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Rouse the trade unions
Against Wilson’s Washington visit

PUBLIC MEETING
Sunday Jan. 11,4 p.m.

Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych

SINCE WE launched the campaign against Wilson’s
visit to Washington, support has been commg

day by day from trade union leaders, union
branches, factories, university staff, writers, actors,
film producers and of course, the youth, especially

By the Editor

the Young Socialists.

Building
WOrkers
shackled!

BY DAVID MAUDE

— e WRLIL DING-SITE shewasds: g1

worst fears about the
pay-and-productivity settle-
ment signed by their

union leaders were con-
firmed this week when—
for the first time-—they
were issued with copies of
the full terms.

Mrs Barbara Castle, how-
ever, is apparently not satis-
fied that the groundwork it
lays down for a full
Measured-Day Work scheme
in the industry is sufficiently
watertight.

She is to meet the building
employers and union leaders
on Tuesday to discuss the
deal.

There have already been
suggestions that the govern-
ment delay its implementation
~—the agreement is scheduled
to come into force on Feb-
ruary 2—until the Prices and
Incomes Board can report.

But this seems unlikely.

What will probably happen
is that she will demand assur-
ances from both sides that
those sections which specify
cast-iron links between higher
pay and proven increases in
productivity are tempered
into steel.

Stringent

The deal-—which we will
analyse more fully next week
—lays down a stringent set of
general principles for local
productivity deals which
insist on such links and allow
for work study to see they are
maintained.

Measured-Day Work is the
obvious intention behind these
carefully-drafted principles.
It is worth reproducing these
in full :

. ‘1. A target should be
issued by management for
each operation to be per-
formed by an individual
operative, or gang, and,
according to the extent
that performance is better
than the target, an additional
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There is the widest agreement that the time has
come to take the campaign against the Vietnam war
into the trade unions and factories.

QOur demonstration this week-end has to be con-
sidered within this context.
important part of a larger campaign to impress upon the
working class that the problems they face are related to
the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people.

We want to make the
fight for revolutionary
socialist internationalism the
centre of our opposition to
the counter-revolutionary
role of US imperialism and
its puppets, the Wilson

this issue the full support of
the Tory Party.

Action

The Editorial Board of
Workers Press calls upon
every demonstrator to act as
follows :

Carry the campaign

against Wilson’s visit
to Washington into every
section of the labour and
trade union ‘movement.

Mobilize the maxi-

mum expression of
working - class opinion
against the imperialist war
in Vietnam as an essential
stage in the fight to remove
the Wilson leadership and
implement socialist policies.

Immediately discuss

in every factory and
trade union organization
actions to oppose Wilson’s
visit, Wherever possible fac-
tory meetings and token
stoppages must be organized
to co-incide with the pro-
jected visit,

Campaign to link

the struggle on
wages, against productivity
deals, unemployment and
in defence of the trade
unions together with the
US imperialist war in Viet-
nam. The factories and the
trade unions are the centre
of the campaign because
only the independent action
of the working class inter-
nationally will end the Viet-
nam war.

Pledge ourselves to

continue and inten-
sify the campaign up to and
beyond January 26.

STILL OUT

DIE-CASTERS at Tottenham's
Gestetner plant yesterday de-
cided by a small majority to
continue their strike for im-
proved condition money. The
strikers will meet again on
Monday.

B.M.C. management

backs

EFFORTS by British-Leyland’s
management to sharpen the
attack on wage-rates through-
out the combine received a
forceful blow this week from
workers at Oxford’s BMC
Service division.

Wednesday’s one-day strike
by the 1,000 men at the
depot forced the company to
withdraw work-study engin-
eers from the smaller Stanton
Harcourt out-depot.

The dispute began before
Christmas, when the manage-
ment tried to break an agree-
ment over fixing rates for new
jobs by insisting that two rate-

down

fixers were necessary to watch
one man.

The men downed tools and
the management gave way.

After the holiday, however,
there was another attempt to
bring in two rate-fixers.

The out-depot walked out
on Tuesday after rejecting the
management’s offer that only
one rate-fixer would be used.

The management finally gave
way ' when workers from the
main  BMC Service depot
voted unammously to strike
indefinitely in sympathy and
not to meet again until next
Wednesday.

It is a subordinate but

Split widens
~in_Sovief
bureaucracy

COMPARISON of the
newly - published official
history of the Soviet Com-
munist Party with the
version printed and then
hastily suppressed in Octo-
ber last year reveals sharp
disagreements within the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

It appears that the original
edition was suppressed partly
because it was considered too
critical of Stalin, though its
criticisms  are  considerably
milder than those in the 1962
edition published under
Khrushchev.

A few copies of the sup-
pressed edition are in circu-
lation—apparently the ultra-
Stalinists were not quick
enough to suppress the entire
edition.

‘Miscalculated’
People who have seen the
book say that it attacked
Stalin’s policy on the eve of
the Second World War, blam-
ing Stalin for ignoring the
@® PAGE FOUR COL. 1 -

MY LAI

‘Investigation’
a farce

THE US Army’s ‘investigations’ of the My Lai
massacre are proceeding in one direction only
—downwards.

The two-colour poster
issued by the Young
Socialists for  Sunday’s

demonstration with a photo-
collage of Vietnam pictures

Merge ‘varsities

THE National Union of Stu-
dents' Universities Conference
in Bradford yesterday con-
demned government higher
education policy and called
for the merging of universi-
ties, polytechnics and educa-
tion colleges into comprehen-
sive institutions.

DEMONSTRATE— SUNDAY JANUARY 1t
SSEMB_ E: Speakers Corner (Marble Am
' via Oxford St, Regent St, past Dowmng:_ -}

SPEAKERS :

ALAN THORNETT, BMC deputy senior T&GWU steward.
FRANK WILLIS, AEF shop steward, Swindon Rail Works.
JOHN SIMMANCE, AEF member and Young Socialist National

Committee member.

MIKE REYNOLDS, AEF steward,

Lucas gas turbine.

G. HEALY, National Secretary, Socialist Labour League.

Chalrman :

CLIFF SLAUGHTER, Central Committee, Socialist Labour League.

Young Socialists

launch inspiring

R

THIS WEEKEND the Yﬁmg SOC!&L;B faunch
the beginning of their 1970 programme with the

annual rally of their
‘Keep Left’.

1970 marks 100 years
since the birth of Lenin and
30 years since the death of
Trotsky, and the rally,
which will be attended by
Young Socialists and readers
from all parts of the
country, is the most ambi-
tious activity the 19-year-

Ambulance

strike

AMBULANCEMEN in south-
east Essex will work to rule
from Monday unless their pay
rise of last September is in-
creased. A Basildon meeting
yesterday voted to follow with
a one-day token strike if the
30s a week is not raised to
£2 10s.

Farm
workers’
pay protest

By an industrial correspondent

FARM WORKERS from 12
English and Welsh counties
demonstrated outside the
Ministry of Agriculture in
Whitehall yesterday.

Two placards carried de-
mands for £16 and a 40-hour
working week.

Inside, Agricultural Wage
Board officials met to consider
confirmation of an award of
15s. a week, bringing workers’
pay to a £13 3s minimum,
and a 43-hour week.

Dorset District Organizer,

Mr Fred Cole, said: ‘If they
don't consider our protest,
another claim will be sub-

mitted immediately.’

Two more members of
the now notorious C.
Company of the Ameri-
cal Division-—this time a
sergeant and a private—
have joined the lieutenant

and staff sergeant already
charged with taking part
in the massacre.

Sergeant  Charles E.
Hutto and Private Gerald
A. Smith were charged
with ‘premeditated murder’
only a few days ago, it was
announced in Washington
yesterday.

Both men were members 5
of Company C, 20th Infan- &
try Regiment of the Ameri- s
cal Division.

Lower ranks

Two members of the
Company, Lieutenant Wil-
liam Calley and Staff Ser-
geant David Mitchell, have
already been charged.
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 KEEP LEFT, WEEKEND RALLY

Saturday and Sunday, January 10 and 11

Saturday, January 10

East India Hall, East India Dock Road
London, E.14

1970 marks the 19th year of the Young Socialists’ official

newspaper. Selling at 4d for 16 three-colour pages and with

a circulation of 20,000, it is the foremost youth paper in
the labour movement today.

KEEP LEFY INVITES ALL ITS READERS TO THE

AN NUAL GENE! AL

~ MEETING

2.30 p.m.

Young Socialist National Speaking Contest

DANCE IN THE EVENING

East India Hall
The Crescendos

Special
appearance

8 p.m.-11 p.m.
The Element of Truth

FIM MAKING AND THE
YOUNG SOGIALISTS

Sunday January 11, 9.30 a.m.

CLASSIC CINEMA, POND STREET
HAMPSTEAD, LONDON, N.W.3

official monthly paper

BY HILARY BALDWIN

old youth paper has ever

planned.

In the past the ‘Keep Left’
has held its annual general
meeting on the first Saturday
each year with a dance in the
evening.

This year the activities—
the annual meeting, the
National Speaking Contest,
the dance, a film show and a
demonstration — are  spread
over two days.

Dance

Saturday’s events are held
at the East India Hall, East
India Dock Road where re-
cording star Long John Baldry
is making a special appear-

ance at the dance in the
evening.
Before the film show on

Sunday morning at the Classic
Cinema, Hampstead, a well-
known film director presents
prizes for the YS National
Film Competition.

On Sunday afternoon the
Young Socialists, joined by
adult trade unionists, demon-
strate from Marble Arch to
Trafalgar Square past Down-
ing Street as part of the cam-
paign in the workers’ move-
ment to ‘Stop Wilson’s visit
to Washington’ to see US
president Nixon at the end
of January.

Changes

1970 will see important
changes for the ‘Keep Left’.

The paper has been the
spearhead amongst the youth
in the fight to build the Young
Socialists and to launch the
daily Workers Press.

In October 1966 it devel-
oped from an eight-page paper
to a l2-page one whilst re-
maining only 4d in price.

Further developments in
1969 saw an increase in page-
size and the occasional pro-
duction of a l6-page issue—
all for 4d.

Circulation has gone
steadily upwards and at 21,000
it is more than double the
figure when the Young
Socialists were expelled from
the Labour Party in 1964.

In 1970 there are even
b;gger plans, according to the
paper’s editor Aileen Jennings.

Her report to the annual
meeting on Saturday
announces important technical
improvements and a further
increase in size.

Impressive start

From this impressive start
to 1970 the Young Socialists
will go forward with their
paper to campaign as never
before for a mass revolution-
ary youth movement in
Britain which will fight to

build the Workers Press and
the revolutionary party.

Briefly J

LONGBRIDGE SHORT-TIME:
workers at  British-
Leyland’s Longbridge, Bir-
mingham, car plant are to go
on short-time, each losing one
shift a week from Monday.

The company made the an-
nouncement after talks with
shop stewards and told them
that the position would be
reviewed in a month’s time.

A management spokesman
said that engine production
maintained during recent
strikes had resulted in over-
stocking.

This is the second time in
recent months that the plant
has experienced short-time.

NALGO CONFERENCE:
Yesterday's one-day conference
of the National and Local
Government Officers’ Associa-
ﬂrm w:ﬁ&"c‘t" ,.5@?“ T

o 7 PR
Hamlst me agmnb pro
posedd. penuom ‘scheme by

130 230 votes to 112,367—a
majority of 17,863.

The conference accepted an
executive amendment support-
ing the government's scheme
‘in broad principle’, but press-
ing for the state to bear a
higher proportion of the
scheme’s cost.

The special conference to
discuss the strike referendum
was called by the demand of
more than 50 NALGO
branches who want action to
force changes in the plan.

BARROW-BOYS WIN
RIGHTS : Liverpool barrow-
boys vyesterday won their
fight against a clause in a
Corporation parliamentary
bill which they feared could
stop them working in a num-
ber of suburban areas.

The result of a referendum
held in the city which was
announced yesterday showed
a majority of the 5,000 people
who voted were against the
clause.

Centrax
strikers to
extend
fight

ONE THOUSAND workers at
Devon’s three Centrax light
engineering factories today
complete the 11th week of
their strike for a 4s-an-hour
wage increase with no produc-
tivity ‘strings’.

The strikers broadened their
demands with a 1,500-strong
march through Newton Abbott
at the beginning of December,
campaigning for higher wages
in the South-West area.

They followed this up with
delegations to MPs at West-
minster, when strike leaders
handed back more than 100
Queen’'s Award for Industry
badges as symbols of ‘ex-
ploited cheap labour’.

The strikers are determined
not to returm to what they
describe as ‘the slave condi-
tions and low wages’ at
Centrax.

They are bitterly angry at
the action of a prospective
Cornish Labour candidate,
who, it is alleged, crossed the
picket line.

The local Labour .Parties
have remained silent through-
out this crucial campaign for
higher wages in the area.

To answer this treachery
the Centrax strike committee
are now discussing .how to
extend the struggle and plan
to call for token strikes
throughout the area within the

next few weeks.
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Rouse the trade unions

By the Editor

SINCE WE launched the campaign against Wilson’s
visit to Washington, support has been coming in
day by day from trade union leaders, union
branches, factories, university staff, writers, actors,
film producers and of course, the youth, especially
the Young Socialists.

Building
workers
shackled!

BY DAVIZ MAUDE

worst fears about
pay-and-productivity settle-
ment signed by their

union leaders were con-
firmed this week when—
for the first time—they
were issued with copies of
the full terms.

Mrs Barbara Castle, how-
ever, is apparently not satis-
fied that the groundwork it
lays down for a full
Measured-Day Work scheme
in the industry is sufficiently
watertight.

She is to meet the building
employers and union leaders
on Tuesday to discuss the
deal.

There have already been
suggestions that the govern-
ment delay its implementation
—the agreement is scheduled
to come into force on Feb-
ruary 2—until the Prices and
Incomes Board can report.

But this seems unlikely.

What will probably happen
is that she will demand assur-
ances from both sides that
those sections which specify
cast-iron links between higher
pay and proven increases in
productivity are tempered
into steel.

Stringent

The deal—which we will
analyse more fully next week
—Ilays down a stringent set of
general principles for local
productivity  deals which
insist on such links and allow
for work study to see they are
maintained.

Measured-Day Work is the
obvious intention behind these
carefully-drafted principles.
It is worth reproducing these
in full :

. ‘L. A target should be
issued by management for
each operation to be per-

formed by an individual
operative, or gang, and,
according to the extent

that performance is better
than the target, an additional

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 3

the |

There is the widest agreement that the time has
come to take the campaign against the Vietnam war
into the trade unions and factories.

Our demonstration this week-end has to be con-

sidered within this context.

It is a subordinate but

important part of a larger campaign to impress upon the
working class that the problems they face are related to
the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people.

We want to make the
fight for  revolutionary
socialist internationalism the
centre of our opposition to
the  counter-revolutionary
role of US imperialism and
its puppets, the Wilson

Split widens

I8 1ssue-thie fill support of
the Tory ‘Party.

’

Action

The Editorial Board of
Workers Press calls upon
every demonstrator to act as

follows :

. Carry the campaign
against Wilson’s visit

to Washington into every

section of the labour and

trade union movement.
Mobilize the maxi-

‘ mum expression of
working - class opinion

against the imperialist war
in Vietnam as an essential
stage in the fight to remove
the Wilson leadership and
implement socialist policies.

Immediately discuss

in every factory and
trade union organization
actions to oppose Wilson’s
visit. Wherever possible fac-
tory meetings and token
stoppages must be organized
to co-incide with the pro-
jected visit.

- bureaucracy

COMPARISON of the
newly - published official
history of the Soviet Com-
munist Party with the
version printed and then
hastily suppressed in Octo-
ber last year reveals sharp
disagreements within the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

It appears that the original
edition was suppressed partly
because it was considered too
critical of Stalin, though its
criticisms are considerably
milder than those in the 1962
edition published under
Khrushchev.

A few copies of the sup-
pressed edition are in circu-
lation—apparently the ultra-
Stalinists were not quick
enough to suppress the entire
edition.

‘Miscalculated’
People who have seen the
book say that it attacked
Stalin’s policy on the eve of
the Second World War, blam-
ing Stalin for ignoring the
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1 -
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gampaisn tlo link The two-colour poster
e struggle on
wages, against productivity iss::::}istsby fo:he s,,zﬁ:;’i

deals, unemployment and
in defence of the trade
uniohs together with the
US imperialist war in Viet-
nam. The factories and the
trade unions are the centre
of the campaign because
only the independent action
of the working class inter-
nationally will end the Viet-
nam war,

Pledge ourselves to

si! the campaign up to and

continue and inten-
beyond January 26.
STILL OUT

DIE-CASTERS at Tottenham’s
Gestetner plant yesterday de-
cided by a small majority to
continue their strike for im-
proved condition money. The
strikers will meet again on
Monday.

B.M.C. management

backs

EFFORTS by British-Leyland’s
management to sharpen the
attack on wage-rates through-
out the combine received a
forceful blow this week from
workers at Oxford’s BMC
Service division.

Wednesday’s one-day strike
by the 1,000 men at the
depot forced the company to
withdraw work-study engin-
eers from the smaller Stanton
Harcourt out-depot.

The dispute began before
Christmas, when the manage-
ment tried to break an agree-
ment over fixing rates for new
jobs by insisting that two rate-

down

fixers were necessary to watch
one man.

The men downed tools and
the management gave way.

After the holiday, however,
there was another attempt to
bring in two rate-fixers.

The out-depot walked out
on Tuesday after rejecting the
management’s offer that only
one rate-fixer would be used.

The management finally gave
way' when workers from the
main BMC Service depot
voted unanimously to strike
indefinitely in sympathy and
not to meet again until next

MY LAI

—downwards.

Two more members of
the now notorious C.
Company of the Ameri-
cal Division—this time a
sergeant and a private—
have joined the lieutenant
and staff sergeant already
charged with taking part
in the massacre.

Sergeant  Charles E.
Hutto and Private Gerald
A. Smith were charged
with ‘premeditated murder’
only a few days ago, it was
announced in Washington
yesterday.

Both men were members
of Company C, 20th Infan-
try Regiment of the Ameri-
cal Division.

Lower ranks

Two members of the
Company, Lieutenant Wil-
liam Calley and Staff Ser-
geant David Mitchell, have
already been charged.

Wednesday.
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‘Investigation’
a farce

THE US Army’s ‘investigations’ of the My Lai
massacre are proceeding in one direction only

demonstration with a photo-
collage of Vietnam pictures

“Merge ‘varsities

THE National Union of Stu-
dents’ Universities Conference
in Bradford yesterday con-
demned government higher
education policy and called
for the merging of universi-
ties, polytechnics and educa-
tion colleges into comprehen-
sive institutions.

DEMONSTRATE—SUNDAY, JANUARY 1th|
ASSEMBLE: Speakers’ Corner (Marble Arch) 2p.m.
MARCH: via Oxford St, Regent St, past Downing St

SPEAKERS :

Committee member.

Chalrman :

PUBLIC MEETING
Sunday Jan. 11, 4 p.m.

Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych

ALAN THORNETT, BMC deputy senior T&GWU steward.
FRANK WILLIS, AEF shop steward, Swindon Rail Works.
JOHN SIMMANCE, AEF member and Young Socialist National

MIKE REYNOLDS, AEF steward, Lucas gas turbine.
G. HEALY, National Secretary, Socialist Labour League.

CLIFF SLAUGHTER, Central Committee, Socialist Labour League.

annual rally of their
‘Keep Left’.

1970 marks 100 years
since the birth of Lenin and
30 years since the death of
Trotsky, and the rally,
which will be attended by
Young Socialists and readers
from all parts of the
country, is the most ambi-
tious activity the 19-year-

8 Farm
workers’
pay protest

By an industrial correspondent

FARM WORKERS from 12
English and Welsh counties
demonstrated outside the

Ministry of Agriculture in
Whitehall yesterday.

Ambulance

strike

AMBULANCEMEN in south-
east Essex will work to rule
from Monday unless their pay
rise of last September is in-
creased. A Basildon meeting
yesterday voted to follow with
a one-day token strike if the
30s a week is not raised to
£2 10s.

Two placards carried de-
mands for £16 and a 40-hour
working week.

Inside, Agricultural Wage
Board officials met to consider
confirmation of an award of
15s. a week, bringing workers’
pay to a £13 3s minimum,
and a 43-hour week.

Dorset District Organizer,
Mr Fred Cole, said: ‘If they
don’t consider our protest,
another claim will be sub-
mitted immediately.’

KEEP LEFT, WEEKEND RALLY

Saturday and Sunday, January 10 and 11

1970 marks the 19th year of the Young Socialists’ official

newspaper. Selling at for 16 three-colour pages and with

a circulation of 20,000, it is the foremost youthk paper in
the labour movement today. ’

KEEP LEFY INVITES ALL ITS READERS TO THE

~ ANNUAL GENERAL

* MEETING

Saturday, January 10 2.30 p.m.

East India Hall, East India Dock Road
London, E.14

Young Socialist National Speaking Contest

i

DANCE IN THE EVENING

East India Hall
The Crescendos

8 p.m.-11 p.m.
The Element of Truth

»ng John

Snecial
appearance

Baldry

ALM MAKING AND THE
YOUNE SOCIALISTS

Sunday January 11, 9.30 a.m.

CLASSIC CINEMA, POND STREET
HAMPSTEAD, LONDON, N.W.3

Young Socialists
launch inspiring

THIS WEEKEND the, 3

gainst Wilson’s Washington visit

Briefly

LONGBRIDGE SHORT-TIME:
600 workers at - British-
Leyland’s Longbridge, Bir-
mingham, car plant are to go
on short-time, each losing one
shift a week from Monday.

The company made the an-
nouncement after talks with
shop stewards and told them
that the position would be
reviewed in a month’s time.

A management spokesman
said that engine production
maintained during recent
strikes had resulted in over-
stocking.

This is the second time in
recent months that the plant
has experienced short-time,

NALGO CONFERENCE:
Yesterday’s one-day conference

of the National and Local
[0 { ) *ﬁﬁ pent Officers’ Associa-
A = . ; t LUy (5 PPO~
e S0 \ k. pensions *uShomi by
8 Socis B0 “vouey B 12,3674 -
17,863,

the beginning of their 1970 prdgrmx;léxwith the

official monthly paper

BY HILARY BALDWIN

old youth paper has ever
planned.

In the past the ‘Keep Left’
has held its annual general
meeting on the first Saturday
each year with a dance in the
evening.

This year the activities—
the annual meeting, the
National Speaking Contest,
the dance, a film show and a
demonstration — are  spread
days.

Dance

Saturday's events are held
at the East India Hall, East
India Dock Road where re-
cording star Long John Baldry
is making a special appear-
ance at the dance in the
evening.

Before the film show on
Sunday morning at the Classic
Cinema, Hampstead, a well-
known film director presents
prizes for the YS National
Film Competition.

On Sunday afternoon the
Young Socialists, joined by
adult trade unionists, demon-
strate from Marble Arch to
Trafalgar Square past Down-
ing Street as part of the cam-
paign in the workers’ move-
ment to ‘Stop Wilson’s visit
to Washington’ to see US
president Nixon at the end
of January.

Changes

1970 will see important
changes for the ‘Keep Left'.

The paper has been the
spearhead amongst the youth
in the fight to build the Young
Socialists and to launch the
daily Workers Press.

In October 1966 it devel-
oped from an eight-page paper
to a 12-page one whilst re-
maining only 4d in price.

Further developments in
1969 saw an increase in page-
size and the occasional pro-
duction of a 16-page issue—
all for 4d. -

Circulation has gone
steadily upwards and at 21,000
it is more than double the
figure when the Young
Socialists were expelled from
the Labour Party in 1964.

In 1970 there are even
bigger plans, according to the
paper’s editor Aileen Jennings.

Her report to the annual
meeting on Saturday
announces important technical
improvements and a further
increase in size.

over two

Impressive start

From this impressive start
to 1970 the Young Socialists
will go forward with their
paper to campaign as never
before for a mass revolution-
ary youth movement in
Britain which will fight to

build the Workers Press and
the revolutionary party.

. majority of

The conference accepted an
executive amendment support-
ing the government’s scheme
‘in broad principle’, but press-
ing for the state to bear a
higher proportion of the
scheme’s cost.

The special conference to
discuss the strike referendum
was called by the demand of
more than 50 NALGO
branches who want action to
force changes in the plan.

BARROW-BOYS WIN
RIGHTS : Liverpool barrow-
bo yesterday won their
fight against a clause in a
Corporation parliamentary
bill which they feared could
stop them working in a num-
ber of suburban areas.

The result of a referendum
held in the city which was
announced yesterday showed
a majority of the 5,000 people
who voted were against the
clause.

Centrax
strikers to

extend
fight

ONE THOUSAND workers at
Devon’s three Centrax light
engineering factories today
complete the 11th week of
their strike for a 4s-an-hour
wage increase with no produc-
tivity ‘strings’.

The strikers broadened their
demands with a 1,500-strong
march through Newton Abbott
at the beginning of December,
campaigning for higher wages
in the South-West area.

They followed this up with
delegations to MPs at West-
minster, when strike leaders
handed back more than 100
Queen’s Award for Industry
badges as symbols of ‘ex-
ploited cheap labour’.

The strikers are determined
not to return to what they
describe as ‘the slave condi-
tions and low wages’ at
Centrax.

They are bitterly angry at
the action of a prospective
Cornish Labour candidate,
who, it is alleged, crossed the
picket line.

The local Labour .Parties
have remained silent through-
out this crucial campaign for
higher wages in the area.

To answer this treachery
the Centrax strike committee
are now discussing .how to
extend the struggle and plan
to call for token strikes
throughout the area within the
next few weeks.
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PART TWO:

JOHN MCcLEAN, ‘the
Scottish socialist school-
teacher’, as Lenin des-
cribed him, came before
the courts several times
during the First World
War.

As the first part of this
article described yesterday,
the pressure of the Clydeside
"working class was such that
he served only a small pro-
portion of the sentences
handed down to him.

He was, nevertheless, out
of action for the greater part
of the last two years of the
war.

The most famous  of
McLean’s trials was in the
High Court in Edinburgh in
May, 1918. Here he made his

defiant statement to the Scot-
tish bourgeoisie:

‘ am not here as the
accused ; I am here as the
accuser, of capitalism dripping
with blood from head to foot.

An account of the trial was
subsequently published by the
Clyde Workers’ Propaganda
Defence Committee. This has
recently been republished by
the International Marxist
Group, with an introduction
by Bob Purdie.

At first sight it is difficult
to understand why. McLean’s
statement to the jury is diffi-
cult to follow, and seems to
contain as many confusions as
it contains courageous and
defiant statements.

Taken in conjunction with
other evidence — MclLean’s
newspaper articles, etc.—it
may help the historian to
analyse some of McLean’s
theoretical weaknesses, for
example his view of imperial-
ism, mentioned above.

And it contains specific
references to incidents on the
Clyde and to McLean’s own
experiences, especially in the
appalling conditions of a Scot-
tish prison.

But as a contribution to the
working-class movement today
it is difficult to see what pur-
pose it serves. Much of
McLean’s defence was con-
fused. At times he seems con-
‘cerned with individual self-
justification:

‘I have squared my conduct

with my intellect, and if every-
one had done so this war

‘r—f‘-l—‘—/:—mu}d‘ngx‘h&h),tg takan nlaca X1
act squar. #»sd clean for my

principles.’

Materialist

Such a statement, taken
seriously, flies in the face of
everything Marxist analysis
fights for—a materialist under-
standing, as opposed to the ex-
tremely idealist view that the
war could have been prevented
by changing ‘everyone’s’ ideas.
At other times he seems con-
cerned to ‘justify’ the Russian
Revolution to his bourgeois
judges.

He offered no analysis of
the way in which the working
class had taken power in
Russia, but concentrated on
the argument that the Bol-
sheviks had been responsible
for far fewer deaths than the
Tsars.

This method of argument
seems to have led him into
confused, and even reactionary
arguments on the question of
revolutionary violence.

In arguing with a witness he
claimed that the Russian Revo-
lution ‘is the most peaceful
revolution the world has ever
seen, and it is the biggest.
Don’t you know that this war
is the most bloody that has
ever taken place, and that
revolution and  bloodshed
don’t go together’.

The witness, a mining in-
spector with the Fife Coal
Company, who had been sent
along as a spy to one of
McLean’s meetings, replied,
correctly enough: ‘No’.

Confusions and inconsisten-
cies of this sort might possibly
have sprung from tactical con-
siderations.

McLean’s statements as a

revolutionary on trial in a
bourgeois court should per-
haps not be taken at face
value.

One therefore turns to
Purdie’s introduction to this
new pamphlet for some clari-
fication of what McLean’s
speech can teach revolutionary
workers today. It is not very
helpful.

Indeed he hardly mentions
the speech he is supposed to
be introducing. He says simply:

‘In the tradition of all great
revolutionaries McLean used
the dock as a tribune from
which to denounce the war
and capitalism, and in the
tradition of vindictive bour-
geois justice he was sentenced
to five years’ penal servitude.’

Either Purdie considers the
significance of McLean’s speech
to be self-evident, and its
arguments correct, or else it
has been republished as a peg
upon which to hang a general
estimate of the significance of
John McLean.

The second possibility seems
more likely.

Introduction

Purdie indeed devotes the
major part of his introduction
to the last period of McLean’s
life—from 1919 till his death
in 1923.

He deals with the two key
questions of McLean’s last
years; why did he not join the
Communist Party of Great
Britain, founded with the sup-
port of the Third International
in 1920-1921, and why did he
turn instead to a nationalist
perspective, seeking to estab-
lish a separate Scottish revo-
lutionary party?

It is in his treatment of the
second question in particular
that Purdie’s intention be-
comes clear.

Purdie makes the point that
McLean lacked any conception
of ‘a determinedly revolution-
ary party which had separated
itself from the reformist ele-
ments in the labour move-
ment’.
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much for its theory on Mos-
cow and was caught up in the
developing influence of Stalin-
ism as a result.’

To suggest that McLean
could have saved the CP from
Stalinism is to avoid the whole
question of the nature of the
Stalinist degeneration of the
Third International after the
early 1920s.

It was precisely the lack of
real internationalist perspect-
ives (over-reliance on Moscow
in Purdie’s terms) which was
a major weakness in the British
movement, reflected in
McLean’s failure to understand
the nature of the Bolshevik
Party.

Mclean could see weak-
nesses in all the sections which
went into the CPGB.

His experience with the
Workers” Committee
had taught him to suspect the
syndicalism of the Socialist
Labour Party members who
were prominent on it.

He was able to see that a
man like William Gallacher
(‘undoubtedly great’, according
to Purdie, despite ‘the tragic
spectacle’ of his justification
of the Moscow Trials) under-
stood little of the Marxist
method. Gallacher was no more
than a militant worker who
had been attracted to syndical-
ism, and even the explicitly
bourgeois ideas of guild social-
ism, before visiting Russia and
returning claiming to be, as
McLean put it, ‘the mouth-
piece of Lenin’.

Weaknesses

McLean could see the weak-
nesses in these tendencies, but
was unable to transcend them
to see the need to build a

British Communist Party
linked to the Third Inter-
national. Purdie’s argument

can almost be stood on its
head.

Far from the links of the CP
with Moscow being too great,
it was McLean’s lack of con-
tact with the Third Inter-
national, and his inability to

John McLean and others at Parliament Square,
Edinburgh, before his trial.

But beyond saying that
McLean should not be criti-
cized for this, he offers little
explanation of why this was so.

He neither relates McLean’s
failure to weaknesses in the
British  revolutionary move-
ment as a whole, nor does he
explain its relevance to his
analysis of McLean’s national-
ism.

Purdie’s argument is, indeed,
self-contradictory.

Misleading

McLean’s refusal to join the
CP was, he writes, ‘a tragic
mistake’.

He then gives a quite mis-
leading account of why this
was so. He argues that if
McLean had joined the CP
‘the Party could have achieved
great things.

‘Instead the CP relied too

see the importance of such
contact, that was his essential
weakness.

But having argued that
McLean should have joined the
CP, Purdie contradicts himself
by apparently justifying
McLean’s nationalism, and his
attempt to fight for a separate
Scottish Workers’ Republic,

It is this, according to
Purdie, which ‘has revived in-
terest in [McLean] at present’.

And it emerges from the
relatively lengthy concluding
section of Purdie’s argument
that this is the reason why
this pamphlet has been re-
printed.

Purdie proceeds to attempt
to equate Mclean’s demand
for a Scottish Workers* Re-
public with Trotsky’s definition
of a ‘transitional demand’, in
‘The Death Agony of Capital-
ism and the Tasks of the|

rﬁ

Fourth International’ (1938).

He quotes McLean, writing
in 1920, in ‘The Vanguard’:

‘Ours is the duty to formu-
late an immediate programme
that will appeal to all the
workers, and so prepare them
for united action. We must
have a programme that no
capitalist governmend can con-
cede, one that necessarily must
bring about the downfall of the
dominant class; a programme
that may not immediately in-
spire the workers to action, but
one that in a crisis might so
rouse them that by effective
spontaneous efforts they will
sweep the capitalists out of
power.’

This, says Purdie, is basically
the same conception which
Trotsky explained in the
Transitional Programme:

‘It is necessary to help the
masses in daily struggle to
find the bridge between pre-

Scottish socialist

sent demands and the socialist
programme of the revolution.
This bridge should include a
system of transitional de-
mands, stemming from today’s
consciousness of wide layers of
the working class and unalter-
ably leading to one final con-
clusion: the conquest of power
by the proletariat.’

Home Rule

Scottish Home Rule was,
says Purdie, ‘a widely popular
demand’: witness the fact that
the ILP MPs introduced Home
Rule Bills in the House of
Commons in the 1920s. So he
argues McLean’s call for a
Scottish Workers’ Republic
was in the nature of a tran-
sitional demand. The implica-
tion is that it still is.

There are several not very
well - concealed intellectual
sleights of hand in this argu-
ment.

Firstly, the quotation from
McLean comes from an article
in which Scotland is not
specifically mentioned. McLean
had, it is true, begun to flirt
with nationalist demands in
1919; but it was not till after
the post-war defeats for the
working class and the recession
in the revolutionary movement
that McLean, isolated from
all the main tendencies in the
movement turned, in 1922, up
the blind alley of seeking to
build a separate Scottish
Workers’ Republic through his
Scottish Workers’ Republican
Party.

Secondly, Purdie avoids
taking up the question of
McLean’s conception that the
working class can take power
‘by effective spontaneous
effort’.

McLean, in the article
quoted, was indeed working

towards an understanding of

the link between ‘the present
consciousness’ of the workers
and revolutionary demands. He
rightly pointed out the fact
that the programme of the
Bolsheviks in 1917 had been
first ‘Peace, Bread, Land’.

No lessons

But he failed to draw out
the lesson that the Bolsheviks
were able to take power on
these demands because of the
theoretical and practical work
that had gone into the building
of the Bolshevik Party.

This is, of course, a crucial
difference between McLean’s
conceptions and Trotsky’s.

For Trotsky’s ‘transitional
demands’ were linked with the
building of parties linked to
the Fourth International.
McLean never went beyond

of
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his essentially propagandist
method.

Finally, Purdie crudely con-
fuses the ‘consciousness of the
working class’, thrown into
trade union struggles by the
crises of capitalism, with a
‘widely popular demand’.

A ‘widely popular demand’
may, of course, be extremely
reactionary, arising precisely
out of the backwardness of the
working class: racjalist de-
mands for example.

Nationalism in Scotland to-
day indeed belongs to this
category, but Purdie’s argu-
ment attempts to conceal this.

To use the attempts of the
ILP to introduce Home Rule
bills in parliament as evidence
is a very reactionary method
of argument.

The ILP leadership repre-
sented a centrist, petty-bour-
geois tendency within the
working-class movement, as
Lenin and  Trotsky both
showed.

Its demands for Home Rule
belong to this tendency, and in
fact stand in direct line with
similar demands made in par-
fiament by Scottistritberal MDs
in the period 1890 to 1914.

It is clear therefore that
these demands arose not out
of the needs of the working

THE LETTER
‘Eugenics for Capitalism’
(Workers Press, January 2),
written by FC was a criticism
of a ‘Scientific World’ article
on December 4 (‘Middle class
shudders at superman
spectre’).

According to FC, the earlier
article had too easily dis-
missed the implications of
current scientific work in mole-
cular biology and biochemistry
and the concern about them
expressed by people like the
the scientists themselves.

The  particular scientific
advance in question was the
isolation of a group of pure
genes (the factors determining
inherited characteristics from
a living organism).

FC takes up the issue be-
cause, he says, it is important
from two angles. First, these
discoveries ‘offer the pos-
sibility of man controlling his
life for the better’. But at the
same time ‘They will give to a
desperate capitalist class new
and completely untried tech-
niques for repression’.

headlined

Experiments

To illustrate the latter point,
he refers to the Nazi experi-
ments in concentration camps
and the possibility that by in-
troducing human chromosomes
into an ape egg, ° . great
numbers of man-apes could
be produced—a new labour
force? More docile, less de-
manding of a human share of
the wealth of the world, un-
aggressive, bred to defeat and

slavery’.
Several  questions  occur
immediately. Did the Nazis

succeed, or could they have
succeeded, in producing by
biological methods a Nazi ?

They could mutilate human
beings, and no doubt the man-
ipulation of heredity can
mutilate offspring, but is there
a single ideological or political
characteristic which is known
to correspond to any particular
biological trait, inherited or
otherwise?

There is not.

The Nazis believed there
were: they were racialists, and
therefore considered that in-
born  racial  characteristics
gave rise to different qualities
of personality and capacity
for civilization.

There is not the slightest
foundation for such -a belief.

How would ‘more docile’
men be bred? Nobody knows
anything about biological
characteristics which, if

changed, would affect ‘docility’
without impairing all sorts of
other traits.

Except where ‘docility’ is
associated with backwardness
due to damage or physical
defect of the brain, its pre-
sence is socially and ideologic-
ally caused and can be socially
and ideologically modified (by
organization, learning, agita-
tion, provocation, etc.).

What would be the point of
a ‘half-ape half-man’ for the
capitalists?

Presumably to lower the in-
telligence of the labour force
and perpetrate its exploitation.

But capitalism constantly
socializes and spurs on the
means of production, because
of competition and the need
to accumulate capital and off-
set the tendency for the rate
of profit to fall.

Are these ape-men to devise,
develop and operate these
means of production?

If on the other hand they
are to be used (assuming they
can be made) for unskilled
jobs, the fact is that the
labour-supply for such jobs
will continue to increase and
give rise to surplus population
under capitalism.

Will the ape-men be bred
to increase the reserve army
of the unemployed?

These queries suggest that
FC may be missing the point
in relation to the great
advances in biology, genetics
and biochemistry.

In context

ike other strides forward in
science, they must be firmly
placed in the context of the
social-economic relations in
which they arise.

It is inadequate to consider
them only in relation to (1)
the uses to which capitalists
may put them, and (2) the
uses to which man under
socialism may put them.

I do not think that Martin

Zarrop in his original article
(December 4) was being ‘mis-
leading and simplistic over
certain fundamental questions’,
as FC asserts.
On the contrary, he raised an
essential point when he char-
acterized the middle-class fear
of the consequences of scien-
tific advance as an individual-
istic response which could see
the advances as only external
forces.

FC, on the other hand, does
mistakenly over-simplify, be-
cause he elaborates on these
consequences without making

Genetics and
Capitalism

DISCUSSION CONTINUES

C. 3. REPLIES

any social-historical or class
analysis of what is involved.

Science, including biological
science, is part of the produc-
tive forces of man in his col-
lective struggle against nature.

Under capitalism, it separ-
ated from labour-power and
the labouring class as a dis-
tinct productive force, and so
it comes into the labourer’s
life as a weapon of capital

-against him.

Both  productive  forces,
science and labour-power,
must become capital before

production can take place at
all under capitalism: scientific
research and application is
paid for by constant capital,
and labour-power by variable
capital (wages).

Only when this investment
(desired by profit and the
conditions for its realization)
has taken place, do science
and labour-power  become
‘social productive forces’.

Contradiction

The historical crisis of cap-
italist society, the epoch of
socialist revolution against it,
arises because these produc-
tive forces come into contra-
diction with the above capital-
ist form of production, and
press for ‘their actual recogni-
tion as social productive
forces’.

In various ways it becomes
manifest that ‘the productive
forces have outgrown all con-
trol other than that of society
itself’ (Engels: ‘Anti-Duhring’).

Outside of this socialist
solution, the control of science

by the associated producers,
there is only the turning of
this productive force into a
destructive force.

Because the victim of bour-
geois ideology cannot go be-
yond the horizons of the cap-
italist order, he therefore goes
on his knees, paralyzed with
fear at the consequences of

. science!

But the very same large-
scale organization of produc-

tion, research and development
by giant international trusts
with the necessity of state
(usually military) budgets, as
well as threatening mass ter-
ror, is also creating the
modern international working
class and the necessary con-
diticns of its unification.

If this is lost sight of, then
scientific socialism is thrown
out of the window in favour
of moral exhortations to
quickly carry out historical
duty.

Death agony

Certainly a serious and con-
sidered sense of the dangers
to humanity arising from the
prolongation of capitalism’s
death agony is a necessary
part of our revolutionary con-
sciousness, but it is not our
starting-point.

The desperation of middle-
class consciousness, including
that of the scientists, must
again not be taken just at face-
value.

It is indicative of the break-
up of capitalist ideology, the
crisis of the intellectuals
which heralds the demise of
every social system.

These middle-class intellec-
tuals perform the task, on
behalf of capitalism, of con-
ditioning the masses to the be-
lief that the capitalist system,

g Beprt Gud!
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‘Noble Aryan’ Nazis picket Jewish-owned shops in Germany.
Nazi scientists mutilated countless concentration camp o
victims in their fruitless experiments designed to justify racialism.
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Fourth International’ (1938).

He quotes McLean, writing
in 1920, in ‘The Vanguard’ :

‘Ours is the duty to formu-
Jate an immediate programme
that will appeal to all the
workers, and so prepare them
for united action. We must
have a programme that no
capitalist government can con-
cede, one that necessarily must
bring about the downfall of the
dominant class; a programme
that may not immediately in-
spire the workers to action, but
one that in a crisis might so
rouse them that by effective
spontaneous efforts they will
sweep the capitalists out of
power.’

This, says Purdie, is basically
the same conception which
Trotsky explained in the
Transitional Programme:

‘It is necessary to help the
masses in daily struggle to
find the bridge between pre-

system of transitional de-
mands, stemming from today’s
consciousness of wide layers of
the working class and unalter-
ably leading to one final con-
clusion: the conquest of power
by the proletariat.’

Home Rule

Scottish Home Rule was,
says Purdie, ‘a widely popular
demand’: witness the fact that
the ILP MPs introduced Home
Rule Bills in the House of
Commons in the 1920s. So he
argues McLean’s call for a
Scottish Workers’ Republic
was in the nature of a tran-
sitional demand. The implica-
tion is that it still is.

There are several not very
well - concealed intellectual
sleights of hand in this argu-
ment.

Firstly, the quotation from
McLean comes from an article
in which Scotland is not
specifically mentioned. McLean
had, it is true, begun to flirt
with nationalist demands in
1919; but it was not till after
the post-war defeats for the
working class and the recession
in the revolutionary movement
that McLean, isolated from
all the main tendencies in the
movement turned, in 1922, up
the blind alley of seeking to
build a separate Scottish
Workers’ Republic through his
Scottish Workers’ Republican
Party.

Secondly, Purdie avoids
taking up the question of
McLean’s conception that the
working class can take pOwer
‘by effective spontaneous
effort’.

McLlean, in the article
quoted, was indeed working

McLean

Scottish socialist

sent demands and the socialist
programme of the revolution.
This bridge should include a

towards an understanding of
the link between ‘the present
consciousness’ of the workers
and revolutionary demands. He
rightly pointed out the fact
that the programme of the
Bolsheviks in 1917 had been
first ‘Peace, Bread, Land’.

No lessons

But he failed to draw out
the lesson that the Bolsheviks
were able to take power on
these demands because of the
theoretical and practical work
that had gone into the building
of the Bolshevik Party.

This is, of course, a crucial
diference between McLean’s
conceptions and Trotsky’s.

For Trotsky’s ‘transitional
demands’ were linked with the
building of parties linked to
the Fourth International.
McLean never went beyond
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his essentially propagandist
method.

Finally, Purdie crudely con-
fuses the ‘consciousness of the
working class’, thrown into
trade union struggles by the
crises of capitalism, with a
‘widely popular demand’.

A ‘widely popular demand’
may, of course, be extremely
reactionary, arising precisely
out of the backwardness of the
working class: racialist de-
mands for example.

Nationalism in Scotland to-
day indeed belongs to this
category, but Purdie’s argu-
ment attempts to conceal this.

To use the attempts of the
ILP to introduce Home Rule
bills in parliament as evidence
is a very reactionary method
of argument.

The ILP leadership repre-
sented a centrist, petty-bour-
geois tendency within the
working-class movement, as
Lenin and Trotsky both
showed.

Its demands for Home Rule
belong to this tendency, and in
fact stand in direct line with
similar demands made in par-
ffament by ScottistrHiberal Mo
in the period 1890 to 1914.

It is clear therefore that
these demands arose not out
of the needs of the working

THE LETTER headlined

‘Eugenics for Capitalism’
(Workers Press, January 2),
written by FC was a criticism
of a ‘Scientific World’ article
on December 4 (‘Middle class
shudders at superman
spectre’).

According to FC, the earlier
article had too easily dis-
missed the implications of
current scientific work in mole-
cular biology and biochemistry
and the concern about them
expressed by people like the
the scientists themselves.

The particular  scientific
advance in question was the
isolation of a group of pure
genes (the factors determining
inherited characteristics from
a living organism).

FC takes up the issue be-
cause, he says, it is important
from two angles. First, these
discoveries ‘offer the pos-
sibility of man controlling his
life for the better’. But at the
same time ‘They will give to a
desperate capitalist class new
and completely untried tech-
niques for repression’.

Experiments

To illustrate the latter point,
he refers to the Nazi experi-
ments in concentration camps
and the possibility that by in-
troducing human chromosomes
into an ape egg, ° . great
numbers of man-apes could
be produced—a new labour
force? More docile, less de-
manding of a human share of
the wealth of the world, un-
aggressive, bred to defeat and
slavery’.

Several questions  occur
immediately. Did the Nazis
succeed, or could they have
succeeded, in producing by
biological methods a Nazi?

They could mutilate human
beings, and no doubt the man-
ipulation of heredity can
mutilate offspring, but is there
a single ideological or political
characteristic which is known
to correspond to any particular
biological - trait, inherited or
otherwise?

There is not.

The Nazis believed there
were: they were racialists, and
therefore considered that in-
born  racial characteristics
gave rise to different qualities
of personality and capacity
for civilization.

There is not the slightest
foundation for such a belief.

How would ‘more docile’
men be bred? Nobody knows
anything about biological

characteristics which, if

changed, would affect ‘docility’
without impairing all sorts of
other traits.

Except where ‘docility’ is
associated with backwardness
due to damage or physical
defect of the brain, its pre-
sence is socially and ideologic-
ally caused and can be socially
and ideologically modified (by
organization, learning, agita-
tion, provocation, etc.).

What would be the point of
a ‘half-ape half-man’ for the
capitalists?

Presumably to lower the in-
telligence of the labour force
and perpetrate its exploitation.

But capitalism constantly
socializes and spurs on the
means of production, because
of competition and the need
to accumulate capital and off-
set the tendency for the rate
of profit to fall.

Are these ape-men to devise,
develop and operate these
means of production?

If on the other hand they
are- to be used (assuming they
can be made) for unskilled
jobs, the fact is that the
labour-supply for such jobs
will continue to increase and
give rise to surplus population
under capitalism.

Will the ape-men be bred
to increase the reserve army
of the unemployed?

These queries suggest that
FC may be missing the point
in relation to the great
advances in biology, genetics
and biochemistry.

In context

ike other strides forward in
science, they must be firmly
placed in the context of the
social-economic relations in
which they arise.

It is inadequate to consider
‘them only in relation to (1)
the uses to which capitalists
may put them, and (2) the
uses to which man under
socialism may put them.

I do not think that Martin

Zarrop in his original article
(December 4) was being ‘mis-
leading and simplistic over
certain fundamental questions’,
as FC asserts.
On the contrary, he raised an
essential point when he char-
acterized the middle-class fear
of the consequences of scien-
tific advance as an individual-
istic response which could see
the advances as only external
forces.

FC, on the other hand, does
mistakenly over-simplify, be-
cause he elaborates on these
consequences without making

Genetics and
Capitalism
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any social-historical or class
analysis of what is involved.

Science, including biological
science, is part of the produc-
tive forces of man in his col-
lective struggle against nature.

Under capitalism, it separ-
ated from labour-power and
the labouring class as a dis-
tinct productive force, and so
it comes into the labourer’s
life as a weapon of capital
-against him.

Both  productive  forces,
science and labour-power,
must become capital before

production can take place at
all under capitalism: scientific
research and application is
paid for by constant capital,
and labour-power by variable
capital (wages).

Only when this investment
(desired by profit and the
conditions for its realization)
has taken place, do science
and labour-power  become
‘social productive forces’.

Contradiction

The historical crisis of cap-
italist society, the epoch of
socialist revolution against it,
arises because these produc-
tive forces come into contra-
diction with the above capital-
ist form of production, and
press for ‘their actual recogni-
tion as social productive
forces’.

In various ways it becomes
manifest that ‘the productive
forces have outgrown all con-
trol other than that of society
itself’ (Engels: ‘Anti-Duhring”).

Outside of this socialist
solution, the control of science

by the associated producers,
there is only the turning of
this productive force into a
destructive force.

Because the victim of bour-
geois ideology cannot go be-
yond the horizons of the cap-
italist order, he therefore goes
on his knees, paralyzed with
fear at the consequences of

. science!

But the very same large-
scale organization of produc-

tion, research and development
by giant international trusts
with the necessity of state
(usually military) budgets, as
well as threatening mass ter-
ror, is also creating the
modern international working
class and the necessary con-
diticns of its unification.

If this is lost sight of, then
scientific socialism is thrown
out of the window in favour
of moral exhortations to
quickly carry . out historical
duty.

Death agony

Certainly a serious and con-
sidered sense of the dangers
to humanity arising from the
prolongation of capitalism’s
death agony is a necessary
part of our revolutionary con-
sciousness, but it is not our
starting-point.

The desperation of middle-
class consciousness, including
that of the scientists, must
again not be taken just at face-
value.

It is indicative of the break-
up of capitalist ideology, the
crisis of the intellectuals
which heralds the demise of
every social system.

These middle-class intellec-
tuals perform the task, on
behalf of capitalism, of con-
ditioning the masses to the be-
lief that the capitalist system,

‘Noble Aryan’ Nazis picket Jewish-owned shops in Germany.
Nazi scientists mutilated countless concentration camp .
victims in their fruitless experiments designed to justify racialism.

class, but came from a section
of the ruling class.

Elsewhere, Purdie refers to
the influence of James
Connolly’s ideas on McLean.
McLean, in this last phase of
his life, did indeed refer back
to Connolly’s example, and to
the Easter Rising of 1916 after
which Connolly was executed.

Analyse

But he failed ever to analyse
in a Marxist way the reasons
for Connolly’'s defeat — his
failure to see the need for a
revolutionary  working - class
party working within the
nationalist movement, but in-
dependent of all reformist and
bourgeois tendencies.

Nor was he able to analyse
the differences between Irish
nationalism, rooted in the pro-
gressive demands of the Irish
bourgeoisie to throw off their
subservience to British im-

At the Russian
front the
Bolshevik Party
of Lenin
demanded
‘Bread, Peace
and Land’.

perialism, and Scottish nation-
alism, rooted in the decadence
of the Scottish bourgeoisie,
whose progressive role was
played out in its part in build-
ing industrial capitalism in
Britain in the 19th century.

The analogy he drew be-
tween Scotland and Ireland
was impressionistic, and repre-
sented the abandonment of the
fight for Marxism by McLean.

It is wunderstandable why

e Mol oany—broken by bourgeois
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.prisons, demoralized by all the
betrayals he has witnessed,
isolated from all his former
comrades, should have made
these mistakes.

But this does not -explain
Purdie’s desire to cover up
these mistakes and present the
most reactionary period of
John McLlean’s heroic life of
struggle as an example to the
working-class movement of to-
day.

He fails to explain the weak-
nesses in McLean's analogy
between Scotland and Ireland,
or even to give any evidence
for his assertion that Connolly
influenced McLean.

It is not enough to say
simply that McLean referred
back to Connolly when he
began to argue for a separate
Scotland.

When Connolly was in Scot-
land before the First World
War, he was a member of the
Socialist Labour Party, rather
than the British Socialist Party
gf which Mclean was a mem-

er.

And when the Easter Rising
occurred McLean was in

prison. No evidence has been
produced therefore to show
that McLean had thought at all
deeply about the relationship
between Irish and Scottish
nationalism.

It seems likely that when he
was driven to a reactionary
nationalist  perspective, he
simply grasped at any straw
which seemed to justify it.

The crucial point, however,
is to grasp the essential nature
of Scottish nationalism as a
bourgeois tendency which has
nothing in common with the
needs of the working class.

The International Marxist
Group—of which Purdie is a

leading member—is evidently
concerned to conceal this and
to move closer to nationalism
in Scotland because it regards
it as a ‘widely-popular de-
mand’.

John McLean’s well-deserved
reputation as a great revolu-
tionary fighter is thus mobi-
lized in the service of those
who fight against Marxism.

Crucial

McLean’s weaknesses were
many, as those of the British
revolutionary movement at this
period were many. It is crucial
that they ,should be under-
stood.

Those who seek to conceal
them, to use the most de-
moralized and reactionary
period of McLean’s life as a
justification for their own anti-
working-class  politics, fight
against everything for which
McLean sacrificed his life.

McLean devoted his life to

the struggle of the working
class against capitalism, and
through his ‘boundless cour-
age’, as Lenin said, kept alive
the best traditions in the Scot-
tish working-class movement.

But forces of bourgeois
society — physical and ideo-
logical — ultimately  defeated
him and prevented him from
taking up the fight for Lenin-
ism and the Third International
in the period 1919-1923.

To try and conceal the
nature of this defeat in the
name of uncritical hero-wor-
shipping, is to desecrate the
name of a most courageous
revolutionary, John McLean.

given a little democratic pres-
sure and empiricist ‘common-

sense’, can continue inde-
finitely to meet humanity’s
needs.

And yet, confronted with
the greatest conquests of
human activity and genius,

they can predict only disaster!

The greatest of all produc-
tive forces is the class of pro-
ducers itself, under capitalism
the working class.

Capitalism in its early period
inflicted upon this class the
most inhuman mutilations,
through long hours of work,
back-breaking toil, a ruthless
division of labour and the ex-
ploitation of women and
children.

But from this class arose
the organization and the con-
sciousness to enforce the
working day, the right to
organize, the abolition of child
labour, and other ‘victories of
the political economy of the
working class over the political
economy of the capitalist
class’ (Marx).

Science in the hands of the
capitalists has necessarily been
seen not as one of man’s
essential powers, but as a
danger to life. )

Modern biological advances,
thrown into the maelstrom

of monopoly competition and
imperialist war, take on this
same appearance.

But we start always from
the actually developing
national contradictions and the
preparation of the forces to
overthrow capitalism.

The laws of development of
this struggle and the ability
we have to decisively affect it
through knowledge of these
laws; these stand higher than
any abstract scientific dis-
coveries, military innovations,
etc.

Social laws

Capitalism is - not just a
system of waste and destruc-
tion against which the workers
must revolt . . . or else.

It is a social-economic for-
mation subject to historical
laws of development whose
fate depends upon the ability
of the proletariat to grasp the
nature of these Jaws in
struggle, overthrow capitalism
and establish the planned
economy of socialism.

Finally, there is the question
of the actual meaning of the
recent discoveries for our

understanding of the natural
world.

As FC points out, many
more scientists are Dbeing
forced to the need for a dia-
lectical instead of an empiricist
understanding of nature.

The isolation of a pure
gene (shown in the. electron-
microscope photograph accom-
panying both FC’s and M.
Zarrop’s articles) is of course
one further nail in the coffin
of all theological and idealist
views of the nature of life.
 The fact that within capital-
ism, as a necessary outcome of
the needs of production and
associated research, this
knowledge develops and shakes
the foundations of all fixed,
metaphysical interpretations
of the world, is once again
part of the irresistible progress
of the productive forces, above
all of the class of producers
itself, which lays the basis for
the consciousness necessary to
remove by revolutionary means
the outworn capitalist rela-
tions of production.

C.S.

BBC 1

9.00 a.m. Nai Zindagi — Naya
Jeevan. 9.30 Repondez s'il vous
plait.  10.00-10.30 Wie Bitte?
11.00 Seeing and Believing. 11.30
The Parkers At Saltram: new
series, 1769-1789. Everyday life
in a great house. 12 noon Know
How. 12.30-1.00 p.m. Manage-
ment in the 70’s. 1.25 Farming.
2.00 The Education Programme.
2.29 News Headlines. 2.30 A Film
For The Family: ‘My Friend
Flicka’ with Roddy McDowall. A
young boy's love for a yearling
colt. 4.00 Humpty Dumpty On
Ice. 5.00 Holiday 70. 5.30 Ivan-
hoe. 5.55 Clangers.
6.05 News and Weather.
6.15 Religion In The Sixties.
6.50 Songs Of Praise.
7.25 Paul Temple.
8.15 The Sunday Musical: ‘Pal
Joey’.
With

Frank Sinatra,

Rita Hayworth and Kim
Novak. A Rodgers and
Hart musical.
10.00 News and Weather.
10.10 Omnibus: ‘Last Summer
We Played In The Alps’.
11.10 Monty Python’s Flying
Circus.
11.40 Weather.

REGIONAL

All regions as BBC-1 except at the
following times :

Midlands and East Anglia: 11.42 p.m,
Weather.

North of England, Northern Ireland,
South and West: 11.42 p.m. News
Summary and Weather.

Wales: 1.25-1.50 p.m. Farming In Wales.
2.30-2.55 The Doctors. 2.55-3.50
Rugby Union. 3.50-4.10 The Doctors.
4.10-4.30 Cadw Cwmni. 4.30-5.00
Maes A Mor. 6.50-7.23 Dechrau Canu,
Dechrau Canmol.

Scotland: 6.15-6.50 p.m. Sunday Set.
11.10-11.40 Rebecca West.

BBC 2

7.00 News Review and Weather.
7.25 Rowan and Martin’s
Laugh-In.
8.15 The World About Us:
‘Train to Calcutta’.
The journey from Bom-
bay to Calcutta through
the eyes of two pas-
sengers.
9.05 Music on 2.
10.00 Yesterday’s Witness :

Levant Mine Disaster.
50 years ago 31 miners
were killed at the
Levant Tin Mine near

Lands End.
10.30 ‘Germinal’ by Emile Zola.
Part one of a story
about coalminers in
1867.
11.10 News.

11.15 Line-Up.
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class, but came from a section
of the ruling class.

Elsewhere, Purdie refers to
the influence of James
Connolly’s ideas on McLean.
McLean, in this last phase of
his life, did indeed refer back
to Connolly’s example, and to
the Easter Rising of 1916 after
which Connolly was executed.

Analyse

But he failed ever to analyse
in a Marxist way the reasons
for Connolly’s defeat— his
failure to see the need for a
revolutionary  working - class
party working within the
nationalist movement, but in-
dependent of all reformist and
bourgeois tendencies.

Nor was he able to analyse
the differences between Irish
nationalism, rooted in the pro-
gressive demands of the Irish
bourgeoisie to throw off their
subservience to British im-

At the Russian
front the
Bolshevik Party
of Lenin
demanded
‘Bread, Peace
and Land’.

perialism, and Scottish nation-
alism, rooted in the decadence
of the Scottish bourgeoisie,
whose progressive role was
played out in its part in build-
ing industrial capitalism in
Britain in the 19th century.

The analogy he drew be-
tween Scotland and Ireland
was impressionistic, and repre-
sented the abandonment of the
fight for Marxism by McLean.

It is wunderstandable why
McLean, brokerr by bourgeois
prisons, demoralized by all the
betrayals he has witnessed,
isolated from all his former
comrades, should have made
these mistakes.

But this does not .explain
Purdie’s desire to cover up
these mistakes and present the
most reactionary period of
John McLean’s heroic life of
struggle as an example to the
working-class movement of to-
day.

He fails to explain the weak-
nesses in McLean’s analogy
between Scotland and Ireland,
or even to give any evidence
for his assertion that Connolly
influenced McLean.

It is not enough to say
simply that McLean referred
back to Connolly when he
began to argue for a separate
Scotland.

When Connolly was in Scot-
land before the First World
War, he was a member of the
Socialist Labour Party, rather
than the British Socialist Party
of which McLean was a mem-
ber.

And when the Easter Rising
occurred McLean was in

prison. No evidence has been
produced therefore to show
that McLean had thought at all
deeply about the relationship
between Irish and Scottish
nationalism.

It seems likely that when he
was driven to a reactionary
nationalist  perspective, he
simply grasped at any straw
which seemed to justify it.

The crucial point, however,
is to grasp the essential nature
of Scottish nationalism as a
bourgeois tendency which has
nothing in common with the
needs of the working class.

The International Marxist
Group—of which Purdie is a

leading member—is evidently
concerned to conceal this and
to move closer to nationalism
in Scotland because it regards
it as a ‘widely-popular de-
mand’.

John McLean's well-deserved
reputation as a great revolu-
tionary fighter is thus mobi-
lized in the service of those
who fight against Marxism.

Crucial

MclLean’s weaknesses were
many, as those of the British
revolutionary movement at this
period were many. It is crucial
that they ,should be under-
stood.

Those who seek to conceal
them, to use the most de-
moralized and reactionary
period of McLean’s life as a
justification for their own anti-
working-class politics, fight
against everything for which
McLean sacrificed his life.

McLean devoted his life to

the struggle of the working
class against capitalism, and
through his ‘boundless cour-
age’, as Lenin said, kept alive
the best traditions in the Scot-
tish working-class movement.

But forces of bourgeois
society — physical and ideo-
logical — ultimately  defeated

him and prevented him from
taking up the fight for Lenin-
ism and the Third International
in the period 1919-1923.

To try and conceal the
nature of this defeat in the
name of uncritical hero-wor-
shipping, is to desecrate the
name of a most courageous
revolutionary, John McLean.

given a little democratic pres-
sure and empiricist ‘common-

sense’, can continue inde-
finitely to meet humanity’s
needs.

And yet, confronted with
the greatest conquests of
human activity and genius,

they can predict only disaster!

The greatest of all produc-
tive forces is the class of pro-
ducers itself, under capitalism
the working class.

Capitalism in its early period
inflicted upon this class the
most  inhuman mutilations,
through long hours of work,
back-breaking toil, a ruthless
division of labour and the ex-
ploitation of women and
children.

But from this class arose
the organization and the con-
sciousness to enforce the
working day, the right to
organize, the abolition of child
labour, and other ‘victories of
the political economy of the
working class over the political
economy of the capitalist
class’ (Marx).

Science in the hands of the
capitalists has necessarily been
seen not as one of man’s
essential powers, but as a
danger to life.

Modern biological advances,
thrown into the maelstrom

of monopoly competition and
imperialist war, take on this
same appearance.
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But we start always from
the actually developing
national contradictions and the
preparation of the forces to
overthrow capitalism.

The laws of development of
this struggle and the ability
we have to decisively affect it
through knowledge of these
laws; these stand higher than
any abstract scientific dis-
coveries, military innovations,
etc.

Social laws

Capitalism is ' not just a
system of waste and destruc-
tion against which the workers
must revolt . . . or else.

It is a social-economic for-
mation subject to historical
laws of development whose
fate depends upon the ability
of the proletariat to grasp the
nature of these laws in
struggle, overthrow capitalism
and establish the planned
economy of socialism.

Finally, there is the question
of the actual meaning of the
recent discoveries for our

understanding of the natural
world.

As FC points out, many
more scientists are being
forced to the need for a dia-
lectical instead of an empiricist
understanding of nature.

The isolation of a pure
gene (shown in the electron-
microscope photograph accom-
panying both FC’s and M.
Zarrop’s articles) is of course
one further nail in the coffin
of all theological and idealist
views of the nature of life.

The fact that within capital-
ism, as a necessary outcome of
the needs of production and
associated research, this
knowledge develops and shakes
the foundations of all fixed,
metaphysical interpretations
of the world, is once again
part of the irresistible progress
of the productive forces, above
all of the class of producers
itself, which lays the basis for
the consciousness necessary to
remove by revolutionary means
the outworn capitalist rela-
tions of production.

C.S.

SATURDAY TV

BBC 1

ITV

12 noon Weather. 12.05 p.m.
Casey Jones. 12.25 Zokko! 12.45
Grandstand. 12.55 Football Pre-
view. 1.10, 1.40, 2.40, 4.30 Rally-
cross. 1.20, 1,50, 2.20 Racing
From Newbury. 1.30 Newton
Novices’ Hurdle Race. 2.00 Wan-
tage Novices’ Steeplechase. 2.30
Geoffrey Gilbey Memorial Handi-
cap Steeplechase. 2.55 Rugby
Union: Ireland v. South Africa.
4.50 Results Service. 5.15 Dr.
Who. 5.40 The Debbie Reynolds
Show.

6.05 News and Weather.

6.15 It’s Cliff Richard.

6.45 High Adventure: ‘The

Last Voyage’.

With  Robert  Stack,
Dorothy Malone, George

‘ Sanders and Edmond
O’Brien. The tense

struggle of a man to free
his wife trapped on a
sinking ship.

The Val Doonican Show.
Vanity Fair.
News and Weather.

Match Of The Day Special:
1970 World Cup Draw.

11.30 Braden’s Week.
12 midnight Weather.

8.15
9.00
9.45
9.55

11.10 a.m. Doctor On Call. 11.35
Taste and Style. 12.00 noon
Thunderbirds. 12.50 p.m. News.
12.55 World of Sport. 1.00 On
The Ball. 1.20 They're Off. 1.30,
2.00, 2.30, 3.00 Racing from
Market Rasen. 1.45, 2.15, 245
Racing From Catterick. 3.10
International Sports Special: Ski-
ing from Grindelwald and Wen-
gen and Scrambling from Hawke-
stone Park. 4.00 Wrestling. 5.00
Results Service. 5.15 Doctor In
The House. 5.45 News.

5.50
6.45

7.35
8.05

Bonanza.
The John Davidson Show.

Never A Cross Word.

‘The Golden Blade’.
With Rock Hudson and
Piper Laurie.

9.35
9.45

News.

Saturday Night Theatre:

‘Anniversary’.
With Michael Bryant
and Judy Cornwell. The
husband has forgotten
it.

The Untouchables.

All Our Yesterdays.

a.m. Modern Man — The
Loser ?

10.45
11.40
12.10

REGIONAL BBC

All regions as BBC-1 except at the
following times :

Midlands and East Anglia, South and
West : 12.02 a.m. Weather.

North of England: 12.02 a.m. Northern
News Summary.

Scotland: During Grandstand: 2.10-2.20

France. 2.55-4.30 International Rugby
Union: Scotland v. France. 5.00-5.15,
10.40-11.30  Sportsreel. 12.02 a.m.
Scottish News Headlines, Weather.

Wales: 12.25-12.45 p.m. Cadi Ha. 5.40
6.05 Disc A Dawn.

Northern Ireland: 5.10-5.15 p.m. Sports
Results, News Summary. 11.00 Square

Film: ‘Hud’, with Paul Newman. 10.00
News. 10.10 Theatre. 11.10 Many Happy
Returns: Barbara Hepworth. 11.40 Man-
hunt. 12.30 a.m. 'Weather.

SOUTHERN: 12.22 p.m. Regional
Weather. 12.25 Mad Movies. 12.50
London. 5.15 Tarzan. 6.10 News. 6.15
Michael Miles Quiz. 6.45 London. 8.05
Saturday Film: ‘The Ceremony’ with
Laurence Harvey and Sarah Miles. The
leader of a gang of bank robbers is
caught and sentenced to death. His
girlfriend plots his escape. 10.00 News.
10.10 Theatre. 11.10 News. 11.20 Peyton
Place. 11.50 Weather.

WESTWARD: As Channel except: 12.35
a.m. Faith For Life. 12.41 Weather.

HARLECH: 12.25 p.m. Tinker and
Taylor. 12.50 London. 5.15 Tarzan. 6.10

News. 6.15 Wheel Of Fortune. 6.45
London. 8.05 Saturday Cinema: ‘For-
syte Saga’, with Errol Flynn, Greer

Garson, Walter Pidgeon, Janet Leigh
and Robert Young. Love and hate by
John Galsworthy. 10.00 News. 10.10
Theatre. 11.10 Late Night Cinema: ‘Ter-
ror By Nighit’,” with Basil Rathbone and
Nigel Stock. Sherlock Holmes. 12.20
a.m. Weather.

Harlech (Wales) as above except: 12
noon-12.25 p.m. The Owl Service. 6.45-
7.35 p.m. Hyd A Lled.

ANGLIA: 12.50 London. 5.15 Tarzan
followed by Weather. 6.10 News. 6.15
Wheel Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.10
‘Bhowani_Junction’, with Ava Gardner,
Stewart Granger and Bill Travers. 10.00
News, Weather. 10.15 Theatre. 11.10
Court Martial. 12.05 a.m. Reflection.

MIDLANDS: 11.55 a.m. All Our Yester-
days. 12.25 p.m, Captain Scarlet. 12.50
London. 5.15 Voyage To The Bottom
Of The Sea. 6.10 News. 6.15 Parkin’s
Patch. 6.45 London. 8.10 Feature Film:
‘A Walk On The Wild Side’, with
Laurence Harvey, Capucine, Barbara
Stanwyck, Jane Fonda. Rough New
Orleans brothel life. 10.00 News. 10.15
Theatre. 11.10 I Spy followed by
Weather.

p.m. Rugby Preview: Scotland v. One.

CHANNEL: 12.50 p.m. London. 5.15 ULSTER: 12.50 p.m. London. 5.05
Tarzan. 6.10 National News. 6.15 Wheel Ulster Sports Results. 5.15 Land Of
Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.05 Saturday The Giants. 6.10 News. 6.15 Wheel

Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.05 Feature
Film: ‘Circle of Danger’, with Ray
Milland, Patricia Roc. An American
comes to England to investigate his
brother’s death. 9.30 Tommy’s Tavern.
10.00 News. 10.15 Theatre. 11.10 Man
In A Suitcase.

YORKSHIRE: 12.10 p.m. Paulus. 12.20
The Adventures of Seaspray. 12.50
London. 5.15 The Big alley. 6.10
News and Weather. 6.15 The John
Davidson Show. 7.00 Never A Cross
Word. 7.30 Edgar Wallace. 8.30 ‘The
Little Hut’, with Ava Gardner, Stewart
Granger, David Niven and Walter
Chiari. Comedy about castaways on a
desert island. 10.00 News and Weather.
10.10 Theatre. 11.10 The Avengers.
12.05 a.m. Weather.

GRANADA: 11.25 a.m. Doctor On Call.
11.50 Ballet For All. 12.15 p.m. Sting-
ray. 12.50 London. 5.15 Garrison's
Gorillas. 6.10 News. 6.15 Never A Cross
Word. 6.45 Saturday Western: ‘Ten
Wanted Men’, with Randolph Scott,
Jocelyn Brando and Richard Boone.
8.10 The John Davidson Show. 9.00 The
Avengers. 10.00 News. 10.10 Theatre.
11.10 Journey To The Unknown.

TYNE TEES: 12.50 p.m. London. 5.15
Tarzan. 6.10 News. 6.15 Batman. 6.45
London, 8.00 The Saturday Film: ‘East
Side, West Side’, with James Mason,
Barbara Stanwyck and Ava Gardner.
Murder in the New York social set.
10.00 News. 10.10 Theatre. 11.10 The
Name Of The Game. 12.35 a.m. Nuns’
Chorus.

SCOTTISH: 12.50 p.m. London. 5.15
Phoenix Five. 5.40 The Adventures of
Floris. 6.10 National News. 6.15 Wheel
Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.05 Feature
Film: ‘Colt 45’, with Randolph Scott
and Ruth Roman. Western. 9.30 Scot-
sport. 10.00 News and Weather. 10.15
weatre. 11.10 Late Call. 11.15 Gideon’s
ay.

GRAMPIAN: 12.25 p:m. Survival. 12.50
London. 5.15 The Flintstones. 5.40
Woobinda. 6.10 News followed by
Highland League Results. 6.15 London.
8.05 Saturday Night Cinema: ‘The
Forsyte Saga’. 10.00 News, Weather.
10.10 Theatre. 11.10 On The Buses.

BBC 2

3.00-4.15 p.m. Saturday Cinema:
‘Law and Disorder’.

With Michael Redgrave

and Robert Morley. A

comedy about an ami-

able confidence trickster.

7.00
7.15

News, Sport and Weather.
Gardeners’ World.

7.30 Rugby Special: Ireland v.
South Africa, Scotland v.
France.

8.15 Chronicle: ‘The Realms of
Gold’.

Montezuma meets

Cortes in Mexico 450
years ago.
Charles Aznavour in Lon-
don part one.

9.05

9.45 Review.
10.30 Thirty Minute Theatre:
‘Laffin Gas’.
11.00 News Summary.
11.05 Line-Up’s Disco 2.
11.30 Midnight Movie: ‘Fire
Down Below’.
With Rita Hayworth,
Robert Mitchum, and

Jack Lemmon. Romance
in the Caribbean.

T.U

Jack Jones: Opaqu phases.

STAGE ONE of our
campaign against the
TUC General Council’s
‘guidelines’” on strikes
and shop stewards, sent
out to member unions
just one week ago, has
brought a quick response
from broad layers of the
trade union movement.

Today, Communist Party
member |. Hindle, an
NUSMW member from Bir-
mingham’s  BXL factory,
writes :

‘The proposals from the
TUC are diabolical.

‘Wilson has pushed the
dirty work onto the TUC and
they are stupid enough to
accept it.

‘The two leaders of the big
unions, Scanlon and Jones,
should make a stand and let
us know exactly what side
they stand on.

‘The Communist Party and
the “Morning Star” should
also state emphatically that
they will not “accept the penal
clauses in any guise and should
campaign for a real programme
of action to prevent this be-
trayal by the TUC leaders.

2

‘I don’t think that Feather
and his henchmen will disrupt
the factories too much. De-
cisions will still be made on
the factory floor, although un-
organized factories could suffer.

‘Wilson and Barbara Castle
couldn’t do it, so I fail to see
how Feather and the right-wing
can achieve success.

‘Surely workers must retain
the right to withdraw their
labour as the ultimate weapon
once negotiations have broken
down through inadequacies on
the management side?

‘The day that is taken away
you might as well go back to
the days of the ‘Ragged-
Trousered Philanthropist”.’

OUR INDUSTRIAL CORRES-
PONDENT COMMENTS :

Bro. Hindle—Ilike Bros. Quill

and McLean (whose letter
appeared in Wednesday’s
Workers Press) — have put

their fingers on one of the
central issues here.

<l
C.

guidelines’

A LETTER

AND A REPLY

Just what is the attitude of
the ‘left’ trade union leaders
—in particular Hugh Scanlon
and Jack Jones—to the TUC’s
proposals ?

Both Scanlon and Jones sit
on the General Council and,
presumably, attended the Dec-
ember meeting at which the
‘guidelines’ were drawn up.

What is more, Scanlon has
since chaired at least one meet-
ing of his own union’s execu-
tive council and met leaders of
other major unions at York.

The TUC’s dangerous and
far-reaching proposals should
have been fully discussed at
both of these gatherings.

*

Yet neither Scanlon
Jones has said a word.

nor

‘As a lay member,” Jones
wrote in this month’s ‘T&GWU
Record’, ‘I remember nothing
worse than being told about
some union agreement by the
management first (or even by
a member of some other
union).’

Does this not apply to agree-
ments reached on what is sup-
posed tobe t e y
in the tr@fle union movement?

Jones :lso praises ‘getting
the facts, speedily and accur-
ately.

‘The experts call it “com-
munication”. Most of us would

Hugh Scanlon: Silence.

say it was ‘“knowing where

you stand”.

Where, Mr Jones, are your
members to stand in relation
to the TUC ‘guidelines’?

Bro. Hindle, quite rightly,
demands that the Communist
Party and the ‘Morning Star’
state unequivocally where they
stand in this issue.

BBC 1

9.00 a.m. Nai
plait.  10.00-10.30 Wie

The Parkers At Saltram :

How.

For The Family:

hoe. 5.55 Clangers.
6.05 News and Weather.
6.15 Religion In The Sixties.

Zindagi — Naya
Jeevan. 9.30 Repondez s'il vous
Bitte?
11.00 Seeing and Believing. 11.30
new
series, 1769-1789. Everyday life
in a great house. 12 noon Know
12.30-1.00 p.m. Manage-
ment in the 70's. 1.25 Farming.
2.00 The Education Programme.
2.29 News Headlines. 2.30 A Film
‘My Friend
Flicka’ with Roddy McDowall. A
young boy's love for a yearling
colt. 4.00 Humpty Dumpty On
Ice. 5.00 Holiday 70. 5.30 Ivan-

Rita Hayworth and Kim
Novak. A Rodgers and

Hart musical.
News and Weather.
Omnibus : ‘Last
We Played In The Alps’.
Monty Python’s
Circus.

Weather.

10.00
10.10

11.10

11.40

Summer

Flying

REGIONAL

All regions as BBC-1 except at the

following times :

Midlands and East Anglia: 11.42 p.m.

Weather.

North of England, Northern Ireland,
11.42 p.m. News

South and Waest:
Summary and Weather.

Wales: 1.25-1.50 p.m. Farming In Wales.

6.;0 Songs Of Praise. %303.5% The S(l))gcltgr_sr.h 2,55-3.50
7.25 Paul Temple. ugby Union. 3.50-4. [he Doctors.
8.15 The Sunday Musical: ‘Pal &;2;4}10M0? %go-fzvgmlgeléhr:ﬁ}%asﬁ%o,
Joey'. Scotiands 613630 Sunday Set
With  Frank  Sinatra,  11.10-11.40 Rebecca West. > o0
7.00 News Review and Weather. Levant Mine Disaster.
7.25 Rowan and Martin’s 50 years ago 31 miners
Laugh-In. were killed at the
8.15 The World About Us: Levant Tin Mine near
‘Train to Calcutta’, Lands End.
The journey from Bom- 10.30 ‘Germinal’ by Emile Zola.
bay to Calcutta through Part one of a story
the eyes of two pas- about coalminers in
sengers. 1867
9.05 Music on 2. 11.10 News.
10.00 Yesterday’s Witness : 11.15 Line-Up.

SUNDAY
TV

ITvV

11.00 a.m. Church Service. 12.15
p-m. Sunday Session: Katie
Stewart Cooks. 12.40 Taste and
Style. 1.05-1.30 You and Your
Child. 1.50 Doctor On Call. 2.15
University Challenge. 2.45 The
Big Match Special: including
World Cup Draw. 4.15 The Owl
Service. 4.45 The Golden Shot.
5.30 Man In The News.

6.00 Popeye.

6.05 News.

6.15 Friends and Neighbours.
6.35 Seven Days.

7.25 Frost On Sunday.

8.25 ‘Judgement At Nurem-
berg’.
With Spencer Tracy,
Burt Lancaster, Judy

Garland, Richard Wid-
mark, Maximilian Schell,
William Shatner, Mont-
gomery Clift and Marlene
Dietrich. Nuremberg
trials and the lives of
those involved.

10.10 News.
. 10.25 ‘Judgement at Nuremberg’
continued.
12.10 a.m. Modern Man — The
Loser ?

REGIONAL ITV

CHANNEL: 11.00 a.m. London. 12
noon World Cup Draw. 12.15-12.40
p.m. Doctor On Call. 2.13 Today’s
Weather. 2.15 Star Soccer. 3.15 The
Name Of The Game. 4.45 London.
5.30 The Owl Service. 6.00 Gustavus.
6.05 London. 7.25 Feature Film: ‘I
Was Monty’s Double’., with John Mills,
Cecil Parker, Patrick Allen, Patrick
Holt and Leslie Phillips. 9.10 Strange
Report. 10.10 London. 10.25 Frost. 11.25
Epilogue followed by Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00 a.m.-12.05 p.m.
London. 12.12 Regional Weather. 12.15
Doctor On Call. 12.40 London. 1.05
100 Years At School. 1.30 All Our
Yesterdays. 2.00 Farm Progress. 2.25
World Cup Draw. 2.40 Southern Soccer.
3.35 Bonanza. 4.30 Laurel and Hardy.
4.35 Southern News. 4.45 London. 5.30
Owl Service. 6.00 London. 7.25 The
Sunday Film: ‘Birdman of Alcatraz’,
with Burt Lancaster. Based on the life
of Robert Stroud who became an ex-
pert on birds while serving a life
sentence for murder. 10.10 London,
10.25 Frost. 11.25 Naked City. 11.50
Weather followed by Cardinal Heenan.

WESTWARD: As Channel except: 12.40
London. 1.05 100 Years At School.
1.30 All Our Yesterdays. 2.00 Farm
and Country News. 11.25 Faith For
Life. 12.31 a.m. Weather.

HARLECH: 11.00 a.m. London. 12.15
p.m. Doctor On Call. 12.40 London.
1.05 100 Years At School. 1.35 Survival.
2.00 World Cup Draw. 2.15 Soccer
Special. 3.15 Court Martial. 4.15 Univer-
sity Challenge. 4.45 London. 5.30 The
Owl Service. 6.00 Gustavus. 6.05 Lon-
don. 7.25 Strange Report. 8.20 Screen
On Sunday: ‘The Miracle Worker’,
with Anne Bancroft and Patty Duke.
The early years of the blind, deaf
and dumb Helen Keller. 10.10 London,
10.25 Frost. 11.25 The Human Jungle.
12.20 a.m. Weather.

Harlech (Wales) as above except: 1.35-

200 p.m. High Living. 5.30-6.00
Pregeth.
ANGLIA: 11.00 .a.m. London. 12.15

p.m. Sunday Session: Doctor On
Call. 12.40 London. 1.05 100 Years At

Peyton Place.

5.00 University Challenge.
don. 7.25 Hawaii

O’Connor and James Shigeta, A

School. 1.30 Ballet For All. 1.55
Weather Trends. 2.00 Farming Diary.
2.30 Danger Man. 3.20 University
Challenge. 3.50 Match Of The Week.
4.45 London. 5.30 The Owl Service fol-
lowed by Weather. 6.05 London. 7.25
Star Movie: ‘Marcus Welby MD’, with
Robert Young and James Brolin. 9.10
Strange Report. 10.10 London. 10.25
Frost, 11.25 The Baron. 12.20 a.m.
Men Who Matter.

MIDLANDS: 11.00 a.m. London. 12.15
p.m. Sunday Session: Doctor On Call.

12.40 London. 1.05 100 Years At School.

1.30 Cannonball. 2.00 World Cup Draw.
2.15 Star Soccer. 3.20 ‘Follow That
Man’, with Sydney Chaplin, Dawn
Addams. 4.45 London. 5.30 The Forest
Rangers. 6.00 London. 7.25 The Sunday
Feature Film: ‘The Last Frontier’, with
Victor Mature, Anne Bancroft and
Robert Preston. 9.10 Strange Report.
10.10 News. 10.25 Frost. 11.25 Bon-
anza followed by Weather.

ULSTER: 12.15 p.m. Doctor On Call.
12,40 London. 1.05-1.30 100 Years At
School. 1.50 The Baron. 2.45 London.
5.30 Captain Scarlet. 6.00 London. 7.25
8.15 Star Movie: ‘The
Iron Mistress’ with Alan Ladd, Virginia
Mayo. The story of Jim Bowie's life.
éo.ll) London 10.25 Frost. 11.25 The
aint.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00 a.m. London. 12.15
p.m. Doctor On Call.

12,40 London.
1.05 100 Years At School. 1.30 All Our
Yesterdays. 2.00 Soccer. 3.15 Encore.
5.30 The
Owl Service. 6.00 Gustavus. 6.05 Lon-
Five-O. 8.20 ‘Cry
For Happy’, with Glenn Ford, Donald
eisha
girl comedy. 10.10 London. 10.25 Frost.

ball. 3.15 The Big Match. 3.30 Please

London. 5.30 The Owl
Cartoon Time. 6.05 London. 7.25 The
Big Picture:
Judy Garland and James Mason, Holly-
wood backstage story.
10.25 Frost.
kirk (Deceased).

TYNE TEES: 11.00 a.m. London. 12.15
p.m. All Our Yesterdays.
With A Purpose.
of Education.
2.30 Shoot. 3.25 Sunday Matinee: ‘The
Great
Brian and Marjorie
London.
Cartoon,
Mind. 6.35 London. 7.25 It Takes A
Thief.
about’, with Elvis Presley and Barbara
Stanwyck. Young tough joins a trav-
elling carnival. 10.10 News. 10.25 Frost.
11.25 Dangerman. 12.20 a.m. Stopping
by woods
Robert Frost.

SCOTTISH: 11.00 a.m. London.
p.m. Doctor On Call.
1.05 100 Years At School.
Our Yesterdays.
Sports Arena: 3.15 Feature Film: ‘Maru
Maru’,
Roman.
Service. 6.00 Popeye. 6.05 London. 6.35
Show Forth. 6.55 No Easy Answer,
7.25 Hogan’s Heroes. 7.55 The Bogart
Festival: ‘Beat The Devil’, with Hum-
phrey Bogart,
Lollobrigida and Robert Morley. 10.10
London. 10.25 Frost. 11.25 Dangerman.
12.20 a.m. Late Call.

GRAMPIAN: 11.00 a.m. London. 12.15

4.45
6.00

4.15 University Challenge.
Service.
‘A Star Is Born,” with
10.10 London.
11.25 Randall and Hop-

12,40 Play
1.05-1.30 100 Years
2.00 Farming Outlook.

Robbery’, with David
Reynolds. 4.45
5.30 The Owl Service. 6.00
6.05 News. 6.15 Gladsome

Jewel

8.25 Film Premiere: ‘Roust-

on a snowy evening by

12.15
12.40 London.
1.30 All
2.15 London. 2.45

Flynn and Ruth
5.30 The Owl

with Errol
4.45 London.

Jennifer Jones, Gina

11.25 Phil Bull—Not a gambler in the
ordinary sense: The story of a York-
shireman who created ‘Timeform’, a
method of analysing the form of horses.
11.55 Weather. .

GRANADA: 11.00 a.m. 12 noon Service.
12.35 Taste and Style. 1.00 100 Years
At School. 1.25 All Our Yesterdays.
1.55 The Doris Day Show. 2.25 Foot-

Sunday Session: Doctor On Call. 12.40
London. 1.05-1.20 100 Years At School.
1.55 Farm Progress. 2.20 All Our
Yesterdays. 2.50 Parkin’s Patch. 3.20
Peature Film: ‘Tarzan and the She-
Devil’. 4.45 London. 5.30 The Owl
Service. 6.00 Gustavus. 6.05 London.
9.20 The Big Film: ‘Teacher’s Pet’,
part one. 10.10 London. 10.25 Film
part two. 11.45 Sunday Talks.

This week, however, the
‘Star’ has surpassed itself in
creeping up to the ‘lefts’.

On Tuesday, we had a re-
port of the previous night’s
BBC ‘Panorama’ entitled ‘Jack
Jones on big challenge of
’Seventies’.

Then, on Wednesday, ‘Morn-
ing Star Reporter’ gave us Mr
Jack Jones (again!) leading the
‘fight for farm pay’.

Jones’s ‘big challenge’, ac-
cording to the ‘Star’, was ‘the
spreading of industrial democ-
racy among working men and
women’.

But what did Jones actually
say?

‘If you are talking about
productivity then it must be
bargaining at the place of
work related to what people
do for what they get’, he told
an appreciative audience in-

cluding the EPTU’s Les
Cannon, Courtaulds’ Sir Frank
Kearton, the National Coal

Board’s Lord Robens and the
Confederation of British In-
dustry’s Mr Campbell Adam-
son,

‘I'm against the view that
you solve problems by simply
i . the Ktrqgg‘ﬂﬂuninn

structure.

‘’'m not against reforming
the trade union structure, as
you well know, because I'm in
favour of trade union amalga-
mations—providing they’re in
the direction of the Transport
and General Workers’ Union—
but I'm sure that what we need
is reform of our collective bar-
gaining arrangements.

3%

‘This is why I advocate agree-
ments, comprehensive agree-
ments, close to the place of
work—whether you take Les’s
[Cannon’s] view about a com-
pany agreement or my view
about a plant agreement—you
want agreements close to the
place of work, understood fully
by workpeople, explained to
them, voted for by the work-
people and then—I take Alf’s
[Robens’s] point—it will be for
the trade unions to defend
those agreement and see that
they’re observed.

‘I'm all in favour.

‘I'm not in favour of legal
enforcement. I don’t think we
need even talk about it as yet
[our emphasis].

‘I think what we want to do
is give voluntary negotiation,
voluntary agreements, a chance.
I"d be all in favour, in addition
to the comprehensive and well-
understood  agreements in
which the workers participate,
of offering at the end of the
road if there was a difference
some form of local arbitration,
voluntary arbitration and vol-
untary conciliation.’

Here is the full reformist
flavour of the ‘left’ politics
covered up for by the ‘Morn-
ing Star’.

‘Productivity bargaining’. ‘re-
form of trade union structure’,
‘amalgamations’, ‘comprehen-
sive agreements’, ‘arbitration’,
‘no legal enforcement . . as
yet'.

The opaque phrases are the
stepping-stones on which the
Tories will build their strategy
for anti-union legislation.

As Bros. McLean and Quill
wrote on Wednesday:

‘We should never forget the
betrayal of the German work-
ing class in 1933 by its Stalin-
ist and reformist leaderships.

‘The fact that it was the
most powerful and organized
in Europe did not prevent it
being handed over to the fas-
cists — to be physically
smashed. . . .

“The British labour and trade
union bureaucracy is treading
the same path.’
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RUMOURS that the Ford Motor
Company intends to offer a 15 per
cent rise without strings when it
meets the unions in two weeks’
time are regarded with great
scepticism by Ford workers.

Most of them regard the
story in ‘The Guardian’ on
Thursday, which gave ‘de-
tails’ of the rumoured
offer, as an inspired leak
designed to divide the men
and weaken the fight for
parity.

‘We won’t believe any
rumours until we see the
offer in writing on the
notice-boards’, one shop
steward said.

One thing can be said with
certainty. Any offer Ford
makes will fall far below the
existing union claim for a 38
per cent wage rise.

Ford wages are far below
the level paid in the Midlands
car factories—the £10 claim is
for parity with the Rootes,
Ryton, plant.

Ford’s attitude to the £10
claim has so far been a con-
temptuous refusal of the
demand. The claim was first
submitted on September 25
last year.

Two months later the com-

Split widens

@ FROM PAGE ONE

danger of Nazi invasion and
naming some of the generals
shot in the Red Army purges
before the war. )

the

said, had ‘a deleterious effect’
on Soviet military prepared-
ness. The official version now
says, however, that ‘miscalcu-
lations were made’.

The names of the murdered
generals are dropped, and the
purge victims did not ‘perish’,
they were simply ‘repressed’.

All references to Lenin’s
testament calling for the re-
moval of Stalin from the
Party’s general secretaryship

are dropped in the new
edition, which also omits
Khrushchev’s charge — con-

tained in the 1962 edition—
that Stalin was responsible for
the assassination of Leningrad
igr;gnunist Sergei Kirov in

The Kirov assassination was
afterwards used as the pretext
for the Moscow Trials of 1936
and 1937 and for the purges
in which the vast majority of
Lenin's old comrades were
butchered at Stalin’s orders.

The new ‘history’ does not
mention the decision to re-
move Stalin’s body from the
mausoleum in Red Square and
refers in very mild terms to
the so-called ‘anti-Party group’
whose removal paved the way
for Khrushchev’s rise to power
in 1955.

These latest antics of the
Soviet bureaucracy pose pro-
blems for their friends in the
British Communist Party.

Time was when the Stalin-
ists could agree to tell the
same lies about history.

Is it too much to hope that
Gollan and Dutt will now an-
nounce which lies are to be
officially accepted by British
Stalinists ?

ARy

pany’s labour relations direc-
tor Robert Ramsay ‘replied’.

Lectured

After lecturing the union
representatives on the need ‘to
keep our heads and make
sound decisions on wages and
other business costs’, he told
them:

‘You make much of the fact
that we are more efficient than
our British competitors. We
agree with that: we are proud
of it and we intend to stay
that way.’

In other words, the com-
pany, in its own good time,
would decide.

Moss Evans, Transport and
General Workers’ representa-
tive on the National Joint
Negotiating Council, rejoiced
after this stinging rebuff with
the comment :

‘The main thing is that the
company has recognized that
we have made a wage claim.’

Ford’s have done nothing
of the sort.

The £10 claim might just as
well not exist, for all the
notice they have taken of it.

In this situation, what is the
attitude of the Ford stewards,
who meet at Coventry on
January 18 to decide the next
?fx(z);e? of the campaign for the

‘Negotiate’

Last month, cutting right
—meross tho —~deecisienr of the
Dagenham Foundry to strike
on January 18 if the claim was
not met in full, Dagenham
shop stewards passed a reso-
lution ‘calling on the trade
union of the NJNC to nego-
tiate continuously from Friday
January 23 a wage increase of
a character consistent with the
£10 demand by Ford workers’.

Now the stewards have de-
cided that, though they want
the NJNC to reject any offer
below £10, the union officials
would be able toitake such an
offer to delegate conference
and then to a mass meeting.

Previously, the stewards
said that the NJNC must not
come before a mass meeting
with less than £10.

Some stewards in other
Ford plants are known to
favour outright acceptance of
£3 or £4 if offered.

Having done virtually noth-
ing since September to pre-
pare a fight over the parity
claim, these leaders, like the
official union leaderships, are
now backing down steadily
from any sort of fight.

Dangerous

These are dangerous devel-
opments for Ford workers.

Three-and-a-half months
after submitting the original
parity claim, the leaders have
not taken a single concrete
step towards challenging the
company’s arrogant attitude.

They are now — many of
them — preparing to meekly
accept Ford’s hand-out.

The building and training of
a revolutionary alternative to
the present leadership is now
a vitally urgent question.

GREET
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at a public meeting

See the film of the first issue being prepared amd
printed and the film ‘Young Socialists, 1969

Sunday January 25, 2-30 p.m.

Town Hall, High Street

ACTON
Speakers :

SHEILA TORRANCE
(National Secretary of the Young Socialists)
MIKE BANDA
(Editor of Workers Press)
G. HEALY
(National Secretary of Socialist Labour League)

‘Inspired leak’
Ford pay offer
ignores parity
clai

BY JOHN SPENCER

The factory leadership at Dagenham, three-and-a-half months
after submitting the parity claim, has done nothing concrete to
challenge the company’s arrogant attitude.

My Lai
inquiry
a farce

@ FROM PAGE ONE

All these men are below
the rank of captain.

Not a single one of the
higher officers involved in
the massacre, let alone the
top - echelon  commanders
who suppressed all news of
the outrage for 18 months,
have been brought to book.

And, of course, no pro-
ceedings are contemplated
against the real instigators
of the My Lai massacre and
the whole policy of. geno-
cide in Vietnam.

These people are safe in
the White House, the Pen-
tagon and the company
board rooms while the mis-
erable scapegoats who car-
ried out their orders are

forced to bear all the
responsibility.
A real investigation of

My Lai and of all the other
US war crimes in Vietnam,
would begin in the White
House and end in Wall
Street.

FORD SHO
SINNWRO

gy wa

Building workers

@ FROM PAGE ONE

payment should be made
over and above the standard
rate of wages.

‘2. Targets should be
issued before operations are
started and, wherever it is
possible to do so, they
should be agreed with the
accredited representative of
the operatives concerned or
with their union officer.

‘3, Targets should be
based on standards of per-
formance which have, where-
ever possible, been deter-
mined on jointly accepted
work study principles pub-
lished by the British Stand-
ards Institute.

‘4, The number of oper-
atives to be treated as a
unit for bonus purposes
should be as small as is
operationally practicable.
Bonus should not be paid
on a trade or site collective
basis except where there are

exceptional circumstances
and it has been jointly
agreed.’

Sweeping

The ground for such deals
is prepared by the wunion
leaders’ agreement to sweép-
ing concessions on flexibility
of labour, which begin in a
statement :

‘The agreements, arrange-
ments and understandings
which exist in many local-
ities and are often of long
standing by virtue of which
it is recognized that particu-
lar operations are the sole
prerogative of a particular
trade or craft, can constitute
impediments to the effective
use of manpower.’

In this and several other
sections of the agreement, the
union leaders tacitly accept
that the entire responsibility
for the building industry
crisis is to be placed squarely
on the backs of building
workers themselves.

The flexibility clause sub-
sequently goes on to lay
down that the employers will
not be in breach of existing
agreements if they move
tradesmen from one job to
another or eliminate crafts-
men’s mates.

Procedure

Then the whole thing is tied
down with a 12-clause pro-
cedure agreement which gives
local joint committees powers
to make final and binding
rulings on disputes which arise
from its operation.

Mrs Castle will have little
to complain about on Tuesday.

The pattern is familiar.

Between now and February
2, building workers will have
to mobilize on two fronts.

First, they have to fight the

implementation of this vicious
agreement. .
Second, they must join

workers in other industries in
a concerted campaign against
the TUC General Council's
‘guidelines’ on strikes and
shop stewards—which seek to
prevent workers organizing
against deals treacherously
signed above their heads by
their union leaders.

800 now
in LL.C.1.
Wilton

strike

ELECTRICIANS and plumbers
at ICI's Wilton site remained
on strike yesterday against the
management’s attempts to
break down job-demarcations.

The dispute now involves
800 workers and they have
announced that they will stay
out until agreements concern-
ing contract plumbing work
are returned to.

In insisting that this work
is shared with the Sheet Metal
Workers’, Heating and Domes-
tic Engineers’ Union, under
cover of a recent TUC ruling,
the stewards have stated, the
management has thrown aside
all existing procedure.

The TUC ruling, they claim,
was made without any con-
sultation with the Electrical
and Plumbing Trades Union
at local level.

SPEAKING on BBC’s
‘Panorama’ on Monday,
T&GWU leader Jack Jones
envisaged the continuation
of this monopoly capitalist
system allowing for better
local negotiating procedures
which would allow for
greater productivity bargain-
ing at the place of work.

Working men and women,
he said, would thus be able
to share in the rewards
brought about by industrial
expansion. By the end of the
1970s, he thought, British
workers should be earning
£30 to £40 for a 30 to 35-
hour week.

London dockers last year
turned down an offer of £34
for a 35-hour week based
on Lord Devlin’s Phase Two
‘productivity bargain’.

Many Midland motor-
workers earn at the moment
£35 average and are resist-
ing ‘productivity bargaining’
—i.e. Measured-Day Work
and job-evaluation.

If one was to take Jones
at his word and envisage a
period of expansion in the
1970s, what is he saying
concerning wages?

£40 at the end of 1970
based on the whole trend of
inflationary prices will be
worth precisely £20 at to-
day’s values, because the
cost of living has been
shooting up at least 5 per
cent every year.

So much for Mr Jones’s

vision.

But what about the TUC
General Council’s ‘guide-
lines’ ?

1f enforced, these could
stop workers at their place
of work taking action
against a productivity deal
—whether such a deal was
agreed by their own stew-
ards or imposed by local
officials.

Indeed a shop meeting
will not be able to instruct
its own shop stewards under
the ‘guidelines’.

Is this not virtually iden-
tical to the Wilson govern-
ment’s proposals contained
in the withdrawn ‘In Place
of Strife’ White Paper?

At the June 5 Croydon
meeting of union executives,
no ‘left’ trade union leader
even proposed a ballot of
their own union rank and
file to see if we agreed to
this betrayal of the working
class.

Hugh Scanlon, when
attacked in Coventry for
supporting the ‘Programme
for Action’, stressed that
the unions voluntarily gave
up their powers to the TUC,

Productivity bargaining
today—even before the ap-
proaching recession—means
speed-up and sackings!

Rolls-Royce workers who
have been co-operating in the
introduction of Measured~.
Day Work (their own
stewards—whether Stalinist,
right-wing or syndicalist—
all have the basically re-
formist philosophy expressed
by Jack Jones) now find
themselves faced, at the be-

ginning of 1970, with 3,500
sackings.

Would Mr Jones please
tell workers what the re-
wards in the 1970s are for
workers in the factories and
docks displaced as a result
of productivity bargaining?

Internal policing of the
trade unions means an open
invitation to a future Tory
government to bring in ex-
ternal state laws against the
unions.

The danger of the TUC’s
proposals is that they build
up in the unions the atmos-
phere of witch-hunt against
any workers or stewards
who give a lead against the
employers’ and the govern-
ment’s attacks.

The fight against the TUC
rules and Tory laws on
strikes: is a revolutionary,
political fight.

Dther

THE following resolution
has been passed by the
Sheldon, Birmingham AEF
branch:

‘This branch calls on
executive council to refute
the proposed TUC “guide-
lines”, as they are an attack
on union democracy and
the shop stewards’ move-
ment.’

ARTHUR HARPER, con-
venor of the British-
Leyland’s Transmissions

Division, Washwood Heath,
Birmingham, talked to the
Workers Press this week

about the ‘guidelines’.

Referring particularly to
the call for statutory strike
ballots, Bro. Harper said:

‘As far as we are con-
cerned secret ballots are
definitely out. Secret ballots
as we well know can be
fiddled.

‘When this factory was
right-wing in 1956 the
management held a secret-
ballot agreement with the
shop stewards’ committee
at that time, as to whether
they should' honour an

not the officials, and that'’s

T.UC. ‘GUIDELINES N[@@@E

Foht against T.U.C. 'Guidelines' is
political-says Coventry
frade unionist

Syndicalist statements like
‘the lads on the shop floor
will decide’ or ‘the left
unions will never alter their
{ulgs to suit the TUC’ mis-
ead.

The issue is leadership not
spontaneous action.

Only a leadership which
fights for the expropriation
of the huge monopolies, for
the ending of capitalism on
a world scale, can defend
the unions today.

H. Finch,
Dunlop, Coventry.

OUR INDUSTRIAL
CORRESPONDENT
WRITES :

Jack Jones’ television state-
ment is dealt with in detail
in today's - Workers Press
(page three).

official call-out against re-
dundancy.

‘We shall stick to a show
of hands so that we know
what is what.

‘ Carron, right - winger
though he was, said, “The
members will decide” and
this practice will continue
at Tractors & Transmissions
irrespective.

‘The shop stewards of
this factory have won the
high wages which exist and

the way it will stay.’

New deadlock In
Sino-Soviet border

THE HONG KONG Communist newspaper ‘Ta
Kung Pao’ reported yesterday that the China-
Soviet border talks now recessed for three weeks
in Peking are on the verge of breaking down

completely.

The report claimed :

‘The Soviet side refused
to restrain its armed forces
during the period when the
negotiation was continuing
and did not agree to have
the armed forces of both
sides withdrawn from any

contact in the disputed
areas.’
The newspaper, which is

Wilson
to visit
Moscow

THE BRITISH ambassador in
Moscow, Sir Duncan Wilson,
is to return to London next
week for consultations with
the government, an embassy
spokesman in Moscow stated
yesterday.

The main purpose of the
journey will be to discuss a
possible visit to Moscow by
the Prime Minister Harold
Wilson.

Like his social-democratic
opposite number in Bonn,
Willy Brandt, Wilson willingly
takes on the role of a go-
between for US imperialism
and the Soviet bureaucracy.

Though the date and pur-
pose of the suggested visit
have not been announced,
Vietnam and the European
collective security treaty pro-
posed by the Warsaw Pact
powers must be high on the
agenda.

WEATHER

London area, SE, NW, central
Southern and central Northern
England, E and W Midlands :
Mostly dull and rather misty
with rain in places and some
hill fog. Moderate or fresh
southerly winds. Mild. Maxi-
mum 8C (46F).

Channel Islands, SW England:
Cloudy, some bright intervals
but also a little rain at times.
Moderate southerly winds.
Near normal. ' Maximum 9C
(48F).

N Ireland: Cloudy, rain at
times and rather misty with
fog over thawing snow on
high ground. Light or moder-

ate southerly winds. Rather
cold. Maximum 5C (41F).
Edinburgh: Cloudy with rain
at times but a few bright
intervals. Moderate or fresh
southerly winds. Near normal.
Maximum 4C (39F).

Glasgow area: Cloudy, rain at
times and rather misty with
fog over thawing snow on
high ground. Light moderate
southerly winds. Near normal.
Maximum 4C (39F).

Outlook for Sunday and Mon-
day: Generally dull and misty
with widespread fog. Temper-
atures near or a little below
normal.

regarded as a reliable sup-
porter of Peking, blamed the
Soviet delegation for the lack
of progress made in the talks.

The chief of the Soviet
negotiating team returned to
Peking from talks in Moscow
with Soviet Party leaders a
week ago.

'

Resumption

It was also revealed yester-
day in Washington that the
United States and Chinese
governments have agreed to
resume talks on ambas-
sadorial level in Warsaw.

Contact was first resumed
after several years on Decem-
ber 11, when the US ambas-
sador in Warsaw called on the
Chinese Chargé d’Affaires, Lei
Yang.

The talks, which are due to
begin on January 20, were
made public in a brief state-
ment by a US diplomatic
spokesman :

‘Ambassador Stoessel re-
ceived the Chargé d’'Affaires
of the People’s Republic of
China at 3 p.m. on January
8 to discuss matters of com-
mon interest.

‘By mutual agreement be-
tween our two states we do
not divulge the contents of
our meetings.’

Worsens conflict

It is clear from these two
events—the breakdown in the
border talks and the resump-
tion of talks between Peking
and Washington—that United
States imperialism is using the

BE talks on

NEGOTIATIONS are soon to
be resumed between the
unions and the US General
Electric  company, whose
150,000 workers are striking.

The strike, which is seen
as a test case in the fight in

against Nixon’s wage curb
policy, is now in its 11lth
week.

talks

By a foreign correspondent

techniques of secret diplomacy
to worsen the conflict between
the Soviet Union and China,
a clash which serves only the
interests of imperialism.

Soviet-Italian
trade deal
spells danger

A BIG EXPANSION of trade with East Europe has
been announced by the Italian Foreign Trade Minister

Riccardo Misasi.

Writing in the weekly
magazine ‘Politica’, he reveals
that long-term  agreements
have been concluded with the
governments of Hungary,
Rumania, Czechoslovakia and
Bulgaria, while discussions are
near completion for a similar
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deal with the Soviet Union.
Answering critics of this
policy, which has been de-
scribed as a ‘weakening to-
wards communism’, Misasi
pointed out that while there
were deep differences between
East and West Europe, ‘we
must not be resigned to the
gxisting situation, but to strive
in so far as is possible to
consolidate increasingly in
this continent the conditions
for a real peace and for a
pacific confrontation of ex-
periences’. (Emphasis added.)

Closer links

. This new deal, which accord-
ing to the Minister will extend
over a 20-year period, reflects
the Soviet and East European
bureaucracies’ desire for closer
links with the big monopolies
of the Common Market.

The Kremlin is unable to
combat the distortions within
th.e Soviet bloc economies
without leaning heavily on the
advanced capitalist powers for
trade and the development of
the most advanced forms of
technology.

In turn, the political line of
the western Stalinist Parties
becomes more and more re-
formist,

It is no accident that in
Italy the ruling class has the
best of ‘relations with the
Kremlin while the Italian CP
leaders pursue the most oppor-
tunist policies, even demand-
ing a place in the capitalist
goverment.

Spells danger

This is the logic of the
Stalinist theory of ‘socialism
in one country’, now more fre-
quently referred to as ‘peace-
ful co-existence’. ‘

It spells danger not only
for the militant Italian work-
ing class, currently engaged
in a bitter strike battle with
the government of Riccardo
Misasi, but the property re-
lations within East Europe and
the Soviet Union.

That is the meaning behind
Misasi’s speech.
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