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What we think

Vietnam is the
puchstone

WE HAVE now entered a most critical stage of the war
in Vietnam. On the side of the oppressed all over
/the world we have the heroic struggle of the Viet-
namese workers and peasants battling it out with
the most ferocious and brutal imperialist enemy.

Vietnam is now a major sector of the international class
struggle. What happens there is as important for the
British working class as what is happening in their trade
unions. Indeed, it is impdssible to separate them. Consider
the position in the following way:

As part of the insoluble economic crisis of British capitalism,
the Wilson government over the _past year have been
busy reducing the purchasing power of the wage packet
in order to repay interest on the enormous loans still to
be paid back to the USA.

As a result large sections of the working class have rightly
been up in arms defending their standard of living. In
turn these interest repayments are available to pay for
the brutal atrocities and genocidal murder in Vietnam.
Wilson and company are economically and militarily tied
hand and foot to Nixon and the Wall Street imperialists.

The struggle of the Vietnamese people to defend themselves
is thus insolubly linked to the struggle of the British
working class defending their standard of living.

But this is by no means all. Inside the USA the first effects
of a major economic recession are now beginning to be
felt. In a general sense these are also reflected in the
considerable growth of opposition to the Vietnam war,
especially inside the US armed forces.

The crisis in the USA lies at the heart of the world crisis of
capitalism. Every blow struck by the international working
class against its own capitalist enemy is therefore a blow

- on the side of the workers and peasants in Vietnam.

There is no one more conscious of their critical situation
than the imperialists themselves. Historically, as a class,
they know that what is posed is not just a patched-up
peace in this or that part of the world but the end of
their system. Hence they are fighting with their backs to
the wall as it were. Every reactionary bureaucratic force
in the international workers’ movement is being mobilized
for their defence.

Labour leaders are not a misguided bunch of mistaken

opportunists, but a counter-revolutionary force who are

now working might and main to open the doors for a

Tory government in Britain and at the same time providing

all-out assistance for Nixon to crush the Vietnamese

workers and peasants. This is their job and they perform
it with alacrity.

Stalinist bureaucracy works might and main for peaceful

co-existence with imperialism in order that they be left

to enjoy their bureaucratic privileges in the Soviet Union.

Like Wilson they couldn’t care a damn what happens in
Vietnam ijvst sn.long as thev go on as they are. Since the
basis of " peaceful ~¢o-existence is class c¢ollaboration it
follows that they are absolutely opposed to the overthrow
of the capitalist system.

Now we have British Stalinists such as Monty Johnstone
supporting Wilson going to Washington in order to ‘put
pressure’ on Nixon. But surely it is the other way around.

When Wilson goes to see Nixon he goes as the representative
of British capitalism head over heels in debt to Wall
Street. It is Nixon who is cracking the whip for Wilson
to dance the imperialist tune.

The Labour government has absolutely no independence from
the international bankers. Like social democrats all over
the world they are their agents, and [ohnstone knows
this very well.

The

The
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T.UC. ¢

IN FIVE DAY’S TIME, the TUC General Council is
due to circularize member unions with new guide-
lines on union rules and procedures discussed at
its December meeting.

These guidelines, it is
believed, will follow up
the council’s Downing
Street undertaking in June
to stop strikes.

Their basis is the ‘Pro-
gramme for Action’ agreed

at the Croydon special
congress earlier that
month.

All the indications are

that they may herald a new
attack on the shop-floor
strength of workers in the
factories. :

Unlike their leaders, the
working class approaches the

new decade confident and
determined to fight the
employers.

Politically, however, the

stage has been set for the
return of a Tory government,
whose main aim would be to
attack their strength.

Ten days ago, the cowardly
Labour < “lefts” helped “the
Labour leaders to rush

through — before Christmas,
when it was anticipated there
would be little open opposi-
tion from the working class—
the re-activation of legal de-
laying powers against wages
under Part Two of the 1966
Prices and Incomes Act.
Everyone knows that the
IMF economic advisers and
Tory civil servants who are
behind this move insisted on
this so as to have some anti-
union legislation on the
Statute Books immediately the
Tories return to office.

Prepared

ground

Not only the ‘lefts’ behave
in this treacherous way.

From their acceptance of
voluntary restraint in 1965
when—as the Socialist Labour
League alone pointed out—
they knew that the govern-
ment had no intention of
stopping there, the - trade
union leaders have prepared
the ground for Wilson’s anti-
union legislation.

After 1966, there were
almost three years of
cowardly retreat before the
prices and incomes policy,
right up to the Downing
Street undertaking of June
18 this year.

At every stage, these re-
treats have been covered up
for by the Communist Party
and the ‘lefts’.

But behind June 18 was a
most sinister content,

Here is how the T&GWU’s
‘left’ general secretary, Jack
Jones, seconded acceptance of
‘Programme for Action’ at the
Eortsmouth TUC in Septem-
er:

‘Exposing and eliminating
the causes of disputes will
lead to dropping the authorit-
arian approach and applying
the way of reason; not orders
and instructions . The
new “Programme for Action”
should lead employers to be

Above, the ATUA’s demon-
stration against  anti-strike
intervention by the TUC

through Croydon on June 5.

prepared to negotiate agree-
ments close to where the work
is performed, with provision
for meetings at the place of
work and in many cases dur-
ing working hours, so that
the members can be involved
in the negotiations and in the
decision-making.

‘If that takes place, agree-
ments will be kept because
it will be the members’ own
agreements and not something
negotiated in isolation and
away from the membership.’
.. So the purpose of ‘union
democracy’, for Jones, is to
negotiate agreements that will

be kept!

Jones also had a lot to say
about the role of shop
stewards, saying that there

should not be just ‘seven all-
powerful leaders at the top
of the TUC, but 700,000 well-
trained, intelligent shop
stewards and office represent-
atives throughout industry’.

All this fits in very well
with the Tories’ own indust-
rial relations programme,
laid out by Shadow Labour
Minister Mr Robert Carr at
the October Conservative
Party conference.

Tory proposals

Carr proposed:

Compulsory  election  of
works councils at all estab-
lishments above a certain size;
availability of the same in-
formation to workers as is
given to shareholders; shop
stewards to be consulted be-

fore any public statements
affecting  employment  are
issued.

Behind this smokescreen
of de Gaulle-style ‘participa-
tion’, of course, lies an iron
determination to  enact
stringent legislation against
the unions.

But the union leaders—and
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BY DAVID MAUDE

guidelines’ next week

NEW DANGERS AHEAD
FOR TRAD

UNIONS

STOP WILSON'S VISIT
T0 WASHINGTON

~NUM.
branches
call for
ford to
resion

THE MILITANT Linby,
Notts, branch of the
National Union of Mine-
workers has appealed to
the Nottinghamshire area
council of the union for
support in a vote of no
confidence in Sir Sidney
Ford, national president
of the NUM.

The branch, which has
1,325 members, is supported

in its call by the Thoresby
branch, with 1,675 members.

Both Ford and the union's
general secretary, Lawrence
Daly, have been under strong
pressure from a number of
important branches and areas
to resign from the leadership
of the union.

Opposed strike

Both opposed the recent
120,000-strong strike on the

question of surfacemen’s
hours.
Earlier this month, the

powerful Yorkshire area NUM
council voted 44-35 in favour
of the resignation of Ford
and Daly.

Nigerian

Existing anti-trade union
laws having failed to stop
the wave of strikes against
the rising cost of living—
caused chiefly by the long-
drawn-out and bloody
struggle against Biafra—
Enahoro’s measures do away
at one stroke with any trade
union rights the Nigerian
workers still have.

Backed chiefly by the
Labour government of Harold
Wilson and Michael Stewart,
who supply it with arms and
advisers for the oil war
against Biafra, the Nigerian
government shows signs of
having learned from Wilson's
experience with anti-union
laws.

The cost of living rose 10
per cent between May 1968
and May 1969, and is still
rising steeply.

Strike struggles
Workers in many sections
—Western State civil servants,
Central Bank workers, work-
ers at Singer Sewing Machines,
merchant navy officers, postal
employees—have been drawn

Teachers’ unions made
stronger by strike

THE GROWING militancy
of the teachers’ fight for
their £135 salary claim has
brought 10,000 new mem-
bers into the National Union
of Teachers since the strike
campaign began.

This brings the union’s
strength above 300,000 for the
first time. .

The new members out-
number those few who have

left in protest against the
strikes by 100 to one!

The membership of the
National Association of

Schoolmasters has risen by
over 2,000 in two months to
more than 45,000.

Treasurer Mr Arthur Jones
commented:

BY PETER READ

‘We have invariably put on
membership at times of taking
militant action.

‘We are now seeing what
we have always desired—a
unity not so much of the
teaching associations, but a
unity of militants in the
associations.’

The central question in the
teachers’ pay fight is how
not to waste this militancy.

The NUT leadership will
probably try to continue the
policy of selective strikes if,
as is likely, no agreement is
reached in the Januwary 5
meeting of the Burnham com-
mittee.

These tactics can only
fritter away the teachers’ un-
doubted willingness to fight.

The teachers also face the
efforts of the Labour govern-
ment to implement the new
41 per cent norm.

In line

For the Burnham commit-
tee’s derisory offer to meet
only a half of the teachers’

claim is firmly in line with-

the government’s incomes

policy.

This makes it very clear
that only the fight for an all-
out national strike, which will
inevitably be opposed by the
present NUT leadership, can
win the teachers’ claim in full.

into strike struggles over the
last few months.

The Nigerian government
clearly aims to wring the last
drop of surplus value out of
the working class to pay for
the war—a war which is
bringing huge profits to the
Nigerian employers and the
foreign firms with Nigerian
interests.

Central Bank governor Dr
Clement Isong foreshadowed
the new measures only a few
weeks ago, when he warned
of ‘the ©beginnings of a
dangerous inflation’ caused by
wage increases.

This could, he claimed,
affect the country’s ability to
wage the war.

Five years

it is an offence punishable
by up to five years’ imprison-
ment to ‘threaten, organize,
encourage, or do an act pre-
paratory to’ a strike or lock-

out during 1970.
The last phrase, according

NIGERIA—

Dictatorial
anti-strike
decree

DECREES ANNOUNCED this week by govern-
ment commissioner Chief Enahoro give the
government
powers to hit out at strikers and trade unionists.

sweeping  dictatorial

BY JOHN SPENCER

to a commentator in the re-
view ‘West Africa’, ‘could
mean simply talking about a
possible dispute’.

All disputes will in future

be ‘settled’ by an Industrial
Arbitration Tribunal appoin-
ted by the commissioner.

rolyrthe ?
branch—which condemns the

‘White
collars’
‘back
petition

THE NATIONAL executive
of the of
Scientific, and
Managerial Staffs has been
asked by its No. 12 (Scot-
tish) Divisional Council to
endorse the campaign to
stop Wilson’s
Washington.

Association
Technical

visit to

The divisional council has
unanimously endorsed a
motion already reported in
the Workers Press—submitted
anjen’s - Edinkurck

Labour government’s support
for the Vietnam war and
urges the whole labour move-
ment to demand that the visit
does not take place.

A similar resolution has
been carried by Oxford’s 5/55
branch of the Transport and
General Workers’ Union.

60 students at the London
Film School — including one
Communist Party member—
have signed the Workers Press
petition demanding cancel-
lation of the visit.

At Laing’s, Old Kent Road,
building site, the petition was
signed by a number of workers
including T&GWU steward
Bro. Richards and Chief
Federation steward Bro. Fair-
clough (Brixton No. 3
Woodworkers’”  branch), a
Communist Party member.

Stalinist Monty Johnstone

has refused to sign the
petition demanding that Wil-
son’s visit to Nixon be
stopped.

He said that there was
‘some chance’ of Wilson

bringing pressure to bear on
Nixon.

U.S. troops cheer
anti-war dancer

THE ANNUAL Bob Hope Christmas show for US troops
in Vietnam produced an entirely unrehearsed anti-war

demonstration by the 10,000 men stationed at Cu

Chi.

The biggest cheer of the show came when dancer Teresa
Graves, the black star of Rowan and Martin’s ‘Laugh-In’
gave the sign of the US anti-war movement—one more
proof that even the front-line troops are turning against

the war.

The new decree states that

Arab
leaders in
post-summit

talks

EGYPTIAN president
Gamel Nasser and Major-
General Jaafar El-Nimeiry,
chairman of Sudan’s ruling
revolutionary council, ar-
rived in Tripoli on Thurs-
day for talks with Libyan

leader Colonel Muammar
Gaddafi.
Earlier, the Egyptian and

Sudanese leaders spent two
hours in Algiers in talks with
Algerian  president Boume-
dienne.

The present round of talks
is an attempt to resolve
differences which arose at the
recent Arab summit meeting
in Rabat.

Vietnam
losses still
mount

FIGHTING
throughout  the
‘Christmas truce’,

continued
Vietnam

The US command recorded
casualties in 58 clashes com-
pared with 47 for the same
period last vear.

The heaviest fighting was

near the US base at Da Nang.

Last week's casualty figures
of 66 brought US losses since
January 1, 1961 to 39,893
killed and 261,969 wounded.

£1000 MONTHLY
APPEAL FUND

WE NOW NEED
£138 8s Gd

OUR FINGERS are still
crossed. Last post just be-
fore the Xmas shutdown
brought in £98 17s 5d. This
was most encouraging be-
cause it meant that our
readers were fighting hard
for the target.

It is the last few days that
we are worrying abkout.

The final date for the
December fund is Thursday
(first post) January 1.

But our readers will be
pretty . well spent out until
their first pay day early in
the New Year.

In normal times we would
be almeost certain to rea
the target, if not go over the
top, but more than ever now
the solution is in your hands.

Take a last minute collec-
tion from amongst your
friends. .

Stress the all-importance of
the political struggle of the
Workers Press. Let us go all-
out to make the target.

We are sure you will not
fail your paper now.

Post all donations to:

Workers Press Fund-
186a Clapham High Street
London, SW4.

Briefly

POWER STRIKE MONDAY:
Workers in at least 67 power
stations are expected to be-
gin an overtime ban- on
Monday in protest against the
10 per cent pay settlement
agreed by their union’s leaders
last month.

Militants plan to follow the
ban with a one-week strike,
starting on January 5.

They have been threatened
with both union discipline and
legal action if they 'go ahead
with this plan. '

ISRAELI XMAS RAID:
Israeli planes attacked targets
on the Egyptian-held bank of
the Suez canal on Thursday,
a military spokesman an-
nounced in Tel Aviv. The
attack, which lasted eight and
a half hours, was said to be
the longest of its kind since
June 1967,

‘NO COMPENSATION’ —
LIBYA: The Libyan govern-
ment has refused to pay
compensation to the United
States for the permanent
structures which will be left
behind when "the evacuation
of the Wheelus airbase is
completed in June 1970.

Captain Abdel Jaloud, chief
Libyan negotiator at the talks
with the US on the evacuation
of the giant base, stated on
Thursday that Libya had
demanded the permanent in-
stallations be kept intact to
offset the benefit the US had
derived in the past.

ORPHAN TOLD ‘QUIT
BRITAIN: A Ghanaian
orphan boy who came to
Britain for a grammar school
education has been ordered
back by the Home Office—
because his parents don’t live
in this country.

WEATHER

Outlook for next 48 hours:
Mainly dry but rather cold
with frost and fog at night.

(For 24 hours from Friday
noon).

London area, SE and Central
Southern England, E Mid-
lands, Channel Islands: Rather
cloudy and misty. Local slight
rain or drizzle. Wind light,

variable or. easterly. Below
normal. Maximum 6C (43F).
W Midlands, SW, NW and
Central Northern England,
Edinburgh, Glasgow area, N
Ireland: Dry. Sunny intervals.
Frost and fog tonight and
tomorrow morning. Dense fog
in places. Wind light, variable.
Below normal. Maximhum 6C
(43F).
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What we think

Vietnam IS the
fouchstone

WE HAVE now entered a most critical stage of the war
in Vietnam. On the side of the oppressed all over
/the world we have the heroic struggle of the Viet-
namese workers and peasants battling it out with
the most ferocious and brutal imperialist enemy.

Vietnam is now a major sector of the international class
struggle. What happens there is as important for the
British working class as what is happening in their trade
unions. Indeed, it is impdssible to separate them. Consider
the position in the following way:

As part of the insoluble economic crisis of British capitalism,
the Wilson government over the_past year have been
busy reducing the purchasing power of the wage packet
in order to repay interest on the enormous loans still to
be paid back to the USA.

As a result large sections of the working class have rightly
been up in arms defending their standard of living. In
turn these interest repayments are available to pay for
the brutal atrocities and genocidal murder in Vietnam.
Wilson and company are economically and militarily tied
hand and foot to Nixon and the Wall Street imperialists.

The struggle of the Vietnamese people to defend themselves
is thus insolubly linked to the struggle of the British
working class defending their standard of living.

But this is by no means all. Inside the USA the first effects
of a major economic recession are now beginning to be
felt. In a general sense these are also reflected in the
considerable growth of opposition to the Vietnam war,
especially inside the US armed forces.

The crisis in the USA lies at the heart of the world crisis of
capitalism. Every blow struck by the international working
class against its own capitalist enemy is therefore a blow
on the side of the workers and peasants in Vietnam.

There is no one more conscious of their critical situation
than the imperialists themselves. Historically, as a class,
they know that what is posed is not just a patched-up
peace in this or that part of the world but the end of
their system. Hence they are fighting with their backs to
the wall as it were. Every reactionary bureaucratic force
in the international workers' movement is being mobilized
for their defence.

The
opportunists, but a counter-revolutionary force who are
now working might and main to open the doors for a
Tory government in Britain and at the same time providing
all-out assistance for Nixon to crush the Vietnamese
workers and peasants. This is their job and they perform
it with alacrity.

The Stalinist bureaucracy works might and main for peaceful
co-existence with imperialism in order that they be left
to enjoy their bureaucratic privileges in the Soviet Union.

Like Wilson they couldnt care a damn what happens in
Vietnam just s:},,‘ong:as thev go on as they are. §
basis of " peaceful - €o-existence is class” EOIaBErAtIBN 1t
follows that they are absolutely opposed to the overthrow
of the capitalist system.

Now we have British Stalinists such as Monty Johnstone
supporting Wilson going to Washington in order to ‘put
pressure’ on Nixon. But surely it is the other way around.

When Wilson goes to see Nixon he goes as the representative
of British capitalism head over heels in debt to Wall
Street. It is Nixon who is cracking the whip for Wilson
to dance the imperialist tune.

The Labour government has absolutely no independence from
the international bankers. Like social democrats all over
the world they are their agents, and Johnstone knows
this very well.
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Labour leaders are not a misguided bunch of mistaken .

ince the 4y

These guidelines, it is
believed, will follow up
the council’s
Street undertaking in June
to stop strikes.

Their basis is the ‘Pro-
gramme for Action’ agreed
at the Croydon special
congress earlier that
month.

All the indications are
that they may herald a new
attack on the shop-floor
strength of workers in the
factories. '

Unlike their leaders, the
working class approaches the

new decade confident and
determined to fight the
employers.

Politically, however, the

stage has been set for the
return of a Tory government,
whose main aim would be to
attack their strength.

Labour -'‘fefts"
Labour leaders to rush
through — before Christmas,
when it was anticipated there
would be little open opposi-
tion from the working class—
the re-activation of legal de-
laying powers against wages
under Part Two of the 1966
Prices and Incomes Act.
Everyone knows that the
IMF economic advisers and
Tory civil servants who are
behind this move insisted on
this so as to have some anti-
union legislation on the
Statute Books immediately the
Tories return to office.

Prepared

ground

Not only the ‘lefts’ behave
in this treacherous way.

From their acceptance of
voluntary restraint in 1965
when—as the Socialist Labour
League alone pointed out—
they knew that the govern-
ment had no intention of
stopping there, the trade
union leaders have prepared
the ground for Wilson’s anti-
union legislation.

After 1966, there were
almost three years of
cowardly retreat before the
prices and incomes policy,
right up to the Downing
Street undertaking of June
18 this year.

At every stage, these re-
treats have been covered up
for by the Communist Party
and the ‘lefts’.

But behind June 18 was a
most sinister content.

Here is how the T&GWU’s
‘left’ general secretary, Jack
Jones, seconded acceptance of
‘Programme for Action’ at the
gortsmouth TUC in Septem-

er:

‘Exposing and eliminating
the causes of disputes will
lead to dropping the authorit-
arian approach and applying
the way of reason; not orders
and instructions . The
new “Programme for Action”
should lead employers to be

T.UC. °

NEW DANGERS AHEAD

Downing

Ten days ago, the cowardly
" Hepet—thE

Above, the ATUA’s demon-
stration against anti-striké
intervention by the TUC
through Croydon on June 5.

prepared to negotiate agree-
ments close to where the xygrk
is performed, with provision
for meetings at the place of
work and in many cases dur-
ing working hours, so that
the members can be involved
in the negotiations and in the
decision-making.

‘If that takes place, agree-
ments will be kept because
it will be the members’ own
agreements and not something
negotiated in isolation and
away from the membership.’
. So the purpose of ‘union
democracy’, for Jones, is to
negotiate agreements that will
be kept!

Jones also had a lot to say
about the role of shop
stewards, saying that there
should not be just ‘seven all-
powerful leaders at the top
of the TUC, but 700,000 well-
trained, intelligent shop
stewards and office represent-
atives throughout industry’.

All this fits in very well
with the Tories’ own indust-
rial relations programme,
laid out by Shadow Labour
Minister Mr Robert Cart at
the October Conservative
Party conference.

Tory proposals

Carr proposed:

Compulsory  election  of
works councils at all estab-
lishments above a certain size;
availability of the same in-
formation to workers as is
given to shareholders; shop
stewards to be consulted be-
fore any public statements
affecting employment are
issued.

Behind this smokescreen
of de Gaulle-style ‘participa-
tion’, of course, lies an iron
determination to  enact
stringent legislation against
the unions.

But the union leaders—and
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1 —
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IN FIVE DAY’S TIME, the TUC General Council is
due to circularize member unions with new guide-
lines on union rules and procedures discussed at
its December meeting.
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guidelines’ next week

UNIONS

STOP WILSON'S VISIT
T0 WASHINGTON

T L e S METI

branches
call for
ford to
resign

THE MILITANT Linby,
Notts, branch of the
National Union of Mine-
workers has appealed to
the Nottinghamshire area
council of the union for
support in a vote of no
confidence in Sir Sidney
Ford, national president
of the NUM.

The branch, which has
1,325 members, is supported

in its call by the Thoresby
branch, with 1,675 members.

Both Ford and the union’s
general secretary, Lawrence
Daly, have been under strong
pressure from a number of
important branches and areas
to resign from the leadership
of the union.

Opposed strike

Both opposed the recent
120,000-strong strike on the

question of surfacemen’s
hours.
Earlier this month, the

powerful Yorkshire area NUM
council voted 44-35 in favour
of the resignation of Ford
and Daly.

NIGERIA —
R e il T A bt

Nigerian government

Existing anti-trade union
laws having failed to stop
the wave of strikes against
the rising cost of living—
caused chiefly by the long-
drawn-out and bloody
struggle against Biafra—
Enahoro’s measures do away
at one stroke with any trade
union rights the Nigerian
workers still have.

Backed chiefly by the
Labour government of Harold
Wilson and Michael Stewart,
who supply it with arms and
advisers for the oil war
against Biafra, the Nigerian
government shows signs of
having learned from Wilson's
experience with anti-union
laws.

The cost of living rose 10
per cent between May 1968
and May 1969, and is still
rising steeply.

Strike struggles
Workers in many sections
—Western State civil servants,
Central Bank workers, work-
ers at Singer Sewing Machines,
merchant navy officers, postal
employees—have been drawn

THE GROWING militancy
of the teachers’. fight for
their £135 salary claim has
brought 10,000 new mem-
bers into the National Union
of Teachers since the strike
campaign began.

This brings the wunion’s
strength above 300,000 for the
first time.

The new members out-
number those few who have
left in protest against the
strikes by 100 to one!

The membership of the
National Association of
Schoolmasters has risen by
over 2,000 in two months to
more than 45,000.

Treasurer Mr Arthur Jones
commented:

BY PETER READ

‘We have invariably put on
membership at times of taking
militant action.

‘We are now seeing what
we have always desired—a
unity not so much of the
teaching associations, but a

unity of militants in the
associations.’

The central question in the
teachers’ pay fight is how

not to waste this militancy.

The NUT leadership will
probably try to continue the
policy of selective strikes if,
as is likely, no agreement is
reached in the January 5
meeting of the Burnham com-
mittee.

Teachers’ unions made
stronger by strike

These tactics can only
fritter away the teachers’ un-
doubted willingness to fight.

The teachers also face the
efforts of the Labour govern-
ment to implement the new
4} per cent norm.

In line

For the Burnham commit-
tee’s derisory offer to meet
only a half of the teachers’

claim is firmly in line with:

the incomes

policy.

This makes it very clear
that only the fight for an all-
out national strike, which will
inevitably be opposed by the
present NUT leadership, can
win the teachers’ claim in full.

government’s

into strike struggles over the
last few months.

The Nigerian government
clearly aims to wring the last
drop of surplus value out of
the working class to pay for
the war-—a war which is
bringing huge profits to the
Nigerian employers and the
foreign firms with Nigerian
interests.

Central Bank governor Dr
Clement Isong foreshadowed
the new measures only. a few
weeks ago, when he warned
of ‘the beginnings of a
dangerous inflation’ caused by
wage increases.

This could, he claimed,
affect the country’s ability to
wage the war.

Five years

The new decree states that
it is an offence punishable
by up to five years’ imprison-
ment to ‘threaten, organize,
encourage, or do an act pre-
paratory to’ a strike or lock-
out during 1970.

The last phrase, according

P L L

Dictatorial
anti-strike
decree

DECREES ANNOUNCED this week by govern-
ment commissioner Chief Enahoro give the

sweeping dictatorial

powers to hit out at strikers and trade unionists.

BY JOHN SPENCER

to a commentator in the re-
view ‘West Africa’, ‘could
mean simply talking about a
possible dispute’.

All disputes will in future
be ‘settled’ by an Industrial
Arbitration Tribunal appoin-
ted by the commissioner.

‘White
collars’
‘back

petition

THE NATIONAL executive
of the Association of
Scientific, Technical and
Managerial Staffs has been
asked by its No. 12 (Scot-
tish) Divisional Council to
endorse the campaign to
stop Wilson’s to
Washington.

visit

The divisional council has
unanimously endorsed a
motion already reported in
the Workers Press—submitted

-the——union’s——Edinbursh
branch—which condemns the
Labour government’s support
for the Vietnam war and
urges the whole labour move-
ment to demand that the visit
does not take place.

A similar resolution has
been carried by Oxford’s 5/55
branch of the Transport and
General Workers’ Union.

60 students at the London
Film School — including one
Communist Party member—
have signed the Workers Press
petition demanding cancel-
lation of the visit.

At Laing’s, Old Kent Road,
building site, the petition was
signed by a number of workers
including T&GWU steward
Bro. Richards and Chief
Federation steward Bro. Fair-
clough  (Brixton No. 3
Woodworkers’ branch), a
Communist Party member.

Stalinist Monty Johnstone
has refused to sign the
petition demanding that Wil-
son’s visit to Nixon be
stopped.

He said that there was
‘some chance’ of Wilson
bringing pressure to bear on
Nixon.

U.S. troops cheer
anti-war dancer

THE ANNUAL Bob Hope Christmas show for US troops
in Vietnam produced an entirely unrehearsed anti-war
demonstration by the 10,000 men stationed at Cu Chi.
The biggest cheer of the show came when dancer Teresa
Graves, the black star of Rowan and Martin’s ‘Laugh-In’
gave the sign of the US anti-war movement—one more
proof that even the front-line troops are turning against

the war.

Arab
leaders in
post-summit

talks

EGYPTIAN president
Gamel Nasser and Major-
General Jaafar El-Nimeiry,
chairman of Sudan’s ruling
revolutionary council, ar-
rived in Tripoli on Thurs-
day for talks with Libyan

leader Colonel Muammar
Gaddafi.
Earlier, the Egyptian and

Sudanese leaders spent two
hours in Algiers in talks with
Algerian president Boume-
dienne.

The present round of talks
is an attempt to resolve
differences which arose at the
recent Arab summit meeting
in Rabat.

Vietnam
losses still
mount

FIGHTING
throughout the
‘Christmas truce’.

continued
Vietnam

The US command recorded
casualties in 58 clashes com-
pared with 47 for the same
period last year.

The heaviest fighting was

near the US base at Da Nang.’

Last week’s casualty figures
of 66 brought US losses since
January 1, 1961 to 39,893
killed and 261,969 wounded.

£1000 MONTHLY
APPEAL HUND

WE NOW NEED
£108 8s 6d

OUR FINGERS are still
crossed. Last post just be-
fore the Xmas shutdown
brought in £98 17s 5d. This
was most encouraging be-
cause it meant that our
readers were fighting hard
for the target.

It is the last few days that
we are worrying about.

The final date for the
December fund is Thursday
(first post) January 1.

But our readers will be
pretty . well spent out until
their first pay day early in
the New Year.

In normal times we would
be almost certain to rea
the target, if not go over the
top, but more than ever now
the solution is in your hands.

Take a last minute collec-
tion from amongst your
friends. .

Stress the all-importance of
the political struggle of the
Workers Press. Let us go all-
out to make the target.

We are sure you will not
fail your paper now.

Post all donations to:

Workers Press Fund
186a Clapham High Street
London, SW4.

Briefly

POWER STRIKE MONDAY:
Workers in at least 67 power
stations are expected to be-
gin an overtime ban- on
Monday in protest against the
10 per cent pay settlement
agreed by their union’s leaders
last month.

Militants plan to follow the
ban with a one-week strike,
starting on January 5.

They have been threatened
with both union discipline and
legal action if they 'go ahead
with this plan.

ISRAELI XMAS RAID:
Israeli planes attacked targets
on the Egyptian-held bank of
the Suez canal on Thursday,
a military spokesman an-
nounced in Tel Aviv. The
attack, which lasted eight and
a half hours, was said to be
the longest of its kind since
June 1967.

‘NO COMPENSATION’ —
LIBYA: The Libyan govern-
ment has refused to pay
compensation to the United
States for the permanent
structures which will be left
behind when the evacuation
of the Wheelus airbase is
completed in June 1970.

Captain Abdel Jaloud, chief
Libyan negotiator at the talks
with the US on the evacuation
of the giant base, stated on
Thursday that Libya had
demanded the permanent in-
stallations be kept intact to
offset the benefit the US had
derived in the past.

o
ORPHAN TOLD ‘QUIT
BRITAIN: A Ghanaian

orphan boy who came to
Britain for a grammar school
education has been ordered
back by the Home Office—
because his parents don't live
in this country.

WEATHER

Outlook for next 48 hours:
Mainly dry but rather cold
with frost and fog at night.

(For 24 hours from Friday
noon).

London area, SE and Central
Southern England, E Mid-
lands, Channel Islands: Rather
cloudy and misty. Local slight
rain or drizzle. Wind light,

variable or easterly. Below
normal. Maximum 6C (43F).
W Midlands, SW, NW and
Central Northern England,
Edinburgh, Glasgow area, N
Ireland: Dry. Sunny intervals.
Frost and fog tonight and
tomorrow morning. Dense fog
in places. Wind light, variable.
Below normal. Maximum 6C
(43F).
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THE WORLD political
situation continues to be
dominated by the French
events of May-June 1968
and the subsequent fall
of Gaullist Bonapartism
and the deepening (risis
of the Kremlin bureau-
cracy following its un-
successful attempt to
crush the Czechoslovak
working class by military
intervention.

On the basis of the General
Strike of May-June 1968,
with its consequences for all
the advanced capitalist coun-
tries, and of the entry of the
Czech masses on to the road
of political revolution, the
dominant  political trend,
concentrated on Europe, can
be considered to be a general

upsurge of the working
class.
The revolutionary crisis

which followed the Segond
World War surged through
the open breaches in imperial-
ism, notably of the old im-
perialist powers of Europe,
whether in the camp of the
‘victors’ or the vanquished.

With the aid of the Kremlin
bureaucracy, the world bour-
geoisie, grouped behind Ameri-
can imperialism, was able to
contain the revolutionary
wave, though not without
taking some heavy blows and
suffering defeats.

It lost eastern Europe, which
passed under the control of
the Kremlin bureaucracy. It
was unable to prevent the
victory of the Chinese Revo-
lution.

Important concessions had
to be made to the working
class in western Europe.

" classes in

Revolutionary developments
took place in a number of
economically backward coun-
tries dominated by imperialism.

Since then no decisive
defeat has been inflicted on
the working class anywhere in
the world. :

The limits of the precarious
equilibrium established after
the Second World War were
defined in the Yalta and Pots-
dam  agreements. It was
nevertheless maintained, de-
spite being constantly called
into question, by the strength
and resources of American
imperialism and the political
power of the bureaucracy.

The character of the efforts
needed to maintain this equil-
ibrium meanwhile prepared
the way for its destruction.

The enormous resources and
power of US imperialism made
it the pillar of world imper-
ialism. The disproportion be-
tween this power and the
decadence of the imperialist
powers of Europe and Japan
(victors no less than van-
quished) seemed to place on
the agenda the need for some
form of ‘super-imperialism’ in
which the ruling classes of
Europe and Japan would sink
to the level of comprador
bourgeoisies. But this was not
to be.

While the European ruling
particular were
irremediably  decadent, the
European working class con-
stitutes a powerful, organic
unity with a rich class tradi-
tion and a high level of
political consciousness.

To reduce the European
bourgeoisies to comprador
status, dependent upon Ameri-
can masters, would require, in
the course of terrible class
struggles, the destruction of
the European working class.
To avoid such struggles, which
the European bourgeoisies
were incapable of waging
successfully, the American
imperialists had to restore the
European ruling class, help
them reconstitute their states
and rebuild their economies.

That was the alternative to

SATURDAY TV

B.B.C.-1

10.30 a.m. Casey Jones. 10.50
‘Long John  Silver’ (film).
12.25 p.m. Zokko! 12.45 Grand-
stand. 12.55 Football Preview.
1.10, 2.10 Motor-Cross. 1.20,
1.50, 2.50 Racing From Kempton
Park. 1.20 Racing From Fairy-
house. 2.40, 3.10 Rugby League:
Leigh v. Salford. 4.00 The
Spanish Riding School of Vienna.
5.15 Star Trek.
6.05 News and Weatherman.
6.15 Dixon Of Dock Green.
7.00 Just Pet: Petula Clark.
7.50 The Morecambe and Wise

Show.
8.40 High Adventure: ‘The

Enemy Below’.

With Robet Mitchum and

Curt Jurgens. Captains of
an American destroyer
and a German U-boat play
a _cat and mouse game.

10.15 News and Weather.

10.30 Match Of The Day.

11.30 Quiz Of The Year.

12 midnight Weatherman.

All regions as BBC-1 except at the
following times:

Midlands and East Anglia, South and
West: 12.02 a.m. Local Weather.
Scotland: 5.00-5.15 p.m. and 10.30-11.15
Sportsreel. 11.15-12 midnight One

Over The Eight.

Wales: 5.15-5.25 Dimensions. 5.25-6.05
Disc A Dawn.

Northern Ireland: 5.10-5.15 Sports
Results, News Summary. 12.02 a.m.
News Headlines, Weather.

B.B.C.-2

3.00-5.15 p.m. Saturday Cinema:
‘Romeo and Juliet’.
With Laurence Harvey and
Susan Shentall.
7.00 News, Sport and Weather.
7.15 Rugby Special:
wansea v. London Welsh.
7.50 The Jazz Age.
8.40 In Search Of Paradise:
European  gardens and
their history.

9.30 The Ice Show.

10.15 Review.

11.00 Colour Me Pop.

11.30 News Summary.

11.35 Midnight Movie: ‘A Time
to Love and a Time To
Die’.
With John Gavin and Lilo
Pulver. A young German
soldier disillusioned with
Nazism.

L.T.V.

10.30 am. RAC Road Report.
10.35 ‘Lassie Come Home’ with
Roddy McDowall, Donald Crisp,
Elizabeth Taylor and Edmund
Glenn. 12.05 p.m. Thunderbirds.
12.55 News From ITN. 1.00
World Of Sport. 1.05 On The
Ball. 1.20 They're Off. Racing
from Wolverhampton and
Wetherby. 3.10 International
Sports  Special: Motor racing
from Brands Hatch. 4.00 Wrest-
ling from Liverpool. 5.00 Results
Service. 5.15 Bonanza.

6.10 News From ITN.

6.15 Parkin’s Patch.

6.45 The Saturday Crowd.
7.30 Never A Cross Word.
8.05 ‘The Young Ones’.

With Clif Richard and
and Carole Gray.

10.00 News From ITN.

10.10 A Child Of The Sixties:
The last decade seen
«through the eyes of a
young man, Gyles Brand-
reth.

11.40 Al Our
‘Christmas '44’.

12.05 a.m. What Was He Like?

Yesterdays:

REGIONAL I.T.V.

CHANNEL: 12.55 p.m. London. 5.15
Tarzan. 6.10 National News. 6.15 Wheel
Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.05 The
Saturday Film: ‘The Big Knife’. 10.00
London. 11.35 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 12.52 p.m. Weather
Forecast. 12.55 London, 5.15 Tarzan.
6.10 News. 6.15 Michael Miles Quiz.
6.45 London. 8.00 The Saturday Film:
‘Portrait Of A Mobster’ with Vic
Morrow, Leslie Parrish and Ray
Danton. 10.00 London. 11.40 Southern
News Extra. 11.45 The Weather Fore-
cast followed by Bethlehem to
Basingstoke.

WESTWARD: As Channel, except at
following times: 12.25 p.m. All Our

Yesterdays. 11.40 Faith For Life.
11.46 Weather.
ANGLIA: 12,55 p.m. London. 5.15

Tarzan followed by Weather. 6.10
News. 6.15 Wheel Of Fortune. 6.45
London. 8.05 ‘Donovan’s Reef’ with
John Wayne, Lee Marvin and Dorothy
Lamour. 10.00 London. 11.40 Hadleigh,
12.35 a.m. Reflection,

ULSTER: 12.55 p.m. London. 5.05
Ulster Sports Results. 5.15 Land Of
The Giants. 6.10 News. 6.15 Wheel
Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.00 ‘Taras
Bulba’. 10.00 London. 11.40 Hadleigh.

HARLECH: 12.25 p.m. Survival. 12.55
London. 5.15 Tarzan. 6.10 News. 6.15
Wheel Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.05
The Saturday Cinema: ‘The Angry
Hills’ with Robert Mitchum and
Stanley Baker. Daring adventure and
powerful love in Greece. 10.00 London,
11.40 Dave King Show. 12.10 a.m.
Weather.

Harlech (Wales) as above except:
6.45-7.30 p.m. Hyd A Lled.

ATV MIDLANDS: 10.10 a.m. ‘Con-
spiracy Of Hearts’ with Lilli Palmer,
Sylvia Syms, Yvonne Mitchell and
Ronald Lewis. 12 noon All Our Yester-
days. 12.30 p.m. Captain Scarlet. 12.55
London. 5.15 Tarzan. 6.10 News. 6.15
Wheel Of Fortune. 6.45 London. 8.05
The Saturday Feature: ‘The Forsyte
Saga’ with Errol Flynn and Greer
Garson. 10.00 London. 11.40 The

Avengers followed by Weather Fore-
cast,

YORKSHIRE: 10.00 a.m. Lost In Space.
10.50 Paulus, 11.00 ‘Ferry Cross The
Mersey’ with Gerry and the Pace-
makers, Cilla Black, ]]ulie Samuel,
Eric Barker, Jimmy Savile and Deryck
Guyler. 12.25 p.m. The Adventures Of
The Sea Spray. 12.55 London. 5.15
Cowboy In Africa. 6.10 News. 6.15
The Saturday Crowd. 7.00 Never A
Cross Word. 7.30 Edgar Wallace.
8.30 ‘The Snorkel’ with Peter Van
Eyck, Mandy Miller, Betta St. John
and William Franklyn. 10.00 London.
11.40 ‘The Nebraskan'. 12.50 a.m.
Late Weather.

GRANADA: 10.05 a.m. The Captain
And The Kids. 10.15 ‘Old Mother
Riley’s New Venture’ with Arthur
Lucan and Kitty McShane. 11.35 Hello
London. 12.55 p.m. London. 5.15
Garrison’s Gorillas. 6.10 London. 7.00
The Comedy Film: ‘Fancy Pants’ with
Bob Hope and Lucille Ball. 8.35
Never A Cross Word. 9.00 Strange
Report. 10.00 London. 11.40 ‘Sherlock
Holmes And The Spider Woman’ with
Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce.

TYNE TEES: 12.55 p.m. News. 1.00
London. 5.15 Tarzan. 6.10 News. 6.15
Batman. 6.45 London. 8.00 The Satur-
day Film: ‘Bond Street’. 10.00 London.
11.40 Alfred Hitchcock Presents. 12.10
a.m. A Festive Carol.

SCOTTISH: 12.55 p.m. London. 5.15
Cowboy In Africa. 6.10 News and
Weather. 6.15 The Saturday Crowd.
7.00 Never A Cross Word. 7.30 The
Saturday Feature: ‘A Town Like Alice’
with Virginia McKenna and Peter
Finch. Women and children on trek
from war-torn Singapore. 9.25 Scot-
sport. 10.00 London. 11.40 Hadleigh.
12.40 a.m. Late Call.

GRAMPIAN: 12,20 p.m.
Comics. 12.30 The Flintstones. 12.55
London. 5.15 Cowboy In Africa. 6.10
News followed by Highland League
Results. 6.15 Wheel Of Fortune. 6.45
London. 8.00 Main Feature: ‘The
Desperate Hours’. 10.00 London. 11.40
Adam 12.

Vintage
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East German ‘workers rise up against the bureaucracy in 1953.
These first manifestations of the political revolution deepened the
crisis of the Soviet bureaucracy and prepared the way for the

Hungarian Revolution.

the crushing of the working
class.

American imperialism thus
drew into itself the contradic-
tions of decadent European
capitalism and intensified its
own. As the price of its own
survival, American imperialism
nourished the parasitism of
the whole of world capitalism.

The crisis of the dollar and
of the world monetary system
shows that the account is now
falling due for payment.
Behind the ‘crisis of the
balance of payments’ stand all
the social contradictions of
world capitalism.

The historical contradictions
of European capitalism remain
unresolved: indeed, they are
intensified as a result of the
way in which it was given new
shape on the old basis and
aggravated by the division of
Europe into two antagonistic
social systems and the loss of
assured outlets in the colonial
empire.

There is always a ‘solution’
to the crises of imperialism. A
‘solution’ could be found by
liquidating part of the fictitious
accumulated capital consisting
of nothing but book entries, by
opening up markets and invest-
ment fields in the workers’
states or by turning the arms
economy into a war economy.

Such ‘solutions’ would re-
quire heavy class war against
the working class in the
advanced countries of capital-
ism and in the workers’ states.

A more or less protracted
war of extermination would be

. required against the Soviet
Union and China.
Whole populations would

have to be wiped out in the
economically backward coun-
tries. European and Japanese
capitalism would have to be
subordinated to  American
imperialism.

All layers of the bourgeoisie
in all countries, including the
USA, would have to be sub-
ordinated to the ‘strong state’
embodying the general ‘his-
toric’ interests of monopoly
capital.

The present social and
political equilibrium is in-
tolerable  for  imperialism.
Simply to maintain it means in
the short term an unprece-
dented economic, social and
political crisis.

The crisis of imperialism is
intimately linked to the crisis
of the Kremlin bureaucracy
whose political power reached
its high point at the time of
Yalta and Potsdam and has
since continuously declined.

These crises interact. The
political power of the Kremlin
bureaucracy stems from de-
finite relations. established
before the Second World War
and extended by the victory
over German imperialism
which cost 20 million lives,
the real sacrifice of the Soviet
working class.

It rests on the relations it
has established with the Soviet
working class, with the inter-
national working class through
the Communist Party appar-
atus and with the victorious
Allied powers in stemming the
revolutionary upsurge which
followed the imperialist war.

The instability of the re-
lations established between
the bureaucracy and the victor
powers was quickly revealed.
The world balance was altered
by the assumption of power by
the Chinese CP  against
Stalin’s wishes.

The split with the Yugoslav
Party and the development of
the Cold War also indicated
how unstable these relations
were and how they tended to
deteriorate to the detriment of
the Kremlin bureaucracy.

The purges in the East
European countries and in the
Soviet Union between 1948
and 1953 marked a worsening
of the crisis. It became still
more acute on Stalin’s death
and the revolutionary ex-

plosions in East Berlin in

June, 1953.

It sharpened to a new pitch
in 1956 with the denunciation
of Stalin by the bureaucracy
itself and the revolutionary
outbreaks in Poland and Hun-
gary.

The split between the
Kremlin and the Chinese
bureaucracy carried it to a new
paroxysm.

Since then the whole inter-
national apparatus of Stalinism
has been cracking. The crisis
now rages in the highest
spheres of the bureaucracy
which tends to break up into
its component parts.

At the base of the crisis of
the bureaucracy and its inter-
national apparatus lies the im-
possibility of preserving the
equilibrium with imperialism
which it thought had been
established at Yalta and Pots-
dam. In fact imperialism has
never ceased its pressure—
economic, military and political
—on the USSR and the
countries of Eastern Europe.

The European working class
is in latent conflict with the
policies of the Communist
Parties as well as with the
reformist bureaucracies.

The defence of the Chinese
Revolution conflicts with the
interests of./the Chinese bur-
eaucracy a$ well as more
directly with those of the
Kremlin bureaucracy.

The extension of the social
relations born of the October
Revolution to eastern Europe
is in conflict with the retention
of the privileges and power
enjoyed by the Kremlin bur-
eaucracy.

The development of the
productive forces of the USSR
and the countries of eastern
Europe becomes incompatible
with the bureaucratic admin-
istration of economic planning,
with the ‘norms’ of the ‘con-
struction of socialism in one
country’.

For the plan to develop the
many inter-related sectors of
an increasingly complex and
diversified economy it must be
elaborated, controlled and
applied by all the producers.

This can only be done if the
working class overthrows the
political power of the parasitic
bureaucracy and regenerates
the workers’ state.

The Soviet economy must be
integrated with the inter-
national division of labour, not
as it is at present, conditioned
by the needs of imperialism,
but as part of a planned world
economy.

This requires the seizure of
power by the working class in
all the principal countries. But
the bureaucracies are tied
historically to the national
state soil on which they grew
up and wupon which their
existence depends.

Following the Second World War the world bourgeoisie, in its efforts to stifle the revolutionary movement

They are therefore violently
opposed to the extension of
the proletarian revolution since
this would destroy the old
social and political relations
which gave them birth and
provide their sustenance.

Such a revolution would,
moreover, immediately find its
echo in the countries of eastern
Europe and the USSR and
enable the working class to
overthrow the usurpers.

The whole equilibrium de-
scribed above has thus become
untenable. The post-war period
has ended.

Neither the working class
nor imperialism can continue
with the existing relative
equilibrium. Each seeks to
change it to its own advantage
and according to radically
opposed class interests.

The Kremlin bureaucracy is
caught between these fund-
amentally opposed social
forces and is cracking. All the
reformist, trade union and
other bureaucracies are also
caught in the same vice and
are being broken apart.

This crisis does not spare
the Chinese bureaucracy. It
too is being torn apart, as was
shown in ‘the cultural revo-
lution’.

The petty-bourgeois Bona-
partist leaderships such as
Castro, Boumedienne, Nasser,
etc., cannot escape the tor-
ment. The class struggles of
recent years are the prelude
to the confrontation of revolu-
tion and counter-revolution in
all countries.

The united struggle against
imperialism and the Kremlin
bureaucracy for the world
revolution and for socialism is
at the same time the struggle
for the construction of the
revolutionary International.

The proletarian revolution
and the construction of
socialism are objectively based
on the contradiction between
the growth of the productive
forces and the old forms
within which they are suffocat-
ing, i.e., private ownership of
the means of production and
national boundaries.

They are also based on the
need for the collective appro-
priation of the means of
production and the organiz-
ation on this basis of produc-
tion on a world scale in a
rational way working for the
satisfaction of  humanity’s
needs.

The working class, as a
world class, in which each
national  proletariat is a
detachment, like a midwife
who delivers socialism, by its
struggle as a class. This
struggle culminates in the
taking of political power in
each country, the destruction
of bourgeois states and the
construction of workers’
states.

But the proletarian revolu-
tion and the construction of
socialism are not automatic
processes. On the contrary,
they proceed from conscious-
ness raised to the highest level;
for the first time humanity can
control the course of its
history and can consciously
bring about its  historic
development.

The need for a revolutionary
party springs from the charac-
ter and from the historic
meaning of the proletarian
revolution and the construc-
tion of socialism. It springs
from the position and con-
ditions of the proletariat in
bourgeois society and from the
fact that the proletariat is
subjected to the pressure of
bourgeois society and the
ideologies arising from it, and
from the fact that, on the
other hand, the proletariat
reaches political consciousness
in the course of struggle.

Its organization as a class to
lead these struggles requires

‘revolutionary party

PREPARE THE FO
ONGRESS OF TH
INTERNATIONAL

TROTSKYIST MOVE

A call from the International
Committee of the Fourth Internat

The May-June general strike in France followed by the Kremlin bureaucracy’s invasion
of Czechoslovakia in 1968 created an unprecedented upset in the international balance
of class forces. Above left;, Paris strikers confront the brutality of anti-riot police.

Right: Youth stoning Soviet tanks in Prague.

the assimilation of the Marxist

method. The revolutionary
party politically centralizes
the proletariat, condenses,

develops and puts into action
the political consciousness of
the proletariat.

The revolutionary party of
each country is only fully
effective, only totally accom-
plishes its functions, only
attains the necessary level of
consciousness and political
activity, as part of the Inter-
national, whose objective
must be to become the world

party of the proletarian
revolution.
The construction of the

in each
country is inseparable from the

construction of the revolu-
tionary International.
All the setbacks of the

world proletariat are setbacks
for the International. All
adaptations to the bourgeoisie
in each country and to world
imperialism are expressed in
the renunciation of proletarian
internationalism, which is
synonymous with the struggle
for the world proletarian

revolution.

of the international working class, suffered its greatest defeat in 1949 with the victory of the Chinese
Revolution. Above: Strikers in Shanghai demand an end to poverty and the civil war.

* perialism

And likewise, each step
forward by the world pro-
letariat is a step forward in
the struggle for the construc-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The Second International
failed on the outbreak of the
imperialist war and Lenin
asserted: a Third International
must be built.

The Bolshevik Party took
power and was the impetus
behind the construction of the
Third International. The rise

of the Kremlin bureaucracy
accompanied the destruction
of the Third International

which, before being finally
dissolved in 1943, had become
no more than an instrument of
the Kremlin bureaucracy.

Trotsky defended the theo-
retical and practical gains of
the world proletariat by
struggling for and founding the
Fourth International.

The joint crisis of im-
and the Kremlin
bureaucracy, the imminence of
the proletarian revolution, the
need to unify the revolutionary
struggles against - -imperialism
with the revolutionary
struggles against the parasitic
bureaucracies; the need to
unify the revolutionary strug-
gles of the workers under the
rule of the Kremlin bureau-
cracy; the perspective of the
Socialist United States of
Europe, of socialism, urgently
requires the construction of
the revolutionary International.

No revolutionary party can
be built and accomplish its
tasks without being built as
part of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The International Committee
of the Fourth International
considers that the whole
situation, the course of the
class struggle, poses to all
organizations and revolution-
ary groups the construction of
revolutionary parties in every
country, in conjunction with
the construction of the revo-
tionary International.

The International Committee
of the Fourth International
considers that the revolution-
ary International can only be
built on the basis of the pro-
gramme of the Fourth Inter-
national elaborated in 1938 by -
Leon Trotsky.

The Second International
and the Third International,
the  social-democratic  and
Stalinist parties, prove more
clearly every day that they
have failed in their mission.
They have definitively passed
over to the side of “the
bourgeois order.

The Fourth International was
proclaimed in 1938 to organize
the international proletariat
and for the revolutionary con-
quest of power in every
country.

No organization in the
world has suffered as much as
the Fourth International from
the fierce blows of the
bourgeoisie and of Stalinism.

The militants who, with
Lenin and Trotsky, had
founded the Bolshevik Party
and the Third International,
the cadres of the international
Trotskyist movement and Leon
Trotsky himself, were hunted
down and assassinated.

Stalin tried to destroy the
thread of continuity that ties
the programme and organiz-
ation of the Fourth Inter-
national to the Third Inter-
national.

\

But Stalin did not succeed.

In 1938, in a period of
severe proletarian defeats, the
Fourth International, as a
programme and as an organ-
ization, was founded.

‘In all countries’, say the
statutes of the Fourth Inter-
national adopted in 1938, ‘the
members of the Fourth Inter-
national are organized into
parties or leagues, which
constitute the national sections
of the Fourth International
(World Party of the Socialist
Revolution).

‘The national sections are
formed on the platform and
in accordance with the organ-
izational structure defined and
established by the Founding
Congress of the Fourth Inter-
national (September 1938). In
its platform the Fourth Inter-
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They are therefore violently
opposed to the extension of
the proletarian revolution since
this would destroy the old
social and political relations
which gave them birth and
provide their sustenance.

Such a revolution would,
moreover, immediately find its
echo in the countries of eastern
Europe and the USSR and
enable the working class to
overthrow the usurpers.

The whole equilibrium de-
scribed above has thus become
untenable. The post-war period
has ended.

Neither the working class
nor imperialism can continue
with the existing relative
equilibrium. Each seeks to
change it to its own advantage
and according to radically
opposed class interests.

The Kremlin bureaucracy is
caught between these fund-
amentally opposed social
forces and is cracking. All the
reformist, trade union and
other bureaucracies are also

L caught in the same vice and
are being broken apart.

- This crisis does not spare
l the Chinese bureaucracy. It
too is being torn apart, as was
shown in ‘the cultural revo-
lution’.

The petty-bourgeois Bona-
partist leaderships such as
Castro, Boumedienne, Nasser,
etc., cannot escape the tor-
ment. The class struggles of
recent years are the prelude
| to the confrontation of revolu-
; tion and counter-revolution in
: all countries.

The united struggle against
imperialism and the Kremlin
bureaucracy for the world
revolution and for socialism is
at the same time the struggle
for the construction of the
revolutionary International.

The proletarian revolution
and the construction of
socialism are objectively based
on the contradiction between
the growth of the productive
forces and the old forms
within which they are suffocat-
ing, i.e., private ownership of
the means of production and
national boundaries.

They are also based on the
need for the collective appro-
priation of the means of
production and the organiz-
ation on this basis of produc-
tion on a world scale in a
rational way working for the
satisfaction of  humanity’s
needs.

The working class, as a
world class, in which each
national  proletariat is a
detachment, like a midwife
who delivers socialism, by its
struggle as a class. This
struggle culminates in the
taking of political power in
each country, the destruction
of bourgeois states and the
construction of workers’

INTERNATIONAL
TROTSKYIST MOVEMENT

A call from the International
- Committee of theFourth International

The May-June general strike in France followed by the Kremlin bureaucracy’s invasion

states. of Czechoslovakia in 1968 created an unprecedented upset in the international balance

But the proletarian revolu-
tion and the construction of
socialism are not automatic
processes. On the contrary,
they proceed from conscious-
ness raised to the highest level;
for the first time humanity can
control the course of its
history and can consciously
bring about its historic
development.

the assimilation of the Marxist
method. The revolutionary
party politically centralizes
the proletariat, condenses,
develops and puts into action
the political consciousness of
the proletariat.

The revolutionary party of
each country is only fully
effective, only totally accom-
plishes its functions, only
attains the necessary level of
consciousness and political
activity, as part of the Inter-
national, whose objective
must be to become the world

party springs from the charac-  Party of the  proletarian
ter and from the historic  revolution.
meaning of the proletarian The construction of the
revolution and the construc-  ‘revolutionary party in each
tion of socialism. It springs country is inseparable from the
from the position and con- construction of the revolu-
ditions of the proletfariat in tionary International.
bourgeois society and from the
fact that the proletariat is All - the setbacks of the
subjected to the pressure of world proletariat are setbacks
bourgeois society and the for the International. All
ideologies arising from it, and  2daptations to the bourgeoisie
from the fact that, on the iR €ach country and to world
other hand, the proletariat imperialism are expressed in
reaches political consciousness  the renunciation of proletarian
in the course of struggle. mternatlonahsn}, which is
synonymous with the struggle
Its organization as a class to for the world proletarian
lead these struggles requires revolution.

The need for a revolutionary

ir the world bourgeoisie, in its efforts to stifle the revolutionary movement

ss, suffered its greatest defeat in 1949 with the victory of the Chinese
Shanghai demand an end to poverty and the civil war.

And likewise, each step
forward by the world pro-
letariat is a step forward in
the struggle for the construc-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The Second International
failed on the outbreak of the
imperialist war and Lenin
asserted: a Third International
must be built.

The Bolshevik Party took
power and was the impetus
behind the construction of the
Third International. The rise
of the Kremlin bureaucracy
accompanied the destruction
of the Third International
which, before being finally
dissolved in 1943, had become
no more than an instrument of
the Kremlin bureaucracy.

Trotsky defended the theo-
retical and practical gains of
the world proletariat by
struggling for and founding the
Fourth International.

The joint crisis of im-
perialism and the Kremlin
bureaucracy, the imminence of
the proletarian revolution, the
need to unify the revolutionary
struggles against - imperialism
with the revolutionary
struggles against the parasitic
bureaucracies; the need to
unify the revolutionary strug-
gles of the workers under the
rule of the Kremlin bureau-
cracy; the perspective of the
Socialist United States of
Europe, of socialism, urgently
requires the construction of
the revolutionary International.

No revolutionary party can
be built and accomplish its
tasks without being built as
part of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The International Committee
of the Fourth International
considers that the whole
situation, the course of the
class struggle, poses to all
organizations and revolution-
ary groups the construction of
revolutionary parties in every
country, in conjunction with
the construction of the revo-
tionary International.

of class forces. Above left;, Paris strikers confront the brutality of anti-riot police.
Right: Youth stoning Soviet tanks in Prague.

The International Committee
of the Fourth International
considers that the revolution-
ary International can only be
built on the basis of the pro-
gramme of the Fourth Inter-
national elaborated in 1938 by
Leon Trotsky.

The Second International
and the Third International,
the social-democratic  and
Stalinist parties, prove more
clearly every day that they
have failed in their mission.
They have definitively passed
over to the side of the
bourgeois order.

The Fourth International was
proclaimed in 1938 to organize
the international proletariat
and for the revolutionary con-
quest of power in every
country.

No organization in the
world has suffered as much as
the Fourth International from
the fierce blows of the
bourgeoisie and of Stalinism.

The militants who, with
Lenin and Trotsky, had
founded the Bolshevik Party
and the Third International,
the cadres of the international
Trotskyist movement and Leon
Trotsky himself, were hunted
down and assassinated.

Stalin tried to destroy the
thread of continuity that ties
the programme and organiz-
ation of the Fourth Inter-
national to the Third Inter-
national.

N

But Stalin did ﬁot succeed.

In 1938, in a period of
severe proletarian defeats, the
Fourth International, as a
programme and as an organ-
ization, was founded.

‘In all countries’, say the
statutes of the Fourth Inter-
national adopted in 1938, ‘the
members of the Fourth Inter-
national are organized into
parties or leagues, which
constitute the national sections
of the Fourth International
(World Party of the Socialist
Revolution).

‘The national sections are
formed on the platform and
in accordance with the organ-
izational structure defined and
established by the Founding
Congress of the Fourth Inter-
national (September 1938). In
its platform the Fourth Inter-
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PREPARE THE FOURTH
CONGRESS OF THE

national  concentrated  the
international experience of the
revolutionary Marxist move-
ment, and especially that which
rises out of the socialist
conquests of the October 1917
Revolution in  Russia. It
assimilates and bases itself
upon all of humanity’s pro-
gressive social  experiences,
which lead to the expropria-
tion of the capitalist class and
to the ultimate abolition of
classes.’

But we do not wish and do
not intend to conceal from
the vanguard of the world
proletariat or from the workers
that the pressure of the forces
of the bourgeoisie and
Stalinism has had devastating
effects on the organization of
the Fourth International.

In both the ranks and in
the leadership of the Fou.rth
International the Trotskyists
have had to fight against
liquidationist tendencies who
abandoned the battlefield of
the class struggle and capit-
ulated o Stalinism  and
reformism; they tried to
destroy the Fourth Inter-
national, betraying its pro-
gramme and its organization.

The Trotskyist organizafaions
adhering to the International
Committee of the Fourth
International  proclaim that
the Fourth International has
not failed.

Its programme, adopteq in
1938, and completely verified
by the subsequent course of
history, gives the only answers
to the problems of the class
struggle raised in our epoch.

The present events in the
class struggle place the
heaviest responsibilities on the
International Committee and
its sections.

The time has come to in-
tensify, simultaneously with
the fight for the construction of
revolutionary partics in each
country, the reconstruction of
the Fourth International.

To this end, the Inter-

national Committee presents
the perspective of a Conference

open to all militant groups and
organizations, whatever their
political origins, which are the
product of the workers’ move-
ment and which, engaged in
the class struggle, feel the
pressing need for the construc-
tion of revolutionary parties
and the International, the
indispensable instruments for
the victory of the proletariat
in all countries and the inter-
national victory of the world
working class.

The preparation of this
Conference will be a political
struggle, organically linked
with that of each section, so
that on the basis of their
experience, militants and
cadres still grouped around the
revisionist and centrist organ-
izations of the ‘Unified
Secretariat’, young militants
coming into battle in the
context of present struggles in
the advanced capitalist coun-
tries, in the countries sub-
jected to the dictatorship of
the bureaucracy and in the
colonial and  semi-colonial
countries will organize around
the International Committee
for the reconstruction of the
Fourth International.

This perspective, the only

‘one orientated to the highest

level, that of the International,
of the construction of revolu-
tionary leadership of the
proletariat, of the international
unity of the class struggle, of
social revolution in capitalist
countries and political revolu-
tion in the USSR, China, and
the eastern European coun-
tries, requires preparation.

For this reason, the Inter-
national Committee is con-
voking a preparatory con-
ference reserved to its
sections in February 1970
which, resting upon the
decisions of the Third Con-
ference of April 1966, and
drawing up the balance sheet
of its activity and that of its
sections since that date,
confronting its orientations
with the development of the
class struggle, places the
strategic problems of the con-
struction of  revolutionary
parties in each country, within
the context of the reconstruc-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national at the centre of its
debate.

‘The essential unity of the
international class struggle,
flowing from the international
character of the joint crisis of
imperialism and the bureau-
cracy, implies the direct
consequence of the necessity
of building Trotskyist parties
in every country.

‘As against the liquidationist
conclusions flowing from the
revisionist “division of the

world into sectors”, this
perspective  emphasizes the
urgency of building indepen-
dent revolutionary proletarian
parties in the countries of
eastern Europe, USSR, and
China, and in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries.

‘This central task of build-
ing independent revolutionary
parties stresses yet again the
essential  struggle for the
political independence of the
working class, against the
politics of the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy and reformist leader-
ships. This fight for the Party
implies a determined struggle
against syndicalism and all
ideas that a revolutionary
party can be spontaneously
produced from the working
class.

‘The International Confer-
ence stresses that the
Trotskyist movement, in the
course of the struggle to
build the International, works
towards the creation of a
centralized leadership of the
world revolutionary party, in
a struggle organically linked
to the fight in each country
to rebuild revolutionary cen-
tralized parties leading the
struggles of the masses.

“This building of parties and
of the International must be

carried out on the basis of the
lessons of the struggle against
revisionism and of the con-
tinuation of this struggle.

‘The proceedings of this Third
Conference  emphasize the
necessity for the International
Committee to politically
prepare within 18 months the
Fourth International Confer-
ence, whose aim will be to
rally all Trotskyist organiz-
ations fighting for the pro-
gramme of the Fourth Inter-
national.

‘This will include a struggle
by the International Com-
mittee to rally to the ranks of
the Fourth International the
militants and groups who are
misled by the revisionist
leaders of the United
Secretariat.

‘In order to achieve the
tasks before, such a Confer-
ence, the International Com-
mittee must organize an inter-
national discussion on the
following subjects:

‘a) The building of revolu-
tionary parties on the basis of
the Programme in the context
of the concrete struggle for the
rebuilding of the International.

‘Trotskyists, organized as
sections of the Fourth Inter-
national, must struggle for
the construction of revolution-
ary parties based on the
Transitional Programme of the
Fourth International. They
carry the fight for this
programme and for the con-
struction of the Party as the
main basis of their work into
the mass organizations and
trade unions of the working
class, and in particular towards
the working-class youth, as
the principal source of new
forces for the Fourth Inter-
national. All such work is
subordinated to the main task
of constructing the Party.

‘The building of the Party
necessitates the production of
a newspaper able to fight
constantly for the overall
programme of the Party, to
raise the consciousness of the
working class in all spheres of
the class struggle. This fight
for the independent party is
the only basis for the defence
of the positions won in the
past by the working class, and
all tactical considerations are
subordinated to it. In con-
ditions where the tactic of
entry into existing working-
‘¢lass parfies is necessary, this
tactic is conducted in a
manner which subordinates it
to the main task of the
construction of the indepen-
dent party.

‘b) The unity of the inter-
national class struggle.

‘D) Defence by revolution-
ary methods of the conquests
of the international working
class, in the capitalist
countries, in the USSR, China
and all the countries which
have been removed from the
sphere of imperialism. This
discussion will be carried out
on the agreed framework of
the unconditional defence of
these states.’

The International Committee
has decided the following
agenda for this Conference:

1) The construction of
revolutionary parties on the
basis of the Transitional
Programme in the context of
the practical struggle for the
reconstruction of the Fourth
International.

2) The task to be accom-
plished in the period of immi-
nent revolution opened up by
the French General Strike of
May-June 1968 and the rise of
the political revolution in
Czechoslovakia.

This Conference will be
prepared at the end of January,
-1970 by the publication of
political documents in the
organs of each section and by
the publication of an internal
bulletin reserved to members
of the sections.

Anti-3em

YOUR TASK in replying to
my letter which you published
under the title ‘Anti-Semitism
in the Soviet Union’ was made
easier by your misprinting of
the quotation from Menahem
Begin. What he wrote, of
course, was: ‘The Soviet gov-
ernment is anti-anti-Semitic’,
Please get it right this time!

Last year, Princeton Univer-
sity Press published a study by
T. H. Rigby of ‘Communist
Party membership in the
USSR, 1917-1967°. In this
work he notes that the Jews
are still probably ‘the most
Party-saturated nationality in
the country’—in other words,
the national group with the
highest number of Communist
Party members in relation to
the total numbers of the group.

If there has been a decline
since the 1920s in the propor-
tion of Jews in the total Party
membership, this does not
prove discrimination:

‘The extraordinary Party
membership rate among the
Jews was partly a result of
their high level of urbanization,
and the doubling of the Soviet

o
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..and a reply by the

WHAT is Comrade Pearce
trying to prove? That there is
no anti-Semitism in the USSR
or that the manifestation of
anti-Semitism is only episodic
within the bureaucracy and has
nothing to do with the nature
and function of the bureau-
cracy?

I have tried to show that
discrimination against national
minorities is not accidental
but flows from the reactionary
character of this parasitic
caste.

To say otherwise is to imply
that either socialism has been
achieved in the USSR or that
the bureaucracy is not as re-
actiorary as it seems. In either
case it is false.

Erlich and Alter, we are in-
formed, were executed by
Jewish members of the NKVD
and the persecution of Jewish
authors was conducted by
Jewish members of the bur-
eaucracy. ‘

So what?
w

By the same laws of formal
logic it could be argued that
since Stalin, Djerjhinsky and
Ordzhonikidze were members
of oppressed nations there was
no substance in Lenin’s accus-
ations of Great Russian Chau-
vinism.

It is not my intention to
prove that Jews must have a
national status or not.

That is a diversion which
does not attract me. What
interests me is that Comrade
Pearce in his zeal to track
down the crimes of Zionism
closes his eyes to the evils of
Stalinism.

The logic of his fallacious
method means that anybody
who accuses the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy of anti-Semitism is a
Zionist provocateur.

I am afraid the Jewish
question is much too complex
to be dismissed in this sub-
jective way.

In concluding, I would like
to try and clarify this problem
by quoting once again from
Levy’s booklet.

A

‘The Soviet Union, not based
on a commodity view of
human beings, legitimately
boasts of the fact that its arts
are very liberally supported by
grants-in-aid, and its artists,
writers, teachers, scientists and
cultural workers are cor-
respondingly highly paid.

‘What then are we to make
of the excuse that has been
offered for its lack of encour-
agement of Jewish art forms?

‘Why is a Yiddish theatre
expected to be self-support-
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B.B.C.1

Jeevan. 10.30-11.30

Matinee: ‘All - That

9.00-9.30 a.m. Nai Zindagi—Naya
Morning
Service. 1.25-1.50 p.m. Farming.
2.00 News Summary. 2.05 Joe:
Profile of Joe Brown. 2.35 Film
Heaven

With Gordon MacRae and
Shirley Jones. Rogers and

Hammerstein.
10.20 News and Weather.
10.30 Omnibus:

The Unashamed Accom-

Allows’ with Rock Hudson and
Jane Wyman. Well-to-do Ameri-
can widow falls in love with her
gardener. 4.00 John Wayne and
his films: Talk with film
extracts. 4.50 Here’s Lucy. 5.15
The Undersea World Of Jacques
Cousteau. 5.55 Clangers.

6.05 News and Weather.

6.15 Malcolm Muggeridge asks
The Question Why.

6.50 Songs Of Praise.
7.25 Paul Temple.

8.15 The Sunday
‘Carousel’.

Musical :

panist—Gerald Moore.
11.25 Monty Python’s Flying
Circus.
11.55 Weatherman.

All regions as BBC-1 except at the
following times:

Midlands and East Anglia: 11.57 p.m.
Weather.

North of England, Northern Ireland,
South and West: 11.57 p.m. News
Headlines and Weather.

Wales: 2.35-3.00 p.m. The Doctors.
3.00-3.40 Rugby Union. 3.40-4.00
The Doctors. 4.00-4.50 O'r Neuadd
Gyngerdd.

Scotland: 6.15-6.50 p.m. Sunday Set.
6.50-7.25 Songs Of Praise. 11.57
Weather.

B.B.C.-2

7.00 p.m. News Review and
Weather.

7.25 Ten Years Of What?:
A last look at the 1960s.

9.50 Thirty Minute Theatre:
‘The Discharge of Trooper

10.20 Rowan and Martin’s
Laugh-In.

11.00 News Summary.

11.15 Film Night Special:

‘Caesar’s the Name Of
The Game’.

Filmed during the making
of the new screen version

TLushy' by Robert Holles.

of ‘Julius Caesar’.

SUNDAY
TV

LT.V.

11.00a.m.-12 noon Church Ser-
vice. 1.55 p.m. Face The Press:
Lord Thomson of Fleet. 2.25 Out
Of Town. 2.45 Sports Arena.
3.15 The Big Match. 4.15 The
Owl Service. 4.45 The Golden
Shot. 5.30 Julia.
6.00 News From ITN.
6.15 Friends and Neighbours.
6.35 Appeal : Your Money,
Their Lives:
The Helping Hand Organ-
ization,
6.40 Seven Days.
7.25 Randall and Hopkirk
(Deceased).
8.20 ‘The Gift Of Love’.
With Robert Stack and
Lauren Bacall.
10.10 News From ITN.
10.20 This Is ... Tom Jones.
11.20 Tonight With David
Nixon.
12.05 a.m. What Was He Like?
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national  concentrated  the
international experience of the
revolutionary Marxist move-
ment, and especially that which
rises out of the socialist
conquests of the October 1917
Revolution in  Russia. It
assimilates and bases itself
upon all of humanity’s pro-
gressive social  experiences,
which lead to the expropria-
tion of the capitalist class and
to the ultimate abolition of
classes.’

But we do not wish and do
not intend to conceal from
the vanguard of the world
proletariat or from the workers
that the pressure of the forces
of the bourgeoisie and
Stalinism has had devastating
effects on the organization of
the Fourth International.

In both the ranks and in
the leadership of the Fou.rth
International the Trotskyists
have had to fight against
liquidationist tendencies who
abandoned the battlefield 'of
the class struggle and capit-
ulated to Stalinism and

reformism; they tried to
destroy the Fourth Inter-
national, betraying its pro-

gramme and its organization.

The Trotskyist organizations
adhering to the International
Committee of the Fourth
International proclaim that
the Fourth International has
not failed.

Its programme, adopted in
1938, and completely verified
by the subsequent course of
history, gives the only answers
to the problems of the class
struggle raised in our epoch.

The present events in the
class  struggle place the
heaviest responsibilities on the
International Committee and
its sections.

The time has come to in-
tensify, simultaneously with
the fight for the construction of
revolutionary parties in each
country, the reconstruction of
the Fourth International.

To this end, the Inter-
national Committee presents
the perspective of a Conference

open to all militant groups and
organizations, whatever their
political origins, which are the
product of the workers’ move-
ment and which, engaged in
the class struggle, feel the
pressing need for the construc-
tion of revolutionary parties
and the International, the
indispensable instruments for
the victory of the proletariat
in all countries and the inter-
national victory of the world
working class.

The preparation of this
Conference will be a political
struggle, organically linked
with that of each section, so
that on the basis of their
experience, militants and
cadres still grouped around the
revisionist and centrist organ-

izations of the ‘Upiﬁed
Secretariat’, young m_ihtants
coming into battle in the

context of present struggles in
the advanced capitalist coun-
tries, in the countries sub-
jected to the dictatorship of
the bureaucracy and in the
colonial and  semi-colonial
countries will organize around
the International Committee
for the reconstruction of the
Fourth International.

This perspective, the only

‘one orientated to the highest

level, that of the International,
of the construction of revolu-
tionary leadership of the
proletariat, of the international
unity of the class struggle, of
social revolution in capitalist
countries and political revolu-
tion in the USSR, China, and
the eastern European coun-
tries, requires preparation.

For this reason, the Inter-
national Committee is con-
voking a preparatory con-
ference reserved to its
sections in February 1970
which, resting upon the
decisions of the Third Con-
ference of April 1966, and
drawing up the balance sheet
of its activity and that of its
sections ' since that date,
confronting its orientations
with the development of the
class struggle, places the
strategic problems of the con-
struction of revolutionary
parties in each country, within
the context of the reconstruc-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national at the centre of its
debate.

‘The essential unity of the
international class struggle,
flowing from the international
character of the joint crisis of
imperialism and the bureau-
cracy, implies the direct
consequence of the necessity
of building Trotskyist parties
in every country.

‘As against the liquidationist
conclusions flowing from the

revisionist “division of the
world into sectors”, this
perspective emphasizes the

urgency of building indepen-
dent revolutionary proletarian
parties in the countries of
eastern Europe, USSR, and
China, and in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries. !

‘This central task of build-
ing independent revolutionary
parties stresses yet again the
essential  struggle for the
political independence of the
working class, against the
politics of the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy and reformist leader-
ships. This fight for the Party
implies a determined struggle

against syndicalism and all
ideas that a revolutionary
party can be spontaneously

produced from the working
class.

‘The International Confer-
ence stresses that the
Trotskyist movement, in the
course of the struggle to
build the International, works
towards the creation of a
centralized leadership of the
world revolutionary party, in
a struggle organically linked
to the fight in each country
to rebuild revolutionary cen-
tralized parties leading the
struggles of the masses.

‘This building of parties and
of the International must be

carried out on the basis of the
lessons of the struggle against
revisionism and of the con-
tinuation of this struggle.

‘The proceedings of this Third
Conference  emphasize the
necessity for the International
Committee to politically
prepare within 18 months the
Fourth International Confer-
ence, whose aim will be to
rally all Trotskyist organiz-
ations fighting for the pro-
gramme of the Fourth Inter-
national.

“This will include a struggle
by the International Com-
mittee to rally to the ranks of
the Fourth International the
militants and groups who are

misled by the revisionist
leaders of the United
Secretariat.

‘In order to achieve the

tasks before, such a Confer-
ence, the International Com-
mittee must organize an inter-
national discussion on the
following subjects:

‘a) The building of revolu-
tionary parties on the basis of
the Programme in the context
of the concrete struggle for the
rebuilding of the International.

‘Trotskyists,
sections of the Fourth Inter-

organized as

national, must struggle for
the construction of revolution-
ary parties based on the
Transitional Programme of the
Fourth International. They
carry the fight for this
programme and for the con-
struction of the Party as the
main basis of their work into
the mass organizations and
trade unions of the working
class, and in particular towards
the working-class youth, as
the principal source of new
forces for the Fourth Inter-
national. All such work is
subordinated to the main task
of constructing the Party.

‘The building of the Party
necessitates the production of
a newspaper able to fight
constantly for the overall
programme of the Party, to
raise the consciousness of the
working class in all spheres of
the class struggle. This fight
for the independent party is
the only basis for the defence
of the positions won in the
past by the working class, and
all tactical considerations are
subordinated to it. In con-
ditions where the tactic of

_entry into existing working-

class parties is necessary, this
tactic is conducted in a
manner which subordinates it
to the main task of the
construction of the indepen-
dent party.

‘D) The unity of the inter-
national class struggle.

‘D) Defence by revolution-
ary methods of the conquests
of the international working
class, in the capitalist
countries, in the USSR, China
and all the countries which
have been removed from the
sphere of imperialism. This
discussion will be carried out
on the agreed framework of
the unconditional defence of
these states.’

The International Committee
has decided the following
agenda for this Conference:

1) The construction of
revolutionary parties on the
basis of the Transitional
Programme in the context of
the practical struggle for the
reconstruction of the Fourth
International.

2) The task to be accom-
plished in the period of immi-
nent revolution opened up by
the French General Strike of
May-June 1968 and the rise of
the political revolution in
Czechoslovakia.

This Conference will be
prepared at the end of January,
1970 by the publication of
political documents in the
organs of each section and by
the publication of an internal
bulletin reserved to members
of the sections.

Anti-Semitism

<Pl

YOUR TASK in replying to
my letter which you published
under the title ‘Anti-Semitism
in the Soviet Union’ was made
easier by your misprinting of
the quotation from Menahem
Begin. What he wrote, of
course, was: ‘The Soviet gov-
ernment is anti-anti-Semitic’,
Please get it right this time!

Last year, Princeton Univer-
sity Press published a study by
T. H. Rigby of ‘Communist
Party membership in the
USSR, 1917-1967’. In this
work he notes that the Jews
are still probably ‘the most
Party-saturated nationality in
the country’—in other words,
the national group with the
highest number of Communist
Party members in relation to
the total numbers of the group.

If there has been a decline
since the 1920s in the propor-
tion of Jews in the total Party
membership, this does not
prove discrimination:

‘The extraordinary Party
membership rate among the
Jews was partly a result of
their high level of urbanization,
and the doubling of the Soviet

and the Soviet bureaucracy

A letter...

urban population since World
War II has reduced their ad-
vantage in this respect.’

In other eastern countries
besides Russia, economic and
social progress has resulted
similarly in the ousting of cer-
tain national groups—Greeks,
Armenians, etc.— from the
quasi-monopoly position they
held in many trades and pro-
fessions when the bulk of the
population were still extremely
backward.

Indeed, this same process
occurred in western countries
during the course of the
Middle Ages.

There exists an account of
the last days of Erlich and
Alter, the Polish Jewish leaders

you mention who were mur-
dered by Stalin, written by
Lucjan Blit, who was with
them at this time.

What cannot be overlooked
is that the NKVD men who
were in charge of these two
victims themselves had Jewish
names.

w

The presence of a large Jew-
ish element in the bureaucracy
cannot be brushed aside. So
far back as 1923, Trotsky
pointed out that this circum-
stance (particularly in the
Ukraine) was bound to rein-
force traditional anti-Semi-
tism, unless the bureaucrats
in question took care to be-
have less arrogantly towards
their ‘subjects’—e.g. by deign-
ing to learn the Ukrainian
language.

In the Ukraine, of course,

Jews have been among the
principal agents of that ‘Russi-
fication’ you complain about.

So Hyman Levy wrote in
1958 that there was ‘no Jew
in any high position’.

He could not have written
that even one year earlier, for
it was only in 1957 that
Kaganovich was removed.
Would it have been better if
this arch-criminal had been
allowed to remain in his ‘high
position’ just for representative
purposes, so to speak ?

Yes indeed, there was a
period when the Yiddish
language and literature were
persecuted in the Soviet
Union. (They are not exactly
encouraged in Israel either!)
The men most zealous in this
persecution were those con-
nected with the ‘Yevsektsia’,
the Jewish department of the
CPSU !

..and a reply by the

WHAT is Comrade Pearce
trying to prove? That there is
no anti-Semitism in the USSR
or that the manifestation of
anti-Semitism is only episodic
within the bureaucracy and has
nothing to do with the nature
and function of the bureau-
cracy?

I have tried to show that
discrimination against national
minorities is not accidental
but flows from the reactionary
character of this parasitic
caste.

To say otherwise is to imply
that either socialism has been
achieved in the USSR or that
the bureaucracy is not as re-
actiorary as it seems. In either
case it is false.

Erlich and Alter, we are in-
formed, were executed by
Jewish members of the NKVD
and the persecution of Jewish
authors was conducted by
Jewish members of the bur-
eaucracy. '

So what?
v

By the same laws of formal
logic it could be argued that
since Stalin, Djerjhinsky and
Ordzhonikidze were members
of oppressed nations there was
no substance in Lenin’s accus-
ations of Great Russian Chau-
vinism. ;

It is not my intention to
prove that Jews must have a
national status or not.

That is a diversion which
does not attract me. What
interests me is that Comrade
Pearce in his zeal to track
down the crimes of Zionism
closes his eyes to the evils of
Stalinism.

The logic of his fallacious
method means that anybody
who accuses the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy of anti-Semitism is a
Zionist provocateur.

I am afraid the Jewish
question is much too complex
to be dismissed in this sub-
jective way.

In concluding, I would like
to try and clarify this problem
by quoting once again from
Levy’s booklet.

v

‘The Soviet Union, not based
on a commodity view of
human  beings, legitimately
boasts of the fact that its arts
are very liberally supported by
grants-in-aid, and its artists,
writers, teachers, scientists and
cultural workers are cor-
respondingly highly paid.

‘What then are we to make
of the excuse that has been
offered for its lack of encour-
agement of Jewish art forms?

‘Why is a Yiddish theatre
expected to be self-support-

editor

ing? Can the Soviet Union not
afford to publish Yiddish
poetry in the original language?

‘The suggestion is ridiculous,
and there is no escape from the
conclusion that it is of set
and deliberate policy.

‘I have tried to indicate
what would appear to be that
policy, but since the Soviet
Union does not deign to ex-
plain itself—and yet expects
the outside world and other
governments to accept its bona
fidles on much more vital
matters, it must not complain

if a sinister interpretation is:

placed on its actions.’

I agree with Levy’s con-
clusion.

. A

‘Nazi agents’.

Henryk Erlich (right) and Victor Alter: Polish labour leaders
arrested in Poland in 1939 during the occupation, were set free
in 1941 only to be shot by the NKVD a year later as

Yiddish was repressed along
with many other national lan-
guages, as part of a general
move towards Russification.

It would take too long to
pursue here the implications
of your remarks about Birobid-
jan, ‘forcible assimilation’, and
so on.

Only this must be said:
when no such thing as Jewish
nationality was officially re-
cognized in the Soviet Union,
there were complaints that
this state of affairs meant
official anti-Semitism; but then,
when Jewish nationality was
given recognition, and Soviet
Jews had ‘Jewish’ entered on
their identity cards (instead
of ‘Russian’ or ‘Ukrainian’ or
whatever), that was also said
to be proof of official anti-
Semitism. . . .

The simple fact is that, for
the Zionists, there is no satis-
factory solution of the Jewish
question in eastern Europe
short of all the Jews leaving
for Israel.

Until that happens, they will
always find something to point
to as evidence of persecution,
discrimination and the like.

Undoubtedly, the bureau-
cracy of Stalinism from time

to time brings dishonest
charges against certain in-
dividuals of being ‘Zionist
agents’,

This should not cause us to
forget that there is real and
dangerous Zionist activity.

Trotsky was falsely accused
of being an agent of the Ges-
tapo; that the charge was false
did not mean that the Gestapo
had no agents—some of them
probably among the very men
who slandered Trotsky in this
way!

Brian Pearce.

Demonstrations and Socialism

DEMONSTRATIONS  which
are not the expression of
mass opinion and conscious-
ness are a waste of time.

Marches in support of sec-
tional demands and which ig-
nore the relationship between
the subject of the protest and
;:apitalism as a whole are use-
ess.

The bomb, Vietnam, Biafra,
apartheid — these apparently
disparate problems are inex-
tricably linked as the logical
consequences of capitalism and
imperialism.

Only socialism can deal with
any of these issues separately
because only socialism goes to
the root of the trouble and in
destroying capitalism automati-
cally clears up all these prob-
lems together.

w

And socialism will be
achieved only on the basis of
united action by the workers
against the oppressing class.

It will be achieved only on
the basis of revolution by the
masses led by the party of
socialism.

Not through so-called ‘demo-
cratic processes’ which are a
means of heading off the revo-
lution and preserving the capi-
talist system.

Peaceful demonstrations can
be looked at in the same light
as democratic processes. They
amount to no more than a
policy of containment of dissi-
dent elements by the bour-
geoisie.

Ultimately — it must be
stressed not immediately—the
revolution will be brought
about only through the violent
overthrow of the capitalist
state and all those institutions
which uphold it.

All those who decry the use
of violence under any circum-
stances are siding with the
liberal-bourgeois elements who
know full well that violence is
the only thing their system
need fear. -

Revolutionaries must not be
taken in by their sweet-talk or
civilized behaviour.

Revolutionary fighters must
live in total opposition to the
capitalist system of immorality
and exploitation.

The difference between the
revolutionary and the reformer
is that the former must be pre-
pared and willing to suffer any
penalty in the furtherance of
his socialist objectives.

There have been few revo-
lutionaries among those in
Britain who have marched in
futile attempts to convince suc-
cessive capitalist governments
that they should change their
policies on specific questions.

But there are many reform-
ists and opportunists and these,
by their arguments and ac-
tions, are diverting attention
and energies from the real issue
which is the destruction of
capitalism.

This will only be achieved
by patiently building a revolu-
tionary party to heighten poli-
tical consciousness among the
working class and capable of
leading it to victory at the
proper time and in the proper
way.

w

Dilettante demonstrations on
individual issues are not the
way to achieve either true con-
sciousness or revolution.

‘What comes after the de-
monstration’ was the question
asked by the VSC command
after the October 27 fiasco
last year.

Here we have a perfect ex-
ample of fumbling after the
truth about demonstrations
against things like the bomb,
Vietnam or apartheid.

In themselves they are value-
less and incapable of leading
to anything else.

The only valid demonstra-
tion is that which is supported
by a politically-conscious work-
ing class, or a section of it, and
which has the potential to turn
from a demonstration into an
insurrection.

Ian Yeats

Editorial comment

COMBINED in this letter are
formally correct statements
with others which are mis-
leading or positively dangerous.

What it says is: no demon-
strations until there is a re-
voluticnary situation in which
a ‘politically-conscious working
class’ comes into action.

The question of how we get
from the present situation to
that stage is ignored.

Demonstrations of the type
organized by CND, Anti-Apar-
theid and the Vietnam Soli-
darity Campaign are merely
radical protests characteristic
of the middle class. The fights
with the police have merely
expressed the frustrations of
the kind of people involved.

This does not mean that
demonstrations in  general
should be condemned as ‘use-
less’ and ‘a waste of time’ and
form part of ‘a policy of con-
tainment’.

The demonstrations organ-
ized by the Socialist Labour
League and the Young Social-
ists have a different character
and intention.

They are not organized as
protests, but in order to gain
support for specific policies, to
build a leadership for the work-
ing class.

Such demonstrations require

B.B.C.-1
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3.15 The Big Match. 4.15 The
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London. 12.05 a.m. Weather Forecast.
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Escape. 2.55 Football 3.50 The Baron.
4.45 London. 5.30 The Owl Service.
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10.00 London.
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then  has
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Civil War America.
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GRANADA: 11.00
Service. 1.25 All Our Yesterdays. 1.55
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Football. 3.50 The Doris Day Show.
4.15 Survival. 4.45 London. 5.30 The
Owl Service. 6.00 London. 7.25 The
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London.
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Shoot.
Cool Mikado’. 4.45 London. 5.30 The
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days. 2.00 Diane's Magic Theatre. 2.15
Mr Piper. 2.45 London. 3.15 Feature
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Greenwood, Nigel Patrick and Derek
Farr. 4.45 London. 5.30 The Owl
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Trevor and Lionel Barrymore. 9.50
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12.05 a.m. Late Call.
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2.15 All Our Yesterdays. 2.45 Sports
Arena. 3.10 The Edgar
Thriller Hour. 4.15 London. 5.30 The
Ghost and Mrs Muir. 6.00 London.
6.35 Action News. 6.40 London. 7.25
Marcus Welby MD. 8.25 This Is . . .
Tom Jones. 9.25 The Big Film: ‘The
War Lover' (part one). 10.00 News
and Weather. 10.20 The Big Film
(part two). 11.30 -Sunday Talks.

10.10 London.
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Picture: ‘Pepe In Hollywood’
10.10-12.05 a.m.

3.20 Sunday Matinee: ‘The
Service. 6.00 London. 7.25 It

Wallace

thought and organization and
are disciplined expressions of
the strength of the revolution-
ary movement, however small
the numbers may appear to be.

To wait for the masses to
appear spontaneously on the
streets can be simply an alibi
to do nothing in the meantime.

This conception is the pro-
duct of idealist thinking which
tries to substitute for the real
processes going on in the con-
sciousness of the working class
a false, impressionistic and en-
tirely subjective viewpoint.

The advocates of this view-
point doom themselves to iso-
lation and defeat because their
method and outlook ignores
the complex and contradictory
development of the British
labour movement. Without an
understanding of dialectical
materialism it is impossible to
grasp the logic of its slow yet
inexorable development.

<
The right to demonstrate,
like the rights to organize, hold
meetings and vote in elections,
have.all been won in struggle.
We have seen in many coun-

tries how such rights have
been taken away.

Revolutionaries who are
serious in their intention to
win the leadership of the work-
ing class make use of all these
rights. We fight for power
through the means which have
been wrested from the bour-
geoisie in struggle, but with-
out tying ourselves to these
means alone.

Of course, we agree with
Yates that the October 27
demonstration led nowhere and
was followed by the demorali-
zation of many of those who
took part in it with great en-
thusiasm.

He knows that the SLL had
already broken with the VSC
on a principled question and
would have nothing to do with
that demonstration.

Demonstrations for us are
subordinate to the aim of
building a revolutionary party
to lead the working class.

But our demonstrations are
quite different in character and
intention from those of other
movements.

The demonstration called for
January 11 against Wilson’s
visit to Washington is one
which all those angered by the
betrayals of the Labour govern-
ment should support.

It will be an important step
in preparing for the class
struggles coming up in 1970.
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the ‘lefts’—have, as we have
shown, already prepargd the
ground for such legislation.

Mrs Castle’s Commission
for Industry and Manpower is
the last in a long line of state
and state-inspired committees
on which prominent trade
union leaders have collabor-
ated—Mortimer on the Prices
and Incomes Board; Wood-
cock, Paynter and -Allen on
the Commission on Industrial
Relations; Scanlon, Evans and
Roberts on the Joint Motor
Industry Council.

It is all very well for
Scanlon to tell the engineering
employers that a Tory govern-
ment might enact legal back-
ing powers for industrial
contracts, but this ground has
already been well-trodden.

A Tory government would
come to power under con-
ditions where the trade union
leaders are already bound
hand-and-foot to collaboration
with the state.

The outstanding question is
to prevent workers acting
from the shop floor outside
this unholy alliance—and it is
this that ‘the TUC General
Council may now be embark-
ing upon.

Such attacks must be firmly
resisted.

There are only six weeks
to the All Trades Unions
Alliance’s engineering work-
ers’ conference in Sheffield
and these weeks must be
used to develop a massive
campaign in industry against
the union leaders’ plans to
tie workers to the state.

Union democracy—of which
Jones and others speak so
much—is inconceivable with-
out the absolute independence
of the working class from the
state.

All union branches, district
committees and shop stewards’
committees are invited to
send delegates to the engineer-
ing workers’ conference—
which takes place on February

7, 1970.

It will be held at the
Montgomery Hall (opposite
the Town Hall), Sheffield,

from 11 a.m.-4.30 p.m.

MANAGEMENT and
senior stewards at the
Liverpool branch of the
giant Plessey telecom-
munications group are
at present completing
discussions on a pay-
and-productivity deal.

The last stages of these

talks took place away
from the factories so that
the negotiations should

not be disturbed.

Plessey’s have been pre-
paring this deal for some-
thing approaching a year
now. After several months
the workers were given
small increases ranging from
17s 6d for skilled men to
10s for women and 7s for
juveniles.

These were given on the
basis of an agreement, signed
by all the senior stewasds,
that there would be no more
claims until the productivity
deal was finalized and that
there would be ‘continued
co-operation in preparing the
new pay - and - productivity
agreement’.

In 1968, Plessey’s invited a
firm of management consult-
ants—AIC—to conduct a sur-
vey with the purpose of imple-
menting the new productivity
scheme.

There was already in exist-
ence a ‘Liverpool package
deal’. Even the management
themselves are forced to
admit that :

“This had effected consider-
able improvements, but had
not contained any automatic
review procedures with the
result that the wage structure
had come under pressure from
the employees. There was the
added fact that employees be-
lieved the Liverpool deal had
benefited management much
more than it had the em-
ployees’.

Low pay
The employees were dead
right !
While management had
benefited, wages at the Plessey
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eed-up talks

factories — employing around
10,000 workers — remained
amongst the lowest in en-
gineering on Merseyside.

One of the main features of
the AIC programme of work
at the beginning of this year
was the organization of ‘train-
ing and appreciation courses
on work-measurement tech-
nique’ - for supervisors and
shop stewards.

We have found no record
of senior stewards at the fac-
tory organizing a course to
‘appreciate’ why the last pack-
age deal benefited the em-
ployers at the expense of the
workers nor a ‘training’ course
on how, in the light of that
deal, trade union organization
in the factory might better
serve the workers.

The AIC survey concluded
that the main aspects of a

productivity ‘bargain’ should
be:

a) The introduction of a
standard form of work-
measurement.

b) A new wage structure
based upon job-evaluation,

AIC and the management
then proceeded to lay down
the basis for job-evaluation
and for a qualitative tighten-
ing-up on piece-work through
the use of predetermined
times.

They laid down principles
on which they would work.

These stressed that pay in-
creases could only come from
increased productivity and
improved use of manpower.
In other words, the only in-
crea'lses would be for speed-
up !

Co-operation

The management then stated
that they wished to develop

their productivity proposals
‘with the unions at plant
level’.

So from January 1969, the
union leaders at the factory
entered into co-operation with
the management to work out
productivity proposals—or, to
put it more bluntly, speed-up
proposals.

Every worker at Plessey’s
should understand that there
have been no negotiations for
a straight wage increase this
year,

Over the last year there
have been discussions between
the management and senior

stewards . . . on the manage-
ment’s ground.
The company's attitude

throughout has been: co-oper-
ate in improving productivity
first and then we’ll see if we
can give the workers a small
increase in wages.

A management report of a
January 17 questions - and -
answers meeting involving 150
stewards, members of manage-
ment and representatives of
AIIIC brings this out graphic-
ally :

‘What,” asked the stewards,
‘is the worth, in terms of
“cash”, of the co-operation of
the trade unions and em-
ployees in the attitude survey,
job-evaluation and all other
aspects ?

‘It is inappropriate at this
stage,’ replied the manage-
ment, ‘to discuss financial re-
wards.

‘The productivity agreement
will be produced for negotia-
tion in May or June of this
year. It will be based upon
the results cf job-evaluation,
attitude survey and an assess-
ment of the financial savings
resulting from increased pro-
ductivity.

‘It is at this point that the
question of the share of
benefits should be raised.

‘At this point in time the
preparatory work necessary
for the production of a pro-
ductivity agreement including
the involvement of AIC is
costing the company money
rather than producing a
saving.’

Pity the company!

Abandoned

Having to spend out money
to find the best way to ex-
ploit labour !

That senior stewards gave
their co-operation on this
basis indicates how far basic
trade union principle had been
abandoned.

Even Judas Iscariot got 30
pieces of silver for co-operat-
ing with Pontius Pilate. They
were prepared to co-operate
for nothing.

The experience of the last
year in Plessey’s shows more
clearly than ever the dangers
of this type of ‘leadership’.

According to the manage-
ment, the purpose of the AIC
attitude survey was to ‘assess
attitudes towards factors im-
portant to productivity bar-
gaining’.

Despite the fact that the
stewards went along with this,
it was nine months before the
workers got even a small in-
terim rise.

For a union leadership to
even enter into a meeting with
the management to discuss
co-operation in such an
exercise was a Dbetrayal of

trade unionism. It is the job
of workers’ organizations to
represent their members, not
the management.

Undermine

The, aim of the Plessey
productivity deal is to under-
mine the independence of the
workers’  organizations  in
negotiation.

For example, AIC and
Plessey’s take an attitude sur-
vey made by a selected panel
and taken from selected per-
sonnel who give their at-
titudes to productivity. It is
on this basis that negotiations
take place.

While the stewards ac-
cepted this, they put up no
fight against the sacking of
a young trade unionist re-
cently for putting forward
her attitude towards product-
ivity in a workers’ meeting.

A new job-grading scheme
is proposed, based on a ‘con-
sensus method’.

Cut through the trimmings
and this means setting up a

panel which evaluates the
jobs and institutes new
gradings.

Preparing

Possibly even more impor-
tant for Plessey workers is
the fact that the management
has been busy during the year
preparing willing senior
stewards ready for the intro-
duction of pre-determined
motion-time systems.

Pre-determined time sys-
tems start with the principle
that all types of different
operation can be broken down
into very small basic motions.

Describing a pre-determined
motion-time system (Methods-
Time Measurement), Plessey
defines the following motions
in all operations:

Eight hand
motions.

and arm

Nine foot, leg and body
motions.
Two elements of eye action.
Operations are split up
into these motions and the
pre-determined times applied

for each motion on a unit of

time called the Time-Measure-
ment Unit.

Reach, for example, is given
12.9 Time-Measurement Units
(TMU), grasp is given 9.1
TMU.

27.8 TMU equal one minute.

Times for jobs or opera-
tions can thus be worked out
‘scientifically’, ‘in the office’,
by analysing the job and
splitting it into its ‘basic
motions’.

Acceptance of this system
by union organizations means
the end of ‘mutuality’ (the
piece-work agreement whereby
values or piece-work prices of
jobs must be mutually agreed
by worker and management).

Instead of negotiation, so-
called scientific synthetics or
pre-determined times will de-
termine values.

The very desctiption ‘pre-
determined’ shows that it
means the end of mutuality.

Betrayal

Some, if not all, the union
leaders at Plessey’s are ob-
viously co-operating in ex-
tending schemes like this.
This is a betrayal of the
strength and independence of
the workers’ organization.

Mutuality means determin-
ing the highest price for the
workers on the basis of the
strength of organization, for
if the price is not agreed then
the workers either work day-
work, or, in a well-organized
shop, refuse to do their job.

Then the price depends on
the strength of the workers’
organization.

Stewards who agree to pre-
determined times accept the

management’s standards and
are assisting the employers to
break the ‘mutuality’ agree-
ment,

Modern developments of
time-study seek to take piece-
work out of struggle, leading
ultimately to Measured-Day
Work in which a worker can
be speeded up without any
increase in pay.

The crime of the stewards
at Plessey’s is that for a year
they have gone along with a
management that is attempt-
ing just that.

They are thus collaborating
in a further undermining of
the independence of the
unions.

Over a year ago, in ex-
pressing their aims in the pro-
ductivity deal, the manage-
ment quoted with approval a
Prices and Incomes Board
statement:

‘Plant agreements should
establish clear ground-rules
which separate the process of
negotiating pay from that of
establishing work standards.’

This means that they aim
to make standards of work
which they can impose upon
operators without any pay
negotiations.

Clear

There can be no clearer
statement of an end to
mutuality. Work standards and
piece-work prices are taken
out of negotiation.

No self-respecting trade
unionist can accept the prin-
ciples on which this produc-
tivity deal is based.

It is not just how much is
being got for it. The trade
union organization in this
factory is being tied even
tighter to the management.

® No breaking of the
‘mutuality’ agreement!

@ A straight wage increase!
@® No productivity deals!

Safety at Nancekuke
Minister is
convinced...
‘almost’

THE SAFETY arrange-
ments at the Ministry of
Defence’s chemical war-
fare research establishment
at Nancekuke, Cornwall,
are adequate, according to
Mr Ivor Richard, the
Army Minister.

He gave this assurance
after a fact-finding tour of
Nancekuke and said:

‘I went there sceptical, but
came away much less sceptical
and indeed almost (?) con-
vinced that the elaborate
safety precautions were ade-
quate and being complied with
by the staff.’

But ‘it would be foolish to
suggest that I was 100 per
cent convinced’.

This ‘clarification’ follows
allegations that the deaths of
three men and the illnesses
of two others were connected
with exposure to dangerous
chemicals at Nancekuke.

Mr Tony Bidgood, who
worked at the research estab-
lishment for about 12 years
up to 1963, died in May,
1968, the cause of death be-
ing given as throat cancer.

His wife has stated that
from February, 1968 her hus-
band developed a swelling of
the face and neck with red
and blue blotching.

During the last few weeks
of his life his weight dropped
from 16 stones to six stones.

One of the survivors, Mr
Trevor Martin, has said that
he had been prevented by
the security officers of the
Ministry of Defence, from
giving evidence of an accident
at Nancekuke in December,
1961, which he blames for
his eight-year illness.

He is partially paralysed in
his right arm and leg and his
claim for a disablement pen-
sion has been rejected by a
social security medical board
on the grounds that his illness
is unconnected with his work
at Nancekuke.

A Ministry of Defence
official has denied that there
has ever been an accident
at Nancekuke, but admitted
that all five men had been
working on the same project
along with others.

By our sclence

A letter from Mr John
Morris, Minister of Defence
for Equipment, sent to Mr
John Pardoe, MP for Corn-
wall North, on December 3,
contained the following pas-
sage:

‘We have identified the Mr
Walter Banfield, whose name
you mentioned. I am sorry to
say that he died earlier this
year at the age of 61. He
was, however, a driver for the
whole of his career with us
and he never had any contact
with any toxic substance.’

The Army Minister is
‘almost convinced’ that pre-
cautions are adequate.

Yet with the most stringent
precautions, accidents have
occurred at Porton and similar
centres in the United States.

The substances involved are
extremely lethal and little is
known about long-term effects
on those even remotely con-
nected with their manufacture.

Obviously, these recent re-
velations are only the tip of
the iceberg.

The ‘investigations’ now
taking place and the Army
Minister’s visit seems to be
aimed at removing the basis
for the compensation claims
being brought by former
Nancekuke employees.

This  would suggest that
there is a great deal which
the government wishes to
keep submerged about its
‘defence’ programme.

Although the Ministry of
Defence insists that no killer
gas has been manufactured at
Nancekuke since February
1968, the appearance off the
Cornish coast of seals and fish
dying with ‘burn marks’ on
their bodies raises consider-
able doubt.

However, recent reports
from divers in the Nancekuke
area suggest that chemical
warfare is not the sole
occupation at the. research
establishment.

Below a depth of 20 feet,

correspondent

vibrations are felt and at 100
feet, loud voices can be heard
speaking in French, English
and what sounds like Russian.

Classical music has also
been heard and appears to
get louder with depth.

A Defence Ministry spokes-
man could ‘give no explana-
tion for the sounds’, but some
new form of underwater com-
munications system is indic-
ated by the reports.

The veil of secrecy sur-
rounding  Nancekuke and
similar research establishments
is extremely ominous.

The ‘accidents’ which ‘hap-
pen’ from time to time are
a warning to the working class
of the nature of the instru-
ments of death, controlled by
the capitalist state.

The gases and defoliants
used against the Vietnamese
are mild compared to those
which are being developed for
the employers’ armouries.

Vietnam
touchstone

@ FROM PAGE ONE

As a Stalinist and reformist
he has no political indepen-
dence from the Soviet
bureaucrats except on
occasion to provide a left
cover for Gollan and com-
pany by making ‘oppositi-
onal’ noises.

That is the reason why he

opposes our campaign to
stop Wilson going to Wash-
ington. There is a saying
that ‘Now is the time for
all good men to come to
the aid of the party’.

Like Wilson who represents
the Labour bureaucracy,
Johnstone, representing the
class collaboration politics
of the Soviet bureaucracy,
in his own way, also comes
to the aid of US imperial-
ism. Like social democracy
Stalinism is the politics of
the counter-revolution:

BY ROBERT BLACK

THE GROWING opposition in the United
States to the Vietnam war places a tremendous

historical
Marxists.

Theirs is the task of fight-
ing within this deeply-con-
fused and socially-amor-
phous movement for
working-class action against
the war, based on the
struggles now emerging
within the US between the
giants of labour and capital.

In this contradictory con-
text of working-class radical-
ization and middle-class pro-
test, the Trotskyist programme,
principles and theory become
all-important.

Without  these  political
guidelines, Marxists will suc-
cumb either to sectarian ab-
stention from the mass move-
ment against the war, on the
grounds that it is led by bour-
geois reformers and protesters,
or adapt to its lowest common
political denominator in the
so-called interests of ‘maxi-
mum unity’.

The ability of Marxists to
fight for and develop their
principles inside such a move-
ment is a sure test of their
political calibre.

It is in this living context
that we must evaluate the
article by David Thorstad in
the October number of ‘Young
Socialist’, the journal of the
Young Socialist Alliance.

Largest section

The Young Socialist Alli-
ance is the youth movement
of the American Socialist
Workers’ Party, which, under
the leadership of Leon Trot-
sky, became the largest sec-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national on its foundation in
1938.

All links between the SWP
and Trotskyism were severed
in 1963 when its leadership
took the party into the fold of
the Pablo revisionists, who
ten years earlier had pro-
claimed that forces other than
the Fourth International were
going to carry through the
world  revolution.

Thorstad’s  article ‘Dave
Dellinger joins the Body-
snatchers’ carries the logic im-
plicit in Pablo’s theories, and
their latest acceptance by the
SWP leadership, to their
ultimate conclusion.

Pacifist Dellinger, in writing
an introduction to a transcript
of a discussion between him-
self, and, among others, the
late biographer of Trotsky,
Isaac Deutscher, attacked the
role of the YSA in the peace
movement.

Dellinger was not content
with making his own critic-
isms, but attempted to involve

responsibility

American

€

upon

The late Isaac Deutscher,

logic of

Pabloite

revisionism

Deutscher’s name in lending
them weight.

It is this manoeuvre which
inspired the title of Thorstad’s
article. The pacifists were, it
seems, trying to ‘snatch
Deutscher’s dead body’ for use
in a factional struggle against
the YSA and the SWP.

Thorstad replies by snatch-
ing Deutscher’s body back
from the pacifists and claiming
it for the Fourth Inter-
national !

In truth, Deutscher was
neither a pacifist nor a Trot-
skyist, but a centrist who at
the crucial period of the
founding of the Fourth Inter-
national in 1938, retreated
from his previous position of
opposition to Stalinism on the
grounds that the time was not
opportune for the launching
of a new International

Deutscher’s political hostility
to the Fourth International is
well known, and dominates
the third volume of his bio-
graphy of Trotsky, ‘The
Prophet Outcast’ :

‘Only two Polish delegates
protested that “the Polish sec-
tion as a whole was opposed
to the proclamation of the
Fourth International’.

‘They pointed out that
it was hopeless to try to
create a new International
while the workers’ movement,
as a whole, was on the ebb.
“No significant section of the
working class will respond to
our manifesto. It is necessary
to wait”’ (p. 421).

Author

In a footnote to this para-
graph, Deutscher makes clear
that he ‘was the author of the
argument against the founda-

tion of the Fourth Inter-
national which these two
delegates advanced at the
conference’.

Before the unification with
the Pabloites, Deutscher had
been sharply attacked by SWP
leader Cannon as ‘the Bern-
stein of Trotskyism’.

But in his review of ‘The
Prophet Outcast’, the volume
in which Deutscher mounts
his attack on the Fourth Inter-
national, Joseph Hansen apol-
ogized for the sharpness of
these attacks :

‘From the viewpoint of the
world Trotskyist movement,
Deutscher’s agreement on the
validity of Trotsky’'s pro-
gramme establishes the pos-
sibility in principle of prac-
tical collaboration with him,
. . . Some harsh and even un-
justified things were said of

Deutscher . . .’ (‘International
Socialist Review’,  Winter,
1964)

This is .the point where

Thorstad and Hansen’s other
prodigies take over.

Hansen and company may
even look askance at the
crude forms taken by anti-
Trotskyism in the YSA. But
they are simply reaping the
harvest sown by decades of
theoretical betrayal.

The lines are written by
Thorstad, but the political in-
spiration is Hansen’s :

‘Incorrect’

‘There were several points’
he says, ‘on which American
Trotskyists thought Deutscher
had incorrect positions. He
did not agree with the de-
cision to launch the Fourth
International in 1938 and the
attempt to build mass Trot-
skyist parties, for example. He
tended to think that the
Stalinist bureaucracies in the
Soviet Union and eastern
Europe could reform them-
selves out of existence and
that a mobilization of the

masses to overthrow them was
not necessary.

‘These and other differ-
ences, however, neither pre-
vented him from playing a
valuable role in popularizing
the ideas of Trotskyism nor
from collaborating on many
occasions with the world
Trotskyist movement. While
Deutscher did make a few
mistakes, flirting with pacifism
was hardly one of them.’

Even according to Thor-
stad’s pitifully weak inven-
tory, these ‘few mistakes’ in-
cluded the rejection of the
Fourth International, Trotsky’s
analysis of the  Stalinist
bureaucracy, from which
flowed his call for the political
revolution, and the fight to
build revolutionary parties
based upon the Transitional
Programme of the Fourth
International.

What is left of Trotskyism if
these elements are excluded?

Main enemy

In his attempt to minimize
the treachery of Deutscher’s
30-year struggle against the
Fourth International, Thorstad
builds up pacifism as the main
enemy, against which all other
political crimes shrink to in-
significance :

‘While Deutscher did make
a few mistakes’, he tells us,
‘pacifism was hardly one of
them.’

No, Deutscher’'s ‘mistake’
was not pacifism. It was much
more deadly than that.

Pacifists come out as open
enemies of Marxism and the
class struggle. Marxists have
never experienced any great
theoretical difficulty in coping
with this particular brand of
middle-class reformism.

Delling serves the YSA as a
straw man which can be
knocked over any amount of
times to prove that revision-
ists like Thorstad can repeat
all the set phrases on the
need to fight in a revolution-
ary way against war.

But when Thorstad turns to
the most dangerous, the most
sophisticated and concealed
opponents of revolutionary
Marxism, there is total capitu-
lation.

In his eagerness to snatch
back Deutscher from the paci-
fists, Thorstad is prepared to
excuse his political mentor
anything, even his denial of
the Fourth International.

This is the logic of Pablo-
ism. It began in 1953 by argu-
ing that under the impact of
world war and mass struggle,
the Stalinist parties in the
capitalist world would be
forced to take power.

In the workers’ states, a
series of gradual reforms,
again under mass pressure,
would mitigate and finally,
after possibly even centuries
of reform, remove the para-
sitic grip of the bureaucracy.

In this so-called ‘new real-
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ity’, the task of Trotskyists
was to enter the ranks of the
Stalinist parties, and await
the time when they could
head a left wing moving to-
wards revolution.

This perspective spelt doom
for Trotsky's International.

Instead of developing, de-
spite all the difficulties of the
period, an independent leader-
ship within the working class
based on the programme of
the  Fourth International,
Pablo’s policy called for the
winding up of all independent
parties and their liquidation
into the ranks of Stalinism or
social democracy.

The split from Pablo, in its
early days pioneered by the
SWP, was a life-and-death
question for the Fourth Inter-

national.
Today the SWP leaders
have gone back on every

single aspect of the Trotsky-

ist programme defended in
their Open Letter of 1953.

Now the full extent of that
betrayal becomes clearer as
the US begins to stir tor the
first time in its entire history
against the imperialist policy
of its exploiters.

Only those who have re-
mained loyal to the heritage
and principles of the inter-
national Marxist movement
can now answer the political
questions facing the US work-
ing class as the Vietnam war
enters its second decade and
the economy moves towards
a serious recession.

The American Workers’
League, together with the
Socialist Labour League in
Britain and our comrades in
France, denounced and broke
from the revisionist betrayals
of Hansen and company. The
future of American Trotskye
ism is in their hands.

Full subscription
(Posted dally)
£10 a year

£2 10s. for three
months

" DAILY

NOW

OR

| would like to subscribe to Workers’ Press for

Post to: Circulation Organizer, Workers Press, 186a
Clapham High Street, London, SW4,

Two editions

(For any two days
you select) -

£4 a year

£1 for three months

(Tel: 01-720-2000)




	n64-p1C-dec-27-1969-Workers-Press
	n64-p1BW-dec-27-1969-Workers-Press
	n64-p2-dec-27-1969-Workers-Press
	n64-p2-3-dec-27-1969-Workers-Press
	n64-p3-dec-27-1969-Workers-Press
	n64-p4-dec-27-1969-Workers-Press

