- whose records go back to the

. against American capitalism.

SWP National Secretary and

‘a “moderate”

kination of Section 315.

SWP Convention Calls

For Political

Challenge

To Big Business Parties

By Murry Welss
The Socialist Workers Party concluded its Eighteenth
National Convention last week after three days of inten-

sive work in an atmosphere

charged with self-confident

realism and revolutionary social-#
ist optimism. The participation
of some 250 delegates and visi-
tors from every branch in the
country marked a high point for
the party since the 1946 Chicago
Convention on the eve of the
cold-war and witch-hunt period.

Among the delegates was a
large representation of youth
along with founders of the
American communist movement,
veterans of the trade-union
movement and front-line fight-
ers in the Negro struggle. Thus,
the vitality and continuity of
the Marxist movement in the
United States was personified in
the convention by socialists

IWW, the pre-1917 Socialist
Party left wing, the early years
of the Communist Party, the
founding period of American
Trotskyism, and by newer strata
of youth coming from different
tendencies in the more recent
history of the American rad1ca1
movement.

An active role was played by
delegates who broke from the
Communist Party after the
Khrushchev revelations and who
renounced the counsel of déespair
and capitulation to “democratic”
capitalism offered by such form-
er CP leaders as John Gates.
These militants broke with Stal-
inism, not socialism, and they
have learned that membership
in the SWP is the path for gen-
uine revolutionists who are de-
termined to carry on the fight

Another contingent of dele-
gates came to the SWP as a re-
sult of the struggles of the left-
wing youth within the reform-
ist- Social Democracy in the last
few years. In the course of their
battle with the ‘“socialist” sup-
porters of the State Department
they fused with the SWP youth
and launched a new, nationwide
socialist youth movement.

POLITICAL RESOLUTION

The major discussion at .the
convention occurred around the
report on the Political Resolu-
tion given by Farrell Dobbs,

three times the party’s candidate
for president of the United
States. )

His report centered on prep-
arations for the 1960 presidential

election which the resolution
characterized “as the nexi major
political action” facing - the
American .socialist movement.

While some intensification of

the class struggle as a result of
the capitalist offensive against
the living standards of the work-
ers is to be expected, Dobbs
held that “we cannot bank on
any immediate change in the
mass movement” in 1959 in time
to make a labor party develop-
ment in 1960° a practical possi-
bility. '
. Thus the urgent task in the
presidential elections is to in-
tensify propaganda for indepen-
dent political action as an al-
ternative to continued support
of the Democratic Party.

Dobbs discussed the prospects
for a united socialist presiden-
tial ticket, citing the resolution:
“If -sufficient forces can be
brought together in agreement
to make the effort feasible and
worthwhile, we favor putting a
broad socialist ticket (on ac-
ceptable lines) in the race in
order to advance and popularize
the idea of independent socialist
political action.”

However, the facts should be
faced realistically. “A complex

‘of factors outside our control

makes a united socialist ticket
an uncertain prospect.”
Therefore, “in view of the dif-
ficulties and uncertainties of
realizing this (united ticket) un-
der present conditions, the SWP
will make- all the necessary
preparations to run its own can-

‘didates so, that in any event the

message of socialism can be
brought to the American people
in the 1960 elections.”

Dobbs discussed the interna-
tional situation, the growth of
feelings of insecurity among
workers and particularly the
youth as a result of the recur-
rent boom-bust cycles of the
capitalist economy, the intensi-
fication of the Negro struggle for
full equahty, and the balance
sheet of the regroupment process
since 1956.

The convention adopted the
line of the political report by
Dobbs and the Political Resolu-
tion by a large majority vote. A
minority of three delegates sup-
ported a resolution in disagree-
ment with ‘the party’s regroup-

(Continued ¢n Page 2)

Plan ‘Moderate’ Curh

On Equal-Time Law

JULY 7 — Senate and House committees concluded
public hearings last week on a cluster of bills intended

to destroy or substantially

modify Section 315 of the

Federal Communications
which requires radio and TV
broadcasters to provide equal
use of their facilities to all can-
didates for public office.
According to informed guesses
on Capitol Hill, Congress is ex-
pected to approve this session
bill exempting
“newscasts” from the equal time
requirement. This would break
the ice for ultimate realization
of the long-standing aim of the
broadcasters — complete elim-

Testifying before a House
Commerce subcommittee July 1,
Frank Stanton, president of the
Columbia Broadcasting System,
reiterated the industry’s arro-
gant threat to blackout election
news coverage unless “relief”
from the equal time proviso is
granted.

As in his performance before
the Senate committee, he claim-
ed that the broadcasters could
not continue to grant free time
to the Vegetarian and Prohibi-
tion parties.

At the House committee hear-
ing he was called on this by the
next witness, William Price, ex-
ecutive secretary of. the New
York United Independent-So-
cialist Committee. ,

Price proposed that Stanton
submit a memorandum to the
committee detailing the amount
of free time given to these par-
ties. He based his challenge on
the fact that the broadcasters
have consistently discriminated
against minor parties in gr antmg
time.

The propaganda basis for the
current drive to give the Repub-
licans and Democrats a total
monopoly of free broadcast time
is based on a recent FCC ruling
granting a total of nine minutes
of free time to Lar Daly, a can-
didate for mayor of Ch1cago in,
1958.

CAct#

The decision was based on the

appearance of the incumbent on
several TV newscasts that clear-
ly served to advance his can-
didacy.

In his statement to the House
committee, Price said: “The case
for amendment or nullification
of Section 315 is being promoted
by hysteria and is framed in dis-
tortion. The Daly decision is not
as far-reaching as the public has
been led to believe. It does not
require that news of all minority,
candidates be given equal time.
It simply ‘extends the equal time
formula to the newscast format
when in the judgment of the
FCC, the appearance’of a candi-
date constitutes ‘use’ of the fa-
cility.

“We welcome this interpeta-
tion as the logical extension of

the responsibility of broadcast-’

ers, licensed to operate in the
public domain for the public in-
terest. Such a ruling, we believe,
is in fact long overdue.”

A statement by Farrell Dobbs,
National ‘Secretary of the So-
cialist Workers Party, assailed
the moves of the major parties
and the broadcasters as intended
to “further the process of
'stifling all voices of opposition to
Big Business rule in America.”

He urged united action by all
minor parties and supporters of
free speech to preserve the equal
time law.

The Socialist Labor Party, in
a June 25 statement to6 the Sen-
ate committee, branded the pro-
posed bills as designed to ‘“con-
fer upon the major parties what
amounts to a monopoly on the
use of the air waves, which are
the private property of no man
or group of men.”

William Price will report on
the equal time fight at a public
meeting Sunday, July 12, 8 p.m.,,

at the Penthouse Terrace, 10A, A

59 W..71 St., New York City.
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Deny Equal
Justice in
Rape GCases

The International spotlight,
which focused on the South’s
double standard of justice in
rape cases during the recent
Tallahassee trial, continues to
play across the Southern scene,

In the Tallahassee trial, Florida
maintained its tradition of the
death penalty for Negroes only
in rape cases by according
mercy to the four white at-
tackers of the 19-year-old Negro
co-ed. A flood of demands that
Florida accord the same mercy
to five Negroes facing execution
for alleged rapes of white wo-
men has brought partial results.
A hasty second trial of a 16-
year-old Negro farmhand,
Jimmy Clark, resulted in a life
sentence. Moreover, the State
Board of Pardons, has ordered

a 30-day delay in the execution

of Samuel Odum.
This reprieve for Odum is,
however, very short and tele-

grams and letters from organi-
zations” and individgals to theé|

Board of Pardons in Tallahassee
are still vital to save Odum and
the three other Negroes now
facing the electric chair on 1ape
charges.

An aftermath of the Tallahas-
see case is the newspaper at-
tention to cases of white men
raping Negro women. Such com-
monplace . occurrences are cus-
tomarily hushed up by officials
or ignored by the white press.
In past weeks two white men
in Little Rock were arrested for
the rape of ‘a 27-year-old Negro
woman. She had been brutally
beaten and all her front teeth

knocked out. In North Carolina’

a white man has been arrested
for raping an 1l-year-old Negro
girl.

The first death sentence with-
in memory for a white man
guilty of raping a Negro wo-
man was handed down in Beau-
fort, S.C. In this case the jury
was mainly influenced by the

prisoner’s record of attacks on.

white women and children.

Almost simultaneously a Ne-|

gro was sentenced to death for
attempted rape of a white wo-
man, The full penalty of this
savage law is reserved exclu-
sively for Negroes.

'~ That the old pattern general-
ly prevails however, is shown
by a letter from Jonesboro, Ark.,
in the Chicago Defender (July
4) telling how police hushed up
a white man’s attempted rape of
an 8-year-old Negro girl.

“Model of Sov1et auiomated plant, one of industrial  exhibits -

At the Sovzket Fair

that attracted American
crowds at Exhibition of Achievements in Science, Technology and Culture at ‘New York's
Coliseum. Models of the Sputniks, of atomic power planis and of new medical devices also
impressed visitors favorably. The fair opened June 29 and will run to Aug. 10. In first six
days, an estimated 250,000 people packed the show. (See story on page three.)

Steel Bosses Spearheading
Drive to Beat Down Wages

By Lynn Marcus

Throughout the posi‘ war
years the steel companies have
never been compliant in théir
negotiations = with the steel
workers. Repeatedly since 1946,
they forced the United Steel
Workers of America to sirike
before coming through with
concessions. This year, however,
the steel bosses are particularly
arrogant in refusing to extend
new gains. They are demanding
a wage freeze and elimination
of the cost-of-living escalator
clause in the union contract as
well as changes in working
rules that would seriously un-
dermine union conditions in :he
mills,

According to the July 4 Busi-
ness Week, the steel barons
now feel that they have been
too soft in their dealings with
the unions in the past, that this
is the time to really dlaw the
line and fight.

Nor are they alone among big
business employers in their de-

termination to sharpen the class
struggle. As Business Week
says, “An era in labor-manage-
ment relations is..at an end.”
The steel union “is feeling the
brunt of a critical struggle . . .
by all major industries against
a union policy -of pressing for
‘more and more and more’ every
year; more .pay, more social
benefits, more of everything.”

A. H. Raskin, labor editor of
the New York Times, writes in
the July 5 Magazine Section of
his paper that “The sirike ten-
sions that have developed .in
steel . and other" industries are
somber tokens that we are mov-
mg into a new era of bad feel-
ing in labor-managemeni rela-
tions.” '

In mounting - their offensive
against the legitimate demands
of the labor movement, the em-
ployers have used the McClel-
lan Committee investigations to
smear the unions with the brush
of “corruption.” They have
sought to enact state “right-to-

work” laws. Finally, as Raskin

says, after their defeat last
November on the “right-to-
work” issue, “Employers have
turned to . ... the impact of

wdges upon prices. Industry’s
battle cry is that union-enforc-
ed increases in labor-costs have
been the chief culprit in infla-
tion.”

As in the case of previous
assaults on the unions, the boss-
es are promoting their aims
through the government. “Pres-
ident Eisenhower publicly warns
that the country will not stand
for a settlement that pushes
prices up. Congress hints at
price controls and tighter arfti-
trust laws.”

The charge that wages are
the cause of intflation is a plain
lie. No competent economist
and no informed businéssman
or politician really believes that
wage increases cause inflation.
And every serious economist
knows that lowering wages will

(Continued on. Page 2)

‘Self- Defense,”
Independence and Mass

Polltlcal

Action Are Key Issues

By the Editors

Some 2,000 delegates are gathering in New York City July }
13 for the fiftieth annual convention of the National Association

for the Advancement of Colored People.
Will this be just another routine yearly gatherlng at which

'| delegates dutifully sit and listen to lengthy speeches by their

top officials' and by a long string of invited politicians and other

dignitaries? Or will it be a convention at which the delegates\

themselves do their share of the talking — and, what’s more im-

portant, decide on policies.for the organization’s cormng year of -

work?

There are a number of accomplishments in the past year on
which the NAACP may congratulate itself, but these weigh littfe

against the mountain of injustice crushing the Negro people in

this country. An objective survey of the past year indicates that -
in the battle against Jim Crow, the NAACP is, at best, just inch- b

ing along; and, at worst, standing still.

Let us hope that this fiftieth convention- w111 adopt p011c1es
and plans suitable to. the tasks ahead, so that the official slogan
“Free by ’63” will regain its ring of confidence and the Jerspec-

tive of achievement.

Among the many issues facing the delegates three are para-, G

rount:

(1) Reversing the suspension of Robert F. Williams, preszdent
of the Union County, N. C., branch for his statement urging Ne-
| groes to fight back against rac1st attacks, meeting. ‘violence ‘with
| violence” if necessary. Most Negroes (and most whites who ‘are
for full equality for all) favor Williams’ position, which is nothing
more than the traditional and legal right of self-defense .

The NAACP national office appears to be straddling on thls‘
issue. In words it says that the NAACP is for armed self-defense

where necessary. (These words lose most of their strength since
the only place they appear is in the document suspending Wil-

liams.) But actions speak louder than words — and the action of
the NAACP top brass was to remove Williams from his elected .

post.

What conclusion can those Southern branches, which are

faced with the same racist violence as Williams’ branch, draw

from the national board’s action against Williams? And this at

the very moment when a survey by three unimpeachable national : :

organizations shows a mounting wave of violence against Negroes
since the Supreme Court decision.
If the NAACP is the democratic organization it claims to be,

the delegates can bring the issue of Willianis’ suspension to the’

convention floor, debate it and take a vote.
(2) Should the NAACP remain an organization devoted almost

exclusively to lawsuits, lobbying and education; or should it ex- -

pand its activities to include mass action? Why do movements like

the Montgomery and Tallahassee bus boycotts, the Youth March

for Integrated Schools, etc., have to organize outside the NAACP?
It is not because the people in these movements are anti-NAACP;

it is because the NAACP offers organizational resistance to move-

ments of mass struggle.

Local struggles, like that of the NAACP Youth in Oklahoma
City against Jim Crow restaurants and drug counters, and " picket
lines against anti-Negro, stores in Manhattan and Brooklyn, show:

the desire for mass action in the branches. The convention should
endorse and encourage such branch actions and project suitable

national mass actions.

(3) Finally, the slowdown of school desegregatmn and the =
hidden-ball tricks of the Democratic and Republican politicians |
on civil rights show the need for the Negro people to’ declare then’ o

independence of both Big Business parties.

Wherever the Negro vote is strong, candidates should be run -

as representatives of the Negro commumty and in opposition to

Republican and Democratic nominees; and, ‘nationally, Negro .

leaders should lay the groundwork for collaboration with or- &
ganized labor for the formation of a new party dedicated to prlI N
rights and serving the interests of the w01k1ng people.

1
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The Delegates Found It

By Harry Ring

A socialist convention on a
summer week end in New York

. The picture is familiar — a
crowded steamy hall. ‘Clusters
of delegates on a hot-sidewalk
debating where to eat ‘and often
winding up with a tasteless but
expensive meal. Stuffy hotel

rooms at stiff prices and equally.

stiff mattresses. Delegates rare-
ly getting the opportunity for
more than a nodding acquain-
tanceship with one another.

" The convention held by the
Socialist Workers Party at a

camp in the foot hills of the,

Poconos was wonderfully differ-
ent. The long, windowed hall
looked out on green rolling hills.

‘Meals' were top notch. Between

sessions you could take a dip in
the pond, a stroll along wooded
trails, or just relax on the lawn
in the cool shade of a tree.

Best of all was the charice to
get better acquainted, to swap

experiences, to really enjoy the
comradeship you find among
socialists when they get together.
E:  J * »

The decision of the SWP io
rent the facilities of Mountain
Spring Camp for its convention
was not made without some mis-
givings. The estimated atiend-
ance was in excess of the camp’s
normal dining and sleeping ca-
pacities. As the reservations be-
gan pouring in, it became clear
that attendance would be con-
siderably greater than expected.
But the camp management and
staff met the problems with a
professional smoothness, precis-
ion and know-how that won a
ringing vote of appreciation from
the delegates. In a special cere-
mony, “hero” badges were
awarded to each staff member.
But it was difficult for the dele-
gates to fully express their ad-
miration for the magnificent job
that was done,

» * *

During the depression, hitch-
hiking and riding the freights
were common if not favorite
ways of travel among delegates

to such gatherings. In tune with
the times, delegates to this con-
vention came by train, bus, plane
and car. Several scooters were
in the parking' lot. One family
from Seattle: and another from
Los Angeles brought trailers.
Two people from the Midwest
came in a two-seater plane. Just
before hopping the last hedge
they were forced down by fog.
They lost a day and a half. A
battered jalopy from the same
area made it in less time.

& * * L ] )

To provide for the overflow of
visitors, a high-fidelity amplify-
ing system piped the convention
proceedings to the comfortably
furnished sitting room of the
camp lodge, Oneé visitor, curled
up in a spacious easy chair, sug-
gested a TV screen to make it
perfect. Another, who enjoys
floating in an inner tube, spoke
up for exiending the speaker
system 1o the pond.

*® * *

One complaint was registered
about the menu. A delegate who
has been waging a long, losing
battle against - an  expanding

"Wonderfully Different”

walsthne felt that roast beef for
lunch and half a roast chicken
for dinner was inconsiderate.

* P % 2

A group of teen-aged SWP
supporters helped parenis solve
the thorny baby-sitting problem
by volunteering their services
for a day-care program. In ac-
cepting the thanks of the con-
vention for this contribution, a
spokesman for the group ob:
served that children are no
problem when their parents
aren’t around.

* * *

One of the most attractive
sights was the New York girl
who arrived in her high-school
graduation gown. She made it in
time by leaving directly from
the commencement exercises.

® R £ 3 Z

A number of delegates, form-
erly members of the Communist
Party, were especially impressed
by the democratic character of
the convention. A Negro worker
who had been a leading figure
in the West Coast CP for more
than two decades said: “It's al-

most impossible to describe the

§

difference between this and the
conventions I've been used tfo.
There was a greater spirit of
collectivity here than I've.ever
seen. I never got the feeling we
were ‘rubber stamps’ for the

leadership or just being given a

chance to let off steam. The po-
litical resolution was realistic, It
didn’t leave me with the feeling
I was out of this world.”

* ® *

This was the first SWP con-
vention for a young New York
worker of Latin-American ex-
traction who had previously be-
longed to the Labor Youth
League. The high point of the
gathering for him was the panel
meeting where delegates from
coast to coast reported and dis-
cussed their experiences in the
movement for Negro equality.
“It was an eye-opener,” he said.

“I had felt we weren’t doing all

that we could. I didn’t have any

idea how much the comrades

were really doing.”
; ® *

The process of socialist re-

groupment sparked by the

Khrushchev revelations about

Stalin’s crimes extended to all

Socialists Begin Preparations for 1960

ILITANT

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE '

NAACP Delegates Face
Crucial Policy Questions

parts of the country. A cons

struction worker from St. Louis

whose activity goes back to the

days of the Debs movement said 1

it was particularly heartening in

his area. ”All the radical groups
in St. Louis, including ours, had

been isolated for a long .time,”

he explained. “But last year we
were able to set up a Socialist

Educational League with month- '~
ly discussion meetings. I've nev-.
er seen walls broken down so

quickly as at these discussions

‘among supporters of different

groups. We've gained a litile

ground for the first time in a:

long while and I think we'll
make some more headway.”
* * ¥

A socialist book stall at the
convention enjoyed a brisk busi-
ness. Karl Marx, with his recent-
ly translated
Philosophical Manuséripts of
1844, was. best seller.
Kautsky was runner up with

“Thomas More and His Utopia”

and “Communism in  Eastern
Europe at the Tnne of the Re-
formatmn.” :

“Economic and

Karl "
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So We Went to See
The Slums of Glasgow

By Marvel Scholl

A small item in a recent issue of the
British socialist weekly,- the Newsletter, date-
lined Glasgow, tells of a fight brewing between
the dock workers and the National Dock
Labour Board and the employers.

Conditions are being undermined due to
- NDLB violations of an agreement limiting the
number of men assigned to each dock. At the
KGV docks there is little enough work for 150
men, yet the Board sends 50 additional men
to.vie for jobs. Dockers are granted 12 shillings
‘a day when they do not work, but of late the
employers have refused: to grant even this
miserable stipend (about $1.70) unless the men
" sign in for all three shape-ups.

This small item brought back vividly the
time we spent in Glasgow last year. Our hosts
for ‘that visit were 32 dockers, shipyard work-
ers, machinists (they call them engineers),
building laborers and other workers who be-
longed to the socialist wing of the Labour
‘Party. '

: They told us, “You must see the slums of
Glasgow Nowhere in the world are the slums
worse.

So we went to see the slums-of Glasgow
We went into the homes of these friends. And
this is what we found: .

Abie and Betsy, with their three small
children, occupied a “single end” apartment.
The house contammg about 20 families, had
not . been repaired in 40 years. Great gaping
holes in the concrete walls, broken sidewalk
in the *“close” (entry), a single toilet in a
closet in the hall for each floor.

Abie and Betsy’s apartment was unusual;
it had two rooms —one a bedroom just large
enough for a double bed for the two girls and
“a cot for the little boy. Most “single ends”
have just one room.

The main room was about 12 by 10 feet,
with a double bunk-bed .sunk into the far
- wall for the parents. In one corner was a
small fireplace, in another a gas stove. The
sink was built. into the window ledge. One

sisters.

tion.

Sparklingly clean,
that there scarcely seemed room to breathe, let
alone live, this
and Betsy’s home since their marriage.

The -Scotch lawmakers are very moral
people indeed. One couple whom we visited
had a son just 10 years old. Now that the boy
had reached that age it was no longer legal
for him to sleep in the same room with his two
Therefore Alex and Ellen, who live
“single end,” were eligible for
one of the mew Council Flats under construc-

in a genuine

Abie and Betsy’s son is.only seven. They
must wait their turn another three years.

There has been no housing constructed’in
Glasgow since 1916, That was when the Rent
Control Act went
frozen and if a landlord failed to carry out
necessary repairs, the tenants were allowed to
deduct 10% of their rent. 4

~ Landlords were unwilling to spend any-
thing on repairs so tenants took the 10%. To-
day thousands of buildings in that grim city
have been abandoned by their owners. They
are still occupied by tenants who pay no rent.
But the ‘condition of those buildings is almost
beyond description.

At present construction of the city-owned
“Council Flats” is underway. Five gigantic pro-
jects circle the city. The one we visited will
house 40,000 when it is finished. The flats con-
tain four or five sizeable rooms, with that al-
most unheard of luxury — a private bath!

The project had its Tenants League and
its own newspaper.
League had just won a fight to keep the city
from raising the rents. 3

During our visit to Scotland the London
busmen were on strike and the workers we
talked to were filled with admiration for the
strikers. But one man voiced chagrin: )

“Every big strike wave we have ever had
in Great Britain before this one began right
here on the Red Clyde. Now the Londoners

wall. had a dish cupboard, the other a buffet.

Between these two stood the

There was just enough room betweén the
other furniture and the table to pass sideways.
Not one square inch of that room was unused.

dining table.

do something.

have taken the lead. We'll have to do some-
thing ‘about that!”

From the Newsletter I get the impression
that the Clyde-side dockers have begun to

yet so overcrowded

“apartment” had been Abie

into effect. Rents were

When we were there the

...Steel Bosses Leadmg Drive

(Continued from Page 1)
not stop inflation.

But big businessmen and
capitalist politicians know, too,
that tens of millions of Ameri-
cans feel cheated by inflation.
By advancing the big lie that
labor’s demands cause inflation,
they hope to mobilize enough
anti-labor sentiment to scare
the wunions off from: making
sizable demands. They also hope
to fool many wunion members
with their propaganda and
make them more willing to ac-
cept a token settlement on the
grounds that since a wage in-

" crease allegedly would boost

prices, it is not worth fighting
for anyway.

To ascertain what big busi-
ness economists really consider
to be the cause of inflation ane
has only to read official gov-
ernment publications. For in-
stance, the May 1959 issue of

. Survey of Current Business,

published by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce, says: “An
increase in the volume of liquid
assets was. facilitated by Federal
Reserve operations as the re-
cession deepened in 1958. The

monetary authorities utilized all
the major instruments at their
dlsposal to. ease credit condi-
tions and to expand the lend-
ing capacity of the banking

system ... .:these actions pro-
vided the basis for a record
peacetime expansion in the

money supply.” It was this that
caused the alarming rise of
prices in the first few months
of 1958. : .

Inflation is caused by the
manipulations of public and
private credit by government
agencies, the big banks and the
big corporations. (These man-
ipulations are closely tied to the
astronomical federal budgets,
whose bulk goes for arma-
ments.) This was admitted by
W. McChesney Martin, Chair-
man of the Federal Reserve
Board, speaking before the
Ways and Means Committee of
the House of Representatives
on further extension of bank
credit through the Federal Re-
serve System.

“When such a program was
adopted during and following
the war,” he said, “ . it pro-
moted and fac111tated the dan-

- New Yorkers!
Spend July 17-19 Week End
In the Country!

Join other independents and socialists at a week-end outing.
The United Independent-Socialist Comrmttee has reserved the
facilities of

Mountain Spring Camp
a beautiful woodlands camp.in the foothills of the Pocono
Mountains only 70 miles from the city. (Two hours ride by bus
from New York to Washington, N. J.) Delicious food. Swim-
ming — outdoor games.
Hear Guesit Speaker:

Lloyd Barenblatt
"The Supremé Court and the First Amendment”

(Mr. Barenblatt was a principal in the recent Supreme

Court dec151on backtracking on the First Amendment.)
® .

RATES: Only $15 — includes room for two nights, six
meals and the lectures. (Lodge or Cabana accomodations
slightly higher.) No tipping.

For reservations or further information call GR 5-9736
‘before July 15.

-

What course is the most effective one to prevent
World War III?

This question is disturbing more and more thinking
people as the accumulating evidence from tests of
nuclear weapons reveals the ‘catastrophic nature of
another major war.

Does the correct answer lie in the direction of
‘I socialist struggle; or is there a more effective way?

Study of the sharp dispute over the character of
World War II, and of the different policies advocated
then, offers illumination on this key issue facing all
those today who want a world of peace.

Read “Three Wars in One” by Daniel Roberts in
the summer issue of International Socialist Review.
Send 35 cents for a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

Three Wars in One |

gerous bank credit and monet-
ary expansion that developed
under the harness of direct
price, wage and material con-
trols. The suppressed inflation
that resulted, we are now well
aware, burst forth eventually in
a very rapid depreciation of
the dollar . . .”

So that even when wages
were frozen during the war
the monetary expansion attend-
ant on arms production created
inflationary pressures that
eventually “burst forth.” And
inflation, . fed from the same
source, has continued uninter-
ruptedly in the post-war period.

What worries the big bankers
who shape economic policies in
the country is that the increase
in production stimulated by in-
flationary credit policies is al-
ways less in real value than the
increase in the money supply
which results from this credit.
Thus, in the post-recession pe-
riod, the bulk of economic
growth so-called has not been
real growth. It has been prin-
cipally the growth of public
and private debt. The top bank-
ers know that this trend spells
ever-worsening inflation.

The only way to keep the
economy expanding as in the
past is to use the Federal Re—
serve System as an engme of
inflation,” in W. McChesney
Martin’s words. . But to stop
runaway inflation- — to try to
slow down inflation to a “safe
rate”—the big bankers must
tighten up on credlt expansion.

This means higher interest
rates. for the big corporations
and  reduced opportunities for
huge profit swindles at home.
To make up for these reduced
chances at super-profits, the
employers want to dip into the
wage enveélope. That is the real
meaning of their arrogant stand
against the unions and of their
brazen lie that wage 1nc1eases
“cause” 1nﬁat10n

' Advertisement

Book-A-Month
Adventures in Freedom —
300 Years of Jewish Life in
America, by Oscar Handlin.
. This 282-page book was or-
iginally priced at = $3.75.
Book-A-Month price is $1.25.
‘Postage prepaid.
Please enclose payment
with your order.
Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place .
New York 3, N, Y.

Text of a Debate

Send for the full text of a
debate on “Should Progres-
sives Work in the Democratic
Party?”

Carl Haessler, former edi-
tor of the Federated Press,
says, “Yes!”

George Breitman, former
editor of the Militant, says,
“NO!,, 2 N

25 cents a copy, 18 cents a
copy for orders of 10 or more.
Postpaid.

Friday Night Sécialist Forum
3737 Woodward,

The Political Resolution adopi-
ed by the recent Socialist Work-
ers Pariy convention draws a
favorable balance sheet on the
resulis of the struggle for revo-
lutionary socialist regroupment
since the crisis in the Communist
Party following the Khrushchev
revelations.

Beginning with the stage of
wide discussion in 1956, the res-
olution traces the process
through the period of common
actions in the field of civil lib-
erties and the wunited political
campaigns of 1958 to the pres-
ent stage.

“In the united campaigns we
could put forward only part of
our program,” the resolution de-
clares. “But this did not cancel
out their valie as a means of
drawing broader socialist forces
into positive action on the key
issue facing American labor —
independent class political ac-
tion as against support to cap-
italist parties.”

- The resolution cites the con-
tradictions that are apparent in
the position of those socialists
who collaborated with the SWP|
in the 1958 election campaigns.
Some of those who joined in
common electoral activities with
the SWP in 1958 believe that

Convention Greets
Rose Karsner -
Pioneer Trotskyist

The Socialist Workers Party
convention sent greetings io
Rose Karsner, a life-time
fighter for revolutionary so-
cialism now 11vmg in Cali-
fornia.

Rose Karsner served on the
staff of The Masses, was a
militant in the Communist
Party and the International
Labor Defense until 1928 and
was a founder of the Ameri-
can Trotskyist movement. The
following is the text of the
convention’s message: *

“We regret that you could
not participate with us in this
largest gathering of recent
years. We are carrying on our
work with the spirit and ex-
ample you have set since the
start of our movement. See
you at our next convention.
With affectionate greetings.:
SWP Convention Delegates.”

{ gains of the SWP, which open

running on a capltahst tlcket
should not disqualify a candi-
date from receiving socialist

the appearance once again of a
Wallace-type third capitalist
party. And many of those who
turned away from the CP on the
question of its opportunist pol-
icy towards the Democratic
Party still cling to fundamen-
tally Stalinist attitudes on the
struggles of the Soviet workers
against the bureaucratic caste.

“In our united action with
such radieals,” the resolution de-
clares, “we sought to emphasize
points of agreement rather than
reject collaboration because of
remaining differences. While
maintaining and exercising full
freedom to present and defend

and public, we joined in action
with them on agreed political
issues and hoped to influence
them further toward full revo-
lutionary views.’

“Over the past three years,
the resolution says, we have

own “our willingness to co-
operate with socialist-minded in.
dividuals and groups of differ-
ing political views in specific-
issues involving civil rights, the
labor movement, the Negro
struggle and the cause of social-
ism. We have exchanged ideas
on programmatic questions
without raising ultimatistic con-
ditions which would have shut
off discussion before it could
start. Our party intends to con-
tinue along this line.”

(The resolution stresses that
the growth of influence and the
increased vitality of the SWP is
a significant counter-trend to
the disintegration and demorali-
zation that has so weakened the
American radical movement
over - the cold-war years. The

the way for a revitalization of
the socialist moverhent in the
U.S., can be credited to the pol-
icy of active participation in
the regroupment movement.
“By a negative outlook,” the
resolution poinis out, “by mere-
ly repeating our formulas and
criticizing from the sidelines,
the cause of revolutionary so-
cialism would have gained noth-
ing . but would most certamly
have lost ground.”
Underscoring precisely , what
the regroupment policy of the

support. Illusions remain about ||

our entire program in the press |

4 dressed to Brian Behan, chair-

A Salute to
British Marxists

In reply to greetings from
British Marxists fighting in
the Labor Party for a pro-
gram that can really defeat
the Tories and establish a So-
cialist Britain, the SWP con-
vention sent the following
_cablegram:

“The Eighteenth - National
SWP Convention warmly
welcomes your fraternal’
greetings. We salute the for-
mation of the Socialist Labor
League. Your militant de-
fense of the program and
movement - of revolutionary
socialism agalnst such form-
idable enemies in Britain is
an inspiration and model to
all your co-thinkers across
the Atlantic.”

The cablegram was ad-

man of the Socialist Labor
League, and was signed by
James P. Cannon and Farrell
Dobbs.

The Socialist Labor League,
under proscription by the La-
bor Party’s Right-wing bur-
eaucrats, has mobilized con-
siderable party support
against expulsion of its ad-
herents.

party is, the resolution states:

“But this method of approach,

which we first applied in revo-
lutionary socialist regroupment
activities of the 1930’s, does not
imply and never implied any in-
tention on our part to build a
politically heterogeneous organ-
ization at the expense of revo-
lutionary principles without
which no effective and enduring
revolutionary vanguard party
cah be created. As explicitly
stated in our original declaration
on socialist regroupment in the
U.S., we have been guided by
the undeviating aim of promot-
ing the ideas, programs and
methods of Trotskyism in oppo-
sition to the programs and prac-
tices of Social-Democratic re-
formism and Stalinism or any
other political formation sharing
the§ ideas to one degree or an-
other.”

The resolution pin-poinfs the
conclusions to be drawn from
the three-year regroupment pro-
cess: “The crisis provoked by
the Twentieth Congress disclos-
ures has about run its course in

(Contmued Jrom Page 1)
ment policy and the assessment
made by the majority resolu-
tion on the prospects within the
Jabor movement.
INTERNATIONAL OUTLOOK

A highlight of the convention
was the report by James P. Can-
non, National Chairman of the
party, on “The Struggle for So-
cialist Internationalism.” In a
two-hour speech the founder of
the American Trotskyist move-
ment traced the efforts of the
working class to form its world
socialist organization since the
Communist - Manifesto of Marx
and Engels in 1848 which clesed
with the words: “Workers of the
World Unite!”

He sketched the rise and fall
of the First, Second and Third
Internationals and Trotsky’s ten-
acious struggle to build a new
Fourth International after the
collapse of the German Commu-
nist Party 4in the face of Hitler
in 1933. '

For the convention as a whole,
but particularly for .the many
young and new members of the
party, this was undoubtedly the
outstanding point of the con-
vention’s three-day gathering.

The perspective for building
a revolutionary party in the U.S.,
the stronghold of world capital-
ism, against the background of
the world-historical movement
of the socialist working class,
was the concluding theme of
Cannon’s repori.

The convention schedule was
packed with activity from early
morning ‘until the late hours.
Three well-attended panels met
to hear more detailed reports on
the trade-union movement, the
Negro struggle and the socialist
press.

... Socialists Prepare for 1960

. Thé trade-union panel heard
reports on the struggle against
the “Right to Work” laws, the
significant movement in Michi-
gan to organize the unemployed

| through the trade unions, the

situation in the steel industry,
the tactical problems of the
struggle for trade-union democ-
racy, the New York hospital
workers’ strike, the experience
of various unionists in spreading
the idea of a labor party and
independent , labor candidates,
and the problems of women and
youth within the labor move-
ment.

These reports, given by active
unionists, were impressive testi-

witch-hunting, screening and
blacklisting, the socialist cadres
in the unions have survived and
continue to work with tenacity
and effectiveness,

The panel on the Negro strug-
gle heard reports from many ac-
tive participants in the recent
civil-rights battles in the North
and South. Here too, the party
was able to show how it had suc-
ceeded in retaining important
links with the most advanced,
militant sections of this militant
mass movement.

‘In his report on organization
and finances, Farrell Dobbs
fealistically assessed the party’s
situation. The party, he said,
had suffered losses over the
many years of the cold war and
the witch-hunt, but by demon-
strating its capacity to react to
every ‘opportunity, however
modest, it had more than made
up for these losses.

Dobbs then told the conven-
tion that after the most careful
assessment of finances, 1t might
be necessary — in order to lay

A small split-off from

reported at the convention.

Resolution on Marcyites

the Socialist Workers Party

last February, headed by Sam.Marcy of Buffalo, was

The following resolution on

the walk-out was adopted unan-4—
imously by the delegates:

“The Marcy group quit the
SWP at the beginning of our
pre-convention discussion. This
was the logical culmination of
their growing adaptation to Stal-
inism, most flagrantly evidenced
in their support of the Kremlin’s
brutal suppression of the Hun-
garian revolution and their sub-
sequent apology for similar
abominations, notably the exe-
cution of Nagy. During the ten
years of their existence within
|our party as a dissident organ-
ized tendency, they were grant-

Detroit 1, Mich.

ed full democratic rights and

recognition.

“The Marcyites feared to sub-
mit their pro-Stalinist views to
the judgment of the party in the
free and full discussion pro-
vided by our democratic pre-
convention procedure. The de-
parture of these numerically in-
51gn1ﬁcant defenders of the
crimes of the Khrushchev re-
gime against the Hungarian
workers testifies, not to any ‘cri-
sis’ in the SWP, but rather to
the.political solidity of its ranks
and their firm adherence to the
prmc1p1ed positions of Trotsky-

mony that despite years of rabid

the groundwork for the big task
of 1960 — to reduce publication
commitments and make other
cuts in the budget during the
immediate period ahead.

At this point the participanis
offered an inspiring demonsira-
tion of the fighting mood of the
party. One delegation after an-
other consulted on the spot and
rose to announce that in order
to prevent any curtailments in
party activities whatever théy
would pledge to raise a special
fund within a few weeks over
and above all commitments for
fund drives in 1959 and 1960.
Within an hour or itwo the dele-
gates had set quotas among
themselves for a special fund of
$5,500.

In the same spirit, a proposal
that came out of the panel on
the socialist press aroused <en-
thusiasm. This was to launch a
Socialist Press Truck tour across
the country to break new ground
for socialism in preparation for
the 1960 campaign. The project
is now being carefully consid-
ered by the incoming National
Committee with a mandate from
the convention to undertake it
if feasible. '

Statement on
China Communes

China’s communes, which had
been under consideration in the
SWP for a number of months,
were discussed under a special
point of the conventi¢n agenda.
Though delegates expressed dif-
ferences of emphasis in their
appraisal of the communes, the
convention was able to adopt a
statement on procedure unani-
mously.

This is to begin treating the
question publicly “with a posi-
tive, unambiguous statement of
the progressive character of the
communes as a néw stage and
a step ahead in the economic
and social development of China
to-which we, as partisans of the
Chinese revolution, give our
support.”

“To preserve needed balance
in the presentation of this
policy of support it is necessary
to relate the communes to the
entire complex of social rela-
tions in China and to our con-
cept of the character of the Mao

regime -as set forth in the
[SWP’s] 1955 resolution® on
China.”

The statement also provides
that the discussion of differences
on the commune question be

the TUnited States. THe rem-
nants of the die-hard Stalinists
have been reorganized on a con-
siderably reduced basis. Tha
great bulk of functionaries and:

party in the past three years

for the ultra-Stalinist Vanguard
group. They have either retired
from active radical politics al-
together or are playing Demo-

the Stalinist school.”

Although a large number in
pro- -Soviet circles are “no long-
er under direct dominationmr of
the CPUSA, some of them are
displaying a more and more un-
critical attitude toward the bur-
eaucratic regimes in the Soviet
bloc. Moreover, many of them,
in the absence of any extensive
mass pressure for independent
political action, exhibit a strong-
er disposition to support ‘pro-
gressive’ candidates on capital-
ist party tickets in order to beat
some ‘reactionary’ at all costs.”

What do these inescapable
facts indicate, in relation to
prospects for fusion of revolu-
tionary forces into a new Lenin-
/ist-type party in the U.S.? The|t
resolution sums these up as fol-
lows:

“The regroupment policy will
probably retain its validity as a
method of approach to new
break-away currents reacting to
another big shake-up in the So-
viet orbit-or, more importantly,
as an approach to new transi-
tional formations which may
arise out of the mass movement
in the early stages of coming
disturbances within U.S. cap-
italism. Meanwhile, all the fra-

Balance Slreet Drawn Up on Regrou ment”

| SwWp Gre-ets

members who have left the]

have fajled to set up any sem- |
blance of organization, except ||

cratic Party politics learned in|

Trotskyist Party
In Ceylon

\  Delegates to the SWP con-
vention were inspired by ac-
wunis of working-class strug-
gles led by the Ceylonese
kTmtskyxsts, organized as the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party.
the! largest working class
pargy in Ceylon. They voted
to send the following message
to thie LSSP:

“The Eighteenth National
SWP' Convention sends fra-
ternal: greetings to your party
whichis so valiantly organ-
izing and leading the socialist
vanguard under the banner of’
Trotskytsm in preparation for
the establishment of a Sama--
samaja government in Cey-
lon.” ! .

The cablegram was address-
ed to S.: M. Perera, LSSP.
chairman, and signed = by
James P. Cannon and Farrell
Dobbs.

ternal relations and common en-

terprises which have .been es-
tablished with so many people '
of different ‘tendencies in the
past three years should be main-
tained, wherewer possible. But
it would be unrealistic to per-
sist in our campaign for organ-
izational regroupment along pre-
vious lines. The significant
changes in external circumstarn-
ces noted above curtail the pros-
pects for organizational fusion
with fbrces now vmble on the
scene.’ .

Advertisernent , Advertisement

| book on social relations in America today. 423 pp. 85 cents.

For Summer Reading

Take part of your vacation to catch up on those
books and pamphlets you've meant to read. Here is our
recommended list, including several new publications

that deserve consideration for your permanent library.

Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, by Karl }
Marx. You may have heard of these rare productions by the
26-year-old .genius and wished you could read them. Now they
have finally been translated into English. 209 pp. $1.

Principles of Communism, by Frederick Engels. One of the
best introductions to the Marxist outlook. 18 pp. 15 cents.

" The Irregular Movement of History, by William F. Warde.
A highly readable explanation of the laws of uneven and com-
bined development, with, strlkmg examples of how they work
out. 51 pp. 25 cents. .

Introduction fo the Loglc of Marxxsm. by William F. Warde.
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