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As Lancashire dispute enters second week—

EYLAND STRIKE CALL
AGAINST UNION LAWS

Ray Challinor
SHOP STEWARDS AND CONVENORS representing
200,000 workers in the giant British Leyland car
plants have called for a sirike throughout the

combine on the day the
legislation becomes law.

government’s anti-union

The unanimous strike decision was taken at a
meeting of the Leyland combine committee. Present
were stewards and convenors from the mid-Lancashire
plants which are now in the second week of their strike
for equal pay with the rest of the group.

All five factories, with
8500 workers, are at a
total standstill.

The strike is so solid that
there is no need for pickets
after nine o’'clock in the
moming. The workers are
determined to stay out until
their demand for £24 a week
for skilled men is met.

The dispute — the first at
the mid-Lancs plants for
more than 40 years — is likely
to affect other sections of the
motor industry this week.
Leyland supply  cylinder
blocks to Jaguar, Rolls-
Royce, Albion and AEC.

Stokes stunned

Jaguar will be the first to
be hit and may start laying
off workers at the end ofthe
week. i

Lord Stokes, £45,000 a
year chairman of the Leyland
group, has been stunned by
the strike and the militant
determination of the workers:
to stick out for victory.

He wandered forlornly
through the empty works last
week before leaving for a
holiday in Spain — where
Franco has heen recently
rounding up and jailing trade
unionists. Perhaps Stokes is
on a fact-finding mission for
Barbara Castle.

The management has also
been staggered by the support
of women workers for the
strike.They are demanding
the same increases as the
men to bring them up to the
rate for the rest of the group.

Forty per cent of the work-
ers stand to gain nothing from
the strike. They are not piece
workers, but they are detem-
ined to stick by their mates.

Bad conditions

Convenor of shop stewards
Len Brindle said this week:
‘If the White Paper In Place
of Strife is correct then these
works, which have been
trouble free for so long,should
have the highest pay and best
conditions.’

But the opposite is the
case, The management have
abused good labour relations
and the workers have bad pay
and conditions.

Even if they win their
demand for £24 a week they
will still be as much as £10 a
week behind Midlands car
workers.

Stewards say the manage-
ment has pursued a tough
policy towards piece workers.
National agreements have
been broken and the normal
channels of management-union
procedure ignored.

1¥ the strike continues
ez~ wa=k_ the stewards plan
smg= & mass rally, with
TR . _4 o il

LEYLAND
LAUGHTER

LEYLAND strikers say the
reason why their skilled workers
are £5 a week below the rates
for lavatory attendantsat Pressed
Steel is because the latter are
on ‘time and a turd’.

IT IS CLAIMED that when Lord
Stokes received his knighthood
the Queen said ‘Arise, S8ir
Donald', to which he replied,
‘Nevert”’

THE BISHOP of Blackburn said
this week he is praying about
the strike. He claimed authority
to speak on the strike as a
*fully blown up member of the
gas workers division® of the
QGeneral and Municipal Workers’
Union,

Students
occupy

art school
SW Reporter

STUDENTS at Guildiord Art
School voted overwhelmingly
last week to occupy the
college for seven days in
support of their demand for.a
full ministerial public enquiry
and re-instatement of the 40
sackegc séa.tff whg la.sf;t surglmgr
u e entg’
o%qgcuss t%%ilg éﬁducaﬁgion.g ;
The sit-in culminates with
the May 28 day of action for

Leyland convenor Len Brindle speaking at a mass meeting of strikers last week

BERKELEY, Califorpia:- The
university has been in a state
of siege since a police riot
on May 15 in which 112
people were shof, one fatally,
by Alameda County Sherriff’s
deputies.

By May 20 there were af
least 3000 National Guards-
men stationed in the city,plus
large numbers of outside
police.

For rour successive days,
mass student demonstrations
from 2000 to 10,000 in number
have violated Governor Ron-
ald Reagan’s ban on public
assemblies.

The crisis stems from two
sources: a particularly int-
ense local outbreak of the
increasing conflict over
allocation of public resources
and the growing national
pressure for repression of the
Left.

As the growing crisis of

— M

Guildford and Homsey ari
colleges.
On the move

SOCIALIST WORKER’S print-
shop is in the process of
moving to the new head-
quarters of the Intemational
Socialists. Until the move is
completed and the editorial
staff also move,both business
and editorial matters should
be referred to 657a High Road,
Lnnt{;:: Nl'!l (01-8[1;831879).
Printing enquiries on ould
be madge to the new number,
01-739 1878.

capitalism severely limits
thé funds available for any
‘public’ use, the axe has
fallen heavily on ‘useless’
amenities like public parks.

In South Berkeley, the
University acquired a block
of land, evicted tenants and
tore down the houses, leaving
the land vacant as a mudhole
and breeding ground for
mosquitoes.

The University announced
that it planned to build
dormitories on the plotin the
undetermined future when it

Troops and police
hesiege Berkeley students

l Tom Condit

raised funds. Most students
would prefer to sleep in
tenements than in the Univ-
ersity domitories, which ware
part of the drive to regiment
and discipline them.

About a month ago, a
number of students and
‘street- people’ seized the
vacant lot, drained it by
hand, bought earth, and began
planting flowers with the
announced intention of con-
verting it into a park.

Launch assault

Alameda County sSheriff
Frank Madigan and his boss,
Governor Reagan, used the
issue of the park as a pretext
to launch an assault on the
radical movement in Berkeley.
On May 15 construction work-
ers threw up a fence around
the park, catching the park
builders completely by surp-
rise.

At noon, 2000 students
marched to the park to dem-
and the removal of the fence.
They were assaulted with
tear gas, pepper bags and
batons by 400 police and a
special ‘riot control’ detach-
ment of the National Guard
who had been moved in during
the night.

Madigan’s deputies began
to fire repeatedly and indis-

Krivine speaksin London

ALAIN KRIVINE, revolution-
ary socialist candidate in the
French presidential election,
will speak in London this
Saturday, May 31.

Krivine, a member of the
Trotskyist Communist League,
is standing on a militant prog-
ramme of workers’ control of
mfusizy. He has denounced

I oI ES & Sasguerade

Latest opinion polls indic-
ate that he may score as high
as two per cent of the voles
in Sunday’s first round ballot.
Support of that proportion for
an anti-parliamentary candid-
ate could mark a major break-
through for the revolutionary
movement.

Rouge editor

Speaking with Krivine will
Sex Seid  editor of the

ML L. sy’ ¥

paper, Rouge.

ing at 2,00pm,
*Page two: France today,
by Ian Birchall.

THE BATTLE FOR SHOP
FLOOR CONTROL: Next
week we start a special
series on productivity deals
and how to fight them by AEF
shop steward Tom Hillier.
Ocder extra copies now.

: The meeting
will be at the Conway Hall,
Red lLion Square, WC1, start-

criminately at both demon-
strators and spectators. At
least 112 people were shot.
A spectator on a roof was
kiled and his workmate
permanently blinded. Doctors
attempﬁn% to aid the injured
were clubbed to the ground.
Reagan immediately moved
in additional National Guards-
men, proclaimed a curfew and
banned all public meetings.
From Friday, May 23, there
have been daily mass meet-
ings in defiance of the ban,
although m of U8 "are
frankly temrified both of
further shootings and of the
naked bayonets with which
the troops have confronted us.
On Sunday, May 25, 2000
demonstrators broke out
around a cordon of troops and
marched through the upper
class neighbourhood of
Berkeley Hills, confident that
the police would not use gas
where it could get into the
living rooms of ‘respectable

people’.
The following Tuesday, by
constantly breaking into

groups of two and three, then
reassembling after dispersal,
we forced the troops to cordon
off and close down thecentral
business district in order to
prevent us from demonstrating
there.

Reagan is under pressure
to either crush the movement

to back page

What
we
think...

WITH THE RECALL TUC
conference only a few days
away it is necessary to
stress the two-fold nature
of the present attack on
the working class.

Firstly, there is the
proposed government legis-
lation of legal restraints
with penalty clauses. The
TUC have counterposed
their own proposals for
control. What they mean to
militants is analysed on
page 2 of this week's paper.
Secondly there is the
ideological attack. Workers
are blamed for the problems
of British capitalism,
Every effort is made to
undermine workers' confid-
ence in themselves and
their own organisations. In
particular, it is the milit-
ants who are most attacked,
it is the shop stewards’
organisations which are
most bitterly condemned, it
is the ‘unconstitutional’
action which is greeted
with horror by every hoss
or Labour minister.

In accepting respons-
ibility, even to a limited
extent, for the probléms of
British capitalism. and
coming up with their own
plans for policing their
own members, trade union
leaders, particularly the
‘left’ ones like Hugh Scan-
lon and Jack Jones, are
sapping the will to resist.,

FIDDLE

Had these ‘lefts' been
serious in their opposition,
they could have worked for
strike action to defeat
anti-trade unionlegislation.
Instead, they fiddle around
with ‘alternative’ proposals.
Legislation against the
right to strike wili be a
huge blow against the
working class. But events
in Australia in the last
week show clearly that the
law is not independgnt of
society, impartially meting
out justice.
Its use depends on the
balance of class forces at
the time. The moment it
was challenged by massive
protest strikes, union
leader O’Shea was quietly
released from jail.
The TUC proposals are
in some ways a greater
threat to the labour move-
ment. They confuse the
issues while the bosses
(and the Labour govern-
ment) are at least open in

their anti-working-class
bias.
EXPENSE

The 1TUC leaders seek
to compromise, as if capit-
al and labour were equal
bargaining powers with
common interests.

In practice they are try-
ing to preserve their indep-
endence at the expense of
their rank and file members.
Shop floor power is under
attack, shop floor democ-
racy will be sacrificed.The
bureaucratic power of the
officials will be increased
instead,

Lobby TUC
June b

IS members
assemble
Fairfields Hall
Croydon 9am sharp
next Thursday

The TUC conference
should tell the government
Hands off the unions and

the executive coungil
Hands off the rank and
file.

To those delegates

going to Croydon on Ji
5 who are not alread

ines we
attempts to limit the pov
and organisation of

workers, support all st
es, official and unofficial,




ITH ITS REPORT to the
pecial conference of the
UC at Croydon on June
, the General Council will
eek to exchange the
traitjacket of government
egislation over trade
nions for the harness
nd tight rein grasped by
he General Council itself,
In their document Prog-
me for action,they seek
extended powers to deal
ith unofficial strikes and
ter-union disputes.

They propose that there be
odel rules for all unions
vedng membership, discip-
ne and expulsion and sugg-
st the need to alter rules
calling of

their
put
to

the basis of
roposals, they will
recommendations
e conference:

Accept demands
for discipline

opposition to the proposed
legislation giving the
overnment powers to impose
es on workers or unions;
support for those propos-
als made by the- govern-
ent which the General
ncil considers could help
dustrial relations and
motetrade union objectives;
seeking powers for the
General Council to take
rher action, on the lines
f the report, and to submit
e necessary changes in the
es to the 1969 Congress
Lthere is no quesuoning
the document of the hasic

aper In Place of Strife that
dustrial relations ought to
e reorganised to impose a
entralised system of control
discinline on workers.

it accepts the argument
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STY MEDICIN

The TUC council’s proposals for the
June 5 conference accept that it is

the workers who must make all the sacrifices in
‘the national interest’. The TUC's only problem is:
who should spoon out the medicine, the
government or themselves?

by
PETER
0SBORNE

Association of Scientific,
Technical and Managerial
Staffs

that workers must make the
sacrifices, accept the restr-
ictions and work all the
harder, so as to solve econ-
omic problems in the ‘Nation-
al TInterest’, like so much
nasty medicine which must
be taken to make us all better,

The only guestion is: who
should spoon out the medic-
ine, the government or the
TUC leadership?

Tt is a Bafttle of the Bur
eaucracies. It has little to
do with the workers’ fight
against the attacks being
launched and everything to
do with soring out the
details of how the control
of workers and their organis-
ations is to be institutional-
ised.

The government, says the
General Council’s report,
appears to have ignored the
damaging effect of an attempt
to enforce the payment of
fines. The use of punitive
measures, such as putting in
the bailiffs, would embitter
rather than alleviate industrial
difficulties.

Given its position, the
General Council has cause to
be concemed. Certainly the
heightened awareness and
militancy engendered among
workers by law enforcement
6f this sort would make the
TUC leadership’'s attempts to
direct and control industrial
relations on behalf of the
state even more difficult.

Their own proposals, they
say, come from the realities
of the industrial situation in

the light of the Donovan Rep-
ort. The Donovan Report, of
course, is based on a belief
and trust in the consensus
and the need for workers to
subordinate their interests to
the demands of business and
and industry.

On ‘unconstitutional’ strik-
es: they argue that these
are bound up with inadequate
procedures. The report seeks
reform of the procedure and
suggests co-operation with the
Confederation of British Tnd-
ustry to solve the difficulties.

Unions would be required
to notify the TUC of stopp-
ages and to do all in their

power to get men back to
work. The General Council
or its appointed committee
would investigate and make
an award or recommendation,
Threats of
expulsion

A union not accepting the
findings of the committee, or
not enforcing its own rules
(see below on ‘mode. rules’)
against the workers involved
could be suspended or ex-
pelled,under an amended Rule
13 of the TUC.
~ Such union leaders as Jack
Jones of the TGWU have
already spoken in favour of
the TUC having power to int-
ervene and arbitrate, though
Jones himself favours such
work being in the hands of
the full-time officials of the
TUC. ‘They are not the move-
ment's back-room boys’, he
says.

This section of the report
has already been welcomed
by the government, who have
made it clear that the propos-
als must be made to work if
they are’to take the place of
direct legislation.

To get some idea of what
such enforcement might
mean on.a big scale, consider
the three unions that are the
only ones to consistently

IALIST WORKER is the paper
international Socialism, a move-
nt of revolutionary socialists
0 believe that the present form
society, with its blatant in-
palities, its periodic crises,
rs and racialist hysteria must
replaced by one based on a
nned economy under full
rkers' control; those who pro-
ce the wealth should own and
trol the means of production.

ernational Socialism is opposed
any incomes policy that seeks
ict the wages of the workers
order to boost the profits of the

mployers. We unconditionally
Bpport all shop stewards and
ok and file trade union members
piheir struggles for better wages
F: nd oppose all re-
Etc that threaten the
b bour movement,
e s n detence
e vith the de

aocialist Worker
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opposed with the demand:
work or five days pay. S

fluence by linking up en an in-
dustrial and ultimately a national
basis.

We are opposed to racial discrimi-
nation, a weapon used by the
ruling class to divide the labour
movement. Immigration control
must be ended, ensuring the free
movement of peoples regardless
of race and colour. Black and
white workers must unite and form
their own defence organisations
to fight fascism and racialism.
The labour movement must de-
mand the immediate recall of
British troops from abroad as the
f towards ending colonial

The
General
Council’s
plan s
are
part

of the
Battle
of the
Bureau-
cracies
that
has
little

to do
with

enforce their rules against
unofficial stoppages at the
present time.

These are the Electrical
Trades Union (President
Les Cannon, General Secret-
ary Frank Chapple), the
General and Municipal Work-
ers (General Secretary
Lord Cooper) and the Iron and
Steel Trades Confederation

(General Secretary — Dai
Davies).
Call in the
bureaucrats
On inter-union disputes:

unions would be required to
notify the TUC before the
dispute reached the stage of
an official strike.

The decision of the Gen-
eral Council or its appointed
committee would be binding.
Rule 12 of the TUC would be
extended to allow the TUC
to be called in by any union
affected by an unofficial
dispute through its workers
being laid off, for example,
even though not otherwise
involved.

On rules for calling official
strikes: the report is not sure
that the ballots of the mem-
bership are a good idea, but
the General Council wants to
consider recommending new
criteria to be included in
union rules for callingstrikes.

On model rules: there
would be new model rules
covering the admission of
new members, discipline,
expulsion and the procedure
for elections. Unions would
have to include them if they
were not already there,

Put squeeze
on stewards

On the status of shop
stewards: the report emphas-
ises the wunion's overall
strategy, but with attention
to the role of the shop stew-
ard. It recognises that shop
stewards’ committees have
authority and responsibility
and cannot be excluded from
the bargaining process.

It suggests that there
should be some machinery for
putting the details of joint
negotiations to shop stewards’
committees before they are
signed.

This has been hailed as a
gesture of recognition and the
handing of power to shop
stewards! It is nothing of the
sort.

Rather, it is a belated
attempt to do away with the
present ambiguous situation,
where stewards are often able
to use their status in the

e

employer, while acting indep-
endently of full-time officials
and as the direct repre sentat-
ives of the rank and file

members,

The closer contact be-
tween the hierarc and the
shop stewards, with a more

closely defined position in
the union, would be intended
to extend more detailed
control from above to the shop
floor.

Faced with the report and
its proposals, many union
delegates at Croydon on June
5 are going to be stampeded
into accepting them in order
to avoid the government's
legislation at any price. The

leadership, both ‘left’ and
‘right', will present - the
report as the lesser evil.

The executive of the
second-biggest union, the

AEF, has confused things
for the Genem! Council by
coming out against-the report.
This is made all the more
interesting because two of
the four executive members
who voted for the rejection
of the TUC document were
John Boyd and Bill John.

Both are right-wingers
and are unlikely to be very

upset if AEF opposition
causes the govermnment .to
throw away the TUC’s home-
made shackles in favour of
its own.

Let the delegates at
Croydon know that such
trimming and bartering has

nothing to do with the fight
we now face.

Tight control
on our lives

Let them lknowthat we
cannot challenge the demands
of the financiers and indus-
trialists to have an ever
tighter control over our lives
if we allow ourselves to he
stitched up tight in procedure
agreed with the CBI. -

If the TUC is to be suce-
essful in the General Coun-
cil's declared aim of avoiding
government legislation, then
its own scheme has to be, in
Wilson and Castle’s own
words, ‘copper-bottomed’.
Copper-bottomed, that is, for

E

the International Monetary
Fund, our other overseas
creditors, the CRI, and the

City of London.
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THE THREATENED clos-
ure of Upper Clyde Ship-
builders has ripped away
the superficial appearance
of boom conditions for
British shipbuilding,

The roots of the crisis
are in the serious situation
confronting shipbuilding on
a world-wide scale.

Since UCS was formed in
February 1968, Socialist
Worker has constantly stress-
ed the essentially short-term
nature of the shipbuilding
boom. We have warned work-
ers against the bosses' plans
to eventually achieve large-
scale cuts in the workforce
by flexibility, interchange-
ability, work-study and job
evaluation.

The five companies who
amalgamated to form UCS
agreed to the merger because
they recoenised the intensity
of what Fairfield’s former
productivity director called
the ‘terrifying competition
ahead’ for British ship-
building.

With the promise of govern-
ment financial aid, with the
possibility of closing the
least profitable sections of

union machine against the

the new group made possible

On the Clyde: hug
bosses, threat of

by the merger and with the
co-operation of the unions,
UCS moved in accordance
with the Geddes Report prop-
osals for one group on the
Clyde.

Alexander Stephen's was
the first yard to be closed
and a consultant’'s report
earmarked Connell’s as the
next to go, John Brown's, the
largest yard in the group, is
in greatest need of capital
investment and is the great-
est financial loss to UCS.

DRASTIC

The govemment’s response
to UCS’s request for another
£12m has been to demand
further rationalisation to cut

costs, It knows the world
situation and prefers to
support other yards with

better prospects. The guvern-
ment wants drastic reductions
in the workforce — either by
closing another yard complet-
ely, or reducing the number of
building berths in use.

The intention is to sack
3000-4000 workers and to
squeeze further concessions
from those who remain.

Since the employers and
government successfully used
the ‘accept these conditions
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But a united revolutionary movement
could issue a fresh challenge

The most obvious example
is the theory of the role of
students as a ‘detonator for
a revolutionary situation.
Students did play a vital part
in the May events, but not a
part that can be translated
into other situations.

French higher education
is, purely and simply, worse
organised, worse provided for
and more irrelevant than in
most countries. Hence the
particular sharpness of the
student struggle.

To imagine that similar
crises could be provoked at
will is worse than an illusion.
There are no short cuts to
revolution,

France since the Second
World War has provided an
example of the trends of
modem capitalism in their
most developed fomn. Five-
year economic plans (after
the style of Wilson'’s ill-fated
National Plan) have existed
ever since 1945.

The planning commissions
(whose power is greater than
that of parliament, even more
a charade than in Britain)
include representatives of
all trade unions, including
the Communists, In many
factories the trade unions
control the canteens — though
not the production line.

It is this type of modern
capitalism that all the ortho-
dox political tendencies in
France defend. As the polit-
ical climate varies, the
emphasis may change — some-
times the ruling class needs
a right face to reassure its
supporters, sometimes a left
to delude its opponents.

With de Gaulle, a flood of
rhetoric about the national
tradition combined with a firm
appeal to order. With Mendes-
France, the trappings of a
watered-down,modernised soc-
ialism. For Rocard of the
United Socialist Party (PSU)
even a hit of marxist jargon—
bat he is. not a seriots
competitor.

Tn this kind of capitalism,
the working class develops in
two contradictory ways.

by
IAN
BIRCHALL

1t  becomes increasingly
divorced from politics. Its
support for political parties
and trade unions has shown a
long-term decline since the
Second World War, despite
some increases lately.

But at the same time the
nature of modern society is
such that workersincreasingly
come up against ‘political’
gquestions — that is, quest-
ions affecting control and
decision-making.

Hence the paradoxes of
the movement in May — on
the one hand its refreshing
spontaneity, its direct con-
cermn with workers' control,
its elaboration of direct
democracy on the shop floor
and in the locality.

Capture leadership

On the other hand, the
absence of political direction
in the strike, the divorce
between students and workers,
the possibility for the comm-
unist Party to capture the
leadership of the movement.

It is important to recog-
nise that June was neither
victory nor defeat. There
was no question of another
all-out general strike. In May
a whole generation of workers
lost their political virginity—
something that no one does
twice,

The fears of fascism
raised by the release of
Salan and the refurn of

Bidault have proved ground-
less. In the present elections,
for the first time in many
years, there is no candidate
to the right of the Gaullists.

The events of the last
year, from the devaluation
crisis to the elections, show
two important processes.

Firstly, the strike serious-
ly affected France’s internat-
ional economic situation. The
Juxuries of Gaullist foreign
policy are no longer avail-
able. France will have to be
a bit more orthodox — back up
American imperialism in Viet-
nam and elsewhere, be nice
to Tsmel and, probably, let
Britain into the Common
Market.

At the same time, there is
a complete regroupment of
political forces in France.
The probable victory of
Paher will lead to the emerg-
ence of a broad, adulterous
union in the centre,

Many social democrats are
already supporting Poher,
the Defferre-Mendes-France
team will doubtless join in
on the second ballot /perhaps
after a bit of haggling over
government jobs).

At the other end of the
spectrum, Poher may get
support from the left Gaull-
ists, at the moment reluct-
antly backing Pompidou, and
he should have no difficulty
in coming to terms with most
of the Gaullist Party. He will
probably not need to dissolve
the National Assembly.

A whole swarm of grey-
headed career politicians
from the Fourth Republic,
like Radical Felix Gaillard,
are crawling out of the wood-
work on the look-out for
olfice

Of course a Poher govern-
ment will make no difference
to anyone (except those who
have well-paid jobs in it).
The argument of a return to
a more ‘liberal’ regime is
laughable. Press censorship,
for example, has been lighter
under de Gaulle than it was
under socialist Guy Mollet, a
Poher supporter.

All this leaves the Comm-
unist Party out in the cold.
In private, the must be
regretting de Gaulle's depart-
ure and hoping for a Pompidou
victory.
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Fairfield's
time, has
e had the
arrel’. The
may have
r the lead-
time uanior
ers’ relat-
er, UCS's
has stated
are commit-
action’ and

e verbally
and redun-

dancies,
and fewer

ion and a worla-wide surplus
of building capacity.

The employers have been
getting their way all along
the line. Irrespective of what
happens now, it has always
been their intention to run
down the workforce to 7000
in the next couple of years.

By then, they hope, cond-
itions will be ripe for a
merger with Scott-Lithgow
(the lower Clyde group).
Further closures will then
tfake place in UCS as ship-
building is concentrated in
the lower reaches of the
river, leaving Yarrow's as
the only other yard still in
business.

The UCS workers will
either accept the bosses’
blackmail or start to fight
back. The recent decision by
4000 workers to fight redun

dancies and closures with all 9

the means at their disposal is
a start and the pressure must
he kept up.

It's time that Danny
McGarvey, the Boilermakers'
leader, and other union spok-

esmen were told not to con-
serve all their militancy for
conference speeches. If they
are serious about fighting for
a socialist society they should
stop attacking workers for
absenteeism and pledging
their co-operation with the
employers and campaign now
for socialist demands.

The shipbuilding bosses
made huge profits in the war
and post-war period and chose
not to modernise their-yards.
Now .they demand further
concessions from the wotkers.

RESPONSIBLE

The government made avail-
able £400m in cheap loans
and grants to the shipowners
and £37%m to the shipyards
in the interests of rationalis-
ation. The employers and
government are responsible
for the present situation.

Workers should demand:

, that the government
provide work or full
maintenance

3 the unions should have
_access to the Clydeside
shipbuilders’ accounts over
the last.30 years
3. no secret
4_UCS'_S new
* submitted to

negotiations

t%ulian being
e govern-

handouts for shipping

ack for 4000 workers
PETER BAIN

’s and Allied Technicians’ Association

ment and the consultants’
report of January 1968 should
both” be published, Workers
have a right to know what has
been planned for them.

Militant action is necess-
ary. The call made at the
AEF Glasgow district comm-
ittee for occupation and sit-
ins at the yards until the
workers’ future employment
is guaranteed should be
taken up.

The employers and the
government must be defeated
on this issue. Success for
them now would encowmage
them to make further attacks.

The government's role
must be clearly understood.
Whether it is demanding
sackings at UCS, encouraging
and helping the GEC-AEI
merger leading to 10,000
redundancies, freezing wages,
or insisting on productivity
deals, it clearly lines up
with the bosses,

Socialists in industry must
answer the government-empl-
oyer offensive by starting to
campaign now for the dem-
ands made above and linking
them to the call for national-

isation under workers’
control — the only ultimate
solution to the problems
confronting the working class.

Not just because Moscow

prefers Gaullist  foreign
policy, but because a
clearly right-wing figure

allows them to campaign for
the ‘unity of the left'. Without
an electoral alliance with the
socialists, the CP have no
hope of becoming a serious
force in parliament,

Damping down

While they are still very
strong in industry (they have
actually increased the num-
ber of factory cells during the
60s) they have no industrial
strategy, but only a parliam-
entary one; thus they are
damping down strikes during
the election period.

Tn the long tem, the CP
are in a dead end. Hence the
revolutionary left can grow, if
it develops constructively
beyond the positions of May.

Unfortunately, it is still
hopelessly divided. The call
made by the comrades of
Lutte Ouvriere for a united
revolutionary organisationhas,
as yet,met with little success.

Maoism, which played a
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to be on the decline,natural
enough, since it is essential-
ly religious and not political.
To know that the Great Helm-
sman loves you may be agreat
consolation in the face of
tear-gas grenades but the
Little Red Book offers no
answer to basic historical
questions such as why the
present strategy of the CP
was elaborated back in the
thirties when the immortal
J.V.stalin was alive and
well.

The PSU contains many
good revolutionaries, but
its politics are still fechno-
cratic and it talksin terms
of alliance with the CP and
Socialists. A thorough-going
faction fight is necessary to
clarify the issues.

The presidential candidat-
ure of Alain Krivine offers a
chance for the revolutionary
Left to establish itself.
There may be reservations
about the line of Krivine’'s
organisation, the Communist
League (affiliation to the
moribund Fourth International
and constant invocation of
Che Guevara do not indicate

A

May 68: Danny Cohn-Bendit speaks to mass meeting

leading role in May, seems a concern for roots in the

French workers.)

But if the campaign is

camied on in parallel with
steady work in the factories
and with serious unity in
practice between the Comm-
unist T.eague, Lutte Ouvriere
and other groups, a small but
substantial advance may be
made.
weeks
hopeful period since May last
year.

the next few
the most

If so,
may be
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Jim Lamborn

UNION OFFICIALS on the
Ford national negotiating
commitiee backed down last
week and agreed to recomm-
end to their executives that
the present pay agteement
should be terminated from
May 18.

If this recommendation is
ed, as shop stewards
cynical by a long hist-
betrayal expect, there
ill be no pay rise for Ford

At the last mass meeting
before the end of the Fond
strike, union officials accep-
ted the workers’ demands for
an open-ended wage agree-
ment. The company &2lso
accepted this demand and the
men returned to work.

SWALLOWED

But once the lines were
working again the company
inserted a clause in the new
agreement that there should
be no more pay demands until
July 1970. The union side of
the NJNC have now swallow-
ed this.

Another demand raised by
the strikers was for parity
with Midlands car rates. This
was Dbandied about with
fervour by the officials on
the platform at the final mass
meeting but following last
week's retreat the parity
demand is just a sick joke
as far as the rank and file
are concerned,

Some of the national offic-
ials who kidded the men back
to work on a promise of an
open-ended agreement were
parties to the May 18 recom-
mendation.

CONTROVERSY

At a meeting of the trade
unjion side of the NJINC
proposals were put forward
by one of the bigger unions
for the reconstitution of the
committee. One delegate for
every 4000 members was
suggested.

Ancther big union propos-
ed to have two full-time
officials and two convenors.
The proposals will be discus-

sed at a meeting on July 24.
where there is bound to be,

considerahle controversy.

Reform of the NJNC is
badly needed but it will be
no remedy to have two rubber-
stamp convenors to share the
resTonsihility for the next
sell-out.

The only real remedy is
for decisions to be taken by
mass meetings of workers and
for rank and file control of
the unions.

Clyde bosses’
sackings plan

GLASGOW:- Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders’ plans for the
future of the group were

announced on Tuesday and
amount to massive redundan-
cies and a total wage freeze
in a bid to save the bosses’
profits. The proposals, to be
put to the Shipbuilding Indus-
try’ today, include provision
for a drop in the workforce
from 10,500 to 7200 by 1970
and as low as 5700 by 1971.
The plan clearly envisages
the closure of one yard, John
Brown’s. For the background
see Peter Bain’s report on
page 2.

PAY FREEZE THRE
FORD AS UNIONS

|
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TORTURED BY THE GREEK GVERNMENT,
AND | FREELY cONFESS 0 ALL THE

CHARLES AGAINST ME INCLUDING THE

fl LIAR ...

LLAST WEEK's conference of
the recently merged electric-
ians' and plumbers’ unions
saw the resurgence of the
Left for the first time since
the ETU ballot-rigging scan-
dal of 1961 enabled the right-
wing leadership of Les
Cannon to be installed bythe
High Court. -

The tight control of the
Cannon execulive was so
shaken at Douglas last week
that the rules revision section
of the EETU/PTU conferen-
ce had to be abandoned.
According fo both President
Cannon and secretary Frank
Chapple ‘a ragbag of comm-
unists and Trotskyists® had
attempted to wreck the con-
ference.

The fight was on from
the start. Biscussion on stan-
ding orders was turned from a
twp-second formality into a
two-hour siege of the execut-
ive.

CHALLENGED

Speaker after speak er
challenged standing orders,
claiming that the last confer-
ence had been forbidden from
changing union rules on the
grounds that a rules revision
conference would be held in
1969, But at the last minute
this had been changed and
rules revision was kicked
into the mists of 1971.

The executive offered
instead the opportunity to
vote only for or against amen-
dments to the rules which it
was putting forward. Deleg-
ates did not have the right to
propose their own amend-

SIEGE OF

from page one

or call off the attempt. The
businessmen are agitated
about the continuing loss of
profits if we keep the central
district closed and the Nat-
ional Guardsmen are extremely
unhappy and want to go home.
The National Guard is a
reserve organisation and is
filled with draft-dodgers and
malcontents, including former
students who were battling
with police at San Francisco
State College last autumn.
Widespread fraternisation be-
tween  troops and students
adds up to an uncomfortable
situation for Reagan.

To make matiers worse for
him, students have occupied
Los Angeles and Santa Crus
campuses of the University
in solidarity and there have
been near-riots in Oakland
secondary schools,

BERKELEY

The authorities have rés-
ponded by cracking down on
the militants with a wave of
several hundred random arm-
ests and hy discovering in
the dusty archives of the
city government & plan tfo
‘someday’ build a park in the
area of the vacant lot. They
hope this two-pronged attack
will force the moderates to
cave in and merely engage in
a little handwringing as the

‘irresponsibles’ are rounded
up wholesale and carted off
to jail.

Teachers and clerical
workers on the campus are
calling for strike action and

several branches outside the

University are supporting us.
At San Jose State College,
the flags of the administrat-
ion building were flown at
half-mast in mourning for
dead student Jim Rector after
students threatened to chop

down any flagpole carrying a | Works,

flag at full mast.

‘Raghag’ sparks
shake Cannon's
hold on ETU

SW Reporter

ments.

Although the initial
challenge on standing orders
was defeated the conference
went on to give the executive
such a hiding on the three
mha.jor proﬁ)osall? for rLges
changes ¢ t exe ve
was forced %cta wit%d:awcglem.

The proposals were:

1. to liquidate the plumbers’
distict committees. This
victory for the Left should
encourage electricians to
fight to get their area comm-
ittees back.

2. to give the executive
power to ballot the member-
ship to change union rules.
guch ballots would take prec-
edence over conference, thus
relegating the power of
collective decision-making.
3. to abandon the appeals
commission and make the
executive the court of appeal
for expulsions. The executive
expels you — then listens to
your case!

Defeated on these moves,
the executive used the
excuse of time and cost to
close the rules section of the
conference.

But the leadership now
plans to ballot the member-
ship to overthrow the confer-
ence decision. Unionmembers
must organise to defeat the
executive on the ballot.

COMMITTEES

Things went Dbetter tor
Cannon and co at policy
conference, which followed.
But when In Place of Strife
was discussed they did not
dare ask conference to accept
penal clausesagainst strikers.

The Left's victories at
Douglas must be carried on
through the formation of
action committees of rank
and file members who should
base themselves on a clear
and principled socialist
programme to defeat the right-
wing.

Already one such comm-
ittee has been formed since
Douglas. After the attacks of
Cannon and Chapple, it is
appropriately called the
‘Ragbag Committee’,

NOTICES

BERNADETTE DEVLIN, MP
speaks tonight (Thursday) at
Leys Hall, Ballards Rd. Dagen-
ham, 7.30pm

1S Housing sub-committee meets
on Monday at Crown and Sugar-
Loaf, Garlick Hill, EC4 at 8pm.
Nrst tube Mansion House. Send
branch delegates.
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Busmen
face new
prod deal

Chris Davison
SHOULD PRODUCTIVITY be
banned as a dangerous drug?
An increasing number of
London's busmen must be
asking this question as they
find their negotiating comm-
ittee locked in talks designed
to add another dose to the
deal that clobbered us last
year.

This time London Trans-
port are offering a miserable
17s, not even enough to pay
for the increased cost of
living. In return they demand
productivity concessions des-
igned to cram even more into
the working day.

With the vast majority of
the Transport Workers’ Tmion
officials committed to selling
more conditions for money,the
pressure to accept this deal
will be powerful. But with
this second visit to the
trough the chaice before bus-
men becomes very clear.

Either we accept produci-
ivity as part of all future
deals as the govemment,
employers and union leaders
want, and see our conditions
sold for pennies year after
year or we stand and fight for
a better basic and for better
conditions.

The employers’ technique
in these negotiations is the
same as the one which fooled
us last time. First they offer
a miserable few shillings
and want a whole list of prod-
uctivity concessions inreturn.

Then in the face of outrage
from the rank and file and
‘hard bargaining’ by the union
leaders the employers ‘reluct-
antly’ agree to pay a few
more shillings and withdraw
some of the productivity.

Will it go that way this
time? Not if the membership
are determined to fight and
instruct their negotiators to
throw out any productivity
and demand a straight rise

Nevertheless,

approving as harsh a law

paper.

at Number Ten.’

Action, not

to the corridors of power.

legs.

periods,’

to budge.

argument seriously.

Terry Pamy, the FBU’s general secretary,
exceptionally talented gentleman. He is the only trade
union leader I know who has a British Empire Medal and
at the same time defends Mao Tse-fung in the columns of
Tribune! So if he can't persuade Callaghan, who can?

The answer is less talk and more action. Only if the
firemen down tools will the Home Office listen to their

to regulate strikes as the one

proposed by Mrs Barbara Castle.’

So here, in a nutshell, we have it: the L,abour govern-
ment is even more conservative than a ‘rabidly right wing’
As one poster on an anti-trade union legislation
demonstration put it: ‘Hitler is alive and well and living

And Eva Braun appears to be round the corner at the
Department of Employment and Productivity.

words

THE MOST EFFECTIVE answer to those who talk about
‘going through the official, constitutional channels’ is
that usually it achieves nothing., It was George Woodcock
who talked at the 1963 TUC congress of moving from
Trafalgar Square into Whitehall, from the demonstrations

But in the same year's General Council report he
showed how powerless the TUC was in influencing
ministries, It mentioned the repeated attempts to get the
government to provide specially adapted motor cars
instead of a motor-tricycle for those who have lost both
‘The TUC has pointed out tricycles are less
reliable than cars,’ the report continued, ‘and in cases
of breakdown disabled men have been stranded for long

But the government remained unmoved, Despite the
injustice and hardship caused
involved, the representations of the TUC have had no
effect.” Nor have the sweet words of the General Council
had any effect on this issue right down to the present day.

A more recent case, illustrating the same principle,
comes from the Fire Service. If any man is killed on a
fire-call, then his wife and dependents receive a pension.
On other emergency calls, however, they are notprotected.
A few months ago, a Bolton fireman was killed while
trying to rescue two children trapped in a disused coal-
mine. So his next-of-kin receive nothing.

The Fire Brigades Union have had repeated talks with
Jim Callaghan, the Home Secretary. They have pointed
out how anomalous the position is, They have shown that
to extend existing protection for those killed in fires fo
other cases would involve the govemment in spending a
trifling sum of money. But Callaghan adamantly refuses

... and the trifling cost

is an

RAY CHALLINOR

THE SOUTHERN PART of
John Bull’s other island will
go to the polls on June 18
to vote in a general election.
The 16th Free State Dail
was dissolved on May 21 and
the new assembly will meet
on July 2.

With nominations due to
close on June 3, the three
main parties finished the
majority of the constituency
conventions last weekend.

Both Tory parties, the rul-
ing Fianna Fail and the Fine
Gael, will each have about
130 candidates while Labdur
will increase its total by
about 50 per cent to field 100

More seats

The election will be
fought under the proportional
representation sy stem. Despite
some minor aftempts at
gerrymandering, alterations to
constituency boundares foll-
owing shifts in population
will mean more seats in
working-class areas., This
time 144 Deputies will be
elected in 42 constituencies
against 38 last time.

In the 1965 elections FF
won 72 seats, FG 47, Labour
22, and there were three
‘independents’. Since then
there has been one defection
from Labour to FF and an
unusually large number of by-
elections, which under prop-
ortional representation tend
to go to the government party.
This, plus the high death rate
in the ranks of Liabour’s vint-
age Deputies has shifted
the balance of parliamentary

power.
~ The strength of the part-
ies at dissolution was: FF

74, FG 46, Labour 18, “indep-
endents' %, with three by-
elections pending.

The increase in the num-
ber of Labour candidates
reflects the swing to the

Sean Reed

left which has markedIreland,
North and South, in thelast
five years.

Irish Labour is way to
the left of what passes for
a Labour Party in Britain but,
despite a vague commitment
to Connolly’s ideal of a
Workers' Republic, the party
remains basically a reformist
organisation. Party leader
Brendan Corish reminds one
of a younger, better looking,
version of pre-64 Harold
Wilson,

Corish’s problem for the
last six months has been to
contain the more militant
socialist elements who nmake
up a large part of the new
influx of members.

The most likely outcome
of the election will be a
statemate, with FF remaining
the major party and Lahour
standing a good chance of
becoming the main opposition
instead of FG.

Despite this, FF has to go
to the country now. The gav-
ernment must get the elect-
ion out of the way to allow
the introduction of its anti-
union laws.

The key to these laws is

the jailing of ‘unofficial
strikers’, Each time this
happened in the past the

state has been forced to back
down.

This time, with the econ-
omy certain to be affected by
the British squeeze this
winter, their field for man-
oeuvre is reduced and the

pressure for a showdown
greater,

1t seems clear that FF, if
returned to power, would

time this showdown for the
summer holiday period when,

they hope, it will be difficult

Irish Tories call election
in bid to attack unions

to organise solidarity actions.
'n the past it was such solid-
arity which forced the govern-
ment to retreat.

The blame for the fact
that FF was able to recover
from a landslide defeat -in
the referendum on PR last
October must be laid on the
leaders of both wings of the
Labour movement. An exftra-
parliamentary campaign then
would have brought down the
government, but, like the old
lady, Irish labour said no,

Back campaign

'THE ANNUAL conference of
the Northern Ireland Labour
Party carried by a over-
whelming majority a resolut-
ion instructing the incoming
executive to support °the
Civil Rights campaign.

Cinema
Action

special
showing

PARIS PULLMAN Sunday
1 June 11 pm

including

Paris - May-June 1968
Not a Penny on the Rent
End of a Tactic
Lincoln Centre
Cine Tracks on the White
Paper

tickets 10s in advance from
Lucia Films, 17 Sheperd St.,

wi. HYD 3341,
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CHALLINOR's
CHOICE

NOBODY COULD DESCRIBE the journal The Economist
as an organ of revolutionary sedition. So when it calls
the Italian paper La Nazione ‘rabidly right wing’, one
must assume that it errs on the side of understatement.
it is interesting to read what Signor
Enrico Mattei, the editor of La Nazione, writes.

In a letter to The Economist (May 10), Signor Mattei
ouflined his papers policy: ‘Even considering the unrest
and disorder which today disturb Italian public life, it
has never thought of advocating as severe a law as the
British one against persons who attack the police; nor of
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