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THE magnificent response
of workers on today’s strike
and demonstration
most damning indictment of
the supine and cowardly
TUC policy and a complete
confirmation of the will and
strength of the working
class to take on this Tory
government, defeat its plans
and force it to resign.

We congratulate every
worker taking part in this
great movement, which

evokes the finest traditions
of the working class in its

is the:

long struggle against
Toryism.

December 8 is only the
beginning, The forces are
coming forward that will
defeat Toryism for good.
Even the reformists at the
head of the Ilabour and
trade union movement dare
not deny this now.

If this tremendous demon-
stration ‘can be achieved
against the wishes of almost
the entire top trade union
leadership, what cannot be
done if the leaders are

Workers ready to
~fight'lory law

By
John
Spencer

forced to lead?

December 8 is the most
telling possible exposure of
the treacherous TUC poli-
cies, covered at every stage
(as our quotations on this
page amply show) by the
‘lefts’ and the Communist
Party.

The workers are ready to
fight, the army of labour is
waiting impatiently for the
order to move. The prime
task now is to force the
trade union leaders to halt
their retreat before the

Tories and call a General
Strike to force them to
resign.

Between now and January
12 there should be mass
demonstrations outside
every union headquarters
and district office. The
demand must be placed
firmly and squarely on the
union chiefs. Every union
leader and every official
must be made to say where
he stands.

January 12 has to be con-
verted from the TUC’s day

of impotent protest into the
beginning of the General

Strike against the anti-

union laws.

@® Force the leaders to
fight!

@ Demand the TUC call a
general strike to force
the Tories to resign!

@ Build the alternative
leadership to reformism
and Stalinism!

@ Return a socialist gov-
ernment in 1971!

WHICH way forward after December 87 How
can the full strength of the ten-million-strong
trade union movement be mobilized to defeat
the Tories and their anti-union law?

What they've said about

‘I can knock on the door
of Robert Carr and get a
more friendly response than |
got from Barbara Castle’.

Victor Feather, July 1970.

‘If 1 may say so, talk of

Is completely
In this atmos-

general strike
irresponsible
phere.’
Victor Feather, October
9, 1970. ;
‘Introduction of penal sanc-
tions Into relations between
employers and workpeople
would be unnecessary, lrrele-
vant and unworkable.’
Victor Feather,
29, 1970.

October

the anti-nion Ia.wbs

‘The $64,000 question Is
how we can best conduct the
fight against the Tory plans.
Resolutions alone are of no
avall.’

Hugh Scanlon, ‘Morning

Star', September 8, 1970.

‘Mr Hugh Scanlon . . . sald

yesterday in Wolverhamplon
that as far as the new trade
unlon legisiation was con-
cerned “The Rublcon has been
crossed” and the BIill would
become law. The conse-
quences would have to be
faced by industry.’ '
‘Sunday Times’, December
6, 1970.

“TUC chiefs go over to attack.’

‘Morning Star’ headline September 4.

“The TUC is now showing signs
job it ought to be doing . .
the right lines.’

. The TUC is on

‘We need a massive cam-
palgn the like of which has
not been seen since the
days of the Chartists, to
prevent the unions being
put in chains.’

Jack Jones,
July.

‘If 1 could face the bul-
lets of General Franco then
| am prepared to go to
prison for the rights of the
workers.’

Jack Jones, October 12.

‘The TUC approach Is
best’.

Jack Jones,
‘Record’ November 1970.

‘Record’,

‘If [working-class] strength is fully used it

can force the government to retreat. This has

been shown throughout the history of the

of doing the

was made.’

‘Morning Star’ editorial, September 9.

‘I you're living in the dreamworld of asking

this conference to go on record for a general

strike then you're imsulting our

Bill Jones, chairman November 14 con-

ference.

‘The [Liaison] .committee welcomes the TUC

intelligence.’

trade union movement . .
call for industrial action on December §

. This is why the

‘Morniﬁg Star’, November 14.

‘You can’t expect the TUC leaders to stand
up yet. Don’t be too critical of the TUC.

Manchester CSEU Stalinist Bernard
. Panter, quoted in Workers Press,
December 2.

decision to organize a campaign against the

Tory plans. But it regrets that the TUC did

not call for immediate action . .

Liaison committee statement, quoted in

‘Morning Star’, October

amphasis.)

entirety.’
20. (Our

“We are not_opposed to TUC policy in its

James Hiles, Liaison Committee chief,

December 5.
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ALASTAIR BURNET: Would
you face a general strike?
EDWARD HEATH: Yes. Ah
. . . I've always made it plain
that we were not going to
have legal control of wages
and prices and I have said
that we are going to carry

through the reform of in-

dustrial relations. . . .
Thames TV, ‘This ‘Week’,
September 24, 1970,

. .1 am sure that Mr
Victor Feather and his trade
union colleagues need mnot
worry. The real need in the
current  situation is to
strengthen the authority of
the democratically appointed
trade union leadership.’

Robert Carr, Tory Minis-
ter of Employment,
September 12, 1970.
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T&GWU .

The workers are
ready to fight, eager to
do battle with Tories,
and confident that vic-

tory can and will be

WOIl.

December 8 proves that the
. only_obstacle_to victory is the

malignant treachery ‘of the
reformist trade union bureau-
‘cfacy and its ‘Stalinist backers.
The Trades Union Congress’
impotent protest policy —
lunch-tjime meetings on Janu-
ary 12, a Congress at the end
of February and a shower of
leafiets in the meantime — is
a blueprint for Tory victory
and the complete subjugation
of workers’ organizations
under the iron Tory heel.

Accept

TUC ‘lefts’ like Scanlon and
and Jones do not intend to
lift a finger either.

These people, with the
enthusiastic and uncritical
support of the Communist
Party have already accepted
that the Bill will become law.
They do not support Decem-
ber 8 and they are fully
behind the TUC’s token
. campaign.

These ‘leaders’ are con-
ceding defeat before the
fight has begun!

At the Liaison Committee
conference on November 14
the demand that the TUC call
a General Strike was rejected
out of hand by the platform.

This was a ‘dreamworld’,
chairman Bill Jones said.

Now without a word of
explanation, these self-
confessed political bankrupts
have switched to calling for
‘nationwide action of general
strike dimensions’.

But  this unexplained policy
switch does nothing to change
the essence of Stalinist policy.

Committee chairman Kevin
Halpin makes it plain that the
question of general strike is
raised simply as an empty
threat.

Defends whom?

The threat of a general
stoppage, he told reporters,
would be sufficient to deter
the Tories and force them
back.

Is this a Committee for
the Defence of the Trade
Unions or a Committee for
the Defence of the TUC?
What is required is not

pressure to force the Tories to
the left, or even to ‘push’ the
TUC into action,

It is a massive campaign
inside the unions on questions
of policy. and programme,
which can overturn the
present situation at the top.

This means a ruthless ex-
posure of all the vacillations
and, above all, a consistent
and merciless fight against
Stalinism.

A powerful rally-point for
the development of this
struggle will be the All
Trades Unions Alliance
conference on December 19.
We urge all workers who

seriously want to fight the
Tory offensive to attend this
conference and to read, cir-
culate and popularize the
draft Charter of Basic Rights
which will be discussed there
as the programme for defeat-
ing the Tory onslaught.

TODAY

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

MEETING

The postmen have
shown the way fo
defeat the anti-union
- laws!

Make the trade union

leaders fight the

Tories! Force the gov-
ernment to resign!

Lecture Hall, Central Halls
WESTMINSTER 5 p.m.

Speakers :

G. HEALY (National Sec-
retary of Socialist Labour
League}

A. THORNETT (Deputy
Senior Steward Morris
Motors, Oxford)

Chairman:

G. CAUGHEY (Chairman
Pilkington’s - Rank and
File Committee)

T. SWEENEY (Chairman
London Councilworkers'
Liaison Committee)

A. WILKINS {ATUA Sec-retary)

~
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Power men
snub govt
provocation

ELECTRICITY - SUPPLY

workers thumbed

their noses at the Tories yesterday with a work
to rule which hit power supplies all over Britain.

Cards were being played
close to the chest in Whitehall

as the government contem- -

plated a 16 per cent output
cut within hours of the official
bans

power-station coming

into operation.

Spokesmen attempted the
difficult feat of stressing firm
determination to resist the
unions’ £5 claim while imply-
ing that Chancellor Anthony
Barber’s weekend troop threats

‘If I may say so, talk of a General Strike in
this atmosphere is completely irresponsible.’
Victor Feather, October 9, 1970.

emergency measures.
Behind the re-opening
of the internment camps
and the reported arrests
of militants, claim Sinn
Fein, is a new compromise
settlement between Lynch
and the Tories, based on
the 1921 treaty which
separated the Six counties

from the South.

The Lynch government's
emergency measures, the
statement claimed, were
‘directed against the repub-

AT R T

£1.200 Dec.
Appeal Fund

stands at
£124 135 bd

WE GIVE our fullest support
to the hundreds of thousands
of trade unionists who are out
on strike, today, against the
anti-union laws.

However, this protest, by
itself, will not be enough  to
defeat the government. The
trade union leaders must be
forced to call a general strike
and defend the trade unions
against the Tories. )

The Workers Press, alone,
has called for this political
action. Support us now in this
fight by stepping up the cam=
paign for the December Appeal
Fund. Post all your donations
to:

Workers Press
Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,

UL BTG TTHH

| way,

Prison camp a
warning to all
trade unionists

SINN FEIN, political wing of the Irish Repub-
lican Army, has issued a statement denouncing
Prime Minister Lynch for collaborating with the
Tory government over the introduction of his

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

lican movement. Since there
has been no major incident
which Mr Lynch could try to
justify imprisonment without
charge or trial, he has now
tried to create a scare situa-
tion’.

Creature

The Lynch regime, like all
its predecessors, is a creature

of British imperialism and
the Tories.
Small wonder that its

repressive  measures against
the republican left are greeted
with such enthusiasm both in

Stormont and the British
Tory press.
Commented the ‘Sunday
Telegraph’:

‘That Mr Lynch should now
feel strong enough politically
to crack down with a firm
hand should be a source of
relief, not alarm.’

Both the Sunday and Daily
‘Telegraphs’ have been out-
spoken advocates of a Tory
‘crack down’ against the trade
unions in this country.

In praising the repressive
policies of the Lynch regime,
they are giving approval to the
same strategy here.

And when the same paper
says that ‘detention camps are
an. unpleasant  short-term
necessity’, it is not referring
only to Ireland.

Stern

The Lynch measures are;
therefore, a stern warning to
every British trade unionist.

The Tory anti-union laws
are only the beginning of the
government’s attack on
workers’ rights.

They mean to go all the
even if it means emer-
gency powers and detention
centres on a scale far bigger
than Ireland, or even Canada.

BEER MUG

BEER MAT collectors —
tegestologists — have chosen
Enoch Powell's as the face
they would most like to see
on beer mats in 1971,

Powerful

rail body
may demand
re-call TUC

DEMANDS that union leaders mobilize
all-out action against the Tory anti-union
plans and for more pay will be voiced
by London railwaymen tonight.

The monthly meeting of the rail union’s
N London district council will be urged to
press for the urgent recall of the Trades
Union Congress to discuss action against the
Industrial Reélations Bill. )

It will also be asked to campaign for the
NUR executive to call a strike
British Railways r
union’s 25 per cent wage claim.

Paddington No 2 branch has tabled a

ign-wiorch would commit. the. gouncil

to demanding the executive press for ‘the
recall of the TUC conference in order to
organize national action before the end of
the. year to prevent the anti-union Bill
becoming law . . .

‘The ultimate aim of any campaign’, the
motion says, ‘to be the complete rejection

if the

Board turns down the

of this Bill, and to force at
all costs the resignation of
this Tory government and its
replacement by a government
pledged to socialist policies of
nationalization and the raising
of the living standards of the
working class.’

Chalk Farm—Camden NUR
is calling for ‘every effort . . .
to get a special Trades Union
Congress by January 1971°.
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By an Industrial correspondent

were not intended to be pro-
vocative.

Barber had just been show-
ing the government was aware
of its responsibilities, it was
said.

Meanwhile in N Ireland,
unions and employers an-
nounced an interim settlement
of the dispute within 12 hours
of the workers’ action starting.

The 3,000 Six Counties
workers called off their work
to rule and overtime ban
pending a settlement in Britain.

Trains, street lighting, fac-
tories, radio transmitters and
sections of several cities were
hit by selective power cuts.

DISCONNECTED

About 10 per cent of cus-
tomers in each of the Central
Electricity Generating Board's
areas were disconnected for
varying periods - from- about
7.30 am.

As leaders of the four
unions involved went to the
Department of Employment
later in the day for talks on
their claim, CEGB officials
were promising to report on
the reasons for the rapidity
with which the bans toock
effect.

It was being claimed that
workers had gone beyond the
bounds of a normal work to
rule.

BELFAST " eight-man union
delegation from Harland and
Wolff's shipyard will fly to
England today to meét the
Norwegian shipping magnate
Fred Olsen who wants to buy
the stricken yard.

COMMON MARKET coun-
tries will not interfere in the
Industrial Relations Bill,
Minister for Europe Mr
Geoffrey Rippon told the
Commons.

Mr Alfred Morris (Lab.

‘Wythenshawe) had said it was

reported that Mr Rippon
would be warmly welcomed in
Brussels.because of the Bill.

Toys — Bingo — Books — Ralffles
Records — Portraits — Xmas Gifts — Candy Floss —
YS Boutique — Bottle Draw — Food Bargains — Lucky
Straws — White Elephant — Instant Photo — Babies’
Clothes — Punch ‘N’ Judy — Home-made Food — Fruit
Machines — Childrens’ Clothes — Alligator's Head — Xmas
Decorations — Father Christmas — All the best jJumble —
Teas & Refreshments — Scarves, Hats & Gloves — Hot
Doas, Hamburgers — Stalls — Sideshows

Saturday December 12
Corn Exchange
Leeds

DOORS OPEN AT 11 a.m.

l

Visit Aladdin

and his

e

— Plants — Can-Can
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and force it to resign.

THE magnificent response
of workers on today’s strike
and demonstration is the
most damning indictment of
the supine and cowardly
TUC policy and a complete
confirmation of the will and
strength of the working
class to take on this Tory
government, defeat its plans

evokes the finest traditions
of the working class in its

long struggle
Toryism.

December 8 is only the
beginning, The forces are
coming forward that will
defeat Toryism for good.
Even the reformists at the
head of the labour and
trade union movement dare
not deny this now.

If this tremendous demon-

against

We congratulate every stration can be achieved
worker taking part in this  against the wishes of almost
great movement, which the entire top trade union

leadership, what cannot be

done if the leaders are

By
John
Spencer

forced to lead?

December 8 is the most
telling possible exposure of
the treacherous TUC poli-
cies, covered at every stage
(as our quotations on this
page amply show) by the
‘lefts’ and the Communist
Party.

The workers are ready to
fight, the army of labour is
waiting impatiently for the
order to move. The prime
task now is to force the
trade union leaders to halt
their retreat before the

Tories and call a General
Strike to force them to
resign.

Between now and January
12 there should be mass
demonstrations outside
every union headquarters
and district office. The
demand must be placed
firmly and squarely on the
union chiefs. Every union
leader and every official
must be made to say where
he stands.

January 12 has to be con-
verted from the TUC’s day

of impotent protest into the
beginning of the General

Strike against the anti-

union laws.

@ Force the leaders to
fight!

@ Demand the TUC call a
general strike to force
the Tories to resign!

@ Build the alternative
leadership to reformism
and Stalinism!

® Return a socialist gov-
ernment in 1971!

WHICH way forward after December 8? How
can the full strength of the ten-million-strong
trade union movement be mobilized to defeat
the Tories and their anti-union law?

What they’'ve said about

.

‘I can knock on the door
of Robert Carr and get a

.more friendly response than |

got from Barbara Castle’.
Victor Feather, July 1970.
‘Iif | may say so, talk of a
general strlke Is completely

Irresponsible In this atmos-
phere.’
Victor Feather, October
9, 1970. .

‘Introduction of penal sanc-
tions Into relations between
employers and workpeople
would be unnecessary, lrrele-
vant and unworkable.’

Victor Feather, October
29, 1970.

the anti-unin |aws

‘The $64,000 question is
how we can best conduct the
fight agalnst the Tory plans.
Resolutions alone are of no
avall.’
Hugh Scanlon, ‘Morning
Star’, September 8, 1970.
‘Mr Hugh Scanion . . . sald
yesterday In Wolverhampton
that as far as the new trade
union legislation was con-
cerned “The Rubicon has been

‘ v@g;f&

‘We need a massive cam-

paign the llke of which has

not been seen since the

days of the Chartists, to

prevent the unions being

put in chains.’
Jack Jones,
July.

‘If 1 could face the bul-
lets of General Franco then
| am prepared to go to
prison for the rights of the

‘Record’,

workers.’
Jack Jones, October 12.

crossed” and the Bl would

become law. The conse-

quences would have to be

faced by Industry.’ '
‘Sunday Times’, December
6, 1970.

best’.
Jack Jones, T&GWU
‘Record’ November 1970.

e ]

‘TUC chiefs go over to attack.’

‘Morning Star’ headline September 4.

“The TUC is now showing signs of doing the
job it ought to be doing . . . The TUC is on

the right lines.’

‘Morning Star’ éditorial, September 9.

‘If [working-class] strength is fully used it
can force the government to retreat. This has
been shown throughout the history of the
trade union movement . . . This is why the
call for industrial action on December 8
was made.’ .

‘Morning Star’, November 14.

‘If you're living in the dreamworld of asking

this conference to go on record for a general
strike then you're insulting our intelligence.’

‘You can’t expect the TUC leaders to stand
up yet. Don’t be too critical of the TUC.’

Bill Jones, chairman November 14 con- Manchester CSEU Stalinist Bernard
ference. . ‘ Panter, quoted in Workers Press,
“The [Liaison]committee welcomes the TUC December 2.
decision to organize a campaign against the N

Tory plans. But it regrets that the TUC did

not call for immediate action . ..’ .
Liaison committee statement, quoted in

October

‘Morning  Star’,

emphasis.)

‘We are not opposed to TUC policy in its
entirety.’ :

James Hiles, Liaison Committee chief,
December 5.

20. (Our

I3

A new ATUA pamphlet 6d

Just (i vecemter s

off the
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ESSENTIAL
READING

FOR ALL

TRADE UNIONISTS

ALASTAIR BURNET: Would
you face a general strike?
EDWARD HEATH: Yes. Ah
. « » I’ve always made it plain
that we were not going to
have legal control of wages
and prices and I have said
that we are going to carry
through the reform of in-
dustrial relations. . . .
Thames TV, ‘This Week’,
September 24, 1970.

THE
NEXT
STEP

.» 1 am sure that Mr
Victor Feather and his trade
union colleagues need not
worry. The real need in the
current  situation is to
strengthen the authority of
the democratically appointed
trade union leadership.’

Robert Carr, Tory Minis-

AVAILABLE FROM

186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

ter of Employment,

September 12, 1970.
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‘The TUC approach Is

E

The workers are
ready to fight, eager to
do battle with Tories,
and confident that vic-
tory can and will be
won.

December 8 proves that the

only_obstaglg. to victory is the .

malignant  treachery the
reformist trade union bureau-
‘cfacy and its ‘Stalinist backers.
The Trades Union Congress’
impotent protest policy —
lunch-time meetings on Janu-
ary 12, a Congress at the end
of February and a shower of
Jeaflets in the meantime — is
a blueprint for Tory victory
and the complete subjugation
of workers’ organizations
under the iron Tory heel.

Accept

TUC ‘lefts’ like Scanlon and
and Jones do not intend to
lift a finger either.

These people, with the
enthusiastic and uncritical
support of the Communist
Party have already accepted
that the Bill will become law.
They do not support Decem-
ber 8 and they are fully
behind the TUC’s token

. campaign.

These ‘leaders’ are con-
cedin%l defeat before the
fight has begun!

At the Liaison Committee
conference on November 14
the demand that the TUC call
a General Strike was rejected
out of hand by the platform.

This was a ‘dreamworld’,
chairman Bill Jones said.

Now without a word of
explanation, these self-
confessed political bankrupts

have switched to calling for |

‘nationwide action of general
strike dimensions’.

But. this unexplained policy
switch does nothing to change
the essence of Stalinist policy.

Committee chairman Kevin
Halpin makes it plain that the
question of general strike is
raised simply as an empty
threat.

Defends whom?

The threat of a general
stoppage, he told reporters,
would be sufficient to deter
the Tories and force them
back.

Is this a Committee for
the Defence of the Trade
Unions or a Committee for
the Defence of the TUC?
What is required is not

pressure to force the Tories to
the left, or even to ‘push’ the
TUC into action,

. It is a massive campaign
inside the unions on questions
of policy and programme,
which can overturn the
present situation at the top.

This means a ruthless ex-
posure of all the vacillations
and, above all, a consistent
and merciless fight against
Stalinism.

A powerful rally-point for
the development of this
struggle will be the All
Trades Unions Alliance
conference on December 19.
We urge all workers who

seriously want to fight the
Tory offensive to attend this
conference and to read, cir-
culate and popularize the
draft Charter of Basic Rights
which will be discussed there
as the programme for defeat-
ing the Tory onslaught.

Workers ready
fight lory law

Y " The ‘daily paper
_ that leads the
fight against the

TODAY

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

MEETING

The postmen have

shown the way to

defeat the anti-union
laws!

Make the trade union

leaders fight the

Tories! Force the gov-
ernment to resign!

Lecture Hall, Central Halls
WESTMINSTER 5 p.m.

Speakers :

G. HEALY (National Sec-
retary of Socialist Labour
League)

A. THORNETT (Deputy
Senior Steward Morris
Motors, Oxford)

Chairman:

G. CAUGHEY (Chairman
Pilkington’s Rank and
File Committee)

T. SWEENEY (Chairman

London Councilworkers’
Liaison Committee)

A. WILKINS (ATUA Sec-retary)

Admission 2s

Tory government

Cards were being played
close to the chest in Whitehall

plated a 16 per cent output
cut within hours of the official
power-station bans coming
into operation.

Spokesmen attempted the
difficult feat of stressing firm
determination to resist the
unions’ £5 claim while imply-
ing that Chancellor Anthony
Barber’s weekend troop threats

as the government contem- -

‘If I may say so, talk of a General Strike in
this atmosphere is completely irresponsible.’
Victor Feather, October 9, 1970.

may

Powerful
rail body

demand

re-call TUC ‘

DEMANDS that union leaders mobilize
all-out action against the Tory anti-union
plans and for more pay will be voiced
by London railwaymen tonight.

The monthly meeting of the rail union’s
N London district council will be urged to
press for the urgent recall of the Trades
Union Congress to discuss action against the
Industrial Relations Bill. )

It will also be asked to campaign for the
NUR executive to call a strike
British Railways Board turns down the
union’s 25 per cent wage claim.

Paddington

ion - wich ,
to demanding the executive press for ‘the
recall of the TUC conference in order to
organize national action before the end of
the year to prevent the anti-union Bill’
becoming law . . .

‘The ultimate aim of any campaign’, the
motion says, ‘to be the complete rejection

if the

No 2 branch has tabled a
‘would commit. the. gouncil

of this Bill, and to force at

Prison

Tory government over
emergency measures.
Behind the re-opening
of the internment camps
and the reported arrests
of militants, claim Sinn
Fein, is a new compromise
settlement between Lynch
and the Tories, based on
the 1921 treaty which
separated the Six counties

from the South.

The Lynch government’s
emergency  measures, the
statement claimed, were
‘directed against the repub-

TR T

£1200 Dec.

Appeal Fund
stands al

£124 13s bd

WE GIVE our fullest support
to the hundreds of thousands
of trade unionists who are out
on strike, today, against the
anti-union laws.

However, this protest, by
itself, will not be enough to
defeat the government. The
trade union leaders must be
forced to call a general strike
and defend the trade unions
against the Tories. )

The Workers Press, alone,
has called for this political
action. Support us now in this
fight by stepping up the cam~-
paign for the December Appeal
Fund. Post all your donations
to:

Workers Press
Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.

LHTTETHTHET TR

camp a

warning to all
trade unionists .

SINN FEIN, political wing of the Irish Repub-
lican Army, has issued a statement denouncing
Prime Minister Lynch for collaborating with the

the introduction of his

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

lican movement. Since there
has been no major incident
which Mr Lynch could try to
justify imprisonment without
charge or trial, he has now
tried to create a scare situa-
tion’.

Creature

The Lynch regime, like all
its predecessors, is a creature
of British imperialism and
the Tories.

Small wonder that its
repressive measures against
the republican left are greeted
with such enthusiasm both in

Stormont and the British
Tory press.
Commented the ‘Sunday
Telegraph’:

‘That Mr Lynch should now
feel strong enough politically
to crack down with a firm
hand should be a source of
relief, not alarm.’

Both the Sunday and Daily
‘Telegraphs’ have been out-
spoken advocates of a Tory
‘crack down’ against the trade
unions in this country.

In praising the repressive
policies of the Lynch regime,
they are giving approval to the
same strategy here.

And when the same paper
says that ‘detention camps are
an  unpleasant  short-term
necessity’, it is not referring
only to Ireland.

Stern

The Lynch measures are,
therefore, a stern warning to
every British trade unionist.

The Tory anti-union laws
are only the beginning of the
government’s attack on
workers’ rights.

They mean to go all the
way, even if it means emer-
gency powers and detention
centres on a scale far bigger

than Ireland, or even Canada.

BEER MUG

BEER MAT collectors —
tegestologists — have chosen
Enoch Powell’'s as the face
they would most like to see
on beer mats in 1971.

all costs the resignation of
this Tory government and its
replacement by a government
pledged to socialist policies of
nationalization and the raising
of the living standards of the
working class.’

Chalk Farm—Camden NUR
is calling for ‘every effort . . .
to get a special Trades Union
Congress by January 1971°.
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Power men
snub govt
provocation

ELECTRICITY - SUPPLY workers
their noses at the Tories yesterday with a work
to rule which hit power supplies all over Britain.

thumbed

By an Industrial correspondent

were not intended to be pro-
vocative.

Barber had just been show-
ing the government was aware
of its responsibilities, it was
said.

Meanwhile in N Ireland,
unions and employers an-
nounced an interim settlement
of the dispute within 12 hours
of the workers’ action starting.

The 3,000 Six Counties
workers called off their work
to rule and overtime ban
pending a settlement in Britain,

Trains, street lighting, fac-
tories, radio transmitters and
sections of several cities were
hit by selective power cuts.

DISCONNECTED

About 10 per cent of cus-
tomers in each of the Central
Electricity " Generating Board’s
areas were disconnected for
varying periods from about
7.30 am.

As leaders of the four
unions involved went to the
Department of Employment
later in the day for talks on
their claim, CEGB officials
were promising to report on
the reasons for the rapidity
with which the bans took
effect.

It was being ‘claimed that
workers had gone beyond the
bolunds of a normal work to
rule.

¥

BELFAST ™ eight-man union ~
delegation from Harland and
Wolff's shipyard will fly to
England today to meét the
Norwegian shipping magnate
Fred Olsen who wants to buy
the stricken yard.

COMMON MARKET coun-
tries will not interfere in the
Industrial Relations Bill,
Minister for Europe Mr
Geoffrey Rippon told the
Commons.

Mr Alfred Morris (Lab.

"Wythenshawe) had said it was

reported that Mr Rippon
would be warmly welcomed in
Brusselsvbecause of the Bill.

| Saturday December 12
Corn Exchange
Leeds

DOORS OPEN AT 11 a.m.

Visit Aladdin
and his
Magic Lamp ¥

Toys — Bingo — Books — Raffles — Plants — Can-Can
Records — Portraits — Xmas Gifts — Candy Floss —
YS Boutique — Bottle Draw — Food Bargains — Lucky
Straws — White Elephant — Instant Photo — Bables’
Clothes — Punch ‘N’ Judy — Home-made Food — Fruit
Machines — Childrens’ Clothes — Alligator’s Head — Xmas
Decorations — Father Christmas — All the best jumble —
Teas & Refreshments — Scarves, Hats & Gloves — Hot
Dogs, Hamburgers — Stalls — Sideshows

¥
v
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Edward Heath

Part two

i

Pictures below trom George Hhtchinson's biography

by
lan
Yeats

PRIME MINISTER
Edward Heath’s back-
ground is entirely one of
petty bourgeois. self-help.
It is no surprise that this
is the philsophy under-
lying his concept of
government.

His father was a carpenter
who lived in staid, respect-
able Broadstairs when Ted
was born in 1916.

Ten years later he had be-
come a manager at the local
builders where he worked
and in 1930 when the owner
died he bought the business
and set up for himself.

Of the family Hutchinson
says: ‘They never thought of
themselves as poor and by the
standards of the time they
were not’. In fact in 1926
Heath senior was earning
about double the average wage
paid to workers.

Heath senior’s fortunes were
rising at a time when hundreds
of thousands of other men’s
were plummeting.

1926 was the year of the
General Strike; in the next four
years unemployment was to
rise to two and a half million:
the lives of most men were far
from ‘ordinary’.

Yet Hutchinson describes
Heath and his family leading
‘ordinary’ lives with Ted going
for leisurely swims and bicycle
rides.

At least one of Hutchinson’s
comments rings true where he
says: ‘Up and down the coun-
try innumerable boys of a
similar background were doing
much the same things’. So
much for the sufferings of the
middle class.

In keeping with this back-
ground, in 1926 at the age of
ten he won a scholarship to a
leading local Grammar School
—Chatham House, Ramsgate.

Heath’s mother had been a
lady’s maid and also a strong
churchwoman. This almost
certainly explains why Heath’s
interests outside school largely
involved singing in the school
choir and learning to play the
organ.

But he took an early interest
in politics, never doubting
from the start that these began
and ended. with the Tory
Party. When, in 1933, the

Profile

investigation

famous ‘King-and-Country’
vote was given at Oxford,
Heath' led the opposition in a
similar debate at Chatham
House and reversed the vote.

In 1935 he went on to
Balliol College, Oxford to read
PPE.

Characteristically he had to
scrape the money together.
Some came from his parents
and some from Kent Education
Committee. A quarter of a
century later ‘The Times’ was
to say of him: ‘Mr Heath was
a self-made man, but he started
early’.

At Oxford Heath’s Toryism
took root. He was active in the
University Conservative Asso-
ciation and in the debates
society.

Notable achievements in
debates included opposing a
motion advocating equality of
education — he argued this
would mean communism—and
opposing another motion which
was to the effect that the
British fascists had forfeited
the right to free speech.

In a  typically petty-
bourgeois way he argued for

The baby

the excellence and retention of
public schools—many of which
were notoriously bad and, in
any case, to which he had
never been sent.

Like any good Tory and
patriot Heath volunteered for
the Army in the Autumn of
1939 at the outbreak of war.

Drive, incisiveness, devotion
to duty and attention to detail
resulted in 1945 in his reach-
ing the rank of Lt Col com-
manding the Second Regiment
of the Honourable Artillery
Company. He was awarded the
MBE and was mentioned in
despatches.

In 1946 Heath got a job in
the Civil Service in the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation. He used
the time to build up contacts
in the Tory Party. Within two
years he had been adopted as
the candidate for Bexley in
Kent.

Bexley could not have been
more appropriate to Heath’s
‘ordinary’  self-help  back-
ground. It was largely a
dormitory area of white-collar
workers and artisans many of
them owning semi-detached
houses of their own.

For the next 20 months he
was a journalist on the ‘Church
Times’. Then, for about a year,
he worked with Brown, Shipley
and Co, the London merchant
bankers.

Heath and his close sup-
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porters are middle-class busi-
ness and professional people.

Of his wide contacts in in-
dustry Hutchinson says: ‘They
are nearly always what might
be called the better end of
management—really intelligent,
hard-working, modern-minded
people who feel that in Heath
they have someone who under-
stands the problems of large-
scale industry in the modern
world’.

As ‘The Times’ pointed out
in 1969, Heath represents the
businessman’s  take-over of
Whitehall.

For Heath it began on Feb-
rurary 25, 1950, when, at the
age of 34, he was elected to
the House of Commons as the
member for Bexley with a
majority of 133 over a Labour
opponent.

Twenty years later there is
no justification for surprise at
the content of Heath’s Toryism
as it unfolds week by week.

While his ideas have been
modified by circumstances, the
underlying philsophy has 'not
changed since he first stepped

onto the national political
stage.
As early as 1937, in a

debate at Oxford, he displayed
uncompromising opposition “to
Labour plans to extend social
services. The cost was too

high he said. He is still saying

SO.
But now he is in a position
to do something about it.
Momentarily his voice was
drowned by the 1950s boom.

A year later Heath emerged
as a pro-Churchill Tory with
no sympathy for the wish-
wash liberalism of Chamber-
lain and his followers. Britain
first and Britain strong was
from the beginning built firmly
into Heath’s policies.

After the war, in 1947, when
he went before the selection
panel at Bexley, he won the
nomination on the basig of his
speech filled with condemna-
tion of the Labour govern-
ment.

It was a government of
crisis, bedevilled by the dogma
of nationalization, a govern-
ment under which controls
multiplied like rabbits and
which imposed a strait-jacket
on industry.

Heath claimed the Tories
believed in a property-owning
democracy with a minimum
(not a maximum) standard of
life for everyone. They wanted

better industrial  relations,
more incentives to increase
production and development of
the Empire.

All this rings very familiar
even though it was said 23
years ago.

In 1950 these policies were
a reaction to the years of
austerity under Labour. They
were -a prelude to the 1950s
boom. There were to be incen-

tives for hard work, not' just
work, taxes were to Dbe
reduced, government spending
cut and waste at all levels was
to be ruthlessly eliminated.

Growth, full employment
and welfare were the magic
words.

By 1963 with the post-war
boom over and the capitalist
crisis developing rapidly such
policies needed to be applied
far more vigorously. Un-
fortunately the electorate were
tired of the Tories and they
were soon to give Labour a
chance to show what they
could do.

It was necessary to go

through six years during which
Labour was forced closer and
closer to Heath’s own policies
before Heath could assume his
true role.

The gunner

In 1963 Heath had become
Secretary for Industry, Trade
and Regional Development. By
November of that year he was
emphasizing that ‘firms that
did nothing about productivity
must be pricked into activity’.
He stressed equally that public
expenditure could only come
from increased production.

Heath’s determination to
abolish Resale Price Main-
tenance ‘in 1964 was designed,
he said, to stimulate com-
petition. In fact it paved the

The

party
goer

way for the giant retail mono-
polies to drive out the small
men.

On February ' 11, 1964,
Heath told overseas bankers at
the Guildhall: ‘We are not
afraid of (monopoly) size’ and
as a reassurance he added that
profits would be there for
those with enterprise and
effort.

On December 31, 1965,
Heath, now in Opposition,
spelt out his policy:

‘We intend to encourage the
men and women blessed with
particular skills, with imagina-

tion, with inventiveness and
with administrative ability. By
helping themselves to go ahead
they will be helping all of us.
By maintaining the economic
foundations on which every-
thing depends they will be
helping the whole country.’

In 1965 Heath restated his
policy list. At the top now
were incentives for work fol-
lowed by the need for more
competition in industry and
commerce and reforms of man-
agement, the need to eliminate
restrictive practices and ‘re-
define’ the role of the trade
unions, the need to make social
and community services more
‘efficient’, and last, the need to
join the Common Market.

The EEC was now seen as a
threat to British industry if
the country remained outside
and a saviour if entry was
granted. Only through access
to wider markets could the
growth of the monopolies be
assured.

1965 was a year when an
Industrial Relations Bill was
mentioned in detail for the first
time. In it there were to be
s provisions for enforcable agree-
ments, a register of trade
unions and employers’ associa-
tions and industrial courts.

Another first for Heath was
his expressed -intention to im-
pose firm controls to limit
immigration.

By 1966 Heath was talking
of an economic crisis so severe
that it was the greatest any
nation could face short of war
itself. During the election cam-
paign he said:

‘Unless we take action to
avert it we are faced with the
threat of national bankruptcy’.

That year he had a chance
to show what his attitude to
strikes would - be. During the
seamen’s strike he pressed
Wilson to demand a secret
ballot by the union so that
those who wanted to go back
to work could do so.

New blood

And later in the year he
criticized Wilson for not taking
a tough enough line with the
railwaymen.

A year later after the 1966
defeat the Selsdon Tories met
to decide the policies which
were to form the basis of the
1970 election campaign for
which Heath was already
preparing.

There was to be greater pro-
vision of community services
by private enterprise, volun-
tary effort and the price
mechanism.  Correspondingly
state operations were to be
reduced.

New blood was to be
pumped into the private
housing sector at the expense
of state projects, private pen-
sion schemes were to be en-
couraged, industrial research
was to be concentrated in the
private sector.

Another chance to expose
his attitude to the unions came
in 1968 at the time of the
Back Britain Campajgn. Heath
said:

‘It is difficult to think of
anything . more discouraging
than that those trade unionists
who were prepared to do an
extra half hour without pay to
back Britain should have been
condemned by their colleagues
and be punished by them.’

With the economic crisis
forcing Labour to take back
many of their promises to the
electorate, on January 15, 1968
Heath gave the nation a
‘tighten-their-belts’ warning.
He set the objective of a high
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wage, low-cost, high-produc-
tivity economy, but he said
that increased output should go
into the balance of payments
and into investment for in-
creasing capacity. He said:

‘There will be little left over
for consumer or for govern-
ment spending.’

By 1970 overproduction
reflected in a mounting infla-
tion was the dominant issue
in politics. But Heath made it
clear that he had no intention
of harming his big-business
backers by tackling prices. In
July he said:

‘This is already governed by
questions of competition.’

Productivi ty

In other words prices were
to find their own levels. This
was the only way business
could survive. There could be
no attacks on prices and
through them on profits.

This could only further harm
capitalists by robbing them of
incentives. But something had
to be done. Heath and his
party decided, irrevocably, to

get at prices through wages. In
future there were to be no
more -inflationary wage in-
creases. Productivity would,
in theory, be the sole criterion.

On inflation Heath said:

‘This problem is more
serious for Britain than for
most other countries because
of our poor growth in produc-
tivity, our inadequate reserves
and substantial overseas debts
and the chaotic state of indus-
trial relations.

‘Great firms with househgd
names see their profits
squeezed by taxation and their
production continually dis-
rupted by industrial disputes;
their wage bills soaring in the
struggle to keep up with wage
inflation.’

Heath came up with policies
expressly designed to relieve
the burden of taxation on the
big companies; policies which

meant ' attacking ‘the "welfare’

state and through it the living
standards of the working
class; policies which meant
attacking the nationalized in-
dustries to ensure that only

the most profitable sections
survived.

He also came up with poli-
cies to deal with wage infla-
tion. Wages were claimed to
be industry’s single biggest
cost and in addition the ‘rash
of mainly wunofficial strikes’
were proving an unsupportable
burden.

Destruction

Even before the election the
importance of a bill to save
the capitalist class from econo-
mic ruin by destroying the
power of the wunions had
emerged as the most vital
plank of Tory policy. \

Heath accused Labour of-

‘abdicating their responsibili-
ties in failing to deal with
industrial relations’ and he
warned:

‘We are not prepared to
delay our proposals’ (for an
Industrial Relations Bill).

Most significantly and speak-
ing clearly for the ruli,ngrclass
he represents,” he ‘said,
government stood by and did
nothing it would lead to econo-
mic and political destruction’.
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A conflict

AMONG the current film fare offered in the West
 End, titles such as ‘Swinging Swoppers’, ‘The Wife

L]

Swappers’, ‘Mondo Sex’, to name but three, together

with the second-time arounders, many of them good
films, but filling merely the gaps left by
the fall in film production as recession
,bites, Joseph Losey’s ‘Figures in a
Landscape’ stands out with all the
authority and dignity of a genuine

creative artist.

His work has always borne that stamp, and whether you

like it or not, and often I find it ponderous and irritatingly
incomplete, you are always aware of a worrying or disturbing
quality that serious art has, aware of a mind that is restless

and inquiring.

The very way he uses a camera compels you to look afresh,
to go beyond merely the surface visual impression and
experience the complexities and interrelationships of things.

In ‘Figures in a Landscape’ he has found a form and image
that compresses all his earlier obsessions into one central

allegory of struggle. . ..

e title itself has a directness and simpliciiy, a bareness
that announces the hypothesis that men conflict with each: other -

and the natural world in order
to survive,

We know almost nothing
about the two men, whose
hands are tied behind their
backs, running through a
parched and bleached land-
scape.

They are clearly on the run,
but from whom and where, we
do not-know. The young man
is exhausted and it is only
from the brutal insistence of
the older man that he carries
on.
From the way he harangues
the boy we learn of a man who
is physical, sensual, who
understands the natural world
with the instinctive cunning of
an animal.

He leads the way, directs
the route.

He knows there is fresh
water about because he ‘can
smell it’. He seems attuned to
escape and survival, practised,
professional. In contrast the
boy is merely a useless weight
around his neck.

Yet they need each other,
are indispensable to each other,
these two opposites held in
unity by the simple fact ‘that
both are: bound and need the
other to cut through the
bonds. What they both need is

a knife for their release.

They come upon a herd of
goats and an old peasant who
is their keeper.

‘I need you for this,’ says
the older man, but the young
man refuses, horror struck.
Alone the older man murders
the herdsman, but in vain.

He has nothing on him, no
knife or cutting instrument
that they need so badly. It is
a senseless brutal act, com-
mitted without thought, and
the young man accuses the
older for his stupidity and
thoughtlessness.

It is the first time that the
young man has asserted him-
self in any way, asserted him-
self as a thinker.

Thé herdsman, who had

‘nothing, is now a corpse that

signposts their passing. The
older man needed the younger
man in a way different from
what he first supposed. The
ropes round their wrists feel
even tighter. They try to
cut them on the rocks but
without success.

Swooping from the sky,
directly over their heads,
comes a helicopter. It turns
and swoops down at them,
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like some huge machine hawk.
The two pilots are faceless
shapes in helmets and flying
suits.

It plays with them almost,
diving at them, twisting, turn-
ing: They try to run away but
it pursues them like a giant
horse fly with blood on its
mind.

The older man shouts abuse
at it, trying to challenge it.

When it finally leaves them
alone and hovers watchfully in
the air a hundred yards ahead,
the older man shouts ‘If I
hadn’t been tied, I could have
pulled it down out of the air’.

He is outraged at the viola-
tion.

For him it becomes a per-
sonal vendetta; to get the
pilot.

The younger man says: ‘We
would do better to wait till
darkness and then travel
quickly. Find a village and a
knife’.

At night the helicopter
wheels away and the two men
find a village. There they enter
a house where a corpse is laid
out for a funeral. Tﬁey find a
razor and free fhemselves of
their ropes.

Then they help themselves
to clothes, tinned food and a
gun with ammunition. It is at
this point they notice the
griefstricken widow of the
deceased in a trance that

blocks out their presence and
their intrusion.

It 'is only when the older
man takes bread from the
corpse that she is aware of
them and lets out a piercing
cry.

Again they have to escape
and again the young man
accuses the older of stupidity.

But the older man has other
things on his mind. He is
determined to go it alone, to
take the gun and share the
food and make it to the moun-
tains. The young man wants to
come with him but the older
refuses. He sets off.

Yet when he is faced with
a can of food, he doesn’t know
how to open it and only the

young man has the tin opener
and the knowledge to use it.
The young man bargains tech-
nique for protection. They
leave together.

This relationship of oppo-
sites is the key and centre of
the film. They are polarized as

- youth and age, as new and old,

as force and weakness, as
stupidity and intelligence, as
ignorance and knowledge, yet
they are inseparable.

That inter-relationship is the
key to their survival, their
interdependence their weapon
against the enemy who hunts
them throughout the film in
the infernal machine and later
with the massed troops of an
army.

‘¥ igures in a Landscape’

directed by JOSEPH LOSEY

showing at the Carlton
in London

" have made

The relationship between
the two men changes, devel-
ops, now one dominates, then
the other, but it is in their
struggle to survive that the
differences and the unity are
revealed.

Driven by the enemy they
make for the mountain tops,
to the snow, where, according
to the older man, they ‘will be
all right’.

The route involves them in
a battle in a plantation with
the enemy trying to flush them
out with fire.

(This episode is a filmic tour
de force, which highlights the
blind, wordless, bloody con-
fusion of war, of refugees, of
senseless devastations, of loss
and cruelty.) . .

Yet where are they making

for? The older man confesses -
that he doesn’t know, that he’s

never been there before, but

has a blind faith that it will.

be all right when they get
there.

And once high up, there is
a feeling of safety, as if they
it. The snow is
pure, untouched by man, virgin
territory.

The young man runs in it,
makes snowballs, washes his
face.

They are tired and scared,
but they have arrived. Below
the enemy is still after them,
but the frontier is a few yards
ahead.

It is here that a despair
creeps into the film, a despair
that has been totally absent
from the characters’ material
struggle. Already the unknown
is tainted by the known. At

.

the frontier the sinister figures
of another army stand.

The young man approaches
them. They say nothing.- He
has a gun in his hand. The
soldiers point their weapons at
him. He throws down his gun
and advances.

The soldiers relax. Part of
the bargain of entry is to go
disarmed.

Yet the older man cannot
give up his obsession. He
must have his revenge. He
must destroy the helicopter.

Alone he battles it out with
it . . . and is hacked to pieces
by its bullets.

The film ends on a long
slow aerial shot over the
miniature. figures in the snow.
There is no indication at’ all °
of what is on the other side
of the mountain.

It’'s wunclear what Losey

" means by this. Does he mean

that there is no real victory

" over the machine, that it will

always win?

Or that past revenges have
no longer a present signifi-
cance?

Or that all struggle is
doomed, yet we have to
struggle?

I don’t think Losey is cer-
tain. What I do think is that
he has tried to impose an
idealist resolution to a very
materialist film, which can
have no resolution, for struggle
is a continuous process.

The uncertainty that _he
raises and retreats from is
fought out on the other side
of the mountain in a higher
form.

B T T

_went on,

HUEY NEWTON, Black Panther Party ‘Minister of
Defence’, speaking at New York City Community
College to 4,000 youth on November 19, surprised his
audience by devoting the whole of his two hours
to the need for dialectical materialism as the basis
for the revolutionary movement.

‘I'm not going to give you what
you want, but what is good for
you,” he began. He called upon
his supporters to reject ‘nation-
alism and empty rhetoric,” and
‘. . . the real issue is
consciousness’.

Newton insisted throughout on
the vital importance of learning
the Marxist method.

‘Our strategy is armed strug-
gle,’ he said; and added that this
did not mean ‘go and get your
guns’, but meant to grasp revo-
lutionary theory as the basis of
the struggle.

Manifestation

This turn to basic theoretical
questions by Newton is of very
great historical significance, not
in the sense of Newton as an
individual, or the formal cor-
rectness or incorrectness of his
particular statements, but as a
manifestation of the way in

which the depth of the imperi- -

alist crisis disrupts old forms of
consciousness and provides the
conditions for a turn to the most
basic philosophical problems,
thus enabling the youth and the
proletariat rapidly to make the
decisive advances required to
prepare the conquest of power.

Huey Newton speaking
at the New York City
Community Centre.

Newton’s development indi-
cates the speed at which experi-
ence of the class struggle in the
advanced capitalist countries
today opens up this possibility.

Overthrow

Black nationalism appeared to
every revisionist and reformist to
have replaced the conscious
struggle to build the Marxist
Party. But as Newton points out:
‘What seems to be is not so’.

‘In 1966, he said, ‘the Black
Panther Party called itself nation-
alistt. We wanted to found a
nation, we wanted to run away
and we found the enemy
wouldn’t let us run away. We
must run towards him . .. over-
throw him and have a different
society.

‘Then we said we were
nationalists and international
socialists. . . . The Black Panther

Party has moved beyond inter-
nationalism. We have developed
a higher form of Marxism-Lenin-
ism . . . Marxism-Leninism-
Pantherism.’

Despite the confusion of the
last phrase, nothing will be able
to stop the great impetus which
Newton’s stress on dialectics and
philosophy will give to the
development of an interest in
theory among the Negro and the
white youth.

Newton directed their atten-
tion away from idealist dema-
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gogy and towards materialist

analysis:

‘Reality is independent of us
.. . Once we realize this we will
move to understand and mani-
pulate that world. Our attitudes
have no effect on the world, We
must know the objective facts
and seize power.

‘What is power? . . . Power is
the ability and knowledge to
define the external world and
harness the force and make it
act the way we want. . . .

‘With understanding you can
break anything. . We must
have a correct method to under-
stand the past, the present, and
be able to see the future.’

If this outlook is carried
through consistently, then there
can be no surer death for the
bourgeois nationalists and the
various reformists and revision-
ists who support them.

Material roots

Racialism must be fought,
according to Newton, not as ‘the
absolute problem’, but by start-
ing with the understanding that
racialism exists to justify exploi-
tation. ‘It must have ‘material
roots’.

Turning clean away from the
nationalist emphasis on ‘black
cultural history’ and the ‘black
studies programmes’, Newton
went on to insist on the vital
importance of the historical les-

e S e

sons of the proletarian revolu-
tion, again from the point of
view of the dialectical materialist
method:

‘The Black Panther Party
observes that in 1917 in the
Soviet Union something hap-

pened. Society was transformed
because Lenin applied practice
and theory. We must arrange the
facts and come up with a theory.
We must test this theory in
reality and see if it works.’

Here is the beginning of a
truly revolutionary process.

Marxist pedants of the revi-
sionist Socialist Workers’ Party.
variety will no doubt point out
the many formal errors in New-
ton’s speech.

Basic theory

But the important point is that
after such an intense experience
of struggle Newton should raise
questions of basic theory and the
dialectical method at this level.

It undoubtedly has inter-
national significance in indi-
cating the great opportunity of
building the revolutionary party
and the revolutionary youth
movement.

It is also entirely character-
istic ‘that, precisely at this point,
the revisionist SWP, after hang-
ing on to the coat-tails of bour-
geois black nationalism for so
long, should now come out

Panthers grasp for dialectics

openly against the Black Pan-
thers.

As justification for this they
offer a formal repetition of the
general case of Marxism against
methods of individual acts of
terror, together with a con-
demnation of the Panthers’ turn
away from nationalism to
socialism.

»

Writing on behalf of the SWP,
Derrick Morrison says:

‘But since the end of 1968,
the Panthers have, to a large
degree, withdrawn from the mass
struggle for black control.

‘And as a consequence, their
defence efforts have lacked the
necessary broad-scale organiza-
tion and education.” (‘The Milit-
ant’, November 27.)

Capitulating

As the statement of the Poli-
tical Committee of the Work-
ers’ League points out correctly,
the SWP is criticizing the Pan-
thers on their strongest points,
and itself capitulating to the
pressure of the ruling class.

What the SWP is objecting to
is that the Panthers have begun
to break with bourgeois-liberal
politics towards the working
class. In swinging against them,
the SWP now goes farther to the
right than ever before.

The Workers’ League is abso-
lutely right to point out that this
betrayal of Marxism results. from
the SWP’s abandonment long
ago of the dialectical method.

What a remarkable confirma-
tion of the dialectic that as this
rejection of dialectical material-
ism delivers them into the arms
of the right, so the revolutionary
youth make a conscious bid to
grasp dialectical materialism for
themselves!
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a good and basic docu-

COMMENT on the All Trades Unions Alliance’s draft Charter of

PAGE FOUR - WORKERS PRESS Tuesday, December 8, 1_?19
. s  Charter of Basic Rights | Burgos 16 case halted
UNIONS ALLIANCE ‘ ,
MEETINGS I THINK the Charter is ) ' Torture :

Discuss the proposed draft of
the Charter of Basic Rights

CARDIFF: Tuesday, December 8,
8 p.m. Cardiff Boilermakers’ Club,
Clarence Rd, Cardiff docks.

SHEFFIELD: Tuesday, December 8,
. 7.30 p.m. Ancient Order of_ For-
esters’ Hall, 34 Trippett Lane,
Sheffield 1. Speaker: Paul Littlehales
‘Where next after December 82°.

SUNDERLAND: Thursday, Decem-
ber 10, 7.30 p.m. Hendon Com-
munity Centre.

LIVERPOOL: Thursday, December
10, 7.30 p.m. Royal Institution,
Colquit Street. ‘After December 8.
The fight to bring down the
Tories'.

GLASGOW: Sunday, December 13,
{igo p.m. Kingston Hall, Paisley

DAGENHAM: Monday, December
14, 8 J:.m. Marsh Green School,
New Rd.

ACTON: Monday, December 14, 8
p.m. Co-op Hall, Acton High St. .
WEST LONDON: Monday, Decem-

ber 14, 8 %Vm. Prince Albert pub,
Balfe §t. NWwI1.

SOUTHALL: Tuesday, December 15,
% J».m. Community Centre, Bridge

SW LONDON: Tuesday, December
15, 8 p.m. Prince’s Head, Falcon
Rd, Clapham Junc.

SE LONDON: Thursday, December
17, 8 p.m. Artichoke pub, Church
St, Camberwell Green.

ORDER YOUR
POSTERS
TODAY !

DEFEAT THE
~ TORY ANTI-.
UNION LAWS!

2s per poster
30s for 20
£3 5s for 50

Send your orders to:
Socialist Labour League
186a Clapham High Street
London, SW4,

ment. Most points are cov-
ered and it will identify to
women in my factory all
the rights that the Tories
are now trying to take from
them.

If this government is
successful, we will be
pushed back centuries, we
will be like serfs again
owned by the Lord of the
Manor. It would be
disastrous if we allowed the
enemy of the workers, the
Tories, to do this.

Already they are dis-
cussing the Charter in
Kembrey St and I will be
bringing it up in my AEU
branch.

1 think the December 8
strike can only be seen as
a beginning to a big fight
to force this government to
resign. I can’t see any way
forward beyond this per-
spective.

When you talk to women
workers about the situation
they often say ‘Oh that’s
political’, but now we have
to get across to them that
every issue is political be-
cause this government is
making them political.

The union leaders so far

yesterday.

Canners’ claim

PERTH’S three Metropolitan
meat works start up today
after the end of a six-week
wages strike. Meat workers’
President Max Burns said the
Australian Industrial Com-
mission would immediately
‘process’ the 1,400 workers’
claim. = ) '

PUBLIC LECTURES

Elements of
- Marxism

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Lectures By C. Slaughter (Central Committee
member of the Socialist Labour League)

SWINDON: Eastcott Hotel, Manchester Rd, 8 p.m. Wednesdays.

December 9 and 16. .

NEWCASTLE: Hotspur Hotel,

December 13 and 20.

Haymarket, 7.30 p.m. Sundays.

BRISTOL: Building and Design Centre, Colston Ave., Bristol 1.
8 p.m. Thursdays. December 10 and 17.

Lectures by G. Healy (national secretary of the
Socialist Labour League)

SOUTHAMPTON : Polygon Hotel, the Polygon, 7.30 p.m.

Sundays. December 13 and 20.

BEXLEYHEATH: Roberts Hall, Christchurch, Broadway, 8 p.m.
Tuesdays. December 15 and 22.

ACTON: Oddfellows Hall, Fletcher Rd, W3. 8 p.m. Thursdays.

December 10 and 17.

Lectures by M. Banda (Editor of Workers Press)
BIRMINGHAM: Digbeth Hall, 8 p.m. Mondays. December

14 and 21.

Lectures by P.

BALHAM: Co-op Hall, 47-51
Monday, December 14.

O’Regan (SLL)
Balham High St, SW12. 8 p.m.
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LATE NEWS

BRANDT: NEXT STOP
PRAGUE?
W German Chancellor Willy
Brandt yesterday signed the
treaty placing his govern-

ment’s relations with Poland -

on a more normal footing.
Yugoslav news agency Tan-
yung says the E German
Ulbricht regime fears that
‘Bonn’s “Eastern train” will
soon start towards Prague
[Czechoslovakia], with a simi-
Jar mission to those it recently
had in Moscow and Warsaw’'.

GUERRILLA VICTORY

Two communist-led guer-
rilla battalions yesterday over-
ran the strategic Laotian
government outpost at Muqng
Mok, close to the frontier
with N Vietnam.

Announcing the loss, Gen
Thong Phanh of the Royal
Laotian Army described the
military situation as ‘quite
serious’ with the initiative still
in guerrilla hands.

BEA PROFITS DROP

British European Airways
made a net profit of
£13,300,000 in the seven
months to October 31, accord-
ing to provisional figures
released yesterday.

This is £3,400,000 down on
the same part of last year—
and means that net profit for
the year to March 31 will be

about £3,500,000 compared
with last year’s £6,500,000
after taking into ‘“account

winter losses.

ATOM PAY RISE

Average pay increases of 11
per cent were accepted for
13,000 atomic energy manual
workers by their unions yes-
terday. :

Craftsmen’s average rate
goes up from £21 18s 9d to
£24 5s 6d and non-craftsmen’s
from £17 12s to £19 9s 9d.

Registered as a newspaper at the
Post Office. Published by Workers
Press, 186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W.4, ’
Printed by Plough Press Ltd. (TU),
180b Clapham lS{i"gvh[;Street, London,

Jordanian army units
launched an attack on
commando positions in
Ajloun and Jerash in
the North, while shoot-
ing, which began on
Saturday, continued in

Amman.

Fighting in the North began
when troops shelled the
refugee camps at Gaza and
Souf, while armoured units
advanced on Thaghret al-Usfur
and Jerash.

‘Our forces held their fire
and did not reply until two
hours after the attack started,
and then they had to fire
back,” said a commando
spokesman.

‘Fierce clashes’ were con-
tinuing in all these areas, in-
cluding the guerrilla strong-
hold Irbid, near the Syrian
frontier, he added.

Jordan’s King Hussein is in
Washington petitioning Nixon
for more US aid to prop up
his Royalist dictatorship.

The anti-guerrilla campaign
could not have been better
timed to .convince his im-
perialist paymasters of his
loyalty.

TALKS

Zionist Defence Minister

| Dayan is to fly to Washington

on Friday.

His Cabinet has agreed to
press ahead with the ‘Jarring
talks’, interrupted by the
‘hijack’ crisis, the Jordanian
civil war and internal divisions
within the Israeli and Arab
camps.

With the new pro-Egyptian
regime in Syria also coming
round to the US ‘peace pro-
posals’, there is a great danger
that the guerrillas will not be
able to rely on military aid
from the North as they have
in the past.

Hussein’s world tour may

.| well be the prelude to a new

offensive against the Pales-
tinian liberation movement.

British labour must be
alerted to this threat and pre-
pared for immediate solidarity
action.

Hussein trip
ns danger
guerrillas

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE HEAVIEST fighting since the September civil war broke out
between Royalist forces and guerrillas in several parts of Jordan
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W Bengal
jute strike
‘total’

MORE THAN 200,000
workers in “the W Bengal
(India) jute industry began a
strike yesterday in support of
higher bonuses -and other
benefits.

Called by the five major
unions in the jute industry,
the strike was described yes-
terday by officials as total.

The stoppage, which has
paralysed one of India’s
biggest foreign currency-
earning industries, followed
the breakdown of pay talks
last week.

Earning £10
less, Lucas
men claim

ENGINEERS in the N London
factory of Simms Motor Units
claim that the Lucas combine
is deliberately ‘freezing’ them
out of their jobs by imposing
big pay cuts. :

Simms was taken over by
the motor accessories giant
in a £13 million deal 18
months ago. Since then fuel
injector production has been
moved to other plants in the
group. Workers have been
transferred to departments in
the factory where they earn
up to £10 a week less.

‘Lucas is running down the
factory gradually and forcing
men to leave without paying
them any redundancy money’,
Maurice Fuller, senior night-
shift steward, told the Workers
Press yesterday.

@ Mr Fuller was leading a
deputation  of  night-shift
workers to see officials at the
Department of Employment in
London yesterday (below).

!

What they’ve said

® FROM PAGE ONE

‘in the longer term, our
proposals for a new legal
framework for industrial rela-
tions will undoubtedly do
much to create a more respon-
sible and constructive
approach, and will strengthen
the hands of responsible trade
union leaders.’

Anthony Barber, Decem-
bgr 5, 1970.

‘The best way to stop the
passage of the Tory laws is
to make it clear that the

"entire labour movement will

resist them lock, stock and
barrel if the government
should ever. try to use them.
The' Tories would be
forced to rethink if a signifi-
cant number of union leaders
were to declare etc. etc.’
‘Socialist Worker’, Nov-
ember 21, 1970.

Basic Rights comes today from two members of the Amalgamated
Engineers and Foundryworkers, who play a leading role in their

respective areas.

Rene Hazel is one of the few female shop-floor leaders in the

engineering industry.

A Communist Party member, she is convenor of her factory
at Kembrey St, Swindon—one of the six owned by the Garrard-
Plessey combine in the town.

Management are now in the process of introducing a form of
Measured-Day Work—similar systems already operate in Garrard’s
plants in Swindon and the pace of work is already unbearable.

Recently one woman broke down on the job unable to cope
with the relentless speed of the line. Rene says organizing women
has its difficulties. Many, for example, work only to supplement their

husbands’ poor wages.

Nevertheless the Charter has already stimulated discussion at
Kembrey St and Rene will be bringing it up in her branch.

have put up no fight what-
soever. To be plain I think
the TUC don’t want to give
any power to the shop floor.
And in this sense I think
they don’t want to defeat
the Bill.

We have to be on our
guard with these people. I
think it is right to take up
the demand to make the
TUC organize an official
General Strike. This is the
thing we should be demand-
ing on December 8.

If no further action is
forthcoming, in my opinion,
the unions will be destroyed

and the working class left
without any leadership to
fight the Tory bosses in
industry and this govern-
ment.

It is at the moment only
the so-called unofficial
bodies that are fighting for
these rights trying to force
and shame the men we
elected into struggling to
defend the unions — the
organizations of the
workers.

In our branch we have
already passed a resolution
demanding that the execu-
tive council of the AEF call

on the TUC to organize a
special conference within
1970 to organize a General
Strike against the Bill.

I think the working class
could bring this government
down.

I am only one woman
motivated with the vision
of a socialist society, but all
workers will fight for what
is theirs by right.

In such a situation we
can make people on the
shop floor realize what
power they have and how
to use it for,
socialism.

ROY WILKINSON is a leading member of the AEF in Sheffield.
He is a former Communist Party militant, who was abandoned
by its leadership after being victimized from Ambrose Shardlow’s

engineering plant.

It is in this context that Roy makes a particularly valuable
contribution to the discussion leading up to the December 19 ATUA

conference.

I ACCEPT the points

of the Charter 100 per
cent. What is involved here
is basic human rights.

The right to work and
live is a basic human neces-
sity which capitalism will
not provide for the working
class.

Our immigrant brothers
in Sheffield are being stuck
into ghettoes. So when short
time comes in the steel
industry, racialism will be
the main part of the Tory
attack.

In the
Corporation the Tories are
going to hive off all the
profitable sections to private
enterprise and run down
the rest.

+

" The Charter can unify
all workers. Unless we can
fight to defend the basic
rights of workers there is
no future.

The Charter is different
to anything else that any
other political organization
has produced. I was part of
the pro tem committee
when it was set up in 1966
to form a Liaison Com-
mittee for the Defence of
Trade Unions in Sheffield.
The Communist Party kept
this just as a paper com-
mittee and never really
fought to mobilize the
working class.

INCAPABLE

We have to be wary of
the ‘left’ union leaders.
When I was a shop steward
at , Shardlow’s engineering
firm, these people took my
case right through procedure
at York.

The result was I was out
of work for 13 months and
blacklisted. These people
are incapable of defending
our rights.

‘ i
Workers must see the
difference between the CP
and the ATUA. The CP will
not defend workers.

We had a CP branch of
120 at Shardlow’s * with
Cyril Morton as convenor,
a member of the executive
of the CP.

My case involved the
basic right to work. But
he tried to get me to accept
an unprincipled compromise.
This is the difference.

The CP refuses to take up
a principled fight. They just
ditched me.

The CP is not putting up
any fight against the anti-
union laws. At the’factory
where I am working now,
Firth Brown's, the CP con-
venor has called several
meetings in different sec-
tions.

The stewards are saying
“If you want Tuesday off
you can have it, but come
in if you like”.

So there is no principled
fight on the political situ-
ation as it is. If there had
been a real fight for clarity
about the Tory offensive
Firth Brown could have
been out solid on December

The CP dominated dis-
trict committee of the
AEF is trying to cool things
down. They feel the tre-
mendous upsurge of the
working class.

People are seeing the
Charter in the political con-
text and this the CP doesn’t
want.

The Post Office workers
were prepared to struggle
and they’'ve never been

militant before. There is
also the question' of BEA
and BOAC.

At British-Leyland, work-
ers put up a principled
fight against Measured-Day
Work.

Now management is hop-
ing to defeat the militants
and make them into wage
slaves with no rights. The
demand for nationalization
under workers’ control is
the only answer to these
attacks.

In Sheffield the situation
has deteriorated a great deal
over the last five years.

The AEF district com-
mittee has not been pre-
pared to fight against
victimization and several
leading militants have been
sacked.

CP officials of the AEF
have spent all their time
trying to get strikers back
to work. A new leadership
has to be built round ’
the fight for the Charter.

claim means
secret trial

TORTURE allegations by two defendants are
thought to be responsible for the surprise post-
ponement of the Burgos trial yesterday morning.

On Sunday evening, Victor

Arana, one of 16 Basque
nationalists charged with
terrorism, claimed that his

statements to the police had
been ‘obtained under torture’.

Earlier the same day, Jesus
Abrisqueta told the court’s
military judges that he had
undergone ‘systematic tortures’
during police interrogation.

Arana told the court how
he and two. companions had
walked into a police ambush
in Bilbao in April 1969.

As he entered a flat, police
opened fire from an inner
room and he was wounded in
the abdomen.

QUESTIONED

Police then began to ques-
tion him on the spot, even
though he was in acute pain
and cried ‘I am dying’.

Franco is now considering
holding the trial in secret to
avoid further publicity about
the sadism of his fascist
police.

This is- thought to be the
reason for the sudden decision
to postpone yesterday morn-
ing’s session.

TUC

© FROM PAGE ONE

-~ On wages, Covent Garden
branch wants the council to
‘call upon our national execu-
tive committee to instruct the
general secretary to press for
an early reply to our pay
claim’.

Failing a settlement of the
full 25 per cent, the branch
demands the executive ‘declare
a national strike not later
than February 14, 1971'.

Lon Nol
under big
pressure

THE MILITARY position of
the pro-US Lon Nol regime
continued to worsen yesterday
as Liberation forces overran a
government outpost at Peam
Chikang, 40 miles NE of
Phnom Penh on the bank of
the Mekong River.

Other guerrilla attacks hit
puppet forces at' Puok, 150
miles NW of the capital, and
along the strategic ‘Highway
Seven’, where Lon Nol’s troops
were ‘experiencing great prob-
lems’, as a Phnom Penh
spokesman put it tactfully.

CIVILIAN employees in the
Italian Defence Ministry staged
a 24-hour nationwide strike
yesterday to demand bonus
incentives, staff increases and
improved labour insurance.

WEATHER

CENTRAL and N Scotland will be
cloudy with some light rain or
drizzle.

S Scotland, N Ireland and far
N England will start bright with

* frost in some inland areas but

it will become generally cloudy
from the N during the day.
Wales and the remainder of
England will be dry with sunny
periods, but there will be frost
in many inland areas at first.
Temperatures generally near or
a little above normal.

Outlook for Wednesday and Thurs-
day: Dry in most places but
rather cloudy at times. Local
frost otherwise temperatures near
normal.

British  Steel

THE AIR is no longer filled
with mud, but there are still
a lot.of people still scratching
their heads over the Federal
Senate Election results, or at
least the reason for them.

Half of the 60-seat  upper
house was contested.

The largest party in the
ruling coalition in the Senate,
Liberal (Tory), which also
holds the same position in the
House of Representatives, has
dropped about 5 per cent of
the votes it had last time.

Its coalition partner, the
Countyy Party has also lost
out.

But to the surprise and dis-
may of the Australian Labour
Party (ALP) they did not pick
up votes dropped by the
coalition.

Although the movement
can best be measured by per-
centages rather than seats
gained or lost, the undoubted
benefactor of the swing has
been the reactionary (this is
purely a comparative term, as
it is hard to decide which is
the most reactionary party in
Australian politics at present)
Democratic Labour Party.

The DLP has gained about
5 per cent more of the vote,
and a total of five seats in the
House.

With the government coali-
tion and the ALP expected to
be level pegging with 26 seats
each this will give the DLP
considerable influence in the
House.

Percentage-wise the move-
ment of voters has otherwise
been absorbed by multifarious
bodies, ranging from the
Defence of Government
Schools group, to the Aus-
tralia Party.

Virtually the only ‘high-
light’ of the pre-election cam-
paign was the mud-slinging
match between Liberal Prime
Minister John Gorton, and
ALP leader Gough Whitlam.

Mr Whitlam could have
made much electorally of the

government’s recent 50 cents .

(4s 8d) pension increase, but

| the most this so-called social-

ist party could offer as an
alternative was a vague sug-
gestion that this could be
increased by another dollar
(9s 4d).

On the Indo-China war and
the unions’ fight for a 35-hour
week, the coalition parties and
the DLP shared the same
worm-eaten plank.

Both are for mixing with
Nixon, defending democracy,
and stopping them on their
own ground.

The ALP,
hand, is all for ‘bringing the
boys home', and, with slightly
veiled reservations, in favour
of the 35-hour-week campaign
—or so they say.

It would be nice to be able
to report that Labour’s failure
to gain votes was because of
its lack of socialist policies—
but this would be optimistic
at this stage.

The change in the Upper
House will have no notice-
able affect on the governing
of the Lower House coalition.
But it will cause a bit of soul-
searching in the leading
parties before the next General
Election in 1972.

on the other
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In the 1969 General Elec-
tion the ALP came close to
forming a government, as
they have done a number of
times in the past. But to win
power they must either have
an overall majority—or block
with a minority party, an un-
likely event.

Coalitions of lesser parties
and the preferential voting
system have effectively kept
Labour out of Federal office
for 20 years.

Not that their election to
Parliament House, Canberra
would make much difference
to the Australian worker.
The ALP is as dedicated to
the preservation of capitalism
as any of its competitors.

THE Australian Workers’

‘Union has blacked a number

of sheep stations throughout
the rich Riverind district of
southern New South Wales as
part of their battle for a 40-
hour, five-day week.

The AWU had their claim
for a reduction in the present
44-hour, 53-day week rejected
by the Commaqnwealth Arbi-
tration Commission almost six
months ago. The Commission
found that although condi-
tions for many agricultural
workers  were ‘somewhat
feudal’ it would be a bit tough
on property owners to change
them in favour of the workers.

In common with most rural
workers in advanced countries

those in Australia work many -

hours beyond their 44—and in
the case of the aborigine
station hands in the remote
North, for even less than the
union minimum wage.

Australian  agriculture is
going through a hard spell at
the moment. The golden days
of fortunes being made from
the wool clip are long over.

Many small farmers have
gone to the wall during the
last year.

Most of these were small
uneconomic units which have

been merged into more viable
properties — with government
encouragement.

The big stations, owned by
remnants of the landed aris-
tocracy which developed fol-
lowing the early days of the
settlers, and more recently by
American and international

‘companies, have been feeling

the pinch too.

But vast multi-million dollar
government subsidies have
ensured that the capitalist on
the land has not suffered too
much.

That there is a backward-
ness among many rural
workers and a dependence on
their employers, forced on
them by their isolated posi-
tion, is inevitable.

. But according to one grazier
it was the country workers’
loyglty and sense of fair play
which prevented many of
them from heading a strike
call at the end of October to
back up their 40-hour week
claim.

The lack of any alternative
work, the tied cottage, and
other aspects peculiar to rural
employment were not, it
would appear, taken into con-
sideration by this gentleman.

This cynicism was taken a
step further by the ‘Sydney
Mgrning  Herald’ which
claimed:

‘It would be a pity if the
AWU dogma spreads and
destroys the generally happy
“give and take” atmosphere of
rural work.’

This is perhaps supposed to
conjure up pictures of the
poor, but happy stockman
tending his, or rather the
bosses, sheep.

A $4-a-week (£1 17s) in-
crease awarded to building
tradesmen this week is hardly
likely to keep this militant
section of the working class
with their heads down on
building sites throughout the
state of New South Wales.

Eight building unions with
a total membership of 30,000
had lodged a claim for a $10
increase (£4 13s), full pay
when off work because of
accidents, and long service
leave. This was backed up in
October with a 24 hour strike.

The unions involved had
been ordered to a compulsory
conference before the State
Industrial Committee which
gave the findings in their
claim.

All Trades

Unions Allian

Second Annual
Conference

Discuss

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors' credentials send 5s
Jto Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styv.echale, Coventry..
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