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FOR WORKERS CONTROL AND INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM

What trade unionists should tell Mrs Castle and the bosses —

HANDS OFF!

Socialist Worker Industrial Reporter

THE PROPOSALS IN THE GOVERNMENT White
Paper on industrial reform are a totally unwarran-
ted attack on the trade union movement.Cynically
labelled In Place of Strife, the proposals are
less important than the precedent they will set
_when they become law later this year—the prec-
edent of direct legal interference in the affairs of

the trade union movement.

Three of the proposals are of special interest to
The first is the call for ballots before
national sfrikes in certain situations.

militants.,

This is an attempt to
measure opinions of work-
ers when they are isolated
and separated from one
another, when their pers-
onal considerations may
come to the fore.

It is an attempt to break
them up as a colleciive at
work when they feel strong
and where the Eroblegns likely

es will arise.
The move must be deplored.

‘But its overall effect is likely

to be small; and comdliions
for its use rare.

Enforced

Secondly there is the prop-
osal to set up a Commission
on Industrial Relations (CIR)
which could make recommen-
dations to the Secretary of
State. Some of the recommen-
dations cquld then be enforced

and most threat-
ening, there is the proposal
for a 28-day cooling off per-
iod—or ‘conciliation pause’ as
the White Paper cunningly
calls it.

While the pause is in oper-
ation there wouid ‘normally’
be a return to the situation
which had prevailed before
the dispute broke out.

In this form it is not too
dangerous, but it must be
stressed that capitalism can
often benefit by waiting and
planning before a strike.

But any delay can weaken
the workers' position, espec-
ially in any trades subject to
seasonal fluctuations such
as the building or the exhib-
ition trades.

The motivation for these

proposals springs from a
number of sources.
Serious
The Labour govemment

has to convince the intemat-
ional bankers, who have bail-
ed out the British capitalists
repeatedly since 1964, that
they are serious—and this
means attacking the working
class.

" The government also has
electoral motives in mind. At
every level they are forced to
compete with the Tories.

Tory pressure on immigrat-
ion led to the complete coll-
apse into racialism of the

Labour government. Similarly,
Tory pressure for trade union
‘reform’ is followed by Labour
attacks on the unions.

The particular proposals
are not a massive threat.

But they do not come on
their own.

They must be seen in the
light of a prolonged offensive
by the ruling class to solve
capitalism’s problems by
hammering the woqrkers.

As Andrew Shonfield, one
of the hard-liners on the
original Donovan Commission
has put it, the government has
‘moved sharply in the direct-
ion of legal regulation. That
is the essential point. Future
reformers will be able to
build on the new structure.’

Door opened

for further
attacks

(Observer, January 19).

Next year we could, for
example, have the coolingoff
period without the return to
the previous situation. Then
smplorers Joaid willg io any
work changes they liked and
have 28 days grace before the
workers could fight back.

The law is a facade. How
it is applied depends on the
balance of class forces in any
particular situation,

Part of this balance is
ideological. That is, the
extent to which groups of
workers ‘swallow the Labour
government’s rubbish about
the ‘national interest’ and
*all pulling our weight’, to
that extent they are weakened
in defending their class inter-
ests against the presentq
offensive.

For many years since the
war there have been three
forces in industry—the empl-
oyers, the trade union offic-
ials and the shop stewards.
The last two co-existed with
littht.le interference with each
other.

Undermine

Now the long-term effect
of trade union legislation and
productivity deals is to under-
mine the independent power of
the shop stewards.

One of the fasks of the
CIR will be to seek ways
of bringing shop stewards
‘within a proper frameworkd

In this situation the pres-
ent proposals must be met by
an uncompromising:

Hands off the trade unions!

But the fight is a long one
and the workers must learn
the lessons of the present
situation.

The only effective way of
resisting the transformation
of trade union officials into.
overmnment{ police agents will
e to fight for rank-and-file
control of the trade unions.

To the govemment’s In
Place of Strife there is onl
one answer—Workers' Control.

A MASSIVE NEW WAVE of
protest has spread acrossz
Czechoslovakia this week
following the death of Jan
Palach, the student who set
fire to himself,

The common theme behind
student demonstrations and
resolutions passed at worker:
meetings is opposition to
Lattempts to cut back on the
freedom of discussion and of
the press won at the beginn-
ing of last year.

This is coupled with the
demand for immediate withdr-
awal of Russian troops.
| Throughout last summer,
both before and after the
Russian invasion, the new
controllers of the Czech gov-
ernment, such as Dubcek and
Svoboda, willingly gave.the
impression of being in the
vanguard of the movement for
inc¢reased freedom and of opp-
osition to the Russians.

UPSET

In é€ffect chey told ine
workers and students: ‘Leave
it to us, we know how to deal
with these people. If you do
anything you will just upset
them and achieve nothing.'

The mass of the Czech
people are now beginning fo
see how hollow these preten-
sions were.

Despite the sickly adulat-
ion of Dubcek in the western
press he rose to eminence
during the worst period of
Stalinism and was not really
worried by its methods.

Last year he employed
fine liberal words abouf ‘free-

dom’ and ‘democratic social-

Students marched through Prague on Monday following the death of Jan Palach

Czech youth and workers
step up fight for freedom

By CHRIS HARMAN

ism’ in order to gather supp- |and

ort behind him, to remove the
previous rulers of the party
and to introduce .economic
reforms aimed at improving
the efficiency and profitab-
ility of Czech industry.

. Since the Russian invas-
ion his whole tone has been
changing.

The Czech leaders want
independence for themselves
and for the Czech economy
which they, totall%r control-
ling, regard as their own
property.

At the same time their
concem for increased ‘indust-
rial profitability forces them
toc contain any independent
movement of Czech workers
and to do away with freedom
of speech.

Since August, they have
been using the ferment among
the masses as & weapon
against the Russians and
the threat of direct Russian
intervention as a weapon
against the masses.

Like a man standing on
the backs of two horses, the
Dubcek group has been att-
empfing to follow its own
olicies through a difficult
alancing act.

The trouble is that the two
props it rests on are beginn-
ing to move in opposite direc-
tions, Rather than painfully
submit to doing the splits,
the Dubcek group is going
over to the Russian side.

But the Czech workers
and students are increasingly

acting independently of their
rulers. They are demanding
that they have a say in decis-
ions made, both at the factory
at the national level.

That is why Dubcek prom=
ises ‘resolute measures
against actions and publicat-
ions at variance with the
policy of the party’.

The Czech workers and
students are no longer intim-
idated by such talk. They are
making 1t clear that if their
rulers. will not confront the
occupying army of Stalin’s
Russian successors,they will.

PRESSING

They are pressing for real
workers’ control ef industry
and the state. This cannot be
equated with the demand for a
western-type regime.

Because they reject the
ides of the press being run by
the ‘single controller of the
‘bureaucracy, the Czech work-
ers cannot accept that it
should be run by four or five
millionaires. ;

‘Becauge they reject
elections in which they have
no choice of candidates, they
cannot accept a system in
which they have a choice
between candidates with
identical policies.

In demanding power for
themselves, the ordinary
people of Czechoslovakia are
participating in a develop-
ment that can in the long run
shake the ruling classes on
both sides of the iron curtain.

We on the left must sup-
port them against the glib
condemnations of Dubcek or
any armed repression

Two Polish socialists are jailed

TWO POLISH revolutionar
socialists, who have calle
for the overthrow of the
Gomulka dictatorship and its
replacement by genuine soc-
ialism based on workers’
couhcils, were jailed for 3%
years in Warsaw last week.

The men, university lect-
urers Jacek Kuron and Karol
Modzelewski, have already
served similar jail terms for
writing~their famous critique
of the bureaucratic Polish
regime, An Open Letter to the
Party.

This time they were accus-
ed of activities harmful to the

transition’ and of instigating
last year's student demonsir-
ations.

Charges that Kuronh and
Modzelewski were in touch
with western organisations
were dropped.Even Gomulka's
police agents could not make
such a ludicrous charge stick.

The unflagging courage of
the two men is a source of
inspiration to socialists ever-
ywhere. In spite of the repr-

essive, anfi-working class
nature of the regime, they
continue fo fight for fheir
ideas.

In their writings they have

state .‘during the period of

in no way painted a rosy

picture of western society in
comparison to their own.Their
ideas flow from a sound mar-
xist analysis of capitalism
as an interlocking world
system, which is equally
repressive east and west.

They base their programme
on the need for the working
class in Poland to take con-
irol of the state and industry
and run them in a truly dem-
ocratic way.

Embassy march
LAST SATURDAY, the aud-
ience at a packed meeting in
London called by the Intem-

ational Socialists to commem-
orate the death of Polish-born
revolutionary Rosa Luxemb-
urg, marched to the Polish
embassy to demand the rel-
e:g-;e of Kuron and Modzelew-
ski.

The embassy staff refused
to answer the door, but a
proiest note was pinned to
the building. The marchers
sang the Intemationale before
dispersing.

An Open Letter to the Party is
vailable 4s8d post paid from IS
Fook Service, 80 Mountview Road
ondon N4.

DUBLIN
POLICE
BATTER

MARCHERS

Socialfst Worker Reporter

DUBLIN:- 200 police with
drawn batons brutally attacked
3000 demonstrators on O’Con-
nell Bridge on Saturday,
proving that while Northern
Ireland is a police state, the
south is not a haven of civil
liberties.

The demonstrators, organ-

i{ised by the Dublin Housing

Action Cttee, were sitting
down on the bridge to protest
against the imprisonment of
commiftee member Denis
Dennehy. He was jailed for
disobeying a court order to
quit a tenement room in

4} Mountjoy Square where he

was squatting with his wife
and children.
The Dennehys previously

| lived in a caravan which was
|| destroyed by fire.

CHARGED

The sit~dowh was peaceful
and few cars were held up.

But the police charged
them and a battle raged for
more than an hour. The dem-
onstrators fought back with
bottles and stones. ;

The Housing Action Cttee
led a march on Monday night
to the infamous Mountjoy
Prison, used by British imp-
erialist forces to jail revol-
uticnaries =arlier this cenbtuy —
and now similarly used by
Prime Minister Lynch to held
civil rights fighters such as
Dennehy.

The Dublin Regional
Council of the Irish Labour
Party is to hold an enquiry
into allegations of police
brutality.

NERVY

The Dublin police have
become more and more nervy
on recent demonstrations,
particularly those held during
the successful fight to stop
the Tory government’s attempt
at gerrymandering the elect-
oral system, which would
have resulted in a virtual
one-party dictatorship.

The police violence refl-
ects the instability of the
southern regime.Both regimes,
north and south, face the
prospect of growing conflicts
with the workers.

N.IRELAND:Eamonn McCann
reports on page 3.

Anti-Powell
marchers clash
with police

OXFORD:-On Monday evening
more than 1000 Oxford stud-
ents and workers fried to
prevent Enoch Powell speak-
ing to the University Conser-
vative Association.

The whole Thames valley
constabulary were mobilised
to get Powell through and
succeeded in smuggling him
in and out of the Town Hall
through a back door, despite
repeated attempts by the
demonstrators to break through
the massed mnks of police.

Thirty arrests were made
and meny people injured.

The purpose of the dem-
onstration, clearly stated by
speakers from the Internat-
ional Socialists and in leaf-
lets distributed in the fact-
ories and in the university by
an ad-hoc committee of soc-
ialists was to deny Powell
the right to speak in Oxford.

MARCH AGAINST
N. IRELAND
POLICE STATE
Sunday Feb 2

2.30 Speakers Comer,

Hyde Park to Ulster
Office.
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THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL...

WITH A FANFARE of
publicity,London Transport
has opened the first part
of the new Victoria tube line.

Some Londoners Aare
indeed favoured—not only
can they read about it,they
can, depending on geogr-
aphy, actually use a bit of
it. And dream their dreams
on the way to ... work.

The new line is a great
leap forward, but it is not
designed to meet the social
needs of Londoners, only to
et them to and from their

abour.
The London Transport net-

Why Quintin Hogg supported the Welfare
State: 'It's either reform or revolution’

s
&

work does not enable us to
live our lives as we choose.
Though ‘publicly’ owned, it
isn't a social service.

It gets you to work—a ser-
vice {o the employers, paid
for daily by those who operate
it and those who use it.

SHAMBLES

Yet we can witness in this
newness the possibilities for
abolishing the shambles of
the city. It would cost less
in economic terms to have a
completely free transport
sgstqm than to remain lumber-
ed with the cost of congestion.

But the human savings
would be enormous. No cancer
and TB in the air, an end to

by COLIN FALCONER

THE LONG STRUGGLE of
the working class for a
better life finds its expres-
sion in the *‘Welfare State’.
But current campaigns
for higher family allowan-
ces, pensions and suppl-
ementary benefit have
little support in the labour
movement.
Why is the Welfare State
unpopular with the workers?
One reason is the success
of To:{ fropaga.nda. which
hat the government is

“smothering initiative’, and
encouraging idleness.
But workers only accept

Tory ideology when itappears
to explain their own—justified-
resentment at the way the
Welfare State treats them.

Scared
by militancy

The origin of the Welfare
State goes back to the Liberal
government before World War1

Scared by the growth of
the Labour Party and the
militancy of the workers led
by Ben Tillett, Tom Mann
and Jim Larkin, Lloyd George
tried to buy off the working
class by introducing old age
pensions, unemployment and
sickness insurance, and
other reforms.

But if the workers inspired
the reforms, they did not
control them. Lloyd George
was able to establisq the
*contributory  principle’ in

which the Foor paid for their
own social security through
compulsory deductions from
the wage packet.

The scheme was so full of
lon.pholes that the very idea
of ‘national insurance’ became
unpopular.

In practice—because work-
ers were ‘out of benefit' or
‘not covered’, or could not
live on the benefit provided—
few of the unemployed, old or
sick escaped the Means Test.

This rotten scheme was
supporied by the Labour
Party in parliament. Only
five Left-wingers, including
George Lansbury, saw_through
Llo}{ George'’s swindle.

abour’s Welfare State of
1945-51 was not basicall
different. Once again,the rea
cause of the reforms was fear
of the working class.

After 30 years of war and
unemployment, a section of
the mlmlg class decided that
the people must be appeased.

As Quintin Hogg said in
parliament in 1943: *If you do
not give the people reform,
they are glomg to give you
social revolution.’ .

. The Tories were discred-
ited, and entangled with
vested interests such as the
British Medical Association.
. . Only Labour could do the
job of saving capitalism.
Using troops to break the
dock strike and jailing dock-

ers’ leaders was the other
side of the coin.
Labour’s Welfare State

was nothing but a watered-
down version of the wartime
plan produced by the Liberal
academic Sir William Bever-

L

Victoria

death on the roads. You
could even drive a car for
pleasure.

The mole of change tunnels
deep, and you can see and
use this underground, the
creation of thousands of lab-
ourers, engineers, electric-
ians, assisted by draughts-

‘men and SUrveyors.

Attlee

You won't remember the
two men killed at Tottenham
Hale in the making of the
Victoria Line. You’ll have
heard of the high wages, but
not the foul conditions of
sweated labour, 1069 variety.

PROFITS

You'll not know that it
was all a non-union fob, and
now that you do you'll maybe
not realise that this meant
that while digging the bends
the workers got them.

But you will guess that
vast grohts will have been
made those who do nothing
other than lend their names
to the hoardings outside the

various site entrances.

Lloyd George

Their welfare plans were motivated by fear of the working

class

idge. The level of benefits
was fixed so low that a large
number of people became dep-
endent on the Means Test,re-
named National Assistance.

i fmd the contributory prin-
ciple was still the basis of
the system. Instead of redis-
tributing wealth from the rich
to the poor, the workers were
to save up for a rainy day by
compulsory insurance contr-
ibutions.
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that threaten the
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STAND

mand of no victimisation of trade
unionists. Redundancy should be
opposed with the demand: five
days work or five days pay. Shop
stewards organisations should
strengthen and extend their in-

fluence by linking up on an in-
dustrial and ultimately a national
basis.

We are opposed to racial discrimi-
nation, a weapon used by the
ruling class to divide the labour
movement. Immigration control
must be ended, ensuring the free
movement of peoples regardless
of race and colour. Black and
white workers must unite and form
their own defence organisations
to fight fascism and racialism.
The labour movement must de-
mand the immediate recall of
British troops from abroad as the
first step towards ending colenial
axploitation.

The task of revelutionary socialists
is to join workers in their struggles
with socialist ideas that will link
up the various sections of the
labour movement and help create
a force that will lead on to workers’
power and international socialism.

In 1938, 9.5 per cent of the
national income went on soc-
ial security. By 1951,

roportion had risen to just
1 per cent.

The Welfare State was
created by middle-class pol-
iticians  who are basically
afraid of the working class.

The workers have less
control over the welfare
bureaucracy than over the
factories in which they work,
where at least they have
trade unions and shop stew-
ard committees to protect

em.
The first job of the bur-
eaucracy is fo prevent abuse.
Since the Welfare State is
only & service for the poor—if
you have money there is
always the private sector, 13
education, health, housing an
social security—there is no

ot
=2

the!

In spite of the sweaters of
labour and their vast profits,
gou can witness the wonder-

product built by the coll-

skill

and labour. :
You can chuckle with
leasure at your thoughts,
or the moment private, which
grasp the huge possibilities
for the transformation of a
whole city, a whole world,

1
aboration Of  WOTRers"

-afterwards, 1pecple

that workers’ skill—set free
through workers' democracy—
extends to you.

Yes, a whole city, a whole
world, could be transformed...
if work were directed for use
and need, not for profit and
its wars, waste and perman-
ent fear.

need to throw money

Read Richard Titmuss on
Supplementary Benefit Off-
ices: ‘There are ...some
offices which take one right
back to the Dickensian poor
law.They are literally slums..}

The staff, some of whom
eam less than the peaple
they are dealing with, make
their decisions mccording to
a secret rule-book, the A
Code, whose contents have
never been revealed, even to
social workers.

The administration  of
rebate schemes helps illus-
trate the nature of the Welfare
State. Again, the main prior-
ity is to prevent abuse.

e the Greater London
Council’s rent rebate scheme.
The applicant has fo sign a
declaration which includes
words:

‘I understand that...in the
event -of any of the informat-
ion (in this form) being false,
erroneous or deféctive in any

away.

material particular, the
c::ouno::;l]b may, refuse to gr t
any rebpafe in future and/or,

if deemed warranted, deter-
mine my tenancy...’

The declaration continues:
‘I have no objection to your
making any necessary enquir-
ies from my employers, my
w1fe's?husba.nd's employers
or elsewhere to check the
information I have given’.

Paid for
by workers

The GLC should not have
been surprised when, ouf of
43,000 tenants expected to
apply by the end of July, only
15,000 did so. And this is
only one example of under-
clalming of means-tested
benefits.

This then is the Welfare
State. Inadequate benefits;.
many of them subject to
means tests, a heartless
bureaucracy and the lot paid
for 'by the working class, in
compulsory contributions and
taxes on consumftmn.

Understandably, the work=

ers  lack - enthusiasm for

The workers' who created
the Victoria Line have built
4 huge sign without words
that points to a societ
whose_first concern is freed=
om and human need.
tmThils too.ffou_t of al& cIthi:e
8 es, sufferings and def-
cats. - will be Bailt And
might
ause to Indulge themselves
or a while and organise an
election to change the name.

LAURIE
FLYNN

schemes which mere tam-
per with the system, however
worthy some of the schemes
may be.

The working class move-
ment must demand:
1, A massive redistribution
of wealth from the rich to the

Eoor and
. A democratic Welfare
State, based on adequate
control of the sacial services
by the working class.

Some of the ways in which
these aims can be achieved
will be outlined in future

articles.
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IN HIS ARTICLE on the
latest betrayal by the build-
1n% union_leaders (December
21) Ted Richards concluded
that ‘the rank and file must
organise themselves ..,and
nof wait for others to lead the

way.’

: is is an excellent idea

but if comes a cropper when

implemented, The geogle that
e

always benefit in ¢ uildin
industry from conventiona
rank and file activity are

those very trade union leaders
who are ruining everything.

When militants organise a
site or workshop, a number of
recruits are enlisted into the
unions, which helps consolid-
ate the financial power of the
apparatus.

Then at branch level the
new recruits quickly .come
under right-wing influence as
most branches are controlled
by non-militants who have

| *steady numbers® with firms,

which makes them bureaucr-
atically consistent, unlike
site militants, who are volat-
ile and erratic.

Another influence at work
in this destructive process is
the Communist Party, whose
members on sites are often
very agitational but whose
strategy, geared to the cap-
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WAY FORWARD

IRISH SOCIALISTS
NITY OF ALL WORKERS
INST ORANGE

D GREEN TORIES

EAMONN McCANN in Derry

WHAT LEFT MUST DEMAND

GHTS move-
lern Ireland
e parting of

ion that was
ek by week
dramatically
Newry two
n no longer
ithin moder-
and 4ignif-

ction

classic case
> leadership
1% te siphon
the militancy

id file in a

What are relevant socialist
demands in Northern Ireland?
1. Cancellation of the Hous-
ing Trust debt to the central
banks. Last year local author-
ities aid £2,6000,000 in
interes repayments—more

—_

Moderates fear
bloodshed if
soecialists win
support-ignoring
bloodshed caused
by extreme right.
Pioture shows
civil rights
marchers ambus-
hed by Paisley-
ites on road to
Derry.

than the total rents collected.
2. Government, finance and
industry under workers’ cont-
rol as opposed to the Orange

ruling class scrabbling
around for ‘foreign invest-
ment’.

civil rights movement.

Already there is talk of
'Pur ing the movement of
“‘extremists’’ and ‘‘revolut-
ionaries’ who are using
the civil rights for their own
ends.’

What the Left must do now

15 clearlg to define its:
political difference with the
moderates.

Before the Newry march
they insisted repeatedly that
they would not recognise any
ban or accept a re-route by
the police.

Then, when confronted by
the inevitable police barric-
ade, they advised everyone
to return to the starting
point *where prominent speak-
ers will address you’.

The result was the burn-
ing of the tenders that had

been used to block the route
the attempted occupation of
public buildings and the
traditional late-night baton
charges.

Reactions have been
redictable. The moderates’
ine is that the -government,
by allowing this to happen—
and there is no doubt that the
cops watched cheerfully as
the tenders blazed—has suc-

A 'more militant than thou'
stance is meaningless unless
we communicate to the rank
and file prec1self what it is
we are being militant about.

The problem is that,given
the historical legacy of
religious  sectarianism, it
is difticult to get across the
point that the struggle is an
issue of class,not creed.(And
articles such as Paul Foot’s

cessfully discredited the

in Socialist Worker of Decem-
ber 21, in which he examined
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workers of all Ireland against
their Green and Orange expl-
oiters.

The confused thinkin
behind your approach is wel
exﬂressed in your ediforial:
'The British Left must act in
solidarity with their Irish
comrades by fighting to end
British capitalism's role in
Ulster’. How?

oW

on EISB rgﬂaeg?pce&}l ?0 no?‘ 1!~To‘f~'-‘y
thern or Southern Ireland;even
less on the anti-catholic laws.
Nor will it end if Ireland bec-
omes & united bourgeois
republic.It will end only when
the market ceases to rule the
relations of small nations
and large ones.

gain: ‘Too many social-
ists unconsciously accept its
(Ireland’s) colonial status bg
ignoring the grip of Britis
capital over the country’. And
neo-colonialism?

ike the majority of Irish
workers, the editorial clearly
thinks that the slogans raised
are a solution to be basic

roblem of Ireland—the 1grip of
ritish and Irish capital.

They are not a solution.
For a country like Ireland.
overshadowed by Britain, only
the workers’ revolution can
change the basic situation,
We must fight for  limited
%ains (ie British withdrawal)=

ut we must not sow, or end-
wse,illusions.

The beneficial effect of
complete British withdrawal
would only be to clear the

nationalist roadblock that has
stopped Irish labour in its
tracks for 50 years. No more
than that.

It is a crass oversimplif-
ication to call NorthernIreland
a ‘colony’—it is semi-auton-
omous, ruled by a sub-section
of the British capifalists.
Direct British control is
increasingly unimportant:
there is evidence of British
desire for Northem and
Southern Irish bourgeois rap-
rochement (in prega.ratwn
or entry to the ommon
Market). 1

Oranﬁe bigotry today ben-
efits the orthern Ireland
employers who are not all
English. We need a class
exﬁlanation as well as a
nationalist explanation.

Yet you stick to demands
appropriate to Vietnam, or to
Ireland in 18920, ignoring the.
effects agf these demands on
Irish readers—and others.

To take this info account.
the proposal for a Workers'
Republic slogan was raised
at the NC. It could have
taken the form of an IS expr-
ession of support for the Left
in Ireland, and in no_ way
would it have qualified the
demand of ‘Britain out’.

We don’t tell Irish soce
ialists what to do. But should
we, out of  contrition for
Britain's role in Ireland, past
and present, trail after people
who see Ireland in national
terms, or liberal terms, to the
exclusion of class terms?

needs a line, an indep-
endent judgement: Lenin,
while arguing with Luxemburg,
was by no means a supporter
of Pilsudski.

have a duty to criticise the
apparent lack of concrete
unifying working-class dem-
ands in the N.Ireland Civil
Rights movement? No Irish
socialists (except a few reac-
tionary expatriate chauvinists)
would object to this, nor to
to socialist propaganda among
Irish workers in Britain.

t the moment IS is repr-
oducing the line of Irish
socialists who on this quest-
ion are habitually to the right
not onlv_of Luxemburg—but
also of Pilsudski! — SEAN
MATGAMNA, Manchester IS.

IN THESE HEADY days
perhaps it is felt by Socialist
Worker that its supporters
are likely to have increased
difficulty in spotting the
difference between IS and
the Socialist Labour League.

Otherwise 1 see little
point in the recent attacks
on the SLL, a revolutionary
socialist organisation, and
David Mercer who, along
with Dennis Potter, is a
laywright British socialists

One of the most important
aspects of IS, until fairly
recently, has been its polit-
ical modesty, its recognition
of the still [iny size of the
revolution movement, and
its repudiation of the sub-
marxist cabbage water which
passes as polemics on much
of the far Left.

So let’s leave the Bolsh-
evik situation comedy to
those groups who can only
retain members by misleading
them about the real shape of
the Left.~DAVID WIDGERY,

For instance, do we not

Angel IS,

The trials and tribulations of a Left MIP

POOR ME! Several months
ago 1 was attacked in the
columns of the SLL journal
following an inaccurate Daily
Telegraph report about a vote
in the House of Commons.

1, made a reply headed:
Trial the Daily Telegraph.
1 was then treated to several
abusive remarks by Germry
Healy whom I have not set
eyes upon {or some time,

Now Raymond Challinor
(equally not seen by me for
s0 long) ftreats me to old-
style Stalinist-type personal
vilification (January 18).
used to think had a fair
chance of being in Parliament
himself. Perhaps this attitude
explains it all.

Both he and I know thai
conclusions cannot be based
upon inaccurate information.
I did not vote for the 1968
Act but I did speak in the
debate as I have spoken many
times on the immigrafion and
race issue,

My attitude in my Constit-
uency (where we know some-
thing about the matter) is well
respected by all workers.

‘Racialist effusions ind-
eed’ (Challinor). I'm known

locally as the wog-lover.
1| home was twice atEa.cked af{g

the 1966 General Election by
a lad with leaflets ‘Blacks
Not Wanted Here'.

The other Sunday I was

speaking with Ted Grant at a

meeting in support of a
campaign to free imprisoned
Trotskyists in Greece. Can
it be that Ted is the most
civilised of the old RCP
guard?

It would be a queer situat-

ion with a Labour Party bas-
ed upon the trade union move-
ment if there were no Left-
wing Labour MPs. It doesn’t
seem that Ray Challinor has
the capacity for deciding who
the{rare.
] ou cannot cover up one
inaccuracy (re Mrs.Short) by
being nasty to Sid Bidwell.—
ID BIDWELL, Labour MP
or Southall,

point—unity of our class

have a right to be proud of.

the unemployment problem iny
terms of ‘catholic’ towns and
‘protestant’ towns,dogot he

. Tﬁe I_.e%t sioul& make
demands that demonstrate the
the line of class division and
direct a considerably greater
proportion of its energy and
activity towards the protest-
ant workers.

Shatter facade

To do this it is necessary
to deliberately shatter the
facade of ‘unity’ within the
civil rights movement.

The catholic middle-class
leadership cannot support
socialist demands which pose
as great a threat to them-
selves as to the open enem-
ies of civil rights.

The unity they = speak
about is sectarian itself.They
relegate or ignore class

demands and therefore rule
out the achievement of the
only unity socialists should
be  interested in at this

against its enemies, Green

as well as Orange.

Unless the break is made
we will continue like the
Duke of York: marching tow-
ards battle, realising as we
approacthh the front line that
the ‘enemy’ is largely work=
ing-class protestants, decid-
ing that strife between work-
ers is a bad thing and pulling
back in confusion.

This silly zig-zagging is
caused by the fact that those
leading ‘our’ side cannot and
will not. tolerate appeals fo
the ‘enemy’ on the only basis
that holds any hoiu'e of suc-
cess—on the basis that,as
workers, they have to suffer
une mployment, low wages,bad
housing, high rents and dis-
franchisement in local govern-
ment elections.

The instinctive militancy
of radical socialists will, in
the nature of Northern Ireland
society, achieve its greatest
immedlate response among
the catholic working class.

We cannot wipe out the last
trace of religious bitterness
from working-class conscious-
ness overnight.

There can be no doubt that
the voices of moderation will
cry to the heavens ahout the
danger of bloodshed and civil
war., . .

Our answer must be that
it is ‘moderation’ and ‘liberal-
ism’ which, down through the
years, have prevented any
assault on the system that
provokes the possibility of
civil war.

Keep control

It is the same moderates
and liberals who are today
struggling desperately fo
keep control of a movement
that, under their leadership,
has done nothing to lessen
sectarianism.

And it is they who wish
to expel the only people and
ideas that might Buccessfully
realise stru ggl’e along a non-
religious axis.
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Ford’s ‘no strikes™ pay offer

By JIM LAMBORN

FORD MOTGR COMPANY has joined in the popular
pastime of clobbering the unions. Simultaneously
with the publication of Mrs.Castle’s programme for
union-bashing, Ford has issued to its 40,000 workers
a pamphlet called Pay Security and You.

It outlines proposals for the company’s Income
Security plan for 1969 and contains the menacing

clause: ‘There must be an

assurance of uninterrupted

production. So in the event of your taking part in any
form of unconstitutional action, you would disqualify
yourself from benefits for six months.’

Clippies
demand right
to drive

From CHRIS DAVISON

IS A WOMAN'S PLACE in the
home behind the kitchen sink
or is it behind the wheel of a
London bus? This is %ge
argument now going on in the
London Bus section of the
Transport Workers Union.

On Tuesday, 25 women
conductors lobbied the Cent-
ral London Bus Conference
of the Transport Workers
Union, demanding equalrighis
for women to drive London
buses. The delegates voted
35-33 against allowing them
into the meeting but the
clippies occupied the buil-
ding during the lunch break.

With the 1968 productivity
deal giving London Transport
the green light for one man
buses throughout Greater
London, the question on
women bus drivers has taken
OL a new urgency. Within
eight years the clippie could
be gone for good from London's
buses.

Turned down

At the November Central
Bus Conference, delegates
‘representing all the red bus
farages_tumed down by 2 to

maiority a resolution from
Southall garage calling for
women bus drivers although
the demand had the support of
the Central Bus Committee
and union officers.

Many delegates feared that
women drivers would lower
the status of the job and
perhaps put men out of a job.

But many bus workers,men
and women, have been far
from happy with this decision.
Women bus conductors have
enjoyed equal pay for 20
years and with the recent ‘no
redundancy’ guarantee from
the management the fears of
the conference seem ground-
less.

We may deplore the fact
that women today often are
forced to take full-time jobs
as well as bring up a family.
But instead of seeking to
deny them the chance to work
we should be attacking a
society that leaves widows
and others to bring up a fam-
ily with little or no assist-
ance.

Reflection

£19 a'week is a poot wage
for a bus conductor working
shifts at all times of the day
and week. Yet it is a sad
reflection on the success of
the fight for equal pay that
few working-class women can|
get as much elsewhere.

No doubt encouraged by
the women at Fords and other
factories fighting for equality,
a small group of clippies
surprised their men workmates
by mounting a picket at the
December conference. When!
they were refused the chance
to speak to the conference
they marched in to the meet-
ing and gave the delegates a
piece of their mind.

Now with Tuesday's dem-
onstration it is clear that a
large number of women cond-
uctors have been angered by
the ‘men only’ decision and
are determined to see this
decision reversed.

STC goes back

A MEETING this week betw-
een the strike committee at
the STC factory, East Kil-
bride and the ETU area org-
aniser agreed to return to
work. A hundred men walked
out last week when one
worker was sacked. The man-
nt agreed to reinstate

Ford wants to blackmail
car workers into giving up
their right to strike in
return for a 5-10 per cent
wage rise.

Arrangements were made
for shop stewards to meet
officials.of the 21 unions on
the Ford negotiating committ-
ee at the firm's Warley head-
guarters to discuss the deal.

Only 11 officials turned up
and the stewards took this as
an indication of their interest
in the proposals.

None of:the Ford plants
has epproved the employers’
offer. Steward affer steward
at the meeting got up to ask
whether rights won over dec-
ades of struggle were to be
giveh away for a paltry rise.

HARSH

One veteran steward said
as he left the meeting: ‘Not
one official on the platform
spoke against these harsh
measures, I would not have

believed it '

, Ford national union offic-
ials stand at the cross-toads.
Will they shrug their shoul-
ders, sign the deal and leave
militants to face the same
fate as the 17 stewards
thrown out at Dagenham in
18627

Or will they refuse to sign
and fight for their members’
right to strike? If they take
the second course,there is
likely to be a bitter struggle
at Ford.

The two sides meet again

on February 3. Meanwhile,

thousands of anxious rank
and file trade unionists are
locbbying their officials to
insist that none of their
rights are surrendered.

a3 o
SOLIDARITY Meeting: ‘*Alienat-
ion at Work’. Discussion introd-
uced by George Shaw and Akiva

Orr Friday Jan 24 8 pm The
Swan, Cosmo Place WOl (off
Southampton Row).

SOCIALIST PARTY of Qreat
Britain, Leoture on students’
revolt. Thurs Jan 80 B.80pm.Wag-
gon and Horses Hotel,Southgats,
off Deansgate, Manchester.Eng-
uirles ring 081-446 7841.Everyone
welcome.Mtgs every Thurs 8.80pm.

WOOD GREEN, Hornsey and Tot-
tenham IS branches public mtg on
Ireland. Fishmongers Arms,High
Road N22 (tube Wood Qreen)Bpm
Thurs Jan 80.

EDINBURGH: Teaoh-in on Nat-|
ional Liberation and Social Rev-
olution., Spkrs include Dr. John
Chinnery (China), Chris Harman
(Revoluti mary Forces in E.Eur-
ope and Russia Today), C.L.R.|
James (Revolution in the West|
Today) and Tom Murray (The|
Revolution in Scotland), 11.00am-
12.80 pm, 2-8 pm, Saturday Janl
26 Lecture Hall C, David Hume
Tower, George Square.-

STOKE NEWINGTON IS Public
Mtg. on Housing,Education and
Unemployment. Spkrs.D.Widgery
and Roger Cox., The White Hart
(opp Tyssen Rd.)High St. N18.
Monday 27 J anuary 8pm.

EAST ANGLIA IS quarterly mtg.
Feb B and 8. Norwich University.
Starts 10.46 Sat. Spkrs include
Nigel Coward on industrial work., |

LONDON BSQUATTERS protest
meeting to instal homeless
families in empty property.
Sunday Feb 9 2 pm Manor Park
station, Station Rd E12.British
Rail to Manor Park on L'pool St~
Gidea Pk line. Central line to
Stratford, change to BR to Manor
Park. Buses 101,25,86,721 Qreen
Line. We need money, cars on|
the day, offers of food, water
containers ete.

Further details;

128 ".Hainault Rd E11. 01-538|
8058.

POSTERS of Luxemburg and Lieb-
knecht. Rosa: red on white Bs,
black on white 4s; Karl: black on
white 4s. French revolution pos-
ters still available. SW Paxton
Works N17. o

MAN'S WATCH found outside
Rhodesia House after anti-Smith
demo. ‘M.Collison"' on back. Ring
01-348 3881.

400
MARCH

FOR IRISH
RIGHTS

Socialist Worker Reporter

ANCHESTER:» 400 people
arched through the city on
Sunday in support of eivil
rights in Northern Ireland.
Among speakers at the end
of the march was John Magen-|
is, chairman of the Manches-
ter docks branch of the Tran-
sport Workers Union. He
stressed the irrelevance of

the old divisions in Ncrtherrﬁ

Ireland and the need fo
working-class unity and =a
socialist solution.

Building workers, dockers
and other trade unionists were
on the march and a number of
Irish workers joined in, in
spite of a boycott by the
Connolly Association, the
leading ‘lefi’ Irish organisat-
ion in Britain.

VIGIL

The march marked the end
of Ulster civil rights week in
Manchester, which involved a
number of Left-wing groups
including 1IS. An all-night
vigil was staged in the city
centre in mid-week.

On Sunday evening a public
meeting was addressed by
Peter Graham of the Dublin
Young Socialists, who is
also active in the Northern
Ireland campaign, Michael
O'Higgins, of West Galway
Labour Party and Liam Dalton
of the League for a Workers’
Republic.

Newspaper hosses to
profit from prod deal

AN AGREEMENT between
the Newspaper Publishers
Association and newspaper
rintworkers * expired more
han two “years ago affer
protracted negotiations.
The employers made it
clear to union leaders that
if a new agreement could be
reached, the money for a
settlement would come from
the men themselves through
productivity bargaining in all

By a Printworker

offices. The employers also
refused fo continue a cost.of
living bonus.

The unions recommended

the arrangement to their
members. Only members of
the largest union SOGAT

(Society of Graphical and
Allied Trades) rejected the
offer,

There were approximately

Yorks Vietnam march
seeks trade union support

Socialist Worker Reporter
SHEFFIELD:- The Committee
campaigning for a Vietnam
demonstration here on March
1st will march from Tinsley
Wire Works, a factory whose
parent company is involved in
production for the US war
effort. i

The marchers will go to
the City centre, a distance of
about three miles. In line with
the chief object of the demon-
stration , to involve ftrade
unionists and young workers
in the Vietnam protest move-
ment, it will pass through
Atteccliffe, one of the main
industrial and working-class
areas of Sheffield,

It was agreed at a meeting|

on Sunday to go all out for a
militant march, with pavement-
to-pavement street occupation
for the length of the route:

*The march will end with an
open-air relly. Speakers

invited include Lawrence
Daly, (NUM), Clive Jenkins
(ASTMS), Tarig Ali and a
representative of the NLF or
the Hanoi government,

Prospects for a demonstr-
ation of several thousand look
good, At the meeting to set up
the Ad Hoc Committee called
by Shardlows Shop Stewards
there were more than 100
representatives from trades
union branches, CND, YCL
VSC, IS, IMG and student
groups in Yorkshire.

Slogans will declare sol-
idarity with the NLF and
oppose British support for the
war plus the demand of ‘Visas
and recognition-for the NLF'.
The meeting urged the setting
up of March 1st ad hoc comm-
ittees throughout Yorkshire
and the north.

For more information
contact Mick Sheppard, 17
Hillview Rd., Kimberworth,
Rotherham or Sheffield IS

Dockers in mass walk-out

Socialist Worker Reporter

HULL: Motivated by the
ominous = White Paper on
industrial relations and

resumed attacks on individual
militants, 2,650 Hull dockers
staged a mass walk-out last
Friday in protest against
another flagrant example of
victimisation.

The employers, Hull &
Humber Cargo Handling Co.,
suspended a militant because
they said he showed an
‘unco-operative attitude’
yhi to influence;
T R BRI -

As a warning to the emp-
loyers and their friends in
I government, a mass

g in the City Hall un-
nimously voted to strike
again on Monday to demon-
strate that dockers will never
tolerate being ‘pushed around
b%' anybody—bosses or the
state.’

NEXT WEEK

An investigation of
the inter-union row
in the steel industry.

4000 votes for the agreement
and 10,000 votes against it.
The vote proved thal SOGAT
militants on the shop floor
understood the agreement
better than their leaders and
were not prepared to be sold
gu:{x a crude productivity
eal.

No meetings

Further meetings were
held between the SOGAT
executive and the NPA. The
employers were told that the
alternatives to the agreement
must be chapel/management

negotiations, which many
chapels had demanded. 1
But the NPA, realising

the strength of the chapels,
refused to allow meetings ad
office level. They suggested
that the offer had not been
properly explained and the
agreement should be vote
on by the members again.

Although SOGAT members|
have decisively rejected the!
offer, the union executive|
"1;§ balloting them for a second|
ime.

More work

The agreement states that
printworkers will receive a
three per cent increase back-
dated from last September.
Arising from productivity(that
is, more work), the first
savings must be paid to the
employers for a three per cent
increase.

The NPA expects heavy '

lay-offs when the scheme bites
and redundancy will be paid
for out of froductivity. What|
is left will then be shared
on & 50:50 basis.

Under the so-called wage
agreement, the employers will
make a profit and the members
will have to cover more jobs
and work harder at a faster

pace.

Printworkers should again
reject this agreement and
demand:-

1. Copsolidation of the cost
of living bonus

2. Continuation of the cost
of living bonus
3. Five per cent increase for
each year of a two year agree-
ment. <

This can be the cn]g way
forward, There must be no
capitulation to the employers
SOGAT must carry on the
fight for a straight wage

Strikers are
told ‘'work
shifts or

factory goes'’

Socialist Worker Reporter

DONCASTER:- 100 strikers
from unions at H.W.P. Engin-
eering have been told that
unless they work a night-
shift system the factory will
be moved, under pressure
from the Board of Trade, to a
‘development area’ o ;

Local housewives plan to
protest if the factory is put on
round-the-clock working. It is .
situated in a densely populat-
ed, terraced-house area.

But the wives do not want
the factory moved.

Strikers claim that condit~
ions in the factory are already
hazardous. During the produc-
tion of 600 trailers for British
Rail, electricians and weld-
ers have been instructed to
work on bodies still in the
spraying department.

No safeguards

They say the department
has no extractor fans,screens,
or adequate fire safeguards.

Men injured in accidents
caused by defective equip-
ment have been refused am
ulances and told to find' their
own way to hospital.

Welders have been sacke
ﬁm the spot for waiting foi
nstructions on making up
girders. This is the foremen's
responsibility.

The strike blew up when
the managing director, Mr.H.
Field, published a notic
attacking shop stewards wh
were attempting to get unio
recognition as the first steg
to improving conditions an
consultation.

Mr.Field called the stew-
ards ‘fools who have no res-
ponsibility either to them-
selves, , their families, the
company which employs them
or the country to which they
belong.’ :

Donations and support to
shop stewards’ chairman D.
Howard, 7 Lindum St, Hex-
thorpe, Doncaster, Yorks.

‘Black, white
unite’ chant
at Powell

From DAVID PRYNN

SHEFFIELD:-A protest march
against a visit by Enoch
Powell last Friday was the
climax of an active campaign
against racialism in the city.

The Campai against
racial discrimination (CARD),
the Sheffield Vietnam Camp-
aign, the university socialist
society and the International
Socialists put out a joint
leaflet calling on black and
white workers to unite against
racialism. It told them to rec-
ognise the Wilson government,
the employers and the land-
lords as their real enemies.

The leaflet was widely
distributed outside factories
trade union meetings and
districts such as Attercliffe
where a large number of
1E;ﬁt.lq'.iﬁ,tzmi and Indian workers

ve.

Powell had been invited o
address a Tory dinner at the
Grand Hotel on Friday Jan-

uary 17. Two days before, a
resolution supporting the
demonstration against his

visit was carried overwhelm-
ingly by the university stud-
ents’ union.-

Slogans

In spite of heavy ramn on
Friday, more than 600 ﬁeople
took part in a march through
the city centre, shoutin
‘black and white unite’ an
anti-Powell slogans.

In front of the Grand Hotel,
which was defended by a line
of police, speakers pointed
out that the forces of the
state protected racialists
like Powell while coloured
workers faced insult, diser-
imination and attack.

The demonstration ended in
a march through the Havelock
Square area, which has a
large West Indian community.
Marchers linked arms and

oiced their solidarity with
black workers against Pow-
ell’s racialism.
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