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POLITICS

The Peace Comedy
By Arthur Rosenberg.

The Hague peace congress of 1922 will figure in history
alongside the congresses which were held in the same city before
the war. The trade union bureaucrats of to will contribute
about,as much towards peace as the capialist diplomats of
that time. On the 30th of July 1907 the foundation stone of
the Hague Peace Palace was faid by the Tear’s ambassador,
Mr. Nelidov. On the 28th of August 1913 the palace was inau-
gurated in the Eresence of every possible great personage:
12 months later the divisions of the peace loving Tsar invaded
East Prussia, and the cavalry of the peace-loving Kaiser recon-
noitred near Paris! Where will we be in December 19237 If we
are not in the midst of a new world war, it will nat be the fault
of Thomas and Vandervelde. The very memory of the Hague
strikes alarm. The peace conferences of the Hague have hitherto
been infallible overtures to war. May the proletariat be on its
guard against the spirit of the Hague!

It is frue that this time the messengers of peace have not
mef in the Peace Palace, that turreted building in imitation old
Dutch style erected with American trust money under the bless-
ing of the Tsar. This time the peace congress has had to meet
in the Zoological Garden, the Peace Palace being occupied by
a juridical conference. The congress is mot to blame for bein
in the Zoological Garden. Jokes on the subject are cheap, an
some animals are clever enough. But it does require a certain
amount of self control not to make all kinds of unfriendly com-
parisons with régard to this perfectly grotesque congress.

What do the international reformist socialists really intend
with regard to this congress, which is certainly a ve expensive
pleasure? For we cannot visit the land of the guilder without
gaying for it. It may be calculated that the German General

ederation of Trade Unions alone, a by no means rich organi-
zation sccording to world standards, is spending 30 nullion
marks to keep its troop of delegates here for a we Why does
this Federation spend so much money? Well, the winter is hard
for the starving prolefariat of Germany. A deag:ﬂe struggle
is tllunigphce between the old bureaucrats and communists
within the trade unions. The workers are looking anxiously for
a way out of the misery, but as the Amsterdam leaders cannot
them this way, they have to fell the workers some other
. . They must make it appear as if werebeins
Hence the reason for the Hague Congress. With the ai

f5E

of this congress it may be sible to gain a month i Germany,
and that 18 something this winter. 1t is worth 30 millions.
Reporis can be given, in the trade union meetings, that Fimmen
and enderson, and even Vandervelde, have condemned ihe
policy of force against Germany And thus the members will
perhaps be induced {o believe that the Amsterdam international
does accomplish something. The feeling among the masses in
other countries is similar. Fverywhere one traces the connection
between ones own misery and the continuation of the imperialist
military system. When the Amsterdam International issues a
great proclamation against war and the danger of war, it fulfils
the dearest wish of all the millions who still belong to it

But this congress has its dangers as well: for the danger
of war is a product of capitalism. To secure peace under the
present conditions of power means to open war against the
governing bourgeoisie. At their congress in Rome, the Amster-
damers passed a resolution demanding the general strike in case
of war. As Radek rightly said at ﬁle Hague, such a general
strike would be a social revolution. But the Amsterdamers do not
want this. And how can one find a way to wash the fur without
wetting it? The recipe has been thought out as follows: the
peace idea is insolated from the social conditions, separated
from the class' war, and converfed into a thing in itself. This
conjuring trick is rendered possible by inviting all bourgeois
pacifist societies, and by leaving out the Third International

On this basis peace propaganda was no longer dangerous.
Fraternal relations were entered into with bourgeois pacifists,
with Buisson and Quidde and besides these with all the pacifist
tendencies of the present-day bourgeoisie, which reach from
Keynes {o President Harding, and fo the Lloyd George of
Genoa. It may safely be said that at the present time a decisive
part of the ruling cai)ilalists want to avoid a new war more than
anything in the world, and are anxious to postpone the colla
by a socalled pacifist solution. It is not accident that
Poincaré-la-guerre is transformed into Poincaré-la-paix, the
keeper of the peace of the Orieni. In the same manner Vander-
v:mla-guerre the man of Versailles 1919, has become Vander-
velde-la-paix, the man of the Hague 1922. What a strange peace
congress! In the president’s chair, sitting: comfortably with his

ipe in his mouth, is Mr. J. H. Thomas of London, a pillar of
gritish war policy. And below in the hall there are Henderson
and Wels, Renaudel and Vandervelde, all defenders of their
mother country in the past and in the future! A disastrous
discord was certainly by the delegation of the Russian
trade unions, Radek, Lozovsky, and Rothstein, @ho held up a
mirror reflecting the true countenance of the congress. But this
had been prépared for, and care had been taken that the neces-
sary Georgians, M iki, etc. were present to grind out the
old” anti-Bolshevist tunes.
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The ue congress is a double wedding: First: besween
the 2. and 2% internationals. This was pym:iiially )
from the platform when Fritz Adler declared himselt at one with
Fimmen. Secondly between reform socialism and the bourgeoisie,
In both cases the marriage legitimised a relation which had
already existed for a long time. The proletariat has nothing to
expect from these weddings and their results.

Against the Separation of ihe
Rhineland.
De'aration of the Commanist Party of Rheaish Westphalia.

The communists, as representatives of the class donscious,
revoiutionary Rhenish-Wesiphalian- proletariat, raise the most
en: ‘hatic profest against the plans of Frencl imperialism, as
dec'ared by Poincraré, and having for their object the military
occupation of the Ruhr district, as well as against the plans
exjiessad by Loucheur for the separation of the Rhine country
from Germany. ’

From the very beginning the commuaists designaied the
treaty of Versailles as an ungunhle forced peace, and have
exerted every effort for its revision and annulment.

The Communist Party once more proclaims that. it utterly
condemns ihe mouvement for separation, for such a development
of affairs would not be in the interests of either the Rhenish-
Westphalian or the German worsz peo) The assertions
of the separatists, that the peliti economic situation
of the working class would be better in an independent Rhenish
republic, are dangerous frauds. Such a republic, under
the protectorate of Entente capital, would precisely the
same capitalist methods of exploitation against the working
pecple as are now employed by the an ruling class. The
position of the workers in the Saar trict, where capital
proceeds against the working class with the same brutality and
ruthlessness as everywhere else, and where about 4,000 prole-
tarians are out of work, is the best proof of this. The complete
deprivation of pohitical rights suffered by the working masses
of the Saar ditrict under the protectorate of the League of
Naiions, this willing tool of international capital, shows plainly
enough what the workers of Rhenish-Westphalia would- have to
hope from a * Rhenish Free State”.

The working class can only fight for its emancipation on
int rnational lines, and a separation between Rhenish workers
and the German working class would only hinder and weaken
the fight. Only the closest relations with -the revolutionary
Ge man proletariat can give the Rhineland the possibility of
reflacing capitalist rule by socialist proletarian rule.

\&hile adopting this attilude against the treaty of Ver-
sailles, against the occupation of the Saar district, and against
the separation of the Rhineland, the communists at the same
time protest emphatically against any utilization of the nationalist
methods of the Entente victors by the German bourgeoisie.

In the first place the same spokesmen of the bourgeois
capatalist parties, and especially the leaders of heavy industry,
have approved of the use of every, even the most brutal, means
of suppression and subjugation employed by German imperialism
under the Kaiser against conquered peoples, and have ex
supported and aided these t‘ne‘t‘\ods; -::‘ondly, theseu‘ume eaders
of (he bourgeois parties will immedia support the separation
of the Rhir:;gcounfrly from the “German Ltheﬂ:)nd”, if a workers’
overnment, a prolelarian government, comes into power lu

rmany. Their money bags and their fits have always been
of more importance for these individuuguthm their patriotism
of mere phrases. In the third place, the leaders of German hﬂv;
industry are om the way to bringing about an “ understanding ”
with French capital, naturally at the expense of the German and
French workers, and there is no doubt whatever that both sides
will splendidly manage to rake in the profits for their mutual

nckets WhiL the working people of Germany, England, and

rance are sinking d and deeper into misery, while want
increases from day to day, the capitalist class, i8 all countries,
is still successfully accumulating enormous profits and wealth,
and maintaining its class rule gy this means.

This rule of the capitalisfs of all countries can only be
broken by the common class-war of the proletariat of all coun-
tries, a class-war to be especially directed against nationalist
incitements to antagonism between the peoples of different coun-
tries. Ca&'talm exploiters have always well understood how to
confuse the workers _IEZ nationalist ases, and thus to weaken
their fighting will ink of the nationalist swindle with which
you were kept on the battlefields of Furope for 4 years. Away
therefore with all nationalist phrases!

The revolutionary proletariat of Rhenish-Westphalia, in
this, as in all other questions expressly refuses, o work in

common with Oerman capitalists and their bourgeois spokes
ratroally o the capiaiiod pelng 13 ep:.
ra o WO of Fran
Belgium, and lialy, {o aid it in it siruggle :Fin:’ oy i
of Versailles, against the imperialist designs of Entenfe capita
;nc: ':peqally against the intended occupation of the gul—
istrict. ‘ AN ;
The united fighting front of the working class of Germa. .
and of the Entente couniries must close its ranks firmer th.
before. Only bﬁ the common exertions of the ifed . of .
countries, can the workers of Rhenish Westphalia be freed fr
the pressure of the Versailles treaty and jts consequences,

The hour will and must come when the world proletari:
under the leadership of the determined fighters of the Con
munist loternational, will put an end co capitalist exploitatio:
and thus at the same time to all nationalist oppression.

District organizer of the Q.C.P., Middle Rhjne.

Cologne, 8th December 1922, Eugen Eppstein.
D?tri.ci organizer of the G.C.P., Rhineland, South Westphali..

Diisseldorf, 8th December 1922. Willi Schianbeck.

District organizer of the G.C.P, Rhineland, North Westphalia.
Essen, 8th December 1922, Albert Stolzenburg.

Impressions-of-the General Election
in-Endgland -
By M. Philips Price.
Dec. 20th, 22.

Over a hundred years ago Rousseau said about the classi
land of parliammury.ercr , that its citizens were free once
every seven years during the few minutes, when they were:recogd-
ing their votes for the nominees of oue or other.of the two politica:
caucuases. 1 do not know whether it was for this reason or-fo:

any other, but it was certainly true for a long time that in Eng

land a general election came rather to be associated with some
thing akin to a horse-race or {o some other national s , whic!
has always been a popular institution in England. remark
does not, of course, apply {o. Scotland, ¢, it seems, the
;lﬁfubin{lue'ncetof ’g:;m o u;,C&mrch has caused (he-in

abitants to treat e s, as ey were second editions
of Sunday. But throughout all the south of the British Isles -
general tion was concerned more with personalities than witl
politics, more with the private life and individua! character of the
parliamentary candidates than with the political programs of the
parties, to which they belonged. .

And yet no one help observing that in the general
election, which has just taken place, a new e t was introduced
into the contest. Up till now the mn;liamentary stage has ?
monopolized by the two g t historic parties of lignghld,
Liberals and the Conservatives, or, as they were known a hundred
years ago, the Whigs and the Tories. Originally they represented
wrydqnndpohtmlmndplu,bmugtheym&e 1
mouth-pieces of two géeat economic interests, which at-that fime
dominated the life of England. They were Em of the agrarjan
aristocracy and those of the mercantile capitalists and {raders
But as time went on, the economic i ts of these two classes

egan to merge on many imporiant questions and- this was’es
cially the case, wherever these two. parties and the interesis, w
gheé t, were faced with the new element in political lif
in England today, organized Labor.

I well remember elections in England in the days before
the war. In the town, for which I was Labor candidate in thi:
recent election, it was usual for the Liberal candidate 1o in
for one election by the lavish expenditure of money and th

omises of orders for the factories, so that the workers would

kept in t. After he had been in for a term of year:
and had secured for himself the title of “Sir” or had perha
bought for himself a seat in the House of Lords, it would
generally regarded that it was time for the Conservatives to.have
a go, and so the candidate of this party would get in and remair
in, till he had gotten a judgeship or some ‘other public emolument

On this occasion however, this particular consfituency, the
city of Gloucester, presenied a very t sgodu:le. The city
is divided into two parts; one is industrial and contains a largc
population of workers, living by work in the docks, on the rive:
and canal transport services, in a8 big railway and carriage works
in timber yards and on the railway lines; the other part e :
residential one round the cathedral, where live the big bourgeoisic
who have connections with the owning  aristocracy- of the
county, the petty bourgeoisie and” small lgophepeu and- their

| attendan dependant upon them’ for :
Eveﬁhood.‘ The lit:b;urgmit enormous m«m the

it
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-casual and unskilled laborers of this quarter of the cit h
their control over the administrative apparatus of the |Oc{lt:or3‘e‘fzn-
ment. They were able to give work on the municipal under-
takings to who promised to vote for the Liberal or Conser-
vative. As Labor has not got its nominees on the municipal exe-
cutive, the ynskilled ‘laborer is afraid that if the Labor candidate

rets in, he will lose his work. But in addition to this the ecclesias-
cal authorities in an old town, like Gloucester, have great -
fluence on the course of a political campaign and this influence
was put unconditionally at the disposal of the big bourgeoisie.
They are the controllers of large charitable funds, which were
left religiously-minded persons many hundreds of years ago,
and these funds are mow used (o dole out blankets at Chrisimas
and coals durinf the winter to all those, who will agree {o sup-
port and work for the Liberal or Conservative candidates at the
general election. )

In fact the whole of the economic apparatus of the local
authority, of the Church and of the big bourgeoisie was put in the
scale against any party, which would dare to challenge the
existing order of society and to preach the principles of Socia-
lism. And this was the situation, which | found when 1 arrived
in Gloucester two weeks before the general election last month.

It provided comment on (he real nature of British parli-
amentary democracy, which is, in fact, nothing else than the in-
strument for enabling the big beurgeoisie to remain in possession
of their economic power.

It is characteristic of the change which has come over
Bnﬂ:nd since the war that the nomination for the first time of a
La candidate in a provincial centre, like Gloucester, to chal-
lenge the century-old supremacy of the two classical parties,
ghould have led to an election campaign, unprecedented in the
history of the city and to the failure of the Labor candidate to
get elected by the narrow margin of 51 votes on a total poll o1
over 21,0001 And what happened in Gloucester is, 1 think, fairly
characteristic for what happened on a average throughout the
rest of England. Organised and skilled labor rallied to the
candidate, who uncnmrmmis' ly stood for Soeialist principles,
who demanded nationalisation of the key industries of the country,
who demanded immediate recognition of Soviet Russia, who de,
fended the principes of the Russian Revolution and who demanded
that a clean sweep be made with the Versailles Treaty and the

liey - of mdenmgen. Nor is it difficult to see why this is so.
e 'in six of the organized workers were unemployed and were

- Aiving on doles amounting to twenty shillings a week, on which
they had to keep their wives and lamilies. Many of them had
been from eighteen months to two years unemployed and were
hﬁinning to get demoralised and to lose their skill, which they
had acquired after years of training. The exsoldiers also were to
a large extent tramping the streets looking for work, and among
them there was a feeling of disillusionment and a feeling that the
g:-omim, which had been made to them, were never intended for

{fillment. A general feeling of unhappiness and depression
pervaded them and it was one of the most interesting sympioms
of the state of lang today to see those, who four years ago
would have hawled down any candidate, who had even suggested
that the military interveniion against the Russian Soviet Re-
public was a crime, or (hat the Versailles Ireaty was not the last

_word of wisdom, now wholc-heartedly declaring their support of
the Labor candidate, For instance on the polling day in Glou-
cester a number of ex-Service men came out and walked the
strects with their war medals on their breasts and with placards,
on which were written; “Vote for the Labor candidate, who will
gee 1o it that you are never used again as capifalist canon-fodder”.

All references to Soviet Russia at meetings in the working
¢lass quarters of the city met with much sym‘pathetic applause,
especially when it was pointed out that the icy of the Brutish

overnment in- sabo the granti trading credits to

uuighl at the ﬂil:mnoe T:‘;Zs,ts bon l:gld;:;, was partly re
sponsible » unemploym rom with 1 were suffering.
'lm even'g:qm fo feel instinctively the break-down of the capita-
list ‘system and to understand sgmethinriI of the need for pro-
ductioe ‘or use and not for profit, which lies at the bottom of
Socialism. And this too in a city, where Socialistic theory has
never been heard of until a few years ago and then omly from
the mouths of intinerant preachers. For the English working

man is eatirely ignorant of economic theories and can only be
" made {o.speculate, if he is given a practical problem connected
with everyday life. The subile propaganda of the British bour-

is press, which has been brought to such a pitch of
f;ommmm,mmfhapmudd&.hﬁuﬂ.
and which 2ims af diverting the affention of the working class

are becoming things of the past. In Gloucester, in fact, on elec-
tion day the whole of the slum arezs in the ncighbourhood of
the cathedral were decked out in red flags and banners and
processions. of women and children paraded the streets singing

Socialist songs. Such a thing was absolutel '
days before the war. g y unknown in the

On the other nand the big bourgeoisie and the landowmng
ansiocracy of the countryside with their retainers present
4 sulid’ phalanx, supporting the Conservative parfy. This of
course was npatural and nothing else conld be expected. 1he
decisive factor in the election was the pefit bourgeoisie and its
wmmicdiate depeudents among  the nns&ulltd and unorganised
workers. These people have sutiered uno less than organised
labor Irom unemployment, wage culs and from the general dis-
illusionment of the years, fol'owing upon the war. But th's has
not up (il now had the eficct of drawing them over to Labor
They have had for many years the poison of chauvimist propa-
ganda pumped into (hem by the Noithclife press. They have been
taught to look upon the froubles of England, as bens due to a
deep-seated conspiracy, concocted by the Russian Bolsheviks in
alliauce with the German Kaiser! Such is the depth of pohiucal
degradation, to which some of the petit bourgco:sie has sunk,
that the writer in one of h s meetings at (Houcester was actually
asked whether it was true that he had acted during the war as

the liaison officer between Lenin and the Kaiser!!! To reach ihese |

people and to clear their minds of the Northcliffe poison requires
time and the few weeks of the election were too shorl to achieve
this. The petit bourgeoisie and its dependants, like shop-asaistants
and small crafismen, are not organised in any union and so can
only be got nlb[\;thouse fo house wisiting. This i3 what the Conser-
vatives and Liberals have done for years past, ever smnce this
class was given votes in the muddle of last centurv, and they
accomiany their visits with the usual doles from the charitable
organ:s:tions of the Church or with pronuses of work from the
municipality. But the Labor Party and Communists can only fight
these ins.dious nfluences by steady propaganda aud, when this
is done between now and the next election, there is no doubt
that it will be possible to neutralise the petit bourgeoisie and
to secure the active support of the unorganised workers that
are dependant for their [vel'hood upon this class. As it 13 at
resent, they are the cause of the great conscrvative victory n
.n&l’and today, but the enormous nise of the votes given to
I.abor and the doubling of the Labor members of parliament in
the new House of Commons is the best proof that the foundations
of the new British government are huilt on sand

IN THE R.LL.U.

The Developmeni of the Profintern
By A. lozovshky

The fore-runner of the Proimtern was the lnternational
Trade Union Council, founded on July 15. 1620 i Moscow.
Esscatially, the International Councif was a commnttee for the
propagation of the ideas of the revolutionary trade unwon niove
meut, It possessed no definite program and no clearl defined
tactics. Its object was to unite the revolutionary (ra«{c uniong
under the slogan of the overthrow of capitalism and the dicta-
torship of the proletariat. The platform of the Councill was so
broad that place was found on it for the leaders of the ltalian
CGL on the one hand, and for a number of anarcho syndicalist
organizations on the other. The necessity for creaing a
crvstallizing centre made itself felt, and one was created

Between July 15. 1020 and July 1921 there proceeded the
assembling of forces. The first year passed n conflicts between
revolution ideas and reforousm. The Amsterdam lInterna-
tional, headed by the trade unions of the Entente countries,
drunk with viclory, was at the height of its power. To man
comrades it appeared Eer(ect\y hopeless to attempt an atlacz
on _the reformist stronghold, against this mi bty reformist orga-
nization. But the call of the Internationa 1 Council, appealing
fo the revolutionary trade unions to unite, found an echo in every
quarter of the globe, and in July 1921 it appeared that there
were many more revolutionary elements in the trade union
movements of the world than had beem anticipated.

The first congress of the revolutionary trade unions, in
Moscow, created a theoretical and strategic foundation for the
new alliance, The propa{anda committeg was
tnndmm the Red International of Labour Unions;y with
clearly _ ideals. The d was prepared for further

initeness led to the withdrawal

" work. 1'2‘ clearness and
from the infernational of a number of labor organizations which
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did not care for the' too clearly outhi and the too world, has to of the Ocvm;t. fot for luxuries, but for a
revolutionary tactics, The ormim L, preferr

to steer a middle eourse between the two internationals, dese
the new organization, which was also attacked by those anarcho-
syndicalist groups who do not see the necessity of an Inter-
national. ‘ ww

The time between the first congress and the second cop-
gress now taking place has been occupied by a desperate strugﬁle
on two fronts: against Amsterdam and against the anarcho-
syndicalist organizations. The 16 months of struggle have yielded
dyeiinite resulls. Syndicalism itself broke up into several groups,
one part siding for the Russian revolution, another sidin
against it, and against the dictatorship of the prolefariat ai
the alliance of the Profintern with the Copintern.

If we consider the results of this conflict of ideas, we
may claim that the Profintern has won the siruggle. " There
is not a single anarcho-syndicalist organization in the world
adopting an attitude entirely against the Profintern. And there
are large organizatione fike the French, in which °/, ths are
on our side. Thus the clear definition of our ideals, while
causing a good deal of commotion, has at the same time
rendered possible a successful development of our work.

The second conference now -being held otrengthens the
ideal and organizatory connection with the Comintern, and
creates a firm basis for common work between commumisis and
syndicalists. The 2nd congress is ldophng a number of prac-
tical measures for the struogle against capitalism and reformism.

One point especially distinguishing our second congress
is its mampc;);norgmizﬂon dlltul"kar 1)eciqions have already
been come to on the most important fundamental questions.
The question of the relations between the Comintern and the
Profintern is still a matter of debate, but only for an imcon-
siderable munority of the congress. The great majority of
those participating in the congress 4re clear as to their attitude
on this question. ) :

What resources has the Profintern at its disposal? At
present we are numerically weaker than the Amsterdam Inter-
national. But the gower of an organization does not de|
upon its numerical strength. The Amsterdam Iniernational
18 only a conservative power, an obstacle on the road to revolution.
It is the embodiment of the inertia of the working class. The
Profintern, on the other hand, is the embodiment” of everything
revolytionary n the trade union movement the world over.
Another source of power is that we have followers within the
Amsterdam International. This strengthens us and weakens
the Amsterdam International.

The delegates of the ress do not shut their eyes to
the difficulties n front of us. nd these difficulties are great,
for there are several millions of workers whose minds are
still paralysed by reformism. The ﬁimt organizations of the
workers 1 many countries, are still in the hands of agents
of the bourgeoisie. To drive the reformists out of the labor
organizations would mean to lop off the branch to which
bourgeois society is today still hanging. We do not know
how many years we require to do this. le there is no doubt
whatever that our powers are increasing from day to day, and
that the Amsterdam International is weakening. r opnonents
are also well aware of this, and therefore hate the revolu-
tionary trade union movement in general and the Profintern
in particular.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT
To the Miners of Great Britain

December 20th. 1922.

Fellow Workers!

Your Delegate Conference meets at a time when all of your
mémbers are living under the most appalling conditions within
living memory.

You have had fifteen months in which to test the Agree-
ment you signed at the close of the Lock-Out in 1921. The %ml
Owners have shown themselves to be the most callous and brutal
Employers British Capitalism has yet produced. In their wupu-
dent Manifesto issued last week, t‘ymir only answer o your cry
of despair is

’ “You Were Worse Off in 1888 "
(Mineowners’ Manifesto.)

Mr. Bonar Law “The Tranquillizer” has {urned you down,
and told you that nothing can be done, Thisk of your humiliation!
Your Federation, once strongest and most powerful in the

crust of bread. you med the 1921 eement, your Secre-
{ary, Mr. Frank Hodges, in support of the Agreement
“1 venture to say it is t m!miut wa produdnﬁ
“rinciple that has ever been introduced iato‘tﬁreotmtry.

Has your experience born this out? No!

Mr. Hodges has admitted that many Mining Areas were
the ‘“‘famine areas”, of Britain. At one time 12 ofyour 13 dis-
lricts were down on the minimum of 20% above 1914 rates, when
the Board of Trade showed that the cost of living was 80%, 85%,
and 90 % above 1914. )

The more coal you have produced the worse has been your
lot. The standard profits have either been paid, or they are accu-
mulating against you, to be paid off by you in ‘he fuiure,—an
ever increasing burden on your industry.

Stephan Walsh was Right

when he said at the Special Delegate Conference on June 10th 1921,

‘ Never in the history of any industry on earth before

now has an attempt been gmade to fix a standard rate of
profits upon the aggregate wages of workpeople.”

No Trade Revival.

The Press is saying that there is soon to be a trade revi-
val, and if you strike for a living wage you will retard this revival
in trade.

The Press has been saying for the last two years that trade
was going to revive.

The Press that is ain#m any subsidy for miners, is on
theotherhmd'u that the miners’ low wages should
be the means o idizing the capitalists/in other industries.

When you ask for a living wage they will tell you that the
Industry cannot afford it. ves the failure of private
enterprise. Are you and your wives and children for ever to
pay for the incompetence and failure of private enterprise?

You must be bold. You must again raise the agitation
for the adoption of the Sankey Report and the Nationalization
of the Mines.

Miners of Great Britain. You have been the victors in
many lonﬁ' and bitter struggles. The Communjst Party is
confident that you will again lead the way, and that the Miners
will be the first Union to stop the wo retreat. At this
National Conference you must give a lead to all your districts.
As an immediate practical mﬂm the Communist Party pro-
?om that your Conference adopt, work and fight for the
ollowing ds:—

1. Terminate the present Agreement, and demand an
increase in wages of 80 % above 1914 rates. Remember the
Board of Trade latest figures shew that the cost of living is
still 80 % above 1914.

2. Demand the Cancellation of the accumulated arrears
of standard profits, which anmount to millions of pounds. These
are a burden which Stephen Walsh vigorously profested against
at your Conference in June 1921. )

3. Call upon the Labor Party to join you in an agitation to
enforce the operation of the Sankey Report, and Natio-
nalization of the Mines.

4. Call upon the General Council of the Trade Union
Congress to join you in an agitation against the attempts to
lenlghen your hours.

.
The Seven Hour Day must Be Maintained.
Remember in every statement of the Coal Owners, in

_gevery speech of their representatives in or out of Parliament,

they are insisting that if you want higher wages you must
work longer hours.

Remember you still have 70,000 unemployed. The Owners’
statement of dimmishin% output is false. Your output for the
week ending October 21st. was the highest for three years,
5,355,400 tons as co red with 4,236, tons three years ago.
Yet in spite®of these facts the owners dare to talk of lengthening
your working hours.

Miners! Private enterprise cannot give you a livipg wage.
Miners! Let your New Year slogans be:

A Living Wage for Mipers.

No Lengthening of Hours.

Nationalization of the Mines.

The Executive Comumittee of the Communis:
. Party of Great Britain.
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