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economy is by far not yet cured, we are emdtering upon a slow
but entirely purposeful phase of reconstruction.

The limits of a short article do not permit us {o deal
exhaustively with all sides of our economic life. We shall
therefore only allem{)t by a few stateménts to show the increase
in the production ol our couniry.

Let us take the textile industry: In 1921, especially at the
end of the year, this industry pass through very severe times
as a resulf of the market crisis. In 1 we see signs of
improvemer.. lu the first half ot 1921, our cotton factories
produced a total o1 589,000 puds of cotton thread and 1 million
arshin of cotton goods (an arshin equals about 31 inches). In
the first half ot 1922, the production was increased to 1,675,000
puds of cotton thread an(r 232 million arshin of cotton goods.

Our naphtha industry from which we were effectively
cut off antil May, a'so shows marked signs of improvement.
In the second halz of 1920, the naphtha industry passed through
very abnormal conditions 1 consequence of the insufficient food
supplies prevailing at that time and the unfavourable condition
of the national economy in general

When in 1921, the situation improved, this improvement
w-- immediately expressed m the output of naphtha.

It is to be seen-from the statements as to the production
of naphtha in Baku, that in the second half of 1920, 71,642,000
uds of naphth. were produced; in the second half of 1921
96,580,00() puds As regards the activities of the factories in the
Baku district there were in the 2nd half of 1920, 24,252,000 puds
of naphtha prepared and in the second half of 1921, 59,435,000
puds. In the second chief centre of the naphtha industry, in
Grosni, a similar growth is to be perceived. In the second half
of 1920, the amount of naphtha extracted amounted to 34,432,000
puds and in the second half of 1921, this increased to 40,420,000
puds. A similay improvement is to be recorded in the Grosny
district, in the manufacture of prepared naphtha. In the second
half of 1920, the quantity prepared amounted to 16,176,000 puds
and in the secour? half of 1921 {o 28,889,000 puds.

Our coal wdustry is also making considerable progress.
In the Yirst halt of 1920 the gross product amounted to 210
million puds; in the first half of 1921, {o 26l millions puds; in
the first hali ot the current year it reached 321 million puds.
1t is worth whiie mentioning that in 1920, the number o E_lt-
workerg, especially of coa) miners continually increased, while
in 1924 the number continually declined The number of coal
hewers in 1922, although a little more than in 1921, is still less
than in 1920,

On the one hand we see a reduction in the number of
workers and on the other hand an increase in the output. “That
proves in the ciearest maouer the raising of the productivity
of labor, but as in the coal industry .so alsg in the naphtha
imdustry a gradual improvement in the technfque of production
and in the quality of the product itself is to be recorded. In the
Don basin we are alremﬁ;r about to introduce coke production.

Although the remaining branches of industry just as those
mentioned are still very far from the narmal standard of pro-
duction, we can claim, that the danger point has been passed,
that we are on the road to the restoration of cur national
economly and are advancing steadily.

The position of the proletariat is closely connected with
the revival of our industry. Since July of this year. real wages
have gradually begun to increase. The wages of the transport
workers in re{ation to the real wages in March, have increased
in June by 1680 % and in July by 22 %. The real wages of
the industrial workers increase(( during the same period by 12
and 9 per cent respectively.
consideration by the workers in other countries.

While real wages in all the rich bourgeois countries have
continually fallen, with us, the first steps in economict recon-
struction have already brou%ht about an imprqovement in the
position of the working population. But in order to be impartial
m estimating the results of our reconstruction we must observe
that the process of reconstruction is chiefly carried on at the
expense of the originally existing capital of the country. And
for the time being there is no other source available. Foreign
capital holds back from Russian operations. We have not
succeeded up to the present in obtaining large credits. The
restoralion of our national economy which has been destroyed by
the imperialist and civil wars, must therefore be solely carried
out by means of our own powers and our own capital.

Comrade Rykov in is report to the Moscow .Committee
of the Commumst Party of Russia, and in his article on the
economic position of the country (Ekonomitcheskaya .Shizn
No. 221 and 222) quotes some very plain figures concerning the
diminution of our capital in connection with reconstruction.

These facts should be taken into _

\ : T~
.Comrade Rykov stafes that our stock of steel whi .
anuary 1921 amounted to 22 million' puds hadchugntgh'hlf '
anuary 1922, yone down to 8,263,000 puds: The sai. :' Iy
applies to our cotion reserves., On the 1st of January 192, ',‘1"3
amounted to 8,576,257 puds, but on the Ist of August iy
only 4,500,600 puds. Our store of rubber amounted ., ,°

Ist ot January 1922, to 71,821 puds; on the 15th of Se ~‘.I.l,,lg;:‘

to only 60,000 puds, etc., etc. These are plain figures. Bi i), |
was no other course; we have no other sources: Indus(;. nrm
however, be restored at any price. This reconsiruction . (::lsl 4

It is true it is a dai .. 11

possible at lhgl expense of capital. rong
1

[)henomenon. 1 the event of the stocks not being repl.. .
he future we shall be threatened with the collapse of . ”,.,'n»
branches of industry. It is a matter of course that in . ywl:,s(
this, the Soviet government is doing everything in o) 1 0

restore those brauches of our-economy which in the futi. .
be able to replace these shortages in our capital. This @y
by no mtalns an easy one and demands the exertion of .
powers, fhe output of much energy, unceasing labor . ,
carefui frugality with all our resources. Slowly but surc
rocess is going en, slowly but surely we are marchiny ey
orwards. S

Three Indusirial Viclories
By L. V. (Moscow).

The Utkina Electric Works.

Petrograd—which a number of foreign communist, .
bably remember as a dead city—is being restored raptdl, i,
central telephone station, burned down last year, (probuii, y
malevolent hands), is nearly rebuilt. Nearly al{ the bridges of :he
capital, which had been furrowed with deep: ruts, have been put

into good condition again,—and there are more than two t.dred
of thent. And naw a new electric plant has just been in~ il
the construction of which was begun in 1914, interrupted i 1115,

and finally resumed in 1920 by the Supreme ‘Economic t «uidl
under untold difficulties. It was necessary to gather tuue her
most expeus - materials, and to call on the Army of | ubor,
Later there wus a scarcity of skilled labor, which however traned

itself right on _the spot. . Cerfain dock-yard workers iwcame

valuable technical aids to the engineers. Each day they !d t,

invent and find more simple ways of doing thing, for wi ! :he
lacl((i of materials and lack -of knowledge, there were many m--takes
made, . - /
The plant has been functioning since the 8th of O ..er.
At the present time it is producing 4,500 kilowatts of el rl
energy per day, It will use up about twelve million puds ot ;-
per year, with which it will be furnished by the rich turf in 'he
neighborhood of the city. y

"Fhe consfruction of the Qukina Electric Works is a + .« ry-‘
for the Petrograd workers and a step towards the reconstrction

and electrification of the region.
»

The first automobile leaves the socialized factories

) Another ecanomic victory: The large automobile con-iruc-
tion factory of the Stste, situated at Fili (8 kilometers from ‘'ns

cow), the construction of which was begun in 1916, and oun - ik
pleted this Kear by the Supreme Economic Council, likewis: e
brated on the 8th of October, the completion of the first a1

bile entirely constructed in its workshops. .
offered by the factory “to Comrade lgalinine, president « 1€
All-Russian Executive of Soviets, who is still called more . n>

cratically the Starosta (The Elder). The car in question L1 ' 1Y

Russian workers, with only Russian materials, is a magn et
40 HP seven-seater. - &

The factory at Fili expects to build twenty more au "> 2

biles in 1922. Its program of construction is much great 1of
the following years. In 1923 it hopes to produce two the ind
cars and another thousand in 1924.

. And the first aeroplane.

On the 13th of October, at the aerodrome of Khodyn/ . |
first aeroplane of Russian construction, especially built for ' 1%
senger transportation, made its. first flight .. .. And 2
plished the third victory of Soviet industry, '

The aeroplane, ‘which weighs 98 puds (one pud = 10 ~*

rams) can carry a load of sixty puds, and accomplish a ot
‘tinuous flight of ¥i

per hour. - It was built according o the plans,~and undcr the
“direction of the inventor, the pilot-V. N, Khjonl. :

ve hours at an average speed of 140 kilomciers
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"Five Years of Russian Revolution and

the Prospects of the World Revolution’
(Comrade Lenin’s Speech)

Plenary session of November 13th.

** The session is opened al noon. The great
Andreyevsky hall is crowded. Lenin's appearance is
awaited with strained atiention. When the leader of the
Kussian Revolution and of the world proletariat appears
in the hall, he is welcomed with enthusiastic ovations,
neverending cheers. All present rise to welcome Comrade
Lenin. The delegates sing the ** International”.

Comrade Lenin delivers the following speech:

Comrades! 1 have been named as chief speaker on the
list, but you will understand that after my long iliness 1 am
not m a pogition to give a long report. The theme:  Five years
of Kussian revolution and the prosﬁeds of the world revolu-
ton " 1s much too extensive to be exhausted any one speaker
in the course of a single speech. I shall therefore select a small
part of the material,—the question of the New Economic Policy.
the greatest imporiance, at least for
me it 15 of the greatest importance, as 1 am working on it just
now. | shall therefore speak on the subject: How did we begin the
zgu‘ t conomic Policy, and what results have we obtained by

is policy?

If 1 am to begin with how we began this New Economic
Policy, 1 must go back to an article wriiten by me in the year
1918 At the beginning of 1918 I had polemically touched upon
the (uestion of what attitude we were to adopt towards state
apitalism. At that time 1 wrote: ‘ State capttalism is a step
lorward compared with the present economic position of the
Sovier Kepublic "—that is, compared with the economic situation

al that time. 1f we could introduce state capitalism within six

monihs, that would be a great success, and the best guarantee
that within a year Socialism would be firmly established and
unconqyuerable among us.”

In the year 1918 1 was thus of the opinion that, in com-
f_anwu with the economic position of the Soviet Republic at that
me, State Capitalism would be a step forward. That may sound
Yery strange and even absurd, for at that time we adopted new
onnmic measures daily, as quickly as possible, probably too
Jum\l\, measures which were distinctly socialist measures. And
espile this 1 expressed the opinion that State Capilalism signi-
'fd a step forward as compared with the economic situation
o the Soviet Republic at that time.

den. | cxplained the idea further by simply enumeratin% the
cmenss of Russia’s economic structure. In my opinion these

;liellm'nls were: in the first place patriarchal ,that is, those fur-
$hed by the most primitive. forms of agriculture; and secondly,

" eyerything thoroughly. But a

production on a small scale; to this category belong the majority
of peasants dealing in corn. Thirdly, private capitalism; fourthly,
state capitalism; fifthly, Socialism.

All of these economic elements were represented in Russia
at that time. And so | set myself the task of explaining the
relations of these elements to one another, and of ascertaining
whether we should not perhaps estimate a non-socizlist element,
i.e., State Capitalism, higher than Socialism.

| repeat ghat 1t appears strange to everyone that a nou«
socialist element should appear to %x higher, and should be
acknowledged as higher than socialism, in a republic which
has declared itself to be socialist.

But the matter becomes clear when you remember that
we did not consider Russia’s condition to be final, but fully
recognized that: in Russia we have first the patriarchal system
of agriculture, that is, the most primitive form, and then the
socialist form. The question is, what role can state capitalism
play under these circumsiances?

1 further asked myself which of these elements was
stronger. It is clear that in a petty bourgeois mulieu the predo-
minant element is petty bourgeois in character. The question
which 1 asked myself was what is our attitude to state capi- .
talism? And my own reply was: state capitalism, although not
socialistic, would be more favourable for Russia than the present
form. ~This means that even then we understood, to a certain
degree, that it would be better for us to arrive soon at state
capitalism, and later, to direct Socialism.

1 musi lay special emphasis on this part, for | believe that
this alone enables us to explain what the present economic policy
represents; secondly, we can draw from it very useful practical
conclusions for the Communist International. 1 am not ?repared
to say that at that time we already had our plans ol retreat
ready. This is not what was meant. The few lines of my pole-
mical article were no plan of retreat at that time. No mention
was made of free trade—a most important point and one of
fundamental importance for state capitalism—but nevertheless
there is a vague general idea of a retreat in it. And I am of the
opinion that we, as a communist International, as the Inter-
national of the Western European, advanced countries, must take
this into consideration.

At the present time, for instance, we are occupied with
the program. For my part I believe that we should do best if
we were {o first subject all programs to our judgment,—and not
tome to any hasty decision this year. hy? One reason
i of course that in my opinion we have not yet thought out
ial reason is that we have
scarcely taken the thought of a retreat, or of securing the retreat,
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into conederation at all. We should not ogly consider how we I now pass to our social factors. The peasantry 15 ., "
are tooact when we make an attack and are immediately vic-  the most important.  Iu 1921 the great peasany uu”“
torious.  In revolutionary times that 18 not so very difficult.  were dissatisfied. After this came the famine, the very ;,"::‘
Lo the course of a revolution therge are always moments when the  trial for the peasantry. Aad naturally all the foreign nir
cocnn loses hus head: 1we utihize this moment for attack, we may  exclaimed with one voice: We told you so. That is the ., lelts
easiy gam the victory. But tirere 1s no certainty in this, for  socialist cconomy . . . . They naturally ascribed the fatnige ’:1
the coenty, having thought the matter over, collects his forces. the civil war. All mc.lan.downerl and the bourge, . .. Whu
He st then very ikely to provoke us to attack, and then to defeat  attacked us in 1918, maintained that the famine way . . mullt,
Us Toi 1dny years. %he idea of the necessity of providm!; for a of the socialist economics. And how is the matter pow cler thy
retreat s of great importance, not only from a theoretical stand-  unusual and unexpected misfortune? It seems to me :

pomt. Lrom a pracucal standpoint it 18 also necessary that all
parties thinking of making direct attacks on capitalism in the
near future should occupy themselves with the need of securing
the retreat
| shall now pass to the
Results of our New Economic Policy.

| repeat: Ay that time, in 1921, this was still a vague idea.
Alter we had brought the most unportant phase of the civil war
to an end, and to a victorious end, there came a great— and
1 believe the yreatest—internal rolitial crisis in Soviet Rusgia:
not alone were great masses of the peasantry dissatisfied, but
also yreat masses of workers. What caused this discontent? The
cause was that we had gone too far with our economic demands,
that we had sot secu our base, that the masses felf what we
did not yet know how to consciously formulate.

After a very short time we aiso realized that the direct transi-
tion to purely socialist distribution of goods exceeded our powers, that
we should {)reak down if we could wot find a line of retreat
enabling us to coufine ourselves to easier tasks.

ﬁx the spring of the same year we decided unamimously
— 1 did not observe any great differences on the subject—to adopt
the New LEconomic Policy.

What is the result? Has our line of retreat really benefitted
us and saved us? Or is this not the case; is the result indefinite?
I believe that this leading question is of the highest importance
for all communist parties, for 1f it 1s to be answered in the
wegative, we are all ruined. | believe that we can all reply in
the affirmative to this question with an easy conscience.
enoc-and-a-half years whi have passed since that time have
posttively demounstrated that we have passed this test.

I now pass to the proofs. To do this | must make a brief
survely of eve of Russian economics.

First 1 take up the financial system and the famous
Russian rouble. | believe that we can call the Russian rouble
famous, if for no other reason, then because the number of these
roubles now exceeds a quadrillion. That is something in itself
An astronomical figure... | am sure that you do not even all
know how much that 1.

But fromt an cconomic standpowst we do mot cousider the
aumber ol roubles of unporfance, the noughts can be crossed
out .. We have already performed wonders i this direction,
and 1 am convinced that during the further course of evenis we
shall perform even imtcr ones. What is really of imporiance
is the stabilization of our currency. If we succeed in stabilizing
the rouble for a long period, and then permanently, we have won.
Then these astronomical figures, the trillions and quadrillions
are nothing whatever. Then we can establish our ecomomics on
solid ground, and practice them om a firm basis.

ith regard to this question | believe | am in a position
to state rather important and decisive facts. In 1921, the period
during which the paper rouble was stabilized lasted lesg thau
3 months; in 1| the period has already lasted over five
months, and fhe year is not yet ended. [ believe that this fact
speaks for itsell. The figures which | have just stated prove
that since last year, when we stood at the beginming of our New
Economic Policy, we have learned how to advance. When we
have once learned that, | am sure that we shall lmow how to make
further progress, unfess we comunit some particularly stupid
€rrors.

lhus, although our really systematic and properly formu-
lated economic activity is only commencing now, we have none
the less been successful in increasing the period. of stabilization
from three to five months, so that [ think | have a right to sa
that we can be well satisfied. For we stand alone.™ We ractivec{,
and still receive, no loans. Not one of these wonderful capitalist
states, which have arranged their capitalist economics to such
good purpose that lh\‘e/y now do not know where to turn, lends
us a helping hand ith the Versailles Peace they have created

a linancial system which they themselves do not understand.
1] these wonderjul capitalist states carry on thelr economics in
such a manner, then | am sure that we, the backward, the un-
educated, ~1ay be well satisfied with having known how to
accomplish the most important feat,—the stabilization of the

rouble. Aud this is not merely provu{ theoretically in discussion,
it is an actual fact

41
auswer lies plainly before us, for the peasantry hasg uu(l *
succeeded in overcoming the famine in one year, but 1. 2isy
delivered up the taxes in kind to such an extent that we hawy
up to now received hundreds of millions of puds, almos¢ Withog
the need of using force. The risings among the peasaniry (o
conmton occurence in Russia up to 1921) have almos( iy
pletely ceased. We may confidently assert that the peasayy
are now satisfied with their condition. And we believe fhat
such proofs are much more important than any statistica’ jroofy
The position among the peasantry at the present time . such
that we have no fear of amy movements against us whateyy
It is of course possible that the peasantry may have Cuinplyg,
against or be dissatisfied with our regime, but there is bsulutely
no thought of any complaints against us i
peasantry as a whole.
) As regards light indusiry, | may counfidently state 1y,
general improvement is to be noted. all-round improvement
in the position of light industries is accompanied by 4 disting
unproventent of the position of the workers in Petrograd and
w. This is less the case in other districts, where heayy
industry predominates, and the position is not so favorable
The third question is the heavy indusiry. 1 must say thy
the position is more difficult here. A slight hpmnmx{m
in the year 1921 to 1922. We may thus hope that the gear
ture offers better prospects. We have already collected a pn
of the requisite means for this purpose. In a ‘capifahisi couniy
an improvement of the ition of &he heavy mdusiti would
certainly demasd ,a loas hundreds of mullions. There would
be no thought of an’ improvement otherwise. We have obtained
no such loan, we have obtained nothing. Ew ing which ha
been written aboat concessions and so forth is omly pa

u
to now. *Despite this we succeeded in a modest mp
ing, and our commnercial acti i for us a ceruu

activity has

capital, of about 20 million gold roubles. Af any rate a beginning
has been made. Our commercial activity gives us the mean
which we require for the improvement of our heavy indusin.
But this is stil a dream of the future. At present our heay
industry is in a sad condition. But I believe it _is of decisive
significance that we are able to save something, and tha we
shall coniinue fo save. It will often emough be at the expeas
of the population. We are 'otkiitownd- decreasing our siakt
budget, our state apparatus. | 1] say a few words later m
the state apparatus. We are aware that without the restoration
of heavy in'z;ry we h::: no indusiry at all. Without the hnmz
industry we are completely lost as an independent country,
we know. The sole salvation for Russia is not only good crop
for the peasantry, not omly favourable comditions for hfm ™
dustries. We uire the heayy i And it will ne
severa) decades of work to set it properly ﬁoing. If we have 0
heavy industry we are ruined as a civilized country—I1 will sol
even speak of a socialist country. And in this respect we haw
taken the decisive step. The commencement made this year i
but small. The m:;&whidr we have collected is less thu
20,000,000 gold rou

I beﬁeve I am justified in drawing from the above te
general conclusion that the New Ecomomic Policy has already
yielded a plus quantity. The proof is already given in that we it
in a posttion to carry on trade as a state, to maintaw fi®
positions in agriculture and industry, and to make prog:ess
practical activity proves this.

For five years we have held our power, and we have bet
at war for almost the whole of the five years. This i3 tl‘ﬂ];
prehensible, as the peasantry as a whole was in our favor ot
perceived that behind the ites stands the landowncr,
they hate beyond anything on earth.  But this was noqhmz‘ ¥
it was only a question of whether the should be in the N
of the landowners or of the peasants. That is not enough for
They comprehend that we have taken over the power lor“ta
worﬂzn, and that we aim at the opment of a sociihst r’tmf
of society by means of this power. For us the most import
question has therefore been, ecomomic preparatiom for a?mn»
socialism. We oould not take a direct course for this ¢l
tion, but have been obliged to take an indirect one. culiaf

The state capitalism which we have created is 4 e
one; it does not ocorrespond to the usual comception 0

{
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m. We have all the highest itions of command in our  Russian revolution, we have the oppartunity of learniny. | d

:‘:ﬁl\}:h:vr have the land and soil; this betongs to the state. This y ‘the i

most important, though our opponents pretend that it 18 of no
. mficance. They are entirely wrong. It is very unportant that
:f‘,f ground belongs to the stale; it is also of the greatest prac-
tical significance, for economic pctivng' and for other reasons.
We have already been successful in ren enni‘our peasaniry satis-
fied, n improving trade and industry. ur state capitalism
dlft;xs from state capitalism literally understood, in our havmﬁ
got only the ground 1 the hands of the proletarian state, but a
he most important branches of industry. A few small parts
only. mostly small and medium indusirial undertakin 8, have been
kased by us; everything else remains in our hands. With regard to
trade | should like o emphasize that we are endeavouring to found
piaed companies, and have already founded such,- -that is, com
anies in which one part pf the capital belongs 1o private capita
ists. these being foreigiers, and the other part {o us. In the
first place this gives us an opportunity to learn what we need
jo do if we are to carry on trade, and in the second place we
always possess the power of dassolving the company, so that
we risk nothing, so 10 speak. There is no doubt that ‘we have
committed an enormous number of foolish errors, and will doubt
fess comnmil more. Nobody can judge of that better or more ob
ectively than 1 . ... Why do we commit these foolish errors?

us 18 comprehensible: 1. we are a ba_ckward country; 2. educa
tion 1s at a minimum; 3. we are without help. No avilized
country helps us; on the contrary, they all work against us,
4 there is the question of the state apparatus. We took
over the old state apparatus. But that was our misforune. As
s matter of fact it oiten happens that at the top where we posses
state power, the state apparatus functions well; but further down
the machinery works against us. Here nething can be done in a
short time, that is certain. Here we must work for several years,
o perfect the apparatus, and to devel new life orees
which we must bring into it. We are doing this at a iurl{
rapid pace, perhaps too rapid. Soviet schools and workers’ facul-
fies have been established, many hundreds of thousands of young
people are learning, are learning too quickly perhaps. If we are
not working 100 rapidly, then within a few years we shall have a
large number of young people capable of changing the apparatus
down to its fonndations. i .-

Should our opponents perhaps be inclined to throw it in ous
faces that Lenin himself admiis that an emormous number of
foolisli errors have been committed, 1 should like fo reply: Yes.
but do you know, our foolish actions are of a very different kind
from yours. We have just started to learn, and we are learning 80
systcm;nicnltlz.thal we are sure of allaining results. But if our
oppoucnts, t is, the capitalists, and the iseroe‘ of the Second
International, relate the foolish errors we have commiitted, | can
give here an example taken from a famous Russian author. |
shall alter this example a little, so that it has the following aspect:
When the iki do anything foolish, the Bolschevik says:
Twice two are five. But when the o] ts, that ig, the umznr
lists and the heroes of the Second International, do aamything
foolish, they say: Twice two is a tallow candle. This is not
difficult to prove. Let us take for instance the agreement with
Koltchak, the treaty agreed to by America, England, Fragce, and
Japan. Are there any states in the world better educated or more
powerful than these? And they promised to help Koltchak. That
was a fiasco which even hmmi{"’“ liability fo err cannot explain.
And as a second example: the Versailles Peace. What have the
dvilized powers done here? How can they now find any way out
of the confusion and absurdity? 1 believe it to be no exaggeration
when | repeat that our foolish actions are as nothing in com
parison with those committed by the capitaliet world in combi-
nation with the Second International. 1| am therefore of the
opinion that
the prospects of the world revolution are good.

And, with one condition, 1 believe they will become
better stiN,

In 1921 we passed a resolution at the Third Congress,
relating to the development of the organization of the Communist
Parties and fo the methods and content of their work. The reso-
lution ig excellent. But it is almost completely Russian, that is,
It originates entirely from the Russian phase. Therein lies the
good of the resolution, but also the bad, for it is almost imcom-
prehensible to a foreigner. 1. it is too long, it has 50 or more
with the Russian spinit; and 3., should an exceptional foreigner
@n understand it; g:nh too Russian, too completely impregnated
with the Russian spirit. And 3., should an 1 foreigner
;i:lederstlnd the resolution, he cam&in fuliﬁl it. h, e have not found
e way of passing on the results of our Russian experience
directly to the fo . . And if we cannot do this, we can make
10 progregs. I be it to be of the greatest importance for us
tl, Russians and foreigners alike, that now, after five years of

know how long the cxg)ilalial powers will allow us the possitniit
of learning quietly. But we must utilize every moment 1 whic
we are free from mulitary activity, from war, for learning. We
Russians know how to learn . . ..

The whole party, and all social strata i Russia, prove th s
by their striving after education. It is a moot pounrt whether 11 s
proletarian or bourgeois culture 1 do not exactly see how that is
to be decided. But in any case, in my opinion, what we first
ueed is reading and writing, and proper compreheusion of what
is read. Abroad they do not require this any longer. They nacd
something higher. And what is required moat of all 1s that wh.. 'y
we wrote resardmg the development of the organizations of 1l e
Communist Parties. Our foreign comrades signed this witho.:
reading it, without understanding it. To learn (o understand it
should be their first task. They must absorb a prece of Russian
cxperience. How will this be done? Perhaps the Fascisti in
Haly may for instance render us good service in this connection,
and enlighten the ltalians on the poipt that they are not so very
cultured, since black bands still pervade the country. | am con
vinced that in this sense we must say not onl of the Russians,
but that for other countries ton the exigencies o? the coming period
demand above all that they learn. We learn .u a general sense
Ihey must learn ‘n a quite specific sense. in arder o really cont
prefrend the orgamization, the coustruction, the metliods, the sub-
stance of the revolutionary work. When (hey do this, then 1 am

convinced that the prospects of the world revolution will not
only be good, but excellent

Conclusion
of Clara Zetkin’s Speech

(Radio to “Imprecorr.”.)

Moscow, November (4.
Comrade Neurath (Czecho-Slovakia) opens the session
Comrade Zetkin concludes her s : “Five years of Russian
revolution and the prospecta am world revolution” The
Bolscheviki have employed force, but they have not maintained
themselves by force onfy. Comm:nism can only be realized on
international lines. The world revolution canmot advance at a
run. Errors of calculation i the pace can be compensated again
by perseverance and manoeuvring. A pwdus vivend! had to be
found in dealing with the Russian peasantry and with world

capitalism.

speaker goes on to refer to the new economic policy,
and points out that the agrarian policy of the Russian reve-
lution is an object lesson of Marxist thought The hunger for
land under which 80 per cent of the peasant population suffered
was utilized as a revolutionary factor. The weakness of the
central power the lack of modern largescale agricultural
undertakings, and of an up-to-date peasant proletariat, deter-
mined the agrarian icy adopted by the Russian government.
The electrification the coun:z is the best agrarian reform,
accelerating the evolution towa comumunism. nitial aim
of the Russian revolutien was the socialization of large in-
dustrial undertakings, of the means of transport, the banks,
and foreign trade; also the control of . Russia was
forced info war-communism by the counter-revolutionary imter-
ventions. Despite this it has maintained more than its initial
position. The concessioned industries will never become
masters of the house, as the state power is always on the side
of the worker. 1o Soviet Russia the political power of the
proletariat rules. The eifht hour day, the socialized industries,
the development of social legislation, and the education of the
le, have broug:_[mabout an improvement in the position of the
proletariat. In ny, on the other hand, the coalition is
working towards placing industry in the hands of the Stinnes
party, towards doing away with the ei%a;“l::unr day, and for
Abollshing the aodalqnws; the masses of workers, unable
to ward off the catastrophe of the falling mark, sink into utter
want and destitution. Soviet Russia is the highest type of the
proletarian state. The policy of the Russian Communist Party
is the consequent realization of Marxism. At the same time
unity with the masses is preserved We must learn from the

revolutionary idealism of the Russian proletariat. (Applause.)

Bela Kun speaks to the following effect: The task of the
rticipators in the congress is not omly tfo deliver speec_hee?i
mt fo make history. roneous theories have beea deriv
from Russian ces. The communn? of ttl}:e west_mgé:
learn the actuality of revolutionary policy from the experien
of the Russian ¥tvoluﬁon. The reason why the Hungarian

i unable to maintain itself lay not caly in the
mpt:::;::mwcmfryoﬂmmlmeofv

retreat,
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but in the lack of leadership through an organized communist
party. That was the chief deficiency of the Hungarian Soviet
republic.  The Russian Communist Party is the creation of
decades of revoluvonary struggle. It has adhered strictly to its
cluss character, and has became a real party of the whole working
people. At Gorliz  the  German ocial Democratic Party
mamtaimed that 1t was the people’s party, but in reality it is the
party ol the petty bourgemsie, and thus simultaneously the
servant ut the greater bourgeoiste. The Russian commuisls are
the represcitatives of the Russian working people. The first
condions tenderg tns possible were first, the carrying out
of a revolutionary policy, and secondly the mobility of the party
otyanizations.  All opportunisis were removed from the party
before the revolution; the  Menshevili in  confact with the
wotkers went over 10 the Bulsheviki during the revolution. Only
the wtellectuals remained with the Mensheviki. Faith in the
feaders s the first premise or discipiline.  Moscow ie no school
for Prussian corporals. But those who cannot keep discipline are
bad recrunts for Communisin.  1he subjective premise for the
world revolution depends on the creation of revolutionary groups
of real workers' leaders. Ihese groups will form the vanguard
of the commumst army

Trotzky

Lhe evening session opened at six. Comrade Trotzky in
lus speech said that the ceutral political aim of every party was
the conquest of political power. In the Second [nternational
this was merely a direcuve idea having very little bearing on

ractice. In Russia, on the other hand, this idea was a practical
act of revolutionist political strategy. ‘The civil war did not
begin in Russia unul after the conquest of political power by
the proletariat. It was only after the proletariat had seized
power that the real significance of political power became clear to
the Russian bouryeoisie, the rich peasants, the middle peasants,
and the petty bourgeousie.

In western countries there 1s a reversed sequence of
events. In ltaly, said Comrade Irotzky, we see a complete
counter-revolution, although there has not been a complete
revolution. In the west, the bourgeoisie is already or yanizin
all 1ts forces against the revolutionary pr oletariat, and the result
of this will be that after the victory ofyt[)e proletariat the counter-
revolution will no longer have any reserves. The Communists
of western lands will find the conquest of power more difficult
than did the Russians, but it will be easier lor them to maintain
p()\hk‘l

Our tactics in the civil war were sound because we secured
the support of the peasantry, whereas {he democrats were the
organizers of the counter-revolution.

For the building up of a new economic system, these
factors were of primary importance: the degree of development
of the forces of production, the cultural leve of the proletariat,
and the political situation upon a national and upon an inter-
national scale. Russia was in such a situation that political
necessitics often made it umpossible to pay due attention to eco-
pomic considerations. That was why War Communism had come
into existence

War Communism was uot adpoted for the development of
the forces of production. 1f the world revolution had taken place
i 1010, evolution would have taken a different course in Russia.
Nevertheless, we have secured noteworthy results. The land 1s
in our possession; the Workers' State has the means of transport
at itg disposal, foreign commerce is a State monopoly, We
have the Red Army ,the administration, the schools.

When the civii war’came to an end, we were compelled
in the capitalist environment to apply capitalist mothods. We
had to build up the new economic system of a new class by the
old methods 0} the old capitalism. This led us to NEP. (New
tconomic D’olicy) which was not merely a concession to the
peasaniry, but was a necesary phase of socialist evolution,

In Russia both a socialist and a capitalist accumulation
are now in progress. What are our means of power in this
struggle? 'ch Worker’s State has political power and a
socialized large scale industry; Russian capitalism is supported
by world capitalism. Despite  the un avourable economic
situation, more than one million workers are engaged in State
enterprises. There are only 80,000 workers employed in the
undertakings that have been leased. The State underiakings are
better equipped and worked than the private undertakings. As

far as commerce is concerned, the situation is less favourable; -

but even here State commerce comprises 70 per cent. of all the
commerce in the country.

As to the concessions, I must own that there has been
much discussion of this matter, but the concessions have not been
extensive. There is no oq»orlunity for the capitalists to work
in accordance with broadly conceived plans; they live only
from day to day; the danger involved b capitalism in Russia
is much less serious than the danger wKich in western States

e

—

:hreatens the capital}stn from the approach of the worli reyq,
ion.
Otto Bauer Frophesied as long ago as the year |

Soviet Russia would become a democratic republic. Iu u“,lh;:
recognized the dictatorship of the roletariat and r gy

the victory of the world revolution. Bauer always has Iy

full of prophecies; now he announces that our willin, iy

recognize the old debts is tantamount to a capitulation. \ . ry
that anyone who wishes to incur new debis is ul p’

recognize old ones. il

If Bauer thinks that the Soviet Power is an u. ..y
form for the development of capitalism in Russia, w wﬁb
lhat is (he very reason why we defend the pu u;i','

dictatorship. Every dominant power, the bourgeoisic lesy
than others, has made concessions to subordinate clas~i. [y
working class, which is now the dominant power in Kisag y
making concessions to the bour coisie. We are not mak..y (.
cessions in perpetuity, but merely for a transitional veri«i oy
the world revolution” comes to our aid. '

The yield of our labor is at the present time s tequg
This might be thought a strong argumenl against us. W« pog
out, however, that revolution has always been an expen-. .. w

of transforming an economic system, and that the | repgd

bourgeois revolution made the condition of the people w 15 i
several decades.

But the cost of the revolution is not in produine e

penditure. The characteristic of the present situation may b
summed up by saying that the working class is not yet <o efent ]
to seize power, whereas the bourgeosie has already bevonme i
competent. But the chief reason why the working clas s
competent to seize power is that the influence of l&utsl\nm ove
the working class is still far too great. The present «:iss of
capitalism is not due to any accidental concaten.a: on
circumstances; it is the historical crisis of capitalism Whq
the Third Congress was held, there was still a danger df
Leftism; now we have to defend the Communist Ioternationd
against the danger of stagnation. Should the coalition .f the
Left come mnto power in France, and gshould the liberals uud the
Labor Party form a joint government in Britain, theie isd
danger of the coming of a new period of democratic 1llusion
In that event, we must remain a Party of naked truth, the only
Party which does not attempt to humbug the workers.

Frossard says that the Party is “a great friendshp” bt
the Party can only become a great friendship when 1 hu
undergone a thorough weeding out.

-

Bordiga on Fascism
(Radio to *“ Inprecorr™.)

Moscow, November ib,

After the sitting was opened, Bordiga (Italy) spoke &
tascism. He pointed out that Fascism .is a classical cxam
of the capitalist offensive. Fascism was founded by the wif
interventionists, The economic crisis of the post-war pendy
encouraged this trend of feeling in the bourgeoisie. | asasd
first took up the offensive in the agrarian_districts, where ¥
cialist communal authorities, the Socialist Party, and the n%
union organizations, had locally almost realized the dictatorsiyf
Villages and small towns w.ve not able to defend thumsehd
against the military expeuitious of the Fascisti. It was not U
later that the Fascisti proceeded to exercise terror, incendians
ejection of the workers’ leaders, and murder, in their vampaf
against the industrial centres. The associations of inlust
magnates, the large agrarian owners, as also the medium iand
owners, officiers and petty bourgeoisie, tradesmen and lult pn
letarians, all joined the Fascisti. Fascism rules on the pretend
of representing national unmity. It is supported by three 10
Firstly by the state, which gained time to organize the 1 asod
and the I{oyal Guard by means of democratic pseudo-cou vssi®
during the demobilization crisis. Where the Fascisti Jid o
defeal the workers, there the state disarmed the workcis
the time of the occupation of the factories, Giolitti and N
embodied the pseudo-democracy. The sécond su rting 140100
the aid of the ﬁreater bourgeoisie and the big andow i 1S 4
third factqr is the skilful organization of the disappointe:! midd
class. THe bourgeois partics possessed no serious organ: 241%
Fascism created such. Fascism has no positive From»““v
it brings is new men, a new organization; but it follows the
bourgeois policy. The L'ascist trade 'unions, formed witil the
of the employers, work with national demagogy. France (sS%2
Mussolini not only during the war, but is still assistng ¥
with money. '

The main lesson to be learned from events is th: durish
the period of revolution, the state apparafus, alone is ined
for the bourgeoisie. A firmly organized party is require’
well. Facism was pressed forward to a rapid seizure of PO
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by A1l \nternational party crisis, and by the exhaustion of the
Ty lreasury.
P! i(hc sgeaker describes how comrade Topliati, the chief
edien ol the Communist ceniral organ, was almost shot at the
nme b the Irascist seizure of power, but is stll working further
jor 'he party despite this. The position is now clearer than
duie the period of pseudo-democracy. I'he bourgeois parties
qup it Mussolini, the Turati group makes compacis with Mus-
goln. and the state apparatus has entered into a compromisce
wiinn 1he Iascisti, Mussolini intends demobilizing the lascisti.
Dew e oftical freedom of the press the party organs Commu
nisine, ()rdini Nuovo, and Lavoratore, can o_nly appear illegally
at | tosent. The Comununist Party 1s not disbanded, the trade
s are still working. Fascism will not be able to solve the
dittealt problems. Disappointinent will soon be felt. The
s ple of the wor!(mg class will be severe, for Fascism fights
ag it the prolefariat wun the aid of the state apparatus. ['he
ji~ «onditions for our victory is strict discipline, the creation ol
4 wel urganized Communist Party. ‘
~smeral (Czec‘ho-Slovakia) points out that the bourgeoisie
of ¢ cecho-Slovakia is not only planning a 50 per cent reduction in
wag e, but also the closing down of the textile industry. The rise
n ihe exchange value of the crown is a means of doing this. I'he
ecoane crisis has given rise to wide-spread social discontent.
AL e same time the hegemony in its democratic form is {hrcalc—
sed Ly the national minorities, and by the growth of the Commu-
mst Party. The next election will give no national Czech ma'I)O-
v 1he result will be a crisis in parliamentary democracy. he
present government is the last stand of the bourgeoisie. A fight
to the death will follow with the bourgeoisie, leaning on the aid
of the white guard legions and Sokolists, for the dictatorship of
the 1 oletariat,  Our main task is to diminish the social basis of
ihe U zech Fascisti before it comes to this. The slogan of the
unied front and the workers' government is a suitable medium
fur 2aining the pational socialist working masses, who may other-
wise become an aid lo the Czech Fascisti. Our chief task is to
win over the masses. To do this, the primary necessily is inner
consulidation of the party, and a parfy executive which is not
distirbed by the mistrust of an opposition, and is supported by the
confidence of the members. o
Urbans (Germany), contradicts Radek. He maintains that
Radck had rendered the opportunists excellent service by his
words.  The capitalist offensive was much too strongly empha-
sizwl. On the other hand, the defensive of the workers was not
sufficiently accentuated. According to Radek the possibility of
fighting in community with opportunism_exists. For us it is im-
possible, for oppartunism is incaﬁable. Radek attaches too much
importance to negotiations with the heads. But in actual fighting
the united front of the workers is only possible from below, by
which the heads can be temporarily forced to work with the
workers. A disposition already exists towards an action of the
proletariat.  The speaker points to the German Soviet movement
and the creation of control organs. #

The Avant-guard

By O. W. Kuusinen.

What were the principal dangers that threatened to sirangle
the Lirst Proletarian Revolution in Russia during the first years
of its existence? )

First of all, the external and internal enemies of the
Proletarian Revolution were at the door. The second danger lay
in the fear that the revolutionary forces might be dissolved
and dissipated in chaos. o .

The external enemies at the inning were divided into
twa hostile gamps, and the Soviet Governement at that time
suceeded in tying the offensive force of its nearest principal
enciny —German Imperialism—by means of the peace treaty of
Brest Litovsk. To the other enemies of the Proletarian Revo-
luion who were continually cropping up in fresh legions like
the noforious Czecho-Slovakian legron, an insurmountable barrier
w.s erected through the formation of the Red Army. The latter
tioh in itself mecessitated everywhere the guiding activity of
the politically conscious elements. The same thing applies to the
oiher branches of Soviet activity. The entire Soviet organization
was originally a loosely connected elemental force which
necessitated tremendous efforts to transform it gradually into
the mighty Soviet system. Who was capable of giving uniform
gudancg to this work? . .

%is was accomplished by the Russian Communist Party.
The saving of {he Proletarian Revolution was the work of
millions of proletarians. The victorious leadership of these mil-
lins was the task of the Russian Communist Pa_x;?_'. .

A retrospective glance at the task and di ficulties of the
young Soviet Power in its gigantic scope 1s sufficient to give an
mkling of the danger of ¢ sintegration of the revolutionary

forces. When now, in little Austria the great masters of the
2% International and the foremost experts of social-treachery
are continually whining: *we could any day take power into our
hands, but the thousand and one dif iculties of goverming that
would immediately arise would cause us to relinguisn the
power ", one cannot help reflecting: ** Well, what ought our
Russian comrades to say about ther difficulties?”

Our Russian vomrades threw themselves into the immense
Soviet activity without even having a moment's time to talk about
\heir difficulties. lowards the middle of 1918 this slogan was
recognized in all s scope and poignancy, and the slogan of:
“Back into the Party” was the rallying call to the political
vanguard.  The Party organization had for a long ume been
relegated to the backgrouud by the siress of excessive Soviet
work. But it became evident that only the work of the Party
could bring uniformity to the revolutionary aclivity. The
Party was confronted with the dilemma of eil{wr being driven
by l(le elemental process of the revolutionary forces.  Without
reliable guidance the revolution was heading for failure, and
only a strongly welded party organization could effectively
assume the leadership.

The role of the revolutionary workers’ party as the leader
of the class struggle is on the whole one of the most nuportant
facts brought home to us by the example of the Russian Com-
munist Party. At the same time the Russian Communist Party
carried forward the development of A.rxian theory and prac-
tice. 1t is true that the * Communisi Muniles:o” in its day gave
a theoretical outline of the essential tasks of the Communists,
by describing them as ** the most resolute and constant force for
progress in all countries”, who * fi{;ht for the achievement of
the 1mmediate aims and interests of the working class, yet at the
same time see in .. present phase of the movement also it
future . Yet Marx could not lay down any fixed lines of
party organization. At the time of the Commumst Manifesto
and the First International, the Labor parties were as yet either
little sects or lousely connected groupings and currents, not one
of which represented ** the Party in the larger historical sense”.

In the period of capitalist development which followed,
there sprang up in most countries the big Parliamentary lLabor
parties which pursued a reformist policy and were opposed by a
narrow-minded, non-political or politically indifferent, trade-
anionist movement. , The onward march from this embryonic
stage to that of a ‘revolutionary workers’ parly was effected
only through the Russian Bolshevik [Party.

The Russian comrades affectionately described their party
as a vanguard. Indeed this mental picture describes both sides
“of the ro%n: of the party: marching orward at the head of the
fighting masses without loosing contact with the masses,—
standing in the first firing line o} the masses fighting for their
vital inferests, without merging themselves in the masses,

This conception of the role of the party, thanks to the
efforts of the Russian Communist Pary, has become the dominant
viewpoint of the revolutionary labor movement in most countries.
It is true that in the ranks of revolutionary (and semi-revolutio-
nary) Syndicalism a strug le is still going on avainst the
principle that the party should pla{) a leading role in the revolu-
tionary class struggle. Yet at bottom it is not so much a
struggle agawmst the actual leadership of the party, but rather
a wrestling, within the minds of the undeveloped revolutionaries
against their old prejudices. Within the ranks of the Communist
Party the viewpojnt introduced by the Russian Communist Party
is no longer questioned in debate (except perhaps for a few
individual and stubborn opponents).

Yet it is one thing to recognize the correctuess of a

rinciple, and quite another lhin% to carry it out. It can hardly
Ee claimed that all seciions of the Comintern have adopted
this principle in practice. On the contrary, in most countries
there is keen discussion on this question, and partly even on the
qestion whether * under present circumstances " “there should
be any innovations at all introduced in our old working methods.
Properly speaking this was the cause of much of the factional
strife in many sections of our Party, and the difierences of
opinion which have arisen tem orarily between Parties and the
xecutive of the Comintern, This strife and clash of opinion 18
mostly a stimulus to the party on the forward march towards
becoming a truly revolutionary Workers’ Party. )

Thinking of the important lessons the other Commuuist

riies (without exceptionz2 have already learned in this regard
rom the activity of the Russian Communist Party, one comes
back to fhe idea of the urgent necessity of making the most
important experiences of the Russian Communist Party widely
known through popularly written publications. )

This of course, does not mean, that the Russian Com-
munist Party in its development as the vanguard of the pro-
letarian revolution has reached the point of perfection. It is no
secret that the Russian comrades themselves are of an altogether
different opinion, as can be seen from the frank self-criticism
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in all theirr party discussious. No other party reveals such ltalian General Staff, came into force precisely on Augus >
courage in its u{i-criticism-v—aw this of course is a sign of the

political maturity of the Party. . \ ) )
The development of the Russiau Communist Party is far
from complete, yet the way and the manner of its development
are to us extremely edifying. ‘ Through work aad struggle”-
Oh yes, it 1s quite a simple matter to write this down on paper,
but how uncommonly complex in practice. The Russian Com-
munist Party has proved capable of asserting its authority
through wcr{ and s(rugqlc, without auny considerable friction or
conflicts in the ranks. This is one lesson. It took its leading
role 1n all seriousness, moulding the formal relations of Party
members {0 their tasks and to the masses as an organized whole
and substituting technical guindance for bureaucratic inter-
ference. This 18 another lesson. It has constantly striven to
hringonbout the pr division of labor between the Party and
the Soviet organs, linding the fittng work for party members
in every field of activity, finding the suitable forces for any mew
and difficult tasks, and so oa. Finaly there is much to be learned
from the way in which the leading organs of the party have
always been anxious to make timely discovery of any mistakes
that may have been commitied, constantly revising, and
improving, and if need be, altering their forms of activity.

The most weakly developed part of Russian politics was
the ability to make judicious use of the forces availi le. Com-
rade Lenin twenty years ago, in his ‘' Notes on the Cou-
solidation and Development of Revolutionary Activity” lzlve
prominent place to the i tance of a Protgu division of fabor
and proper use of all available forces. [n the course of the lasi
twenty years, Lenin has done more than anyone else in the
matter of organizing the leadership of the revolutionary class
struggle of the proletariat. Ever(:'l_le is aware of the enormous

rience he has gained, particularly since 1917. And yet, after
ybb experiences, what was his main watchword at the last
Congress of the Russian Communist Party?
Proper choice of men and control over the execution of the work!

Speaking of the lessons to be learned from the Russian
Communist Party, it would be altogether inadequate to limnt
oneself to the one sub of the role of the Communist Party.
lndce:da there are equally valuable lessons to be learned in many
other indion:. ltf is i&lst‘{:c&e to know 'bov the Rusm;m Com-
munist Party has found t ppy way of uniting revolutionary
figthing ar«L)ur with revolutionary adaptability: bow it made
this happy combination effective w! and wherever it was
ru.ttothewt. Then curmtﬁerhapnthemost i.lm:hn( lesson:
he Marxian strategy of the revolutionary struggle.
Meation should be made of the manner in which the Russian
Commrmumist Party adopted the Marxian method and developed
' further in tha nescties of the greater proletarian revolutio:

ine mussolini Government
By Gramsel

The factors of the [talian crisis, which was lately settled in

4 ratler violent manner by the Fascist Party assumin er,
may be briefly summed up as follows. e

The Italian beurgeoisie has succeeded in organizing its
State not so much by its own intrinsic st as by the fact
that its victory over the feudal and semi- classes was
favored by a series of circumstances of an international character
&l/he policy of Napoleon M1 in 1852 1860, the Austro-Prussian
ar in 1860, the French defeat at Sedan, and the subsequent
development of the German Empire). Thus the Halian bourgeois
State developed differently and more slowly than many Mﬁ?a
The Italian régime was purely coastitutional On the eve of
the war the division of power Lad not yet taken place, the par-
liamentary prerogatives were very limited and there were no
grent political erhnmentary parties. At that time the IHalian
ourgeoisie had to defend the unity and integrity of the State
ag}mﬁ the repeated attacks of the reactionary forces, which were
chiefly represented by an alliance of the great landowners with
the Vatican. The big industrial and commerdcial bourgeoisie,
led by Giolliti, endeavoured to meet the situation by
an alliance between all the urban classes, with the class of the
agricultural laborers (the first proposal of collaboration with the
government was made to Turrati in the early part of the cen-
tury.) This could not however be termed a |¥e forward in the
development of the constitutional State towanra parliamentary
democrac:. This was rather in the nature of urgent concessions
made by a paternal government to the working masses organized
in trade unicus and agricultural co-operatives.

The world war destroyed all these att ts. Giolitti, in
agreement with the Crown, had pledged himself in 1912 to act in
conjunction with Germany in the 1914 war (the military conven-
tion signed in Berlin in 1912 by General Pollio, chief of the

B A e

1914, This feueral committed suicide during the per.o

Halian neutrality). As soon as the Crown began to iy, h
new tro—Entente policv. Giolitti was forcibly put aside by th:
new leading groups, the representatives of the heavy tndug(y
of the big agrarians and of the General Staff, which even ’l‘
60 far as to comepire to assasinate him. o

The new political forces, which made their apyeary,
after the armistice, had already consolidated themselve >
the war. The sants formed themselves into three oy

anizations— Socialist Party, the People’s Party (éamou(
and the ex-soldiers’ associations. The Socia

S dury

list Party urgamwi

xmum!handaNnﬁmon aﬂ‘ilcultuY?‘lc hbon;: and small farmerg u
Central an orthern y. aples party grou
iself as many small landed Prcetors and nmf o

ny ; And micdle neasanty
the same districts The ex-soldiers’ associations established them,
selves especially in southern ltaly in the more backw
which had no political traditions, The s
bi£ landowners soon grew in intensity t Ifaly. Ty
esiates were invaded and (he landowners were compelled i, emg.
?h? to (lée ch&eal ‘*l&wng'o{ 3;139 rarian districts 'B"lﬂfluv
reace, Ba nce began to organize
citizens’ battalions in o:ler to strugg - ol
of the peasants” in the rural districis. t was needed mog
in this great uphcaval of the rural working classes was a cleg
and precise watchword, a uniform, firm and determined policy
and a concrete political program.
. thenllc’ Soaahatw .P Party a:zmp:ega:: dosu‘yminatai the suatiog,
ut eople’s Party outstri i i per cent of the
wmembership of the Socialist Party were peasanta. Of the |5
sacialist members of parliament, 110 were elected by the run|
districia. Four-fifths of the co-operatives with socialist manage
ment were agricultural co-operatives. The Socialist Party re
flected the chaos reigning in the minds of the rural po;m(.m
in connection with 1 o{:ognmmdideo of the party. It
activity consisied in nothing but maxima mations, noisy
fions in parliament and e flourish of trumpets. All the
attempts from within the Socialist P to make working clags
questions and arian ideo! inate, were combatte]
by the most dishanest means. sdnnn"thenaionoﬂhcm
tional Socialist Council, held in Milan in April 1920, Serrat; went
s0 far as to say that the general strike which had broken out af
that period in Piedmont and which was supported b{eallm
workers, had been artificially stimulated by irresponsible ageats
of the Moecow government.

In March 1920, the ing classes begfh {o organin
the counter-offeusive. Onm 'Ifh, the first national confs
rence of Halian manufacturers was convemed in Milan which
established the General Confederation of Italian Industries
DuﬁnftthoniemcelwedaemdmpHe an of uniid
capitalist action was elaborated, in which everything was fore
seen, from disciplined and methodical organization of th
manufacturing and commercial clags down to the minute study
of all the means and weapons of struggle against the workery

trade unions, and even down to the political rehabilitation o
Giovanni Giolitti.

. In the beginning of April, the new organization alread
obtained iis ﬁrstfoﬂﬁmj success; the Socialist Party condemn
as anarchical and i i {begthicdmontstrikemdo
fence of the workshop committees and for the workers’ coutro
of industry. This party theatened to dissolve the Turin Sectin
which has conducted the strike. ‘On June 15th, Qiovanni Giolitt
{ormed his Cabinet by mising with the agrarians and the
(Oeneral Staff, represented Bonomi, Minister of War. Thert
then b?m a feverish counter-revolutionary organizational work
owing fo the fear of the seizure of the workshope and fa tons
by the workers, which was even expected by the reformist leaders
who met at the conference of the Federation of Metal Workens
which was beld in Genoa in June of last year. In July, the
Ministry for War, headed by Bonomi began to demobilize about
60000 officiers in the followmg manner: the officers were deme
bilized, retaining */s of their pay. Most of them were sent to the
most um t mﬁtial centres with the understanding th
they would join “ Facisci di Combattimento”. Hitherto th
latier had been a small organization of socialist, anarchist, sy
dicalist, and republican elerments favoring the participation
Italy in the war on the side of the Entente. The QGiolitti iovtm'
ment made enormous efiorls to bring about a rapprochement
between the Confederation of Industries and the Agrarian Asse
ciations, especially in Central and Northern Italy. It is at ths
period that the first armed Fascist detachments made their a&
pearance, and that the first ferrorist acts e committed. T
seizure of the factories by the metal workexxetrook place at a i
when all this work was only in its preparatery stage Tht
Giolitti government was compelled to adopt a conciliatory aith
tude and to have recourse to thic treatment rather tha
to surgical operations,
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communism and the French who have lost their support. This hatred of war may be

Peasants
By Renaud Jean.

trom Brittany, from Ceatral France, from the Parisian
district, from Savoy, from the Apuitanian Valley, from every-
where, our milifanis signal an important e n the attit
of the French nts towards revolution. They are no er
go much afraid of this word, aand, for various reasons,

to ECQ‘P' the th .

ol O awerkable thing Ay thal il of view is taking
ce at a time whea the economic condi of the various
rural classes is still superior to that before the war.

It is true that since 1919 and the trivmph of the national
bloc, the prices of certain agricultural s have fallen.
Taxes are incrmil?z lzarly. _Many sants who coumted ou
the high prices an e possibility of saving and bhave
boug ht land without eatirely paying for it, now the beavy
burden of morigages. Ou the whole, however, the emormous
majority of the French peasants are living betier tham before.
The small landowner has paid off his improved his
machmery, re-furnished his home, and is better fed and clothed.

Thousands of tenanis and farmers have become proprietors.
Due to the scarsity of L , the wages of the ers bave
tripled and quadrupled. The

tHow can we explain these doxical facts. peasants
of 1419 often indigent, feared ialism. The peasant of 1922,
without having become ‘“rich”, but enjoying better living con-
ditions, does not fear and evea Aympaﬁvlim with the ﬁu of
revolution,

First of all a large section of the rural workers possess
po land. Contrary to the classical fable of the French bourgeovisie,
many feudal domains were not divided up during the revolution
of 1793. Some of them sotill belong 0 their old owmers.
1t is impossible to give the ratio of the land which became the
goptﬂydthcmn during aad after the revolutiom, {0 the

{al area cultivated. L pr?;u mmmwmogd ':dl:
about 5,700,000 agricul en i ich were
ofmmllniu,(tonlnlﬂnnflolo and 850,000
boldings of over 10 hectars. But these statistics do give a
recise idea of the ratio of the land cultivated

the land which produces capitalist or are there
4,931

Fi
E

precise figures as she a r of peasants.

statstica for the pre-war period are as follows: 147493
landless peasants iz 1896; 1 931, in 1901; 1, 1, in_1906.
How many are there now, a the ravages of war? A million?
Perhaps less. But since in 1920 the rural tion of France

did not exceed 3,700,000, we can comcdude about ome-fourth
of the workers who were ed on the land worked for
wages. [f we take igto account {he huadreds of thousaunds of

tenants and small farmers who cultivate the land for the bemefit
of the rural bourgeoisie, we see that the rural proletariat forms
about one-third of fhe rural fation. Therefore, for
third of the Freanch peasants question of owuership is the
sanie as for the wage workers in commerce and industry.

Some people will say that this was just as true before the war,
and neveriheless the landless peasaniry was absolutely bostile
fowards socialism. That is true.

:

But fhe war has created a new mentality amomg the
peasanis, The spirit which gave rise to the who
demwlished the castlis of fhe feudal barous and & their
owners, the spirit which a cen of oconsti and
parliamentary government, had I to sleep, awoke agaim in
the trenches,

peasant realized more or less the iutihl"P
of the polifical game in which he was always the loser. He
kiows, and he will know better to-morrow if the :
Party fulfils its task, that his essential enemy is not the Radical
&rt opportunis ﬂnkﬁuicanotthemcumy,ulhe
ndowner, the rich, and that his struggle is for ihe conquest
of the land. In the trenches the peasamt recovered his clase
g;:ti?ﬁx‘ancu. There rmmixt:b;lw small hn;i.o:xfm. One ¢ ht
I t, being owners of their instruinen cti ey
would have no mterest in the revolution and mged fear
it and become allies of the parties whe wish to preserve the
present systems of society. Nevertheless we hope to gain many
of them jor Commmumism. s
True they own their land, but whes it comes to sellin
their products, they feel the yoke i i The fimancia
Siluation of the counmtry troubles them particularly. Their sav-
"}g:} are invesfedAi:dohk bonds. They see with fear the increase
Ol the
which menace them with expropriation. i
s n every counfry which fook part in fhe imperialist war
milli men who had o give up sevem or
fheir Tives to the gow ; thousands aad
Teturned soldiers whom the State has robbed J their mm
of their health, or of & limb; and & millios

turned into a erfu) revolutionary movesnent if we can
ourselves of Alro\:’ihonim paciiism,ynnd do not fall into dcg:
gogic side-tracks.
To sum up, even for different reasons, both the rural
proletariat and the small landowners are susceptible to Com-
munist penetration. The only egemies of the revolution in the
couniry will be the large landowners and the large tenants who
draw capitalist profits from the employment of rural labor.

The Awakening of a Race
By J. Steklov,

Some Negro ates have made their appearance at the
1V. Congress of the unist International. At the first
E:qcc,. 18 event may seem insignificant, but it is really the

inning of an important historic movement destined to play
a significant role in the general struggle against world
imperialism,

The awakening of the Eastern es, viz., of the
of Asia, has already been ist on the scales of %
There is no doubt whatever that this is one of the most vulners
spots of the world imperialism. When the movement of the
white proletariat will join with the revolutionary movement of
the oppressed nations of the East, the position of internafional
capitalism, threatened from all si will be undermined. But
this position will be menaced by even greater dangers when the
movement of the black race joins the stream of the general libera-
tion nl)vemut. e

t is true t negro race, Le. all the les and
tribes of Africa, are not as numerous as the Ash‘;z)p
Lumhumtcxisulwmud\ lower than that of the latter.

evertheless, negro race is a tity with which we must
reckon. It numbers about 200 nﬁmythemjority of whom
are in Africa, and is one of the pedestals of world imperialism.
About one-tenth of this race lives in America, principally in the
US.A. and in the Antilles, where they constitute the lowest
calqo? of unskilled labor.

t should also be stated that owing to the geographical
distribution, which brings the negro peoples info close proximit
with the world bourgeoisie, and owing to their cultural backwar
ness, which turns them into obedient tools in the bands of world
capitalism, the black peoples represent a far greater il to the
white pr riat than the of the t. British
make use of their black pr riat in South Africa for the
struggle against their white slaves, as we have seen during
the recent rising of the Souih Alfrican white workers. In the
US.A. the black proletariat is a weapon in the hauds of the
American bourgeoisie, with the assistance of which the wages
of the white workers are beaten down and strikes broken.
During fhe last decades the French bourgeoisie has extended its
colonial ire m Africa through the um of its black troops.
It also ggﬁcd these black forces during the world war. In
its st le for the suppression of the revolutionary movement
of the French proletariat, the bourgeoisie makes use of these
blacke forces which under the leadership of white offjcers are
converted info a soulless machine with which it hopes to keep
its own toiling masses in subjection.

It i3 therefore self-evident that the adhereuce ot the black
race to the world Communist movement would be a sever blow
to international capitalism on the economic as well as on the
political field. The bourgeoisie reckons on the cultural back-
wardness of the negro people which, in its opinion, should
constitute an insurmoupiable barrier against the penetration of
revolutionary ideas a the nzrou. However, acting on
the principle that the Lors hggut ooefwho help lhemu' Iv:‘, 1:
takes siringent measures, in orgn of re 0 protec
the negroes against permeation with such z: Only recently
the first atfempt of the Freach Communists to conduct com-
munist agitation among the population of Northern Africa, was
brutally s essed by the republican couris. True, pr?*uuh
was mnduggi only among the Arabs of Algiers an l;m:1
but the communist comtagion could and should be fransmiffe

the Arabs {o wide masses of the negro ation of the
rench colonial empire. The British in South Africa are also
taking measures against a rapprochement between the white
and blaek proletariat. strive {o arouse racial hatred and
dissention and thus prevent the development of a united labor
movenient against capitalist exploitation. 2

Attempts to draw the negro proletariat into the weor
labor movement were made even in the genodolﬂnSecond
International, sty by the French Labor Parly (the
followers of oithe)' ltillwdl-kml)_lwn Mum“fr“d"megu‘m
the early part century—its parliamenfary fraction included
a nqro’meﬂer, Legitimas by name, from the island of Oudt-
loupe. Subsequently another negro member named ! al Grosillcr,

1
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2. |
3




8% Infersational Press Correspondence ' No. 10

made his a rance from the island of Marinique. But these
were only the first timid steps from which nothing resulted and

which to a certain extent bore a casual, nay, even anecdotal -

character. Legitimus turned out to be a demagogue of the
lowest type, who did not scruple-to pretend fo emq_oy witchcraft
in order to hold the negro masses in his grip. Localities with
a numerous black proletarian population were not affected by
this agitation. Even the millions of negroes inhabiting the
U S.A. were not affected by socialist propaganda. As fo Alrica,
nothin~ has been done in that direction.

Thus, the Communist International has a virgin field of
action before it. It is true that the Negro Proletariat is on a
very low level of cultural development. However, one should
bear in mind that it is subject to excessive exploitation, that iis
wages are exiremely low and the conditions in which it lives
are appaling. Therefore, a propaﬁanda which promises to the
negro proletarians equality of rights with their white brothers
and liberation from oppression and exploitation is bound to meet
with an eager response. Furthermore, if one takes into considera-
tion that on the whole the negroes are a healthy race, which
bourgeois civilization has not yet demoralized, one has every
reason to believe that revolulionary, and especially communist
agitation has every chance of success among the black preletariat.

It is for this reason that one must welcome the advent
of the first negro delegates to the Comintern Congress. They are
the first swaﬁowa, and will be followed by others. 1t is t
that only the negroes of North America are directly represen
at the Congress, while the African negroes, who are the majority
of the black race. are not represented. However, there is every
reason to believe that through the American negroes it will be
possible to carry communist propaganda into the untouched
regions of Africa. It is true that something of that kind is
already bemng done by the white workers of South Africa. But
of course all this is not enough, all the more so as for various
historic reasons the negro masses are more likely to listen to
members of their own race than to' white peaple whom they more
of less distrust. The negroes of North America, who include
representatives of the various negro peoples and tribes, can and
must bring into being a negro communist literature and press,
must establish training centres for agitators and propagandists
who will carry on their work not only in the U.S.A. but in
Africa itself by means of correspondence, as well as by the
despatch of special emissaries to the various localities.

This is difficult work, the more so that one has to take
into consideration quite exceptional conditiens of culture and
customs. Yet it is the most noble work the Communist Inter-
national can now carry out In the ﬁrsL place it will render
easier the alm[ggle of the white worker wherever the white and
the black proletarians live and work side by side as in the
U.S.A.,, South Africa, etc. It will also arouse the race which,
while steeped in ignorance, has yet played an important part
in the world economic system. The obstacles and great diffi-
culties which the Communist International will meet in this
field, must oot discourage it, especrally with the example of
the Malayan proletariat before us. among whom a wide com-
munist movement has been successiully established. This work
19 so important that all the difficulties in this direction must
be overcome at all costs by the common efiorts of all the com-
munist parties and with their active material and moral support.

Contemporary Poland
By Felix Kon.

. In the Theses adopted at the Third Conference of the
Polish Communist Party, it is stated that the following three
points will be the chief factors in the Polish revolution.

) 1. The revolutionizing of the working masses under the
influence of the ever increasing attacks of the capitalists and of
the government.

2 The revolutionizing of the wide masses of the landless
and of the poor peasantry owing to the failure of the Agrarian
Reform Act

3. The steady growth of the revolutionary ferment in the
border districts owing to the colonial and extermination policy
of the Polish Government.

Only a few months have elapsed since then, but those
prognostications have already come true.

‘The fierce attacks of the capitalists, who do not shrink
from any means, have awakened the masses. A series of strikes
are convulsing Poland, even in remote places where hitherto
‘“peace and quiet” reigned supreme. The proletarian masses
are offering a stubborn resistance to the fascist type of struggle
against strikes, as was the case in former Prussian Poland.
Disappointed with the Agrarian Reforms, which are carried out
on the principle of ‘{o him who hath shall be given”, the

+

——

peasant masses are driven into a joint revolutionary ., le
with the proletariat, while the exireme chauvinism ;||1\1L'
colonization system, which exceeds the Bismarkian Ausrate by
the persecution of the Ukranians, Lithuanians, White Russiane
and Jews, have already brought matters to such a pass (., |I;H
‘ democratic” Polish Government, with the approval a .hrt
support of the Secial Democratic traitors has declared  g,,.
of siege and established field court martials, and is calliny ¢
troops to suppress the movement by force of arms.

In this atmospere the election campaign is takin: (5

up

which does not augur well for its character. Its featur. 4, |

confiscation and persecution of the working class press. i
arrests of workers’ and election commitfees, suppressi
workers’ meetings and organizations and finally annulmeng
the lists of the revalutionary proletariat.

All ' these circumstances will certainly result in onl. very

few proletarian candidates elected to the Diet. 1.
respect the bourgeoisie and its lackeys will cerfainl, e
triumphant. However, it is impossible ‘to stay the devel ey
of the proletarian class consciousness by such police f.oi
The working class is again on the war path: For they
the Diet is only a means fo an end. . . . The strgle
will  be %rtly carried on within the walls i |p §
Diet. . . . hat matters most, i8 the fact that in spite ! the
repressions, the strugﬁ::: is not abating, but is on the coutrary
increasing and is affecting ever increasing sections of the
proletariat . . . And this means ultimate victory.

Sidi-bel-Abbe’s "’ Extreme Left"

By G. Safarov.

I have before me a remarkable document. It 5 the
answer of the Sidi-Bel-Abbes Federation of Oran (Algeria),
the agpeal of the Cowmunist International addressed 1, ihe
French Colony. First of all, the section boasts of its revoly
tionism. ¢ The Communist section of Sidi-Bel-Abbes is coin osed
of old socialist militants who count about 20 years of -l
struggles in Algeria, militants whose line of action has .liays
been directed towards the extreme left of socialism, at the time
of the unity and of the Communist Party; this section is thereiore
well qualified to pronounce its opinion on the Algerian tactis uf
the Communist movement.”

This “ extreme Left” began its criticism of the culunul |

policy - the Communist International by the following
monsire. . affirmation: ‘ There are colonial peoples whi are
already capable of self-government and others who are not " i °
is difficult to see wherein these * Communisis” are ..ting
most banal French bourgeoisie of the time of Napoleon 111, who
were convinced that they represented the vanguard of humunty,

{o protect all other geoples. These ‘‘ Communists” are mmﬁ
in a French colony; that is, their first duty is to combat | reud
Imperialism. Nevertheless, they declare that the colonial (um-

munist Federations in the most International of proletaran

parties must admit the distinction between black and whitc. the
divigion into free and slave races. These poor people cannot luok
beyopd the coming municipal elections. They judge the tom
munist International from this standpoint and declare th.1 no
opinions. may be spread on * their itory ” for which they
are not willing to take the responsibilty. The Communist Inter-
national must capitulate before the petty bourgeoisie of Sid: Bel-
Abbes because it is preventing them from peacefully cooking
their little broth at the municipal elections!

The socialist petty bourgeoisie are willing to supji’ the .

revolutionary movement only 1if this movement will “muik 2

stage in the historical development of humanity towards |
ress.” The French police who protect the security 0! the |

mhabitants of Oran are also defenders of progress, who proient
the wheel of history from turning back to the regime of Mussuk
man feudalism.

These representafives of the working clags aristiracy

and petty houlj%eoisie of the French colonies would never attract |
i

our atfention if they were exceptions within the French ['irth
if there were not similar groups in other parties.

The colonial question is no longer a forum for orat ial

exercises. The nationalist revolutionary movement of the ¢ fies |

and the awakening of the colonial working masses deman:! ihat
we carry on a ruthless fight against such tendencies : (h
International of the proletariat. The followers of Hildel: (nds,
Van-Kols, and Noskes have no place in the Communist Intr
national. The Second International is open for such peoplc
internationalism of the Second International opposes ncither
intervention against Soviet Russia, the plunder of Germanf
nor the oppression of the colonial peoples.

e
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Pro¢ram of the Communisi Iniernational
(Draft)

By N. Bucharin (Moscow).
L
Capitalist Slavery

General Characteristics of Capitalism as a System of Exploitation
" At the present time almost the whole globe is under the rule of capitalism.

This rule is based upon private property and the production of comsgodities for
the market.

A small group of persons is in possession of the monopoly of the means of
producing these goads. and of the means of distributing them; this group is the capitalist
class. his monopoly assures to this class an undivided economic domination over
millions of prolelarians, who possess no means of production, and who are forced to
sell their labor power.

¢) State Power as a Monopolist Or- The economic domipation of the bourgeoisie is secured by its political rule, and
i?nization of the Ruling Class; by its state organization, which gives it a monopoly over all arms and means of applying
onopoly of Arms. pgysical force.

d) The Monopoly of Education. The Rule of the bourgeoisie is also secured culturally, for it possesses the monopoly
of education, this being in {he hands of the capitalists.

1) Private Property and the Productjon
of (‘ommod‘laieics for Sale. 4

b) The Monopoly of the Means of Pro-
duction.

Wage Labor and the Condiiions of Exploitation -
' The working class which forms a constantly growing majority of fhe population,
thus serves as a living source of profit {o the bourgeoisie exploiting its labor.
The workin% class, economically oppressed, subjected politically and culturally, is
fal.

t) The Worker as Wage Slave. i
the slave of capi

(ontradictions in the Development of the Capitalist System

The hunt for fits forced the bourgeoisie to develop its pi owel

continuously and mcrp:smg y, and to cx!:;'i the sphere of operations of capitalist

: production.” But the fundamental defects of the capifalist system revealed themselves at the

same lime with ever growing distinctness; these defects inevitably lead to the complete
breakdown of the capitalist system.

The rule of private property imparts an anarchic character to production, and

oductive powers

4 Anarchy of Production, Competition,
Crises, leads to blind production. r

hand in the severe contflicts een various competing concerns-and groups of concerns,

gr A
i enorindus wasie of energy; on the other hand the unregulated production
::::gp:lrliodiully ‘recurring cris,es,:”a'coqn;palﬁed by destruction of productive forces
and mass. unemployment among the prolefariat. '
To the anarchy of produetion-must be added the class conflicts. Capitalist society,
m ‘x;& on the ex;loih!;ioq,jol: an overwhelming majority of the uh}g)‘n by an

B The Class. War.

the:

rable ‘minority, is iota,-jntwo, and it whole history is one of conihi

ted by no conscious power. This js shown on the one

gy
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