


l Class struggle

There hastheen guite an important shift n
the industrial strugele since the bepinnming ol
the vear. symbolised by the muners” stnike.
which could be described as a ‘ripple’ of
muilitancy atter the doldrums of the autumn,
It"s impossible to tgnore the lack of mass
hacking for 4 tight at Linwood (see Indus-
trial Discussion Section) butitialso wrong to
ignore some of the straws in the wind about
a limited tightback elsewhere.

Fiest of alf, we have a period since the turn
al the vear when there have been tour sigmit-
icant ‘national’ disputes, culminating i the
civil service action. The first three ot these
strugales were in varving degrees successul.

Though the seamen did ot get what they
wanted, there was alot of involvment of new
tayers within the union and a faire degree of
rank and file nuhitancy. Independent obser-
vers, like Lloyds List, saw the settement as i
sethback for the emplovers, Secondly the
miners  achieved 0 major  propaganda
victory——against Torv philosophy on the
public sector, on vidbility and so on—even
the victory was hedged about with a lot of
question marks as we deseribed in our last
jssue. Lastly the water workers discovered 4
strength, and more important a degree ot
independent organisation, which has not
appeared previously. The officials were tor-
ced nto an ugly contrick to ‘prove’ the
members had accepted a very lishy deal,
Nevertheless 1 terms of the government's
altempts to held down pay, the settlement
wis seen as a success by other groups of
pubhic  cmployees  such  as  ambulance
workers.

Both the nuners and the wialer workers
have had an impact throughou the public
sector—nhbut this has not prevented the hos-
pital workers getting a Catch 22 pay ofter
w here whichever way they vote they acceept

£11.50 in advance, £13 on the door.

details.

Ripples that
cannot be ignored

a4 big cut in reat pay, nor did 1t have an
impact on the teachers, Tt has, however. led
to a4 tew ripples ol rank and lile discontent.
The miners” victory has prodded some ral
waorkers ito life—tor example in the work-
shops., Part of this 15 a guestion of vonti-
dence, part the simple fact that the miners’
selttlement means more coal travelling by
ronl, particularly in South Wales,

More disputes in engineering
The shight signs that the slump s easing have
aiso led 1o action. The best example ol this
wius 1 the Metro strike ar Longbridge, but
more recently there have been other indica-
tions. John Brown Engineeriug n
Clvdebunk —which 15 one of the few targe
cngineering  plants left in Glasgow—
virtually 1mposed o 79 pay oncrease
Lyecember, together with job cuts, But the
fact there was a new order two months later
and that special pay imereases were 2iven to
the design staff led 1o a one-week strike in
the enginecring scction at the beginning of
March.

This 1s the first period lor gunte a lime—
with the solttary exception of Gardners—
(hat anvthing bike a fghitback has occurred
int engineering, A very high propostion of
the disputes (hat have taken place have,
however, been attempts to resist the employ-
ers’ wllensive. This 15 an improvement over
niost of 1980 when the degree of resistance
i the engimeering industry almaost disappea-
red, In the past three months or so, attacks
an shop Hoor argamsatton, on custom and
practice ct¢ have become more widespread,
in particular in a series of disputes it a Shel-
field and South Yorkshire—aod (has ime
roungt there has heen a reaction.

This goes not only Tor engineering but for
other manulacturing industrres. The prob-
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e 1w that the strugeles have in general been
viry solated, and often only carnied by
crallsmen—because they are more secire i
terms of jobs but also because the emplovers
arc having a go at the maintenance and craht
sections now. So lor example crabtsmen at
several South Yorkshire glassworks came
out in support of Canning Town Cilass
wlhiere o steward was sacked. but they woere
hack at work atter u lortmght when the
dispute laied to spread.

The wave ol Shetfictd and South Yorkshire
disputes, from the end of January onwards,
has occurred with cach in isolation. And yet
the 1ssucs have been very similar in gach:
Rotary Electrical—management refuses to
implement second stage of pavdeal and dec-
lares redundancies over a work-to-rule:
Eclipse Tools—management tries (o sclect
nianted workers for the sack, Plansce
Tooling—management “olfers” 7% afier
five-manth freeze and then sacks the entre
worktorce when they watk oul;
Murkhams—management  suspends  four
workers over retusing to move (obs: Bone
Craven—management “oflers” 7.6
ncrease for M4 increuse 1n productivity:
Snows—management hreaks short-time
agreement, suspends convenor and sacks
the whole workforce.

An obvious pattern

All these disputes were taking place at the
same time as the Ansell’s strike, the lock out
at Southampton docks, the attempt w
impose new conditions at Felixstowe docks,
the attempts by Ford and BL 1o tmpose new
grading  schemes and  redundancies  on
foremen and whitc-collar workers, There 15
an obvious pattern and an obvious conclu-
ston (o be drawn zbout how employers are
continuing 1o use the slump te dnve back
such workplace organisation as exists; 10
reduce the workiorce, and to mmpose new
conditions on those workers who remain,
The contrast between current everts and the
period  hefore Christmas s that  then
employers were getting away with it virtu-
atly scot free: now there s a response. Frag-
menled and conlused but nonetheless real.

Some management olfensives have been
quite grotesgue: for example the relusal 1o
Allow workers (0 organise retirement pre-
sentations in company time at Bridon 1n
Newcustle and the attempt by Revlon in
Mucsteg ta apply [ tests to choose who wus
going to get the sack. Both these inaidents
resulied in immediate stoppages. Buln the
main. management is purswing the same
objectives as belore, but finding it shghtly
maore difficult o get away with 1L,

This change in the climate 1s really quite
hopeful. The number ol strikes has gone up
quitc sharply as compared with the previous
period, and this has coimncided with impaor-
tant national disputes where the emplovers
have not got their own way. Those workers
who are prepared Lo go out onstrike, despite
the fear ol the dole, are not suprisingly quite
militant ahout it And most important dis-
putes are left isolated and demoralasid by
the 1naction of offictals and the “broad left’
alike. The importance of political acivists
and of those who have expernience of how to
organise and win strikes has never been
greater,

Dave Beecham
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A four hour general strike larger than any the country had ever known befere, Preparation for All Willing Workers

for an all-out zeneral strike which would probably have heen the largest known in world
history. Military exercises by the world's second greatest power prolonged hecause of ‘the
seriousness of the situation’. The government pleads with the people to take it seriously and
avoid ‘national suicide’. Frantic appeals to Western states for economic aid: the country
has only 180 days of food left.

Poland was indeed a countrv on the brink of revolutionary upheaval in the last day of
Varch — an upheaval that would have had dramatic cffects on all of Europe. The
confrontation was postponed an the basis of a lust minute compromise. But those who
apreed this deal on both sides were sponr under bitter attack from many of their cofleagucs:
for the first time those in Solidarity who disagree with Walesa are speaking of him in terms
which rank-and-file workers on the West use to describe full-time union burcancrats.

But can the new “truce’ last any longer than the old one? And il not, what can we expect
in the period ahead?
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Owver the page we print 4 chronology ot the workers ol East Germany, C?EChUElH"ﬁlk!EL
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events which Ted up o controntation bet-
ween Solidarity and the Government, It
tells its own story, The soctal truce proclin-

med by premier Jaruzeiski early in February

and taculy endorsed by the union broke
down under three ditferemt sorts of
DTESSUTCS,

The {irst and most obvious was from the
Russians and a powcerful section of the Pol-
ish regime. They see the very existence ol an
independent trade union as a slow fuse that
could eventually agnite explosive resent-
ments across Polund’s border among the

Hungary and above all, Ruuam They also
fear that in borrowing more Western money
to buy oft discontent, the Polish regiie
would become politically as well as econom-
ically in hock to the West

The second was the avarice ob (he western
hankers. They saw the interest and caputal
repavments of the vast loans they had
alreudy made to Poland threatened. and
were reluctant to lend more unless they were
given cast iron gudarantees of economic
changes side Poland wgether with higher
than normal levels of inwrest. So n the
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period of the truce the shortapges pot worse
and the queues grew longer.

The third was the determination of grow-
g numbers of workers not to lose the
oppurtunity to rectity grievances that had
been accumulating lor decades, In Solidar-
ity with 1ts decentralised structure based
upon delegates direet from the lactories,
they had an instrument to deal with these,
whatever the pledges made by the national
leadership to ministers and cardinals, Dep-
iy Premier Rakowski fa darling ol the Wes-
tern press)complamed bitterly to Sohidarity
leaders (hat the unmion’s branches in 33 of the
country’s provinces had demanded changes
i1 the personnel of the scourity services, and
militia. e hsted strikes and stnke threarts
over such ssues in Radom, Lody, Katowice,
Biclsko Biala, Nowy Sace, Cracow, Lublin,
Suwalki, Kalisz.

The azsault on Solidarity representatives

in Bydgoszec may have been a provocation
by the hardline, most pro-Russian clements
armed at precipitating a crisis in which they
could take controb ot the state. But 1t had
the ctfect of acting as a focus Tor all the
resentments of the workers,
The massive success of the Tour hour strike
underlined just how isolated the regime was
from other social torces. In the workplaces
even the members of 1ts own party ignored
iy order and jomed the action,

In the crucial hours betore the all-out
strike call was dug (o become eflfective the
regime had two choices. It could stand firm
— and see the country paralysed, its facto-
ries taken over, 1its police and 1ts tunctiona-
ries overwhetmed by a tlood tide ol hostility
as ¢very shop and every granary became a
contrantation point between 1ty torces of
order and the hungry masses, the structure
ot its state sustained only by a4 growing
influx o armed men from Russia, Or 11
coutd compromise, buy time, and hope
somchow 1o be able (o widen its base of
support, to draw at least some of the middle
class and peasantry behind 1t, ¢co-opt Solid-
arity lcaders into structures ol collaboration,
1o work closely with the Church to tsolate
the militants and dissidents.

What now are its chances of succeess?

The isolation of the regime

The rows inside Solidanty. and the fact
that it seems to be the opponents ol the
compromise who are resigning their post-
ttons. show that the regime’s position s not
yvet complétely hopeless. There 15 o danger
that under the pressure of the church hier-
archy the group around Walesa will turn
their hack on the lelt rudical current of dissi-
dents represented by KOR, and begin to act
like a conseryvatve trade nnwwen hureaucracy.

That would be disastrous, since 1t would
medn Solidarity giving up s posttion as a
tocus, o leadership, tor all those who are
discontented and {rustroted. Workers n
small  factories would no fenger look to
workers o large factories tor backing. dissi-
dent inteltectuals and studenis wonld no
longer hnd any proatection, the peasants
waoldd fall back into the passivity that comes
fram feeling that they have been abandoned
by evervone in the towns.

Lnder such conditions, political forces
which Dave been completely margmahised
over the last eight months — especially the
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anti-semilic, conservative nationalist forces,
harboured by the hardliners in the party and
encouraged by lormer Interior munister
Moczar's Veterans™ Association — could
begin to gain a following. The regime would
hope as in 1968 and, to some extent in 1957,
to use these to atomise the opposilon,
The very scale of the social and economic
crisis means that the balance of torces bet-
ween Solidarity and the regime cannat
remain frozen at its present level lor long,
Solidarity has gathered massive strength
because it has olfered people hope o a
desperate situation. [i 1t reluses to do things
that build that hope, they could atl too easily
fall away lrom it. As that happened, the
regime would be able to refurbish the old
mechanisms of repression in the localities
and 1n the factories,

An unstable eguilibrium

Yet that is not going to be an easy Jjob lor
it. All the pressurcs that wrecked the last
truce continue ta operale. The Russians will
be more warried than ever atter what they
will see as yet another surrender by the
regime Lo the union. The Western bankers
are still dilly-dallying over their terms lor
extending Poland’s loans. And Solidarity
continues 10 have a decentralised structure
which cnables local committees to fight very
cffectively over issues which the Walesa lea-
dership would preter to 1gnore.

The regime 1s planning a special party
cangress, in the hope that this will widen 1ts
base of support. But a congress alone cannot
solve its most fundamental problem: 1ts pre-
sent base is restricted to some hundreds of
thousands of middle ranking bureaucrats
who are bound 10 it by the very network of
petty corruption that so antagomses the
mass of workers and peusants. Any drawing
of new “untainted’ people into the structures
of control and into delegacies Lo the con-
aress is going to be bitterly resisted by these
bureaucrats. An all-out fight by the ‘refor-
mers' in the regime could only further para-
lyse the party and lurther weaken the
regime’s control over the country, This is
whalt the inter-party fight did in Czechoslo-
vakia in 1968 — and there wias no mMass
independent workers’ movement then, nor
was there the continued threat of a break-
down in the lood supply.

Another mechanism Lhe regime can ry 15
lhe establishment of participation proce-
dures in the tactories — so that workers
come to wentity with "their factory's efforts
to survive market pressures in competition
with workers in other factories. Ths, essen-
tially, 15 the aim of the economic reform
being prepared lor the congress, But to bhe
ellective, 1t would have to cut across the ties
of unity bult up in the stroggles of the last
eight months and embodied in the structure
of Selidarity in which craft and enterprise
distinctions have little place.

The regime s faced with a chicken and cgg
problem. [t cannot defeat or even ncorpo-
rate Solidarity without widemng its own
social base. But it cannot restructure and
hence widen ity social base in safety while
Salidarity 15 still & locus [or workers’
Jsplrations,

On top ot all this there are the divergent as
well as complementary interests al the Pol-

‘At the end of the day there
may be no way 1o prop up
his men in Warsaw other

than for Brezhnev to send.
his tanks rolling in.’

ish government and its Russian overlord,
The Russians do not wunt the regine to be
averthrown by an insurrectionary general
strike. But newther do they want at (o be
hecome more dependent on Western loans
Or Cven. In a certain sensc. to widen its social
hase — alter all, the wider 1ts social base, the
moTte secure the regime wiil teel about fol-
lowing the policies ndependent of or even
opposcd to Russian interests. Hence the wil-
lingness of the Russians te encourage those
in the police and elsewhere whose provoca-
tions could upset the whole applecart.
All these lactors suggest that the troce will
last hardly longer than the old onec. The
regime can hardly avoid doing things that
will either upsct the Russians or drive the
workers once again lowards mass strike
aclion — indeed, 1t may end up doing both.

it only won ttme for itsell on 30 March,
because there 1s not veta clear revolutionary
current inside Sobdartty arguing thar the
only alternative to  continued  sultering
under the present regime 1s 118 replacement
by a povernment of workers” counatls, based
on the very forms of workers’ democracy
out of which Solidaruy atsell i built,
Instead. the majority inside Solidarity sull
helieve they have no chowce but to leave
power in the hands of the government with
the urivn doing no more than moderating
Its wctions,

But the March crisis did begin to produce

4 political” polarisation within Sohdarity
aith. for the lirst time, the more radical
clements arguing openly against those the
Westlern press now praises as ‘'moderates’. It
is clear that in many localities workers
remain convineed they could have won aff
their demands with the threstened general
strike and will give a ready hearing to the
racticals. ‘This makes us think that another
major confrontation cannot be far otf.

Brezhnev's dilemma

The Russians have not wanted Lo intervene,
They realise that the costs can be immense,
If they cannot subdue Afghamstan, how ean
they be hopetul about forcing a larger, much
more industrialised nation (o submit. The
LIS was worn apart in the 1960s by a war
against 4 small, agnicultural country many
thousands of miles away. at a time when the
hoom stil] provided most American workers
with rising living standards, What could
happen to Russia if taced with a struggle
only & few hundred mites trom Moscow
against people raisimg demands of direct
appeal to Russian workers suffering cuts in
their own lving standards?

Yel at the end ot the day. there may be no
way o prop ap his men in Warsaw other
than tor Brezhney to send the tanks rolting
in. This onty shows ow deep te vrists 1s,
not just tor Kania and Jaruzelskic buttor the
Russian ruling cliss as well,
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NEWS & ANALYSIS

Will the GLC do the
Lambeth Walk?

Horace *Cuts’ Cutler and his County Hall
hatchet men may well be thrown out of
ollice in the forthcoming Greater [London
Counci! election on May 7th by a growing
tde of bicterness agamnst Thalcher's destrug-
Live policies.

Aber years of Tory comrol the GLC has
cut MMM jobs. paralvsed development in
areas where 1t is most needed and. having allowed
GLC estates to turn mto neglected slums, 15
now busily trying to sell off their housing
stock or pass the problem aon to the local
boroughs by lorced transfer. The Tory
approach to GLC services 15 to destroy
them. Ovwver the rhythmic chopping of the
Tory axe can be heard the oft-repeated
IMcantation: leave 1t 1o private enterprise’.

The Labour GIL manitesto offers a
cheerful alternative ta the ineflectual role
the GLC has sofar plaved. Perhaps the most
spectacular amongst an attractive range of
promuses 1n the mamicsto 1s the new trans-
port policy, All we have todoas uck the right
box in the polling booth and we will gt a
25% reduction in all London Transport
Fares, then to be frozen for an indefinite
period, along with an tncrease 1 bus routes.,
Also contained in this bargain package are

. more councitl houses (o be built; opposi-
tion to council house sales; a massive expan-
sion of all services: investment and jobs to be
cxpanded through a ‘Grreater London Enter-
prise Board'—and all this 10 be carried out
by & group contanung a larger number of
voung lett Labour candidates than ever
before!

Those more sceptical readers disenchan-
ted by decades of broken promises and
shoddy compromises under Labour, may
protest that a serious analysis of what 4
Labour G1.C s hikely to do must probe a
little deeper than their manilesto.

As an emplovee of Lambeth council, led
by Ted, the "Red Knight', [ have direct expe-
rience of just how tutile are the endless pro-
misgs, canferences and socialist postures
beloved of the Labour left, in the face of the
present attack on local government services.

Manifesto

Let us take the examptle of council house
sales, Ted Knight declared. like the GLOC
Labour manitesto. that he would firmiy
Oppose sales, ACTivists in tehants’ associa-
tons and tride unions were soon wrenched
aut of the talse optitmism this encoeuraged
when Ted Knight made bis tirst magor -
ture i Oetaber last vear and passed down to
NALGO members the nstruction (o carry
oul sales,

Fhe only real apposition to sales has come
froum ordimary tinton members in the Hows-
mg Directorate relusing to sell. However,
manadgenent hoas exerted considerable pres-
saure on members o carey out siades and the
stragele to hold our position has been
evhausting aond bloody, So much tor the
“hureaucratic resistange” that was ot first

promised 1o cover up Labour’s capitulation
to the 1980 Housing Act,

At a recent meeting between Ted Knight
and representatives ot the council unions |
had the opportunity to ask him for an assu-
rance that no staff would be redeploved
from helping to build council houses nto
selling them off. Ina devious attempt to play
the NALGO leadership off against our
branch. he replicd that since our dispute was
officially only over the provision of extra
staft to process sales, we should have no
objection 1o him ‘providing’ statt to do the
work,

‘Socialist’

Another example of this yvawning chasm
betweenactions and rhetonic was the Local
Government n Crisis conference of last
November. The conference, initiated by Ted
Knight to build a national campaign to
defend local government services, agreed a
policy including no cuts in jobs or services
by Labour councils. Yet again, though, acti-
vists who were carried away by the flood of
socialist” sloganising were to be brutally
disillusioned. Last month Lambeth Labour
Crroup deaided not to take a stand against
the Tory cuts, but rather to carry them cout,
Over 10 million is 1o be lopped off next
vear's budget, adding to Lambeth dole
qucues and destroving much needed servi-
ces. The caliousness of these cuts is exempli-
hied by the closedown ot a reception centre
lor homeless families and the attempt to
redeploy the stat?’ affected into vacancies in
another Directorate. This week a crowd of
efderly and disabled persons appeared hud-
dled on the steps ol the town hall. They were
protesting at the effects of Lambeth's cuts
package on them: spending allowances abo-
lished, food charpes doubied and hotiday
charges substanfially increased.

Baitled by the sheer scale ol these shifts in
policy, we must ask. why did Lambeth coun-
cil not make a stand on those very issues it
had bravely announced it was prepared to
tight over? The answers to this guestion
explam very well the cynicism of a cortain
Lambeth councillor who is alsoa GLC can-
didate, He told me that the GLC manitesto
15 largely based on assumptions about
government policy which are highly questio-
nable: that HIP grants would be main-
tained, that higher capual spending would
he permitted el

When deciding this year’s hudget T.am-
bath council were under attack by povern-
ment policies from (wo guarters.

First there are the cuts in Rate Support
Crrant, the money central government con-
trtbutes to local government. This grant was
previously tixed by a series of calculations
based principally on the amount each local
authority had seen fit to levy tor the services
that authority chose to provide, The Tortwes,
though.  have appropriated  to central
government the power to decide how much

the people of each borough cught 1o need
and to allocate rate support accordingly.

For example, the people living in non-
urban areas, who elect councils submissive
lo the Tory onslaught on local authority
powers were deemed to need more expendi-
ture this year, whereas those living in
deprived urban arcas, having etected coun-
cils like Lambeth, deserved to get less. The
sheer aggression and audacity of this appre-
priaten of power show how defenceless local
authorities are before a determined on-
slaught.

The second tactor squeering local author-
ity budgets is higher interest rates. Lam-
beth’s £10m cuts package aumounts to one
titth of the interest paid out to the city ban-
kers.

[Lambeth council had three options, to
give 1nto the Tories and bankers through a
substantial rate rise or through drasnc cuts,
or to lead an all out tight with the
government.

They were too scared to defy the govern-
ment and preterred ‘halancing the books™ to
risking surcharge, government commissio-
ners and the ruination of Ted Knight's pro-
mising career 4s a councillor ol the GE.C.

They were also too scared to place all the
burden on rates. A recent supplementary
rate levy in Lambeth had resulted in massive
demonstrations of angry ratepayers. Most

of the shops and many of the houses where I

hve still have *"NO° sign stuck in the win-
dows, meaning *NO to rawe nises’. Clearly
the Tories need not install commissioners to
replace rebel councils il rate rises mean they
will get voted out of office anyway.

The dubious solution agreed by this
archetypical left wing {.abour council was
cuts gad a 379 rate rise gnd a £4 rent rise,
Not only do they wield the Tones” axe by
cutting jobs and services; they rob the impo-
verishied working classes of Lambeth and
proudly proclarm themselves socialists to
their embittered vicnims., The future for

The Poplar way

LLambecth s one of more and more services
being cut only to be replaced by vet another
leatlet blaming it all on the Tories.

The only real alternative for Ted Knight
wis to follow the example of the Poplar
councillors who went to jail in 1921 for ref-
using 1o pay money to bodies like the Metro-
politan  Police. 1T Lambeth couneil
attempted to mobilise thousands ol workers
oo Lthe streets, as did Poplar council,
refused to sell off council houses and with-
held payments to the merchant bankers
then, of course., a vicious battle would ensue.
1 course councillors would risk surcharge
and a whole range of other legal actions.
Nonetheless, at some point socialists must
be prepared to stand and tight. Tt that point
has ot been reached by Lambeth now it
never will be.

H power does not lie in the counctl cham-
bers of Lambeth, it certainly does not lie in
County Hall enher: the GLC s subject (o
even more stringent fimancial control than
any other local authonity., FThe greatly
mcreased capital expenditure of Labour's
GLC mantesto will need  parliomentary
appraval through the annual GLC Money
Bill, which they are hardly likely wo get.
Will Webb

6 Socialist Reviow
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Banning the
Nazis or

bashing
the left?

Gareth Jenkins looks at the'

effects of bans imposed under® i

the Public Order Act.

Over the last month the authorities, on
police advice, have imposed wholesale bians
on demonsteations tn various parts ol the
country. I'he bans arise out of threats by the
various Nazi organisations to hold marches
and the likelihood of massive counter-
demonstrations. But once imposed they ban
all demonstrations.

The use ol bans scems e indicate a certan
shift in police tactics. Until now they
imposed them with reluctance, prefernng to
use Nazi marches as an excuse for maobilis-
ing very large numbers of police.

Perhaps they are finding the cost of such
police deployment is too high, now that
invaluable lessons in crowd control have
been learnt. Or perhaps they relish they abil-
i1y to stop numerous left wing or trade union
demonstrations for every fascist march that
is affected —— so, for instance, muckinmg up
the tirst stage of the planned TransPennmine
CND march as a by-product of & ban osten-
sibly aimed at a National Front demonstra-
tion tour weeks belore.

Despite this, there are still many on the
lett who feel that we should demand state
bans to keep the Nazis oll the streets. But a
briel glance at the history of the Publc
Order Act conlirms that giving the police
power to ban demonstrations provides them
with a weapon they will use against the lelt.

The Public Order Act was rushed through
parliament late in 1936, following the Baule
of Cable Street when thousands ot Bast
Fnders took 10 the streets and prevented
Mosley's lascists marching through the
area. In particular, the act sirengthened
police powers to prohibit processions und
torbade the wearing of uniforms ol a polin-
cal nature in public.

It 1s this lasi poeint, which applied niost
obviously to fascist blackshirts, that gives
rise to the argument that the Public Order
Act was a reluctant government's response,
under pressure trom progressives and the
lett. to the threat of Yascism. Certaandy thit
was the thrust of Labour Party propaganda,

But these most actively involved in the
anti-luscists struggle at the time, particu-
jarly Communist Party, did not see it like
that and oppased the bill. Unlike the Labour
Party, who had advocated keeping away
from anti-fascist demonstrations, the CP
had been the chiel inspiration and orgamsa-
tion of opposition to Mosley's blackshirts
and clearly recognised that the extension ol
state  powers would be used primarily
against the left, not the right.
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that the govern-

There is, 10 fact, evidence
ment had been thinking about introducing a
pubiic order act for some time 10 response Lo

lefi-wing activity. The hunger marches
organised by the National Uncmployed
Workers Movement had aroused police hos-
tility. and as early as 1932 the government
had considered (but fipally rejected} putting
lorward a bill 1w prohibit  processions
thought likely 1o cause disorder.

No doubt the disorder brought about by
lascist provocations, including the Battle ot
Cable Street, finally tipped the balance in
tavour of government lepislation. Butn all
probability il was the fear of large-scale anti-
fuscist mobilisation that came uppermost n
the government's mind.

Certainly, in its operation the Public
Order Act did little to hamper the Lascists
and nothing (o help the anti-tasasts. Some
cases for anti-semitic abuse were brought
against fascists. bul more often it was anti-
tascists who found themselves in the dock,
As tor the implementation of bans, the East
Fnd of London had a prohibition against
political processions placed on at and
renewcd every three months from 1937 o
1940, The recent month-tong bans have
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made life ditticult enough as it 15 — just
imagine, however, the eltfect ot a three-year
ban'

‘The final point 1o note in this conmection
is that the application of bans relieves the
tascists of having to organise to prove ther
strengrh, Police sources indicate that on one
occasion in the late 30s the fascists were
having difficulties in getting the reguired
numbers (or a march and would have been
glad of a ban {though they didi’tadmit i) to
avoid embarrassment. No doubt the Nato-
nal Front felt the same last month when
their planned march through Deptiord was
banned. Had it taken place, they would have
received a massive hammering lrom the for-
ces of the local black population and the lelt.

So., while bans are a backbhanded compli-
ment to our ability to mobilise against the
fascists to the extent that the police tear
disorder. we should not be lutled into the
behief that they are working on our behalt.
The evidence is 1o the contrary — which s
hardly surprising. Although the government
may dislike the fascists, it dislikes vs cven
more and in the name ot 'the publicinterest,
‘decency’, and Claw and order’ will take
every opportunity to weuken us.

IR A
e L

g
1

gl R
FE

et by WA E
Bowa ryEEYT
P W E S
o e R
A
e G wF ST

N . oo PR W
g i g e
TN

Lo v g R E R
e rnanPpEL i
&S F et By
s o ST S
PEEE Ltk
AR R
gﬁﬁﬂgﬁwﬁé

PR B

3 e G e e

P

EE-
Bhie i B B

wwuaugt BN
pee § ot Ao

gﬁé%ﬁ%i@gﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂgﬁil ariaon okt

;ﬁ;#ﬂ@%ﬁﬁ&*

.m%". ifa#»?m &ﬁ%
s 10 B’ RALE'S

;V#ﬁ;+-¢dm“ﬁﬁw”

W T w R

E@éﬂ; makes : ihe bulk ;

@f %Ezfafma@ f-éa;%’fg;:
’Jﬂ?iﬁai"

&
B

@i!ﬁpﬁ mﬁmfm
nf wﬁ%ﬁﬁm

mary; socsatists would: uy
cere mﬂx:mﬁa anid i hicn in governmont
*“%ir@iﬂ* «:prisone of W systenx that it is. ©

PO Y
NE
M‘*I réform .
tﬂ Fﬁ&i%?*#3&bd+!ir:-c .
Wl aam'm
e ot -l

wre Rl

;. i
L0 4
A ERRTEEL T

. o & o o
Fﬁ g et \ﬁﬁﬂw:

&&&ﬂhmkﬁfh’ '?xxh"

I I N

o

: m.
PEIIEE RN

LoEg REEE
.
WewaREET P

in office: Reonbuti-
that he i€ s

-

. 6%é€éﬁ,#
‘winivg okl ’.’“&{ b

,igép.a
-
K
PR

Foeowoved
I I

-

R
¢ nmEed

.-
PP S

LT 4
+

ﬁ .
ST T L

ca s R ETEFBmas IS
¥opogee bR F A

B TR S
e Bh WA EEREETE

I povernmeatis

Soclalist Heyinw 7



NEWS & ANALYSIS

Peoples

An opportunity

jobs | that mustn’t be
ooy | thrown away

At the end of May thousands of trade unionists from across the country are expected to convergeon
London to welcome the People's March from Liverpool into the capital. Organised by the North
West Region of the TUC, with the assistance of the Midlands and South East TLC7s, it is the first
real attempt by the official union machine to do something pusitive about two and a hulf million

uncmployed. Ralph Darlington looks at the prospects for the march.

The 280 mile Jarrow-style People’s March s
being billed by the organisers as the most
impertant event un unemployment since the
thirtics. launched alter the November
Eabour Party protest in Liverpool with the
personal backing of TUC general secretary
Len Murray, it is receiving wide ranging
support. Sponsors include twelve union
national executives, numerous Labour MPs
and a host of personalities including Spike
Milligan, George Melly and Jackic
Charlton. About 10,000 people are expecied
to join the launch of the People’™s March on
May Day in Liverpoaol, while another leg of
the march will depart [rom Sheffield. The
two will then wind their way through a num-
ber of major towns and citics ¢n rowvle 1o
London.

Local councils have been approached (o
give the marghers a civic reception: to feed
and accommodate them in municipal build-
ings; to donate free of charge, halls, cinemas
and theatres under their control, so that a
programme of social events can be arranged
to coitncrde with the marchers” arnival. A
petition has been produced for presentation
to parliament and a host of leaflets. posters,
car stickers, badges and broadshects distri-
buted to spread the message.

And the weekend of 29-31 May will sce
the arrival of the People’s March into
London with a huge pop festival with bands
like The Who likely to attract about 100,000
people, particularly youth. That will be tol-
lowed on Sunday 31 May with @ mass rally
in Hyde Pack and demonstration to Tratal-
par Sguare with delegations ol trade unio-
nists from across the country and speeches
from trade union leaders and Michael Foot.

A welcome turn

In the last few years the Right to Work
Campaign has been virtually the only natio-
nal body to try to organise against unem-
ployment. A whole sernies of unemployed
marches and protests under both Labour
and Tory governments won the Campaign
significant support and respect within the
trade unton movement. Last year over 2000
official trade umon bodies sponsored and
suppported the march from South Waies to
picket the Tory Party conlerence,
Nevertheless the RBight (o Work
Campaign—particalarly under [Labour—
operated 1n a climate where its imuatives
were more often (han not snubbed and
altacked by many union oliicials and the

TUC general council,

The fuct that union leaders who i the past
denounced Right to Work marches now sec
the value of organising the uncumployved lin-
ked to the trade union movement, shoubd
not dellect us from welcoming such an miti-
ative. That the TUC itsell hus organised a
major jobs protest can only strengthen and
deepen the nccessary resistance 1o the
Tories. All along the route there will be a
chapce to argue apainst unemploviment and
against the madness of Trident missiles: Lo
point aut that the wealth exists to guarantee
cvervone five days pay or five days work,
but that the priornies ot 4 socely deler-
mined by profits denies such a real distribu-
ton of wealth and resources.

Yet fdeas without gctron are worthless,
The magnificent victory of the Gardners
occupation in Manchester aganst redun-
dancies was anly won as o result of rank and
fite arifon.

A Tew months ago that victory stood out
alone in the battle against job losses. With
thousands more o the dole there are other
Factories and workplaces scatlered across
the country taking actian o detend jobs,

The most spectacular recent example was
the wrofficigd tank and file nuners strike and
ttying pickets which led to o major lTory
U-turn,. Aod the wowen of Lee Jeans in
Oireenock, the eneineers at Planscee in Shett-
chd, the Ansells hrewery workers and the
Camden pournalisis have all been tuking up
the balthe For robs,

The wspiration of  the unemploved
marching can be a tever to spread what are
still isolated and small struggles in the work-
places. But more 1s needed than just this,

Thines would be far better il the TUC
gencral counctl aceepted responsibility for
permancntly  organising the unempioved
mnta thelr own national union,

The Right 1o Work Campaign has been
encouridging dnlon bodies (o pass a model
resalution calling on the TUC o form a
Nationul Unemploved Workers Union, The
support it is receiving is an indication of the
concern lelt by many trade unmion activists.
Only the TUC has the resouces o establish a
national orgamsation, with the unemploved
as part of the wider trade union movement
and able to wina volce in the TUC congress,
A tightung union of the unempioved that
sought sohidarity with workers, particularly
those in dispute, would be a powerful force
toy reckon witl |

And a TUC march (hat vigorously cam-
palgned for stoppages 1 every town the
People’s March goes through. that took col-
lections for strikes wonld contribute to shift-
ing the mood of resignation to acceplance of
unemployment <o prevalent within the
movement at the moment. Tt would vividly
display that there was a real alternative (o
Thatcherismy, that the enthusiasm of the
unevinptoved  with  the muoscle ot the
cmploved could be moutded into a militant
industrial strugele against the Tones,

Unfortunately the pohtical direction of
the Peaple’s March offers na such perspec-

People remember the Jarrow march—but it ended with a whimper not a bang.

B Socialist Review
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tive. And the keyv organisers have wasted no
vme 1o writing ol the possibility of a TUC
national unemployed union.

The ttle *People’s March® encapsulates the
ditemimi, Instead of an angry unemployed
protest march akin to the Hunger Marches
ol the thirties, the North West Region
TVIC has chosen to take as s model the
Jarrow march of the same peraod,
The parallel 15 signilicant, The marches
organised by the Nauonal Unemployed
Workers Movement were Far bigger and
maore militant than the Jurrow march. Yet it
15 that one march which lor muny people
svinbobises the hungry thirties,
The mthitant NUWM recogmsed the need
Lo stop the unemployed vrganisations being
sulely charity secking bodies, as they so
often were. Tt understood the necessity of
convincing the unemployed that they showld
not allow themselves to be nsed as blacklegs.
and ol convinang the olficial rade umon
movernent of the need (o encourage and
co-operdte with the organised unemployed.
lts Hunger Marches were organised by men
and women who recogmsed that a passive
aceeptance of the inevitability ol unemploy-
ment had to be replaced by politics that saw
the need for massive social change. Yel
becanse the organisation was both militant
and Commumsi-led it incurred the disap-
proval of the oftfictal Labour and TLIC
leadership—similar to that given to the
Right ro Work Compaign,
The Jarrow march was quite different
Capirit, Itowas deteeminedly  non-politicad.
The agents ol the three major politeal par-
ties were involved in organisimg tt, and the

Crarchers were chosen w represent all sec-
Loy of opition, On the road they went Lo
chureh every Sunday.

The Jarrow town council did not wish to
be associatd with the subversive NUWM
and sa the Jarrow Crusade set ot for
London one week betore the Pyneside con-
tingent of the National Hunger March of
1936 was due to leave,

Despite these gfforts at forming a broad
democratic and people’s alliance, the execu-
tive of the Labour Party and the CGeneral
Council ot the TUC made no disunction
between the ‘respectable” Jarrow march and
the marchers of the NUWM. No help and
assistance came from these leaders.

When the crusade arrived in Londonon |
November 1936 no welcoming demaonstra-
tion had bheen laid on, and 1t was left 1o the
Communist Party to organise i reception.
Ellen Wilkinson, Labour MP. described
what happened in her book fhe rown that
was murdered.:

‘[ thought that we were guaranteed 100
per cent respectability. With the blessing
ol bishops, priests and clergy, subscrip-
tuons from businessmen, the poaternal
interests ol the Rotary Club and the
unarimous vole of the town council,
could anvthing have been more
constututional?

‘The Labour Party, however, drew out
and the TUC circudansed the rades
councils advising them sgainst giving
help. Soin places like Chesterhield, where
the trades and labour council obeved the
circular, the Conservative Farty weighed
in with hot meals and a place to sleep’.

Jarrow’s petition was handed into parlia-
ment without any debate and the Crusade
fizzled out like a damp squib. The Jarrow
marchers quictly felt London without any
farewell demonstration. Yet the tollowing
day the National Hunger March arnived in
London. The contingents lrom Scotland.
the North and South Wales were met by an
enthusiastic crowd of a quarter of & mifhon
wiorkers.

[t wis a dramatuc chimax and 1t had imme-
diate elfect. The government suspended the
introduction of lower unemployiment scales
and  agreed Lo [1ew
regulations.

The myths surrounding the Jarrow march

revise Ity

serve only to cover up the shumeful role of

the official Labour and trade unton leaders.

Allying with the enemy
The People’s March s not hikety 1o be treu-
ted in such a disgraceful tashion as the Jar-

row march, Untortunately the organisers of

the march have learnt hiitle from the histor-
cal parallel they have chosen (o adopt. Most

importantly they do not see the key role of

employved rade wafonists, the only people
with the muscle 10 actually do anvihing
about unemplovment,

Strenuaous. ctforts are bemmg made by the
North West Region TUC to sureteh the
broad democratic atiiance. as did the Jarrow
March, to mclude support trom church lea-
ders. Tory and Liberal MPs and employers
Organisiations,

A tremendous fanbare has been made that
prominent sposars of the People’s March
mnclude such notables as the Liverpool Inde-
pendent Mission of ITndustrnial Chaplams,
Sir Harotd Wilson (who presided over the
doubling of unemploymenty and Tyvsons, a
major bwlding contractor and a leading
Form in the CBL

[tv Shetheld the People’™s March orgunts-
crs have approached the Ternlorial Army e

relief

provide catering for the march and asked
the Women's [nsttute Lo help.

When the Liverpool march arnves in Bir-
mingham an open dir service outside the oty
cathedral ot 5t Phullips 15 to be held. In
Coventry, the cathedrai will be open all day
tor a4 day ot praver on behalt ol the unem-
ploved to coincide with the aroval of the
march. Even St Pauls Cathedral in
London—the wvenue for the Roval
wedding—has been asked Lo putona special
service for the unemployed.

By seeking the concept of "People's
Llnity™—by going for support lfram such
‘higher” authonties—it s actually diluting
the political tmpact of the fight agamst
unemplovment, .

Virtuwally  everybody 15 sympatheotic
towiards the unemployed—one could oven
argue lTorigs care about them. Yetsympathy
v not enough. The question 15 how do we
orgamse dgainst 107 The only organisations
who can really stem the tide against job
losses are instde the trade umon movement,
and it 1s there that the emphasis ot the march
should be placed. The unemploved don't

ANt prayers, they want gction and conitil-
frreatr from emploved trade unionists.

The march should seek solidarty from
engineering workers, dockers and print wor-
kers nol bishops and Tory MPs, Sympathy
will not shift anything—only orgamsation
between the emploved and unemploved will.

For soclalists the question obf workers
pewer—not  people’s  unity—is also  the
mechanism for the transformation ol soct-
cty. And the unemployved should be part of
that,

The North West TUC dectsion to res-
et the numbers marching on the People’s
Muarch to S, and the necessity of the unem-
ployed tinding a trade union body prepared
to sponser them to the tune of £1000 indica-
tes that m many respects the iniuative s
essentially a showpiece Tar the trade umon
leadership w cover up their past lack of uctiv-
Ity over unemployment.

Nevertheless, despite all these nusgivings
the People’s Marchimtiative, however polit-
leally mis-orientated, is likely to be the big-
gest demonstration against unemployment
seen for a4 peneration, And the Right to
Waork Campaign and sociabists cvervwhere
should play o tull part,

That does not mean eynweally sitng on
the sidelines snipimg and cniticising the
march. Socialists should energetically back
the People’s March, sponsor marchers in
their trade union arganisadons, send doni-
tion, prepare receptions of factornes and
workplaces to greet the march en route and
join the mammoth weekend of protest o
[.ondon o) the end of Moy,

Ad e same tme revolutoonary soctalists
need Lo sharply differentiate rhemsetves
within sueh o campaign, At every avalable
opparfunity  we  should  point our the
marel™s linvations, argue lor the impor-
inee of linking the wmremploved with the
crapoved, tor the pressing need tor a TUC
National Unemploved Workers Union, tor
sorlidarity with strikes, for na reliance on
M P, ot alone | DIy VTS Lo s perad
gofforr s the only o way tooger el ol the
Taries, lor revobutien, not oreboerm ol the
Ay sTeL.
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Tl re-run of the hunger sirike in the H-
Blocks marks the caadmination ol lour long
vears ol struggle mside that gaol, Byver since
the British withdrew political status in 1976,
they hgve met active resistence. The Dirst
prisoner Cleran Nugent, began the protest
by refusing ra wear prison untform, At one
paint, aver 400 prisoners jomed the blanket
and no wash protest, Now the stageissettor
the Tl showdonwn,

The stakes are tugh in this strugpele. Vie-
tory tor the prisoncrs would would amaouant
o a major break o the ‘criminalisation’
straafegy of the Britsh, 1t could Tead to the
emergence of a4 mass movement for British
withdriwal, Deleat, at the hands ot That-
cher. though, would set the movement back
vears. The demoradisation that would tollow
the political defeat and wsolatton of mlitant
anti-unperndists, could clear the way bor a
mew attempl at o “permanent solution™ 1t
would alsosedd a major Nillip to the growing
right-wing Paislevite motalisations,

Yot the campatgn in support of the pris-
cirers s pot ot toa slow stact in [reland—
North and South, On rhe first day ot the
hunger strihe 8000 people turned up on the
demanstration n Beltast, compared Lo
250000 last ume arcund. The Catholic
chiurch fele confrdent enough te attack the
hunger sirtke as "maoratly evil®,

Hﬂuﬁhlican myths

There are many reasons for the slow start.

Miss muovcienls cannt be turned on and
oIl like o tup—desite republican myvths
dabout the eliects ol a llerow hunger strike.
That 15 particular]sy the case when the last
himger strike ended i massive confusion.
The thousands in the streets outside and
sonme ol the prisemers inside simply dod ot
avcept the Provos  claam that they had wona
viclorw Lt secret deal, The British govern-
ment may hiove made concessions i the con-
dittons und adminstration of the prison.
But it had not been farced to concede polin-
cal stadus and when all was said and done,
fhat was the issue.
Iy Lhe South. the Fl-block campaign fuaces a
daitticalt upll batde, Bt cannat rely on an
clder spuntancoens anationalist appeal. bt
necds 1o raese the H-block ssue on oo class
butsis: arziing politically that workers have
adirect interest moresisting repression. Yet
e campaign has been somwewhat reluctant
to Gk thas approach,

Isreadd it has concentreated much ol s

cltrts om appeading o the rank and hle of

the covernime parts, Danna Fadl, i the
hope that they will put enough pressure on
the premier Hawghes Lo wlhisper o Thae-
clwr™s car, Yoo Fanng Faos republicansm’
Fors alaavs been <kin deep. 1t is o populist
ritlme cliss oty that will caompmgn as
e on Ly sond order or breaking strikes

. A The second
— | hunger strike

as 1t would on the Norch, One thing ts mem-
hershup shy away from completety s any
real strugple.

~Nevertheless, despite the slow start and
the political conlusion ol the leadership, the
H-block campaign has succeeded in reor-
ganistng. Action groups dare operating all
aver the country. The by-election in Ferma-
nagh with Bobby Sands. the hunper striker,
standing will add a major Boost (o the cam-
paign. Mujor demanstrarions will be taking
place throughout Ireland in April.

The very fact of the campalgn’™ existence
pomts tooa central weakness in the Broush
ruling class strategy, The sim of ity ‘crimina-
bsation” pohey was grudually o drive the
Provos into the corner of the pure “Lerrorist”
(ype campalgn by removing any pohticul
lcpitimucy from them. The prisoners were to
be 1solated, regarded as lirtle more than van-
dals. The Fact that thousands have marched
and struck for the prisoners proves that rhe
British ruling class has wdeologically lost the
battle.

At anather level, there 1s o general British
rubing class demoralisation with the North,
[ver sinee the collapse of the power sharing
CXeCcutive, 418 primary aim has been to use
the machinery of direct rule to prind down
the “extremists” in the hope that g moderate
centre waould emerge. The cnimmalisation
strategy was simply part of that overall pro-
cess. Bul thal obrective 1s now turther away
then ever. Furthermaore. the cconomic crisis
N Britam tsell has meant rhat 1t cannot
create the condittons with which to impose i
solution,

Faced with the possibiliny ol a perman-
antly unstable Northern statelet, Thatcher
has [ooked south to Haughey, Tt not as vet
clear how serous the Tornes are in their
attempt e invaolve the southern ruling class,
Clertaunly they have no principied objection
torit. Haughey for bis part s saving: "We are
prepared to play our part i imposing stabil-
iy, W have clearly proved our rrustworthi-
ness by the extent ol our cooperation on
security, Ui time o act as partners”

There s gqueee o Tot tn it Lor Haughey, He
necds to play the green card o cover up the
FVIUWIINRE econamic mess in the South, With
Inflation running at 21%, rising unemploy-
ment and massive publicdebt, he must mowve
against the working class. To be ahle o
bring about the historie goul of “national
ity Haughey will sell anvithme, Member-
ship of NATO 18 being oltered to please
Thatcher’s  wider  strategic interests. A
tederal Ireland’ s his stated objective, In
stmpler (erms 10 means d restored Stormaont

regime 1n the North and o continuation of

redctionary Catholicism in the South,

The major apposition to the possibalioy of

4 Haughey-Thateher entente comes trom
I osvithiste workers, For orhe Tast decade the

L niomist monolith has become increasingly
tragmented. 1L cannot unite around a strat-
cgy ol impasing Protestant supremacy, Bul
irean still elfectively come together to fighta
threat from the outside. Paisley, by focusing
an the external "threal”, s successtully mak-
g o bid for Unionist leadership.

The massive destruction of lster
idustry—with unemplovment now hitting
the propovtion of the "30s—provides the
ammunibion of frustration and anger for the
Puslev campaign, In the absence ol a social-
st force, Paisley™s argument that the des-
truction ol industry s part of o “British
ceonomic withdrawal® finds ready cars,
Protestant  workers are moving to  the
right—but only because they have heard no
alternabive,

The prospect of a Paisleyite leadership of
Lovalism faces the anti-imperialist move-
ment with daunting tasks. Lovalism must be
taced Tull square, Victory vn the H-block
issue would contribute to that, But in the
longer termis, soctabists have to budd a loree
that can direet 1ts energies to sphitting Prot-
esrant workers irom Loyalism,

Kieran Allen

El Salvador:
The state of

the war.

Jenny Pearce provides a
run-down on the forces
fighting the Junta and their
successes and failures so far,

The Umted Slutes may not have been suc-
cesstul in convincing the world that the
Soviet Bloe and Nicaragua are supplying El
salvador’s guerillas with arms but it did
succeed i focusing world attention almaost
exclusively on that issuc. As a result the
internal as opposed to external aspects of the
war have received little serious analysis, The
left also, i tts undoubtedly well-founded
concern with US imperniadism’™s rele i the
country, sonwtimes give insullicient atten-
non to the internal torees: EF Salvador is in
the throes ol a class war as well s a national
liberation strugele.

The Farabundo Marti Liberation Frong
wits tormed (owards the end of 1930 and
marked a new stage m the move towards
unity ol thelourzuerillag organisations which
had begun witl the tormation of the Umitiedd
Revolutionary Command (DRLUI) 19 May
198 coordination of military strategy now
became possible, These four organtsations
are: the Popular Tiberation Forces (FPL).
the Armed Forces of Nattonal Resistance
(FARN the People™s Revolutionary Army
(ERP) and” the Salvadorean Communist
Party (PCS). The PPL are the Lirgest of the
organisations, while the ERP has a long his-
tory ol emphasis on the military struggle and
s purticularly strong in Morazan province,
the PCS s the most recent convert to the
armed sernggle,

The FM LN number about 4,000 men and
wornen with at foeast 6,000 reserves; contrary
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to US claims, they are not patrticularfy well
armed. The M-16 is their most sophisucared
weapon but they have noanti-aireraft weap-
ons and 4 lot of their cquipment consists of
abd hunting ritles and hand nade bombs,

in January 19%1 the FMLN launched an
offensive. The media referred to ot as the
puerilias’ linal offensive and presenteditas a
failure. The guerillas culled it a ‘general
oltensive” and deny that it twmled: according
to Shalick Handal of the PCS the objec-
tive was “to begin the stape of the General
Oftensive, spreading (e war w all parts of
the country; passing trom purely dispersed
guerilla actions to military campaigns Co-
ardinated within a single plan: ut the same
lime passing to operations using larger mil-
itary units. with morg important armaments
including sone artillery piecestand carrying
out operations that combine guenliawartare
and torms of regular war’. 1t seemys that the
guerillus also atmed (o show thor sfrength
belore Reagan's induguration, andsome sec-
tors of the Salvadorean leltelearly siw this as
a prelude to negotiations towards 4 politieal
settlement.

The oftensive was not, however. successiul
enough to canvinee the United States that a
negotiated settlement was the bestway oul o
the crisis. A major <rror wits the Tallure to
consider workers' defence in the capital, <o
that the army was able to crush the general
sirike which was culled on 13 January by
murdering and terrorising the worhers.

The guerillas' tactics have changed since
(he oftensive, and they now talk ol a prolon-
ged popular war, the original strategy ol the
FPL rather than the TARN who favoured
moving rapidly into an insurrectionary
phase. Thetactics nowinvalve harassment of
military posts, CMporiry oceupiaLions ot vil-
lages, destruction of electrieity pylons and
power stationy, road blocks und the burmng
al cush crops to provoke economic collapse.

The guerillas ave al Limes close to San
Salvador and u setious threat o the capiral
might well be the excuse tor more Jireer LIS
military intervention. Jeis unbikely however
that the guerillas could achieve this i the
near future: at present i looks 45 it there will
be a protonged wirr in which neither side cun
win i complele viCLory,

One member ot the ElSalvadorean armed
{orces s reported to huve sald 1t would take
four vears to deteat the guerillusandaturther
seven to higuidate them altogether. The
Americans on the other hand appear suthicr-
ently optimistic to talk of a victory 1n six
muonths fellowed by elections,

The prospect of prolonged war a ndd
increasing US involvement bas led toanum-
her of initiatives t bring ahouta negonited
settlement, notably from the governments ol
Mexico, Panamaand West (Grermany. Abrict
louk at the political forees in the country
supuest however thait such ininatives are
hased wore on wishiul thinking than on
realistic assessment of the siluation,

The pohitical wing o the PMLN 1 e
Democratic Revolutionary Front {(FIIR])
formed in April 1980 T consists of the miss
popular organisations which are also Itthed
up tothe military organisationsalready men-
tioned:

The other fmpurtant aroups m the FCR are
(he Revolutionary Nationalist Movement
(MNR) o small Soaal Demecratic party,

. R, el
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An American trained murder gang
in cperation

and the Sowvial Christian Party (PSC), the
progressive wing of the Christian Democral
Party.

This broad alliance is iraught witha num-
ber ol contradictions. 1ts spokesperson 15
Guitlerme Ungo, leader ot the MNR and well
connected in the world of international
Social Democracy. He has been an impor-
tant figure in gaining Furopean Socid
Demacrat backingforthe FDR. but whide his
retormist position has won internatonal
backing the MNR's soctul base remains
smal! group of urban intelicctuals, Whether
negotiations actually take place wilt depend
noton Ungobut onthe revolutionary organi-
SULIU NS,

Mass terror

On the right of the spectrum there 15 ano-
ther figure who has gained his postion
mosthy through external support: the Presi-
dent, Jose Napoleon Duarte, Duarte nccu-
pics the Presidency entirety because of LS
backing. As leader of the Christian [emo-
crat Party, withiasmall base o supportin San
Salviador where he was mayor for 12 years.
Duarte has been used to convinee the world
that the US ivsupporting the retorm minded
centre. In reality Duarte has nomasssupporl
and s readiness to negotiate with the
FDRA remains  meaningless  while  the
cxtreme right continues to dominate the
government. The militacy hardliners 1n the
sovernment, fed by General Garela, Minster
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of Delence. make a larce of 1S clamms that
this is a government of the centre.

The army is respansible Tor the mass terror
n El Salvador, the dily assasinations, Kid-
nappings and torture ol workers, peasints
and students. The exact Hgure is unkonown,
some suggest it s approaching F7U00 deaths
since January 1950, The army tabout 16,000
men). the recipients of generous US miltars

aid (USEIS 4 million worthyand naw FeCeIv-

ing sophisticated US training (there dare now
56 American military advisors o B Sal-
vador, including a team of Green Berelsh
together with the paramilitary Organisations
arc carrying outa campagn ol iguidationon
hehull of one of the most reactiondary oligit
chies in the world.

The US project to combine crushing the
lett with a programme of economic moderni-
sation huas no apparent soctal base m o the
country. The oligarchy refuse toaceept even
the maoderate agarian relorm proposed,

They are more likely to continue to wark
for 4 right wing coup such as that attempted
by D'Abuisson carly in March, in the hope
that ultimately the US may have noalrerna-
rive but (o do the same,
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First time farce,
second time tragedy?

Andy Durgan reports that the failure of the February Coup in
Spain doesn’t mean that the threat from the right has been

reduced.

Since the abortive coup of 23 Februa 'y, the

situation in Spain has deteriorated rapldly.
It ts clear to the army (hat their position is
not going to be threatened from any of the
cstablished partics or the King. There is
ample evidence now (hat there was wides-
pread support for the coup both among the
officer corps and civilians, Arms were distri-
buted wtthe HQ of the Mascist Fuerva Nuewvi.
and several civilians. some known fascists.
were seen mstde the cecupation ot the Span-
sh Parltament.

Despite this support, both within and out-
side the army. the response of the potitical
torces has been weak and vacilluting, The
King's wurnings against any serious purge
have heen tuken to heart by the Centre
Democrat government, Only o small num-
ber of officers are Likely to he punished.

The reaction of both the Communist and
Soctalist Parties has been abject in the
extreme. Rather than attempting to mobilise
mass opposition to the fascist threat, they
remain twitally commitred 1o a peacelul and
gradual trunstormation of the state machine
built by Franco. For the last four years they

have undermined workers' struggles by
pointing to the spectre of a right-wing back-
last. Now 1t has happened, they can aniv
offer more concessions o the right in order
not to bBe ‘provocative’. Further, they are
creating the most neredible iHusions in the
rght-wing parluimentary parties by going
on joint demonstrations with them—even
thuugh large sections of these parties don't
fundamentally disagree with the Army’s pro-
gramme but fust quibble about the methods,
Leading the non-provocation stukes is
Communist  Purty  scorctary Santiags

Carille who has stepped up his eilogies to

the King as the man ‘who knows how to
detend the constitution®, Carrille's touching
tarth 1n ‘the institutions of Spanish demo-
cracy” (such as the army and the Civil Guard
perhaps?) led him 1o describe parliament
after the coup attempt as ‘the most fitting
place o die’,

This grovelling by the Communists and
sociahists has led to a shiftto the right inside
the fuctortes, Symptomatic of the new conli-
dence among the emplovers is the refusal of
their organisation to sign a new ‘social con-
tract” with the sociatist trade union.

The Basques

But the centre of the government wing
oltensive remains the Busgue Country. The
key decision of the right wus to send troops
there to assist in ‘anti-terrorist operations’
and to patrol “tension areas’. The predie-
table resutt wus a rapid escalation of repres-
ston, Scores of members of the radical
nationglist pro-ETA coalitton Herrl Batus-
una have been rounded up. All public activi-
ties of the revolutionary lett have been
prohibited or smashed, But repression is
nothing new to this embattled arca. Last
vear, 2,140 people were detained there, most
under the notorious Anti-Terrorist Taw.
Very, very tew ol those picked up were con-
victed but the majority were subjected 1o
beatings and torture,

Butl support for those lorees fighting the
army. concentrated in ETA (m), is likely to
be hardened by the increase in repression.

The armed struggle enjovs considerable
Muss support thaough this tends 1o be con-
centrated i certain areas of the repion,
Herrt Batusuna, who openly support the
armed struggle, received up 1o 40% of the
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A demonstration in Bilbao in support of ETA

vote 1n the last elections in some industrial
areds.

However, the situation in the sirca isnti
helped by ETA {m)s emphusis on the mil-
itary struggie. It fends ammunition to the
retormists and to the conservative national-
18t tarces of the Basgue National Partv in
their hysterical anti-ETA campaion. Things
are further complicated by the attucks on
ETA (m) by the *moderate” split-off, ETA
{political military). The party that supports
it, Fuskadiko Tzkerra continualty  aliy
themselves with the reformists and nationzl-
1SS, going so lar to describe Herri Butasuna
as “tusaists” and ETA {m)as the main danger
to demuocracy.

But the response of Herm Batusung 1o the

coup reveals the ltmitations of their poliics.
Their ultro-left analvsis of the present
regime being essentidly similur to Trance's
led them to declare that the coup was
‘Spanish’ not 4 Busque aftair, and they \Up-
ported none of the protests against it, In
lact, ETA {m}seems hell bent on pProvoring
tutl-scale military intervention in the Basque
country. shooting two colonels immediatety
after the coup attempt,
The threarofasecond coup attempt is a very
real one. Not because of terrorisim hut
stmply because the state machine. especially
the police and army, has been lefl intct
since the death of Franco. The recent order
by General Aramburu Topete, head ol the
Civil Guard, that Franco's partrait should
be placed alongside the King™s ix onlv the tp
ol the iceberg,

The army seem intent on regaining its
historic role as arbitrators  of Spunish
politics.

Anather coup?

Who will stop them? The bourgeoisic
while they may not be wildly enthusiustic
about the idea of a military government.
don’t scem necessarily prepured to do a
great deal to prevent it. The working class
movement, though, 1s Tar from deud and
buried and remains the principal obstacle
to any military coup. The crucial guestion
remains whether they can organise the msel-
ves etfectively to scare off the right. That is
why the criminal policy of appeasement of
the Socialists and Communists can only
increasc the chances of anather coup. Mil-
ltancy remains. but it can be dissipated us
long as the workers remain tied to their lead.

Not surprisingly there is a great deal ol
tear for the future amaong rank and file mil-
iants given the feeble response ol ther Jeu-
ders. The inittative of the two  main
revolutionary arganisations, the MO {(Com-
munist Movement} and the LCR (Revilu-
tUonary Commuriist [cague) to call for jomt
work imn favour of a broad anti-fuascist move-
ment Is extremely positve, They arguee cor-
rectly  that however distarted  Spanisl)
democracy is, 1t is much beder than an out
and out military dictatorship,

Actions against the right wing threat
aren’t necessarily actions in tuvour of the
present regome, but vital to defending the
existence of i legal workers' movement. Bul
therr arguments must be turned into reatlety,
Cructal will be their ability to draw into
activity the growing numbers of dissatisfied
mititants opposed to the present lesddership
of the reformist parties and unions,
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A murky
business

lan Birchal looks at the
contenders for the Prench
presidential clections

The persons who tramed the constitution of
the French Filth Republic were no tools.
Presidential ¢lections every seven yYeurs, par-
liamentary elections every Five years. both
by dircet universat sutfrage. As a result
Frapce tinds itsell in an almost permanent
pre-electaral situatton,

As o result the lortheoming presidential
elections (scheduled Tor April 26 and May
10} rachate nothing so much as boredom,
The leading conteaders —retiring president
Giscard, Gauliist Chirac, Soctalist Matte-
rand and Communist Marchals—uare wll
tamiliar laces who seem o have been
around tor 4 long time. Giscard’™s probable
victory {though polls suggest it could be
close-run thing) will come more (Tom tack of
enthusiasm at thie alternative than from any
positive merits in Giscard'™s record.

When he was clected m 1974 Geseard pro-
mised to restore the econonue balance ot the
country within thirty months. In fact. des-
pite the much-publicised scundals (notablh
the Bokiassa dhamonds) which have charac-
terised his regime, the most stohing fact
about Giscard's seven years in otfwee his
heen the consistent deterioration of the
ECONOMY.

Over the last five veurs unemploymini
has doubled, reaching a figure of 1680000
at the beginning of this year. Inflanon has
risen from 99 1o 1447 a veur over the sune
period. Meanwinle various soctal SCULETTEY
alfowances have been vut,

Giscard’s vears ot otlice Tave been juae-
ked, not only by new laws strengthenmng
police powers. but by an alarmngrise in the
degree of brutality and open racisi on the
part of the police. And new Liws have been
mtroduced aiming a0 200 000 repatriations
of tmmigrant workers per year.

On oan international Tevel Gscard hus
continucd to defend French imperialist mte-
rests i Alrica, While be hias been in power
French troops have nude military iterven-
dons in Mawnitania. Zaire and Central

Almica In France's West Indian colomes ol
Guadeloupe and Martinigue repression ot

mutionalist movements contimnues,

Criscard’s Tmlure to win the confidence of

large scctions ol the Trench DUOUrTeOIsw 1%
shown by the widespread support tor Jac-
ques Chirae, the candidare who clanne the
muantle of General de Guulle (although, as
always with dead prophets, there are rival
claimantsy, e s promising o cut pubhe
spending by 30 tranes {about 00k
i1 s first vear in ofliee,

Mitterand

Giscard
Chiscurd™s greatest asset is the disarray of the
retormist lett, Never since the mid-sixtics
have relutions between the Socialists and
Communists been so had, and rank-and-tite
trade union cooperdation between miliants
of the two parties 1s often rendered almaost
improssible.

Miterrand, who has just enough chiance of

winning to make hun wary of promising
much, s wiging a largely negative cam-
paign. He s concentrating on unemploy-
ment. the need For an aliernative to Giscuard.
and FranceTs robe in the world, While Mitte-
ramd’s srecusations that Giscard represents a
privileged clique are undoubtedly true, there
i nothing in Mitterrand’s policies that goes
bevond the limity ot o timarous nationalist
retormism. Indeed, some ol his sharpest
crivicisms of Giscard have ceatred on the
fugt that Giscard is not ant-Commumst
enotigh—that he was not quick enough n
condemning the Russian vasion ol
Alghamstarn.

A left alternative

Murchais' campaign, unhamperced by any
danger ol victory, 1s marked by a demagogic
leftism. atrmned maore at Mitterand than Gis-
card. (Though Marchais™ populist image
wirs somewhat dented by his recentinability,
an television, o answer a guestion about the
price of a Parts underground tcket). But
ahove all the CP~ policies are marked by
decp nationalism: Marchais has called lor
the nationalisation of the Michelin company
hecanse (0 invests abroad. The CP's recent
CUmpaigns  against imngrants are, of
course, notorious (the Moroccan OF has
recently  denounced  the “rictsm’ of the
French party). The other nuiin plank of
Marchais” politics has beenta slavish delence
of Russian foreign policv—ithis too has
iaken o knock recentlv, as a resull of un
articte in Prenveda which spoke highly of Gis-
card's record. especially 1 foreign policy,

The CIPs current seotarian line s
causing  problems o i own runks,
Scarcely o diy goes by bur Lo Monde carries
reports of CP members being” expelled.
resigning, or signing manilestos calling tor
cudical changes in the party, While such
activity s lurgely contined o the party’s
inteflectuals, there s evidence of decp dis-
contentt., which might erupt in more dra-
nutie torms aiter a bad clectoral result

O he Nirst roand of the election, Miter-
randd will probably ser sometliung over 200,
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and Marchais between 15% and 20%. It is
therefore obvious to anyone who can count
that Micterrand can only win on the second
ballot if the CP vote switches behind him.

Both sides, however, are plaving hard-to-
gel, and studiously refusing to enter into any
negotiations, Murchais has refused to pro-
mise CP support on the sccond ballat while
kecping his options open by saying that he
may call for a vote for Mitterand if the CP’s
vote on the first round is high enough.

Marchais has been demanding that Mitte-
rand promise to include Communist minis-
ters in his government. Mitterrand has,
however, refused to have any truck with
this, thereby usefully improving his appeal
to the middle ground as a solid anti-
Communist, Mirterand stmply hopes 1o get
Communist’s votes without making any
concessions. He will get seme, but probably
not cnough,

The revolutionary left

Since the 1974 election the Giscard regime
has intreduced new electoral regulations
making it harder for candidales outside the
political mainstream to run for the presid-
ency. All candidates now need five hundred
signatures from certain categories of elected
olticials—primarily mayors.

The only candidate ol the revolutionary

ettt who seems certain (o run 15 Arlette

Laguiiler, of the Trotskyist orgamsation
Lurre Ouvridre, who got over half a milhion
votes in 1974, 7.0 has a smoothly function-
ing apparatus, and is clearly more adept at
chatting up mayors than anyone else on the
lett.

Unfortunately  Laguiller's campaign
seems to be contined to the level of abstract
propaganda. L announces, quite correctly,
that the workers should ook to struggle, not
the ballot-box—but fails to offer any advice
as to how such struggle is to be developed.
Moreover, the propaganda is nol pitched at
a very high political level. The main posters
for the Laguiller campaign bear such slo-
gans as: "To tedl them some home truths,
Arlette Laguiller’; *Arlette Laguiller, the
ptain-speaking ol o woman of the people’—
and even ‘Ariette Laguiller, tor all women.’

Alain Kriving, of the [igue Communist
Révolutionnaire, (French section of the
Fourth International) is also hoping (o
stand apain, as he did in 1969 and 1974,
although the LCR scems to have had trouble
linding {riendly mayors over the last two or
three months,

At the opposite pole trom £.0. the LCR s
putting all its emphasis on the reformist par-
ties. The LCR holds that the defeat ol Gis-
curd is a necessary precondition for any
significant rise in the level of class struggle in
France, and therefore 18 giving priority to
the demand ik e CP and Socalists shall
agree 1o suppon the best-placed lehh candi-
date on the sccond round. This denmand,
while not incorrect in selt, seems (o chan-
nel all the LOCR’s propaganda into purely
parliamentary forms. A typical LOCR poster
reads: O the first round, Vote Against Gis-
card without voting for the sphitters, Vote
for Aln Krivine.”

in short. the Trench presidentials ook
like bheiny o bitter harvest lor all
concerned—ucacept Giscard d'Estaing.
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BRIEFING

The Con that cuts wages

Youth unemployment has for some while been a concern dear to the heart of the TUC.

Small wonder, then, that they leapt at the chance three years ago to be seen to be
doing something about it when the Youth Opportunities Programme was introduced
by the Department of Employment’s Manpower Service Commission. In the last few
months, however, their uncritical support and involvement in the scheme has come
under fire from a number of unions who are beginning to realise that unpaid and un-
unionised labour presents a threat to their members’ jobs.

Over two-thirds of the kids involved
in the Youth Opportunities Programme
{YOP) are placed within the ‘Work
Experience on  Employers’ Premises’
component  of  the scheme. Any
employer who can convince the MSCO
that he can provide work of a ‘useful’
kind, together with some training

will  be supplied with
‘tramees’ off the dole queues. These
trainees can be expected to work up to
40 hours per week for £23.50,

Obviously, such schemes are open to
an enormous amount of abuse. Although
employers are only supposed to take on
trainees to do work that would not
otherwise get done, and wet to take
them on (o replace workers made
redundant | al lcast 2{) per cent
of employers have admitted to doing
just  that. And more recent figures
suggest that the real proportion is
much nearer 60 per cent. A third of
¢mployvers have also been using the
scheme to vet new staff without having
to pay them full wages during their
probationary six monihs,

Some unions arc beginning to wake
up to this fact, but the trade union
movement a8 a whole seems to be quite
unaware of the sheer scale of the Youth
Opportunities Programmme. The govern-
ment this year intends to provide nearly
balf a million young people with work
under the scheme

the union response

Not surprisingly, it is in the public
seclor that the unions are first starting
te  fight back against this. With
permanent jobs visibly going down the
drain as a result of expenditure cuts, an
almost limiiless supply of unpaid labour
can only accelerate that process.

In January NUPE’s Welsh Divistonal
Council pul a stop to union approval of
all new YOI schemes because of the
threat both to their members’ jobs and
to Ltheir negotiated rates of pay. This
decision was rapidly overturned, how-
ever, by the arrival of the big boys from
London saying that this wasn't union
or TUC policy, and a South Wales
official was disciplined for carrying out
his mstructions nol 1o cooperate further
with the MSC(,

In March, NUPE in Herttordshire
withdrew from negolialions over the
Tory-controlled County Council’s plans
to Lake on 100 YOPees for the same
reasons,  The CPSA, whose members
admmmister YOP, reaffirmed  at  last
year's conference their policy of having
nothing to do with the programme, In

December 1980, though, the executive
overturned the conference decision and
has been campaigning through the
union journal for branches to give
support to the scheme,

NOT 4 BAD cup
TEA CONSIDERI Al 7y
YOuRE ONLY ERkrn e
HRLF wiig T fwe
TER LABY USED To GET

Unions in the North-East, the Mid-
lands, Manchester, Liverpool, South
Wales 4and London are now looking
much more closely and critically at the
sorts of schemes they are being asked to
approve, and in a number of cases are
refusing to do so without substantial
guarantees that no jobs will be lost or
threatened as a result,

Al national level, the TUC and union
execufives are still taking the view that
the union movement has a duty to help
kids find jobs, and that work experience

provided by YOP is a valuahle means of

doing so, This argument, however, is
one that really doesn’t stand up when
the facts are looked at more closcly.

A lousy deal

When the Youth Opportunitics Pro-
gramme started in 1978, a trainec had
an 80 per cent chance of finding a job
after his or her placement. That’s now
down to 40 per cent and falling fast,
Most of the half-million people on the
scheme this year will find themselves
back on the dole queues in six month’s
Or a year’s time with virtually no chance
of a permanent job.

The ‘training’ provided by empiovers
is often minimal, and certainly bears no
comparison with that given in traditional
apprenticeships (which, incidentally, are
now running at half the 1968 levels)
Education facilities laid on at local
lTechs and FE colleges by the MSC often
amount te no more than a few sessions
on how to fill in application forms and
how not to completely balls-up a job
interview,

From the trainee’s point of view, the
programme 1s pretty lousy. The ‘train-
ing allowance’ of £23.50 which should
have gone up last Noevember, was frozen
and there’s now litlle chance of it going
up again hefore November "81. Many of
the trainees are working in miserable
conditions in shops and factories with
little chance to meet other kids on the

scheme.
[n Manchester and in London, YOP

trainees are making moves to organise
themselves to fight for higher allowances,
beiter working conditions, improved
education and training facilities, and for
union recognition, CGreater interest is
now also being shown by some unions.
NUPE and the T&GWIUS {n some areas
are prepared to recruit the trainees
and are slowly coming to terms with the
challenge of organising among 16 and
17 year-olds who have little or no
expericnce of trade unions, and whose
terms and conditions of ‘employment’
are  vastly different from those of
youngsters in proper johs.

Fighting back

In an economic and political climate
significantly changed since the pro-
gramme was first mooted, there is no
doubt that it presents the union move-
ment with serious problems over the
defence of jobs and the undermining of
wage levels. Nevertheless, YOP s here
to stay for the foreseeable future and,
locally, unions will have to learn how to
exercise to their best advantage the
considerable control Lhey can have over
the way the scheme is operated.

Every new YOP scheme must have
local union approval before it can he
starled. Unless hbranches are gware of
this and make their interest known (Lo
MSC Area Boards, it is far too easy for
the MSC to go over their heads and get
approval from a dozy shop steward or a
local union bureaucrat. And aithough a
branch may nol be able to do anything
about the appalling rate of pay. they
can shll negotiate successfully about
working conditions, hours of work,
proper training facilities and decent day
reiease courses. They can ensure that
they arc involved in the induction and
training programmes for new trainees
and that fhey have a chance to talk to
the kids about joining a union.

Trades Councils also have a role to
play. Nol only can they push the TUC
to ensure that training allowances are,
at the very least, brought into line with
mtlation each year, but they can draw
up standard criteria for branches to use
when checking whether schemes sub-
mitted to them are satisfactory. This
may help avoid Lhe situation where, when
one union refuses {o endorse a scheme,
the MSC start huniing around for an-
other, less meticulous, one to do so.

Above all, the active and critical in-
volvement of local unions must be used
to  make sure that the government
dovsn’t get away with the use of the
programme as a cheap way of selling
permanent jobs and disguising the effects
of culs,

Christine Kenny

Hlustration: Sophie
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.abour Party members have been very active in the new CND movement. The Labour party
nativnal executive called the first big London demonstration of the new movement in Junc last
year, supported the huge CND demonstration last October and gave its endersement (0 last
month's CND labour movement conference. With veteran Aldermaston marcher, Michael
Foot, the new leader, it is not surprising thal many anti-missile activists arc beginning to see
the clection of a Labour government as the way to ban the bomb. Is that sound palitics or
hopeless maivety? Pete Goodwin looks at the evidence.

There is absolutely nothing in Labour™s past
periods of office Lo hold out any hope for
CIND supporters. The record has been suc-
cinctly summed up by right wing Tory MP
winston Churchill during rhe recent House
of Commons debate on Trnident:

‘It i thanks to the Brtish TLabour
Party that Britaon today has an indepen-
dent strategic deterrent, [t was Clement
Attlee and a small narrow group of cabi-
net colleagues who ook us down that
road. He was followed by the Right
Honourable members lor Huyton
(Harold Wilson) and for Carditt South-
East (Jim Callaghan) both ot whom
plaved a major part in devoling upwards
of £1000 million ol delence resources on
the Polaris improvement programme,
code-named Chevaline, They did so

withoul mentioning it in the House of

Commans”,

Ax we shall see, Winston Chuarehiall has his
own reasons For saving this, But no-one on
the Labour side contradicted him. And for
the good reason that what he said s absolut-
ely true.

Up until the traumatic {tor them!) vote for
unilateral nuclear disamament at the 1960
lLabour Party conference. Labour feaders
wire quite epenly tor the British bomb. The-
redatier more duplicity was involved.

Take Labour™s 1964 clection maniicsto;

“Ihe Nassau agreement (Just nade by
the Tory government) to buy Polars
know-how and Polaris massiles trom the
LSA will add nothing o the deterrent
strength ot the Western allianwe. ., Nor s
it true chat all this costly detence expendi-
ture will produce an “independent British
deterrent’. It will not by independent, 1t
will not be Briush and it will not deter. Jts
pussession will impress neither triend nor
foe..,

“We are not prepared any longer (o
waste the country’s resources on endiess
duplication of strategic nuclear weapons,
We shall propose the re-negonation of
the Nassau agreement.”

Nat very radical, positively more-NATO-
than-thou, but nevertheless positive com-
mitment to get rid of Brinshk nuclear
weapons in general and Polaris 1n particu-
tar. Within weeks of getting oflice Harold
Wilson had decided, as he explains in has
memuoirs that the Polans programme was
too tar advanced and therefore he would
hreak his promises and continue with it. Or
was Lhat the only reason? Apother right-
wing Tory. Julian Amery, had this to say 10
the Trident debate:

‘T asked Lord Mountbatten once whal
was his greatest achievement as Chiel ol
the Defence Staft, He told me that it was
convincing Denis Healey and Harold
Wilson of the need for a British nuclear
deterrent, and un independent one’,

The lact that ten vears atter Wilson Hirst
accepted Polaris as (oo tar advunced 1o be
worth stopping, he {and then Callughan)
spent that £1000m moderinsiag I Segms (o
bear Amery out,

The Conference

All this mav, however, be thought o have
changed with t(he decision of the 19580
Labour party conterence. What was thut
decision? '

In fact four resolutions on nuclear disar-
mament were passed there.

Two were unilateralist. Composite 44 cul-
led for “a commitment in the Labour Party
manitesto o wnilateral nuclear disarma-
ment” and Composite 45 demanded “that the
next Labour Party mambesio... must include
a [irm commitment apposing British partici-

pation in any defence policy based on the
use or threatened use of nuclear weapons: a
pledge to close down all nuclear bases, Brt-
ish or American, on British soil or in British
waters...’

Two were multilateralist. Composite 43
considered that “the satety of the Britush
people... will be best secured by multilateral
disarmament...” and called for “urgent dis-
cussions 50 that Cruise missiles need never
be based in the United Kingdom and the
Soviet Union abandons its own 8520 misstle
systerm’. Composite 37 demanded  that
‘governments take seriously the pledges they
maude at the United Nualions spectal session
on disarmament in 19787

There is therefore something here for eve-
rvone. The left can take policy to be 4d und
45, the right cun comlort themselves in 43
and 37.

All four motions were recomuended tor
acceptance by the natonal exvoutive and all
were passed on a show ol lunds. The debute
saw little passtonate contlict. Hugh Jenkins,
tor example, seconding the unilaterakhist
composite 45, went vul ol his way w reus-
sure doubters that 1t did not involve with-
drawal from NATO.

What 15 also interesting ubout the debate
on these motions at conlerence is that there
was none of the ‘light, tright and fight agauy’
apposition from the right-wing that accur-
red in 1960, Perhaps this is because they
have learned since then that they can sately
tive with unilateralist conference resolu-
tions. Because 1980 was not the first time
that conlerence has “gone unilateralist” since
1960.

In 1972 it carried a unilateralist motion
simitar in wording to the 1980 Composite
45, Tt said ~... This Conference is opposed (o
any British defence policy wlich s based on
the use or threatened vse of nuclear weapons
either by this country or its allies und
demands the removat ol all nuclear bases in
this country.” Tt wias passed on a show of
hands, with NEC support (given by Joe¢
Cormley!)

By 1973, with an election approaching, a
more tightly worded resolution was put o
conterence. not only reatfirming the 1972
policy but demanding “the ctesing down ol
atl nuclear bases, Brinsh or Amertcan, on
British soil or in Brinsh waters” and
demanding that this pledge be included n
the general election manitesto

This time, perhaps also with a view to the
approaching clection, the NEC opposed the
unibateralist motion. Nevertheless 11 was
carried on a card vote by 3. 166,000 1o
2,462,100,

That, then, was how conterenee policy
stood when Labour took oftice n 1974—
and proceeded to implement the Chevaline
Polaris improvement programme! In other
words, o unilateralist policy. ot feast s clear
ds todav's, was simply and guietly 1gnored.

What would ciuse real entburrassment
the right wing would be g couplmg of the
unilateralist position with s abvious corol-
lary, withdrawal trom NATO, Much of thy
official Labour left tudee this issug. but
nevertheless 1t s been put to conference on
a number ot oceastons . Last vear 11ws the
only resolution in the delonee debate sl
the NEC opposed. [t was deleated ona card
vote by 6.279.000 to $26,0000 By the way,
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those who beheve that left voling strength at
conference 1s at an unparallelled height
should note that in 1973 the anti-NATO
resointion got 1,425,000 votes)

The next government

[t the last Labour government simply dit-
ched a umlateralist conference policy are the
leaders likely to compose the next one of any
different mettle? lrue they are making
rather more luss over the question of
nuclear weapons than their predecessors in
opposition. But what sort of fuss?

Take the House of Commons debate on
Trident on 3 March of this vear. Labour’s
argument was |ed off by Brynmaor John, the
shadow spokesiman on defence, and pre-
sumably the man most likely to be minister
of defence in the next Labour government.
Mr John, it should be remembered, is not a
man who oot 15 Torced to accepl in the
shadow cabinet by the votes of right-wing
Labour MPs. He was not clected Lo 1, but
wils appointed (o his position by the leader.

Brynmear John is opposed to the Trident
programme. So is the rest of the Labour
lront bench (so, by the way. are the Social
Democrats, the Liberals, and, it is believed,
some Tory ministers, though a sprinkling of
Labour rnight wing die hards, like Douglas
Jav. are in favour of 1),

But why?

Mr John has picked up one or two picces
ot rhetoric from the new movement. *The
new peneration ol deterrent 15 passing from
deterrence to the capability to light a sophis-
ticated nuclear wat...” he said to get himsell
out of one tight corner. But, as he said in
opening, ‘the main thrust of the argument
against the independent sirategic deferrent,
and in particular Trident, will be based on
delence and economic grounds.”

It 15 the same old pre-64 Harold Wilson
argument that the deterrent 1sn’t indepen-
dent and simply wastes money duplicating
American bombs. You can hear the echocs
af the 1964 clection mamitesto when Mr
John complans about spending *a great
deal ol money on a project which adds httle
to deterrence’ and thus having “to distort the
whole of the rest of our detence eftort”

And it has the same more-NATO-than-
thouw approach to the Tories. Against their
open  belief 1 an  independent  British
nuclear deterrent Bynmor John- proodly
attirmed:

‘Honourable members on the govern-
ment benches may not think the NATO
alltance a5 worth the line words... Ruy {
helieve in the words of the affiunce and 1
am eonrient to refy upon them.”

Over Cruise, perhaps?

CH course Brynmor John has always been an
opponcnt ot unilateralism. But what of
Michael Foot? Surcly this Aldermaston vet-
eran 1% an altogether dilterent matter? And




‘Members on the government benches may not think the NATO
Alliance is worth the fine words ... But | believe in the
Alliance.

Brynmor John (Labour irent bench spokesman on Defence)

he, alter all. will. barring acadents, be the
next Labour prime minisier.

Michacl TooCs most recent major stale-
ment on puelear disarmament wis eoan
interview  with David [Jimbleby on the
BBRC's Panarana on 23 March.

Foot did grve some faily clear answers,
(O Cruise ton instance:

Istill hold to the view that Texpressed
belore T was elected to this job. that.n
my opinion they should be seov awiy
because 1 don't believe they add 1o our
profection.’

And  would  he
progrimme’
"Yes, wndeed.”

cincel  the  Trident

But lus answer to David Dimbleby’s sup-
plementary wus rather less certuin bt the
Trident programme had already been initia-
ted would he cancel 1t}

“Yes, indeed. Tthink we would.. | hope
we would come inina year or two's time
and 1 think there will be tull ome Tor us to
put inlo operation our policy on the
subjeet.”

Remember Wilson's reasons tor keeping
Palars,

Once we come on to the subject of Pulars
the old untlateralist begins o ger really
shirky

“Well, | think its goimg to fude out of
existence. That's & different matter.”

Such tuding would bea very slow pro-
cess, because, at the moment, Polaris 1
scheduled to be operationat until the fiest
hall ot the 1990s,

S0 would Foot, Dimbleby usked, as
Prime Minister support Britian's unila-
teral nuclear disarmament? His reply 15
worth quoting in tull:

‘Nov. il those subjecrs, which are per-
feetly right ones tor you to rarse and for
the country (o put to us. there's nododg-
ing 11 gt all—all those subjects are going
ta be comprised in the discussions we're
going to have in the next few weeks and
what we will present to the country ut the
next election but, becuase we know that
we will presentit openly and fuirly so that
peaple will know what they re asked o
vote about, but what [owant to stress s
the immediate danger of the whole race
being intensified over the next coming
weeks and months and we want to get
negotiations started even before we get
back and T believe that we can play i
consideruble part—not going only to he
Labour Party but in association with our
[eltow Sovialist Parties Europe. [ believe
we can play aovery considerable part
changing (he whole internatfonal
atmuosphere,

xr

[ only wish the British government was
as eager 10 change that atmosphere as we
are.

Dimbleby noted that Foot hadn't ans-
wered the question. Was (hat because he
hadn't made up his mund? '

‘Nov, [under ... the Labour Party has to
make up its mind then (o present it to the
country and we witl do it tairly and we
are sull having discussions about 1t and
these are great wsues on which people ..
intelligent people have to discuss but |
don't want anvbody to be .. any misun-
derstanding ol the urgency that we attach
Loy the question. There s no matter 50
supreme as this one ol getting the world
on the course ol disarmament instead of
rearmament,

AL the moment, we are engaged 1na
reckless course to disaster,’

Clear as mud! And if that 15 what he s
saving now, what on eurth wilt he be doimng
when he 15 1in ofliee with the Chiet of the
Defence Statt breathing down his kneck?

No wonder the Tories are openly mocking
about the Labouor leadership’™s recent con-
cern over nuclear wedapons. In the speech m
the Trident debate we have already quoted
from Tory MP Winston Churchill made the
usual ritual accusations of Labour rejecting
the ‘bipartisunship that has served ths
country and its people tor so well and so
long” and of Michael Foot's elecuon to the
[Labour leadership being  welcomed by

Radio Moscow! But then he turned to the
lutere;
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‘1 tirmly believe that in the unhkely event
(hat the Right Henourable Gendeman and
his colleagues {the Luabour [ront bench)
should ever hold high office aguin, once
armed with the facts, even the Right Honou-

rable member for Ebbw Vale (Michacl

Foot) will find that his patriotic nstncts
will lead him to recognise thai Tor Britain
unilateral disarmament would be a dange-
rous gamble... (and) will lead him to reject
the position he now holds.”

{Given the record, given Brynmor Jfohn,
given Foot’s mind boggling evasiveness,
there 15 only one thing that can prove him
wrong. That s if OND activists renounce
siuviours from on high and butld a move-
ment of such strength and vigilance that 1t
will force @ Labour, or uny other, govern-
ment o ban the bomb torever.

A new pamphlet
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The trend towards a
new cold war is
provoking arguments
between the various
capitals of the ‘“free
world’. Tim Potter
looks at the cause of
these,
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The move towards (he new cold war liesin
the breakdown ol the model of Western
security constructed after the end of the
second World War,

In 1945, the LJSA emerged as the absolut-
ely deminant power in the West, Militarily it
possessed  overwhelmingly strength—it
dlone had the A-bomb, the guasrantor of
supremacy, and 1ts armies were still fresh
and intact, 1n comparison o the shattered
Furopean lorces. Economically, it was just
as powerful—as late as 1953, 1ts gross natio-
nal product wuas more than twice that of
West Germany, France, Ttaly, Japan and
the UK combined. Through the world mon-
¢tary system, set up in 1944 at Breiton
Woods, the supremacy of the dotlar as an
internationat currency was underlined,

I'rom these two bases of power, military
and economic, the US took on the job of
nolicing the world,

This modei of US dominance was already
showing signs ol weakness in the early

1964,

But it was the events ol the late sixtics and
edrly seventics that provoked the real hreak-
down of the post-war model of a dominant
USA and passive. Furopean side-kicks.
Economically, the costs ol providing mil-
iary cover for the whole of the West had
dramancally weakened the USA. The EEC
and Japan, unhindered by the need 1o make
massive military investmants, had grown far
taster than the USA and were threatening 1ts
econonmic  dominance  everywhere,  The
Luropean NAT( members now have a
combined GNP greater than that of the
1’SA. The collapse ot the Bretton Woods
systemt 1n 1971, which had ensured the eco-
nomic dominance lor the dollar, was only
the symbol ol a generalised cconomic dec-
line, The USA, while still the most impor-
tant singlc cconomy in the world, lor ten
vears now has been unable (o dictate 1o s
allies.

Military, the situation was much maore
dramatic. The defeat in Vietnam demon-
ted to the world that the LS coul

,f




: the rulers divided

" o

ponse the nugor European powers began 1o
move towards 2 more independent role over
a runge of problems: the most obvious being
the Middle East and relanons wiath the Rus-

Cs1an bloc.

The disagreements within the Western
alliance came to o head last vear - Schnudi
and Giscard couldn't hude therr low opinton
of Carter and his palicy, The tarcical boy-
cott of the Olvmptes and the splits over the
trade embargoes aimed at fran and the
LSSR were only the highpoints ot a growing
split within the allrance.

The last months of the Carter adiministra-
tion and the first 100 days of Reagan’s rule
show a new strategy arising, one which, i is
hoped, will again puarantee US supremacy
but with the burden more equally distri-
buled amongst the sdhies, The aim is to weld
the West together again under the leader-
ship of the TISA ] 1o reassert 1its control over
the markets and raw matcrial supplies of the
Third World and to beat back any threat
that these arcas could shitt into the Soviet
arbit or nto independence,

El Salvador 1s the test-case of the new
shift.

But while 1tis comparatively edsy tointer-
vene in I Salvador, the US fices imstances
of *Soviet subversion’ or ‘international ter-
ronism’ throughout the world—the Middie
East, Namibig, Furope. South East Asia,
the hist goes on. And the US can no longer
altord touct onits own. {t needs the Western
ailies to share the burden,

Specificatly, the LSA wants s allicsto do
three things: first, to nerease their military
capacity, so as to release US troops m
Europe tor action in hotter piarts of the
world and to be able themselves to join the
US ettort elsewhere. Second, to give the US
political backimg  for ity anti-
Commurnist crusade, And, Nnally, (o agree
to somte voluntary co-operation m solving
the economic dilficuloies confronting all the
Stales,

AOMme

Omn all three of the tasks the allies are
Nesitating, IFirst, (o take partin the interna-
tonal arms race 1~ a highly expensive busi-
ness 1o pered where all the Western
governments are trying fo ocut spending.
Despite Curter™s erder 1o the allies
(o rase delence spending

macy of the 'S 15 the best method of
reasserting order to the *Free World', What
they fears that in some part of the world the
US. with perhaps their unwilling support,
may get bogged down into ancther Victnam
which this tme could escalate imo a genera-
lised clash with the Lastern block, Much
better. reason the allies, to back those mode-
rate forces which can stabhihise the troubled
parts of the world and keep them safely
within the Western sphere of inftuence.
After all, the strategy worked in Portugal,
und ity ex-colomes, and they haven™ given
up yet on Nicaragua. Zinbabwe and cven
Itan.

While the strategy 5 a bit more subtle
than America’s mulitarsm (m no scnse 18 1t

motre  moral’ or *better”. The Furopean

slales are not above direct political and nul-
itary intereterence outside their boundaries:
France was involved in the Chad civil war
and sent its paratroopers into Zaire to prop
up the corrupt regime of Mobuio in an ope-
ration which could be taken as a model for
the Reagan administration,

The potential contlict between the USA
and 115 allies 1s clearly exposed inall the hot
points of the globe,

The Middle East

In the long
run., s remains
the most impaortant
problem for the West,
The over- throw of
the Shah. the invaston ot
Afghanistan and the power
of OPEC showed just
how much the West
cortld be hit by the
arca’s instabthity, The
LIS response to this

has beent 10 take the 2. ;

hirst steps towards the setting up. ! >
of a Rapid Deptoyment Force based E‘-“"g
i the Middle East. Only Thatcherhas 3

the ather allies have given 16 a very
lukewarm reception. despite the
fact that they receive
e

i

siven the plan her full support—all '“"g
4

&
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majority of theiwr oil from this area. They
realise that the RDE may be seen by the Gulf
states not as 4 defence against a Sovict threat
but instead as an attempt by Western imper-
alism Lo re-impose 1ts traditional control
over Lhe area.

For leaders like Schmidt and Giscard the
return (o what 15 not much more than crude
gun-boat diplomacy 15 insufticient and may
even be counter-productive. What is needed
15 an attempt (0 solve the roots of Middle
East instability, in other words the problem
of the Palestinians, Only if that can be sol-
ved can stable alliance of pro-Weslern states
be butlt up. That is why the EEC is continu-
ing its well publicised course of inching
towards recognition ol the Palestinian Libe-
ration Organisation in the teeth of Ameri-
can and lsraeli opposition.

Southern Africa

The same sphit appears 1o be taking place
here. The USA appears to be switching back
to a straight forward defence ol the South
Atrican regime and its malitary might in
holding back the liberation movement in
Namibia and subverting Angola. This 1
anathema to the EEC, for it carries the risk
of uniting black Africa against Western
backing for apartheid. Yer countries
like Nigerta arc now much more important
cconomically to Britain, France and Ger-
many than South

ALTICa.
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Latin America

Reagan has muade El Salvador the *stucking
point’ of his anti-communist crusade. He
has demanded the support ot his allies, yet
they have been extremely reluctant to grant
their political cover to his adventures there.
" What they are most preoccupied about 15
that heavy UUS involvement could spark off
nationahst and perhaps anti-capitalist senti-
ment not merely in the iIsthmus but increas-
mngly in the o1l rich states of Mexico and
Venczuela—iwo rapidly developing econo-
mies i which Europe has invested heavily.

Europe and Oetente

A key point of Reagan’s new course is the
idea of ‘the indivisability of detente’—that
the events 1n any part ot the world affect
relations with the USSR everywhere, For
the European NATO states, this lcaves them

-right itt the front iing, German and French

diplomats are only too aware that 4 future
war between the super-powers could be
[ought using Europe as the battle ground,
leaving the two principal countries relatively
imact. The Europeans then have a wvital
interest in continuing arms himitation talks
and ot trying to negotiale major trade deals
with the Eastern block. Not only does 1t
make EBEurope and the LISS5R mutually
dependent but it 1s also excellent business,
In Washington atself, the Sunday Times
reported (8 March), *a bitter internecine
struggle (which) ulira-conservatives are
fighting in the wings against the
comparative moderates’. The split has led to
a conunucd incoherence with compares well
to the chaos of the Carrer administration.

*To take the past week as an example. the
W hite House has formally disavowed the
State Department twice, Mr Haig was
obliged to backtrack on his own words,
and the dismal sequence ended with the
prestdent’s press scerctary disowning one
ol the White House's own advisers.”
(Ciuardian 23 March)

What s so fur lacking in the USA vet, is a
mass protest movement against Reagan and
his toreign policy, but in West Germany the
roon for manocuvre for Schmidt is being
narrowed by growimg opposition  both
within his party agamst nuclear power and
weapons  and  on the  strects.  Stmilar
developments are taking place in Holland

“and, of course, o Bricaim,

These movements do worry our leaders,
do Toree them on to the defensive and do
widen the contradictions hetween them.

Wo shoold leave the last word 1o Richard
Adlen, Reagan™s national securnily adviser:

“Haght now, the second largest party n
Bricain has adoped as part of its ollicial
programmnie the renunciation of nuclear
wedpons, We are even hearing in other
countries the conwemptible “better red
than dead” stogan of o generation apo.”

He was wrong about the Labour Party
{see the artcle 1o thas ssuc) bot we could
prove him right about the ‘contemptible
slogan” of we develap owr activity in the
CND.

The largest
mass movement yet

The most striking thing about the anti-bomb movement to date is its sheer size. It is
much larger than the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign was at its height in the late 1960s,
It is probably larger than CND was in the early sixties. It is a mass movement.

Although there are numerous peace
groups and anti-nuclear groups, which
have grown up in the last few months
or have been churning on for years, the
main pole of attraction is undowubledly
CND., Many of the other groups are
busy changing into local centres of CND.

Some examples will indicate the
scale of the movement:

Bristol area CND has 1100 members,
In Moseley in Birmingham, CND
claim that about three per cent of
the local population are paid-up
Members.

In Leeds, the town CND has 200
members and is reprinting its mem-
bership cards to cope with 4 new
influx, There are 150 people 1n the
local END (FEurcpean Nuclear Dis-
armament) group. There are 200 n
the university CND. There are >0
the poly CND, There is & big Youth
CND. On top of this, there are a4 mass
of other local groups which share the
same basic aims,

In Burton-on-Trent, two people called
a planning meeting and 100 turned
up to join.

In general, the campaign s now
erowing rapidly. There seems to have
heen a bit of a lull around Christmas but
today the new members are flooding .
somelimes, it seems, CND does better
in the small and medium rowns than it
does in the large cities. While there 15 a

lot of CND activity in the vast sprawl of

London, it does not really compare with
the tiny places with a population of less
than 2000 up in the Yorkshire Dales,
where showings of The War {fame have
attracted audiences ol around 100, or
five per cent of the total population,

There are still some areas without an
active group, and in case any of our
readers find themselves in that position,
this is what to do bhefore reading the
rest of this article:

| Advertise &2 founding meeting in the
local press,

2 Book The War Game and hire a big

hall.

Adverlise Lhe showing as widely as

possible,

4 Print tots of local membership cards
and think of lots of local activities.

5 Show the film, and you are away.

Of course, the number ot activists
who are prepared to aitend regular
business meetings and work consistently
for the campaign 15 very much smaller
than the hundreds who will come to a
hig public meeting or film show, but it
15 still verv considerable. And people are
very, very, keen,

In FEdinburgh 110 people sat through
a crowded two hour business meeting
withoul batiing an evelid. In residential
Whitlev Bay, around 70 people attend
regular business meetings, In nearby
(osforth, the person we talked to said
their group was a ‘small one with only
thirty or so aclivists prepared to attend
regularly.” In Derby, out of 800 people
whao came to the first big public meeting,
around 40 are regular attenders at the
monthly business meeiings.

Usually the level of activity is very
high. A well-known socialist teacher
active 1n Hackney CNP, who 15 noted
for the hard work she puts in to every
campaign, remarked: ‘My good God, the
pace 15 killing! People are so keen.”
There 15 an 1mmense range of local
activities, There have been mass leaf-
lettings, pickets of  bunkers, street
meelings, streel thealres, local  ggs,
regular stalls 1n shopping areas. local
marches, and hundreds of showings of
The War Game,

Besides purte business meelings and
large events, some groups have organ-
ised day-schools and series of meetings
dimed at discussion and education. in
CGrosforth, for example, the local CND
and the Adult Fducation Department
have organised 2 successful senes of

Cad
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well-attended meetings on *Nuclear War
for Beginners’. They have led to very
lively debates which have helped people
work out the argumenis they need to
build the campaign.

By every standard that you can think
of, CND is going very well indeed. Many
thousands are prepared to make at least
some contribution to the campaign. The
pecple who have worked flat-out to
build it deserve every congratulation.

Winning the workers

For all its fantastic success, NI} faces
real problems 1n the coming months,
The history of CND in its {irst flush of
the 1960s proves that it, just like every
other mass campaign, can both grow
very quickly and decline just as quickly.
While that 1s not an immediate prospect,
it 18 very likely that there will be set-
backs of a less severe nature in the com-
ing months. Already the most far-sighted
people in the local groups are racking
their brains for fresh activities which
can keep up the momentum ol today.
Again, there are large seclors of the
population that CND  has barely

"touched —the manual working class is

the most obvious, but there 1s a vast
untapped potential among yvouth which
is there for the takmng. And, sooner or
later the national direction of the cam-
paign will become of critical importance.

None of these problems are insoluhble.,
Take 1{he question of working class
support, CND needs & big implantation
there if it is to have any hope of winn-
ing. Fhis 15 necessary not just hecause it
represents a2 huge untapped source of
activists and support but because it is a
decisive force in society, (Campalgns
which are built purely on street mobili-
sation are the ones which arec most open
to the ‘shooling situr effect” of rapid
growth and decline. And they are also
the ones which find 1t most difficult to
achieve real results against an entrenched
enenly.

The enemy of CND is very entrenched
indeed: it consists of the whole ruling
apparatus of society. The backers of the
bomb run the media, they run big

business, they run the political parties,
they tun the civil service, they run, of
course, the enormous defence apparatus.
[t will take more protest marches,
cven enormous protest marches, to shift
this enormous sacial force. It will require
an oppostte and greater social force.
And there 15 only one other sacial force
of that scale in society: the organised
working class. Unless the vast mass of
trade unionists can be won over to a
position of active support for CND, a
readiness to use their industrial power
agaimst the bomhb, then CND will fail
for the second time around.
There is no reason to suppose that

this is 1impossible: working class people

are no less threatened by the bomb,

and they are just as open to argument

and persuasion as any other sort of
people. It is simply a question of doing
the work.

The trade unions
But the current shape of CND

makes this rather difficult. The bulk of

the activists in every local group are
‘middle class’: they are men and women
in their twenties and thirties from the
middle grade of white collar work.
Ma:xty of them are completely new to
political activity of any sorl whatsoever.
Some, perhaps the majority, are mem-
bers of trade unions, but they do not
automatically make the connection
between the union card in their pocket
and the struggle against the bomb, for
they are rarely experienced trade union
mililanis,

It 15 not that CND members are
hostile to people with horny hands and
working-class accents. On the contrary,
most CND members will, when asked,
agree that support from the working
class 18 vital to the campaign. Much
more impeortant is thal the unconscious
attitudes are nol those which lead them
to think automatically of how to go
about getting working c¢lass support.
Unless there is a clear input of expen-
ence and 1deas this area will simply fall
by default, or at best consist of the very
vapuesl  links with the local rtrades
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council or lower-level union official.

A lot of the things which are almost
second nature to regular readers of
Nocialist Review dare new to many of the
people in UND. The idea of targeting
spacial  leafletting at counoil estales,
and of holding special showings of The
War (zame at times and in places where
council tenants can get there easily 1s
not an obvious one to local CND groups.
The idea of leafletting factories and
holding factory gate meetings in the
dinner hour on a sunny day 1% a new one.
The fact that it is possible to walk into
a wcll organised factory, ask to see the
convenor, and get her or him to raise
(’ND on the shop stewards” commattee,
is not widely appreciated. Even syste-
matic work to get evervbody who holds
4 CND card to raise the issue in their
trade union branch is not at all common,

In facl, this sort of work can have
surprising results. In  Gloucester, a
commitment to  trade union  work
showed that the composition of the
local group was rather differeni from
what it looked like on first sight. It had
been dominated by a few articulate
middle class people, but the new direc-
tion reveaied thail there were 4 surpris-
tmgly large number of ordinary workers
there. The group turned out (o contain
builders, factory workers and un-
emploved people. As a result of some
hard work, there have already been a
number of showings of The War Ganie
organised by trade union branches.

A more dramatic example comes
from Bristol, where there was recently a
big dispule between bus workers and the
lacal transport authonty over the colleo-
tion of higher fares. A local CND group
produced a leafiet headed *Buses nol
Bombs’, leafletied the bus depol and
called for supporl tor the bus workers’
march, The leaflet went down very well
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and about 70 CUND supporters joined
the workers® march. There were
fwo responses: the local TGWU branch
wrote a letter of thanks to CND and
sent three delegates to the Manchester
conference. The regional leadership of
('ND, described by the author of the
leaflet as ‘anti-working class liberals’
iried to make a witch-hunt out of it,
but failed miserably. There has since
bheen a small but successful local {rade
union conference,

Not all of the local efforts to turn
towards the working class have been as
successful as these, of course. In Whitley
Bay only three peaple mentioned their
trade union affiliation on the member-
ship list. But it is early days yet, and the
polential is undoubtedly there. Even at
the most elementary level, the organis-
ing committee of Edinburgh heard a
speaker from fhe Lee Jeans occupation
and collected £57 at the door. Most
people in CND accept the ‘Jobs not
Bombs' slogan as a principle and only
need a little advice on how 1o go about
making it more than a slogan to be
ready to respond to this sort of initiative.

Young people

Youth work is another area in which
there are already lessons to be learnt.
Most CND groups attract a number of
young people along, but there is a
danger that they get bored with the sort
of meetings which appeal to people ten
and twenty vears older than them, and
all but the most dedicated start to drift
out of active invalvement. On the other
hand, where there are independent
YUND groups which organise their own
meetings and activities they can attract
a mass of young people. It is possible
not just to organise on an arca basis but
even to start to build groups right down
at the level of the school, These can
mobilise very large numbers of yvouth:
Rirmingham YCND last month took

You can overkill
us 50 times,

but we can only
overkiff vou
49 times.’

SWP pamphlel by Peter Binns on
the new weapons syslem and how
they threaten your lile. 40p [plus
10p postage). Buik orders £3.25 {or
10 post free from Socialists
Unlimited, 265 Seven Sisters Hoad.
London, N4.

1000 voung people through the centre
of Birmingham in the pouring rain.

The vouth groups also illustrate an
important poaint about the struggle
against the bomb. In every case, the
bomb starts to hring up much wider
issues: for example, why is it that a
country like Russia, which calls itself
‘socialist’ is armed to the teeth with
nuclear weapons aimed directly at
ordinary people here in Britain? This
process takes place much more guickly
among youth. Whitley Bay is a text-
book case. There the CND group was
slowly boring away the young people it
had attracted. They decided to set up a
youth group and have quickly bulit up
to 70 people. The speaker at their first
meeting was amazed that the discussion
quickly turned to everything from
Northern Ireland to Afghamistan. And
the group is, understandably, most
enthusiastic about “Jobs not Bombs”,

People from Whitley Bay YUCND
went on the Labour Party unemploy-
ment march in Glasgow and were
enthusiastic about it. Leamington CND
and the local Right to Work Campaign
picketed the army recruitment office.
With the armed forces spending a good
part of the summer going round the
local carnivals trying to recruit un-
employed kids for the slaughter, that
sort of activity 1s likely to be very
important in the next few months as a
local complement to the CND support
for the Peoples’ March.

And in Birmingham, the local fascists
decided to attack the YOCND march —
until they saw how bhig it was. One of
the things that is going to undercut the
NF/BM basc in the schools 18 their
mindless devotion to nuclear extermi-
nation.

The problem at the top

Finally, there is a problem with the
national organisation. It has done very
little to build the local groups. As one
person from Manchester said: *No one is
at al} aware of the national organmisation,
All the co-ordination is being done by
ourselves, There just does not seem to
be any national leadership. We never see
their publications —although we seem to
survive without them. N¢ one Knows
what the national organisation 15 arguing
for and frankly no one cares,’

[n fact, while the atmaosphere in the
loocal groups is usually fairly good, the
higher up the ladder one goes, the worse
it gets, Regional leaderships tend to be a
bit obsessed with struciures and bureau-
cracy, and at the top there are guite
sharp disagreements. This may nol
matter much today, but in the long
term the campaign has to have a nalional
direction.

An example 1s the “Jobhs not Bomhbs’
slogan. [n East Anghca, this is very
ditficult to win, since many of the wor-
kers are employed in defence cstablish-
ments., One  ling c¢oming trom  {he
nationg! leadership 15 to present such
workers with a moral choice, As a cam-
palgning point, with the alternative of
unemployment, this does not cut much

ice, The onlv way that the problem can
be solved 15 if it is part of a mass move-
ment of workers who can force through
alternatives at a national level. Again,
uniess the campaign overall is very clear
about where 1t «oing, 1t would be easy
for a future Labour, or for that matter
Tory, government to take the stearm out
it by means of a few token concessions.

Politics

There are no hard and fast political lines
in CND. The old-style CP-Quaker leader-
ships at local level have been swamped
by a flood of new people. Where they
have hung on, as in Kings Cross In
London, they have been a major
obstacle, prepared to sacrifice activity
and growth to the goal of retaining
control, Inm most places, the peopie
involved have littie previous experience,
many are passive supporters of the
moderate left in the Labour Party.
There is sometimes hostility to revol-
utionary ideas, but anyone who has
proved that they are prepared to work
hard for CND can usually rely on other
people supporting them in fighting off
altempted witch-hunts,

On the other hand, some people on
the extreme left have been reluctant to
get heavily involved in CND even though
they fully support its aims. Sometimes
this is for good reasons: there are an
enormous number of things to do
already and it can mean that CND gets
pushed a long way down the priority
list. Against that, it should be obvicus
that CNB tics in with s0o many other
things that it 1s folly to turn your back
on it. 1t 13 not only that there are lots
of people who are open to socialist 1deas
involved in CND | but the prohlems which
the campaign will face in the near future
are clearly ones to which socialists are
best equipped to provide the answers,

Sometimes the failure to get involved
is for very bad reasons. One prominent
London militant went to one meeting
and came back to argue: ‘Il 1s full of
vicars and faith healers and I am not
going again.” It should be obvious that
there 13 more to the movement than
that, but unless the work is done soon
it is the vicars and faith-healers, or even
worse the people who see the election
of Michael Fool as the answer to all
problems, who will lead the campaign,
And they will lead it into a blind ally.

It iz in the nature of great mass move-
ments that they Lhrow up all sorts of
people looking for answers to difficult
questions. Sometimes they hold idl-
defined and even conlradictory views,
but it is also in the paturce of such move-
ments that the pracltical experience of
buwilding a campaign teaches people very
much more quickly than even the best
preaching, CND 15 such a camypaign: by
its nature it raises Lhe most general
guestions and in its development 1t will
give a sharp focus ot practical politics (o
them. 1t is the duly of those who do
have clear 1deas about how to win to be
in the thick of it arguing for their belefs,
Colin Sparks and Marta Waohrle
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The CND

Movement
Conference

The CND Labour Movement Conference Against the Missiles on March 28 was a quite
unprecedented event. The fact that it happend at all shows how different the present

movement against nuclear weapons is from the last one. The first great period of CND
from 1958-63 involved huge numbers of individual trade unionists and had an echo in

the trade union machine symbolised by the short-lived victory at the 1960 Labour
Party Conference, But no serious attempt was made to bring together activists at the
base to organise the fight against the missiles in the unions. Nor was any serious move

made to link the fight against the bomb to the other concerns of the labour movement.

This time round, scarcely a year atfter
the new movement was born over 700
delegales (Just over half from trade
union bodies, the rest from constituency
and ward Labour parties) assembled to
address precisely these tasks. Both Lhe
sive and mood of the conference show
how great is the immediate potential for
rooting the anti-bomb movement in the
labour movement,

Hopefully that 1s the most important
message that will come out of (he
conference. But having said that it is
also necessary to say that the conterence
missed a real opportunity Lo begin to
fulfil that polential. And responsibility
for that must be squarely put on Lhe
shoulders of the arganisers, a strange
combinalion of the International Marxist
Group and the CND leadership.

Only one front

It was the IMG that initiated the
conference fast aulumn irom Manchester
Against the Missiles. And all credii to
them for doing so. But there the credil
stops. For, having imitwtled the con-
ference they then decided to accepl an
ultimatum from the CND leadership
that the CND leadership itsel appoint
the overwhelming majority of the
conference orpanising commit lee,

Most of the key OND leaders involved
here are either members of or politi-
cally close to the Furocommunist wing
of the Communist Party, T'or them the
labour movement is only one front
among many of 2 ‘hroad’ campaign and
should be approached in such a way as
nat to upset this “broad’™ approach nor
the various trade union officials or Left
Labour MPs who they see as embodying
the labour movement. Not surprisingly

the format of the conference (hey
decided reflected these concerns: a plat-
form composed of the likes of Ron
Todd and Frank Alilaun, no workshops,
no resolutions and no declaration,

More surprisingly the IMG, after a
few closet protests on the organising
committee, went right along with the
format, right down to being put up by
the organising committee Lo explain
why no resolutions were being allowed,

Dfficialdom

Presumably the justification for
accommodation to ‘officialdom’ was
that it was an unfortunate hut inevit-
able mnecessity to mobhilise Lhe ‘hig
battalions’® of the labour movement, If
this was Lhe justificalion then it was an
almost  lotally mistaken one. The
national unions which gave their endorse-
ment to the conference did not even
advertise it in their journals; despite
the minfluence of CP memhbers in the
CNDP lcadership the CP scarcely even
mentioned the conference in the Morning
Star; and CND itselt gave it a muserable
four paragraphs in its paper, Sawmity,

About the only real mobiliser oh-
tained from officialdom was circulation
of all Labour Party branches for the
conference, which must undouhtedly
have increased the number of delegates
from Labour Parties present. However
against even this must be pul the fact
that the mobilising leaflel for the
conference, saving thal *Michael Fool
has taken a clear stand against the
arms race’, must have heen a turn off
In many trade union branches,

Griven all this, the turn out on (he
day, coming very heavily from the far
left and the newer CND activists, was

even more impressive — but despite
rather than because of the confercncee
organisation,

Such gathering was nol altogether
willing to go along with the deadening
format presented to it. It sat patiently
through the platform speeches. Bul it
insisted thatl resolutions be put and that
a speaker from Lee Jeans be heard {the
chairperson, former CND vice-president,
Olive Gibbs, resigned from the chair
when her incredibly insensitive efforts
to stop the lee Jeans speaker were
overturned). Of the resolulions passed
two, moved by myself and another
SWP member, constituted just the sort
of declaration the conference should
have had in the first place. It cmphas-
1sed withdrawal from NATO {but it was
opposed by the IMG because it also
included opposition to Lthe Warsaw
Pact), a ‘Fobs not Bombs® orientation
(calling for CND support for the People’s
March and the CND demonstration in
October to be on that theme) and the
pressing need to establish nuclear dis-
armament groups m every union and
indusiry.

The second step

All of this was to the good, and a
testament to the mood of mosi of the
conference. But the sheer haste
getting it through must have dispirited
many of the delegates. Dispiriting, lao,
must have been the fact that the politi-
cal differennces on Russiz, the Labour
Parly and the trade union bureaucravy,
which mevitably have to be discussed,
appeared  as procedural or sectarian
wringles, given the strenuous attempts
by the orgamisers to put the lid on
Lthem,

But above all, what was missing from
the conference, was a detailed discussion
ot exactly how we organise against the
bomb in the workplace and at the base
of the umions. For those who see the
‘labour movement’ in terms of union
officials and block votes, that of course
15 a problem Lhat doesn’t exist. For most
of the delegates, on the other hand, that
ts our most important problem. on
which we all have a hit of experience to
coniribute and of it Lo lecarn,

It this conference was a very falter-
ing first step, then the second step must
be directed to developing exactly that
discussion and providing us with some
of the tools to wapge the campaign among
the rank and file,

The problem now is how are we
going to lake that second step. On what
've seen I don't believe the present
CND leadership ever really wanted this
conference in the first place. | think
they stepped in to control something
they couldn’l avoid. They didn’( manage
to completely control it and therefore
[ don’t think they wiil care to repeat
the experience. Nor will their sullors in
the IMG persuade them. [t will be up to
some ol us other delegaies and the
bodies thal delegated us to lake that
second sicp.

Fete Goodwin
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a1 Organising
W Asian workers

Avtar Jouhl is the gencral secretary of one of the two national Indian Workers Associations. As
such he is one of the most significant black leaders in Britain toduy. He is also the senior shop
steward at Birmid Qualcast in Birmingham. In this interview, with Peler Adexander, he answers
questions about the black und working class movements. We welcome contributions from other

black workers and leaders on points raised in this interview.

Since vou came to Britain in 1958, how has
the situation, in terms of racism, changed?

[t has deteriorated.

This 1s despite the argument tor cach
frmmigration Act that they would improve
race relations.

We have always argucd that race relations
are not dependent on numbers, but on the
economic situation. Today there's 2, mil-
lion unemployed, and in the West Midlands
upemployment has jumped by over 80% 10
the last yvear. The ruling classes deliberarely
exploit the situation and try and usc the
minorities as a scape goat for the erisis, They
did 1t against the Irish, they did it against the
Jews. and in the last 20 years they've
artacked the black people.

Do yvou support the slogan "Oppose all Immi-
gration Controls™

In u socialist Britiain. as long as there are
states existing throughout the world, there
will be some sortot control, Evennif the SWP
came o power tomorrow, you would not
allow people to walk off planes at Hleathirow
as if they are getting oft atrain at Fuston. As
long as capitalism exists. whether it's Labour
or Tories in government, any immigration
control will be raciatly biased—trom that
angle we should oppose all immigraton
controls. We say the 1971 [mmigration Act
should be repealed—we're not saying it
should be replaced by another one.

What policies do vou have at Birmids?

No way can the police come it our lac-
tory, unless and unul the trade union reps
have been approached, and it they want to
see someone the reps will ask the police to
aame a time when they would Tike thal
person 1o visit the police staton. But to
arrest 4 person there and then—no way, We
advise our members (0 see the police with o
shop steward and a legal rep. Certaimly our
shop stewards committee does Tight these
CASES,

Now with the Nasis. At our place, NE
slugans were seribbled jn the totlets. At the
(irst sign we wenl e the management @i
told thewn that they should be painted out,
and it wis done within a week, Then some-
one, we dido't know  who, wis sueking
Union Jacks on every pole. We rased that
with managenent and they said it was the
national Mag, We siand yes, butat s the svim-
bol of the N as well and ioas an aftront e
our peaple who are working heres 1 ovou
wunt to v o marional g vou can o it il
the front of the Tactors, but noreversaere.
Then we had ¢ discussion among e wor-

kers and we said if anyone has NEF deas they
can come e the debate. No one came
forward, wnd atter that this sort of activity
stopped altogether. Later, we had some
voluntary redunduancics and we think the
suspect took the money and left.

According to union ruies, every membcr
should carry oul the policy of the union,
Since we have 4 policy against racism and
Fascism it would be madness to ssue @ ste-
wurd’s credential to anyone who is a mem-
her ol the National Front, or sympathetic.
or a nreist. [ don't even think such a person
shouwld be in the umion, The burcaucrats
oiten get cold teet on the issue. Look at the
Imperial Tyvpewrniters in Leicester. 10 was
only after massive pressure that they stop-
ped a situation where only the old white
committee members could be shopstewards
hecause of the two year rule. NF members
shiould be expelled trom the union, and (F i
is a1 closed shop they should go away from
that place.

What have heen the main developments in the
Indian Workers Association?

The 1WA has existed since {938, but 1t
wasn't as strong as ¢ 15 today, In 196273
there was the division with Southall TWA,
The Central Committee argued that we
should oppose immigration controls, The
Southall peopte didn’t want to campaign
apainst the Immigration Act—they sad 1t's
the fault ol our own people who are violat-
ing the lews, Anway in 1963 they walked out
ared tormed [TWA (Souothall},

The national body was tighuing pohtical
campaigns—not only aguainst immigration
controls, racism and Fascism, but also along,
with the working class. We've done a lot.
well recognised i the trade union move-
ment, Lo get black workers to participate i
the unions. but Southall 1WA concentrated
on the cinema. and became cotumercal, For
the last seur they've been dominated by
husiness men. We've never scen them on
picket lines: support for strikes has been left
to other organisations in the Seuthatl area,

The nauonal split came about in 1967, We
vhjected to interference 1o our organisation
by the Communist Party of Indi {Marxist)
leadership in India, For instanee the WA m
this vountry suppuorted the peasant struggle
i Noaxalhari, which went aganst CPLHMY
policy. 1t was about the struggle in Indu—
China was not an nuportant ssue.

Alse there was the queston ol state

Dodres, W sand thit it weas hypocerineal ob

e state L. on the ene hand, place racist

legislation on the statute book, and on the
other hand hoodwink the people winh these
CREs, CRCs, Race Rejations Boards or
whatever. and we should not participate in
them. [ declined a place on the National
Committee  {or Commonwealth  Tmmi-
grants. The other W As were {or participa-
tion. But | think our position was vindicated
by Vishnu Sbarma (of the Southall IWA)
who went on the Committee and later
resigned.

Are there other differences of policy?

Yes, there was also a ditterence on the gques-
tian of the unions, which exists today. We
say that we should work 10 strengthen the
trade unlion movement, but at the same ume
we musl not hesitate to expose the racism
within the trade unions, We still think that s
impartant. Some have said we are rocking
the boat and upsetting our allies.

There was & similar attitude on the ques-
tion ol the Labour Puarty. We have conti-
nuously campaigned against the racisl
policies of the Labour governments, When
we advised our people not to vore for two
Labour MPs in this area in 1966 because
they supported immigration controls—it
was Brian Walden and 1 think Roy
Hatterslev—they said we were nelping the
Tories. But we think it 1y impartant to
expose Labour,

How would vou describe the significance of
the magnificent march from Depttord the
other week?

Sometimes it is said that the West Indian
people are passive in the struggle ArAaInst
racism and fascism. The sponlancous res-
ponse ol 12,000 or more people on thaf day
showed that West Indian people are cons-
cious. The demonstration litted the silence
on the Depttord tragedy. As we are always
saying, unless people come out onto the
sireets the establishment will ignore police
cover-ups.

Why do you think there weren't more Asians
on the demonstration?

That iy a pity. Over the last two decades the
establishment have encouraged a division
hetween the Asians and the West Indians.
Southall was a watershed. There were very
few West Indians, and the police lashed
upon the Asians. We sent representatives
onto the Deptford march trom our Londoen
area, but at very short notice 1t was ditTicult
for us to get large numbers.

The leaders of the march, including suppor-
ters of Race Toduy, prevented trade union and
student banners from being displaved. What is
vour attitude to that?

Also our banner was not allowed on the
march. The banners and placards should be
allowed on the march: they express the
wolidarity of the people with the cause.

What is vour attilude to black separatism?

It is important {or the black people to unite
with evach other, because they are in the
fore-lront of the struggle. Unless they raise
thelr voiee, the solidarity will not be there,
because they are the victims, Ordinary
white people are notat this time the victims
of tascism. Black people™s unity is ol utmaost
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mmportance. Hthe black people expect that
the TUIC will fight for Lhem, thats bad. They
are noteven hghuong for theirow i members,

But bluck people alone cannot destroy
racesm, Untl the time ot socialist revolution
ractalism  will renunn with us. Bur thae
doesnt mean that we <hould sav ‘what's the
poant of fighting racism. we should fight tor
sociahist revolulion.” Our view is that tight-
N against ragism i o contribution to tle
socrilist revolution, while Highting for eco-
nome demands iy gl g contoibution.

[re all these struggles, against the cuts, the
Nattonulity Bill and o on, we should build
an - allianee between black people and the
winle working class.

Do vou think black people should be involved
in the ANL?

Yus,certamly? We are livine in the UK, and
the Nusis are heee, Theretore we should be
shoulder 1o shoulder with the white people.
Indecd momy opinion we should be o the
foretront, We have sponsored the ANE.
from s birch, and we will continue 1o be an
active partner in the ANT .

The ANIL bhas mude a tremendous contri-
bution by hrghlighting the influence ot rhe
Nazis and eflectively checking their advance
an the streets and s the elections. Also.
nvolving g broader section of the public in
the movement. reespective of their colour,
WS VETY TMIPOrtant,

What are the muin preblems of the working
class movement today?

There hus been i tendaney to usurp the jea-
dership of organizations from the top, with-
VUILE el conection wilth the rank and
hle— thas has vecured in the peace mowve-
ment and the trade unions So when there
wils retaliation fron the right it totally col-
tapsed under the attack. The most recent
example 15 Derck Robimson. As convenor,
he was a shop Ploor burcauerar, and com-
pletely vut of touch with real working elass
argantsation, i every waorker hud been
mvedved, this would not have oecurred.
Compare this with Gardners,

Also during the Lite 60s and carly 70s they
satd we are advanang leftwards. In my opi-
o thal wis superticial—it existed in the
burcaucracy and Lie Labour Purty. hut not
amomg the rank and e, Sce what happened
i the 1974 clection, and since then no real
cppasition 1o Thatcher hus been built up.

Whoen 1 speik ofbuiiding the rank and file
mavement, [ don’t mean only around eco-
nomic demands, but also political, Other-
wise, cconomtie denumnds are achioved. the
muebers became happy, and then there's
complete apathy, People should be polio-
callv educated. The emporary truce het-
ween the workorg class and capitafism will
not last forever, It s important that workers
leurn that (the destruction of capitalism
utmost imporiance. They canonot control or
be tree withour vevolytion.

What has been the mosi signilicant eveni for
black people in recent times?

The Labour government was ox posed by
atloowing the palice on 23y April 1979 4
Southall in miassive numbees, he police cal-
citlated i through Bppression they could
ITigiiten ot the Asions, David MueNee siligd

thatif vou keep oft the strects there would be
natrouble. But in West Bromwich one week
luter, there was another NE mieeting, We
arganised to get many of our members into
the meeting, and John Tvndail could not

speak.

Can we talk about the Labour Party? There is
4 view that black people should join the
Labour Party and he part of a4 ‘left” which
fights racism inside the Labour Party. What
do vou think?
[donot advise ourpeople to join the Labour
Party. The policies of the Tabour Party are
nol socialst policies, and their record on
race speaks for wsell. T don't believe that by
gomng mside any orzanisation you  will
change 1t One has to budd an independent
vanguard party in the UK. [ remember
Johnny Gollan at a CPGB conierence say-
tig “Hareld Wilson s not Gaitskell™. In
1951, Wilson resigned when prescription
Charges were increased. but when he became
premier he ran this capitalist system fike the
Torwes, Reparding Benn, he is o sovcial demo-
crit, and history shows. social democrats
cunnot lead the working class to revaiution,
They will compromise with capitalism.
Wo have experience rom India, In 1940,
the Commumst Party decided to send irs

members into tire Mushim League, to change

it from the inside. Those who went inside
were absorbed and never came buck to the
Communtst Party, For those wha go into
Lhe Tabour Puarty there are offers of councl
sedls and sooon. and these people will shift
away from the revolutionary movement,

I agree with cvervthing vou have suid about
the 1.abour Party, the unions, the need for an
independent workers parly, and the streggle
against racism and fascism. So what are vour
disagreernents with us in the SWP?

I don't disagree with the palicy of the SWp
as u general guideline for the revolution in
the UK. My disagreement is that the SWP
beheves that @ revolution in the UK cannot
be sustained without an internationa! revo-
lution, Secondly, the SWP only tries (o

mnplement the policy of Trotsky, and not

Marxism-Leninism as o whole, On many
tssues Trowsky  contradicrs Muarxism-
Lenmism.

How will an independent vanguard party be
created? “

Well ruther than the TWA deseribing that,
we lcave it tothe British working class politi-
cat groups, to have bilateral discussions, and
reach a common palicy on the basis of
Marxism Lemmism. We hine a responsibil-
ity and a duty towards the revolution. But
the WA as such is i broad organisation and
cannot be called a revolotionary pronp, It is
tmportiant to have the scientitic theory of
Murxism-Lenntism and apply it in the con-
lext ol the UK. otherwise it ot possible (o
advance. The mipact of existing Marxist-
Lenmist orgamisation on the workins class is
sl small, That's not because they don't do
much, bul beciause ol the auraction of
mperialist weas, which e existed Jor 200
vears among Broush workers, It's not an
vasy tisk 1o break workers from that, bue it
will develop out ol the striegpiv of the worke-
ing class, it cannot be imposed from the top.

Avtar Jouhl {top) speaking at the

demonstration a
Bill

gainst the Nationality
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Power without leadership

Sally Bild and Caroline

Conway - tell how the oftectiveness of the

civil service industrial action has been squandered

This vear has seen the Hest civil service pay
campign that has united all nine anions
round o4 comnmon cliim — 5 per vent with

¢ 1 underpimning mimimum, The Councl of

Civit Service Unrons (COSEDY have tound
(hemselyves irn the ferelront of the public
sector et aedinst the gavernment™s sis per
cent cash Lo,

They have also been demanding the resto-
fativg ol the 1974 Natenal Ol Service Pay
Agreement. st conparabelily exorcise, he
government very carly on o drew the hattie

L pelese the findimg ot the
and by

ines by retusing
Pav Rescarch Lrait 1o the unjons
disallowing any arburation.

The pav agreement is undoubredly the
spur to the leaderslup's depision to bght—its

removal threatens their traditional role ds
bBureaueratic negotlators,

Flowever, tlie question of this ycars pay
s been the overriding reasaon forthemem-
hers™ willingress o Dight, especlly amoeng
the clerical grades.

The official strategy has been one of selee-
tve strike action, mainky wmed al stopping
the 1Tow of income to the government, Pro-
cossing of PAYED VAT and national msu-
rance  contribupons  bhas  been
restricted by all-out mdetinite strike action
at four computer centies,
writing only 3500 vt servants are mvedvid

severely

in this selective strike action.
paid 85 per cent ol gross pay {rom a eentral

Tihev are being

At the nme of

strike tund and weekly levies on the rest of

the metmbers.

i .H
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the strikers and do not comply with govern-
ment contingency plans.

By threaterning mass lockowts, the povern-
ment itselt s dictating the pace ot the action,
S bar the nauonal feadershin has not deve-
copeda strategy to regain the impetus. Thear
official policy v to take any disrupinee
action up to the pomt wliere suspensuoms are
imnenent. and then to back down, Wherc
suspensions dare threatened o mdividuals
wlio reluse to do the work ob strikers, those
mdrvrdoals are pulled out en strke themsel-
vies, This deluses the situatwmn and leads to

contusion, rather than providing the sort of

exCaliniion necessary o wu,

When B0 micmbers in cight DDHSS offces
arcund the Newcastle area were threatened
wilth suspension for opening the post one
dav Later as aresalt o9 Marcch, vl servants
it oftices dacross all government depart-
meitls 1 the oty walked owl o proest. At
the Newcastle central LYHSS oftice, where
X300 people work i the largest white collar
complex 111 Europe. no action was tken.
The brunch executive commitice of the clere-
cal union, the CPSA L istotally controlted by
the Adddirenr tondeney: they met that morn-
ing and ravonalised ther refusal o organise
a walk-out by claiming that the supervisory
winon, the SPCS, and the manual unon. the
CSLL would not support 1t The floor reps
hid an angry lunchtime mecting where 1
became apparent that many members win-
ted to sirrke that altermoon.

Linlortongtely thes wis not an solated
nctdent. O Frodas 1300n when mass walke-
oty over the Diverpool Custoans iond Eacese
suspeisions fook ploce across the country,
the Mewcuastle Central {dfice branch com-
rmitiee eugeht 11 more important o picket
Koith Joseph 20 mules awiay than to organse
action. Suwdarly at an alb-members mceting
three duvs prior to the one day strke. dis-
cussion on the pay campagn was ruled out
ol order.

The AMiditant teaodeney s the dommant
larce m the CPSA Brogd Tett annd has o
general ne ol calling foran escalation of the
dispute. Howeser, they are reluctant to Jead
dany protestuctron of <shorcdurauon, Yet this
15 the ondy way apen 1o us (o bwld up the
confidence ob the membership and to foree
the aficial Teader<Inp o call all-oue action.
I eftect. they have been tailing rhe oficnal
hne,

The organsed mtervention of the Broad
Lell during the dispute has been pathetic,
Noomdtonal jcallee kave been proowduced. In
[.ondon the only pubhic mectng held was
tnitialed by the rank and Yl Redder Tape
arouping s ot of o jornt ciompaizn. The
Broad Tettare managing, bowses er, Lo orga-
mise an elaborate campingn bor the Torth-
conting CPSA clections,

Rededer Fape hos arened Tor the the neces-
sty ol ot all-ou serike and an interim strat-
ey of ndefine strike setion e oany ollice
where suspenstons gre threatened, These
ACEUMENLs dtre gatning support among other
aelivists tn the local sterke commnmuttees, but
becuuse of 1he undemocratic nature ot the
Councail of Civd Serviee Uiiions set-up, it s

mpassitble o mflucnce notonal  policy

throogh normat chirmoels, The aondy wiy we
can inlluenee events is by pressing tor unol-
frcial action on o massive seale,

INDUSTRIAL DISCUSSION SECTION

The last stand that failed

The working class movement in Scotland sulfered a serious deleat last month, The
workivree of the Talbot car plant in Linwood, near Glasgow, overthrew a shop stewardy
counmiitee recommendation o light the closure of the plant with an occupation. Hopes
were buricd of a decisive strupgele against unemplovment swhich could have aronsed che
whole of Clvdeside as UCS did ten vears ago. A few days Llater a major session of the
Socealist Workers Party national committec meeting was devoted to a discussion on the
lessons of the deleut, We print here five of the main contributions to that discussion.

Peter Bain {(TGWU Senior Steward,
{.inwood): '
Flere was o factors sath o deserved reputa-
ten of heing well organned and miditant.
whieh even as Late as Mav Tast veur was the
(el Tactory in the West of Scotland to vote

A0 a0 mass reeting to sterke on the Day ol

Action, For o long number of vears 1t wits a
nulitart=" tactory o which the SWP had 4
poald preseney.

It important thal wetry and understand
wlhutl happoenad ot Lirwood, Jost aver twao
YOAT o there were more than 9000 w or-
kors o Donwoed, By May 220 ol s vear
the Tactory will be closed unless Lhe mss
meciree can be overtarned and a fight back
VN

Brxowacks agoo gt the beginning of the
campargn, we estimated that 20 1w 25 per
cent of the workforee were comnmitted 1o 2
fird frght back, There was a smalfer minor-
ity af total scum wiho were never going todo
anvthing —the scum whao conld always be
relied upon o refuse to pav fevies and o
worh overtime.

But tive woeks Liter o niass meeting by
Cwor toronte repected the stewards’ recommen-
dateon tiov ogeupy the factory,

[ will ey and summarise some ol the

things that are imporiant, We knew e
place wus gomyg e close. Woe i the SWP
argued that the rescue plan ol ive years ago
was a stop eap measare and thatl the Brelory
was SO due for closure, Oreer the Dy vear
pertnd there were o series o dargurients
aboul how to hiaht the coanpainy, s hech were
i et aboat whether vou recognised that
therr long term o mdention was Closure. We
uantorranately faed to convimee the mer-
Iy ol stewards aod workers that this was the
Froht that we would hine 1o faee,

The majority o stoewands coabarked ong
strateey o convines the ammers that 1an-
wood was aviable plane Asaresulta whole

series ob concessions were miade to theos,
Conditions inside the Lactary were inder-
mincd, and o single section would ot
autonmiatically be supporied g took action.,
So that over Bive vears (e oraanisiiion was
undermined,

The troubte we faced when the final clo-
sire wels announced was that moa period of
five weeks we lad to overcome the fegaey ol
FLve yeirs,

That fepacy was not of massive defeats,
but of the contmual battermy ol sections
mite backme ofl and trom itghting on this or
that 1ssue. Fven on wages we were ol mails-
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Willie Lee
sively defeated. In fuct in the last tew years
we have bepun to catch up the Coventry
rate, The trouble is that the fight tor wages
and conditions was contined to the senior
stewards and didn’t involve the mass of the
workiorce.

In the end we were able to convinee the
majority of the stewards thal the strategy
that we had outlined for five vears was cor-
rect uand that the only way Lo detend the
factory was to occupy it, Inaddition we won
the argument that in the present atmaosphere
the fight couldn’t be won in isolation but we
needed support from other workers, This
support was not simply won at the burcau-
cratic level. There were rank-and-fiic dock-
ers. seamen and lorry drivers who were
suving thit they would ensure that us soon
as we gave the word a total black would be
put on. Although we didn’t rely on these
assurances and would still have had to
molint soeme strong pickets, the level ol sup-
port was undoubtediy there.

ln tinancial terms the TGWLU cxecutive
had already agreed ra make any action ati-
cial and even the AUEW had been torced to
indicate that they would also suppuort us,

Even with thut background we lost the
crucial vote at the mass mecting. The reason
wis clearly the legacy of the past five years,
plus  the delay between  the company’s
anoueement i February and the final
mass mecting to decide on action at the end
of Murch, This is one of the lessons—in a
clostire situation ters s e wily you can
afiord any Tulls in the campaign.

During this long period some ot the buck-

INDUSTRIAL DISCUSSION SECTION
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‘We had to argue that it doesn’t matter if the boss makes money.
If there is no profit then the government will have to pay up
because we have the muscle to force them to give us the right

to work'.

ward elements began to {eel more conhdent.
We had @ bad mass meeting (wo weeks
into the campaign in which it was clear that
the stewards were backing off. followed by a
two week period before another stewards
meeting.
I believe out strategy was correct in building
up support outside the factory in order to
boost the conlidence of those working inside
and to try and keep the momentum of the
campaign going without any lulls.

Lastly on the question of the specitic tac-
tics., W were in a situation where in order (o
convince people we could win we had to
spell out exactly what the tactics were. We
dida't simply talk about unspecitied indus-
trial action. This was used against us 10 the
mass meeting us some argued that the com-
pany knew what we were going 1o do, but
there was no alternative but to spell out the
necessary tactics 1o win,

[n the circumstances Tthink oo organisa-
tion did as much as we could have done. We
had at least one SWP bulletin a week, We
didd have once a week a Right To Work
presence outside the factory which did relate
1o thase who wanted 1o fight—they were
pleased to see us there. Our standing ihside
the factory is as high as it has ever been,

Bur nevertheless it s & terrible defeat ot
just for our party but for workers every-
where and we must try and learn the lessons
from the deleat and ensure that they are not
made elsewhere.

. Willie Lee

The last three months have been the most
exciting ol my hte, The amount of waork pul
in by the Linwood members and the district
hive been immense,

We knew that o win the struggle we hud
to win the political argument on the shop
Haor. We had to chullenge the 1deas that
most workers have—ideas such as the boss
has (0 make @ protit, otherwise there won't
be any jobs. We had to argue that 1t doesn’
matter it thie boss makes money. [t there 15
no profit then the government will have to
pay up because we have the muscle to torce
them to give us the right to work,

Another problem is the confidence towimn

g

Per Bain

‘We lost the crucial vote at the
mass meeting. The reason was
the legacy of the last five years
ptus the delay between the
closure announcement and the
final massive meeting to decide
on action.’

the struggle. Unfortunately in our situation
It wasn't possible to use minorities toimubiare
agtion,

Immediately alter the mass meeling those
stewards who wanted to fight held a meeting
to see if there was anvthing that could be
done to reverse the situation.

We have to arguce that there s no alternad-
tve work and the redundancy money 1s 11
substitiete Lor o jub.

There is confusion 10 rthe factory, with
some of those realising the redondancy
money isn’t enough. Others have given up.
But we have to continue the argument that
we cun fight the redundancies.

At the end of the day i the Lactory closes
in May then we will have toleave the tactory
with the maximum number of members and
contacts as possible. So that il the lactory
does close al feast we can say we did our
best. There is no doubt that the work the
SWP has put in will have some lasting etlect,
We now have good sales of the paper round
a number of doles i the area, The Right To
Work presence of orange juckets outside the
tactory was great and not only influenced
the workers inside the factories but those
taking part in the picket. Despite the fact
that the clesure will aftect o number of mem-
bers who will tose their jobs and be blacked
from working again we will have helped to
increase the size and morale of the party.
Mick Brightman (AUEW Steward,
Gardners, Foecles)
ft's interesting to compare Linwoods with
Gardners. Gardners was different in that it
was viahle and purt of o highly prolfnable
multi-national, It was also substantially dit-
ferent In sive.

But there are similarivies, The cmphasis ut
Linwoods seems (o have beon on getting an
overall fight. Of course this 15 necessary and
we tried to do it st Gardners. At the same
time we alwiys have to relite to the mibitant
nunoriey and challenge the ded thar closu-
res arc inevitable, We have to relate o the
militant minorty because that's where our
members e, that’s where our potential
supporters gee and that's where the fight wall
SLATL.

|.et me give the exyple of Longbridge to
explain what | mean. When the compuany
vietimised the six workers for organising A
demonstration the way 1o defend therm was
L pet the Hght siarted from the secnons
these men represenied and then o call om
the rest of the warkloree (o support the. Tt
wosin'l done Hke that, A muass mecstng ot the
whole workloree was called and asked to
tihe uction. But people at such a meetmg
can all too casily feg! that they can avaoid
trouble by backing down. At Gardners my
section would support me b T owas vieti-
mised. but toexpect the whole tactory 1o just
support is completely different.

I our propaganda we have o be very
hard ubout the right of minarbics o take
action o defend jobs. No ane hus the riglht
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‘The problem is the disappearance of sectional militancy. We
have to carefully identify the minority who will fight.
Otherwise we will end up saying we are so small that we

to sell someone else’s job, We have to sup-
port the right of the minority to take action,
to occupy and put up pickets even with the
difficultics this brings.

I'm not saying that this directly relates (o
Linwood. All the evidence suggests that the
die was cast a long fime ago and the situa-
tion was compictely different there. Never-
theless T don’t think we should lorget our
role in trying to create the atmosphere and
support the munority that will take action.

In Gardners our section held 1ts own
meetings and decided that whatever the
mass meeling of manual and staff unians
decided we would take action. Although we
carried the vote at the mass meeting at the
end of the day a number of sections had
already decided that whatever the outcome
of the vole we were going to fight. I think
this made a difference at the meetings, We
were able to turn the inevitability of redun-
dancy on its head into the inevitability ol a
fight, and that atfected the morale,

John Deason {Secretary, Right to Work
Campaign)
The real state of shop stewards organisation
is extremely relevant to how the struggle
develops. In a large factory with a full-time
leadership If there isn't a strong sectional
organisation of stewards between the tull-
time leadership and the shop floor then ic's
asking a hell of a lot (o expect (o Just switch
on mass meetings to vote for action. My
rcaction to the vote at Linwood when the
vote for occupation was (wo 1o one against
is nol “how miserable’, but *how marvellous
that one third were still ready 1o fight’.

The rcason we need the smaller unit within
the factory is that to tight for jobs now s not
simply a tactical operation occupying the
factory, but vou are catling for an occupa-
tion against the employer, against the
government and tor an immecdhate attempt to
win support outside the factory. In the pre-
sent ¢limate occupations can't be won with-
out a very high level of politcal action.
Against you s the carrot of redundancy
money and worse, the all-or-nothing situa-
tiecn that if you fight, all the redundancy
money 15 threatened.

Even the best of militants hesitate in this

situation.
Criven this situation you can s¢¢ why you

—.

can do nothing.’

can'l just go to a mass meeting without the
smaller scctional umts, It's 4 gquestion of
understanding that one militant can win over
twenty ot his workmates, but he can’t winan
entire factory. In a small factorytwa or three
good stewards by their personal contact with
every workercan overcome the odds, butina
large factory it’s the fight within the sections
that’s crucial.

We have talked about the dangers of
burcaucratisation within  the workplace.
You can sec in Linwood how at the crucial
moment the weakness ol sectional organisa-
tion was decisive.

It"s no use pretending that there 15 some
other reason tor it. [ wish we could say that
the fight at Linwood was sold down the river
by the natiopal union officials, but 1t 1sn™
truc. There has never been a laciory that was
pledged so much support before taking
action. Support that included the TGWU
executive, the STUC and even the AUEW
cxecutive.

Otficial blacking of ali imported PSA
goods was promised, a mecting ot 700 West
ol Scotland shop stewards pledged financial
backing and agreed to re-convene immediat-
cly in the case of any action at Linwood.
Further, our comrades succeeded 1n con-
vincing 4 large number of workers that the
fight could be won given the massive tevel of
supporl built up outside the tactory and the
present weakness of the government afier the
miners and their unpopular budset,

The problem was nothing to do with our
comrades, but of the tack of sectiional leader-
ship capable ot carrying the arguments. The
impartance of Linwood lor us s that 1t pin-
points the problems iside many workplaces
when it comes to resisting redundancy.,

Tony CHiff
When wo talk about the difterences in situa-
tions between different factories we have to
be careful. Ot course we must look at the
specifics, but we must infegrate the specilics
with the geperal. Tn 1971 there were more
than 200 tactory occupauons including UCS
and Fisher Bendix. At present the only occu-
pations are tny factories. This s what we
mean by the downturn: there 18 @ radical
change 1o the situation.,

The danger now s that the argument
about the downturn can be used as an excuse
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Tony CIiff
tor not fighting. The downturn 15 not a
reason tor complete collapse of morale and
struggle.

We have to carefully identify the minority
who will fight. The problem s the disappea-
rance of the sectional militancy, There is too
much measured day work and not enough
picce rate system. The piece rate system
saved Gardners because 1t gave the individ-
ual stewards something to Hight around.

We must always think about the minornty
and not the whoele factory. Otherwise we will
end up saying we are so small that we cando
nothing. All or nothing is extremely dange-
rous, we have to work around the minority
action.

T'here 15 also danger in saving that the
problem 1s the politics of the leadership and
therelore we can donothing aboutit, Palitics
for revolutiondaries is where industrial mus-
cle meets with gencralisation. It 15 not gene-
ralisation instead of industrial muscle. We
don’t accept the separation ol maximum and
minimum demands like those whir on May
Dy demonstrations talk about the socialist
paradise and at work only talk about a 5p pay
rise. We have to make the pohucal argument
at the point of the industrial muscle and not
in the abstract, otherwise there 1s no class
poltngs.

Unless we understand this we will [all into
the trap of talking about the downturn
instead of arguing with and supporting the
minornty who are preparced to fight. We must
start from Lhe minority and generalise out-
witrds. nol the other way round. If we cannot
gela minority tight then chere 1s no real cliss
molifies,

PENMIS
[ JUST HAD THE
MOST WONDERFU &
SREAM ..
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Norman Mailer

War and our awareness of war has becn a
major determinant ol socialist consclous-
ness i this century., Conflicts which belore
would have been rebatively localised altans
hecame global. involving millions rather
than thousands, Humanity’s ability to con-
trol technology became distorted beyond
rational belict, and the great editices of the
labour movement crumbled before  the
national chauvinism of their leaderships,

For most ol us growing up in the 40s and
505 it was the memory ol the Second World
Woar that impinged on our lives. War stores
and varmes were part of our vouth culture—
oy summer days spent ambushing Jerries
and Japs. Tong TV-less nights spent reading
war stories aind comics. No wonder that
whoen we got older there was continued inte-
rest 10 the crop of novels which appeared in
thie war's afrermath.

Mailer maintains that his reason for
enlisting 1in the Sccond World War was ta
gather enough experience to allow him to
write o witr novel which would ptace him on
a literary level with s carlier heroes, os
Pussos, Steinbeck and 1 T Farrel,

The result was a spell moa Texas nfle
resiment of good old bovs and share crop-
prrs’ who were, to say the least, ambivalent
to Mew Yotk Jewish intellectuils—a couple
A vears learning 1o be a passable ntteman,
hueeping his miouth shut, observing and
SUTYIVITE.

| e end result was 605 pages of what
Madler, mudestly calls the best novel ol the
war—and what I think [ would ¢all the best
novel so tar ol ame wir,

The difTerence between Mailer's novel
and 1he other writers of the World Wars, 1s
Mis atritude. I is not simply the *War s Hell,
but we had o do it approach, norisitin the
Hiberal pacilism ot the writers of World War
e

Matler sees Le wir as an extension ol

polities and cconomics and comes cluser toa
Viarsist analysis than any other novelist on
the subjeet. Fle s also extremely pessimistic:
we'll exantine s pessimism below,

The stoey lie concerns the misadventures
ab one stiall undermanmed platoon during
the ivasion of one small but highly torutied
e~fonel an the Pactlic,

The hard core of the plitoon have been
together Por sume time and have recerved a
ReLLLerinTg ol a Pros BOls HIVEsTan, 10 dan nei-
dent concerning a landing in raubber boiits,
dau meident wlhich Tor them seerms inomany
wivs Lo be the begining ol tune., Al other
caxperiviices e determined lrom this oue
prawmatie das s alb etendsbaps (o ta he mory
pruthiud pelharenships, sinee thrs mcludes
lhos aned dimlikesy Gl

T he charieters i the platoon are drawn

WRITERS REVIEWED

The best war
novel of them all?

Jim Scoti looks at Norman
Mailer's The Naked and the Dead

from all walks and varieties ol Amcrican
lite. C'rofl, the master sergeant 15, 4 cowboy.
a Texas bigot who “don’t like Jews or Nig-
gers or goddam commie union organiscrs’.
a mean man who has tailed in bis Famuly life
in a society where God and Tamily are
reverad,

For Martinez, the Mexican American
scoul, the army s the only escape trom the
poverly of the barrie, Martinez regards his
uniform as a licence 1o 'screw white protes-
tant girls’. but he s scared all the tme and
draws his courage trom CrofCs regard ftar
him as the “best poddam scout 1in the army’.

Red Valsen, the cynic, the escapee from
the mining towns und Swedish communitics
of Montana, down the coal mine at thirteen,
at cighteen on the bum tollowing the great
American hobe trail and doing in his kid-
neys i1 the process. is ¢ human being fright-
ened 10 make friends.

Giallagher is the Boston Irish prole. con-
ned by the Catholic church, conned by the
right wing Cathohe politicians: Mailer calls
him ‘the revolutionary reversed’ a “prema-
ture anti-Communist”

Witson, the Good Old Boy, straight from
Fluzard County, is only interested in haoch,
sex  and repuining  bieveles, but comes
through the novel as one of the most human
and symipathetic characters.

The officer caste

The interaction between these and other
minor characters is o many wuvs the beauty
of the novel, Mailer s in fact saying, “This is
the American working class, these are the
people who died 1o save the arses of people
who are nat fit to kiss theirs, and by writing
of them T salute them!”

I thas was all Mailer was doing he would
huve produced @ major war novel, but just
one antong others. What makes the Neked
gad the Dead a grem novel s something
rirore. 1018 his use of the officer caste to
cxpliin the real natare ol 1he war,

Here Mailer uses what mught seem to be
an artificiul controntanon between Hearn, o
hbheral-toving-with-Marsism member of the
intellegensi, and the General in command
of the Invasion, Cummings. A more or [oss
straijght lorward  lasciste, Cummings  has
Hearn appointed as lns orderly ofhcer and
commenees @ cal and mouse gante. This
ends b Cummings given Hearn a practical
example of the nature of power in totalitar-
Ln situatons which Jeads to Hearn™s deadh,

In one of hs ‘conversations” with Hearn,
General Cummmings expliaims the war,

Tlike to call it a process of historical
enerey. As Kipctic cnergy, o couniry 1
organisation, co-orditated etort, vour

epithet fascism. Historically the purpose
of this war Is (o (ranslatc American
patential into kinetic energy. The con-
cept of fuscism is lar saunder than Com-
munism i you constder at, for 1t s
grounded in men’s actual natures, 1t mer-
cly started i the wrong country, Amer-
1ca 1s going to absorb that dream.,

‘“Your mcen of power in America, T tetl
you, are becoming conscious of their real
ams for the first ume on our hsiory,
Watch, After the war our foreign policy
15 gaimg o be far more naked, far less
hypocritical than 1t hasever been. Weare
no longer going 1o Cover our gves wilh
our left hand while our right s extending
the impernialist paw.”

[5 it uny wonder that George Orwell des-
cribed this as the greatest book (o come oul
of World War Two? 1s it any wonder also
that when the Vietnam Wuar came along
Mailer, atter fifteen vears in an ¢xistential
wiiderness, could respond to the movement
against such a war, @ war which epitomised
his worst lears as expressed in 19480 And
perhaps it to this period, the vears imme-
diately after the war, that we must date Mai-
ler’s pessimism regarding the teft and its
ability to make any major impact on Ameri-
Cail sociely.

The years in which Mailer wrote Naked
and the Dead were the beginning ol a period
of unprecedented reaction 1 American soc¢i-
ety, America lound uself catupulted o the
forelront in the defence ol reactionary regi-
mes through the world. The launching ol the
House Un-American Activities Committee
and the McCarthy witch hunts, simply fin-
ished the Amcrican lelt for a decade or -
more, For Mailer to lose contidence in the
lett completely in this period and to adopt
the craven road of his erstwhile hevoces Dos
Pussos and Steinbeck would have been
understandable.

Elis response was, however typicaly unor-
thodox, as if to prove to those who had
lauded his book that they may have read i
but they certainly didn’t understand . His
next novel, Barbara Shore was an uncom-
promesing attack on McCarthyism, secret
palice, Stahinism and the Permanent War
Economy,

The resulting reviews were prediclable.
Consider Just one:

{t 1y relatively rare o discover a novel
whose obvious intention is to debauch as
many readers as possible, mentally, mor-
ally . physically and politncally.

Bad reviews from the right he could prob-
ably have stood. But the lelt was m general
no kinder. He had made the tatal "mistake’
of including in his new novel a total synopsis
of TN Vances' essays on the Permanent
Waur Economy, This resulted in g review 1n
the American Miffranr by T P Cannon which
was a4t Ity best pairontsig, al iy worst
Jdistissive.

Mailer retreated onder the blows {rom left
and right and his next novel, The Deer Park
came perlousty close to baing o pot botler,
His next fifreen vears were devoted almost
exclusively o pournalism—bauat there would
be enough there tor another Five garoeles.
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REVIEW ARTICLE

A reformist solution to the crisis

The road that failed

The so-called Alternative Economic Strategy has become a virtual orthodoxy for whole
sections of the labour movement. Its arguments that there is a way out of the economic

crisis through import controls, planning agreements and siate intervention in selected
industries will be going through union conferences virtually on the nod, with only a
handful of dissenting voices from revolutionaries.

Two new books contain the arguments for the Strategy. The Road from Thatcherism
(Lawrence and Wishart £2.95) by Sam Aaronovitch 1s being widely pushed by the
Communist Party as encapsulating its views, The Alternative Economic Strategy by
the Conference of Socialist Economists London Working Group (£2.50) is being less
widely pushed, but may be taken more seriousty since it is by academic economists.
But Sue Cockerill argues that neither offers a serious way out of the crisis, since, like
the Alternative Economic Strategy itself, they are flawed by the belief that limited
forms of state intervention can deal with the fundamental defects of the system.

With mass unemplovment and few
success stories in the light against the
Tories, the 1deas of the Alternative
Economic Strategy are bound Lo get a
wide hearing and substantial support in
the unions and the Labour Party, But it
must be doubted how many people
would be enthused by reading either of
these books; both of them are obsessed
with the details of the present econormic

and political set-up.
These are books by economists, dis-

cussing the methods available to reform-
ist governments in managing an essenti-
ally capitalist economy and getting it
back to full employment, higher pro-
ductivity, and of course, better social
services and houosing., If this strikes a
chord, it’s probably because the AES is
nothing more than Keynesian economics
brushed up with more emphasis on
public mvestment spending, planning
agr .ements, import controls, and a large
measure of rhetoric aboul democratic
control, the women’s movemeni, com-
murity groups etc, tacked on the end.

Of course, it isn’t sufficient to lahel
something ‘Keynesian® and dismiss it.
But it is important to note that ihe
underlying analysis of the way the
system works (leaving aside the role
class struggle plays in the whole thing,
which ['ll return to {ater) doesn’t go
much bevond Kevnes, and therefore the
consensus which exisied in the Labour
and Tory leaderships from 1940 until
formally repudiated by Callaghan with
the Labour government's deflationary
policy of 1976. Although the zuthors
of these books state that governments
must do more than just expand demand
to get out of the crisis, they bath seem
to miss the point that actually it wasn’t
demand management which produced
the long post-war boom at all. Nor is it
governmenl policy which has caused the
present crisis,

Since neither book deals with the
world ¢risis of capitalism, they avoid a
number of awkward guestions: why
has growth slowed, profits fallen and
unemployment increased in every major
capilalisi. economy? Why 1is there a
warld  c¢risis in  steel, cars. shipping,
engineering”? Aaronoviich presents  us
withh a picture of British capitalism’s

weakness relative to West Germany and
JTapan, blaming it on excessiveé overseas
investment by British capitalists and the
nersistent neglect of basic industries,
stemming from the imperial past.

All this is undeniable. But it is very
far from explaining why the long boom
is over on a global level, why unemploy-
meni is higher in some other advanced
countries than it is in Britain, why
whaole areas of indusirial heartland in
Western Europe and America resemble
only too closely regions hike Merseyside
and the West of Scofiand,

The Alternative Economic
strategy is nothing more than
Keynesian econaomics brushed
up with more emphasis on
publie investment spending,
planning agreements and
Impaort controls.

If those questions were taken seri-
ously, it would soon appear that the
solutions proposed by the AES actually
don’t face up to the reality of the crisis.
It isn’t simply a British crisis, caused by
monetarist policies, but a world crisis in
which the problem isn’t too little invest-
ment, but too much. In terms of the
logie of international capital, too many
cars, too much steel, too much of
everylthing s being produced for pro-
duction to be sufficiently profitable, Of
course, 1t7s an insane kind of logic, and
in 4 world where things were produced
hecause they were needed. we would
want (and could produce) more food,
more steel and so on.,

Aaronoviteh states that the cconomy
after the implementation of the AIS
will remain essentially capitalist:

‘At a rough cstimate such changes
vwould leave nearly 80 per cent of
manufacturing outpul in  prvale
hands, or 70-75 per cent of tolal
industrial output.’

‘Enterprises would operate on a basis
of a cade of conduct on which central
government would, through consult-
ation, exercise certatn critical influ-
ences, such as on the rate ot iqttrcat

and _..of taxation... In this sense
“the market’ and the *‘price mechan-
1sm” would play an important role. ..
Moreover, through the need of enter-
prises to supply what is demanded,
competition stimulates innovation
and responsiveness,’

So, somehow a system which remains
capilalist ¢can escape the logic of capital-
ism with the wave of a planning agree-
ment,

The CSE Group triesto come to grips
with the problem more seriously, but in
50 doing only illuminates its own con-
fusion, and unfortunateiy along the way,
tends to suggest that 1t is the rising share
ol wages and shop-floar strength which
are Lo some degree responsible for the
crisis, {Capitalism  would, apparently,
expand indefimitely, if demand were
kept up, were it nol for the tact that
rising wages begin to bite into profits,

50 what is the solution?

‘As we argue in Chapter 6, an essen-
tial part of the industrial strategy 13
to reduce the role of profil an the
cconomy, both as a source of funds
to finange investment and as the
criterion that delermmines where 1n-
vestments should or should not he
made.’

But turning to Chapter 6, we find:

‘11 15 not entirely clear what role
profit is supposed (o play in the whole
provess (of planning) .’

They g0 on to say, "We would argue
that the level of profit need not be the
determining factor as long as appro-
priate accompanying policies are
adopted.”

And off we go again, into conirol of
finance, planned  trade, democratic
invalvement in Lthe running of industry.,

But let’s assume. for the moment,
that the British crisis could be resolved
by taking over the banks and insurance
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“The fact that the Alternative Economic Strategy won't fundamentally touch capitalist production

relations doesn’t reduce the problem, but makes it more dangerous. IU's like snapping around
gapitalism’s ankles instead of going for its jugular.

companies, and exercising leverage on
private companies to take investment
decisions which would lead to full
employment {(with price and trade
controls to take care of inflation and
balance of payments problems, could
we expect the banks and the multi-
nationals (as always the two prime
villains of the piece compated to good
nid British industrial capital) te sit
hack and watch this ‘great shift of power
in favour of the working class?’ Our
authors’ response to this appears to be
twofold: resistance from the capitalists
is to be expected, but it can be mini-
‘mised/neutralised.

Aaronovitch pins his hopes on large
numbers of managers seeing the basic
reasonableness of the whole idea:

‘A government of the left, with
popular support and powerful lever-
age of its own, must aftempt to
harness the energy, resources, initiat-
ive and self-interest of many sections
of employers and management, to-
pether with the smail and medium
firms and the self-employed who
would still be crucially important for
the fate of the economy.”

‘Polivies  designed to expand the
economy would benefit privately
awned firms: there would be growing
markets and opportunities for invest-
ment, with, where appropriate, s b-
stantial financial and other support,
Profitability would come from im-
provements in volume and efficiency’

Fven the multinationals wil not
necessarily be excluded from making

their contnbution:
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‘A second line of action 18 to try to
bring the multinationals within &
framework of cooperation so that
they can contribute to the overall
strategy. The more substantial their
operations in  Britain, the more
reason they have for wanting them
to be profitable. The key instru-
ment would chviously be the planning
agreement.’

But just in case they'ré not as keen as
this to help the AES, the mobilisation
of the labour movement will mean that
their actions can be ‘monitored™ Dis-
cussing theinternationalisationof capital,
Aaronavitch even lends some credence
to the idea of codes of conduct enforce-
able on multinationals by such bodies as
the OECD and the UN! (This is followed
by ritual lipservice to international
trade union solidarity.}

It is clear from these comments that
the working class figures not as the
initialor of the strategy, but as 1its
supporters. What is required of organ-
ised workers is not independent action,
but back up to a government ot the
left, a convenient threat to be waved in
the face of the capitalisis if and when
necessary.

The likely outcome of such astrategy
is either that the government of the left
collapses before the power of capital,
and abandons all but the most trivial of
reforms, or that it unleashes a movement
which is ill-prepared for a decisive con-
frontation with capital, with conse-
quences similarly horrific to those in

Chile in 1973,
The fundamental contradictions 1n

the Alternative Economic Strategy can
be surnmarised:

Firstly, the world economy is basic-
ally ignored except that Britain must
insulate its economy from it through
‘planned trade’ and the control of finan-
¢ial flows, in order that expansion can
occur. This expansion will then turn out
to be good for everybody in the end,
through increased trade especially with
undeveloped countries. Given our earlier
analysis of the nature of the world crisis,
an expanding, modernised Britain {even
supposing these measures would achieve
that) cannot possibly alleviate the ills
af the waoarld system: exactly the reverse
in fact. And to suggest that it would
contribute to the development of poor
countries is to ignere the whole complex
reasons why such countries cannot
develop within a world capitalist system.
Although Aaronovitch dismisses the
revolutionary  perspective ol world
socialism, it is his ideas which are
utoplan,

In ithis context it is interesting Lo
nete his lack of understanding of why 1t
is that ‘planning’ has failed in what.he
calls the socialist countries. This failuje
iz attnibuted to over-centralisahion,

excessive  bureaucracy, the lack of
sensitivity to demand  through the
absence of any kind of market. No

mention of the arms race determining
patterns of capital spending or inter-
nalional competition. Of course not,
since it undermines the whole notion
that countries can plan their cconomies
within national boundaries, given the
correct domestic and foreign policies,

Secondly, there is the gquestion of
what national and international capital
will do if a left government attempts
anything like the programme of the
AES. Aaronovitch seems to suggest that
the AES wiil enjoy broad support even
among capitalists, and the CSE (roup,
though more worried, thinks that the
problem c¢an be overcome. Yet the
reality is that withdrawal from the EEC,
nationalisation of the {inancial sector
and control over the rest of the pnivate
sector in one way or another, would
deeply antagonise capital, not least
because of the maobilisation of the
working c¢lass which would accompany
it.

The fact that the AES won't funda-
mentally touch capitalist relations of
praduction doesn’t resolve the problem
at all, but makes it much more dangerous.
It’s like snapping round capitalism’s
ankles instead of going for its jugular,
Either the AES is watered down so far
that it can’t deal with the problems of
the economy or it 1s faced with a con-
frontation its proponents neither want
nor are prepared for,

Third{y, are we in the business of
making capita! more efficient and profit-
able? Aaronovitch seems to think so. He
thinks we ought to be concerned about
resecarch and development into aero-
space, for example. He thinks that a
publicly owned ICL can have a revol-
utionary impact on technology in the
economy {of course the workforce
would be ‘democratically controlling’
it). Do we actually need or want these
products? If we don’t, if all this is im-
portant because of international compe-
tition, the AFES is a strategy for tying
the working class ever more closely to
the needs of capital, not a transitional
strategy towards socialism. At bottoin,
his analysis is that the crisis is caused by
mistaken government policy, and that
the working c¢lass has many commaon
interests with capital in putting it all
right,

We are left with a picture, not of the
working class gaining in strength and
consciousness through self-activity, in
its battles with the employers, but with
the image of the ‘people’ huarnessed
together to overcome ‘Britain’s’ prob-
lems,

It iz a strategy that will lead to dis-
illusion or disaster, cerlainly not to
soCialism.




Painting for the Fuhrer

Art in the Third Reich
f Berthodd i

This s o fuscimating acceant of the
ride of art under the Mazis, The
book deals with the direciion art
took under Hitleo's role and the
need Nazism had todevelop a penre
ol 1 own ospecially m rhe vesil
arts and archieerury,

The seetien on the “hattle for ard
deals  with  the Nuzi cumpiigEn
against abstract oan before they
carne Lo power. The Nivas fused two
developments in their onsluught.
They took over the argument of the
old national culturaltraditionalists,
putting  lorward  the  Line  that
mdern art s Cdegencrate art”oand
helongs to the degencrate Woimar
republic: Both necded o by des-
trery e, the state and s art.

Bitore the ose ol indusiead capi-
taftsm  the German  middle class
held a0 strong unitving influency
wver the other classes by being the
upholders of humanistic oation:l
culiure whuh atl i soviety shared.
The muddle cliss, having failed to be
generals mocarrying aut their own
democratic revedution Tike the Eng-

WHY IMPORT
CONTROLS
WON'T

SAVE JOBS

25p + 15p postage

10 copies £2.25

{post frea)

Socialists Uniimited,
265 Seven Sislers Road,
London N4

lish and French bourgenisie did the
next best thing and became the Lea-
chers and protessors, Atter the rise
ol mdustnial capuabism in Germany
sitchoa cnlrare came under pressLLre.
nea lonper could it hold together the
new classes beine created by the tise
ol industrighism.

But that did not prevent those
who yearned for (he culiaral past
Iraom putling up & successtul Nght
apainst  any  new lorms of  art.
Because they were the teachers, pra-
lessors, crities and musewm curat-
ors, they could prevent modern art
[rom  appearing  and  becoming
acceptable tm the pre-war German
iarl sworld, The arguments that were
developed by these art burcauorats
agmnst the rise of modern art were
{uken over by the Niazis to be nsed

Cardinsl tdepenerate are’

The Nass Wore o ntass OTRanisi-
tion., For evervone who had a pric-
vance, the Nazis strove 1o Timd an
answer. The main condre ol ther
sUpport wils the lower mddle class:
the shop keeper goang broke, the
stident who couldn™t complete his
studies, the government clerk whio
huaed just Tost by job, Painters belong

A SOCHALIST
WORKENS
PARTY PAMPHLET

In the face of growing
unemployment and ever-
Falling living standards, the
czll for import controls—
particularly from some
sections of the trade union
leadership—is rising to a
hysterical chorus. But would
import controls save jobs?
Would import controls
improve living standards?
Would the prices in the shops
g0 up or down?

This pamphict answers these
questions.

This is

import contirols,

overwhelmingly Lo this class and
many were ruined not only by the
economic crisis but also by compet-
ing art forms especially modern art.

The creation ol the Weitmar
republic destroyed the old control
over art insttutions and modern art
ounished as 10 no other land. Hinz
however makes the point that des-
pite the suceess of modermism it
made tittle impact on the masses,
and, with the exceptian of a few
artists who worked directly for the
fabour movement, the modermsts
made little effort to make their
work meaningful to a mass audien-
ce.  The Naxis linked the despair of
lile under the Weimar repubtic with
"degenerate’  modern art. This
appealed to conservative artists and
1t alsa detlected real probicms intao
abstract arguments thus finding
wide support. Even the Crerman
Communist Party were not above
calling these artists nasty names,
Clearly  as  the crisls  deepened
madern artists became more
imolated,

|salation

Hinz lays the blame tor this isola-
ton aon the modern artists them-
selves, and [ Eeel that o weakngss of
the book s a lack of reference to the
politrcal  sitwanon during  the
period. The blame must be put on
those opposing Hitter. The failure
1 the Communist Party 1o unity
and defeat tascism by providiog
revolutionary leadershep s the core
af the problem, It wonld he a
miracle of human endeavour for a
handful ot artists to have survived
and preserved their art agamst such
odds and an rthAcir iva

It 15 not a difficelt act of the
nagination for ustosee thatifsuch
lcadership had heen given not only
would rhe pasition of the working
Cliass have been dramatwcally chan-
ged but the CP would hive been at
the centre of a polarnsation of all
thase 10 society who were seeking
real change, The success would not

Cunly have meant increases i party

membership, but would have meant
pulling the masses behind a party
that delivered real deeds.

BOOKS

There can be no doubt that given
such a lead the isolated artists
wolild have flocked tosuch an wrpa-
nisation able to defy the Nazi taunts
and that the sizrht ol the working
class fighting tar power would have
provided tor such arosty 4 real sub-
ject o depict.

* Madernism

The bulk of Hings book 13 a
detailed description of ofticial Naz
art. He argues thatl the Naas pro-
duced no new art, They only made
aliicial and lorced on 1o arusts a
tradition  of panting  that  had
already been killed off’ by mader-
msm. Hinz explains thal the nise of
bourgeols art meant the reptace-
tent ol stylism by realism, The
patronage of the courts pave way to
the freedom ol the capualist ar
market. By the enod of the nine-
teenth century realism wis becom-
ing restrictive and unrepresentatine
and was succceeded by moderoism,

The importance of culture as a
means af giving legitimacy wsuch a
brutal regime as the Nazis cannot he
underestimated. The adopoon of
the old tradimion reassured thewr
supporters and sustained the (Hu-
slon that modern art never reaily
exmited, It thé nughty German
labour movement could be defeated
catirely by 1933, the task of ¢limi-
nating a decade of modern art must
have proved o minor one lor the
MNazis.

Hing's treatment of this develop-
ment is exceltent, 1ris clear and pre-
sents a4 poweriul exposure ol the use
af art simular 1o Berger's Wars of
Secmye, beciuse he places Nozrart in
the comtexl ol capitalist art. The
hook therelore not only cipluins in
detall the nature of Naziart butalso
pives a comprehensive account of
art history and development.

The birak should be read by all
wh have even the slightest interest
in art and may be curious about lite
under the Mazs, Unfortunatetby it s
expensive, but its stimulating stvle,
clear argument and excellent repro-
Jduction place it high in the arder of
sehlarship.

Roger Cox

How they built on buildings

Mastors, unions and men
Riclird Price
Cenntrsddee Universine Press £18 56

For the proneers of Eabour history,
the Webbs and their school, the
development of workimg class inst-
Ceitiorns, especially the trade unions,
waus synonymous with the develop-
ment o working cluass tollue nee and
wathorty. The strugele G budd a
viable wmon organesation and to
win recognition from the emplayvers

constirutes the bread and butter of

the  traditional account ol 1he

groowth of particwlio untons and of

the moesvemwent more widelv, Faurly
senerationts ol labour  lustotians
woere inclined e stress the heroie
achievements ot labour leaders, the
Battles which woere Tought and won

su that today we can reap rhe
rewards ol higher Tiving standurds
and an apparently demuocratic
SOCTETY,

Richard Price’s new book, Afas-
revw, wnbons and men, dealing with
events in the building industey i
the 19th ¢entury. doces not lakt o
this trap. Price takes as his starting
paint the industrial expertence of
the workmg class and he stresses
throughouwt rhit his abpectve 1s 1o
restare rank and hile acoans to their
reebiciully central rolewithin the Dis-
Lol provess. Class conthicn is key
Lo s accountand the central theme
o s Boak s power—that is power
and authoerity within the workplace.
Frice reviews the developmoent ol
tracde wnion saganisation, both in
the butlding industry and muore
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generally, and be argues that unions
have operated as much to manage
discontent as they have toexpress il

His story of the building industry
begins with the struggles of the
8305 and 1840k, struggles which
were directed against the prachce ot
general conraciing which was then
becoming mare common,

lnion  organsation  was  still
essentially limired, bat Price stres-
sex Lthal resistance to the ecmployers
was vigorously conducted by rank
and fite workers before the nnions
had made sigmficant headway. The
central characteristic ol relatons
between  emplovers and  workers
wits their intormal and voluntary
mature, Emplover aathority wis
censtantly challenged in the work-
place o that by the 18608 the mas-
ters  preparcd  themsclves for u
counter-ottensive.

Participation

The more formal structures of
collective bargiining which emer-
cod in the 1860s and 18708 were an
indication ol the employers’ success
i re-asserting thorr authoriey,
Bourds of conciliation and arbitra-
Lo were sel up. and Price argues
that these new institations did more
than formalise relatons between
eplovers and warkers. The "mut-
uul  negotiation”  which  resulled
from purticipation 10 these bodics
rransformied  the  status of the
unions, Henceforth they could be
secil ws fhe legeitimate represent-
atives ol the workers.

By the 1890k a modern system of
incduistria!  retations had emerged
e budding mdustry—as m
ather ajor areas of emplovment,
Itowas characterised by collective
agreements und congiliabion machi-
nery. Unions had a vital partio play
within these [ormal stroctures, but
they were constrained by the need
for emplover recognition to tlegiii-
male’  hargaining arcas.

Grass roots

Price has o ¢lear analysis within
It~ book of the rote of the formal
utign  movement  and T the purt
which it playved 10 Hmiting the
unrestricted movements of “work-
vioups’ e their vpposition to the
emplovers. He ctlectrvely demone
strates the way in which wosions
were bt oo the relations bet-
Cwvgen wurkoers ot the grass roots and
Ui cmerang union bhureaneragy.
Crities might suggpest that Te Tas
over-sbated hs cisel for the trade
uoden horeameracy wis st very
sl o 1994, ar Tesst within the
Butlding mdustry, 10 we compare il
with the structure which  exsts
berclity. MNegolitions with emplovers
were, bor L naest park, sl Tocully
bosed. se thot Price’s emiphasis on
e Termal, navonad machmery
dores seem 1o be sinnetlung of an
vaggreration lor ths period. Yet m
spite ab soch hesitatiuns, this book
v ol yudue insalio st clarnties thw
rode of trade uniens and the tune-
Lo of e unron borcaucracs, Ad
as Price points out. e s dealing
with probloms which we saill L
Lonlan .
Jan Druker
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Life in an institution

Ordinary People
IMrector: Roberr Rediord

Filins which purport to be wboul
Feelings and Fmouoens are usually
pretty dire. The horriic encounter
group movie Bob and Cavol and Ted
aared Affee 15 one example. S0 1oo s
Woondy Allen™s faterior, an expose
of o number of extremely unplea-
sunt people bleeding all over one
another for ninety minutes. When
Robert Redivrd propounced on Fhe
Senifl Bank Show that his new Nlm
wis ahout fmiddle class people gei-
Hng back e touch with rheir teel-
ings” i sounded as b Ordimary
feople would be equally grom.

But the [ turned out e be a
pleasant surprise.  Obvicusly, as
many people have remarked
abready, ibs main characters, a bour-
geais family trom Luke Trorest, -
nots, are nol ordmary, The father
't on the pomt ol heing made
redundant; the mother 7't wyimng
to do two jobs wr once and wonder-
ing whore she's poing o oget the
money o buy oew shoes Tor the
kids: the boy sp™c gomng o leidve
school to face lile on the dole. 17
not about ordinary people i the
rea] sense ol the word and o doesn’™
pretend to be,

It its own terms however the film
s totully authenuc. It 15 abouat 4
famity trving to regain cguilibrivm
aller shattering  personil  events,
The death ina boating acadent of
the extrovert elder brother. Buck,
cidls 11 guestion Lhe entire Lannby
relationship. They bob arceund hel-
plessly Like the overturned shell ol
Huck's bout. bulletted by fTeelings
they can’t arderstand, can’t cope
with and can't express. All thetr
Mieney, cdacation and  ouderid
COTIOTES (e a0 muaran e of perso-
nul hupplness,

The strengtle of the Bilnnis that 1mn
the  end it s—probuhly  guice
urintentiomillv —i powertul indict -
ment of the fanudy as an sesttutian,
The message s Lhat 1 we wre golng
1oy relate too wine another at o all
lonestly o witl any gentleness and
understanding then the emotional
rules which cevern fambies. both
midddle cliss and working  cliss,
hroken.  Operanny
according 1o the rudes the mether
et savs of ber son Conrad: Ot
conrse 1 don't hace nm. Muothers
don™t huee ther chiddren’

lhave [0 ho

But her words are totally ar odds
with her feelings and because she
ci'L bear to lace the contradiction
she has na way ot resolving 11

Teoaple talk buu they doa’l say
anvthing.” Conrad  saxs W bis
slightly zany, wially unstereotyped
pavehiatrist. Conrad’s  progress
rowiards vwnderstanding what made
im attempt swicide, bis ioterna-
tised teelings about his mother’s
apinien of him, are what drive the
film forward, But there s nothing
mawkish or selt-indulpent whoul L,
It is the kind of process we all go

through al varous times and i our
ewn  particular, probably ess
eXITEMe, Wilys Inirving to sorl ol
both ourselves an d our
relarenships,

Survival in capitalist sucety usu-
ally muans ignoring the feelings of
athers, exploiting weaknesses und
so o This extends to famitby rela-
nonstips, 1F we are sayiog that lite
under socialism will he different,
then that means rethinking rela-
tionships as well, 1L mcuns sorting
out how we really tee! aboutn ourscl-
ves and other people, tather than
playing by the rides. [t may be a
painful process, but s the ending of
Ovdingry Prople shows, those w o
run away are the losers,

Denise Feon and Jane Ure Smith

Great film, bad plot

The E.ong Good Friday
Diveector Jehin Maokenzie

(n oo level | thought fhe Loy
Cloed Fridar an outstaonding film.
The diglogue was pood. witty at
fmes inoa colloguial way, and the
acting was britliant—es pecially Bob
Hoskins. The tilming of London,
particularyv of the docks area. gavea
teeling of authenticity o the whole
thing.

But it wus the plot ilsefl that inmy
oprnion let the filmy down, Tteoneer-
ned  the redevelopment ol the
London docks and the plans o site
the 958 Olvmpic Games there, An
Fast Fnd ganpster sets ot to enlisg
the help of the malia to finance the

building of pambling casnoes and

clubs and so tap this forthcomng

vein ol goid,

To me the idea that g gnngster
irom a working class background
would be able to get cven a smilt of
these rich pickings is tatally avertite
top when the establishment upper
cluss mobsters have already got the
whole thing well and truly sewnup.

The IRA are woven inta the plot
v 4 meuns of bringing about the
Jowniall of the gang. But ther por-
trayal as just another mob ot Trish
gangsters  no better than then

[Lopdon counlerports s to say the
leust a0 slander, murnn2 what
MOy ways I 2reill ploture,
Jimmy Clarke
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THEATRE

o84 Theatre Company Sceilamd
Blond Red Roses
by Sokn Mo Girath

Blood Red Rosey toured throughout Scot-
land belore ending up at Strattord Theatre
Roval, where [ saw il [t relates the struggies
af  Bessie Gordon, from wild rebellion
against pohice and school to locussed anger
as a4 CP militant—agmnst the company she
works for in East Kilbride, against her CP
union officral husband, and againsomterna-
Licnal capnaliso as o whaole.

Adter losing her first strike battle, Bessie
learns about the nature of multinationals
and the need tor solidiarity acton and the
next strike s won Tn 1979, she fuls Lo save
Lhe factory from closure, Victimisaton und
siacking from a new job follow, and the othet
workers tail (o support her with action, A
famehar story.

The play also shows Lile ot the shoptloor:
the pains and the pleasures of tonily lite, the

lhusband’s chauvinessm and the break-up of

her marriage. But despite evervihing, Bessic
remains determined to continue Nghting lor
" better e, Blood Red Roses is an anti-
capitahist play urging renewed industrial
militancy, spirtt and determination, and
given the present generally low level of mil-
tancy and ruthless attucks on working class
orgamsation it s 1o be welcomed.

Linfortunately. McGrath's play s badly
flawed, both theuatricaly and politicatly,
Toytown-style  backdrops complement
whole chunks of performance that are
welghed down with a selt-conscious ‘charm®
In the manner ol a Ured TV sitcom, Genuine
It mour and warmth, except 1o the case of
Bessie™s Tather, are lost, The pliy relates (o
real expericnce, but it iails to present it, The
wretmg s sketchy and periunctory, and olten
trice—lor cxanple, monologues and songs
are formalistically presented inoa way that
actually substitutes for real development
and insight in the sceaes, The production
also plods, and. consequently. teels much
oo long,

The detects 1n the writing and presenti-
tiont mevitably attect the polities oi the play,
and vice-versa. In his programme notes,
MoGrath talks about the advantages and
chisadvantages of Tashions like trouser suits.
Cohn-Bendit, structuralism, the Anti-Na#
league’ and states "industrial mititancy is
now distinetly out of tashion’,

To see militancy as a fashion” implies a
personal distance from struggle that very
likely aceounts for the overnding sentimen-
tality which runs through the play, espe-

A long line of fighting women

In the last four weeks a number of good lefl wing plays have been
touring fringe theatres in London and the provinces. Derek

Newark looks at some of them.

clally regarding the role of the Communist
Party’s involvement in working-class strug-
gles. General political criticism ol situations
Bessie has been i, of the CP, or even of an
ultra-lett” SWEP daughter, 15 not invited.
[dentification with Bessie as an individual rs
myited.

Struggle 15 individuabised, and {failures are
seen primartly as personal defeats with the
real cawuses hudden from view—why did the
factory Aave to close? Why did the workers
not support Bessie's reinstatement? eader-
ship 15 seen as o do with a strong, homsed
personality rather than a paolitical analysis
and method of organisaton. Bessie 15 pre-
sented as superior, above her class, rather
than of and with them, and the *humanity’
the play scems desperate to depict is totally
undermined.

Concerming Bessie as a4 woman, she 1s sup-
posed Lo be inoa long lime of hehung
women—bul she’s treated like some sort of
super highting iteak. The audience s invited
ta sharc in the amazement, fcar, anxiety of
the male characters at this “*Boadicen” who's
alsa "a brave wee witey’ when. in lact, she
only does what men and women have done
betore her and what many other women are
capable of doimg, and it’s much maore
valuable o us all to stress that pomnt than Lo
mdulge in male patronage.

Finally, McGrath says that it ceality is 10
change i a way that will make living beower,
then ‘an open, clear analysis is needed”, but
this 15 exactly what vou don’t get in Blowd
Red Roses. The play, no doubt, has given
moral  support to workers in struggle
through 1ts lighting message and the impor-
tance of that should nut be underestimated.
but theatre. although not an imstipatar of
change in sell, can do more to clarity, cdu-
cate, entertaim and contribute to turthering
struggle than Blood Roed Roses allows,
Derck Newark

Z8d Hheare Company Fneland
Night Class
by fohn MeGrath

Nighr Clasy opened in London on Marcl
21st and pocs oft on a nauonwide tour until
Apnl 23rd. Ttas hilled accurately as & musi-
cit extruvaganze onthe British Constitution
and stale,

FFour people attend a night class on the
subject run by a junior polytechnic lecturer
who, through wit. provocation and anger
cxposes the “urmed bodies ol men” behind
rhe fucade ol Iree parlamentary democracy,
angering a true blue Tory lady and awaken-
img teelings of revolt in the other three
students,

McGrath's programmes Rotes contaim, n
tact, more interesting details than he puts in
the play, which presents a very skeletal anal-
vsls of the state and ruling class polites ina

wiy thal & hardly origingl aller over a
decade o new pohitical theatre, Howewer,
the elforts of [Diune Adderley. Dona Croll,
Alan Hulse. Altred Molina, and Dawid
Straun, who act, sing and dunce excellently
logether, compensate for the thinness of the
wriling, and there is real identitication with
the hives ol the characters and their feclings.,
a genuine huimanity n this picce.

Unfortunately, there was a {inal senum-
entai song aboul the dignity ot the (Tuit and
carth ol England, of Lancashire woavers
and *wise. knowing girfs ol Birmingham®.
tollowimg hot on the heels of the view that
workers need academic intellectuals tolearn
anything, and the latter need the Former to
feet anything—a view that, in myv opunon, 1s
romantic, patronising, and ultimaccly eligist.
populism nol Marxism,

Haowever, the production makes an enter-
Larning eveming, the performers are great,
and 1t aims to serve the labour movement,
net to attack it Waltch out for ir in vour
area.

Blooniers

The Bloomers company consists ol Norren
Kershaw, Tileen Pollock, and Fye Bland.
They are touring their second show oge-
ther. and hike the hrst it deals with diserimi-
mation  against women. lemale roles,
stercetyping and male behaviowr mats more
unpleasant forms.

The show 1 fast-moving, ght, snappy —
with only occusional saps—full of gaps,
energetic, Hamboyant, codouriul. and has
soome ot the tunmiest visual Jokes TMve seen;
fur example, a hoosewile strogeling to
create a pamtng with four monster kids
Mierally swinging from her hody, [U s also
meisive s observations, and the three
performers have a wonderful control over
their material and well-related pertorman-
ces. Bloomers concentrate on wlhat the
situation 1s for women and the need to rebel
agarnst it, and they leave oat the canses—the
style  they  use  isn't ammed ot great
praotundity—but some apprasal of the orrg-
ins of oppression might make the material
cven sharper, and it would be ieresting to
sce how they employved their considerable
abilities on additional and altied subjects in
future shows.

Derck Newark
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willing

is for all

workers

THE SOCIALISTABC

There was some argument among the editorial team of Nocfalist Review abouf the exact
meaning of this line in Alex Glaspow's song. But one thing is clear: people were not alwavs
willinge to be locked up in lactories and tied to machines 40 and more (ofien many more)
hours a4 week, 48 weeks ol the vear, from the moment thev enter adulthood until the
moment their Bife’s energy heeins to ebh. Stuart Axe explains how capital had to create a

workforce prepared to {oil as it wanied.,
Endvsariali=aton brought a total transior-
miatian of hiie tothe men, women and chil-
dre who were forced into the new discipline
of woark in midls, factornies and mines. The
Lirsy peneration of Tactory warkers had 1o be
taught by their masters the importance of
e, The second genesution lormed their
shiort-time committeesagthe ten hour move-
nmenil. The therd gﬁt’t::: ..:=- struck for over.
time at e and o el Phey had accepled
the categories of therr employvers and lear-
tind to fight bick within them. They learned
Fone lesson, that under capitalism Hme s
FLaney . oniy oo well,

pet’

Leaving the peasant boldmye or doemestic
workshop, tvpreal of the 1sth Century, the

voobrker entered @ mew cubtare, Hle or =he oo
longer worked Tor a suhsistence bving, bug

wiis o menw foreed o obedienee

vyt

. i 7
mitchime wnd to wuge slavery, The new sys-§
e peguired willing workers who had lostd

vontiand ol their daidy lves,
I nder these condifions, manulacture rs—.

capeciidly m the cotton mdustry —Eound LH.«:-JI'

cepline dithicult foommpose. One employer
ied tooadont, 1 have not hall my people

= ol e

came toowork today, and | have no great
tascistlion in the prospect | huve 1o put
myvselt i the power of such people.” There
weis constitntt condhict between workers amd
cmplovers over the enforcerment of strict ]
timekeeping, o virtue thil the manavers
dattempted 10 mmpose. by cvery possible

means. Beatmgs and severe Tines were the )

niost common lorms of punishment {or bad
Dk pineg. :

Bt despite measares taker agamst them |

workers o many  rades  conunued  to

henour the *SE Mondav®:koliday, partly to)

recover from Sunday's demking, [n South
Wales us lute as the 18406, the workers lost
one week 1 Nves and in the fortmght afiler
Lhe menthly pay day, only two thirds of the
Lme was bang worked.

In the Statlordshire Potteries. workets
who Uidn™t turn up on Mondayy and Tugs-
Jitvs woere moprisoned, tollowing prosecu-
tions by thenr emplovers on the prounds that
they’d broken their contraces,

I'miplovers songht to Keep machines in
constme use. driving their workers six days
Lt week, 14 to 16 hours a diay, Children, as

well as owomen and meen, worked these §

lours, Ln mining, textiles and the Hght metat
trades a lurpe propornon of the worktoree:
win children-—therr Hives of tol starting: at

e
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the indusirial revolution—collon—3} (o
A45% of the workers were ander 1K

[t the eurty days of the factory system. u
quarter of the children were crippled or
deformed. The Menrotr of Robert Blincoe, a
bhov whao had been tapprenticed’ out of a
London workhouse to a novihern cotion
mitl deseribed how., The macinne sct the
pace and any boy who was slow wis savag-
ely beaten, Once. when one ol Blincoe™s
fingers got crushed 1na machine, he was not
altowed to stop waorking, And on one occa-
siat, d saditic overseer had punished Blin-
coe by hauging him over & machine, so
e had to Iift los feg, to avord losing it every
tane the machine turned,

Ay owaell as heatings, dismissal and the
threat of dismissal were diterrents in enfore-
g dhiscipline, (ne chabd reported: "Have
worked here two yvears, Tam Jourteen, work
sixiven bours and a kall a dav. 1 owas badls.
and asked 1o stop al eishe one mght Jatedy
and | was wold that T must not come back)”

I'bves wore another nwans of entorctny
control. They were mrcumt 1o hurt—ratnping
from fd 1o 25 -—the eguivalent of 2 hours o
da™s pas . In some by, swearmg, sineing,
v Befng drank were poanesbied by i Fane o 8.,

gct¥

Ruesisbance tothe beatin ey, dismissids and
fintng came i the foray of Tiots, insurgeney,

machine breaking and demonstrabions of

revoll, and in more organised forms of com-
binations and early omon organisation,
[lere the workers faced the fudl foree of the
law winch was at the service ef the emplover,
Even when the kow was notexplicttly agains

Ceambmnation—the Combination Acts were

L trosmn 1799 1o [ 824—emplovers (reated
the organmation of workers as a criminal
conspracy. In LE330 one emploser’s rode
stated that "any hands formemyg conspiractes
or antawtubcombinatons witl be dischareced
withotl aolice.”

In thes sdustion employvers wore unchal-
lepged masters, able 'lo doas they hked with
their own™; workers became part of their
property. and yorng women werg espuecially
vulnerable. Many employers, particatarby in
the cotron mulfs of Lancashire, moude sedace-
tion a conditton Tor women fo work an their
factones, If they refused they had o guit.

To enforce time and work discipline,
employers became advocates of o harsh new
merabity. Some wsed fubl-time stafl to check
the morads of thewr workers. Throughout the

- country, the Eiiu-rﬂhua Chapels and Somday

the uge of six or seven. In the key industry of ¢ schools were sppported by bosses, both 1o

)

faster their so-called morals and to entorce
vhedience, order, and orher bourgeos vir-
tues. {dnink became a major tareet for
reform, and much of the presindustrial cul-
fure came under attack. Ths often mecam
the suppression of sports davs and tans,
One of the miost barbarnw attacks on chal-
dren carmne when bishops and bosses taun-

ched o campmign agamst  leisure o1
Sarrdavs  and  Sundavs, as immorad
1dteness,

et

Morality' as defmed by the employvers
became ver another weapon ot the ruling
chass, Priests and evangelical miolsters gave
force 1o these wWhoas. Wesley i particudar
preached i cmotional werms about ~lath,
idleness, and the wages of sin. Preachers of
the new Mothodist marabiey introduaced an
appaliing svitem of religious terrorism, in
whitch they daroused fears of death and the
uncirding tortares of Hedlim order toenforee
thew code of “thou <hab not,

Chie Ditdde gt whe worked downa pictold
a Connms«oner on Cheld Lobour an the
Maes. "1 | died a cood airt, | should so w
ltesven -1t | were bad | should have wo be
hureed 10 brimstone and e they tobd e
that at ~choob yesterdav, ¥ did ol know 1t
Bidforre.’

The ndeologient olfensive wis ol pust
wapcd on children. A key book publishedin
Fs35 b Ll Andeew $lre s

1 is, therctore, excossively m the ipie-
rosty of every mdb-owner (o areantse his
ol machimery oo cgually sound prm-
cipdes with hes mechamcid for etherwise
Bre will never command the steady hunds.
wihitochid eves, and prompt co-operation,
cescntiad to excellenve of product
Fhere 15 In fact, no case to which the
Cromped trnth, "Godhiness s great gare’, s
morg applicable than to e admamsira-
tron ol the extensive tactory’

Wemght conclude from ths beret look at
the anroduaction of wage sbavery and the
Factowy swstemt that  produced “willing
hamds™. that i soch conditions despaie and
dermoralmavon  would suftocate the new
warkime class, But the fustory of revolt and
Croan=iten amanst capitalean at this tme
stancts as o premendous testirment 1o the
spuril ol delance amd challenge it wis
bt through hegal trade union organisie-
tons, steihes and demonstrations, and by
attempis to establish g working clasy press.

Degprie every possible repression and
miipndafion, the penod from the 17805 o
the X308 was one of struegle und advance,
as the new working class, beconung cons-
craas of sel! as o class, entercd the herae
ape of Charusm,

Hlustration Ken Sprague
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