“I GO TO HARLAN"”—By Theodore Dreiser
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1.—Japanese workers protesting against war plans of their
bosses designed to send them to death in Manchuria
against Chinese workers. These Japanese workers also
call for the defense of the Soviet Union which they know
is the object of attack of Japan and her imperialist allies,
the U. S. A., France, etc.

2.—Executing a Chinese worker near Hankow, because be
was against the Kuwomintang, the Chinese rulers who are
tools of Wall Strtet.

3.—This breadline in the world’s richest city, New York,
may soon be in khaki rushed to the war front to protect
Morgan’s millions. Fight the war which Wall Street is
pulling you in. All war funds to the jobless.

4.—Women in Poland forced to train with gas masks in
preparation to Poland’s attack on the U.S'S.R. when-
ever France , whose gold controls that country, calls for
war.

5.—Theodore Dreiser, chairman of the National Commit-
tee for Political Prisoners, who has been indicted, with the
rest of the committee, for ““criminal syndicalism® because
be told the truth about the mine-owners of Harlan, Ky.
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By THEODORE DREISER

Criminal  syndicalism—the “gag” law of
American capitalism—has now reached out be-
yond the working-class. It is snatching at in-
tellectuals who have the courage to open their
mouth to expose conditions. The delegation
representing the National Committee for Poli-
tical Prisoners has been indicted in Kentucky
for investigating and telling the truth about
Harlan.

I WENT to Kentucky to find out the
truth about Harlan conditions and I
found it. The truth is that men and
women are living there under conditions
of poverty worse I believe than in any
spot outside of India or China. And
when they try for a better condition of
life by joining a labor union, the county
turns gun thugs, machine guns and the
whole force of the courts against them.
They arrest a man in Harlan County for
reading the Daily Worker. That’s a
crime in Kentucky!

Our committee went to Harlan to dig
out the truth. The newspaper men
couldn’t get it. They were shot when
they got into the county. Even those
who brought anything out with one or
two exceptions didn’t print the whole
truth. They couldn’t. Their bosses be-
long to the same crowd that runs the
coal mines.  So we went in. We held
open meetings in Harlan town, and took
sworn testimony. Everyone was invited.
We took the testimony of Jeff Baldwin
who told how he saw Lee Fleener, a dep-
uty sheriff shoot and kill Julius Baldwin
his brother, and Joe Moore. We asked
him why. The answer was that both men
were members of the National Miners’
Union and were helping at the soup
kitchen for the feeding of women and

children. We then went to Sheriff Blair

who employs these deputy gun thugs. He
admitted to me that Lee Fleener—the man
who killed those two miners—was still a
deputy sheriff in his employ. Fleener had
claimed self-defense and was out on
$5,000 bail. We then went to District
Attorney Brock, who admitted that the
grand jury had heard the case of Fleener
and released him when Jeff Baldwin who
had seen the killing was away burying his
brother. No attempt has been made to
call him as a witness. Brock insisted the
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The miners of Harlan County defy the gangsters and hang
this banner welcoming their friends, the 1. L. D., N. M. U.
and the Dreiser Committee.

Fleener case was being held over till the
next session of court. I shall watch that
with interest.

This was just one case. We heard scores

.

of miners and their wives in sworn testi-
mony tell of raids, beatings, and unheard
of brutality; we heard testimony on the
dynamiting of the miners’ soup kitchen
also of a relief automobile. Then we
went off into the mining camps them-
selves, and witnessed for ourselves the
conditions against which the miners era
protesting.  Their state is deplorable.
Shacks for houses, polluted water, pota-
toes and beans to dine on every night. In
one village I discovered that deaths among
the children from starvation last summer
was four to seven a week.

One of the purposes of the committee
in coming to Harlan was to hold free
speech test meetings. We held two of
them, one at Straight Creek and one at
Weallins Creek. I want to thank the min-
ers in those places for allowing me to be
present at those meetings. I shall never
forget them or the courage and fight in
the faces of those miners and their women.

When I returned to New York with
my committee I myself got a taste of
what “free speech” in Harlan county
really means. All the committee and my-
self were indicted by the Harlan grand
jury for attending those meetings, on the
charge of criminal syndicalism.

So we too are under indictment with
the other victims of Kentucky justice, the
forty for what they call “banding and
confederating,” the forty for “criminal
syndicalism” and the sixteen for “triple
murder charges.”
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Bony faces of the 100% American miners in Harlan County. At a mass meeting. Many of these men are now under murder charges for organizing into the National Miners Union.

The American Standard in the Mines

JOHN DOS PASSOS

¢y F THESE MEN knuckle down to
these conditions and put up with
these yellow dog contracts, in less than a
year they’ll be having to go down on
their knees to the companies for a drink
of water,” was the way on miners’ wife
put it. She’d been telling the Dreiser
committee about how the miners’ families
were living in the company patches, living
on pinto beans and cornmeal, with now
and then a little fat bacon or some boiled
pumpkin; and very little of any of that.
We heard the same story in Pineville, in
Harlan Town, in Straight Creek, in
Evarts; children without clothing to get
through the winter, children unable to
go to school because their parents couldn’t
dress them properly, without shoes, who
hadn’t tasted milk for months; men,
women and children crowded into com-
pany shacks without water or sanitation,
into shacks so cranky and tumbledown
that they make not the slightest pretense
of keeping the weather out./ When we
asked some of the Harlan business men
who sympathize with the Coal Operators’
Association about it, they said: well, yes,
that times were bad, and people must re-
alize that everybody had to put up with
inconveniences and that besides the min-
ers were a dirty shiftless ignorant lot who
wouldn’t know what to do with anything
better if they had it. A far cry that from
“the American standard of living.”
The gist of it is that now virtually no
money is allowed to get past the company
gates. The mineworkers of the United

States are fast sinking into the position
of the Mexican peons in the days of Diaz
To live they have to get their scant wages
in advance in the form of scrip, with scrip
they buy food at the company store at
prices easily 25 per cent higher than at
private or chain stores, the rest of it goes
for rent, carbide, explosives and “cuts,”
so that at the end of the month or two
weeks’ period the miner gets his two weeks
statement neatly balanced or at best gets
fifty cents or a dollar to put in his pocket;
often he finds he owes the company money.
In this Harlan county is a fair exhibit of
the entire bituminous coal industry. In
the Pittsburgh region the housing is not
quite so bad and rich, well organized com-
panies give their serfs sometimes a little
better care and attention, but the work-
ers’ condition is peonage just the same.

Mining is among the hardest and most
dangerous work in industry. One coal
miner in six is hurt every year. Here’s
what Donaldson, a miner who spoke at
the N. M. U. meetin at Wallin’s Creek
had to say about it:

“] want to say that the miners are to-
day worse off than the slaves during slave
time. You go to work in the morning
and you leave your wife and your chil-
dren, but the mines you go into are not
the safe and sanitary mines you used to
go into. You go into the mines to slave
for a dollar or eighty cents a day. You
eat pinto beans and cornbread. Is that
true? (Yes, that’s true.) You go to bed
in a bag of rags but the hellbound Crim-
inal Syndicalist Law forbids you to
speak.”
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The coal mine workers are desperate;
they face a winter of starvation and di-
sease that any man with the imagination
to feel in the least the sufferings of his
fellow men will shudder to think of. The
Coal Operators who have been unable to
organize to put their business on a modern
industrial basis seem to manage pretty well
to get together to fight unions and the liv-
ing standards of the men who dig the coal
out for them. This is going to be a very
bad winter, and I think it’s going to be
this winter that is going to show us how
far the American people is on the side
of the coal operators’ sheriffs and gun-
men and how far it is on the side of the
exploited serfs who are only struggling
for that life, liberty and pursuit of happi-
ness we all read about in our schoolbooks.

In Harlan and Bell Counties everybody
is not by any means on the side of the
Coal Operators’ Association—as is proved
by the vote in Evarts early in November
that elected a towncouncil in favor of the
miners by a vote of something like 200
to 80. Maybe that vote in Evarts is the
last flicker of something that’s dying and
maybe it’s the beginning of a new wave
of solidarity between the industrial work-
ers, the white collar workers, the farmers
and the small storekeepers and mer-
chants. Certainly they’re all equally out

of luck.

This word-picture of Dos Passos, who
has also been indicted for criminal syn-
dicalism of misery and starvation should
spur every worker and sympathizer to
speed funds to the Prisoners’ Winter Aid
Campaign of the I.L.D.




Wall
Street’s
Devil’s
Island

By ]. RICARDO

Since this article was written, Wall Street
rule in the Philippines has created an American
Devil’s Island for Filipino working-class lead-
ers. Evangelista, chairman of the Communist
Party and 18 other leading workers in the la-
bor and peasant movements have been sent to
prison and banishment for 8 years to a jungle
province. Such banishment can only be com-
pared with the infamous bell-holes as the
French prison camp on Devil’s Island. In these
jungle provinces our comrades will be herded
into filthy concentration points or isolated in
foul cells, hidden out of sight so they can be
tortured at the will of the hardened guards.
These provinces besides are disease ridden
with a most atrocious climate. In similar ban-
ishment camps established by the Dutch im-
perialists in the East Indies, hundreds of ex-
iled revolutionaries have died after the most
terrible hardships and sufferings.

OMEWHERE the notion may still

linger that the Philippine Islands is a
wild and romantic paradise in the South
Seas. Wall Street’s press agents have
long been speaking of the “civilizing mis-
sion” of Uncle Sam toward the “Little
Brown Brother” in the Philippines. Hard-
ly since the days of its bloody seizure of
the Islands has Wall Street unfolded its
policy of plunder and repression of col-
onial peoples with such naked brutality as
it is doing today in the Philippines

Today the murderers of Harlan and
Chicago, the torturers of the Scottsboro
boys and Mooney and Billings, are active
against the twelve million toilers of the
Philippines, seven thousand miles across
the Pacific. Each week news comes of
more jailings and terror against the lead-
ers and members of the Communist Party,
of the proletarian Labor Congress and the
militant Philippine National Confedera-
tion of Peasants.

Horrified by the upsurge of mass ac-
tivity against imperialist and agrarian op-
pression, the representatives of the Islands’
Yankee bosses have brought down the
White Terror with all the ferocity which
the American boss class knows. For the
Philippines are also of vast military im-

The hen hatches strange eggs!
of Indian peasants and workers. His policy of “‘passive resistance”’
organization and struggle can the oppressed colonies win freedom! Support their struggle!

portance to the U.S.A. today engaged in
maneuvers of war on the Soviet Union.
The Philippines are an excellent spring-
board into Manchuria for Wall Street.

In a foul jail near Tayug, Pangasinaan
Province, forty-one peasants are serving
sentences ranging from seventeen years to
life imprisonment. Among them are two
boys less than fifteen years old who are
serving fourteen years each. These hero-
ic peasants were part of a mass of about
four hundred who marched on the town
of Tayug a few months ago. Impover-
ished tenants, armed only with their cane-
cutting knives, they drove off their rent
collectors, scattered the town constabu-
lary, held the city hall in this town of fif-
teen thousand, and burned the land deeds,
the symbol of their slavery.

Since the days of its birth, less than a
year ago, the agents of Wall Street have
been trying, through terror and intimida-
tion of workers, to exterminate the Com-
munist Party. Its leaders have faced fre-
quent jailings and beatings. The general
secretary of the Communist Party and of
the Proletarian Labor Congress, Crisanto
Evangelista, a printer by trade, has been
singled out particularly. During the pres-
ent year he was arrested at least a half
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This is Gandhi, champion fater of the oppressed colonial peoples—misletders of millions

hatches the shells for imperial Britain. Only by mass

dozen times; at present he is in jail. In
spite of his tubercular condition, he has
been subjected to constant torture at the
hands of the police. He has already been
sentenced to 18 months imprisonment and
to 8 years exile. Jacinto Manahan, peas-
ant leader, president of the Philippine Na-
tional Confederation of Peasants, and
Dominador Ambrosio, acting secretary of
the Proletarian Labor Congress, were like-
wise seixtenced. With each public appear-
ance of a leader of the workers’ and peas-
ants’ movement there is an arrest and sedi-
tion charge which carries with it years of
imprisonment.

During the strike in the Imperial Valley
last year, many Filipinos fought militant-
ly. One of the leaders of the strike, Dan-
ny Roxas, a Filipino militant, is today in
San Quentin together with the American
and Mexican workers.

The fight of the enslaved peoples of the
East and of the colonies of U. S. Im-
perialism, is the fight of the American
working class. Aid to the liberation strug-
gle of the Philippine people, as well as
taking up the fight of the victimized Fili-
pino toilers in the United States, is an
elementary task for the working class
movement of the United States.
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“Diamond spangled Wall Street”—at night—Center of world’s wealth. Capital of capitalism—where orders go out to starve workers.

Hungry Men—On to Washington !

By HARRY RAYMOND

THE National Hunger March to
Washington is on. Already delega-
tions of workers from far points in the
West are marching. They are marching
toward Washington where they will be
joined on December 7 with more delega-
tions, 1,500 workers in all, representatives
of the 12 million hungty, jobless workers.

From the north, east, south and west the
workers are marching. From the farming
regions, the mine fields, the industrial
centers — from the breadlines and flop
houses—the delegations come, bringing
with them demands for unemployment in-
surance — unemployment insurance to be
paid by the bosses and out of funds pre-
viously used for war preparations.

They will demand a bulk sum of $150
for each unemployed worker for immedi-
ate winter relief. "They will demand free
milk for the children, no evictions of un-
employed workers and full cash payment
of the soldiet’s bonus. They will demand
Not One Cent for War—All Funds for
the Unemployed!

The Congress of the United States and
President Hoover and the bosses all over
the country, however, are doing their best
to defeat and discredit this great mass po-
litical movement of the workers. With

W E DEMAND UNTHPLOYHENT- S(c1p,

political demagogy, terrorism and force
and violence the vicious, profit hungry
bosses are attempting to stem this new
rising tide of workingclass struggle.

In Pontiac, Michigan, the bosses’

NG,
W

And bhere is where working men must live in caves like
animals. He was a Pittsburgh steel wa_rkc_v, found living like
this since he lost his job.

agents beat and brutally manhandled
starving unemployed workers, members
of a local Hunger March, one of them
a father of six children, who was demand-
ing food for his family.

In Kansas City, Mo., the State Hunger

L

Marchers were attacked by the police,
workers were thrown in jail and the head-
quarters of the Communist Party was
raided—all because the Kansas workers at-
tempted to carry out a so-called consti-
tutional guarantee—the right of the peo-
ple to assemble and proceed to the seat of
government to present a petition for re-
dress of grievances.

All over the country the terror increases
and coupled with the terror are the fake
relief drives of the Red Cross and “chari-
table” organizations. Two workers were
recently fired from building construction
job in Washington, D. C. for refusing to
give part of their wages to the Red Cross,
that refused to feed the starving miners
in Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia
because “the starvation was not brought
about through an act of God.”

Marching in the forefront of the great
march, along with delegations from all
workingclass organizations, unions and
Unemployed Councils, will be strong dele-
gations from the I. L. D., putting for-
ward militantly, side by side with the de-
mands for unemployment insurance, the
demand for the release for all political
prisoners, the right to organize, the right

of free speech and assemblage.

One of the hunger march delegations enroute to Washington. By mass organization only can workers fight starvation.
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The Flames of Lynch-Law Spread

By CECIL S. HOPE

“The white element has become frightened
and have decided to rid the country of all
questionable characters.”—From the 1931 re-
port of the Fellowship of Reconciliation.

HE great masses of Negroes are
“questionable” characters.

The black working class bears the brunt
of American industrialism. The hardest
lot is theirs.

“Questionable” characters, too, are the
organizers of the International Labor De-
fense, the Trade Union Unity League,
the Communist Party, which calls for ab-
solute social and economic equality for
the black masses.

Questionable to whom? To the white
ruling class. To the Negro misleaders of
the N. A. A. C. P. type—the Fellowship
of Reconciliation—etc., etc.

Concurrently with the deepening of the
crisis, with its death-dealing blows of hun-
ger and torment to the working class and
especially the Negro people, there is the
steady rise and spread of the most mon-
strous kind of repression, lynching, direct-
ed primarily, against the Negro masses.

Nor is this form of terror used against
the Negroes exclusively. White workers
who offend the bosses by leading strikes
against wage cuts, etc. are terrorized and
done to death in the same manner. Ella
May Wiggins was murdered by a Gasto-
nia mob, while leading a strike of textile
workers.

" The report of Howard A. Kester,
Southern secretary of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation, says:

“The white element (the other name for
landlord-robbers—C.S.H.) has become
frightened and have decided to rid the
country of all ‘questionable’ characters.”

In 1929 the number of Negroes mur-
dered by lynch mobs was 33. In 1930
the number increased to 42. Already this
year 16 have been lynched. Hundreds
more have been murdered in the dark
and deep South, of whom nothing has
been heard.

We refer once more to the report of
the Fellowship, which cannot be accused
of being friendly to the Negro. *.

It has whipped sentiment into a scorch-
ing flame which has resulted in the death
of at least seventy-five Negroes since the
middle of August. Private citizens are

known to have disguised themselves as
officers and to have shot Negroes in cold
blood. Six Negroes were killed on a
freight train near Ensley by deputies. It
was reported at police headquarters that
they had been killed in a wreck in the
yards.”

But now the bosses are turning to a
new method of lynching — through due
process of law. Tom Mooney, the Scotts-
boro case, in which the Alabama court
framed and sentenced to death nine inno-
cent working class Negro boys — from

““Questionable” characters on the march—white and Negro
workers march in unity in Chicago.

which decision the International Labor
Defense has appealed, the thirty-four Har-
lan miners held on frame-up murder
charges, the Camp Hill share croppers
who formed a union to protect themselves
from the robbery of the landlords, the
case of Willie Peterson, the tubercular
war veteran, and that of Ben Itby of
Selma, Alabama, arrested for possessing
International Labor Defense literature
and charged with criminal syndicalism,
are only a few recent cases in which the
International Labor Defense has stayed
the hand of the lynch courts.

The latest in this country-wide cam-
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paign of class oppression and the defense
action of the International Labor Defense

is the case of Orphan Jones at Snow Hill,
Maryland.

By its determined action in preventing
this Negro farm hand from lynching by
the mob, which on one occasion broke in
the jail to lynch him, the International
Labor Defense has brought into clear re-
lief some very important aspects of the
terror directed against the Negro masses,
by the ruling class of the country.

First, is the striking resemblance which
this frame-up attack bears to the Scotts-
boro, Harlan, and Camp Hill cases, and
to the general campaign of persecution
and lynchings of Negroes.

The class character of the mob is best
described in the words of I.L.D. Attorney
Ades: “The Snow Hill mob was organ-
ized by the best citizens of Snow Hill, but
its members came from the whole Del-
marvian peninsular which includes coun-
ties of Maryland, Virginia and Delaware.”

Thwarted in their eatlier attempts to
lynch Jones — the International Labor
Defense having brought about his remov-
al to Baltimore by protest telegrams and
other forms of pressure—the raging mob
showered curses and blows on the lawyer
and the two militant white workers of
the International Labor Defense.

Next is the question of police savagery.
So badly did the Snow Hill police beat
this sixty-year-old man, in order to make
him “confess,” that when the Internation-
al Labor Defense lawyer called to see
Jones, he was told to wait until the doc-
tors were through “patching” him up.

With the same slavish devotion to the
master class as displayed in the Scotts-
boro case, the Negro misleaders of the
N. A. A. C. P. assisted the lynchers by
rushing into the case a lawyer named
Josiah Henry, who advised Jones to plead
guilty, and who issued a statement to the
Baltimore Afro-American to that effect.

This case should bring all Negro work-
ers and poor farmers to realize the class
role of the N. A. A. C. P. betrayers, and
to repudiate them. To support and build
the International Labor Defense into a
strong mass defense organization of work-
ers and poor farmers, black and white, is
the only protection against lynchings and
all forms of boss class oppression.



““Questionable” characters on the march—white and Negro
workers march in unity in Chicago.




Leaders of the Canadian Communist Party who got 5 year sentences for organizing workers. Demand their freedom!

Royal Canada’s Great Red Hunt

The four million square miles of Canadian
territory are being combed for Reds by the
forces of the Crown in his Majesty’s North
American dominion.

Thousands of Canadian militant workers
face arrest. The Communist Party has been
shoved underground into illegality by the con-
viction of eight of their leaders in the famous
trial recently ended.

Seven of the defendants received five-year
and two year sentences to run concurrent[y.
They will be deported after serving their
terms. The eighth received a one year and
a two year sentence also to run concurrently.

Norman Somerville, prosecutor, said, “It is
not a question of whether a man is a member
of the party right now. If he bhas been a
member between 1921 and 1931 he is still
liable to conviction.”

Prior to this mass attack upon the Com-
munist Party, the terror against the workers
had been growing throughout the country.
W hereas in the year 1930, 200 arrests had
taken place, since this January there have
already been over 450 arrests. Technical
charges have given way to charges of “sedi-
tion,” “unlawful assembly,” and “inciting to
mutiny” and a number of workers are serving
jail sentences from one year down for various
charges.

The situation in the U.S.A. is closely
paralleling that of its northern neighbor. Raids
on the Communist Party beadquarters in Chi-
cago and Kansas City, multifold activities of
agent provocateurs in New York; all show
preparations of the ruling-class to force all
militant workers’ organizations underground in
this war-period.

* * *

By BECKY BUHAY

HE law under which the nine leaders

of the Communist Party are charged
was enacted in 1919 in the time of the
famous Winnipeg General Strike. The
workers of Winnipeg practically had the
city in their own hands for six weeks. The
strike movement was spreading all over
the country, the ruling class was panic
stricken. Prime Minister Meighan of that
time ordered the atrest of the strike lead-
ers. When the social fascist Minister of

Labor Giddeon Robertson wired him, rais-
ing the question as to whether there were
any legal grounds for the arrests, Meighan
telegraphed him that he should carry out
the arrests and steps would be taken to
legalize his actions later. Following this,
within forty minutes in the Houses of
Parliament the present drastic anti-work-

The Royal Canadian Mount-
de Police is gloating. One
of their stool-pigeons Serge-
ant John Leopold donned
the shabby clothing of the
working-class to do his dirty
work for the ruling class.
In the U.S.A., the bosses
are planning to do the same
thing. All workers must join
the I.LL.D. and build a strong
defense organization to pre-
vint the bosses from throt-
tling the militant workers
organization.

ing class legislation was put on the Stat-
ute Books. Section 98 of the Criminal
Code under which the comrades are
charged is so broad in its scope that it can
crush by law not only the Communist
Party of Canada but any organization that
defends or sympathizes with the members
of the Communist Party. The penalty
involved is a sentence of 20 years.

The Canadian Labor Defense League,
the Canadian Section of the International
Red Aid, has been in existence a number
of years carrying on the struggle for the
release of the class war prisoners, but
during the course of the last two years it
has grown considerably in membership and
influence. At the last Plenum which took
place in July in Toronto, it was reported
that the membership had more than doub-
led. There are now 5,000 individual mem-
bers and 15,000 collective members. Dut-
ing the last year it has intensified its ac-
tivities particularly in the Vancouver and
Montreal “sedition” cases, mass arrests in
Calgary, in the struggle against deporta-
tion, etc. The mobilization of mass pro-
tests from coast to coast has popularized
the C.L.D.L. among the greater masses of

workers and poor farmers.

The trial of the leaders of the Com-
munist Party was the most historic politi-
cal trial in Canada and will have great
influence in the development of the revo-
lutionary movement in this country.

British mounted cop riding down on workers in London® Same stuff as in Canada.
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We Fight for Mooney

and Amnesty!

By FRANK SPECTOR

€¢YF NECESSARY I will wade thru

blood rather than let a Communist
meeting take place in Los Angeles.” This
is the bloodthirsty challenge of the for-
mer stool pigeon Captain Hynes of the
notorious “Red Squad” in Los Angeles.

The militant Los Angeles workers know
full well that these are not ravings of a
maniac—this is the definite policy under-
taken by the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce to wipe out the Communist
Party and the entire revolutionary move-
ment in Los Angeles.

Friday, October 30th, saw a terrific
battle between hundreds of workers and
the Los Angeles police when the latter
broke up a huge Mooney-Harlan meet-
ing in front of the Philharmonic Auditor-
ium, one of the largest halls in the city.
The Los Angeles Times describes this bat-
tle as follows: “With tear gas drenching
Pershing Square, with police, swinging
night sticks engaged in a furious battle
with 1,500 Communists and their sympa-
thizers, many thousands witnessed one of
the most spectacular red riots in years as
plain clothes men and uniformed officers
broke up an asserted Communist Mooney-
Harlan, Ky. miners mass meeting and
demonstration scheduled for Philharmonic

Hall.”

The viciousness of this latest attack
has aroused large sections of the city. The
Mooney - Harlan - Scottsboro Confer-
ence, which sponsored this meeting, is a
real United Front Conference of the
masses, including the rank and file of the
A.F. of L.

While the workers all over the country
battle for Tom Mooney, inside San
Quentin walls there goes on the persecu-
tion against Mooney himself. He is still
being forced to do killing labor under un-
healthy surroundings. In addition to hard
labor he is also forced to undergo mental
torture at the hands of specially set up
overseers of such creatures as the notori-
ous Joe Peppa, whom Mooney himself
described as . . . an undérworld bully
and a police stool pigeon. All of his life
with a police record that would put to
shame the worse criminal banditry.”
Mooney writes about this form of perse-
cution: “A new job was created for him
(Joe Peppa.) No work attached to his
job but watching Mooney, tormenting
and humiliating and persecuting him to
do everything to provoke him to some
action that would give the authorities of
the prison an excuse to ‘knock Mooney
over’ so it could be heralded in the press
as evidence that Mooney was incorrigible
and could not get along even in prison.”
Any visitor who fails to produce creden-

The boss press said ““Mayor Walker was overcome with grief” by a telegram from Mooney’s mother' This is not a

picture of Walker ““overcome.”
cabarets.

He is “resting’” on board the Bremen, luxurious ocean-liner, on return from Europe’s
Now bhe “pleads” for Mooney—to get votes for T amman:
Y.

239

Tom Mooney—15 years ago—before thrown in prison.

tials from the Mooney Defense Commit-
tee is refused permission to see Tom. Re-
cently the warden made a statement that
only “blood relatives” and attorneys would
be allowed to see Tom. This practically
isolates him from his friends. The warden
has forbidden newspapermen to visit Tom,
despite the existing custom of allowing
newspapermen at all times to visit every
prisoner at San Quentin.

Not only is Tom Mooney’s mail closely
censored but every letter he writes is cop-
ied. It is known that copies of every let-
ter written by Tom was sent to Governor
Young, who did not hesitate to quote
parts of Tom’s letter to strangers who in-
terviewed him on the case. In one in-
stance Young quoted from a very inti-
mate letter Tom wrote to his wife.

In our campaign for the freedom of
Mooney and all class war prisoners we
must demand that persecution against
Tom in San Quentin be stopped. Govern-
or Rolph is responsible for this tyranny.
Demands must be made upon him to this
effect.

The entire campaign must be made on
a yet broader scale involving larger and
larger strata of workers the world over.

The battle for Mooney’s freedom as-
sumes yet wider proportions—the battle
for workers’ right to free speech, right to
assemble—the right to organize.



Remember-Canton Commune! Halt the Attack on the USSR!

By M. JamEs

Deccmber 12th this year marks the fourth
anniversary of the Canton Uprising, the he-
roic struggle of the Chinese workers and peas-
ants, who for the first time in the history of
the Far East established a Soviet against the
Kuomintang reaction. Although the Canton
Soviet was drowned in rivers of blood on the
third day of its establishment by the joint
efforts of the imperialists and the Kuomintang,
it opened a new phase in the Chinese Revolu-
tion and its bhistorical significance becomes
clearer every day.

What is the situation in China on the fourth
anniversary of the Canton Uprising? In the
territories under the rule of the Kuomintang,
both of the Nanking and the Canton gov-
ernments, the masses are burdened with un-
imaginable exorbitant taxes, wage cuts, unem-
ployment and barbarous white terror. Within
the period of six months the Kuomintang
butchers have murdered over half a million
Chinese workers and peasants. The revolu-
tionary leaders have been ruthlessly persecuted
and executed. Not long after Comrade Hssi-
ang Chung Fa, the late Secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China, was murdered, Com-
rade Ruegg, Secretary of the Pan-Pacific Trade
Union Secretariat, and bis wife, were arrested
and sentenced to death. It is only through
the energetic mass protests of the workers all
over the world that these victims of the Kuo-
mintang reaction will be saved.

Due to the incessant military civil war
among the Kuomintang cliques which expro-
priate millions of dollars for military expen-
diture, but not a cent to mend and repair
the dams along the Yangtse and other rivers,
China experienced the most appalling flood in
her history, with over sixteen provinces over-
run with flood, and two hundred thousand
people drowned. Many more died of disease
and famine which accompany the flood. The
Kuomintang regime, instead of seriously tak-
ing care of the relief work, bas only issued
more bonds, levied more taxes, and secured
more foreign loans for their military purposes.

Worse than that, the Kuomintang militarists
have shot the flood refugees in Hankow and
elsewhere in order “to prevent riot”! The Chi-
nese masses can never expect the Kuomintang
to give relief. The Chinese masses depend on
the solidarity of the workers in other coun-
tries for genuine relief.

In Manchuria we find the imperialist struggle
for the redivision of China and the imperialist
attack on the Soviet Union. Tbhis imperialist
plot has been borne out more clearly every
day. The pro-imperialist, slavish policy of the
Kuomintang bas been responsible for this im-
perialist aggression in Manchuria. The inter-
national working class is faced with the imme-
diate task of fighting against imperialist war
and defending the Chinese Soviets and the
Soviet Union.

But this reactionary rule of the Kuomintang
and its imperialist masters is being increasing-
ly undermined by the revolutionary upsurge in
China, particularly manifested in the enlarge-

1. One of the half-million workers and
poor farmers slaughtered by the Chinese
ruling class since the Canton Commune in
1927. This worker was shot down during
the three days the workers ruled Canton.
The guns of the war-lords, aided by Wall
Street, France, and Great Britain, tempo-
rarily halted the workers’ rule in that city.

2. A poster in the Soviet Union show-
ing as dogs the ruling powers. France,
Japan, Great Britain and last but not leq:l,
the United States of America, quarreling
over the bone that is Manchuria. A Chinese
worker is shown explaining the poster.

3. Korean revolutionary workers chained
in gangs by the Japanese rulers. Thousands
of Korean workers, farmers and students are

in chains for belonging to the Communist
Party. Many have been executed.

4. Japanese troops entering the ancient
gates of Mukden, Manchuria. They are
now far north of Mukden, having taken
possession of railroad terminus on the Chi-
nese-Eastren Railway, jointly owned by the
Soviet Union and China. This makes a
good point for direct attack on the Soviets
as soon as the bosses say the word.

In Soviet China: a mass meeting of
workers and farmers in the part of China
under control of the workers and farmers.
The imperialist powers are aiding Chiang-
Kai-Shek, war lord of Nanking, in trying
to destroy the Soviets in China. So far
they have been turned back by the fiery
armies of Red China.

6. A Chinese comrade — executed in
Hankow, large industrial city where the
workers’ movement is growing stronger
daily despite such terror as here shown.

In Tokyo — a workers’ demonstra-
tion. They demand °“Amnesty!”’ for the
hundreds of Communists in prison in Jap-
anese jails. The trials of many of the

ment and consolidation of the Chinese Soviets
with a Red Army of over two million strong.
Soviets, the government of the workers, peas-
ants and the poor, have been established in
Kiangsi, Fukien, Hunan, Hupeh, Anhwei,
Kwangsi and other provinces in central and
southern China. The number of Soviets has
increased to over three hundred, covering a
territory greater than that of France with a
population of over sixty million.

The Nanking government has been hopeless-
ly defeated in its three attempts to suppress
these Soviets with the aid of its imperialist
masters. The last suppression campaign, di-

rected by Chiang Kai-Shek himself, met with

Japanese Communists are now in progress.
They face the death penalty. Demand their

freedom!
8. Butchers in China: Chiang-Kai-Shek,
Nanking war-lord, and his advisers —- all

controlled by Wall Street gold. They have
ordered the execution and murder of 500,000
workers and farmers But the Chinese
workers and farmers sweep forward gaining
more victories daily.

* *

Workers of America. War on the Soviet
Union is the game of Wall Street, and
the imperialist powers. War on the Soviet
Union and the division of China. You will
be dragged into this war and be sent to
your death for Wall Street’s profits.

Remember the Canton Commune when
the workers of Canton held power for three
days in revolt against bosses’ war. Join the
I.. L. D. DEMONSTRATIONS ON
DECEMBER 12, in commemoration of the
thousands of brave Chinese workers who met
death and horrible torture when the Com-
mune was defeated. Demonstrate! Strike
a blow against the war now going on in
Manchuria—the preliminaries to the attack
on the Soviet Union—where the Five Year
Plan has given the bosses delirium—because
of its success while capitalism totters in
unemployment,  starvation and  general
misery.

The I. L. D. also calls upon all workers
to demonstrate on December 12 against all
oppression of the colonial peoples—like
those of Cuba, the Philippines, Central
America, India, etc. December 12 is also
the anniversary of the great Colombia banana
strike in 1929, when 1,000 Colombian work-
ers were shot down at the order of the
United Fruit Company—a Wall Street
corporation which slaved them at 12 cents

dar.
: D‘IEMONSTRATE DECEMBER 12!

the same fate as the previous campaigns. Not
only that the Soviets maintain their positions,
but that the Soviets have acquired additional
strongholds and increasing influence.  The
North China Daily News, the organ of Amer-
ican imperialism in China, reported at the end

of October that:

“Consular reports indicate that Kiangsi
is now almost wholly under Communist
control, and Hunan is likely to be soon.
It remains to be seen when the Commu-
nists will be satisfied to consolidate their
gains during the winter, or will attack
populous cities along the Yangtse. . . .

Now, foreign observers agree, it is impos-
sible to predict the extent of the Commu-
nist movement, the Red Armies have the
sympathetic support of sections of the
Chinese students and intelligentsia. They
have organized groups of agitators to stir
up trouble in manufacturing cities and
among the peasants. Foreign reports con-
firm that such groups are already active
in provinces north of the Yangtse.”

Since the crushing defeat of Chiang Kai-
Shek in his suppression campaign, the Red
Army bas captured five important cities along
the Yangtse Valley, according to the reports
of the foreign consulates.

On November 7, on the Fourteenth Anni-
versary of the Bolshevik Revolution, there took
place the Chinese and National Soviet Con-
gress which resulted in the establishment of
the Chinese Soviet Republic with its central
government in the province of Kiangsi. This
historical step brings nearer the date of the
extermination of the reactionary rule of the
Kuomintang and the imperialists in China.
We now have the revolutionary Soviet Gov-
ernment against the counter-revolutionary Ku-
omintang government.

Even in Manchuria, which is now a basis
for imperialist redivision of China and attack
on the Soviet Union, and which has been
comparatively backward in the agrarian revo-
lution, is now marked with revolutionary up-
surge with extensive peasant guerilla warfare
carried on against both Japanese imperialism
and the landlord-bourgeois reaction. The Red
Army which is being consolidated in Man-
churia is the only consistent revolutionary
force with the support of the workers and
peasants that offers Japanese imperialism re-
sistance and defeat.

Thus, four years after the heroic Canton
Uprising, we see today the bankruptcy of the
Kuomintang rule, the consolidation and ex-
tension of the Chinese Soviets, the deepening
of the agrarian and anti-imperialist movement
under the leadership of the Communist Party
of China, the imperialist attack on the Chi-
nese Revolution and on the Soviet Union,
which is the beacon light for the Chinese and
world working-class.

Workers in the United States and all over
the world must rally to the aid of the Chi-
nese masses, send funds and food for the
relief of the famine and flood refugees, pro-
test against the white terrorist measures o
the Kuomintang, demand the immediate re-
lease of Comrade Ruegg and his wife, and all
political prisoners, popularize the Chinese So-
viets and the Red Army, to defeat the lies
and slanders of the capitalists, the American
Federation of Labor bureaucracy, socialist par-
ty leaders, the renegades from Communism,
the Lovestoneites and the Trotskyites; protest
against the imperialist re-partition of China,
and the war plot and provocation against the
Soviet Union, organize anti-war committees
in your shops and organizations to fight all
imperialist war, and for the defense of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics!



Uncle Sam

By VErRN SmiTH

HE Federal government, through in-

junctions, and to some extent by
threatening deportation of foreign born
strikers, has engaged in strike breaking
before. But the most outrageous and
open support of employers by the Depart-
ment of Labor itself in a strike situation,
was left to Immigration Inspector Frank
Case, in the Lawrence, Mass. strike.

There were the usual number of arrests,
about 100, mostly on minor charges of
“vagrancy,” and in some cases, “intimida-
tion” or “speaking without a permit.”
That is not a large number in a strike of
23,000.

But what was unusual was that when
these victims came up in Judge Chandler’s
court in Lawrence on the morning after
their arrest, they found in every case, In-
spector Chase present, posted in a favor-
able situation at the judge’s left hand,
with his portfolio bulging with data, and
in practical command of this city court.

The official with the gold shoulder
straps who takes the place of a prosecu-
tor in this Massachusetts court, would
rise and recite the usual bunk about “this
defendant having been disorderly in front
of the Wood mill,” or elsewhere, and of-
fer one policeman as a witness. The judge
would wiggle his fountain pen and the
clerk would announce, “His honor, hav-
ing considered the case, finds you guilty,
and...”

At that moment Chase would arise and
denounce the defendant, and ask that the
case be continued for ten days “to give me
an opportunity to investigate this man’s
right to remain in this country.” And
Judge Chandler would always do it.

At other times, when there was abso-
lutely no evidence whatsoever against the
defendants, Chase would speak before the
Judge gave a verdict, and ask that the
man be held, by the state courts, to give
him, a federal official, a chance to deport.

But the bulk of Chase’s “investiga-
tions” were pure fake, levelled usually
against workers he knew perfectly well
were not deportable, because, as for in-
stance, as in the cases of William F.
Dunne, John Ballam, and Fred Bieden-
kapp, they were native born American
citizens, or citizens of long standing thru
naturalization.

Chase’s activities were intended only to

hold in jail or on heavy bond militant
strikers and cripple the strike.

The Lawrence Citizens’ Committee
went to the immigration authorities and
asked that the bond be revoked, not for
anything that suggested they might jump
bond, but openly and admittedly to “take
these two Reds out of the Lawrence
strike.” And that is exactly what the im-
migration service did. Murdoch and
Berkman spent all but the first few days
of the Lawrence strike in the East Bos-
ton detention station of the U. S. De-
partment of Labor.

Now, Biedenkapp, who probably can’t
be deported, and Krasevich and Donegian,
who are in grave danger of deportation,

Official Strikebreaker

nal puncture,” running a needle between
the vertebrz of his spinal column and
piercing the canal running up the spine.
This is a dangerous operation, propetly
resorted to in cases of suspicion of spi-
nal meningitis or something else which in-
dicates the need of heroic measures. To
give a spinal puncture to Donegian was
just an attempt to kill him.

However, Donegian survived all this,
and was released from Danvers on a writ
of habeus corpus, only to find that he
had a default warrant out for him be-
cause while in custody there at Danvers
he had failed to appear in court on the
first charge. No excuses were accepted,
and Donegian is in detention, slated for

Mexican workers, their wives and children, being forced to leave their homes in Texas. Deported across the Rio Grande pen-

niless. Tens of thousands of them.

are in that detention station also. A na-
tion-wide campaign to demand their re-
lease is required.

Donegian, in patticular, has been mis-
treated. When he was released on bond
on the deportation charge,
O’Brien of Lawrence wrote out a war-
rant holding him for ten days “observa-
tion” in Danvers state hospital for the
insane. That is one of the arbitrary pow-
ers a police chief has in Massachusetts.

Donegian was emphatically not insane,
and even the doctors in this state institu-
tion had to admit it. But they did what
they could. They made him live ten days
on a half a glass of milk a day. They
harassed him with questions and “tests.”
They gave him three injections into his
neck and shoulders, of some dope they
never dared to describe to the Internation-
al Labor Defense representatives fighting
for his release.

But worst of all, they gave him a “spi-
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Marshal

deportation to Turkey, although he is a
citizen of Soviet Armenia.

There are, within the next three months,
some sixty cases coming up, either on ap-
peal to state courts or continued by Judge
Chandler for trial when Mr. Chase gives
consent. They need defense, even though
the sentences given will probably be a
matter of months in each case and not of
years as in some strikes.

Judge Chandler, who never acquitted a
striker in the whole period, and who set
bail for vagrancy cases that was higher
than the bail he set in private crimes of
attempt to kill or housebreaking, is ad-
mittedly an attorney for the gang of
business men buying the Uwosco mill in
Lawrence. But at that he has nothing on
the Department of Labor. ‘That institu-
tion is headed by an official of the Broth-
erhood of Railway Carmen, and there is
no greater enemy of labor than a labor

faker.



FULL SPEED AHEAD!

By ]. Lours ENGDAHL

WE live in the midst of war. The
boss class attack crystallizes against
the workers’ and peasants’ Soviet China
and the Soviet Union! The jobless at-
mies and military appropriations grow.
Mass discontent is met with mass perse-
cution — the killing, wounding, jailing
of workers — in capitalist, colonial and
semi-colonial countries.

These were the facts that faced the
Plenum of the National Executive Com-
mittee of our International Labor De-
fense that met in New York City recent-
ly to discuss and act on new obligations,

The main problem—how to win the
masses of workers and farmers, Negro
and white, native and foreign born, for
membership in and support of labot’s
mass defense struggles. District organ-
izers, national executive committee mem-
bers, spokesmen for affiliated organiza-
tions, all agreed that the conditions are
here—out of mass struggles against mass
persecution the mass organization of the
International Labor Defense.

Measured by the decisions of the Third
Plenum of the Executive Committee of
the International Red Aid it was clearly
apparent that insufficient work had been
carried forward in all sectors of struggle.

Ever broader approaches to the masses
in all of our united front activities were
demanded as a result of careful study of

the shortcomings and tasks of the Scotts-"

boro United Front and today of the Moo-
ney-Harlan-Scottsboro United Front that
have their tremendous possibilities. Clear
understanding of the united front, not as
something for the liquidation of the Inter-
national Labor Defense, (as in Washing-
ton, D. C.), but as a weapon for bringing
new masses into the ranks of labor’s de-
fense organization.

How to draw in the masses of unem-
ployed, without whom no real mass ac-
tion against boss class persecution is pos-
sible? Penetration of Unemployed Coun-
cils. Participation in the Hunger March-
es. The Public Hearings of the jobless.

Work at the factories! Concentration
in the heavy industries of coal, steel,
transportation, as in the Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Chicago dis-
tricts. Lack of sufficient organizational
results from the coal miners’ and textile
workers’ strikes.

Keen analysis of the crumpling up of
the All-Southern Scottsboro United Front
Movement and the lack of an organiza-
tional base for defense activities in the
South, including Kentucky.

Not only to win afliliations, but to ac-
tivize them through initiative groups of
the International Labor Defense, especial-
ly the militant trade unions on the basis
of resolutions adopted at the last Nation-
al Committee Plenum of the Trade Union
Unity League held at Pittsburgh. This
is the period of possibilities for building
a mass membership for the Trade Union
Unity League unions. One problem is

Do you like this mug? It belongs to MacDonald, the dope-
fiend whose false testimony at Mooney’s trial served as the
excuse to send Mooney up. He later confessed he lied.
how best to mobilize this membership for

effective mass defense actions.

Lifting more effectively the banners of
the international front. More active pro-
test against the persecutions of workers
in other countries. Strengthening of pat-
ronage and patronati activities, our mo-
ral and financial assistance to the perse-
cuted of other lands, aid to the tens of
thousands now in prison. There are 170;-
000 workers and peasants imprisoned in
the world today. Closer contact with the
workers and peasants in the colonies and
semi-colonies. Greater recognition of our
tremendous obligations to the workers and
peasants of the Philippines, Cuba, all Lat-
in America, Canada.
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Raising more effectively the defense bat-

tlements against persecutions of Negro
workers and farmers, not only as the
most Dbitterly oppressed section of the
working class, but as the victims of ex-
treme national oppression as well. To
draw in masses of Negro workers and
farmers into the I. L. D.

Educational, cultural, social activities
for the branches, to lift the political un-
derstanding of the membership and arouse
its interest in all the activities of the or-
ganization. This to be the basis for over-
coming the rapid fluctuation in the mem-
bership, to hold the new members entering
the International Labor Defense.

Really to develop a keen sense of re-
sponsibility of all on “the outside,” to
the prisoners on “the inside” of capital-
ism’s bastilles and to dependents robbed
of their bread winner. Effective carrying
through of the Prisoners’ Winter Aid
Campaign.

Building workers’ self-defense in the
courts as an effective answer to mass ar-
rests and the flood of trials held under
the whip of capitalist class justice.

Increasing our activities among the ag-
ricultural workers and poor farmers. How
better to reach the youth. Drawing the
toiling women into our work.

All of these problems, many of them
raised more correctly than ever before,
proved the basis of the richest discussion
and most effective action yet achieved in
any gathering so far held by our I. L. D.

Events rapidly developing during the
few days since the Plenum cry aloud for
rapid growth. Raids and arrests in Chi-
cago as the ruling class fears the growing
discontent and actions of the jobless. In-
dictments against the members of the
Dreiser National Committee for Political
Prisoners, including representatives of the
International Labor Defense in Kentucky.
Bloody police attacks on the Mooney-
Harlan-Scottsboro demonstration in Los
Angeles. New deportation arrests against
the leaders of the Lawrence, Massachu-
setts textile strikers. More than ever the
rapid plunge forward of the war in Man-
churia.

In this whole clash of class forces, the
developing sharpening class struggles, the
National International Labor Defense
Plenum issues its call: “Workers! Farm-
ers! Negro and white, native and for-
eign born! Join and support the Inter-
national Labor Defense in masses! Build
the International Labor Defense into a
mass organization of militant struggle.”



Do you like this mug? It belongs to MacDonald, the dope-
fiend whose false testimony at Mooney’s trial served as the
excuse to send Mooney up. He later confessed he lied.



Do All You Can to Get Our Boys Free

An Interview by S. VAN VEEN

Mrs. Josephine Powel is the mother of
the youngest of the framed Scottsboro
children. She is 38 years of age and comes
from Atlanta, Georgia. She has four chil-
dren. The youngest is a girl of seven and
next comes Ozie, thirteen. Ozie Powel is
now in the death house at Scottsboro, Ala-
bama.

Mrs. Powel is a fine looking woman
with a clear smooth brown skin and the
melodious voice, characteristic of the race.
She has spent most of her life planting
and plowing as a sharecropper. Toil and
suffering have almost exhausted her, yet
strangely enough, she still retains her na-
tive fine beauty.

In reply to my questions, she told me
the following about herself:

“My family was always sharecroppers.
That means hard laborin’ work and ter-
rible hardship, winter and summer. When

ed on my father’s shares. I guess I never
done nothin’ but work all my life.

“I was married at sixteen and we was
sharecroppin’ all the time. As long as my
husband was home I could care for the
children while he was plantin’ but he was
drafted in the war and after that I had to
do all the plantin’ and hoin’ myself and
take care of the children the best way 1
could. It was hard. In the mornin’ I
would take the mules to pasture and then
hoe and drop corn and cover it up before
night fall, every day and then drag back
to the cabin and take care of the chil-
dren.

“I worked that hard, I near broke my
back. I've cut bushes in water and mud
ankle-high. I’ve shucked corn in the corn
crib till T liked to die and be done with
everything. But I just kept right on. I
guess it was no worse than all the share-
croppin’ women in the South feels: ter-
rible hard.

“I'd git a peck of meal and 3 pounds

In Cleveland where 2 Negroes were murdered by police for resisting the eviction of a workers’ family. Note the furniture
already on the pavement.

I was about ten years old I worked in
white folks kitchens. I've worked for
twelve hours a day at two dollars a week.
It’s no fun workin’ for white folks down
south. They just keeps you slavin’ all the
time. Maybe it ain’t no better in the

North, I don’t know. On and off I work-

of fat back every two weeks. Everything
else I had to work for extra. We raised
some greens for ourself. We didn’t ever
see any money. The planter give us a
piece of paper with the amount he owed
us written down and when we go to the
store—the store belongs to the planter—he
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jest charged anything he had a mind to.
There was one price for the white folks
and another for the Negroes. I've paid
$6 for a house dress, you could get in
New York for a dollar. But it was no
use complainin’. They just curse and
strike you too, like as not.

“We worked from sun-up till sun-down,
about thirteen hours with a half hour at
noon to eat. I never had no time to eat
hardly. I would have to run back to the
field after feedin’ my children with my
dinner in my hand. Had to be back by

bell time. Just work and work.

“When I worked in white folk’s kitch-
ens I had to cook, wash and iron for a
family of ten people, more than thirteen
hours a day for three and four dollars a
week. There was plenty of food around
in the white folks kitchen after they got
thru with their meals but there wasn’t no
time to eat it. You just had to eat and
work at same time any chance you got.
It’s just as bad as the fields; you just slave
and don’t get nothin’ for it.

“When the boys were arrested, Andy
Wright wrote to me about it. When I
read the letter I keeled over and I didn’t
know anything more till I found myself
in bed. I guess I was in a faint. Then I
cried for hours. What a terrible world to
take innocent children like our boys, beat
them and jail them and maybe kill them.

When the International Labor Defense
people came at first I didn’t know what
to think. You see the white folks I work-
ed for they told me that these people were
reds and that they would kidnap and may-
be kill me. But when the LL.D. commit-
tee came and talked with me and explain-
ed how they wanted to defend our boys,
why then I understood and it sure gave
me more courage. I thought I had no
friends before but now I see that I have
thousands of friends who stand with us
and do all they can to get our boys free.”

This is the story of Mrs. Powel, Negro
sharecropper and mother. Multiply this
by one hundred thousand and you get a
picture of the labor and tears of Negro
motherhood in the United States.

The white and Negro workers of the
country must redouble their efforts and
unite North, South, East and West in the
struggle to free the nine Scottsboro chil-
dren and to destroy the whole system of
oppression and terror of the Negro masses.



Greece Gets the Labor

By NICK GREGORY

URIOUS indeed are the uses of the

LaBor DEFENDER, official organ of
the International Labor Defense of the
United States!

Just one year ago—in the November
issue of this labor pictorial—appeared a
striking cartoon-photograph showing a
Negro worker hanging on the so-called
“Liberty Bell,” truly an effective symbol
of American “democracy.”

Revealing an astonishing international
outlook, the fascist-editors of “Patris,”
official organ of the Greek government
saw this issue of the LaBor DEFENDER,
took note of the striking photograph and
decided to put it to their uses, and placed
the following caption below a reproduc-
tion of the picture:

“Look how the Bolsheviks are pun-
ishing their enemies. They bang
them from the bells of the churches,
any time they not act, but think
against the red tyrants!

This from the pens of Messts. Simos
and Politis, top-notch henchmen of the
fascist government of Venizelos, puppet
of foreign imperialism and gangster-in-
chief of the Greek capitalists.

Under this murderous regime hun-
dreds of workers and poor farmers have
been rotting in the medieval dungeons of
Greece or exiled to the small rocky islands
where political prisoners are sent to die.
These workers are those shown “leniency,’
others are killed either directly or thru
subterfuge (“trying to escape”), small
funds and food sent them by the Greek
Red Aid (defense organization) confis-
cated. In fact the Greek Red Aid is
the most recent militant organization to
be outlawed by the fascist government.

The soldier-comrades are isolated and
imprisoned in the worst dungeons, where,
existing on the most miserable food, and
subject to the most barbarous mistreat-
ment, being frequently beaten in the dark,
dank tombs infested with rats and snakes
—pneumonia or tuberculosis usually ends
the misery of these workers. Many of
these victims are often not yet 21 years

old.

* * % *

In Soudena, this summer, police thugs
under the police officer Papaspyrou, “ex-
ecuting orders,” as he stated to the press,

broke into the house, at midnight, of
Andreopoulas, a young, brave army phy-
sician and Communist. After gagging,
muzzling and beating him into uncon-
sciousness with clubs and swords they
leaped on his prone body. Last month,
Andreopoulas, still suffering from the ef-
fects of the attack, and who since was
placed under arrest (for not having been
murdered, apparently), brought charges
against his assailants. But he, and not
the police thugs, was punished with four
years imprisonment, eleven thousand
drachmas fine, degradation as an army
physician, and exile. And it is almost
certain that the police will execute him
under the usual pretense that he “was at-
tempting to escape.”

* * % X

A month ago the government issued a
decree and brought back into life the ter-
roristic , the quite official “safety” gangs,
whose special

task to “get the Commun-

New workers quarter in Moscow—photographed from an aiblane.

Defender—

Recently the member of the Greek cab-
inet, Avraam, hailed for trial the edi-
torial and management staffs of the Com-
munist daily, “Rizospastis” for printing
more openly details of his private life that
the rest of the Greek dailies tried to clev-
erly disguise. By bringing undisputable
witnesses, “Rizospastis” proved that this
most respected “patriot” and defender of
the public morals, and bitter enemy of the
revolutionary workers, this cooperator of
Venizelos, was engaging in the most hor-
rible orgies with sailors. In spite of clear-
ly damaging evidence against Avraam, the
staff of Rizospastris was condemned to five
years” imprisonment and 35,000 drachmas
fine.

But this whole terror is unable to crush
the growing revolutionary spirit of the
workers and poor farmers of Greece. The
government of Venizelos and Avraam is
taking refuge in the usual villifying lies
and frame-ups but they are helpless be-
fore the rising tide of mass discontent.

Greek workers are murdered for sympathizing with

the Soviet Union.

ists,” and without any trial to condemn
them to any term of imprisonment or ex-
ile—and immediately execute their orders!
These thugs of the “safety” gangs are
paid by the government, and their crews
are selected from the lowest degenerate
elements of the underworld.
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All workers must aid the LL.D. in its
patronage and patriotic activities; that is,
the direct aid to class-war prisoners in for-
eign lands particularly where the fascist
terror is greatest. American workers! re-
member your international duties! Help
your brother in foreign and colonial lands!




Mr. Mellon’s Courts Seek Revenge

By M. STERN

The writer of this article represented the 1. L. D. in the
miners’ strike.

NDY MELLON can waste no time

taking sighs of relief because the
miners of Western Pennsylvania, Ohio
and West Virginia are not on the picket
line today. There are greater picket lines
in store for him.

The struggle is not over although the
coal operators have forced the miners
back into the mines or breadlines by star-
vation, guns, tear gas, jails and evictions.

The miners put up a most heroic fight.
Their fighting spirit cannot be subdued,
it cannot be conquered. The miners are
going to fight again and again until vic-
tory will be theirs.

As I look back at those days of strug-
gle, I marvel at the spirit of those miners.
Little incidents cling to my mind—Inci-
dents which show the fighting determina-
tion with which the miners carried on the
struggle.

On July 25, a 16 year old miners’
daughter was arrested on the company
patch near Castle Shannon. She sneaked
into the patch on the pretext of visiting
her aunt, but actually to distribute leaf-

lets. Company thugs could not prove
that she distributed the leaflets. They

charged her with trespassing. She noti-

fied the I. L. D. When asked if we
should send a lawyer to the trial she said,
“No use wasting money on them, I’ll take
care of myself.” As in all cases, the
squire was anxious to make a few dollars
and fined her $10.00 or 25 days. She
called up the I.L.D. again.

“What shall T do,” she asked.

“Well you know our policies on fines,”
we told her.

“O. K.” she answered in a determined
voice. But before we had a chance to
hang up, the squire grabbed the phone
from her hand and began to threaten to
send her to a detention home, etc. He
wanted the money. The jails were over-
crowded. He then put her back on the
phone.

“What shall I do?” she asked, not in
a voice of despair, but determined to do
what is right.

“He is trying to bulldoze you. Don’t
let him do it.”

“O. K.” was her answer.

The next day she came into the IL.D.
office raving mad. Some fool was afraid
the squire would carry out his threat and
so he collected the $10.00 and paid the
fine.

When the miners began to gather in
Washington for that never-to-be-forgotten
March upon the county courthouse, the

Children of striking miners in, the Pittsburgh area demonstrate with their fathers.
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chief of police and his whole force turned
out to prevent it. He offered all kinds
of excuses why. He will not allow the
march. Traffic cannot be blocked . . . no
permit was issued, etc., were his arguments
but when thousands of miners crowded
around him, miners with determined faces
warned him that if there will be any
trouble, the responsibility will be his, he
quickly realized that he was dealing with
workers who meant business. He forgot
all about traffic and permits. Not only
was the march begun, but he himself led
the procession, with trembling knees,
clearing the streets and asking which way
we wanted to go. 30,000 miners and un-
employed steel workers marched thru the
main streets singing “Solidarity” and
other workers’ songs, while the business
people turned pale with fear. Fear that
we would “break loose” and take food
for the hungry. From the business sec-
tion, the marchers went into the working
class neighborhood. What a different re-
ception. Workers, young and old joined
in the march. The women put water on
their steps for the marchers to quench
their thirst. We marched like a triumph-
ant army and were received by the work-
ers as heroes after a victorious battle.

The struggle is but temporarily over.
The bosses are trying to take vengeance.

Hundreds of miners are being railroad-
ed to jail as fast as the bosses’ courts can
grind out sham trials. One year, two
years, three years, six years. More than
300 face trial in the next few days.

The best elements, the most militant
miners are being thrown into filthy dun-
geons.

Vengeance! that’s what the coal opera-
tors are taking now!

Comrades, shall we desert these miners
now? Can we afford to let the bosses
take their vengeance?

Defend the coal miners, demand the
immediate release of Leo Thompson, Ed-
ward Sherwood, Anna Resefsky, Stelle
Rasefsky and all the persecuted miners.

Workers, rally to the support of the
persecuted coal miners. Demonstrate for
their release! Send telegrams of protest
to Governor Pinchot, rush funds for de-
fense to the National Office of the Inter-
national Labor Defense, Room 430, 80
East 11th Street, New York City. There

is no time to lose!



HELP THE CLASS WAR PRISONERS
IN FOREIGN LANDS AS WELL AS
IN THE U. S. A.

Tortures in Prison at Pinsk

In prison at Pinsk are 50 class-war prisoners,
among them ten women. Since September,
1931, we all went through one long line of
terrible tortures and beatings. Thecutor—a
prison warden—has changed the prison into
a Middle-Ages inquisition place. Every pris
on warden has a full authority and charge of
all prisoners, their life and death. They are
the ones, who are placing us together with
criminals, tipping them with food and drinks
and then inspiring them to beat us up. To
complain is useless, as this is an order given
by higher powers and the warden. If a pris-
oner gives or shows the slightest hint of dis-
satisfaction and complains, he is at once taken
to his cell, beaten up until he is unconscious.

To be a class war prisoner in Pinsk Prison,
means to face sooner or later death from
the hands of wardens or prison authorities.
War prisoners, P. Niewiadoniski, Rachmil
Tuchenajder and Jacob Machlina, have been
placed in criminal cells. To protest against
this action we went on a hunger strike, and
for punishment the warden poured boiling cof-
fee into prisoners’ noses, and behind their
necks. Prisoner Judel Kot was seriously beat-
en up by the warden, Sobieski. A day before
the Ist of May we were all transferred to-
gether with the criminals to one cell and se-
verely bneaten up by them. They have all
been paid for their work. The Ist of May,
warden Buchwald performed a bloody tor-
ture upon a woman, Comrade M. Tryniak,
who, exhausted and covered with blood, was
then thrown into the lavatory.

On the 3rd of May, Comrade J. Kot and
Ismul Kaplan were beaten up by Warden
Buchwald and Derengowski. When Comrade
Kot, lying feverish and exhausted on a cement
floor, asked for medical attention, they told
him: “You won’t die.” For three successive
days, prisoner Konopnicki was terribly beaten
up. They hit him with rubber pipes until
they fractured his eardrums. Five days later
they admitted to him a “felcher,” (in Polish
prisons we have doctor-barbers, called “felch-
ers” who know how to pull teeth, shave, cure
cows, horses and other animals — including
sick prisoners), who noticed that the prisoner
was in a very critical condition and ordered
him to be transferred to the hospital. But the
head-warden refused to carry out the order,
explaining that this was a case of a contagious
disease; he placed the prisoner in a separate
cell. Agata Niewiadoniska was severely beat-
en up for for refusing to wear prison clothing.

On the 12th of September, 39 prisoners—
new arrivals—had their heads shaved against

their will and were forced to wear prison
clothes. Six women were put in with pros-
titutes. They all protested, declaring a hun-
ger strike. Next day the warden forced them
to eat. All were beaten up, dragged on the
floor by their hair, locked for hours into the
lavatories. Stefant Szostakiewies was tied up
naked to a bench and beaten with wet towels.
A few days later the same thing was done to
others.

We are stating just a few facts of tortures,
which we prisoners of Pinsk must endure. You
can see plainly for yourselves, that the Fascist
Government and its administration are using
all efforts to kill physically and morally all
class war prisoners. We, comrades of Pinsk

prison, are asking all comrades and sympa-
thizers for help and aid in our struggle and
fight.—September 30, 1931.

1,250,000 of the population in the U.S.A. “live” behind

the bars. Class-war prisoners are given the most brutal

treatment. Above: Up-to-date hotel for workers. Prison at
Auburn, N. Y.

What shall she do? from the wife of a Wood-
lawn prisoner serving 5 years.
Aliquippa, Pa.
Dear Comrade Engdahl:
I went to see Pete Tuesday on a special
visit but they didn’t give us much time to
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talk. He is looking well. As for Resetar I
suppose you have received a telegram that he
is dead. Resetar had been a great friend to
Pete and I, and his death has been a shock.
I am laid up with a cold but I will try my
best to go to the funeral.

Iam going to ask IL.D. to send me at
least five dollars to pay on the insurance. I
haven’t paid on it for several months and the
man said that he would wait, like for this
month. I was so disappointed that I could
not give him the money.

I need clothing for both myself and the
children. As for myself, I don’t care but my
children must be clothed. It’s better to have
them clothed than to pay doctor bills and I
can hardly do either.

You know that we must eat, and I know
that the I.L.D. is doing their best towards me
but I don’t know how I’ll ever get along. I
can’t get no work, and even if I did there’s
no one to care for my children. My boy is
better but the other one is sick. What must
I do? I will close now. Hoping to hear
from you soon, ANNE MUSELIN.
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WORKERS OF THE U.S.A. HAIL THE USSR

Revolutionary Greetings from the
Chicago District of the I. L. D.

RUSSIAN WOMEN’S PROGRESSIVE
MUTUAL AID SOCIETY OF CHICAGO
greets the victorious Russian workers on the com-
pletion of the third year of the Five-Year Plan.

The members of the

Russian Williamsburg Branch ILD

send greetings to their brothers in the U S S R
on the successful fulfillment of the Five-Year
Plan.

Our branch will give its utmost support to
the three months’ plan of the New York Dis-
tricc  ILD.

POLISH TAM OF LEK
4848 S. Ashland Ave. Chicago, Ill.
Meets every Sunday at 10 A. M.

‘Greetings from

BARNETT BRANCH CHICAGO, I

Greetings from

S. Potapoff Dmitry Pozow
D. Trushinsky Jos. Morozoff
A. Popravkin Henry Grishuk
J. Patrick Sergei Tarosemich

Imperial Baking Co. N. Ewonow

Anton K. Harbin W. Gurski
W. Kowalsky E. Kogan
N. Haminick Sophia Wolpoff

Greetings from

JOE HILL BRANCH

Linna Fridman Sam Chaitman

A. Kravitz Nathan Povitz
D. Wolfman Rose Singer
J. Pearlman Hirsh Lindy
P. Rose Arankeltz

S. Burkewitz Stolowitz
J.  Markowitz P. Lerner

S. Bergman A. Horovitz
Emma Booth D. Krupe

Greetings to the Five-Year Plan

L W. O. Ladies’ Auxiliary

ST. PAUL, MINN.

Greetings to the Soviet Union

CENTRAL BRANCH, I. L. D.

ST. PAUL, MINN.

Greetings from

Evert & Katerin Muukkonen

MIKE OJALA

P. Milstein J. Mougianos
Mike Musich J. Toon

S. Barber M. Miller
L. Alvazeh I. Kramer

S. Bickel J. Eduk
Cristos Stefanon D. Pugatch
Wm. Shifter J. Sperbey

Jose Bracerse

Harry Fedorenchik
Sam Engelson

Harry Danis

Juan D’Pay Frank Blandon
Pilsky A. Abrameeff
S. Tsermegos A. Taranoff
H. Rubin A. Zarharoff
L. Vasvaros J. Klimchik
H. Dosik B. Dolinsky
L. Lardos F. Feldman
M. and T. Chudnow B. Rifkind
I. Tsirigotis K. Machachey
I. Jurman Z. Brody
C. Contogianis J. Kostrukoff
J. Krauss E. Mersoman

Office Workers Union

80 EAST 11th ST.,, NEW YORK CITY

H. Robbins J. Rubin
R. Lewis L. Chusid
R. Rosenblatt A. Borshay
E. Terolsky S. Schuster
B. Chuster R. Cxzutrin

Sara Villas Helen Zeisler

Greetings from

United Ukrainian Toilers

BRANCH 18
4959 Martin St. Detroit, Mich.

Greetings to the LABOR DEFENDER from

Branch No. 3, ILD, Chicago, Ill.

Mr. Koriakoff, SanFrancisco, Calif.

Andrew Studenic
Jos. Sturtecky

Anton Simek
Laurence Pavucek

Anton Michalek

On the 14th Anniversary of the
great Proletarian Revolution in Rus-
sia the Tractor Automobile Work-

School of America sends its
warm greetings to the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, to the
vanguard of the workers’ class, the
Communist Party of the USSR, and
to the leader of the workers of the
world, the Communist International,
as well as to all the workers and

peasants of the USSR.

TRACTOR-AUTOMOBILE
WORKERS’ SCHOOL
282 North Sixth Street

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Greetings from

Soo Chew Jan Branch ILD

NEW YORK CITY

Fraternal Greetings from
PAN-CYPRIAN BROTHER-
HOOD OF AMERICA, Inc.

Jacob Bailin Arma Goldenberg
H. Lerman Celia Rothenberg
J. Abrahams Helen Motris
Geo. Segal R. Melnick

Jack Brody M. Mays

Dave D. Winer Levitt

S. Resnick P. Brody

J. Levine M. A. Mill

S. Beresniak Z. Beller

H. Tuchinsky Z. Brody

Sam Lebowit H. Brody

Max Weiner Florence Steinberg
Piters Lena Steinberg

B. Itskowits Anna Albam

Ida Rosen Abe Schaiewits

Benny Goldenberg

Greetings
HERMAN L. BERG

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
635 First National Bank Bldg., Detroit, Michigan

‘Fraternal Greetings to the LABOR DEFENDER

Kaarmemaen, S. T. Yhdistys

CHASSELL, MICH.

Women’s Section, Mass, Mich.

Frank Baumbholts, Midvale, Ohio
F. Plotsky, Midvale, Ohio
V. Mrakovich, Midvale, Ohio
Mika Rakich, Midvale, Ohio
Duka Krivokuca W. Tagenblat

K. Vasilj Lucas Selishnik
Yakov Novta I. Ocksman
N. Durtevich A. Lorber
Yelksej Ivan Chas. Johnson
John Popa S. Schechlman
Ylaj Vosil J. Silberlicht
Wm. Kobrinsky H. Silverberg
Harry Matsger . Mrs. Tagenblatt
D. Bayer M. Wernick
A. Young Rose Greenberg
J. Goldstein David Grossman
B. Epstein Max Greenberg
P. Rekeils Sam Kerschensky
M. Meisner S. Wasserman
Leon Begish H. Geltman
A. Ranta A. Leffler
READ THE

EDUCATION WORKER

P. O. Box 79, Sta. D, NEW YORK CITY

We extend our greetings to the successful Five
Year Plan and the 14th Anniversary of the Rus-
sian Revolution.

F. SHOEMAKER

627 First Avenue SEATTLE, WASH.

Greetings on the Anniversary of the 14th Year .
of the Russian Revolution

G. D. BOROFF

KINSHAM COVE, ALASKA

John Reed Br. No. 48, T. D. A.

GREAT NECK, N. Y.

A. L. D. L. D. Branch No. 72

GREAT NECK, N. Y.

L. D. S. BRANCH 24

GREAT NECK, N. Y.

L. D. S. A. BRANCH 64

GREAT NECK, N. Y.

Lithuanian Workers Chorus

GREAT NECK, N. Y.

Hail the New Voice of

Revolutionary Unionism!

Subscribe to a new 32 page popular and
directive magazine of Revolutionary
Trade Unionism.

LABOR UNITY

Official Monthly Organ,
TRADE UNION UNITY LEAGUE

10c a copy $1.00 a year Bundle Orders
7¢c per copy

In combination with Labor Defender

new sub or renewal—$1.50 a year.

LABOR DEFENDER
80 East 11TH STREET New York City

Labor Unity Banquet & Entertainment

DECEMBER 5, 1931, at 7 P. M.
MANHATTAN LYCEUM, 66 E. 4th St., N.Y.C.
WM. Z. FOSTER J L. ENGDAHL will speak

F. DUNNE, Toastmaster

Price 50 Cent.r Dinner $1.00
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6 Years of the

LABOR DEFENDER
January, 1932

In that period 1,800,000 copies of the LaBor DEFENDER have carried
the call of class war prisoners to the workers of America—both North

and South.

7 The LaBor DEFENDER has now reached a steady circulation of 35,000 Gem'({lﬂ
WAR in the COAL FiELps | t© 40,000 readers monthly. The subscribers inform us that no less than

By WM. Z. FOSTER five individuals read each LaBor Derenper. In other words, between
sco‘rrnono's AESEIMONY 175,000 and 200,000 workers learn monthly of capitalist justice through
the LaBor DerFENDER. official organ of the I. L. D. We are driving for
50,000 circulation monthly by February.

, ".LIL ]
Fustl(e,/A

Next month this magazine reaches its sixth year!
Mark the Anniversary!
* * * *
WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO HELP THE DEFENDER?
Here is what you can do.

1. Hold parties, affairs, concerts, etc., in January for the Lasor
DEFENDER.
2. Each reader get a subscriber.

3. Get a bundle each month for your union local, or whatever
organization you belong to.

* * * *
LaBor DEereNDER
80 E. 11th St., New York City
I want to help the LaBor DerenDEr reach its goal of
50,0000 circulation by February. I am therefore

1. Sending $1 for a year’s subscription

2. Ordering a bundle of copies each month

3. Contributing §.________ so you can send LaBor De-
FENDER free to those strike zones where workers cannot
pay.

My name

Address . s A <




AID CLASS WAR PRISONERS! ..
SCOTTSBORO, SAN QUENTIN
HARLAN, Etc. CALL TO YOU

In a score of prisons throughout the United
States over ome hundred long-term class-war
prisoners, white and Negro, are spending their
long days, months and years. Their families are
shivering of cold, and starving to death.

You Must Support the Class War
Prisoners Winter Aid Campaign!

The workers who dared to fight against unemployment, wage-cuts,
and lay-offs, demanding immediate relief for unemployed, demanding
jobs for real wages, fight against the bosses’ war preparations and
for defense of Soviet Union, are being sentenced to imprisonment for
years and many for life-time, others face the electric chair.

REMEMBER TOM MOONEY, HARLAN MINERS, SCOTTSBORO
NEGRO BOYS AND MANY OTHERS!

These workers are the martyrs of our class struggle! They are not
asking for charity, tears and “glory!” They are asking our
SOLIDARITY on the national and international scale. They ask
support for their starving families. They ask all workers to unite
and demand AMNESTY for all class war prisoners. Let us unite!
We must not let the families of our prisoners starve!

OUR AIM IS TO RAISE AT LEAST $10,000 THROUGH
THE WINTER AID CAMPAIGN FOR CLASS-WAR
PRISONERS! We are appealing to all workers, working
farmers and sympathizers, and their organizations to
CONTRIBUTE FOR THIS CAMPAIGN FUND AS MUGH
AS POSSIBLE!

Let us use proletarian competition in this campaign!

The International Labor Defense is regularly sending, out of its
meagre funds, money to prisoners and their families. The third winter
of hunger is here and money is essential for the wives and children
of the prisoners, facing hunger, eviction and cold. Money is badly
needed for BREAD, COAL and RENT for these families. We must
also help class-war prisoners in foreign lands and in Wall Street’s
colonies.

The International Labor Defense is calling upon large masses of
workers and' sympathizers to give their support NOW!

RUSH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
WINTER AID CAMPAIGN FUND
THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE

80 East 11th Street, Room 430,
New York, N. Y.
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