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- 40°. or 60°. — That is the Question

By Paul Frolich (Berlin).

“The situation is best characterized by Stinges’

utterance in the State Economic Council: “We cannot.

form a concern with Loucheur in which Loucheur
would have 60 per cent and Stinnes 40 per cent.”
(Rhenish Westphalian Periodical, January 20, 1923.)

, In Germany the nationalists are shrieking themselves
hoarse: The Fatherland is in danger! Forward {o {he national
united front! o :

In France there is the same uproar: For the only just
and sacred cause! - To gaol with the communists!:

: It is true that the Ruhr occupation means the sirangulation
of the masses of the German people. And the arrest of the
communmists in France demonstrates the dangers threatening the
French people ihrough Poincaré’s imperialist licy: the
abolition of civil liberties to the end that the French pro-
letariat may be the better exploited.

' It is also true: the German government has presenied the
great indusirial magnates with gifts of milliards, and has failed
to {fulfil the Versailies trea?m . :

But is it a question of preserving unsfained morality and
elernal justice, of saving the peoples? No! It is a question
of business. As in 1914! As always!

Almost simultaneously with the sending of troops into
the Ruhr area, there came an invitaton from Paris 1o ‘Essen.
The Comiteé des Forges (the organization of the French iron
works), invited the Stinnes ‘concern to a conference regarding
closer relations between German and French heavy industries.
Mr Stinnes refuséd to accept this invilation so long as there
were French ‘troops in the Ruhr. The organ of ‘heavy industry
Rhenish Westphalian, gave the authentic explanation of Stinnes’
attitude in the quofation given above: The Essen-Briey, West-
phalian coke and Lorraine ore Trust, will come to no.hing, if
Loucheur is to receive 60 per cent of the booty and Stinnes
only 4G per cent. : ’ “ :

Halves first, colleague, and - then let us embrace!—thus-

cries Stinnes, and thus.the voice of justice. Halves, and then
the prices may. rise, then Europe may feel our power. "And the
Fatnerland:can go to the Dewil! : ' :

‘ 60 per cent! -Loucheur bellows back. Show your claws,
Potiucaré! Do : :

- And in fact, this is the sole point in question, This is ‘he
real- essence of the political - struggles between Germany and

France - preceding -and - lollowing 1918, : . .

The oonquest of Belgium and Northern France was the
aim of the Rhenish Wes{phalian industrial magnates during the
war, as may be seen from the pronunciamentos with which thev
flooded the government and the commanders of the army.
For the attainment of this end they drove millions of
human beings to {he shambles. The sole aim and object was
the conlrol of French ore, When the defeat of Germany buried
these extravagant hopes. it became the aim to come {o an
understanding with French heavy indusiry—an understanding to
be paid for, if needs must, with the abandonment of the Ruhr
area. If the. business had failed under German supremacy, then
it must be attempted under French. Stinnes’ provocative aititude
at Spa in July 1920 aimed at irritating French imperialism into
occupying the Ruhr district.

The French heavy industrial barons, Schaeider, Wendel,
Loucheur, and company, thought they had ensured for themselves
complete domination 0{ the steel market by the conquest of Alsace
Lorraine, and the separation of the Saar district from Germany.
But it turned out that the domination could not be complete
without Westphalian coke. Hence the renewed inclination for
negotiations. - These were faken up. - The Stinnes-Lubersac agree-
ment cleared the way, and, at the same time, assured gigantic
extra profits. A preliminary agreement was reached between
Stinnes and Jules Bernbard, for the formation of a {rust to
embrace ~ on the one sile the Stinnes undertakings Deutsche
Luxemburg, Gelsenkirchen, Elbe-Union, and on the French side
the Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas, the Comité des Forges, and
the firm of Giros and Loucheur. ' "

But then arose the question of the respective shares in
the future booty. And with this arose the conflict.

And now on both sides the call of: national united iront!

‘Here the workers are goaded forward 1o a general strike. There

the communists are” thrown into prison for high treason and
anti-national ' agitation. ‘Everything for the 60 per cent!

Again the Stinnes men utilize the favorable moment, as
during the world war. At that time they enriched themselves by .
unscrupulous usury against the fatherland, they leit the army
in the lurch by non-delivery of supplies when ey got higher
prices abroad, and io-day their watchword is the same: enrich
yourselves! The first act after ‘the occupation of the Ruhr area,
was {o raise coal prices to a height which neither the wages nor
the cost of malerials justified. The second act was to grab at
the staie railways. The thi~r§l was to demand that the government
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place credils at the disposal of heav iudustry. The result of
this last step is not yet kmown. But Cuno’s government is
absolutely obedient! The fourth act: Stinncs ensures for himself
the business in English coal. And the natural resulf of all this:

The price of labor power sinks and sinks: God’s blessing on:

us, the prolits rise,

- And the Exchange! M is dancing the cascan [for the father-
land is in danger. It speculates d la baisse in marks; 22,000
marks are already being paid for the dollar *); @ la hausse in
industrial papers. The mining shaves of the Ruhr district mount
higher than all others. Between January 12 and 22 the shares
of Deutsch-Luxemburg (Stinnes) rose from 25900 to 55,000;
Gelsenkirchen Mining Joint Siock Co. (Thyssem) from 26,100
io 61,500; Harpener Mine (Ianiel) from 59.600 to 132000;
Phonix (Wolii) irom 26,500 to 51,000; Rhine steel from 21,250
to 50,000; Bochum cast steel (Stinnes) from 23,600 {o 53,000.
The dance is so wild that even ‘the Deutsche Allgemcine Zcitunﬁ
is dizzy, and even this Stinnes crocodile is beginning fo preac
morality. But the Exchange doss not care. Business first, then
the fatherland.

FHow can the Temps assume such an air of morality and -

justice, and proclaim with calm self-confidence: “France’s cause
s just. She defends the inferests of all” Just!
is puiling at the rope which hangs around the neck of the starving
German people.  Just! For she is pulling for Loucheur’s
60 % per centl ¥

But the German working class? There was perhaps a
moment’s uncerfainty, the .intoxicating fumes of nationalism

dulled an eye here and there. But now the shop stewards of

the Stinnes and Thyssen mines have dccided fo recall the
representatives who were going to stand up for that martyr for
the {atherland, Thyssen jr. And tha{ have further decided
1o convene a shop stewards’ congress for Rhenish Westphalia,
fo resoive on a general strike. Sirike against the lie of the
nationzl united front. On the basis of class war!

POLITICS

The Chemical War an the Franco-

German Ammeoenia Regreement
By G. Fink.

When one speaks of the economic grounds of the repara-
tidns policy of French industrial capital and of the Rubr occupa-
tion, cune thinks mostly of iron and coal, round which centres the
fight between the French and German heavy indusiries. But
there are also certain groups of French capitalists which display
a great interest in the dye imdusiry of the Rhineland.- The
entrauce of French {roops into the Elberield ierritory, with its
imporiant dyeworks, is cerlainly in line with the, schemes  of
French capifal. f

Beiore the war, Germany EOSSGSSCd a world monopoly i

dyestuiis. - During the war, boih England and America attempted
10 establish a dye incustry. But the processes ol production
were the secreits of the apilive firms of Germany, and the
Amcrican and English atiemnts had to contend - against the
reatest dilficulties. The English industry, such as the British
vestults Corporation, has not ye! succeeded in overcoming
these difficulties, even with the generous support of the govern-
ment, Even teday, Germany produces 160,000 tons of dyesiuils,
as against a production of 50,600 toms in all other chemical
indusiries. )

The Rubr occupation then, aims cot only at a French
and German mining combine. but also at the appropriation
of ihe grealest chemical production apparatus in the world.
Apart irom the great economic importance of the chemical
industry and the dyestufis production, they have acquired an
enormous militarﬁ imporfance. One still remembers the use
of poison gasses by both sides during the war, and the constant
discovery of new gasses as svon as the esemy had found an
effective remedy against the last. Just as the American dye
indusiry continues {o be extended and England controls her
dye works in the inferests of her armaments, so the pians of
fhe Urench militarists consist in  seizing the West-German
-indusirial district, in order to obfain for France the necessary
means for the production of poison gas and the manufadture of
explosives. :

... In the light of these plans of the French financiers and
milifariss, the agreement between the Freuch Governmeni and

e ——— e e

*) Towards the end of January, the dollar reached 50,000.

Becausz she.

the Baden Aniline and Soda Company over the concession of
production secrels for syathetic ammonia, and which was recently
ratified by the Irench Chamber, becomes especially signifiant.
French heavy industry m possession of the ‘German dye works

in West-Germany can mainfain production. French milifarists

cannot undertake the preparation of poison gas unless the German
dyestuff capilalists furaish them with information as to the
process of production. Two days before the ratification of the
agreement by the French Chamber, and on the same day that fhe

official of the important dye-stvff company oi Luscius and

Bruning were in Hoechst on-Main, the details of the French
agrecment with the Baden Aniline and Soda factory were already
konown. . ™

According to this agreement, the Baden Aniline and Soda
Fact;g, independent of all rights conceded by the Treaty of
Versailles, offers France her voluntary help in establishing the
production of synthetic ammenia. + The company pledges itseif
to communicate all details of mannfacture and production, ne
employmeai and conirol of which is necessary for obiaining the
best results.  Ali patents and licences concerning production are
fo be fransferred io the French Government, which will also
have the righi, to insiall engineers and other tecnical experts
at will. The French cngineers to e granted free access to an
paris of the Baden Aniline and Soda Factory. The Company
shall not attempt any competition against the French Goveru-
ment either' in i'rance or m the French colonies, and profec-
torates.. In return, the French Governmenti pays do-the Baden
Aniline and Soda Company 5 million francs (about 1 milliard
of German marks) and assigns it a share of profils varying
between 2 and 4 per cent. I

This agreement of the Baden Aniline and Soda Faclory,
which is one of the biggest and most important of the aniline
firms, and in which, cnly a few weeks ago, there took place
the great sirike of the aniline slaves ﬁin Ludwigshafen), makes
poss.ble the success of the French militarist plans. While the
capilalists ol Germany' are striving to arouse the workers against
their “swora enemy 7, and while m France the Comité des Forge:
is attempting {o stir up war fever against Germany, German and
French capita! comss to an understanding . . . , and German

" aniline capitalists convey the secrets of the production of war

chemicals to the French Government.

. Yhis ably illusirates the real meaning of {he national unifed
iront in Germany as well as in France. As the Krupp Firm
used to deliver caunon and other war maferials to “enemy”
states, as Schneider - Creusot and the German-American capita-
lists, in spife of nationalistic, gesiures, were the best purveyors
of war ma'erials to the Enlente, so the Baden Anilin: Factory,
which, during the war preduced Gold Cross Gas, from the newest
inventions of Professor Habel-and the holder of the Nobel prize,
Nerest, is foday turning over ifs patenis and licences to the
rrench Government. The Baden Aniline and Soda Factory and ’
the entire aniline production, is closely -allied with the Weste
German heavy industry. as for instance, with the Lorraine
indusiry. .

And so the first agreement, the firs{ business deal between
the Germau and Freoch capifalists, still pursuing their war for
prolils, has been concluded. Both this agreemeni and the plans
of the French militarisis and the French General Staff constitute
2 {errible menace fo the working class of Germany and France.
The revolutionary proletariat of both countries must combine
under the leadership of the Communist parties of France and
Germany for the common fight against this danger.

The Lausanne Conference
By M. N. Roy.

The Near East problém still remains unsolved. The
rivalry between France and England renders the solution
impossible. At the elevenih hour, when everybody hoped for a
final agreement, the Lausanne Conference broke down and the
diplomats assembled there had nothing else {o do butf fo refurn
home. The mysterious Poiucaré Note, {o which is attributed
the responsibility for this breakdown, indicated that over and

.above the internalional rivalry there is a very serious. conilict

of interests within the organism of French Imperialism, a
conilict which aggravates the already complicated problem
which imperialism is called upon to solve under pain of death.
This intgrnal conflict of French Capitalism affected the Lausanne
Conference from another angle, It seriously told upon the -
attitude of the Turkish Delegation all along. On their side, the
Angora Delegation, caught in the mazes of this conilict as well
as of the rivalry between the twg groups of Imperialists, greatly-
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weakened the position conquered by the might of the Turkish
people, and thus failed to impose 1s terms upon Allied
Imperialism which was otherwise n a tight hole. Mosi of what
had bLeen won so hercicaliy on the baitle fields of Asia Minor
was gradually surrendered in the comiortable saloons of
Lausanne. The liberation of the Turkish people still remaius
an unrealized goal, and a bitter struggle has to Le carried on
before the direct and indirect domination of Imperialism is
finally overihrown.

A triangular fight was waged at Lausanne; it was between
the English and the French on the one hand; between the Turks
and all the imperialist powers, including the “speclater”
America, on the other. The Turkish Delegation had very litle
to say when the real decisions were {aken affecting the fate of
the Turkish people. These decisions were taken by the Entente
Powers and finally placed before the Turks either {o accept
them, or to reject them at the risk of forfeiting the “support”
of a certain group of French Capitalists, on whose questionable
friendship the Angora Government staked its all. If there was
difficulty and delay in delermining the terms which would be
conceded to Turkey, it was not so much due to the resistance
oi Iemet Pasha as {o the need for seitling the conilict of interests
among the Allied Powers themselves, It is tirue that the
Angora Delegation congratulated iiself upon its own cleverness,
in deriving benefit from this conflict, but in fact, it was the
Angora Government that proved all along to be the most helpless
viciim of this imperialist rivalry. Every time the Anglo-French
conflict became sharp, the Turkish Delegation was encouraged
by the crafty French diplomats to stiffen up its atiitude, so
as to threaten the British with a rupture in the Near East.
The whole show at Lausanne was run, not to sign a peace-
irealy with the Sovereign State of Turkey, at it was ostensibly
declared to be, but to strike a bargain between French and
British Imperialism over their respective shares in the exploita-
tion of the Near East. Turkey, which is supposed to be the
principal factor in the struggle, was used only as-a pawn in the
game. Nothing better was to be expeclted of the imperialist
robbers; but what is {ragic was that the Angora Government,
at least the faction dominating
assumed this unenviable réle after having conquered an otherwise
almost invincible position.

Why did the Angora Government start on a road which
ied to such a tragic end? The answer is. simple. It is to be
looked for in the social character of bourgeois nationalism, and
no{ quite bourgeois Hationalsm in the strictest sense of the
term, at that. In the course of its evolution the Turkish national
struggle arrived at a point where it had to choose between two
ways: one of revolulion leading to final victory, and the other
of compromise, meant io preserve the social stefus quo. The
social affiliation of the elemenis leading the struggle naturally
made them prefer the latter way, and thus handed them over to
tl;}q mercy of French finance under the pretext of a “iriendly
ailiance’,

The gorwinﬁ antagonism between different groups of Im-

rialism is undoubtedly an opportunity for the subject peoples to
ree themselves; and to take advantage of this antagonism is indeed
a very powerful factic. But it requires a thoroughly revolutionary
outlook and purpose to pursue these tactics without getting
caught in the treacherous snares of Imperialism. The Angora
rulers chose this method of fighting the enemy; but lacking the
required revolutionary outlook they succombed to imperialist
intrigues. For the time bein%l‘gley have compromised the cause
of Turkish Independence. y have played out their role.
History will give them proper credit. But the final liberation
of the Turkish people demands more revolutionary leadership.

That day, when, with the victorious National Army
standing at the gates of Constantinople, it preferred the
deceitful hand of French finance extended through its crafty
envoy Franklin Bouillon, to the unconditional aid of Revolu-
1ionar{ Russia, the Angora Government started a career whose
logical conclusion is the disgraceful defeat at Lausanne. It is
a defeat not for the cause-of Turkish independence, whic™ is
an historic necessity and thus will be atlained eventually; it is
a defeat for a certain brand of Nationalism and the com-
promising tactics followed by it. The present Angora leaders
would much rather hand over the Turkish worke-s and peasants
to the exploitation of French finance, than permit the Turkish
;S)gople 1o surge forward in the channel of revolution, aided by

viet Russia. Fear of revolution drove the Angora rulers into
the embrace of French carital which either alone or in conjunction
with the British will reduce Turkish Independence to
a fiction. French finance will employ the Turkish ruling

class at least as its slave-driver in Angora, whereas a joint~

struggle with Soviet Russia might lure the Turkish peasantry
dangerously far on the road of freedom,—this was the considera-

it at present deliberately -

tion that tied the hands of the Turkish generals at Mudania, and
those of the Turkish diplomats at ILausanne.

The sudden breakdown of the Lausanne conierence
appears {o have disturbed the agreement reached between France
and England over the Near East. It is thought that
Turkish — mtransigeance is responsible for this rupture.
Nothing ot the kind. Turkey has as much to do with the
rupture as she had to do with the agreement. Lausanne
blew up because of the combustability of Mosu: oil was im-
mensely increased by the addition of Ruhr coal. The group
of capitalisis, which sicod behind the Agreement of San Remo,
were represenied by Lord Curzon from the English side, and
M. Barrére from the French. Thereiore, so long as the Mosul
oil fields constituied {he principal bone of contention at Lausanue,
France and England could go hand in hand in the process of
ramming one bitter pill after another down the throat of the
helpless Ismet Pasha. But M. Loucheur does not see eye to
eye with M., Franklin Bouillon. The Ruhr occupation opened
up another aspect of Anglo-French conflict. Under the
tremendous pressure of Ruhr coal deposits, the delicate oil
veins burst, and the spirit of Poincaré appeared on the scene
{o sabotage the lausanne Conference on the very eve of its
successful conclusion.

Mr. Lloyd George, representing the commercial and
industrial interests of Britain, stoutly opposed France’s wild
dream of Twentieth Century Napoleonism which rendered all
hopes of reconsiructing FEurope impossible. After a feverish
search in all directions, French capilal whose ambition was thus
thwarted by Lloyd George, turned towards the Near East, and
lla_:y concluding the Angora Agreement, stole a march upon

ngland. When the agreement was made, no serious opposition
agamst it was raised in France. But the necessities in Europe
soon convinced France that she could not very well afford to step
on the foes of England, The result was the growing criticism
of the agreement and the united front put up against the Turks
in Lausanne.

The overthrow of Lloyd George brought into power the

" pro-French party in England. The interests represented by Bonar

Law thought 1t wise to conmwve at France's adventure in
Europe, in order to disturb her menacing orientation towards
America. In relurn for a free hand in Euroi.c, France agreed
to abandon her protegé in ihe Near East to the mercy of Eng-
land. Hence we found the French Delegation at Lausanune
faithfully supporting all the methods of Curzon for bullying the
Turks. This policy of consolidating the undermined Anglo-
French Entente went so far, that it became positively dangerous
for the financial interests, represented by Franklin Bouillon,
having a big stake in the Ottoman Debt. A few days before the
final draft treaty was presented to the Turkish Delegation in the
form of the Curzon Ultimatum, the alarm was sounded by the
bitterest political opponent of M. Poincaré. In L'Echo National
of Jan. 23, André Tardien wrote: “1 quite undersiand that we
have given in so much at Lausanne in order {o have a iree hand
in Essen.” On the authority of M. Barrere, he terrified the
French bondholders in these terms: “ The final text of the ireaty
will astonishingly abandon French interests in the Near East.
In the matter of the Ottoman Debt, the French bondholders have
been scandalously deserted.” Thus was started the financial wire-
pulling which broke up the Lausanne Conference.

Big finance, with a firm hold on Turkey through the Otto~
man Debt, revolled against the policy which meant the betrayal
of its interest in favor of the industrial magnates of Lorraine.
Caught between these two fires, M. Poincaré had to fax all his
diplomatic genius. Such was the genesis of the mysterious note,
which was caught at by the Turks just as a drowning man catches
at straw, and which created such consternation at Lausanne. The
mystery which enveloped the interchange of notes during the
days preceding the final break up of the Conference, is not yet
cleared. But enough of it is already known to draw the main lines
of conclusion.

. In order oot to alienate the sti?port of the interests behind
the Franklin Bouillon Agreement, Poincaré made a gesture to
show that Lausanne would not be permitted to end in a complete
victory for England. This was interpreted by the Turkish Delega-
tion to mean that, in spite of Barrére’s and even M. Bompard’s
ghe spokesmen of the Franklim Bouillon group) adhesion to the

urzon methods, French * support” was still there. Poincaré
intended to kill two birds with one stone, and it seems that he has
succeeded, at least for the time being. On the other hand, France
can still claim 1o be the * disinterested friend of Turkey ” and,
on the other, England is threatened with a new war in the Near
East if she will not leave France alone in the Ruhr. ’

So, the Lausanne Conferenge has:ended precisely where it
started. This is specially true m so far as the Turks are con-
cerned. They came 16 Lausanne elated with the hope of playing

\
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one imperialist against another, but they only plqi:ed the part of
a nawn. They are returnin without signing the Treaty, not that
they are convinced that the National Independence of the Turkish
people cannot be won except through a revolutionary sttug?e, but
again hoping to consolidate their diplomatic position while Eng-
land and France are engaged in a new dispute. But the later
will prove as hopeless as the former. The internal conilict -of
lmperialism can never be over. It will grow sharmer in pro-
-portion as the process of capitalist decay gots cn. But in so far
as the colonial peoples are concerned, Imperialism will still put
u> - united front. Pfo have learnt this lesson from the experience
at Lausanne would be of the Ereatest benefit for the Angora
Goverament. The sincerity of the refusal to siﬁn the treaty will
b+ {ested by the latter’s attitude towards Soviet Russia, whose un-
conditional help the Turkish rulers have so far rejected, if not in
words still in deeds. The sinister design to perretuate imperia-
list domination in Turkey can only be frusirated by a resolute
siruggie along revolutionary lines,

ECONOMICS

Survey -of the Worid Ecohomic
Situationinthe4 "Quzrterof1822

" By E. Varga.

what is the position of the
American sarmer?

The value of this year’s crops amounts to 7% milliard
dollars. To this must be added the profits of cattle raising,
or a quarter of a milliard. Roughly estimated: an incoms of
7% milliard dollars. From this sum must be deducted the
workers’ wages. These amounted to in 1916 ¥ milliard, and
for 1922 may te estimated at one milliard, Outlay for machinery,
{ools, tractors, and artificial manures may ge estimated at
1% milliards. There thus remains a totzl income of 5,5 milliard
dollars jor 6,500,000 [armers, that is, an average yearly income
0. § 850 per farmer, counting, of course, wife and children.

In 1917 the wage level was aoout the same as at the
preseut time, and at that time the average amng]al earnings of the

$ 1072

Railwaymen =
Building trade = 973
Craftsmen = 945
Factory workers = 1022
’ Miners = 1025

The farmer earns less than the worker, And his earnings
are further reduced by the depreciation of the soil. There is no
extensive tract of couniry where a considerabte number of the
farms — probably the majority — do not deteriorate. More
fertility is drawn out of the land than is returned to it.

Desides this. the interest on the capital invesied, about
810,066 per farm, is io be deducted at 5 per cent, §500 yearly,
frem the income of the farmer.
left with a wage income of § 350. . :

The rise in price of arable land has been pointed out.
But this is eatirely incorrect. A great part of the land is going
down in price, or, where the price is maintained, the land cannot
be sold  The whole family of the farmer earns lecs annualiy
than the man alone would earn in the city! This is the chronic
evil of the farmers, and has been in every age.

But the farmers of America will not tolerafe this. An
extensive emigration into the cities is on. The deyelopment of
the railway ‘and the motor car has so far absorbed the young
generation of farmers. )

This process will lead to a world-wide lamine. The virgin.

districts have already been conquered, and the consumers mulliply
mightily. If the disparity between the mouopoly prices of

industrial goods and the fluctuating prices of farming products,

which to-day, are even 25 % lower than in pre-war times, is not
removed, the farmers face complete ruin.  Measures must be
- adopted for fixing the prices on farming products,

We have elaborated upon this study. because it freats of a,

question which will decide Europe’s fate in the next few years.
In our opinion the question of whether the Uniied States will
adopt a pro-European cr an ‘anti-European policy -depends on
the American farmers. The farmers of the United States—where
there is no more virgin land, as in Canada, Argentina, or Siberia
—must receive betler prices for their producis. This will only
be possible if the buying capacily of Europe is enhanced. This
implies the reconstruction of Cenfral Europe, above all of Ger-
many. Along these lines the inferests oip the farmers and of

The farmer’s family is thus .

—

the American bourgeoisie coincide. Germany, as an industrial
colony of America, supplies cheap labor for the capitalist, cheap
indusirial articles for the larmers, and at the same time a better
market for farming products.
American-workers, who would have dear food and lower wages.

The attitude adopted by the farmers will be of great
importance in the bitter struggle between capifal and labor in

the United States. The capitalists seek to incite the farmers

against the workers with the argument that the workers earn
more than the farmers, and that the high wages are the cause
of the high prices of industrial articles. They propose that
the tarmers form an alliance against the workers! The cheap
labor of Germany is one point against the workers in this fight.

The conflict between the pro-European and anii-European
tendencies in American politics continued during ihe last quarter
of 1922, But though the siruggle is not yet at an ead, it seems
as if the pro-European policy gains in sirength, despite the
acceptance of the high proteciive duties. The demand of the
Chamber of commerce, that the United States send representatives
to the Reparalions Commission; = the demand that the Senaie
should agree to a seitlement of the English debt on some other

basis than that ot payment of 4% % interest and principal; -

America’s offer fo semd a commission to ascertain Germany’s
paying capacity; all this proves ihat the American bourgeoisie
1s preparing fo interfere decisively, on' the side of England, in
European allairs, and to incorporate Germany in ifs imperialist
world sysiem. America is only waiting until France has suffered
economic shipwreck in the atiempt to subjugate Germany
by force. } :
Il. Special section.

Germany.

Germany’s economic position during the last quarter of
1922 can Le characterized by the following main poinis:

1. Despite the breathing space afforded in the reparafions

payments by the agreements with Belgium, the fall of the mark
continues. All suggestions and attempts fowards siabilization
of the currency have been in vain,
: 2. The “lavorable” state of the market running parallel
with the depreciation of the mark came {o an end dunng the
last quarter of 1922. By December there were already 2% of
uncmployed in the {rade unions, a perceniage almost as high
as the average pre-war unemployment.

3. During the 3 months which this report covers, the
pri .s continued {o rise, and o rise more rapadly than the mark
depreciated. Even in the short periods in which the mark remained
stable, the prices continued to rise, and in many cases the whole-
sale prices were much higher than those of the world markets.

4. The lack of credit and capital in Geri. anv. already no-
ticeable in the third quarter of 1922, was alleviated, during the
period of (nis report, 1y = -~ credits from the Reichsbank. Thus
the increased requirements of the capitalisis were added {o the
increase of circulating mediums required by the s‘ate. When
several milliards of marks were taken from the Reichsbank by the
capitalists, this signified a tremendous raid on the general public
— despite the increas. of the bank rate fo 1€/6 — for these
credits are repaid with marks worth half as much as befor~ The
profits thus ~ained by the capitalists are naturaliy at the expense
of the great mass of consumers.

5. Tk disparity between higher prices and higher wrges
became more zcute than .- en during the past {hree months, and
led to a growing impoverishment of the workire mnrses.

The depreciation of fhe mark and the attempts at stabilization.
During the period of this report, the depreciation of the
mark has become catastrophic. Within 3 months, the mark, coms
ared with the dollar, 'has fallen to about ‘a quarter of its vajue.
he Berlin quotations {or a dollar were:

4, Oct. 2,100 M., 3. Nov. 6,000 M., 8 Nov. over 9,000 M, .

16. Dec. 6,40 i, 4, Jan. 1923 8,000 M., 10. Jan. 1923 over
10,000 M.*) ’

As this centincus derreciation of the mark. now lasting
over 1% years, and assuming ever acuter dimensions, ruins
Germany’s economics with proportionate rapidity, it is natural
that fresh plans for the stubiligution of the m:rk are ccutinualiv
being made. It is not our task ‘~ neruny ourselves with all these
suggestions and plans. We shall only make mention of those
haviiig poutiical signii.ance. Of i*rge there are tliree:

1. The opinion ot the Socialization Commission.

2. The plan of the Social Democrats and ihe tz~le unions.

3. The amards of the foreign experts called by the
rernment.

*) At the end of Iznuary 1925, the dollar was quoled on
the Berlin Bourse at 50,000 M. 4 Y i ¢
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The Socialization Commission confirmed in principle its
standpoint of last spring, according to which a final stabilization
of the mark is only possible if the reparations demands are cuf
down to Germany’s paying capacity and the {inances of the Reick
consolidated. The Socialization -Commission- deviated from ifs
original standpoint only in iis opinjon that immediate steps are
necessary to prevent joreign securities being hoarded as safe in-
vestments, and that the required securities should be secured for
actual economic purposes. *“ The sole means available at (he
present time for this purpose, is the utilization of the gold re-
serves of the Reichsbank. These reserves are dead af the moment.
1t is im--rative to render them effective, and to induce the Reichs-
ban/: 1o fulfil its fundamental duty as prescribed by .the Reicks-
ba-% s alutes, which is, to regulate the circulafion of gold in the
whole fcich. T1he utilization of the gold reserves of the Reichs-
bank can be carried out without necessarily spending the gold
itself. It would suffice if reserves of securities were obtained by
banking negotiations, to an extent enabling the Reichsbank to
obtain a {powerfui influence on the regulation of the rate of ex-
change of securities. A stabilization of this character would be
th: iirst s'ep towards rendering effective the political economie,
and financial-political measures which are intended fo balance
th. budget, and by which alone the efiect of any relief action caa
be made permanent.”

- (Quoted from Berliner Tageblatt, 18. 10. 22.)

This train of thought met with the support of Adolf Bram,
Hilferding, Kautsky, Lederer, Umbreit, etc,, and it was intended
1o issue gold treasury bonds in the middle of November.

The opinion of the Socialization Commission was most
emphatically represented {o ‘the public by the financial expert of
the United Social Democratic Party of Germanv, Hilferding. In
his speech to the Berlin functionaries of the party, on October 16,
he made the foilowing calculation:

“It we assume that the deficit . . .. (of the foreign
trade balance) amounts to hatf a milliard gold marks, we then
require 125 million gold marks quarterly. The sum of 250-30¢
gold millions is required to cover our imiport requirements.
Now, we have a gold milliard in the Reichsbank.

Why is this gold milliard not utilized?

We are told that it is being kept in reserve against
a famine. But does the economy of Germany nof lose more
through the continued depreciation of the mark than through
the uiilization of 200-300 gold millions for the relief of the
mark?”

He actually succeeded in conviscing his party, and m
gelting a resolution passed which provides for am action in aid
of the mark, to be effecied with the help of the gold reserve
of the Reichsbank and by the floating of an inner loan based
on permancnt values,

Preciscly the same ftrain oi theueht rceurs i the memor-
andum submitted by the frade unicns to the chancellor at the
end of Qctober. DBut here the utilization of the gold reserves
of the Keichsbank is no ‘onger categorically demanded,

The memorial is signedgby the Germnan Trad~ Union
Federation and the trade union” organization affiliated with it

The reason why the ﬂpetition of the {rade uniom com-
mission no longer demands that the mark be sup{goxjred by the
use of the Reichsbank’s gold rescrve, is that Hillerding’s plan
had been definitely rejecied by all sensible political economists.
The severest criticism was expressed by the president of the
Reichsbank board of directors, Haverstein, on Octaober 28:

“Until these premises . .. (moraforium, bearable
solution “of ' the reparations problem, increase of output,
reduced - expendifures, balance of the budget, improvement
of trade balance, elc. .
atilization of the gold reserves of the Reichsbank would be
absolutely futile . .. As long as such a state of affairs
obtains, the use of the gold reserve would simply effect a
briei temporary improvemeni, followed by a more rapid
fall than heretofore, and bought ai the price of 2 permanent
loss of the gold reservé-er ot a part of it.

During the summer of this year the Reichsbank acceded
to the urgent request of the government, and intervened in
the sectirity market with permanent values (a round sum of
230 million gold marks). This did not by any means stop

" the depreciation of the mark, but merely slowed down ifs
speed for a few weeks.” (Vorwarts, Jan. 11.)

That such a plan could be thoughbt out and accepted by
German social democracy demonstrates ihe “complete decay of
theoreticar understanding in Hilferding personally and in his
party in general. It is obvious that the depreciation of the
mark is not the cause of Germany’s bad economic condition, but

. .) have become actual fact, the '

that the reverse is the case: the economic decay has caused
ihe collapse of the mark. The increasing impoverishment of
Germany is reflected in the mark. This - impoverishment of
Germany is not occasioned by the reparations. payments alone,
but is caused by the consequences of the world war on German
egonomics, by the “peace” treaty, and by the chaotic condition of
the capitalist economics of the world, A central bank can
regulate the rate of exchange by buying and selling
securities, without losing its gold reserve, but on one condition
only: the economic balance of the country must be active, that is,
there must be more produced than consumed. The activity of
the economic balance is automatically followed by the equilibration
of the payment balance in relatien to foreign couniries. It is
only under such circumstances that it is sible to regulate the
rate of exchange by a bank policy. (The Austro-Hungarian Bank
kept the Austrian crown cons:antly at par, before the war, with
a very small fraction of its gold reserve.) But as the economic
balance of Germany, especially when the reparations payments
are calculated, is passive to a very high degree, the idea of
stopping the depreciation of the mark by the aid of a triflin
amount of gold is simply-ridiculous. This is sufficiently prov
by the experience of the Reichsbank last summer, when such an
attempt was made, At the present time conditions are much
less iaverable for such an attempi. The fact that the depreciation
of the mark is such that the gold value of all the notes in
circulation does not amount to a whole gold milliard, does not
make the slightest difference: It seems at first glance as if
the whole circulation could be put on a gold basis at once by
utilizing the Reichsbank’s reserves. But when judgment is
pronounced on such a question, the sphere of circulation should
never be taken statistically into consideration, but only the
sphere of production. And there is no doubt whaever t{at if
the atiempt were made to utilize the Gold reserves of the Reichs-
bank, the gold would vanish in no time, without eflecling any
grmaneng stabilizaiion of the mark. That the United Social

ocratic Party of Germany could officially lay claim to such
a plan is a proof that it has not only completely forgotten the
class war theory, but even Marx’s economic theories.

The foreign experts gave two different awards. The first
is® signed by Brand, Cassel, Jenks, and Keynes. Hs essential
cc. tents are as fol'ows:

The stabilization of the mark is necessary, but under the
present cireumstances impossible. The first premise is that
“Germany be freed for a time from the paymen:s demanded by
the Versailles treaty,” Without this, every attempt at stabilizing
tire mark is bound to fail, and wiil only waste Germany’s last
r -ves.... The most esseniial point is that payments should
not ke resumed until they can be made from a_real surplus,
and not from iresh inflation.
present postponement shculd be for at least two years. The
moratorium should include payments in cash and in kind alike.

In this opinion it is pointed out that the wuccess of a
stabilization plan does not depend on an inner loam, but on the
state o. production and of the state economics in Germanv, and
on the most rapid rossible final setilement ot the rerarations
problem, We shall not go inta the delails of the reparations
plan te be executed after the above premises have been fulfilled.

The second award, signed by Vissering, Dutois, and
Kameuko, considers—so far as can be seen from the exiremely
scanty extract which bas been published—a stabilization action
to be possible, if the banks in countries with higher rates
of exchange would participate. It proposes the founding of a
foreign syndicate, wilh a capital of at least 500 million goid
marks. A further 500 million gold marks are to be Furmished by
the Reichsbank for the same purpose.

We are of the opinion that the ,

A comparison of the two opinions shows {hat while the first

of these, rightly from the point of view of political economy, lays
the most stress on placing Germany’s economic structure on a

sound basis, the second one regards the problem from tlie,

financial technical standpoint.

In accordance with the latter expert opinion, the German
government addressed, on the 4. December, a communication to
the Reparations Commission, asking that the amount of repara-
tions to be paid by TJermany. be finally setiled, in accordance

with Germany’s paying capacity, within the shortest possible.

time, and proposing that an international symdicate be' formed, .

granting Germany a gold credit of 500 million gold marks.

Up to now all these plans have led to no definite result,
with the sole exceplion, perhaps, that both the English and the
Fhrench rkfparaﬁons plans recognize the necessity of stabilizing
the mar :

In the meanwhile the German mark'is m’ﬁking catastrophic

downward plunges. .

SRS el
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THE LABOR MOVEMENT

A Year of tite Trade Union
Educational League
By Charles Krumbein.

Although . the Trade Union Educational League was
organized in November, 1620, it is really only a year old, because
previous to the launching of 1he Laktor Herald in March, 1922,
1t cons:sted of little more than a few scattered groups throughout
the country. But in the past year it has laken on a “truly
wonderful growth. Not for many years past, if ever, in this
country has there been an organization operating - upon the
industrial field which has created such a stir in the labor
movement and made so much genuine progress.

When the League began iis operations a twelve-month ago,
the situation was anything but premising. On the one hand
there was the reactionary bureaucracy heading the trade unions,
unprogressive and tyrannical, and having behind it a demoralized,
discouraged, and defeated labor movement. And on the other
hand there were the militants, coniused and befogged by dual
unionism, inexperienced in the trade union movement, and
overwhelmed with contempt for the old mass unions.

Attacking the Problem.

But despite this double dilficully of a reactionary
leadership 1o comlend against, and a very inexperien-
ced body of militants to draw upon for support, the Trade
Union Educational League has nevertheless made most sulstantial
rogress in the twelve months of its activity. It has become a real
orce in the labor movemant, and one which even the most
powerfully situated reactionaries have to reckon with.

In its operations directly upon the mass organizations
the League has real results o show. It has popularized varioud
planks of its program among groups of workers hitherto
untouched by radical propaganda. Its agiiation for the forma-
hon of a Labor Party has struck home in many organizations
and is bound to bear fruit in the near future. Likewise its
advocacy of the Red Interpational of Labor Unions. But the
one brilliant success of the League’s work was in connection with
its work for indust-ial uniomism. It has gone to the masses
of organized workers with ils message of solidarily and got
an overwhelming response, a response which has not only
shocked and frightened the reactionaries but heartened the
rebels more than anything else that has happened in the United
States for decades How the innumerable local unions, ceniral
labor councils, state federations, and international organizations
have been won over to declare for industrial unionism through

amalgamatiou, in spite of the bitter opposition of the reaciionaries

in their ranks, is an old story now to all who follow the course
of the labor movement. It is not too much to say that in the
short period it has been in the field, the League has a]rad}r got
the majority of the organized masses to accept in nrinciple, at
least, the h'~hly important proposition of industrial unionism.
With this accomplished, the definite re-organization of the craft

unions on an industrial basis will inevitably and unlailingly

follow

But far more important than the effective work done among
the broad masses were the educational resulls secured among the
militants themselves. The one thing that is needed to ; ¢t
the American labor movement on its feet and {o make a real
fighting body of it is a clear-seeing, self-confident, and w.-
organized body of milifants. Substantial headway has been made
by the League in creating such an organization. By their
experience of the past twelve months. the militants are learning
that the workers making up the trade unions are eager and
willing to accept a militant program, once it is put up to them in
a way that they can undersiand. And the way they are
recovering from the infantile sickness of dual unionism
constitutes one of the most remarkable phcnomena in the whole
history of the J»*or movement. The ch-~~c that has taken
place in this respect due to the League, is nothing short of an
intellectual revolution. '

The Opposition Defeated.

. As few organmizations in the labor miovement have
achieved so much success in so short a time as the Trade Union
Educational League, likewise few have had such heavy opposition

to contend with. Hardly was. the announcement of the organi-
zation of the League made than a general rallying of the .

reactionary forces {cok place fo wilhsiand the onslaught of the
threalening newcomer. [Fulminations {lared forth on all sides
in an_attempt to discredit the League in the eyes of the rank
and file by paiating it red and denouncing it as a Russian
conspiracy against {he labor movement. No less a person than
Mr. Gompers himself took the lead in this virulent campaign
of attack, and when he broke a few lances fruitlessly, he called
upon his faithiul lackeys, Matthew Woll, Chester Wright, etc.

" But the oprosition, reckless though it was, did not break
up the advance of the League. This is primarily because of
the soundness of the latter’s policies.
to the masses with propaganda of indusirial unionism through
amalgamation, for example, they received such wide-spread
support that the old guard were unable to fight back successiully.
A case in int. was the National Railroad Amalgamation
Conierence. Despite the fact that that historic gathering was
condemned in bitterest terms by Stone, Johnston, and many other

high officials of the railroad’ trade unions, it was a glowing

success. For once the rank and file, acting in intelligent opposie

tion, took the bit beiween their ieeth and made a determined move’

for progress. Grable, in the Detroit convention of his organizae
tion, tried to step in front of the amalgamatic::- movement and
to bring it to'a halt, but what happened to him is now a classic
in Jabor history. The League has demonstrated beyond all <-4,
that it is possible to organize progressive movements among the

mass unions in_spite of the most determined opposition of a .

reactionary bureaucracy. This in itself is an achievement of
the first magnitude. :

The Tasks Beiore Us,

Although the League has already made its influence felt
in the labor movement it is only an infant in size and experience.
There is stil! a world to do to iive it the necessary volume and
power to achieve the great task before it. This work is of a
manifold nature, First we must see to it that all militant
workers throughout the length and breadth of the country,
become members of the trade unions and plunge deeply into the
activities of these organizations. We must organize lrcal
%eneral groups in every city and town in the United States and

anada. These in turn must be subdivided into industrial
sections, which shall work ceaselessly to educate the members
of their respective organizations locally. Then there must
be National Commiitees set up to co-ordinate the work of the
local industrial groups throughout the entire labor movement.
Especially is this latter task very essential, because without
?aﬁc}nal organization the work of the local groups is
ruitless.

Besides building the structure of the League, we must
also see to it that it has a powerful we;ron wherewith to reach the
minds of the masses. The Labor Herald must be developed.
Its present circulation must be quadrupled in the coming year.

This can readily be accomplished if all the individuals and -

groups in the League will do just a little towards developing
1ts circle of readers. When The Labor Herald reaches a circula.
tion of 50,600, and this should be in a year’s time if the militants
realize their opportunity, it will have power and influence that
will astound both reactionaries and revolutionaries.

The Year to Come.

The Trade Union Educational League looks forward
with confidence ‘to the oncoming year. The experience of the
st twelve months shows it that its methods and policies are
damentally correct and that the workers of America are ready
for its message of solidarity and liberty. The old Gompers
bureaucracy is bankrupt. It has absolutely nothing comstructive
to offer the workers. Industrial eyvolution proceeds with ever
increasing speed, but the Gompers crowd, learning and forgetting
nothing, cling desperately to their outworn and futile policies.
Th. Trade Union Educational League, despite its youth, has a
ractical monopoly upon the advocacy of progressive policies
in the mass organizations of the workers. It is the only organiza-
tion, radicat or - otherwise, in the field today which has any
message of real instruction and inspiration for the masses. Its
policies of industrial unionism through amalgamation, organiza.
tion of a Labor Parly, affiliation of the trade unions to the Red
Internationa! of Labor Unions, the Workers’ Republie, etc,
correspond to the needs and aspirations of the American
working class. The Trade Union Educational League is the key
1o the industrial situation in this country and Canada.

B 4
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War against italian Fascism!

To the workers and peasanis of all couniries!

After two years of lcoting, arson, and murder, against the
working class, the Fascisti have seized the state power in ltaly.
The pariiameniary regime has been set aside; the freedom of the
press, even -that of the semi-libesal bourgeois press, has been
destroyed; the whole legislaiive, executive, and judiciai power has
been vesied in a small clique with Mussolini at iis head, calling
itseif the ‘¢ Great Councit”, and supporied by a Pretorian guard
ol one aundred houzand men,

Civii 1ights no ionger exis. for the workers and peasants,
while ihe Fascisti are immune from all penaities. All fighis ot
the working class, of citizenship and political reedom, have been
done away with. I'he right to hoid meelings, 0 lorm socieuwes.
fu enter .uie iwerrationa; rcialions, all have peen abolished. ihe
goods and chaitels ol the worseis are g.ven over {0 destrucion
and piunder. The dwellings ol the pro.etariat are devasiated, the
buildings of theur cooperauve sccieues, trade umions, and poiiuca:
organizatious, are burnt down or occupied by armed forces. 1he

best elem:nis of the working class are beaten, arresied, and killed,

the women violated, old peopie and children murdered, but no
one is punished. To ali thss is added, the Irightlul verdicis
pronounced against workers who have dared fo defend
themselves. The Fascisti, on the other hand, are allowed 10
commit the most atrocious crimes, the crueliest acts of violence.
;{hgir sole law is their own judgment. The Terror knows no
imiis.

. 1Thisz is the arbitrary and murderous regime now prevailing
in Hialy,

Comrades, fellow-workers! The present siluation in Maiy
shows you what may happen to-morrow in your own couatry,
il you do not prevent Fascism [rom spreading, and fail to ex.er-
manae it where it has aiready louna a fooihold.

The "special conditions obtaining in laly impart special
power t Fascism there. But the original causes and resuliant
phenomena of Fascism are not peculiar to laly; they are common
to all countries. The world crisis ol capitalism bea.s the germ
which threatens the spread of Fasc.sm all over the world.

In every country there is a disappointed petiy bourgeoisie,
suffering from the effects ol the war, and hoping, even il in va.a,
that Fascism will order and improve iis unce.tain conditions of
existence. And in in every coumry there is a large agranan
amd indusirial bourgeoisie lending irascism direct suppo.t, and
furthe:ing *its ends wiih the aid ol the siate apparawus. 1t is
pxe;ﬁs]ely on this basis that Fascism has developed and conquered
in lialy. :

In order fo re-establish the capiialist economy destroyed
by the imperialist war, the inlernational bourgeoisie not ouiy:
reduces the siandard of living of ihe working class 0 the utmost
limit of misery and slarvation. but i ailemipis w0 crush out of
the working class all consciousness and will to arise out of its
misery, It attempts {o do tiis ihrough Fascism, a phenomenon
closely related to the anti-proletarian oifensive of capital, and
coustituting ils final phase. Violence and murder, starvaticn and
want, these are the means used by Fascism to terrorize the
working masses, to destroy their class organizatioss, and 10
reduce them to complete slavery.

Fascism does not fight merely against this or that political
tendency 'in the working class, buf against the class as-a whole,
for the bom'%eoisie sees the sole poss.bilily of a capitalist recoa-
siruction “only in inlensified exploitation and absoluie political
subjugation of all workers. ’ .

 Fascism also permifs the.nationaiist mania of the bour-
geoisie to have full scope. K Fascisny, increases armaments, sup-
ports imperialist adventures and provokes political conflicts every-
where. Imperialist war is one of the most important items
in the Fascist program, and its rule must thus necessarily lead
to. renewed massacres of human beings, fo be carried out by

. Fascism with the same brutaliy as the present Fascist social war.,
Fascism is endeavoring to spread itself over a number of:

countries, with the object of solving the world crisis at- the
expense oi the working class.. Fasc:st phenomena are already
observable in Hungary, Germany, Poland, etc. The European
governments fraternize with Fascism. This shows the danger
1o be serious and urgent; immediate action of the international
prolefariat is necessary. «

Comrades, workers, and peasants!  In order {o exiermi~
nafe this pest. and {c emancipate the MHalian proletariat from
the bloody Fascist oppression, an immediate action of defence
and solidarity is imperative, Your own ruling classes and your

governments share the responsibiiity for the crimes of Fascism.,
Withcut their approval ihe dictatorship of {he Iascist bands would
not have been able fo develop and tu seize power. You must
attract all sincere elements to your side, and form a solid moral
blockad2 against Fascist Italy. You must show your bourgeoisie
and ycur governmenis the power of your will, and exert every
endeavor fo isolate the Fascist state. Untiil the Italian working
class is emzaacipated trom the despotism, the attavism, and t{he
crimes of the executioners appomnted by the bourgeoisie, the
workers of all countries must regard themselves as mobilized,
and directly and indirectly, carry on ruthless war against the
readers responsible for the Fascist terror.

Great demonstrations must Fe  -arged in the towns and
villages of all countries, and all workers and peasants must be
summoned to take part. The foreign supporters of the Fascist
state must be made {» feel all the contemnt and hate of t.2
working masses for ..~ executioners of their brothers, Every
deed commit'ec by the Fascist state, every official step taken,
must be answered with demonsirations of avhorrence from ihe
masscs, The emigrants from Ifaly, the Italian ref- -es abroad,
must Le concentrated in fighting grours bv all organizations;
they will certainly hecad the fight against the cruel tyranny
raging in the country which they have had to lesve in order to
escape starvation and the dagoers of the Black Shirts. :

The Communist Interrational and the Red International of
Lator Unions have resolved fo give their --~ivided ro'itical,
moral, and moierial s ~~ort to this action of the world proletariat
against Fascism. For this object an Infernational Fighling Fund
against Fascism has already been formed, and the necessary organs
created for leading the struggle. But the main work has yet to
be cone, and the means to victory provided by the rolit.cal, trade
union. and coorerative organiza’ions, in short, by the v.hiole world
proletariat. The nroletariat of each country must r »Slov the
means best adapted to defence against any attemnt at Fascism in
its own land, and must find the mos! suitable forms of organiza.
tion ard combat.

Workers of France, Gerr-nv, England, America, and other
countrics! In fighting against Halian Fascism, you are {i~:iing
for vour cwn libertv, and are showing *h= ruling classes thaf yon
will never permit the rule of desrotism and murder now ro~ine
in Italy ‘o seread fo o'her countries. Erert all vour stren~th fo
crush the vanouard of Inlernational Frscism—Ttalian Fascism!

Long live the heroic Italian working class!

Long live. the so¥-zrity of the workers of all countries
against the Fascist murderers!

Moscow. [anuary 18, 1923,

The Lxecutive Commi!lee of the Ccmmunist Infernaticnal.
The Executive Bureru of the Red Infernational of Labor Unions.

cireuiar addressed |
by the Comintern to iis affiliated
sections
Dear Comrades!

The joint appeal of the Comuntern and the Profintern
on the fighf against Fascism is” being sent you by to-day’s posi.
-~ The fundamemtal questions are dealt” with in the appea.-
Here we shall only emphasize the neccssity of practical organiza-
tory work in the struggle against Fascism. (Demenstrations,
mass meetings, systemalic press campaigns, elc.) The labor
organizations in l'aly’s neighbour siates have a special
responsibility. Thanks to their proximily, these labor orgamza.-
tions can do much lor the struggle against Fascism, and for their
Iialian comrades. fre . i

In addiiion to this, it is imperative {hat every possibie
malerial aid be leut {o the Ilalian workers in their fight against
{heir-onpressors. The Cominiern and-the Profintern have decided
to creale an international lighting fund against Fascism. Every
orgznization afiiliated to the Comintern is called upon o devote a
lump sum fo this purpose. and to organize continucus collections
of money for this fund. The money will be given to those orga-
nizations which are carrying on’ revolutionary work against
Fascism.

The Committee of Action of the Comintern and Profintern
will' 1ssue further instructions as to how and to whom the
money collecied is to be delivered.

With communist greetings,
. Secretariat of the
Executive Committee of the Communist International
- 0. W. Kuusinen,
1923, ,

e

S Moscow,' January 18,
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Siatuies for the colieciion and administration of the -
wornzlional Fighting Fund against Fascism

1. In accordance with resoiutions passed ai a joint session
of the execuiives of the Comununist Inlermational and the Red .
International of Labor Unions, an internmational fighting fund
agaiust Fascism is formed. .
. 2. ihe object of the fighting fund is to raise the means

for-energclically fighting Fascism, and to lend pecuniary support

10 all proietarian organizations and revolufionary groups engaged
:n direct combat with Fascism. At present, only the ltaiian
.acor orgamzations are involved in the active fight against
raselin '

o Mouney for the fighting fund is tfo be raised: A

2 .y grants from the central treasuries of the various -
Organ,Zai'ous, ; . X s

b) by ihe collection of money, among- the proletariat of
all couniries, through subscription lists,

4. Ali proletarian organjzations, in all countries, are to
be appealed to, 10 take part in the collection. ' :

5. A commitiee is {0 be formed in every country {o organize
the coiiection of money, on which every labor organization of
whatever ' political tendency .participating in the collection shall
have at least one representative. o

6. Ouly these national committees have the right to issue
coilection- forms, which must be numbered and provided with
a slamp. All monies and subscription forms must be delivered
up {o the national committee in each country. The receipt of the
money collecled on the collection lsts is to be publicly
acknowledged in the labor press of the country in ?uesglon.,

7. The headquarters of the international fighting fund are
in Berlin.  The Executive Commiliee consisis of one representative
each from the various political and trade union infernationals .
taking part in the collection, The ceniral commitiee appoinis {wo
general treasurers and the auditors, and assumes the duty of -
administering the fund and of publishing periodical accounts of
the monies received. !

8. The npational committees have fo pay over all their
monies to the central committee.

9. The central committee decides on the expenditure and .

distribution of the monies.
*

The R.ILL.U. has already opened the fund with a contribu-
tion of 10,000 gold roubles (about 5,000 dollars).

~ Declaration of the Communist Iinternational
regarding the alleged ‘“Section of the Comintern”
in Memel

. A so-called “Urited German-Lithuanian Socialist Labor
Party for the Memel district, 1IL. International” has made its
appearance in Memel, and has instigated an_uprising for the
purpose of affiliating the Memel district to Lithuania.

The Executive Commuttee of the Communist International
proclaimg o the general public, and especially to the workers
of the Memei disirict in Lithuania, that there exists no such,
organization of the Third International in the Memel district.” It’
is solely a despicable provocation on the part of the Lithuanian-
nationalists, who do not veniure {o come forward in their own
names, but hope fo serve their purpose better by acting under
the cloak of the Third International, whose followers are perse-,
cuted in Lithuania with greater severity than in Tsariat times,
and who are tfortured in the prisons. N

The Executive Commitiee of the Communist International.

O. W." Kuusinen (Secretary).

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

" The Moscow Demonstrations
against the %cc:pation of the
| uhr

By. F, Rubincr.

‘ ¢ Moscow, ]énua.ry, 18, 1923.

: During ihree days, January 15—17, the’ Moscow prole-
fariat expressed its solidarity with the proletariat of Germany aud
the whole world. January 15., the Liebknecht-Lixemburg memo-
rial day, is in any event a day of profocund significance for. the

., communists alone, but thousands

Russian workers; in addition to this, news came of the occupation
ot the Rulir basin, which at once aroused the Russian workers.

- lmmediately afier the news arrived that French troops had:

‘marched info the Ruhr area, mesiings were held in all factories

and workshops of Moscow. When work was over on January 15.,
huge contingents of workers streamed from every quarter of the
city, and gathered before the building of the execufive commitiee
of the Cl, in the Mokhovaya. The gathering began at about
4 o'clock, and lasted until Jate in the night. The same was
repeated on January 16., and on the foliowing day.

_ These masses ‘of Russian workers presenied a most im-
pressive spectacle; after a full ‘day’s work. with the grime and

., dirt-of  their work still on their hands, without having rest or-

reireshment they marched through the sireets, in many cases:
coming long disiances from theiwr places of work, for the purpose -
of demonstrating their protest against the danger threatening the
proletariat of Western Europe. ‘ '

It was an example of practical proletarian solidarity, and
readiness to follow up words with deeds. It was no long-pre-
pared demonstration: within 24 hours, in many places within
12 hours, all perparations for the demonstration were made. The *
masses ‘came inio the street almost spontaneously.  And not

upon thousands of non-partisans
took direct part in the action. *&/ith _their proletarian instinct
they' felt that the working class is being threatened more seri-
ously than ever; they undersiood that the occupation of the Ruhr "
district signifies the danger of a new imperialist war, and they '
took immediate action. They acted in dead earnest. i

A small incident is characteristic of the Ieeling prevailing ,
among the demonsirators. The Pravda reporis that, in front,
of'the Moscow Soviet'in the Soviet Square, a workman suddeuly
knelt down before. one of his comrades and cried: “Forgive me,
Aliosha, in 1914 I siruck you because you spoke against the war. .
Now, when I stand before the Soviet and think of that time, T see
how right you were!” , .

. The processions of demonsirators assembled before the
Moscow Soviet, Lefore the building of the Executive of the CL,
and beiore the Hotel *“ Lux ”, where the delegates of the Com-
intern are residing, - This demonstration proved how close are
the ties binding the Russian workers to the fighting proletariat
o} the whole world, and proclaimed that the Soviet of the workers’
and peasants’ delegaies alone is capable oi finding a way out of
the blind alley which the capitalist world has got into.

. The columns of workers, with their red flags and torches,
defiled through the sireets for many hours in the chill winter air,
some accompanied by bands of music. The foreign delegates
spoke from the balcony of the Executive of the g;, comrade

Ornle from the German. CP., comrade Hula from  the
Czechish. CP., and comrades from England, France, etc. The
effective speech of comrade Serrati from the United CP. of Italy
was greeted with the nimost enthusiasm.. But it was not only
the foreign comrades who spoke; special menfion must be made
of the :r&ch delivered,. by ‘a manager from the electric works:
Amo. He, and the representative of {he Russian working masses -
through him, said: ai the' working ciass of’ Germany, and’
the whole world, know: that we are ready 1o come to their aid!:

A huge number of resowutions has been received by the Exe.”
cutive of the CIL.; these have been passed in the various factories
and institutions, ‘We may cite a few extracts from these reso-’
lutions.  Thus in a resolution passed by a group of factories in’
the Rogoschsko Simonov district, in memory of the murder of
Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, we find the words: “ We
are consoled by the thought that during these four years'a real:
leader has grown up for the German prolelariat—the mighty
Communist Party of Germany, capable of combat, steelecf by
fighting, sirengthened by the struggles it has goneé through”. -In
the resolution -passed: by the factories Sulfit,” Ero,- Perun, etc.,
we read: ‘“We promise that at difficult moments we shall lend our
aid, o the ntmost ‘of our power,. for the overthrow of ‘the' world:
bourgeoisie.”- The resolution of - the .Gosaviosavod adresses the
Comnniern as the army staif of the revolutionary movement of:
the world, and’ appeals 10 it 1o mobilize the world proletariat,
and to fake all measures io prevent a fresh imperialist war. - In-
this; as_in. all resolutions, we find the same promise: We shal
come {0 :your aid, workers of Wesiern Europe; . ;

These demonstrations -are: not only. a proof of the strong
ieelinﬁl of international solidarity among. ‘the Russiun workers;’
they -Turther prove. that. the :Russian workers -have by no means:
become indifferent and apathetic, as'is asserted by their enemies:'
on the conirary, they are now ready—after so many struggles and
privations—i{o enter the lists immediately it is” a' question of
triumph or. defeat for the ‘revolution, ./ : "u 1 on '

Printed by Fried‘richstﬁadtf-piruc';ig;'ei .G.m:b. H,- Berlin. SW. 48
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