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BLEEDING 
MEXICO 

By DAVID BRUCE 

(The author of this remarkable article writes: 
"This is my third attempt to get some stuff 
through to the Review, and the good God alone 
knows if this will get out of the country. It is 
strictly against the law down here to send out 
articles uncensored. I'd as soon lose my right 
arm as allow these fellows here to censor my 
stuff. I believe I am spotted anyway. The 
penalty if caught is instant deportation at the 
nearest port of entry or the firing squad. I 
·have no firing squad ambitions.) 

W ALL STREET WANTS IN
TERVENTION B E F 0 R E 
THE EUROPEAN WAR IS 
OVER. If intervention comes 

now while the hands of France and Britain 
are tied, the American interests have more 
chance to get all their feet in the trough. 

Mexico is an immensely rich country. It 
has well been called the treasure house of 
the world. 

It heads the nations in the production of 
silver. 

It is second (next to the U. S.) in the 
production of copper. 

It is third in the production of oil, and 
its oil wells have only begun to be de
veloped. 

MEXICAN LIBERTY BELL 
It First Rang Out for Liberty in September, 1810. 

In 1896 It Was Removed to the National Palace. 

It is fourth in the production of gold. 
Its agricultural resources can hardly even 

be estimated. They have not been devel
oped in the past because the owners of the 
great haciendas would not permit it. 

The northern country is the last great 
cattle range. It soon will be feeding beef to 
the world. 

The west coast is a garden that makes 
California seem a desert, and along which, 
I believe, every fruit in the world can be 
grown. 

The people, the plain people, forget these 
things. But the Interests don't, not for a 
minute. 

There are Americans at work just now 
buying up every acre of Mexican land they 
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can lay their paws on. Naturally they can 
buy it cheaply just now;' naturally much of 
the selling is done by owners who have 
tears in their hearts. 

If a real revolution of the people should 
not come, and intervention should, so these 
birds of prey would be permitted to go 
ahead, they'll own the whole blamed coun
try by the time this i~ over. And they'll 
have bought it at bargain prices in the time 
of Mexico's agony, and will be holding on 
to it by grace of the government of the 
United States. 

Magon said that Mexico never would 
know herself until the people won back the 
land. There will be no land left for them 
to win unless the people rise. 

Incidentally, Mexico is NOT a Spanish
American republic. It is a mixture of a lot 
of weird things, and its population today 
consists of 6,000,000 odd Indians, 6,000,000 
odd half-breeds, and about 2,500,000 whites, 
or gentlemen claiming to be whites. 

Ever since Cortez; Mexico has been an 
exploited country. 

First it was the Spaniards. Then it 
was the whole ba;iling of the nations of 
western Europe. Now it is the Americans 
chiefly, the British next, and the French a 
bad third. 

Between them, these three countries have 
seized all the oil wells, all the silver and 
gold mines, all the copper and zinc mines, 
all the good lumber in the country, and have 
secured a controlling grip on the banks and 
railroads. Therefore, of course, these three 
nations have been the real rulers of the 
country. 

In the oil fields, what was inevitable in 
view of the American and British oil 
monopolies happened. There was war be
tween Standard Oil and the Cowdrays, a 
war of bribery, of nasty, mean underhand
edness. 

When the revolution broke out, this war 
took a new tack. Cowdray would back one 
faction; 26 Broadway promptly backed the 
other. Cowdray had the British govern
ment protest something; 26 Broadway had 
the heavy hand of the American govern
ment displayed. The Guggenheim interests, 
the silver and lumber trusts, took a similar 
course. 

The revolution thus was quite pleasing 
in its initial stages to the Big Interests. 
Each one had pleasing visions of the side 
they had backed winning, and of new con-

cessions, new loot. But when they discov
ered that they could not, with all their 
money, control the revolution, when money 
began to drop, when property was de
stroyed, the Big Interests began to squeal 
like stuck pigs. 

It is they who are squealing now. 
And the question I wish to ask even those 

who bow down before the god of property 
is this: 

Did not the Big Interests lose for them
selves and for all their countrymen the right 
to squeal over the destruction of property 
the day they first gave money to a revolu
tionist, . the day they first took sides? 
W ottldn't you feel that way about it if you 
were a Mexican? 

These questions are for property wor
shippers alone, however. The thing for 
the American people to remember is that 
it IS the Big Interests who are doing the 
squealing. It is they who are digging up 
stories of outrages, that usually happen in 
far places. It is they who raise such awful 
yelps about the death of an American, to 
whom they would have refused a job or a 
crust of bread while alive. It is they who 
-at a very late date, if all they say be true 
-have discovered that the Mexican people 
are starving, and it is their newspapers 
which doubtless have been weeping buckets 
of tears over that just now. It is they who 
want "benevolent intervention." 

If I saw any hope that "benevolent inter
vention" would do one iota of good for the 
Mexican people, I might hold my peace. 
But I cannot. 

What could it do? Set up a Diaz-like dic
tatorship, upheld only by American arms. 
Any improvements accomplished under 
such conditions would be swallowed with 
the bitter gall that only the conquered know, 
with the hate with which German was 
swallowed in Alsace. And when the Amer
ican troops were withdrawn, the improve
ments would be torn down, not because 
they were improvements, but because they 
were the handiwork of the conqueror. 
Retrogression instead of progress ! 

And would the American troops be with
drawn? Or would they find the leaving of 
Mexico as bard as they now are finding the 
leaving of the Philippines? 

I am very much in earnest about the 
situation here. I want to do what I can to 
prevent any chance of intervention, and I 
know that the pressure of intervention is 
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being increased steadily at Washington, and 
that if Wilson does not yield it will be made 
a campaign issue. 

In his speech at Indianapolis last January, 
President Wilson said : · 

"Until the end of the Diaz reign, 80% of 
the people of Mexico never _had a look-in in 
determining what their government should 
be. . 

"It is none of my business, p.nd it is none 
of yours how they go about the business. 

"The country is theirs. The government 
is theirs. The liberty, if they can get it
and God speed them in getting it-is theirs. 
And so far as my influence goes, while I am 
president, nobody .sha~l interfere with. them." 

I believe. that 1s a correet quotation,. al
though I would not swear to it, and it seems 
to me that it puts the truth very clearly in 
all the words necessary .. But since then the 
situation has been clouded up by the va
rious gentlemen who have interests there, 
and who seem to have brought Wilson 
around to thinking that the business of the 
Mexicans IS his business. I wish Wilson 
would repeat that message, that promise, to
day, and would insert in it this sentence: . 

"THE FOOD, IF THEY CAN IT-

AND GOD SPEED THEM IN GET
TIN G-IS THEIRS." 

For the food is right here in Mexico. It 
may be there are some cities, some districts 
without it. But there is enough food i~ 
Mexico today to feed the entire population. 

Of course, it may be that the Big Amer
ican Interests do fear an immediate rising 
of the people. And I know that they fear 
the possibility of that, and long have feared 
the possibility of that, with a deadly fear. 
They are not afraid of organized military 
bands, which can be treated. with, and 
which, as a last resort, can be bought. But 
they have feared the rising of the whole 
people with the shuddering fear that shuts 
its eyes before the coming of the feared. 
They have admitted its possibility, but never 
its probability. 
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Assuredly, if a rising be near, they have 
cause for fear. For, if the people rise, 
much blood will be shed and much property 
destroyed. When a people long oppressed, 
long held in darkest ignorance, .once feel the 
power of killing those who held them down, 
it is likely to go to their heads, and they to 
excess. 

The question is : Is it more worth while 
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to permit the sudden shedding of a river of 
wealthy blood and destruction of property 
in order to free a whole people, or to pre-· 
vent this and by so doing perpetuate a sys
tem that takes its toll in men, women and 
children, in art, education and progress, 
ANNUALLY? 

It seems to me there can be only one an
swer. 

So I choose the side of Revolution. Two 
years ago if someone had asked me 
whether I favored peaceful evolution or red 
revolt, I think I should have answered 
"peaceful evolution" without a moment's 
hesitation. Now . . . 

Well take the Colorado situation : Was 
violenc~ justified there? . . 

I think it safe to say that the real Mextcan 
revolution started considerably over four 
years ago with the writings of a group of 
journalists headed by Magan. 

This beginning was intellectual only, and 
affected only the intellectuals. It never 
touched the 80%. Perhaps some whisper 
of it penetrated to mine or hovel. But if so, 
I am sure the peon who heard the whisper 
shuddered and shrank away from this at
tack on established things, which, being es
tablished must assuredly be right, and 
which u~questionably would punish this 
sacrilegious writer in a fearsome way. 

A MEXICAN HAT PEDDLER 

Then, four years ago, Madero crossed the 
Rio Grande, and a revolution of action was 
begun. 

(We will leave the state of Chihuahua 
and parts of states bordering it out of this 
for the present. I'll deal with them later.) 

But Madero's rising was in no sense a 
rising of the people. Madero was not of 
the people. He was a rich man, of a power
ful family, who, having seen the light (and, 
perchance, some misty something to his own 
advantage) promised to give the people 
freedom. His followers were a small num
ber of intellectuals and men of wealth like 
himself and a band of adventurers ready to 
follow 'any flag if the rewards promised 
seemed great enough. But the people did 
not rise. The people were too awed;· too 
afraid, too crushed,· too used to the dark
ness of the pit of ignorance wherein they 
had been held, to be able to come at once 
into the light. 

Madero ruled, and was assassinated. But 
the people did not rise. Came other leaders 
-Huerta, Gutierrez, Carranza, Villa, Zap
ata. None of these are leaders of the peo
ple. They are leaders of organized bands 
of armed men. True, many of these men . 
and their followers represent the people, 
many more than in Madero's day. I grant 
they may mean to free the people, according 
to their several lights. 

But here I want to ask the question, 
which is the most vital one to Mexico today, 
a question that ought t~ be put to. every 
American who has anythmg to do wtth the 
Mexican question, or who even considers 
that question : 

Can anyone free a people? 
I do not believe so; I believe a people 

must free itself. 
Do you remember the French revolution? 

Do you remember how, precedingit, Prince 
and Due, Comte and Vicomte, rose in revolt 
"to free the people"? 

And the French people were not freed? 
Were not freed until the day that the 

wolf, Hunger, took them by the throat and 
they rose in their might and freed them
selves through a river of blood I 

Has ever a people been freed by different 
method? Has ever a people, 1ong oppressed 
and kept ignorant, found the courage to free 
themselves until they knew the wolf? 

I think not. 
Chihuahua is a state of mountains and 

plateaus, of canons and vast spaces, remind-
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ing one more of Arizona, New Mexico or 
Colorado than of Mexico. Its geography 
and climate has had its influence on the 
people, who always have been freer of spirit 
than those of the rest of Mexico. Also, out
side of the mining districts clustered around 
the city of Chihuahua, the population is 
sparse. So it came that here in the north 
the revolution was a success almost from 
the beginning. To a great extent the people 
rose. The government was overthrown, a 
new government established. The land was 
seized. The peons were given freedom, and 
acquired shoes and meat and good clothes. 
Schools multiplied at an astonishing rate. 

The new government was, and is, stable. 
That is: it is stable to this extent: There is 
no one within this territory so far as I know 
who wishes to raise the banner of revolt. 
Of course, it is open to attack by Carran
zistas and the Huertistas and Cientificos, 
who recently have gathered like buzzards at 
El Paso. But internally, the state is at 
peace, and the people, with more money in 
their pockets than ever they had before, 
have been going about their business, 
planting their crops and refusing flatly to 
work for American mine owners at the 
wages offered. 

Chihuahua knows no starvation today, al-
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though the drop in money, due to Villa's de
feats, has hit them hard. Still, even with 
the peso worth only two and nine-tenth 
cents, the people have more money than they 
had six years ago. 

These facts regarding Chihuahua have 
helped to strengthen my opposition to inter
vention:. 

Granting the influence of geography and 
climate here, which is lacking in the south, 
surely what has proved possible for the 
Mexicans of the north is possible for the 
Mexicans of the south. But it can become 
so only thru their own exertions. 

There are lSO,<XlO men now under arms 
in the republic of Mexico. 

There are 15 million Mexican people. 
Keep these figures in mind and then face 

the big fact that the Money Power in the 
United States has a greater grip on the 
country and on the freedom of the people 
than has the Money Power in France to
day. It is true that because of the traditions 
of the country, the Money Power in the 
United States has been afraid to work 
openly. But it has worked, and during the 
last fifty years it slowly has tightened its 
grip, and has stolen right after right of the 
people, while at the same time it has laid 
the foundations of imperial power by hav-
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ing more and more "rights of property" 
written into the statutes. 

NO NATION CAN HELP ANOTHER 
NATION TO DECIDE A MORAL 
QUESTION BY THE USE OF FORCE, 
ANY MORE THAN ONE CAN RE:. 

DEEM A DRUNKARD BY BEATING 
HELL OUT OF HIM. 

Therefore the people of Mexico should be 
left strictly alone to straighten out their 
own morals, as President Wilson promised 
they should be left alone last January. 

The Railway Workers" Po-wer 
By W. W. CRAIK. 

Of the Central La1our College, England 

The Need for Power 

It should now be a self-evident truth 
that the workers of all branches of our 
industrial system require organization be
cause they need power. They need power 
in order to resist and remove the yoke of 
capitalist oppression. The isolated individ
ual is powerless. He can find power only 
as an associated individual. He can be
come strong only in and through powerful 
organizations. 

The Need of Increasing Power 
Capital grows in magnitude. As it be

comes bigger it presses more heavily upon 
the workers. In the railway industry this 
process of growth is well marked. The 
many small railway companies that once 
existed have become absorbed in a few 
large concerns. The system of railway 
working has become so perfected, by means 
of machinery and science, that the railway 
workers can be exploited much more in
tensely. Wages have fallen, on the one 
hand, in relation to the prices · of food, 
clothing and shelter, while, on the other 
hand, they have fallen in relation to the 
greater expenditure of energy through 
speeding up. It follows, therefore, that the 
workers employed in the railway industry 
require increasing power in order to effec
tively meet the increasing pressure. 

The Road to Power 
Organizations are not ends in themselves. 

They are means to the end of a fuller and 
freer life. The mere existence of a cer
tain kind of organization does not justify 
its existence. The test of justification is: 
How far can that form of organization 

meet the needs of men? If this test is not 
fulfilled, then, no matter how hoary the 
structure may be, no matter what may have 
been its merits in the past, the hour of its 
dissolution has sounded. 

The National Union of Railwaymen is a 
modern form of industrial organization. It 
marks a departure from the old and still 
existing type. It is an advance upon that 
type. It was not created out of the brain 
of any single individual, but has been be
gotten by the conditions of modern indus
trial development. The logic of the N. U. 
R. is the logic of the industrial process. 

So long as men are blind to the realities 
of their experience in the present> just so 
long do they oppose the old to the new : 
things as they have been to things that 
begin to be. Sooner or later, they are 
compelled to awaken to the necessity which 
is no respecter of human prejudices or an
cient institutions, and to adopt that which 
they previously despised and rejected. 
These delays are wasteful. Working-class 
education shortens the process of transition. 

Craft U nionisrn Examhted 
At the present time the dispute has de

veloped between the old order of organiza
tion and the new; between organization 
·upon the basis of craft and organization 
upon the basis of industry. Apart from 
the miners, who stand pledged to the new 
policy, the conflict has become acute be·
tween the craft unions and the National 
Union of Railwaymen. The N. U. R. is 
an organization based upon the principle 
of one union for all workers engaged in 
the railway industry. The craft unions, 
on the other hand, are based upon the prin-
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ciple of separate organizations according to 
the special detail operations in which the 
men are exclusively engaged, and regard
less of the other detail operations with 
which they are directly connected. That 
is to say-whether masons work without 
or within the railway industry, they shall 
all be organized in the masons' union; 
whether coachmakers work without or 
within the railway industry, they shall only 
oe eligible for the coachmakers' union; and 
so on. 

An industry is distinguished by the fact 
that it turns out a particular product, which 
is sold by the owners of that industry, and 
from the sale of which the profits are de
rived. Each industry embraces a greater 
or lesser number of processes, all of which 
represent successive stages in the produc
tion of the finished commodity. The latter, 
then, is the final result of a whole series 
of connected operations. It is a common 
product, the product of the common labor 
of all workers within the industry. 

The lines of craft run thru an industry, 
cross its boundaries and extend into other 
industries. On the other hand, the new 
principle of organization describes a circle, 
identical with that described by the single 
industry which turns out a single com
modity. 

For example: A bricklayer building the 
walls of a workman's dwelling is engaged 
with carpenters and others in the Building In
dustry in turning out a saleable product-a 
house. A carpenter, engaged upon the Rail
way, works in co-operation with bricklayers, 
blacksmiths, platelayers, drivers, guards, and 
others in the Railway Industry, to produce the 
saleable finished article-Railway Transport. 

So much for the productive side of the 
process. Organization upon the basis of 
industry harmonizes with the groupings of 
production. It organizes men as they 
work. It combines in organization those 
workers who directly combine in produc
tion. Organization upon the basis of craft, 
however, splits up into independent sec
tions the directly cooperating producers. 
It takes to pieces that which, in produc
tion, is an organic whole. 

How Workers Are Exploited 
There is, however, another side of capi

talism to be considered. Under this sys
tem, the producer is exploited. He must 
not only expend labour for the production of 

some service or article. He must, at the 
same time, allow the owners of capital to 
appropriate the greater part of the value 
which he produces, without return. He is 
an unpaid worker to that extent. This 
unpaid labour of railway workers, for ex
ample, is the source of the railway com
panies' profits. 

Now, just as the commodity is the 
result of the common labour of all sections 
of workmen in the same industry, so are 
the pro fits realized in money thru the sale 
of that commodity, extracted from the 
common unpaid labour of aU the directly
combining sections. It is not the capital
ists of the building industry who directly 
exploit the masons, carpenters, plumbers, 
etc., working in the. railway industry. It is 
not the capitalists in the industry producing 
coaches or other vehicles directly for sale, 
who exploit the workmen making coaches 
for railway companies. If the railway 
companies bought their coaches from the 
concerns in the coach-building industry, 
then certainly the workmen building these 
coaches should belong to the single union 
organizing that industry. Where, however, 
they are employed in the railway industry, 
they should belong to the N. U. R. 

Organization upon the basis of industry 
not only organizes men as they work, but 
organizes them alsQ as they are immedi
ately exploited. It adapts itself to modern 
capitalism in two ways: to the collective 
production, and to the collective exploita
tion. It is the economic fact of exploita
tion that compels men to organize at all. 
Organization upon the basis of craft, how
ever, dismembers the collectively exploited 
whole. It cuts in pieces the various meltl
bers, tears sections of workmen out of their 
industrial context, and destroys the force 
of the totality. By dividing men in that 
way, it weakens their resisting power. 

Craft Union Anarchy 
The president of the N. U. R. cited the 

case, at the Trade Union Congress ( 1915} 
at Bristol, of a certain railway shop where 
216 grades were employed by a single rail
way company, and for which 82 craf~ 
unions catered. That is craft unionism in 
all its anarchy! Is such a state of affairs 
worthy of preservation? Is it a condition 
of organization that is likely to secure the 
best for every one of those 216 grades? 
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The only people that are served by this 
senseless situation are the railway com
panies who realize that so long as we are 
divided, the more easy it is to defraud us. 
When the N. U. R. has sought to raise 
the status of shopmen upon the railways, in 
the course of negotiations, it is the repre
sentatives of railway capital who at once 
point out such cases as the one referred 
to above, and who give it as a reason why 
they cannot negotiate shopmen's conditions 
with the N. U. R. It is for the shopmen 
to make such a reason impossible. 

The craft union representatives, in op
posing the policy of the N. U. R., have 
urged as a reason for that opposition the 
low rates paid to artisans upon the railway 
as compared to the rates prevailing for the 
same class of work outside the railway. 
That is true, but what does it prove? It 
proves that there has been something wrong 
with the craft unions that now claim these 
men. It is only the existence of theN. U. 
R., and the fact that the N. U. R. has 
begun to organize these men, that makes 
it . possible even for these craft unions to 
bring forward the claim. If shopmen are 
wise, they will join the organization that 
can give them the greatest power, and, as a 
consequence, the greatest results. 

Scientific Organization 

It has been urged by certain craft union 
leaders that the N. U. R. policy will split 
the workers into small groups. What is 

. that policy? The substitution of one sin
gle union in place of the 82 unions in the 
illustration given. Is that splitting into 
small groups, or is it not precisely the 
opposite? 

Railway companies do not run their busi
ness on craft union lines. They each have 
one single composite control over the whole 
industry. They unite all their departments 
on the basis of industry. The organiza
tion of workmen which is to be systematic 
and successful is the one that embraces the 
workers of all departments under one sin
gle control. 

The craft union representatives say "Let 
us federate!" But why, if craft unions 
are all powerful, should there be any need 
for federation? Either the craft union is 
powerful enough, in which case federation 
is not required, or federation is required 

because the craft union is not powerful 
enough. This plea of federation proves 
the weakness of craft unionism. As for 
federation, it is only a half-hearted at
tempt at unity, and gives no guarantee of 
united action, for the reason that it leaves 
the craft autonomy of each union undis
turbed. Federation, time and again, has 
broken down because one or two craft 
unions backed out. It allows a minority 
to frustrate the aims of the majority. There 
is only one way to permanently unite, and 
that is-to act as one. 

That way is the way of organization by 
industry. Instead of fostering a state of 
things which allows one section to be pitted 
against another section in the same in
dustry, either in the process of negotia
tions, or in a strike, it gives to each section 
the united support of every other section. 

Get Together 

We invite our fellow-railwaymen em
ployed in the shops, and in other br<!-nches 
of the railway industry, to consider this 
question : Which is the most powerful 
union? The craft union catering for only 
one department in the railway industry, or 
is it the N. U. R. catering for every de
partment, and capable of paralyzing every 
department of that industry? Which is t~e 
most effective in negotiating your claims? . 
Is it by means of 82 different craft unions 
negotiating separately with a single railway 
company, or is it by the single union repre
senting every grade of worker in the em
ploy of that railway company? There can 
only be · one reasonable answer: the an
swer, that all those who in common are 
subject to the oppression of railway capi
tal,. should, in common, resist that oppres
sion. 

The times are troubulous, and the future 
is full of momentous issues for the workers 
in general. In the battles that will be 
fought, the victory can alone be to the 
scientifically organized unions; to the or
ganizations founded upon an industrial 
basis. Let not the fog of prejudice bedim 
our eyes, but let us now marshal together, 
and stand together as railway workers, 
ready to fight with modern equipment 
against a common enemy and in a common 
cause-One in production !-One in exploi
tation ! !-One in. organization ! ! ! 
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In the Anthracite Hills 
By ROBERT MINOR 

Courtesy of the Newspaper Enterprise Association. 

BEFORE starting for the anthracite 
coal fields to investigate and pic
ture for the REVIEW such condi
tions as might account for a threat

ened strike of tremendous size, I cast 
about New York City for a "tip." 
~'WHY, THEY HAVE PIANOS IN 

T H E I R HOUSES!" exclaimed one 
wealthy coal stockholder. They imagine 
that big war profits are accruing and they 
greedily snatch for a part. They are 
making a good living and more; now they 
want money to blow in on luxuries." 

In the outskirts of Scranton lies the 
little mining settlement of Underwood. 
Winning the confidence of a mine mule 
driver, I went to visit some miners under 
his guidance. 

The first home I entered was that of a 
Pole, living in a company house. 

6811 

"Have you a piano?" I asked. He 
looked at me quizzically. 

"This ain't no place to keep a piano," 
he said, pointing to the front door, where 
a split up the middle admitted both day
light and whistling wind. 

It was cold inside. The back door was 
a barn door, so crudely hanging in its 
place as to show a bit of landscape thru 
the crack. 

The house is built of one thickness of 
lumber with a little plaster inside. 

The miner explained that he papered 
the house and partly floored it himself, 
the place as turned over to the renter by 
the company having the bare earth for a 
portion of its floor. 

These company houses - each four 
rooms and a lean-to--:::are built in' a dis
mal row, all exactly alike. 



COMPANY OWNED SHACKS IN THE OUTSKIRTS OF SCRANTON, PA. 



MINERS' "HOMES" NEAR HAZELTON, PA. NEIGHBORHOOD HYDRANT AND ITALIAN CHURCH. NO 
COMMUNITY IS TOO POOR TO SUPPORT A FAT PRIEST 

Asked where his water supply was, the 
miner opened the door and pointed down 
the hill to a pump. 

"That is the water supply for eight 
houses," he said. 

Sewage systems are unheard of. The 
vast majority of the houses would just 
about do for barns. They are not rented 
to "iaborers," as "laborers" (miners' as
sistants) are not able to pay the rent. 

When the union itself tried to get the 
Underwood miners to wait, they threw 
down their tools, left the old union, and 
called upon Joseph J. Ettor of the I. W. 
W. to organize them. 

So, it isn't a desire for "pianos and 
such" that causes the trouble in the coal 
fields. 

But, as one Irish miner said to me, 
"Ain't a miner got a right to a piano?" 

It is well worth noting that the I. W. 
W. is organizing in unorganized towns, 
often where the workers permitted the 
old union to expire because of their lack 
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of faith in its ability to accomplish any
thing for them. Since August, 1915, the 
I. W. W. has kept organizers and speak
ers in the Scranton district. The results 
were shown in the first I. W. W. conven
tion at Old Forge, on Sunday, Feb. 6. 
Ten towns and twelve locals and branches 
were represented by 46 delegates. 

The strike thruout this section has been 
on for over four weeks. The coal barons 
at Durrea, Dupont and Old Forge have 
thrown up the sponge, settled with the 
I. W. W. and _the miners are back again 
on the job. At Greenwood there are sev
eral hundred still out. The spirit of so
lidarity among the Polish and Italian min
ers is splendid. About one hundred men 
have gone back into the mines under the 
protection of deputies, but there were 
very few miners among these scabs. 

In a report of the Greenwood strike, 
the Scranton Time'S of Friday, Feb. 25, 
prints the following: 

"There is a very peculiar situation in 
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Greenwood, as shown by the· duebills of 
the striking miners, most of their laborers 
receiving more money." 

A duebill, it may be explained, is a bill 
to the miner, showing amounts due to 
him after the company has deducted all 
the charges against his earnings. 

"The laborers won't work for less than 
two dollars a day, and miners who showed 
duebills at the meeting yesterday had 
anywhere from 31 cents to $19.38 coming 
to them. 

Anthony Petrosky, who is number 159 
on the company's roll, worked eight days. 
He was out of the mines several days 
because of the death of a child at his 
home. It was the intention of Petrosky 
to pay something on the funeral account 
when he received his wages. His due
bill showed him entitled to $2.51 for the 
eight days. He told his story at the meet
ing yesterday. 

"Ludwig Cling was another to tell his 
story during the session. There are seven 

in his family, and he has been mining for 
some time. His number is 160. His 
earnings for two weeks amounted to 
$24.31. The deductions included three 
kegs of powder, cost of sharpening tools, 
ton of coal, and $14, which was paid his 
laborer. His balance was 31 cents. 

"Some of the duebills shown at the 
meeting yesterday. follow, most of them 
being for two weeks' work : 

"Miner No. 157 earned $7.67, and the 
deductions were $7.75, leaving him in debt 
8 cents to the company. 

"Miner No. 159 worked eight days and 
received $2.51, and one ton of coal. Claims 
to have been cheated out of $17.91. Same 
miner for a previous two weeks received 
8 cents. 

"Miner No. 518 worked nine days, got 
out ten cars of coal and earned $38.51. 
The deductions were $40.49, and his net 
earnings wer~ $8.02. His laborer re-

. ceived $14." 
Under the company store system, a very 
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close imitation of chattel slavery was Inquiry brings out that the cost of 
shrewdly maintained. A trip thru the household supplies in the region have in
anthracite hills brings one into contact creased in the same time between 4{) and 
with men who, in the old days, worked SO per cent. Rents have gone up 4{) per 
years for coal companies without once cent in Scranton in the past 15 years, ac: 
receiving a piece of actual money-a!- cording to the miners' figures, and they 
ways in debt to the company without say the companies charge employes 75 
hope of release or even the power to rebel. per cent more for their household coal. 
They simply were doled out what a black It is easy to see where the 26 per cent 
slave received before the civil war-their wage increase goes. 
board and clothes. Mine jargon divides the miners into 

The strike of 1900 swept that form of two classes-"pets" and "suckers." 
slavery away-ALMOST. It still per- The "pets"-who, the miners claim, are 
sists in the Scranton region among the chosen for their loyalty to the union
smaller coal companies. get jobs at "robbing pillars," which means 

The regulations abolishing the system tearing out the solid masses of coal which 
are now evaded by the simpl~ means of are left standing till the last to hold up 
putting those miners who do not trade · the roof. This enables the favored one 
at the company store to work in places to make $75 or $80 in two weeks. 
where they cannot get out enough clean * * * 
coal to make a living. Of course, the min- "I want to fight!" 
ers are "free". to trade where they please. This is the answer I got from a hard 

But· why do the miners want more coal miner to my question as to living 
money? Strikes of the past · have conditions in the anthracite fields of Penn
raised their pay about 26 per cent. sylvania. This man has been working 
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near Wilkesbarre and living in a company 
house 18 years. He has four children. 

"vVhat do you want to fight about?" I 
asked. 

"For straight pay for every pound of 
coal I cut, instead of being docked a quar
ter or a half-car for a few fragments of 
rock in the coal." 

The man who said he wanted to fight 
was in a saloon, drinking beer. I won
dered whether to take him seriously. 

·Then he invited me to ·his house; After 
ten minutes in that windy shack, let to 
him by his employers, I wondered why 
he didn't spend ALL his time in the sa
loon! He was a very sober fellow. 

The liquor question is made much of 
in that district. Some of the miners' 
union organizers told me a crusade 
against alcohol is strongly backed by 
mine operators every time there is a 
threat of labor troubles. 
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"It's to give the men something to· 
blame instead of the boss," said one. "The 
operators pick any movement that has a 
respectable look and back it up, trying to 
make the miners place their hopes there 
instead of in the union. 

"Right now there is an evangelist go
ing at it hammer and tongs, diverting the 
men's minds from the impending strike." 

"What makes you think it has anything 
to do with the proposed mine trouble?" I 
asked. 

"Because all the coal operators are 
footing the bills for the revivals." 

The whole of life there seems to center 
around coal. Even the medical profes
sion is not untouched. The compensa
tion law of Pennsylvania requires the 
companies to pay the medical expenses 
of an inj~red miner tb the extent of $25. 
or for a major surgical operation,. $75. 

The miner is to receive SO per cent 
of his wages for the time he is incapaci-

tated after. the first 14 days. 
Well, the companies hire the doctors, 

many of whom, the miners say, are so 
solicitous of their employers' interests as 
to declare the injured men capable of 
working at the end of the first 14 days, 
so he receives nothing. 

But why are not these difficulties at
tended to by the conciliation board 
appointed for that purpose? They 
are-IN THE COURSE OF TIME. 
That is, a miner complains of injustice of 
treatment or unfair discharge and waits 
for a decision several months. When the 
decision finally comes, even tho it may 
declare him in the right, the miner gen
erally receives no compensation for time 
lost. 

It seems as tho all the machinery of 
law and agreement, built to protect the 
coal miners, either clogs or breaks down. 
He clings to the last reliance in which he 
has hope-the union. 

Southern Folk-Poem 
On off days, the working class men in the 

mountains of Tennessee sing this: 

"The rain it rained and the wind it blew; 
"The hail it hailed and snow it snew ; 
"And I was 400 miles from home." 

"When I die, bury me deep ; 
"Tell all the gamblers I'm gone to sleep; 
"Put a pair of bones in my right hand 
"And I'll throw a seven in the promised 

land." 

"I was drunk last night, my darlin' ; 
"I was drunk the night before; 
"But if you'll forgive me, my darlin', 
"I'll never get drunk no more." 



NATIONALISM~ INTERNATIONALISM 
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A View From England 

By H. CARPENTER 

T HE question of the relations of Na
tionalism an d Internationalism 
has occupied the attention of so

cialists and others during the war, 
and it is likely soon to become a burning 
question. There are mainly two schools 
of thought on this subject, those who hold 
that Nationalism and Internationalism are 
harmonious and complimentary, and those 
who hold that they are antagonistic and 
mutually exclusive. Immediate discus
sion in the light of the probable effects of 
the war is necessary, and it is with that 
object that the following is written. 

During wartime the warring nations 
are more or less knit together by mutual 
self-sacrifice. The situation has been and 
is becoming ever more a competition be
tween the workers of the belligerent 
countries. The workers of one group of 
allies are straining every nerve to pro
duce more in the shape of munitions, 
guns, food, etc., than ·are the workers of 
the opposing group. This they all do in 
the name of nationalism and as a tem
porary necessity, which will disappear 
at the end of the war. 

Once the war is over, it is thought that 
this fierce competition will cease and that 
they will be free to declare again for in
ternationalism without foregoing the be
lief in their own nationality. It is this 
pleasant picture which I think to be 
wholly false. In my opinion. there will 
be no reversion to "pre-war conditions." 

We are now living in that phase of 
capitalism called Imperialism, with its ac
companying fierce competition between 
nations (or rather empires) for markets 
and opportunities for overseas invest
ments. This imperialism will receive a 
tremendous impetus from the war. What 
are likely to be the conditions during and 
after the conclusion of the war? These 
are "discussed in the columns of the finan-
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cial newspapers and every day in the col
umns of the Times, Standard, vV estminster 
Gazette and Morning Post and in Le 1 our
nat, etc., in France. According to these 
papers there is to be a fierce and unrelent
ing financial and economic struggle be
tween the allies and the Germanic 
powers. The Morning Post has an article 
on the "Coming Trade War" practicalfy 
every day. Economic conferences of the 
allies are taking place, and tariff conflicts 
are being prepared. Britain has officially 
taken up this attitude by Mr. Runciman's 
declaration of economic war upon Ger
many, to be engaged in after peace. We 
have also the Trading With the Enemy 
Act, which is intended to operate during 
peace as well as during war. The Cen
tral powers are also preparing and have 
formed a Central European Economic 
Alliance. It will be the aim, therefore, 
of all the countries to put. forward the 
whole of their available energy for the 
struggle. So will begin the War during 
Peace. · 

Now, all this cannot be without vital 
effect upon the international working 
class movement. The movement has to 
meet the fact of the new imperialism 
with its tremendously keener competition 
between the nations. 

During the war a worker is called un
patriotic if he asks for higher wages, or 
if he resists the abrogation of trade union 
rules regarding restriction of output, 
working hours, or the introduction of 
cheap labor. In other words, any work
ing class action which improves working 
class conditions as a consequence ham
pers the country in its fight with the 
enemy, and is therefore called unpatriotic. 
Economical production, from the national 
standpoint, means the worker producing 
the greatest value for the least subsist
ence that is consistent with his continued .. 
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and efficient existence as a worker. This 
has been the case in all the countries at 
war. The French workers, who have 
allowed this process to go on practically 
without protest, are held up as models 
of patriotism to the British workers, who 
have made some resistance to this process 
of self-abrogation. 

In the coming economic war the vic
tory will go to that nation or nations 
which produces goods most economically, 
consistently with efficiency. The two fac
tors in production are technique and 
labor. In the days of peace to come, 
along with the increasing keenness in 
competition will go a practical equality 
in technical opportunities and conditions 
between the nations. This has come 
about through the gradual catching up 
to the older industrial countries of the 
newer countries in the last few years. 
Previously some countries, by reason of 
their superiority in this direction have 
not had to put so much pressure as others 
upon the other factor in the cost of pro
duction, labor. With the practical equality 
in technique and the increasing intensity 
in national competition will come increas
ing pressure on the worker in order to 
decrease the cost of labor, and therefore, 
of the cost of commodities. Decreasing 
the cost of labor, whether it be by the 
introduction of women's labor, speeding 
up, or by any other means consistent with 
efficiency, will be one of the chief meth
ods of the future economic competition 
between the nations. The cry of "un
patriotic workers" will therefore not 
cease with the war. It will become "un
patriotic" to ask for increases in wages, 
or in any way to ask for those things 
which improve working conditions; but 
increase the cost of production during 
peace as it now is during war. Restric
tion of output, and strikes will probably 
mt.et with the greatest denunciation, for 
it is just because these are the most 
powerful weapons by which the workers 
maintain or improve their conditions, that 
they will be a serious impediment to any 
nation which tolerates them. Warning 
voices have already been raised on this 
point. 

The following are examples of tend
ency of th.ought in progressive British 
capitalist circles. Mr. W. H. Cowan, 

M. P., a well known business man and 
manufacturer, says the following in an 
article on the "Problem of the British 
Worker" in the Daily T eleyraf'lz o£ the 
1st Feb., 1916: ~'As a first step towards 
increasing our manufacturing produc
tivity as a nation, we must consider the 
productive capacity of the worker, and 
the steps which may be taken wherever 
necessary to remove any restrictions 
upon it which may exist. First among 
the considerations that enter into this 
subject is the physical strength of the 
worker and his power of enduring pro
longed exertion. * * * Trade unionism 
must be re-educated, and in the develop
ment of British business the trade unions 
must be called, into close cooperation. 
* * * If the labor of the worker is 
restricted the amount paid for that labor 
can only have the effect of adding to the 
cost of the article. In engaging in any 
kind of international competition, almost 
the most important consideration is to 
be able to offer the foreign consumer a 
cheaper article than can be produced by 
rival countries." 

Let us agree that trade unionism must 
be re-educated altho on lines quite differ
ent than will suit our worthy capitalist! 
Another big business man, S. J. \\Taring, 
says the following: "Tpere is every ground 
to hope that the future good sense of the 
working classes and of their leaders will 
bring them to realize that in this age of 
international competition a country can 
only maintain a dominant position by re
membering that our progress and posi
tion in the industrial and commercial 
world can only be maintained by being 
able to keep down the cost of produc
'tion." Thus we have the challenge 
thrown down. 

To assure against the future dangers 
to British capitalism in its international 
economic war, we shall certainly have an 
attempt to make compulsory arbitration, 
the illegality of strikes and conscription, 
which now exist as "temporary" war 
measures a permanent part of the indus
trial system. We also have "Compulsory 
Economy" and Mr. Asquith's "requests" 
to the workers not to ask for increases of 
wages. 

What will be the position of the work
ing class movement when this is the state 

' 
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of affairs? It will have the choice be
tween two courses. On the one hand it 
could, in each country, acquiesce in this 
cheapening of its labor and consequent 
decline in comfort and general standing 
as human beings. This course will be 
necessary if the nation is to maintain a 
"forembst position in the world." It will 
be the course of nationalism. It will be 
a choice, however, which would destroy 
all hopes of improvement of conditions, 
and strengthening of industrial organiza
tions. By destroying the raison d'etre of 
the workers' organizations it would de
stroy the movement itself. T·here will 
be great temptations to adopt this course, 
however, for the whole of nationalistic 
feeling will point that way. It will be 
argued that any improvement in condi
tions finally reacts against the workers 
by allowing the "foreigner" to capture 
the trade. We can trust the politicians 
to find plenty of argum~nts to seduce the 
worker into this line of action. They can, 
and always do, find such arguments. 

On the other hand, the working class 
movement in each country could chal
lenge these encroachments upon its 
standard of existence and aim at an ever
increasing standard, forced by means of 
its own organization. This is the method 
by which alone it can develop and 
strengthen itself. Experience has shown 
that it is only by struggle that a vigorous 
and living movement can take the place 
of a nominally organized but inert mass. 
It is also the only road that can lead to 
Socialism. This course 'can only be 
adopted, however, if the workers decline 
to regard the economic supremacy of 
their "own" country as more important 
than the strength and development of 
their organizations. It will involve an 
ever-increasing resistance to the produc-

tion of cheap commodities, and as such a · 
continual exposure to the cha,rge that 
such action weakens the nation's posi
tion in the world market. Further, it 
will necessitate a trust in the despised 
"foreign" worker to adopt organization 
for the improvement of conditions, for it 
will only be by q. corresponding "unpatri
otic" action upon their part that the 
threatened capture of trade will not take 
place. This course, therefore, leads di
rectly to anti-nationalism and Interna
tionalism. The latter necessitates the 
former. 

We have, in the past, mostly con
ceived the choice between Nationalism 
and Internationalism as being one made 
by deliberation according to our theories 
of Socialism. It seems, however, from 
the foregoing that the adoption of Inter
nationalism and Anti-Nationalism will be 
a sheer necessity imposed by the condi
tio~s which will exist after the war. The 
only alternative will be the death of the 
movement. Internationalism will for the 
first time appear as a practical policy, and 
cease to be merely a pious aspiration. 

Of course, the issue of the future will 
not be clear and frank as it is here put. 
If it were, of course, victory would be 
certain, as victory would always be cer
tain in working class questions if the 
issues were clearly cut. But as before, 
the question will be befogged by side 
issues and political and economic poison
gas of all kinds. The sugaring of social 
pills will become even a finer art than 
has been attained in the past under the 
direction, in England, of Mr. Lloyd
George. We can trust the capitalist class 
to reach the last word in this particular 
department of government. I hope we 
can also trust the workers to refuse to 
be tempted. 



STORIES OF THE CAVE PEOPLE 

By Mary E. Marcy 

S OMETIME before the Cave People 
discovered the use of the bow· and 

. arrow, they had learned to make 
clay pots or bowls. For many years 

the tribe lived in the tropical lands where 
the bread fruit lipened nearly the whole 
year round, and where nuts were plentiful 
and tubers and sweet yams were often to 
be found; where there were more nests 
than there were trees in the forests, filled 
with treasures of fresh eggs; and there were 
fowl and fish. As much as the horde loved 
to eat the wild duck or the cocoanut, or 
even the wild honey, one and all knew that 
when the hot sun beat down upon bare 
brown skins in the heat of the day during 
the summer there was nothing in all the 
valley so sweet as a drink of water. 

One could go without food for many 
suns, but if one day passed without fresh 
water for the members of the group, fevers 
came upon them, the strange fevers that 
caused them to do many foolish things. 

At first no member of the tribe willingly 
journeyed far from the source of fresh 
water, for they had nothing with which to 
carry water from one place to another. 
Then they used cocoanut shells, and some-
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times the shells that lay upon the banks of 
the great river. But these held little and 
were easily upset. 

Then some one discovered that the hollow 
joints of the giant bamboo were more easy 
to carry and held more water, and these 
became the first water jugs of the clan. 

Later, when it became the fashion for 
men and women to decorate themselves 
with the skins of the animals they had slain, 
they found that there are many uses which 
hides may serve. 

The cave people wore no clothes, but 
bound over their shoulders they bore great 
weights of skins and hides, of heads and 
tails, of bones and teeth, as a mark of their 
skill and bravery in the hunt. Great teeth 
cu11ningly fastened together made necklaces 
that spoke every day more loudly than a 
man's voice of what that man had done. 

But as pride grew in these emblems of 
prowess, little by little the people of the 
tribe began to use these hides for other 
things. They found that, with holes 
punched along the edges, thru which a 
thong might be drawn, as a gathering string 
about a handbag, these skins made water 
bags that one could carry on a far journey, 
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taking with him drink for a whole day. But 
it was only when the sun beat down like 
the flames of the fire that they thought much 
on these things. Then thoughts of water 
and the milk of the cocoanut were never 
long absent. 

It was at the time of the year when the 
scorching rays of the summer sun had 
licked dry all the little brooks and most of 
the "?rings that Laughing Boy and Web 
Toe, he who could outswim the fastest 
fishes, planned an excursion over the hills 
in search of wild honey. 

They were 14 years old and stood straight 
and brown and almost as tall as the men 
of the tribe, but they had not yet learned 
to have care for all the dangers that lurked 
in the unknown ways, as older men. 

They were proud of the wild skins that 
lay hot and heavy on their shoulders and 
the teeth that made chains about their 
throats. They were never done showing 
the trophies they had gathered in the hunt 
to their young companions. And they 
boasted much, for they were more strong 
than the other boys of the clan. 

Laughing Boy was proud of his water 
bag which, when the thong was tightly 
drawn and the bag was filled with water, 
spilled scarcely a single drop, while Web 
Toe beat much of the time upon his drum 
or tom-tom which he believed made the 
most beautiful music in the world. This 
tom-tom he had made by stretching the soft 
skin of some small animal over a willow 
branch bent and fastened in ·a circle. 

The older members of the tribe were 
stretched in the cooling shade near the river 
bank, or sleeping the sleep that comes from 

· much eating in the cool of the• caves. But 
the children and the youths romped about, 
vyeing with each other in games of sport 
and in feats of strength. Among these 
Web Toe and Laughing Boy were easily 
the victors, throwing their boomerangs and 
their stone weapons further and with 
greater accuracy than any of the others. 

Laughing Boy had now smeared his whole ' 
chest with the deep vermilion juice of "the 
Make Brave" plant and Web Toe had 
gouged holes in both ears, from which hung 
half a dozen shells and cougar teeth and 
they strutted about in the glory of their 
strength and budding manhood. 

But at last they stole away from the 
others and softly made their way thru the 
thicket and on up and over the hill to the 

high places, where the dry grass crackled 
and rustled beneath their scurrying feet. 
Laughing and chattering they ran, flinging 
care and caution to the winds, racing to 
see which would be the quicker to reach this 
point or that, and again speeding on to 
make the giant banyan trees. 

Here they paused to rest and to laugh 
softly and the cunning of all wood crea
tures 'came back to their straggling senses 
and they proceeded cautiously, chattering 
more softly and laughing more quietly. 

Laughing Boy carried his stone weapon 
and his water bag, which bulged with ample 
fullness, while Web Foot brandished his 
tom-tom in one hand and his stone sling 
in the other. Only now he made not a 
sound with his beloved music box. It was 
a time to avoid the creatures of the forest, 
tho all were sleepy and lazy from abundant 
food and the warmth of the sun. 

They jabbered of the "sweet, sweet," 
meaning wild honey, which they meant to 
take back to the tribe and with which they 
intended to show the other youths how 
much more clever and courageous they were 
than the other boys in the clan. 

With every gay and confident step as 
they advanced up the small plateau the land 
grew more parched. Laughing Boy, who 
saw things that escaped l.he eyes of Web 
Toe, pointed to little hollows now and then 
which had been dried by the sun, and when 
Web Toe, soon grown thirsty, sought to 
take his bag for a drink, Laughing Boy 
shook his head. "No," he said, and pointed 
to the sun high overhead. He meant to 
save the water for the journey caveward. 

Berries they ate and nuts gathered hastily 
on the way, and when they neared the tall 
cocoanut palms both boys, forgetting the 
dangers that might beset them, dashed their 
heavy weapons to the ground and rushed 
forward. In a few moments both were en
circling the straight, tall trunks of the trees 
with their arms and, climbing up them in a 
sort of walk, their toes pressed close and 
almost clinging to the bark. Soon the great 
nuts were tumbling to the ground and the 
boys slid back to refresh themselves with 
the sweet of cocoanut milk. 

But the thicket parted and an angry and 
suspicious black she-bear lumbered toward 
them with two curious, tumbling black cubs 
at her heels. It was no time to dispute for 
the possession of their weapons. It was 
not the time to pause for a drink of cocoa-
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nut milk, and so, with a pretense at non
chalance, as tho they had seen nothing and 
had no concern in the two rollicking cubs, 
Laughing Boy and Web Toe glided toward 
the thicket. They knew that females of 
every species are eager to contest the right 
of all ways when accompanied by their 
young. And their courage lay with their 
stone weapons. 

The black bear sniffed angrily and slowly 
followed the boys. Her little red eyes rolled 
wickedly. The two curious cubs da~hed 
on ahead to learn what manner of beast 
these new animals were. And mother 
bruin quickened her pace. 

Her heart was running over with fears 
for her young and she considered that par
ticular part of the woods her own domain. 
A deep humming filled the ears of the boys 
as they broke into a run and Laughing Boy 
cried softly, "sweet, sweet," for he smelled 
wild honey. 

The cubs ran still faster for they remem
bered the feasts they had enjoyed when, 
guided by their mother, they had last visited 
the wood. With the old bear close behind, 
Laughing Boy flung himself out and up
ward, grasping the tough vines of the 
"oo-oee" in his hands and pulling himself 
up on a large stone slab, where he lay 
panting for breath. 

Web Toe scrambled up a slim pine and 
wedged himself between two slender forked 
limbs. There he huddled, peering about 
in fear of new dangers. But he saw noth
ing and, presently, grown bolder he looked 
down at the bear which stood on hind legs 
gazing angrily up at him. Now and then 
she would run away and dash back, jolting 
the tree and setting the branches a-quiver. 

Web Toe forgot all caution and jeered 
down at the enemy. He pulled his tom-tom 
around and over his shoulder and beat it 
triumphantly with his fists while the black 
bear tried to climb the tree and failed, be
cause it was slender of trunk. 

Laughing Boy lay on the smooth boulder, 
flat upon his belly, making no sound. Not 
a muscle betrayed him. Only his eyes moved 
following the movements of the black bear. 
Apparently she had forgotten all about him. 

He wanted to call out to Web Toe to be 
silent. Web Toe seemed to think the mat
ter was a joke, but Laughing Boy knew 
better. It was true he and Web Toe were 
at the moment safely out of reach of the 
enemy's claws, but if she remained on 

watch how would 
they get down to 
earth again ? 

All that after
noon Web Toe was 
compelled to cling 
to the fork of the 
pine tree. Soon he 
grew quiet, for he 
remembered t h a t 
safety lies in si
lence. He folded 
his arms about a 
branch and made 
himself as flat and 
inconspicuous as he 
could. 

The cubs curled themselves up at their 
mother's feet and went to sleep and, at 
length, close to the pine tree, she also 
seemed to doze. 

It might have been possible for Laughing 
Boy to slide down the opposite side of the 
boulder and steal away unnoticed. Who 
can say? It may have been a fear of the 
long journey back to the cave people alone 
that deterred him. Anyway, he clung to 
the rock and waited. A long drink from 
his water bag relieved his thirst and he, too, 
fell asleep. But there was no drinking for 
poor Web Toe. He had only his marvelous 
tom-tom in place of a water bag, and his 
lips grew parched and he longed to scream 
from fear and thirst. 

After a long time darkness came and at 
last the moon arose, and 
still the two boys neither 
moved nor spoke. The 
cubs awoke and 
stretched tliemselves and 
moved about, and at 
last the black bear arose 
also and led them away 
to some hidden spring 
known only to herself. 

Then, very cautiously, 
Web Toe slid to the 
ground and called to 
La ugh i n g Boy, who 
joined him, and to
gether, with great fear 
in their hearts, they 
turned their faces home
ward. 

And all that fearful, 
weary way Web Toe 
thought of new dangers 

0 
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and of cool springs and Laughing Boy's 
emptied water bag. Never again would 
he go honey-hunting or any other sort of 
hunting in the dry season without water 
at his side. And when at last they 
reached the dwelling place of the tribe 
Web Toe ran to the spring and threw 
himself into the water and drank until he 
was near water-logged. 

And so Web Toe became the great water
man of the tribe-another great waterman, 
who spoke always words of warning of 
the terrible things that may befall boys and 
girls and men and women, who journey 
far from the spring without a bag of water. 

Stories he told the people of the tribe 
on his return with Laughing Boy of how, 
sick of thirst, he had faced the black bear 
and driven her before him. But he had 
nothing to prove his words, for Laughing 
Boy returned also empty-handed. 

It was adventures like this that taught 
the Cave People and all the other tribes to 
travel close to the water's edge. And so 
it was that when the Foolish One made the 
first clay !{lot, the people praised him and 
called him Wise. 

The clay pot was the accident of a fool. 
Many great discoveries have been .the acci
dents of other fools. For wise people do 
always everything as nearly as possible as 
their fathers have done and new things are 
only learned thru departures into new ways. 

The Foolish One had discovered the use 
of fire by playing with a burning branch 
ignited by the lightning in the forest. A 
fool bestrode the first wild horse and rode 
upon its back. Nearly always it was the· 
fools who did things first. Wise Men were 
too wise-they had seen too many fools 
die of their folly. 

The fingers of the F0olish One were 
never idle. He made many things and he 

pulled as many to pieces again. The people 
of the tribe had grown very skillful in 
weaving baskets from tough grasses. They 
even made hats to keep out the sun and later 
they wove willows into rude roofs, which 
they patched with clay from the river banks 
to keep out the rain. 

The baskets which they made were al
most water-tight and the Foolish One made 
many baskets. Each time he worked harder 
and wove these baskets more tightly, but 
they all leaked when he filled them with 
water from the spring. 

One day he made a basket shaped like 
a bowl and lined it with clay; then he 
wove the grasses upward like the neck of 
a large bottle, dipping his fingers inside to 
plaster it with more clay, for he wanted 
to surprise the folk with a basket that would 
carrry water without leaking. But when 
all was done he forgot his plans and went 
swimming in a pool, and when next he saw 
the basket he tossed it into the fire, so sure 
was he that it would leak as all baskets 
leaked. 

And there, in the red flames, beheld by 
all the members of the tribe, lay the mar
velous basket with its clay lining. And soon 
the grasses of the basket burned away and 
when the fire died down the Foolish One 
saw the clay lining lying among the coals. 
It was round and firm and almost perfect in 
shape. He peered into it and running to 
the river, filled it with water. And, marvel 
of marvels! the clay had grown hard 'in 
the fire and the first jug the tribe had ever 
made or seen or dreamed of, held water, 
from which there leaked not one single drop. 

For a long time the Cave People made 
their jugs by lining baskets with clay and 
burning off the grasses, leaving the jug~ 
unmarred, till they learned newer and bet
ter ways of making pottery. 



THE STATE 
By Robert Holder 

AMONG the many problems which the 
present war has brought into being, 
there are none claiming more atten
tion, or monopolizing so much space 

in both the Capitalist and the so-called So
cialist press, than the functions of the State, 
and the duties the people owe to it. In my 
opinion this question of the State and the 
relations of Labor towards it is one which 
will be thrust upon the Trade Union move
ment in the very near future, and the sooner 
the rank and file make themselves acquainted 
with the origin and functions of the States, 
the more competent will they be to deal with 
the question when it arises. 

The conditions arising out of 'the war 
have brought about the interference of the 
State in spheres of our social life which 
were previously undreamt of. Leading ar
ticles in The Times advocate Government 
control of industry, and the suspension of 
ordinary business relations, because "in the 
face of the supreme competition which this 
war is, the other domestic competition loses 
all virtue and becomes a curse."· In short, 
what is good in times of peace becomes a 
curse in times of war and vice versa. There 
was also an interesting article in The Daily 
News and Leader, August 29th, 1914, en
titled "The Shipwreck," by A. G. G., in 
which the writer declared that "the in
dividual has gone under. There is only one 
life-the life of the States-that concerns 
us." Further, we find members of the La
bor party appointed to and accepting State 
positions, and Trade Unions suspending 
their rules and customs in· industry. In 
fact, it is being generally advocated that 
everybody should become "servants of the 
States," and if people will not submit volun
tarily, then compulsory measures are recom
mended. 

When we see all this commotion in high 
places it behooves the rank and file of the 
Labor movement to inquire very carefully 
into this "life of the State," which has sud
denly become so precious as to require the 
co-operation of everybody to save it. More 
especially should the rank and file be on 
their guard when we consider such a sig
nificant passage as the following, which ap
peared in the leading article of The Times, 
June 14th, 1915. "Employers should be
come managers of the State, and workmen 
should feel that they are really industrial 
soldiers in the service of the State for war 
purposes. The militant side of Trade 
Unionism disappears with the abolition· of 
spoils to fight over, but Mthout prejudice 
to its restoration when the spoils reappear." 
(Italics mine.) 

All this goes to prove a keen desire on the 
part of the Capitalist press for the suspen-

- sion of the struggle between Capital and 
Labor, in order that this "life of the State" 
may be saved; but it also proves something 
else, viz., that the "life of the State" is not 
the life of the wgrking class, because in the 
first place the conditions of their lives are 
still ignored (except in so far as they com
pel attention by means of their organized 
strength), and secondly, the old struggle 
of trade unionism for a better existence for 
the workers is to reappear once the "life of 
the State'' is out of danger. But this fact 
of there being two lives-the "life of the · 
State" and the life of the working .class, 
contradicts the popular view of the State 
being the people, the nation, the community, 
etc. 

6011 

In order to solve this contradiction, it is 
necessary to inquire into the origin of the 
State, and to discover how it arrived at its 
present capitalist form.. Of course, one 

' 
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can only deal very briefly with this in the 
space of a short article. History shows us 
that the institution known as the State has 
not always existed.. People have been so 
long accustomed to the ,PQlitical form of so
ciety that they never think of the existence 
of a previous form. Mankind originally 
were wholly dependent-the same as undo
mesticated animals-on Nature for food, 
but in the course of time man gradually be
gan to rise above this animal basis of exist
ence ; first, by means of the discovery of 
fire, then the bow and arrow, until finally 
after a long period of time he attained to 
the level of agriculture and the domestica
tion of animals. This early life of mankind 
is known as Primitive Communism, and the 
first form of social organization of which 
we have any definite knowledge is Gentile 
society. It corresponds to a material condi
tion where a definitely settled life had not 
commenced. The unit of this society was 
the Gens, which consisted of a number of 
individuals bound together by ties of kin
ship, and tracing their descent from a com
mon ancestor (whereas the unit of modern 
political society is the private monogamic 
family). No matter how elementary the so
cial organization, representatives would be 
necessary, but in Gentile society men and 
women lived on a basis of equality, and they 
all participated in the election of their rep
resentatives, who if they did not render 
satisfaction could also be deposed by theq1. 
Thus we see Gentile society was a pure 
democracy based on the common ownership 
of the means of securing food and shelter. 
Where all rule nobody rules. 

With still further development in the 
means of obtaining food, population in
creased; the various tribes began to jostle 
each other for space, finally leading to war 
and the plundering of one tribe by another. 
Agriculture and the domestication of ani
mals enabled the social groups to produce 
more than was necessary for their imme
diate wants, and with the manufacture of 
iron and the invention of the phonetic 
alphabet, all the principal elements neces
sary for the development of civilization 
were at hand ; they needed only to be fur
ther extended, but to carry forward these 
developments was more than the untrained 
barbarians were prepared to voluntarily 
undertake. To get over this difficulty coer
cion was necessary, and coercion of the most 
ruthless character was employed. The first 

social group reached the point where it 
produced a surplus product above its imme
diate requirements, trading sprang up, and 
the possibility of a leisured class who could 
live on this surplus presented itself. This 
possibility became an actuality, and we get 
one section of society living upon the labor 
of the others. Thus slavery as a social in
stitution was established, the communal 
basis of kinship with its Gentile form of or
ganization and its equality of social rela
tions being superseded by slavery with its 
political form and the domination of man 
by man. 

The leisured class required some means 
whereby it could maintain its rule, and these 
means were established in the form of the 
State. The public offices of Gentile society 
were converted into private powers of the 
ruling minority, who used these powers to 
keep the dispossessed members in subjec
tion. We are now in a position to see the 
difference between Gentile society controlled 
by the social group, and modern political 
society governed by a centralized body 
called the State. Political society is based 
on territory and property relations ; in
dividuals vote according to where they are 
domiciled. The women and a large number 
of the adult males have no part in the elec
tion of representatives, and the State powers 
are separated from the control of the social 
group. We find that it is with the appear
ance of a leisured class who live on the sur
plus product o:f the social group, and there
by convert it into their ,private property, 
that the social institution known as the State 
appears. Private property and the State go 
hand in hand. By means of the State, the 
ruling minority, through their monopoly of 
the social product, dominate the whole so
cial group. There have been three main 
epochs in the evolution of the State: 

1. Ancient civilization-based on slavery. 
2. Feudalism of the Middle Ages-based 

on serfdom. 
3. Capitalism-based on wage-labor. 
All these epochs have something in com

mon and also their own peculiarities. One 
general characteristic is the presence of in
equalities within the social organism, and of 
institutions for preserving these inequal
ities ; this function is known today as "the 
maintenance of law and order." The ruling 
minority not only use the State powers to 
maintain their position within the social 
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group, as is seen whenever Labor makes 
a fight for a better share of the "spoils," but 
they also use the army and navy to obtain · 
spoils outside their own particular group, in 
the form of colonies and a larger share of 
trade on the world market. This all goes to 
prove that the State is nothing more than 
the private power of the ruling minority, 
disguised as the public power of the whole 
nation, and it follows that this "life of the 
State" which is monopolizing the attention 
of the press, and the majority of the so
called Socialists of Europe, according to the 
respective State under whose rule they hap
pen to be living, is nothing more than the 
life of the ruling minorities of the respective 
European nations, which they have endan-

gered through their mutual competition for 
"the spoils" of the world market. 

In deciding what the attitude of Labor 
and Socialist movement should be towards 
the State, it is essential to remember that 
the State with its political form of society 
has not always existed, that it only came 
into existence under certain conditions at a 
specific stage in human development; from 
which it follows that it will disappear again 
at another stage when conditions make its 
existence no longer necessary. In the words 
of Thomas Carlyle, "we must some day, at 
last and for ever, cross the line between 
Nonsense and Common Sense; from Po
litical Government to Industrial Adminis~ . 
tration."-Prom Plebs Magazme. 

Fallacy of Government Ownership 

By F. EPH 

I S government ownership a step towards 
Socialism, or is it a step away from 
Socialism? With the historical data we 
have on hand regarding the foundation 

and rise of the political state with its func
tion of keeping down class conflicts, such 
a question ought not to be pertinent among 
Socialists. But it happens to be the barrier 
that stands in the way of a constructive pro
gram of Socialism. On the answer to this 
question will depend the form of working 
class organization and their tactics. If gov
ernment ownership leads to Socialism, then 
the working class political party is all suffi
cient; if it does not, then the greatest 
strength lies in the industrial organization 
of the working class, with the political party 
as a shield. 

To Socialists there can be only one an
swer to this question and that is, that gov
ernment ownership, or political ownership 
of any kind, is not a step towards Socialism, 
but will be used by the ruling class to keep 
the proletariat in the chains of wage slav
ery. Of course, not all the ruling class are 
anxious for government ownership, because 
it may mean the elimination of some of 
them, but sooner than get off the backs of 
the working class, they will turn the reins 
of production over to the government. This 
will happen when the organized proletariat 

becomes too rebellious to be held in check 
by private ownership, when private prop
erty is in danger of being overthrown. 

It will not be enough to answer this by 
saying that if we have Socialists in the po
litical offices that they can utilize the owner
ship by the government as a stepping stone 
to Socialism. Can the Socialists use a class 
government, a government that is the result 
of class antagonisms, to further the cause 
of the revolutionary proletariat ? The men 
holding the political offices do not represent 
the power behind the government. That 
class in society that holds the reins of eco
nomic power also holds the reins of political 
power. Can we without a force capable of 
coping with that class on the industrial field 
institute Socialism by going behind their 
backs via the government ownership ro1,1te? 
Experience will prove that without that 
force our political representatives will be 
blown away like chaff by the capitalist 
class. Leave that class secure in their own
nership and they can laugh at the :puny bat
terings on the fort of capitalism by the po
litical party. 

The Socialists only reason for capturing 
the political offices is to use them at present 
as a public rostrum of agitation, and to fin
ally abolish them, they being unnecessary 
with the working class in the ownership of 
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the means of production. The function of 
the political party is destructive, while the 
function of the industrial organization is 
constructive. The very nature of the pres
ent class state makes it impossible that it 
become constructive. Its function is the 
reconciliation of classes, while the purpose 
of Socialism is to abolish classes. The in
stituting of government ownership does not 
abolish classes, rather it keeps the capitalist 
class secure in their exploitation, and per
petuates a class society. 

Has, for instance, the government owner
ship of the post office department taken. the 
postal employes out of the category of wage 
slaves? Far from it. It has intensified their 
wage slavery by keeping them in abject 
subjection. It has been a paternal despot
ism and the government would crush its 
slaves under the iron heel if they rebel, as I 
could show you by numerous illustrations. 
The government slaves seek reforms from 
Congress. They get some of them. The 
department heads interpret these as they 
see fit, and introduce a few "reforms" of 
their own. And then the government 
slaves wait another year and try to get 
Congress to nullify the "reforms" of the de
partment heads. Well, the same old story 
is gone over year after year, with the de
partment holding the whip hand, to which 
fact the government slaves never get wise. 

Have any of you Socialists agitators ever 
neticed how conservative the government 
employes are? Did you ever stop to con
sider why? If despotism does not breed re
bellion it breeds servility. And the govern
ment slaves are in a condition of servility 
that the capitalist class would like to get the 
rest of the working class bound in the same 
way. If other groups of workers are put 
under government ownership or control it 
will have the same effect. The nature of 
man's condition is reflected in his actions. 
Government ownership breeds conserva.:. 
tism, reactionism. 

The old argument of the cheap method of 
production carried on by the government 

will not stand the test of Socialist econom
ics ; that is, scientific economics. The wages 
of the working class are determined by the 
amount necessary for their subsistence. 
Wages represent the value of their labor 
power. Now if the cheap production of 
the government were carried on, on a larger 
scale it would not materially benefit the 
workers; all it would do would be to 
cheapen the value of their labor power. 
Cheaper subsistence for the working class 
means cheaper wages for them. The keen 
competition of the labor market would regu
late that. 

All these various government ownership 
and municipal ownership reforms do not 
benefit the working class. They eat the life 
out of the Socialist movement, they paralyze 
the working class, they dissipate all their 
energy in wild goose chases that do not 
help the cause of Socialism one iota. They 
allow a few intellectuals to cherish the hope 
that some day they can sit at the political 
trough thru the gullibility of the rank and 
file. 

Socialism stands for working class own
ership, collective ownership, anything less 
than that is a compromise. And Liebneckt 
said that compromise is a sign of weakness. 
Socialists have nothing in common with the 
capitalist class, but the government owner
shipists have. Government ownership and 
capatalism are not mutually antagonistic, 
but Socialism and capitalsim are. 

If the working class are forced to accept 
government ownership it means the rule of 
the iron heel, the end of what few liberties 
we have today, and the complete subjection 
of the working class. We are strong when 
we stand for nothing less than Socialism. 
Then we can make real headway, then we 
can gain the confidence of the working class. 
Socalism is the same the world over and 
any injection of reforms becloud the real 
issue that confronts the working class, and 
that issue is the uncompromising surrender 
of the capitalist class and the ushering in 
of economic freedom-of Socialism. 



THE WAYS OF THE ANT 
By Frankenthal Y. W eissenburg 

THE ants belong to the same group of 
insects as the bees, wasps, sawflies 
and others. 

Everyone is familiar with ants; 
they invade all lands and regions, from the 
dry deserts to the damp forest, from the 
timberline of mountains to the lowest val
leys and among the dwellings and habita
tons of man. They seem to thrive in all 
kinds of environment and multiply enor
mously, so that they outnumber all other 
terrestrial animals. · 

Many insects never see their young, 
others may see them, but do not care for 
them; others, like the bees and wasps, put 
food into the gaping mouths of their babies, 
but have no further association with them. 
The ants, however, stand alone among in
sects in their very intimate relations with 
their progeny, from the egg to the adult. 
They are constantly transferring their 
young from one part of their nest to an
other in search for the right degree of mois
ture and temperature. In the warm part 
of the day the young will be transferred 
near the surface, but at night they will be 
carried down again away from the cool 
air. The adults are continuously cleaning 
the young, caring for the eggs to prevent 
mold from growing on them, helping the 
callow ants-to emerge from their cocoons, 
bringing food, cleaning, enlarging and re
constructing the nest, and doing thousands 
of things to contribute to the comfort, 
growth and happiness of the community. 

Like the honey bee, ants are social ; that 
is, they live in colonies or communities, 
where ~very indivdual ant works for the 
good of the whole and not for itself alone 
In other words, they have adopted the prin
ciple of co-operation; instead of working 
against their fellow-beings, they work with 
them. A colony of ants furnishes an illus-
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tration of a more perfect communistic so
ciety than any ever established by man and 
perhaps a more amicable one than any he 
will ever be able to organize. 

Some of the many ant species operate 
dairy farms, some do their own cereal rais
ing, while others are still in the capitalistic 
state and are slave-holders. 

The cows of the ant people are represent
ed by little insects caller aphids (plant lice), 
which suck the juices ·of plants and, on ac
count of their great numbers, often cause 
considerable damage. They secrete a sweet 
liquid known as honey-dew, of which the 
ants are very fond. 

It is interesting to watch the ants collect
ing the honey-dew from the aphids. _An 
ant approaches a louse and gently stroking 
the latter with its feelers the aphid exudes 
a drop of sweet material, which is quicKly 
gathered up by the ant. After this has been 
repeated several times the ant hurries down 
the stem of the plant to bring its sweet load 
to the nest. 

In order to get the best results and to 
secure a good~ number of milk-cows, the 
ants collect the eggs of the aphid in the 
fall, carry them into their own nests and 
care for them during the winter. In the 
spring the newly-hatched aphid-calves are 
carried by the dairy ants to good pastures, 
such as willows, rose trees, cabbage plants, 
etc. The ants are rather persistent in pur
suing their work and overcome many diffi
culties put in their way by man. So, if the 
owner of a weeping willow tries to protect 
his tree by painting a ring of coal-tar 
around its stem, the ants undo his attempt 
by building a road of little earth crumbs 
over it. 

Various kinds of ants milk various kinds 
of asphids and thus we see amongst ants 
a creature kept and used regularly for a 

I. 
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certain purpose, like domestic animals are 
. among ourselves, and this, as far as we 
know, is unique in the animal world. . 

Many observations have been offered to 
show that there is also a most intimate re
lation between ants and many kinds of 
plants. A number of :plants not only offer 
special inducements to attract ants to them 
by affording favorable nesting places, but 
also offer the ants delectable food in the 
way of sweet floral .nectar. In return for 
the domiciles and the food, the ants are sup
posed to protect their plant-hosts from cer
tain insects and other animal enemies ; their 
relationship is therefore one of mutual 
benefit. 

The harvesting ants not only gather grain 
planted by man, but do also their own sow
ing and, like a thrifty, provident farmer, 
make suitable and timely arrangements for 
the changing ·seasons. In the spring they 
select a fitting space near their habitation 
which is cleared of all obstructions and the 
surface leveled and smoothed to the distance 
of three or four feet from the colony. Hav
ing planted the grain, the ants tend and cul
tivate it with constant care, cutting away 
all other grasses and weeds that may spring 
up amongst it; also all outside of the farm 
-.:ircle to the extent of one or two feet more. 
The cultivated grass grows splendidly and 
produces a heavy crop of small, white, flinty 
seeds which, under the microscope, very 
closely resemble rice. When ripe it is 
carefully harvested, the seeds are carried 
into the granary cells and the straw is 
thrown beyond the limits of the farming 
district. When the grain gets wet in the 
store, the ants bring it out to expose it to 
the sun and bite off the sprouts where they 
appear. Some species bake also bread, thus 
conserving their supply of grain more se
curely. The grain is chewed up by the 
ants and small, flat pies made, which are 
left in the sun's rays to bake. 

Ant-slaves are ants themselves, tho they 
belong to another species than their masters. 
The latter raid the nests of their weaker 
neighbors and carry off the larvre and pupre, 
which afterwards they hatch out in their 
own nests. These ants are therefore born 
into slavery and it is nowhere recorded _that 
ants capture grown-up slaves. The born 
slaves are not ill-used by their masters, but 
treated in every respect as well as tho 
they belonged to the community in which 
they have been born; they do not even seem 

to realize that they are outsiders, The mo
tive of this kind of slave-holding appears 
to be the wish to get additional help in 
order to make the community more power
ful. 

There are, however, some species of 
slave-making ants that are accustomed to 
do only a certain amount of work for them
selves, while others even have to be fed, 
and are often carried by their slaves. The 
latter, of course, do also all the regular 
household work, feeding the young, bring
ing food to the nest and so forth. 

When Huber, the gerat observer of ants 
and bees, placed thirty specimens of this 
latter kind of slave-making ants in a box, 
with some of their larvre and pupre and a 
supply of honey, but without any slaves, 
more than one-half of them died of hunger 
in less than two days. The others were lan
guid and without strength and appeared not 
able to do anything, considering their con
dition. Huber at length gave them a slave. 
This individual, unassisted, established or
der, formed a chamber in the earth, gath
ered together the larvre, extricated several 
young ants that were ready to quit the con
dition of pupre and preserved the life of the 
remaining masters. 

In honor of the ant race it must be said 
that this way of managing their affairs is 
an exception. In general they are true to 
the principle, "One for all ; all for one." 
The bible-word that, "Who does not work 
shall not eat," is strictly carried out by 
them. The great scientist, Buchner, con
srdered this latter attitude a selfish one. If 
this be the right adjective, then we must in
vent a new one for the behavior of the 
slave-holding ants. 

Now here in the ant world do we find con
ditions like they are in our own capitalistic 
world today. Where a small minority' holds 
in mental and physical bondage, abuses and 
exploits without mercy a tremendous ma
jority of the human species. 

While comparing the ways of the ants 
with our own, we must not forget that the 
former cannot make use of tools and ma
chinery and yet they secure wonderful re
sults. What could they achieve in co-op
erative ways if they had steel as hard as 
millions of their fists, lungs as strong as a 
railroad steam engine and shoulders as 
large as ocean vessels ? 

In case a part of the ants habitation has 
been destroyed by an outside cause, there 
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is not a clique that first considers whether 
it will bring enough profits to reconstruct 
the damaged part, without regard that a 
great number may be without shelter and a 
good deal of the larvre •be exposed to cold. 
Or, if the summer was particularly good for 
collecting supplies and the grain harvest is 
also a heavy one, there is not a bunch of 
idlers that corner the so-called "wheat mar
ket'' in order to make more profits. 

We cannot learn from the ants how to 
make profits, but rather see how well every
thing runs, when everyone works for the 
common good and no profits are made. All 
in all, we must hide our faces from a small 
creature that we often crush under our 
feet. 

But let us return to another interesting 
species, the foraging ants of such tropical 
countries as Brazil and western equatorial 
Africa. In the latter country these are also 
called "driver-ants," because when setting 
out on their invading marches they drive 
every living thing before them, from the 
elephant to the smallest insect, including 
man. They build no houses or nests of any 
kind and carry nothing away, but eat all 
their prey on the spot. It is their habit to 
march thrn the forests in a long regular 
line about two inches broad and often sev
eral miles in length. If they come to a place 
where there are no trees to shelter them 
from the sun, whose heat they cannot bear, 
they immediately build underground tun
nels through which the whole army passes 

in . columns to the forest beyond. When 
they grow hungry, the long file spreads itself 
through the forest in a front line and at
tacks and devours all it overtakes with a 
fury that is quite irresistible. Every animal 
that lives in their line is chased. The lion 
and gorilla fly before this attack and the 
black men run for their lives. The snake, 
after having killed its prey by crnshnig it in 
the great folds of his body, leaves it lying 
on the ground and does not return until, 
having made a circle of a mile or more in 
diameter around the body, it is assured that 
no ant-army is on the march. Only then it 
dares to swallow its prey and risk the dan
gerous period of sluggish inactivity which 
is necessitated by the process of digestion. 

When the driver-ants enter a house they 
make a clean sweep. Cockroaches are de
voured in an instant. Rats and mice spring 
around in the room in vain. An overwhelm
ing force of ants kill a strong rat in less 
than a minute and a few minutes later its 
bones are stripped. In this way the huts of 
the natives are freed from the vermin sev
eral times a year. 

Concluding, we may add that the ancients 
were already keen observers and admirers 
of ants, of which the following bible passage 
by Solomon gives evidence: 

"Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider 
her ways and be wise; which, having no 
guide, overseer or ruler provideth her meat 
in the summer and gathereth her food in the 
harvest." 

.. 

\, 
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REMOVING THE FIBRE FROM LEAF STALKS 

The Making of Binder Twine 
By J. B. F. CURTIS 

FARMERS in America doubtless will 
recall that binder twine as a staple 
article of commerce had its begin
nings along about 1880. Experi-. 

ments with machines which bound grain 
with twine began several years before that; 
a few twine binders were successfully op
erated. 

From the beginning of these experiments 
twines of various kinds were utilized, prin
cipally consisting of small cords composed 
of two or more strands and made from 
Kentucky or other soft fibres. It was very 
difficult to secure binder twine of the proper 
quality. Naturally the first experiments 
were made with types of twine and cord 
then in use, but it was found that something 
more than strength and uniformity of size 
was required for use with the successful 
binder. In order to work well on the knot
ter, the twine must possess a firmness or 
coarseness in order to strip from the hook 

after the knot is formed. It was found that 
a very soft twine which was strong enough 
to do the work would cling so tenaciously 
to the knotter hook that when the bundle 
was discharged the twine would break in
stead of stripping off the hook. 

William Deering was one of the first to 
make field experiments with the twine bind
er. The question of twine suitable for this 
work was found to be difficult of solution. 
N everth€less Mr. Deering wei-It ahead 
manufacturing twine binders while he de
voted much attention to finding a practicable 
binder twine. 
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A manila rope was untwisted and strands 
used and it was decided that if the rope 
yarn could be spun small enough a success
ful twine would be the result. A manufac
turer of manila rope was persuaded to try 
spinning the rope yarn to half its usual 
thickness. It was discovered that this 
made an admirable twine for use in the bind-
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BUNDLES OF SISAL LEAVES. 

ers. The binder twine sales now amount 
to over $20,000,000 annually in the United 
States. 

Manila fibre at this time commanded a 
high price, and sisal, which had begun to 
interest rope makers, was attracting atten
tion, and was much cheaper. The sisal 
strands were shorter than the manila 
strands, but after some machinery adjust
ments the manufacturers were able to pro
duce a perfect sisal binder twine. Manila 
binder twine is still used, altho sisal has 
usually been able to command the market, 
owing to its low price. A satisfactory fibre 
was discovered in New Zealand, but it does 
not possess the lasting qualities of manila 
and sisal. 

The manila fibre of commerce is the prod
uct of a plant or tree found in the Philip
pine Islands, which country alone produces 
that plant. Efforts to cultivate it in ether 
countries have so far failed. So that Amer
ica is compelled to look to the Philippines 
for her necessary supplies of this fiber, 
which is most important in the manufacture 
of rope and many other forms of cordage. 

The manila plant is identical in general 
appearance with the banana tree. The trunk 
consists of a cluster of from twelve to 
twenty leaf stalks which spread out into a 
crown of huge leaves rising to a height Jf 
from 12 to 25 feet. These leaf stalks over
lap each other and grow together so tightly 
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as to give the appearance of a solid trunk 
from six to twelve feet in height. It is from 
these stalks or layers that the fibre is ex
tracted and not, as many have supposed, 
from the leaves. The manila plant does 
not thrive outside the volcanic zone. Vol
canic ash appears to be its natural home. 
It is cultivated in the Philippine Islands 
with great success on the sides of moun
tains and hills. 

There are a few large manila plantations, 
but the great bulk of the fibre is produced 
from small parcels of ground cleared out 
of the jungle, frequently containing five or 
six acres and often less. The land is largely 
owned by wealthy merchants who arrange 
with the natives to work these small tracts 
of abaca. One man may own a large num
ber of these small fields of cultivated 
ground. The native usually takes care of 
the field, strips the fibre on shares and re
ceives one-half of what he produces. 

The work is still done in a very crude 
manner, with tools of the most primitive 
sort. The principal article of equipment is 
a heavy steel knife from twelve to sixteen 
inches in length. The handle ads as a lever 
and is fitted into a fulcrum at the inner end 
of the handle near where it connects. with 
the steel knife. A piece of very hard ma
hogany wood is made to exactly fit the edge 
of the knife. This block is placed on the 
top of a convenient log or section of a large 
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DRYING MANILA FIBRE 

bamboo tree. To this same log is·fastened 
the fulcrum in which the knife is operated. 
As a rule the edge of the knife is provided 
with notches like saw teeth. The edge of 
the knife is held down on the hardwood 
block by a spring pole which is connected 
with the other end of the handle by a 
thong, the amount of tension on the knife 
being regulated by the size of the pole. 

When the strip or layer from the plant 
is drawn under the knife only the fibre is 
pulled thru; the pulp and skin of the strip 
being scraped loose fhom the fibre, fall in 
front of the knife. The strip is usually 
held more easily by the operator by the use 
of a small stick of hardwood around which 
the strip is wound. A reverse movement 
is necessary in order to clean the end orig
inally held. 

The operator places the cleaned fibre on 
a convenient pole, from which it is taken 
by the women and children and spread out 
over bamboo poles in an open spot where 
the sun dries it in a few hours. The work 
qf cutting the plants, separating the strips 
and carrying the strips to the apparatus 
above described, is usually performed by 
the workman's wife and children, who also 
spread the fibre and gather it after it is 
dried. 

Frequently the distance to the field, or 
late, to the village is so great that the fibre 
stripper and his family leave the village 
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and remain in the late for two, three or four 
days at a time. They improvise temporary 
shelter from branches of palm trees and 
the leaves of the manila plant. The machin
ery of production is so easy to carry about 

· that only a small number of trees are 
cleaned on one spot. The raw material is 
not brought to the worker; the worker goes 
to the raw material. The average day's 
work for an expert stripper is about twenty
five pounds. 

Large prizes have been offered to in
ventors for the production of a machine that 
would clean manila fibre, but none has 
reached a point where general introduction 
is possible. 

The native men are of cheerful and kind
ly disposition, who marry and nearly al
ways raise a large family of children. The 
man is neither cruel nor arbitrary. At the 
beginning of his domestic career he builds 
a typical Philippine native dwelling. The 
wants of the natives are few. A very small 
amount of cotton cloth provides clothing for 
the entire family. In many instances the 
women manufacture fabrics from which a 
large part of their clothing is made. These 
fabrics are made from either very fine ma
nila fibres, or from the fibre of the pine
apple plant. 

Fish is the principal article of food and 
is abundant and as free as the air; rice, 
which they buy, and fruit, of which there is 
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always a plenty.· The natives raise hogs 
and chickens, but these are considered ar
ticles of luxury. It is claimed that fibre 
strippers can secure all the wants of them
selves and family by working three or four 
hours a week. As they pay no rent and 
very little for food and clothing, and have 
neither gas nor coal bills to pay, they are 
perfectly content to lay up nothing for a 
rainy day, which seldom comes. 

Sisal Fibre 
The plant from which sisal fibre is pro

duced is known in Yucatan as henequen. It 
comes of a species which, when transplant
ed to our greenhouses are usually called 
century plants. Plants resembling sisal 
have frequently been found in tropical coun
tries, but it has always transpired that 
they grow too rapidly to produce the neces
sary tensile strength and that they die 
while comparatively young, necessitating 
the frequent and very expensive renewal of 
plants. Yucatan produces a very large pro
portion of sisal fibre that reaches our mar
kets. 

The northern part of the peninsula is a 
flat, low country, barely twenty-five feet 
above sea level and is a solid ledge of lima 
rock, originally of coral :formation. In its 
natural condition the whole surface is cov
ered with a jungle growth of tropical woods 
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and plants ranging in height from ten to 
thirty feet. This jungle is cut and the 
wood burned in order to prepare the land 
for planting. After the land is cleared, sisal 
plants of two years' growth, previously 
started in nurseries, are set out-1,000 
plants to the acre. There is no further cul
tivation necessary except the occasional 
cutting of the undergrowth, which is us
ually cut twice a year. 

In about three years, when the plants 
reach maturity, the cutting of leaves begins. 
Only the under or mature leaves are taken. 
It is possible to cut from twelve to twenty 
leaves from each plant. The leaves average 
a little less than two pounds in weight. 

There is no particular harvest time ; on 
the contrary leaves are cut every week in 
the year. Each leaf is handled individually, 
first cut from the plant, then the spines re
moved from the edge of the leaf, then the 
leaves packed in bundles of about fifty and 
carried to the edge of the plantation or to 
the nearest tramway. 

From · there they are conveyed to the 
cleaning plant, which is centrally located on 
each plantation. There the leaves are put 
thru the cleaning machine at the rate of 
about 3,000 per hour. The fibre, after it 
leaves the machine, is carried into the dry
ing yards and is spread on galvanized wire 
where it dries and bleaches in the sun, after 
which it is gathered and taken into the ware
house, where it is pressed into bales in the 
same form in which it reaches the mills. 

It is startling to realize the immense 
amount of human labor embodied in a hun
dred pounds of sisal. When this fact is 
considered, it would seem that sisal sells for 
a very low price on the market. Binder 
twine has to be sold cheap to the farmers. 
It is evident that sisal can only be success
fully manufactured when the plants are 
raised in a country or countries where 
wages are a very negligible quantity. It 
can now only be carried on, the fibre can 
only be profitably raised, in undeveloped, 
tropical countries where living is very sim
ple, very cheap and where natives can be 
procured for very little outlay. The popu
lation of Yucatan is not great and wages 
are certainly not attractive to immigrants. 
Every laborer is employed. These natives 
are the Maya Indians, the descendants of 
an aboriginal race which has left behind it 
proofs of a higher type of civilization than 
was found in other parts of the western 
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hemisphere, possibly excepting the Inca In
dians. 

The natives are amiable, cleanly and cap
able. The plantations are usually large and 
somewhat isolated on account of their size. 
The plantation consists of several thousand 
acres of land, only a part of which is cul
tivated. The buildings are usually situated 
in the center of the plantation. On the 
larger plantations there are usually several 
hundred families of natives. 

Usually the manager of the plantation is 
the local magistrate, and this clothes him 
with authority. The planter permits the 
workers to work small plots of land to ,raise 
their own food. 

There is a law which prevents a workman 
from leaving his employer while in debt, 
and this law, if construed and manipulated 
to the disadvantage of the workmen, could 
easily make slaves of the men. 

The best machinery has been installed in 
the cleaning and pressing plants. Thousands 
of miles of narrow gauge tramways have 
been laid thru the plantations, making the 
transportation of leaves economical. Every
thing possible has been done to get the great
est possible results from the limited amount 
of labor at their command. 

In 1886 it was seen that the manufactur
ers of twine binders would have to manu
facture binder twine. The machine de
pended upon the necessary accessory, and 
several plants were erected within the next 
few years. Mr. Deering was one of the first 
to erect a mill. Manila and sisal were the 
fibres used most extensively from the be
ginning, it having been discovered that cer
tain promising twines were entirely con
sumed by grasshoppers and other insects. 

Doubtless few of us realize how impor
tant a product binder twine is today. If no 
harvesting machines were manufactured for 
a whole year, the farming community 
would, undoubtedly, be put to some incon
venience, but would manage to get along 
without serious loss. On the other hand, 
if the supply of twine for one harvest were 
suddenly to be cut off, it would mean not 
simply a national, but an international ca
lamity, as it would be impossible to secure 
men enough to gather the crops. 

(We are indebted for cuts and much of 
the data used in this article to the courtesy 
of I. H. C. Service Bureau of the Interna
tional Harvester Co. of America.) 
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Ho"W to Build Up th~ Socialist Movement 
Roscoe A. Fillmore 

T HIS is the query on the lips of many 
today. We can't down iL and to 
deny the facts when we know there 
is something "out of kilter" is not 

the part of wisdom. We must face 
the issue. We, whose merciless criticism 
of the shams and hypocrisies of modern w
ciety has become proverbial, must pluck 
from our vitals the cancer that is threaten
ing our further existence as a working class 
movement. To do so, as we have number
less times said of the evils of modern so
ciety, we must get at the root of the trouble, 
the basic cause. When we have located the 
cause we must "cut it out," regardless of 
how many' reputations are smashed and 
members or voters lost. 

We used to point with pride to the 
enormous organization to which we be
longed. Even though many of us felt fore
bodings when we noted the various symp
toms of reform politics, compromise and 
mushroom growth in many countries yet 
we stilled the doubt and exulted in the 
apparent growing spirit of revolt among the 
workers. We shut our eyes to the facts 
just as a large number of comrades are 
still doing. 

Then came July and August, 1914, and 
our enormous organization of slaves went 
down like a house of cards. Founded as we 
claimed on Internationalism our "Interna
tionalists" flew at each others' throats in 
true cave man fashion at the behest of the 
same masters against whom they had or
ganized to fight. Something was wrong 
and terribly wrong with our International
ism. What and where is and was the 
trouble? 

Some say with many flourishes that the 
Germans alone are responsible-that out
side Germany the International still exists, 
while the Germans tells us that the Social
ists of the world sprung at their throats and 
they are compelled to fight in self-de
fense. Others see Socialism spring into 
"power" as the result of victory for Eng
land or Germany, according as their sym
pathies lie. And so the wrangling goes on 
to the infinite amusement and profit of the 
master class. For while we slaves do the 
fighting and suffering, the masters of all 

countries wax fat at our expense. They are 
particularly jubilant today for they have 
laid the spectre that has for long years 
haunted them-the solidarity of the work
ers of the world. And, ye gods ! the old 
slogan of racial and national hatreds with
out the rerleeming feature of a single orig
inal idea or catch cry has been sufficient. 

So complicated has the situation become ; 
so many and divers are the opinions ex
pressed pro and con that the squib anent 
the farmer who for the first time saw an 
elephant is applicable to the Socialist party 
in most countries. "There ain't no such 
thing." True, there is an alleged party 
collecting dues and sending out "organ- · 
izers," many of whom are absolutely guiltless 
of any knowledge of Socialism and are put 
on the platform merely because they have 
big reputations and can "lead" the slaves. 
How many of them can elucidate clearly 
the Marxian law of value and thus show the 
worker just where the robbery takes place? 
How many have digested "Value, Price and 
Profit" or "Socialism, Utopia to Science"? 
How many of them could take the platform 
against a good ca,pitalist economist and hold 
their own? A very small percentage, if we 
are to judge by the slush that is their stock 
in trade. If it's sentiment that we want the 
workers to learn, then these fellows have 
the goods, but sound economics-never. 

The Socialist pre~s is very largely filleJ 
with articles that attempt to prove Germany 
a large size edition of hell, and Russia the 
fountain of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, 
or vice versa. England and France, we are 
told, are the world's democracies, or, per
haps I should say, the world's second best, 
the "good old U. S. A.," of course, leading 
the parade. While we are reading this 
cheery news a four-line item over in the 
advertising matter informs us that all mili
tant anti-militarists in France were clapped 
in the democratic French prisons the mo
ment war was declared, where a good many 
of them still languish. The British, not to 
be outdone in the good work of democracy, 
suppress all periodicals that refuse to bow 
to Kitchener and the war office ; tie the 
workers in actual peonage in the munition 
factories; make a dead letter of the few 
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privileges the workers have won by a cen
tury of industrial fights and finally sends 
an army of conscripts to the field to fight 
for "God, Liberty and the H'Empire." Rus
sia quite suddenly becomes one of the hopes 
of the world democracy, having exported, 
we are led to believe, all her un-demo-, 
cratic institutions to the lands of her allies 
and the United States, where they are being 
used with unvarying success from Ludlow 
and Paint Creek to Salt Lake City and 
Youngstown. The movement is wasting 
precious time trying to prove one or the 
other of the combatants the guardian of 
all our liberties-whatever they may be
and Socialist education is forgotten. 

The fact of the matter is, whether we like 
it or not, that we have brought with us into 
the movement many of our old concepts, 
our old ideas, relics of the days when we 
believed in heavenly spooks. We look to 
leaders to free us. And we have been and 
now are preyed upon by an ever increasing 
number of middle-class sentimental asses 
who have imbibed of Plato, Ruskin, Emer
son, Carlyle, Bellamy and Tolstoy and mis
taken their mouthings for revolutionary 
shibboleths. These people are well meaning 
in most cases. This is, however, imma
terial. Results, and naught else, count. 
And the one result of their . activities is 
confusion and more confusion .. 

We have had lots of these people on this 
side the imaginary line, and our. first pre
caution 'has always been to get them on the 
outside of the party and keep them there. 
Only on the ol\,tside are they harmless. 

These are the people who spend precious 
time proving the post office and Panama 
canal Socialist enterprises. From this type 
come suggestions that the class struggle, 
that impregnable fortress of the revolution
ary workers, be dropped as obsolete, be
cause, presumably, it is unpopular in the 
drawing rooms of the ultra respectable mid
dle class. In the next breath they tell us 
that Socialism is appealing to the middle 
class far more than to the slaves, which is 
another way .of saying that the class 
struggle has been dropped at least from the 
propaganda they have carried on. To be 
brief, they would sugarcoat the pill so ef
fectually that the masters might some day 
step down gracefully and fall in line ! ! ! We 
are getting yards of this sort of thing in a 
supposedly Socialist press. 

Why doesn't Socialism appeal to the 

wQrkers? I reply-it does when propa
gated. But it is seldom propagated and al
most never by these disciples of the old 
bourgeois philosophers. In fact many 
of them are continuously doing all pos
sible to emasculate the revolutionary work 
that is being done by a worker here and 
there. It is they who, after joining the or
ganization and pledging themselves to sup
port none but S. P. candidates, at once be
gin to agitate for the breaking down of the 
pledge and insist that they be allowed to 
vote for "Progressive," Labor or other "red 
herring" candidates. It is they who agitate 
for a union of the S. P. with the radical and 
reform elements, for "something now." It 
is they who are so busy today apologizing for 
the "war-socialists" of Europe. And last, 
but not least, they are but the counterparts 
of David, Sudekum, Vandervelde, Semat, 
Guesde, Hyndman and the rest of the trai
torous bunch across the water. They are but 
paving the way for a complete castingaside 
of Socialist principles and are prepared to 
step down, in the event of the United.States 
becoming involved, and say, as did their 
European fellows-"W e don't believe in 
war, but now that the H'Empire is in dan
ger we must do our bit for our country." 

Since the above lines were written several 
months ago they have been proven right 
up to the hilt by the appearance on the 
platform of a number of "Socialist Lead
ers" advocating "Preparedness." And, as 
in Europe, they can go the masters one bet
ter when they start. The danger of us los
ing "our" country was never so fully expa
tiated upon by the Navy League. And many 
even of those who are opposing prepared
ness are doing so from the usual slushy, 
sentimental motives--,-,preparedness means 
war, they say, and "somebody might get 
killed, don't y' know." What the hell do 
we care about the killings in war? Aren't 
we killed in droves and armies every year in 
industry, and just as unnecessarily as in 
war. Aren't the police forces of New York 
and many other cities on this continent 
being drilled in the use of machine guns to 
mow down those who have escaped the rail
way smashes and mine and powder mill ex
plosions and feel the spirit of revolt stir-· 
ring? Killings are as common as cabbages 
in peace as well as in war. We workers 
who are in revolt object to war because it 
makes us pawns, puppets, cannon-fodder at 
the pleasure of the class we hate. We do 
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not object to the killings on moral grounds. 
We know no morality but that of revolting 
slaves-the act or institution that injures 
our interests as workers is immoral-de
cidedly so. That which helps us in our 
fight is moral and right from our viewpoint. 

We object to war because it undoes the 
work we have done very largely. It makes 
cave-men of the best of our class. It 
arouses the blood lust that is our heritage 
from savage, animal ancestors. And it will 
take us several generations to wipe out by 
education the racial and national hatreds 
between the workers of the countries in
volved that have been aroused to satisfy the 
masters' lust for ,profits. It is injuring our 
class and our chances of successful revolt 
for a long time to come. That's the reason 
we oppose war and the only argument that's 
worth a damn. The ordinary man in Amer
ica doesn't care who is getting killed in Eu
rope-superficially considered, it doesn't 
affect him-in fact, it has made business 
good. But show the American slaves that 
they will have their share of it to do to the 
glory and profit of their masters sooner or 
later if they leave those masters in the sad
dle and you are doing something against 
war, against preparedness, and helping to 
knock the underpinning from beneath the 
beast, Capital. 

An ever-increasing number of us believe 
that the time has come for a house cleaning. 
The truth is the only salvation for the So
cialist movement today. We must find the 
seat of the trouble and cut it out. Half
way measures are of no use. Mistaken 
ideas of gratitude will not save us. When 
we find a traitor he must do his dirty work 
on the outside from now on, whether he be 
a traitor from lack of knowledge or from 
the fact that he has secured a more elabor
ate meal ticket, and even though his work in 
the past has been good. Individuals don't 
coun,t-results do. How are we to save 
the movement and make it a powerful 
weapon towards the freedom of the work
ers? There is very little, if any, excuse for 
its existen<;e as at present constituted. 
Bryan or Roosevelt can make a far better 
job of the "something now" business than 
the hot air artists of the S. P. So what's to 
be done? 

When all's said and done, the one function 
of the Socialist movement is to educate the 
workers. We don't know anything about 

the coming revolution. It may come all un
e:x;pectedly at the close of the war. If, as 
seems likely, the golden age for capitalism 
is yet to come as a result of the war, then 
the Social Revolution is perhaps a century 
in future-perhaps several of them. That 
is immaterial in so far as this discussion is 
concerned. Our function is to educate. 
Educate and then educate the workers. The 
revolution will come as the result of the 
growing inability of capitalism to provide us 
with the means of life coupled with the in
telligence that we and those who come after 
us display in revolt. Without working class 
education, class rule can continue in some 
form or other indefinitely. It's up to us. 

Peanut politics will not bring the revolu
tion. Can you imagine a Hillquit or a Stitt 
Wilson precipitating the revolution ! Pea
nut politics will ,play a more contemptible 
part every day as the revolution progresses. 
The efforts of middle-class reformers to 
win to power on the back of an unenlight
ened and uneducated so-called Socialist 
movement will spread confusion. We hear 
talk of "winning'' this or that state for So
cialism next year or the year after. Aus
.tralia and New Zealand were "won" for 
Socialism of the same brand some years ago 
and today they are as loud in their jingoism 
and their "love of the H'Empire" as any 
other people. They are forcing conscripts 
to go to Europe to fight for the capitalists 
of Britain. The so-called "Socialist" or 
Labor government is, of course, a capitalist 
slave driver, as are all oth~r governments, 
past, present or to come. 

As these "Socialists" win small political 
battles by stultifying Socialism, their op
position to the real, sound propaganda be
comes more pronounced. They have tasted 
of the sweets of office and are unalterably 
opposed to any line of action that will lose 
votes and thus hurl them from the honey 
pot. We have even now reached this stage 
of the game. The professional office seek
ers are coming our way. They will swamp 
us. Indeed they already have. 

We are at the parting of the ways. We 
can go on, and even though we be but a few, 
carry on the propaganda of the class 
struggle and thus 1perform our function as 
revolting slaves bent upon winning our free
dom, or we may by leaving the class struggle 
and its solid footing become a bunch of 
crawling worms overjoyed at being allowed 
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to gather a few of the political crumbs that 
fall from our masters' table. In Europe the 
majority decided on the latter course. They 
had very lit tie time to consider when the 
matter came up for decision. We are better 
off than they. We can see the blunder they 
made and avoid it if we are wire. 

Those who are made for office, those who 
want "something now" should get into the 
Bull Moose, W. C. T. U., or Associated 
Charities. They are mis-fits in a real So
cialist movement and if they don't see this 
for themselves, well, they should be shown. 
Ours is not a Socialist movement while this 
element is in the saddle. They will ride 
the party to hell for the sake of a single 
tax reform. If they must make a noise let 
them line up outside, where their disorgan
izing propensities· are harmless. 

Revolution will never come as the result 
of the election of a mayor in Podunk or a 
whole gross of them. Political campaigns 
are mighty handy-they get the crowd
therefore, we are on the right tack when 
we get out, put up candidates and force 
those standard bearers to point out to the 
workers their slave position and the only 
remedy, working-class ownershiP' of the 
means of life. While we confine our efforts 
to .this sort of work, which is not spectacular 
and will not get us office for some time to 
come, we are performing our function as 
grave diggers to capitalism. Every slave 
who is persuaded to think of his position is 
another grave digger. We will have an 
organization that will be a strong nucleus 
for the workers to rally-around when "The 
Day". dawns. The man who is caught by 
high sounding and meaningless oratory is 
not dependable. He will help us to roll up 
a big vote today and tomorrow if the Bull 
Moose offers a little better line of guff, he, 
of course, is caught. In the meantime we 
have only fooled ourselves. · 

Peanut politics is a strictly capitalist 
game. Even though we had something to 
win in the game-which we haven't-all 
authorities to the contrary notwithstanding 
-we counldn't win for we don't know the 
game. The masters and their henchmen 
have us beaten to a frazzle-and then some. 
The efforts of even the best of the "Pro
gressive and Constructive" socialist poli
ticians on this continent are pitiful in the 
extreme when compared with the work of 
a Roosevelt or a Bryan. 

Some day a desperate worker will throw 

a brick at the gunman who is trying to 
crack his head and the Revolution will be 
on. Then where will be our peanut poli
ticians who have "won" for socialism in the 
Podunk municipal council ; where will be 
our schemes for the catching of votes, our 
bids for the support of all the quack re
formers and fakirs of present day politics; 
our constant juggling and re-juggling of 
obsolete platforms and policies to hoodwink 
the workers that they may be "led" easily? 
Where then will we find the elements who 
announce in sonorous phrase from the pub
lic platform their willingness to "die for 
the cause of the working clawses ?" The 
affair in Europe points the way. They will 
desert like rats from a sinking ship. 

The "Statesmen," the "Constructive" poli
ticians, the noted individuals, all these and 
many more will be found in the camp of 
the enemy. For the Revolution is not going 
to be respectable, my friends. When. it 
comes as come it will eventually-the slaves 
are going to do the job-not the fellows 
with the well manicured hands and the roll 
of capitalist ethics but the mud sills. Only 
they possess the incentive. They are 
going to be utterly devoid of respect for 
Law, Religion and Morality as at present 
taught. Those who then stand in the way 
must take the consequences. For it is a 
law of nature that "They may take who 
have the power and they may keep who 
can." We, the workers, when we have 
learned to exercise our brains in our own 
interests as we have developed our brawn 
in the service of our masters, will be able tD 
take and enjoy all the good things we have 
produced so abundantly. Preparedness? 
Yes-preparedness to carry on and to a 
successful conclusion the class war-the 
war of the workers vs. the shirkers. In 
that war we must eliminate all the useless 
elements, all that acts as a drag u,pon us, we 
must scrape the barnacles off. 

Words of praise from the henchmen of 
the master-class for our peanut politicians 
and their antics are becoming more frequent 
every day. When the masters praise us 
there is something wrong with our work 
from a working-class point of view. They 
joy in seeing the workers deluded for 
therein lies their (the masters') safety. If 
we would carry on the class war success
fully lets, for a start, cut out all in our plat
forms, policies and tactics that the masters 
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can, by any manner of means, find reason to 
praise. (The master's fear class education 
of the workers. Class education is our key 
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to the mastery of the world we have made. 
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HO"W TO FIGHT ON THE JOB 

T HE REVIEW is constantly receiv
ing letters from the men in the 
conservative R ail r o a d Brother
hoods and other obsolete trade 

unions, asking how to go to work to wake 
up the men to the necessity of organiz
ing into an Industrial Union. 

Every rebel wants to make his educa
tional work as effective as possible. He 
wants to send home the new ideas and 
point out new methods of warfare for the 
working class, so that they will count in 
the struggles of labor against capital. 

Above all things we need to remember 
that no man can win a fight against the 
railroad corporations or the steel own
ers or the mine operators alone; and if 
he were able, such a fight would not mean 
much of a victory to the working class. 
To accomplish anything, we need edt,tca
tion, organization and numbers. The first 
need, which it is up to the Man on the 
Job to supply, is education. 

Every rebel, every class conscious 
worker in the old craft union must be
come a propagandist, an agitator for so
cialism and industrial unionism, an edu
cator. And the best place in the world 
for agitation an!l educational work is on 
the job. A railway engineer, who has 
been railroading all his life, and has be
longed to his union, can do a lot more 
good for industrial unionism and social
ism right on his run than he could by 
quitting his union and his job. His work 
throws him in touch with scores of other 
railroad men. Their defeats are his de
feats; their needs his. needs. When they 
are betrayed by high officials and petty 
officials, he, too, is betrayed, as long as 
he is on the job. 

Here is an opportunity for him to point 
out how much money the men are wast
ing annually in paying high salaries to 
traitors; to show hpw arbitration has 
.always worked out to the profit of the 
companies, .and to point out what indus
trial unionism, organized industrial 
unionism, with every man working on the 
railroads and running the trains, in one 
union, means. 

Most of us are willing to do the big 
things in the labor movement. We would 

like to feel that we had been the instru
ments thru which the men or women in 
our line of work had become class con
scious, had organized themselves into a 
working class union. But these things 
are not done by one man or one woman. 

It is not talk alone, nor even books, 
that can make a workingman see the ad
vantages of industrial unionism over sec
tional unionism. But it is talking to in
telligent fellow workers on the job, and 
reading about these things and arguing 
about them and discussing them in the 
light of things happening every month in 
the old craft unions, that educates men. 

You will find the brakeman who be
lieves in arbitration changing his mind, 
if you keep after him and he sees him
self and his comrades l)eing betrayed 
thru arbitration year after year. And 
when he finds that the arbitrators. sup
posed to be representing the railroad 
men, has been appointed an officer by one 
of the inimical railroad companies, he 
will begin to see that the railroads are 
only rewarding a faithful servant of the 
railroads-that the union official has been 
representing the interests of the com
panies instead of the men whom he was 
appointed to serve. 

The miners who understand socialism 
and industrial unionism know that time 
contracts work out to injure the miners. 
You can't always convince the man 
working in the shaft beside you by 
words, but when he goes out on strike, 
and when you go out on strike, and you 
show him that the miners in the next 
state or county are working double shifts 
to get out more coal (which will enable 
your bosses to hold out and defeat your 
strike), he will know that you are right. 

Nearly all the old union papers and al
most all officers will tell you that it is a 
good thing to have the mine operators 
collect the miners' union dues. It is a 
good thing for the mine owners. \i\Then 
they take the union dues out of the min
ers' pay envelopes and hand them over 
to the union officials, the mine owners 
expect some return from the union offi
cials, and they have always gotten it. 

Of course, the mine owners prefer to 
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620 HOW TO FIGHT ON THE JOB 

have nothing at all to do with unions or 
union officials, but if there must be 
unionism, it is better for the mine owners 
to collect the dues and give them to the 
officials so that they (and your officials) 
can force you to stay in the kind of an 
organization that the mine owners want 
-that they can control thru the union 
officials. 

Show the miners that the check-off 
merely means that the boss forces you 
to stay in the union and hands your 
money over to the union officials-for 
value to be received. 

Union officials continue to sign up the 
miners' contracts whereby if they quit 
work without official endorsement, to go 
on strike, they can be blacklisted or fined, 
and when one group of miners goes on 
strike, the miners in a nearby point keep 
on working, so that the owner of the 
struck mine will not lose any profits or 
any strikes. 

The check-off is a conspiracy of the 
mine owners and the union officials 
against the miners. Don't it look that 
way to you? Tell this to the man in the 
shaft beside you ! And make him a 
propagandist for working class unionism, 
too. 

There are a few deluded persons who 
imagine that the way to get industrial 
unionism (One Big Union) is to play 
union politics and put new men in the 
jobs of the present office-holders. These 
men do not believe in trusting things to · 
the rank and file. They think they know 
better than Jim, or Tom or Harry what 
Jim and Tom and Harry ought to have. 
They don't think it is necessary to edu
cate the rank and file. They believe they 
can join hands with. a few other union 
men and grab the offices and then give 
you what you ought to have. 

We believe every rebel unionist, every 
socialist and industrialist should attend 
his union meetings, should watch care
fully the tricks that are being put across 
by the politicians, and to back up the 
officers who are really trying to serve 
the working class. You can make the 
floor of your union hall a platform for 
class unionism, the kind of unionism that . 
puts all men into one great fighting or
ganization and gives them a chance of 
victory when they fight the bosses. 

Try to be as impersonal as possible, 
but point out to every member present 
just what is being done, and urge the 
matter of indusfrial union education, o£ 
buying socialist books and magazines for 
the union halls. Pick out the most in
telligent men in the local and talk to 
them. Get them to thinking and reading 
and discussing conditions in the old craft 
unions. . 

We don't believe it is worth while to 
spend all your energies trying to play 
politics to put new men in the offices of 
the old ones. You do not want to trust 
to officials-not even yourselves. And 
remember that the man or men, who 
struggle for ten years to get an official 
position in a union, will have forgotten 
all about everything but the job by the 
time he gets it. All his talk in the union 
will have to be on how to get office instead 
of how to secure a real fighting organiza
tion for the men. 

If you spend all your energies in plan
ning and scheming for office, you will 
have no time for educational work, and 
the real rebel rarely has any chance for 
election anyway, because he is spotted 
at once as a disturber. Men high in office 
in the railr.oad brotherhoods, who serve 
the companies well and union officers who 
have made such a condition possible, will 
see to it that the rebel who looks for office 
quickly loses his job on the road. 

And it would help very little to put 
a sprinkling of revolutionary men in the 
offices of the old craft unions. They 
would be framed-up and gotten out in 
short order unless they had a revolution
ary rank and file to back them. 

And a revolutionary rank and file 
would demand a real union. Real union
ism does not mean dividing the workers 
into tens of hundreds of small isolated 
groups, each supporting half a dozen well 
paid officers, or more. Unionism means 
union-one union. Craft unionism means 
that the working class has been divided 
up instead of united. 

Every organization that divides the 
workers, instead of uniting them, is an 
organization that benefits the capitalist 
class, because it helps to keep the work
ers separated into crafts, so that they 
cannot fight together, strike together, 
work together It keeps the workers from 
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rushing together into great all-embracing 
industrial unions of each entire industry 
·as they would do if there were no craft
dividing unions. 

But we can't have industrial unionism 
just because you and I want it. A good 
many workingmen and women would 
want it, fight for it-and perhaps get it
today if they knew how. It should be 
our big task, our great work, to educate 
these men and to add them to the great 
army of rebels who will go out and get 

new recruits during the coming months. 
We suspect there are going to be 

some interesting and shameless new 
stunts pulled off in connection with the 
anthracite miners' and the railroad men's 
demand for more wages and a shorter 
workday. Keep your eyes open and 
show the men around you just how they 
will be flim-flammed again. 

One place to educate and plan for 
working class organization-real class 
industrial unionism-is on the job. 

LABOR NOTES 
"After Youngstown-what?" IS the 

question. 
If nothing else was shown by the 

Youngstown flare-up, it did give an ink
ling of what a powerful drive the workers 
of one community can make against their 
masters if the proper events come along 
to touch off and set in motion the working 
class forces. 

Complete and thoro organization of 
all steel and machinery workers of the 
United States into one big union is being 
advocated by steel and machinery work
ers who feel the possibilities in that in
dustry. 

They point to towns like Bethlehem, 
Gary, Youngstown, where a single cor
poration or set of interests controls the 
town. 

In such towns craft lines have been 
wiped out to the extent that all the work
ers in the town have one master, one pay
roll. Whether they are puddlers and 
machinists, classified as "skilled" workers, 
or whether they are blast furnace and 
rolling mill men or punch press hands, 
rated as "unskilled," they are tied to
gether by mutual interests actually closer . 
than any bonds that existed between 
workers in the first days of old-fashioned 
craft unions. 

One payroll for all of them and one 
payer for all the payees at these modern 
industrial centers of steel and machinery. 

One high barb-wire fence surrounding 
the shop where they all work for wages. 

One set of time-keepers, recording the 

hours and wages to be entered on the 
payroll. 

One row of gates and one huddle of 
roofs thru which they go to work and 
under which they go thru the mo
tions specified by one central efficiency 
office. 

So, why not one big union of all the 
steel and machinery workers in all the 
steel and machinery centers of the United 
States? · 

One master, one payroll, one high, barb
wire fence, one set of time-keepers and 
efficiency engineers, one set of gates and 
roofs, at Gary, Youngstown, Bethlehem. 

Why not combat the centralized or
ganization of the masters of steel and ma
chinery with one central organization of 
all the workers in that industry into One 
Big Union? 

Is there any fat-headed fool running 
loose anywhere who would deny that once 
such an organization was formed among 
the workers, it could enter demands for 
higher wages, shorter workday and better 
conditions-and enforce its demands? 

Why not One Big Union of all the 
steel and machinery workers of the United 
States? 

That speech of Matthew A. Schmidt is 
worth reading twice, keeping awhile and 
reading again. We live in an age when 
"bullcon" is glorified and bunkshooters 
get away with big bluffs. Here, though, 
was a real man, spurning freedom in the 
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sense that any man is free who is out
side of prison. 

Here he was, this Matthew Schmidt, 
practically opening the door, stepping 
into prison, closing the door of his own 
cell house. 

Months and months the Burns' detec
tives and pussy-foots, agents and emis
saries of all kinds, had tried to break his 
will, cow him, coax him, change his mind. 
It was no go. 

He told the same story last as first. 
Burns and the pussy-foots and all their 
games and schemes were foiled. 

He was charged with aiding in the mur
der of those who were killed in the ex
plosion that wrecked the Los Angeles 
Times building. He explained to the 
court: 

"I have said my case was not a mur
der case. No one really believes that it 
is I want to give you some facts not 
brought out in the evidence. A few days 
after I arrived here from New York, Guy 
Biddinger, formerly a Burns man, came 
to me and asked why I did not get in and 
get some of the reward money. He said: 
· fhey don't want you, nor do they want 
Kaplan. They want to hang Tvietmoe 
and Johannsen, and you can help them and 
then you will be free.' " 

He pictured the very judge who was 
to sentence him. He showed the forces 
behind that judge. He discussed the Zee
handelaar letter, in which the manufac
turers' association of Los Angeles is 
shown on signed admissions to have been 
active in extra-legal operations in draw
ing the grand jury to indict Schmidt. 
Of this the speaker said : . 

"Your Honor ruled that such a letter 
was not material to the case, nor could 
you well do otherwise. The forces back 
of my prosecution would have pulled you 
from this bench and besmirched your 
name even as they secured my convic-
tion.'' · 

However, there wasn't much that was 
personal back of Schmidt's speech. All 
his references to himself are as though 

he was a leaf in a storm, one wave in a 
great sea, one working class finger on mil
lions of hands. Look at the poetry and· 
the historical perspective in this: 

"In the industries of this country more 
than 35,000 workers are killed and 700,-
000 injured each year-and all in the 
name of business. Who ever heard of 
a district attorney attempting to protect 
these victims or to obtain for them re
dress, unless, perchance, the employer 
happened to be a political enemy?" 

"If for the moment' we grant that all 
of the explosions recited here were caused 
by the iron workers, what do we find? 
For every ounce of steel, and for each 
broken bolt or rivet, I can show you a 
dozen lives snuffed out that profits might 
not be disturbed." 

Here he was, facing life sentence to 
prison. And he turns with mingled 
sneers of contempt and feelings of pity 
for the people of the community sending 
him to prison : 

"I understand the despair and horror 
that haunt the poor victims of the rotten 
industrial centers of the East. And I 
know the sacrifice made by their families 
and friends that they may bring their 
shattered lungs and wasted bodies to this 
land of balm and blossom, only to find 
that they must pay tribute to men who 
have capitalized ·their misfortune. It 
was almost wholly from this latter class 
of vultures that I was compelled to select 
a jury.'' 

Great orations are spoken only on great 
occasions. Around the head and mouth 
of Matthew Schmidt when he stated 
cause why he should not be sentenced 
surged the vast forces of working class 
strife and desire for more of life. 

If appeal is denied and "Schmiddy" 
goes to the California penitentiary as a 
"lifer," he will be remembered. Outside 
the fight will go on one way or another to 
spring the penitentiary doors and set free 
a hero who hates to hear anybody talk 
about heroes. 

.. 

.. 
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Benson and Kirkpatrick-The referen
dum vote of the Socialist Party of 
America on candidates for President and 
Vice-President has resulted in the nomi
nation of Allen L. Benson and George 
R. Kirkpatrick. The latter, widely 
known as the author of "War, What 
For?" has a long and honorable record as 
a Socialist teacher and agitator, dating 
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back to the days when such work offered 
but a precarious living even to the ablest 
speakers. He has from the start kept in 
constant touch with the real workers, the 
rank and file of the movement, and he is 
thoroughly grounded in Socialist theory. 
He is an effective speaker, and should make 
an ideal candidate. Comrade Benson, on the 
other hand, is almost an unknown quantity, 
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so far as party work is concerned. He first 
came into prominence some ten years ago, as 
editor of the Detroit Times, a reform 
newspaper. He is a clever and forceful 
writer, and soon after he became a party 
member, propaganda leaflets from his pen 
were circulated in immense quantities 
from the national office of the party. 
Since then he has become widely known 
thru his writings in Pearson's Magazine 
and the Appeal to Reason. To our mind, 
a serious defect in his propaganda has 
been a constant advocacy of "public own
ership," with little insistence on the con
trol by the workers of the conditions un
der which they work. That is to say, his 
appeal has been rather to the middle class 
than to the wage-workers. More recently, 
his writings have been almost wholly in 
opposition to war, and along this line he 
has done excellent work. Now, as out;, 
presidential nominee, he has a tremen
dous opportunity. He is a man of un
questionable ability, and we hope he will 
conduct this year's campaign in a way 
that will leave the Socialist Party 
stronger at its close. 

The Road to Ruin.-Today "public 
ownership," with the owners of property 
owning the government, appeals to the 
immediate material interests of merely 
certain little capitalists who are being 
squeezed by the big ones. Tomorrow the 
big capitalists, themselves squeezed by 
competition from over the sea, are likely 
to fall in line for it. If the Socialist 
Party were to make "public ownership" 
the keynote of its propaganda, we might 
temporarily attract a million middle class 
voters, who would later desert, upon 
realizing that the old parties were going 
to do what we could only talk about. 
Meanwhile we should be losing the con
fidence of the wage-workers who want 
to control their working conditions, no 

matter whether their "boss" is a capitalist 
corporation or a capitalist government. 
The issue of the future is the right to 
organize for workshop control. The road 
to ruin for the Socialist Party is to com
mit itself to an extension of the powers 
and func;.tions of government without pro
vision for control of working conditions 
by the workers. Its road to usefulness 
lies in close cooperation with all revo
lutionary industrial organizations, and in 
loyal support to such organizations in the 
intense struggle with state capitalism 
that is not far distant. 

The Wastes of Competition.-This is 
a subject of which our propaganda in the 
past has had much to say. Our argu
ments were unanswerable, except in one 
way. The capitalists have found· that 
way; they are stopping the wastes. It is 
in Europe, not here, that the biggest ad
vance has been made, because in Europe 
the stress of necessity has been keenest. 
And this process of eliminating waste has 
not stopped and will not soon stop. 
Every day of war increases the burden of 
debt on the warring nations. It is be
coming evident that this debt can never 
be paid by ordinary methods of raising 
revenue, and the only ::tlternative to chaos 
will be the direct exploitation of labor by 
the European governments on a colossal 
scale. That is to say, State Capitalism 
is almost here as a result not of applied 
theories, but of economic necessity. When 
the war is over, and these highly organ
ized industrial states enter the world 
market, how long will American· capi
talists be able to extract their customary 
rate of profit from the railways and the 
big industries of the United States? Is 
it not evident that they will soon have 
to call in the aid of their government to 
modernize their organization? 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 
BY WILLIAM E. BOHN 

The Dilution of British Labor. An im
portant aspect of the war is summed up 
in this new term, "dilution." It doesn't 
mean that labor is to be diluted with rest, 
but rather that union laborers are to be 
diluted by an admixture of non-union. 
This is what the union men of England 
and Scotland have foreseen from the be
ginning. The fight against ·it is so im
portant that I shall here go into the whole 
matter in some detail. Let all our war
patriots ponder the results of war in the 
labor world. Incidentally, it may be re
marked, this new development has an im
portant bearing on the status of craft 
unionism. 

War affects the conditions of labor in 
various ways. First of all, hundreds of 
thousands of the youngest and strongest 
workers are rapidly withdrawn from the 
labor market. Their places in factory 
and mine are filled, so far as possible, by 
the hiring of other m.en not drawn to the 
field of battle. Some few of these may 
be equally skilled with those who have 
been removed. But the supply of highly 
skilled and efficient labor is soon ex
hausted. Then the unskilled or less 
skilled are pushed into the vacant places 
and rapidly given whatever training is 
necessary. Next, the women and chil
dren are called in and set to do all sorts 
of machine work. The skilled laborers 
who remain are given oversight over 
groups of these latter. 

In the second place, there is a great 
shift in the nature of the national indus
tries. There is less demand than in nor
mal times for various sorts of luxuries. 

But there is a sudden increase in the de
mand for arms, uniforms, military stores, 
etc. A factory hitherto devoted to the 
turning out of baby carriages is rapidly 

· remodeled and turned to the manufacture 
of torpedoes or small arms. Some skilled 
workers find themselves suddenly un
skilled. That is, they can no longer find 
places in which there is call for their par
ticular sort of skill. So they must take 
whatever offers. 

Now, according to craft union stand
ards, English labor is the best organized 
in the world. The English unions are 
the oldest and the richest. They have, 
moreover, developed the most respectable 
and efficient leadership of a certain type. 
Their leaders are, for the most part, con
servative enough in their outlook on life, 
but they have been long in positions of 
trust and they are perfectly· able to stand 
up against English statesmen and capi
talists and represent their case according 
to their lights. 

Under war conditions the union mem
bers saw approaching the end of all the 
advantages they have been fighting a 
hundred years to achieve. Mr. W. Stew
art, writing in the Glasgow Forward 
about the recent trade union Congress at 
Bristol, says: "The Bristol riots of 1831, 
more than any other event, determined 
the passing of the Reform Bill some 
months later. But that was a long time 
ago. * * * What a tremendous road 
we have traveled in a hundred years! It 
is marvelous ! The working-class have, 
in a century of progress, turned a com
plete somersault, and have come down 
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in the exact spot from which they started. 
Well, not the very exact spot, but a little 
behind it. They have got "conscription." 
This sort of reflection is going on every
where in England, and with regard to 
many features of the labor situation. 

And there is one aspect of the case 
which makes it particularly harrowing to 
the union officials. The ancient distinc:.. 
tion between skilled and unskilled is 
rapidly fading. The fiction is that the 
operators of certain machines get their 
"good" wages because they have acquired 
a rare sort of skill. And now it is pro
posed to place day-laborers and girls at 
those sacred machines. The whole struc
ture of unionism as built up through all 
these years has seemed to topple. 

And there is no doubt that the danger 
to working-class conditions is a very real 
one. All experience leads the British 
workers to think that the common la
borers and women set at the machines 
will be given the lowest possible wages. 
In fact, they are, in general, paid just 
about the sort of wages that common 
labor has received for years past. No one 
would be simple-minded enough to think 
that when the war is over these workers 
will be turned out and replaced by union 
men a~ union rates. This is just what 
caused the trouble when Lloyd George 
made his famous visit to Glasgow at 
Christmas time. He told the workers 
that the government loves them and will 
see that everything is set right again 
once peace has been declared. And those 
dour Scots told him they didn't believe 
a word of it! 

It will be remembered that it was at 
Parkhead Forge that the Minister of Mu
nitions was told some wholesome truths. 
And the speaker was a certain Mr. David 
Kirkwood, chairman of the shop stew
ards. It is a pleasure to record the fact 
that Mr. Kirkwood won his point. Fol
lowing is his proposal on behalf of the 
men. This proposal was agreed to by 
the company and approved by the gov- · 
ernment. · 

Position of Parkhead. Workers on Dilution 
Your SOLE desire is increased output. 
You are perfectly satisfied with the labor 

you are receiving from the skilled workers, so 
far as it goes. 

You have no objection to the price that is 
being paid to labor for the munitions which 
we are producing. 

' . 
NoA\oney 
In Advance 

This Marvelous 
CAMERA 

On FREE Trial! 
Only 10,000 of these marvelous, instan
taneous picture-taking and making cam

eras to be sent out absolutely on approval 
without a penny in advance just to prove 
that it is the most wonderful invention-

_the sensation of the age. So you 
must sendforitquick! Just 

think of it-the new 
Mandel-ette 

TAKES 
AND 

MAKES 
Finished 
Pictures 

Instantly! 
You press the button, drop card in developer and in one 

minute take out a perfect, finished post card photo, 2Y.x3Y. 
inches in size. Camera. itself, is about 4~x5x7 inches. 
Loads in daylight 16 to 60 post cards at one time. 

No Films-No Plates-No Dark Room 
Not a bit of the muss and bother of the ordinary kodak 

or camera. It is instantaneous photography. Universal 
focus lens produces sharp pictures at all distances. Pictures 
develop and print automatically, Can't overdevelop; results 
simply amazing. 

We Trust You 
No difference who you are, where you live or what your 

age, we will send you the complete "Mandel-ette" outfit 
absolutely on approval and give you 10 days to test it. If 
not satisfactory return it. But when you see what elegant 
jlictures it takes-so quick. so easy, with no trouble at an
i 1 you wish to keep it you simply send us $1.00 per month 
ttutil our special price of only $6.00 is paid. 

EASY PAYMENTS--/NO REFERENCES 
No red tape of any kind. Monthly payments so small 

you'll not notice them. Lots of fun and big profits. 
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

Plain instructions and everything complete with outfit 
so you can begin taking pictures the moment it arrives. We 
guarantee that even a child can operate it. Mail coupon 
right now. No risk or obligation to keep camera. 

___ The Chicago Ferrotype Co.,_--, 
r. Desk,261 Ferrotype Bldg., Chlcaco, IlL 

I Send me at once one complete model Mandel~ette Camera outfit I 
including supply of post cards and instructions. I agree to exam-

! ine and test 1t thoroughly and if satisfied keep it and pay you $1 a I 
month until your special price of $5 is paid. OtherWJSe I will re· 
turn it at the end of 10 days. 
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' ALREADY IN ITS SECOND EDITION 

"The Life and Exploits of Jehovah" 
No book on earth like it-it's a scream from start to finish-if you 

have not read it you have missed a rare treat. 
Price, single copy, handsomely bound in silk cloth, prepaid to any 

address in the United States or Canada, $1.00. 

Write for special prices to agents and dealers 

Writes Libby Culbertson MacDonald, ex
President National Rationalist Association: 
"The whole world loves a lover, but it loves a 
laugh as well. You certainly give us a plenty 
to laugh at in the Life of .Jehovah. • • . You 
have accomplished an Herculean task, for 
which humanity is grateful." 

Says Eugene v. Debs: "It is a book unlike 
any other ever written about the mythical 
monster hailed as the great .Jehovah in the 
dim ages of superstition's starless night, and 
still worshipped with blind idolatry by millions 
of priest-ridden victims of mental blindness 
and moral degeneration. • . . Your. sense 
of humor, of the ludicrous, is in refreshing 
evidence, -while your wonderful imaginative 
powers are given free rein and if your reader, 
however, void of the sense of the ridiculous, 
fails to chortle with merriment and alter
nately explode with la.ughter under the in
fluence of your masterly ridicule, he is cer
tainly a fit subject for the undertaker." 

Walter Holloway, President Rationalist As
sociation of North America, writes: "Besides 
having many a hearty laugh at the expense 
of the jungle god and. his fantastic fellows, I 
find my knowledge of the times and conditions 
out of which the Bible grew, greatly increased. 
I never before so fully realized how much 
richer the 'holy' book would have been had 
the Talmudic and Apocryphal writings been in
cluded. What a pity God repudiated so much 
of .his writings! . . . Friend Tichenor has 
more humor than .Jehovah and has done us a 
service in restoring the discarded stories. We 
may now know God for the rare bird he really 
is." 

Ex-Senator B. A. Dague of Iowa, Says: "I 
read this history of the life and exploits of 
.Jehovah of the Old Testament with intense in
terest and keen amusement. The author is a 
naturally gifted humorist and an expert in 
the use of sarcastic language. While he faith
fully retells many of the exploits of Jehovah 
as given by the writers of the Bible, doing no 
injustice to the statements made by them, he 
puts the narrative in such words as to make 
the reader laugh until his sides are sore." 

Says the noted writer and novelist, George 
Allan England: "Let me thank you and ex
press my appreciation for the keen satire, cut
ting analysis and profound skill with which 

you cut through the shams and errors of re
ligious stupidity and bigotry in your 'Life of 
Jehovah.' Your trenchant pen dispels the 
darkness of ignorance as the sun puts to 
flight the owls and bats of night. More power 
to you, and a wider field to your labors!" 

Martin L. Bunge, editor the Freidenker, Mil
waukee, writes: "I have received and read 
the wonderful book by Henry M. Tichenor, the 
'Life and Exploits of Jehovah,' and have rec
ommended same to German Turners and Free
thinkers in 'Freidenker' of Feb. 13, 1916, and 
'Amerikanische Turnzeitung.' I wish that mil
lions may read this book and not only laugh 
about Jehovah's ignorance and awkwardness, 
but resolve that they will do all they can to 
liberate our civilization from the spectres of 
barbaric ages, from the fangs of organized 
superstition and systematized hypocrisy." 

Dr. T. J. Bowles., of Muncie, Ind., writes: "I 
wish I knew what to say to the Am.erican 
people about your Life and Exploits of Je
hovah, but all the languages of all the tribes 
of all the nations of the earth do not contain 
words to express my appreciation of this most 
valuable work of all the centuries. Voltaire 
and Thomas Paine were among the greatest 
benefactors of the human race, and achieved 
immortality by emancipating civilized men 
from the worship of crucified saviors, holy 
books and divine revelations, but your book 
will completely emancipate all rational men 
from the tyrant in the sky who has poisoned 
all the fountains and springs of life." 

The publisher of the book, Phil wagner, of 
St. Louis, backed by years of experience and 
criticism, says: 

"I have been in the publishing business a 
good many years and I believe I know a good 
thing when I see it, and Tichenor's 'Life of 
.Jehovah' certainly takes its place in the front 
ranks of the world's most classic works of sa
tire. I do not hesitate to predict that it will 
be read and enjoyed and laughed over by. gen
erations to come, and, I believe, is destined to 
free more brains from the chains of priest
craft and superstition than any work hitherto 
produced. Where others have disputed and 
denied, the author of the 'Life of Jehovah' 
simply satirizes; he uses caustic rather than 
logic; Jehovah, as he puts lt himself, is 
'laughed out of court." 

One Dollar brings you this book, prepaid 

Address THE MELTING POT, Pontiac Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 
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If we could supply skilled workers in suffi
cient numbers you would not bring forward a 
dilution scheme. 

You do not wish to introduce unskilled 
labor because it is cheaper, but because the 
supply of skilled labor is inadequate, and there
fore the unskilled is required to give the in
creased output necessary. 

We have every sympathy with your desire 
for increased output, but we fear, for reasons 
which I need not enumerate, the introduction 
of a class of labor to our industry that will do 
our work cheaper than we are doing it, and 
recognize that if employers can obtain the 
same results for £1 from the new class of la
bor as they do from us for 30s, nothing-ex
cept, perhaps, our force after a violent strug
gle-can prevent a reduction in our wages. 

Our suspicion that under the cloak of pa
triotism cheap labor will slip in arises from 
the fact that, n'aturally, cheap labor is wel
comed by employers. 

Now, if you are desirous of protecting us 
by keeping up the price of our labor, we sub
mit _ the following as a reasonable working 
basis: 

Conditions of Dilution Scheme at Messrs. 
Breadmore, Parkhead 

1. That the income of the new class of la
bor be fixed, not on the sex, previous training, 
or experience of the worker, but upon the 
amount of work performed, every effort being 
made to secure the maximum of output. 

2. That a committee appointed by the 
skilled workers be accepted by the employers, 
with power to see that this arrangement is 
loyally carried out. Failing agreement be
tween employer and the committee, the mat
ter to be referred to a final tribunal, mutually 
arranged, or, failing agreement, appointed by 
Board of Trade. 

3·. That a record of all past and present 
changes in practice be handed to the convener 
of shop stewards and by him remitted to the 
district office, to be retained for future refer
ence. 

4. That all skilled and semi-skilled men 
who were engaged at the engineering trade in 
the service of the firm immediately prior to 
the war be granted a certificate to that effect. 

5. No alteration shall take place in this 
scheme unless and until due notice is given to 
the workmen concerned and the procedure fol
lowed as prescribed by Clause 7 of Schedule 
II of the Munitions of War Act, 1915. 

The principle underlying all of this is 
that workers are to be paid, not in ac
cordance with their classification as 
skilled or unskilled, but according to the 
amount of work they turn out. The scale 
of the skilled, reckoned not by the day, 
but by the amount of product, is to be 
applied to all. 

A still more elaborate scheme for the 
protection of the workers during the proc
ess of dilution has been worked out by 
a committee and accepted by a number 
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THIS HAPPY WIFE 
Wishes to tell yeu FREE 

. HOW SHE STOPPED 
Her Husband's Drinking 

Write te Her and Learn How She Did It 
For over 20 years James Anderson of 49 Oak 

Ave., Hillburn, N. Y., was a very hard drinker. 
His case seemed a hopeless one, but 10 years ago 

his wife, in their own little 
home, gave him a simple rem
edy which much to her delight 
stopped his drinking entirely. 

She also tried this remedy 
on her brother and several 
neighbors. It was successful 
in every case. None of them 
has touched liquor since. 

She now wishes everyone 
who has drunkenness in their 

homes to try this simple remedy, for she feels 
sure that it will do as much for others as it has 
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drinking and she will reply by return mail in a 
sealed envelope. As she has nothing to sell do 
not send her money. Simply send a letter with 
all confidence to Mrs. Margaret Anderson at the 
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wishes to cure a dear one of drunkenness to write to this 
lady today. Her offer is a sincere one.) 
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or otherwise, and when I read the number,. a little later, I felt much as she did about it." 
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of large concerns at Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
The following articles of this scheme 
are designed to protect the men against 
reductions in wages. 

Wage Provisions at Newcastle-on-Tyne 
1. Where semi-skilled or unskilled labor is 

employed on work identical with that under
taken by skilled labor, the time rates and piece 
prices and premium bonus times shall be the 
same as that hitherto paid for the operations 
when performed by skilled labor. 

2. Where skilled labor is at present em
ployed,. such shall not be displaced by less
skilled labor unless other skilled employment 
is offered to those about to be displaced. 

3. Where skilled labor is transferred to 
any other work the earnings of such skilled 
labor shall not be less than that hitherto paid 
to such labor so transferred. 

The following provision against speed
ing up is a part of this agreement: "It is 
agreed between the men and the firm 
that repetition work in the scheme of di
lution shall not be subject to change of 
prices or time limit during the war. No 

, time limit shall be recorded during the 
war for the purpose of being made the 
basis of prices or time limit after the 
war, and sU:'ch men as have hitherto been 
employed as machine inspectors on that 
work be transferred to productive work." 

So far as the groups involved in these 
agreements are concerned, the war may 
be a well disguised blessing. It is evi
dent that they are fearless and wide
awake in defending their interests. Open
ing the eyes of large sections of workers 
to the more or less fictitious nature of the 
distinction between skilled and unskilled 
may result in great good. 

It must be remembered, however, that 
dilution has already taken place on a 
large scale all over Britain, France and 
Germany. The number of workers who 
have been able to defend themselves 
against the disastrous effects of it must 
be comparatively small. By the millions 
women, boys, and common laborers are 
doing what has hitherto been paid as 
skilled labor and doing it at common 
labor rates. The result will probably be 
just what David Kirkwood and his fel
low Scots foresaw. It may mean the 
end of the old form of unionism. And 
there may be a long interim of non
unionism. 

Conscription of Wealth. Usually such 
notes as these deal with events. But 
sometimes an idea is more important than 
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an occurrence. Such is the notion that 
is taking hold of English Socialists at the 
present moment. The English now have 
conscription. That is, the government 
assumes the power to seize the bodies of 
its male citizens and consign such as it 
sees fit to the trenches. Cabinet control 
over flesh and blood is complete. You 
may be a pacifist. You may believe this 
war is unjust. You may not· hate the 
Germans or wish to destroy them or any
body else. The government asks no 
questions. It takes you from your home, 
gives you a gun and a little discipline and 
sends you out to kill. England must 
win; therefore the English government 
must be given first claim to the bodies of 
young men. 

Now, it is evident to all that something 
besides bodies are essential to victory. 
The war is costing England nearly 20,-
000,000 dollars a day. Wealth is needed 
in unprecedented quantities. The present 
method of getting hold of the necessa.ry 
wealth is to issue bonds. Rich men lend 
money to the government on these bonds. 
Then they sell the government arms or 
supplies, get back what they paid for the 
bonds, and lend it over again. The con
tinuation of this process is mortgaging 
the whole national existence for indefinite 
ages to come. The process is an unpleas
ant one for the nation. But somehow 
money must be got. 

And there is another angle to the mat
ter. Even with money in hand the gov
ernment finds it difficult to secure suffi
cient stores. Prices are soaring. Eng
land is owned by a very small class, 
mostly the representatives of ancient 
families. Tracts which supported goodly 
populations three or four centuries ago 
are given over to shooting preserves. An 
effort was made recently to call out the 
Scotch Highlanders, and it was dis
covered that there are practically no 
Highlanders. They have been driven 
from their hillsides. England could sup
port more people; that is, could furnish 
more food, if the land were in the hands 
of the government or in possession of 
small farmers. Here is another thing the 
government needs. 

So the Socialists have had an idea: 
"Conscript wealth; conscript the land." 
Robert Smillie, not a Socialist, gave this 

'\ 
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idea dramatic force recently when he de
clared in a great meeting in Glasgow: "It 
is damnable that Lord Derby, who has 
not sacrificed one acre of the land which 
he holds, should have the power to say 
to other men, 'Come or I will fetch you.' " 

Referring to this sentence, the Herald, 
London, editorializes: "Lord Derby's 
position is to be regarded as a typical, 
not a personal, one. No one will deny 
that he has labored patriotically accord
ing to his lights. What he fails to realize 
is the anomalous position of the whole 
class to which he belongs. * * * How 
the whole system of property which sus
tains the landlord and the capitalist 
strikes the worker is, we imagine, quite 
unrealized by landlords and capitalists. 

* * * 
"The frame of mind of a man who, re-

maining in security and comfort at home, 
can force others into the midst of death, 
destruction, mutilation and terror, is so 
extraordinary as to defeat comment. * 
* * There is one thing which the rich 
man can do to save himself from the 
reproach of letting others perish in his 
interests. . He can strip himself of all 
pomp and luxury, and reduce his way of 
living to that of the private soldier. He 
must not, he cannot, ask his fellow
countrymen to give up their blood * * 
and then to return, such of them as can 
hope to return, to a Britain as unequally 
divided as ever, as shamefully exploited 
as ever, and far less free than the Britain 
they went out to save. 

"But, if the rich man persists in refusing 
the sacrifice * * * let him be compelled. 
Let his broad acres be conscripted; they 
are of less value than the men who are 
being conscripted now." 

Thus far, it should be added, the rich 
men in question have modestly failed to 
come forward with their sacrifices. In 
Scotland a public-spirited statesman sug
gested a way of hastening enlistment. 
"Let each landlord," said he, "promise 
each soldier a homestead of ten acres if 
he returns from the war to claim it.'' 
Not one landlord came forward with a 
single ten-acre plot to place upon his 
country's altar. Even the fanatical hatred 
of Germans does not carry the propertied 
classes so far afield as that. 

"Let us not," says the Herald, "in the 
midst of the great war, forget the war 
that we know so well to be greater still. 
Great Britain is not owned by the Brit
ish; it is owned by the landlords." And 
so, we must add, is Germany. 

The Herald Coming Back. The fore
going paragraphs lead one to talk of the 
Herald. As a great daily and a very 
small weekly it has had its troubles. But 
the war is bringing it back to its rightful 
position. George Lansbury is its editor. 
John Scurr is a tegular contributor. Wil
liam Dyson draws for it some of the 
best cartoons in the world. Its line is 
not so much fighting against the war as 
fighting for British labor during the war. 
! nd it can fight. 
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JOHN MACY. 

Socialism in America: By John Macy, author 
of "The Spirit of American Literature." 
Published by Doubleday, Page & Co.; New 
York. Price, $1.00 net. 
Without exception the best history of the So

cialist and labor movement in this country yet 
published. In this little volume Mr. Macy has 
accomplished wonders in eliminating the ir
relevant. He has touched only upon the 
phases of Socialism germane to the class 
struggle. This book should be in the library 
of every Socialist party local in America. It 
points out clearly the reform, confusionist ten
dencies in the party and to what this trend 
would inevitably lead. It is an inventory of 
those things we have accomplished and the 
dangers that surround us in the bogs of re
formism; it is not only these things, but a 
prophecy and a warning. Read. this book. 
It will help to clarify the issues before you 
today and help to put the Socialist movement 
on a clear basis of the class struggle. 

Capital Today: A Study of Recent Economic 
Development. By Herman Cahn. Published 
by G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York. Cloth, 
$1.50 net. 
Superficial writers, some of them claiming 

to be Socialists, often come out with the as
sertion that Marx is out of date by reason of 
the immense development of capitalism since 
the publication of "Capital/' The present 
volume is the best possible refutation of such 
statements. In it Comrade Cahn has applied 
the discoveries of Marx to recent economic 
phenomena and has thus accomplished two im
portant things: he has shown that the Marxian 
theories are confirmed and re-enforced by the 
new facts of recent development, and by the 
aid of these theories he has made intelligible 
to ordinary readers an immense mass of im
portant facts which have hitherto been both 
complicated and baflling. 
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Space forbids a summary of the entire work, 
and we shall confine our comment to the au
thor's analysis of one phenomenon, the ex
traordinary increase of what he calls "money 
of account," that is to say of bank deposits pay
able nominally in gold or its equivalent in bank, or 
treasury notes. These deposits in banks in 
the United States in 1863 amounted to $394,-
000,000. In 1913 they had increased to $17,936,-
000,000. The money in circulation for redeem
ing these deposits amounted in 1863 to $675,-
000,000, nearly double the deposits. In 1913 it 
amounted to $3,720,000,000, only a small frac
tion of the deposits. And since 1913 this dis
crepancy has been increasing faster than ever, 
so that the whole banking system is fast drift
ing into a state of insolvency. 

Why does this "money of account" always 
increase from year to year, and much faster 
than the gold supply? Our author gives the 
explanation. The daily deposit in bank made 
by each active capitalist (individual or cor
poration) includes not only values which will 
later have to be withdrawn to pay for labor, 
materials, or other expenses incidental to the 
productive process, but also a SURPLUS pro
duced by labor, for which the capitalist will 
never have to give any equivalent at all. Part 
of this surplus may later be withdrawn by the 
capitalist or by the stockholders of the cor
poration for personal expenditure, but a large 
portion of it remains, if not in the original 
bank, then in some other bank to which it is 
transferred by check,- as loanable capital. It 
may be lent and repaid repeatedly, but once 
created it never disappears, unless through 
the bankruptcy of some bank or borrower, and 
the proportion of bankruptcies in the United 
States during the last fifty years has not been 
great enough to retard to any extent the 
growth of this "money of account." So it 
keeps on growing. 

As to the outcome the author has his pre
dictions, for which we refer the reader to the 
book itself. Whether we accept these conclu
sions or dissent from them, "Capital Today" 
is well worth reading, and we consider it the 
most important addition to the literature of 
Socialism that has been made for years.-C. 
H.K. 

Anthracite: A new volume on natural re
source monopoly, by Dr. Scott Nearing, of 
the University of Toledo, author of "Wages 
in the United States," "Financing the Wage 
Earner's Family," etc., etc. Published by 
The John C. Winston Company, Philadel
phia, Pa. Price, $1.00 net. 
The facts contained in this volume refute 

the statements of the coal operators who have 
instituted an advertising campaign against the 
anthracite miners who are demanding a 20 
per cent wage increase. Every socialist should 
have a copy to equip himself -for helping the 
miners win this fight. 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 

This Hall Is Collectively Owned by the Miners of Huntly, 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

The Broken Hill Miners of Australia are 
out on strike, 6,000 strong, for the purpose of 
securing a 44-hour week. The REVIEW received 
a cablegram from W. B. Barnett, general sec
retary, requesting us to notify the miners of 
America. We immediately notified the U. M. 
W. of A. 

If the strike succeeds, it will mean that a 
44-hour week will be established in Australia. 
The miners are showing a splendid spirit of 
solidarity, but we regret to note that the 
Engine Drivers' and Firemen's Association are 
scabbing on strikers. So much for the beauties 
of craft organization. The most effective spot 
to hit the boss is to strike at his bank roll, 
which means striking on the job. 

The Gold Miners of Leadhills, Scotland, have 
just finished their six-month strike. They won 
an increase in wages, and all the men are to 
be taken back without discrimination. An 
agreement was sent signed under protest, 

·which will no doubt be taken up for future 
consideration. 

These gold mines are the oldest in Great 
Britain and are located in the highest hills 
of Scotland. The miners own one of the old
est circulating libraries in Europe. 

The strike was supported by all the forces 
of labor. The Scottish Miners' Federation do
nated a large sum, as well as other miners' 
organizations. 

From One of the Old Guard-"I have been 
a member of the party for over ten years, 
spent lots of money, a good deal of it when 
I really could not afford it, but my enthusiasm 
is gone. The reason is the leaders who run 
the party are too liberal with the money they 
get from the Jimmy Higgins; most of it is 
produced under hard circumstances. It is 
money, money, money all the time and debts 
piling up all the time from one end of the 
party to another. Considering the caliber of 
the speakers they cost too much money, and 
I, for one, have got tired of going in my pocket 
to make up the deficit. A dollar for literature 
is more benefit than $2.00 spent on s.ome "fly 
by night" speaker. Fraternally yours, G. B., 
Montana." 
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The General Executive Board of the Indus
trial Workers of the World will convene in 
Chicago, Monday, April 3, at headquarters, 164 
W. Washington street. 

To Improve the Review-Comrade Hilary of 
Canada sends in $3.00 for renewals and adds: 
"The only way I know you might improve the 
REVIEW would be to enlarge it and give us 
more of it." If every REVIEW reader will round 
up on yearly subscriptions during the next 
three months, we could easily enlarge the RE
VIEW. 

Gustavus Myers Honored-Owing to the 
array of original facts pertaining to the early 
history of Canada appearing in the "History 
of Canadian Wealth" by Comrade Myers, he 
has been elected a Fellow of the American 
Geographical Society. It is a great pleasure 
to us to see· one who has contributed more 
than any other Socialist to the literature of 
our American movement recognized by men 
so high up in the field of learning. Such writ
ers as Comrade Myers are rarely appreciated 
during their lifetime. The American Geo
graphical Society is a happy exception. 

"Democracy on the March"-Comrade 
Henry L. Slobodin has been discoursing for 
several months through the pages of the IN
TERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW, He has been 
taken to task for his advocacy of universal 
military training and makes his come-back at 
his critics in the March REVIEW, winding up 
thusly: 1 

"Democracy is on the march." "Democracy 
of arms is coming." 

Wonder if democracy in economic social re
lations is coming? Why not look and seek 
for that goal while we are at it? 

When the cowboys and bad men of old 
used to roam the wooley west with their 
shooting irons, they had "democracy of arms"; 
but democracy in the cattle industry was not 
developing because of it. 

When our savage and barbarous ancestors 
of long ago all possessed their little clubs and 
spears and bow and arrow, they had "democ
racy of arms"; but democracy in economic re
lations was not the thing that was then devel
oping because of that. 

I understand that Comrade Slobodin is a 
scientific socialist of the Rand School. Then 
let us suggest to him that democracy in eco
nomic relations is the king democracy that 
will determine the nature of the democracies 
in practically all the super-structural social re
lations, once it is attained. · Economic bed
rock, its arrangement, development and organi
zation is the thing to consider first, and work 
into the super-structure from the foundation. 

Any so-called "political democracy," "re
ligious democracy" or "milh:ary democracy" is 
but a hollow sham so long as we have not 
attained democracy in economic relations. 



This Hall Is Collectively Owned by the Miners of Huntly, 
Auckland, New Zealand. 
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Socialism and War 
By LOUIS B. B(!UDIN 

Author of "The Theoretical System of 
Karl Marx." 

A brilliant and adequate Socialist interpre
tation of the Great War by the foremost 
Marxian scholar in America. 

This book develops a theory of the economic 
basis of Imperialism that is at once original 
and satisfactory. 

The general problems involved in the 
Socialist attitude to ALL wars are brilliantly 
discussed. 

The Analysis is Strictly Scientific, the 
Style and Pre•entation Simple 

and Direct. 

This important book has lately been pub
lished in New York at $1.10 postpaid. We 
have bought part of the edition, and while 
our copies last, we will mail the book to any 
REVIEW reader on receipt of $1.00. Address 

Chas. H. Kerr & Company 
341-349 East Ohio Street, Chicago 

Multiply Your Power to Con
vince and Inspire Others 

Oratory 
Its Requirements and Rewards 

By JOHN P. ALTGELD 

A short time before he died, the first edition of Gov
ernor John P. Altgeld"s "Oratory" was published. It 
was immediately recognized as the best treatise of its 
kind ever published and this first small edition very 
soon sold out. A second was not printed, and through 
a strange oversight, the book became almost forgotten, 
except by the lew who owned much-prized copies. 

It is now out in book form again, well printed on good 
paper, bound in doth. It is written for the man or 
woman who has something to say and wants to know 
how to say it effectively in public. 

We have arrange<{ with the publishers lor I 00 copies 
to be sold at the regular retail price of SOc a copy, 
postpaid. First come, first served. 

Charles H. Kerr & Company 
341 East Ohio Street CHICAGO 

Social ·development started with "democracy 
of arms." Where are our military Socialists 
anyway? Marching backward? 

Would further suggest that democracy in 
economic relations does not grow out of "de
mocracy of arms." IT NEVER HAS. That 
is the point. 

To hell with military training. Let us have 
ECONOMIC TRAINING. We do need it. 
-Proletaria Bill. ' 

Our War Element-Why not, as a New 
Year's resolution, propose an amendment to 
the Socialist party platform, National and In
ternational, that will prevent and do away 
with our pro-war element? 

What shall we do with our pro-war com
rades? Having held various discussions with 
many of them on war, I find that some favor 
it. But so far as I can see, there is rio "justi
fication of war" from a Socialist viewpoint. 
When you have chosen a cause, which you 
know is just, live for it and, if need be, die 
for it. The time came in Europe at the out
break of this European war for the Socialist 
party of all the warring nations to emphasize 
this principle. 

"Socialism and Opposition to War!" To 
live for it and die for it. I maintain that if 
only 1,000 Socialists or so had stood ready to 
be court-martialed and shot down in the streets 
of Berlin, and likewise in Vienna, Paris, Petro
grad, and all other important cities of the 
warring nations wherever the Socialist party 
was strongest, the emperors, czars and kings 
would not have held the iron hand as they 
do today, and in all probability the world con
flict would to some extent have been avoided. 

Now, the question is, What shall we do 
with our pro-war comrades? How can we, the 
Socialist party of the United States, avoid re
peating, in case of war, the error of our Eu
ropean comrades? Furthermore, what could 
we do with such Socialists in time of a social 
revolution? Why not make them class con
scious today? They ought to decide which 
side they are going to take, now or never, 
when they join the Socialist party. 

I deem it would almost be best to be out 
and alone than in the party with a pro-war 
division.-F. S., Chicago. 

What About War Plans?-A comrade in 
Billings, Mont., writes us a very interesting 
letter this month, in which he points to a very 
significant fact. Are capitalists who are put
ting their moneys in munition factories and 
plants, for making of guns and other weapons 
of warfare-are these capitalists expecting to 
allow their plants to lie idle after the Euro
pean war is over? This is a very interesting 
point. Perhaps it is a great factor back of 
much of this talk for preparedness. Of course, 
these capitalists desire to continue the manu
facture of arms and ammunition. Continued 
wars will be most profitable to them. Think 
this over and talk it over with your friends. 
-S. F. H. 

Water 'l'roublee 
IN OlD PEOPLE BED WETTING IN CHILDREN AND 

FREE. ZemetoOo., Dept.--. :Kll;!~ee~\9-1~~ 
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Elizabeth Gurley Flynn is on a lecture tour. 
The following are her subjects: 

I. W. W. History, Structure, and Methods. 
Solidarity-Labor's Road to Freedom. 
Lessons of the Lawrence and Paterson 

Strikes. 
Misconceptions of the I. W. W. 
Violence in Relation to Labor. 
Sabotage. 
Women in Industry. 
Small Families a Working Class Necessity. 
The Mexican Struggle for Freedom. 
Patriotism and Preparedness. 
Labor's Prisoners in the U. S. Today. 
She will speak throughout Ohio, Indiana, 

Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa 
and Missouri. 

Labor organizations desiring to secure dates 
should write to Wm. D. Haywood, room 307, 
164 West Washington street, Chicago, Ill. 

Margaret Sanger of New York is going to 
deliver three lectures in Chicago, beginning 
April 25th. Every rebel will want to hear her. 
Announcements regarding place and hour will 
be made in the newspapers, as well as from 
the various radical platforms. 

From a Rail Slave-A railroad company m 
the state of K--- is so much interested in 
its men that it has representatives attend all 
meeting held by the various orders of the 
trainmen and, like wolves in sheep clothing, 
send the railroad officials a report of all busi
ness transacted at railroad employees' meet
ings. 

When a brakeman or fireman joins either 
one of those two orders he is called up the 
next morning and discharged. Of course he 
is supposed to be joining a secret order, but 
railroad spotters are on the inside and, in 
many instances, hold official positions. 

When some important matter is referred to 
the members to vote upon (like whether they 
should join the Southeastern Association, for 
example) they are sent ballots by the secre
taries to vote and sign their names instead of 
being allowed to vote by secret ballot as it 
should be. It is needless to say that the men 
never vote against the railroad company's in
terest. 

Some of these hirelings have the nerve to at
tend state legislature meetings and back up the 
company in increasing tonnage and double 
headers. 

This road incidentally is being made a kin
dergarten for other railroads that pick the 
best men from this road, which breaks them 
in. Just as soon as these men learn the servile 
working conditions they join the brotherhood, 
get fired and go to another road to work. 
Some day this railroad that fights organization 
will wake up to the fact that it has been 
worked good and proper by other railroads. 

And its slaves will also wake up by becom
ing class conscious Socialists. 

"COSMIC REVOLUTION," Solomon's philosophy
not Moses' or Christ's-proved by reason, science and 
facts. 25 cents. S. B. Baker, Centreville, Ala. 

eave 
macbine. 

Writeforit. C. E. GAERTE, President 
DEARBORN TYPEWRITER EXCHANSE. DEPT. "?· CHJCAQO, WNOII 

Made-to-Measure 
UJ!~~sS!t~~~f~~~esf2l5 

style. Made-to-your 
individual measure. Fit, work
manship and wear guaranteed. 
No ExtPa Charge 
for peg tops, no matter how 
extreme you order them. 
Agenta :v:;';d l~~ h~~tl'g.l~ 
Wanted orders for our cele

brated made-to·measure clothes. 
Samples of all latest materials Free. 

to o.J!:~8!ve~~'{!!~f!!your 
spare time into cash by taking orders 
for our stylish clothes. Write today 
for beautiful FREE outfit. 
THE PROGRESS TAILORING CO. 

Dept. 974 Chicago, 111. 

DO YOU WANT A BETTER JOB? 
There's just one way to get it and that is to get 

ready for it. The first step in this direction Is to 
have a good working knowledge of English. You 
can't get ahead without it. You can't take a tech
nical course without it. You can't deal with other 
men unless you can express your ideas. 
YOU MUST KNOW HOW TO TALK AND WRITE 

Now here is a course which meets your need. 
You don't want a lot of technical knowledge-a lot 
of dry rules. You want a simple, plain free-from
frills course, just plain English for every day. Here 
it is complete in every detail-a year's course. 

30 Lessons in Plain English 
30 Lessons in Spelling 
22 Leasons in Penmanship 
22 Lessons in Letter Writing and Composition 

A COMMON SCHOOL Education for 5 cents a
day. Study at home in spare time. Pay as you 
learn. 

There's only one reason why such a course can 
be offered to you at such a price and that's because 
The People's College IS a People's College-run for 
service and not for profit. 

On the Board of Directors of The People's Col
lege are Debs, Walsh, Steinmetz, O'Hare, Warren, 
Work, Kirkpatrick, England and Russell. This Is 
enough to prove to you that it Is YOUR College. 

Let us tell you about it. Finding out costs noth
ing-involves. no obligation. But It will mean the 
opening of the door of opportunity for you. We 
have hundreds enrolled in this course who are 
forging ahead. Why not you? 

SEND THIS COUPON NOW: 

The People's College. 
Dept. R, Fort Scott, Kansas: 

Send me particulars of your Combination Course in 
Plain English. . 

Name ................................................ . 

Address ............................................... . 



PUBLISHERS~ 

DEPARTMENT 

How- to Get Socialist Books at Cost 

Socialist Libraries Below Cost. Read 
again our special offer on page 573 of last 
month's Review. For the benefit of 
readers who have no copy of that issue, 
we repeat the offer in a few words: For 
$15.00, cash with order, or for $6.00 cash 
and the promise of a dollar a month ten 
months, we will send by express an as~ 
sorted lot of books published by us to the· 
amount of $25.00 at retail prices, and will 
issue a share of stock in the publishing 
house of Charles H. Kerr Company, par 
value $10.00. If you pay on the install~ 
ment plan, you will receive the books at 
once, and the stock certificate on comple~ 
tion of payments. A catalog and a book
let explaining how the publishing house 
is organized will be mailed free on re
quest. 

Book Paper Going Up. There has been 
a sharp advance in the price of book 
papers, so that all future editions of 
books will cost us much more than past 
editions. For this reason it may be im
possible for us to keep the above offer 
open. many weeks more. Better accept 
it at once if you want to make sure of a 
Socialist library. On paper- covered 
books the rise in paper will make even 
more difference, since on these the paper 
used is the largest element in the manu
facturing cost. We hereby withdraw all 
offers of our paper-covered books in large 
quantities at less than our regular stock
holders' prices. We also give notice that 
it is uncertain whether we shall during 
1916 reprint more than a few of the prop
aganda pamphlets now on hand when our 
present supply is sold out. If YOUR 
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Local wants paper-covered books to sell 
during the campaign of 1916, better order 
now; a little later the ones you want may 
cost more or may be unobtainable. 

Ten Cent Books. To our stockholders 
and to Socialist Party Locals we will sell 
the following ten cent books while they 
last at $5.00 a hundred, or at six cents 
each in lots of 10 to 99 copies. Cash must 
accompany order, and we will pay post
age or expressage. The titles of which we 
still have a considerable quantity on hand 
are as follows : 

Crime and Criminals, Darrow. 
How Capitalism Has Hypnotized Society, Brown. 
Industrial Socialism, Haywood and Bohn. 
Marxism and Darwinism, Pannekoek. 
New Socialism, The, LaMonte. 
No Compromise, Liebknecht. 
Our Mental Enslavement, Caldwell. 
Question Box, The, Eastwood. 
Revolution, Jack London. 
Right .to Be Lazy, The, Lafargue. 
Rights of· the Masses, The, Brewer. 
Study Course in Scientific Socialism, Local Puyallup. 
Shop Talks on Economics, Marcy. 
Social Evil. The. Dr. Greer. 
Sodalism Made Easy, Connolly. 
Socialist Movement, The, Vail. 
Socialist Songs With Music. 
Socialists, The, John Spargo. 
Strength of the Strong, The, London. 
Value, Price and Profit, Marx. 
Why Catholic Workers Should Be Socialists, Marcy. 
Wolves, The, A Fable, Wason. 

We will mail a sample set of these 
22 books to one address for $1.32. 

Fifteen Cent Books. We have a limited 
number of copies of the following titles, 
which we offer for a short time to Lo
cals and to our stockholders at $7.50 a 
hundred, or 9 cents each in smaller lots; 
we pay postage. It is uncertain whether 
any of them will be reprinted in paper 
covers: 

Merrie England, Blatchford. 
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, Engels. 
What's So and What Isn't, Work. 
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Twenty-five Cent Books. The titles of 
which we have any considerable supply 
remaining are the following, which we 
offer to stockholders and Locals at 12)!;2 
cents when included in an order accom
panied by $10.00 or more; 15 cents m 
smaller lots : 

which we offer, while they last at 90 cents 
a hundred, postpaid, or $5.50 for 1,000 
assorted copies, purchaser to pay express
age: 

Common Sense of Socialism, The, Spargo. 
Class Struggle, The, Kautsky. 
Debate Between Mann and Lewis, 
Eighteenth Brumaire, The, Marx. 
Principles of Scientific Socialism, Vail. 
Sabotage, Pouget and Giovanniti. 
Socialist Ar!filment, The, Hitchcock. 
Socialist Dialogs and Recitations. 

For $1.47 we will mail a sample set of 
all the 15 cent and 25 cent books named 
above. 

Five Cent Books. We are discontinu
ing the publication of these entirely. We 
have a few hundred copies of Richard
son's "Introduction to Socialism,'' 64 
pages, which we offer while they last at 
$2.50 a hundred; also a few hundred 
copies of Charles H. Kerr's "What So
cialism Is." Price, while they last, $1.50 
per hundred. We have also a few hun
dred each of the following 5 cent books, 

Breaking Up the Home, Mary E. Marcy. 
How to Kick, Robert Rives LaMonte. 
The Shrinking Dollar, Phillips Russell. 
Woman and the Social ,Problem, Simons. 
Economic Evolution, Lafargue. 
From Revolution to Revolution, Herron. 
The Man Under the Machine, Simons. 
The Mission of the Working Class, Vail. 
Origin of Great Private Fortunes, Myers. 
Socialism and Primitive Christianity, Brown. 
Rational Prohibition, Young. 
How I Acquired My Millions, Corey. 
Why I Am a Socialist, Herron. 
Intemperance and Poverty, Twining. 
Socialism and the Home, Walden. 
You and Your Job, Sandburg. 
The Philosophy of Socialism, Simons. 
Easy Lessons in Socialism, Leffingwell. 
Confessions of a Drone, Patterson. 
Revolution, Jack London. 
Useful Work vs. Useless Toil, Morris. 
Where We Stand, Spargo. 

For 50 cents we will mail a set of all 
the 5 cent books named above. Note that 
all these special offers are good for a 
short time only, since many of the books 
may soon be out of print. Address 
CHARLES H. KERR & CQMPANY, 

341-349 E. Ohio St., Chicago. 

GREATEST oF ALL Marx's CAPITAL SOCIALIST BOOkS 
You can be a Socialist without reading CAPITAL, but you cannot talk 

or write about Socialism, nor hold your own in debates with old-party poli
ticians, without a clear unde.rstanding of the principles and theories which 
are explained in this book. 

Until a few years ago, only one volume could be had in the English 
language, and that in an inferior edition. Then this publishing house took 
hold and published the entire work in three magnificent volumes, strongly 
bound in library cloth, with gold stamping. 

VOLUME I, entitled ~'The Process of Capitalist Production," is practically compleW In itself. It e::&:· 
plains the thing which, up to the time that Marx came on the scene. had confused all the economists, namely, 
Surplus Value. It explains exactly how the ('apitalist extracts his profits, This volume might be called the 
keystone of the Socialist arch. 869 pages, $2.00. 

VOLUME II, ,.The Process of Circulation of Capital:' explains the part that the merchant and the 
banker play in the present system, and the laws that govern social capital. Unravels knots in which previous 
writers had become entangled. 618 pages, $2.00. 

VOLUME III, in some respects the most interesting of all, treats of ''The Process of Capitalist Produc• 
ductlon as a Whole."- Predicts the rise of Trusts and makes clear the cause of panics and indus
trial crises. Shows how the small capitalist is swallowed. Explains for all time the subjects of Land; Rent 
and Farming. 1,048 pages, $2.00. 

Price of the set $6.00, express prepaid. The only way to buy it for less is to be a stock
holder in our publishing house. Stockholders buy the set for $3.60, express prepaid. Ask for 
booklet explaining how easy it is to become a stockholder. Address 

Charles H. Kerr & Company, 341-349 East Ohio St., Chicago 
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A NEW VOLUME by ARTHUR M. LEWIS 

~e Struggle Between: Science 
and Superstition 

A most entertaining and illuminating book on "the age-long conflict be
tween scientists searching for new truth and priests striving to chain the 
human mind with the authority of church or ancient book. It holds the atten
tion of the thinking reader as no adventure in fiction could do, since it carries 
us over the blood-stained trail of the pioneers of human liberty. The high· 
lights in the book are the burning of Giordano Bruno and the official r.ecord 
of the recantation extorted by threat of torture from the aged Galileo, in 
which he abjures the terrible heresy of asserting that the earth moves 'round 
the sun. Cloth, 50 cents. 

This is the FIFTIETH VOLUME in our fifty~cent LIBRARY OF 
SOCIALIST CLASSICS, containing most of the important Socialist books 
to be had in the English language, with the exception of some larger volumes 
necessarily sold at higher prices. The remaining forty-nine volumes are: 
Anarchism and Socialism, ·Plechanoff. 
Art of Lecturing, Lewis. 
Class Struggle, Kautsky. 
Class Struggles in America, Simons. 
Communist Manifesto, Marx and Engels. 
Doing Us Good and Plenty, Russell. 
Eighteenth Brumaire, Marx. 
End of the World, Meyer. 
Ethics and the Materialist Conception of 

History, Kautsky. 
Evolution of Banking, Howe. 
Evolution of Man, Boelsche. 
Evolution of Property, Lafargue. 
Evolution, Social and Organic, Lewis. 
Feuerbach, Engels. 
Germs of Mind in Plants, France. 
God's Children, Allman. 
High Cost of Living, Kautsky. 
Human, All Too Human, Nietzsche. 
Law of Biogenesis, Moore. 
Life and Death, ·Teichmann. 
Making of the World, Meyer. 
Marx He Knew, The, Spargo. 
Memoirs of Marx, Liebknecht. 
Marx vs. Tolstoy, Darrow and Lewis. 

Militant Proletariat, Austin Lewis. 
Origin of the Family, Engels. 
Out of the Dump, Marcy. 
Positive School of Criminology, Ferri. 
Puritanism, Melly. 
Rebel at Large, Beals. 
Revolution and Counter-Revolution, Marx. 
Right to Be Lazy, Lafargue. 
Russian Bastile, Pollock. 
Sabotage, Pouget. 
Science and Revolution, Untermann. 
Social and Philosophical Studies, Lafargue. 
Social Revolution, The, Kautsky. 
Socialism for Students, Cohen. 
Socialism, Morris and Bax. 
Socialism, Positive and Negative, LaMonte. 
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, Engels. 
Stories of the Struggle, Winchevsky. 
Story of Wendell Phillips, Russell. 
Ten Blind Leaders, Lewis. 
Triumph of Life, Boelsche. 
Value, Price and Profit, Marx. 
Vital Problems, Lewis. 
What's So and What Isn't, Work. 
World's Revolutions-, Untermann. 

THE FIFTY VOLUMES AND A $10.00 SHARE OF STOCK FOR $15.00 
Our publishing- house is the property of nearly 3,000 Socialists, each of whom 

has subscribed $10~00 for the purpose of publishing the International Socialist Review 
and the greatest possible number of the best revolutionary books. Nine hundred more 
of the $10.00 shares are still for sale. Each stockholder has the privilege of buying 
all our books and some other books at cost. If we can sell these 900 shares within 
the next few weeks, it will enable us to double our output of Socialist litera.ture. 
That is why we offer this 50-volume library NOW for LESS THAN COST with a 
share of stock. 

Send $15.00 and we will send the fifty books by express and a fully-paid ce~tificate 
for a share of stock. The expressage to any railroad station in the United States or 
Canada will not cost vou over $2.00,-from that down to 31 cents, according to distance. 
If you wish us to send by mail, add $2.00 for Canada, any foreign country or United 
States east of Denver; $3.00 for Alaska, Panama, United States island possessions 
and Pacific coc.st points. 

If you already have part of these volumes, you can substitute any $1.00 book 
published by us for two of them, a $1.50 book for three, or a $2.00 book for four. 
Books of other publishers are not included in this offer. 

This is the biggest and best offer on Socialist books ever made. Reason, we are 
long on books and short on cash. Start a Circulating Library with these books and 
watch results. Address 

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY 341-3419 East Ohio Street CHICAGO 

<' I 



The Book of the Hour 

Barbarous Mexico 
john Kenneth Turner. 

MEXICO is the TREASURE HOUSE of the WORLD. 
It leads in the production of SILVER, comes second in the min
ing of COPPER, third in the OIL industry, and fourth in the 
richness of its GOLD MINES- but the people are crushed under 
the IRON HEEL of the rich. 

A COLONEL IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY writes: . 
"I have been surprised, shocked and horri£ed by reading Barbar
ous Mexico. I will not stop to tell you my feelings on the sub
ject of Mr. Turner's REVELATIONS. * * * I am very anxious 
to have the PRESIDENT READ IT. The conditions depicted 
by Mr. Turner should be corrected by the American people, and 
this cannot be done until the people know the facts. If I can 
help in any way I would much like to do so." 

An American newspaper man in Mexico writes us: "The 
American CAPITALISTS want INTERVENTION before the 
European war is over . . Can you guess the reason why?" 

340 pages of FACTS and SUPPRESSED I NFORMATION. 
Fully i llustrated, bound in blue and gold. 

$r.50 prepaid. 

Order your copy to-day- as they are going fast. 

Charles H. Kerr & Company, 341 East Ohio Street, Chicago 



19th St., and Marshall Blvd. 
Dept. 5924 CHICAGO, ILL. 

]9 Ruby and Sap
phire J ewels
Adj usted to the sec
ond -
Adjusted to tempera 
tore-
Adj usted to isochron
ism -
Adjusted topositions

-25 - yeal' gold strata 
case-
Genuine Montgomery 
Railroad Dial -
N e w I d e as in Thin 
Cases. 

To Socialists 

for $2.50-only $2.50 
per month to Socialists-a great reduction in watch 

prices-direct to you-positively the exact prices t he 
wholesale dealer would have to pay. We do not care 

t o quote these prices here, but write-write before 
you buy. Think of the high grade guaranteed watch 

we offer here at such a remarkable price--direct to 
Socialists. Indeed the days of exorbitant watch 
prices have passed. 

Socialists See It First ~~~~~~~~ 
a cent to anybody until they see the watch. We 

won't let you buy a Burlington Watch without see
ing it. Look at the splendid beauty of the watch 

itself. Thin model, handsomely shaped-aristocratic in 

every line. Then look at the works. There you see the 

pinnacle of watch making. You understand how this wonder 

timepiece is adjusted to the very second. CJI Every fighting vessel in the 

U.S. Navy has the Burlington watch aboard. This includes every tor

pedo boat-every submarine as well as the big Dreadnaughts. 

Please send me (without obligation 
and prepaid) your free book on watches 
with full explanation of you r cash or 
$2.50 a month offer on the Burlington 
Watch direct to Socialists. 

Send 
This 

Your 
Free 

Name on 
Coupon 

Socialists get the Burlington Watch Book by sending this 
coupon now. You will know a lot more about watch buying when you 

read it. You will be able to "steer clear" of the double-priced watches 

which are no better. Send the coupon today for the watch book and 
our offer. 

NAME . . .... ... . . .. . ... ....................... . 

1\.DDRESS . ....................................... .. BURLINCTON WATCH CO. 
1 8th St. & Mar• hall Blvd., Dept. 6824 CHICAGO, ILL • 

.. .. . . .. . .. .. .. -...... . ..... ........ ................ .. .. ··t. _____________ __. 

--------------~~------------------~--------~-~--------~--~ 
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