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THE ELECTION campaign has shown that the
Tory government is hated throughout the coun-
try. The reasons for this hatred are obvious:

Unemployment: Up by 1.5 million under Thatcher.
Five million people are now out of work — when
fiddles with the figures and the 750,000 on government
so-called training schemes are counted.

Since 1979, two million jobs
have gone in manufacturing
industry. Over 400,000 have
disappeared in other sectors,
including 100,000 in coal.

Housing: A record 300,000
households are on council
waliting lists. Local Author-
ity house building has vir-
tually stopped. Meanwhile
400,000 building workers are
unemployed. Thousands of
young people are homeless,
forced to sleep out on the
streets of London and other
big cities every night, winter
and summer.

The Health Service: Under
Thatcher 36,000 hospital
beds have been cut. Waiting
lists grow while the rich
avold queues through pri-
vate health care schemes. In
London alone the Tories
have closed 35 hospitals.

The educational system:
This has been broken up by
the Tories. They now plan to
‘privatise’ the schools and
bring back the Grammar
Schools. Those with money
will be able to buy an educa-
tion for their children, while
thousands more working
class children will be driven
onto Tory cheap labour
schemes.

The trade unions: Shackled
by Tory anti-union laws.
Scabs have been given the
right to cross picket lines.
The collective bargaining
rights of teachers have been
abolished. The Tories have
mobilised the forces of the
state, 1ncluding specially
trained riot police, against
the miners, printers and
other sections of the working
class. If returned, the Tories
will press alead with their
legal attacks against the un-

Tory Public Order- Act
places the right to assembly
and demonstration in the
hands of the police. The
Tories are also determined
to scrap the jury system, as
they have done in the north
of Ireland.

The question worrying
many Labour voters is:
given the Tory record, why
1s Labour by no means cer-
tain of victory in the elec-
tion? After eight years of
misery why is there the
threat of a third Tory gov-
ernment?

The answer lies in the na-
ture of the Labour lead-
ership. Millions of workers
and sections of the middle
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leaders! Build revolutionary
soclalist alternative!

class have fought the
Thatcher government from
the day it was elected. These
struggles have been bet-
rayed by the Labour and
trade union leaders. This
leadership supports the capi-
talist system and stands four
square with the ruling class
in the struggle to defeat all
those fighting against the
government. In a period of
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deepening economic Crisis,
Kinnock and company have
come out openly against the
working class, on the side of
the. Tories.

® Thatcher was able to
build on the attacks already
launched against the work-
ing class by the Wilson-
Callaghan governments be-
fore 1979.

® Throughout the period of
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Tory government the Labour
and trade union leaders have
capitulated completely to
Thatcher.

@ They grovelled before her
during the Malvinas war
against Argentina. — thanks
to this cowardly support the
Tories won the last election.

® They joined in Tory
attacks against the miners,
denouncing those who fought
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for their jobs and communi-
ties against Thatcher.

@® They refused to lift a fin-
ger in defence of the year-
long fight of the Wapping
printers.

® Kinnock has tried to drive
from the Labour Party all
those opposed to his plans —
Labour councillors who have
fought Tory cuts, those de-
fending the right of Black
Sections in the Party.

We call for the maximum
Labour vote in the election.
This is the only means im-
mediately available of re-
moving the Tory govern-
ment. This 1s why we are
opposed to groups such as
the Red Front standing
candidates against Labour
in this election.

We know that many work-
ers still have hopes In a
Labour government. To test
out these hopes a series of
immediate demands must be
placed on a future Labour
government:

We consider these the cri-
tical demands:

® Abolish every anti-union
law and ensure complete in-
dependence of the unions
from the state:

@® Scrap cheap labour
schemes which have been
used to exploit tens of
thousands of young people;

10NS.

| Poll Tax: Thatcher has
| announced that the rates are
f to be abolished and replaced

- ® Initiate a public works

: - programme financed by
. - § slashing arms expenditure;
- § © End privatisation and re-
nationalise privatised firms:;

® Abolish MI5 and similar
bodies, whose continued ex-
e istence is a threat to the
is future of the working class

and to civil liberties: -

by a poll tax — a standard
charge on everybody over
18, whatever their income.
The heaviest burden will fall
on the poor; even those on
state benefits will have to
pay a fifth of the tax.

Democratic rights:The
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STUDENTS rallied to protest against police torture in Seoul, south Korea, th
week: as they left, their path was blocked by riot police. See report page 7

® TURN TO PAGE 2
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PAGE 2 Workérs Press

DELEGATES to NUPE's
annual conference in
- §earborough (17-20 May)
who didn’t want to see
Labour’s election band-

wagon rocked went home
happy.

This was the 60th annual
conference of the National
Union of Public Employees,
and my first. After seeing
both the platform and the
' floor in action I couldn’t help
feeling that the platform had
the conference mapped out
long before the left had their
resolutions into head office.

Joyce Winsett, in her pres-
idential address, quoted
from an emergency resolu-
tion to the union’s first-ever
conference:

“This Conference pledges
its full and enthusiastic sup-
port to the Labour Party 1n
the forthcoming General
 Election, and we call upon
them to immediately rescind
the anti-trade union Bill, and

to immediately repeal the |

Local Audit Bill which has
resulted in grave injustices
to a large number of muni-
cipal employees and des-
troyed the principle of demo-
cracy.’

That was in 1929, shortly
before socialist pioneer
Ramsay MacDonald became
prime minister. What hap-
pened to the Bills mentioned
in the resolution I don’t
know, but 1 can guess.

Kinnock has removed the
need to guess what is going
to happen to identical de-
mands today.

On unemployment a state-

ment was issued by the ex-.

ecutive, entitled: ‘A job to be
done* (no, not on the Tories).
Point 5 of this action plan
begins: ‘Rethink our ideas
about what kind of work peo-

ple want to do and how work

is organised.’ Like the other
points it doesn’t question
capitalism’s property rights.
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TONY GODFREY
REPORTS FROM THE
NUPE CONFERENCE

The issues where the union

<Jeaders met opposition were

the traditional ones: accoun-
tability of officers; fairer

- and more democratic elec-

tions.

All the resolutions fell, not
necessarily because the spir-
it of what they were calling
for didn’t find sympathy
among delegates, but owing
to the total lack of fore-
thought when they were
drafted.

What I mean by that is the
- simple inclusion in a resolu-

tion of something that the EC
can use to say: ‘We are re-
commending a vote against
because of the cost’, or ‘This
will be an administrative
nightmare’. -

it has to be realised that
union leaders still command

an enormous amount of

trust, loyalty and confidence
among the rank and file.

Not every worker feels

betrayed by the leadership.

Many workers feel that it 1s
the Tories’ strength, not
their leaders’ treachery,

‘that is theif enemy.

The leaders do manage to

ull some seemingly amaz-
ing strokes*when
vote is called for.

The best example of this at
the NUPE conference was
on the resolution calling for
NUPE delegates to the TUC
to pursue the demand for the
EETPU to call its members

~at Wapping out on strike, or

e loyalty

‘as Trotskyists.

" Throw out

- Thatcher

'@ FROM PAGE 1

® Leave NATO, close down
American war bases, and
scrap nuclear weapons; the
danger of a third world war
- does not come from the
‘Soviet Union. It arises from
the capitalist system which

has plunged humanity into

two worl
century.

® Withdraw troops from the
occupied north of Ireland,

wars during this

and release Irish prisoners

of war,;

® Break diplomatic and
financial links with South
Africa and take punitive me-
asures against firms who
continue to trade with the
apartheid regime,;

@ Abolish racist immigra-.

tion laws,
@ Release all jailed miners:

they are class war prisoners,
jailed by the Tories;

The question remains:
whoever wins the election
the acute problems facing
the working class — rising

‘unemployment, homeless-

ness, the collapse of the wel-
fare state, the destruction of
the education system, the

attack on democratic rights

— will remain.

Millions of workers will be |

forced to fight on all these
issues against any govern-

ment elected on 11 June —
Labour, Conservative or .

Coalition.

For this struggle a prog-
ramme of action is decisive.
The Workers Revolutionary
Party has presented such a
programme for discussion in
the working class move-
ment. We urge you to study it
atnd let us have your views on
it.

@® SeeOur programme of ac-
tion for the crisis — P 8

Workers Revolutionary Party

T Meetings |

| . Down With Thatcher!

@ Vote Labour!
| ® No Confidence in Labour Traitors!
@ Build Revolutionary Socialist Alternative!
Thursday, 4 June 7.30p.m.
The Cariton Centre, Granville Road, NW6
Wednesday, 10 June 7.30p.m.
The Highway Club, Dellow Street, E1
" (by invitation — see. leaflet)

- .. ... .nearest tube: Shadwell: (Cable Street). .. -

be expelled from the TUC.

The EC called for a vote
against this on the grounds

that ‘other unions don’t

’

agree with us’, and by a
two-to-one show of hands it
was defeated!

In the sectional meetings,
where ~delegates were dis-
cussing issues closer to
home, the picture was totally

different.

No amount of pleading by
the leadership was going to
persuade anybody involved
in a fight at grass-roots level
to give up. And the loyalty
vote was, without question,
for the members involved 1n

a fight.

Resolutions at confer-
ences, like governments in
parliament, don’t decide the
future of the working class.
This conference met when

the the coming election was

dominating most people’s
thinking., Ranks closed, and
the leadership had an easy
job controlling conference.

~ The overwhelming major-
ity of delegates know what to
expect if the Tories get back
in. They expressed a belief
that, 'if Labour do get in,
things at least won’t get
worse. ~ ;

What happens to the loyal-
ty vote then will be deter-

" mined by the way we go

forward to build a revolu-
tionary socialist movement

.
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‘Spuddy’ sp

SCOTLAND YARD has
banned police thugs from
wearing ties gloating
over their violent attacks

on sacked printworkers
at Rupert Murdoch’s
‘Fortress Wapping’.

The unsavoury Iltems
carry an emblem show-
ing a kangaroo (Murdoch

LISTINGS are published

free by WORKERS PRESS

each week for organisa-
tions in the labour move-
ment. Please send details
to arrive by mid-day Mon-
day for publication the fol-
lowing Thursday.

NON-STOP PICKET OF
SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE For
the release of Nelson Mandela
and all political prisoners in
South Africa. For sanctions
against the racist South African
government. Outside South Afri-
ca House, Trafalgar Square.
Organised by City of London
Anti-Apartheid.

‘CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE

planning meetings every Tues-
day at 7.30p.m. Stoke Newing-
ton Community Centre, Leswin
Road, N16. All weicome. Con-

tact: Box CAPR, 83 Blackstock

Road. N4 (01-991 2938).

BRING BACK VICTORIA WIL-
| LJIAMS! Campaign meetings,
7.30p.m., secon

UCA, Acton Technical College,
 Mill Hill Road, W3. - -

REPRESSION (CAPR) Weekly

and fourth
Wednesdays of every month.

Pig tie han
is AuStralian) ruling over
'a moat and castle sur-

rounded by barbed wire.
Emblazoned underneath
is the slogan of the noto-

‘rious French riot squads:

‘Cordon Sanitaire’.

It is reported that, de-
spite the ‘on duty’ ban,
over 200 of the ties have
been made.

TALK POLITICS WITH THE
RCG Weekly discussion meet-
ings every Sunday 7p.m. Con-

way Hall, Red Lion Square,

WCH.

20 YEARS OF THE OCCUPA-
TION OF WEST BANK AND
GAZA Conference, Saturday 6
June, 10.a.m.-5p.m. Speakers
include Faisal Aweida (PLO),
Amnon Zichroni, Akram Han-
niyeh (deported editor), Harry
Cohen MP, and West Bank
trade unionists. Org. by ‘Pales-
tine Post’. At Royal Common-
wealth Society, 18 Northumber-
land Avenue, WC2 (nearest
tube Charing Cross). Followed
by Social in the evening.

NUJ SAYS SOM RAJ MUST
STAY Stop the Deportations!

National March Saturday 6

June. Assemble 12 noon West
Park, Wolverhampton. March to
Civic Centre for Rally. (Further
details: Ray George 0902
735295.)

SOLIDARITY WITH MICHEL
WARSHAWSKY Halt political
repression in ‘Israel and Occu-
pied territories! Public meeting
organised by Campaign for
Freedom of E '

Palestinians and Israelis (CFE-

BY JOHN OWEN

BILLY BUTLER, Radio
Merseyside DJ, is the latest
scab to cross the picket line
at Liverpool’s Mote House
hotel.

The dispute, over trade un-

ion recognition, is now in its
seventh week. Over 62 have
been sacked for joining the
Transport and General

eaks

21, who was the chef there,
has been the picket-line com-
edian, keeping up the morale
during the dispute. He told

‘Workers Press:

‘For 14 years it was in the
hands of Holiday Inn and
there wasn’t any hassle.
They had bonus schemes for
the staff and a free weekend
at any of the Holiday Inn
hotels of your choice. This
ended when Mote House took

— served 11 years;

Expression of

Workers’ Union.

The guests in the hotel are
complaining about the poor
conditions, and generally

supporting the pickets.

One of the strikers,
Michael (‘Spuddy’) Childs,

PI), Friends'House, 23, St.Mar-
tin's Lane, WC2. 7.30pm, Tues-
day 23 June.

REMEMBER BOBBY SANDS
MP! March and Rally, Saturday
27 June. Assemble 12.30p.m.
Finsbury Park. Speakers include
representatives from Sinn Fein,
Biack Liberation, Irish PoW Re-
patriation Committee.

VIRAJ MENDIS WILL STAY!
National Demonstration in Man-

‘chester Saturday 11 July (For

further details ring London Sup-
port Group: 837 1688.)

VIRAJ MENDIS LONDON SUP-

PORT GROUP Downing Street
Protest every Monday 6-7p.m.
Westminster/Charing Cross
tubes) Weekly Organisantional
meetings take place after the
picket. -

GUILDFORD 4 AND MAGUIRE

'FAMILY CAMPAIGN Speaking

Tour. Speakers: Anne Maguire
Patrick
Maguire Jr — served 4 years;

Theresa Smalley — Paul Hill's

aunt; Lisa Asten — chief de-
fence witness for Carole
Richardson. Friday 29 May
7.45p.m., The Trades Club, Pe-

ter Street, Blackburn (plus

speaker from IBRG). Saturday

- ciation; IBRG; Labour

over.

Donations and resolutions
of support should be sent to:
Sid Pearce, Bar Staff Orga-
nisen, T&GWU, 37 Islington,
Liverpool 3. - »

30 May 2.30p.m., Liverpool

Polytechnic_ Students Union,
Maryland Street, Liverpool (plus
speaker from Connolly Associa-
tion). Saturday 30 May
8.30p.m. Social evening. Boiton
Institute for Higher Education,
Students Union, College Way,
Bolton. Sunday 31 May 2p.m.,
Committee Room 5, Town Hall,
Albert Square, Manchester (plus
speaker from Cheshire NCCL).

.Sunday 31 May 7.30p.m.,

Trades Club, Savil Mount,
Leeds (plus speaker from Leeds

" Council). The tour is actively

supported by the following
organisations: Connoll AsSO-
ommit-
tee on lreland (Leeds), Man-
chester Irish Solidarity Commit-
tee; Liverpool Poly Students Un-
ion; Bolton IHE, Students Union;
NCCL Cheshire; Leeds Troops
Out Movement; Leeds Trades
Council: Blackburn Trades
Council.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Rees — Sylvia: born 26 May
1987. Welcome to the revolu-
tionary struggle and congratula-
tions to John, Ros, Tom and
Kathie. From Pat and Caroline.
Tioch-saidh-a la.- - - - - - -~~~
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Van Gelderen’s ‘deep disappointment’in WRP

I MUST, once again, confess my deep disappoint-
ment at the reversal of the Workers Revolution-

ary Party to Healyism without Healy. The head-

line in Workers Press of 16 May is typical.

It is certainly a monstrous parody of the
Trotskyist conception of the united front. Do you
really expect the workers who take you seriously
to ‘Vote Labour’, when you immediately scream
at them: ‘No confidence in the Labour traitors’?
A reasoned Marxist critique of reformism is one

thing, but a near-hysterical headline. . . ?

These people — Kinnock
and Co. — are not really
‘traitors’, in the accepted
meaning of that term. They
genuinely believe in reform-

ism and the mixed economy

—i.e. capitalism. A Marxist
critique of reformism cannot
be encapsulated in perjora-
tive headlines.

This is left over from Zino-
viev’s ‘Bolshevisation’ and
Stalin's ‘Third Period’.

‘The return of another

Thatcher government would
constitute a massive defeat
for the working class. While
it cannot be compared with
the scale of a fascist victory,
if the Tories bring in their
proposed trade union legisla-
tion, this would bring us
back beyond Taff Vale.

As in Germany in the
1930s, the urgent need is for a

united front to defeat reac-

tion.

Because the relation of

SYSTEM DICTATES

DEREK HOGG, miner from
Westow colliery, South
Shields:

‘We as workers must sup-

port the Labour Party in the
coming election. But we do

so in the knowledge that they

are simply the lesser of two
evils.

A future Labour govern-
ment will shield us from the
worse excesses of the capi-
talist state. But Kinnock and
the Labour Party are just as
much part of the system as
the Tories.

A Labour government

would be locked into this sys-
tem unable to implement
socialist policies even if will-

~ ing to do so.

The system has needs, re-
quirements, that will dictate
government policy regard-
less of who is in active pow-
er. And these policies might
well be anti-working-class.

If a future Labour govern-
ment thought it necessary to
employ measures which

“would result in a less effec-

tive health service or a poor-
er education budget, it would
not hesitate.

While recognising their
shortcomings, the working
class have no option but to
support them until a radical
socialist alternative 1is
found.9 "

Alan Wales, long-term un-
employed from South
Shields, who has just drop-
ped out of the Labour Party:

6 The working class think
the Labour Party is socialist,
but the Labour manifesto 1s
so weak that the capitalist
preis don’t even attack Kin-
nock.

If Labour had a true

- socialist manifesto there

would be a tremendous out-
cry in the press. The confu-

- sion arises when welfare

capitalism is taken to be
democratic socialism in the
Labour Party. |

There is absolutely no
education in the Labour Par-
ty. Many of their members
do not understand the word
socialism. .

We should not be talking
about socialism in elec-
tioneering terms. The whole
political debate today 1s elec-
tioneering directed towards
winning an election.

The people are fed on rhe-
toric in this debate. We
should be discussing fun-
damental principles. Every-
body should be aware of
what democratic socialism
is and also what revolution-
ary socialism and commun-
ism are, as well as
fascism.9 :

‘A newly-translated

document from the
Viethamese Trotskyists

ed in Paris after World War I,

forces is so vastly different
— unlike in Germany, there
is no mass communist party
to unite with the reformists
— this can only be expressed
by working for the Labour
Party, and, in my view,
building a revolutionary
Marxist cadre inside the
Labour Party as the basis

for a revolutionary party.

All else is illusionary sec-
tarianism. |

An ex-member of the WRP
remarked to me recently

“that the WRP are the Bour-

bons of Trotskyism. I could
not have put it better myself.

Charlie van Gelderen

Popular Frontism —
1936 vintage

WE wholeheartedly wel-
come comrade van Gel-
deren’s letter, as an aw-
ful warning of where the

rejection of a principled

revolutionary position
can lead you. In the guise
of an analogy with the
conception of the United
Front developed by Lenin

and Trotsky, he presents
us with its precise oppo-
site.

So Kinnock and Co. are not

really traitors, says com-,

rade Charlie - because they
‘genuinely believe’ in capi-
talism! Yes they are
traitors, we say. They are
agents of the ruling class
inside the working class

The Labour party

and the election

WORKERS PRESS sought the views of a number of
workers about the issues raised in the General Election
campaign. Here are a series of reactions, with more on
page 16.

Durham miners
“will fighta
" labowr
government

‘IT JUST shows the miners’ strike settled nothing.’
This is how a Murton miner summed up his experience

of the last few weeks.

The whole village of Mur-
ton is up in arms following
two separate incidents that
show clearly that whatever
party wins the next election
they will face a militant
stand by miners.

Miners 1n Murton are

'alleging' that the police are

carrying out a vendetta
against them. A fortnight
ago police were called to a
disturbance at a local club.

They created a situation

that led to a police car being -

turned over and the invasion
of the village by a large force
of é)olice. Men were arrested
indescriminately. Several
miners now face charges
under the Public Order Act.

On Wednesday last week

“BY DAVE TEMPLE

were strike-free.

Since Christmas six pits
have struck in opposition to
Tory visitors. Just two years
after claiming to have de-
cisively defeated the NUM,
British Coal admits the Brit-
ish miner is thirty times
more likely to strike than
other trade unionists.

Murton, once served In
parliament by Ramsay Mac-
Donald and Emmanuel Shin-
well, is in no danger of going
Tory. No one doubts that
John Cummings, the

prospective Labour candi-
“date will be the first Durham

Mechanic to be elected to
parliament. '

That the Tory candidate

- Workers Press Saturday May 30 1987 PAGE 3

movement, and they will
lead it to disaster, unless we
can stop them. What they
‘genuinely believe’ in the
privacy of Walworth Road,

or the Members’ Bar at the -
House of Commons, is quite

irrelevant.
Support given by commun-

ists to the Labour Party was

never anything other than
the support given by the rope
to the man being hanged.
And that was always the
basic idea of the United
Front.

Look again at Trotsky’s
writings on Germany. They
are all directed to members
and supporters of the KPD,
to ‘worker bolsheviks’. They
attack the Stalinists because
their leftist hysteria hid a
refusal to fight to unite the
German workers against
Hitler. And this was the only
way to win over the working
class to communism, des-
troy German social-
democracy and open the
road to victorious socialist
revolution.

~ Whois disuniting the work-
ing class in Britain? Who has

made it possible even to im-
agine a Thatcher victory in
19877 Is it the Trotskyists?
Or is it Kinnock and Hatters-
ley, who direct their fire
against those who are trying
to fight back against the
Tory attack, and whose poli-
cies offer absolutely no hope
to those millions of Labour
supporters suffering under

the Tories.

Today there is a mass
opposition to Thatcher and
the Tories. It is condemned
to express itself by means of
a Labour vote, under the
cowardly leadership of Kin-
nock. If we simply say ‘Vote
Labour’, without warning

the working class against .

~ this bankrupt and anti-

working class leadership, we
are implicitly accepting this
situation.

We refuse to accept it. We
fight in this election, as at

" every other time, to bring

into each movement of the
class the necessity to break.
the stranglehold eof
bureaucracy on its organisa-
tions, and to build a revolu-
tionary leadership. We say
‘Vote Labour’, you have no
choice - but build the revolu-
tionary leadership which
will really smash Toryism.

When you strip some of the
indignant rhetoric away
from Charlie’s letter, you
are really left with an appeal
to avoid telling the truth to
the working class, in the in-
terests of an entirely spu-
rious ‘unity’. What is this but
Popular Frontism, vintage
1936, with its treacherous
advocacy of the ‘lesser evil’.

The Bourbons, we are told,
‘learnt nothing and forgot
nothing’. Charlie, after fifty
years in the movement, has
forgotten where he came in.

Cyril Smith

‘Election shows

-

what Tories are
all ahout

SHOP STEWARDS at Dunlop in Leicester have long
been in the forefront of struggles for principles in the

trade union movement.

 Consistently supporting internationalism, they were also

early opponents of cheap
labour schemes and have
fought for proper training
for youth.

Their banner has been
seen on most trade union
demonstrations, as well as
on Leicester’s recent march
against racism organised by
the LPYS and during the
one-day strikes in support of
the health service.

George Lucas, convenor of
Transport and General
Workers’ Union members at

‘Dunlop, Leicester, speaking

on behalf of the TG shop
stewards said: ‘There are
three main points of agree-

ment with the Labour Party.

We like their manifesto on
defence. Nuclear weapons

should be done away with.

‘Secondly, it is of vital im-
portance that we get people
back to work and Labour
policy on unemployment can
start to do this.

‘Finally, it is good that
they are proposing to in-

‘crease spending on health as

we must get back to where
we were before with the

National Health Service.

‘We are looking for a
Labour government, and
hope and expect that at the
end of the day this will be a
proper socialist government.
We think that in this election
people are finally begining to
realise what Toryism is all
about.’
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AN English translation is
now being made of
‘National Movements and
Class Struggle in Vietnam’
by Anh-Van and Jac-
queline Roussel, originally

the pit was on strike over
bonus payments. Men have
believed for months that the
management were deliber-
ately miscalculating the
bonus in order to avoid
paying an enhanced colliery

of the nature of the Indo-.

_ . certainty. However, such 1s
Chinese revolution.

the memory of the devasta-
tion caused by past Labour
governments in the coal-
fields few miners put all
their faith in the election of a

¢

will lose his deposit is a near | é
| t

|

!

£5,000 Special Fund

We are not able at present!
to print this material. Howev-
er, this work is invaluable for’

IN SO FAR: £1,753.15

Please send in money for the Workers Revolutionary Party |

-

published in Paris, in
French, by the Fourth In-

‘ternational in 1947. (En-

glish translation copyright
New Park Publications).

This work consists of a Mar-

xist historical analysis of Viet-

nam before and during the
French conquest, the class
structure of Vietnam, an out-
line of the development of
nationalist movements from
their origins in the 1890s, and

1 of the Stalinist and Trotskyist

movements in Vietnam.

It concludes with an estima-
tion by the author, a Viet-
namese Trotskyist who work-
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To: WRP Education Department, PO Box 735, London SW9 1QS.
. copies of ‘National Movements

Please send me a copy/. .

the study of the Vietnamese
revolution, and of importance

for the study of revolution in |

colonial and semi-colonial
countries in general.

We are therefore offering
Xeroxed copies of this docu-
ment (approximately 100 A4
pages) for £5 plus gostage
(Special offer for WRP mem-
bers £2.50). |

Please return the form be-
low within a month if you want
a copy of this document. We
need finance in order to com-
plete the work on this project.

--A_——-—-_——-q——--—-_—-w__ﬂ"—

and Class Struggle in Vietnam'.
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Please enclose £5 per copy (£2.50 for WRP members) plus postage:
50p — Britain and Ireland; 60p Europe; £1.56 — Middle East and
north Africa;: £2.12 — America, south

Australia, Far East.
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ern Africa, India; £2.40 —

average.
This smouldering discon-

display of bitterness against
management. Night-shift
men refused point blank to
go down the pit until their
grievances had been re-
solved. -

When given assurance that
back money would be paid
later shifts worked. Howev-
er, next day, when datal
hands were told they were
losing a week’s bonus for
their previous day’s action,
rebellion broke out.

After a series of stormy
pit-head meetings the col-
liery stopped totally. No
miners or mechanics work-
ed, even the handful of UDM
members made no attempt
to cross the picket lines.

The situation in Murton
dovetailed neatly with the
general situation in the min-
ing industry. British Coal, in
announcing an unpre-
cedented growth in produc-
tivity, admits that ‘ragout
strikes’ are on the increase.

---------

tent led to an unparallelled

Only fifteen pits last year

Labour government.

The most optimistic ex-
press a faint hope ‘at least
they can’t be worse than
Thatcher’ ‘You never know,
they may have learnt their
lesson.” A more realistic un-
ion official put it this way: ‘It
a Labour government is
elected this union would
have to fight them right from

- the start. Not lie down in the

name of loyalty as we have
done in the past.’

Whenever a group of
Durham miners discuss

- Labour goverments, the

Hartlepool nuclear power
station is sure to be men-
tioned. Hartlepool nuclear
power station was built by
El{;gﬁ Wilson government of

It was built on the biggest
coalfield in Britain whilst

pits were being closed at the

rate of one per week. It
threatens jobs, the environ-
ment and health equally.
Durham miners ask: how
could a Labour government
have done this to us? With
great cynicism, 1s the
answer. - I

Special Fund. There is now very little coming in each week,
in spite of the important work that is currently being
undertaken in relation to the Conference to reorganise the
Fourth International. -

Contributions to the WRP Special Fund provide the money
vital to the Workers Revolutionary Party’s contribution to the
work of the Preparato? Committee to organise the Interna-
tional Conference of Trotskyists.

® Please URGENTLY send donations, large or small, to:
WRP Special Fund, PO Box 735, London SW9 7QS,

WORKERS PRESS MAY FUND

Our fund for the month closed at
£2,799.04. |

This Election Special edition of Workers Press will provide
us with the opportunity to make a bi intervention in the
working class leading up to Polling Day.

Organise extra sales of the paper and distribute as widely
as possible the leaflet we have published to accompany our
work. |

We urgently require extra money for this intervention in
the election campaign. | ~ .

Increase the number of regular deliveries.
Expand our fighting fund.

Please keep the donations rolling in'— we need every
penny to pay the bills that never cease to accumulate.

Send them to: Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SWI97QS
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IN 14 constituencies; -candidates are standing on

_behalf of the ‘Red Front’. Sponsored by the Revolu-

tionary Communist Party, they have launched an

® Work or full pay;

@® Defend union rights;
® Equal rights for all;
® Stop the war drive.

In the remaining 626 constituen-
c:e_s, they advise workers to ab-
stain. |

The Election Special issue of the
RCP paper, ‘The Next Step’, car-

ries several items explaining their

attitude to the Labour Party.

One declares: ‘The Labour Par-
ty has never been a mass party of
the working class. . . In the twen-
ties Labour built up a mass base of
working class voters, but working
class people never came to play a
major role in the party.’ ‘

Another article attacks those
left-wing groups, Workers Press
among them, who call for the elec-
tion of a Labour government. We
are condemned for saying that the
working class- should prepare to
‘defend itself by any means
against such a government and if
necessary to bring it down’.

‘Why elect a government which
you know will be so reactionary
that we will have to bring it down
again?’ asks the RCP? .

A long feature article headed
‘Marxists against Labourism’ tries
to show that Lenin and Trotsky
were always against workers vot-
ing Labour.

This includes a quotation from a

COMMENT BY |
CHRIS McBRIDE ;s

THE Revolutionary Commun-
ist Group’s election manifesto,
‘No Vote for Labour Racists’
reveals the anti-working class
politics of this group.

They say: ‘Those who call for a

~ vote for Labour, claiming that it is

the party of the working class, will
stand in' the way of building a
fighting working class movement’.

Who are the RCG talking about?
Millions of workers will vote
Labour in the general election, in-
cluding miners, printworkers and
teachers. Is -the working class
therefore standing ‘in the way of
building a fighting werking class
movement’?. I

A quotation from Lenin is used to

try and justify their sectarianism:

" “To decide once every few years

which member of the ruling class
is to repress and crush the people

through parliament — that is the
real essence of parliament.’

But did Lenin boycott parlia-

ment because it is ‘politically obso--

lete’? He certainly did not!

Lenin’s position on the par-
liamentary question is clearly
spelled out in ‘“‘Left-Wing”’ Com-
munism’, an important handbook
for all Marxists:.

‘Whilst you lack the strength .to.

do away with bourgeois parlia-
ments and every other type of
reactionary institution, you _must
work within them because it is
there that you will still find work-
ers who are duped by the priests
and stultified by the conditions of
rural life; otherwise you risk turn-
ing into nothing but windbags.’
{Lenin’s emphasis)

The working class will grasp the
role of the Labour Party and par-
liamentary democracy through its
own experience, and Marxists
must go through that experience
with the working class — not stand
aside barking at workers for ‘vot-

" ing for racism and imperialism’.

The RCG’s cry from the sidelines
is a reactionary one. The working
class is at present engaged In a
battle to get rid of the Tories and
elect a Labour government. With-
out doing so, the working class
cannot begin to resolve the issues
facing 1it.

Many sections of the working
class believe that the present crisis
can be resolved through parla-
ment.

They are mistaken: if elected,
Labour will continye where the
Tonies left-off ..~ ..... .

"THERCG

“ambitious and energetic campaign for a programme
centred on four main points: |

"BY CYRIL SMITH

1920 speech in which Lenin called
the Labour Party ‘a thoroughly
bourgeois party led by reactionar-
ies’ and ‘an organisation
.. . which exists to systematical-
ly dupe the workers’. |

Now, this is plain dishonest.
Lenin was speaking at the Second
Congress of the Communist Inter-

national, in a debate on whether

the nascent British Communist
Party should affiliate to the
Labour Party. The RCP omits to

tell its readers that he was support-

ing this move. -

While giving every encourage-
ment to the young ‘left’ commun-
ists, Pankhurst and Gallacher,
rather than to the more ‘respect-
able’ British Socialist Party, which
was already affiliated, Lenin
urged all British communists to
form a united Communist Party
which would get as close as it could

" to the mass struggles of the class.

In the very same speech, Lenin
also called the Labour Party ‘a
special kind of 1labour organisation
of four million members, which is
half trade union and half political,
and is headed by bourgeois
leaders’.

He went on: ‘It would be highly
erroneous for the best revolution-
ary -elements not to do everything
possible to remain in such a party.’

The RCP might find it instruc-
tive to study the history of the

AND THE
ELECTION

In our election statement we say
that the Labour Party is not the

party of the working class and that
a reyolutionary alternative has to
be built. ‘

The defeat of the Thatcher gov-
ernment, and the experience of a
Labour government under the pre-
sent economic and political crisis,
is an essential component of the
struggle to build such a party. That
is why we, along with all advanced
workers, call for a Labour vote.

The RCG say vote ‘only for
candidates who will give a voice to
their (the dispossessed’s) interests
and use parliament to defend those

interests.’

Instead of dealing with social
democracy as a political tendency
in the working class, and seeing its
relation to the latter, this political-

1ly confused sect approaches the

matter not in a scientific way but
with a method that reduces social
democracy to a group of indi-
viduals, some racist and pro-
imperialist, and some not!

That is mirrored in their attitude

to the working class in this elec-

tion. Instead of calling for, and
fighting to build, a revolutionary
Marxist party that will lead the

‘struggle to smash the capitalist

state and establish the dictatorship
of the proletariat and socialism
internationally, they end up with

the ridiculous position of calling
for for a ‘coalition of the dispos-

sessed’.

Their ‘hostility’ to parliamentar-
ism is in fact a capitulation to 1t.

They do not see the objective role
of social democracy in its entirety,
but see it and its representatives in
the Labour Party as speakers for
the ‘privileged and secure sections
of the working class’. In reality the
Labour Party is speaking for big
business and capitalism. |

The RCG have made their anti-
working-class position clear.

They are opposed to Bolshevism

and seek to build a coalition of

‘dispossessed’ Tories and
Labourites as they say in their
statement. ~ ~

- Despite the dedication of the
young membership of the RCG,
their anti-Marxist method has 'eft
them in the counter-revolutionary
gamp of Stalinism and the ‘popular
ront’.

It would, I'm sure, do RCG mem-
bers a world of good to study
Lenin’s attitude to parliamentar-

- position. o
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- early relations between the CPGB

and the Labour Party.

Under the direction of the Inter-
national led by Lenin and Trotsky,
the Party applied for affiliation,
but they did so in ‘leftist’ terms
which made rejection certain.

" They were then told to try again
in a more serious spirit, and began
to gain backing for their applica-
tion among wide sections of the
movement. '

" This in no way meant watering

down their revolutionary princi-
ples. For example, as quoted In
Brian Pearce’s important article,
‘Early Years of the Communist
Party of Great Britain’, the ap-
plication in November 1921 de-
clared:

‘Under normal circumstances

the Labour Party acted within the

law: the Communist Party de-
clared itself prepared to do the
same. However, should extraor-
dinary circumstances arise, the
Communist Party would be com-
pelled to consider other means, in
much the same way as the Labour
Party had, in 1920, in forming
Councils of Action.’

The RCP article selectively
quotes Lenin’s 1920 pamphlet
‘“‘Left-wing’’ Communism’. It does
not refer to the part where Lenin

- says: ‘If we are the party of the

revolutionary class, and not merely
a revolutionary group, and if we

want the masses to follow us (and

LONG LARTIN |

'HM Prison Long Lartin, South Littleton,
Evesham, Worcs, WR11 5TZ -
LIAM BAKER, 20-year sentence, 464984.
JAMES BENNETT, 20-year sentence,
464989. , .

EDDIE BUTLER, Life sentence, 338637.
ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 131877. |

GERRY CUNNINGHAM, 20-year sent-
ence, 132016.

B51715. _

ANDY MULRYAN, 20-year sentence,
461576.

PATRICK MULRYAN, 20-year sentence,
461575. :
NOEL GIBSON, Life sentence, 879225.
PARKHURST

HM Prison Parkhurst, Newport, Isie of
Wwight, PO30 5NX

PATRICK HACKETT, 20-year sentence,
342603. |
GERRY McDONNELL, Life sentence,
B75882.

PAUL NORNEY, Life sentence, 863532.
TOMMY QUIGLEY, Life sentence 69204.
PETER SHERRY, Life sentence, B75880.
| WAKEFIELD

HM Prison Love Lane, Wakefieid, W
Yorks. WF2 9AG | |

HUGH DOHERTY, Life sentence, 338636.

B71644.

- ALBANY |
HM Prison Albany, Newport, Isle of
Wight, PO30 5RS | -
MARTIN BRADY, Life sentence, 11908/.
HARRY DUGGAN, Life sentence, 338638.
BILLY GRIMES,

SEAN KINSELLA, Life sentence, 758661 .

P T T T A S L S R A

JOHN McCOMB, 17-year sentence,

‘NATALINO VELLA, 15-year sentence, -

SEAN HAYES, 20-year sentence, 341418.

------
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The pro-Lab

1900 that the trade union jeaders

unless we achieve that, we stand
the risk of remaining mere wind-
.bags), we must, first, help Hender-
son or Snowden to beat Lloyd
George and Churchill (or, rather
comgel the former to beat the lat-

ter, because the former are afraid
of their victory!)

The RCP bases its campaign on
the contention that the Labour Par-

ty is just another bourgeois party,
‘and that Kinnock and Hattersley

should not be considered as refor-
mists. If we take this seriously, it
poses some interesting questions.

Marxists have understood for
some decades that the British capi-
talist state has been able to rule
through parliamentary forms, only

because of the hold of reformism

on the organisations of the working
class. Is the RCP now telling us
that this is untrue? .

What alternative explanation

have they for the continued exist-

ence of capitalism? Is it that the
British workers are too cowardly,
or too stupid, to get rid of the
bosses?

Our differences with the RCP _'

are not just tactical, but relate to
very basic theoretical principles —
precisely the .ssues raised by
Lenin. Are we trying to talk the
working class into revolution? Are
we fighting a war of words with the

ruling class?

Or, basing ourselves on historic-

" al materialism, are we seeking to

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR

- GARTREE ‘
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester Rd, Market
Harborough, Leics, LE16 7RP
RONNIE McCARTNEY, Life sentence,
463799. o
STEPHEN NORDONE, Life sentence
758663. |
JOE O'CONNELL, Life sentence, 338635
ROY WALSH, Life sentence, 119083.
o FRANKLAND |
HM Prison Finchale Ave, Brasside,
Durham
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, Life sentence,
119085
BRENDAN DOWD, Life sentence, 758662.
PAUL HOLMES, Life sentence, 119034.
CON McFADDEN, 20-year sentence,
130662. o |
MICHAEL J McKENNEY, 16-year sent-
ence, L46486.
EDDIE O'NEILL, 20-year sentence,
135722.

LEICESTER

HM Prison Welford Rd, Leicester, LE2

7Ad

PAUL KAVANAGH, Life sentence, 1888.
BRIAN KEENAN, 21-year sentence,
B26380.

' PATRICK McGEE, Life sentence, B75881.

WORMWOOD SCRUBS

HM Prison, PO Box 757, Du Cane Road,
London Wi2 OAE L |
DONAL CRAIG, 4 years.
VINCE DONNELLY, Life Sentence,
274064. |

DURHAM
HM Prison Durham, Old Elvert Street,
Durham. | ’
MARTINA ANDERSON, Life sentence,
D25134. '
ELLA O'DWYER, Life sentence, D25135.

..........

our attitudes of today's
left-wing groups stand in stark contrast
to the revolutionary
for a working class alternative.
"« Linda Ryan explains why

e 4

Akhough

tradition of fighting

social-democratic parties (including |
Party) to the class | -

build a revolutionary leadership
within the living movement of the
working class? . |

The WRP has made its position
on this election as clear as possi-
ble. We say ‘Vote Labour’, and at
the same time, ‘No confidence in
the Labour traitors’.

To take either of these slogans
without the other is to evade the
issue of leadership. .

There is today an intense hatred
for this Thatcher government. In
the same measure, there is wide-
spread contempt for the Labour
leadership. The RCP thinks it can
pick up some support by setting
itself up as an alternative left
group. | o

But this is to run away from the
problem which objectively faces
the working class. The treacherous
character of its leadership, which
menaces the entire future of the
labour movement. arises out of the
entire history of British capital-
ism, the British-labour movement
and the British bourgeois state.

That it is necessary to break the
working class from reformism 1s
clear. The problem is ‘How?’

The starting-point for Marxists
must be always be the objective
contradiction in the situation and
our responsibility for their resolu-
tion. We refuse to op. out of this-
responsibility with a few easy slo-

gans.

" REMAND PRISONERS:
: BRIXTON

HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, Lon-
don SW2 5XF. _

G. (DANNY) McNAMEE, L48616

LIAM McCOTTER, LB83693

PATRICK McLAUGHLIN, LB83694

LIAM QUINN, 49930

WORMWOOD SCRUBS
INNOCENT MEN AND
WOMEN FRAMED BY THE
- BRITISH POLICE:

.........................

AR T T I T L L A

CAROLE RICHARDSON, 290719, HM
Prison Styal, Wilmslow, Cheshire
PATRICK ARMSTRONG, HM Prison Gar-
tree. ‘

PAUL HiLL, 462778. HM Prison Worm-
wood Scrubs. -
GERARD CONLON, 462779, HM Prison
Long Lartin. -
JUDITH WARD, HM Prison Durham. |
HUGH CALLAGHAN, 509499, HM Prison
Gartree.

JOHN WALKER, 509494, HM Prison, Long

Lartin.
 BILLY POWER, 509498, HM Prison

Wormwood Scrubs.
GERARD HUNTER, 509495, HM Prison
Frankland.

RICHARD McILKENNY, 509497, HM Pris-
on Wormwood Scrubs. .

PADDY HILL, 509496, HM Prison Gartree.
PATRICK McLOUGHLIN, HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs. |

They are all serving life and in the case of
Carole Richardson, indefinite detention.

We thank An Cumann Cabhrach, British
section, for supplying and updating this
information. |

....................
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~murder trial defendants,

WHY IS Labour silent on the repeal of the Public

Order Act? asked barrister Mike Mansfield at a recent
meeting of the Campaign to Free the Framed Irish
Prisoners. | . |

None of the main political parties had done anything
about such draconian legislation,- said Mansfield,
which had been used in the framing of Irish people,
and on the Broadwater Farm estate in London.

Mansfield, who defended
miners during their strike | _
and the Broadwater Farm ber of the Royal family. The

crime statistics were falling.

- What happened at
: , Broadwater Farm was the
Irish community was now regylt of an attitude of mind
being used against others pest expressed by Kenneth

too. Newman, former Metropoli-

showed how the law which
had been used against the

The Public Order Act is
supported by the Association
of Chief Police Officers
(ACPO) which organised the

mutual aid scheme during -

the miners dispute, he
pointed out.

Response

They don’t just determine
the response to so called ‘in-
cidents’ anymore; there are
now ‘target’ areas which
have been publicised in the
Newman report, he said.

These areas are what they
call trouble spots. But 1n fact
it is realy the other way
around. They decide that
there will be trouble so that
they can flood the area with
more police.

It was revealed during the
Broadwater case that there
was a contingency plan. This

had not been drawn up out of -

the blue. Why Broadwater?
There had never been a riot
before or a serious incident

of public disorder, said Man-
sfield.

So good had things been on

the Farm that it merited a

visit from a prominent mem-

tan Police Commissioner
and before that RUC chief
constable in northern Ire-
land. ’

Newman claimed that
riots at both Brixton and
Broadwater Farm had been

orchestrated by identified
Trotskyists and Anarchists

— an assertion quietly with-
drawn a week later.

Mansfield described to the
meeting how the police
eagerly used ‘draconian’
laws like the Public Order
Act to arrest the son of
Cynthia Jarrett whose car
was stopped by the police.
All they could find wrong
was a mistake in the number
on the tax disc. This turned
out not to be an offencé, but
meanwhile he was taken into
custody.

You can immagine them
doing this to one of the Con-
servatives for instance who

have recently got into a bit of
trouble. None of this ‘Come
along to the police station
when you are ready’.

They went around with the
keys, and Mrs Jarrett was
dead within minutes of them

gomng In. And it all began
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courts. Thay

- away with the right to object
to the line up of a jury.

Mansfield also attacked

the Labour Party for its si-
lence on the Criminal Justice

Bill. Although it had been

shelved, it revealed an inten-
tion to increase the number

 of offences that are tried
only by magistrates, thereby-

reducing the number of
trials that go before a jury.

With The Public Ordeg Act
on one side, with the provi-
sions concerning marches
and processions, combined

with the attack on the Jury

system there is a kind of
pincer movement 1n opera-

want to do

3

'credibility in their state-

PB ot N T et Pirnr %.owusu\:r""-.- D N I T e P e I R e

ments, she said.

The cases of three juve-
niles were thrown out of
court, two of them by the
judge who said that they had
been oppressed into making
their statements.

-In Engin’s case our barris-
ter made a submission to
have the murder charge re-
moved because of lack of
evidence, said Sharon.

. The judge ruled that the
evidence only warranted a
charge of common assault.
None of this was said in front
of the jury and when they
returned the judge did an
about-face and pressed for 1t

e AR . Ay - "

tion, said Mansfield.

to proceed to a murder trial.

Police in riot gear at Broadwater farm

~with an incident with a

young man who had commit-
ted no offence, who was later
charged with assaulting a
police officer but was ac-
quitted.

‘No offence, yet a woman
was dead in similar cir-
cumstances to a shooting a
week before in Brixton. And
they wonder why people
want to protest.

- Meanwhile, back at the
police station, there is a con-
tingency plan, said Man-
sfield.

That Sunday they had a
very large number of police
on hand. Just the right num-
ber for the contingency plan
In fact. |

They were part of a highly
disciplined ‘and organised
police force, who train at a

“specially-constructed ‘riot

City’ in Hounslow.

It was the attitude of the
police, the chief constables
and the government that are

the real problem, claimed

M ansfield.

Any future government
will have in mind the aboli-
tion of jury trials, he went
on. They have been ‘chippng
away at it for years’: then 1t
would not be necessary to
frame anybody because
there would be no jury to
convince.

It will all be done by asse-
sors or judges as they do in
Belfast with the Diplock

Maxine Williams , speaking

for the Free the Framed Ir-
ish Prisoners Campaign,
said that the meeting had
been called to show that the
framing of Irish people is no
longer unique.

The framing of the Birm-
ingham Six, the Guildford
Four and the Maguires
under the Labour govern-
ment in the 1970s, was de-
signed to silence -the Irish
community in Britain, said
Williams.

Framing

The same technique is now
being applied to other people

~in Britain who are seen as

troublesome, she said.

Sharon Raghip wife of En-
gin Raghip, one of the
Broadwater three given life
following the Blakelock show

trial, described the flimsy -
- evidence on which they were

framed. The evidence of the
police was destroyed in the
witness box. There was no

Failed

- Raghip and Mark Braith-
waite both had an alibi which
the prosecution tried to dis-
prove, but failed. The only

evidence against Winston

Silcot was twenty six words
that he is alleged to have
said. This is all he was con-
victed on.

Gareth Pierce, solicitor
for some of the Birmingham
six, spoke about the need to
keep the names of framed
prisoners in the public eye.

She criticised those such
as the prison governors who
persecuted them while In-

‘side and the probation offic-
" ers who know they are not

guilty but remain silent.

Britain now has the kind of
legislation which would sup-

~port a military junta. Had it

been introduced in America
it would have meant chang-
ing the whole constitution.
Our unwritten constituion is
changed piecemeal by the
Judiciary, said Pierce.

- BEWARE OF FRAUDS!

~ An open letter to the labour movement

SEVERAL candidates are
standing in this general elec-

tion in the name of the Workers

Revolutionary Party (WRP).

They are standing under a stolen
flag. | ‘
These people are not members of
our Party, and the policies they are
putting forward are not those of the
WRP outlined in our weekly paper,
Workers Press. ,

In October 1985, the then leader
of the WRP, G. Healy, was éxpel-
led for systematic sexual and

physical abuse of members and for

slander against political oppo-
nents. - - -

- The small minority who 3up-
ported hirh, including Vanessa and
Corin Redgrave, and most of those
standing as candidates in this
general election, were expelled 1n
November 1985.

They had refused to attend a

- Party conference to argue their
- point of view. Instead, they called

their own meeting, and proclaimed
themselves to be the WRP. Now,
with no explanation of this to the
electorate, they are standing
candidates in our name. |

What sort of group is this?
Immediately Healy was expelled,

Vanessa Redgrave took us to the -

Company courts, and closed down
the Party’s printshop in a winding-
up action; months of court appear-
ances and costly legal fees were
logged up until we were finally
able to save our publishing com-
pany from liquidation as a result of
another action by Redgrave;

Fifteen of this group walked out of
their full-time jobs for the Party’s
newspaper and companies, and
then embarked unsuccessfully on
Industrial Tribunal cases against
us;

They appeared as police witnesses
in court against a member of our
Central Committee, Phil Penn, and
he went to prison for four months
on charges of assault — after he
had been attacked by four mem-

‘bers of this group.

Some of our supporters have sug-
gested that we go to court to stop
them using our name in this gener-
al election. But instead we decided
to write to you to explain the situa-
tion. |

We want to engage In a discus-

sion on the serious questions of

THE NEWSLINE GROUP AND THE GENERAL ELECTION

leadership and policy which the
election has posed for all members
of the labour movement.

The working class is faced with a

contradiction. Only by taking the
power, smashing the capitalist
state, and implementing policies to
take over industry, the banks and
the finance houses can the working
class solve its problems of
homelessness, unemployment and
the destruction of the welfare
state.

Yet we all know that the Kinnock
Labour leadership will never do
that.

- So what must we do in this gener-

- al election? We say that the most

urgent task facing the British
working class is to get rid of the
Tory government. In the election,
this means voting Labour. |

Because we have no confidence
in the Labour leadership the orga-
nisations of the mass movement —
including support groups, com-
munity organisations, strike com-
mittees, unemployed and tenants
groups — must be built up and
organised around socialist policies
which alone can solve the crisis.

This movement must place a
series of concrete demands on any

future Labour government.

The WRP thinks these are the
critical demands: |

® Abolish every anti-trade union
law and ensure complete independ-
ence of the unions from the state;

® Scrap immediately all cheap
labour schemes which have been
used to enslave tens of thousands
of young people;

® Initiate a public works prog-

ramme financed by slashing arms
expenditure;

® End privatisation and re-
nationalise privatised firms with-
out compensation; |

® Abolish MI5 and all similar

‘bodies, whose continued existence

is a threat to the future of the

~working class and to civil liberties

in this country;
® Pull the British army of occupa-

tion out of Ireland. Release ali

Irish prisoners of war;

® Leave NATO immediately,
close down all American war bases
and scrap all preparations for nuc-
lear war; |

® Break all diplomatic and finan-
cial links with South Africa and
take punitive measures against

any firms continuing to trade with
the apartheid regime;

@ Abolish all racist immigration

laws; |
® Release all jailed miners: they

are class war prisoners, jailed by
the Tories.

* Our Party 1s not standing candi-
dates in this election, but this does
not necessarily mean that we will
not stand candidates in the future.

~The Labour Party was estab-
lished to represent the trade unions

In Parhhament. The accelerating

crisis of capitalism brings attacks
on the unions, cuts in the welfare
state, mounting unemployment for

-~ millions.

The unions are losing members
hand over fist; wages and condi-
tions are “being undermined. Yet
the Labour Party leadership is hell
bent on saving the very system
which leads to this situation.

The Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty invites everybody in the labour
and trade union movement, all
workers and fighters against the

- Tory government to discuss with

us the policies and the way forward
fcl)r the victory of the working
class. |
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it is a very serious task. I would say: militarily,
that is the task. For who is the enemy? Certainly

- 1lmperialism . . .

‘As to what is called socialism, economic
planning which will prevent exploitation to the
maximum — with regard to this, there are no

differences of opinion among us . .

. I am abso-

lutely convinced that our interest compels us to

pray tor the world victor
_(that is, socialist) camp

It was March 1949. Af-
ter a war which had
turned near half a million
Palestinians into re-
fugees, the new state of
Israel had signed armis-
tice agreements with
neighbouring Arab
states, effectively carv-

-1ing up the Palestinian

homeland.

Assembled in the Rama
cinema, at Ramat Gan just
outside Tel Aviv, were sever-
al hundred former ‘Fighters
for the Freedom of Israel’,

Lehi, that is, members of
‘what their enemies called

‘the Stern gang’. Attempting
to find a common ideology
that would transform them-

- selves into a political party. -

It was their first — and last
— conference. |

Speakers poured out a
heady, confused mix of

vague ‘socialism’ and ex-

treme chauvinism. The man
proclaiming war on im-
perialism and assuring dele-
cates there were ‘no differ-
ences’ about socialist aims,
was recorded in the minutes

by his nom de guerre,

‘Michael’.

Also known as ‘Rabbi Dov
Shamir’, born Yitzhak Yit-
zernitzky, and better known
to us today as Yitzhak Sha-
mir, leader of the capitalist

Likud party and prime

minister of the imperialist-
allied state. of Israel.

Starting on the lunatic
right fringe of Zionism, as a

‘no compromise’ breakaway -

from the Irgun Zvai Leumi,
Lehi had undergone a
change during World War II.

Many of the original cadre
had gone, replaced by young
people with the most con-
fused ideas and.aspirations,
united only by a desperate
wish for action.

As the Axis victory ex-

pected by Abraham Stern re-
ceded, and the full horrors of

Nazismm were realised, the

new star on the horizon was
Red.

There was wide respect,

even admiration, for the

victorious Red Army, among

the Jews of Palestine as else-
where. | '

Lehi’s new political lead-
er, Nathan Yellin-Mor,
although from the same Re-
visionist-Zionist background
as Stern, Shamir, and Begin,
posed the struggle for Jew-
ish statehood as being
against British imperialism.

He also predicted that
once the war was over, there
would be a renewed clash of
interests between the Soviet
Union and the Anglo-
American imperialists in the
Middle East.

- To a foreign press reporter
in 1945, Yellin-Mor insisted:
“We are for a truly democra-
tic, as well as free and inde-
pendent Palestine. We are

opposed to every kind of ex-

plgitation.

‘We are not anti-socialist.
We believe in a strong state
encouraged by co-operative
methods. The majority of the
Jewish people in Palestine

are workers — we believe

they will govern the country
well.’

The youths who assassin-
ated Lord Moyne in Cairo in
1944, Eliahu Hakim and
Ehahu Beit-Zouri, both from
an Arab-Jewish background,
declared in . court: ..

‘It is wrong to assume that

we represent Zionism. In

fzct we represent, and we

inhabitants -— men, women,

y of the anti-imperialist

L ] » ]

are, the real owners of
Palestine and as such we are
engaged in a struggle to free

our country from the alien

rulers who have taken pos-
session of it.”

Their appeal to national-
i1st, anti-imperialist feeling
attracted sympathy from
Egyptian opinion, though
they were still hanged on 22
March 1945,

Possibly the youths had
fully believed in their words.
Whether Lehi’s operational

commander, Yitzhak Sha-

mir, who ordered the assas-
sination, did so, is another
matter.

In 1978, incidentally, after
Begin came to power, Israel
issued a postage stamp com-
memorating Abraham
Stern. In 1985, Beit-Zouri and
Hakim were teatured among
a series of stamps honouring
those who had fought for the
Zionist state.

Lehi’s anti-imperialist,
‘left’-sounding rhetoric even
included calls to Arabs for
common struggle. This may
have impressed some of the
Jewish youth who joined, as
well as naive admirers
abroad. It can hardly have
been expected seriously to
appeal to Palestinians,
aware of Zionism’s real
plans for them.

 Actions, which were Lehi’s

real speciality, speak louder
than words. In April 1948, a
Lehi unit took part together
with Menachem Begin’s
Irgun in the massacre of
Palestinian villagers at Deir
Yassin, just outside Jeru-
salem. -

".". . the men of Etzel (the

Irgun) and Lehi started a

shameful massacre of the

- s
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old people and children,
without distinction, standing
the inhabitants against walls
and in the corner in the
houses.

“There is photographic evi-

dence of this . . . it is true
that the officers were not

- controlling their men, and

showed no inclination to do
$0.” (retired Israeli Army
colonel Meir Pe’il).

The following month, Lehi

and Irgun forces pillaged
Jaffa. Lehi members enrol-
led in the Israeli Army’s 89th
battalion also massacred the
inhabitants of Duweima.

Amid the ‘anti-imperialist’
talk at Lehi’s 1949 conven-
tion, Beit-Halahmi called for
conquest of Syria and Iraq,

- to make the entire Fertile

Crescent a Jewish state.

A Dr Szabo wanted to ex--

pel most of the Arabs, giving
the rest rights, as ‘our fore-
fathers destroyed the
Canaanites and afterwards
wrote ‘Love the stranger in

.......

your midst.” - .. ...

The converition itSelf de-
clared: ‘This convenfion re-

~

 The shadowy past of Shari

' ‘AS TO THE WAR against imperialism: clearly

Part 2: FROM UNDERGROUND

TERROR TO STATE

Margaret Thatcher and Israeli Prime Minister Shamir a
terrorism’. But the British gover
terrorist! In this second article on
POTTINS suggests ‘Stern gang’
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nment once put a price on Shamir’s head as a
the Israeli prime minister’s background, CHARLIE
methods became an instrument of state.
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New York. 10 July 1548

Consider our interest requires early termination Bernadotte mission in
order be not report Assembdly, raising question future Government Pales-
tine, advocating his proposals. His existence constantly exploitfd Con.::}cu
avoid action against aggression. If removed, no organ of potential revision
remains, question becomes narrowed to peace preservation. If you concur,

g ble mm’

‘we can work discreetly, Zfruitfully, here iz circumstances/ ?n:sidcncy
- Counci!,! Secretary-General, favourable Washington atmosphere, Please

Eban
4

UN mediator Bernadotte. Eban’s 1948 message. And the young terrorist commander w o'
~ordered assassination, Yitzhak Shamir. |

gards the armistice agree-
ments of the neighbouring
states as completely void.
These agreements abandon
parts of our homeland to the
Invaders
tion regards the continuation
of the war as a means of
liberating all parts of the
homeland and overthrowing
the enemy regimes.’

The Killing

of Bernadotte

When Margaret Thatcher
was receilved by Yitzhak
Shamir last year, presum-

ably neither of them was
- impolite enough to mention
that the British still have a -
price on Shamir’s head as a

terrorist.

Caught in a British round-
up in 1946, Shamir was de-
ported to Eritrea. Escaping
via then French-ruled
Djibouti, he was granted
asylum in France by pre-
mier Schumann, smarting
over the British role in oust-
ing the French from Syria.

On 20 May 1948, aboard a
Czech plane, — Czechoslova-
kia’s new Stalinist-rulers
were the Zionist state’s first
major arms suppliers —
Shamir arrived back in
Palestine.

On the same day, the Un-

ited Nations appointed Count

Folke Bernadotte, former
head of the Swedish Red
Cross, as mediator in Pales-
tine. ~ '

Bernadotte soon angered
Zionists by his recommenda-
tions, which included placing
Jerusalem and the Negev
under Arab rule, making

Haifa a free port, and linking

the economies of the Jewish
and proposed Palestinian
states.

The new State of Israel,
recognised first by the Soviet
Union, was engaged in con-
fidential contacts with the
United States,: and even
more confidential contacts
with King Abdullah of Jor-
dan (which would mean no
Palestinian state.)

'On 10 July Israel’s repre-

- sentative to the UN, Abba
Eban, sent a coded telegram

to Foreign Minister Shar-
rett. |

‘Consider our interest re-
quires early termination
Bernadotte mission in order
he not report Assenibly, rais-
ing question future Govern-
ment Palestine . . . His ex-
istence constantly exploited

. . . The conven-

Council avoeid action against
aggression. If removed, no
organ of potential revision
remains, question becomes
narrowed to peace preserva-
tion . . .’

On 19 July a ceasefire
came into effect. During the
previous ceasefire, the
Israeli army had brought in
arms supplies, aircraft and
reinforcements.

During this one, they ren-
dered one of Bernadotte’s re-
commendations difficult by
speedily advanecing across
the Negev, taking Ein Gedi
and Eilat. |

Bernadotte came up with
new proposals. De-militarise
Jerusalem. Allow 300,000
Palestinian refugees to re-
turn home.

The Israeli cabinet met.
Someone mentioned Eban’s
secret cable. Someone else
?aid ‘The Swede has gone too

ar.’

On 17 September 1948, as

Bernadotte. ahd his aide
‘were driving down a Jeru-
salem street, their path was

- blocked by a military jeep.

Armed men appeared, two of
them opening fire with sub-
machine guns, killing the UN
mediator and his aide, Col-
onel Serat.

Responsibility for the mur-
der was claimed by a hither-
to unknown ‘Fatherland
Front’. There was rumour
and speculation. Nobody had
heard of any ‘Fatherland
Front’, apart possibly from
it being the name of the new
ruling party in Bulgaria, and
sure enough someone spoke
of mysterious ‘Bulgarians’!

Arthur Koestler, a great
admirer of extremist Zion-
i1sm, was to claim in ‘Prom-
ise and Fulfilment’ that the
assassination of Bernadotte
was still a mystery, and that
the real killers were prob-
ably ‘beyond the reach of
Israeli justice’.

Prime Minister Ben Gu-
rion was not mystified.

Armed police surrounded

Lehi’s Jerusalem headquar-
ters (the organisation was
still independent there, since
Jerusalem had not been in-
corporated into the Zionist
state yet).

Elsewhere, members of
the Fighters Party, which
Yellin-Mor had set up as a
political wing, were rounded

Yellin-Mor  himself, and
Matty Shmuelewitz, were

- ¢harged — but under a Brit-
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ish Mandate-inherited anti-
Terrorism Act rather than
with murder. They received
seven and five year sent-
ences, which were im-
mediately cancelled, Yellin-
Mor being elected to the
Knesset.

In fact, the murder of Ber-
nadotte had been decided at
a meeting of Lehi’s central
committee in Tel Aviv to-

wards the end of July, short-

ly after the cabinet meeting.
It was presided over by Yit-
zhak Shamir.

As for ‘being ‘beyond the
- reach’ of the Israeli police,

one of the men who actually
pulled the trigger on Berna-
dotte, Yehoshua Cohen, be-
came a close confidante of
Beén Gurion, and in 1953 set-
tied with him at Sde Boker,
in the northern Negev, dying
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there peacefully in Septem-
ber last year.
Shamir, meanwhile, had

remained at large after the
big Lehi round-up, and ‘had

- the full membership list of

Lehi 1n his pocket’. (Accord-
ing to Naim Giladi, who has
interviewed many ex-Stern
group members for a biogra-
phy of Shamir he is writing.)
*

Shamir says he eventually
arranged a meeting with a
government official, per-

suaded him Lehi did not in-

tend to continue as an under-
ground force against the
government, and got a deal
whereby Lehi activists
would be pardoned and he
would ‘surface’.

Many former Lehi mem-
bers are sceptical about this
account. -They suggest the
murder of Bernadotte: killed

- two birds with one stone, the

second being the break-up of
their organisation.

TERROR

As a political party, Lehi -
did not survive long after its
first conference. Yisrael
Eldad-Sheib went off to form
his‘ own semi-clandestine
fascist group. '

Yellin-Mor eventually
wound up his Fighters Par-
ty, turning over the funds to

‘a pension fund for former

underground fighters. To his
credit, he ended his political
career an advocate of a
Palestinian state, and Arab-
Jewish unity.

Shamir joined neither. In
1955, he enlisted in the
Israeli secret service. His
expertise and contacts as a
Lehi terrorist leader were
doubtless put to use.

- For instance, Lehi had
pioneered the use of the par-
cel bomb as in the attempt
on British officer Roy Far-
ran, who had murdered a
Jewish youth. Unfortunately
the homb killed his brother
Instead.

_ Shamir has been credited
with the killing by this
means of an Egyptian com-
mander in Gaza, and poss-
1bly scientists working in
Egypt too. |

The Kastner
Affair

In 1955 came the Kastner
Affair. Rudolph Kastner,
elected to the Knesset on
Labour’s list, was exposed |
by journalist Malchiel
Gruenwald as having col-
laborated with the Nazis in
Hungary.

This is the real-life case

that inspired Jim Allen’s

play ‘Perdition’. Ben Hecht
wrote an earlier work, ‘Per-
fidy’, about the case. -

Kastner took his accuser
to court, and lost. It was
established that Kastner
accepted a deal with Eich-
mann, to keep Hungarian
Jews ignorant of Nazi exter-
mination plans, in exchange
for a listed number being
allowed to escape. The judge
sald Kastner had °‘sold his
soul to the devil’.

The Israeli government
ordered a retriai, Attorney-
General Haim Cohen
arguing that Kastner had
acted in accordance with
Zionist tradition and aims by
rescuing a select few for
Palestine.

On 3 March 1957, Kastner
was assassinated. As with
the Bernadotte case, wide
arrests were made — it
seemed to be a case of
‘round-up the usual sus-
pects.’

Ze'ev Eckstein, a member
of Eldad-Sheib’s right-wing
terrorist group, confessed to
the Kkilling, and named
others. -

The Israeli government
was concerned at this time
about opponents on both the -
Left and Right. Eckstein
claimed that he had been
working inside Eldad-

- Sheib’s group as an informer

for the secret service, Shin
Bet; and that he had in-
formed his superiors before-
hand of the plan to assassin-
ate Kastner. | |

The Israeli state had
learnt by then the value of
having ‘extremists’ whose
actions it could disclaim and
even punish. And the former
operational commander of
the Stern gang, Yitzhak Sha-
mir, was on active service.

CONCLUDED

® ( * ‘Why Was Bernadotte
Killed’, article by Naim Gila-
d:, ‘Israel and Palestine’
magazine, No.130 January
1987.)
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SOUTH KOREAN dictator Chun

‘Doo Hwan sacked his ministers

on 26 May, blaming them for the
cover-up over the death of a
student in police hands, which

~aroused a massive outcry.

But as TRUDI JACKSON re-
ports, there's still plenty for Ko-
reans to be angry about.

SOUTH KOREA, host coun-
try of the next Olympic
Games, now has more than
2,000 political prisoners.

Posters show pictures of
police beating up convicts in
prison uniform, with the cap-
tion: ‘Torture is not an
Olympic sport.’

One picture shows the stu-
dent” Park Chong-chol, who
‘suffocated’ last autumn
while in police custody in a
Seoul prison.

Any move against security
laws is punished with the
death penalty. |

At the moment 19 young
men are accused of founding
a ‘communist anti-
imperialist party’.

Lee Min-yong, who is 25,
said they had only met for
the first time at the lawyers
and never heard the name of
the party before.

But after 38 days of torture
they all ‘confessed’.

Kim Min-sog (22) was
arrested as student leader
and jailed for 10 years.

Most of the political pris-
oners are kept in cages so
small they cannot even
stretch out their arms.
Whenever the prisoners

manage to organise a protest
they are individually beaten

up, put into dark cave-like
cells, and left for up to 30
days.

Latest invention is a win-
dowless sound-proofed metal
box. It is so devised that
when a prisoner starts to
talk to himself or screams
out it creates an echo effect.

“Kidnap Teachers

RIGHT-WING Contra terrorists, armed and financed
by the United States government, kidnapped two
young teachers in a recent raid into Nicaragua.

In another attack, Contras

- destroyed a bargeload of

food and medical supplies
going to the Atlantic coast
town of Bluefields.

In the United States, there
has been a wave of anger
over the Contras’ murder of
Ben Linder, a young Amer-

ican engineer who had been

working in Nicaragua. At
mass rallies his parents
have blamed the Reagan
government for the killing.

Bluefields, which has a
mainly English-speaking
black population and is twin-
ned with the London borough
of Lambeth, can only be
reached from the rest of
Nicaragua by river trans-
port. |

On 1 May, Contras operat-
ing in the nearby jungle
opened fire on a tugboat pull-
ing the barge loaded with
supplies. The CIA-trained
attackers boarded the barge
and doused it with petrol,
ignoring picas from the cap-
tain that all it contained was
food, medical supplies, and
soap. They set it ablaze.

Three days later, near the
northern border with Hon-
duras, contras raided the
town of Ciudad Antigua, kid-
napping ten people including

two young teachers: Sonia

Albir (17) and Sandra Velaz-
quez (18).

The young women had
been taking part in Niecar-
agua’s drive to eliminate illi-
teracy among the people,

- Shin Bet

g

Torture ‘Standard’

ISRAELI secret police
methods have become the
subject of a fresh scandal
after the release of an army
officer who had served seven
years of an 18-year ‘treason’
sentence.

Lieutenant Izzat Nafsu
won his appeal in a closed
court session, establishing
that the Shin Bet security
service had used torture,
framed him, lied about its
methods, and destroyed
transcripts of the interroga-
tion.

Israeli media reports
quoted anonymous Shin Bet
officers as saying the
methods used against Nafsu
were ‘standard’. =

Lawyers representing
Palestinians held on ‘secur-
ity’ charges were last week
studying the court ruling to

- see whether it might have

bearing on re-opening their
clients cases.

Nafsu, from the small Cir-

.cassion minority, was ac-

cused of spying for Fatah,
the Palestinian guerilla
movement sull‘)porting Y as-
ser Arafat. While serving in
south Lebanon with an
Israeli special operations
unit in 1979, he had gone
along to a meet with a man
said to have information on
PLO activity in the area.

This had turned out to be a
Fatah commander who tried
to persuade”him to help
them. Nafsu refused, but

- according to his seniors, did

not inform them of the con-
tact.

Nafsu insisted that he was

innocent of the espionage
and treason charges howev-
er, and that Shin Bet tor-
tured him for a confession
and framed him. |

The case is the second big
scandal concerning Shin Bet.
Last year, service chief

~Avraham Shalom and sever-
al top officers resigned after

““““““

inquiries had established
Shin Bet officers killed two
Palestinian youth captured
after trying to hijack a bus to
Gaza in 1984.

~ Although it had been
known the youths were killed
after capture, Shin Bet had
covered-up the fact that this
was after the army handed
them over for interrogation.
The cover-up extended to let-
ting a semior army officer
take the blame. '

President Herzog was
widely criticised for fore-

stalling any criminal court:

action by granting presiden-

- tial pardons to the security

Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir, who defended the
Shin Bet action, complained
last week that there was too
much public discussion of
the security services, which

- were in the ‘frontline against

terrorism’.

One Israeli paper called
the Nafsu case ‘Israel’s
Dreyfus Affair’ (referring to
the French Jewish army
officer whose frame-up on

espionage charges was a

cause celebre in the 1890s,
and divided French society.)

Every Israeli school pupil
will have heard of Dreyfus, if
only because among the
journalists who covered that
case was Theodor Herzl, who
was moved the following
year to write ‘The Juden-
staat’ (The Jewish State),
and became the founder of
political Zionism. ~
® A public meeting has been
called in London over the

case of Israeli socialist Michel

Warshawsky, facing serious

- charges of ‘assisting the

enemy’, ‘because his Alterna-
tive Information Centre was
preparing a report on Israeli
interrogation methods. The
Centre has been closed by
Jerusalem .police. . (see. list-
ings, p.14) . N

something the reactionary

Contras and their backers in

Washington plainly object
to.

On 9 May, mothers of the
two girls and other town-
speople from Ciudad Anti-
gua presented a petition to
the Honduran embassy, call-
ing on President Azcona of

- Honduras to guarantee .the

kidnap victims’ safety and
stop letting his country be
used as a base for the con-
tras.

In Washington, Oregon
doctor David Linder and his
wife Elisabeth told a Con-
gressional hearing they
blamed the Reagan adminis-
tration for the murder of
their son Benjamin.

‘I consider the United
States government and its
effectors — the Contras —
guilty of this crime’, David
Linder told the committee on
13 May.

Linder described how Ben-
Jamin, surveying for a small

.......

American-financed Contfas

hydroelectric project in

northern Nicaragua, had
been shot at close range as
he lay injured after a gre-
nade attack. |

‘The killings took place in
an isolated ravine one mile
from any settlements. There
was nothing there to destroy
other than the lives of Ben
and his co-workers.

‘Ben and others had been

‘in the area long enough for

the Contras to know who
they were and what they
were doing. This was an
ambush, not a chance en-
counter. This is murder.’

The gangster mentality of
US rulers was exposed when
Republican representative
Connie Mack, from Florida,

blurted out: ‘Your son, he
kind of asked for it, didn’t
he?’ | |
There were gasps and his-
ses from the audience. As
Elisabeth Linder tried to re-
ply, Mack interrupted,;
saying: ‘You came here to

‘blame this government, the

President, and those fighting

for freedom .. .

_‘Sir, the Contras are not
fighting for freedom’, Eli-
sabeth Linder replied.

In Portland, Oregon, the
Linders’ home town, the city

council declared a week of

mourning for Ben Linder,
and demanded the US gov-
ernment halt aid to the Con-
tras. Nearly 1,000 people
took part in a march in Seat-
tle, where the council de-
clared 10 May ‘Ben Linder

- Day’.

At a New York tribute to
the murdered American on

13 May, attended by 800 peo-

ple, Nicaragua’s deputy
ambassador to the United
Nations Julio Icaza said Ben-
Jamin Linder had joined
thousands of Nicaraguans
tortured, kidnapped and kil-
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led by the Contra ‘freedom
fighters’.

Nicaragua had been’
pushed deeper into poverty

and suffered hardship as a
result of a war directed by
the US government, Icaza
said, but ‘we know very well
that this is not a policy sup-
ported by the American
people.’

To applause, he added:
‘We know there are many
Ben Linders in this
country!.’

Organisations sending
volunteers to work in Nicar-
agua report a flood of ap-
plications from young people

throughout the United States |

in response to the murder of
Ben Linder. -

Anti-Arab case

A UNITED STATES im-
migration judge has thrown
out charges against seven
Palestinians and a Kenyan
after the official seeking
their deportation failed to
turn up In court.

The eight had been held in

maximum security as sup-

posed ‘terrorists’.
Defence attorney Dan

‘Stormer, who has charged

that the Immigration and
Naturalisation Service (INS)
was singling out Palesti-
nians solely on account of
their nationality, said Cali-
fornia INS official Gilbert
Reeves, who had failed to
answer .a subpoena to give
evidence, had no evidence to
give. .

‘All he had was the Con-
tingency Plan, and he would
have had to admit that or

- lie,’ the attorney said, refer-

ring to a secret INS plan,
recently revealed, providing
for mass internment camps

for Arabs and Iranians..

o~
V- e 2

thrown out

Los- Angeles accountant
Khader Hamide, threatened
with deportation with his Ke-
nyan wife Julie Mungai, said

he felt outraged:

‘They hold us in maximum
security for three weeks, call
us terrorists, try to destroy
our lives, and now refuse to
tell the American people
why they did this to us.’

After spying on the couple
for three years and failing to
find evidence of any law-
breaking, the FBI turned the
case over to the INS for de-
portation proceedings.

On 23 April the INS drop-
ped charges against six of
the eight under the MeCar-
ran Act, based on alleged
possession of ‘communist
literature’, and tried to pro-
ceed on alleged visa viola-
tions.

But Hamide and Michel
Shehadeh, both long-term re-
sidents in the US, continue to
face deportation under
McCarran Act eharges. -

g .
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BY JOHN CRAWFORD

BANKING used to be about
lending other people’s money
to industrialists, to help them

- exploit workers. The crazy ex-

pansion of debt in the United
States of the 1980s makes
that look ludicrously oid-
fashioned.

For the mad rush of manu-
facturers and consumers to
get into debt is nothing com-
pared with the fantastic

growth of debt in the financial

sector itseif. In capitalism’s
modern form, the banks them-
selves have become the big-
gest borrowers.

Whatever may have been

‘the origin of AIDS, it has a lot

in common with the spread of

.indebtedness. With its
apparently limitless capacity.

for reproduction, debt des-
troys capitalism’s internal
control mechanisms.

Taking on a life of its own, it
changes its main actors into.
carriers. In the words of lvan

Boesky, the man who turned

‘his best friends over to pro-

secution for ‘insider trading’:
‘i’'s a sickness | have, in the
face of which I'm helpless’.

Like AIDS, the debt explo-
sion possesses a wild, uncon-
trolled character. Middiemen
have been transformed in a
few short years from nothing
at all to the borrowers of bil-
lions of dollars. How did they
do it? S

The answer lies in ways
being found to use someone
else’s debt as a security for
new borrowing. Debts can be
packaged into publicly trade-
able securities — they are

‘securitised’.
°  Something appears on aba- |

lance-sheet as a loan. When it
is transformed into a security,

- one form of indebtedness is

hidden by another — or, at
least, it is hidden from th

- debtor himself. |

What happens to this new
borrowing? It is used as
security for more borrowing
— re-securitised. A good ex-
ample is the aptly named
‘death-backed bond’, a securi-
tised life-insurance contract.

in the strange new language
of Wall Street, this is ‘nuclear
finance’. Not only does this
movement feed on itself, but

its capacity for self-

nourishment seems im-
measurable. |

Deceptive

But this appearance is high-
Inedeceptlve.. At each link of
the securitisation .chain, the

‘quality’ of the debt — the

chance that it will ever be
repaid — gets weaker.

In reality
that the principal will never be

‘repaid. Of course, it is not
done to speak of this in polite

company. Iit’s bad for their
ulcers.

So the expansion of debt

takes on a closed, .auton-
omous character. Financial
institutions play a part on
both sides of the market, both
as producers and consumers

of debt.

The same debts are sold
and resold at discounted
prices in a bewildering tangle
of indebtedness. Wall Street
calls them ‘wasting assets’,
where paper is piled on paper
and the credit risk ‘trans-
ferred’. |

The movement must be-
come ever more furious, and
the fear of collapse is never

far away. What we have to

grasp is that this mountain of

IOUs bears less and less rela-

tion to the production of
goods and services, let alone

to the lives of the people who

produce them.

Billions of dollars fly back
down
-manufacturing assets like dis-
appearing forests.’ '

and forth, chopping

, any idiot knows

billionnaire

Long, long ago, before such
developments could be

dreamt of, a man called Karl

Marx wrote:

‘With the development of
the credit system and in-
terest-bearing capital, ali
capital seems to double and
even treble itself by the va-
rious modes in' which the
same capital, or perhaps the
same claim of debt, appears

- in different forms in different

hands.’ -

. Even Marx, however, would
have been astonished to see
what is happenning in the
1980s. Between 1980 and
1985, the securities industry’s
total capital more than tre-
bled, reaching $22 billion.

In the same period, the total
‘wasting assets’ went up four-
fold, to nearly $400 billion.

Last year, a former philoso-

phy student, Carl Icahn, aided
by an upstart investment
bank, Drexel Burham Lam-

bert, began a raid on United

States Steel — Big Steel.

Calls

With a few well-placed
phone calls, they raised $8
billion and threatened one of
the most powerful firms on

the planet. Before that, this.
company was frightened of

nothing, not even the Justice

Department’s anti- trust ac-

tions.

Drexels, now a leading pro-
ducer of ‘junk’, were esti-
mated last year to have
earned over $1.5 billion, an
amount about equal to their
capital.

Nobody could have match-

ed this feat in the past, not

even in the heyday of US
investment in apartheid, when
black South - African wages
were determined by the em-
ployers’ feeble conscience.

John Kluge is now reck-
oned to be the second richest

~ man in America. In two years,

his fortune shot up from a
mere $300 million to $2.5 bil-
lion. And all by ingeniously

finding new ways of getting

into debt.

Andrew Singler, head of the
Roundhouse, the US equiva-
lent of the CBI, said of the
kings of this bizarre financial

casino: ‘They are acquirin?I |

the greatest weaith of a
time.’ R
This-is a system which in-
creasingly reminds you of
Dracula. It sucks biood from
the ‘real’ economy at an ever-
increasing rate.

'Each of its victims is trans-
formed into another blood-
sucker. One by one, the re-

maining productive sectors of

capitalism get hooked on the
speculative craze.

Nuclear armaments and
‘nuclear finance’ are the
foundations of the most
powerful economy on earth,
the most ‘civilised’ nation.

-And, don’t forget, whatever its

problems, this remains the
centre of world capitalism.

In six years of Reagano-
mics, US defence spending
has gone up to $1.4 trillion.
But the financial sector now
contributes over 40 percent to
the Gross National Product.

No wonder that William
Seidman issued a warning of
the dangers involved. He is
head of the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, the
people authorised by Con-

- gress to bail out banks that

get into trouble.

‘The financial area is prob-
ably, next to nuclear war, the
kind of area that can get out of
control,’ Seidman is quoted
as saying, ‘and once out of

-control cannot be constrained

and will probably do more to

upset the civilised world than

a?out anything you can think
of.’

Not very literate, perhaps,
but you can- see what he

means.: :
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Our programme
of action for
the crisis

MILLIONS of workers and young people
face a desperate crisis.

grows; thousands are homeless; tens of
thousands are herded into cheap labour
schemes:; millions face the destruction 6f the
health and education services.

The whole of society is menaced by the

threat of nuclear war, unleashed by capital-

ism to save its dying system.

The main points of our programme of
action to mobilise the working class are:

1. Complete independence of the unions
from the state. Whatever government is In
office after 11 June, the trade union leaders
must be forced to end their collaboration
with the MSC and all state bodies. Such
bodies were created to police the trade
unions and undermine the independent
strength of the working class.

2. Workers’ committees on a national scale
to defend all those in struggle against the
state, including those like the Caterpillar
workers who occupy their plants to defend

their jobs and families.

3. Immediate scrapping of YTS/JTS and
other slave labour schemes. Organise a
public works programme under workers’
control to restore full employment. A crash
programme to solve the housing problem,
and to build hospitals and schools that are
urgently needed. Local community commit-
tees to take over empty and misused proer-
ty, to immediately house homeless people.

4. Open up the secrets of the City of London,

‘the monopolies, banks and other financial

institutions to the labour movement. Place

them under the control of workers’ commit-

tees. Exproprxate them without compensa-
tion.

5. The breaking up of MI5, together with the
pollce and army. The formatlon of a work-
ers’ militia to protect the interests of the
working class.

6. Educational facilities for all who need
them. Full maintenance for all students.

.. A break from all imperialist alliances,
including NATO. Withdrawal of all British
forces from imperialist bases, including the
north of Ireland. Restoration of the Malvinas
islands to Argentina.

3. The development of a world plan to use

"the resources of a socialist Britain in col-

laboration with the peoples of the former
colonial and semi-colonial countries, as well
as with the Soviet Union, eastern Europe,
and China. This is the only basis on which
problems of world starvation and poverty
can be tackled.

The bulldlng of a party based on thlS

programme is an urgent matter for the

working class. We call on those who support

this statement to join the Workers Revolu- ,

tionary Party.

Unemployment

OCKLAND

NIIW lher e are t(wo

nations on Isle of DO!IS

NOWHERE in all London is the divide between rich and poor more pronounced than in

Docklands in the East End.

The Isle of Dogs is the island created by a bend in the Thames and the waterways which, until
the mid-1970s, were Britain’s busiest docks. Thousands of local people were employed here but
then contalnerlsatlon was introduced, making them surplus to requirements.

Since then the asset strippers and property speculators have moved in. With the help of the London
Docklands Development Corporation (LDDC) — to which Parliament has given the right to snatch land in the
area — they have carved up this prime site, only minutes from the City. What little industry was left has been
unable to resist the pressure to sell up for a quick profit, giving an extra twist to the spiral of unemployment.

Advertised as a cross between Venice and New York, Docklands has become a dormitory area for bankers
and yuppies. Luxury apartment complexes provide everything for the discerning yuppie. One-bedroom flats
at £190,000 — or, if you prefer, the two-bedroom variety offers that bit of extra comfort at a mere £230,000.

Inside his ‘spacious penthouse’ (everything from the ground floor up is called a penthouse) ‘nothing has been

spared to create an ambience of fine luxury.

. achieved with style and just the slightest hint of

overstatement’. While his aesthetic sensibilities are massaged by the wonderful riverside walks, the yuppie is

‘happy in the knowledge that he owns a piece of history which is very likely to apprec1ate in value.

But while the bankers and yuppies go wind-surfing on the Millwall Docks what has become of the working
class who used to work here? What have these changes meant for them? After viewing what the developer had
to offer, I went to see Kate Bushaway.

Kate lives with her husband and
three children on the second floor
of a block of council flats next door
to one of the new complexes.

Margaret Thatcher had just
launched her election campaign
from her battle-bus on the Isle of
Dogs, claiming that Docklands
represented the Jewel in the Crown
of Tory policies.

I asked Kate if these develop-
ments had changed her life for the
better.

‘We are at the moment trying to

get in touch with the Borough Sur-

veyor’s office’; she said, ‘because

we have a lot of worries about the

safety of the blocks now.

“The work being done on the site
with the stone-crushing machine
and pile-drivers, coupled with the
site trafﬁc has damaged our build-
ings.

‘There are a lot of older buildings
on the island which are going to

 have the same problem,’ she said

as she took me to see the damage
done to the block next door.

Kate’s neighbour, who has a
month-old baby, is afraid to push

" the pram onto her balcony because

of the cracked brickwork in an
arch overhead.

The archway is held up with a
couple of bits of two-by-two. Huge
cracks can be seen throughout the
building. The brickwork is erumb-
ling and the stairs are cracked
through at the top of each landing .

‘At the moment the Tenants’
Association is trying to keep track
of all the repairs that are not being
done’, Kate said.

‘When it started the noise was

unbelievable. But the vibration

.
--------------

it or not, we had to

was the main thing that worried

- us.

‘It was ust like living on a train.
In the early morning you would
have thought you were on board a
sleeper. They started work at
6a.m. and the beds would start
rocking.

‘This went on all day and believe
give the kids
sea-sickness pills so that they
could eat their dinner.

‘They have got to clean up this
estate’, she sald when I asked her
about the council’s role, ‘because if
they don’t 1t will depremate the
value of those places over there.

‘They are going to pretty up the
flats by painting the outside, which
is a bit of a waste of time because

all the windowsills have got dry

rot.

‘You can pick lumps of window-
sill up and crumble it between your
fingers.

‘They re not doing us any
favours and what little bit of be-
ne?t we can get we are going to
get.

‘What they are asking for a
three- bedroom house on the Isle of
Dogs could buy half of north Wales,
and these people in Lego-land are
not going to pay those prices if all
they can see out of their windows 1s
squalor.

‘That’s why one of the plans they
have for this estate 1s to build a 30-
foot wall between us and the yup-
pie estate.

“They don’t want us to hang
washing out on our balconies any
more, so they offeredto provide us

‘with a drying area on the other side

of the flats.

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

‘But after washing and rinsing
you may as well put your clothes
down the chute because they won’t
be there when you go back for
them. -

‘There’s no lift, and for the peo-
ple on the top ﬂlght of stairs to go
all the way down and around the
other side 1ts too much. |

When 1 asked Kate if the LDDC,
had brought any employment to
the island she advised me to ‘goup -
to Dod Street, where everyone on

" the island signs on, and have a look

at the queue going in.

‘There are jobs in the area’ she
said. ‘There are barmaid jobs —

. but then they are pulling the pubs

down. There are caretaker jobs or
cleaning ]obs — but real jobs?
Well, there’s Asda, the super-
market but the LDDC don’t em-
ploy local people.

‘There is a red brick road which
runs through the island all the way
from Poplar. It took donkey’s ages
to build. All the bricks were made
in France and Belgium, and they
cost more than a pound each.

‘There was miles of it but only
two local people were employed on
it.

‘They advertise jobs for these
sites all over the country and in
Ireland, but they don’t advertise
them in the local papers. |

‘My husband is on a Restart
S(f:heme There is no job at the end
of 1t

‘He is a painter and decorator by
trade but he is now teaching

~ youngsters to do his job.

‘He is now doing for £100 a week
what he used to do five years
ago for £200 a week, teaching

The council flats on the Isle of Dogs have been neglected for years — and now vibration from the pile drivers
threatens to bring the balconies down
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. others who only get £60 a week,
'. taking jobs away from tradesmen
who are now on the dole.

‘He doesn’t like it, but it’s either
take it or starve. -

. ‘These schemes force people to
work for less money than they can
live on, sometimes less money
than they can get on the dole.

‘Somebody is making a lot of
money!
‘We now get Family Income Sup-

plement because he 1s on such a
low wage.

- With that, they work out the
absolute minimum that you can
live on, take away your wages, and
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what’s left over, they give you
half.’

When I asked her who the LDDC
is run by, Kate said: ‘You tell me.
We can’t even find out who to talk
to. Whoever we talk to they say
they will pass on our view, but they
make it clear that they don’t have
any authority to deal with it.

“The LDDC are known on the
island as the Local Deceive and
Destroy Club. They’re property
speculators who have got absolute-
ly no interest in decent housing or
jobs for local people.

‘Before this all began we got a

letter saying that the ground was
being sold and asking if anyone

OO

Kay Thompson‘ has to take her baby out under an arch supported by a

v,

. £100,000 apartments overlook the docks where thousands of East Enders used to work
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had any objections. But we have
found since that it does not matter
what objections we have, they are
going to do exactly as they please.

‘There was a meeting where they
were discussing the Docklands
Forum. This is a document which
took thousands of pounds of our
money and years to prepare.

‘The representatives of the
LDDC didn’t even want to read it.

‘We have just been strung along
by them from the word go. For
example, there was a big piece of
land called the Mud Chute which -
had allotments on it and a small
farm. Kids could go there to learn
how to milk a cow.
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Thatcher declared in 1981 that the Isle of Dogs was an ‘enterprise zone’ — and
handed the area to speculators

to build the private houses first in
order to pay for the council houses.

‘We know that we’ll end up with
half-a-dozen houses at a rent that
nobody can afford. |

‘Apart from the odd sweetshop

you have only got one shop on the
island now and that is Asda.

‘They have changed the bus
route, making it difficult to go
anywhere else.

‘Before the developers came the
56 bus used to go off the island,
straight along the Commercial
Road to Aldgate, turn around,
‘come back, and all the way round
the island again’.

‘Now they have changed it so
that it no longer goes near the

‘They told us that if they could major shops, the community law

get the go-ahead for the supermar-
ket and a car park there they
would then landscape and re-fence
the rest of it.

‘But they have encroached onto
the farm, which is getting smaller
and smaller. There are houses on it
now and we know that eventually it
will go altogether and we’re not
going to have it at all.

‘In the same way they have said
that they will build some new coun-
cil houses, but they say they've got

'4%s O D ey

centre, the housing office, or the
employment office. Now it heads
straight along the Highway, past
Murdoch’s plant at Wapping, and
out towards the City. |

‘It’s still possible to get there,
but with two buses. So with a baby,
a push chair, and a week’s shop-
ping to buy you’re not going to fight
your way on and off two buses
wh%n you can go just down the
road. |

‘T would prefer to go to the other

... -

shops but unless you have a car
you have to shop at Asda.

‘The developers don’t particular-
ly want to, but they have got to
keep a certain number of council
houses on the Island.

‘There are still a lot of council
houses, but previously that was all
there was.

‘Because of the influx of yuppies
I don’t know whether the balance
.of power has been shifted on the
island.

‘Previously no one but Labour
would even bother contesting, be-
cause they knew that they did not
have a snowball’s chance in hell.
But we may get the Alliance in
here now.

‘I don’t agree with everything
that the Labour Party have done.
but I think that they can’t do any
worse than she has done for us, and
she has certainly ‘‘done for us”

around here. She has killed off this
area.’

Finally I asked Kate 1f she
thought the Labour Party would
put right what had happened on the
Isle of Dogs.

‘I don’t know. . . I hope so’, she
replied.

Kate Bushaway on the balcony of her council flat — falling down while Wimpey

build luxury homes next door
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. Simon Pirani reports from Brazil
~ onthe 10th Congress of the
- Convergencia Socialista,
Brazilian section of the
International Workers League

Working class

THE FOURTH

INTERNATIONAL
TODAY

THE BRAZILIAN Trotskyists of Convergencia

Socialista (CS) voted full support for the interna-

tional conference to re-organise the Fourth In-
ternational recently. | |

The setting-up of the ~ -
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conference preparatory
committee was ‘a great
step forward’ stated a re-

solution passed unani-

mously at their 10th Con-
gress in Sao Paulo.

A delegation from the
Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty which attended the Con-
gress and participated in the
international discussion was
greeted with open arms.

CS, Brazilian section of the

‘International Workers

League (Fourth Internation-
al) also resolved to intensify
its campaign against pay-
ment of Brazil’s $110 million
foreign debt.

The right-wing regime of
President Sarney suspended
debt payment in February,
pouring fuel on the flames of
anti-debt feeling which are
burning throughout Latin

America.

But now Sarney is set to

crumble under imperialist
pressure. His finance minis-
ter Dilson Funaro, who orga-
nised suspension of debt pay-
ments, resigned last
Monday. ‘

The International Monet-
ary Fund, and the Brazilian
bourgeoisie, are breathing
down Sarney’s neck. Brazil’s
rampant working class
movement -— which

-emerged from illegality

eight years ago and is now
20-million strong — is kick-
ing him in the stomach.

In February last year,
prices and wages were
frozen with Sarney’s Cruza-
do Plan. Of course the capi-
talist class took no notice of

the regulations — but at

least workers could buy rice
and beans.

‘But no sooner had the right

wing PMDB won last .

November’s election than

- the Cruzado Plan was junk-

ed. A new plan was brought
in which allowed prices to
rise, but maintained a ‘trig-
ger’ mechanism (‘gatilho’)
so that wages were au-
gmented each month to keep

- up. |

0ppo$ition

. The new plan provoked
open opposition from Sar-
ney’s right. Not even Bra-
zil’s state governors would
pay the monthly increase he
decreed. The working class,
for its part, replied with a
one-day general strike last
December.

Now inflation is galloping
ahead at 15 per cent a month.
1987 began with a wave of
strikes, including a particu-
larly violent one by bank-
workers, where CS lead deci-
sive sections. |

Just before the CS Con-

gress, the left-wing United

Workers’ Confederation
(CUT), advanced an econo-
mic emergency plan includ-
Ing a sliding scale of wages
and gave the government 45
days to implement it. If the
plan is not accepted by Sar-
neyv. say the CUT, they will
hold a campaign of strikes
and demonstrations culmi-
naung in a general stoppage.

CS voted to concentrate its
campaigns in CUT-affiliated

unions, where it leads 300,000

workers, against the IMF-
imposed debt.

The Trotskyists are calling
oo CUT leacﬂars to go to a
Ilzun American conference
X rzde unionists, called to
3 the debt, and press
T rocament-wide action,

™ -
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executive will press for im-
plementation of the general
strike call. They pioneered
the proposal for a general
strike, but until two weeks
ago were outvoted on the
1ssue. .

‘Sarnéy Out’ is CS’s main

political slogan. They adv-
ance a programme of a slid-
ing wage scale, cancellation
of external debt, repeal of
corporatist anti-union laws,
nationalisation under work-
ers’ control and agrarian re-
form.

Until a month ago, CS cal-
led for Brazil’s national

-bourgeois Constituent

Assembly to assume power
for passing laws, and dis-
place president Sarney —
who was handed power from
military dictatorship which
ended 1n 1984.

But the Assembly express-
ly voted for its own sub-
ordination to Sarney. CS has
now reverted to the slogan
which brought millions on to
the streets in 1984 — ‘direct
elections for president’.

Within the workers’ move-
ment the propaganda work
1s on the need for a workers’
government. But until sec-

- tions of the class rally to that

call and break from their
illusions in the national
bourgeoisie, they do not agi-
tate for a workers’ govern-
ment as an immediate pers-
pective.

CS reflects all the vitality
of Brazil’s young working-
class organisations. A rally
of 1,300 which opened the
congress on Friday night
greeted delegations from the
provinces with chanting,
tambourines and rattles.

Banners from C$ regions

mingled with' those from:

Trotskyist-led unions — the
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"Minas Gerais miners, the

Rilo de Janeiro metalwor-
kers’ opposition, teachers,
bank workers and regional
sections of CUT.

There were warm cheers
for a delegation who had set
out three days before from
Belem in the north (don’t
forget Brazil is bigger than
western Europe).

‘Only With the Fourth In-
ternational Can We Go For-
ward’, ‘Warning To the Sta-
linists — Latin America and
the rest of the world is full of
Trotskyists’, ‘Fight, Fight
For Workers’ Power’ and
‘Imperialism Beware, the
Trotskyists are Everywhere’
were the favourite slogans.

23 regional union presi-
dents and several national
union leaders, all CS mem-

bers, were clapped on to the-

stage, along with Jair Mene-
guelli, the president of CUT.
But pride of place, and a

_deafening round of applause,

went to delegations from the

WRP in Britain, the Interna- )

tional Workers League
(Fourth International), its
Colombian section the
Socialist Workers Party

- (PST) and its American sec-

tion, the Internationalist
Workers Party (IWP).

A minute’s silence was
held for the late Nahuel

Moreno, former leader of the

IWL(FI). His death in Janu-
ary was a tremendous loss
and deepened the problems
of leadership, said CS leader
Marra Jose Lourenco.

‘Despite boundless tech-

nological advances, the
majority of the world is hun-
gry,” she said. But workers
across the world — she sur-
veyed the revolutionary

. ated by the Communist Par-

struggle- from Latin Amer-

ica, Europe, the workers’

Important slogan for many Brazilian workers

states and the Far East —

were fighting back. The con-

‘struction of the Fourth Inter-

national as ~a world party
was more important tha
ever. -

Leon Perez of the IWL(FI)
reported on the work of the

preparatory committee for

the international conference.
‘We in the IWL(FI) are com-

mitted to.building a world

party, the Fourth Interna-
tional, based on the prineiple
of democratic centralism,’
he said. |

Jair Meneguelli, a popular
leftist- union leader with a
following in Brazil compara-
ble to that of Arthur Scargill,
paid fulsome tribute to CS.

Significant

‘I know how you are perse-

cuted throughout the move-

ment, even in the ‘““comba-
tive”’ sections. But no-one
can deny that CS represents
a very significant element in
thgdbuilding of the CUT,’ he
said.

‘I wish you all the luck in

the world, all the happiness:

I recognise publicly the
courageous struggle which
you are taking up in this

country. As long as there are

people like you, the CUT will
get stronger.’ .

Meneguelli contrasted

CS’s principled work in the

unions with: that of ‘certain
leaders who call themselves
revolutionary’ but had failed

to support his fight to break

the Belo Horizonte metal-
workers’ union from the
right-wing CGT union con-

tederation, which is domin-

ty and by right-wingers who

collaborated with the ‘milit-

ary dictatorship.

‘In some countries in
Europe they call me a Trots-
kyist,” he said. ‘If that means
I am against imperialism —
yes I am; if that means I am

‘against the dictatorship in

Paraguay and Chile — yes I
am; if that means I support
Polish Solidarity — yes: and
if that means I am for the
transformation of society to
socialism — yes.’ |

Cyro Garcia, who repre-
sents the powerful Rio bank
workers’ union on the CUT
executive and is a CS mem-
ber, told the rally how CS
was pressing for the general
strike proposal to be made
concrete.

‘People are fighting for
money to buy food and land
to live on. They are not con-
cerned with the govern-
ment’s diplomacy; they are
tighting through the work-
ers’ movement,” he said.

‘The biggest problem is
the leadership of the unions.
fIt‘he main task is to change
1t.’ |
- CS leader Eduardo de
Almeida compared the par-
ty’s policy of a general strike
to bring down Sarney with
that of the Communist Party
which supported Sarney on
the grounds of fear of a milit-
ary coup. ‘To be against the

‘military means opposing
- Sarney,’ he said.

.The imperialists, the
military and the ruling class
all want Sarney in power.’ |

De Almeida said the

general strike proposal

came not from CS but from
the hundreds of strikes that
had taken place in the recent
months.- -~ -~ - |

- Congratulating party
. branches for their turn-out,

he reminded them of Trofs-
ky’s position that we wanted

‘not just more papers sold,

and more members, but a
revolution in every country
In the world.’

There were messages of
greeting to the congress
from the Black People’s -
Movement of Rio, the
IWL(FI) and its Para-

guayan, Portuguese and

Argentine sections, the
several Stalinist and centrist
groups. |

Bill Hunter of the WRP
told the rally of his warm

- appreciation of a Trotskyist

movement with a young age
which ‘had succeeded in

breaking from that isolation

from the working class
which always plagued our
movement, particularly in
Europe, and put its roots into
the mass movement’. He
looked forward to joint work
for the re-organisation of the
Fourth International with

the comrades of CS.

As well as the internation-
al and national documents,
the congress — attended by
delegates and visitors repre-
senting 840 militants (active
members) — passed resolu-

“tions on student work, the

women’s question and on
work in the Workers’ Party
(PT), an electoral front
aligned with the CUT.

Resolutions on the black
question, the armed forces,
and the agrarian struggle,
were remitted to the incom-
ing Central Committee,
which was elected after a
thorough two-hour discus-
sion on leadership. The party
resolved to concentrate on

- educational work among the
- large number of new com-

rades being recruited from

.

the unions.” "
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IN 1926, seven hundred Ger-
man Communist Party leaders
sent a resolution to the Central
Committée which took the in-
itiative in forging solidarity
with the Russian Opposition. It
declared that the majority of
Communist workers would
support it if the real opposites
could be drawn out in an all-
sided discussion based on clear
information.

In this struggle the Lenin Opposi-
tion fought against the perspective
of socialism in one country and for
the furthering of the revolutionary
movement in-all countries in close
connection with the building of
socialism in Russia until the
triumph of socialism through the
victory of world revolution.

‘Five other points were made.
One’ back to Lenin and the real
undistorted Leninism! This had to
be the slogan of the discussion. I
signed too. ' :

‘The Stalinists replied with ex-
pulsions but not until a very far-
reaching discussion had taken
place. Up to 2,000 comrades par-
ticipated in that discussion.

‘It was not until 1929 that the
Stalinists began to dominate the
Party.

‘We fought for a united front
tactic with the social democrats

within the KPD. Despite all inner _
Party struggles we preserved the

unity of the Party from the outside.

‘Our members were active with
us everywhere. I worked as a dust-

- man and got sacked because of my

political work. I worked as a road-
sweeper, and I worked in an
asylum.’

- Anton Grylewicz was the leader
of the Lenin League until 1930
Hippe left too. Grylewicz continued
to be a leading Trotskyist and pub-
lisher of Trotsky’s writings in the
German language.

The wrong politics of the-Stalin-
ists had a disastrous effect on the
Party. The membership shrank to
a tenth of its size. ~

~Just as they did in the Russian

Party, the German Stalinists oper-
ated with slanders. It was theijr
only method of reply to anything
put out by the left.

In 1928, the excluded Left
Opposition formed -around a' re-
solution, expressing a strong
tendency to build an independent
party. At Easter this became
known as the Lenin League.

‘We understood the Lenin
League to be a faction of the KPD
fighting to reform the Party. Many

members of the KPD and other |

organisations came to our lectures
and discussions.

‘When the KPD organised public
meetings we raised the question of
the permanent revolution.

. We were labelled as agents of
imperialism and the counter-

revolution. They made no attempt

to answer us theoretically, only
with fists. We were thrown out of
the meetings but the discussion
continued on the streets.

‘We were able to win many sym-
pathisers. The Communist Youth
Organisation used sticks and
stones against groups of opposition
like us.’

Stalin’s ultra-left course, called
the Third Period, moved against
social democracy and the German
Trade Union Federation. The
theory of social fascism and the
building of ‘red’ trade unions (Re-
volutionary Trade Union Opposi-

tion) served as a tool to abandon

the united front tactic.

. The demands by the social demo-

crats for the re-opening of closed
factories; the seizure of assets of
big industries; seizure of all capit-
al and means of the bosses: sabo-
taging of preduction: contracting
for deliveries to the Soviet Union;
the confiscation of all land for use
by the farmworkers and peasants
— all these were swept under the
carpet as they entered a coalition
government with the reactionary
forces of industrialists and
bankers.

Demonstrations became illegal.
The police adopted a shoot-to-kill
policy. These moves were de-
fended by the social democrats.

- The KPD called a mass strike with

slogans which encouraged workers
to think they were strong enough to
take the power and the ruling class
too weak to resist,

The slogan of the 'sjocial demo- '
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'OSKAR and GERTRUD HIPPE

crats was ‘Berlin is not Rome —
Germany is not Italy’.

‘Fascism was not possible as it

had been in Italy, they said, be-
cause the growing radicalisation of
the German working class and the
huge sections of the petty
bourgeois would prevent it.’

But the terror of the fascists was
growing. The fascist party re-
cruited many unemployed, im-
poverished workers and declassed
elements kept together with soup
kitchens and alcohol.

‘The police never attempted to
come to our assistance when we
were attacked because we were
not ‘“‘decent citizens”.

‘In reply to Stalin’s theory of

Socialism in One Country we pub-
lished, in 1931, the first issue of
“Permanent Revolution’’.

‘Socialism in One Country is no-
thing less than the negation of the
international character of the
socialist revolution.

‘We rejected unconditionally all
kinds of reformism and slogans of
nationally limited socialism and
liberation. |

‘Against Stalinism
with scientific Marxism.’

When 20,000-30,000 soclalist
workers split from the ‘socilal
democrats they formed a new par-
ty, the Socialist Workers Party

(SAP). The KPD called them left |

soclal fascists.

The left opposition of the Bolshe-
vik-Leninists was expelled by the
KPD and the opposite was
achieved as many joined it be-
cause of this.

‘We tried everything to form a
united front against the fascists

but the leadership of the KPD did
its utmost to prevent it.

“Our leaflets were written to a
large extent by Trotsky. “What
Now? Decisive Questions of the
German Proletariat’”’ was printed
In an edition of 10.000.

Many others followed, among
them ‘‘Against National Commun-
1sm — Is Fascism Really to Win?”’

and ‘“How Can National Socialism

Be Beaten?’’

Leon Sedov, Trot.sky’s son, reg-
ularly participated in the life of the

organisation. He issued the Rus-

sian Bulletin, the organ of the Rus-

‘sian Opposition, which was printed

by the same printers as Perma-

‘nent Revolution. -
‘Nobodﬁ realised at the time that -

two  brothers served as Stalinist

‘agents and that one of them was
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the mediator betWeen Tr‘btsky and
the German section.’

‘In 1932 we prepared to work
underground by reorganising into
small groups of five. Every com-

rade was clear with whom to work

illegally. We were to publish “‘Our
WOI'd/”'.

"We had to obtain 300 copies from
Switzerland as our printer refused
to touch it. We took a photograph of
every page, five inches by seven,

~ and bought magnifying glasses at

Woolworth for £1 each which we
delivered to our friends and cem-

rades. This is how they read the

paper normally.

‘We had to hide 2,000 leaflets of
Trotsky’s ‘“What Now?"’ as well as
other books and documents.’

In the days when tens of
thousands of trade unionists, social
democrat and KPD supporters
were being tortured by the Nazi
police or suffering in prisons and
concentration camps, the trade un-

‘1on leaders called on its mem-

bership to take part in a May Day
Rally organised by the Hitler gov-
ernment. -

On 2 May all trade union houses
and offices were occupied by the
Nazis and changed into the ‘Ger-
man Labour Front’.

The KPD was proscribed but the
social democrats remained legal

at first. In the same way as they
did after the World War I, they

- tried to make peace with all reac-

tionary forces. They offered to
work together with the Nazis in
return for the price of legality.

All other bourgeois parties
agreed with the law giving the
power to Hitler.

Theodor Heuss was the faction
leader who agreed with this. Such
gross bhetrayal of the German pro-

letariat did not prevent him from

being elected as first President of
the Federal Republic after 1945.

‘I refused to emigrate because I
didn’t want the politics to suffer
when other leading comrades left
the country. I lost my books at the
time when the Nazis burned Marx-
i1st and so-called decadent litera-
ture.’

Not all books got burnt. A large
amount were stored away. Most
people cleared out their precious
books because of the danger in-
volved.

‘In 1934, a comrade _'who,was

arrested by the Nazis informed

them of my activity and I was

arrested too.

-~ ‘They interrogated and tortured

me. But they didn’t succeed in
breaking my resistance.

‘They arrested Gertrud, to
blackmail her. Three weeks before
her arrest two Gestapo moved in
with her in our one bedroom flat
and
where.

‘She Kkept silent despite being
beaten and tortured, kicked and hit
with guns.

‘Cold water was poured over her

when she became unconscious.

Three of her vertebrae were
broken. This has left her bent and
never without pain since. But she

has never lost her good humour to
this day.

‘In the six days when they tor-
tured me I saw them carry away

followed her about ~every-

- sam - —— . ‘e -
A e T Y T e - et A Py e A = N sy e q.a-q...\,,._.,-—._,..._.“:w\._.H—_.,*M—h.,._-_.‘,y-,_-,~ b e AL S e mme, ay eat Tt L

Workers Press Saturday May 30 1987 PAGE 11

ppe

six people who had been to'rtured to
death.

‘They made me -eat three salt
herrings with scales and the inside
and offered water if I would speak.
I told them, ““If I have to eat double

the amount of herring I am not

- going to tell you anything.”’

"There wasn’t a white spot left on
my body but they did not succeed
with anything. -

‘On May Day morning we had
organised to sing ‘the Interna-
tionale at a given signal. The whole
prison rang out with all three

- verses. Everybody in the city could

hear us. The warders never disco-
Zf.red how we had managed to do

18.’ .
- When Hippe was released from
prison in 1936, he was unable to
obtain any employment. He al-
ways met with the same response:
‘We haven’t any jobs for people
like you.’ |

‘My wife was doing some clean-
Ing jobs. I got a little unemploy-
ment benefit and carried on with
whatever political work was possi-
ble. I was declared unfit for milit-
ary service.

‘In 1937 we had decided not to

send any of our comrades to Spain

under the conditions where  the
Soviet secret service did every-

thing to prevent the Spanish re-

volution from succeeding.

‘When we first heard the news of
Trotsky’s murder we could not be-
lieve it. It was not until January
1941 that we had it confirmed by
our paper ‘““Das Wort’’.

‘Most of our young comrades
were conscripted into the army in
1940. Older ones were sent to fight
the partisans in the Balkans. Not a
single one of them returned.

In 1943 Hippe received a sum-

‘mons to attend the military re-

cruitment board. He was asked to
prove his loyalty to Germany.

I told them I knew how to dis-
tinguish between the system of
rule by the Nazis and Germany,
and had always lived for Germany
In a politically conscious way.
They told me everyone had to
serve. I told them only servants
would do that, not free people who
only act from inner conviction.’

“After that I thought the ceiling

would come down and I was
thrown out.

‘I still don’t know why I Wasn’t
arrested!’

There was so much war damage

. Hippe was sent to repair central

heating systems.

On 20 July 1944 sections of the
military tried to rescue their own
skins. With the defeat of Stalingrad
the downfall of fascism became

‘certain. There was a move to get
- 11d of Hitler and replace him with

military rule. Parts of the illegal
trade union movement were to cov-
er as democratic <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>