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Machine-tool
crisis behind
£10m loan

THE government-backed In-
dustrial Reorganization Cor-
poration is to award British-
Leyland a £10 million renew-
able loan facility to buy Brit-
ish machine-tools, it was
announced at the weekend.

The primary aim of the
loan, according to IRC man-
aging director Charles Villiers,
is to stimulate capital invest-
ment in the crisis-ridden
machine tool industry.

Since the  war, machine-
tool manufacturers have been
extremely slow in carrying
out the massive capital invest-

. ment schemes needed to pro-

duce modern computer-con-
trolled machinery.

Rathér than pour more
money. directly into the in-
dustry, the IRC hopes to
stimulate . it hvig., gpmewhat
roundabout courss.

British-Leyland is among the
country’s largest machine-tool
buyers, and the loan—condi-
tional on its being used to
buy British goods—will guar-
antee a markét to machine-
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the reverse was the case.

lacency leads to

New dangers of a
Tory victory

AS ELECTION DAY draws nearer the opinion

poll manipulators are working feverishly to

prejudice the electorate in favour of the Tories.

The ‘Daily Telegraph’ poll, for example, having
probed the ‘fickleness’ of British voters, has now
come up with the sensational discovery that the
Tories have taken a 21 per cent lead over Labour.

After seecing Heath's pathetic performance on
TV Saturday night, anyone would have thought that

sunderiand
strikers meet

PLUMBERS and electricians
at the Wearside shipyards in
Sunderland were instructed-
by their union officials at a
stormy meeting yesterday to
end their 12-week strike.

500 workers, members of
the EPTU and the engineering
union, are on strike against a
productivity deal. They want
‘strings’.

No vote was takem at yes-
terday’s meeting, but elec-
tricians were called to a later
meeting and agreed to return
to work.

AEF members at the yard

decided on Saturday to stay
out and continue the strike.

£27 10s. basic wage without |

‘Blue’ & ‘White’

dockers

meet on

Devlin Phase 2

HULL members of the National Association of Steve-

dores

and Dockers (‘Blue’

Union)—stopped work

yesterday morning to attend a meeting on the imple-
mentation of Phase Two of the Devlin plan for the

rationalization of the docks.

Some T&GWU members
also attendéd the meeting,
which was called by ‘Blue’
union shop stewards and the
Humberside committee to dis-
cuss proposals to be put be-

LENIN

Centenary Lectures

HULL

Wednesday, June 3, 8 p.m.

ASW Hall,
Speaker: Tom Kemp
53, Beverley Rd
Admission 1s

SWINDON

Sunday, June 7, 7.30 p.m.
‘Lenin and the coming English
revolution’

OXFORD HOTEL

Corner of Groundwell Rd
Speaker: Gerry Healy,

national secretary, Socialist
Labour League
Admission 2s

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

fore the negotiating com-
mittee now dealing with the
details of Phase Two in Hull.

Last week, the port em-
ployers made their £35-a-week
offer for working 8 am. to
3 p.m. or £40 a week for two-
shift working, 7 am. to 2
pm. or 2 pm. to 9 p.m.

They want full mobility of
labour and a réduction of
manning scales.

Yesterday’s meeting de-
manded no reduction in man-
ning scales. Non-registered
labour would not be tolerated.

It also proposed acceptance
of shift work provided that it
was on a voluntary basis. The
£35 was inadequate as many
dockers were already re-
ceiving this amount.

The Transport and General
Workers’ Union has called a
meeting for Thursday so that
the official can put to the
dockers the results of the
negotiations so far.

This meeting has been given
the blessing of the port em-
ployers who are giving the
men timé off work in order

to attend.

Frank Willis (ATUA)

POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE GENERAL ELECTION
Two public meetings

LONDON S‘W_INDON
Sunday, June 14, 7.30 p.m. Friday, June 12, 7.30 p.m.
St Pancras Co-op Hall
Town Hall East St

Speaker: Spe

SLIL national secretary G. Healy will speak at both meetings

akers:
A. Thornett (ATUA)
J. Simmance
(YS national secretary)

This lead, believe it or-

not, is taking place in 50
key marginal seats won by
Labour in 1966.

This, according to the
‘Daily Telegraph’, represents
a shift of 3.2 per cent since
1966 in favour of the
Tories.

The ‘Sunday Times’, not
to be outdone in its own
brand of research into the
notorious- ‘frailty of human
judgement’ and all that,
comes up with a 2 per cent
lead for the Tories — al-
though the ‘Sunday Times’
poll index indicates a 3.5
per cent lead for Labour up
to last weekend!

You pays your money,
you takes your choice!

Even more incongruous is
the estimate of the Opinion-
Research - Centre - for -
the - European - Movement
poll {(this movement does
exist]) which claims that
half the voters in Britain
are in favour of the Com-
mon Market because 'they
believe wages would rise.

They state this because
the Tories are in favour of
entry without any reserva-

tions. Was the ORCEM
interviewing  people  or
goats?

P.A. survey

We ask this question be-
cause on the same day a
Press Association survey re-
vealed that in E Anglia and
the W Country ‘many
farmers have already made
it quite plain that they are
not satisfied that either
party is going to protect
them sufficiently if entry is
negotiated’.

It is pretty obvious from
all this that the Tory-
controlled news media are
doing everything to distort
the real anti-Tory expres-
sion of working-class voters.

They, the Tories, want to
influence voting opinion,
particularly in the marginal
seats, that either the Tory
victory is a foregone con~
clusion and therefore there
is nothing that can be done
or—and this is even more
insidious — that Labour is
bound to win and Labour
supporters have therefore
nothing to worry about.

The first ploy creates

demoralization, the

second breeds com-

placency.

This is what military
strategists call  psycho-

logical warfare, or the art
of demoralizing the enemy’s

will by propaganda and
Tumours,

Encouraged
The Tories are en-

couraged in this form of
attack by the lack of a
viable policy and the equi-
vocal statements of Wilson,
Callaghan and company,
who now base themselves
on the traditional loyalty of
the working class to Labour
and nothing else to win.

They are like generals
without a strategy leading
an unarmed army, equipped
only with a belief in ulti-
mate victory against a cun-
ming and well-armed foe.

If we win it will be in
spite of this cowardly and

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1 ——

BY A WORKERS PRESS
'CORRESPONDENT

Heath tells of
three-pronged
anti-1.U. plan

PARTY CHIEFS remained remarkably coy in
kicking off the General Election campaign proper
yesterday about the issues which will be the
main concern of millions of working-class voters.

Few ,of the . sweating
journalists who emerged
from the first round of
the parties’ daily news con-
ferences yesterday lunch-
time could claim to be
much the wiser than they
had been two hours earlier

about housing, inflation
and union ‘reform’.
@® Tory Ileader Edward

Heath, speaking at his party’s
Smith Square central office,
re-emphasized that there were
three main prongs to its
attack on the unions.

Deterrent

“We aim to strengthen the
unions and their official
leadership by providing some
deterrent against irresponsible
action by unofficial minori-
ties, proclaims the Thigh-
sounding prose of the Tories’
manifesto.

this

What
mean 7

‘Well,” said Heath, this will
be done within the whole
range of our proposals.’

“But how?

The Tory leader explained
that the framework of his

does actually

party’s proposals would be
compulsory registration of
union rules, provision for

contracts between unions and
employers to be made legally
binding and removal of trade
union funds’ immunity from
civil action for damages.

Throwing away

‘Union leaders,” thought
Heath, ‘would be able to say
to their members — because

strikes could react back on.

their funds — “surely you're
not going to throw all this
away?”.’ .

Asked what check a Tory
government could hope to im-
pose on inflation—surely a
world-wide phenomenon—ithe
Tory leader claimeéd Quixotic-
ally that he did not see ‘why
we have to go along  with
these trends’.

Little of any interest

BY DAVID MAUDE

emerged from either the
Labour or Liberal press con-
ferences yesterday.

i Upper House . Liberal
leader Lord Byers praiséd the
Young Liberals’ manifesto as
one of the ‘most interesting

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

PRICE 6d.

® PAGE FOUR COL. 9 — |

‘the General and Municipal

Pilkington’s
announce
22 ‘redundancies’

PILKINGTON'S St Helens

will

appear
national Youth News’ column.

Mercer at V.S. school

Playwright David Mercer answering
questions on ‘Culture, Theatre and
Socialism’' at last weekend's London
area Young Socialist school in East-
bourne. A full report of the school

in Thursday’s ‘Inter-

management has thrown down
the gauntlet to its 8,000
workers by announcing that
22 maintenance workers are
to be made redundant within
the next fortnight.

The announcement—which
came on the eve of a second
meeting between union chiefs
and the leaders of the recent
strike—was described as ‘a
big shock’ by the St Helens
rank-and-file committee.

So far, neither Feather nor

Workers' Union has taken
action against the threatened
sackings, which the waorkers
naturally regard as victimiza-
tion.

The 22 men are members
of the Amalgamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers, which
gave them official support
when they joined the
G&MWU members on strike
at Pilkington’s last month.

At a meeting between
Feather, the G&MWU leaders
and the strike committee ten
days ago it was agreed that
there would be ‘no victimiza-
tion of any kind of any indivi-
dual or group of individuals
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Czech workers
refuse to
collaborate

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE MOUNTING problems
of the Czech bureaucracy

were starkly revealed in
Prime Minister Strougal’s
speech to the Federal

Assembly on May 29,

The main obstacle blocking
the Husak regime’s ‘normal-

ization’ campaign is the
Czech working class, which
stubbornly refuses to col-

laborate in any way with the
Stalinists.

The main theme of
Strougal’s 66-minute report
was ‘the strengthening of the
directing organs of the state
and, especially, in the
economy’. .

While the regime cracks

B’ham students must join fight
to ‘keep Tories out’

BIRMINGHAM student
leaders are uncertain about
the next stage of their cam-
paign against the Tory city
council’s proposals for an
élitist system of further
education.

This follows the agree-
ment of the City Corpora-
tion in the High Court last
Friday to lift the 75 injunc-
tions takemn out against
members of the Joint Guild
of Students, Gosta Green.

The injunctions were to
prevent the students from
entering the Corporation’s
education offices following

their May 7 sit-in at
Margaret St.
In an affidavit Guild

president Charles Pugh sub-

mitted that the Guild had
no intention of organizing
similar action again.

The May 7 occupation
was organized in protest
against the Corporation’s
high-handed attitude to the
Guild’s proposal to site the
new  Birmingham  Poly-
technic on the Gosta Green
campus.

The city wishes to abolish
amenities which students
from the colleges of Com-
merce, Art and Music share
with the Aston university,
by incorporating these insti-
tutions in a Polytechnic

sited at Perry Barr, five
- miles away.

These proposals cannot
be defeated by student
occupations.

Immediate steps must be
taken to canvass for sup-
port throughout the labour
and trade union movement.

The students’ fight must
be part of a massive cam-
paign to defeat Toryism at
the General Election (see
advert page 4) and to fight
for socialist policies, in~
cluding the full implementa-
tion of a comprehensive
education programme.

down harder and harder on
all resistance centres, and
hounds thousands of workers
out of the Party, it singles
out managerial and party-
bureaucratic layers for pre-
ferential treatment,

Tactic

This tactic
‘cadre policy’:

‘Within the bounds of the
existing possibilities we must
improve the material-technical
and economic conditions for
the work of the press, radio
and television.

‘We want in this way to
help committed [sic!] journal-
ists and workers of radio and
television to master their
responsible work in  the
generaglly complicated con-
ditions in which they are
working at present.’

In other words, the Husak
regime is out to corrupt a
new team of publicists which
it hopes will replace those
sacked after the recent series
of purges in the mass media.

While overall consumer
goods production stagnates,
Strougal emphasizes that for
certain ‘cadres’, ‘we want to
take important steps -towards
satisfying the demand . . . in

is known as

the sphere of private car

ownership and for building

materials . . . :
Programme

Yet the housing programme
has almost ground to a halt.
Strougal admitted that, ‘in
the first four months of this
year, 11,800 flats have been
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O’Brien, who must be
acting with the Labour

now desperately engaged
in sounding out US
Treasury officials, in the
hope that a consortium
can be formed to prevent
IOS’s total disintegration.

Approaches are also being
made to the Deutsche Bank,
Banca Commerciale of Italy,
one of the big four British
clearing banks, and at least
two American interests.

With rumours increasing
that a number of key
American financial institu-
tions, including Wall St
brokerage houses, are near to
collapse, O’Brien correctly
fears that should I0S go
completely, a financial panic
could be “triggered off in
which all stock markets would
be caught and which would
almost certainly provoke a
run against the pound.

GUARANTEES

There is little dqubt that
at his pep talk to finance
leaders last week, President
Nixon gave guarantees of
government help to these
financial institutions.

This was the key feature
in temporarily halting Wall
St’s catastrophic slide.

With net redemptions—
demands from customers for
cash—mow running at $3
million a day, and some of
IOS branches—notably Fund
of Funds—facing a rapidly
deteriorating cash positicn,
only concerted efforts by a
number of governments hold
out any possibility of a suc-
cessful salvage operation.

OBSTACLE

The original 10S under-
writers—led by Drexall, Har-
riman Ripley in New York
and including the Paris branch

many for the first time.

I tionary Marxist point of view.

|

I Address
I 1
I

)

government's approval, is.

Bankers and
politicians concerned

ee .
‘anxiety
over LO.S.

em_

THE DIRECT entry of Bank of Epgland
governor Sir Leslie O’Brien into the Investors
Overseas Services crisis reveals the acute anxiety
which the affairs of this company are now pro-
voking in top capitalist political circles.

BY PETER JEFFRIES

of Rothschilds and Hill
Samuel and Guinness Mahon
of London—still seem reluc-
tant to get involved.

One cbstacle is the IOS
accounts,

These have yet to appear,
and there are reports from
Washington that they are in
such chaotic condition that
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sales of
Workers Press

BETWEEN NOW and the general election tens of thousands I
of people, young and old, _wiII be introduced to politics,

Or telephone :

Otter Mill
strike still
solid

WORKERS at the Otter Mill
Switchgear subsidiary of the
Drake electrical combine, at
Ottery St Mary, Devon, were
hopeful that the Electrical
Trades Union will make their
strike official at its executive
meeting which began yester-
day afternoon.

Their four-week strike re-
mains solid despite manage-
ment efforts to intimidate
workers to return under the
threat of sackings.

Only 23 of the 300 trade
unionists at the plant have
given in to the management’s
threats.

The strikers are determined
to win their demand for a
4s 6d-an-hour increase across
the board and 100 per cent
trade unionism.

Already the General and
Municipal Workers’ Union
and the Metal Mechanics
have ‘officially recognized’ the
strike.

Otter Mills management
are reported to be willing to
open neégotiations on the de-
mands and arrangements - are
being made for them to meet
strikers’ representatives and
Department of Employment
and Productivity officials in
Bristol on Friday.

" This is the
1 time to raise
l
|
|

It is vital that they become acquainted with the revolu-

We have made extensive plans in order to do this. Theyl

I include :

@ Display adverlising I
I ® Poster advertising.

@ Handbill distribution outside factories and universities. l

@ A special 15s election offer for 18 issues (June 1 to 20)

post-paid (see page 4). l
I @ Public meetings In all the main centres.

@ A special Workers Press news film of the election. l

We need your help. Please fill this form in without delay.
I want to help the Workers Press raise its circulation: I

Post to: Circulation Department, Workers Press, |
186A Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

01-720-2000.
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Machine-tool
erisis behind
£10m loan

THE government-backed In-
dustrial Reorganization Cor-
poration is to award British-
Leyland a £10 million renew-
able loan facility to buy Brit-
ish machine-tools, it was
announced at the weekend.

The primary aim of the
loan, according to IRC man-
aging director Charles Villiers,
is to stimulate capital invest-
ment in the crisis-ridden
machine tool industry.

Since the  war, machine-
tool manufacturers have been
extremely slow in carrying
out the massive capital invest-
ment schemes needed to pro-
duce modern computer-con-
trolled machinery.

Rathér than pour more
money. directly into the in-
dustry, the IRC hopes to
stimulate . it hw .. g, semawhat
roundabout courss.

British-Leyland is among the
country’s largest machine-tool
buyers, and the loan—condi-
tional on its being used to
buy British goods—will guar-
antee a markeét to machine-

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 9 —

lacenc

y leads to

New dangers of a
Tory victory

AS ELECTION DAY draws nearer the opinion
poll manipulators are working feverishly to

prejudice the electorate in favour of the Tories.

The ‘Daily Telegraph’ poll, for example, having
probed the ‘fickleness’ of British voters, has now
come up with the sensational discovery that the
Tories have taken a 2} per cent lead over Labour.

After seeing Heath’s pathetic performance on
TV Saturday night, anyone would have thought that

the reverse was the case.

sunderiand
strikers meet

PLUMBERS and electricians
at the Wearside shipyards in
Sunderland were instructed
by their union officials at a
stormy meeting yesterday to
end their 12-week strike.

500 workers, members of
the EPTU and the engineering
umnion, are on strike against a
g;gdu%tivitgr deal. They x}v{ant

s. basic wage withou
'St’x"ih']gxs’.‘ asic. wage . WithguL,

No vote was taken at yes-
terday’s meeting, but elec-
tricians were called to a later
meeting and agreed to return
to work.

AEF members at the yard
decided on Saturday to stay
out and continue the strike.

b,

‘Blue’ &

‘White’

dockers meet on
Devlin Phase 2

HULL members of the National Association of Steve-

dores

and Dockers (‘Blue’

Union)—stopped work

yesterday morning to attend a meeting on the imple-
mentation of Phase Two of the Devlin plan for the

rationalization of the docks.

Some T&GWU members
also attended the meeting,
which was called by ‘Blue’
union shop stewards and the
Humberside committee to dis-
cuss proposals to be put be-

LENIN

Centenary Lectures
HULL

Wednesday, June 3, 8 p.m.

ASW Hall,
Speaker: Tom Kemp
53, Beverley Rd
Admission 1s

SWINDON.

Sunday, June 7, 7.30 p.m.
‘Lenin and the coming English
revolution’

OXFORD HOTEL

Corner of Groundwell Rd
Speaker: Gerry Healy,

national secretary, Socialist
Labour League
Admission 2s

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

fore the negotiating com-
mittee now dealing with the
détails of Phase Two in Hull.

Last week, the port em-
ployers made their £35-a-week
offer for working 8 am. to
3 p.m. or £40 a week for two-
shift working, 7 am. to 2
p.m. or 2 pm. to 9 p.m.

They want full mobility of
labour and a reéduction of
manning scales.

Yesterday’s meeting de-
manded no reduction in man-
ning scales. Non-registered
labour would not be tolerated.

It also proposed acceptance
of shift work provided that it
was on a voluntary basis. The
£35 was inadequate as many
dockers were already re-
ceiving this amount.

The Transport and General
Workers’ Union has called a
meeting for Thursday so that
the official can put to the
dockers the results of the
negotiations so far.

This meeting has been given
the blessing of the port em-
ployers who are giving the
men timé off work in order
to attend.

LONDON
Sunday, June 14, 7.30 p.m.

St Pancras
Town Hall

Speaker:
Frank Willis (ATUA)

POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE GENERAL ELECTION
Two public meetings

SLL national secretary G. Healy will speak at both meetings

SWINDON
Friday, June 12, 7.30 p.m.
Co-op Hall
East St
Speakers:

A. Thornett (ATUA)

J. Simmance
(YS national secretary)

I

This lead, believe it or
not, is taking place in 50
key marginal seats won by
Labour in 1966.

This, according to the
‘Daily Telegraph’, represents
a shift of 3.2 per cent since
1966 in favour of the
Tories.

The ‘Sunday Times’, not
to be outdone in its own
brand of research into the
notorious ‘frailty of human
judgement’ and all that,
comes up with a 2 per cent
lead for the Tories — al-
though the ‘Sunday Times’
poll index indicates a 3.5
per cent lead for Labour up
to last weekend!

You pays your money,
you takes your choicel

Even more incongruous is
the estimate of the Opinion-

Research - Centre - for -

the - European - Movement
poll (this movement does
exist!) which claims that
half the voters in Britain
are in favour of the Com-
mon Market because ‘they
believe wages would rise.

They state this because
the Tories are in favour of
entry without any reserva-

tions. Was the ORCEM
interviewing  people or
goats?

P.A. survey

We ask this question be-
cause on the same day a
Press Association survey re-
vealed that in E Anglia and
the W Country ‘many
farmers have already made
it quite plain that they are
not satisfied that either
party is going to protect
them sufficiently if entry is
negotiated’.

It is pretty obvious from
all this that the Tory-
controlled news media are
doing everything to distort
the real anti-Tory expres-
sion of working-class voters.

They, the Tories, want to
influence voting opinion,
particularly in the marginal
seats, that either the Tory
victory is a foregone con-
clusion and therefore there
is nothing that can be done
or—and this is even more
insidious — that Labour is
bound to win and Labour
supporters have therefore
nothing to worry about.

The first ploy creates

demoralization, the

second breeds com-

placency.

This is what military
strategists call psycho-

logical warfare, or the art
of demoralizing the enemy’s

will by propaganda and
rumours.

Encouraged
The Tories are en~

couraged in this form of
attack by the lack of a
viable policy and the equi-
vocal statements of Wilson,
Callaghan and company,
who now base themselves
on the traditional loyalty of
the working class to Labour
and nothing else to win.

They are like generals
without a strategy leading
an unarmed army, equipped
only with a belief in ulti-
mate victory against a cun-
mning and well-armed foe.

If we win it will be in
spite of this cowardly and
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BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

Heath tells of
three-pronged
anti-T.U. plan

PARTY CHIEFS remained remarkably coy in
kicking off the General Election campaign proper
yesterday about the issues which will be the
main concern of millions of working-class voters.

Few , of the . sweating
journalists who emerged
from the first round of
the parties’ daily news con-
ferences yesterday lunch-
time could claim to be
much the wiser than they
had been two hours earlier
about housing, inflation
and union ‘reform’.

@® Tory leader Edward
Heath, speaking at his party’s
Smith Squaré central office,
re-emphasized that there were
three main prongs to its
attack on the unions.

Deterrent

‘We aim to strengthen the
unions and their official
leadership by providing some
deterrent against irresponsible
action by unofficial minori-
ties,” proclaims the high-
sounding prose of the Tories’
manifesto.

this

What does
mean 7

‘Well,” said Heath, this will
be done within the whole
range of our proposals.’

But how?

The Tory leader explained
that the framework of his
party’s proposals would be
compulsory registration of
union rules, provision for
contracts between unions and
employers to be made legally
binding and removal of trade
union funds’ immunity from
civil action for damages.

actually

Throwing away

‘Union leaders,” thought
Heath, ‘would be able to say
to théir members — because

strikes could react back on.

their funds — “surely you're
not going to throw all this
away?”. .

Asked what check a Tory
government could hope to im-
pose on inflation—surely a
world-wide phenomenon—the
Tory leader claimeéd Quixotic-
ally that he did not see ‘why
we have to go along ,with
these trends’.

Little of any interest

'BY DAVID MAUDE

emerged from either the
Labour or Liberal press con-
ferences yesterday.

Upper House . Liberal
leader Lord Byers praiséd the
Young Liberals’ manifesto as

The daily organ of the
Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

PRICE éd.

one of the ‘most interesting
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Pilkington’s
announce
22 ‘redundancies’

PILKINGTON’S St Helens

will

appear
national Youth News’ column.

Mercer at V.3. school

Playwright David Mercer answering
questions on ‘Culture, Theatre and
Socialism’ at last weekend’s London
area Young Socialist school in East-
bourne. A full report of the school

in  Thursday’s ‘Inter-

management has thrown down
the gauntlet to its 8,000
workers by announcing that
22 maintenance workers are
to be made redundant within
the next fortnight.

The announcement—which
came on the eve of a second
meeting between union chiefs
and the leaders of the recent
strike—was described as ‘a
big shock’ by the St Helens
rank-and-file committee.

So far, neither Feather nor
the General and Municipal
Workers’” Union has taken
action against the threatened
sackings, which the workers
naturally regard as victimiza-
tion.

The 22 men are members
of the Amalgamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers, which
gave them official support
when they joined the
G&MWU members on strike
at Pilkington’s last month.

At a meeting between
Feather, the G&MWU leaders
and the strike committee temn
days ago it was agreed that
there would be ‘no victimiza-
tion of any kind of any indivi-
dual or group of individuals
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Czech workers
refuse to
collaborate

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE MOUNTING problems
of the Czech bureaucracy

were starkly revealed in
Prime Minister Strougal’s
speech to the Federal

Assembly on May 29.

The main obstacle blocking
the Husak regime’s ‘normal-

ization’ campaign is the
Czech working class, which
stubbornly refuses to col-

laborate in any way with the
Stalinists.

The main theme of
Strougal’s 66-minute report
was ‘the strengthening of the
directing organs of the state
and, especially, in the
economy’. .

While the regime cracks

B’ham students must join fight
to ‘keep Tories out’

BIRMINGHAM student
leaders are uncertain about
the next stage of their cam-
paign against the Tory city
council’s proposals for an
élitist system of further
education.

This follows the agree-
ment of the City Corpora-
tion in the High Court last
Friday to lift the 75 injunc-
tions taken out against
members of the Joint Guild
of Students, Gosta Green.

The injunctions were to
prevent the students from
entering the Corporation’s
education offices following

their May 7 sit-in at
Margaret St.
In an affidavit Guild

president Charles Pugh sub-

mitted that the Guild had
no intention of organizing
similar action again.

The May 7 occupation
was organized in protest
against the Corporation’s
high-handed attitude to the
Guild’s proposal to site the
new  Birmingham  Poly-
technic on the Gosta Green
campus.

The city wishes to abolish
amenities which students
from the colleges of Com-~
merce, Art and Music share
with the Aston university,
by incorporating these insti-
tutions in a Polytechnic

sited at Perry Barr, five
- miles away.

These proposals cannot
be defeated by student
occupations.

Immediate steps must be
taken to canvass for sup-
port throughout the labour
and trade union movement.

The students’ fight must
be part of a massive cam-
paign to defeat Toryism at
the General Election (see
advert page 4) and to fight
for socialist policies, in-
cluding the full implementa-
tion of a comprehensive
education programme.

_ownership and

down harder and harder on
all resistance centres, and
hounds thousands of workers
out of the Party, it singles
out managerial and party-
bureaucratic layers for pre-
ferential treatment.

Tactic

This tactic
‘cadre policy’:

‘Within the bounds of the
existing possibilities we must
improve the material-technical
and economic conditions for
the work of the press;, radio
and television.

‘We want in this way to
help committed [sicl] journal-
ists and workers of radio and
television to master their
responsible work in the
generglly complicated con-
ditions in which they are
working at present.’

In other words, the Husak
regime is out to corrupt a
new team of publicists which
it hopes will replace those
sacked after the recent series
of purges in the mass media.

While overall consumer
goods production stagnates,
Strougal emphasizes that for
certain ‘cadres’, ‘we want to
take important steps ~towards
satisfying the demand . . . in
the sphere of private car

is known as

materials .

Programme

Yet the housing programme
has almost ground to a halt.
Strougal admitted that, ‘in
the first four months of this
year, 11,800 flats have been
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for building

O’Brien, who must be
acting with the Labour

now desperately engaged
in sounding out US
Treasury officials, in the
hope that a consortium
can be formed to prevent
I0S’s total disintegration.

Approaches are also being
made to the Deutsche Bank,
Banca Commerciale of Italy,
one of the big four British
clearing banks, and at least
two American interests.

With rumours increasing
that a number of key
American financial institu-
tions, fncluding Wall St
brokerage houses, are near %o
collapse, O’Brien correctly
fears that should IOS go

completely, a financial panic
could be ‘triggered off in
which all stock markets would
be caught and which would
almost certainly provoke a
run against the pound.

GUARANTEES

There is little dqubt that
at his pep talk to finance
leaders last week, President
Nixon gave guarantees of
government help to these
financial institutions.

This was the key feature
in temporarily halting Wall
St’s catastrophic slide.

With net redemptions—
demands from customers for
cash—now running at $3
million a day, and some of
IOS branches—notably Fund
of Funds—facing a rapidly
deteriorating cash position,
only concerted efforts by a
number of governments hold
out any possibility of a suc-
cessful salvage operation.

OBSTACLE

The original IOS under-
writers—led by Drexall, Har-
riman Ripley in New York
and including the Paris branch

eas Soas e one s

many for the first time.
l tionary Marxist point of view.

) We have made extensive
l include :

@ Display advertising

l @ Poster advertising.

post-paid (see page 4).

|
I Address
|
|
)

Bankers and
politicians concerned

ee ‘
‘anxiety
over L.O.S.

government’s approval, is.

ew.

THE DIRECT entry of Bank of Epgland
governor Sir Leslie O’Brien into the Investors
Overseas Services crisis reveals the acute anxiety
which the affairs of this company are now pro-
voking in top capitalist political circles.

BY PETER JEFFRIES

of Rothschilds and Hill
Samuel and Guinness Mahon
of London—still seem reluc-
tant to get involved.

One obstacle is the IOS
accounts.

These have yet to appear,
and there are reports from
Washington that they are in
such chaotic condition that
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Otter Mill
strike still
solid

WORKERS at the Otter Mill
Switchgear subsidiary of the
Drake electrical combine, at
Ottery St Mary, Devon, were
hopeful that the Electrical
Trades Union will make their
strike official at its executive
meeting which began yester-
day afternoon.

Their four-week strike re-
mains solid despite 'manage-
ment efforts to intimidate
workers to return under the
threat of sackings.

Only 23 of the 300 trade
unionists at the plant have
given in to the management’s
threats.

The strikers are determined
to win their demand for a
4s 6d-an-hour increase across
the board and 100 per cent
trade unionism.

Already the General and
Municipal Workers’ Union
and the Metal Mechanics
have ‘officially recognized’ the
strike.

Otter Mills management
are reported to be willing to
open négotiations on the de-
mands and arrangements are
being made for them to meet
strikers’ representatives and
Department of Employment
and Productivity officials in
Bristol on Friday.

This is the
time to raise
sales of
Workers Press

BETWEEN NOW and the general election tens of thousandsl
of people, young and old, will be introduced to politics,

It is vital that they become acquainted with the revolu-

plans in order to do this. They I

@ Handbill distribution outside factories and universities.
@ A special 15s election offer for 18 issues (June 1 to 20)

@ A special Workers Press news film of the election.
We need your help. Please fill this form In without delay.

| @ Public meetings In all the main centres. I
I want to help the Workers Press raise its circulation: l

Post to: Circulation Dep'a'ft.ﬁ.l.ér'\.t;. ‘ Wc’).r.l(”e'l'.sm.ﬁ'rés“s', """" I
186A Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Or telephone : 01-720-2000.
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that ‘KES’ written by BARRY HINES (left), directed by KEN LOACH (centre),
and acted by DAVID BRADLEY (right)is now showing at the ‘ACADEMY’

7/

BBC 1

5.50 News and weather.

Rumania.
6.30
across the North Pole.
7.05
7.30

8.50
9.10

NEWS and ...weather.

11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL.
8.00

9.30
civilization.

10.00
10.10
weather.

11.15 LINE-UP.

All regions as BBC-1 except:
Midlands and E Anglia: 5.30-5.50 Mid-
lands today. Look -East, weather,
5.30-5.50 Look
North, weather.

Wales: 4.55-5.25 Telewele. 5.30-5.50
Wales today. 7.30 Heddiw. 7.50 Ryan

1TV

North of England:

Ranger. 5.45 News.

5.55 WORLD CUP 1970.
6.30
7.10

8.30
9.00
10.00
10.30

A FAMILY AT WAR.
WORLD CUP 1970.

CHANNEL: 11.00-3.40 London. 3.42
Puffin’s birthday greetings. 3.52 Hatty
town. 4.05 Survival. 4.35 London. 5.30
Houseparty. 5.45 London. 5.55 Look-
around. 6.20 News, weather. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Movie: ‘Ring of Fire’
with David Janssen. 8.30 London. 10.00
Pour vous madame. 10.10 London.
10.40 Randall and Hopkirk (deceased).
11.30 Gazette. 11.35 Commentaries et
previsions meteorologiques, weather.

WESTWARD. As Channel except:
3,40 News. 3.42 Gus Honeybun show.
5.30 Cartoontime, 5.45 London. 5.55
Diary. 11.35 Weather.

9.15 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.00 p.m. Dyna wall. 1.45-1.53 News and
weather. 2.05-2.25 Schools. 4.20 Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55
Shazzan. 5.20 Hector's house. 5.25 Abbott and Costello. 5.30 London.

6.00 WORLD CUP GRANDSTAND. Direct from Mexico. England v
ACROSS THE TOP OF THE WORLD. A trek of 3,260 miles

Z CARS. ‘Couldn’t Happen to a Nicer Girl’, part two.

LAUGH PARADE. ‘I Only Arsked’. With Bernard Bresslaw,
Michael Medwin and Alfie Bass. Comedy in which a threatened
revolution in a Middle Eastern state prompts Whitehall to send
a group of Army misfits to restore law and order.

LONGEST DRIVE IN THE WORLD. ‘Daily Mirror’ World Cup
Rally through 25 countries and two continents.
ELECTION BROADCAST. Conservative Party. 10.10 24 HOURS.

10.50 England v Rumanla.

10.00
10.40 WORLD CUP GRANDSTAND.

12.45 a.m. Peru v Bulgaria and Uruguay v Israel.
BBC2

7.05 p.m. MAKING OUT. 7.30 NEWS and weather.

‘THE GREAT INIMITABLE MR DICKENS’. Biography of Charles
Dickens based on scenes from his novels.

SHADOW OF PROGRESS.

A dark cloud across the sun of

‘

ELECTION BROADCAST. Conservative Party.
CODENAME. ‘Have a Word with Greco’. 11.00 NEWS and

REGIONAL BBC

and Ronnie. 8.20-8.50 Alun School
Singers.

Scotland: 5.30-5.50 Reporting Scotland.

N Ireland: 5.30-5.50 Scene around six,
weather.

South and West. 5.30-5.50 Points
West. South today. Spotlight South-
West, weather.

11.00 a.m. Schools. 2.55 p.m. Racing from Salisbury. 3.55 Enchanted
house. 4.10 Crossroads. 4.35 Sooty show. 5.00 Magpie. 5.30 Lone

NANNY AND THE PROFESSOR. 7.00 BUGS BUNNY.
TUESDAY FILM: ‘Foreign Exchange’. With Robert Horton,
Sebastian Cabot and Jill St. John. A spy thriller set in London.
FATHER, DEAR FATHER: ‘Nobody’s Indispensable’.

\
ELECTION BROADCAST. Conservative Party. 10.10 NEWS.

REGIONAL ITV

SOUTHERN: 11.00-3.50 London. 3.55
London. 5.30 Houseparty. 5.45 London.
6.30 Day by day. 7.00 Father, Dear
Father. 7.30 Film: ‘Drive a Crooked
Road’ with Mickey Rooney, Kevin
McCarthy, Dianne Foster and Jack
Kelly., Crime drama with a motor-
racing backétound. 9.00 London. 1.10
Weather. ‘Concern and controversy’.

HARLECH: 11.00-3.50 London. 4.05
Floris. 4.35 London. 5.30 Report. 5.45
London. 6.30 Report extra. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Bonanza. 8.00 Mr and Mrs.
8.30 London, 1.00 Weather.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 61 as
above except:

4.03-4.05 Report West. 5.30 Lone
{}Vanger. 5.38-5.45 Peter. 5.55-6.35 Scene
est.

HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except:
5.30 Y dydd. 5.40-5.45 News.

ANGLIA: 10.58 London. 4.10 News-
room. 4.20 Enchanted house. 4.35
London, 5.25 About Anglia. 5.45 Lon-
don. 6.25 About Anglia, weather. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 ‘Tarzan and the She-
Devil’ with Lex Barker. A beautiful
adventuress robs a_ whole tribe of its
male warriors. 8.25 London. 1.00 Re-
flection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00 London. 4.15
Origami. 4.25 Flaxton Boys. 5.00 Lon-
don. 5.25 Women today. 5.45 London.
6.25 ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Western: ‘The Boy From Oklahoma’
with Will Rogers Jr. and Nancy Olson.
8.25 London.

ULSTER: 11.00 London. 4.10 Romper
room. 4.30 News. 4.35 London. 5.30
Summer season. 5.45 London. 6.30
News. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Movie:
“The Overlanders’ with Chips Rafferty.
A group of Australian ‘outlanders’
stand against the Japanese in 1942,
8.30 London.

YORKSHIRE : 11.00 London. 4.20
Tingha and Tucker club. 4.35 London.
5.30 Calendar, weather. 5.45 London.
6.30 Beverly hillbillies. 7.00 Father,
dear Father. 7.30 ‘The Boy Who Stole
A Million® with Virgilio Texera,
Maurice Reyna, Marianne Benet and
Warren Mitchell. Comedy about a little
Spanish boy who unwittingly brings off
one of the greatest robberies of all
time. 9.00 London. 10.00 Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00 London. 3.50 News.
4.00 Enchanted house. 4.05 Short story.
4.30 London. 5.25 Newsview. 5.45
London. 6.30 Gilligan’s island. 7.00

Film: ‘Some People’ with Kenneth
More, David Hemmings and Ray
Brooks. A study of teenage life in

Britain. 8.25 London.

TYNE TEES: 11.00 London. 4.20 News-
room. 4.23 Enchanted house. 4.35
London. 5.30 Joday. 5.45 London. 6.30
Film: ‘Conspiracy of Hearts’ with Lilli
Palmer and Sylvia Syms. Mother
Superior of .a convent near Florence
helps refugees and Jewish children
escape in the war-time of Italy in

1943, 8.30 London. 1.10 News. 1.12
Epilogue.
BORDER: 1.45 London. 3.52 High

living. 4.13 News. 4.15 Origami. 4.30
Floris. 5.00 London. 5.30 News. Look-
around. 5.45 London. 6.30 News. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Western: ‘The Young
London® with Pat Wayne, Yvonne
Craig, Dennis Hopper and Dan
O’Herlihy. An American_is arrested for
Kkilling a Mexican in California. 8.30
London. 1.00 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-3.45 London. 4.00
Scotland early. 4.10 London. 5.25 Scot-
land now. 5.45 London. 6.30 High
living. 7.00 Western: ‘The Great
Missouri Raid’ with Wendell Corey
and Macdonald Carey. 8.25 London.
1.00 Late call. .

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-3.50 London. 4.05
High living. 4.35 London. 5.30 News
and farming news. 5.45 London. 5.55
London. 6.35 Crossroads, 7.00 West-
ern: ‘Along The Great Divide’. 8.30

London.
= |
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20th Century Fox presents
6M* A*S*H’
Produced by Otto Preminger
Directed by Robert Altman
Showing at the Rialto Cinema, London

The shrewdness of
the two central

characters -

brilliantly

played by Elliot Gould

(right), and

onald Sutheriand -
provides most of
the humour of the film
and the sheer
incompetence of the
army provides

the rest

CINEMA

By Brian Moore

‘HOW COME a degenerate like that ends up in a

position of responsibility?’ fumes a regular US Arm
nurse about Captain ‘Hawkeye’ Pearce. B

‘He was drafted, comes
the laconic reply.

And that really is
essence of ‘M*A*S*H’
showing at the Rialto.

It’s the story of a medical
unit four miles behind the
front line during the Korean
war. They are nearly all doc-
tors and surgeons who have
been drafted.

By the hour the war casual-
ties are flown in by helicopter,
bleeding, dying, wounded.
They have no names, no num-
bers, they wmnever speak, are
seldom referred to; they are
merely bloody carcasses that
the surgeons sew up, and yet
a constant reminder of the
reason why they are all there.

the
now

Iconoclasts

And it is precisely that
reality that every omne is in
retreat from.

No one wants to be there,
no one asked to be there.
What dominates is a sense of
self-preservation.

The two central characters,
brilliantly played by Elliot
Gould and Donald Sutherland,
are good humoured icono-
clasts, with contempt for
military  formality, Christ-
ianity, rules and regulations.

What gives them the upper
hand, what chills their mar-
tinis, what keeps them in
women and out of the brig is
their own cunning and a sense
of their own professionalism.
They know that they are
experts at their job and that
to the army they are indispen-
sable, and the army will just
have to put up with them.

Standard

Their shrewdness provides
most of the humour in the
film and the sheer incom-
petence of the Army provides
the rest. The situations are
pretty standard Army comedy,
but what the film is most
determined about is to de-
bunk any idea of heroics and
glory in war, and mnot only
war itself, but the whole
myth-making apparatus of
Hollywood itself.

The Tannoy that blares out
information to the camp an-
nounces also the showing of
movies, glorious stories of
ordinary GIs in battle.

No one pays the slightest
attention to either the movies
or the information.

Fatigue

What = comes out in
‘M*A*S*H’ is a sense of the
growing fatigue at the clap-
trap about war and glory, of
the imperialist role of Amer-
ica, a mood that several
Hollywood films have lately
captured, like ‘Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid'.

The first impression is one

of health. It’s a very popular
film in America and obviously
reflects feelings dbout the
Vietmram war.

But delve a little deeper
and one hits contradictions
that are interesting.

The heroes are rebels, but
what they have is cheek and
know-how, and no one in
American culture is given
more respect than the rebel
with know-how.

American  capitalism is
based on it. Wasn’t Henry
Ford a rebel with it? It’s pure
individualism, licking the sys-
tem by getting to the top.

And we're back to the old
frontier illusions.

And the heroes are adapta-
tions in a mew form of the
old Western prototype. They
are resourceful, they drink,
they gamble, they ‘get laid’.

Taboos

So that all the taboos they
break are, in essence, an
affirmation of the old indivi-
dualism. It comes full circle,
the old form with a different
content.

The virility cult dominates,
women are merely sexual ob-
jects, men are defined by the
size of the penis (‘The best
equipped dentist in the
American army’), straight
jackets are funny; this is the
vein of humour ed by
the film and played on that
level. )

It's a kind of traditional
student comedy, a harder,
more sophisticated kind of
‘Doctor in the House’ with
blood.

If you compare it with the
novel ‘Catch 22’, which there
are obvious echoes of in
‘M*A*S*H’, the striking
qualitative difference is the
former’s sense of a collective
madness, the bureaucratic
machinery of war, the caprici-
ous decisions of High Com-
mand, the ever-present fear of
death—for Yossarian, Dunbar
and the others the war is an
ever-conscious nightmare.

Back cloth

They seek brief releases
from it in the whore houses
of Rome, but its only a brief
release. The war defines their
actions, behaviour, everything.

In ‘M*A*S*H’ the war is
a back cloth, an inconveni-
ence, but an attitude to it is
never consciously expressed.
What predominates is a de-
termination to push it from
their minds, to make them-
selves as confortable as possi-
ble, to pretend its not happen~
ing, and, however many
bodies they operate on, that’s
merely an expression of their
professional work.

They get on with the job
in a way that is not very
different from a civilian
casualty theatre.'

The only time they feel
emotion is right at the end
when they learn that some of
them are going home.

And going home and
getting out of it is the ‘reso-
lution’ of the film.

But going home to what?
That’s really the question, be-
cause the war is directly con-
nected with home. Imperialism
makes that connection.

Impasse

That’s the impasse that the
peace movement is in.

So what we are seeing then
is a return to the old isola-
tionism. But it isn’t nostalgic
longings ithat determine the
course of history. It's pre-
cisely a break from them, a
break from the old indivi-
dualism, to understand revo-
lutionary  class  questions.
That's the only future.

Otherwise when the jokes
stop, the martinis run out and
the nurses get ugly and un-
willing, we are left merely
with the mangled bodies.

But this is an interesting
and very funny film and
should be seen, because all
those contradictions that face

America, - its history, its
mythology are all there in an
unresolved form.

THIS CERTAINLY cannot be
said of ‘Paton, Lust for Glory’
in Cinerama.

Apart from a brilliant per-
formance by George C. Scott,
its the usual turgid glorifica-
tion of war.

And interestingly enough
we have yet another maverick
rebel, only this time he’s mad,
obsessive, extremely right
wing. But a ‘character’: need
one say more.

It merely serves to highlight
this American admiration ' of
the rebel of whatever form,
shape or size.

The film lumbers from one
noisy battle to the next and
is linked by the reactionary
rhetoric of Patton himself.

I won’t waste any more
space on it.

FOR BEATLE’S fans there’s
‘Let It Be’, pedestrianly made-
and shot with a few banal
comments by Paul, some jokes
by John and some variable
music.

There must be an interest-
ing film to be made about the
phenomenon of the Beatles,
the whole commercial appa-
ratus that surrounds them,
their own special talents, the
curious position that they are
in and occupy.

It's not by accident that
they characterized a whole
period of the 1960s.

But this is banal and per-
functory and mindless—every
pop cliché in the book is
there.

If you like the music buy

. the record. If you can afford

it.
There's obviously a lot to
be said and assessed about the
Beatles but I reserve that for
a later date.

HOLLY -

VWOOD
WAR MYTH

TAKES A

Mexico 1970—

Still the land of the repressed

‘CONFIDENT that Moore would be back among them within
the next 24 hours, the players set off to train in the Olympic
Stadium accompanied by a police escort worthy of gold
bullion. The team coach, four motorcycle outriders and a
riot van with three policemen clinging to its rear, coasted
the journey of eight miles at a steady 50 miles per hour.

Thus spake ‘The Guardian’
last Thursday, just a few hours
before the captain of the England
football team, Bobby Moore, was
granted his ‘provisional liberty’
and hopped on a plane to join
his team mates in Mexico City.

The plight of Mr Moore since
the alleged theft of a £600 brace-
let in Bogota on May 18 has
been the subject of acres of print.

For Fleet Street it at once
became an issue of mational im-
portance—hardly rivalled by the
announcement of the June
General Election.

* .

British embassy officials were
mobilized and Mr Stewart, the
Foreign Secretary, sent a message
to the Colombian government,
indicating the concern over the
case of Mr Moore and expressing
the hope that everything would
be done to settle the matter as
soon as possible.

Britain was in danger! There
was a. conspiracy afoot to deprive
her team of their rightful place
as world champions at kicking
an inflated leather sphere around
a field!

*

That the 1970 World Cup
takes place in Mexico, a country
ruled by the military dictator-
ship of President Diaz Ordaz,
which uses every means of terror

repression ' against its
opponents, was, for Fleet Street,
neither here nor there. Except to

provide a spot of ‘local colour’
perhaps. -

Back in 1968 while the Mexi-
man workers and peasants lived
in deégradation and poverty, the
sumptuous Olympic Stadium took
shape in their midst in prepara-
tion for the Olympic Games:

The hovels and shanties were
crushed and destroyed to make
way for this massive symbol of

BOBBY MOORE

prestige and those that remained
standing at the stadium’s peri-
phery were painted so as not to
upset the tourists’ delicate
stomachs.

(They haven’t bothered with
the paint this year.)

The rich and the famous were
already arriving from all parts
of the globe when the Mexican
students were beaten up and
massacred in the streets as they

demonstrated their opposition to
the Ordaz regime.

Many of the student leaders
are still in jail two years later.

Now, as the various teams
compete for the much-desired
sports honour, 170 political
prisoners are rotting in Mexico’s
Lecumberri prison. Some have
been detained for more than ten
years without trial.

*

It is-only a few months since
the brutal beatings took place
when Brigadier-General Andres
Puentes Vagas openly incited
criminal prisoners to attack
political detainees. They were
beaten with pipes and iron bars
and some stabbed.

Eighty went on hunger strike
in protest against this treatment
and against the refusal of the
government to either release
them on bail or bring their cases
into open court.

Then, as the British team were
arriving in S America, the
Guatemalan revolutionary and
guerrilla leader Marco Antonio
Yon Sosa was killed in a border
battle with Mexican soldiers.

. This is Mexico — and Latin
America—today.

X

The Mexican people do mnot
view the World Cup simply in
terms of football, but sense the
huge contradiction between their
oppression and the wealth that
is flaunted before their eyes.

Little wonder that some of
those who will be ‘privileged’ to
see Bobby Moore and his col-
leagues and (from afar) hear of
the VIP treatment accorded to
them—as ‘The Guardian’ des-
cribed—will see them as indirect
supporters of the Diaz Ordaz
regime.

The British press is a million
miles from the conflict of
material forces that is the real
Mexico. But that, of dourse, is
capitalist ‘objectivity’.

Ever fad
that feeling
you've
heen there
hefore?

THE PHENOMENON of déja
vu is not uncommon. It refers to

the feeling of having been in a
place before, when you're almost
certain you haven’t.

A strong attack of the same
was suffered last Wednesday
when reading the then current
edition of the ‘Morning Star’
which we trust had not been
previously published).

Prominently labelled ‘STAR
EXCLUSIVE’, the lead article
was headlined ‘Tory Military
Secrets Revealed’ and went on:

‘Tory plans to wuse British
forces to suppress liberation
movements in SE Asia, Angola
and S Africa are spelled out in
detail in a secret document ob-
tained by the ‘“Morning Star”
yesterday.’

The report goes on in some
detail about the ocontents of the
document, prepared for the Con-
servative = Commonwealth and
Overseas Council and released
for private circulation in
February of this year.

A little bell rang. A quick
look through the files was suffi-
cient to reveal that the ‘Star
Exclusive’ was inclusive of a
number of papers, including
Workers Pressl!

The main details of the docu-
ment had in fact appeared in
‘The  Guardian® (April 29),
‘Workers Press’ (April 30), ‘The
Sunday Times’ (May 17), ‘Sun’
(May 19) and possibly elsewhere

0.

Of course, it is important that
every detail. of the Tories’ re-
actionary proposals should be
made as widely available as pos-
sible in the working-class move-
ment, but it’s a strange use of
the word ‘exclusive’ to describe
information, the essence of which
had appeared in at least three
other papers up to a month pre-
viously.
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IN OUR LAST article we discussed the attempts of
Place and other radicals to tie the Chartist movement
to the coat-tails of the middle class.

But it was an attempt which was increasingly
understood by the more class-conscious Chartists,

as we shall now see.

‘Base, hypocritical and
assassin-like, they [Place and
Company] will join the move-
ment only to divide it, de-
clared the ‘London Democrat’
(1839).

‘Whatever the middle classes
have ever taken into hand has
turned out to the people’s cost
to be delusive and fraudulent;
therefore as the producing
classes intend to regenerate
their country, they must rely
on themselves and themselves
alone.’

It was this political sub-
ordination to the politics of
the middle class that Chartism
was to sweep away.

Ironically enough it was a
small circle of highly-skilled
workers, led by William Lovett
and centred around Place who
originally drew up the Charter
with its famous Six Points.

No doubt Place intended to
head off any more dangerous
development in the working
class.

Before consenting to help
draw up the Charter in 1837,
Place insisted that the Work-
ing Men’s Association promise
to prevent all speeches against
the New Poor Law (which we
shall deal with in the next
article) and all those in favour
of socialism.

Enemies

He declared at the time that
they must be determined ‘o
cease using opprobious terms
and epithets, and to receive

everyone as a friend who will.

take the Charter as his guide,
and to work on steadily with
every such person for the
accomplishment of their pur-
pose’.
- ‘The Werking—Men's -Asso-
ciation’ retorted Harney, ‘are
as an engine in the hands of
some designing enemies . . .
of the working millions, whose
endeavour is to concentrate,

by the establishment of this

and such other light delusions,
the abilities and energies of the
people, and then to vilify their
effects.’

But the limited aims of
Lovett and Place were super-
seded as the campaign was
taken up by thousands of
workers in the towns and vil-
lages of Yorkshire and Lanca-
shire.

Social

And it was a movement
which rapidly assumed a social
character.

To win the Charter was to
overthrow the system of priv-
ate property, a conclusion
which became clear to both
sections of the ruling class as
well as the most advanced
Chartists.

The ultra-conservative
‘Blackwood’s Magazine’ ex-
pressed this fear that the vic-
tory of Chartism implied the

expropriation of private
property.
‘Within three weeks, it

declared in 1842, ‘were it
merely to earn their wages,
the new house of legislators
would have abolished all

Y
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evolution
In Britain

- WILLIAM LOVETT: A self-taught Cornish carpenter, he

became secretary of the first Chartist Convention.

funded property, under the
showy pretence of remitting to
the people that annual 30
millions of taxes requisite for
meeting the interests.. The
second step would be what
already they parade as an
‘“equitable  distribution” of
property.’

Property

Underlining the narrow base
on which the defence of

property- rested, “Blackwood’s~

Magazine’ in one .of its many
articles directed against the
franchise estimated:

‘Out of the 19 million heads
in this island not 300,000 are
connected with property suffi-
cient to ensure the conserva-
tive instincts and sympathies
of properties.’

And in 1848, during the next
great peak in Chartist activi-

ties, the same magazine out-
lined some of the expected
measures which could be
expected to follow the triumph
of the movement:

Knife-and-fork

‘Repudiation of state en-
gagements . . . confiscation of
property under the name of
graded income tax; the aboli-
tion of primogeniture in order
to ruin the landed interest; the
issue of assignats, in order o
sustain the state under the
shock to credit which such
measures would necessarily
occasion, might with confi-
dence be looked for.’

‘The question of universal
suffrage was,” declared the
Tory-Chartist. the Rev. J. R.
Stevens, ‘a  knife-and-fork
question.

Some pages from the history of the British
working class

BY PETER JEFFRIES

have declared their adherence
to what is called the People’s
Charter, but few care for
Universal Suffrage, Vote by
Ballot or Annual Parliaments.

‘The greater part feel the
hardship of their social con-
dition; they complain of their
hard toil and insufficient
wages, and imagine that Mr
Oastler or Mr Fielden (two
prominent Tory Chartists) will
lead them to a happy valley,
where their labour will be light
and their wages high.’

Grim picture

Lord Macaulay also painted
a grim picture of the England
of the future when property
rights would no longer be safe-
guarded by a parliament mono-
polized by those who had
property of their own to pro-
tect:

‘... A great community
of human beings—a vast people
would be called into existence
in @ new position; there would
be a depression, if not an
utter stoppage of trade, and
of all those vast engagemenits
of the country by which our
people were supported, and
how is it possible to doubt
that famine and pestilence
would come before long to
wind up the effects of such a
system. The best thing which
I can expect and which I
think everyone must see as a
result, is, that in some of the
desperate struggles which must
take place in such a state of
things, some strong military
despot must arise, and give
some sort of protection—soime
security to the property which
may remain.’

The basic force driving the
working class to fight indepen-
dently of the middle classes

RICHARD COBDEN, standing in the centre, addressin
League.

| would like information

Name

SOCIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGUE

Fill in the form below and send to
NATIONAL SECRETARY, SOCIALIST
LABOUR LEAGUE, 186A CLAPHAM
HIGH ST, LONDON SW4.

Address

‘If any man asked him what
he meant by universal suffrage,
he would tell him, he meant
to say that every working man
in the land had a right to
have a good coat and hat, a
good roof over his head, a
good dinner upon his table, no
more work than would keep
him in health, and as much
wages as would keep him in
plenty, and the enjoyment of
those pleasures of life which

a reasonable man could desire.’ .

Lord John Russell, as chief
of the Whig Ministry during
the debates on Reform, made
it clear, there was to be no
further extension of the suff-
rage to the working class, even
after the passing of the Re-
form Bill ‘because both those
who supported and those who
opposed it were like deter-
mined to go no further, but to
use their best endeavours to
preserve the renovated con-
stitution,
impaired’.

Lord John was also clear on
the social implications of the
Charter.

In his ‘Letter to the Electors
of Stroud’ he said:

‘Of the working classes who

entire and un-

g members of the anti-Corn Law

was the economic interests
which increasingly separated
it from the rest of society. -

The 1832 Reform Act
bitterly disappointed all those
who had hoped that it would
soon lead to an extension of
the vote to the working class.

The government elected
after 1832 immediately intro-
duced a series of measures
which further worsened the
dreadful conditions which the
working class had to endure.

Poor Law

Most notorious among these
was the Poor Law Amendment
Act of 1834 which established
in all areas workhouses — or
‘Bastilles’ as they were nick-
named — which from then on
were the only sources of relief
during times of unemployment,

. The violent struggle against
the Poor Law which followed
rapidly merged ‘with the
demands for the Charter.

‘What was the first act of
that Reformed Parliament?’
asked Bronterre O’Brien. ‘The
Coercion Bill for Ireland. What
was the last Act of the first

‘and other

session? The New Poor Law
for England. Why did that base
Parliament pass both these
acts? To place the labouring
classes of both countries at the
feet of the rich assasins, who
rob, brutalize, and enslave the
populations of both. It is in the
nature of things that the
middle classes must be worse
than any other part of the
community.

‘The Reform Act admitted
the middle classes to a share
of that power which was
formerly engrossed by the
aristocracy . . . but what is the
consequence of the Reform
Act to us, the people?

‘Why, that the number of
our opponents, of those
interested to uphold the mono~
poly of legislative abuse, is
more than doubled; and, in-
stead of having the middle
classes on our side, making
common cause with us against
the aristocracy, we have to
oontend against a combination
of the aristocracy and the
middle order.’ (Chartist Pub-
lication, n.d.)

In addition, the reformed
House, reflecting the now
dominant interests of the Man-
chester manufacturing class,
steadfastly refused to intro-
duce any Factory Act which
would have limited the hours
of labour in the Lancashire
textile industry.

" The great advance which
Chartism represents in the his-
tory of the working class can
be seen in the sharp hostility
which existed between the
Chartist movement and the
Anti-Corn Law League, a capi-
talist body established in 1839
to fight to abolish all duties on
imported corn.

Despite periodic effonts on
the part of Richard Cobden
leaders of the
League to use Chartists as a
weapon to force repeal they
were unsuocessful.

Motives

Writing to a friend in 1841
Cobden made clear the cynical
motives of those in the middle
class who wanted some
alliance between the League
and the Chartists:

‘All present . .. were of
opinion that it would be desir-
able to keep the League dis-
tinct from the question — At
the same time there was an
impression that it would be
desirable to get as many indivi-
duals prominently engaged in
Corn Law agitation as possible
to sign in order to conciliate
thepeople...lamnottsom*y
to see Sturge (a supporter of
repeal and also a Chartist)
taking up this question. It will
be something in our rear to
frighten the Aristocracy. And
it will take the masses out of
the hands of their present
rascally leaders.’

Brickbat

C. P. Villiers, prominent
League member, writing to
J. B. Smith, who was the Presi-
dent of the Manchester Cham-
ber of Commerce, in 1840,
made this position very clear:

‘We had a meeting of the
London association on the
night of the Chartist meeting,
and I thought it not inappro-
priate to state as strongly as
I could my thorough con-
viction that the working
classes are those most in-
terested in the repeal of the
corn laws . . . My great object
in getting them (the working
class) to speak out is that I am
convinced that until they do
the Aristocracy will never
vield. I grieve to say that the
brickbat argument is the only
one that our nobles heed.’
But these tactics — which

had been successful in 1832—
could not be repeated.

With its constant jeers at
the ‘respectables’ ‘the Shopo-
crats’ and the ‘millocrats’ the
‘Northern Star’, with repeated
appeals to ‘fustian jackets,
blistered hands and unshorn
chins’ did much to foster a

!
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Trade union card 1833

deep hatred for the middle
class amongst the most mili-
tant Chartists. The ‘demand
for cheap corn was widely
understood to be only a pre-
text for cheap wages.

‘Monday mnext is to be the
-greatest day that ever York-
shire = saw,” declared the
‘Northern Star’. ‘Fustian
against broadcloth! The dignity
of nature against the distinc-
tion of wealth! . . . Not one
kid glove for either (Hammey
or Pitkiethly). Therefore Ilet
not a blister appear as a will-
ing brand by being held up for
Whig or Tory.’ s
Reporting on the situation

in Bolton in 1840, the ‘North-
ern Star’ made clear its aware-
ness of the strategy of sections
of the middle class:

‘The sham of agitating for ‘In
Household Suffrage by this Place
party (the League) appears to
be abandoned—and a desire to

jockied.’
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These books and articles were found useful in
preparing this series of articles. It is by no
means exhaustive, but should provide a good
starting point for anybody wishing to undertake
some further study of the matters raised in the
series.

Marx and Engels ‘On Biritain’.
Lenin, ‘On Britain'.

Both these items are indispensable. They
provide a selection of the more important
articles, speeches and letters by the founders
of Marxism on the problems of the British
working class in the 19th and early 20th
centuries.

Trotsky, ‘Where Is Britain Golng?":* A classical
study of the traditions in the British labour
movement, written on the eve of the General
Strike, but retaining all its freshness and
relevance.

Brlan Pearce ‘Some Past Rank-and-File Move-
- ments’: * A very useful study of the lessons of
past rank_ and file movements.

M. Woodhouse ‘Marxism and Stalinism In
Britain 1920-1926": * A series of articles appear-
ing in ‘Fourth International’, theoretical organ
of the International Committee of the Fourth
International, dealing with this crucial period in
the history of the British working class. The
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“go the whole hog” with the
people has been hinted at if
the Chartists will only change
—niot their principles, but their
name. It is said they wish
coalition and a committee of
individuals selected from both
parties has been appointed to
confer together. The middle
classes feel that the landed
aristocracy is too powerful for
them when umaided by the
working men . . . The Chartists
are quite alive to the move
and determined not to be

Disrupted

In fact the 1840s were to
see the campaign of the League
constantly disrupted by ‘the
activities of the Chartists.
London,’
writing
Thompson, ‘the interruption is
made and sustained from about

An artist's impression of
the inside of a work-
house.

120 to 200 men, many of them
youths. They go from place to
place where Anti-Corn Law
lectures are given; they make a
disgraceful broil, which is
reported in the ‘“Northemn
Star” as a ‘“‘glorious victory”.
These 150 men call themselves
the people and their im-
pudence and tyranny is with-
out example . . .

‘I have a letter before me
from the editor of the “Glas-
gow Argus” in which he says
“Nothing is done here in pub-
lic. The Chartists have put
down public speaking”.’

‘1 have seen many up-
roarious meetings,” wrote Place
to John Collins, the Birming-
ham ‘mortal force’ Chartist
who had been imprisoned with
Lovett in 1841, ‘but I never
saw anything which would
bear even a distant compari-
son with what I saw last night.
I was very much vexed at and
very much ashamed of, the
people before me. There I sat
thinking of the terrible evils
of the French Revolution in its
earlier periods, and sure I am
that if the men who composed
by far the greater portion of
the audience were not res-
trained by ‘“their fellow sub-
jects”, the policeman and the
soldiers, all the horrors and
the worst scenes in the French
Revolution, all its monstrous
cruelties and enormous evils of
every kind would be outdone
by the men whose hands -
would speedily commit them.’

Gain

Whatever its actual course,
this was the great gain of
Chartism and hence Lenin’s
description of Chartism as the
‘first broad and politically-

organized proletarian-revolu-
tionary movement of the
masses’.

‘Six or sevemn years ago’ de-
clared James Williams address-
ing a Chartist meeting in
Sunderland in 1838 ‘they had
met on that ground for the
attainment of what they
thought would be freedom.
They joined the middle class
that were then struggling for
their rights. They obtained for
them political freedom, and
they trusted to their gratitude
for assisting to secure the
rights of the great masses of
the community—they had been
deceived, but they now stood
forward together again in their -
own right and majesty and
again they would triumph.’

@ In our next article we shall
examine the reasons why
Chartism was unable, in the
conditions of the 1840s, to
effect this triumph which many
of its leaders hoped for and
expected.

complained
to Colonel
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first two parts are of particular value for the
subjects discussed in these articles.

S&B Webb ‘A History of Trade Unlonism’: A
classical study of the emergence and develop-
ment of trade unionism. Although openly Fabian
in its approach, still the basic work from which
all other studies must still start.

A. Briggs (ed) ‘Chartist Studies: A series of
articles dealing with the regional background to
Chartism. Useful material on the relationship of
Chartism to the Anti-Corn Law League.

M. Hovell, ‘The Chartist Movement’: Despite its
distortions, still a useful book for the basic
facts' of the Chartist movement, especially in its
earlier period.

A. R. Schoyen, ‘The Chartist Challenge’: A lively
study of George Julian Harney, one of the
prominent ‘physical force’ Chartists.

G. Wallace ‘The Life of Francls Place’: An old
work, written by a prominent early Fabian.
Provides a good insight into the role of
radicalism in the early working-class movement.

R. J. Harrison ‘Before the Soclallsts’: A series
of specialist studies in working-class politics,
1860-1880. Useful work which tries to overcome
some of the distortions of Stalinist historians.

A. Saville, ‘Ernest Jones’: A brief -account of
Jones’s life and its relationship to Marx. Also
includes a selection of Jones's articles, letters
and speeches.

G. Dangerfield, ‘The Strange Death of Liberal
England’.

* These books and pamphlets available from
New Park Publications Limited, 186a Clapham
High Street, London, SW4.
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Martial
law In
Cambodia

MARTIAL LAW was proclaimed yesterday in
.Cambodia by the pro-US Lon Nol regime.

Complacency

® FROM PAGE ONE

worthless leadership—if we
lose it will be a serious set-
back.

We warn all Labour
supporters that the
greatest weapon of the
Tories is complacency in
Labour’s ranks; a com-
placency that is being
sedulously fed by ‘the
‘opinion’ polls and the
Tory press. -
Wars are not decided by

histrionic gestures and elec-
tions are mnot won by
promises and speeches.

If the Toriés are to be
beaten—forever—then the

working class must arm
itself with the heavy wea-
pons of socialist policy now
so that
conquer the class enemy,
but it can also frustrate the
betrayals and retreats of its
cowardly and treacherous
Fabian general staff.

Replace

Today we will defeat the
enemy, tomorrow we will
replace the ‘generals’ with a
new leadership which will
not betray the trust of its
ranks.

@ Make June 18 a day to
remember by smashing the

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

NOTTINGHAM

‘Beat the Tories’
Thursday, June 4, 7.30 p.m.

People’s Hall
Heathcote St

BIRMINGHAM
‘The General Election and
the Economic Crisis’
Thursday, June 4, 8 p.m.
The Wellington

Cnr of
Bristol St/Brcmsgrove St

COVENTRY
‘Beat the Tories’

Thursday, June 4, 7.30 p.m.

Shakespeare Inn
Spoon St

Tories!

@ Build the revolutionary
alternative fto Fabianism
and Stalinism,

Pilkington
22 to go

@ FROM PAGE ONE

and that every endeavour
would be made to remove
present tensions . ..’

The fac. that neither
Feather nor the G&EMWU has
made any effort to take deci-
sive action against the redun-
dancy threat should dispel
any lingering illusions the
committee may have when
they meet Feather tomorrow.

Another pertinent question
is whether the AEF proposes
to act against the sackings,
which it can only do effec-
tively by mobilizing its sup-
port in other factories in the
area. .

it can not only -

NOW

ITS UP TO YOU

L

B waw e o Y

election weeks.

inclusive to :

I Name ....................ocl,

I Address ..........c.ooieiiiiiiiint,

We are absolutely convinced that our clrculation
can be considerably Increased over the next three

You have the opportunity to introduce new readers
by using our speclal election offer of 18 issues by post
commencing June 1 for 15s.

Get your new reader to fill in the form below and posl
with 15s to:

Speclal Election Offer, Workers Press
186A Clapham High Street
London, SW4.

_ ] L] L] N —— R ——— N —— T

Please send Workers Press from June 1

to June 20

Postal order/cheque for 15s enclosed.

—————————J

LATE NEWS

POLICE TO PATROL POLLS
Special police arrangéments
have been made to prevent
disorder at eléction meetings
of controversial figures like
Enoch Powell.

When one of the more ‘con-
troversial’ figures is ‘canvass-
ing, police will be alerted and
will offer protection if needed.

Other police will be stand-

ing by to prevent disturbances -

at all candidates’ committee

rooms.

REYROLLE IN US LINK

Reyrolle Parsons, heavy elec-
trical equipment makers, is

egistered as a newspaper at the

gosgt Office. Published by Workers

Press, 186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W.4.

Printed by Plough Press Ltd. (TU),

180b Clapham }S{i\{;‘}\43treet, London,

linking up with the North
American Rockwell Corpora-
 tion to market, manufacture
and service turbines and gen-
erators in the US, the com-
pany announced yesterday.

STORK UP

The prices of three margarine
brands and twb cooking fat
brands were put up today by
manufacturers Van Den
Berghs.

They are Stork, Blue Band,
Echo, Cookeen and White
Cap.

BRITAIN MAKES FEWER
CARS

industry pro-
exported fewer

Britain’s car
duced and
cars in April.

Production 1in the four
weeks to May 3 averaged
34,190 a wek, compared with
35,616 a week in the same
period last year.

Exports fell from a monthly
total of 19,699 in last year’s
five-week périod to 14,674

- this years.

_burgh, Glasgow area:

The decree provides
for death by firing
squad for any act ‘aiding
and abetting the enemy’,
the ‘enemy’ being not
the Nixon and Saigon
invading forces, but
the Cambodian libera-
tion fighters.

The decree also listed

severe  penalties for
listening to ' Peking,
Hanoi and National

Liberation Front radio
broadcasts—a sure sign

THE Thailand government
is to send ‘volunteers’ to
Cambodia for the defence
of Phnom Penh, it was
announced in Bangkok yes-
terday. Thailand’s Prime
Minister Field  Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn said
 that this would allow the
Lon Nol regime to deploy
its hard-pressed troops else-
where.

that the regime fears
the impact of anti-
government propaganda
on the mass of the
Cambodian people.

From San Clemente,
California, it is reported
that Nixon will make an
‘interim report’ on the
Cambodian invasion —
probably on Wednesday
— in a television broad-
cast to the nation.

Israelis retaliate

ISRAELI jets attacked
Egyptian positions along the
Suez Canal yesterday after
last weekend’s series of suc-
cessful Egyptian commando
raids, in which 13 Israeli sol-
diers were killed and two
taken prisoner.

WEATHER

London area, SE, central
southern and SW England, E
and W Midlands, Channel
Islands, central northern Eng-
land: Dry. Sunny periods.
Wind light variable. Very
warm. Maximum 24C (75C).
NW England, N Ireland, Edin-
Dry.
Sunny periods. Wind SW,
light or moderate. Very warm.
Maximum 20C (68F). °
Outlook for Wednesday and
Thursday: Mostly dry and
very warm with sunny periods.

China
war

Kent eye-witness says

Workers’ action
can end Indo-

NINE HUNDRED universities
and colleges in the United States
are still on strike—a month after

the invasion of Cambodia and the

BY JOHN SPENCER

THE PERSIAN GULF

monopolies.

The immediate reason for
this display of force was a
dispute between the Cali-
fornia-based Occidental Oil
Co., with concessions to drill
in the offshore waters of
Umm al Quaywayn and the
sheikdom of Ajman, and an-
other American company,
Buttes Gas and Oil.

Buttes claims the right to
drill in the same areas as part
of the territorial waters of
Sharjah, yet another feudal
territory.

Confusion
Buttes’ team of lawyers,
acting in the name of the
State of Sharjah, recently
claimed sovereignty up to 12
miles around the island of

Czech workers
refuse to
collaborate

@ FROM PAGE ONE

completed, which is only 11
per cent of the annual target
. The number of flats
newly started is lower than
the figures for the same
period of last year . . .

Like ‘private-car ownership’,
housing will be allocated
according to political criteria
as well as those based on
need.

These are the weapons the
Stalinist bureaucracy  has
traditionally used to win the
support of social layers stand-
ing between the top Party
leaders and the working class.

Tightening

Leaning on the occupying
Soviet forces and the cor-
rupted and most privileged
layers of the middle class,
the bureaucracy is at the
same time tightening the
screws on the working class:

‘The government considers
it very important to continue
strengthening state discipline,
economic and labour discip-
line, beginning with the
highest organs of direction...

‘In the field of public pro-
secution and the courts
changes . have been carried
out, as is known, in the
senior and Party organs and
a cadre consolidation is pro-
ceeding in all sectors.

‘In the Security Corps, far-
reaching work is going on to
raise political, expert and
technical preparedness. .

‘Bourgeois propaganda is
continually trying to discredit
our striving for law and order

by spreading lies about the
preparation of trumped-up
accusations and show trials
in Czechoslovakia.

‘These slanders and lies
cannot divert us from the
basic purpose of our policy.

‘We shall protect the legal
security of citizens, but at
the same time we demand
that everybody must respect
the laws of our Republic and
be guided by them.

‘We shall not hesitate to
employ all means supplied by
the law and against anybody
who violates the interests of
socialist society protected by
law . . . (Emphasis added.)

This statement coincides
with the announcement by the
Slovak Prosecutor General,
Dr Michal Bencik, that ‘the
law on judicial rehabilitation
{for those framed under pre-
vious Stalinist purges and
‘trials’] was prepared as a
result of intensive pressure
of right-wing-opportunist and
counter-revolutionary forces.’

Admission
Strougal’s speech is an
open admission that his
regime is rejected by the

majority of the Czech people.
It survives only by bribing

its allies and intimidating its

working-class enemies.
Despite the claims of the

Kremlin and its apologists
within the international
workers’ movement, this

regime has nothing to do with
communism,

It is in fact a throw-back
to the most degenerate forms
of Stalinist counter-revolution.

Sheik Zayad, ruler of the oil-rich Trucial State of Abu Dubai
(foreground). Behind him, to the right, sits the power behind
the scenes, the British Military Adviser.

British guns
police oil
squabble

A BRITISH NAVY frigate, supported by RAF aircraft,
took up its position in the Persian Gulf at the weekend
off the tiny sheikdom of Umm al Quaywayn, one of
the seven Trucial States whose feudal rulers survive
as puppets of the British government and the oil

BY A FOREIGN REPORTER

Abu Musa, right in the middle
of this narrow section of the
Gulf.

This claim throws into some
confusion the legal niceties
through which the woil barons
of Europe and America pump
out billions of dollars worth
of oil every year, throwing a
few crumbs to keep the feudal
sheiks and their relatives in
luxury, and protecting their
interests with ‘mutual’ defence
treaties, and British Political
Residents to supervise the
areas in practice.

With the withdrawal of
British forces from the Persian
Gulf proper, presently planned
by the Wilson government for
1971, the oil companies hope
to maintain their control
through the powers of the
Federation of Arab Emirates,
consisting of the Trucial
States (Abu Dhabi, Ajman,
Dubai, Fujairah, Ras al
Khaimah, Sharjah, Kalma and
Umm al Quaywayn) together
with Bahrain and Quatar.

The absolute rulers of these
territories will hold the Presi-
dency of the Federation in
turns and supervise the
policing of the area with
native forces trained and led
by British ‘contracted’ officers.

Daily action

British forces and ‘advisers’,
including RAF Canberra
bombers, will remain in the
Sultanate of Muscat and
Oman, immediately South of
the Trucial states, where they
are in daily action against the
forces of the Popular Front.

The biggest threat to the oil
monopolies within the Federa-
tion comes in Bahrein, where
thousands of refinery and
dock workers struck during
Israel’s ‘six-day war’ on the
Arab peoples in 1967.

Rivalries between the vari-
ous powers involved—Britain,
America, Iran and Saudi
Arabia — come second to the
determination of imperialism
not to be driven out by the
people of the Arabian penin-
sula.

When British forces were
driven out of Aden by Yemeni
liberation fighters the alarm
was sounded.

No methods are too brutal
for the British forces in
Muscat and Oman, who bomb
villages, crops and herds in an
attempt to destroy the resis-
tance of the population.

These forces and the Royal
Navy in the Gulf are being
held ready to ‘protect’ the
rest of SE Arabia at the first
sign of ‘trouble’.

The British labour move-
ment must demand the
immediate withdrawal of all
British troops from the
Middle East, including the
‘unofficial’ officer corps Te-
cruited by the native rulers.

cold-blooded shooting of students
on the campuses of Kent State
and Atlanta Universities.

The student move-
ment is receiving grow-
ing support in the
working class, according
to an eye-witness of the
Kent State massacre
who was in London last
week.

He is 2l-year-old Fred
Kirsch, a third-year psycho-
logy student at Kent State,
and a member of the Stu-
dent Mobilization Commit-
tee.

Kirsch, who says he
almost got shot himself
when National Guardsmen
opened fire on students
demonstrating against the
Vietnam war, does not
blame the National Guard
for the killings.

‘They just panicked.
They'’re taught 15 different
ways to quell riots and they
just didn’t use any of them.

SCAPEGOAT

‘No doubt Nixon will try
and find a scapegoat to dis-
cipline for the shootings.
We’re not going to support
that. We think Nixon and
governor Rhodes should be
disciplined.

‘We just couldn’t believev

it when they opened fire,’
Kirsch says. ‘We thought
they were using blanks.
And then students began to
fall down all over the
place . . .

‘T saw one student hold-
ing his girl-friend. She’d
been hit in the stomach,
and he kept shouting
“She’s dead, she’s dead”
. . . She was dead.

‘We were evacuated so
fast after the killings, no-
body had time to react. We
were all so shocked. Myself,
I just didn't wunderstand
what had happened.’

The Guardsmen who
carried out the Kent shoot-
ings were very mnervous,
Kirsch adds.

SPREADING

‘They had just spent
three days up on the local
freeway, trying to stop
striking Teamsters from
throwing rocks at scab

trucks. They thought they
could get away with it with
the students more than with
the workers.’ .

Kirsch sees the fight
against the war spreading
rapidly into the working
class:

‘In the past you've seen
students taking part in
draft-dodging, giving up
their course and so on. But
now workers are being
forced to make the same
sacrifices. Their sons die in
the war.

‘The working class in the
United States suddenly
woke up and opened up
their ears when the four
white students were killed.

‘It could have been their
sons and daughters,” he
said.

SOLIDARITY

‘The workers are against
the same things that the
students are against, but
they just don’t bother to go
out on the streets and pro-
test.

‘We’ve had messages of
solidarity from auto
workers, Teamsters and
postal workers—we helped
the postal workers on their
picket lines when they were
on strike,” he added.

‘The Teamsters go on

strike because of inflation.
They just can’t make it on
their wages anymore. And
what causes inflation but
this goddam war?
. ‘T can see work stoppages
in the future against the
war. That’s the only way
it'll be stopped. You can’t
fight a war unless there’s
someone to pay for it.’

_Kirsch scotched one press
distortion about the US
workers’ attitude to the
war: the massive publicity
given to the ‘hard-hat’ con-
struction workers  who
demonstrated their loyalty
to Nixon in New York

SET-UP

‘We regard this as a set-
up,” he said. ‘That crowd

didn’t represent the
majority of working
people. Wholesale Union

. president David Livingston

called them hooligans. I
think he was right.’

On his return to the
United States, Kirsch faces
drafting to Vietnam.

‘T could be drafted any
day now,” he told Workers
Press. ‘I don’t want to fight
an illegal genocidal war.

‘Nixon can’t win the war
unless he has the support of
the people. He’s got troops
over there who don’t want
to be there. You can’t win
a war unless you have
dedication and his troops
don’t have it.’

)

Fred Kirsch from Kent State University, Ohio, who was

speaking in London last weekend.

Colombian
communists
threatened

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

COLOMBIAN forces of

responsibilities at least as weighty as investigating

allegations against visiting

While the British press
concentrated its attention on
the misfortunes of Bobby
Moore, a vast witch-hunt got
under way last week against
left-wing political organiza-
tions, and in particular the
Colombian Communist Party.

Leading the pack are the
extreme reactionaries among
the senior army officers.

They have used a series of
‘confessions’ extracted from
Oscar Reyes, a captured guer-
rilla fighter, in which the CP
leadership is accused of direct
responsibility for the out-
lawed guerrilla movements.

‘Orders’

Reyes is alleged to have
said he obeyed the orders of
Gilberto Vieira, CP general
secretary arrested in 1967,
but released when no evidence
matured.

Military leaders are de-
manding the CP be banned,
that its leaders be tried for
‘subversion’ and that all books
‘of Marxist inspiration’ be
prohibited.

Reasons for the witch-hunt
are not far to seek.

Popular opposition to the
regime of President Lleros,
and the military thugs which
stand behind it, is rising.

It was expressed in sizeable
CP gains in the April 19
elections, the full results of

which have still not been
published.
In this = situation the

employers are moving to dis-

pense with the facade of
‘democratic rights’ and to
ban workers’ representatives
from parliament and local
government. ’
I.O.S.
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their publication will only

further undermine confidence.

Rothschilds of London re-
fused any help at the onset
of the crisis when Cornfeld
would not allow them to look
at the books.

Another factor deterring
the merchant banks is the
dominant  position  which
Cornfeld, former IOS boss,
still holds within the empire.

With a 12 per cent share-
holding he still remains a key
figure in any negotiations
after the demise of Mr John
M. King.

Whether the entry of the
European and American
governments can now succeed
or not, IOS is unlikely to
survive in its present form,
with a central Geneva-based
board controlling all opera-
tions.

Any government help will
only be given in return for
a break of the present struc-
ture with much more strict
supervision of IOS activities
in each country.

‘law-and-order’

have other

footballers.

Few
watch
Franco
parade

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

FRANCO’S ‘victory par-
ade’; held every year to
celebrate the defeat of the
Spanish Republic in the
Civil War, was watched
by smaller crowds than
ever last Sunday.

Observers noted that while
the amount of military equip-
ment on show was double
that of last year, the attend-
ance was about half.

Among those present were
Sir John Russell, Wilson’s
Ambassador to Franco, and
Robert Hill, US representative
in Spain.

Not known

The whereabouts during the
parade of the Polish, Hun-
garian and Rumanian Am-
bassadors, whose governments
have recently awarded diplo-
matic recognition to Franco’s
fascist regime, is not known.

Machine-tool
CrisiS behind
£10m loan

@® FROM PAGE ONE

tool firms which are finding
it hard to compete with over-
seas tool-makers.

The British machine-tool
industry still produces only
£153 million-worth of pro-
ducts—W Germany produceés
£364 million-worth — every
year.

It is severely affected by
the cyclical way in which
machine-tool orders come in.

Troops move on
Argentinian

A MASSIVE police clamp-
down in Argentina has
followed the kidnapping of
former dictator Pedro
Aramburu, deposed at the
1958 elections.

At the same time troops
were moved into the provinces
of Cordoba, Santa-Fe and
Tucuman at the weekend in
preparation for action against
strikers.

Undoubtedly the Kkidnap-
ping of Aramburu has been
used by the military General
Ongania’s regime as the pre-
text for a general mobilization
of state forces.

In Cordoba, where the gov-
erment last week shut dowmn
all three universities for an
indefinite period, the main
trade union body (CGT) has
been forced by rank-and-file
pressure to call a ‘week of
resistance’ to government op-
pression, and in commemora~
tion of Maximo Mena and
other workers killed by police
inn May 1969.

Resistance

Cordoba, and particularly
‘the Renault car plant there, is
the centre of resistance to the
political attacks on the work-
ing class and the incomes
policy agreed between the
government and right-wing
trade union officials, whereby
all wages must be negotiated
with the state.

The government has res-
ponded with persecution of
representatives of the labour
movement in Cordoba, jailing
Garzon Maceda, a trade union
lawyer, and Jacobo Tieffem-
berg of the university tea-
chers’ union.
~ Strikers clashed with riot
police at the weekend, and
shops and cars were damaged
in street fighting.

As Minister of the Interior
Imaz ordered reinforcements
into the city, barricades were
erected in the working-class
districts to repel attacks.

Special conference

At the same time a special
conference at Rosario brought
together governors of the
major provinces and senior
officials of the police, armed
forces and intelligence ser-
vices to make plans for co-
ordinating their forces against
the working class.

The national CGT con-
ference, scheduled for last
Friday, has been postponed

for at least a month. )
As the Argentinian ruling

strikers

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT.

class prepare their attempt to
break the working class, they
are backed to the full by
American and European
capitalism, determined to pro-
tect and keep profitable their
holdings in both industry and
agriculture.

Protege

Ongania himself is a protégé
of the Americans, having first
come into political promi-
nence when he demanded that
an Argentinian detachment
support the CIA-organized
suppression of the revolt
against the dictatorship in the
Dominican Republic in 1965.

Heath

@ FROM PAGE ONE
and well-written’ he had read.
Of course the party didn’t
agree with it—particularly its
insistence on uncontrolled
immigration and workers’ con-
trol—and had its own mani-
festo for the election.
Copies of the ‘interesting
and well-written” document
were not distributed.

Slip
@ Defending the late dis-
closures of his time-table of

election  meetings, Harold
Wilson let slip the following:
‘We shall give enough

notice to people in the area
to be able to get there, but
not so much that they become
the targets for busloads of
people to come from all over
the country to demonstrate.’

Pound slips in
Canada dollars

scramble

The pound slipped back on
the London foreign exchange
markets yesterday in the wake
of a hectic scramble for
Canadian dollars.

For the first time since
January 21, the pound dipped
to below its parity with the
US dollar. )

The selling of sterling for
Canadian dollars follows the
Canadian government’s de-
cision at the weekend to let
their‘currency ‘float’.

For Socialist policies!
To keep the Tories out!

BIRMINGHAM YOUNG SOCIALISTS
DEMONSTRATION

Vote Labour June 18!
Expose Wilson!
Birmingham, Saturday, June 13

Assemble 2.30 p.m. Waterloo Street, near Victoria Sq.
March to YMCA, Constitution Hill.

Public Meeting 4.30 p.m. followed by Discotheque.
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