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The Czech~Russian orisis, with Russia
threatening, manoeuvring,and brandishing

her tanks and troops to intimidate the

reforming Dubcek regime, shows Just how
insecure the Russian establishment feels.
It knows that the stalinist regimes in
Ruagia and East Burope are built on sand
- and recently the sands have been vis~
ibly shifting,largely in response to the
Crech 'liberalisation'.The Russians fear
the disinbegrating effects of the Czech
example on the rest of the bloc. More
than anything they are terrified +that
the Dubcek CP will lose conbrol of the
Czech ferment, thus reproducing the pat-
tern that unfolded in Hyngery in 1956,

At one point in late July it almost loo-
ked ag if they would use Soviet troops
to turn the Czech clock backwards, thus
presenting the world with & new exper-
ience: war hetween 2 stalinigt bureau-
cracies! But the obvious grip of the
Dubcek men on the Czech situation conv-
inced them that it was as yet unnecess-
ary. And they had to recken the cost of
a new Hungary: the leaders of most West-
ern (Ps declared that they would not
share the odium thig time, as they did
in 1956.

The drastic reform from above 4o which
the majority of the (PC was driven by
the crisis in their economy (see W.F.5)
has sent earth tremours echoing through~
out East Burope and into Russia itself,
where a cultural clampdown signals grow-
ing discontent.The stalinists are acute-
ly coriscious that beneath +he unstable
bureaucratic crust is the lava of work-
ers' revolution,looking for cracks: they
remember 1956,Thus ohce more we see that
stalinmism is a regime of almost perman~
ent crisis rent by explosive contradict-
ions.

The basgic contradiction is between the
interests of the workers and of the rot-
ten political/social bureauncracy which
monopolises power and as a rule maint-

.. ains a stifling dictatorship of the app~

aratus over the working class, This exp~-
resgses itself as a conbradiction between
the nationalised economic structure from
which the capitalists have been elimin-
ated, and bureaucratic rule.

A nationalised economy needs planming
and conscicus combrol by those wheo do
the work: real planning demands freedom
of discussion, of information, of ocoll-~
cctive choice of goals. Working class
democracy is as necessary for economic
efficiency as is oxygen to a man's Dbod-
ily functiong: lack of it produces con-
vulsions, waste, combradictions. But the
ruling bureaucracy is a parasitic socizsl
formetion which ensures its own material
well~being and privileges by +tightly
cemiroliling society. It fears democracy
becavse it would lead to the workers
guescioning its prerogatives and privile-
eges., It fears democracy because it
fears the working class. Thus it canaot
plan or orgarise the mationalised econ-
omy rotionally, I+t plans and organises
the economy in its own way, from on high
- administering people as things, with
the workers alienated and excluded from
control as under capitalism,

Though statification of the economy ends
the characteristic fetters of capitalism
on production internally, bureaucratic
rule in these states creates new types
of contradictions. The nscessary dynam—
ism of & mationalised economy is full
conscious control in every pore of +the
economy =~ only possible by the democ~
ratic control of the millions who Ilive
in the pores of the economy. Crude conb-—
rol from gbove is an anachronism, insff-
icient and wasteful, as if ons had a new
Jaguar and instead of pubting a tiger in
its tank one harhnessed a mule to pull it
along! In advanced Czechoslovakia the
economic consequences of this situaticn
became sc catastrophic as to force the
present innovations (limited restoration
of the free market internally, including
its peculiar type of waste). First came
the economic changes in early 1967, and



later the political reforms, as the bur-
eaucracy groped ~for a - reorganisation
that would allow it +o keep control
against the workers: the future of
the Dubcek regime depends on whether it
can maintain this control - and con-
vince the Rugsians that it can.

In Russia the power of this bureaucratic
caste arose out of the backwardness of
Bussia and the isolation of the Octcber
Revolution in the '20s. It seized power
in a counter~revolution against Bolghev-
ism. Bub in mogt of the other East Bure
opean countries the bureaucrats were
lifted or aided into the saddle by thelr
Russian pupprt masters 3in whose image
they moulded themselves,

Added tc the contradictions between the
workers and the buresaucracy, in the bloc
ag a whole there ig tension ariging from
the national oppression and parvasitism

of Russia's relations with most of the
other countries, and also conflicts of
interest between +the wvarious national

bureaucracies,This patchwork of tensions
is aggravated by the unevenness of dev-
elopment within the vazious 'sat &lite!
countries, and between these countries
and Russia itself.When the rulers in one
country move tc ease thelr own situation
they threaten the sgtability of their
neighbours: Hungary 1956 was initially
sparked off by the much milder movement
in Poiand ~ and went on to flower into
one of the most significant working
class revolts in three decades.

Hense the alarm of the Russian, ¥Folish
and Bast German bureaucrats at the Czech
liberalisation. What they fear was made

plain in the notorious letter of July 18.
They bluntly demanded a return of cen-

sorship and & general +totalitarian re~

assertion of rigid control by +the CP.

Signmificantly the Ozech Party's reply
simply reassured them that they could

keep control in their own way, and might

in fact lose it if they tried to retreat.
That it is +the contagion of liberalisat~

ion, and fear for the conbtinued control

of the CPCG, which haunt the Russians, is

shown by thelr explicit statement of
support for the economic innovations of
Sik and Dubcek.

The empirical -Dybecek .leadership first
discovered the uses of 'freedom' last
January, because of the need to bludgeon
the Novetnyite Old Guard - which was
simply ruining the economy and clearly
inbending to meinteain its power, After
the Special CPC Congress in Septenber,at
which the xemaining "01d Guard" (s+ill

‘abour 407} )of the CC will be eliminated,

the 'new men' will be in a much better
position to reassert themselves where
necessary. TFor the moment the oonflict
with the Russians has consclidated their
control in a genuinely popular way.

Their letter of reply to the Russians
equated both Right and Teft "extremisn"
and they will urndoubtedly move backwards
though not necessarily all the way. The
demonstrations of the  'phlegmatic"
Uzechs against even a hint of a sell-out
to the Russians shows one considesration
which will make them cautiocus.The future
of 'liberalisation' will evdlve within
the triple pressures ofs the Russians;
the necd to dominate the Czech workers;
and the needs of the new economic set up.

Here sharp clashes between the workers
and the reforming bureaucrats are in the
malding, FEconomic 'rationalisation' will
cut into workers' standards. Among the
tasks openly discussed is to "shoako-out®
and "redeploy" (ie sack) up to % million
workers.Dubcek mey be assured of control
at present - but the workers have yet
to speak their piece on the ‘'new mogel?
"market socialist" economy.

Despite the bureaucratic nature of the
hew regime,Czech national self-determin-
ation and the political reforms (limited
as they are) are to the advantape of the
Czech workers. There is no doubt where
they stand in the Russo-Czech confronb-
ation, Experience, however, will show
then that the new regime is not qualit-
atively different, and that +the other
side of +the liberal-bureaucratic coin
is ferocious attacks on their standards
and conditions. Then those who are mere
pawns inh the present confrontation will
move to take control of the board}

Sean Matpamna.
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The May wind from France shook the Lebour leaders. Now the proposals of the L.P., N.E.GC.
("INDUSTRTAL DEMOCRACY") for more workers' participation in running industry, look like
an attempt to steal de Gaulle's new clothes before he even has a chance to wear them!
That the MEC now acts on the 1967 report of the Committee it set up under Jack Jones,is
part of the post-May reckonings of the bosses and their servants: the system needs more
safety valves. The NEC proposals are also meant ag = safety valve for the anger of the
Party Conference in September - as a sop, "a little bit of socialism,"

Legislation is proposed on the right of the workers (ie Union leaders) to: - 1)inform-
ation on Company affairs; 2)consultation; 3)representation on the Boards (presumably on
the Steel Board model, of worker-directors who imnediately ceased to be workers in any
sensel ). Clearly they want to draw the union bureaucrats into new responsibilities and
cloger collgboration with the management - as Junior partners, powerless against the
dominant capitalists,their state and the laws of their economys ie to institutionalise
class collaboration by way of & con-trick. The proposals are designed to strengthen the
employers,the state and the Union machines - against the workers' interests. Thus the
proposals on information are irrelevant, Posed to workers in struggle, the slogan OPEN
THE BOOKS can lead them forward. But accesgibility of information to tame union leaders
under the patromage of the bosses' state is a different matter entirely.

TRIBUNE has asked: are the 'participation' propossls steps towards workers' comtrol ~
or a deliberate side-tracking of the campaign for workers' comtrol? And this attempt by
the Labour leadership to steal the steam laboricusly built up by the WORKERS' CONTROL
CAMPALGN, raises other questions which TRIBUNE Goesn't ask: gsbout the nature of that
campaign, These questions must be asked if the HEC sham is to be exposed,

Workers' control is the essence of socialism, but the general phrase is open to myriad
interpretations, The slogan is useful if it aims ot developing workers' assertiveness -
though in practice this develops not from generalised propaganda but as part of a stru-
ggle. To mount a one-issue campaign .around workers! control, under which all sorts of
confusion and political gradations gather, is pointless if not harmful,

Real workers' control is possible only as the local concomitant of workers' state pow-
er, or as a transitional regime in the revolutionary upsurge (which, if not consolidatm
ed, will be followed by defeat). Militant shop floor organisations are, of course, per-
manently fighting for an extension of comtrols on the urbridled powers of management,
4n eruption and qualitative deepening of this presupposes a real shake-up for the whole
system. But under a more or less stoble bourgsois stete "workers' control in any ingt~
itutionalised form becomss participation, a sham to reconcile the workers to the system,

To demand permanent yorkems' control is to demand workers! power. And for the slogan as
such t0 be positive it depends on who makes the propaganda: the slogan must be in the
hands of an organisation which consistently pushes the Marxist wderstending of +the
State, the scab nature of the Labour and trade wilon bureaucracy, ard which fights both.
Reformists and union bureaucrats (who have a Fabian theory and practice on %he state
and class struggle) assembling behind such o slogan, create confusion and a verbal y1it-

erary =~ 1ie false ~ synthesis between Fabian socialism(with its cold nationalisation
feontinued on page 61)



OISIN

The Czech liberslisation has produced
strong reactions in all her neighbours.
In Poland the impulse from Prague coib-
ined with 1local iggues to produce a
sharp bureaucratic backlash. Regarded
for long as amongst the more ‘'liberal',
the Gomulka regime is hardening into one
of the most vicicus in East Europe. '

‘Liberalising' itself in 1956 to contain
a workers'! revolt (Poznan uprising,work-
ers' councils, etc) the Polish bureau-
cracy has pradually slid downhill back
to square one. Gomulka was 'progressive'
in '56 compared with the past. Today his
regime is backward and repressive by any
standards, and particularly by the stan-
dards of Ozechoslovalia's bright new re-
formed regime. Students shouting pro-
Ozech slogans have clashed with police,
and since then there has been & purge of
the universities, Within the bureaucracy
itself, the Czech events tripgered into
action a faction ("The Partisans") of
nationalist, stalinist hardliners arourd
the Minister of the Interior, General
Moczar. Struggling for control, in a
situation where all bureaucrats feel the
need for & clamp-down, this grouping ne-
cessarily sets the pace, Moczar recently
became an Alternate Politbureau member.

One of the worst signs of the regression

in Poland in recent months has been a’
very thinly disguised eruption of anti-

gemitism =~ din this country which saw
its millions of Jews leave few survivors
as they vanished into Auschwitz only a
generation ago.

Under the banncr of anti-Zionism the
Partisans play the anti-Jew tune blat-
antly, playing also the Polish national-
ist tune. Advocating a hard stalinist
solution to unrest and particularly stu-
dent unrest, they blame it all on that
section of the bureaucracy which is of
Jewish origin!

Their theoreticians even write learned

A ClIKlEDS

.erticles blaming all the 'errors' of the
Stalinist as well as 'Luxenbourge

past,
ist!' % on the "ethnic composition"of the
PP, In June, Werblan (head of the Cult-
ural section of the C.C.) published an
article examining the role of the Par«
ty's Jews. The conclusions he reached
ineluded these: "HNo society can tolerate
the excessive participation of & nation-
al minority in the elite of power, part-
icularly in the organs of National Def-
echece, Security, propaganda and represen=~
totion ebroad." But happily “the correc-
tion of the irregular ethnic composition
in the centrel institutions ... will go
o long way towerds removing this prob-
lem,® In other words, Jews watch out,
particularly Jewish Party members. (Ind-
irectly the campaign is also aimed to
put the heat on the Gomulka leadership,
which is mostly ex-emigre, wunlike  the
Partisand who,as the name implies,stayed
behind. Apparently the amigres also con-
stitute a'dangerous national minority'l)

They are cveh alleged +to have contact
with foreign centres .organised DY seee
Trotskyists. Deja vul (There has been,
of course, a genuine upsurge of revolut-
ionary socialist activity,which the Gome
ulka regime has met with repression.)

The politics of racism is the politics
of the scapegoat. Where it appecars it
denotes extreme urderlying tensions in

the structure of soclety. The widespread

use of the 'poisonous vapours' of anti-
semitism (etill apparently endemic in
Russia and Bast Europe )by the Stalinists
was one indication of the repressive na-
ture of the societies over which they
presided., Trotsky explained its appear-
ance in Russie as an attempt by the lea~

#% In 1938 the CP? was declared incurably
infegted with Trotskyists, Luxenbourg-
ists and .... fascists - and dissclved
by Moscow: some of the members were bet-
raycd to the Polish police; many in Mos-~
cow were shot,.




ding sections of the bureaucracy to def-
lect the hatred of the masses from the
bureaucracy as a whole,onto certain seo-
tions of the bureaucracy of Jewish extr-
action:. a sort of ghtalinist version of
*Jewish capitalism!,

After '56 information on the repression
of Jews in Russia led to an oubcry in
the western Communist Parties, The more
blatant forms of discrimination were
curbed,though Jewish cultural activities
in Russia remained under strict control,

Among other things this vicious racism
helps %o generate real 1illusions in
Zionism on the part of Russian and East
European dJews; It even helped endear
Zionism and Wall Street's pet, Israel,
to many other opponents of racism 1in
these countries: many who normally would
be repelled by Israel's official racist

"Behind the smokescreen of public po-
lemics M.Pompidou and France's Comme
upist leaders established a secret
dink at the very begiming of +the
strikes.Messapes were exchanped every
day and it is knhown who the contacts
were and how they operated.™

(K.S.Karol, NoW STATESMAN, 7.6.1968.)

Of course the Gaullists won the "Elect-
ion of Fear"! Their opponents got no
thanks at all for allowing the elections
to take place: and thoy foiled to win.the
electoral support of many petit bourg-
eois and even some workers who had aot—
ively supported the movement in May., Any
Party which abandons its fortified pos-
ition to fight on its opporents' ground
is bound to get the worst of all poss-
ihle worlds.

The Gaullists fought on a slogan of
NEVER AGAIN - ocaghing in on the inab-
ility of the workers' parties in May +to
go beyond the necessary anarchy of the
strikes.And this slogan appealed to many
who during the strikes had seen the an-
aychy as a prelude to something better,

-5~
Thus anti-Semitism and Zionism
inseparsble - sides of

S&'t-@.
are, as. alwoys,
the same coin,

It is douwbtful 4if "The Partisans" can
benefit a great deal from +this racism:
there is after all only a handful = of
Jews left in Poland (about 30,000 « be=
fore the War there were 3% million), And
there is a strong possibility that att-
empts by the regime or a faction of it
to move sharply backwards - as sharply
as the Moczarites want - will generate
more serious opposition that the bureau~
cracy has ever faced before.

Poland is a living example of how unst=
able is the liberalism of even the most
'1iberal! of bureaucratic regimes. The
point is that only workers! socialist
democracy offers a qualitative change
and a real solution, )

Stan Lomax

but who in disillusiomment now saw then
only as an interlude of anarchy leading
to possible repression,

The GC,P. and Left Federation, remaiming
silent at the CRS re-occupation of the
Sorbonne & the brutality of the police,
and agreeing to the banning of the left
groups, took the same line and thus en~
dorsed the Gaullist propaganda: Ykeep
the Goullists and there may be a biggex
explosion laterl®

But the lefts' respectability was easily
outdone by the persuasgion of fear so la-
vishly used by the Gaullists, "Hopelesse
ly torn and bewildered by the revolut-
ionary orisis" the Left ™was permanently
on the defensive, trying to prove +that
it had nothing to do with riots amd bar-
ricades. Whether this was true or not
turned out to be irrelevant. As a champ-
ion of established law and order M,Walw~
deck Rochet could not compete with M,
Pompidou. " (ECONOMIST 29,6.68)

Pinally the C,P. and Left Federation su-
cceeded in getting less vobtes +than the
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nuber on strike in May;
opportunist PSU of Mendes France,
defended the students, made any gains.
Many workers and petit bourgeois who
could have been led forward in May step
by step in conflict with capitalism and
its state =~ given revolutionary lead-
ership - were simply not ready in the
cold anti-climactic atmosphere of the
election to vote for those who had stood
in their way. Many didn't bother to vote
at all,digenchantad with all the Partics
of the political establishment.The Right
and the centre rallied to de Gaulle. The
CP lost 39 seats out of 73, and the L%
6L out of 1211}

only the small
whi ch

The parliamentary oretins foresaw no-
thing of this. They were trying tc force
the heat of revolution onto the “cross"
square of a ballot paper - and they
succeeded only in hurling back the ad-
vance of the messes and alienating from
revolutionary activity many who were be-~
ginning to be educated in class action.
Revolutionary parties which sell out
eevolutions rarely win the eleckions or
plebiscites called by those in power to
put the seal on their vietory!

Ironically, it is probable that the L¥/
P would have won an April election, had
there been one, Bulb the masses didn't
wait = they acted. The CP, totally in-
flexible,couldn't change to non-parliam-
entary struggle ~ as a revolutionary
" party, ready to walk on two legs, would
have. It could not be other than counter
revolutionary, given its ideology, its
routine activities, dits history of bet-
rayals. In being true to its reformist
nature, and betraying its own potential
strength, it undermined itself for the

coming election. The CPF may try despar-
ately to ignore the laws of class strug-
gle - but it is gtill completely at
their mercy. :

C.P. apologists in Britain rmaturally
claim that the strikers in May weren't
clamouring for socialism -~ and, some-
what triumphantly,they cite the-election
regults to prove it.Thus they show their
schoclmasterly ideas in the true style
of Fabisns for whom clags: struggle isn't

the school for the masses to learn in,hit
g diversion from thelr own routine. Butb
how can the more backward French workers
became socialigts  through propaganda
(supposing that is how workers do become
socialists) when the OPF, in the '67 and
'68 elections, pointedly declares ‘!soc-
ialism! 4o be a non candidate?

To see the slection as the finnl eclipse
of the movement of May is too pessimish-
ict very many of the best workers saw
the elections as an irrelevance.The vic-
tory of de Gaulle on a ticket of Red
Scare and a vague panacea called partic—
ipation solves nothing for French capit-—
alism. Once the effects of the May sebt~
lements begins to bite in the Autumn the
struggle will conbtlnue and intensify.

Neither will the spectre of revolubion
be laid by banning revolutionary grouns
and imprisoning their leaders: the left
fermert continues within the CP and CGL,
The prestige of the Trobskyist groups
has only been enhanced before the advan-~
ced wurkers: in a way the ban was a for-
medl recegnition of the role they  had
rlayed.

The repression conbinues, and with it
the need for solidarity action in Brit-
ain. All support must be given, in cash
ard active help,to the committees formed
in this country to carry on the work of
orpganising solidarity for +those who
are in the front line of the struggle in

France, Anthony Mshony

WITSON'S WORKERS' CONTROL ( Contd. )

by the bourgeois state with "or without
inorganmic workers' "participation") and
the working clasg., That Wilson hopes to
thrive on the current amorphous state of
the workers' conbrol campaign indicates
the need -~ taking the current Canmpaipgn
level and the NEC proposals as starting
point - to campaign for a revolutionary
Marxist understanding of what 1is din-
volved.

e



Big publicity was given to the GEC-AEI
Company report's statement that AEI's
1567 results showed a loss of £4.5 mill-
ion instead of the £10 millions profit
forecast by the AEL board before the
merger., This must be seen as the warn-
ing light for the company's workers to
expect more attacks on them, more red-
undancies and eventually attempts at
cutting piecework rates etc., din 1line
with the demands of +the Engineering
Employers Federation in recent pay neg—
cclations with the Unions.

But this sort of publicity hides the
regl pogition of GEC-AEI from the work-
ers. Of course the shareholders pay
more attention to the business sections
of newspapers like the DAILY TELEGRAFH
in which on July 31st the City Editor,
analysing the GEC-AEL report, states:

: "It is cbvious +that the huge
swing of £14.5 million between forecast
(ART) and fact {GEC) is in part the ves-
ult of changes in policy imposed by GEC
in its first month in the saddle -~ the
cloging of the Woolwich factory is one
example.

PROFITS
Loter in  the same article he says:
"Their (the accountants) duty, however

is not to the directors of GEC but to
the shareholders and it dis plainly din
the interests of the latter to under-
stand why the profits of the newly acqu-
ired AEI have been deflated. Glven
that knowledge they would also urder-
stand one of the major reasons why GEC
group profits next year will show a tre-
mendous leap. (The substance of this
point was fully grasped in the market
yesterday when GEC shares jumped o
108s before closing 7/3 up at 106s6d)".

Here we have the position quite clearly.
Cn the one hand the closing of the
Woolwich factory with 5,000 workers be-
ing thrown on the dole, 1,600 redundanc-
ies at Witton, Birmingham, a further 900
redundancies at cther GEC-AEL factories

On +the other

including Trafford Park.

hand the shareholders are promised o
“remendous lesp in profits" with @EC
sheres standing now at 106s6@ compared

with 73/9 just before the merger.
GOVERIVMENT POLICGY

Workers at GEC-AEL must be made to un-
derstand that the mailed fist of GHC
hatchet man Arnold Weinstock is in fact
one of the instruments of the right wing
Labour goermment's attempt at saving

British capitalism in its present crisis.

The Wilson govermment,faced with a mult-
iple crisis of Stirling, Balance of Pay-
ments, Balance of Trade and the cost of
modernising Britain's antiguated indust-
ries, has two main instruments of its

policy. One is the Prices and Incomes
Board to hold down wages ahd subord-
inate the Trade Unions to the capital-

ist state. The other is the Industrial
Re~Organisation Corporation set up hy
the Wilson government with chormous sums
of public money and used to promote
the growth of glant monopolies 1like
GEC-AEL, All this of ocourse has one
aim: solving Britain's economic troubles
at the expense of the working class.

TRAFFOND PARK

At the time of writing the latest batch
of redundancies are talking place in

ATT Switchgear, Trafford Park, despite
recent promises from the management
that any reductions would be by “naturw
al wastage" (retirements, deaths). But
apparently the  inconsiderate workers
in Switchgear are not dying fast enough
t0 suit the management.

Desyite the seriousness of the position
at Traiferd Park there is no evidence
of ony attempt on the part of the
workers' side of the works committes

to resist the present wave of redun~-

dancies., Local district conmittee men~
bers of the ABF are right to be angry
at H.Brennan M.B.E., works convener
at ARL, for refusing to account for his
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actions, or rather. inactions, over these
redundancies. R T '

But of perhaps greater significance is
the complete absence of any campaign
by the Communist Party to mobilise AEL
workers agsinst redundancies - strange
indeed, when in recent years the C.F.
branch at AEL has been the pride and
joy of local officials for its 100% mem-
bership re-registrations, and its sales
of the MORMLNG- STAR. Recently it caused
Gollan himself to hand out prizes to the
MORNING STAR salesmen at AEI, Perhaps
this is the real meanming of the CP's
talk of 'Munity"; after all, isn't H,
Brennan M,B,E., a prominent Christian,
and we mustn't "split" the workers' side
of the works committee, must we?

But of course the main reason is the CP
abandonmnent of clags struggle. Its ideas
of 'pesceful roads to Socialism' Lead
to failure +to educate its militants
above a trade union level of conscious-
ness or to teach them the necessity of
mobilising workers in struggle, as part
of the preparation of the struggle for
gtate power, Confining themselves to
routine trade unionism, they wind up as
simply bad trade unionhists when the time
arrives for a strugrle, over and above
the routine.

NATTONALISE UNDER WORKERS' CONIROL: |

Sigpnificant also is the failure of Urndon
leaders to inbtervene in the situation,
especially as the official policy of the
AEF is for the nationalisation of the
Bngineering Irdustry under workers' con-
trol. And isn't that the logical solut
ion for GERC-ARI? Here is a .giant mon-
opoly which produces much of its output
for the nationalised industries:- under
nationalisation the future expansion of
the group could be planned in relation
to the needs of +the CEGER, the further
electrification of the railways, the
future developments 1in Telecommunmicat-
ions, and the needs of other industry.
Why not take it out of the hands of the
shareholdsrs and run it in the interest
of the workers?

Recent events have shown that despite

the election of Scanlon and other lefts
in +the AEF, “the right ‘wing still
dominate. Neither they nor +the Labour
lefts nor the C.P, can be relied upon to
lead a decisive struggle against the
Wilson government.

All seriocus Socialists at GEC-AEL must
now prepare an slternative policy with
which to mcbilise the workers to resist
the employers' atbacks and to go on the
offensive. )

I suggest that the following  points
must be included in any such policy -

1) Stop all redundancy!

2) Ban all overtime, share the work!

3) Pight for a reduction in hours with-
out loss of payt
L) Iationalise
workers' controll

ABT-AEC  under direct

Larry Durkin

 SOF

it 1sn't exactly & secret, either on
the left or amongst the general public,
that the police go in for 'black-bait-
ing! and have more than a fair share of
bare-knuckle racialists among them, Or
mayhe it's just that the racialist thugs
in the blue uniforms thrive on the virt-
val impunity which mantles +the police
viclence (or force, as it is usuelly
called).

The black areas of the big cities are
full of trles of police beatings, intime
idetions, frame-ups and attempted frame~
ups. oSome months ago a proposal by CARD
in Manchester +to organise a march

through Moss Side against police brutal-
ity met with mass support from the local
community. It was finding so much supp-
ort, in fact, that the police got scared
of the effects. The Dean of Manchester
quiclkly stepped forward to offer himself
as arbiter between the police and the

black workers in the fubture - and a
majority of the organisers of the march

i



were either: pres ”rlsed or gulled flnto
calling it offe- v SHLE

Of course this close support by the rest
of the establishment for the forces of
Law and Order is one reason why so much
abuse of power - over and above the
'norm' required o maintain capitalist
society =~ continues, The halo must be
kept shining around +the head of the
'friendly bobby' - even though cases
such as that of Challinor and other inc-
idents have made it glip a little in re~
cent years. Concern for the image of the
police is a part of the concern for the
stability of the system: alienation
of workers from the police, as the
French events showed, can sometimes have
nasty repercussions for the bosses. Thus

all the pressures are contimially exert~

ed to prevent any publicity being given
t0 the seamier side of the copg.And more
often than not, little of even this per-
menent burking is perceived by the gen-
eral public. The traces are ustally
very well covered.

The SUNDAY TIMES of Juyly 28th. contained
details of one of the few such incidents
that have broken through the barrier of
. tobal silence.

A film was made for the EBC TV series
"Cauge for Concern", examining the nor—
rl  treatment of ccloured people by the
police. It emerged as an indictment of
the police, Four cases of apparemt vict-
imisation by the police were examined:
in 811 of them the accused had won their
cases, and two had been awarded damages
against the police. By implication, of
course, the stories of the & who "got
away" indicated the multitudes that, for
lack of resources or knowledge of their
rights, or due to the skill of the pol-
ice in freming them, aren't so lucky.

THE PROGRAVME MUST EBE STOPPED !

Playing safe, the controllers cof the EBC
(alms mater of dozens of good, clean,
fictional, cops) decided that the police
should be given an opportunity to reply
to the film in a 10 wminute follow-up
discussion,

R

S Bub ev1dently this wasn't = good = enough.
" On being shown the film, one:of Scotland

Yard's representatives ocommented: "You
might as well have saved time by putting
up & caption saying all police are
bastards." And thot would never do at
all! Reading a transcript, the Police
Commissioner is reported to have said:-
"THE PROGRAMME MUST BE STCPFFED,

And it was stopped. TFirst, the legel
Department at Scotland Yard +tried put-
ting on the pressure by saying it was
libelous in 4 instances. The BBC!'s lega
Department, however,wag sure the charpes
could be substantiated in all 4 cases,

Then, the police threatened to take act-
ion under the Race Relations Act =~ on
the prounds that the film was inflammatb-
ory ahd constitubed incitement to racial
violencel!ll!

¥inally, amidst growing background pres-
sure,the BBC at the 1lth hour called off
the ShOWlng. The grounds (read excuse)
were that the arrest of a Biafran on the
night before +the programme was dug,
meant that a writ coudd be issued ag-
ainst the BBC for contempt. The Biafran
wes charged with "uttering a writing
(sic) threatening to kill police in Hyde
Park.," He d4id not appear in the prog-
ramme in question!

There is some vague talk about a showing
"later", Meanwhile the pdlice, halo
still in place, are in charge not only
of administering extra = kicks to the
blacks, but alsc of administering the
new Race Relations Act, Whatever the de-
fects of the Act in other respects, it
has already proved its usefulness to the
police -~ for intimidating the BBC, and
no doubt anyone else (particularly black
people) who presume to inguire too much
into the methods of the swect  British
boblyl

T'OR THE SCCIALIST STRUGGLE IN
IRFIAND - READ {2d. 2}

WORKEZERB' REPUBLIG
From; 94 Sunnhingfields Rd, London M.




The tactics of any large demenstration,
in this case the October Mobilisation of
the Vietnam Ad Hoc Committee, must be
considered in relation to the aims of
the demo, and the desired effects. In
this case they can be summed up as foll-
ows, and in the following order of imm-
ediate priority:

1} Solidarity with +he
NLF, and assistance in their struggle in
the form of a morale boost.

2) The radicalisation of
the left in Britain, the raising of the
level of consclousness of both ths demo-
nstrators and the broad left. Most of
the groupings +taking part agree that
this should lead on to +the development
of as many as possible of the people won
to solidarity action, as revoluticnary
socialists in the full sense,with a full
knowledge of the wider issues.

3) Radicalisation of the
~mass of the working class and labour
movement, and the winning of numbers of
- workers to solidarity with Vietnam,

SCOLIDARITY -~ IN ACTION

Different aims require different tactics.
Where there is & clash, then the prior-
ities become important. An example of

- this, perhaps the most important, is the
clash between the appearance of the demo
and its achievements., For the sake of
appearance (which would be importent in
relation to the third aim) the demo is
best kept together; but for the sake of
effectiveness (which I believe is the
most important in relation to the first
and second aims) it is better policy %o
split up the demo, %o have a pgreater
effect in these ways:

- Tor Internationsl
solidarity and morale: the greater the
comnitment of the demonstrators,
level of militancy,

determination etec.,

the better = and this must be apparent
and obvious. Also, such ah achievement
as the occupation of a building or

streets,though in itgelf it is of little

theiyr

in its
MLF and

can have enormcous value
of +the

value,
effects on the morale
octher combatents facing Imperialism dir-

ectly. Thus when viewed in relation %o
morale and solidarity, the 'meaningless!
conquest becomes an actual conguest -
and noet only +that, but it serves to
'prove' in a tangible way the commit-

ment of the demonstrators. Therefore the
demo should be deployed so as t0 achieve
actual success,not merely token protest,
Tactics must allow for a maximum - devel-
cpment and use of the total potential
strength of the demonstration.

For the effect on the demonstrators
themselves: the methods and tactics for
this coincide with those for solidarity,
The higher the level of involvement of
each demonstrator, the more likely is
there to be a polarisation, with +the
best of them turning their experiences
of struggle against the state into a
drive towards revolutionary socialigm,
A struggle of this sort can have a tre-
mendous impact in shattering illusions
apout the neutrality of the state -
illusions necessary for adherence to any
'peaceful road' perspective. A typical
exemple is expressed in a letter to +the
MORNIMNG STAR following the dJuly 2lst,
demo:  "...I no longer want 1o hear peo-
ple say what nice, courageous and court-
eous humans our police are. I shall do
all T can in the future to open peoplels
eyes to the incidents which happen when
our police are around."

The needs of both these aims tend +to
conflict with the simple showing of num-
ber, which requires massing all together
in the same place. This massing, as on
March 17th, tends to mimimise both +the
total achievement of the whole demo (the
first aim), and also the second aim, the
involvement of +the maximum nuber of
people. (The two are of course insepar-
eble - only by involving everyone +o
the ubnost can any dbjective be achieved.
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And because they are idnterlinked, they
usc the same tactics.) On March 17th.
there was a narrow front line, with the
mass of demonstrators almost immobilised
behind it, forced dinto passivity and
uselessness (in fact they were to an ex-
tent a positive hindrance to the people
at the front in restriding manosuvrab-
ility). Therefore, the Ad Hoc committee
should adopt tactics which will enlarge
the front of the demo to the maximum.

This could be a matter of choosing sev-

eral targets and splitting up; or a
matter of converging on one place from,

say, 6 directions or more.

Here a certain conflict might arise with
the demands of the third aim, of winning
over large numbers of non-committed peo-
ple. A demo which expressed forceful
sclidarity with the NLF, and won those
involved to a long +term opposition %o
capitalism, is not calculated to get the
best 'press' in the Mirror! But on the
whole it must be 8aid that in political
consciousness this mobilisation is a
long woy shead of the political Ilevel
of the mags of the workers. We should
not assume that, if only we 'play our
cards right' (ie have a huge demo, imp-
resgive but immcbile) then a repeat of
the French events will inevitably result.

There is still sympathy for the police,
etc, and we must face the fact that even
some militant workers will be alienated
rather than won by +the dJdemonstration.
Nevertheless, +the demo has many other
things to gain., It is not a sectarian
binge by a handful of 'hoary old revol-
ubicnaries', It will be made up of +ens
of thousands of young pecple (students
and workers) who are moving towards rev-
olutionary socialism. And, after solida-
rity, the main priority must he the dem~
cnstrators themselves, many of whom will
be drawn into the building of the future
revolutionary party - and many of whom,
having become committed through action,
will move on to more complex propaganda
activities (as below) as well as demons-

“trations.
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EFRECTTVENESS

There is a danger in wanting to do too
much in one go: if there is a conflich
of interegt between effectiveness and
impressiveness, a choice must be made,
according to priorities. Compromise will
achieve neither. In my onmbnion effective
eness is politically the most desirable,
We will have achleved much if we can
show a real, active, combative solidarw
ity with the MLP and at the same time
continue the radicalisation of the left
which began in the October mobilisation
lagt year. The third set of aims will
nct be achieved in demonstrations, (Al-
though +there will be an interaction
between demonstrations and propaganda,
demonstrations cannot themselves be tied
down to the requirements of propaganda. )

Any demonstration which sets out to re-
place propaganda and the direct  exper—
ience of the class in +this matter is

onty likely to undermine its effective-
ness on the other two fronts,as outlined
above, We must recognise +that, though
connected, demonstration and propaganda
are different. If we want to link <them
there are ways of doing so without weak-
ening the demonstration by compromise,

To this end, the following bproposals
{some of which have been made in the VSC
Bulletin) are useful:

1) Route: the demo
should come through working class areas
from different starting poinbs, passing
such areas as east London, Brixton,
Clapham, Battersea, Notting Hill,Islings
ton, Camden, etc. These routes should be
thoroughly leafleted beforshand,explain-
ing why the demo is being held and aske
ingz people to join.In areas like Brixton
and Notding Hill where there are large
nunbers of immigrants, the leaflets
could be specially drafted to 1ink up
with the coleonial and black strugsle.
(Immigrant organisetions in or sympath-
ctic to the Ad Hoec Committee could be
responsible for this)., In other areas a
general solidarity line.

2) Factories and
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trade union branches: each ad hoc or V50
group in the country should 'adopt' as
many local factories ({beginning with
those that already have a militant rec-
ord or where there are members or cont-
acts or VBC) as it canwope with proper-
ly. Between now and Octdber these should
be regularly pumped with =a barrage of
leaflets covering all the different as-
pects of the Vietnam war =~ facts, fig-

ures, quotations, etc., to deal with the
nature ~f the war, what Imperdslism has

at stake, how it is Ffighting (War Crimes
Tribunal evidence), what the NLF is, how
it links up with a)the British workers'

struggle and b)the British economic
situation., Minally, a leafiet immediate-
ly after the demo to pive the real facts
of what happened on the demo, publicise
the real role of the police,and annouhce
1)a local public meeting at the end of
the week and 2)that a collection will be
made at the factory gate at the end of
the week towards payment of fines. These

of it some besis may be bullt for
further work, and experience will be
sained, At the end of it all, reports
gshould be sent in to the bulletin summ-
ing up on the operation in each area, s0
that the lessons will be available to
everyonc.,

Thus the demonstration and propaganda
should be complementary: a demonstration
which is as lively and as eoffective as
possible on its own terms will achieve

its own cins ond lemd  inberest tc  the
propaganda; and the propagenda  should
attempt to win the workers to understand
and support the demonst rabion.

Finally,it will be a blot and a disgrace
in the eyes of all its supporters if VBC

does not have,as its main slogan, VICTORY

TO THE NLF., To give +those responsible
the benefit of the doubt, One can only
assume that they took it so much for
granted as to forget to specify it yet.
The omnigsion must be rectified immed-

activities mi ht only cover one or +Hwo R
. . ilately.
factories in each area or town, but out .
BeMe
After vears of broad front  demonstrat- ective demonstrations must now be held,
ions - CND, OP amd so on - more eff~ As they were relatively pesceful, and
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size and rumber of organisations .was
deemed to be the most important aim, the
slogans were reformist so as not to off-
end the liberal ani Christian sympathis-
ers, They ended either with everyone
going home immediately, or after =z short
meeting, Direct action groups +to test
the police were frowned on by the organ-
iers (eg CND).,

Now the demonstrations are more definite

with undiluted slogons, and a more det-
ermined attitude seems prevalent.lnstead
of marching quietly by the embassies,for
example, the strength of the police cor-
don is actually tested.Anti-fascists are
not content just to demonstrate against
racialists,but aim to drive them off the
streets, The attempts by fascists to
demonstrate apparently respectably must
be crushed. The views of Powell on imm-
igraticn are already far too widely ace-
epted by workers, for lack of an altern-
ative.

The police 2lso seem aware of these new
aims of demonstrators (new since the 2nd
World War in this country). Socialists
and militants are arrested on pickets as
at Roberts Arundel, Stockport; YClers
collecting for Victnam, and ocven dem-
onstrators in a smell ilnnchester Rerks
demo,have been arrested. Fines are rock-
eting.

This no doubt is preparation for the
next few years when capitalism and dits
governmernt, whether Labour or Tory, must
resist opposition to its restrictions on
wages and general tightening up of the
economy. Also, the events in France rec-
ently have shown how an apparently tac-
iturn West European ocspitalist state can
swldenly erupt and attain, if not revol-
ution, large wage Iincreases, at least
temporarily, by mass action initiated by
revolutionary students.

Accepting that large demonstrations of
the futbure must raise political cons~
ciousness of workers and be of assist-
ance in building a new revolutionary
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force 0 actually remove capitolism and
not just prick the conscience of a refw
ormist goverrment, it is inevitable that
the more effective and determined +he
resistance is, the more it will be met
by force from the protectors of estab-
lished capitalism, Viclence by police to
contain  and dintimidate demonstrators
will srow, and will be met by wviclence
from prepared demonstrators (eg resculng
comrades from the hands of the police -
nessibly even resculng US deserters from
courtrooms as suggested by Tarig 41i),

But should this relatively lavge scole
viclence be initiated by demonstrators
say, brealdng a police cordon round the
US Embassy, if the whole affair could
lead to a few windows broken at most? An
enbassy occupied by demonstrators for a
preriod of at least a weekend, would only
be useful if it led to a much increased
awareness of the strength of the working
class, and I think that this could only
be a test of strength of the workers and
not a rallying point for the situmbion
110V, .

Of course the French revolutionary up=
surge was initiated by students occupy-~
ing the Sorbomne, but +this was their
'pwn factory!, so to speak, and the evi-
“ence of lack of money, lectures,in fact
of education in any sense, was obvious
to workers, and also had +the positive
support of lecturers and professors.This
is being copied in England where the
bureaucracy of the senates is not quite
50 c¢lumgy, and it is meeting with some
success for the students., But it is not
meeting with any support from the work-
ers,

In Prance the attacks of the French pol-
ice and the methods of the (RS  started
the violence,bringing forth much support
for the stulents. Why then should !conb-
at' demonstrators be used in this count-
ry to initiate violence? This would al-
ilenatc the demonstrators from the hulk
of the workers, and not raise conscioug-

ness
* T. I,

((We invite further conmtributions to this discussion, REditor,))



scene of
events in the development of the labour

In historic Durham, many big
movement, history was once again mede:
the management of the Hugh McKay €evpet
Factory became organisers for a  trade
union 4

Although it seems hard to believe it 1is

perfectly true. In May of this year 1T

decided to try and establish a trade

union branch at the factory where I work.
I contacted the regional offices of the

T & GWU and explained my dinmtentions +o

them. I received full support and back-
ing in the first weeks of activity, and

I recruited 23 menbers. 4 letter was

sent by the Union to the management exp-—
lainming the situation and asking the

management t0 meet them to discuss this.

After a week no reply had come to the
Union offices.

But a clrcular letter was then distrib-
uted to each employee in the factory
expleining that the bosses were in fav-
our of having the "right" type of wunion

and = meeting was called at the factory
for the following week, A4t the meebing

the managing director Mr, John McKay
told the workers how he had +telephoned
a carpet factory in Halifax where they
have a 'trade uxion of a special sort':
this union is +the OCARPET TRADE UNION
NORTHERN, He put it to the workers that
this was the union for them.

I protested, said that there was already
a T&GWU branch at the factory, and asked
for recognition. Before he could answer
his scabs were witch-hunting me on my
political affiliation.d ballot was taken
CTUN v. T&%GNVU, The Carpet Union, sup=-
porbed by the employers and helped by
the anti-'red' witch-hunt, walked it.
Their official was iavited to speak the
following week.

At this next meeting we learnt a 1little
about the CTUN. It seems they are a ohe-
factory union! They have just over 1000
members, n¢ full time officials, only

£1.,000 in reserve. Their benefits are a
disgrace to the trade union movement: no
sick benefit -~ and gtrike pay of £2 =&
week! The Union was formed in the late
19th century and they have had no dis-
putes in over 50 years! (It is hard +o
see how they could afford them anyway. )
I asked Mr, John McKay if the T&GWU off-
icial could also come and speak +to +the
workers, He refused and our members
walked out of the meeting.

0f course the management Jjumped at +the
chance of having this wnon ~ in effect
almost an old-style company union =~ in
the factory. They printed all the app-
lication forms and notices. Appropriate~
ly the worker who is organising the CTUN
is a Tory councillor and algso ex-Mayor
off Purham. He is now standing for branch
chairman,

While their membership grew to over 50D
we were struggling through witch~hunting
and intimidation to & branch membership
of 70. Recognition of any sort has been
refused ahd we are nhow pressing for firm
action to Le taken by the Urndon offic-
ially. So far we have been assured our
case will be taken to the TUC Disputes
Committee, where we are sure of winning
since the other union is in breach of
the 1939 Bridlington agreement by coming
in while we were already organising. Al-
though this is far from over theve are
certain questions we must ask ourselves,
1) Are the craft unions being used as
pawns by the capitalist class? Yes!

2) Did the management bring +this union
in for the benefit of the workers? OF
course nokl

3) How can we stop this happening again?
We can call for the amalgamation of all
spall and craft unions into the estab-
lished big unions, This will not only
strengthen the trade union movement but
it will also benefit the workers in
these unions. It will help create the
conditions for militant rank and £ile
aetions within wiions such as the T&GU,
to overcome the foot-dragging lack of

®
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militancy which is only too often fourd
amongst the full-timers where these un-
ions are already established.

Which brings me to the final point:
organising curselves into a bona fide
union like the T&GWU is only the start.
If we want to make sure it really serves
our interests we must go o the meebings
and insist on militant policies. We must
not Jjust be passive trade unionists =
we must be militant trade unionigts!

John Gaines

Anyone who followed the discussion oR
the 'morality! of heart transplants,will
know that defining death isn't all that
eagy. Sometimes a heart may beat, or a
nerve twitch, even after death, for all
practical purposes, has come,

So too with revolutionary organisations.
They may grow sick and catch one of a
variety of discoses,such as sectarianism
or opportunism. An organisation which
fails to fight off the sickness correct-
ly will gradvally succumb to it, wmibil
at some point - often difficult to pin-
point - 1t will have to be pronounced
dead for the purposes of revolutionary
activit Ve

That the Socialist Iebour League has
been seriously ill for a long time is
beyond dispube. Has anybody seen it up-
and-about lately? We hear rumours of
small, private enterprises such as youth
clubs and discotheques -~ but wherever
the going is strenuous there is no sign
of it. It had a completely orderly demo,
such as would gladden Gollan himself,
outside the French Enbassy in ILondon -
side by side with & militant one which
it shunned in fear of contact! And this
fear has kept it away from united action
with other revolutionaries on each and
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every issue of trede union and poiiticeld
life.

For 5 years now it has proclaimed that
the Big Crisis of cepitalism has cone,
Bub, unable to expose the wilnerable
mindg of its youth to any contact with
reality or other revolutionaries, it has
reduced its own role ever more totally
40 ginple, abstract propaganda - pPro=-
cesging political events as fodder for
'revolutionary! comment, increasingly at
the expense of participation in strugple.

Now that a serioul crisis for capitalism
really appears to be wpon vs = it is a
good time to take the pulse of the SLi,
and test its reflexes,But alas,there are
no reflexes left,

One of the clearest manifestations of
the crisis of capitalism was Powell's
speech, and the response +to it. 4nd on
July 7th the Mosleyites tried to congol-
idate Gheir gains with & march.They man-
aged to bring together LOO backward el-
ements t0 spread their racialist poison,

1,500 marched in a counter demonstration
organised by MCF and supported by a var-
iety of other groupings. There were
YCLlers, CPers, Trotskyists of various
different groupings, anarchists,Maoists,
VSC supporters, etc. ete, In fact, every
geoup alive on the left was represented,
and even some (like the RS} manZna
Trotskyists) that are only barely alive,
But not the SIL ~ +the ‘'Alternative
Revolutionary Leadership': that is, un-
less you count 3 or 4 NEWSIETTER sellers.

The militants on the march (sbout 1,GCO)
decided to make a stand and try to drive
the fascists off the streets. They felt
that this counber-demonstration should
not be a mere token -~ "drive them back
into their holesl" Unfortunately the

police cordon protecting the racialists,
with their shouts of "Red rabble', was
too gtrong: the fascists, though out-
nunmbered and threatened, marched.

And where were the ‘'thousards of young
workers'! from the discotheques,who could



- 16 -
have tipped the balance through the cor-
don? Where was the SLL hard core?

It could hardly be +that +the SIi dis-
agrees,in the cbstract (everzthing is in
the abstract!) with the need to drive
the racists off the streets. Racism is
the one issue on which the SIL has a re-
cord second to none: as much as a decade
ago it brought a storm around its head
by proclaiming the need to crganise wor-
kers' defence squads against the race
rioters in Nobting Hill, 1In the series
of clashes involving Jordan and Mosley
in the late summer of 1962, the SIL took
a revolutionary line and came out with
heedlines like this one (1.9.62): STOP
MOSLEY THIS SUNDAY, Recalling the Battle
of Cable Street in which workers stopped
the fascists marching in 1936, the front
page erticle concluded:

"The job of the
Lendon lebour movement this Swunday is o
stop fascism. There can be no equivocat-
ion on this point.lppeals to the Govern-
ment and the Home Secretary will not
stop them, Only the organised working
oclass of London can dc this.

This Sundey, in London's Bast End,the
labour movement must take another step
in the campaign to orush these groups
before they can start +heir drive ag-
ainst the orgenised labour and trade un-
ion movement," '

But nowadays, as readers of the NEVSLET-
TER's strictures on the great recent
demos on Vietnam will know -~ +this sort
of activity is ‘adventurism', part of
"Tariq Ali's Circus"! And while reiter-

ating platonic anti-racism, they extend
these gbtitudes and their corcomdtant
boycott even to struggle in the streets
againgt fascists and racists,

Their absence on July 7th ranks in our
eyes as the final clinching pisce of ev-
idence that the SLL is stone dead, ine
capable of playing any serious role in
the big battles of the class which are
coming. In fact, as these battles loom
ahead, the sectarian aloofness and prop=-
ayondist passivity of the SIL bccomes
daily (or twice~weekly) more blatant.

Thig crganisation, through which in our
opinion the ‘'revolutionary stream' in
the British lsbour movement flowed for
many years, still moves, twitches, goes
through certain motions and produces its
ritual noises. It has a good -  comp~
ercialised - press, able to run almost
indefinitely on its own'free enterprise!
momentum; this allows it to produce an
impressive paper.But for the revolution=-
ary needs of the British labour movement
it is gbone dead,

There are many people around who have
yet to sec this and act accordingly to
build a new movement on the politics
which the SIL sectarians have abandoned,

Fvonts like July 7th. shouwld spur such
people to the long overdue Jjob of giving
the SLL a certificate of death. The evo-
lution of the class strugile already has,

Albert Catte

COVER-UP STORY!

the CPGRB on France

The last few ycars have brought many
frustrations for loyal CPGB members:
Krushchev's first denunciations of Stal-
in, the Hungarian crisis, the present
Rugsia~Ozech confrontation, and finally
the disappointments of the French elect-
ions., Subsequently many CP members have
asked -~ 1s the GCPGB a revolubtionary
party? These doubts have been highlight-

.ions a 'nmew path' for the

ad by recent Party discussions
French crisgis.
In these discussions the small active
menizershin seems divided into 3'groupst:
1) The ‘rationalisers! who manags to
construct from the stalinist contradiot-
" 'reforming of

on the

British capitalism'.
2) The super~loyalists who faithfully

%



follow every edict pushed out by the
central leadership.

3) The confused activists, samdwiched
between the first two groupings, who
vainly try to reconcile the contradict-
ions with their pwn loyalty to the Party.

We saw in PFrance 10 million workers tale
ing militant action unprecedented in Eu-
rope since the thirties: not only strik-
ing for better wages and conditions but
cecoupying their work-places and so fund-
amentally challenging the ownhers. They
were supported by large mubers of peas-—
ants, wurban petit bourgeois, and of
course the militant students.(Character—
ised by ,the CPF' - Rene Andrieux,Editor
Humanlté in the MORMING BSTAR - as
"setit bourgeois leftist intellectuals..
who pit themselves agoinst the strategy
of working class organisations which
know what is possible now, and what is
not,"

As the first storm waves of the student
riots and workers' strikes hit the rank
and file CPGB members a general alr of
elation was felt. Was this, at last, the
long awaited revolutionary breakthrough?
And then for +the Party idealists the
blows began to fall, The students were
seen to be led by a conglomerate leader-
ship of Trotskyists, anarchists and Mao-
ists! The workers' spontaneous actions
were shaking the CPF ag violently as the
system against which they were directed,
and the CPF soon assumed the character
of a man chasing a runaway horse, and
never gquite catching it!

On May 16th the CPF Political Cttee. is—
sued a statement calling for “the satig-
faction of the pressing demands of the
workers",characterised as these: general
wage rises; job security; cuts in hours
without loss of pay; cancellation of the
decrees against the social security sys-
tem; and defence of workers' liberties.

An impressive list of demands = suff-
icient to question the whole basis of
French capitalism. But how did the CPF
envisage these demands being satisfied,
considering the state of French capital-
ism? The Party had aiready Jdismissed
revolution as a "leftist adventure,
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likely to destroy at one blow the left

umity painstakingly built, and drown the

road to socialism for decades to come in
a bloodbath, " MR AT S

One of the many excuses  drédgﬁd' upf by
loyalist CPGB members in the post elect-
ion discussions was: ‘'thet the results
of the élections prove that there was no
basis for revolubicnary = action . in
Prance." Let us consider, then, some:of
the predictions of CF journalists prior
to the elections, ILence Samson (IABOUR
MONTHLY July 1968): "“Having failed +o
prophesy the May upsurge, I will risk
none about the elections," however,  he
continues - "but it is widely forecast
that Frahce's mass working class party,
the GPF, which has increased its vote at
cvery election since De Gaulle ocame - to
power,will do so again", Rens Andricux
- "The coming elections should be for
the CPF an ocoasion to show the incress-
ed support which it has in the country."

There can be little doubt that the bulk
of the rank and file CPGB members were
convinced that the left forces, led by
the CPF,would push out the Gaullists and
form a ‘'popular left' govermment, But
despite its high sounding claims, it was
either incapeble or wwilling to +take
the necessary asteps to ensure that these
demands would be fulfilled.By separating
the reformist demands from the revolut-
ionary perspective and programme, which
is only mentioned as a vague fubure
dream by both the CPF and CPGB,the poss-
ibility of a definite workers' advance
along the road of gsocialist revolukion
was lost in the mire of the (PF's elect-
cral manipulations.

Not only that: by allowing the struggl-
ing system time to stagger to its feet,
the CG'F opened the way to vicious rep-
ressions against the militant left lead-
ership.It enabled the far right to rally.
And de Gaulle was eble +to utilise the
same tactics of fear of a blocdhoth as
the G2 employs, to rally the petit bour-
geoisie (who had previously in their en-
thusicsm sided in large numbers with
the workers)to the defence of cepitalism.

However, de Gaulle was only able +o do



this because +the +traditional workers!
Party of revolution had refused to enter

a revolutionary road, 3By pinning their
faith in the hallot box the CPF had re-
moved &1l possibility of overthrowing
the system which stands in the way of
fulfilling the demands of +the workers,
By their reliance on the electoral syst-
em, specifically designed to prop w
capitalism, the CIFF had ensured the dis-
sipation of the militant fervour of the
working class. The lesson must bes
REVOLUTIONARY FERVOUR CANNOT BE TRANS-
LATED INIO ELECTORAL FLCGURES,

Already we are seeing the cracks hegin-
ning to appear in the rank and file mem-
berghip of the CPGB. The loyalists re-
gurgitate the familiar attacks on the
left groups, claiming it was their "ad-
venturism" which enabled +the Gaullists

to frighten the floating electorate,

These claims are bolstered by the MORN-
I3 3TsR, which in an enlightened front
page editorial dinformed us +that the
French capitalists had no fear of +the
John~Pendits etc, as these were the peo-
ple who were being allowed to represent
the French pecple on British Television,
in preference to the true representat-
ives, the CPF, Unfortunately a news item
on the same page also informed wus that
CUohn~Berdit's group and 11 others  had
been declared illegal, but that the CFF
would be free to follow its legal roadl

The utter cynicism of the CPF 1s under-
lined by its attitude to the banning of
the revolutionary groups. J4long with
(PGB loyalists, they are now prepared o
walk the razor-edge offered by the cap=
itaelists in banning these groups. This
is already seen as an aid to their pro-
gramme of class betrayal, as their lead-
ing chitics sre removed from the polit-
ical scene,Thus the CP helps prepare the
way for more anti-working class measures,

The raticnalisers are already incorpor-
ating +this latest sellw-out d4in their
claims that the working class will not
now be prepared to embark cnh a revolub-
ionary roed but ingtead will, through a
series of gradual reformg,evolve sociale
ism from the ruins of capitalism.

But the most important are the sonfused
and disillusioned members, veinly wait-
ingz for scme decree to hes issued from
the Porty hierarchy which will cut thru'
the mists of confusion and enable them
to understand +the situation, Do they
seriously consider that +the Gaullists,
returned with an even bigger majority,
will grant the hard gained reforms? And
what will now be the programme of <the
CPI? To spend another ten years prost-
rate before the Mitterands,Mollets et al
who were quite prepared to form a govers
mment excluding the CPF?

Comrades,is it not time now to disregard
the apclogists who inform us that +there
is no Party better than the CPGB?! Is it
not time to build a real revolutionary

1y
partys. Jimmy Carroll

(Former Y.C.L. N.C. member)
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.nThe polar extremes of working class pol~

itics ~ reformism and Merxism - are well
explored, and educated socialists can
draw model charts of them. ZLess well
charted iz the border region where their
extremes meet - the territory of the cr—~
oss-breeding "Centrists"; hybrid mutants,
the result of various permubations of
the political elements of both poles.The
fcllowing article by Trotsky attempts to
draw a chart of the Thaturss of Centrism,

After +the peaceful collapse of the
German labour movement before Hitler in
1933, and the bloody defeat of Austrian
Labour in Viemna a year later, not even
the reformists dared openly defend their
old positions: they were forced to 'dis-
avow themselves'.Simultancously a nunber
of elements shaken loose by the Commun-—
ist International swelled the gaggle of
in~betweens: they proclaimed a many fac~
ed ideology of eclectie, inconsistent
'Revolutionary Socialism',This 193k art-
icle analyses this galaxy of groups and
parties, all of which -~ with the not un-
important exception of stelinism, item-

ised as Bureaucratic Centrism - were %o
be swept aside by the Second World Wary

But since that war the Lebour movement
has been dominated by Right reformism
and a stalinism which now usurps the
rags of what used to be mainstream refo-
rmism - parliamentarianism, pacifism,the
lot.Thes why republish Trotsky's article
on Cenbrism?

Precisely because of the dominance of
reformist ideas, and the semi-eclipse of
Marxism over the last three decades,much
that is properly called centrism passes
as revolutionary Marxism: some examples
of this derive from the Trotskyist move-
ment itself.The pressure of events and a
certain ideological erosion has produced
a number of nominally Trotskyist or
semi-Trotakyist groups which are in fact
centrist formations,boccouse of political

& organisational incompleteness or inco-

nsistency.They use dehydrated ideas from
Trotsky to excuse accomodation +o the
Labour bureaucracies;they refuse to draw
the necessary conclusicns from the pol-

itics they proclaim, living on an ecclecw

tic political Afed, The SLL is a living
ezample of Sectarian Bureaucratic Centr-
ism of 1933/4 vintage - that they carry
Trotsky's portrait and not Stalin's is a
details even the Stalinists carried
that of Leninl For this reason it is
absolutely necessary to understand Cent-
rism and achleve the ideological precis-
ion which Trotsky demonstrates here,

Secondly,in Britain now the massive dis-
illusion with Wilsonism, particularly
amongst the youth, fused with the pro-
Viethamese movement, has generated a rew
latively broad and growing Revolutionary
Socialist mood. The setpiece debate on
"Reform or Revolution"is often nco longer
necessary with newcomers., Many militant
soclalists have come t0 agree that a re-
volution 'of some sort' is necessary,But
the meod remains cloudy and unformed,ap-
proximating to centrism with its lack of
precision, and abttitudes which regard =
concern for Principle and Leninist orga-
nigational completeness as'Sechbarianism!.
The owtstanding present example of this
ig the transformation of the old Inter-

national Socialism Group into a ILeft-
cenbrist current which will either cons-
olidate as a Leninist organisation,based
on the principles of the PFourth Internaik
ional,or regress and disintegrate fairly
rapidly.Thus Centrism is an increasingly
important subject in Britain today and
Trotsky's comments are therefore wvital,

On this 30th Anniversary of the foundatw
ion of the Fourth International, we must
acknowledge that the optimism of Trotsky
for the future of the Marxist move-
ment was premature., ILike Marx and Lenin
before  him, Trotsky usually looked
ahead through powerful glasses, which
sometimes foreshortened distances and
time scales: ZForeghortened them. Today
the great revolt ih France, and the cri-
sis which is overtaling both cepitalism
and stalinism, are proof that the revcle
utionary perspective of Trotsky can be
realised in our time -~ on condition that
we build an organisation able to Dight
for and realise that perspective.

S. M,
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The events in Austria, coming after the events in Germany, placed a final cross over

"clagsic" reformism. Henceforth only the dullest leaders of British and American
trade-unionism, and their French follower, Jouhaux,the President of the Second Inter-
natiocnal Vandervelde, and similar political ichthyosanri wiil dare to speak openly of
the perspectives of peaceful development, democratic refoiwm:, etc. The overwhelming
majority of the reformists consciously btake on new colours now, Reformism yields to
the innumerable shadings of Centrism which now dominate the field of +the workers
movement in the majority of countries. This creates an entirely new and, in a sense,
wiprecedented situation for work in the spirit of revolutionary Marxism (Bolshevism).
The New International can develop principally at the expense of the now-prevailing
tendencies and organisations., At the same time the revclutionary Inbternational can-
not form itself otherwise than in a constant struggle against centrism. Under +these
conditions ideological irreconcilability and the flexible pclicy of the umited front
serve as weapons for the attainment of one and the same end,

CHARACTERISTICS OF CENIRISM

One must first of all understand the most characteristic traits of modern Centrism,
That is not easy: first, becauvse Centrism, due to its orgenic amorphousness, yields
with difficulty to a positive definition: it is characterised to a much greater ex=-
tent by what it lacks than by what it embraces; secondly, never has Cenbtrism yet
played to such an extent as now with all the colours of the rairbow, because nover
yet have the ranks of the working class been in such ferment as at the present time,
Political ferment, by the very essence of the term, means a re-aligmment, a shift
between two poles, Marxism and reformism: +that is to say, +he passing through the
various stages of Centrism.

No matter how difficult a general definition of Centrism, which of necessity alweys
bas a "conjunctural" character, nevertheless, we can and must bring out the outstand-
ing characteristics and peculiarities of the Centrist groupings originating from the
brealkdown of the Second and Third Internationals,

(a) Theoretically, Centrism is amorphous and eclectic; so far as is possible, it
evades theoretical cobligations and inclines (in words)to give preference to "revolut—
ionary practice™ over theory, without understanding that only Marxist theory can ime
part revolutionary direction to practice.

Centrist Ideology

(b) In the sphere of Ideology, Centrism leads o parasitic existence: it repeats ag-
ainst the revolutionary Marxists the old Menshevik arguments (Martov, Axelrod, Plekh-
anov) usually without suspecting this: on the other hand, its main arguments sgainst
the Right it borrows from the Marxists, that is first of all from +the Bolshevik
Leninists, dulling, however, the sharp edge of criticism, avoiding practical conclu=
ions, thereby rendering their criticism meamingless.

' (e) A centrist readily proclaims his hostility to reformism; but he does not men-
tion Centrism; moreover, he considers the very definition of Centrism as “undleamr",
"arbitrary", etc; in other words,Centrism does not like to be called by its own hame,

(d) 4 Centrist, always uncertain of his position, and of his methods, views with,
hatred the revolutionary principle:- +to state what is; he is inclined to substitube

for a principled policy personal manceuvring and petty organisational diplomacy.

(e) A Centrist always remains in spititual dependence on Rightist groupings, is in-
clined to cringe before those who are more moderate, to remain silent on their oppor-
turist sins and to colour their actions before the workers.

#
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(f) His shilly-shallying the Centrist frequently covers up by reference to the dan-
ger of "sectarianism", by which he undersbands not abstract propogandist passivity
(of the Bordigist type) but an active concern fur purity of principles, clarity of
position, political consistency, organisationzl completenesss.

(g) A Centrist occupies a position between an opportunist and a Marxist, somewhat
analegous to that which a petit bourgeois cccupics between a capitalist ard a prolet-—
arian: he kow-tows before the first and has contempt for the second.

On the Internstional Arens

(h) On the internationsl arena the Centrist distinguishes himself, if not by blind=-
ness, then by short-sightedness; he does nct understand that in the present epoch a
national revolutionary party can be built only as part of an internstional party; in
the choice of his internstional allies the Centrist is even less discriminating than
in his own country.

(i) A Centrist sees in the policy of +the Comintern only "Ultra-left" deviations,
adventurism,putschism,ignoring completely the Right-opportunist zig-zags (Kuomintang,
Iinglo-Russian Committee, pacifist forgeign policy, anti-fascist bloc, etc,)

(3) A Centrist always swears readily by the policy of the United Front, empbying it
of its revolutionary content and transforming it from a tactival method into a sup-
reme principle.

(k) A Centrist readily resorts to pathetic moralising to cover up his idealogical
emptiness; he does not understand that revolutionary morality can be formed only on
the basis of revolutionary doctrine and revolutionary policy,

WORDS AND DEEDS

Under the pressure of circumstances the eclectic Centrist may accept even the extreme
conclusions only to retreat from them afterwards in practice. Having accepted the
dictatorship of the proletariat he will leave a wide margin for opportumistic inber-
pretations; having proclaimed the necessity of the Fourth Inbernational, he will work
for the building of a Two-and-a-half International, etc.

The most malignant example of Centrism is, if you wish, the German group "Begin Anew"
( Neu Begimnen). Superficially repeating the Marxist criticism of reformism, it cores
to the conclusion that all the misfortunes of the proletariat follow from splits and
that salvation lies in the safeguarding of the unity of the Social-Democratic Pariics
These Gentlemen place the organisational discipline of Wels and Co. higher than the
historic interests of the proletariat. And since VWels and Co. subordinate the party
to the disipline of the bourgeoisie, the group "Begin inew", cloaked by left critic-

ism stolen from the Marxists, represents in reality a harmful agency of the bourgesois
order, even though an agency of the second degree.

The so~called London ( now Amsterdam) Bureau represents an attempt at creating an in-
ternational focal point for Centrist eclectism, under the banner of which the Righnt
and Left opportunist groupings, which do not dare to choose finally a direction and a
banner, try to unite. In this, as in other cases, the Centrists try to direct the
movement obliquely along a diagonal course. The elements composing the bloc pull in
opposite directions, the N.A4.P, (Norwegian Labour Porty) cautiously moves towards the
Second Inbernational; the I.L.P. (of Britian) partly towards the Third, partly to~-
wards the Fourth; the S,A.P. (Socialist Workers! Party of Germany) and the O,S.P.
(Independent Socialst Perty of Holland) veering and vacillating towards the Fourth,
Byploiting and preserving the ideological amorphousness of all its participants and
trying to compete in the work for the creation of a new International, +the bloc of
the "London Bureau" plays a reactionary role. The failure of this grouping is abeol®
utely inevitable.
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BUREAUCRATIC CENTRISM

The definition of the policy of the Comintern as that of BURBAUCRATIC Centrism ret-
aing its full force now toc. As a matber of fact, only CENTRISM is capable of congt=-
ant leaps from opportunistic betrayals to ultra~left adventurism; only the powerful
SOVIET BUREAUCRACY could for ten ysars assure a stable hase for the ruinous policy of
zigrags. . :

Buresaucratic Centrism, in distincti~-n from Centrist groupings which crystallised out
of the social democracy, is the product of the degeneration of Bolshevism; it retains
- in caricature form - some of its traits, still leads a considerable number off
revolutionary workers, disposes of extraordinary material and technical means, but by
its political influence is now the crassest, most disorganising and harmful variety
of Centrism. The political break-down of the Comintern, clear to the whole world,
signifies of necessity the further decomposition of bureaucratic centrism. In this
sphere our task is t0 save the best elements for the cause of the proletarian revol-
ution. Side by side with tireless principled criticism, our main weapon for influen-
cing the workers still remaining under the banner of the Comintern is the further
penetration of ocur ideas and methods inmto thosc wide mnsses, who stand how in  overw
whelming majority outside the influwence of the Comintern.

ADAPTATTON TO REFORMIST MANCEUVEES

Precisely now, when reformism is forced to renounce itself, transforming itself into
Centrism, mome of the groupings of LEFT cenbrism, on the contrary,stop short in their
development and even move backwards. It seems to them thet the reformists have sl
ready grasped almost everything,that it is necessary only not to play with exorbitant
demands, criticism, extreme phraseclogy, and that then with one blow one can create a
mass "revolutionary" party. '

In reality, reformism, forced by events to disavow itself, having no clear programme,
no revolutionary tactics, is capeble only of Iulling the advanced workers to sleep by
inculecating in them the idea that the revolutionary regeneration of their party is
already achieved, '

For a revolutionary Marxist the struggle ageinst reformism is now almost replaced by
the struggle against Centrism, The mere bare counterposing of legal struggle to ill-
egal, of peaceful means to violence, of democracy to dictatorship,how goes beside the
mark in the majority of cases, becsuse the frightened reformist disavowing himsclf,is
ready to accept the most "revolutionary" formulas, if only they do not cbligate him
today to a decisive break with his own irresolution, indecision amd expectant waiting.
The struggle with hidden or masked opportunists must therefore be transferred chiefly
to the sphere of PRACITCAL CONCIUSIONS FROM REVOLUTIONARY REQOUISITES.

Before seriously accepting Cenmbrist talk of the "dictatorship of the proletariat® we
must demand a serious defence against Fascism, a complete break with the bourgecisie,
a systematic building of a workers' militia, its training in militant spirit, +he
creation of inter-party defence centres, anti-fascist staffs, the banishment from
their ranks of parliamentary, trade union and other traitors, bourgeois lackeys and
careerists also, FPrecisely on this plane the mein fights ageinst Centriasm must how
be fought. To carry on the strugsle with succezs it is nccessary to have free nands,
that is, not only to retain full organisational independence but also critical in=-g
transigence with repard to the most "left" offshoots of Centrism, &

EVENTS FORCE REALIGNMENTS

Bolshevik-Lenminists in all countries must realise eclearly the peculiarities of
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the new stage in the struggle for the Fourth Internaticnal., The events in fustria and
France gave a powerful impetus to the realignment of the forces of the proletariat in
a revolutionary direction., But precisely this uriversal supplanting of open reformism
by Centrism develops a powerful attractive force with regard to left-Centrist group-
ings (SAP, (SP) which only yesterday were sbout to unite with the Bolshevik-Leninists.
This dialectic process may produce the impression ;a  the surface +that the  Morxian
wing is again "isolated" from the masses. 4 flogrant delusion! The veerings of
Centriem to the Right amd to the Left follow from its very mature. There will be you
tene and hundreds of such episocdes on our road. It would be the most wretched faint-
heartedness to fear to go forward Just becausc the road is strewn with obstacles or
because not all the fellow-travellors will arrive at the very end.

THE FOURTH INTERNATTONAL

Wnether the new opportunist vicillations of our Centrist allies will prove conjunctu-
rel or final(in reality they will be of both kinds), the general conditions for the
formation of the Fourth International on the basis of genuine Bolshevism beccme more
ard more favourable. The chase of the "“extreme left" Centrists after the simply
"efts", of the lefts after the moderates, of the moderates after the Rights, Iike
the chase of a man after his own shadow, gannct create any stéble mass oOrganisation;
the miserable experience of the German Independent Party (USP) retains now also its
full force. Under the pressure of events, with the aid of our criticisms and slogans,
the advanced workers will step over the vacillations of the most left Centrist lead-
ers, and, if it should become necessary, also over these leaders themselwes. On  the
road to a new Internaticnal, the proletarian vangmard will find no other ahgwers than
those which have been elaborated and are being elsborated by the Bolshevik-Leninists
on the basis of international experience during ten years of uninterrupted theoretic-
al and practical struggle,

During the past year our political influence has grown greatly in a nmumber of count-
ries. We shall be able to develop and broaden these successes inh a comparatively
short time under the following conditions:

(2) Not to outsmert the historical process, not 4o play hide-and-seek, but to state
what is3 )

(b) to give ourselves a theoretical accounting of the changes in the gereral sit-
uation which in the present epoch frequently takes on the nature of sharp turns;

(c) to heed corefully the mood of the masses, without prejudices,without illusions,
without self-deception, in order on the basis of a correct estimate of the relation-
ship of forces within the proletariat to avoid opportunism as well as adventurism,
and to lead the masses forward, not to throw them hack;

(4) every day, every hour, +to answer clearly to ourselves what OUR NEXT PRACTIG.L
STEP must be, tirelessly to prepare this step, and on the basis of living expericice
explain t0 the workers the principled differences of Bolshevism from all other part-
ies and currents; '

(e) not to confuse tactical tasks of 2 united front with the basic historic task,
the creation of new parties and a new International;

Efg not to neglect the weakest ally for the sake of PRLCTICAL actiong
£) to watch critically the most "left" 2lly as a possible-adversary;

(h) to treat with the greatest attention those groupings which actually gravitate
towaxds us; patiently and carefully to listen .to their criticisms, doubts and vacill-
ations; to help them develop towards Marxism; not to be frightened by thelr caprices,
threats, ultimotums (Cemtrists are always capricious and touschy);not to make any con-
cessions to them in principle; '

(i) 4ND ONCE AGAIN, NOP' TO FEAR TO STATE WHAT IS. : -

Wrst Published in MILITANT (New York) March 1934. Republished in An Solas- 15/16, Dec.
66. '




The reluctant, but apparently dsfinite,
decigion of the T&GWNU leaders +to bring
out 77,000 municipal busmen on August
12th,is a decision that should have been
taken months ago when the govermment in-
troduced its first freeze order. XFaced
then with a stand-up fight against the
bosses' Labour Government Cousins and
his mates - who had spent a great deal
of energy in talking egainst the Incomes
Policy =~ ran for their lives.Under cover
of going to court with a test action,
they accepted the order. Soon the non-
starter of a lepgal test was guietly dro-
pped. And since then the busmen's hard-
won increase has been frozen., They have
been blatantly victbimised by a govern-
ment determined o hold down everyone's
wagen, and determined to take advantage
of all weakness of trade union leaders.

Lagt January Cousing still had suffic-
ient standing with a delegate conference
representing the 77,000, to get it to
accept his lead. But this July, faced
with an extension of the standstill or-
der, the delegates ignored a recommend-
ation from Cousins,ignored his and other
officials' warnings sbout poszible legal
consequences (£100 to £500 fines, with
imprisonment for refusal to pay) and by
a big majority (37/19) demanded a nat-
~ional strike. Under pressure of the
men, and spurred by the arrogant bosses'
stooge Castle who rejected a'compromise’
offer worked out jointly by the Unien
and employers - the Union exscubive
decided on a strike: the first major of-
 Ficlal T&GWU strilke for 10 years.

This decision is pgood, and busmen mush
insist that there is no retreat. Unfort-
unately the past antics of cousins and
Co, makes very likely an attempt to find
a retreat, And not only their past an~
tics. Side by side with the exccutive's
strike vote, +they decided +to +try for
separabte local settlements ~ a course
which is not compatible with preparing
to hold the men together for a big fight.

Likewise the decigion to strike should
not blind busmen o the character of the

deal which Cousins & Co. worked ou% with
the employers. Desplte its rejection by
Costle this amounts to a sell-out in it

self, Cousins' desl includes provision

for one-man operation and other producte
ivity clauses,and bears a strong roscibe-
lance to the productivity desl which has
been pushed through in London. Militant
London busmen are dencuncing it as  the
bigrost  sellwout in  years. 'Blocdy
Barbara' is reported to have shouted ot
Cousins during the negotiations: "You
mupht to be ashamed of yourself] How can
you, a socialist, talk about getting in-
ecreascs without stringsi" Militant bus-

meh, who %bake neither Castle's nor
Cousins' socialist pretensions very sere
iocusly,think the union leadership should
be ashomed of itself because it accepbs
gtrings, Busmen will insist on demanding
the £1 minimum backdated to December =
withoubt any strings.

Another issue is the question of the
strength of the busmen, One reasofi they
have been victimised is that the givern-~
ment is counting on a limited, isolated
strike, if any, The municipalities must
not be left to fight alone. Thers arc
30,000 London busmen, and 100,000 prov-
incial busmenjthese must be brought inbo
the strugzle. And not only busmen: after
all, the fight against the Govermment's
and employvers' wage freeze concerns the
whole lebour movement. Already, offers
of golidarity have come from NUS and AR
branches.

A gerious stard on August 12th
mark the turn of the tide against the
Govornment's aldlity *o railroad +the
working class towrads wage cuts (called
freezes) and unemployment (disguiscd as
sroductivity deals).But it can't be left
Just to the urndon officlals working
within the terms of their deals wikh the
cmployers, BUSMEN'S COMMITIEES MUST BE
ORGAITISED AND FREPARED TQ GO IT ALQONE IT
NECESSARY WITH UNOFFLCTAL ACTION,We musi
see to it that there are no more se
outsi

could
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