
1unt strata of workers from the influ-
ence of the rcactionary labor official-
dom. Al of these factors are thoroly
inberwined,

It has not been my purpose to pre-
sent any definitive theory as to the
relations hetween  economie  orisls,
geheral . political erisis and revolu-
tionary sitbation, All 1 have attemp-
ted to do is to show the shallowness
of the “simple’” ultra-left schemes so
popular in the Comintern today and
to eall attention to the real complex-
ity of the réail problems facing us.
A discugsion of these questions in the
ranks of the Communist Opposition

(the only ‘place a res! discussion-can

take place today!) would certainly
be very useful from.the viewpoint of
the ideological maturing of the world

by the menumental treachery of theCommunist movement.

TR
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ZUR LITERATURGESCHICHTE (On
Literary History), by Franz Mebnng.
Two volumes: vol. 1, from Caldervn
to Heine; vol. 2, from Hebbel to Gor-
k. With an introduction by August
Thalheimer. Soziologische Verlagsanst.
alt, Berfin. 1930. :

kIt would be futile to attempt to de-

pict the impression this werk makes
upon ong# whe has hitherte known
Mehring primarily at secend hand or
thru his more familiar books {(Kar!
Mave, History of German Sociul-de~
meraey). Mehring has certainly not
lacked enthusiastic admirers from the
early days when Eongels wrote so
glowingly ahout his Lessing-Legends
down te the intreductions of Fuchs
and Thalheimer to the present work.
But however fervid may have been
their words of appreciative praise,
they pale into insignificance when
corapared with the immediate effect
of Mehring's “merely journalistic”
assayg of literary criticism collected
in the twe volomes before us Noth-
ing like it has been seen since Marx's
early ecritical essays, sinee Lenin's
famous articles on Telstoi, since Plek-
hanofl’s brilliant exposition of the
method of Marxism in the spheres of
art znd culture.
O W

The first two volumes in what will
ultimately be Mehrihgs eolleeted
warks deal with literary history. They

‘eongist of uver fifty avticles, mostly

contributions to the Neue Zeit, cover-
ing a period of many ycars, touching
upon the main literary currents in
Germany from the eighteenth century
to the twentieth, with an ocecasional
natice of some foreipn literary fig.
ures such as Caldercon, Voltaire, Lie-
kens, Ibzen, Gorki, But it would be
absurd to conceive these articles, even
the briefest, as merely biegraphical
or cven biographical-eritical ventures;
each one is a living example of the
unbounded fertility of the method of
dialectical materialism in the analysis
of problems of art and literature.
In this sense the significance of these
atticles extends far beyond the intvin-
sie significance of the subject mattor
ttself: they becowme the wvehicle of the
Huing spivit of Morsism.

Mchring wielded the weapon of di-
alectical materialism  with  unsur-
pagsed brillinnce. As with Marx and
Engels themselves—Thulheimer notes
in his introduetion—the most instrue-
tiva in Mehring is not primarily his
direct remarks on the Marxist method
but rather the admirable gpectacle
of the method in use. Whether Mch-
ring is discussing the Shakespesre-
cult in Germany, whether he is po-
lemiziig against the esthetie doetrin-
airism that replaces social-historical
categorias by “purely esthetic” con-
ceptions, whether he is deseribing the
powerful effect of the 1848 revolution
upon the subscquent development of
German literature, whether he is an-
alyzing the relation between the ar-
tistic ereator and socisty, whéther he
is uncovering the petty bourgecis
roots of the Scandinavian drama,
whether he is Hluminating the penasis
and course of naturalistn—we ara
profoundly conscious of the power of
the weapen when wielded by a master

worthy of it.
Tk % X

The problems dealt with in these
two volumes are innumerable vet they
may all be prouped under relatively
few heads, chief among which are:
the problems of historical-materialist
esthetics( the nalure of art, the rela-
tion of art to nature, the relation of

jform and contaet, the relation of art

to history and soclety), the problems
of the proletariat znd art (art and
the class strugpgle, the perspectives
of “proletarian literature” before the
revolution, the future of art and culs
ture under Socialisim), and finally the
historjcal problems arising out of the
attempts 10 give a materinlist-dialee-
tical analysis of the nature of artistic
genins and the development of the
artist in society. And the fact that
these problems are not dealt with so-
to-speak cirectly (ive., more or less
abstractly) but rather thra illustra-
tin in life and history, only lends
c_harm and conviction to the exposi-
trgan. '
* & #

Mehring's eritical works are une
known in English. And yet it seems
to me that 4 Marxist school of liter-
ary criticism can hardly arise and de-
velop, net to speak of reaehing matur-
ity, without a thoro acquaintance with
Mehring’s work, 1t seems to me also
that magazines like {he Mew Masses
and the Modern Quarterty could well
afTerd to replace just a little of the
dilletante trash and *proletarian”
pretense that clatter up their pages
by some modest translations of Meh-
ring's essays, especially the group col-
lected under the head Esthetic Ezx-
ctirsions, © Fven from old Mehring
somefhing may be learned!

L I ]

How can we take leave of Mehring
better than by repeating the glowing
words addressed to him on the ocea-
sion of his seventicth birthday (Feb-
ruary 27, 19168} by Rosa Luxemburg,
his close friend:

"Now when the intellectuals of
bourgeois origin betray and desert
us to return to the fleshpots of
the rulers, we look hack at them
with a scornful smile: Go ahead!
We have torn from the German
bourgeoisie its last and best troms
sure; we have, deprived It of every-
thing it had in spirit, talent and
character; we have Franz Meh-
ring!*
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The Lights of Broadway
{Answer to a Fellow-Colyumist)
“There's a broken hewd for euwery
light on Broedway.” Buch is the sen-
timental slush with which capitalism
surrounds its main stem, its show-
man's street—the great White Way.

“Broadway s the heart of the
world.” What a heart! And how
heartless! A street of shabby.tawdry
musical comedies, “fast” night clubs
whose reputation for speed is based
on the rapidity with which they bust
thru a bank roll, traghy Hollywood
romanees, “joy" that ecan be bought
and sold and is utterly joyless, ugly
top hats and flashy ermine wraps,
pimps and parnhandlers, “jobless ac-
i tors and musicians, apple-vendors and
breadlines, . . .

The "Gay White Way!” And what’s.
gay about it? The shabby, second
hand buildings that will be torn down
‘day after tomorrow? The flashing
-lights lying about tooth paste and
tobaceo and chewing.gum? And when
the lights go out, m the cold gray
light of the carly morning, a cheap,
hugyard, dreary, shabby, second-hand
street—z wrinkled old bag, with the
pairt and powder off. The fabled
thousand and one nights en “Bagdad
on the Hudson” are as a grain of
dust to & mountain compared with the
gavety of a single evening strofl of
the Komsomols on a meoslighted sum-
mer boulevard of Moscow, There is
hope, and humanity, and love, for-
ward-looking, and real gayety.

X KW
1932 Overrure

“elung Sound Pretude Fer Chisago
Frimary™—=headline in New York
Timey. With such a prelude the “Chi-
cagp ‘Symphony” should make 'the
Napeleonie *1812 Overture’ of Tchai--
kovsky sound like a Sunday School
hymn. Such preludes snggest a motif”
which can enly be matched by a grand

talist, “democracy”.
& B
Al Coropone in the MNewa
After reading the fuss in the pap-

ers about Southern potlikker we ean’t
fpet straight whether Capone is to be
dunked in . potlikker, erombled 'in
champagne, serve six months in Flor-
ida for eontempt of court or Lo elected
Mayur of Chicago for running a bread
line.
L

“Happy Days Are Here Again®
“Dhamend Cutling Pich Up, Vigwed
a3 Sign of Good Times”— Newspaper
headline.
Whoupee! The unemployed ura be-

ginuing to buy diamonds again
[

Salt of the Sea

Why Gandhi insisted on his one
“eoncession” in his betrayal of the
struggle of the Indian masses is hard
to understand, unless it was to rub
salt in their wounds. By his zction,
salt has been changed from a symbol
of struggle to & symbeol of betzayal.
But the mass struggle will sweep
beyond Gandhi and his salt fields till
it sweeps the British .rulers inte the
salty sea.

* * k

Most Moral City in she World

Our  wisecracking Mayor thinks
New York's reputation s damaged

“We ure determined,” says he, “to
maintain the reputation ag the clean-
est, most moral city in the world.”

Ay a first step in cloaning up the
eity of vice and corruption, Jimmy
Walker 1s leaving town on a menth's
vacation. Now if he'd add the police
foree the judges and the Tammany
politicians, , -

The Modern Treend

Police now own their owh speak-
easigs—what is known & economics
ag n vertical combinatiom,

L]
The Parrclman’s Reward

The police graft
that the first six ewps ‘examined
banked 3500,000 in five years, Amer-
iea is still the land of eppertunity.

LI N
From Flat-Feet to High Finatice

The next Horatio Alger novel will
tell ¢f the poor boy who became & cop
and copped everything ‘i sight. But
when he had becoine wealthy and
saved the mortgage on kis poor obd
mother's blind pig and married the
wise-cracking, spat-wearing Mayor's
daughter, he did not ferget hiz hum-
ble orvigin and contimwed to wear
plain-clothes and assoeiote with bums
and gangsters.

¥ oroH .

Einstein Develops New Field Theoty

It's o damn sight easiar to accept
Einstein®s theory of relativity than
his theory of stopping war by filling
the jails with draft resisbers. To Ein-
stein the “social scientist™, the best
we can gay is: “Cobbler, atick to your
fourth dimension.” - :

Now it’s up to the Duily Worker to
discover that Linstein i 8 “social
relativist.” :

¥ X * -

Royal Alihi )

Poor Alfouse savs he'd like to ab-
dicate but he dassent, "The crown iz
ot weine te give wp,” he explained.
“It helongs to my family. It%s mine
only temporarily.’” - T

“Temporerily”, is right!

e
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Hope for the Jobless

A comforting thought on depres-

sion from that venerable skinfling,
John Di— ) :

for the best” o
Try that on your bubcher..

~BBW,

finale—the crash of Ameérican capi-.

10l by corruption but by headlines.”

ingairy reveals .

“We can only be hopeful and Mope.

.
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