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Let

OCIALISM will have an able spokes-
man in the history-making congress

that will begin its sessions at Washington,
D. C., Monday, Dec. 6. This is less than
two months in the future. Meyer Lon-
don, elected congressman by the work-
ers of New York City’s East Side, is now
working hard preparing himself to be that
spokegman. Therefore, while the Amer-
ican people as a whole await with intense
interest the opening of congress, this in-
terest does not nearly approach the eager
anticipation of all Socialists. )

It is recognized by everyone that this
winter’s session of congress will be the
most important gathering of that lawmak-
ing body in all American history. It will
just precede the most epoch making presi-
dential campaign and national election
this country has ever seen.

This congress will face many big and
important problems. But the greatest of
these will be the world problem of war
and militarism. This congress must de-
cide whether it is to plunge the nation
headlong into the European strife this
winter or at the latest, next spring. Up
to the present time the jingoes, thirsting
for the blood of their fellow men, have

net wen able to raise or manufacture a
war ¢y big enough to lure the American
people into the slaughter, If the nation
escapes the European. gulf of blood, and
every Socialist is striving to bring this
about, this congress must decide whether
the nation is, nevertheless, to be burdened
with an increasing load of.militarism thz}t
will ultimately result in involving it in
war and all its horrors.

During the months that are now just ahead
of us,- the imperialistic desires of American
capitalism will become more evident than ever
before. The immediate future is fraught with
vital interest jo all Socialists. It presents a
crisis in the development of the American la-
bor movement that should find the Socialists
ready to protect the 'best interests of the work-
ing class. While Meyer London will. be the
Socialist mouthpiece at Washington he must
receive the energetic and enthusiastic support
ot all Socialists from the Atlantic to the Paci-
fic. 'They must know when to act and how to
act. Like Victor L. Berger before him, Meyer
London will not alone represent the workers of
the congressional district that elected him.
He will be the spokesman of all the workers
of the nation. He will give voice to their grow-
ing demand for peace and opposition to war.

L] L ] » L]

THE DEMOCRATIC Party is developing more
and more into a War Party. It is in control
of the national government and all the powers
of that government are now being used to
promote the interests of militarism.

It has carried on its work in secret when

secrecy was demanded. The capitalist, war
mongering press, has given it every aid pos-
sible in securing publicity when it was thought
advisable to inflame the public- mind.

The secret alliance between Secretary of the
Navy Daniels and Postmastor General Burleson
to force employes of the postal department to
send in the names of eligible man killers is
the most dastardly nlot yet attempted by the
Democratic jingoes. This diabolical conscrip-
tlon scheme has just been discovered in Chica-
g0 where Postmaster D. A. Campbell, an ap-
pointee of the national democratic administra-
tion, is gloating over the fact that the Chicago
mail carriers have been forced to hand in the
names of 7,000 yoyng men hetween the ages of
17 and 80, who are subposed to be ready to en-
list in the cause of murder and bloodshed.

It is declared that this canvass is being car-
ried on all over the nation. Mail carriers and
other employes are given blanks to contain the
names of 14 prospective recruits. The.order
from Postmaster General Burleson to local post-
masters reads as follows:

“Please . distribute the accompanying blanks
and return envelopes to the -city carriers and
clerks of your office with specific instructions
to each to the effect that if he is willing to do
80 he may during his hours off duty place on
the blanks the names and addresses of young
men residing in the neighborhood in which he
lives who might be interested in the United
States navy.”

This order is nothing less than a command.
The post office employes know that unless they
obey the orders of their superiors they will
immediately lose their jobs, in spite of the civil
gervice regulations, But it is hoped that, in

spite of the oppressive bureaucracy that forces .

them into political bondage to the national de-
mocratic party political maéhine, the postal
employes will assert their rights wherever they
are threatened. The Navy-Postal Department
secret alllance has received at least one re-
buff from a letter carrier who wrote across the
face of the blank sent him the following:
“Down with war! Long lve geace! All
honor te the working class of England, which
threatens revolution against the masters and

war lords and all practicers of conscription,

Down with the murderers of humanity!”
» L] * ]

IT TOOK a brave heart and a couragébus
soul to write that. 'Yet it is hoped that all

employes in the postal department will do the

same when they receive the blanks sent them.
To give the name of a young man, perhaps not
more than a boy, to the army and navy depart-
ments, the bloody arms of the American gov-
ernment, is nothing short of murder. It is very
easy to inveigle a young man into the army
with the allufing literature and arguments the
jingoes at Washington have so cleverly pre-
pared.

This navy.postal department alliance 1s re-

‘peated in the nlan to vote more money from the

national treasury to the state universities if
they will force the students to take military
dvill. This is only another form of comserip-
tlon that was so bravely resented by students
at the Unlversity of Washington.

This insidious propaganda of militarism will
appear in a hundred forms as congress pre-
pares. t0 meet in December. It must be met
with a growing Socialist protest. The republi-
can party is even more of a war party, and
will without doubt choose a presidential candi-

|

ongress

lation Know Meyer London Is In €

date willing tq champion the cause of war,
militarism and the armamcnt makers.
* * * »

MEYER LONDON, the Socialist, will be the

‘only real anti-war member of congress at this

most critical period in the history of the United
States, a desciple of the national party that
advocates world peace when all others are mad
for blood and slaughter. While mad militarists

.are. frothing at the mouth in their frenzied de-

mands for more powder and more bullets and

more guns to slaughter the Mexicans or the .

Japanese or the Germans, Meyer London will
sit in the house of representatives that con-
siders the war appropriations.

Whether there is a war or not, Meyer London
will be the .most prominent figure in congress
when the bills for the Powder Trust and Armor
Trust are considered by the nation’s lawmak-
ers. When the crooked senators and represent-
atives make their howl for “preparedness,” so
they can get their hands crossed with silver
from the vendors of armor plate and powder.

Meyer London will be tlgere to cxpose them and

their masters.

War and preparation for war will be the
most important questions before congress. If
the war madness controls a majority of the
members of the House and Senate, a tremen-
dous tax must be wrung from the country to
get the $500,000,000 for battleshins and hun-
dreds of millions more for other murder mach-
ines. Meyer London- must fight alone to pro-
tect the workers of the United States from this
burdensome tax.

With the entire nation aroused by the jingo
press, with the blood lust causing the most
sane to waver, big business will try to slip
some pet bills through congress. Some dirty.

rotten bills, fathered by the crookedest gang
ever sent to congress by ‘‘big business,” have
been lying idle for the moment when the na-
tion’s interest is elsewherc. When the time is
ripe, Senator Underwood—“Wall  Street Oscar”
as you all know him — will try to push some
anti-concervation measures through the senate
and house. But Meyer London will be on the
watch for these bills to show the nation how
Underwood and the water power trust are at-
tempting to grab all the available water power
for a huge monopoly that will have the nation
at its mercy.
* * * L

THERE 1S the Susan B. Anthony constitu-
tional amendment providing for the enfran-
tsement of women, bills- providing relief for the
chisement of women, bills providing relief for the
sue of rallroad securities, bills to extend Phil-
ippine self-government, and rural credit bills;
all left behind by the last congress in the rush
to get away from work. These will be intro-
duced again. Every Socialist ic interested in
this legislation and may be assured at this
carly date that Meyer london will have a word
to say before the committees that consider them
and also on the floor of the House.

In order to nroperly observe the entrance of
Meyer London into Congress, The American
Soecialist will issue a speclal edition, dated Sat.
urday, Dec. 4, the Saturday before Meyer Lon-
don takes his seat on Monday. This will he
our “MEYER LONDON EDITION” It is the
piece of propaganda you have been looking for
to let the nation know that the working class
of American will have a spokesman in the next
congress, There will be more about “THE
i.\[EYER LONDON EDITION” in next week’s
$sue. -

Let Congress Probe Cause of
Violence in Labor Struggles

By JAMES H. MAURER

Socialist Mcmber Pennsplvania Legislature and President

of the Pennsplvania

A

for the circulation, I do not know.

Federation of Labor.

LEAFLET, giving a reprint from the Boston Evening Transeript, of
August 31, 1915, is receiving wide circulation.

Just who is paying

It criticises the Walsh report by asking, *Do they favor violence ™
The article further says, “Abundant testimony, relating to outrages, was
given at the hearings of the Industrial Commission, but nothing about it

appears in report—no.suggestion of
indicated for the boycott.
has on file a startling story of riot
amd murder. Congress might at-
tend to what Walsh neglected.”

In a 1.600 word article, the re-
Prin " proeedasT to TSRO W that the
Walsh report failed to point out the
crimes committed by organized la-
bor;. that they failed to cendemn

the boycott, and that they could see
no harm in picketing; that Clarence
Darrow, who was friendly to labor,
attempted to justify violence be-
cause of the situation- which exist-
ed. Anton Johannsen, general  or-
ganizer of the United Brotherhood
of Carpenters, is condemned bécause
he took the position that labor
should stand for its rights. It re-
ferred to me ‘as ‘“another fire-eat-
ing labor leader,” and condemped
me because I charged the State Con-
stabulary with acting in co-opera-
tion with the employers; of being
used as strike breakers and of com-
mitting high crimes and misdemean-
ors against labor and that I not only
expressed opposition to the Cos-
sacks, but to the National Guardg,
as well,

The article closes with the hope
that Congress would take notice of
these crimes and do what Walsh and
his associates ignore.

Now, in fact, the Walsh report
does cover the very subject which
the Boston Transcript correspondent
would have its readers believe it
does not. Besides, Mr. Walsh has
intimated that an effort will be made
to have the chief criminals brought
before Congress and made to ans-
wer question which they refused to
answer when before the Commis-
sion, and these witnesses are not
}labor men, nor their representa-
tives, but they are the very men
who represent the interests respon-
gible for the leaflet. .

Let Congress Act,

By all means, let (ongress act.
Organized labor has nothing to fear
or #ose, but much to gain,

Is it for fear that Walsh and his
associates may succeed in dragging

_the real criminals befgre Congress
that inspired the silly article? It
looks very much like it. The pub-
lishers of the article know who the
real criminals are as well as we do.
They know who imported the three
hundred gunmen into Homestead in
1892. They krow who recruited the
private army and furnished
rifles during the railway strikes in
1892, and that in Chicago, in 1894,
three thousand, six hundred vaga-
bonds were hurriedly g.thered to-
gether and armed- to murder the
strikers. They know who hired and
paid the thugs. thieves and ex-con-
viets. and armed them with the
power of Deputy and rifles; who
shot to death twenty-nine miners
and wounded thirty others. at Lati-
mer, Pennsylvania, and a few years
later, twenty more striking miners
were murdered and over three hund-
red, wounded in Westmoreland Coun-
ty. They know who hired and paid
the gunmen and dynamiters in Law-
rence and Paterson. They knew who
organized the coal operators’ army
in West Virginia and who paid, not
only the riflemen, but the sneaking
thugs that invaded every corner of
the strike district. It was in West
Virginia that the coal interests
equipped their thugs, with an ar-
mored train called .the “Bull Moose
Snecial.” with a machine sun. can-
able of ope hundred and twentv
shots a yminutes. Thev know that
the Calumet and Hecla Mining Come

CongressQ

the -

legislation to curb the evil, sym‘pathy

pany, of Michigan, imported gunmen
and that, in their hellish work of
breaking the strike, they caused the
death of several hundred men, wo-
men and children. They .know who

+ix. rdopomsible  for rthe- fearful  tra-

gedy at Ludlow, Colorado, on April
20, 1914, not to mention the scores
of strikers who were murdered by
the imported thugs.” They know that
many of the large corporations main-
tain, at great expense, their own
private armys. :

Evidence was submitted before the
Industrial Relations Commission,
showing that the Pennsylvenia Rail.
road spends more than $800,000 a
year for this very purpose; that they
constantly employ gunmen, spies
and spotters and keep on hand a
large supply of rifles, blackjacks,
small firearms
kinds of clubs.

Crimes of the Interests.

And so I might continue to show
the crimes committed by the inter-
ests that find fault with the Walsh
report. I doubt very much whether
there is a square mile in Pennsyl-
vania that doesn’t have its criminal
history of murders and lesser crimes
committed by the hirelings of Big
Business. And the same is practic-
ally true of every other highly dev-
eloped industrial State. Any won-
der that the guilty who, in the past,
were not only immune from the. law
but from criticism, should tremble
in fear at the Walsh report? Like
curs, they whine and point their
guilty fingers to those whom they
robbed, murdered and crushed and
say they did it.

Let us hope that Congress will
act and, while in action, investigate
why John R. Lawson, whose only
crime is loyalty to the workers, was
adjudged a murderer and now lan-
guishes behind prison pars, while

-tthe Rockefellers and their agents,

'really responsible for murder, roam
iat liberty.

And why Wm. M. Wood, Presi.
dent of the American Woolen Com-
pany, who wes indicted in the dyna-
miting conspiraey, of Lawrence, was
| given his liberty. while Patrick
- Quinlan, the labor leader, who com-
" mitted no crime, languishes in pris-
'on.

i Yes, it would be a crime if -Con-
‘gress falled to aet,

! The Rev. Jobn Weslev Hill, aged
:52. is heing sued by Miss Lucille
 Covington, aged 30, for-$100.000 for
i breach of promise, Hill devotes part
jof his life to destroying Socialism,
"but has not met with much success,
| altho he is a bosom friend of ex-
" Pres. Taft. During other hours he
! has heen mixine in deals known as
i scandals.
i not destroying Socialism he waded
i in some realty transactions that re-
isulted in his dismissal from  the
. church. His name was’ chiseled off
| the corner stone by order of the
I roungregation. The stone cutter em-
! ploved to do the work was a So-
; cialist.

Students at the University of
Colorado are in revolt against the
discharge of Prof.'James H. Brew-
i ster from the law farulty. Raymond
L. Sauter,” president of the law
class that graduated last June has
just iesued an onen letter denounc-
ing those responsible for ‘the “fir-
. ing” of Brewster. ‘“Justice demands
that we resent the slurs, which have
been cast upon
character of a man we have
learned ‘to respect -and love,” de-
clared Sauter.

and two different :

At times when he was |

the professicnal !

all ! worth the naper they are printed on.

(GONTROL THE ARMY

By LUCIEN SAINT.
Our Washington Letter.

‘When Congress comes to vote on
the new appropriations for “pre-
paredness” it will be asked to guar-
antee that the appropriations shall
be used for defense and for defense
alone. It will be asked to amend
the army supply bill so as to pro-
vide that NOT A CENT OF THE
MONEY APPROPRIATED SHALL
BE EXPENDED TO MAINTAIN
THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
UNITED STATES ON FOREIGN
SOIL, OR IN CIVIL STRIFE.

All labor men are to be ‘asked to
write to their Congressmen and
Senators, demanding that they vote
tor thl§ amendment: " " T

It is now conceded in advance that
Congress is certain to enlarge the
military establishment of the United
States “for purposes of defense.”
Behind this excuse, however, it is
clear that certain interests are
operating to prepare this country
to go into Mexico and “clean it up,”
as well “as to participate in the
European struggle in case that
struggle should 'last many months
longer. In order to nip this move-
ment in the bud it is 'necessary that
labor, on whose backs the ‘burden
of militarism will fall, should exert
its power to at least prevent the
sending of troops out of the United
States.

Had the army and navy appropria-
tions been in the past limited to de-
fense only, in the way just outlined,
“we” would never have taken the
Philippines, gone into Cuba, nor
captured the little independent re-
publics of Santo Domingo, Panama,
and Nicaragua. Neither would there
be ever present the danger of the
federal troops being used as strike-
breakers.

If we must be defended against
invasion, the working class will
bear its share of the cost, but the
working class will not pay for an
army for foreign conquest or to be
used in ecivil strife. Through its
control over the spending of mo-
ney, Congress, representing the will
of the people, can, if it desires, shut
off the imperialistic forces of the
nation.

* L] »

»

Statistical Brain Storm.
COMMISSIONER Royal E. Meeker
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics
has just issued another mass of
simon pure junk under the title,
“Index Numbers of
Prices in the United States and For-
elgn Countries.” This bulletin was
prepared by Prof. W. C. Mitchell
and probably cost the government
several thousand dollars. It is very
interesting to 'perhaps 200 statisti-

numbers, but to the averageé work-
ingman it is worthless.

It seems that index numbers are
very important in.getting up. fi-
gures on wholesale prices, but just
why the United States Government
should pay for the preparation and
printing of a book- of 300 pages on
: this topic is not clear. If the Bu-
}reau of Labor Statistics. wanted
»something to do, it might make a
the

!study of sickness insurance,

! wages paid to unorganized labor, |
item;

retirement and pension funds, profit-
sharing schemes, real and fake, and
a hundred other live topics.

The truth is that the Bureai of
Labor Statistics is today being run
as a kind of gymnasium for mathe-
rmatical sharks who seem to think it
|to be their duty to turn their nu-
| merical brain-storms loose on the
general public. If there was a radl-
ly live man at the head of the Bu-
reau, and if his chief would sup-
port hit, in carrying out a sane
}and canstructive policy of research,
the Bureau of Labor Statistics would
he one of the most useful depart-
mentis of the Government.

Just now its outpourings ave not

| AMERIOAN SOCIALIST 4 YEARS $1.00.
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Second Issue
Is Now Ready

The second issue of the So-
cialist Party Platc Service is
now ready. The Soclalist and
labor papers, and the Socialist
locals, that made use of the first
issue of this service, showed they
appreciated a good thing. This
is your opportunity to get a
whole page of good working
class propaganda in plate form
for use in your Socialist or la-
bor paper for $1.50. You can
save money by taking this serv-
.ice. The plates are ready to be
put into your paper. You don’t
have to hire a printer to set up
the type. Socialist locals should
subscribé for this service.angd
have the matter pu.’ into their
local non-Socialist paper. Go
around and talk to your non-So-
cialist editor about it. This page
of plate matter includes a Hen-
ry Dubb comic; pictures of
Ryan Walker, George R. Kirk-
patrick "and Emil Seidel, who
start the 1916 Socialist cam-
paign in October; a Robert Min-
or cartoon, and articles by J.
Stitt Wilson, A. M. Simons,
Eugene V. Debs, Oscar Amer-
inger, Fred T. MacFeely and

" others. If in doubt send for a
preof sheet of this page. If not
in doubt sernd in $1.50 a»d the
page of plate will be rusted to
you at once. Address all com-
munications to National Office,
Socialist Party. 803 West Madi-

_son St., Chicago.

what

the
really stands. for,

Pennsylvania  railroad
that it spends

War to End Gun and Club Rule

SOCIALIST . LABQR CONGRESS
TO BE HELD IN ARGENTINA.
The Republic of Argentina, whose

centenary of independence will

be completed in 1916, is preparing to
celebrate worthily that great event.

Already it has been decided, among

other things, to hold an international

exposition.

This move, which will make prom-
inent the results of the work of the
various countries of South America,
has inspired the Executive Commit-
tee of the Socialist Party of Argen-

" |tina to bring together, -when com-

merce and industry are exhibiting
their progress, the workers, wazo
share in this same progress. Re-
sponding to this idea a South Amer-
ican- Socialist and Labor Congress
will be held. The intention of the
initiators is to hold a congress com-
posed of all groups accepting the
fundamental principles of the So-
cialist and Labor International,
namely: 1st.

the working class; 3rd. National-
ization or Socialization of the means
of production and exchange; 4th,
International accord of the workers.

The' 1916 congress promises to be
singularly important not only be-
cause it will be the first one of a
labor . class character in South
America. but because of the sub-
jects to be discussed.

The practical questions to be con-
sidered will -be, among others, the
following: . Free exchange among
South American countries; tax sys-
Jabor legislation; alcoholism;
organization of a Socialist - Labor
information bureau in South Amer-
iea. :

Before -definitely deciding to hold
the congress-the promoters consult-
ed the Socialist parties of Chile,
Brazil and Uruguay. '

The biennial convention of the
United Mine Workers has been

callel to meet in Indianapolis the
third Tuesday in January. As the
wage scales in both the anthracite
and bituminous districts expire this
spring, a situation that has never
confronted the U. M.  W. officials,
the interests of 500,000 men will
have to be given attention, and there
will be plenty .of excitement to suit
the most exacting. - .

The Class Struggle; !
2nd. Conquest-of political power by |

A GLIMPSE AHEAD

By JOHN M. WORK.

Everywhere the city administra-
tions and the courts are struggling
with the problem of crime. The
jails and penitentiaries are over-
flowing. New criminals are being
produced faster than the old ones
can be caught and retired from cir-
culation.

Most of those who now have charge
of enacting and administering the
criminal law have approached the
subject from the erroneous point of
view that the criminal is one who
has wilfully done wrong and who
must be punished for it. Of course,
it is necessary for society to protect
itself. But the entire point of view
of {hese people is a mistaken one.
The: subject is now undergoing a
refotution of thought. In the mid-
d}, ;ages, the most barbarous meth-
ods of punishing criminals were
used. Sbme of the methods now in
use in our penitentiaries are scarce-
ly less barbarous.
stant tendency, however, toward
the idea that the criminal should
be reformed, instead of being pun-

. ished. This is indicated by the fact

that we now have a few reformato-
ries. 1t is also indicated. by the
fact that in some places the inde-
terminate sentence and the parole
system have been introduced.

The average criminal is simply the
product of his environment. In
considering this phase of the mat-
ter, it is not necessary for us to de-
cide whether or not stark fatalism
is the correct theory. Regardless
of whether it is or not, no observ-
ing person will deny that the ac-
tions of human bheings are for the
most part determined by their envi-
ronment, and by heredity, which is
inherited environment. Neither will
any observing person deny that
crime increases with cold weather
and with hard times. In times and
places when and where it was easy
for everybody to earn a living, it
was not necessary for people to
lock their doors at night, and they
did not do so.

The way to abolish crime
therefore, to improve social condi-
tions.

Let society guarantee to every
willing worker, man and woman, an
opportunity to earn an honest liv-
ing, with reasonable hours of labor
and pleasant working conditions,

is,-

There is a con-|

and to receive his or her full earn-;

ings.

In other words, introduce Social-
ism.
. Then, most of the criminal courts
can disband for lack of criminals.
And most of the jails and peniten-
tiaries can be dismantled, or trans-
formed into factories.

MAKING MORE REBELS.,
According to information we have
just received the Pennsylvania Rail-

road is going to do its best to keep |

its rebellious slaves in subjection. |

It is now compiling a list contain-

ing the voting district of each em-]

ploye, which will no doubt be fol-
lowed by an attempt to see that the
employe votes right on election day.

“It certainly looks like a beauti-
ful little scheme to get a line on
revolutionary thinkers, . and later
give them the boot,” writes our
correspondent. “Matters like this,
where corporations are meddiing in
the affairs of private individuals,
should be given the fullest publicity
possible, and I hope you will be

1

able to find space in your paper to-

let the public know about this par-
ticular case.”

In a second letter sent out to all
of its agents the Pennsylvania Rail-
road asks for the names and addres-
ses of the prominent citizens, men
who take a leading part in any pub-
lic movement. “The leaders in all
factions are desired,” says the com-
munication. 1t is no doubt the in-
tention to get the names of prom-
inent Socialists, when the fight will
stagt to destroy their influence. But

the{ workers in Pennsylvania .know,

$800,000 a year to maintain a hired
and equipped army of thugs to inti-
midate the workers, and this cam-
paign to weed out the rebels will
no doubt result in greater solidarity
.among the workers and the making
of more rebels.

“The advent_ to this little town of
a woman lecturer was a novelty as
well as a surprise. to -those who
heard Mrs. Ida Crouch Hazlett here
a few days ago,” writes Tom Rob-
erts, Green Cove Springs, Fla.
Altho a small local has existed here
several years, its members are not
of the aggressive variety, therefore,
the principles and aims of the So-
cialist Party are not so generally
known as they should be, but while
here, Mrs. Hazlett delivered five
;addresses—all of them in the open
| &ir except one--and, judging from
the comments hreard since, we know
our comrade’s efforts have not been
ip vain. As a forcible exponent of
Socialism and kindred subjects, we
believe Mrs. Hazlett has few super-
jors and, while giving due credit to
other earnest and able advocates of
the cause, we believe that her work
in Florida will prove far more
reaching than that of comrades who
have preceded her.

In Italy the Socizlist members of
Parliament held
which it was decided to demand of
the government that :teps be taken
immediately to nrovide work for the
unemployed, that the conspiracy of
speculators to raise the prices for
the necessaries of life be frustrated.
that the government should pur-
chase huge amounts of cereals,
meats and provisions in foreign
lands, and sell them at cost to the
people, and that the nassage of a
law be demanded in Parliament re-
quiring that all political parties
make known to the public the plat-
form and principles they espouse.
The conference further demanded
that peace be established on lines
of justice for all nations and peoples.

Labor papers in Canada are being
hard hit by the war. In the North-
west six labor publications have
suspended and only one is said to re-
main in the field. In England also
the London press is disappearing.
The two London dailies—the Herald
and the Citizen—have ceased to

Justice are calling for assistance
to save themselves from bankrupt-
cy.

Max Sherover,.of New York, who
is making a cross-country tour to
the Pacific Coast, was arrested at
Indianapolis, Ind.,, for speaking on
the street, selling literature and ob-
structing the side walk. He was
fined $18, but the local Socialists
are on the job and the case will be
fought out in the higher courts. In
the meantime Sherover has contin-
ued on his way holding good meet-
ings everywhere.

.More than 1,000 students' of the
University of Pennsylvania, ipclud-
ing representatives of every under-
graduate and professional depart-
ment, have signed a petition calling
upon Provost Smith and the Board
of rustees to reinstate Prof. Scott

At the same time the campus was
placarded with large signs announc-
-ing, “This is Nearing Day on the
campus.”

'The Milwaukee Leader has pre-
how every member of the Wiscon-

bills” before that body. There were
10 such bills and t* ~ b. cialist mem-
bers introduced or voted for all of
them, as did two old party men. The
large majority of the old: party mem-
bers voted against most of the bills,
consequently the more important
ones were defeated.

Charles M. O’Brien, the fighting
member -of the Alberta, Canada,
Legislature in the last session, has
come across the line and is dzliver-
ing a series of addresses in New
York State. O’'Brien is & miner and
is. said to be a very fine speaker.

a conference -in |

exist and the Labor Leader and’

Nearing, who was “fired” last June. |

pared and printed- a chart showing.

gin - Legislature voted on the labor

in Strikes Sta@ In Chicago

By J. L. ENGDAHL

AR on police brutality during

Soclalists in the Chicago city council.

strikes has been started by the two
Before this war is over it

is hoped to end the rule of the policemen’s gun and club'in all industrial
struggles in all the cities of the nation. -
With one boy dead, many men, women and girls injured, and 400

unjustifiable arrests having already
ond largest garment strike only a

been made during the.nation’s sec-
few days old, the.Chicago Soclalist

aldermen met with little opposition in their demand for a thoro probe of

police brutality.

The resolution demanding the in-9

vestigation of why Chicago  workers
must face a Russian reign of terror
every time they strike for a little
more bread and butter was -intro-
duced by Socialist Alderman  Wil-
liam E. Rodriguez, of the Fifteenth

Ward, where many of tae strikers|

live. ‘Rodriguez is also one of the
lawyers fighting for thé strikers in
their court battles for a little jus-
tice in- their struggle against Chica-
go’s big clothing barons. He was
supported by Socialist Alderman
John C. Kennedy, of the twenty-
seventh ward, who is a member of
the committee on schools, fire, police
and civil service that will carry on
the investigation. C

For the first time in the history
of the nation a chief .of police, nis
captains and lieutenants will be
called upon to answer the question
why the entire police force, mount-
ed and on foot, supported by motor
cycle squads, has been mobilized
and turned loose on the 20,000
strikers, a large number of whom
are mere girls.

Forgot Bloodless Strike,

Altho Chicago’s bloodless street
car strike came to an end only a
few months ago, largely because of
the brilliant work of the Socfalist
aldermen. the Chicago nolice de-
partment, the most brutal in the
land. supported by a big business
republican administration, did not
learn the lesson that the workers
are not responsible for the riots
that come with every strike. In
spite of tho lesson of the street ecar
strike, the police started .out with
their usual brutal, murderous meth-
ods of handling labor struggles.

“There have already been 400 ar-
rests,” Rodriguez told the city
council, “Men, women and girls
have been beaten up. arrested and
thrown into filthv, disease breeding
police dungeons.”

He saild he could not blame the
policemen. who, he pointed out. re-
ceived their orders from those
hieher up.

“Tbe responsibility for this rolice
brutality rests on the head of the
department and upon the present

city administration,” declared Rod- |

riguez. “The actions of the police
are directed by the powers ahbove
them.

“The police force is being used
in the interests of one party to this
great labor struggle and1 we want

-to know why this is s0.”

Ald. Kénnedy urged all of the nld
party aldermen to go out and in-
vestigate the charges of police hru-
talitv for themselves.

Something Radicall- Wrong,

“There is something fundamental-
ly wrong in thc manner in which
police handle strikes,” he declared,
after citing several cases 'of brutal-
ity. -

Kennedy told -how the police in
London helped maintain order at
the great mass meetings in Trafal-
gar Square during the world-fam-
ous dockers’ strike, instead of us-
ing all their power to break up
parades and mass meetings of the
revolting workers. ’

“I hope that the present policy
of the Chicago police department
in handling strikes will be radical-
1y changed,” continued Kennedy.
“Immigrants from Russia and other
countries come to this country to
escape the tyranny of oppressive
BEuropean governments. We hold
our Fourth of July celebrations to
give them an idea of the great and
glorious rights of American citizen-
ship. But as ‘'soon as these {mmi-

grants engage in.an industrial strug-
gle for better working conditions,
increased wages and a shorter work-
day, they become the victims of
police brutality that causcs them to
form another opinion of the rights
of American citizenship than  thet
received at Fourtin of Susy deivbrees
tions.
New Day Dawning.

Chicago has set the pace for the
nation’s cities in the Kkilling and
maiming of workers during labcr
struggles. Every strike has de-
manded its martyrs. But with the
action just taken -by Chicago’s So-
cialist aldermen a new day is be-
ginning to dawn, when strikes will
be bloodless and crowned with vic-
tory at less sacrifice of human suf-
fering than has been the case in
the past.

This is the first action taken by
the two Socialist aldermen in the
Chicago city council in aid of the
20,000 striking garment workers. It
is hoped that this action will re-
sult in forcing the garment barons
to arbitrate the questions at issue.

Socialists and trade unionists, by
the thousand;, sought admission to
this session of the Chicago city
council, Monday night, Oct. 4. But
the frightened Republican admini-
stration packed the galleries with
its -henchmen before six o’clock.
The Chicago Federation of Labor
had voted on the previous day to at-
tend the council meeting in a body.
The Teachers’ Federation, 4,000
strong, were on han-, --ith .1,000
more teachers belonging to other
organizations. Then there were the
thousands of garment strikers
anxious to see the city fathers per-
form. In addition to the discussion
of the garment strike, the council
also expected to receive Mayor
Thompson’s anti-labor appointments
to the board of education that 1is
fighting the teachers. .

Labor In Fighting Mood.

After having jammed the galleries
with republican machine hirelings,
however, the school board appoint-
ments were not made and the strike
situation alone was discsused. The
packing of the city council galleries
is the worst slap Chicago organized
labor has received from the politi-
cians in many a day. Future coun-
cil meetings promise to develop.the
great demonstrations seen when
Yerkes put over his great traction
steals. Only now labor is more
alert and better organized. And,
most of all, it has its representa-
tives on the *inside” and it inteads
to elect more Socialists to the city
council of Chicago next spring.

Stay at home! - The annual an.
tumnal circulars are being sent out
by labor organizations warning un-
employed workers not to-come to
this town and that because therc
are no jobs to be had. These ap-
peals come irom East and West,
North and South and include most
industries. The only safe way for
workers to travel is to write ahead
to secretaries of unions or some ac-
guaintance and inquire about In-
dustrial conditions.

Robert J. Wheeler, one of the So-
cialist councilmen of Allentowg.
Pa.., was nominated for reelection
after one of the most bitter fights-
in local politics. Wheeler is a mem-

| ber of the glass blow.rs’ union.

Union labor men in Massachusetts
iwill not have the sanction of their
flabor organizations in joining the
| militia until the law provides that
| the militia shall not be called out
| against strikers., . .
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" ORGANIZE FOR 1916!

SOCIALISM. — Under So-
elwlism industry will be carried
oen for the common good and
every worker receive the full
‘#ecial value of the wealth he
‘creates. The Socialist Party is
the political expression of the
economic interests of the work-
ers. It is a party founded on

the science and laws of social |

deyelopment. It proposes that,
since ‘all social necessities to-
day are socially prodiiced, the
means of their production and

distribution shall be socially
owned and democratically con-
trolled. The Socialist Party ap-

preciates the full significance of |,

class organization and urges the
wage earners, the working farm-
ers and all other useful work-
ers everywhere to organize for
economic and political action,
and we pledge ourselves to sup-
port the toilers of the fields as
well as those in the shops, fac-
tories and mines of the nation
in their struggles for economic
justice. The Socialist Party is
the party of the present day re-
w#dlution, which marks the trans-
ition from economic individual-
ism to Socialism, from wage
slavery to free cooperation, from
capitalist oligarchy to indust-
rial democracy.—From the- 1912
Socialist Party national plat-
form.

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Here iz all the week’s news worth
while boiled down for workers so
busy fighting for Socialism thoy do
not have time to read the daily cap-
italist preas.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27.

Fifty persons believed crushed to aeath
wheu spark fro mworkman’s hammer
ignites tank car of gasoline and explosion
tollows at Ardmore, Okla. )

Allles and Germans in desperate battle
along 300-mils western front.

Great garment strike starts in Ohicago.
Second only to garment makers’ walkout
in New York Oity.

TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 28.

",tnglo-rrench financial ocommission in
:Obicago makes public terms of half bil-
;Mop dollar loan. Offers 5 per cent five
Tyonr bonds as security.
- Report, British and French have cap-
tured Kaisor's second line; drive for
third, Yorty thoutand Germans perish in
Pinsk . Marsh on Russian front.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29.

Ten persons die and 1560 injured in
New Orleans and vicinity as result of
Gulf storm.

* Chicago bankers not enthusiastic over
85680,000,000 loan to French and British
governm

ents,
Kaiser rushes to Wostern front to rally
Germans to meet Allies’ offensive.

Pres. Wilsen views 10,000 'G. A. R.
veterans in parade at Washington, D. C.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30,

. Yurious and gigantic assault of the al-
lies on the German lines in France and
Belgium continues with unabated violence.

aterson, N. J., police attempt to break
up Mt for free speech. Leonard Ab-
to::,. arlo Tresca and Thomas Wright ar-
rested,

- Indland feod ion of labor adopts
retolutions condemning b!f business in-
tevests for seeking to disrupt Chicago
Teachers' Federation.

. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1.

British and French communications
.olaim further success for the allies on the

weostern front, Soventesn battles fought
in the air. Report allfes’ troops in
Qirsece.

_ 8ocialist Senator La Fontaine, of Bel-

&Rﬂ. tells’ Ohicago audience revolt of
'‘gops may end struggle in Europe,

S SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2.

+ President Wilson promises to issue

htatement soon supporting woman suffrage

s _a state issue.

Russal threatens war on Bulgaria. Brit-
‘4sh make smali gains against Germans;
French halted. Allies may ask another
ioan in U. 8,

- SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3.

" Mir John French, British Field Marshal
in- France, tells of allled gains against the
Glermans.

L, BOV t supp anti-
war agitation of Liebknecht group of So-
c“u.l‘:m in Essen, Dusseldorf, and other
cities.

Oruelty of Turks agsainst Armenians
worst in world’s history.

Rescue nine coal miners entombed for
woek at Coaldale, Pa,

THEY READ FICTION.

“System” is the name of a “busi-
ness’” publication that recently set
out to learn what the workers are
thinking about. Among other things
it found that 6.1 per cent of the
workers whose minds were exam-
ined read Socialist literature. It
found that 94 per cent read fiction.
Perhaps that accounts for the ignor-
ance of a great percentage of the
working class. Every Socialist
should work to increase the per-
centage of tollers reading Socialist
lHterature. The kind of fiction pro-
duced under the capitalist system
will never open the eyes of a Hen-
ry Dubb. Only Socialist literature
will do that. .
%L. J. Betts, county secretary .of

iarfield County, Okla., writes that
an intense interest in Socialism has
Poen aroused in,thhi part of Okla-

-

PUSH PHILOSOPHY

By LINCOLN PHIFER

WHAT right has a man to vote if
woman is denied the ballot?

THE jingo is a murderer at heart
who is too cowardly to do his own
killing?

IT. IS time for the workersito
make - a “drive” on the entrenched
enemy, capitalism.

ALL franchises are special priv-

ileges and hence are illegal. They

should be abrogated. -
ROCKEFELLER is something

more than a hypocrite. He Is also

a great grandstander.
WHEN the capitalists cannot rob

1 without murder they provoke a war,

and then fool preachers pray. for
them.

WHAT right has the president to
veto a law if the people, who are
superior to him are
right?

IF THE workers are expected to
defend the country, the country
must first become the property of
the workers., t '

MAN is the wisest fool in the
world. He {8 wise enough to do
everything, and fool enough to be
content with nothing. -~

WHAT right has the supreme
court to set aside a law, if the peo-
ple, who arg supreme over all,-can-
not set aside a law?

IF THE toilers controlled indust-
ry there would be no unemployment.
If they controlled the government
there would be no war.

ALL war bonds are issued without
the workers having a vote on them:
they are therefore not a contract
and must be repudiated.

WHAT right has congress to in-
volve the nation in debt for war
munitions, unless the people agree
by vote to that indebtedness?

WHAT right has congress to au-
thorize loans for war and at the
same time deny the people the right
to money for the control of industry?

AS sickness is caused by invisible
microbes that are parasites, so pov-
erty is the result of parasitism that
many do not yet suspect as exist-
ing.

THE world has been kept so busy
making a living for useless robbers
and destroyers of wealth that a
majority of people have never real-
ly lived.

JF THE nation has a right to
seize the mills and make them man-
ufacture war munitions, it has a
right to seize the mills and make
them employ the idle.

BETWEEN the war and panic
capitalism is finding out just how
much the workers can stand, and
means to rob them of all that is
skovn to be possible.

IT IS as unbusiness-like to em-
ploy a public official without the
right to recall him as it would be
to employ a worker yourself and-be
unable to discharge him.

THE world is in the hands of the
destroyers. It is mastery, now re-
presented chiefly by capitalists,
that keep it poor, that keep it ignor-
ant, that keep it miserable. ,

THERE are people who will not
consider a new thought, éven about
socialization; and they are the same
kind of fools as those who will not
read up about what is known about
socialization.

ALL charters are letters of
marque and reprisal, authorizing a
citizen of one state to levy a tribute
off a citizen of another state, and
are therefore unconstitutional. They
should be set aside.

THE solution of the problem of
making a living is known already.
If the people were permitted by the
spoilers to apply the solution, there
need be no poor, no homeless, no
unemployed in all the world.

IT IS less dangerous to have a
hereditary king withéut much actual
power than it is to have a judge ap-
pointed for life, without being sub-
ject to recall, and having the power
to undo the work of legislature or
congress.

ALL land grants to corporations

represent the giving away of that’

belonging to the whole people with-
out the consent of the whole people.
They are therefore no contract and
are vold. Some day they will and
must be set aside. e

THEY are building so much mach-
inery for the making of war muni-
tions that after the European war
is over capitalism will have to force
a war at home in order to save its
investment. This is what is behind
the move for preparedness.

NO man has a right to hold an
office until he is well versed in the
sociology or the principles of social
service. He has no more right to
a public place until prepared for it
than a teacher has to instruct with-
out a certificate or a doctor to pre-
tend to be a healer without a diplo-
ma.

ATLAS was a working stiff of |

long ago on whose shoulders - a
smart guy is saild to have dumped
the weight of the world. And At-
las cannot even feed himself be-
cause of using his hands for hold-
ing up the world. You thought
A;las a myth. Well, you yourself
are the dubb. -

CO-OPERATION OF THE S8OOCIALISTS
OF OONNECTIgy?.
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Fight Public School Book

Control By:-

N CHICAGO all roads lead to State Street, the busiest thorofare in the
world. State Street is the home of the department stores. The city’s
street car cystem was built with “State Street” as the hub. The same is
true of the elevated trains. Bus lines create a similar situation for the

steam roads entering the city.

“State ‘Street” 18 the center. Mlilions of dollars are spent annually
in newspaper and other advertising to turn th'o‘eyes of millions of people

toward this money spending center.

N

The extreme to- which “State
Street” will go to educate the mas-
ses has just been uncovered in the
fight that is being made by the Chi-
cago Board of Education to outlaw
the Chicago Teachers’ Federation.
The. school books used in the Chi-

cago public schools, especially the

arfthmetics, have practically been

tturned over to State Street's big

business interests. Thelr pages are
filled with what seems to be free
advertising. _
Turn to page 122 of the Stone-
Millis Arithmetic used in the Chi-
cago public schools and at the top

of the page you find this:

idea of the vastness of
for armaments.”
Propaganda that advances the in-
terests of .special privilege is not
objectionable. It may fill all the
pages of the public school books
and the bought press will not break
its silence. But the moment one
word is :found advancing the cause
of humanity, that moment the cap-
italist press turns loose its guns of
Ink until the eyes of childhood are
again blinded to the injustices of
the present social system. Child-
ren will never be properly educated
until the working "class secures

expenditure
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to get.a grip on the public schools.
In the. building trades the unions
forced .the employers into agree-
ments providing that apprentices
be sent to school for a certain num-

ber of hours each week, the boss.

to pay wages just the. same. In
other words the boss paid the ap-
prentices to go to school.

Apprentices Go To School.

Thus in an annual report of the
Chlcago schools we find the follow-
Ing: “About 250 carpenters’ appren-
tices weré regularly at school, as
required by their union. Evidently
the young men value their oppor-
tunities. A splendid spirit pre-
vails, and it was easy to mark the
growth in power and poige that
comes with their progress tiru the
four-year coarse.,” In another place
the following: “Electrical ap-
&renﬂees, about 5G in number, at-

nded ome techmical high school.
At another, some 120 plumbers’ ap-
prentices attend.”

The same is true of many other
trades. At the present time the
teachers of these boys are also
members of trade unions, thus be-
ing able to teach the apprentices
that loyalty to the labor movement
80 necessary to success in the
growing struggles of the working
clags. With non-unionists as teach-
ers the opposite will be true. The
schools will then become breeding
places for strike breakers. They
will be nothing more than factories
for turning out industrial serfs.

The injunction returned against
the original rule will also stand
against the amended rule, until it
has been set aside by some higher
court. . .

A partial victory has already been
won by the teachers in the decision
of the school board to keep all vac-
ant school lands. These are gra-
dually increasing in value. It has
been the practice to sell the school
lands at bargain counter prices to
favored friends of the school trus-
tees, thus robbing the school sys-
tem of huge sums of money. It has
been charged that one reason the
school board is so anxious to kill
the teachers’ federation is that, with
the teachers’ union out of the way,
it will have one less foe to fight in
disposing of the land remaining in
the pt jon of the school sys-

M.7.&00,

This shows how Marshall Field & Co. advertises in Ohicago’s public school books.

This is a sales check, the kind
used by Marshall Field & Company,
the biggest big business on State]
Street. The Marshall Field estate
is one of the gigantic real estate
holdings in Chicago.

Children, by the tens of thous-
ands, study this sales check in the
public schools every year. The name
of “Marshall Field & Company”
thus exerts its magic upon the im-
mature mind; there develops a
servile homage and respect for this
great capitalist' institution that has
almost enslaved an entire city.

Marshall Field & Company gets
preferred space in the Stone-Millis
arithmetic. We do not know whether
Benj. H. Sanborn & Co., the pub-
lishers of the arithmetic, receive
pay for the advertising. =

The other big stores receive hon-
orable mention — perhaps to keep
them quiet. On Page 59 of the
Stone-Millis arithmetic the child-
ren are told to prepare an account
between themselves and “The Fair,”
and Mandel Bros., two other big
State Street Stores. On page 78,
the children are told about a piano
sale at Siegel, Cooper & Co., one of
the Siegel enterprises that survived
when the big Siegel store in New
York City went into bankruptcy.
John V. Farwell & Co., and Butler
Bros., the big wholesale housaes are
noticed, and the Chicago and North-
western Railroad is also mentioned.
There are the big interests that
fight the workers every time they
try to assert themselves.

Bought Press Silent.

This exploitation of the public
school books for private purposes
is very proper in the eyes of the
bought and subsidized press. They
do not object to it. They permit
this sort of propaganda to pass by
unnoticed. But when anything by
chance gets into the school books
that hurts the plutocracy then these
newspapers howl. The Tribune,
that has profited by ggtting cheap
school land leases, has Jjust been
indulging in ‘such a fit of howling.
It has found something i{n a school

| arithmetic that would tend to pro-

mote the child’s desire for peace.
The Tribune and the plutes stand
for war and they want the art of
murder taught in the schools.

Some of the ‘“Problems About
“War,” “for .classes in arithmetic,”
to which The Tribune takes excep-
tion, are as follows:

Most boys would like to go
to a ball game every week. If
a boy went to a game every
week for a season of twenty
weeks, and took a 50 cent seat,
how much would it cost for the
season? The amount which we
spent on our navy last year,
$139,682,186, would pay for tick-
ets for how many boys?

A good tennis racket can be
bought for $1.50. The battle-
ship Vermont cost $7,563,963.
This amount would buy rackets
for how many boys and girls?

During the year preceding
the great war the five great.
European powers spent $898,-
921,000 on their armies. At 10
cents per ticket, how many tick- -
ets to some good moving picture - |
plays would such an amount
buy for each of the 450.000,000
people Jn these countries? Ans-
wer to the nearest unit.

Fights Peace Propaganda.

The bloody thirsty Tribune calls
this a “subtle and corrupting ap-
peal to the pleasure loving instinct
of childhood.” The framers of the
problems declare they were “de-
signed to lay before young people
in the elementary schools, at the
most impressionable age, the fact
of the wastefulness of war,” which
The Tribune, -"hands dipped in

hland nalle nmancaatine Mhan +ha

complete control of the entire pub-
lic school system. Just as soon as
this has been accomplished, then
capitalism will go staggering to an
early grave and Soclalism will
break in all its glory upon the
world.

All Labor Unions
Hit By New Rule;
Will F_ig_ht Back

In its now famous “Free Schools
Edition” of Sept. 11th, The Amer-
ican Socialist urged its readers. to
“Halt Plot To Make Schog]s Serf
Factories.” That this is the. infen-
tion of the big business 'Chic4gd
board of education was shown n.ore
than ever in its latest move to
wreck the Chicago Teachers’' Feder-
ation. -~ T -

The business pirates of Chicago
did not remain stunned very long
by the court decision granting the
teachers an injunction against the
school board rule that sought to
outlaw their federation. ’

Immediately upon their recovery
they ‘had their puppets on the
board of education present another
rule, slightly changed from the one
that failed to pass the scrutiny of
the courts. This rule, adopted Sept.
29, by the school board, by a vote
of 11 to 8, is directed exclusively at
organized labor. ’

Only After Union Labor.

The school board withdrew its
ban temporarily from the National
Educational Association and the
Illinois State Teachers’ Associa-
tion. The fact was thus emphasized
that this - war 1is directed solely
against the Chicago Teachers’ Feder-
ation, affiliated with the Chicago
Tederation of Labor and the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, and
against the members of the; differ-
ent labor unions employed as in-
structors in the manual training
departments and technical schoojs.

It is the ambition of the big busi-
ness school board, by this rule, to
;weep every union card man or
woman from the teaching staff of
the Chicago schools. In this way

Chicago’s children will be taught-

the creed of the scab, the non-
unionist and the strike-breaker by
teachers whose sympathies are
against the aspirations of the or-
ganized labor movement.

This latest move was again led
by School Trustee Jacob M. Loeb,
brother of Albert Loeb, vice presi-
dent of Sears, Roebuck & Co:, the
notoriously anti-labor mail order

house, that does a nation-wide busi- |

ness. .It has aroused the labor
movement of Chicago to the great
danger that threatens it.

Many Teachers Threatened.

The amended rule meang that
five-sevenths of the teachers In the
public schools must drop their af-
filiation with organized labor or
withdraw from the teaching force.
Teachers thus threatened with dis-
missal are: ’

Members of the Chicago Teachers’ .

Federation ......... M 4,0
Members of the Men : Teachers’

Federation
Members of

School Teachers’
Printers, . "carpenters,

electrical ©  workers, plumbers,

glovemakers, . pattern makers,
. ete., employed as “teachers in
manual training .departments and
all members of labor unjoms ....

00

Women High
Federation. ...
blacksmiths,

400

Total “..ooouuns e eameaes «.iae. 5,000

“All these unions will have to
fight the rule,” declares Miss Mar-
garet A. Haley, business agent of
the teachers’ union, “and the Teach-
ers’ Federation will get more sup-
port from organized labor than
ever before. The amendment to

-tha wula haa olvan na a nlaar ant

tem.

The disgraced Baldwin state sen-
ate investigating committee, that
was i{llegally appointed and secretly
financed by big business, has closed
its rooms in the Hotel La Salle and
it is doubtful whether it will ever
again have another meeting.

A convention of the Chicago Wo-
man’s Trade Union League attended
by 60 delegates representing 20 or-
ganizations with 10,000 members has
taken up the fight of the teachers.
Women members of thesé organiza-
tions will call on Chicago’s 70 alder-
men and insist. on the appointment
of school trustees favorable to or-
ganized labor.

F. W. Chase, of Portland, Ore.,
gends in $1 to send The American
Soclalist to some of the teachers
we think need the paper.

This Week’s Editorial

From Socialist Press

WARIS BEGINNING OF
RULE OF THE PEOPLES

By FREDERICK G.GOULD

Member of the British Socialist Partp and
The Independent Labor Partp

NOTE:—This is the second article
by Frederick G. Gould to appear in
The American Socialist. In his pre-
vious article, in t&o March 1Sth is-

'

sue, he showed oat - struggle
that will. face the labor movement
when this war ends, 18 a well

known worker in the tish Social-
ist movement and is an author of
several volumes. In this: article he
shows how the war is opening the -
way towards Soocialism.

HAT has become of the So-
clalist idea of Revolution?
All the petty disturbances raised in
this or that city by Socialists dur-.
ing the last thirty years are ridi-
culous in comparison witl the pres-
ent gigantic war ‘which has been
created by the rich and propertied
classes. After the battles in Poland,
in the Dardanelles, in Flanders,
and on the ocean, during 1914-
1915, no threats by  physical-
force Socialists can agitate the
world. It is one of the most re-
markable fronies of history that the
Revolution which timid statesmen
expected at the hands of Interna-
tional Socialists has actually come
to pass through bourgeois govern-
ments and politiclans of the old:
order. These well-dressed gentle-
men, with University education, and
endowed with the advantages of
modern culture — these are the
authors of .the Revolution. We
thought Revolution would ° issue,
torch in hand, from slums and filthy
tenements. It has rushed all fur-
fous and bloody, from palaces and
mansions.

Do not mistake. This European
war — this civil war, which physi-
cally or morally involves the entire
world, — is, in name, a conflict of
“Powers.” It is, in effect, — the
end of “Powers” and the beginning
of the rule .ot '.'Pecl).ples’." .

I WILL illustrate from my own
country, which three score - years
have familiarized me with. The up-
per classes, capitalists, land-own-
ers, professionals, and the rest,
have freely contributed their sons
to the Army; they are losing and
will lose, money and luguries; they
are dropping ancient political tra-
ditions; the old parties — Conserv-
ative and Liberal — are united in a
coalition government, with the agd-
dition of Labor representatives;
they are preparing to share their
authority with Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa, and
India. The working-classes have
learned to fight, in vast masses,
along with aristocrats and Univer-
sity men, in trenches, and Flemish

villages, and on Turkish rocks; for |
{the time being, great multitudes of

British men are actually better
clothed and fed, as soldiers, than
they are laborers; - working-class

women have been ‘drawn into "theé |

field of national action and destiny

“WAR SOCIALISM.”
(From The Milwaukee Leader).

The German Social-Democrats are
not so enthusiastic over the great
governmental undertakings into
which most of the warring nations
have been forced as are some of
the Socialists in this country. Un-
der the title, “War Soclalism,” a
recent writer in ‘the Neue Zeit
points out that all these efforts
lack the important element of de-
mocracy.

Every. nation at war has sur-
rendered to the Socialist position
o organization. All admit that
private initiative and competition
have failed hopelessly to meet the
needs of a society fighting for
existence.

No nation has, as yet, adopted the
much more hgportant side of So-

‘cialism which “insists that the dir-

ecting power in production must be
the workers organized democratic-
ally. It is possible that this lesson
may be learned before the war is
over. It is very probable that it
will be the first lesson taught the
rulers by the people when the war
has ended.

THE POOR PRESIDENT,

The most pitiable figure in the
United States is Woodrow Wilson.
One who understands can scarcely
criticise him, out of pity for the
man.

For more than two years the pa-
nic has been on. There was no
reason for the panic other than an
effort to crush him and with him
all_the “progressive” and radical
agitation that has been growing
through the years. During all that
time Wilson has used his every en-
deavor to induce the masters of in-
dustry to call off the panic. He has
called "attention to the markets in
South America that may be cap-
tured now while Europe is unable
to contest for them. He has shown
that bank deposits are larger than
ever before in history, affording the
means of ending the panic. But
there has been no move tos open
businéss of any kind save the busi-
ness of killing the world’s workers.
It becomes apparent that no effort
will be made to end panic conditions
until after the next election. It is
hoped in the meantime to starve the
workers into submission, and to
force a return to standpatism as, a
price for renewed activity in in-
dustry. Wilson is as surely dbomed,
if capitalism is successful in its in-
famous' work, as though he were
sentenced to be shot. , ’

The pity of it is, that  he is ut-
terly helpless largely through the
money law he was instrumental in
framing. One would think common
gratitude would cause the masters
of the bread to use the money Wil-
son turned to them; but they know

‘'no gratitude.

The arrogant fools think they

will arnch awvan tha mara nracraa-

in incr d numbers; and the.
Government control of many fac+
tories and-mills, railroads and sup-.
plies, has taught the most ignorant
proletarian his tirst lesson in ocol-
lectivism. In the very -midst of the
war, and in spite of the helpless-
protests of the capitalist bress, the
wage-earners in the South Wales
coal-field, successfully maintained -
their claim to a more adequate pay-
ment. When the war Is over, the
bill must be paid. It cannot be
paid by mere taxation, for the old
treasury simply cannot yield enough
cash. It can only be paid by en-
larged output of industry; and that
will imply the continuation of the-
very process now commencing,
namely, the gocialization of mills,
factories, and all the other means
of production. This again will ne-
cessitate a re-birth of education.
For all these changes, I believe Bri-
tain  is sufficiently trained by ex-:
perience. Foreigners d¢ not per-
haps appreciate one of the chief
sources of our strength, — I mean
our system of local government in)
boroughs and counties.: It is one
of the best in the world in its demo-
cratic possibilities, just as it is one
of the most ancient, and is going to
play a powerful part in the Social-.
ist reconstruction of the British
Isles, I say the “Isles”, instead of
“Britain,” because I anticipate an
advance of Socialism in Ireland. "I
have been a Home Ruler (though I
am English of the English) for:
many years; but I want to tell
Irish readers that Home Rule can.
only yield fruitful results for dear
old Ireland if developed in a So-
clalist direction.

What I have said about my own
country applies, with variations, to
Germany, France, Italy, etc. - Simi-
lar changes will evolve in all;. and,
in a century, our posterity will
look back with far more interest.
upon the Socialist rebuilding that
followed the war than upon the de-
tails of diplomacy or of campaigns;
though it will never cease to pay

homage, sad and heartfelt, to the |

young men of all nationalities who
died that th,.‘e w:)rkl mi‘ght live.

OF' THE. possjble action of the
United States in relation to this un-
happy conflict I will not apeak,
though I ‘am writing a few days
after the sinking of the Arabic. Two |
visits to the states have taught me
faith in the good sense. and polit-
ical capacity of Americans, and I
forbear from- discussion in ‘this
fied. But perhaps I may be al-
lowed to add a few words about the
situation in the world of British So-
cialism. .

The British Socialist Party (B. S.
P.) is morally, though not official-
ly,* split.-into a war-party, led by
Hyndman and Tillett and others, and
a peace party, led by Fairchild and

l cinll;t) 1is chiefly influenced by J.

R. MacDonald, who, in August, 1914,
-announced a policy of criticism of
8ir Edward Grey, suspicion of Rus-
sia, and resolve to avoid demanding
humillating terms from the German-
ic Powers in case of their defeat.
This policy, supported by the “La-
bor Leader,” has assumed a pacifist
quality which the general public re-
gards as “pro-German.” It has also
been more or less allied with such
outside movements as “Stop-the-y
‘War” — “No conscription,” and
“Union of Democratic Control,” and
all these movements are .causes of
irritation to the majority of the
people, and are opposed by some So-
cialists. I will not debate these
points, but I wfll make one.remark,
and that is, that Socialists should
concentrate their political and econ-
omic activity in Socialist organiza-
tions, and not disperse their ener-
gles in bourgeois agitations, no mat-
ter how good the objects may ap-
pear.

[ ] . * .

THE LABOR Party, which in-
cludes non-Socialists as well as
Socialists, is almost solid for the
prosecution of the war, as is the
Parliamentary Labor Party, (that
is, the group of some 40 Labor mem-
bers in the House of Commons);
and the same observation holds good
of the trade unions.

' Whether consciously or instinet-
ively most thoughtful people look
to world-Soclalism as the political
hope for the after-war period. But
Marxian, as I am, I am convinced
this economic change will need il-
lumlqauon from new educational
and Treligious 1ideals, which, how-
ever, it" would not be advisable just
now to discuss..

Jeremiah J. Baly, the young So-
cialist who was slugged by Sherift
Kinkead before the eyes of Stand-
ard’ Ofl officlals in the company’s
plant while the big Bayonne strike
was in progress last month, has
brought a suit for damages against
Kinkead and demands $4,000 dam-
ages, charging assault and battery

and; iltegal. arrest.. Kinkead (w.
seems to have a kink “in’ his heac
all right) raved around like a wil
man when served with the papers i
the case. He sent his deputies ove
to Elizabeth, in another county an
entirely out of his jurisdiction, kid
naped the boy and held him, with
out charges of any sort in the Hud
son County Jail. This utter disre
gard for the laws of the State wil
probably bring about a clash be
tween the various officials, if no
more serious charges against th
“anarchist” sheriff. .
Incidentally it may be mentione
that the open shoppers and Big Bi
bunch of New Jersey are toutin
Kinkead as a candidate for the pos!
tion held by U. S. Senator .Martin¢
The latter never can be forgiven fo
exposing the rotten conditions the
existed in the mining districts ¢
West Virginia. Other people wh
know Kinkead declare that he i
an inflated ignoramus and a die
grace to any public . position, n
matter how inferior it may be.

WEST V RGINIA TO BALLOT O:
& WOMAN SUFFRAGE IN 1916.
By Lulu E. Pennybacker.

The amendment enfranchisin
women will come before the voter
of West Virginia in the Novembe
election of 1916. The women in th
Socialist Party are co-operating vit
the suffrage organization to sprea
the propaganda. The suffrage liter
ature is varled and many leaflet
are found bearing on industria
problems. Naturally the Socialle
women select such literature as wi
arouse & desire for Industrial a
well as political freedom. The ex
changing of ideas on methods of o1
ganization and pubiicity s benefi
cial to all concerned: But I fee
that women must have the ballc
before they will take much interes
in its use. At the Suffrage Nationt
Convention held in Nashville |
November, 1914, I spcke before th
Southern States Convention and at
sured them of the assistance of ou.
party organization.

—
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The following books have been published by the National Office
of the Socialist Party and have been endorsed by the Executive Com-

you circulate these books you will not have to apologize for any state-

THE 1914 CAMPAIGN BOOK.

This book has been justly characterized as “A library condensed
It is a book of inestimable value to Socialists and
all students of economics. As a reference book on social and economic
subjects it has positively no equal.
Price 26 cents. :

1012 CAMPAIGN BOOK

This book contains a‘g‘reat deal of material omitted-from the later .
. ‘edition because of -lack of space, but which nevertheless is of vital
interest to the student of Socialism and social development.

THE HILLQUIT-GOMPERS DEBATE

This is probably the most important discussion on the relation of
Socialism and Trade Unionism that has ever taken place.
royal between two men both of whom have made their mark in the

By. Robert Hunter
Never before has the policy of-
——that policy which has become famous:as the “rewarding our friends

ing and merciless criticism. Yet the book-is written in a manner which
does not -offend, but which stimulates thought.
their utmost to get.this book into the hands of conservative trade’

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY
By Ethelwyn Mills

legislative bodles to which they have been élected in the United States.

of the practical work done by the representatives of his party. It for-

THE FAILURE OF REGULATION

By Daniel W. Hoan, Socialist City Attormey of Milwaukee .
The mass of evidence whith Hoan presents in this book i over-

-only remedy—Socialism. Paper.

WHERE YOU GET OFF
By John M. Work

If you want a book that explains the principles of Socialism simply
and logically, in the terms of everyday life, this is the book to get.

ARE THERE CLASSES IN AMERICA?®
By Ralph Korngold

What is the class struggle?
things are simply and logically explained in this enlightening booklet.

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF RAILWAYS

By Carl D. Thompson
‘If you want to find out how the public ownershin of railways has
lowered rates, improved service, increased wages, and insured many

other benefits to the people in nearly every civilized country on earth,
It is a.storehouse of information on this important

WASTING HUMAN LIFE
By A. M, Simons

port such a system. An epoch making work, worth many times the
price for which it sells. Illustrated. Paper. Price 10 cents. .
DO THE WORKING MEN OF ‘AMERICAN WANT AN 8 HOUR LAW

—WE WANT TO HEAR FROM THEM

An open letter from the National Executive Committee of ‘The
Socialist Party.to the working class of the nation. - Unbelievable as
it may seem the American Federation of Labor has officlally taken
a stand against laws limiting the work day.
of the Socialist Party does not believe. that this attitude on the part"

and women of the country or even of the rank and file of the Federa-

If you will send us $2.00 we will send you a full set of OUR OWN
PUBLICATIONS, including every book nam®d above.

official views of the Party. When

Bound in flexible  cloth. Three

Bound -
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cents.
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the American Federation of Labor
— been subjected to such search-

Socialists should do

the work done by Socialists in the
complete unless he is able to tell

Socialists are impractical. Paper.

result of the policy of “regulating”
been to give them a firmer hold.

Do Socialists foster class hatred?:
These

&
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capitalism ever penned. It shows

how the capitalist system wastes the resources and the lives of the J

seem almost like madness to sup-

The Executive Confmittee °

the sentiment of the working men

‘We will pay
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Finns Vote Monthly Donatlon
To 1916 Organization Fund

HE F‘innish Socialists have again come to the front in the great cam-

paign to “Organize for 1916!”

They have again shown that they

wre more than willing to carry the biggest share of the burden in the
sigantic struggle toward human emancipation.

J. F. Maki, translator-secretary

of the Finnish Socialist Federation,

1as just sent a letter to National Secretary Walter Lanfersiek reading as

‘ollows:

“The Finnish Branch of Gardner, Mass., has requested us to commu- |ig

iicate to you that they have decided to contribute to the ‘Organize for

1916 Fund’ $6 per month for a period of one

916.

year, commencing Sept. 1,
3

“I_hope that we can duplicate this letter at least every week for the

‘emainder of the year.”

© It was the Finnish Socialist Publishing Co. of Fitchburg, Mass., that
sent in a $100 check for the 1916 organization fund, the biggest recelved.
The $5 a month for a year from the Gardner, Mass., Socialists means $60

n all.

In its call for funds for the “Organize for 1916” campaign, the Na-
ional Executive Committee called for only $2 from each local. Many locals
’ailed to respond. This was no doubt due in many cases to the fact that
10 meetings were held during the summer months. But now that the. fall
activities are under way every Socialist local should respond immediate-
ly. There are no doubt many locals that can follow the example of the
Finnish Socialists and send in a contribution each month. This organiza-

tion .campaign should proceed with

the greatest energy we can muster.

Soon it will be time to start the campaign itself, when it will be too late

to think of organization work. The
tion fund are as follows:

latest contributions to this organiza-

' 9

&

ORGANIZE FOR 1916 FUND ||

a

Executive Department,

CONTRIBUTIONS OF _$1: 2
Womans Br., Jersey City, N. J.; J. F.'8.
Mercer, Mason City, Nebr.; Al Pierson,
Fort MoCoy, Fla.; L. Keplinger,
McCoy, Fla.: T. P. Benard, Fort i(
Fla.; Wm. Magnett. Stockton, Calif.;

nish Br., Fayette City, Pa. )
MI1SCELLANEOUS , CONTRIBUTIONS:
Ill, 50¢; Polllsh

Nils Gustafson, Chicago,
Br. 16th Ward, Chicago, Ill., $2.10; I
McCrillis, Des Moines, Ia., $4.20.
CONTRIBUTIONS OF $2: Local Ru-
ert, Idaho; Br. No. 2, Local Buffalo, N.
".; Local Staples, Minn.; German Br, Al-
liance, Ohio; Gr. Branch, Kensington Lo-
cal. Philadelphia, Pa.; Local Noblesville,
Ind.; Local Santa Ana, Oslif.; German
Br., Springfield, Mass.; New England Lo-

cal, Canal Dover, Ohio.
Total to end of Oct. 2nd, .. $1,718.79.

COMRADE!

By EMIL SEIDEL

OMRADE! Just one word with

you.

One word with you, whose whole
life has been one of ploneering —
one sacrifice in the cause of So-
cialism,

O, I know from your past that the
holy fire of zeal is not dead. Your
whole past has been too trye, too
genuine for that.

But let me ask you Just one ques-
tion: When have you been last to
your branch-meeting?

Your weather-beaten mien does
not permit of the suspicion that you
bave lost interest. I know that you
are as staunch.as ever — nay more
80.

But when have you last attend-
éd your bra.nch' me‘?tln‘g?

cCoy,
n-

THERE WAS a tlme when the
path fo your meeting hall was well
trodden. You were at your post—
happen what might.

. Starm could not daunt you, nor
tranquility lull you.

But have you not allowed the
grass and rank weeds to grow over
the path? — Why?

Comrade! - Do you know that you
are missed? Do you know that you
are needed? Do you know that
your wise counsel is wanted.

Again — do you know that your
branch is to your party what the
cell is to the body? Do you_knew
that when the cell 1is ailing the
body is {11?

. * - L]

OH, I KNOW — there .were times
when the younger made you feel
that you were not wanted — per-
haps made you feel that you were
in the way.

That was wrong. You are not in
the way. You are needed.

I know that you do not allow your

dues to lapse — your subscription
to expire — your donation to be
missed.

But we have not seen your face
at the meeting for ever so long a
time. We need you and need you
badly.

You always had a word of cheer,
an elucidating viewpoint to present,
an interesting reminiscence that
carried its lesson and sometimes a
wise word of warning.

» * * »
1T SEEMS ALL so long ago —
4almost as if it all were dead — and
sometimes it seems sad.

We must have you back. - We
need you. We need that cheer. We
need that lesson.

COMRADE — WILL YCU NOT
COME TO THE BRANCH MEETING
AGAIN?

The Labor party of Australia is
going to try to put one over on the
Fusion Liberal - Conseyvative crowd.
Taking advantage of the agreements
that have been made in the bel-
ligerent countries in Europe that no
national elections be held while the
war is in progress, the Laborites
are about to put a referendum up to
the people of Australia in favor of
postponing the next general elec-
tion until June ' 30, 1918. It fis
thought that owing to the state of
the public mind the proposal will
go through easily.

=

HE GOMING KINGDOM

Lincoln Phifer’s Great Book.

forecasted #his war and another to
follow it, through an analysis of the
old taw of periodicity, on which the
prophets of old -elied. It is a schol-
arly analysis of the early Christian
ldeal, the Kingdom of Heaven, show-
Ing wherein it resembled and where
it differs from the Socialist ideal.
Nineteen “books,” 90 ckhapters, 300
pages. .

- A Dollar Book for Fiity Cents.

. “% have read the Coming King-
dom carefully two or three times.
It takes a great hold on me.” —
Comrade Kruke, Corning, N. Y.

" Address, C.
- National Office Soclalist Party,
8§03 W. Madison St, Chicago.

WALTER LANFERSIEK, Secretary

National Executive Committee:
JAMES H., MAURER, 1855 N. 11th
8t.,, Resding, Pa. '
ADOLPH GERMER, Mounat Olive, Il}.
GEORGE H. GOEBEL, 14 Bridge St.,
Newark, N. J

EMIL SEIDEL, 1154—30th St., Mil-
waukee, Wis.

ARTHUR LeSURUR, Fort 8cott, Kans.

-

mittee cannot intiiate a ref d and
sccording to the atrict construction of
the oonatitution, there might be a ques-
tion as to its power to recommend. other

an titational - amend ts, but in
very inst the tion should -be
construed liberally when the proper action
of the membership is involved.

CLARK: We are the National Com-
mittee. The Executive Committee is our
oreaturs. We have it to aid and facili-
tate our work, not to throttle desired ac-
tion, It may est rules of order for
us to follow but they certainly cannot be
binding on us until we accept them. Their
gosmon may be proper concernijng the

esrdsley motion being out of order, for
all I know. But if all the Executive Com-
mittee oan find to do is something which
not their affair, we had better discon-
tinue them and thus save money. *

ALLEN: The Executive Committee, be-

T

ing the created, has no warrant in or out

] of the constitution to declare out of order

the - actions of its creator, the National
Committee, .and in so doing is but aping

RULES FOR THIS DEPARTMENT,

The national committes of the 8o-
clalist Party in providing for an Open
Forum in The American Soclalist
ruled that: -

‘‘Recommendation No, 6,—An open
forum to contain communications from

arty b or org 4 on
sputed points of party policy, views
and cs. No personal attacks or
abuse or intemperate language shall
be allowed. No cominunication in the
Open Forum shall exceed 500 words.”’

COontributors to this department will
facilitate matters cousiderably by
carefully observing this rule.

the ways of capitalistic courts and te
in overriding the aspirations of their
creators. Besides, precedent was but re-
cently established by submitting the
‘Peace Program. Hence, the action of
the Executive Committee should be re-

versed. <

KATTERFELD: The Executive Com-
mittee was right in ruling referendum
proposed by tge Nati 1 Committee by
correspondence out of order, only so long
as the old constitution is in forre.

Under the old rule (Sec. 2, Art. V of
the old constitution) it was impossible for
the National Committee to function, ex-
cept as s sort of negative brake on the
Executive Committee. We debated this
at the committee meeting in May, and this
urposely to per-

clause was stricken out
mit ‘‘affirmative actions’ on the part of
the National Committee, as grovided in
Sec. 2 of Art. V of the constitution.

I therefore vote to overrule the Exe-
cutive Committee.

Comment on National Committee Motion
No. 92.

‘‘That communication be at once open-
ed with the Rand School of New York
Oity, with a view to transfering the data
and functions of the Information Depart-
ment to that institution.’*

_.RODRIGUEZ: The Information De-
partment is too valuable an asset to our
national movement to be transferred to an
institution outgide of the party organiza-
tion. f we are ever to- become a real
fighting machine of the working class,
on the political field in America, the In-
for i Department is, and will con-

Address all communications to The
Bocialist Party, 808 W. Madison St.,
Ohicago. Address all mail to depart-
ments and not to individuals. ake
;cmmmcol payable to the Socislist

arty.

Matter for publication in the of-
ficial columns of The American 80- -
cialist must be on file in the Na-
tional Office by the Monday preced- -
ing the date of issue.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.
National Referendum.
B{ Local Orange, Massachusetts.
“'That the National Executive Oommit-
tee be recalled, because of its failure to
support the National Secretary in the
Thompson-Korngold controversy, and _its
departure from Socialist principles ” in
holding secret seasions and plotting to hold
persons in position contrary to the best
interests of the party.’’
10 _members in good stsnding.
Published for seconds, Osct. 9, 1915,

National RBeferendum.

The initiation of the following referen-
dum has been tranaferred from the 20t
22nd and 20th Assembly District of New
York to Locsl New York: Y
‘‘Amend Section 4 of Artiele IX (COon-
ventions) by striking out, in the second
line, the word ‘‘three’’ and inserting
‘‘twa.’’ (Thereby making the number
of delegates to national conventions ‘‘two
hundred’’ instead of ‘‘three hundred.’’)
‘‘Amend Section 5 of Article IX by

allowance of $2.50 to cover expenses’’
and by striking out everything after the
words, ‘‘National Treasury.”’

This section would then read: ‘‘Rail-
road fare, - including tourist sleeper car-
fare of &elegutes‘nlng to and comin
from the conventions of the party shal
be {Md from the National Treasuyry.’’

Strike oui all of Section 6 of Article
IX, and substitute the following: *‘The
National Executive Committes is empower-
ed to levy an not to d 25
cents per member, to help defray the ex-
pense of the Convention.’

. Comment.

There is at present a feeling in some
quarters to do away altogether with a na-
tional convention in 1916. We believe
that this would be a grave mistake. The
most valuable funotion of a convention is
not merely to nominate candidates, nor
even to draft s platform. Much more im-
portant is the effect in bringing repres-
entatives together from all parts of the
country to consider the ocondition and
needs of the movement as a whole, em-
phasising the nation-wide character of
our party, and harmonizing divergent sec-
tional tendencies. ' Experience in . labor
organizations has abundantly proved that,
when conventions are abandoned or made
infrequent, either the unity or the de-
mocracy of the organization, or both, are
endangered.

We recognize, however, that the party
membership is not so large as was ex-
pected when the oconstitution was framed,
and that the hard times make it inadvis-
able to go to as large an expense as the
present provisions would involve.

By reducing the size of the convention
from three hundred to two hundred dele-
ates, and by outting out the per diem al-
owance, we can cut the whole cost to less
than half of what it would be under the
present groviuians of the constitution,
and yet have a good working convention.

We urge our comrades all over the
country to avoid going to extremes in
either direction, to sup?ort our proposal.
and defeat all proposals for abolishing
the 1916 convention.

SECONDS . TO REFBRENDUMS.
Received Since Last Publication.
BY GOODING, IDAHO: (Proposing an
smendment to the National Constitution
of the United States which will take the
power to declare war from the congress
and place it in the hands of the people
to be exercised by direct bsllot. First
gublished Aug. 21, 1915. Seconded by:
uy, New Mexico: No. 18, Sen Antonio,

Texas.

BY CINCINNATI, OHIO: (Proposing
that the 1916 National Convention be dis-
pensed with, and that the National Exe-
outive Committee draft platform for sub-
mission to the membership for referendum
vote. - First published Aug. 21, 1915,
Seconded by: Lithuanian Br., Lewiston,
Me.; Yeagertown, Pa.; Lithuanian Br,
Westville, Ill.; Westmoreland Go., Pa.;
Aberdeen, Wash.; Columbus, Kans.; Tam-
pa Br., Fla.; Greenville Br., Pa.; West-
moreland City, Pa.; Springdale,
Lawrence, -Kans.; Evergreen, La.; .Santa
Ana, Calif.; Heron, Mont.; Ana Cortes,
Wash.; Zenia, O.; No, 18, San Antonio,
Eeg{.: Finnish Br,, Ludlow, Vt.; Phoenix,
ris

BY TACOMA NO. 4, WASH.: (To
aBolish the Information Departinent of
the National Office. First ublished,
Sept. 11, 1915). Seconded b{: ew York
City, N. Y.; PFinnish Br., Ludlow, Vt.;
Finnish Br., Minneapolis, Minn.; Finnish
Br., Gardner. Mass.; No. 18 San Antonio,
Tex.; Fort Scott, Kans.

NATL. COMMITTEE BUSINESS.
Comment on National Committes Motion

No. 19.

QUERY: Shall the Executive Com-
mittee be sustained: (An appeal from.
the ruling! of the Executive Committee
that the Trish amendment proposing that
the National Oommittee recommend to the
membership the Beardslesy Mexican War
resolutions is out of order. The basis
upon which the appeal iz claimed .is that
under Sub-section (i, Section 1 of Art-
icle V' of the National Constitution, the
National Committee may recommend the
n}clliopgion of referendums by the member-
shin. ;

Since the submission’ of Motion No. 19,
similar motions have been received from

Allen of Pennsylvania and Clark - of
Idaho.
RAYMOND: Let the National Execu-

tive Committee be sustained. ' The use-
Jessness of a ‘‘recomend’’ is apparent.
Let the membership of the state of Maine
Ret down to business and_institute the
‘recommend’’ of Comrade Irish as a re-
ferendum, if it is desirable. and be done
with the fruitless waste of the funds of
the nerty in trving to do something the
constitution nrohibits the National Com-
mittee from doing.

McCORILLIS: The Beardslev resolu-

.| tions involve matters of great imonnrtance.

Thev are submitted in the alternative to
avoid mechanieal- voting by the member-
ship. It s clear that the National Com-

striking out the words ‘‘and the per diem | T

tinue to be, invaluable to the para. Let
us keep the department, even tho ®e can
afford but one employe to act as steno-
grapher, filing clerk and informant. I
vote ‘‘NO’’ on the motion to transfer,
RUTHENBERG: This proposal to give
away the valuable sources of information,
collected by the department at a cost of
thousands of dollars of the party's money
because of a temporary financial string-
ency, should be killed. The resources of
the Information Department should be
kept intact and continue to be available
to the party, even tho it be necessary to
reduce - the expenses of the department
for the present and continue the work on
s smaller scale, until the opportunity for
wider extension of the work comes again
with future proE‘reu of the party.
LATIMER: he Party has_spent sev-
eral thousand dollars on the Information
Department and all we have to show for
it is the library, and this will prove val-
usble in the: future as the party becomes
stronger, and has more elected officials.
Also, we are not likely to be so unfor-
tynate in our choice of a manager another
time and may secure someone more inter-
ested in party success than in private
axes to be ground. To siv_a the valuable
material already collected to some priv-
ate institution, however worthy, would be
s great mistake, as the sarty must, soon-
er or later, have such a department in the
National Office. .
GOEBEL: I yvote ‘‘NO’’ because I
consider this motion as sabotage on the
Socialist Party. All that is left to do
now is to hand over The American So-
cialist to some private paper, and the
handling of our finances to_the Illinois
rust ., on & percentage basis, Most
of those making motions about the Infor-
mation Department lack any real informa-
tion as to its work or cost and at the
Natlonal Committes meeting made no at-
tempt to find out, or voice opposition..
IRISH: As a department of the Na-
tional Office it is & constant and con-
siderable burden of expense and of no
immediate practical value. Transferred
to the Rand School, its activities could
be continued by the full time students as
research work, which is a part of their
regular course. It could be so arranged
that the title should remain with the par-
ty, the school simply acting as the custo-
dian of the data until such time as the
orgsnization again saw fit to revive the
department, when the original matter, or
copies, enriched by the new material col-
lected by the students, could again be
transtarred to the .National Office.
ZATTERFELD: Our National Office
should remain the center of Socialist Par-
ty .activity.
ing the Sociaslist movement was a Na-
tional Office function long before the In-
formation ‘‘Department’’ was established.
No need to abolish this function just be-
cause the department plan proved a cost-
ly failure. _Return to the old method.
Material and data have been_gathered at
great expense to the Party. Let them re-
main the Party’s property, in our National
Office where they are available to the
Rand School or sany other institution or
individual desiring to use them for re-
search work.

on Nationa
No. 28.

Proposing that the Executive Secretary
submit to the National Committee a list
of such employes as he considers neces-
sary for the pl‘og\?t conducting of the
business of the National Office, the
schedule to become operativé upon its ap-
proval by the committes. h

LATIMER: I vote ‘‘NO’' on this mo-
tion, as I do not believe that the Na-

o] t 1 C Motion

tional Committee is in & position and the |
| members are not well enough acquainted

with , the situation at the National Office
to act upon the detail and routine work.
This function is given to the Executive

‘Committee and if the National Committee

does not believe the present Executive
Committee qualified to act then the rem-
edy is not taking over their work but the
constitutional method of securing an-
other Executive Committee in whose charge
the National Committee is willing to leave
the routine work of managing the National
Office.

GOEBEL: 1 vote ‘‘NO'’ because the
National Committee haver not enough inti-
mate knowledge of the office needs to
vote int?ﬂligently on it, because it is pro-
perly the function of the National Fxe:
outive Committes, and because it would
defeat reotganizing the National Office
er results if the present National Secretary
were to determine what the number of em-
to determine what the number of em-
ployes should be, as will be the result if
this motion ecarries.

(Comment on Motion 24.)

WILLIAMS: I.vote ‘‘NO'’ on this be-
cause it seems fo me that this matter
should be settled NOW. The charges are
either true or false and nothing is to be
gained b¥ deferment. I am sure Com-
rade Lanfersiek would not ask the defer-
ment of such a charge.

(Comment on Motion No. 25.)

WILK: While it may appear undemo-
eratic to exclude party members from ses-
sions of the Party’s committees, vet the
practice of permitting ‘‘any member of
the party in good standing’' to the ses-
sions of any ‘‘special or regular commit-
tees, i. e. subcommittees,. is highly im-
practical. A committee in session, en-
aged in drafting a resolution or other
socument must be left to itself. Those
making exception to findings of a com-
mittee have ample recourse to rectify er-
rors of omissions. I have no objection to
‘‘open’’ meetings of the National or the
National Executive committees, but oppose
extending that rule to ‘‘special’’ sub-
committees for practical reasons.

ELECTION OF PARTY OFFICIALS,

MARYLAND: Karl Hartig, 1463 Andre
Street, Baltimore, has been elected State
Secretary to succeed C. W. Staub, re-
signed. ' )

ConlA miners have secured a mew
agreement in Australia in an arbi-

tration award, which providées for|

an increase in wages of 36 cents a
day and working time of eight hours
on the first five days of the week

‘and five and one half hours on Sat-

urday. Unskilled laborers will re-
ceive a minimum of $2.35 a day,
with the same hours as the miners.

Giving information regard--

.the hate of nations.

WORK AMONG WOMEN. — Hav-
ing lived through and taken active
part in all the changes played in
trying to adjust “Women,” in a par-
ty founded on principles which ack-
nowledge the perfect equality of the
sexes politically, and yet must work
with the machinery made for men
only, I have faithfully tried to do
such work as was given us to per-
form. L .
Now, our women of Minneapolis
have decided .to work along educa-
tional lines, until su
have the ballot. We still hold many
of our charter members — of seven
yvears standing. We are always rea-
dy-to help. the men, and the major-
ity of our members are Party mem-
bers, but we have adopted a new
Constitution.. in which membership
is offered to any woman wishing to
study the.theory of Socialism.

We also pledge ourselves to take
part in all practical work which we
decide will reaily be for the better-
ment of humanity from a Socialist
view point.

We have found the study of the
“Hlements of Sociallsm.” (Rand
School), which- we have nearly fin-
ished so interesting that we have
secured a room down town — hav-
ing hitherto met in the homes of
members — & very good plan in the
start as we are now so intimately
acquainted, we seem to be really Sis-
ters — and members of the Bro-
therhood of Man. Our work for
Suffrage with Suffrage women of
all beliefs was most interesting. We
found .the field for propaganda ready
ploughed for our seed — which we
have been most industriously plant-
ing for almost two years. Our So-
cialist Suffrage Club is affiliated
with the State Suffrage Association
— and the words “Socialist” and So-
cialism no longer have the effect of
a bomb in the meetings but we are
given a respectful hearing — which
I think is a great improvement over
apsolute silence. With the advent
of Woman Suffrage — the women
questions will disappear, excg}t we
may have to do considerable "educa-
tional work among Socialist men to
convince them of the perfect equal-
ity of men and women, artificially
made unequal by years of abject
slavery of women to men. I hope
women all over the land will be in-
duced to take up this kind of edu-
cational and propaganda work. —
ANNAH FINSTERBACH, Minnea-
polis, Minn.

EXCHANGE VALUE. — “Is ’éi-
change value the amount received
by the manufacturer for a commo-
dity, or is it the amocunt the con-

sumer pays?’ — H. A. Hedden, Pon- |

tiac, Mich.

Answer. — In Boudin’s “The The-
oretical System of Karl Marx,” we
find the following: “Exchange val-
ue, not being something intrinsical-
ly inherent in the commodity, hut
expressing merely a sacial relation
of production and distribution, may
at any time before its final realiza-
tion, when it ceases to be exchange
value, be adversely affected by some
social change. The exchange value
of a thing is the amount of labor
necessary for the reproduction, at

‘the time when it i{s needed, that is

to say, when it reaches the consum-
er, Before it has reached the” con-
sumer its exchange value is always
liable to change. In all these trans-
actions its exchange value, as the
same expresses itself In the price
which it fetches, is estimated upon
the basis of its exchange value when
it finally reaches its economic
goal.” . -

FROM ENGLAND. — On the out-
gkirts of London, where I write on
a Sunday morning, the bright gar-
dens and the distant green fields
and hills (near Harrow, where Lord
Byron went to school) give no hint
of the smoke and fury of war, and
All thru the
thirteen months of the great Euro-
pean conflict, Britain has known
this singular peace within, tho oc-
casional raids upon its shores, and
the visits of Zeppelins have produced
momentary disturbances. Britain
as the most maritime country on
earth, hears the news of vessels sunk
by German submarines in much the¢'
same temper as it hears of vessels
sunk Iin storms. Even the deaths
caused by Zeppelins take rank with
the accidents of ordinar;  times. In-
deed, the railroad disaster in which
many young soldiers were killed
moved us more deeply than the
deaths caused by foreign air-ships.
I think it is true to say that, under-
neath this exterior calm, the Brit-
ish resolution to pursue the war has
very much strengthened. The com-
mon people do not, like Grey and
Bethmann-Hollweg, discuss official
documents, and things said years
ago. They simply judge by deeds.
They say to themselves and to one
another, — “Here is Be!gium over-
run by strangers; here is France
suffering; the German originated the

IS HE CRAZY?

The owner of a large plantation
M Mississippl, where the fine figs
grow, is giving away a few five-
acre fruit tracts. The only condi-
tion is that figs be planted. The
owner wants enough figs raised to
supply a co-operative canning fact-
ory. You can secure five acres and
an interest in the canning factory by
writmg the Eubank Farms Compa-
ny, 664 Keystone, Pittsburgh, Pa.
They will plant and care for your
trees for $6 per month. Your profit
should be $1,000. per year.
think this ‘man is crazy for giving

'away such valuable land, but there

may be method in his madness.

Letters from “American Socialist” Readers

time as we.

Some.

methods of slaying non-combatants
on land and water; and we under-
stand all this, even if we do not un-
derstand -the lawyer-talk of Secre-
taries of State.” As a marxian So-
cialist, I am perfectly well aware of
the position adopted by certain cgs-
mopolitan comrades who say that,
under capitalism,it does not matter
what country one is exploited. in,
and that patriotiam is a bourgeols
delusion. I bave two comments to
make. One is that, as a matter of

fact, the proletariat of Britain, —

miners, railroad men, weavers, farm
hands, and all the rest, — grip the
ideal of country and motherland,
and, poor as they are, willingly co-
operate in defense against military
danger. The other comment is that
the events of the last year have
shown that in practice (and theory
can hang itselt) the European So-
cialists retain with determination
the habits and. aspirations asso-
clated with the countries of their
birth and education, and I am of the
opinion that these facts indicate the
future line of Socialist evolution.
The gradual elimination of tRe cap-
italists -and private trusts and
franchiges will most efficiently pro-
ceed along national roads — the

British developing one way, the
Americans another, the Germans
another, and so on. The object of

the International should be, not to
bring about one simultaneous up-
heaval against capitalism, but to
keep all the National Socialists in
sympathetic touch and alliance. —
FREDERIC J. GOULD, London, Eng-
land.

WHY A CONVENTION AT ALL
IN 19167 — In all seriousness I ask
the question and beg t" e member-
ship to give it earnest considera-
tion. Their decision and subsequent
action spells the difference between
the financial salvation or ruin of
the party organization.

What i1l be the functions of this
Convention, if *held? Our candi-
dates- for president and vice presi-
dent must be nominated and elected
by referendum of the membership.
In the future we elect our executive
officers in a like manner.

Remains, then, the drafting of our
national pla{torm, probable revision
of the constitution and the adoption
of the usual number of resolutions.
Nothing more, apart from the ora-
torical flights and almost endless
bickering over contested points, in-
evitable to all similar gatherings.
Nothing else, for there i8 nothing
else.

What will be the method employed
in the formation of a platform, revi-
slon of the constitution and adop-
tion of resolutions? Various com-
mittees will be appointed, whose re-
commendations, after perhaps days
of heated discussion, will be adopt-
ed or rejected by the Convention.

After the Convention has per-
formed its work and adjourned, we
shall still be exactly where we were
before it convened, since every act
of that body must be submitted to
refé;'1 ndtim of the membership for
ratilicatlon before becoming . oper-
ative, -,

Since, then, the Convention, as a
body, can perform no function which
could not with equal propriety and
intelligence be transacted by com-
mittees appointed directly by the
membership and reporting directly
to the membership, and since in any
case, the Convention itself must re-
fer its doings back to the member-
ship for final approval and ratifi-
cation, is-there any reason on
earth why we should call together
a delegate body at a probable ex-
pense of $265,000, merely to elect
these committees and set the sedl
of their approval on their findings?
Why not dispense with the Conven-
tion entirely, elect the committees
ourselves and keep the money for
campaign purposes?

Your Executive Committee and
National Committee are alike power-
less to act. Bound by constitutional
limitations they are unable to offer
the relief which common sense and
our financial condition alike suggest
and demand.

.The membership alone, thru the
initiative and referendum, hold the
master key to the situation. As one
who is in a position to realize the
issues involved, I urge you to take
action at once to relieve the organi-
zation from an impossible situation
and intolerable burden.

Yote to suspend. the operation of
Article IX of our Natiomal Consti-
tution for the year 1916! — FRED
E. IRISH, National Committeeman
State of Maige. — NOTE: Social-
ist papers generally are asked to
copy verbatim.

THE VIEW POINT IN “SOME
QUESTIONS.” — The article “Some
Questions,” in The American So-
cialist of Sept. 25, shows the view-
point of Comrade (or Brother) Groh,
and so explains his direful forebod-
ings. ’

His government is a class govern-
ment.

His government officials are “a
committee of the capitalist class,”
-— not in the service of the people.

He sees conditions full of in-
centives for making “corrupt gov-
ernments.”

His government has not ceased to
“give and sustain all ‘harmful mon-
opolies.” .

His “government ownership” is
not extended to all the capital which
would otherwise be used in the
tyrannical exploitation of the work-
ers.

He sees “unjust confiscation” as
the method of government owner-

ship.
No doubt he considers taxation to
be just. At what point does the tax.

rate become unjust? Writing about
taxation, Pope Leo XIII in his
encyclical of 1891 declared that the
state had the right to control.priv-
ate property “in the interest of pub-
lic good alone, but by no means to
absorb it altogether.” The Sacial-
ist party, in its platform of 1912,
advocated taxation as a method of
gecuring the means for purchasing
industries. However, those who re-
‘ceived this money could not get “the

same income as at present,” unless

some workers were willing to’' be ex-
ploited, when they had the opportu-

nity to get “the full net equivalent|

of their product” National ‘Office

will turnish full information on re-

1?duesxt. — NELS WESTON, “Bywild,”
ass,

FEW SUGGESTIONS, — I offer
herewith a few suggestions as to
what is the matter, with the Social-
ist movement:

We must emphasize the need of
intensive work on the part of our
members. We have been emphasiz-
ing the influence of economic and
material forces on soclety to such
an extent that individual responsi-
bility seems to be getting lost sight
of. Without realizing it, the com-
rades are getting into the habit of
thinking that they individually can-
not do anything, that circumstances
are against them, that it is a fore-
gone conclusion that to advocate so-
clalism means to incur the illwill of
one’'s employer or to lose patronage
in business.

Comrades, we must get out of
this way of thinking; we must each
take up a specific line of work that
we are best adapted to, and «on-
centrate on that task; some have
abundant faith to take chances on a
business proposition; some have or-
ganizing ability to keep the propo-
sition on a sound basis; others are
poor organizers but splendid agi-
tators; others con do their best work
along constructive educational lines;
let each member gravitate into the
work he can do the best and make
a caref study of his particular
work, dé'™loping his own system
and applyn & it vigorously.

We must broaden out in our view-
point. Fundamentally, of course,
economic determinism is the prime
factor of the social revolution, but,
let us not minimize the value of
other evolutionary forces, not dir-
ectly economic. Socialists have dev-
eloped a hide-bound orthodoxy that
regards a person of any kind of
charactersa bona fide Socialist if
he belongs to the organization and
pays dues, while a thoughtful, pure-
minded preacher may be regarded as
a hypocrite and a traitor to human-
ity because he does not belong to
the party, and subsidize his church
to the socialist propaganda. I have
listened time after time to a preach-
er, who, while not an avowed So-
clalist, nevertheless gives the sub-
ject frequent and fair consideration
in his public discourses and is gra-
dually planting the seeds of intelli-
gent revolution in the minds of a
naturally conservative class of peo-
ple. I venture the assertion that
his work is a greater force in the
evolution of social thought than the
mouthings of a thousand party mem-
bers of another type.

Let™ us exercise all. due caution
against any forces that would work
into the organization .to its under-
mining, but let us on the other hand,
show the broadest spirit of coopera-
tion with those who, while not yet
willing to allign themselves with
us, are nevertheless working to the
same end. — HERVE K. FISKE,
Utica, N. Y.

BY THE EDITOR. — Adam Muel-
ler, Dubuque, lowa, writes in for
an -opinion on the question, “Jf a
local votes down a proposition to
engage & certain Socialist for a lec-
ture, has a member the right to en-
gage the same man for a lecture if
he is willing to pay the bill.” He
wanted the answer published fn The
American Socialist. National Secre-
tary Lanfersiek prepared an opinion
as follows:

“Depends on the reason for not
employing the speaker. If there is
no objection to the speaker or his
viewpoint, I see no reason why a
member should not engage him, or
if the local declines to take him for
financial reasons.

“If the speaker is objectionable
because of what he says, in other
words, if his message is not the cor-
rect Socialist message, then an in-
dividual member should not fly in
the face of the local by engaging
him. There should be some loyalty
shown by members to the decisions
of the local.”

TO0 THE MEMBERS OF THE S0-
CIALIST PARTY. — As the time is
approaching, when in conformity
with the party constitution, we are
to nominate the Socialist candi-
dates for the offices of President
and Vice-president of the United
States, to be voted through a refer-
endum of the Party, the Seventh
Ward Branch of Cook County (Chi-
cago) Local of the Socialist Party,
desires to call your attention to a
candidate who we think is fitted to
carry the banner of the party. In
doing this, we have no desire to
minimize the virtues and qualifica-
tions of any of the other comrades
who may be named, and whoever
shall receive the nomination, we
pledge our whole-hearted support.

We desire to call your attention
to Comrade SEYMOUR STEDMAN.,
He has been a faithful and active
member of the Party since its
birth; he was a member of the Exe-
cutive Board of the Social . Demo-
cratic Party prior to that. He
sprang from the working-class,
working as a messenger boy in his
youth and by his energy he has be-
come a lawyer of recognized stand-
ing. He was elected to the Illinois
Legislature, and was recognizgd
even by the capitalist press as t
ablest speaker in that body. He was
the Socialist candidate for mayor of
the city of Chicago in April, 1915,
As a speaker, we doubt if his equal
can be found in this country. He is
about the middle of the forties and
of splendid presence and thoroly
equipped mentally, with a thoro
knowledge of Soclology.

Should the votes of the Party

bearer, we can challenge the capital-
ist Parties to “MATCH . HIM.,” -
COMMITTEE, Seventh Ward Branch
of Cook County Soclalist Party.

ABOLISHING THE CONVEN.
TION. — I notice that most of the
comment on the motion to do away
with the national convention is in
favor of not having a convention.
The main objection is to save ex-
| penses ands that the work can be
done by a committee, and that we
had better save the money and spend

it for literature. 1 will say tl'.t_a.tit_

L

American Socialist
LECTURE -BUREAU

RALPH KORNGOLD, Manager

nominate him to be our standard:

BEST REPORTS THIS WEEK FROM LOCALS.

Local Hiteman, Ia., makes an initial payment of $50.

They inform

us that they have sold all of the tickets, and tell us the comrades of
Local Hiteman kndw just how to make a success out of the course.

Again we hear from A. N. Lakin,

Ind., who informs us that the money

is all collected. Everything is in readiness for the meetings; the hall is

arranged for; music engaged; etc.
There is no reason why the Lecture

All they lack now is the speakers.’
Course should be more of a success.

in State Line than elsewhere. Conditions are worse there than elsewhere -
no local having been organized. Why then should we receive glowing re-
ports from State Line when many a local has been silent? It i8 because
there is a real live comrade there who has been hustling to make a suc-

cess of the course.

‘Wake up, locals and get out your live men.

the party is so poor that it can’t
hold a national convention, where
the delegates from the various
states can get together and consuli
and get acquainted, we are in a
much worse condition that I like to
admit. We can’t beat capitalism
with a still hunt, we must have our
big gathering to attract the-atten-
tion of the people and to stimulate
the weak ones. This argument was
brought against us when we or-
ganized the Southwestern Oklahoma
Encampment Association. But we
have had three successful years,
holding from 30 to 36 encampments
in an area of about 50 miles square.
These encampments cost at each
place from $200 to $500. But the
opportunity it affords the comrades
from different localities to get ac-
quainted and exchange views, to-
gether with the great crowds, has
just paralyzed the opposition, and
at the last election we elected five
members of the state legislature and
one state senator, in-addition to var-
jous county officers, all from this
district. This has fully repaid us
for all that we have spent. In Okla-
homa where we have peonage, more
than one-half of our farmers being
renters, we are going to have the
biggest state convention we have
ever held. We are going to give a
demonstration that the plutes will
long remember. Down with the mo-
tion! Let us boost for a big na-
tional convention. Let us show to
the world that we are on the map.
If we can’tspay the ‘expenses of a
national meeting out of the five
cents paid the national office, we
had better qut the dues down and
confine our work to the state or-
ganizations. — H. H. STALLARD,
Snyder, Okla.

MONTANA FINDS ANTICS OF
SUFFRAGE FOES AMUSING.
By Martha Edgerton -Plassmann.

“Equal suffrage has already be-
come so familiar here—and so nat-
ural—that it is amusing to pick up
eastern papers and read the same
old arguments that were shot at us
a year ago.”

The foregoing editorial item from
a local paper is a concise statement
of the general attitude towards
equal suffrage In the fortunate
states where it 18 an accomplished
fact. It-'is no longer questionable
but “natural,’’—just the next step on
the way to a higher civilization.

Montana women have for many
years exercised partial suffrage;
they voted at school elections and
as property owners had a voice on
some questions relating to taxation,
and the anti-suffragists availed them-
selves of the privilege of the bal-
lot quite as freely as their suffrage
gsisters. They, the “anti’s,” conceded
that it was right for women to have
opinions on some subjects — and
express them — but to say how,
and by whom we should be govern-
ed would hopelessly unsex them.
Now that the women of our state
have undertaken wha. Professor E.

‘A. Ward styles the “larger house-

keeping,” these same women op-
ponents of suffrage are entering
upon their new duties in the spirit
of thoroughness that characterizes
the sex.

It is too early to note the effect
of the women’s vote on the political
situation here, but the recently en-
franchised are striving to inform
themselves on important public
questions. The Good Government
League — an organization of wo-
men growing out of the  Suffrage
clubs — invites speakers represent-
ing all political parties to address
them, and this furnishes an excel-
lent opportunity for Socialist pro-
paganda, Comrade Lewis J. Duncan
presented our movement to such a
meeting here in Missoule. It was a
masterly address and at its con-
clusion & woman was heard to re-
mark, “I never knew before that
Socialism was like that.” Not hav-
ing strong party affiliations, women
are likely to cast their votes for the
candidates that champion the com-
mon good. Like the woman quoted
they will recognize the truth despite
the label and, once convinced, are
certain to use their influence for
the betterment of social conditions.

TO TRY AGAIN FOR BALLOT IN
SOUTH DAKOTA IN 1916.

By Olive C. Atwood.

Woman Suffrage was defeated in
South Dakota in 1898 by 3,285 votes;
in 1910 by 22,419, and again in 1914
by 11,914. The subject comes be-
fore the people again in 1916 with
strong prospects of success. The
first vote was light, the next two
about full strength and with half
the adverse vote last time, we ex-
pect to win this time. Mozge than
half the Soclalist locals here have
women members, and where they
once take hold, finds a successful
local. But we make no attempt to
work separately in any way or to
carry on any special propaganda for
equality of suffrage. We always do
carry on such education in connec-
tion with other work, believing that,
‘being a human being, woman is en-
titled to all the' rights, privileges
and immunities of human beings.
This state has a.very fair mothers’
pension law that came without much
agitation and the great majority of
our more intelligent and influential
citizens favor equal suifrage, the

opposition coming from the class
that produced the foreign-born vot-
er who had little education but mar-
ried a smart wife who taught him
to read English, and even how to
take out his naturalization papers,
when he had failed once, but he was
shocked at the idea of her voting,
for she did not know enough!  We
have quite a few such in South Da-
kota, but they grow fewer.

OLE SAYS HE IS OPPOSED TO
EQUAL SUFFRAGE.

Dear Mister Bditer: I got yure'
letter., I been born in Halingdal
and not having education but I
coming to America bout tventy year
ago and I marry skool teecher, 8o
I learn some. Jes, I ban a voter
now, but ven I try to get papers:
for citizen first time, they not let-.
ting me have them. My vife teech
me how to anser and next time i’
get papers and I vote now. I ban’
farmer and I vork many hours hard
and my vife knowing best how to.
keep accounts and books, so we
kno if we making money and some-
times she telling me what to do bet-
ter than I know. I talling yu I got -
mitey smart wife but when yu ask-
ing me to vote to let women vote,
yu asking too much. WIMMEN
DON'T KNO ENUF TO WOTH. —
Respekfully Yures, OLE K. FIN-
GARSON.

AMONG BOOKS

“The Law of Biogenesis.” J. Ho-

ward Moore. Charles H. Kerr &
Co., Chicago. 128 pp.
Some chapters in  biological

sclence dealing with the origin of
human nature, Professor Moore has
shown how the law of biogenesis
prevails not only in organisms, in-
cluding the human body, but in the

mind as well; héw the individual in
his experiences repeats the history
of the human race — -repeats it
sketchily perhaps, biit, nevertheless,
in outline wonderfully. plaia. -.:
. The author’s conclusion has these
final words: : T

“Some ane has said thai 9 b
man heart is the gladiatorial meet-
ing place of gods and beasts — the
beasts representing the %lde_r -aRd:
baser elements of our natufds:iud
the gods representing the later and
higher elements, such as. reason,
sympathy and altruism. It is our
duty as civilized beings to promote
the divine and put down the animal
in our natures. This is character-
culture.” ’

“The Shoes of Happinéss  and
Other Poems.” By HEdwin ark-
ham. Doubleday, Page & Co., pub-
lishers. Cloth, 192 pp. Net, $1.20.

It 8 twelve years since Edwin
Markham published his last collec-
tion of poems, “Lincoln and Other
Poémsg,” and fifteen years since
“The Man With the Hoe” was. writ-
ten. It is welcome news to lovers
of Markham'’s poetry to learn that
a new collection, entitled “The
Shoes of Happiness,” is brought out.
The collection consists of many of
Mr. Markham's contributions to
magazines in recent years, preceded
by a somewhat longer work from
which the book draws its title.

“Exodus From Poverty, or The
Other Economics.” Amos Norton
Craft, D. D.,, Ph. D, The Economic
Publishing Co., Bridgeport, Cona.
254 pp. $2.00 by mail. R

A book of rather confusing gem-
eralities, contaihing many good
ideas and some very poor ones. The
author’s criticism of socialism. shows
that he has a very partial and in-
accurate idea of it. While accept-
ing it in a way he rejects. . -

One of his criticisms, for exam-
ple, is as follows: ’

“Socialism as advocated at pges-
ent 13 not another system of econ-
omics. It suggests nothing, more
or less, than another attempt to
readjust to the primitive , ‘root-
principle’ of grasping. There. could
be no other system of economics
unless that system be an adjustment
to the opposite principle — that ot

Lgiving.

giving, is the vision which social-
ism needs. Without this vision there
is no hope for socialism, or for the.
S————————— —————
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GREAT WAR COUNCIL.

A great war council has been held
by the leaders of the “On” army.

General “Jimmy Higgins® of the
Higgine® brigade presided. There
were also present the commanders
of the Lecture Course Brigade, of
the Volunteer Regiments, of the
“Mustler” Brigade and of the Booster
Brigade. It was agreed by the var-

ious generals that their commands
somehow had not shown the usual
form during the last few months.
General Higgins speaking for the
“Jimmy Higgins” brigade said that
as far as bis command was con-
cerned they were heartily ashamed
of themselves. They promised to do

better.

The “Hustler” Brigade upon whom
the greatest reliance is being placed
was going to pull itself together ac-
cording to their chief.

The Lecture Course brigade is on
the march but has been delayed.
Their commander promised that
they would be in the trenches in
another week.

A spirit of enthusiasm and optim-
ism prevailed at the meeting. Plans
were made for the “big drive” that
would smash the “0ff” lines de-
cisively. Something important is
bound to happen within the next
few weeks.

ROLL OF HONOR

W, CURD, Louisiana, informs us that
he has started a little business of his
own. He has & table in his shop with
nothing but Socialist literature on it. You
will find The American Socialist .always
on hand.

Four workers in Erie, Pa., want The
American  Socialist. Their names go on
our list for 40 weeks.

ALVIN J. WILBER, Oalifornia, lines
up four Henry Dubbs and requests that
we send The American Soclalist to them
every week.

‘I am making these people (16 in all)
& present of the best paper published.’’
Kate Haydon, Pa. For her trouble she
gets one of our NOVELTY XKNIVES, the
premium that is proving most popular at
present,

J. D. KNOWLTON, Ohio, brings in a
half-dozen to join the firing line.

‘“The American Socialist is  without
doubt the best Socialist weekly newspa-
per that has yet been published in this
country. The publication of objections to
Socialism from famous men in the 1last
number is of great value and was cer-
tainly a splendid idea.’’ J. G. EVERT,
Kansas. -

ROBERT H. MILLER represents his
community with a list of 11 comrades, all
from Indiana.

“ } proud to say that I am a subt
m:x-iheip The American Socialist and

et @ a povelty knife in my pocket
when I hear Comrade Eugene V. Debs
on Oct. 30th, so here are the names?”’
R. L. EDMONSON, Kentucky.

G. G. COUSINS, California, and PAUL
MINARIK, Pennsylvania, ask to be en-
rolled on our list for four years.

““I don’t want to be counted with the
‘Offs’ so hore is my 50 cents for a year’s
subscription.’’—SAl RHODES, Missouri,

B. B. BAUER, Ohio, wishes us unbound-
ed success as he enterc a list of names
on our American Socialist file.

With many greetings A. STRAUCH,
Oregon, joins our army. He informs us
that he does not like to miss a single
issue of The American Socialist. .

Don’t forget to send in the {ellow ex-
piration slip. We received a big bunch
this week which proves that our subscrib-
ers are well pleased with our paper.

JOHN GRASS, New Jersey, wins one
of our attractive pennants for his list of
seven this week.

I, V. YINGST, Wisconsin, is rewarded
with our Novelty Knife for Wis efforts.
He orders 8 cards and sends us the
names of 8 comrades.

IRVING B, RACKMAN, New York Oity,
enthusiastically writes: ‘‘Having  seen
the knife you sent to D. Granditer, I
have made up my mind to get one my-
self. It is not so much the knife as i,
{s a memorable compliment of our news-
paper for services rendered. I am taking
no chances in sendmg you $4. I WILL
SELL EVERY SUB-CARD. The invest-
ment is safe, the result is satisfying mak-
ing a larger circulation and creating a
powerful voice for Socialism in.our coun-
try. I was short of money and could not
do it before but it is never too late for
our work.'’

‘‘Here is a list of 16 subs, — all but
two belong to the numerous Henry Dubb
family.’'-—FRED N. HALE, Illinois.

SOME OF OUR PREMIUMS FOR LISTS
OF SUBSORIBERS.

OUR NOVELTY KNIFE for a club of
168 subscribers at 25 cents each. A
BEAUTIFUL SOCIALIST PENNANT for
a club of 6 subscribers at 25 cents each.

YOU OAN GET THE XNIFE AND
PENNANT BY SENDING IN A CLUB OF
20 SUBSCRIBERS.

The above are premiums that are prov-
ing most popular with our comrades. Write
for a SUBSCRIPTION BLANK and dur-
ing @our spare time solicit for subscrip-
tions and you will be surprised how many
you will get with but little effort. -

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has gone
to Colorado. With the price of gas-
oline five cents higher than it was
last week John D., Jr., can afford to
travel a bit.

WORLD PEACE!

BY MAN-KILLING OR
MAN-SAVING METHODS

By WILLIAM E. CLARK

F TWO citizens should not
kill each other of their own’
volition, why should their po-
litical office holders order them
to do so? If 1t is wrong for

you and me to kill each other,
how can it be right for an en-
tire nation, or two.entire na-
tions to help us kill each other?

Is there, however, a real dif-
ference between the two kinds
of man-killing which civilized
people can accept, or is it an
imaginary difference that is due
to an unwise education?

You will remember that it
was customary at one time for
individuals to settle their own
disputes, even to the extent of
using violence. By and by the
community took that privilege
away from individuals, making
man-killing a public function.
In doing so, the community
said in effect: When a man

commits murder, it is wrong
for the nearest of kin to avenge that
act; the entire community must
take a hand in killing the murderer.
That is the essence of the law of
capital punishment. When any state
enforces a capital punishment law,
no intelligent citizen of the state
can escape the responsibility of
helping to strangle, shoot or burn
a human being to death.

Difference In Killing.

The chief difference hetween the
killing of Frank in Georgla and
Becker in New York was that Frank
was killed secretly by a band of
men who knew they had the tacit
approval of two or three hundred
thousand people, while Becker was
killed publicly by a band of men
who were carrying out the wishes
of nine million people.

The officers of the law doubtless
acted wisely in preventing Mrs.
Becker from putting a plate on her
husband’s coffin accusing Governor
Whitman of murder. But no clear
thinking person will deny the fact
that the entire population of New
York, including Governor Whitman,
have already dipped their hands in
the blood of five men just hecause
one gambler was killed by a fellow
crook. By virtue of a state law, all
the ordinarily good people of the
state have stooped to the level of
cold blooded man-killing.

Please observe that I did not say
“murder.” I said “man-killing;”
and that is introduced here because
it will help us understand how reli-
gious and normally good men may
go to war and kill their fellowmen.
It will also suggest the way by
which humanity shall be able to
overcome the artificially prolonged
habit of international war. Sup-
pose 1 had given this address a sub-
ject which read:

“Come, Let us Kill our Fellow-
men!”

Then suppose a sub-title had read:
“The speaker will show the neces-
sity of killing men. He will also
explain some of the newest and
most scientific methods of killing
men in large number quickly. He
will urge his hearers to enlist under
his banner; to join an army he is
raising to kill the first man or set
of men who cross their path!?

Sugar Coated Murder.

No; since drug manufacturers
discovered a way of sugar coating
bitter medicines, such a straight for-
ward announcement would not be
tolerated. And yet armies are or-
ganized to do that very thing. In
spite of the glowing advertisements
that cover bill boards asking young
men to join the army, “get an edu-
cation, see the world, lead a real
man’s life, earn good pay at conge-
nial employment, etc.” those boys
are wanted for the :-ole and only
purpose of being used to kill the
first man or set of men who cross
their path, or rather the path of the
politicians who happen to be in of-
fice when some dispute arises which
they haven’t the intelligence to set-
tle by intellectual processes.

And every regiment of soldiers
has an ordained minister of some
religion as an organic part of that
regiment. So you see it was not a
figure of speech when reference was
made to man-savers and man-killers
coming down the centuries arm in
arm. Thruout the ages, they have
heen part and parcel of each other.
And as contradictory as it may seem,
some of the best men who ever lived
have served as chaplains In the
army. Some have shouldered guns
and deliberately killed their fellow-
men.

War cannot hope to do away with
war, therefore, by saying that those
who engage in war are bad. The

v

present European war did not spring
from a vicious or wicked heart. -
With all due respect to the per-
sonality of some very: prominent
men, let me say that those men
have been improperly trained who
think they can settle disputes be-

tween nations by the sword. Men |

who think world peace can be main-
talned by the sword, are pitiably
ignorant of both world history and
human nature. .o

War Breeds More War.

‘The history of mankind has been
a record of wars and preparation
for wars. One war has sown the
seeds of hate, of which the harvest
has always been another war. ' Sol-
diers returned from past wats im-
plant their oft-told tales of killing

in the minds of their children and.

children’s children: Babies are
permitted to strut around with toy
swords. and guns. Young men are
trained to become soldlers. Young
women necessarily love those young.
They marry, rear children with war
talk and war preparation going on

all over the world. Politicians talk:

of past wars and urge future wars
to settle disputes between their
country and .other countries. Thus,
thruout history, the passing gene-
ration has taught war to the grow-
ing generation, with the result that
there have been wars and rumors
of wars almost continuously in some
part of the world.

Not because men are bad, do these
wars come; but because they -are
led by ignorant men who follow the
old barbaric notion of trying to
answer jintellectual questions with
a club. Soldiers have fought like
fiends on battle fields and then died
of homesickness, brought on by
longing for the sight of loved omnes,
for whose protection politicians had
blunderingly dragged them into
war.

You will recall the German Lieut-
enant (Weddingen, I think was the
name), who went straight from the
scene of his marriage, with the mem-
ory of his bride’s kiss upon his
cheeks, on that fatal errand for
1133 British seamen whom he sent
to the bottom of the North Sea. And
then he returned for the loving ap-
plaudits of that wife and his coun-
try. Applaudits for what? For sink-
ing some battle ships and killing
1133 of his fellowmen. And all
Germany rejoiced that such a large
number of the “enemy” had been
killed. '

Please keep the fact in mind that
the blood of all the slain in war
rests upon every citizen of the coun-
tries that are responsible for the
war. Not a single citizen can wash
that blood stain from his soul so
long as he willingly lets his country
follow the business of war as a
means of adjusting international dis-
putes. And the fact that all coun-
tries rejoice over the defeat of an
enemy shows that, in spirit, all the
people are with their soldiers when
they maim and kill soldiers of the
enemy.

Honor Stlccessful Killers.

Successful man-killers have been
so universally honored that no well
informed person will think of deny-
ing the fact that when a country is
at war, all its people are engaged
in the ghastly work of killing their
fellowmen.

Our own General Frederick Fun-
ston rose to prominence because of
his’ success as a man-killer during
the trouble with Spain in 1898. And
Richard Plerson Hobson was pub-
licly kissed by the women of Amer-
ica from Maine to California be-
cause he had performed a daring
act as a man-killer in that same
war. :

Those cases, taken at random
from thousands that might be cited,
will suffice to show that when a
nation is at war, all of its people
are killers of their fellowmen. That
fact must be made clear in order to
do away with war. In their calm
moments, the great majority of man-
kind abhor the business of war, and
will do everything in their power to
make it impossible when they are
shown that in war, the blood of
their neighbors is being spilled by
their own hands; and all for no last-
ing purpose.

Therefore, it is the duty of those

‘| who belleve in answering questions

instead of killing the questioners to
make these facts known; and if any-
one doubts the urgent need of doing
go, let him take one glance at the
history of wars.

Since Constantinople became the |

first distinctively Christian city,
1586 years have passed. Not count-
ing the numerous wars before the
year 330, nor counting the wars in
Asia, nor the numerous race riots,
Christian, Jewish and Pagan mas-
sacres; not counting the numerous
and uncalled for Indian wars in
America, nor the almost continuous
uprising in South America and Mex-
ico; just counting the most prom-
inent wars of Europe and America,

‘to hire prominen

with a sub head reading:

a book entitied “fhe Struggles of the
Nations” has enumerated 442, up
to the ‘'year 1891. Since then, there
have . heen more than enough to
bring the number up to 450, varying
in length from seven weeks to 143
years, making a total of not less
than 1125 of the last 1585 years of
the Christian era devoted to the
business of war, while the remain-
ing 460 years were devoted to pre-
parations for war. -

Warriors hav
. - preachers
teachérs to serve as apologists for
the business of . Not long ago,
some preachers in'La Crosse, Wis-
consin, declined to take part in a
Peace Sunday on the plea that it
was -not in their line. Not in their
line to urge people to follow the
Prince of Peace!

Just now, militarists are filling the
press with pictures of college presi-
dents, mayor of cities, prominent
business men and others who have
joined military training camps to

| prepare themselves to serve as of-

ficers in .volunteer armies of some
future war. And but for this keep-
ing alive of the military spirit by
continwally instilling it into the

‘minds of the growing generation, the

so-called common people, being en-
gaged in Industry and commerce,
would become such practical fol-
lowers of the Prince of Peace that
they would actually be unfitted for
the business of slaying their fellow-
meén.

That is why militarists are at
work agitating for a larger army.
Politicians deal in public sentiment
as a merchant deals in merchandise.
That is as true of Russia, as of
America, The statement of the Rus-
sian minister of war that it was his
“gettled purpose to do everything
in his power to work in harmony
with the duma and public opinion”
should convince any man or woman
of a sound mind that so long as war
makers, and makers of war mater-
ials dominate the press and the edu-
cational institutions of the world,
public opinion will frequently favor
war.

‘Wae all think and talk as we have
been taught. If a man is taught
war, he will talk war. If a nation
thinks in terms of war, it will talk
war and, sooner or later, it will
have war, and that war will make
another war necessary. '

There 1is nothing new in the
statement that ‘“War tends to mul-
tiply and perpetuate itself without
end. The successful nation, flushed
by victory. pants for new laurels:
while the humbled nation, irritated
by defeat, is impatient to redecm its
honor and repair its losses... Peace
becomes a truce, a feverish repose,
a respite to sharpen anew the
sword, and to prepare for future
struggles.”

Those words of Chaunning, written
during the last century, would serve
as an introduction to a history of
the present’ war between Germany
and France. The German empire
was born midst the roar of cannon
which meant the humiliatjon of
France. And during all the inter-
vening years, Germany has coﬁ;in-

ued to add to her military strength

in order to hold by force what sthe
had gotten by force. Also during
all those years, France has been
adding to her military strength in
order to regain” by force what had
been taken away from her by force.

Going back to the quotation:
“Nations exasperated by mutuval in-
juries, burn for each other’s humi-
llation amd ruin. They delight to
hear that famine, pestilence. want,
defeat, are desolating a hostile com-
munity. The slaughter of thousands,
instead of- awaking pity, flushes
them with delirious joy, illuminates
the city and dissolves the whole
country in revelry and riot. Thus
the heart of a man is hardened. His
worst passions are nourished. He
renounces the bonds and sympa-
thies of humanity.”

If you think the last part of that
quotation is too severe. recall some
recent newspaper headlines about
different cities in Europe rejoicing
over the defeat of an enemy. Here
is just one: “Warsaws falls, Berlin
wild with joy!”

Here are two headlines taken from

two American newspapers. nphlished

May 2. 1898. One reads: “HIP. HIP
HURRAH!!” in three inch letters
spreading clear across the page,
“Dewey
annihilated Spanish fleet.”

Another, in equally large letters,
reads: “We fixed them plenty.
Greatest naval battle in many years.
400 Spaniards killed.”

Pulpit War Thoughts.

And here are two sentences from
sermons preached in American pul-

pits during the first month of our

war with Spain:

One preacher szid: “I am not
saying the United States could not
whip the world; I believe they could,
if a righteous cause called for it.”

The other was referring to Spain’s
futile effort to locate her - Asiastic
fleet, and seid: “If Spain wants to

-find her Asiatic fleet, she will have

| from week to week, the developmeni of

to go with McGinty to the bottom of
the sea.” :

The horror of killing men never
seems to enter the heads of people
when their country is at war, The
explanation of that is found in the
fact that man-killers do not reason;
they kill. When we were at war
with Snain, all America laughed at
the heartless prophecy of “Fighting
Bob” Evans that, © “Spanish would
soon be the only language spoken in
hell.” And the American battle
cry: “Remember the Maine; to hell
with Spain,” emblazened . on ban-
ners, decorated train after train of
volunteers as they sped across the
;:oumry toward Cuba .or the Philip-
nes.” S

I mention these instead of refer-
ring to the heartless things now
being done in Europe because it is
my firm conviction that we will
never do away with war by pointing
our fingers at the beam in our bro-
ther‘s eye.

Dr. H. J. Ostrander, of Chicago,
has suggested that America estab-
lish an “All Flags Day.” On this
day, there shall be public excercises
in appreciation and commemoradtion
of all the flags of the earth, whose
peoples have come to our shores.
On that day, peoples from all lands
shall be made to feel the touch of
brotherhood. All flags shall be
figuratively woven together into one
solid mass, showing honor to each
as we show honor to all.

There are something lke 500 in-

ternational societies of all kinds
which help to break down the arti-
ficial enmity unwise men have
created between the nations of the
earth. Of course, those societies
have temporarily suspended during
the war. When peace Is restored,
they will resume their work.
.And then there is international
commerce, or the mutual interchange
of that which is needed to sustain
and gladden life. When commerce
shall cease to be used as a cloak by
international bandits who prey up-
on their neighbors for the sake of
adding to their wealth, then ‘there
will be no more war; and that will
be when you and [ shall take it up-
on ourselves to create a public sen-
timent that will make it impossible
for bandits to use commerce as a
cloak for international crimes
against society.

We know it is possible for men
to dwell together in peace, within
communities, because we are doing
so in some communities. But it re-
quired ages and ages of effort to
accomplish that. So we should not
get discouraged when some profes-
sional man-killer refers to peace
advocates as “mollycoddles.” The
principle of settling international
disputes by Reason has never heen
tried by the big nations of the earth.

Must Prescrve Life.

Humaniiy uas been working un-
der the false notion that “self-pre-
servation is the first law of nature.”

It is slowly dawning upon think.
ing people that the first and abiding
law of nature iz {he presevvation
of life. The stndy and application
of that law must bocoine the bhersi.
ness of the big ~ommunities of the
carth, called nations.

THE STORY CORNER

NOTE:—In this (-olumn.»there is traced,

a typical Young People’s Socialist T.eagne.
The successes and failures are mirrored
here and the chances are that you will
find some of your own here set forth.
Each installment is practically complete
in itself, bui i1 is advisable to follow the
story regularly.

THE NEW COMMITTEES.

It was not so very ecasy to get
started. In the first place, each of
the members making up the Execu-
tive Committee had his own parti-

cular interests to be served. Many
of these were apart from the League,
so it was quite difficult to hit upon
a meeting time that would be agree-
able to all. Finally this was ar-
ranged and the work began. )

It was found that they had de-
cided and varied opinions as to
what the activities of the league
should cousist of. And in no two
opinions was there entire agree-
ment. While this looked like an in-
surmountable obstacle, it really
turned out to be an excellent help.
There was Jack Severidge, ‘a fine
fellow, he could run, swim, jump,
play ball, and take the lead in all
kinds of sport. He was strong for
starting a ‘“gym” class right then
and there. But Hans was a musi-
cian,’ and he thought that an or-
chestra ought to be the main thing.
Peggy spoke up and advocated hold-
ing educational meetings and de-
bates, to be finished always by some
social feature, refreshments, etc.
Jim himself had little but organi-
zation ideas to offer. These were
all good suggestions, every. one, the
thing to do was to co-ordinate
them.

Jack was therefore made Com-
missioner of Sports, Hans was told
to go ahead and get together the
members of his orchestra, the pleas-
ure lovers werc to be taken care of,
while the more serious youngsters

should also have their innings. Some
suggestion was made to organize
these various activities as different
circles within the League, but the
danger of this “wheel within the
wheel” business was clearly seen.
For a while these wheels might all
move around together, but sooner or
later there would be a hitch and
then the common interests of the
League would be lost sight of in
furthering the interest of some par-
ticular part of it. So it was decided
to .draft a program that. would be
of interest to all, and to make every
effort to get all to take part-in-it.
A T I T

BUSINESS MEETINGS, held twice
a month, were to be limited to:. 45
minutes duration, they were to be
followed by a short educational pro-
gram, and concluded by some social
feature. On the other two meeting
nights lectures and discussions wers
to be held, these not to take more
than an hour and a half, and to be
concluded with sociability. It was
agreed that one of these sessions
should be a debate between mem-
bers, the other a lecture by some
Soclalist Party Comrade, or else one
of their own members who might
be qualified for the work.

A gym class was planned, a Base
Ball Team for the boys, and Basket-
Ball for both boys and girls were
talked of as certainties. Their lit-
tle headquarters, fortunately situat-
ed in the heart of their district of
the city, and open to- them every
night, made almost anything pos-
sible. Hvery effort was to be made
to get the attendance of the Social-
ists .and of the people generally
thruout the neighborhood. In this
way the little hall might become a
gocial center for many kinds of act-
ivities.

The program also included one
big entertainment and dance every
month. All other things were to be
managed so as to strengthen this
affair. Besides this there were to
be small jollification gessions every
week, but everyone was to feel that
the big thing was what needed the
big support. In this way, looking
far ahead, they mapped out a pro-
gram of activities suitable to every
member.

* * * *®

THE MEMBERSHIP Committee
found troubles of another nature
confronting it. There was a large
membership on the books, but about
half of it was reported as being in
bad standing. They divided the
names of these members among
themselves and for the next few
weeks were busy in visiting them.
In most cases it was simply a lack
of interest that kept people away
from meetings and when it was
shown that new activity was to be
undertaken, it was quite easy to get
not only their Dues but their at-
tendance as well. A few were found
to be out of work or for other reas-
ons unable to pay. A word to the
membership committee soon fixed
this up in such a way that none of
the other members knew anything
about the “case.” They had been
given nower to act on this matter
and they used it intelligently. It
was not charity to remit the Dues
of an active worker when he could
not afford to pay. You kept him in
the League and got his work. Were
he to drop out you would lose him
altogether.

Al the little dances and meetings
the membership committee proved
themselves of greatest value.
They were sooh acquainted with the
whole membership, and could spot
a stranger the moment he put his
head into the door. After that it
was just a question of getting his
confidence and making him féel at
home. Sounds easy, but did not
work out quite that way until they
hit upon the plan of putting the
most agreeable girl members on the
Reception Committee. After that
few escaped. At this work Jim al-
ways noticed that Pcggy did shine,
she could thaw out an ice-berg and
make the Sphinx itself dance a can-
can. He was glad to see the work
go on so successfully, but some-
how always felt just a little better

when some other girl did the honors. .
He had gotten into the habit of see- |
ing the little miss home safely. He'

nearly always had his sister to take
care of in addition and then Peggy
lived right across the street, so it
was not at all out of the way. Be-
sides it was always good policy to
make matters as convenient as pos-
sible for good workers. The girls
ought not to go home alone so late
at night. — Oh! He had a host of
good reasons and excuses, and reai-
ly believed most of them himseif.

After that had been going on for
some time, the first big. out-
ing was planned, a hike along the
banks of the river. It is not sur-
prising to note that they had made
arrangements to meet at a certain
time and to travel together; and, if
a little girl promises to brirg erough
lunch for two, why that is her busi-

ness of course. There were big
plans for .that outin~. and every-
body looked forward to a good
time.
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Young People’s Dept.
Organi; Educati 1ty,
WM. F. ERUSE, Dirsctor

To reach the nation’s youtn with
the message of Socialism and to bring
them into the organized Sociulist
movement through Young DPeople's,
Socialist Leagues.

Address all communications t5:

Socialist Party Young People’s Dept.
8083 W. Madison St., (?lxicuo.ep

PEACE DAY REPORTS.

More reports are coming in on the suc-
cessful meetings and ce]egraﬁons held on
the International Young Socialist Peace
Day. Big meetings were held in Peoriuy,
Ill.; Lawrence, Mass.; Cleveland, Ohio;
McKeesport, Pu., and many other rities.
The.m&t‘ter has attracted wide-spread at-
tention in the press and the' league work
il;as gained a good deal of publicity from

The idea of sending out spécial programs
as was done in this case ha]; arouls)edxverv
favorable comment on the part of several
leagues. Plans %re bcing made to have
this & regular monthly feature of our
Nutlopal work next year, but its success
or failure will largely depend on the co-
operation received trom' the leagues. The
stuff that programs are made of does not
grow on trees, if all Leugues will make it
a special point to send me their recita-
tions, plays, games, readings, etc., in short
ail the material out of which programs
can be made, T will undertake to get them
out for the benefit of all.

.There will be an expense connected
with getting there out so a charge of $1
per year will be made to cover the cost
of this service. Write in and let me know
what you think of the plan. )

. ———
TWO BIG STATE CONVENTIONS
COMING.

Ind. and Mass.” to meets on same day.
The first State Convention of all the
Indiana Y. P. L.'s will b2
Kokomo, Ind., Nov. 25-27. At least five
leagues will be represented, and the lo-
cal comrades guarantee to take care of
all delegates that come. "The league ‘there
has recently re-organized and is now
stronger than ever. They have a new
permanent headquarters and are arrang-
ing a big program. The Nat'l. Sec'y., .is
expected to attend this gathering.

The first State Convention of the Y. P.
8. L.’s of Massachusetts will be held in
Boston on Thanksﬁiving Day, - Nov. 25.
There are eleven leagues in this state
and the meeting is sure to he an im-
portant one. The acting State Sec’y., is
N. Dozenberg, 26 Highland Ave, Rox-
bury, Mass.

. At each of these meetings, each league
is to be represented by one 'delegate at
large and one for every 25 good standing
members, or major fraction thereof. They
will determiune their State Constitutions
and _elect officers, Big entertainments
are being planned in conjunction with the
conventions, and before the year is out
we will have five organized states under
the Natinnal Banner.

GENERAL NOTES.

St. Paul, (Minn.) League announces its
first anniversary for the beginning of
December. They will hold an appropriate
celebration and are beginning prepara-
tions now.

Circle 2, Newark, N. J, announces an
smbitious program of Lecture-Socials.
Oct. 8, RElla Reeve Bloor, °‘‘Equal
frage;'’ Nov. 7, Fred'k. Krafft,
ism and Youth;'’ Dec, ‘5, Olement Woo
“‘Socialism and War.'”” These lectures
are all sccompanied by extensive musical

Suf-

held at.

and literary programs rendered enti
y the membership.
Cleveland, (0.), reports ite work b
‘ing up in fine style. Their band rece
organized, is sure to be a suoccess, Dr

atic Dept. is busy rehearsing Sincle
**The Machine.’’ Bowling Teams are
ganized for both boys and girls and t

expect to develo: Trize winners.
Rand School Study Class is of interest
ali members.

THE LITERATURE CAMPAIGN.
Going up! We went a little higt
but by no means as fast as we shou
At this rate it will be next year bef
we even get together our order. Ew
League in the country .intends to order
least & thousand,—the thing to do is
DO IT NOw!

Name Order Paid D
Brockton, Mass. 500 1.00
Arlington, Wash, 1,000 1.
Chicago, Ill. 20,000 20.
Pensylvania State 20,000 8.00 14.
Now Jerscy State 20,000 10.00 10.
Kokomo. Ind, 1.000 1.60
Boston, Mass. 1,000 1.60
Harvey, Tl 1,000 - 160 -
Peoria, 11, ,000  1.80
Colorado Springs,Cole. 1,000 1.60
Cincinnati, Ohio 1,000 1.60
South Bend, Ind. 1,000 1.6
| New York City 12,000 12.0
Boston, Mass, 1,000 1.6
St. Taul, Minn, 1,000 1.60
Springfield, Mass. 2,000 2.00 1.2
Total 84,500 80.20 61.0

Y. P. 8. L. OFFICIAL BUSINESS,

N. C. Motion, by Swartz, of Penn.:

“‘That the National Committes of th
Y. P. 8. L. endorse the YOUNG SOCIATL
IST MAGAZINE, published b{ the Work
iugmen’s Co-operative Publishing Ass'n.
15 Spruce St., New York City; and editec
by Ludwig Lore; as an official organ o
the Y. P, 8. L. of America.”
. COMMENT: The Magazine is now pub
lished at a deficit by the New York Com
rades. It deserves every possible sup
port by our comrades thruout the coun
try, this alone will make a better and big
ger paper possible. It already has the
official endorsement of the State Federa
tions in New York, New Jersey and Penn
sylvania.

Motion carried, in. favor: Brock, Tisch
ler, Swartz, Kruse.
STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP,

MANAGEMENT, OIROULATION, ETO..

REQUIRED BY THE AOT OF AUG-

UST 24, 1912
of American_ Socialist, published weeklr
at Chicago, Illinois, for ‘October 1, 1815.

Editor, J. L. Engdahl, 803 W. Madison

8t.. Chicago, Il
Business Mma%er, Walter Lanfersiek.
t., Chicago, IlL

803 W. Madison

Publisher, Socidlist Party, 803 W. Madi
son. Bt., Oh{cago, 111,

Owned by the Socialist Party, Jame:
H. Maurer, R.cmiimg:I Pa., Adolph Germer.
Mt. Olive, Ill, G. H. Goebel, Newark, X.
J., Emil Seidel, Milwaukee, Wis.,, Arthur
LeSueur,. Fort Scott, Kans, National
Executive Committee.

Known bondholders, mortgagees, anc
other security holders, holding 1 per o3n
or more of total amount of bonds, mert
gages, or other securities: None.

WALTER LANFERBIEK,
Business Manager.

Sworn to and subscribed before me thir
28th d}‘ﬁ: of Seg{tembor, 1915,

JO. THOMPSON, Nomr{ Public.
(My commission expires June 10th, 1914))

Thirty-seven per cent of the wives
of American workingmen are com-
pelled to engage in work outside of
their household duties to enable the
family to live.

ELECTION

Municipal Elections will

BUTION OF LEAFLETS.

election.

5,000 or more, ¥. 0. B. Chicago.
HOW MANY?

COatholic Defense of

Have the Socialists
‘Socialist Songs.

What Is' Socialism.

Why Socialists Pay

The Rising Tide of
The Parable of the
The Parable of the
A Leosson’ from the
,The War Manifesto

Frances E. Willard

Wimmin Ain’t Got
Votes for Working

Socialist Party and

Chfcago:

3eele

; A set of sample leaflets

Street No.

et sl es e

803 W. MADISON

and towns all over the nation. The campaign is now on.

NOTHING WILL MAKE MORE SOCIALIST
VOTERS QUICKER THAN A SYSTEMATIC DISTRI-

Locals should start distributing leaflets now and
should keep it up week after week until the day of the

Here is.a complete list of the National Office leaflets. -

Use this list in making your order.

The following four-page leaflets sell at $1.60 per thousand, or
20 cents per hundred, express prepaids $1.00 per thousand in lots of

SUBJECTS AND WRITERS.

Why Should Oatholic Workingmen Be Socialists? (Thompson)
What Congress Ought To Do. (Thompson)

A Prominert Priest’s Defense of Socialism.

Children of the Poor. (Debs)

Are Socialists Practical? (Thompson)

Socialist Party Platform,

Tho Most Frequent Objesctions to Socislism, (Ricker)
Municipal Ownership. (Thompson)

Socialism and the Swerd, (Kirkpatrick)

Regulation a Failure and a Fraud. (Hoan)

Join the Party. (Russell) -

Trade Unions and the Social Crisis. (Engdahl)
Why the Negro Should Be a Socialist. (Woodbey)

Boytown Railroad. (Warren)
. 'Private Property.  (Work) )
The Digger in the Earth. (Farmers’ Leaflet)

WOMEN’S LEAFLETS.

Mrdam, How Will You Feed Your Family? (Berger) '

Woman, What Will You Do With Youx Ballot? (Thomas)
Wage-Barning Women and the Ballot.* (Lowe)

To the Union Man’s Wife.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton on Socfalism,
Woman—Comrade and Equal. (Debs)
Worman's Need of the Ballot. (Philips)
To.Wives of Toilers.
Wiy You ~hould Be a Socialist. (Malkiel)

To the Woerkingwoman. (Malkiel) .

“The following two-page leaflet sells at 30 cents per thousend,
prepaids 75 cents per theusand west of Rocky Mountains:

How Socialism Would Meet the War -Crisis.

The following 16-page leaflets scil at $3.50 per thousand; 50
cents per hundred, cxpress prepaids $25.60 for ten thousand, F. 0, 8.

The Bombshell That Henry Ford Fired. (Benson) *
Soctalism the Leoné Fee of War. (Bsn#om)

scribers to The American So/cia'list at 25 cents each.:

Address .

NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY |

soon take place in many cities -

Socialism.

Made Good? (Thempson)

{Thompson)

Dues.

Socialism. (Thompson)

Water-Tank. (Bellamy)
Water-Tank.
Chicken-Coop.

on Socialism.

No Kick. (O'Hare)
Women. (Stern)
(Malkiel)

Weman Suffrage, (Lewis)

(Stern)
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.o D I I AP NP,

veeo.. Stste

A sesessesnsnes

ST., CHICAGO, ILL.




	v2n13-p1-oct-09-1915-TAS
	v2n13-p2-oct-09-1915-TAS
	v2n13-p3-oct-09-1915-TAS
	v2n13-p4-oct-09-1915-TAS

