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Our Action Against
1 Conscnption

By S. . RUTGERS
HE St. Louis convention of the
Socialist Party declared in favor
of “unyielding opposition to all
proposed legislation for military or in-
dustrial conscription” and for the sup-
port of “all mass movements in oppo-
sition to conscription.”

If we do not wish to stop at mere
words,
cordance with this resolution

we must organize achion 1. ac

First of all, we must encourage and
support all strikes during war, particu-
larly in important industries, such as
transportation and mining. This will
not only help to keep the workers from
starvation and enslavement,
at the same time be the most efficient
weapon against the
scription. The capitalist government
secks to make each struggle on the
economic field a political issue. In fact,
we have had in New York a strike of
truckmen, who asked that a
rangement made by their masters, and
to their disadvantage, should be re-
pealed. This was merely an economic
conflict and the bosses were the ag-

. Il the Aifies were

»

but 1t will

reaction ot con

new ar-

. it does not, it
comes into serious comflict with the
organization of the Capitalist State and
an intensified class struggle will be
the result. Gompers, as a faithful ser-
vant of Capitalism and a traitor to his
class, grasped the situation exactly
when he declared his willingness to
prevent any and all strikes during war,
because he knows that any serious
strike under the circumstances may de-
velop into a political strike, into a gen-
eral conflict between the two classes

Our task lies not so much i an effort
to start or to proclaim a general strike,
as some of our opponents seem to be-
lieve ; our task is to support any tend-
ency towards strikes, which under pres-
ent conditions and when waged un-
compromisingly, may develop into
more general movements

The English miners, a‘ well as the
railroad workers and the” metal work-
ers, did strike during the war against
the orders of their capitalist govern-
ment, and they gained results.

The government actually had to im-
plore the workers to stop their fight,
on the presumption that the future of
the country was at stake. Labor “lead-
ers” had to be rushed to the danger
zones, and once more succeeded in fool-
ing the workers into submission. But
it shows the power of the workers and
their opportunities.

The Russian revolution started with
partial strikes, combined with street
demonstrations, 'ndully growing

m than i declaring vour willingness

supp mass action 1f “others”
(who the devil are those others if not
we!) will be kind enough to start some-
thing Our opposition to consg ription

wed at these meetings, small or
large, should be uncompromising,
should be a part of our fight against

militarism, and against Imperialism

It is true that the police have al

cady prevented some of the Socialist
mectings, but this shouid not discour
age vou. Other districts have held
meetings since; we should try every

strict, every hall, every street cor

netr e can change our subject, if only
are driven by

we will have

ur spirit, and of we
ol every corner
I‘,’It\

accomplished at least something

l yw the workers

would help greatly to sh

the kind of °
they are

democracy” and “freedom”
stipposed to go to war for, and
ask why this

ign”’ autocracy.

they will 1s a fight against

And even when driven from the last
hall, even when denied the rnght to hold

street corner meetings, we need not
give up the fight. We can print and
distribute leaflets, and we
together in streets and squares for
propaganda and protest until dispersed
by the police. If the hundred thou-
sand Socialists, togethor with their six
hundred thousand “voters” and that
part of organized labor that did not
surrender to its exploiters, organize

o

cam come

8. it will me far

the ruling class,

No doubt, one of the topics at such
informal gatherings would be the re-
fusal to be conscripted. We may be
assured that many will refuse, as was
done in England, where several thou-
sand comnscientious obejctors are still in
jail. But it would be more effective if
those prepared to refuse would get n
touch with each other, could organize
In a certain way to carry their action
and their sacrifices in one and the same
direction

This concerted action should start
with the taking of the military census,
with the registration for the prospect-
ive conscription. Among the questions
as issued by Governor Whitman of
New York, there are two which enable
us at least to make some form of pro-
test; and no doubt other registration
forms will contain similar questions.
Question 50 asks: “Do you claim ex-
emption from military service ?” Every-
body should answer “Yes.” The So-
cialist Propaganda League of Brook-
lyn adopted a motion, subsequently
adopted at the Borough Meeting of
Local Kings County of the Socialist
Party to answer question 51, asking
why you claim exemption, with: “Be-
cause | ‘am a conscientious objector.”
No matter what other reasons you may
have for exemption, first of all stase
that you are a “conscientious objector.”
This may give us an opportunity to get
a public hearing on our objections as in
England, and to make propaganda and
muster our forces. And because the
census most likely will include all the
inhabitants of the United State up to
45 years of age, the grown up people
will have an opportunity to join their
protest with that of the younger gen-
eration. There is no use stating on the
registration form what these consci-
entious objections are, because this will
not be given publicity and may cause
your exemption to be rejected without
any further hearing.

We may expect different kinds of
“ objectors : religious hu-
non-resistance advocates

- class-conscious Each
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" The Masses IN EV

“NOW will you enlist?™
“No! It's against my God and
“To bell with your God and
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around. When
lo k around,

By ARTUR
l HEAR f{rightful shrieks of joy =
agony amidst the crashing fugues

people whisper :ind
for it bodes :'! to

beware,

of thundering guns. History is lying § «hose who speak very loud and loox
again on her childbed and again th~ Jdcwn. An air of madness blows f

whole world attends her tiemendous 4th~ East; kings feel suddenly sober
accouchement For the toird tim@®fcc mmoners get suddenly ntoxicated
since the resurrection ot emos she lol" d stops vawning and looks inter
going to bring forth the Imp NT ™ ed. . Spring is everyvwhere and

the Gigantesque, the Ternble gywhere is the other vouth of the

rld—the Revolution

It is coming, it is coming. Who is
o0 blind in the
that cannot see it advanc ing, herce and
ing and with the
torch and with tle axe?
one s0 deal to the mighty detonations
of this immense apicalypse who can-

not hear the same song wafted across

seventy vears, every life of man,
harrows the earth and winnows man
kind 1776-1848-1917 Mark  thes# s
dates,—the gods have selected them
of ki
vas the Ads
the.

It is to

eves and 1in the soul

winners in the great handicap irresistible,
and peoples.” The first
vent; the second the (ru

Is there any
thxion ;
third will be the Resurrect
ke. The avguries are rea
propitious ;

the omens |
all here, the Hthe trenches by the cannen sm ke, by
same as then: war and famine and in- Ithe deadly gas, by the breath of fire?
sanity and dread of the 1 Is mankind to be urterly desiroyed and
[ smell something burning in these no living seed ot thought and love is to
perfidious spring winds and it is not

the signs are

morrow,

germinate in its ruins and debris? Are
only the dead grass of last year. Be- Yideals, held more sacred than life, to be
ware of the Ides of March; eschew the dragged like carrion a -oss the red
breaking thaws and the prickly suns of = ooze; and the souls of one thousand
Aprils if you are not the one who i4 million men to be polluted, violated,
going to plow and to sow. But if youn raped with steel-gauntleted hands,
are, rejoice, for you shall reap a rich bought and sold like chattels and
harvest of proud heads when the reqd wares, without any one raising a voice
Julies come again with the scythe, that voice being heard?

I smell again the !nnhllght of the is not Life at
Tribunal Revolutionaire,

or without
And if not men,
fummg, sizy going to protest against Death?

zling, ‘splurting late at night, first She is. Already the program of that
daughter of the smell the protest, athunder with anger, has been
smudgy pitch rainbowing down the at- deard. A greater one will soon take
tics of papal Rome; the Devil, blond lace. And what form do vou think
and red-shirted fighting the holy fatheg.Jit will take, O lords, O masters, O
in the holier rame of freedom. I smell | rulers? Will they supplicate to kings
charcoal any saltpeter in the mouns ) and potentates? Will they petition
tains of Silesia; the dog-catery of the § parliaments? Will they pray to gods?
Black Forest mixing a new incence for § Fools, fools! For three years you have
the thuribles of Liberty. I smell some- | taught people to talk and demand
thing mm‘y and rich and warm, some- | things through the muzzle of the gun.
thing gwi semt comme Iamowr, and it} Fools! You have changed the' jargon
1s no longer the blood of plebeians. 1§ of the tribune into the explosion of the

least

sun, |

qudd.lmm u-uh.unmyncm.::b-*-
feet long. A Into-M'E

they found serviceable and perfect?
Fools, fools! Thev are gomng to ',\r.-p
on, yea, but they are going to turn

about and look behind their shoulders
for the target.

All around
crumbling and new orders are arnsing,
New forces are
New

New tools of de-

you old

systems are
But vou don't see

bursting into being weapons
New understandings

But vou don't see. Hecause

struction
vou have a few jails you think vou are
safe. Y«
where the

yu1 have forgotten that children
romp Bastille stood and
that the Czar babbles his rosary in the

tower of Peter and 'aul. Hecause vou

till have lumber for a few scaffolds
vou think your tranqu L:?. 1s assured
Idiots! Not all the \)VIH s of hell are

enough to spin nooses for the numbe
less traitors and rebels vou'd have to

hang. DBecause vou are forcing every

man to drop the hammer and shoulder
the gun, you feel amply protecied and
safeguarded tools! But what

about lh!ﬂg"" that calls hke a we ATY
silent homes of

bible off

beggar at the cold and

those men, and throws the

1A

the table, and jerks up women and old
men from their knees and whispers
wrath and disobedience in their ears?

Know you not the emnipotent magic
of this wondrous alchemist, who, when
potatoes rise to fifteen cents a poand
can transubstantiate every ounce of
them into a ton of balestite? Have
you not learned from the past the ter-

them? Cau
They can be turned arousd. They were
going to be turned around ia Dark
Russia, had it been necessary. And,
Gentlemen, these rotatory motio.s are
charactenistic of all sorts of cannon,

regardlzss of geographical positions

and chimatic influences. You had bet
ter think aad beware!
Ne ‘her is Russia

secthing rebellion

alone .\'p:nn 18

They have

general

with

suppressed another strike

there. Every vear they suppress one,

every twelve-month they have a new

one to suppress. Some day there will
be no one 10 suppress sirikes and nine-
teen millions to suppress a king. In
Sweden starved men with crazy glares
in their eyes hailed to the Republic
under the towers of their monarch. In
the war that was dammed at
the borders is going to burst within,
redder and madder and more glorious.
In Ireland priests preach the resur-
rection and youths and maidens culti-
vate red flowers of passion over the
graves of men that were hanged and
shot” In Italy, in Germany, in Austria,
in France, throughout the world May
Day is returning acclaimed and
praised, the Red Easter of martyred
humankind. Beware!

And in America’
dred sleek and fat men in frocks and
top hats have declared that universs|
butchery is the supreme avocation of
the manhood of the land, think you
that they who plowed and built will
turn back from their meck and joyful
tasks and whet cutlasse for the throats
of their brothers at your bLid? Think
you that America can really become
Russia now that Russia has become
America? And is it possible to go back
when bread and peace and love and
the dawn lie forward on the highroad
of progress? Never. Someone will
say “No!” Someope will shout,
“Enough!” In a few'days. Perhaps
to-morrow. Perhaps even to-day.
T¥en they will be thousand. Then
they will become millions. Then they
will be the whole population of the
earth. . It will be the hurricane. The

The avalanche. The Resur-
rection, The Second Advent of Man.
" The Palingenesis. The Revolution!

Lreece

Because two hun

The Seizure of
Trotzky

By CHARLES LOUIS

HE physical power of Czarism was

dethroned in Russia, but its spirit
seems to have survived and reigns su-
preme in the British government.

the Russian revolution-
ary exile, leit New York City recently
with a party of eight to return to Russia.
The provisional government at Petro-
grad was compelled, by the Socialists, to
i1ssue a general amnesty, and ask all exiles
to returnm\ to their country. Trotzky
But at Halifax the
military minions of the British govern-
ment seized Trotzky and his party, de-
prived them of their pcssessions, and im-
prisoned them in a detention camp at
Amherst

Leon Trotzky,

answered the call

The action and worse
than that, it is stupid. Here is a2 man re-
turning to the country of his birth upon
the explicit general request of that
country’s government ; his passport wae
vised by the Russian Consul in this city;
and then an ally of that country, fight-
ing for “civilization and democracy,” re-
fuses to al'ow the man to proceed on
his journey, and adds insult to injury by
imprisoning him and separating him from
his wife and children.

1S outrageous,

be

may upon it that
Russia will act, unless the British govern-
ment succeeds in suppressing news of the
outrage—in which practice, by the way,
it is peculiarly adept.

Why does Great Britain fear Trotzky
and his party of revolutionary Socialists ?
The answer is simple. The revolutionary
forces of Russia are clarifying their aims
and organizing their power. They are
a majority. The provisional government
is pro-war, the Working Class is agains
the war. The pacific tendency of Russian
labor has already compelled the provi-
sional government to declare officially
against conquest and annexation—only a
few days after Miluykov had made a de-
mand for Constantinople and other im-
perialistic objectives! It is the fear of
these revolutionary forces that induces
the provisional government to hold off
the elections for a Constituent Assembly,
in which the majority might very possibly
be revolutionary.

Great Britain fears these forces and
their action against the war and conﬁuest.
Trotzky is a thorough and uncompromis-
ing revolutionist, and he must therefore
be kept out of Russia!

The hope of Russia lies precisely in the
programme of men of the character of
[rotzky. Their programme declares for
a real revolution and a Social Republic.
And unless it succeeds, we shall see a
repetition of Germany's experience—the
compromise of Capitalism with autocracy
against the Wirking Class and for war
and conquest.

Protest and act! Release Trotzky for
the revolution in Russia !

The Janus of Capital
IMPrstaL.s needs words as much
as it needs soldiers, money and muni-
tions. Without words to conceal their

real purposes, to deweive the work—
ers alcut their real interests, no modern
war would be possible. The silent Beth-
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break of war inevitable. For

The Class Struggle
During War

Kautsky loves to quote from C
“the continuation of politics
means.” And the imperialist g

:
] .

By ROSA LUXEMBURG

(Before she could finish this article, Rosa
Luxemburg was sent to prison to serve a
sentence for anti-militarist agitation. It ap-
peared in The International, a magazine started
by Franz Mehring and Rosa Luxemburg, and

suppressed by the censor upon the appearance
of the first issue.)

HE German Swocial Democracy

handed in its political resignation on
August 4, 1914, On the same day the
Socialist International collapsed. All at-
tempts to deny this fact or to conceal
it merely serve to perpetuate the condi-
tions which brought it about.

This collapse is without a parallel in
history. Socialism or Imperialism—this
is the alternative which summed up the
political life of the various labor parties
of the world during the past decade. In
Germany especially it has formed the
basis of countless programs, discussions
and publications. One of the chief pur-
poses of the Social Democracy has been
the correct formulation of thought and
sentiment with regard to this alternative.
, With the outbreak of the war the word
became 'flesh; the alternative changed
from a historical tendency to a political
situation. Face to face with this al-
ternative as a fact the Social Democracy,
which had been the first to recognize it
and bring it to the consciousness of the
working class, struck its sails and with-
out a struggle conceded the victory to
Imperialism. Never before, since there
have been a class struggle and political
parties, has there existed a party which,
after fifty years of uninterrupted growth,
after the attainment of a pre-eminent po-
sition of power, has thus by its own act
within twenty-four hours wiped itself off
the map.

The apologists for this act, Kautsky
among them, maintain that the whole
duty of Socialists in time of war is to
remain silent. Socialism, they say in ef-
fect, is a power for peace, not against
war. But there is a logic ot gvents none
can elude. The moment Socialists ceased
 Sppose wer they became, by the stern

iy e

Socialist agitation in order to help mini-
miize the horrors of war, and the Socialist
party leaders who spend their time in the
press ond on the platform securing sup-
port for the government and suppressing
every effort at criticism—all of these are
not merely maintaining silence. They
are supporting the war as heartily as any
Conservative or Centrist. When and
where was there ever a war which could
exhibit a similar spectacle?

Where and when was the disregard of
all constitutional rights accepted with
such submissiveness? Where was there
ever such glorification by an opposition
party of the strictest censorship of the
press? Never before did a political party
sacrifice its all to 4 cause against which
it had sworn again and again to sacrifice
its last dfop of blood. The mighty or-
ganization of the Social Democracy, its

obedient and effective servants of the im-
perialist state. Marx, Las-
*MN“S&.«

—
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building of armaments, has made
lusory, for it has placed us A
under military dictatorship an “‘
thereby made war permanent, #
Therefore our revised economic [
pretation of history leads to a d
Our new revisionists are be
devil and the sea. Either the
gle persists in war as the chief 1if§
dition of the proletariat and the ¢
ration of class harmony by Soci
ers is a crime against the woh,
or carrying on the class struggl
of peace is a crime against the
of the nation” and the “

capitalist rule, through competi r

guided by entirely new principles. After
war has actually begun the great question
for each proletariat is: Victory or de-
feat? Or, as an “Austro-Marxist” ex-
plains, a nation, like any other organism,
must preserve its existence. In plain
language this means : The proletariat has
not one fundamental principle as s¢ien-
tific Socialism heretofore maintained, byt
two, one for peace and another for war.
In time of peace, we are to suppose, the
workers are to take cognizance of the
class struggle within the nation and of
international solidarity in relation to
other countries; in time of war, on the
other hand, class solidarity becomes the
dominant feature of internal affairs and
the struggle against the workers of other
countries dominates the proletarian view
of foreign relations. To the great his-
toric appeal of the Communist Manifesto
is added an important amendment and it
reads now, according to this revision:
“Workers of all lands unite in peace and
cut one another’s throats in war!”
To-day, “Down with the Russians and
French!” to-morrow, “We are brothers
all!”

This. convenient theory introduces an
entirely novel revision of the economic
interpretation of history. Proletarian
tactics before the outbreak of war and
after must be based on exactly opposite
principles. This presupposes that social
conditions, the bases of our tactics, are
fundamentally different in war from
what they are in peace. According to
the economic interpretation of history as
Marx etsablished it, all history is the his-
tory of class struggles. According to
the new revision, we must add: except
in times of war. Now human devel
opment has been periodically marked by
wars. Therefore, according to this new
theory, social development has gone on
according to the following formula; a
period of class struggles, marked by class
solidarity and conflicts within the na-
tions ; then a period of national solidanty
v e g e
B Al o8 oon v w

i
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The Internation
Movement

-
3

In spite of the suppression and d :
tion of news and an abundance of
ors that contradict each other, it
that in Russia the revolution is
but relentlessly getting the upp
Agrarian revolts are spreading,
some sections the peasanty is
dividing the land and taking po
The Council of Workmen's and $
Delegates is virtually giving t
d'ordre to the Provisional Go
and this revolutionary pressure b
pelled the government officially
clare against conquest and anne:
It is a heartening thing—this deper
of the Russian workers upon thei
action. They are waging the class
gle energetically, relying upon their)
power and not upon prospective
mentary decisions. The Con
Assembly that is soon to conve
register the decision now being
the struggle. And it is precisely
revolutionary activity that the
Russia lies.

g
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Tue great majority of the

Party not only supports the Gov edd
i
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At the Zimmerwald Conferene
deron and Merrheim were the
delegates. They denogynced the *
sacre,” or civil truce, without, ho ;
breaking completely with the social pa~
triots.

v

moment Of the signing of a treaty
of peace, they are restored. This is not,
evidently, progress by means of succes-
sive “catastrophes” ; it is rather progress
by means of a series of somersaults. So-
ciety develops, we a1 to suppose, like
an iceberg floating down & warm current ;
its lower portion is melted away, it turns
over, and continues this process indefin-
itely.

No all the known facts of human his-
tory straight counter to this new
theor§. They show that there is a neces-
sary and dialectic relation between the
class struggle and war. | The class strug-
gle develops into war war develops
into the class struggle , And thus their es-
sential unity is proved. It was sc in the
medieval cities, in the wars of the Re--
formation, in the Flemish wars of libera-
tion, in the French Revolution, in the
American Rebellion, in the Paris Com-
mune, and in the Russian uprising in
1905. [And now in 1917, in Russia,
again.)

Moreover, theoretically this new idea
leaves not one stone of the Marxian doc-
trine on another. If, as Marx supposes,
neither war nor the class struggle falls
from heaven, but both arise from deep
social-economic causes, then they cannot
disappear periodically unless their causes
also go up in vapor, Now the proletarian
class struggle is a necessary aspect of the

represented by Blanc, Raffin Dupres
Brizon. They were the first to
against the war credits, although
motives were not based on the pri
of an uncompromising fight against
imperialistic government under all
cumstances.

As a matter of fact, this Zi
walder and Kienthal group,
writing sharp articles against the
of the centre group, Longuet and Presse-

a resolution at the last Christmas Con~
gress in favor of an International Con-
ference through the old International
Bureau and to modify the policy of the
civil peace, but not to give up their
support in defense of the country.

Only a hundred votes were cast in
fayor of the resolution of Loriot and
Brizon, and even thig resolution bases its
action against defense upon the fact that
the French Government cannot claim to
ﬁ(htldefensivemr,ulquitbu

not offer definite peace mh and ar-
bitration.

Tue Yousg People's International of
M(Na?)hkumw
and firm stand throughout its columns
against defensive wars. An open letter

i ished to protest agai !
:v:y“ of mwzm«m
i concerning

differences time of war. And like- mim&md-ﬂmof
wise the class rule of the bourgeoisie is oung People’s Organization in
not suspended ; on the contrary, with the Sweden. The letter directs itself par-
suspension of constitutional rights it be-

i

-
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& Trust district of Montana where a com

K
SR Bble to supply less than ten per cent

-
but takes an active part in its ¢ .

'
i

1Y. P. S. L. members should conscript

In Kienthal, tfe French opposition was y

mane, combined with them in supporting

RNATIONAL

therland.” Either class struggle or
harmony is the fundamental factor
r social lifeboth in peace and war.

her the International must remain a
P of ruins after the war or its resur-
n will take place on the basis of the
struggle from which & took its rise
first place. It will not reappear by
fic at the playing over of the old tunes
hypnotized the world before Aug-
4. Only by definitely recognizing and
ing our own weaknesses and fail-
since August 4, by giving up the tac-
introduced since that time, can we
gin the rebuilding of the International.
ad the first step in this direction is agi-
on for the ending of the war and the
ring of peace on the Lasis of the com-
interests of the international prole-

t. {

;
TWENTY thousand Englishmen have

made their protest against compul-
sory military service in the past half year,
by claiming exemption based on consci-
entious objections. The majority of them
accepted “alternative service,” many were
finally exempted for some other reason,
and about five thousand thrown into jail.

The majority of the conscientious ob-
jectors are workers and a great number
of them are Socialists. The anti-con-
scription propaganda has been carried on
with such vigor and conviction, that the
general temper gradually has improved.
The brutal outrages against the objectors
has caused so much protest, as to stop
u some of the most ferocious manifesta-

Lions,

In the ecarlier period fifty objectors
were forcibly transported to the war zone
in France and after again refusing mili-
tary orders were court martialed and
condemned to death. Strong protests in
England, however, changed these sen-
tences into ten years' penal servitude.
Others were beaten and tortured by mili-
tary authorities in so-called “special
rooms,” and denied trial. Gradually,
however, there developed a more syste-
matic treatment, combined of course with
special offenses and ill-treatment, differ-
ing. according to local authorities and
local conditions. The system works out
as follows:

The C. O. (conscientious objector) is
turned over to the military authorities
and with few exceptions is court mar-
tialed and sentenced to imprisonment,
generally for 112 days in a civil prison.
During this period the Central Tribunal
decides whether the objector is “genu-
ine,” and if found so, he is offered “al-
ternative service” of “rational impor-
tance” under the so-called “Home Office”
scheme. If he refuses to accept this, he
is sentenced to a longer term in prison,
and so on

Gilbert Canaan, who claimed to have
been for many years a conscieniious ob-
jectur to the whole state of modern so-
ciety and therefore was a conscientious

‘.‘ out

-\-On the Firing Line
* Againét Capitalism

Tuexe is a strike of 500 workers in
e railroad shops at Hagerstown, Md.
uls is what the New York Evening Sun
ys, editorially: “Any serious attempt
»gripple or paralyze the industry of the
untry in_the interest of some minor
Mp or groups of its workers will
Mise general resentment and damage
& reputation of wunion labor.” We
¥aould worry about nur reputation !

A sTrikE is developing in the Lumber

plete tic-up is expected. Indians from
Minnesota refused to scab, Organizers
om the I. W. W. have enthusiastic

3
h.l bakers in Chicago, out on strike,
. ® eom;xlfmg the mayor to seriously
jer federal intervention. The bosses

mormal demand, according to news
s The union bakers,
Mg for more wages and better con-
d assert they will stay out until
ds are granted.

*
-

who are

column of the Y. P. S. L.
Call we read: “The task

: 4

accepted on a that he objec

as a Socialist to whom Seocialism is a re-
ligion, based upon a belief in Interna-
tional Brotherhood. One of the judges
called this “political,” but the majority
agreed that: “Though the objections are
rather based upon moral than upon re-
ligious grounds, they are acceptable as
conscientious objections,” which, how-
ever, did not keep our comrade out of
jail, because he refused ta do “alternative
service.”

Lately the proceedings have been sys-

- is
and it is left to the
Yipsels ptalize that sentiment in
ss groups pledged to oppose con-
bription when it comes. Already news
from many quarters reportsthe organiza-
tion of Anti-Conscription Leagues. The

the young people of their own city, vil-
lage or town in such leagues.”

In its headquarter notes Solidarity
says: “All class-conscious members of
the I. W. W. are conscientiously opposed tematized by decisions of the “Central
#o spilling the life blood of huggan beings, Tribunal,” as follows:

Wot for religious reasons, as are the 1. Absolute exemptich is ruled out
ers and Friendly Societies, but be- cirtirely, although this is clearly against
we believe that the interests and the spjrit of the law.

welfare of the working class in all coun-
tries are identical. While we are bitterly

opposed to the Imperial Capftanstic Gov-
ernment of Germany, we are against

slaughtering and maiming the workers of
any country. In many lands our mem-
bers are suffering imprisonment, death
and abuse of all kinds in the class war,
which we are waging for social and in-
dustrial justice.”

2. It is denied that men who are op-
posed to this particular war, or who are
prepared to take human life under certain
circumstances, are C. O.'s'at all.

3. It is declared that to young peaple
exemption should be refused, because
their views cannot be regarded as “de-
“liberate and settled.” Membership in a
Socialist organization is in itself consid-
ered no evidence of a conscientious ob-
jection to military service.

Braxcu Brooxryn of the S. P. L. A, Al St 28 .
adopted a resolution to answer questions _ 8 S thoug' h
50 and 51 of the military census form Dnding for the local judges, the No-Con-
in Mew York State as follows: scription Fellowship carries an intensive

propaganda. It certainly requires au-

Question 50: “Do you claim exemption dacity to demand that young people shall
from military service?” to be answered kill and be killed, and at the same time
with “Yes.” deny them judgment because of being

This resolution was a r t too young!

Pciruhec-r: Joum Jﬁ&"‘s’l‘;‘;u:. The cief stgument presented by the
Party of Local King's County and car- Socnluu is their International concep-
ried by an overwhelming vote. It will ‘'ion of a general brotherhood. Clifford
be sent to all the branches of the So- ‘Mlen argued: “I am a Socialist and so

cialist Party of New York State, and "0l in all sincerity that the life and per-
members should become active in or- *0Mality of every man is sacred, and that
o opivs gl 4 of divinity in every

ganizing the “Conscientious Objectors.”

Ler our flag run out straight to the wind !
The old red shall be floated again
When the ranks that are thin shall be
thinn'd,
When the names that were twenaty are
ten, —Srwinburne.

fervor and idealism of

wE
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Conscientious Objectors
| in England

s B 'f

worst oppressors, and now tHat Belgium
is invaded I am about to be compelled to
defend her. . . ., Even Germans or
any aliens who are white men are pre-
ferred to us. I have been buffeted from
one labor exchange to another. . . .
In view of these circumstances, and also
the fact that I have a moral objection to
all wars, I would sacrifice my rights
rather than fight.”

There is no doubt that extensive argu-
ing before the different courts and the
courage of conviction shown by a great
number of Socialists will bear results,
if not at once, then in the near future,

ESIDES of the Socialist parties and

the Industrial Workers of the
World, a campaign against militarism
and conscription is being carried on by
several other orgamizations, among which
the American Union Against Militarism
and the Emergency Peace Federation are
well known.

A special organization for the purpose
of resisting conscription is the No Con-
scription Fellowship, with a platform as
follows: “We believe that all men are
brothers, that liberty of conscience is a
fundamental purpose of true democracy,
and that the highest service to our coun-

!r%:d our fellowmen calls us to uphold

thege ideals; therefor: we are opposed
to war and must resist any compulsory
servick in actual war.” :
The No Conscription Alliance is a
similgr organization, with the following -
pledge: “We are unalterably opposed to
war and we affirm the duty of the indi-
vidual to follow the dictates of his own
conscience; therefore we can't #ecept
any military or other compulsory service,
which is in conflict with these ideals.”
These organizations do not carry on
an actual propaganda, but enroll and sup-
port perspns who are willing to sign the
pledge. :

’

®

.
have signed this pledge. \ 1

Ix the Bronx, New York, an Anti
Military Training Parents’ Association
has been formed, with headquarters at
1167 Boston Road. .

In addition to these organizations there
are a large number of local groups
pledge | to refuse military service in any
formn, '

Revolution !

(Continued from page 1
and that it will never be because rea-
son is against it. You are wrong,
Gentlemen. Utopia is the most terrible
reality on earth. It has destroyed em-
pires and executed kings

crystal-gazing of a dreamer or a philo-
sopher; but it is more potent than an

offered it on an altar of

and flooded the world with

of molten lava, Let it stay dead now,
Gentlemen, for the Dream is really go-
ing to come true. The dream of Lib-
erty, , Fraternity, the F.
mmmumuui’
mdﬁwhﬁwﬂd
its mad and merry saraband.
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jingles of the fool.
the end the shrill cachin-
the maniac. Let us enthrone
Let us enshrine Folly,
mother of the New, the
& Revoeion!”
Vive e
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May Day, 1917

May symbolizes the awakening of na-
ture, and May Day symbolizes the awak-
ening of Labor. A year ago, two years
ago, one couldn't celebrate May Day with
any feeling of enthusiasm. Labor
seemed dead; everywhere reaction was
triumphant. But this year, there is a real
awakening of Labor. In Russia there
has been a revolution, and it still is in
process of achieving great things. In
Germany the Working Class is asserting
itself. Great-etrikes and demonstrations
were planned for the First of May, in
spite of Vorwarts’ hysterical injunction to
the contrary. The revolutionary minor-
ity backed up the plans for the strike, and
thereby inspired and united the forces of
aggression against the government. Aus-
tria itself is on the verge of revolution,
and our uncompromising comrades in
France are waiting for an opportunity to
act. The revolts against the government
 Spain have been only temporarily su

Swedish workers demonstrated

~ Atal -'..-‘

v i

: an uncompromising Opposi-
to the war, and is in a physical and
position of great strategic power.
Argentina the Socialist party in its
= on voted down a proposal to
L with the ruling class in favor
of action that might lead to war. In
this country, in spite of the triumph of
the reaction and the apparent moral and
physical bankruptcy of the party, in spite
of Gompers and the A. F. of L., strikes
are being organizéd and the radical
forces lining up for the fight. Truly, the
promise of May Day this year is indeed

a promise! And the mean-
ing of May is clear!
A New Trial for Mooney

'Tvo d New York's w com-

usual thing. Outrages against represen-
tatives of labor are suppressdil as much
as * Mooney is to have a new
trial; the comspiracy has been exposed.
But is not past. The business

San Francisco are determined

arrested on a preposterous charge of
“disorderly conduct,” given six months
in jail; and, a new trial having been or-
dered, Jager is denied bail as a form of
persecution. These are the victims of
that “other war,” whom we must defend.
And this is the war that we must pledge
our hearts and minds to wage in spite of
all.

Expel Meyer London!

Mgz. Mever Loxpox is still a member
of the Socialist party. He is still actively
disgracing Socialism—and the patty
takes no action. In a speech in Congress
justifying his recent action, he said: “I
did not vote against the bond issue for
the simple reason my sympathies are in
the main with the cause of the Allies,
and I believe that we should render them
every form of non-combatant aid.” This
was preceded by: “I voted against the
war resolution. I would vote against it
to-day.” A simple reason, indeed!
Doesn’t Meyer London know that of the
seven billion dollars, the maxXimum that
may be loaned the Allies is three billions ?
This leaves four billion dollars to wage a
war with, and to pay for developing a
menacing American militarism. This is
the importapt thing for Capitalism; the
aid to the Allies is incidental. This is
what Meyef London cowardly or stupidly
didn't vote agdinst. And yet—Meyer
London is still a member of the Socialist
party!

Aid and Comfort to the Enemy!

Tue mind reels at the act.ons of some
of our Socialists. A. M. Simons stig
matizes as “treason” the Convention's
resolution on the way, and Allan L
Benson joins in the chorus. William
English Walling has whole-heartedly
accepted the hypocritical idealism of the
ruling class. Charles Edward Russell
brands as “anarchists” the Socialist ob
jectors to the war. Frank Bohn—of all
men !—in the New York 7imes scs
a plafn for virtually starving th;:lﬁmf
pean neutrals. Russian - Socjalists in
this country, the social-patriotic group.
are urging on the cabal agdinst the real
revolutionary forces in Russia. Meyer
London in Congress misses a magnifi-
cent opportunity, and disgraces himself
and his party. All these men are giving
aid and comfort to the capitalist enemy.
It is the symptom of a corroding dis-

he, party— Nationalism. ;

g
The Convention Referendum

Tae acts of the Emergency Conven-
tion are now before the membership for
decision. It is a situation in which the
radical can find very little comfort.
Louis B. Boudin having withdrawn his
minority ceport, there are now two reso-
lutions on the war-—the majority report
adopted at the Convention, and the pro-
war report subsequently issued by a
group of delegates. The issue is clear:

resolution doks declare
form of

geois course of action. Adopt the ma-
jority report! And then—compel the

party to i carry out its gen-
eral 1—On the actiop to abolish
the National Committee the vote should

No. In spite of its faults, the N. C.
was a preventive against the autocracy

bureaucracy. Obviously,
the repeal of Article Two, Section Six,
should be sustained. The proposed new
platform was jammed through in the last
aol the Convention, and without de-

is
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: press,

To allow these measures to
o exist, is 10 put
p:mI pull-

relentlessly.
pass, these conditions t !
our neck into the noose with (3
ing the rope. '
Captialism uses the war 10 promote its
own class interests. And what 13 sauce
for the goose is sauce for the g:nl!«jr-
The danger is immediate, and it is ;
timate. These measures of reaction a0
oppression are not for to-day alore; they
are being prepared for to-morrow. Capi-
talism looks ahead and is organizing for
the future. The conditions of war are
a direct consequence of the conditions of
ace. War does not alter the struggles
5!’““. but emphasizes them.
In times of war the proletariat
pares for peace. Every strike, every
struggle, every act of the proletariat now

pre-

arouses its strength for the days ahead,
develops its moral and physical prepared-
ness. We have a particular me to
fight ; but all our actions have an uinmate
as well as an immediate scope. (ur ac
tion to-day prepares the proletariat for
the coming struggles to overthrow Laj
talism.

The suspension of the class sini gple
during war is a great calamity for the
proletariat, yielding aid and comfort unto
our capitalist enemy. It sacrifices our
immediate and ultimate intere:! It
means lower wages and worse conditions
of living ; moreaver, it makes difficult the
resumption of an aggressive class strug-

gle during peace. It impairs the morale
of the proletariat and dulls its fighting
spirit. It is the worst menace of war

On with the struggle against Capital-
ism!

The Great Betrayal

T is unique in the annals of rovolution-
ary movements—the betrayal of So-
cialism by the Socialist party of America.
It is a harsh characterization, perhaps,
but true; and these are not the times for
mincing words.
- The! party had ample opportunity to
£ itself and prepare its action. For
wo Jgirs this country had been on the
vetge of war ; for two years the greatest
pro-war propaganda that history records
had been going on; for two years the
forces of American Imperialism had been
organizing and preparing for aggression;
and for two years the Socialist party had

- £ - :

N
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virtually abandoned the cla
struggle. Its peace propagenda was
largely insincere and bourgeois in spirit.
Its press suppressed the facts of the real
Socialist situation in Europe. The party
leaders either openly or tacitly justified
the actions of the European Socialist ma-
jority, particularly the Socialist majority
of Germany. During this period, Victor
L. Berger carried on a propaganda in the
Milwaukee Leader for war against Mex-
ico, and Meyer London in Congress
pledged the party’s support to “the coun-
try” in the event of war. And the party
on the whole supinely accepted this be-
trayal. The radical spirit of the member-
ship was unable to express itself, because
of the officials’ control of the press and
machinery of the party.

After the severing of diplomatic re-
lations with Germany, the party had an
opportunity to act. It did not. True, the
party carried on a propaganda against
the declaration of war; but it was largely
on non-Socialist lines and in co-operation
with bourgeois pacifist groups. The party
officially did not organize a program of
action in the event of war; when such a

(This is

:

NTERNATIONAL
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cedubel and treasonable pro-
.Mr merit the” majority resolu-
tion Wy have is vitiated by the con-

adopked, and by the acgion of the fif
delegMes who first voted e it ant e
"m'. ™ it and then

is the great betrayal. These are
qu‘nderwhichmi.aiu
.“u Socuhu integrity was perpe-

party is doomed by these acts, un-
revolutionary minority acts and
diately. If the minority does
1ze itself &ﬁniltly and aggres+

will become a parts g
at t betrayal, pat

%ﬂd« of the revolutionary min-
ont¥§ organize and act!

'!SAfdydDeuwcrxy

™ world must be made safe for de-
mark Y. —President Woodrow Wilson.

31

THE process of war may promote de-
Woeracy directly, providing that the
wr Wsel* arose owt of democratic im-
Pt
l%e great war is the consequence of
th clash of rival economic interests as
engessed in nations, Serbia and Belgium
bewg incidental and unimportant factors.
Twidealism of “the war for democracy
ad the rights of small nations” is simply
tl moral justification for a brutal eco-
nmic fact, and the means of inciting
pple to war. \
‘n the past, wars of national liberation
asing out of democratic impulses pro-
med the interests of democracy. But
¢ era of national wars is past. The
w of 1870 apparently promoted de-
xracy in France; actually it did not.
¢ decrepit empire of Louis Napoleon
@ dying of its own evils; while the
of Prussia crushed the bourgeois
&al aspirations of the German ;
wticularly in the Rhenish provinces.
the Russian Revolution was accom-
y the revolts of 1905, and not

atorship ‘might serve the ends of
ss and democracy, as during the
of the French Revolution; but i
it be o dictatgrship of the progressive
revolutionary forces. A dictatorship
Working Class in Russia to-day
d serve the ends of progress. And
d be a temporary dictatorship.

it the dictatorship created by this

a dictatorship of all the reactionary
s as expressed in the ruling class,
that strikes directly at democracy;

lone for purpose of war, but as a

dent and a weapon for the future.

this dictatorship of the ruling class
¢ in its character.

American measures of war are
ng directly at the freedom of action
Working Class and at individual
ly—is this making the world safe for

?

President is acquiring virtually all
of government, becoming a
is this making the world safe
?

n is to compel our youth
in, and the Working Class to
ce for, a war they did not will and
profit by—is this making the
safe for democracy?
apologists of Capitalism argue that
reactionary measures are tempo-
t after the war democracy will
and the civil rights of peace re-
This is a justification that does
ify. The war is creating the con-
out of which new wars may arise.
cite the testimony
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lands. Every nation’s accumulations of
capital will seek those same lands. The
predominance which we seek, and must
have, on this hemisphere may disrupt
any temporary military alliance that

form. In'the same way Great Britain

of difference over China. Interests clash!

‘" . We must be armed and strong

for the future.”

Are these the conditions that can make

the world safe for democracy? They
are an incitement to perpetual war, And
the identical measures of autocracy that
are now necessary for this war, will be
deemed necessary as a preparation for
the mest war,
. There is no hope in Capitalism for de-
mocracy. And the democracy of Capital-
ism is itself a sorry and tattered thing. It
means the minimum of democracy that
may pacify the Working Class tempo-
rarily, and that will provide the fitting
conditions for the development of the
forces of Capitalism.,

Bourgeois democracy marked an up-
ward and onward era in human annals.
Its historic mission was to destroy feud-
alism and to allow Capitalism to develop.
Being now grown up, Capitalism has lit-
tle need of its past democracy, and has
becis and is still developing a form of
autocracy much resembling the absolute
m<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>