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Flection 79

It would be dilticult tor anv
socuthist to mourn the
Callaghan government. By any
reckontng the last five vears
have been a disaster lor the
British working class. |
lLabour came to power In
March 1974 on the crest ot a
ave  of  mass working-class
resistance ta the Tory govern-
ment of Ted Heath, pledged by
s Mandesto " 1o bring ahout o
mndamental and  irreversibic
shilt mm the balance ol power
and wealth m lavour ol workmy
people and thewr omiles'

Anyv shilt has been an the
appasite doection. This 15 what
an ccononust wniting 1n the
(2hserver had fo say about the

effects of Tabours policy of

wilpe restramt
“The past twebve months have
almost  certainly seen the
sharpeste 1all i the real hving
standards of Britain's working
population 1n any veir for at
least a contury. ancluding the
wars., Indecd. (o find & com-
pirable Latl, 10 would probabiy
be necessary o po hack to the
crehteenth and carly mineteenth
contury” (1 May 1977)

Fyen mmoats own terms the
| abowr sovernment has been a
tathiere. The National I'nterprise
Hoard was infended to mark a
new  break-throngh no state
conttol ot the economy by
buving nto the profitable sec-
tors ol private manuotacturing

Labour’s dead end

industiry. Noo longer was the
state sector o bhe reserved for
unprofitable bul cssenlial n-
doustries which private enter-
Prise wis noionger interesied n
runnning.

Fhe NER'S most important
stitke turned out to ke Hritish
[eviand the  biggest  lame-
duck ol theny all. There, n
British  Shiphuilding ¢another
creanon of the outpomg | abour
government),  and i  olher
nationahsed  ndustries tfor
cxample,  steel), Wilson and
Calloghan have presided onver
ay-oits,  reduced  muanning
levels.  productivity deals,
closures  alt  designed  to
SUUCEZC OV MOare Work ot of g
shrinking Tnhour loree.

The higgest johke of alt was
| abours slogsan douring  the
February 1974 clection: “Back
o Waork with 1 abour™. Produce-
tion has still to recover trom the
levels 10 which ot tell during
Heath’s three day weew. iine-
employment renuiins firmly ata
prost-wiur high ol around |-
miiiian.

Do Heslov, whoe promised
‘tor squeese the nich untd rhe
nips squeaked™. has become the
toughest of hard-money men.
beloved and trusted by the City
tor cutting public spending and
company taxahon and Keeping
mmterest rates high at the price of
emplovment and output.

Fven Lhe proudest of

| abont s nast-war
achievements, the wellare state,
has  not heen  sagrosanct.
Healey'™s public spending cuts
have  hit socul services. not
detence or subsaidies (o private
mndusteyv, The result i there Tar
cvervone  to see. 1 the
deterntoration ol the National
Health  Servicee  and public
transpori. and the revolt of the
low nad.

"Hut we had no choice™
1 abour’s detenders will whine.
“Whal clse could we have done
during  an  nternational
ceonomic orsis? It only the
tmes were hetter”,

The trouble is that the time
will never be right tor Labour,
The Last frve vears have seon the
MASE SEFOUs CConemic ¢nsis the
capitalist svstem has faced sinee
the war. loternationally  the
system las been struck a vaniety

ot servous blows  mass
working-class  militancy In
Spain and  Italye a4 near-

revalution an Portougal. vie-
torious hberation mosvements i
southern Africa and lndochina,
and now revolution in bran,
[he  British  working-class
MOVEIMeNt Wiy at s strongest
in 1974, having just brought
Heulth to fus knees, Even o the
face of mass unemployvment and
falng hiving standards. trade
umon memberstip has con-
tinued to rise over the past live
veiars, What could have heen a




more  favourable “opportuniry
tor making serious inroads into
the serv foundations of the
capitahist system”

The tnnh s (and it has long
cedased to he a secret) that the
leadership of the Labour Party
do not want to overthrow
capitalisnl - thev  are  com-
mitted 1o making it work. The
logic ot making capitalism work
during a crisiy is to cut living
standards, o lav oft workers
and close down factones, 1o
make those that are lett work
harder, to cul soelal expen-
diture,

Nowondera Firaneial Tiines

colummst commented:
“l cannat for the lite of me think
of any  reason why anvone
should consider voting Conser-
vative  at the next general
clection, in terms of what Mrs
Thatcher's ores have to ofter,
we are dlready served by about
A% good 4 conservative govern-
ment as we are Lkelv 1o get, or
a start Mr Callaghan®s govern-
ment has sat out g level of
unemplovment that no Conser-
vative governmoent would have
dared to accept™ (29 November
1977).

The loss in 1977 of Labour's
overall magornity in the House of
Commons provided Callaghan
wilh the perfect excuse to follow
his  natural  bent and  do
nothung. Should any ‘I ribunite
try and remind the government
of the long-forgotten
Mainifesto. Callaghan could
reply that to stay in oftice he
dare not offtend the Liberals ¢
Scottish Natwonailists ¢ Enoch
Powcll  (delete where  ap-
propriate),

For much of his premiership
Callaghan was fortunate. The
TUC general council backed
wage restramnt. Thanksto North
Sea ol and  Healey's hard
money policies the pound rode
high, helptng to bring inflation-
down from the peaks it reached
in 1975-77.

Callaghan could safely adopt
the role of 4 complacent father-
flgure  who  knew best. He

reminded many commentators
of Stanley Bladwin, do-nothing

x

1ory prime mimister during the
last slump, in the 1930s.

But once the going got
rough  cspecially  during the
industrial struggles of the past
three months -—the government
disintegrated. Abandoning the
most  buasic tradition of  the
l.abour movement
solidarity-—Callghan called on
warkers to cross picket-lines.
He agreed with the TUC a
Concordat which opens the way
tor anti union legisiation under
a lTory government {xee our last
ISS1EC),

He scrabbled around for the
parhamentary votes necessary
to ensure his survival fora lew
more months  oftering lower
energy  prices for  northern
[reland to the Ulster Unionists.
UATYMen's compensation to
the Welsh Nationalists. engag-
g in the crudest sart of pork
barrel politics.

Watching the crecping
paraiysis of the lLabour govern-
ment over the past tew months
called 1o mund  Iisraeb’s
description ot a decrepit Liberal
admimstration of the last cen-
tary;

“Axs 1 sat apposite the Treasury
Bench, the ministers remimded
me of one of those marine
landscapes not very unusual on
the coasts” of South America.
You behald a range of ex-
hausted volcanoes. Not a flame
thckers on a single pallid crest™

Callaghan's desperate effors
to stay in olhiee have finally
failled and we are now in the
middle of anelection campaign.

What can soclalists expect from |

the result?

Flection 79

o years hard Labour

1974, The year of two elections—- February. wiien | abour under
Harold Wilson wins the largest number of seats but not a majarity.
and October. when Wilson scrapes in with a majority. The miners’
strike 15 setiled and the Industrial Relations Act repealed. After
caving in betore the Ulster Waorkers' Council’s opposition to power-
sharing in Notthern [reland. the Labour government introduces as
A ‘temporary’ measure the Prevention of Terronsm Act. which
permits detention without trial and summary deportation. and is
still in force.

1975, Troops are used to break
Glasgow, The relerendum on Common Market membership in
June s turned mto an opinion poll on wage restraint. Alter u
massive "Yesw Wilson removes Anthony Wedgewood Benu, the
maost vocal left-winger in the Cabinet, Irom the Department of
Industry, and. with TUC backing. intreduces a £6 limit on wage
increases. When Chrysler threatens 1o withdraw from the UK. the
government dissuades them with a massive bribe.

1976. Harold Wilson resigns and is succeeded by James Callighan.
One of his lirst acts is 10 sack Home Oftfice Mintster Alex [yon.
who calls him a racist. During the wave ol racialist propaganda in
the Suer and other papers, giving rise to the murder of o number of
blacks and stimulating the growih of the Nazi National Front, in
the spring and summer of that vear, Lahour continues to implement
the racialist Immigration Act inherited tfrom the Tories. [Denis
Healev uses the pretext of a loan from the International Monetary
Fund to cut public spending by £1 hillion.

1977. A wave of strikes notably in British Fevland, threutens the
sirvival of the social contract. To stay in office Callaghan makes i
pact with ‘the Liberal Party. Northern Ireland Secrctury Row
Mason apenly deploys Special Air Service terror squads in the Six
Counties. Aubrev, Berry and Campbell are prosecuted under the
Official Secrets Act for their interest in signals intelligence. |he
TUC continues 1ts support for wage restraint. froops are used
against the Firemen’s strike.

£978. The end of the lib-Lab pact forces Callaghan to relv on the
support on the Scottish Nationalists (in exchange tor the
Devolution Bill) and the Ulster Unionists {manv of wham admire
Roy Mason’s firm way with "terrorists’). Despite the 13 C decision
to return to ‘free collective bargaiming’ Healey proposes a hve per
cent limit on wage increases.,

1979. The success of Ford workers and lorry drivers in busting the
five per cent limit, encourages widespread strike action in the public
sector, The fallure of 40 per cent of the Scottish electorate o
support devolution brings to an end Callaghan's alliance with the
SNP. On 28 March the Tories win a motion of noconfidence in the
government by one vote,

dustrmien™  <inke  In
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The Tory enemy

The day after the Labour
government fell share prices
rose to their highest level ever.
The stock market 15 a very
imperfect  indicator  of  the
desires or intentions of big
husiness. Nonetheless, there is
no  doubt that the British
capitalist class wishes to see a
Tary government elected.

This situation represents a
marked change. Until very
recently hig business was quite
happy to see Labour continue in
office. Callaghan and Healey.
as shown in the previcus article.

implemented mpeccably pro-
capitalist policies.
Furthermore, they had been

able to mobilise the lovalties of

the trade union leadership, and
indeed many rank-and-file ac-
tivists at convenor and senior-
steward level, in suppart of, or
at least acquescence in, these
policies.

A Tory government. especial-
ly one headed by Marparet
Thatcher, would, it was feared.
distupt this consensus and re-
awaken old hatreds. After all it
1s onty tive vears ago that trade

union mibktancy crushed (he
Health government. Waould
Thatcher farc any better? Why
bother. since Labour wis im-
plementing  Tory  policies
anyway”

What changed this situstion
wis the collapse ot the sacal
contract. The trade umon
leadership were unable 1o pre-
vent the strikes of the past six
months. even though thev did
their best to sabotape them onee
under way (see. tar exgmple, the
article by MartinJones on the
Ford strike on page 200)
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Rank-and-tile organisalion
showed, especally during the
lorry drivers” strike, that it stll
packed i punch than could
bring the government and the
emplovers to therr knees,

These events  havwve
strengthenced support within the
ruling class for a stratepy ol
controntation. The  aufumn
already saw a united employers’
offensive on a number ol fronts
(se¢ Steve leffervs” article
Nocialiss Review No BLoan
offensive which still continues.
tor example in cngineering (see
Page W)

Fabour's formula of rehance
o the trade-union burcaucracy
no  longer seems o tit the
sttuation, The Concordat. inthe
concessions 1t makes to the
Taries on issues like picketing.
extremely  dangerous
document bocause 1t
strengthens the deolomeal case
for attacks on trade umon
rghits.

However, many emplovers,
while they mav well use the
Concordit to bkack them up,
clearly belicve that the trade
urion leaders are no  longer
reliable allies.

The alternative stralegy 18

M oan

that olfered by the Tory right-

wing, which adds up o reliance
(37 [ Wy O Weanons

uneraplovment (via control aof

the money supply) and anti-

nnien  leeislatiaon. Sinee the
lotry  drivers™  strike  the

demands  that  ‘secondary”
picketing and strikes in tessen-
tlal services’ by banned have
reached crescendo pitch.

The Torv emplovment
spokesman.  lames  Prior, s
opposed  to usimeg  the  law
agmiinst  the umoens  after the
disastrous  experience of  the
Indnsirial Relations Act and s
in Gavour ol 4 Tory version of
the social contract. However,
his position within the Tory
leadership  has become  far
wieaker in the past Tew months,
and 10w rumoured that he will
not be appointed Emploviment
Secretary should Thateher win
the clection,

Thatcher  hersell won the
party  leadership thanks o &
right-wing revolt among Con-
servative hick-henchers.
Should the lornes win the
clection with o large majoriy,
the House of Commons will be
packed out  with real-estate
apents, solictors and  stock-
brokers baving lor blood. They
may get e,

Its zoing 1o be a race betweenan election and intlation getting back
into datthle Tigares, The Jatest gonernment price index showed o
rse of 9.6 per cent over the vear to Pebroary: the March hgure
might just Lall short o Healey™s magic ten pereent. Its o certamty.
however, that prices are now rising faster than Late last vear.

I'he covernment's Price Commission admits that the period
helore the December-Jannan wages offensive as alreads showing a
big rise in price notifications from large companics. and the rate ol

retl price mcreases
Ik tresh vegetables

even excluding big rises 1o seasonal foods
s been rising since Cietober, Apart from

the hig oll price nises coming through, other raw materials are now
costing much more tha a vearago. and the cost ol food as mensired
by the Price Cammission rose by o massive 17 per cent berween

Tty 1974 aned 1979,

M total value of afl prce inereases netitied to the comnussion
tondy Taregoer contpanies have to give noticed was L3013 nuilhion.

N

4
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The left's choice

A lory victory in the general
clection would bring to otlice
the most right-wing povern-
ment ol the century. It would
provide  a  mandate for a
programme  of viciously anb-
working-cluss poheies.

[ hatcher has promused to
reduce the tax burden on the

rich. increase indirect  taxes
iand thercfore proces).  cut
public spending  (exeept. ol

course. on defence and faw and
order). prevent Britain {rom
becoming ‘swamped” by black
people. and take on the unions,

| his 1w the heart of the case
for voting Labourin the general
ctection, Callaghan mav be bad,

it Thaiatecher will be much
WO S,
We should not., however.

allow ourselves to lall into the
oppostte trap, 1 the enes win
the election. we will hear a great
deal from those on the leftof the
1 abour Party about how things
might have been ditterent. and

can still be ditterent i the
tuture, if only labour had
followed u different course and
adopted an talternative
cCOnOmIC Strategy’.

|.et us not spend Lo much
time considening the merits of
such a strategy. Essentially ar
rests upon the mtroduction of
import controls o desice lor
cyporting unemplovment and
raising prices which s guite
rrelevant toooa o sitnation ot
micrnational cconomie Criss,

[he important pomt 1s that
the feft of the Labowr 1Party
have been living non what might
have beens” ever since The 1irst
| shour government wis pitch-
ed ot ol olfice {also bva vote ot

no confidencey in 1924,

They continue to hope that
next tine it will he difterent.
that next time the right people
will control the cabimet and that
we can then take the first steps
on the parliamentary road 1o
sociahism.

[l and right in the Labour
Party alike see politics i the
same light --as 4 struggle at the
tap. in the National Executive
Committee. the Parliamentary
| abour Party. the Cabinet, the
House of Commons, the 110
ecneral  counal,  unon ex-
coutive councils. The rank ind
tile of the libour movement are
lett to Yook on and cheer.

But once in otfice the lelts
find themselves caught inatrap.
Committed to change within
the exisung structures of power.
thev Mind themschves foreed to
defend these structures and
mike them work as il they were
right-wingers.  Consider  the
sory fate of Michael Foot. the

as Jim Callaghan's tame tabby.
1t 1s time 1or i new strategy
onc that relies an the arpansa-
tion, activity and consciousness
of rank-and-file workers rather

than manocuvres at the ton,
From this stand poing 11 1s
clear that trade union rights are
already under atrack and will
continue to he under attack
whether [ abour or Tarws come
to power. The dilference lies
mainty in the pature of the
attack. Labour must try to carry
the trade union bureaucracy
with them. thence the Congor-
dit) while Thatcher will most
fikely apt Tor g frontal assault.
A detear for the Conser-
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vatives will be o deteat for those
who wish to see more attacks on
the workers” movernentl, There
15, untortunately, no credible
socihist alternative to Labour
which has a hearing among
significant numbers of workers,
To abstainn a siteanion where
the mass of workers conhinuge,
despite evervihung which has
happened, to support [abour
woutld bhe the
irresponsibility,

Socwhsts will. theretore, be
lorced. reluctantbky and agamnst
their wishes. to call for the
return of a lLabour government
{although voting, in the tew

{ ambodia

Not suarprisimgly, the Viet-
namese invasion of Kampuchea
(Cambodia) and the Chinese
invasion of Victnam have caus-
ed much heart-searching among
the world’s tar left,

Alter all. the heroic struggle
of the Victnamese people
against US imperialism was one
of the chict mspirations during
the revival of the Furopean and
north American revolutionary
feft in the late 1960s. Hundreds
of thousiands of voung students
and workers were swept into a
movememnt of solidarity with the
victnamese ftreedom highters
and of protest against the
harbharitics of the Americans
and their clients.

The tall of Saigon and Pnom
Penh in 1975 scemed to many
soclatists in the west 0 open up
a new, more hopetul, chaptern
the history of the third world.
Instead, the new states created
bv these historie victories over
impenalism have been at each
other’s throats in a struggle
culminating in the occupation
of Cambodia by Vietnamese
troops 1 January and the
Chinese attack on Viectnam the
fotlowing month.

This situation has created
immensc theorctical headaches
for those who believed that the
defeat of mmperialism in 1973
had opened the way to the
construction of socialism in
Indochina. One of the most
interesting reactions has beenin
the United Secretartat of the
Fouth International (USFI}).

The USFI have long con-
sidered CChina, Vietnam and so
on to he ‘detormed workers’

woirst sort of

constitirencies where they will
stand. for candidates (o the left
ot L.abour.

However, our real task is to
build (he rank-and-file
arganisattons through  which
workers can defend thesemves
from the attacks wecan expect
0 the coming months. Implheit
within these organisations is the
power, not only (o win defen-
sive haitles within the existing
syslem. but o overturn that
system and replace 1t with a
socialist society, It 1s here that
the real road to sociatism, the
alternative to Labour’s dead-
end 18 to be lound.

states™. For their {largely Euro-
pean based) majority the same
went for Pol Pot’s Kampuchea.

s0  the war between it and
Vietnam was. tor them, a
fratricidal  war
workers” states’

This of course had 'nathing in
common  with socialism  and
communism’,  Responsibility
was  put squarely  on o ‘the
criminal actions ot all the ritling
burcaucrats”.

The ‘bloody terrorists of the

Pol Pot clique” were particular-

v singled out. 'But the tuask of
overthrowing these tyrants was
and remains the job of the
Cambodian  workers and
peasants. Under no  cir-
cumstances can this task be
given to the bureaucracics ol
other countrnes and their ar-
mies’, And so they calied for the

hetween

Popular contradictions
?

‘immediate withdrawal of the
Victnamese regular army {rom
Cambodia™

But a large minority ot the
USFD did not share this posi-
iton. The lapancse section tor
instance, hatled the wvictory ol
the Vietnamese armed lorces
and thewr Kampuchean alhies as
A ‘new advance of the Indo-
Chinese Revolution'

The paper of the TUSFIs
British  section.~ Socialist
Challenge, also welcomed the
Viethamese invasion of Cam-
hodia.

The American supporters of
the Fourth International. the
socwlist Workers Party, took a
simtlar position and (this s
where the argument bocomes
interesting) backed it up by
asking *Pol Pot Regime - Was
It 1 Workers” State”, An article

ol this title in their paper. the
Milntane (23 Februarv). answers
dquite clearly that it was not.

1 his is the bare bones of thenr
argument, In 1967 "a massive
peasant uprising took place n
the main rnice growing district of
Battambiang. T he rebellion was
crushed. But in its afiermath
guerritla lorces led by the
refatively  young  Cambaodian
Communist  Party began 10
grow, By 1970 they had an
armed foree ol about 4000,

[n March 970 a US sup-
ported coup imposcd the regime
-0f General Lon Nol. After this
and the abortive LS invasionin
May 1970 “the peasant rebels
won  the vast hulk ol the
countryside and held on to it
untid the fall ot LLon Notin Aprnil
975",

"As m Vietnani, the military
command structure that heads
the  peasant armiy was not
revolutionary  sociulist,  but
stalinst. The Kampuchean CF
.. adhered 1o the strategy of
“peaple’s war™ which called for
peasants. fighting in the coun-
tryside ‘to the exclusion ot the
r-.;u-nluiihnurf mabilisation of
the urban working class and
pPont’, _

So oo 't fadded to take
advantage of the massive anti-
l.on Nol. anti-war and anti-US
demaonstrations thar - shook
Pnompenh and other Kam-
puchean cities in 1972,

Nevertheless thev  were
welcomed by a further urban
mass uhsurge 1 (975 “The
Khmer Rouge commanders.
hawever, guickly demonstrated
thew had  no  antention of
argantsing and relving on the
masscs” (o overcome  Kam-
pucheca'’s soctal crisis or of
acting in thalr Interests.

‘Having come to power onthe
crest of a revolutinnary upsurge
in the countryside, they not only

5




hrutally smashed and dispersed
the urban populition. but they
drime back the land seizures
and redistribunion begun by the
peisints,

'he mthors ot the Mifican

article then onthine the vicious”

way in which the Pol Pot regime
Jdispersed the urhan population
but make clear that “despite the
extreme  character of the
measures taken by the ol Pot
reeime. such pelicies ofter no
pusele ab it s understood that
stahimist and  other petty-
honrecors nationahst currents
arcabien irom the workimg class
in prosramme, and i Ching
and Indochina, in social com-
position as well.

Dovelopments such as those
ol Pol Pot. were, they argue.
lorseen by Trostky, wrnitimg an
e peasant goerrillas in Ching
e 1932 The commanders and
COMIMSSATS appear in the @nse
ol absolute masters ot the
sittion and upon occupying
the cities will be rather apt Lo
look down from above on the
warkers © L

| here were they sav, wendet-
cles i this doeeetion in Ching
alter the 1949 revolution, but i
kampuchen.  the  canflict
Ltotshy warned of teok an
cxtremely sharp farme resulting
i deteat tor the waorking peo-
nle

| he “tundamental cconomic
stritteey of  The Kampochean
repimie noder Pol Pat” oo wis

o anisvimise exploitation of

libour and nyimmise consump-
hecome  sell-
silticient o food  and  ac-
cumulate  an agricultural
surphies that could be sold on the

1. Sy G Lae

waorld nurket. Through these
cwpuits. 0 wonld Tinance in-
dusteroilisatuon’

o RIS Mo s
i rihist-hacked torees wis i
desvastiating blow g Kam-
puche’s honraeosie. almaost il
ot whierm hod 1led by the tall ol
P ™ol an 19750 The aimern-

deteat ol 1o

et et imto the hands ol the
“Avcka” (the Kampuchean O
appniitus), s hd all urban
properiy and oo growimg postion
cb the apriculinal Livmd

) he deteat ol Ton Nol's
pprer s t=Bcked FoTees wis
devastating  hlosw o Kant-

puchea’s bourgeoisie, atmaost all
of whom had fled by the tall ot
| on Nol in 1973, The govern-
ment came ito the hands ot the
"Angkar {(the Kampuchean CP
apparatus). as did all urban
praperiy and o growing portion
of the agricubtural land.

“For commentitons.
this was cnough to prove that
capitalism had been
overthrown in Kampuchea.

‘But the nationabisation ot
property 18 not by itsell sul-
fictent to establish @ workers

S0me

state,  The mntervention of the
workers  the  only  loreg In
modern society capable of

cstablishing and muuntaining a
Progressive  economig
structure s necded,

“The nationalisitions 10
Kampuchea came about not
through maohilisations of the
even  limated

ones bt

workmg - cliass

and  controlled
[ollowing the Khmer Rouge's
crushing of the urban waorkers,”

‘I'he Kampuchean working
class hax no stake whatever
the nationalisation of property.
carried  out owithout its par-
ticipatien, by the  petty-
hourgeoisic m the  Angkar.
These were the actions of a new
haritrgeoisie pestating  in o the
slate apparatus, They were naot
anticapitalist actions by the
Kampuchean workers - . the
nationahsatious under Pol Pot
have numerous  parallels

Y| hey are in the same iy
wilh tha extensive
nationalisations hy regimes in
Fovpt. Burma., Mosamhbigue
and  Angela, which were the
opposite of social overturns by
the workers Neocolontil
regimies are frequently foreed (o
toster the primvtve accamula-
ton of capital through the state
apparatus,’

Now the American SWE qre
not the only peaple to decde
(hat Pol PoCs Kampuehea had
nothing to do with <ocilisn
But what w nterestiing sihoud
there position s that it docs nol
simiply throw up dis hands i
horrar it the barbieites ot the
repimie bt diaows paradlels with
other  dovelopments  mo the
Third World” meludinge Chima
and Vietnm.

Nt ob conrse thir they driw

the conclusion that these too are
capitalist, They cliom that “mass
mobilisations averturned
capitahist property relatons in

South ¥ietnam in the spring ot

97X (nearly three vears atter
the Tall of Sagon),

And  when  the  Chinese
government wis compelled to
tike on L S impernialism in the
Korcan War, 1t hiad to chianec
course. Land retfornt was ex-
rended to ali of Southern China.
{Previogs waves of retorm had
attected onlyv the Northl

“The resulting  peasant
mobhilisations  spurred  urban
Anti-capibalist mohilisgtions

heginning i 9500 A workery

and peasants” governmment thus
came nto bhemme and bepan
carrving out  under  the
auspiees ot the maoist
bureaucracy  the  urban
maohbihsations  and  ccononue
measures  that n (4583
transtormed  Ching nto o
workers' ~tate” (Four
atter the Chimese Communis
Yarty had taken powert

Hut  aloneside  their hard-
headed anabys of Cambodin it
st he siand that these eliaims of
mass  mabthsiations bemm 1o
Tock o botle Lime. [t owill he
Interesting tooaee b anvone else

LA

Jdriws the same conclitsions,
Pore Goodhin

Sao Paulo

i

Ten days...

.. trom the international press
in the first month of the newly

imangnrated  Brazilian - presi-
dent, might-wing  hardhner
Figueiredao.

13 March (NZZ: Switzerland 15
Mirch)

Some 200,000 metal workers im
the Sao Paulo mdustrial arcs
(the largest industrial complex

Sin Latin America) began a strike

an Tuesdav after their wige
negotiations  had  Lmiled and
recognition  of  trade-onion
delepates in the factories wis
rcfused.

A trade union spokesman
said B percentare strikimg. [he
strike particularly atlects sub-
sidiaries of multinationals such
as Valkswagen (40000
workers),  Ford., Mercedes-
Beny, Chrysler,  Phillips,
Genercal Blectric and O,

22 Muarch (Rewrer)

A T abour Mimstry spokesman
wittd vesterday that the govern-
ment hid the power to arres
strike leaders and  suspend
striking metial workers without
pav indelimitely il the stoppage.
declared tllegal by g labour
court, wits not ¢nded.

Sao Paulo busdrivers and
Riov de laneira State schoai-
teachers also were on strike tor
IMare pay.

22 Mareh (later) (Kerrer)

Union  representatines agreed
todday 10 end a mine-dav-old
metalworkers” strike that has
parilvsed he motor industry m
Soo Paulo™s andustrial belt

abonr sovrges siid the settle-
ment was wmporary pending
lurther waee negotintions.

23 Narch fRenuner)

[wo of the three striking
metilworkers” umons Last myht
rejected apreements reached

between  thenr representiatives
and emplovers to end o mne-
dav ~stnike © L Lthour sources
a4,

More than 100000 workers
averwhelmingly voted against
the settdement with a show of
hands at the fontball stadwam n
the industnial suburk ol Sao
Bernardo,

At the Sao Cactino suburh
where General Motors has its
factoryv, at Jeast 50000 maore
workers also voled 1o continue
the strike.

Moembers ot the third umaon
were sull mecning tonight to
decide on whether to accepl
proposils.

I'he unrons had  previousiy
tirned down g stappered 63 per
eont inerease olfered by the Sao
ula Indostries Federation
(FITSPY unless an B per cent
MeTense wWon  tast vear  went
ahead separately,

Y Nlarch  (Futin
Feenranite Keprort)
Waorkers have also been more
audacious m their tactics. Fac-
tories run by Sousa Cruz. the
Rrasilian cguinvalent of British
Amernican Tohaceo. were closed
i oserverial states o the first

Ammerice

vitnultancous strike tnounits of a
single company. The ABC
metilworkers {5a0 Paulo) have
heen mounting pickets,

w




Engineering L mplovers Federation

‘Nein' is a 4-letter word

Broadway  Hemse, Torhat]
Street, Just off S bames’s Park
in London doesn't sound the
sort of place where vou'd expect
the cluss struggle 1o be holting
up. And il vou had 1o pick a
spot 1t wouldn™t be there you'd
choose ta hear about the result
ot the German steclworkery
strike.

But  times  are changing,

Broadway House s the home ol

some  of  Britain’s  muost
aggressive hossesthe Engincer-
ing  Fmplovers' Federation.
And list month they declared
Wi,

First of all came a document
(see hox) which spells oul
publicly  what a ot ol top
compaties, and quite a few
smaller ones, have begn saving
In private: now is the (me to
crush the mitlitant stewards.

Second  came the  ERES
answer to the national engtneer-
g wage-clvm, The small but
cnthusiastic lobby outside the
av Lalks (who cheertully booed

.....

Tt ."uhh-‘. Blachpon! 77

l.ord Scanlon) eouldn't have
heen much surprised by the pay
olter: a pathetic £5 in response
to o £20 claim. The amoont of
steam behind the chiim wonld in
any  cuse embarrass a leaky
kettle.

Bul as part of the ‘offer” came
a demand for union “com-
mitments” on productivity angd

agatnst  sirikes  outside
procedure. And the emplovers
further  generously  proposcd

long-term agreements on con-
ditions {with no reduction in
hours tor many vyears) and
alterations to the engineering
lav-off  agreement - —because
tirms had to pay out a lot during
the lorry strike,

German Tesson

From their reply to  the
Conled unons and from their
now  hardline  document  on
disputes it tooks as though
cngineering bosses have been
walching what's heen happen-

g m Germany and have liked
whill theyve seen.

Their reply to the unions first
ol all quotes with approvat the
‘highly  respecled” Council of
I'xperts in West Germany -4
so-calied mmpartial bady which
advises  government  and
cmplovers on the cconomy,
rather ftke (he set up proposcd
in the Concordat,

This boady came up with their
views last yvear on the 35-hour
week  and, surprise. surpnise.
condemned 1t. Its conclusions.
sav the EEF. "are  the
background to the recent agree-

standard 40-hour week until at
least 31 December 1983, that is
the next hive vears.

The FFF also throws the
Gernun agreement in engineer-
ing (reached in the altermath of
stechworkers’ defeat? mio the
argument about produoctivity.
German emplovers can attord
Lo pay very much higher wages
than Brtish ones "and vet we all
know that German cmpiovers
in the engineering  indusiry
setiled tor a wape mncrcase ol

Just 4.3 per cent on | January

this vear”,

And just to encourage Terry
Dultv. and his tavourite hobby-
horse ot harmonising  shop-
Hoor and otfice conditions. the

emplovers suggest they copy

Crermany and have a long-term
agreement, perhaps like the new
one ‘which maintains the 40-
hour week until 1983 and {ixes

hohidavs for the next seven
vears.” Davidd Beecham

nient il the German engineering
imdustry  which confirms the

T —-—.
R
"We need to restore authortty and discipline on the shop [Toor™ sad
the [Director of Manpower from Delta Metal ar o conferenee last
month. to nods of approval from assorted industrial relations
managers of such companies as GKN. APV, BOC and Esso. Heas
not along, nor a member of the *loony right”. The clearest indication
of the tough line management now wants to take comes in (he
policy document released to the press by the FEngineering
Emplovers’ Federation on March 14,

The EEF document doesn’t just invite its 6.000 member
companies to take a hard line. It virtually orders them to. It says:
¢ “these pudehnes aim to help emplovers achieve preater confidence
and coherence 1n the practice of collective bhargaining, and in
responding to the threat or fact of industrial action™.
® (he guidelines aim to ensure “any employer following them will
not leel isolated”,

* “where an employer has nghts undera national, local or domestic
agreement, he must be vigilant to exercise and maintain them™.
8 employers “should press the need tor appointment ol stewirds
with proper qualifications who are competent lor office™.

& “ahuse of the position and power of stewards should not be
accepted™.

® “emplovees should he made aware that their cmployver s willing to
provide facilities for secret hallots™.

* “to mamtain the authority of Procedure, of union officials and
management, companies should refuse to negotiate where
Procedure has heen breached™.

® “lay-ott pay should not be offered for those affected by disputesin
the same plant or wader bargaining unit™,

o “industrial actian such as po-slows, refusal to work normally_and
blacking of emplovees., products or machimes should not be
tolerated for more than a few days. Alter a warning. with a
sutficient period allowed for reflection. suspension without pay
should be the normal response™.

* “lump sum payments should not normally be offered by way of
settlement as an inducement torelurn to work .. . as regards income
tax refunds, companies can hmit their obligation (o pav them
during the course of a strike by giving notice. and passing the
obhligation back. the Inland Revenue".

® “a company's striking employee should not be recruited by other
companies while the strike lasts: nor should its work be carried out
by other companies, unless by agreement. A customer company
should not pressurise a supplving company whose employees are on
strike to make an unsatistactory compromise settlement, Any
company subjected to such pressures should feel free to invoke the
influence of its Association or of the bFederation™.

P e e . "~ ]
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Bosses

The employers’ offensive

There 15 now a guite clear
pattern of moves by leading
companies  and  empioyers’
associations to take the offen-
sive. The lead-up to a probable
Tory election victory. with hints
of changes to the picketing laws,
and the Concordat™s guldes on
weakerming trade uniomism have
heen  guate ymportant en-
cotragements,  But  the  reul
reasons e deeper than this.

First of all the emplovers
recognise the ultimate tatlare of
the  sacmil-contract  strategy.
1he tremendous wave of strikes
which shattered the
government’s pay  policy and
exposed union feaders” inatnlity
tor control the rank and fHle have
convinced a lo1 ol managements
that thevve gol to take the
inittive themselvesim conlron-
itng  the  workforee.
redundancey.  rooting  out
mlitants cte.

Right wingers like Chapple,
NDuity. Bovd and Co are trving
(o do their best to convinee
emplovers to leave it 1o them,
But tor the tinte being manage-
ment don't believe the umon
leaders can do the trick.

forcing

Solidarity appeal

This feeling lies behind
series of appeals by CRI leader
Sit lohn Mcethyven tor more
‘cmplover sohidariy™. Partly
this is anattemp teenhance the
C 81 ailing prestige. But it also
represenls  the  same forees
behind  the new  engineering
cmplovers’ docume nt
“Crinidelines on Collectine
Harmuning and  Response 1o
industrol Action” (see o),
FEF

SUATIL

| he  omens obf the
docnment g back
menths, Soveral major firms
and  GKN o particalar
Phreatened (o quit the PRIt
Jidn't produce 4 poliey which
wollld enable management to
rht stewards” organisation and
mvolve right-wing AUTEW ol
Vicnls i <tamping out mihtan-
L

| his sttatnde may seem odd
foo readers ob this magasane
whove beoome acenstomed to
(he weakness ol most AUEFW
arginmsiihion, Rut the FFRtsell
s recently come oait with
Loures which show that the
mitmber ol stpkesmengineering
wank up last vear trom 862 1o
Gt ab which S per cent wery

!

unofficial {zovernment hgures
for the same period show strikes
talling from 449 to 4020

GKN was tar from alone.
Hardline companies like
Westland Aircraft, Serck. Bir-
mid Qualcast. Johnson
Matthev.,  Powell  Duffryn,
Fdgar Allen, 1.ow & Bonar have
all been exerting their influence
to get a tough ling agreed in the
FEF.

Not surprisingly these are the
same  companies that always
impose Jock-outs {five 10 the
rast tew weeks in South Wales
alone).  They are the same
companics that tund
hlacklisting organisations like
the Feonomic l.eague. and
many ol them supply members
af the Economic League ceniral
council.

Reasons

The reasons why this should
be happening now are not hard
to lind. Apart from simple
hatred ot shop-tloor organisa-
tion. engineering firms at the
heavy end ol the market have
not henefitted ereatby (rom last
vears the ‘mimi-boom’,

{1 R6 sigmihicant takeovers
last vear. IR were at the heavy
end of engineering, with weik
companics heing swallowed up
and rationahsed. Latest interim
profits in the  mechamcal
crngineering sector are only up
.5 per ocent on the previous
vear: metals fet! by .7 per cent.

This s o much worse pertor-
manee than any other par of
the capital goods sector. even
butlding.  And  lalest annual
prolits are relatively cven worse
tm actveal  terms of  cash
mechanical  engineering  stll
leads the tield. though).

Financiallv, many engineer-
g frms need 4 contimuous
oiensive on productivily., jobs,
condinons and disciplime. The
smaller ones to survive: the
bigger ones 1o grow . o compete
itermationally and to reward
thesr {nends,

A second muajor reason s the
degencrition ofthe AUE W into

an  inereasmely hankrupt
wmion  hoth timancially and
pohticallv. Some  compames

have plaved nosmall part in thns
anvwayv, with fimancial ard anct
e otl Tor ‘moederate’ can-
didiates and facilities tor the
right side todistribute hterature

and hold meetings.,

I'he problem now is (hat
companies need to bolster tul-
full-time oftictals at the expense
of stewards —hence the lovely
phrase in the EEF gudelines on
maintaining ‘the authority of
Procedure. of union oftieials
and management’,

The emplovers are not helped
bv the fuct that the AUEW s led
bv. let’s say. some fairly made-
quate right-wingers in the main,
FThe hosses (oo are given 1o
making snide cracks abouw
‘poor Terry'.

And the cmplovers attack
concides with one of the most
powerful rank-and-tile often-
sives In yvears  almost entirely
nutside heavy manutacturing
industry. A huge gap is opening

up i the centre of the industrial
stage, A crude right wing 1in
charge of a decrepit union
stracture.

The AUEW? traditional left
almost plaved out on a national
level and catastrophically weak
in certasn arcas. And an offen-
sive on jobs, conditions and
arganisation which could wreak
havoe in many areas and in-
dustries,

The potential for a major
disaster exists. Butequally if the
small signs of returning con-
fidence on the shop tloor. and
the new generation ol voungish
militants, are hinked together.
the lessons ot successful rank-
and-file organisation elsewhere
can he guickly relearned.

Certainly  there have been
enough signs of determination

'In the past few weeks—at [CL.,

Hawkers,  Caterpillar, GEC,
Creneral Motors _and  other
tirms  {or the emplovers not to
he too confident about winning
their well-planned ottensive.

ey Heolt

et ————————
More workers went on strike in January alone than in the whole of
1971, 1975, 1976. 1977 or 1978, And the numbers who took
industrial action of some sort were probably larger than in any
maonth since Mav 1926, Somany in fact that the normally-contident
Department of Fmplovment admits that its figures of 1,428,100
involved 1n stoppages and 2585000 strike days in January are
‘nrovisional and cspecially subject to later reviston’.

As usual the DE's figures don’t include overtime bans. go-slows
etc and it says that ‘a substantial part’ of January's public sector
action took this form. February's figures hadn't appeared as this
wsue of Socfalist Review was prinled. but it looks as though the
government’s experls are going to have a lot of head-scratching to
do hefore they work out how massive the revalt against the five per

cent was.,

Spain

After the vote

The general elections of |
Mareh were, with the exception
ol the Basque country, a victory
for the rnhing UCTY and their
right-wing policies. Although
expected to lose seats, prime
minister Adolfo Suarcs™ party
ended up with {68 a couple
CXIrL,

The major electoral challenpe
of the Socialist (PSORY Laled to
materialise. In fact, whilc gain-
ing three seats, they actually Tost
Vg

The UICTDY won above all
thanks to fear. The threat of o
victory by the lelt umited the
right hehind the TCD, This was
refiected 1o the tatlure of the tar-
right VO { Democratic Coali-
tioon. lormerely  the Popular

Alhance) whose seats fell from
I6 1o 9. although this was partly
heciapse it lost votes to the
[ascists for having supported
the new ‘democratic” Constitu-
non last December,

The PSOF. which won {21
seiats. abviousky tailed to break
new ground among middle class
and. above all. ruralvoters. The
( ommunist Party  (PCEY.
which spent most of the cam-
patgn attacking the Soctahsts,
increased thelr seats from 20 to
23,

Sinee the election the PCE
have continued to insist on the
need for a ‘government of
demogcritic co-operation” (i€ @
coatition uniting the UCT and
the reformist parties) or at least
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a pact between the government
and the left—otherwise, ‘the
country wifl be faced with four
vears of instability’.

The low turnout (67 per
cent ten points below the jast
clection m  June 1977) was
surprising and reflects a con-
siderable degree of apathy and

disenchantment aflter 21
months  of bourgeois-
democratic rule.

However, the real blow

against Suarez was struck in
Euskadi {the Basque country).
Much to the horror of affthe big
parties, the radical nationalists
(Abertzales) won four con-
gressmen and a senator.

Here are the results for the
Basyue country {the Abertrales
are starred).

PNV {Basque National Party)

290,000
uen 248.000
PSOE 240,000

HB (Herri Batasuna - Popular
Unity)* 173 400

'EE (Euskadiko Eskerra—

Basque 1eft)*
PCE

85,000
46.000

Between them the two radical
naticnalist  coalition  polled
nearly 260000 votes, not far
behind the bourgeais PNV,
which won seven seats. The
Absertzales stand for naticnal
independence. socialism and a
complete break with francoism.

Twao of the four parties which
make up HB called for absten-
tions in the 1977 election, and
their support undoubtedly com-
es from sympathisers with ETA
(mhtar}, the wing of the Basque
iberation army  currently
engaged in armed struggle
against the police and the army.
Thus the myth of the “terrorists’
isolated from popular feeling
has been shattered.

Although HB is a coalition of
social democrats, libertarians
and revolutionary socialists, the

] -
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Fong struggling workers against redundancy in Fuzkadi

latter are closest 1o ETA and
cnjoy the greatest influence on
HBs predominantly vouthful
supparters. Their pragramme
differs from those of the main
revolutionsry groups mainly in
its ermphasis on national in-

dependence.

{n  other issues—women’s
rights, opposition 1o class
collaboration, the
revolutionary road to
socialism  HBS  position s

broadly similar to that of the far
left. HB scems to have won
votes mainly from the PSOE in
the large working-class areas.
HB's deputies will not sit in
the "Spanish parliament’ unless
certain conditions, also put
forward by ETA {m) as a basis
for a cease-fire, are met, notably
the night of self-determination.
withdrawal of the Spanish
securtty  forces  and  their
replacement by foerces under
Basque control, amnesty for all
pehitical prisoners, the legalisa-
tion of all Basgue political
parties {two of HB's component
organisations, HASI and
1.LAIA, are still illegal), equality
for the Basque language and a
witde range of social and
econamic refarms which ‘would
henefit the working class’.

One HB deputy recently

‘the image of a
parliamentary party.

emphasised that ‘the struggle
for our liberation and for
socialism won't take place in
any parliament but in the
factories and in the streets’.
Fssentiaily, EE is ‘more
moderate’ than HB. It is
prepared te go to Madrid and is
prepared to work with the PNV
in demanding a statute of
autonomy for Fuskadi,
Nevertheless, EF is to the left of
the PCE on all issues. It is
inked to ETA (politico-
militar), a group which
specialises 1n  spectacular
propaganda stunts, kidnap-
pings and bombings— hardly
respectable

The PSOE and the PCE
accuse the Abertzales of split-
ting the working class in Fu-
skadl between Basques and
immugrants. In reality, many of
the radical nationalists” sup-
porters are immigrants’, as the
election results show.

‘Anvone  who  seils their
labour in Euskadi is a member
of the Basque working class’,
affirm the Abertzales. Many of
them, despite their intense and
sometimes mystical
nationalism, argue that only the
working class can win genuine
independence for Euskadi, and

that independence can only he
guaranteed by international
socialism.

The radical nationalists’ case
has been strengthened by the
consensus politics of the refor-
mists, the continued repression
practised by the state ap-
paratus and the relative passivi-
ty of the working class in the
rest of the Spanish state, which
have made it increasingly dif-
ficult for the revolutionary left
to argue against the radicals’
often sectarian and adventurist
hehaviour.

Radical—nationalist parties
did well elseshwere (with the
exception  of  Catalonia)—
particularly in Galicia and the
Canarics. At the same time
right-wing nationalists have lost
ground.

COver a million votes were cast
for parties to the left of the
Communists  {although over
half went to the radical
natienaiists), representing
serious dissatisfaction with the
slowness of the reform process,
opposition to consensus and the
demanding for national self
determination.

The nght-wing maoists, the
PTE and ORT, got around
31500 votes. Since both |
organisations  confidently
predicted that they would have
deputics elected, they have gone
INto crisis since the election.

The two main revolutionary
arganisations, MC{Communist
Movement) and L.CR
(Revolutionary  Communist
league — Spanishsection ot the
Fourth International) won 89.-
(00 and 45 000 votes respective-
ly. improving on their perfor-
mances in the 1977 elections,
when they were still illegal. _

(riven the relative down-turn
in workers’struggles outside the
Basque country, these results
were  reasonable.  Both
organisations did best in Eu-
skadi, respectively winning
17.064 and 10,200 votes there.
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Carilio:
‘Long live the constitution’

i ‘Long live democracy

‘fong live the king
‘Long five Spain’
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Bishop:
‘Don't forget the family'

‘Long five the famify’
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The election campaign itself
was Hke a gigantic battle

hetween soap companies. Most

partiecs reached unimaginable
heights of banality n therr
electoral propaganda. which
coulld  have been  swopped
around without making any
naticeable  ditference.
government’ and ‘moderstion’
were the watch words,

The campaign was marked by
the censorship ot numerous left-
wing broadcasts by the openly
pro-government television and
radio, The mamm targets of
censorship were  the
revolulionary lett, the radieal
nationahsts and a coalition ol 4-
50.000 media workers called the
Umion tor Liberty of Expres-
S101.

The .CR had the demand
that fascists be purged trom the
armv and referehces to repres-
ston 1n the Basgue country cut
from a IV broadcast. The MC
had two programmes complete-
iv stopped when they refused to
accept similar cuts aimed parc-
ticularly at references to the
king: and republhicanism. .

Meanwhile the tascists were
aliowed to pedal all thewr filth
unhindered. Their illegal use of
thc national flag was con-
veniently overlooked.

Predictably  the campalgn
invoived numercus fascist at-
tacks on the left. Often the
assallants well-known
Fuerzia’ Nueva members, or
even candidates. But the police
did little to hinder their friends.

One of the most vigious

WS

incidenits took place outude the..

PTE's offices in central Madnid.
Three fascists” attacked the
party’s vouth leader. Apnoun-
cing they would ‘change the
pretty face on the PTE's elec-
tion posters’. they proceeded to
Jlash her face and chest wath
knives.

Meanwhiie @ number of
strikes continue to trouble the
O D government and s refor-
mist allies. Numerous disputes
have ag=in hroken out i the
metal  industry.  with g
demonstrations and strikes
Bilhan and Galica.

no sooner had the eletions
fimished  when  electricity
workers (n the Cananes and
metro-workers  in Barcelona
were threatened  with
militncisation”  (one ot the
dictatoarship’s  lavourite
remedics) Ul then strikes con-
tinued, ,

Ome of the most important
dispuites during the clection was
in the hospitils. The (ailure of
wige  negotintions  affecting
| 60Ot hospital workers led to

1)

“Firm -

widespread  stoppages  and
lightining  strikes. However.
under the new Consitution it 1%
legal to strike 1n ‘essential
services’, 50 the government
decided to ban the strike.

The situation ¢eame to a head
in the massive 1.a Paz hospital
in Madred. Herc. as elsewhere,
hundreds of police were draited
into the hospital to prevent a
strike. Thev then proceeded to
chase strikers from building to
building to stop them holding a
mass meeting. In one day alonc
74 stnkers were arrested and
tour wounded.

The workers responded with
barricades and occupied part of
the hospital. In the end the
government backed down over
the strikes’ illegality as the issue
hecame increasingly an em-
harrassment for  their
‘democratic’ clectoral image.

Howcver, the militancy ot the
hsopital warkers owes nothing
to the official union leaderships.
The Socialist UGT opposed the
strike from the start, elhing the
workers to wait untt after the
elction, when the new. nodoubt
Socialist. government  would
solve their problems, while the
PCE-controlled Workers' com-
missions (CCHO) withdrew their
support as the strike radicalis-
ed.

The real leadership fell into
the hands of the workers
assemblies,  which  included
members of ali unions, as well
as non-union members. The

"wotrkers demanded not only

higher wages but & genuine
public health service for the
working class. After further
government and union in-
tervention.  negotiations  are
CONtIMUINE.

At FASA-RENAULT 1n
Valladolid. the CCO0, having
sold out the massive strikes (see
Socialist Review 10), has now
expelled six MC members {for
supporting “unofficial’ action.
The disgusting behaviour ot the
official lcadership during the
strike has led to a mass exodus
from the unions: an estimaled
50 per cent of the CCUM
membership have left, despite
the opposition of the expelled
MO nmhitants.

Meanwhile, over 300 pickets
have heen detained during the
first fow weeks that the new
anti-terrorist faws have been in
operation. Near Madnd ot
police attacking a demonstra-
tion  against water shortages
killed & 14 vear old boy with a
rubher bullet.

This incident highlighted the
terrible  housing conditions
under which so many workers
live, Apart from the police, the
municipat administrations are
onc of the main relics of the
dicatorship. These ad-
rninistrations, directly responsi-
ble for the demial of resources to
working-class areas, are run by
francoist and notortous for
their corruption and In-
competence.

The wmuch postponed
municipal elections, the first
since 1933, are now due to take
place on 3 Aprit, of course, they
won't solve these problems, but
thev do give socialists an appor-
tumity 1o intervepe in -many
localities where the
neighbourhood committees
have plaved a mihtant role.

In manv places the whole of
the local francoist hureaucracy
has joined the UCT. The left s
expected to do well in most
mator citics and so the CD and
the tascists are standing down 1n
favour of the UCD tocnsure the
widest possible unity on the
right,

The rtadical nationahsts.
greatly  encouraged by their
victories 1n the Cortes elections,
will plav a prominent roleinthe
municipal elections as well.

Alrcady Iiecgal
demonstrations, street batties
and strikes have bhroken out in
many Basque towns and cities.
4% Lthe Ahertzales and the tar lelt
have taken to the streets n
suppart of political prisoners
and against the persecution of
Basque refugees 1m France.
MNuring one such clash, two of
HBs newly elected deputies
were beaten up by the police
after showing their identity
cards.

The real struggle against the
UCD government and for the
elimination of all vestiges of
{rancoism  continues, owug
Andrews and Mary Reid.

France {1)

In recent weeks the world’s
press has been {ull of news of the
French steelworkers”  revolt
Pictires not onlv of mass
demonstrations but of hesicged
pohice stations and bhattlesin the
street have illustrated the deter-
mined nature of the
steelworkers” answer o the
announcement ol 254000 to
0000 suckings.

However. although the reac-
tion to the problem in France
has been more dramatic than
cliewhere the problem atself 14
one faced by workers of all the
advanced capitalist couniries.

Bourgeols  cconomisls  os-
timate that there is a surplus in
steel proaduction on the world
scale of between 15 and 20 per
cent and  for the Common
Market  countries  alone
hetween  HELOGO and 140,000
sackings are planned.

Blowing the lid

The massive nature of the
investment  necessary  for 4
maedern stee!l industry and its
importance for each npational
capitalism has meanl an in-
creasing amount of stale in-
tervention  whether  through
subsidies. participation or com-
plete nationalisation, The crisis
vnce 1974 has only accelerated
this process.

In France over the last ten
vears over {1000 mitien has
heen given to the steel barons in
handouts culminaung 1n the
decision last December by the
povernment  to hecome  the
major sharcholder in the steel
industry 1n order ta prevent s
liguidation and the disastrous
cftect this would have had on
the rest of French capital.

The attempts of the povern-
ment to ‘rationalise’ the steel

mdnstry are only

nart ol

rationalisation nlans
throughout France which arc
all the more drastic for having
been delaved till after last vear's
general elections. In a whole
series of industries the bosses,
with the government’s backing.
have heen on the oftensive. T he
clections  were  hardly  over
helore the lay-offs started and
factories began 1o close.

Fncouraged by the
government's almost immediate
abohition of price controls, by
the demorahsation of workers
alter the defeat ol the lett and
above all byvthe total lack ot any
organised response by the union
leadership the bosses went on
the attack,

Some defensive struggles did
tuke place but they remained
solated and were defeated often
with the violent intervention
either oif the riot  police




removil of workers occupving
seetions ol the Cleon and Flins
Renauli factories, or of hired
thugs --attacks on the picket
ines at Maouline.

The reaction of the unions
has been tvpical abthough all the
more  disgracetud  given  the
nattere of the sititation, The
national one-day stoppage as a
satetv valve has over the vears
been o commonly used tactic (o
defuse tank-and-file militancy

and to strengthen the
bureancrats” hargaining hand

but in no way does it force any
change in the capitalists’ basic
plans.

However sinee the elections

the one-day stoppages haven't
e¢ven  heen . national but by
mdustry and ofter regronal at
that. This has beentrue for both
ol the twa major unions —the
CP-dominated G oand the
CHIDYT. which is closer 1o (he
Socialist Party,

This tlagrant attempt by the
unwom leaderships (o divide and
weaken struggles has not gone
unnoticed by the government
who have only tightened the
screws further. On top of the
price  ‘thaw'. social security
contributtons  have been
reorganiscd to the benefit of the
emplovers, the law concerning
the 40-hour week has  been
made more “flexibic’. and the
law allowing in certain cases for
unemplovment benefits of 90
per cent of wages tor a vear has
heen scrapped! All this with no
more than a whimper from the
unons, .

No wonder, vor might think,
that the hd finally had to hlow.
And blow it certainly has in the
north and east, In fact these are
two areas which aiready had
high levels of unemployment —
the Nard Pas-de-Calatsupto 23
per cent in 1978 to ¥ per cont
with 115, (MK unemploved and
m Lotraine 30,000 or 7 per cent
of the active population out of
work.

It was in the heart of Lorraine
at longwy, where out of
working population of 20.000.
7.000  steelworkers were
threatened with the sack. that
the first explosion ecame. In
previous ‘reorganisations’ many
workers had been given special
early retirement so this time
round 1t s mainty  workers
between 35 und 45 who are for
the chop with all that that
implies  family ties, children at
scheol, mortgages cte.

For over & month Longwy
has bhcen  the  scene  of
demonstrations of one sort and
another but things reallyv ex-
ploded at the end of Febritary

when the police statton was

stormed. the loecal ‘chambre
patronale” {emplovers’ federa-
tlon ransicked  furmture

and documents chucked out of
the windoes and burned. and
tinally  the local  television
transmitling  station  occupied
and a pirate programme pop-
tlarising the struggle sent out.

A week later the steelworkers
in the north took a page out of
the Longwy book and after a
series of skirmishes in different
towns,  [lenain  erupled in
respanse to cantinued provoca-
tion trom the police—-arrests,
heatings up ol demonstrators
eI,

l.ate 1nto the night they
tought it out wath the riot police
not only with the useal stones.
nuets and helts, and catapults
agansl truncheons, tear gas and
anti-riot grenades but also with
Pt rof hnmhs: and somewhere 1n
the crowd a nfle.

Plemomsiration ar Denain

show  that  they are  good
patriots. but in recent months
their chauvinist campaign has
reached a high pitch,

Inaddition to the well known
poster ‘Fabriquons Francais®
Build ¥French, (strains of I'm
backing Rritain) the walls are
now adorncd with ‘Against a
German Lurope’. ‘France will
not be a suburb of Bonn'and so
on.

The CPs  anti-Germany
propaganda dates back to the
wiar with such slogans as A
chacun  son  Boche' (*Each
man get his Jerry’)) or *Make
Orermany pay’. Campaigns in
the 1950s against German rear-
mament have led to the recent
support for the French nucicar
deterrent (which  is  crary
cnough) and a campaigntostop
Germany having the homb.

In the steel industry the CP
claims that all the problems are
the fault of orders coming from

tracts for Concorde orthe latest
Mirage jet fighter!
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Attacked for being natinalist
the CP say thev are for a
workers' ‘Europe and point 1o
the meeting last  year in
[.orrame ot Furopean Com-
munist Parties, but this was no
mare than a talking shop and
when the crunch came shortlv
afterwards with the German
steclworkers’ strike there were o
tew articles in Humanite but no

In the wake of what happen-
ed at [enamn the government.
the French CBI and the press
were  full  of  stories about

irresponsible minorities stirring -

up vielence and the prime
minister,  Ravmond  Barre,
openly dccused the Communist
Partv and the CGT of plannimg
the troubles.

The CP hotlv denies this and
with sincernty lor it 15 no secret
that on ecverv occasion they
have tried 1o hold back the
workers or at the most channel
their disgusting nationalistic
propaganda has led to such
‘commando  operations’  as
hlocking trains full of German
coal or “foreign’ iron-ore and
tipping it out on the tracks. The
C'P. having often been accused
of  being manipulated trom
Moscow, are alwavs keen to

a (rerman-dominated Brussels.
The Davignon Plan®, which is
nothing maore than an attempt
by the Furopean ruling classes
to regulate steel production and
fact the existing crisis 1n steel
praoduction  without  cutting
each others! throats is bitterly
attacked by the C.P. as the
cendse of the crisis,

In the build up to the Euro-
pean clections the defence of
France. of French culture and
French  sovereignty  are  the
recurring CP themes, of which
the logicul conclusion must he
an inevitahle rallying behind
French capital and an unholy
alliance with the Gaullists who
are plaving the same tune.
["Humanite, the CP daily, i
torever singing the praises of
‘et successes in industry’ by

~which they mean export con-

L AR R L

acton, no saldiarnty, no black-
ing of French steel sold 1o
Germany during the strike, no
mectings., no  collections,
nothing,

And vet the rank and file of
tongwy and Denain have
shown that action does indeed
speak louder than words. The
first ‘explosion’ brought the
povernment to the negotiating
table. and second managed to
cxtract (the tollowing day) the
suspension of  the sackings,
£35000) redundancy payments,
and the reintroduction of the 90
per cent dole for a year,

Crumbs they mav be if vou
consider the prospects of fin-
ding another job but the lesson
has surely not bheen lost on
many that the only way to win
lurther results is to use the real
strength they possess to bheing
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the government to its knees.
The French revoelutionary
arganisations  have very little
nltuence 1n the steel areas
although an imercasing amount
ab interest s shown for thew
ideas which are coinadime maor
and moere with the lessons the

steelworkers dare drawing from
their own experience.

Whether this leads to ihe
development of strike achion
and an all-ont attack on the
government’s plans the coming
weeks and months alone will

tell, Serhin Benneis

s

it rlalelfes .

Freptee went't bie q saburh af Bons

France (2)

Testing ground

Whatever s the
Erench steclworkers' struggle is
ot Europe-wide sigmticance.
|beyv are the viehms ot an
ambitious industria!
rationalisation programme
which (nscard and Barre hope
will  transform  French
capiidism inlo a0 Hrst-class
CCONOMIC POWET,

A reeent o osurvey an the
Feanomist, which reterred to
Crscird {ulsomely as "a latter-
dav French Galileo®, desceribed
cennome revolution” he
inaugurated afler the defeat of
the lett in the March 1978
clections in the tollowing terms;

‘By launching what he calls a
new liberal cconomie pohicy. he
hopes (oo move France towards
1 more open capitilist system ot
the kind operatimginthe Lted
States amd west Germany. His
dnalvsis s that French prospen-
tv will depend on the vigorous
development of mdustry, and
that French imdustry can only
competitne and  el-
Licient it it s treed Irom the
st acket of state conmrols.

(e hasic clement  an
Crisneuird’s econonuc liberalism’
has beon to allow company
proits (oorise freely by serap-
ping price conlrol i operation
singe the second world war.

The resiht s tat the inflation
rate i st aroand ren per cent.,
despite  the austerity
programme  (whose  msin
lpalire s wage restrianty -
trodoced by Barre when he

T CO e

I hie

hecoane

]}

e

hecame prime numisteran 1476,
Meanwhile the Bourse has heen
boaming - share prices rose by
70 per cent in the mine months
[oltowing the clections,

The other main element i the
Ciiscard-Barre strategy has been
(ir ~crap  subsidies 1o alling
tirms. lame ducks hke the
bankrupt Boussac textle em-
pire were allowed o go to the
wall.

The wim was to encourage the
rattonahsation and modermesa-
tion of  French industry. es-
pectally sinee the higher profits
resulting from the scrapping of
price contrals are antended Lo
SETYC As oan tneenine for com-
panies o mmvest i new pland
and cquipment.

It order oy impose the dis-
cipline ol the market exen more
Hrmly  on o Trench  industry.
Chseard has been one ot the
mann adyocittes o the
poant Monetary Svstem. Bonder
the TMS the trane is now ned 1o
the Dewtschemark,

French firms cans therelore.
ne longer nse the devaluation of
their currency 1o give the prices
of their goods o competitnve
cdpe over Germun goods. Phey

I 1=

st e teh Crer i tocbinalogs
1 industrial  dis-
ciphne if they are Lo sursise o
the world murket.

e hrunt ot these policies m
heme borme by | tench
workimge  class, Harre
stahilised the frane and got the
Perlanee ol pavments tnto sue-

Cacrnian
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plus  thanks to  tough
dellationary  policies.  (ross
domestic product rose only 2.6
poer cent i 1978 and 1s predicted
tiv rise by three per cent this
VUHT

A urowwvth rate ot 4.5 per cenl
per annunt is reguired merely to
keep unemplovment from ris-
mg. b is now at 4 post-war high
ol nearlv 1.3 million and s still
going up. The rutionalisation ot
the steel and other industries, ol
contrse. simply makes matiers

WS,

All of this is of no httle
interest to British sociahists,
Atter ol the  Toey Parny

promises exactly this sort ol
economic liberalism’  Clrecing
mdustry trom the state’. allow-
mg unprottable firms to go
bankrupt cte.. U they come to
power. {hscard’s policies give us
An wlea of what to expect.

O cotrse, much ot the ik of
chiminaring the economic Tole
at the state 15 50 much evewash
and s either cymical rhetone or
idle dav-dreaming onthe part of
those who advocate 1L,

Cnseard’s decision Lo stepoin
and Like over the Freach steel
mdustry last September s a sign
that there are definite limits toa
palicy of letting lame ducks go
hankrupt. Modern capitalism
could not survive tor a duv
without massive state mterven-
Lion.,

Nevertheless, the ideology of
ceonomic heralism” can scrve
to Justiiy a policy of partial
chisenpagement of the state from
industry m order to stimulate a
hrutal process ol rationalisa-
tion. speed-up and mass lay-

Malavsia

s

CHTS . I 1S o TESPONSe Lo L VOry
deep  crisis world  capitalism
finds itsell today.

In this lighi, the success af the
French stecl-workers' struggle
is of vital importance to British

workers, Nol gy a malter ot
wentiment.  but ol common
interest,  France today woa

testing groumd tor policies that
Thatcher mav well be 1m-
plementing in Britainan the very
nedr tuture.

SNothing ontd he a mone
crushing  andictment ot the
pathetic natonalist  solutions
advocated by the French CP
and British Tribune MPs. The

comvergenee ol ruiing-class

strategies in Enrape todayvisthe
most powerful argument possi-
bl for s tolink armisacross the
Channel and the Rhine. Afex
Cerflinieos

MAS action

Maore than 200 members of the
Malavsin  Alrline bmployvees
Linion (ALEUY are i jad: ®74
union  members have  hoeen
ordered aut ot the umion by the
tade union registrar and the
union itsell is threatencd with
total closure just one month
atter a erists i the Malavsoan
State Adrhine, M A,

The union s ckaming parity
with  wrline  employees
Singipore which amounis to
M) per cent overall pay mceredse
amd an improved  system ot
allowances. MAS  has only
oltered ¥.X% per cenl to date.
After  the breakdown  of
pegotutiiens with MAN

December st year, the WO n,
which represents 4.0000 of the
estimated 7000 emplovees of
the surline. staged a YW day work-
to-rule. AFEU members. further
infurtated by povernment sleps
to ban the 874 members from
membership and by the anrling’s
deciston 1o suspend 9 union
othcls,  continued
slow throughoot Janoary cialls-
me considerable disruption to
{lhizhits and other serviges.
Disruption  was turther
agervated by a number ot
critmisittions during the month.
By the end ot hmuoary, 221
cmploveeys hd been suspended.
| he e st Jdesperate move by

their go-




the authoritics and the airline
was to accuse a number ol
workers of ‘“tampering with
MAS plancs’, to indefinitely
suspend services and to arrest
vnion ofticals and rank-and-
file mititants.

Among  the detainees s
Donald  Uren the Asian
representative of  the  Inter-

nattonal Transport Workers
Federation (I'l'F}. Fortunately
for the rank-and-file militants
in qul, they are 1 good com-
pany, Ulren’s arrest aroused the
indignation of the [TF at ity
[.ondon  headquarters which
vigorously  protested to  the
Malavsian  government  and
demanded Uren's release.

The ITF's 1nternatonl
network ol afliliates 15 one of
the most sensitive to attacks on
its members, On previous oc-
casions. 1l has campaigned
eftectively for union recogni-

tton and decent working con-
ditions lor seamen on Greek
and Indian cargo vessels.

{In  this occasion. MAS
planes were blacked for 4 hours
in Frankfurt by the German
Public Transpart Union. O1V,
and also, for several davs by
Australian  workers at
Melbaurne airport.

Meanwhile, the Malaysian
1TUC claims to be representing
the interests of the AELU in
nceotiations with the govern-
ment. The AEU appears to have
lost regard for the MTUC a
good two vears ago when it
allowed 1ts membership of that
orgamsation ta lapse. Tt looks
as though the MTUC places
greater faith in its own ahility to
negotiate concessions from the
vovernment than it does in
organisng through the inter-
national labour movement.

What remains to be seen s

whether the authorities will
successfully  buy the flimsy
‘class’ lovalties of the MTUC
with a few releases—Uren and
other VIPs forexample. And of
the 20-odd prisoners, will some
have to serve sentences or
simply be left to rot in jail?

The MTUC, and the ICHFTU
to which it 1s affiliated. have
consistently turned a hlind cve
to the fate of at least two trade
unton officials who have spent
IT vears in Malaysian jails
without sa much asa trial under
the provisions of the notorious
Internal Security Act.

It 1s fairly certain by now that
without massive international
support, those airline workers
are not going to be permitted
the space to negotiate the decent
wage packet for which they
have fought so hard. even if
their union is allowed to exist
any longer. Jill Dalgleish

Northern Ireland

Down, but not out

Women cleaners and laundry
workers from West Belfast’s
Roval Victoria Hospital ended
their march to the city hall on
Jan 22 by singing The Red Flag
in a citv centre pub. They had
never been on such a union
march belore.

They were 1in a cuphoric
mood. They usually jomm in H
Block protests—which means
they don’t get to the city centre.
But this winter they were part of
the new wave of militancy
among public sector and other
workers who have rejected the
government’s 5 per cent himmt,
the rotten standard of living in
Narthern Ireland and the in-
creasing differentials between
British and Irish workers.

[n the course of the
negotiations and the strikes,
rank and file umion members
became  increasingly  dis-
enchanted with their union
leaders, both here and in Bri-
tain. But the stnkesalso showed
up the weaknesses of workers
here.

There 15 no rank and [ile
organisation, there arc few
direct links with British workers
and because the unions are
British dominated 1t was dif-
ficult for workers here to
continug resistance when
British workers had settled.

The militancy of workers is in
total contrast to

1 "meng bhplplih:-a BhB

last vear when economists could
safely say that most workers
had settled within the
guidelines.  Only BOC  and
Fords workers tought and won.
The firemen fought, received
little  support from otlher
workers and lest. Mack:es and
other workers beat the
guidelines without a fight,

This vear it was a different
stary. As 1n Britain workers had
to fight aganst the ndiculous 5
per cent imit while the inflation
rate was at 10 per cent, But Insh
workers had to fight for maore.

Their wages are lower and the
cost of living is higher than in
Rritain. S0 whatever Bnitish
umons were ready to settle for
would not be good enough in
Norther Ireland.

For a typical family in Nl-the
food bill is 6 per cent more than
the national average, transport
O per cent. fuel 25 per cent and
car Insurance 60 per cent,
Overall prices average out at §
per cent above British levels,
And the average wage 15 |0 per
cent below that in Britain.

The response to these
differentials has come in
various ways. EETPU members
who work for Plessy. STC, and
GEC put ina claun for a special
regional allowance on top of
their norma!l rise. The Ulster
Teachers Union was looking fo#
a flat £500 bonus.

Civil servants and post ofhice
engineers were asking for parity
with their L.ondon counterparts
who  presently recgive
allowances of £300 to £500. The
petrol  drivers rejected their
union decision and stayed out
after the British drivers went
hack. They got themselvesupto
the British rate.

That meant they had to win a
higher percentage increase.
They didnt wim more than
British workers. Calling in the
troops to deliver the petrol plus
the rotten media coverage
combined to break their strike.

The lorry drivers and health

workers wanted regional
agreements. The teachers
already have separate pay

machinery and will be looking
for parity with British teachers.
During the health workers
stoppages this point kept com-
ing up. COHSE leaders, said,
‘Nurses are 22 per cent below
the national average’.

In February when the request
for a special supplement to
compensate for the high cost of
living in NI had been turned
down by the British leadership,
there was increased pressure
among rank and file hospital
and school workers for a full
five day strike.

it was this rank and file
pressure on the union leaders
that dominated the strikes. And

it was the bureaucrats’ abilitv to
divert and ditfuse rank and file
mtlitancy that ensured defeal
for the low pay workers.

The rank and hile wanted an
all out strike. COHSE, the
major union in the hospitals,
managed to postpone thal and
keep its miembers busy with
hghining half’ day stoppages,
protest marches, overtime bans,
selective stoppages. these ac-
tions looked malitant and got
lots of publicity.

But 1t wasn™t an cffective
method for organising a united
fight. The bureaucrats ol the
hospital unions were divided
over tactics. But when finallv in
late January the majority of the
northern umons agreed to plan
a five day stoppage the national
executives of each umon in
Britain voted against.

~Nol that anything different
was expected. Chances of get-
ting approval were thought 1o
be ‘watcr thin,” And lacal
leaders did not organise to go it
alone in the North. or to try to
organise a rank and file tight
throughout the UK.

in lute March many hospital
waorkers are still on strike. The
Coleraine laundry is still shut.
But mostly the strike has just
crumbled away because of the
incliective unton leadership.

The ambulance men  are

better organised and the majori-

ty arc in the more militant union
NUPFE. The rank and file are
INsISting on stayving out. But
how long they can last on their
own Is probhlematic,

Rank and {de militants have
been particularly active 1 the
Amalgamated Transport and
Creneral Workers Union. When
plans came from the British
executive for the low pay
action. The Belfast committee
wanied an immediate strike. not
a one day stoppage.

Department of Environment
drivers had plans to block the
roads—a tactic more usually
used on Loyalist or H Block
protests. The rank and file
didn’t want the officials to run
the strike so they elected their
own strike committee.

The nced for rank and file
organisation in the Transport
union Is ot new, Over the past
s1X months, water workers and
workers in Michelin  and
Ballantvne afe hut a few who
have been defeated after long
strikes that received either no
help or direct opposition from
the leaders in Beltast or the
national exccutive.

5o the petrol and  lorry
drivers and the general workers
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tound onlv opposition and calls
to quickly get back Lo work
from Transport House. In both
the petrol and lorry  drivers
strikes, the rank and lile re-
jected the union's directions,

but did not hiave the orgamsp-

tion and strength to maintain
- Lthetr resistanee.

More confused has been the
response of the rank and tfile to
the pohticians. NUPE members
at the Polvtech, mostly extreme
i ovahists, picketed Lord
Metshert, Northern mimister for
Health and Social Services. But
politicians were invited to speak
af the COHSE rathies. Lovalists
like  Paisley and Baird who
consistently  support spending
cuts and DEP Gerry Fitt who
supports the Labour Gosvern-
menl and s pay pohey were al!l
there hvpoctitically supporting
the strikers.

The wave ol onhtancy must
be linked to the tremendous
growth in the public sector singe
the tnernduction of direct rule,
the aboliion of Stor-
mont, the number ot people
working  for  the  state hay
jumped by nearly 40 per cent,

En 1972 just under a guarter
ol the worktoree held 1obs 1n the
public sector but by the end of
977 oncanevery three workers,
[65000 in all, were dependent
cither directly or indirectly on
Westminster tor theirr weekly
wige packet. As either vl
servints, feachers, doctors or
utthty workers 1it's the govern-
ment that deeds therr Familes.

Ihe prowth m government
controlled employment 18 ac-
counted  Tor maenly by the
policy  of  Westminster  ad-
murstrations of remosving trom

SLee

the local pohtical arena sen-
af cconomie and
Modernsing  the
antigquated  social
has  mereased  the
povernment pavroll. These ex-
panded services hive brought
nto the workforee a4 new Laver
aof mihtmes who now conlront
domnmnniled
loweu! councils but the Breitish
government directly.

sitive  areas
soctal hie.
PECH ITICRTS
SETVECLS

vt the  hnonst

Al hrought into the public
service (obs e Erge numbers
ol women workers., Women are
now 32 per ocent ot the
warkioree. S per ocent of
married women are working.
Il women workers have been
an mportant focus tor the low
The
wamen n the Transport and
General are mamly part-time
Cleanvrs, 5 porocent would have
moant about 8Ip per week to
ther
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pay workers  slrikes,

This round ol wage
negotiations  has  shown the
militancy  and  Increasing

organisation of rank and file
workers. But it has also pointed

out  the weak position  of
workers in the North, The
British  government, through

the Northern Ireland Office, 15
determined to resist 4 regronal
allowance or  higher  wage
scttlements tor N1

Loaw wages are an essential

selling point as the government

attempts to sell the North to
Amencan and German investors.
With unemplovment still at 11
per cent and industries con-
stantly closing down workers in
[oreign owned and weak private
sectors  are particularly
vilnerable. A closure threat by
German owners guickly ended a
strike at Grundig’s.

And Mackic’s workers, still
the lowest pad engineering
workers 1 the LK, arc par-
ticularly gutet this year because

ol closure rumours,

The basis  tor increased
struggles on wages still exists,
Many workers have just had
therr first experience in fighting
back un wages. The strikes have
not killed any determination to
do better next tme. But they
will certainly have raised a
miumber of questions about the
unian bureaucrats and the links
with British unions and the
British government.

Joan Keffy

Italy

Historic eurofailure

ltalv. hke Britain, s moving
raptdlv  towards an election.
And, like here. the major
wotrking-class party looks as
though it s heading for a major
deteat at the palls.

The Halian elections. which
will probably take place
June, will see the tinalend of the
‘historic compromuse ™ the
strategy of the Italian Com-
munist  Party (1) that
proposed a fink up with the
Christian Democrats {Baly's
conservative ruling party sinee
the war) as the first siep along
the *ltlian road to socilism’,

The strategy was attempted
but has been a tatlure tor the
PCT and o disaster tor the
warking cluss, bvery mtormed
commentator s predicting a hig
fall in votes tor the PCLL

Yer itis less than three vears
the PCH saw its maost
spectacular growth in votes in
its  history: the working class
wits well orgamsed and on the
ottensive, S0 what went wrong?
We need to hive a look since the
British  variety  of  curo-
commumism is recommending a
sumilar stritegy here,

The clectons of June 1976
woere the pinpacle ol the ltalian
CP osuccess. 30 per cent ol the
voters agreed with the POT that
[ealy was ungovernabie withont
thern, The Chnstian Temocerat
M ety otler
comprontse b they wished 1o
continue their M) vears of rule,

| he compromise otfered was
simall indeed: the PCTwould be
‘cansulted” onomagor issuces of
policy  and e return would
abstan in Parlsement to let the
Chrstinn Demaocrals continue

NTICE

hadl  Los NI

n POWLUT.

The PO woas indeed con-

silted: for mmstance they wete
consulted n Jdune 1977 on an
emergency programme, which
as the Eeemomist saad ‘con-
tained precious hittle a Bntish
Conservative would smitt at”
What 1t for ITtahan
workers were increased taxes.
reductions in spending, a tall
pensions and a4 huge ingrease in
unemployment.

The PCI was also consulted
and voted Tor the extension in
police powcers used to persecute
the revolutionary lett andan the
irade umons mmitiated a wilch

meant

hunt against thase who spoke
out  against  their line, On
ahortion. the PClwereinvolved
Im a series of congessions to the
Cathohe Christan [enocrats
which meant that the new
abortion law s almost totally
metfecttve throughout most of
fraly,

I'he traditional supporters of
the PCl were at first trusting
then contfused. they  became

worricd and then disillusioned
or angry. In various clechons
the vote of the PCT has shipped
hadlv. Last Mayv thev lost nine




per cent in the localelections. In
November, they lost five per
cent to a radical leftist alliance
in north east ltaly.

Most  dramatically, their
membership fell last vear for the
Afirst time in 25 vears. In the
unions the hold of the PCI was
threatencd as hospital workers
acting outside the official union

structure went on militant strike

action against the government’s
pay policy—a policy on which
the PCI had been ‘consutted’ on
and voted for.

This disillusionment explains
why the Christian Democrats
precipitated early elections:
Opinion  polls show them
leading the PCl by over 12 per
cent; after June they will be able
to dispense with any Com-
munist iavolvement and
probably fix up a deal with the
Socialist, The PCl out in the
cold again.

But il the ‘historic com-
promise’ has been a disaster for
the PCI, it has had a shattering
effect on the mass movement
which looks looked so powerful
at the time of the elections of
1976. The revolutionary left was
thrown into crisis after the
elections and was totally unahle
to construct a viabie alternative
to the PCI as it galloped to the
right.

The vacuum was filled by
‘autonomous’ movements of the
unemployved, women, students
and, to a lesser extent, workers
who, repelled by the PCI's line,
saw the left’s cnsis and rejected
all contact with the official
structures. The problem with
this was that they cut
themselves off from the mass of
workers who still followed the
traditional organisations.

Whilst this led to a res
assertion of the best tradition-

of rank-and-file self-activity it
meant that such movements
could not construct an overal)
alternative to the line of the PCI
and their rapid rise has been
followed, mn many cases, by an
even more rapid dechne.

A much less healthy spin-otf
of the movement hgs been the
highly publicised revival of
terroristn as  young people
sickened by the cymcism of the
officiai organisations of the
workers® movement have

atternpted to polarise the situa-
tion and thus win the mass of
the population to a
rcvolutionary alternative.

The real blame tor  this
lunatic strategy, however, ligs
squarcly with the PCl who have
supported a government which
has pushed up youth unemploy-
ment to well overa million. who
have given the police increased
repressive powers and who have
made no attcmpt to clean up
even the most corrupt aspects of
the state, {(Only last month, two
tascists who had heen convicted
of killing 17 people in a4 bomb
explosion 10 years ago manag-
ed 1o escape Just as their trial
came to an end).

The fatlure of the ‘*historic
compromise” s a tremendous
sethack for the PCI but it was
not  really unexpected. The
last time the Communists

shared power with the Christian
Democrats, just after the se-
cond world war, thev were used
in just the same way they have
heen used today.




Then, they were welcomed
into power since they were the
only party that could control
the armed and cxtremely mili-
tant workers’ movement. When
the capitalist cconomy and state
were  sately  re-established
thanks to the PCPy moderate

policics they  were . un-
ceremoniously booted out of
POWCT.

The same thing has happened
in a less dramtic form today.
The Italian economy is in a
much better state today than it
wis three vears ago thanks to

iake out

Socuibists have abwass been short of cash.
Karl Mies was only ahle 10 write his master-
mece Cupniad, thanks to the frnanaat support
piven him by his litelong triend and co-thinker,
Fricdrich Fngels.

Fngels” income came [rom his job as
Manchester representative of the family firm,
Frmen and Engels. He hated “hilthy busimess’ as
he catled 1t hut stuck to 1t Tor over 20 vears in
arder 10 keep the Marx [umily going,

Mury acknowledge his debt to Engels
when he finished Volume ool Capiral: "B was
thanks 1o yau alone that this became possible,
Withaut vour selt-sacritice 1or me | couid never
possibly have done the enormoeus work tor the
three volumes. | embrace you Tull of thanks!”
comparing  Sociafive Review  with - Marx’s
{upiral, we oo are short ot cash

Our hopes ot finding vur Fngels were
dasticd when Frmen and Fngels went bust in
[ ebruans {perbips the Tmal ensis ol capitalismos
seanily hered

Suowe will have to make do with vour
sihscriptions. Al we ask vouw v less than six
pusnds i vear (a lotin Fogeds” dav, bat very ittle
i these mnllatonans times ) O else may be wae

will cind ap the sime way as Fomen and Bngels,

SUBSCRIPTION

Now, although we wouldn't dream ot

the PCIs control over the
majority  of  working-class
militunts. The Commumnsts
have done their job for capital
and will only be brought back
when they are needed apain.
The tragedy s that this tailure
of reformism will be (el by

many militants as a set-back tor
the whole <class. That
demorahsation could last until
the revolutionary lefl sorts out
its own problems and puts
forward a political alternative
to the disastrous line of the PCL
Tini Poiter

“It’s a question of which is to be
_ master, that’s all”

il

i

Ay




Books for antifascisis

I was glad to see that you had
mceiuded  a  review  of  Phil
Piratin's (ur Flag Stavs Red
and loe Jacobs™ Out of the
Ghetto (Colin Sparks, Socfafisg
Review No, ¥). | was
astontshed. however, to read
Sparks’  conclusion  that
Piratin’s book should be keptin
the pocket of every opponent ol
the NF.

To me. Mratin's book comes
across as an adroit plece of
Party propaganda, a sort of CP
version of Pathe News 1t s
most noteworthy for what 1t
leaves out: the Moscow tnals,
the CP leaders” unwillingness to
meet the Fascist threat head an,
the part plaved in the ant-
fascist movement by members
of the Tabour Party and 1.1,
and, most sinister ot all, the
shabby c¢xplusion of Jucobs
[rom the Party are glossed aver
or omitted  aftogether.  The
omissions appear all the more
glaring when the hook isread in
caonjunction with Jacobs’ own
WOTK .

While Piratin wis  busily
tollowing the parliamentary
road to socialism. culmmanng
in a rousing chorus of the "Red
Flag® tn the House ol Com-
mons, men and women like
Jacobs were working actively
and ceasclessty where 1t really
mattered - tn the streets and
woTrkplaces.

Thev held meetings on every
corner. they organised their
own factones and sweatshops,
they wrote and distributed a
stream ot leaflets, they
whiewastied walls. they march-
ed: surely 1t was this activity,
and not the last-minute call
from the Party leaders. which

R P ST [ R T =

laid the toundations of the mass
turnout against Moslev.

Ldisagrec with the puritanical
way in which Cohin Sparks
dismissed the details of Jacobs’
persanal lite as “secondary to
the politcal purpose ol the
hook™, as though they were
mere  trimmings  of  human
interest. In tact they are ab-
selutely central. both as an
indication of the conditions n
which  Fast End  radicalism
throve. and as an Ulustration ot
the dedicated fervour of Jacobs
and his comrades.

These details give the book 1ts
authentic ring. Politics  was
meat and drink 1o these East
tnders, 11 shaped their whole
lIves: it wasn't Just another way
ol idling awav & Monday night
when the mustc hall was shut.

Above all. they were ready to
probe and argue and question
what thev were domng. while
Piratin  scemed  content  to
swillow whaole every ling which
the party fed him. QOur Flag
Stavs Red shows only the tip of
the iwceberg on a sunny day, but
1t 1s Jacobs who takes the cold
plunge; his book s the one to
lend to vour budding antifascist
friends.

They will discover how to
build the struggle. and will also
have a salutary reminder ot the
dangers inherent in trusling too
miuch in party hierarchies.
Jane Salvage

s

New techno-inspiration

I would hke to comment on
Margaret Chinn’s article on the
new technology n Secigfist
Review No 9 {February 1979).
Working as a NALGO rep and
town planner in Manchester, |
am beginning to see the Im-
plications of, and socialist
opportunities created by, the

LR i L

new lechnology, We have the
chance to open up a broad
ideological olfensive.

First @ it of back history. |
have recently been studying
wirtime  governmenl  reports
and the gencral pohitical climate
of the period which led alter
1945 to the passing ot town
plennming legislation and other
Acts on new lowns, national
parks, the location ot industry,
nationalisation of the mines and
the ratlwavs, and the Natonal
Health Service.

| was struck by the mass
enthusigsm lor these moves and
the broad ideological climate
which was for a "People’s
Britaan™ in place of the evils ot
the 1930s and the ravages of
WAT,

Needless 1o say,  these
‘socialist’ deals were replaced
once, duning the boom of the
[95(rs. capitalism hegan 1o
deliver the goods. The
idcological mitiative passed to
the advocates of the free
market, who emphasised per-
sonal  matenal  wealth,  n-
dividual  secunity.  personal
mohility (cars as opposed to
public transport). choice in
«chooling and health care, ¢te.

However, with the NMirst hie-
cups of the svstem in the mid
1960s. [.abour was clected and
socialist ideas once more came
to  the tore: national and
regional cconomic  planming,
reinvigoration ot the public
sector, massive slum clearance
schemes, more school building,
a new generation of new towns
etc.

Now in the 1970s  the
ideological climate  has  led
f.abour to abandon ‘socialist’
wdeas in favour of an almost
total accommodation 1o the
short-term needs of  Brinish
capitahsm—wage-cuts, public
spending  cuts,  TRONEtary
tarpets, ete.

There 15 not much in this
policy package 1o gencrate mass
cnthusigsm  among the elec-
torate. That 1s presumably why
Callaghan and Healey adopt
the paternalistic *you know it
makes sense’ approach.

But North Sea o1l and to a
great cxtent ‘new technology
are being used as part of a right-
wing offensive where the way to
a hetter hife 1s offered via higher
preductivity, reduced manning
levels, greater flexibility and
increased competitiveness.

Ot  course, revolutionary
socialists see the need to combat

thesc wieas 1n trude-union terms
and point to the implications
for unemplovment rather than
jam tomorrow, but hke the fight
against  the cuts, the fight
against the anti-workmg-class
ettects of new technology will be
very uphill, especially where
regradging of low-paid  jobs
{albett fewer of Lthem) s ottered
as the carrot.

However, new technology
does mive us a greater oppor-
tunity to do something which
we are not very good at - -to say
a lot more about the sort of
society we want to bhuild: no
rigid blueprints, no  instant
utopias, and certainly no gloss-
g over all the political di-
ficultics  to  overcome, but
general 1deas about the vast
potential which new and ex-
isting technology has.

This brings mc back to the
ideas behind post-war legisla-
tion. We do need new towns.
but they must be planned and
huilt by the working class: we
do need to rebuild our cities as
we witnt them and not as capital
wants them; we want massive
Investment in public transport,
we wanl more hospitals and
nurseries, we can otfer millions
more people opportunities to
study: we can build study ships
50 all our kids can po and see the
world and offer real help
(pohtical and  material} to
workers 1n developing coun-
tries: we can restore the battered
natural environment and really
set about ending the pollution
of our rivers and seas eic.

So let’s seize the tme and
begin an ideological offensive.
Let's express our dreams more
concretely, rather than talk
clinically about the need for a
‘planned economy’ with all it
stalinist yndertones.

As well as the usual audience
to whom we address ourselves. [
feel there 15 a much wider
daudience of selated women at
home, tenants’ and residents’
group -activists, unemploved,
bored or threatened workers
and active environmentalists
{some of whom show an amaz-
ing commitment to their
wdeas—digging out canals tor
the hell of it) who will want to
tatk . about the fight for
something better.

Many such people have been
reached and inspired by the
Anti-Nazi League, Canwedo it
again'

Russ Havwood
Manchester
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The search for decency |

{n the cover of the latest George Orwell
paperbacks. vou will tind a photo of the
author. It shows Orwell in carly middle age
trim and conventional in his sports jacket
and tic — a ‘gentleman’ you might think,
and Orwell certainly had some good
qualifications for this title. He attended prep
school and Eton and after the first world
war. set off for the far east 1o join the
Burmese Ilmperial Police. A smooth and
prafitable carcer scemed to be in prospect.

But it did not happen, By 1936 Orwell had
become a socialist. And the following year,

the ex-peliceman was to be found carrying i
rifle alongside the revolutionary anarchist
militia men of Spam. Orwell had, Literaliy.
deserted the army of the hosses and joined
the army of the workers. Why? Because he
had hecome convinced throupgh his own
expenience that society was no longer
‘decent’ that it was callous, sentimental and
dishonest and had to be changed.

It was Burma that first opened Orwell’s

. eves. The colonial regime which he describes
N Biernmiese Davs has neither mission nor
morals nor ideas, or anv purpose at all
bevond organised robbery and its own
survival. The British, he remarks. have
hestowed on Burma religion, and V1D, They
have destroved the indigenous culture and
built prisons,

Their freedom” rests on servitude of the
natives: and their justice veils imjustice. for
the rule ol law s actually the rule of profit.
corruption and racialism. Orwell refers
disgustedly to the *slimy white man’s burden
humbug®. Finally. in 1927 he left Burma,
ashamed and worn out by the whole sordid
hlLSINess,

Back in Europe Orwell did not at first
latnch any major attack on western society,
in Denver aned ot in Landon and Paris
1933y and A Clerevinarr’s Daughirer (1935)
he s concerned lor individuals who have
been shabhily treated or faced with impossi-
ble chotees. But he gives the impression that
with enhightened eoodwill, such ills might be
casilyv set to night,

Neep the Aspidistra Fiving s ditferent
altogether, Orwell's first broadside at the
svslem as i whale, The strange title 15 a phe
il the snabbery ot The Tower middle class.
These prople are forced to sell their Jabour-
power  they wear white collars but are part
of the mass. o congeal this, to keep up

apearances. 15 thew hie's work. And so. in
the window of their semi-detached they
display the aspidistra, as a badge of
respectability.

The aspidistra is a symbol tor Orwell too,
the svmbol of another mouldy wodge of
humbug. Decency 1s no longer a question ot
decent honest living, but of pretence.
Gordon Comstock, the hero of the book,
deterrmines to opt out of such a world, to
turn down the ‘good job' in tavour of work
in a dingy bookshop. He cats frozen tripe
and composes bitter poems.

Citadually poverty corrodes his ability to
write and to think straight. He begins to
treat his friends as enemies. to rant
obsessively about the 'money god” which s
the cause of evervthing and even Lo dream
about hblowing up the docks, Eventually he
gives 1n and takes that ‘good job' In
advertising, appropriately. where dishones-
tv and money jointly form the ruling order.

Keep the Aspidistra Flving 15 the most
politically intense book that Orwell ever
wrote. Comstock tages it the system and
damns it like a helltire preacher. But he can
do nothing because he 1s powerless. And he
15 powerless because he 1s 1solated --
declassed. For having opted into a little
hookshop and an mdividual struggle.
collective action seems unreal to him.
Orwcell probably felt the same way at this
time lor similar resons  the book s really
about it author. But while Gordon
Comstock gave up, in humiliation and
despair. luckily his creator didn't,

Up until this ime Orwell had made hittle
contact with working people. and rarely
wrote about them. But in spring 1936 he
travelled to the coalhelds of Lancashire and
Yaorkshire. and staved tor several weeks,
mainlv 1in the homes of miners. [he
egxparience gathered here provided the core
ot a now hook { The Road 1o Wivan Pier)
and also helped make its author a socialise.

Orwell was appalled by the harsh and
dangerous conditions of the pit. and by the
incurable diseases. inpuries and deaths
sutfered by those that worked down below.
He wits impressed by the miners, and found
in them some of the deceney. generosity and
stringhtiorwardness which his own class had
abandoned.

But was it possible that working-
ctass people could take hold of society and
remnould 1t in the spirit of these ideas?
Reluctantlv, Orwell thought not. For now.
any attempt at revolution ‘could only lead to
futile massacres and a regime of savage
repression’. Faced with this, Orwell might
have accepted the lesser evil. a decade more
dole to numb the spirit of vebeilion, if that
had heen all. But that was not all.

On 7 March 1936, when Orwell was still in
Yorkshire, learning about mines, Hitler's
troops entered the Rhineland. Two months
later 1talian forces attacked Abyssymia. and
in Spatn. i Julv, Franco declared war on
the republic. Back in Britain it was the vear
of Cable Street: the struggle tor the East End
balled on through the summer and into the
autumn.,

The alarming progress of international
fascism forced Orwell to take sides. He
finished Wigarn Prer in mid December 1936,
and sct ott tor Spain, On New Year's Eve_ at
the T.emin barracks in Barcelona, he enlisted
In the militta of the sen Trotskyist POUM .
In Catalonia, the struggle against Franco
had rapidly developed into a struggle
against the hosses themselves.

In many towns the workers organisations
tactory collectives and mihtias had taken
the power, and in Barcelona they ‘hreathed
the air of equality™

"Watters and shopwalkers looked vou in
the face and treated vou as an cqual . .
Servile and ceremonial forms ol speech had
temaranly disappeared '. . there were no
well-dressed people at all .~ - © Al this was
queer and moving but 1 recognised it
immediately as a state of aftairs worth
fighting for |

But in Madnrd the central state machine
continued o controt both credit and the
hulk of miliiary power, and soon it moved to
curb the workers” independent military and
industrial orgamstion, Two methods were
used Iirst, persuasion: the bourgeois
pitrtics. the right wing socialists, the com-
murnists iand even mconsistently, the
anarchists argued that winming the war
depended on forcign arms, on an ethicient
repnlar army, and on the unity ot all an-
tascist torees. Warkers” pawer had therefore
tor be ruled out.

second ., sabotage: the state withhetd
tunds, raw nutenials and hghting egupment

b




from the factory collectives and milinias to
cripple and demoralise them. By these
devices, workers power was curbed, and
later. in a purge of anarchist and POUM
militants, crushed. The backbone and the
inpiration of antitascism was broken in
exchanpe for Russian guns and the hollow
worgds of Britain and France.

But neither of these methods could save
spain from Franco. The fascists own
territory was not disrupted by revolt --the
bourgeous republic dared not cncourage it
and could not mspire it. And vet, urged
Orwell, 1t was the only way to setablaze the
whele of Spain in a struggie tor workers
power: this the most visionary and utopian
road was also shown finally to have been the
most realistc,

Orwell's position earned him enemies.
The Daily Wearker called lam fascist and
trotskvist by turn, though he despised the
former and never really understood ihe
latter. His stand was a lonely one and for
vears, socialist critics have treated him

unfairly. We should be c¢learer. For a brief

period Orwell shared most of 1he beliefs
which guide us today.

First, he was clear that fascism had to be
opposed through the building of socialism,
second, building socialism meant building a
movement of masses. The ‘crankiness’ and
‘dialectical hairsplitting’ of the little left
wing clubs made this task more difficult.

Third, socialism needed ideals:

‘I am well aware that it 1s now the fashion
to deny that socialism has anything to do

with equality, In every country in the world
a4 huge tribe of party hacks and sleck hittle
professors are busy “proving”™ that
Soctalism means nothing more than a
planned State capitalism with the grab-
motive left intact.”

This repelled Orwell, Socialists needed,
not hureaucratic mightmares, but human
dreams of justice, equality and a new and

. better freedom.

Fourth, to win socialism a party was
needed-—'a party with genuinely
revolutionary mtentions, numerically
strong enough to act.” Orwell was not anti-
party---he jmined the Independent Labour
Party and regretted not having joined
POUM, His party commitment faded
quickly, as did the organisations themselves,
and the movements which pave life to them
were coopted or erushed.

Orwell had believed in socialism . not
from loyalty to theoretical method, or to
Russia or to party, but because he found his
ideals 1n the inspirations and activity of
working people. The collapse of the move-
ment and the declaration of war dealt to his
commitments a blow from which is never
recovered.

Compare Animal Farm (1945) and
f954(1949) with Orwell’s carlier writing.
TFhey are fables; timeless stories bearing
timelesss moral [essons. The animals
werkerseverywhere—are and will be too
stupid to run the farm or to resist new
aoppressors. And in /984 {or actually at any
time) the Price of Liberty is Eternal

Vipitance which is the province -::-f hbera]s
rather than proles.

Orwell was no loenger interested in the
struggles of ordinary people. From about
the beginning of the war he had begun to
retreat, mto literary criticism, imto the
superficial and! or trivial journalism of his
Tribune column and into fantasy and
allegory. This is not to say that he wrote
nothing of valug, The selection Fnside the
Whale (1940), for example, contains some
of his best work especially the title ﬂbba}’ and
the brithant piece on Ihckens.

The famous style survived. “Genius’, of

course. had nothingtodo withit. Writersdo

not ‘create’ hke gods: their work and its style
iIs a product of their cxpertence. There is
evidence that in the 1920s Orwell had a very
poor style, Later. he developed a simple,
well-detined moral standpoint and a
reporter’s ability to describe clearly and
think up stnking images. It is these attitudes
and skills together that make his style
distinctive. _

Fhroughout his writing life which was
overwhelmingly a period of despair for
socialists, Orwell remained a critic of
society. 11 socialist writers can be judged by
where they stand mn 4 class war, then

Homage to Catalonia, and the bullet in his

neck ought to vindicate Orwell.
And it we have to apportion blame for
Animal Farm, then Joseph Stalin who

shaped the reality should bear more than -

George Orwell, who made a table of it.
Steve Wright
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Workers Against the Gulag

The New Opposition in the Soviet Lnion

Fdited and introduced by Viktor Haynes and Olga Semvonova

This hook, a collection of documents written
by Soviet workers and smuggled to the west in
an appeal to the labour movement, is the first
af tts kind 10 be pulished anywhere in the
world. _

In clear, simple, painstaking language, it sets
out the grim reality of the life of the Soviet
working class: “We are always hungry,
especially in the secand half of the month”,
“Soviet trade unions do not defend our righis™.
In desperation, ome group of workers led by
Viadimir Klebanov, formed the Free Trade
Union Assocition-—the first independent
nrganisation of Sovict workers.

£1.95
Lenin

Volurne 4: The Bolsheviks and World Revolution

Tony CLff

The final volume of Tony Chiff"s master work
anl.enin and the Russian revolution describes
the buliding of the Communist International
as the instrument of world revolution and the
beginmings of its perversion under Stalin into
an mstrument of the Russian state. 1t ends with
Lenin deferding the spirit of world revolution
with his dying breath against the emerging
bureaucracy 1n Russia.

£3.60 / £7.50

Both titles are in the Bookmarx Club {April). Lenin volume 4 is
available from Bookmarks at a special pre-publication price of
£3.00. Any one volume of the biography, £3.00 including
postage. Any two volumes £5.50: Any three £7.50. All four
volumes, £10.0{ (reta:l value £13:80). Please enclose cash with

order, Write (0o:

Bookmarks. 265 Seven Sisfers Road, London Na.

TONYCLIFF.

LENIN
L.

A focus
for" non-_-sectarian’
sectarians”

Tariq Ali

Special offer to Socialist Review readers: annual -~
subscription only £5 (normal price £6) if yuu |
subscribe before May 18th.

Write to — The Lavellar {SR) 57 Caledumm
Road, Lundun Ni.
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Here, Martin Jones, g shop
“steward and ant active member of

"'\:l

the rank and file Fordworkers’
combine until he left
the company in January,
describex what happened
during the strike, how
¥ (he combine organised and
stresses how the politics
of the official leadersiip
ﬂf‘f"l’{’ﬂff’{’i’ the workers
WIRRIRG a crushing victory

'.:"

; % Back in the Ford plants after the ning weeks”
TR f “s:strike workers kept on making the same slip
j _ & of the tongue. “What did vou do during the
™, } hohdavs. sorry, [ mean strike™.
g]  Shop stewards were doing it. "Remember
h thE agreement we got helore the holiday
Er sinke.”
'_ Fryervbody was making the same slip. Not
B surprisingly: tor the vast majority iowas just
8 a holiday. Qut of a worktorce of 57000 only
;A8 few hundred were actively involved in the
‘atﬂk_t..
T e - R [t was the officials’ strike They controlled
onded Wit #, _ it. they took the decisions. they determined
R S o, A® the outcome. [t was their strike.
B At the beginning they had to move
R quickly. The walkouts came as a surprisc to
W them, The convenors, [or once, had printed
7 40.000 leaflets arguing for the claim. but

I
R (1rc first 7

‘[ IhF qfﬂ’f’rn”]

hs R _
our Mot . . R
) eal hﬁ?ﬂih t ey LT
ent's Wage P qs the all- L amE e T
‘i hree and half vedrs- hh i led 7 o ia

l in thr reukrhf’”“?{h fhd SRR

ant b -
“ import e wave 0f ”“f““”{”
.H.“I‘"F f]{f pr’v

S < district office. The workers watked ous

gte sectors- =0 sk before the leaflets could e distributed.

| R "“*.-gi The pav tatks had hegun on Thursday
L i@ morning 21 September. Halewood

: Sinee theh t’!_f COUr. s . ﬂ;ri} *— workers f.”]['d ol the company’s five per cong
.. e bo HEWS. The coOnparn o it o :*-”_..:;* " offer at lunchtime and began to go out. By
|1 ﬁ!flt P‘ sldf’f’ﬂhff’ SUHOCESS I ' T " the next day when the officials and econ-

‘ (Iairnmg ”” " Iht’ _ o o “venors on the Nittional Jomnt ]\.emtmnnE_

‘antl- ‘i'fl'lkf} clause {, bu Ifhf’rf’lh' E’V“:h]ﬂ{ . g ) Committee (NINC) met to consider the

‘ Fﬂle'F ﬂgrE'E'ﬂTf’” . : SRR oller, Halewood and Swansea were ali out-

Nov sof e % Dagenham Body was out and Dagenham

L - Transport was out and picketing.
| ,f"";? + The NINC quickly supported the action.
" They called on Ford unions to make 1hy
| : stnike ofticial and said thev wouldn't talk 1o
T e Uk the company until they agreed (o “bargain
R . 1111:.!1. without reference  to the
1 |Government's 5 per cent”. Thev had no
:“'f:.ﬁifﬁ.',, . alternative but 10 support the actionf they
e Uy e were to contral 1t
,, ' The votes o the plants had  been
* overwhelnung. often amid scenes of juhila-
% tion and jokes aboul “see you atter Christ-
mas’ T hut when the Dagenham  shop
g stewards met the following Tuesdav the
Y oificials took a lirm grip on the strike.
Rank-and-tile stewards had already been
B in touch with dockers and seamen in Hull
& (nd Harwich about Rlacking Ford Impurt-.
B and  received  enthusiastic promises  of
B <upport. But when we proudly rased this
P (rom the Hoor the platform came down on
@ s like a ton ot bricks.

T
A,

B We dont want everyone going oft in all
directions’, they said. “Blacking will be

arganised by district office. Leave it to the

g officials’,
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fhe pattern tor the strike had been
estahlished. Convenors and their deputies
were proclaimed to be a strike commuttee
and began by not organising picketing. It
weeks  belore picketing was

wis  three

coordinated between the Nive Dagenham

plants and at best two Dagenham plants
deeided that only shop stewards would be
allowed 1o picket. Rank and file workers
wiere turned away.

Stewards who the previous vear had
stood 12 hours on picket and whao had even
vol airested went home in disgust.-Cretting
the strike made olticial turned out not to be
2 ureat thing atter all

Nevertheless the strike was magnilicently
<alid. Secnrity men were out for the first
time, JThe lord lire brigade were out and
there wits o emergency cover to Keep
coseitiat services gOing ds in previous vears.

Blackimg was eflectively organised. lnthe
dovks this wis essential as Ford normaily
import large numbers of vehicles and could
have broken the stoke with imporls.

The story ol a boatload of Cortinas
denied entry to Harwich bears repeating.

Ford rerouted therm tesouthern reland and.

drove them over the border imto the North
where they were registered and nivent onto
the ferrv to Stranracr. 81X at @ ume.
masquerading as tourists’ cars,

Dowkoers o caw through this

S psed 1o unload them, as did
‘nmlu e irelund Jockers. And so, the story
pocs, six Cortinas, stuck on the terry,
shuttled back and forth across the insh Sea
for & few weeks,

On 19 October the company agreed 1o
hargain freely’ and negotiations were re-
opened. | he company offered £5.40 (8 per
centl plus lurther talks “on improvements in
wapges in return for cooperation in reducing
prohlems”. The trade umon side walked out
suying it wasn't a realishic offer.

Mrs Susan Charlton, wile of a Southamp-
(on Ford worker. disagreed. She thought
the 8 per cent should be accepted, so that her
hishand could get back to work, This was
an attitude that Southern Television could
SUPOTL. .

Mrs Charlton wnd she was just an
ordinary housewife but the TV treated her
like a real celebrity, Anappearance on local
felevision led to national coverage and
culminated in extensive promotion of a
meeting she called to mobilise all ‘scab-
wives” who were against the strike,

Wives and girlfniends in the Fordworkers
rink-and-lile  group (combine) calied a
counter-demonstration. Combine  sup-
porters from Southampton plus two car-
tocrids Iram Dagenham and Langley march-
ed nto Mrs Charlton’s meeting to neutrahise
her cllorts.

[ he numbers of scab-wives and women
supporting the strike were about even. The
third 2roup of participants in this media
cvent was only shightly smaller. With two
camern crews, radio. Tocal and national
press the media made guite a crowd. The
pro-strike women were, of course, more
determined.  better orgamised and, with
hanners and placards, made a much bigger
mpact.

e plunned rally of scabs turned into a
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vigorous debate and the anti-stnike move-
ment was stopped in its tracks. When the TV
took Mrs Charlton to !nerpnnl she gol a
similar  reception from the Halewood
comhinge women's group.

ft was a crucial intervention: litlle more
was heard of the anti-strike movement: the
media couldn’t promole it as a national
movement in the face of detcrmined opposi-
tion.

In Dagenham, one convenor, a Com-
munist Party member, had delighted n
attacking the combine tor 1its policy ot
allowing wives and girlfriends (dependents)
of Ford workers a voice and a vote at our
Mmeetings.

‘Allowing outsiders Into trade union
mectings, he thundercd. ‘vou're not trade
unionists”. The events in Southampton
vindicated our policy and this particular
attack was stlenced. b

The first final offer came two weeks later.
Ford proposed to give us £6.52 onthe basic
(9 per cent), time-and-a-third for holiday (!
per cent) and an attendance allowance of
£3.48 conditional on good timekecping,
atiendance and more significantly  on
‘normal working’

The NINC recommended rejection gnd
Lhe subseguent mass mectings werc the high
point of the strike. Ron Todd took the
Dagenham mass mecting and made «
fighting speech calling for rejection. His
efforts were instrumental In getting i
rejection vote {2:1 at Dagenahm).

The pattern was repeated round the
country. Convenors did an excellent job. In
particular Halewood voted overwhelmingly
for rejection.

Why did the officials do this? The same
officials who a year before had done their
utmost to break us had pulled out all the
stops 1o continue fhe strike. After three
Veurs of social contract it was guite a
SUTprisc.

The union officials had no chowce but 1o
lead the strikc that had begun spontangnus-
Iy and they had tomaketheir reputationsand
further their careers. But the real Ju'-.tmca-
tion for their militancy can be found m
Todd's speech to the mass meeting in which
he continually emphasised Ford's profits.

Because Ford had declared a profit of
£265 million the union leaders felt justified
in sticking out for more. Usually political
considerations 1imit  their support for
sirikes.

Careful not to upset governments of the
media, careful not to jeopardise the statns
quo. union leaders hold back thelr members
and take care to limit actions. This tire
Ford could afford to pay without threaten-
ing the economic system and so Ron Todd
could press on with a clear conscience.

But if Ron Todd thought it was simply a
question of un economic battle about pay.
Ford had other ideas. The company stood
firm and dide’t make another ofter. Two
weeks went by without further movement.

The strike was now approeaching its ninth
week and really beginning to bite. [t takes six
to eight weeks for shortages of vital
materials to affect an international opera-
tion hike Ford's, and by mid-November
every Ford plant in Europe was laid off or
on short time, including Cologne, the heart

ot the European cmpire. Predictably the
NINC began to come under pressure from
the top and they soon caved in and
approached the company for more talks,

The company came up with a moditied
offer which was litile different from the one
we had retected. The money remained the
came with the addition ol time-and-a-third
holiday pav for Christmas 1978, The
attendance payment was  retitled
Supplementary Payment with the atten-
dance clause watered down and the lateness
clause virtnally removed.

The anti-strike clause remained intact.
The £3.48 supplementary payment would be
made only for a full week’s ‘normal
wonrking’. Ford management expressed
confidence that it would sigmificantly reduce
strikes.

The negotiators recommended accep-
tance. First thev said that af they didn’t
resume taiks there was a threat that AUAN,
the Government's arbitration service, would
come in and take negotiations out of their
hands. An anconfirmed rumour said that
Boyd and Chapple had approached ACAS,

Second. they said that Ford wouldnt
make a better offer until atter Christmas and
that the membership wasn’ prepared to stay
out that fong (this was on the 20 November).

Were the negotiators right in aaymg that

the company coutd hold out until after
Christmas? 1t's debatable. But their esttma-
tion of the resolve of the strikers was
accurate. The passive strike had had its
elfect. There was no hard core of pickets
who were committed to the strike and who
would fight hard for the full claim.

Mare crucially the strike was isolated. It
was ohbviously a test case that was going to
establish the new ‘going rate’ above the
Government's 5 per cent. The weight of the
Government and CBl was being thrown
behind Ford. Strikers were aware of thisand
were estimating thewr chances.

Fhere was little enough to boost morale
and the one thing needed to change the
sitnation was lacking. There was no news of
other workers coming out against the 3 per
cent. In this atmosphere would the Ford
workers stick out for more?

There was no doubt about it at the mass
meetings on 22 November. The vote to
return was overwhelming. Only at
Halewood did the local stewards recom-
mend rejection and there too the strikers
voted to go back.

The officials led the dispute up to a point.
They held out for free collective
hargaining—a subject dear to their hearts.
They had recommended continuing the
strike for more money. But they hadn't been
prepared to take the necessary steps to win
the full claim.

While Ford workers were out and getting
demoralised, they hadn't got other workers
out against the 5 per cent, On the contrary
they told other workers with claims n to
wait for the Ford settlement. While the
employers were united, the workers were
divided with British Oxygen and counci
workers 1old to wait and see.

The unions adopted this disastrous policy
because although they rejected the
Governments § per cent they maintained
their loyalty to the Gevernment and 1ts




politics. A generalised strike against the 5
per cent would have transformed the
situation. but it would also have caused a
pohitical crisis threatening the government
and cven the union leaders’s own position.

Fhew militancy had strict limits. Thev felt
! Justified in demanding £20 and 35 hours
‘ trom Ford with £265 million profits. But
their reformist position ruled out the tvpe of
action that could have won the claim.

The officials won their spurs and tearned
their politics in the vears of post-war hoom,
Then an isolated action could win- not
¢ today. A fight for £20 and 35 hours was
never asimple economic fight. for it hrought
the whole government strategy into ques-
$ hon.

For victory a different leadership to the
ofticials would have 1o be found. The
unotficial Fordworkers™ group (combine}
aspires to that leadership.

The 1dea for Uts formation came in the
spring of 1978 alter a conference in Cowley
to support Alan Thornett and the other
leviand workers threatened with union
disaiphinary action found militants trom
difterent Ford plants in the same roont for
the first time.

We agreed to get together ourselves and
the first meeting in April 1978 attracted 30
workers  from  Dagenham. langley.
Halewood and Swunsea. with apologies
from other plants. No one political group
had more than six members present. with
the SWP and Big Flame the dominant

tendencies.  The  majority  considered
themselves non-zligned. though in many
cases this meant they were ex-members of

different sects.

A decision was tuken to campaign for the
78 pay claim round the slogan:

€20 on the Pav: an hour off the day: no
strings attached”

And before the strike two national Teaflets
were produced which were distributed at all
Fords UK plants,

Our greatest sales success was badges.
Nervous it the fimancial outlay, our imtial
order was lor MK badges 'hcuring our
slogan. These were sold within hours of
being taken into the plants and by the end of
the strike a total of 6.000 had been ordered
and sold.

There were 1RO leaticts produced and
distributed during the strike. We produced a
regular weekly  Srribe News which  was
distributed at almost every plant. We also
produced 60,000 broadshects putting our
ciase o the wider movement. We mav hawvye
achieved a “first” for a strike in producing
1 aur own sirike record.

' We passed the acid test lor anv rank-and-
| file group in that we were financially self-
% sutficient. We paid all our bills and expenses
through hadge sales and with donitions
from trade union bodics and palitical
i graups. rised during speaking tours round
the country,

Our greatest achievement was 1o keep o
cnstant pressire on the NJINC We made
sure thist there was i large and noisy lobby at
¢very meeting of the negotiators. We raised
the slogan of 'no productivity sell oot in the
lirst week of the strihe and according 1o one
NUNC member our activities were i@ consent
factor in the minds of the nesalintors and

atfected their decisions. The NINC had

‘heen  substantially enlarged in 197% to

Incarporate all convenors.

It had previously been dominated by full-
time officials from all 7 Ford unions. The
presence of convenors undoubtedly stitfened
the resolve of the strike in the early days,
Unlike officials. convenors are accountable
tertheir plants. But the other side of the coin
came dt the cnd of the strike when the
convenors were implicated in the decision ta
recommend acceptance.

Convenors hold the reins in shop
Stewirds committees and therefore any
apposition has to bhe firmlv based on the
shop floor.

Throughout the strike the combine tried
to involve rank and file strikers in activity in
an attempt  whichk lalled  to overcome the
passivity of the strike. Wedidn't want to just
stand on the sidelines shouting criticism at
the efficial leadership hut to put our money
where our mouth was and show that that we
were prepared to take on the job when the
officials fell short, We adopted 4 philosophy
of selt-rehiance and do-it-vourself.

tt the strike commitiee didn't produce any
propaganda of course we criticised them
hut we atso produced the Ford Strife News.

When  they retused to listen to our
complaimts about lack ot help with Social
Security  pavments we went ahead and
involved the Claimants’ Union and Redder
fape and occupicd S8 offices,

Fhis technique is the hest way to pet the
ofheals to do their job. The Dagenham
strike committee was so worried hv the
Srike Newsthat they went out and bought »
duplicator to produce their own bulletin.
When we occupied S8 officies they did do
something about Social Security,

It was in fact difficult to criticise the
otficials during maost of the strike, Ay
described above they did do a good job up to
it point. This shouldn™t surprisc us or affect
our attitude. We supported the officials as
long as they supported us but where they Iell
short the combine maintained the ability o
act independentir,

[t's this that's crucial. Let the officials do a
goad job and be pleased about it: let them
make militant speeches: but don™t rely on
them. [Yon't expeet them to keep it up and
don’t expect them to do i all for vou, We
can onky rely on ourselves and so our own
NS HRTEHING

Ihe howls of anguish that come from
militants when the officials et them down
are the Just reward for tailing to build what
we Know we need: an independent Drgansi-
tion that can act when the ofticial leaddership
bottles out. We shouldn’t make the oftficials
the scapegoat tor our own tailure,

Some members of the combine contused
the need for independence from the otficials
with independence  from  revolutionary
political groups and parties o bad mistiake.
Ihe ollicials fall short because of their
retormist political ideas. I the rank and tile
movement (s to succeed it must be led by
revolutionaries, or it too will fail.

The combine. like every other rank and
tle arganisation is absolutely dependent on
revelutionary adeas and leadership and it
cannot honestly claim otherwise,

Wo o have & massive task taking on

. e e opac oam

the job the officials fan to do. Fhat means
umting the maximum number of workers in
campaigns and activity, The strength of the
cambine throughont 1978 was that we
campaigned on the slogan £20 on the pay.
an hour off the day no strings™. and won
substantial support on that specific issue.

Rank and file organisations have to
respond to particular situations at speetiw
times. We shouldn't be worried is thery is g
lull in combing activity until the next issyce
craps up. The hinks between ditferent planis
have been built up; we know onc anathers’
telephone numbers: we can keep in touch,
What is vital is the ahility to respond
quickly 1o a dispute or whatever  with
leaflets and support.

Aiready the combine has the opportunity
to mount @ “Smash the Supplement’ cam-
palgn. We should also be prepared 1o
campaign on broader issues. in particular
the election of officials.

Activity s the keyv, When the combing
held a4 meeting in Dagenham lor strikers
with Socual Security problems and then
occupied the 88 offices we involved workers
we'd never seen before and built onr
organisation. When we held long boring
mectings we made httle progress. Warkers
will always seize a chance to tight for rights
but mectings don’t have the same attraction.

Betore and during the strike the combine
has heen a presence on the factory paty
handing out leaflets. We now have (o
become a notorious presence in the plants,
on the shop foor, selling badges. collecting
moncy for leaflets, raising support {7
disputes; doang the job the official move-
ment fails to do.

The aim must be 1o build combine groups
m every plant  holding their meetings in
plant- and providing a focus for all militant
appasttion to the company. There is a long
wiy to go, but the toundations have been
laid  and  there is ¢every chance of a4
breakthrough in the next lew vears.

The Ford strike was  important. It
demohshed the 5 per cent: ended the social
contract; removed the threat of sanctions:
and cstablished a new "going rate’ at 16 por
cent.

The final result for Ford
themselves was less happy. There were
remarkably few reeriminations when we got
hack into the plants but the Tact remains that
aler nine weeks out we only got 16 per cent
on the basic. better holiday pav and an
unconsolidated 5 per cent for norntal
wotrking,

Thix "penaliy clause” supplement equeils
more disciphine and will inhibit action on
salety, victimisalion, manning cuts et
Weak sections will sufter, while the strong
will have 1o walk out to establish thar thes
won'T tolerale loss ot supplement. The resuit
will be fewer but longer strikes, that tead to
by ofls,

Che pattern of the Ford strike will be
repeated. The official leadership will he
militant up o a point, then the po
considerations will loree them (o
prooise. To do hetter a rank and
movement must be tree ot the poli
lovitlties that handicap our present leage

workers

“And in practice this means it must he led b,

rev ol e Ton rles,
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IT’'SAPART OF
OUR HISTORY

- The German

socialist womens

At the first International Women's Sullrape
Conlerence in 1911, the German Socialist
Women's leader Clara Zetkin, inspired by
demonstration of striking New York gir-
ment workers in 1909, introduced 4 resolu-
tion  declarning 8 March International
Women's [Jay.

To coincide with the conference. tens of

thousands  of  working  class  women
demonstrated in every provinee of Ger-
many, distributing 2% milhon  leallets

“-pranding the vote for women, During Red
~ek for women's sutfrage 1in March 1914
aout 40,000 socialist women demenis . rute d
. the vote in Berlin and Hamburg alonc,

fﬂ‘ =aternational Women's [Dav has beep

4

# _dvived in recent years by teminmisty abid

-

24 gocialists, But what was the nature and

strength of the German Socialist Women's,
24

hefore 1933

Movement to which 11 owes 1its onging?
T'he Soctal Demaocratic Women's Move-
ment in Germany. like its parent the Social
Democratic Party (SPI. was one of the
largest women's movements in the world
the years preeeding the hirst world war.
Working under the legat repression of the

Anti-Socialist Taws (1879 to 189G}, and ot

combination laws which banned all political
activity Tor women up to 1908, the 5PD
Women's Movement  grew to 173000
members by 1914, Its members  were
primarily working class and its leadership
DT X1st.

as militant as the Brush suf-
tho o~ wormrea did not contine the
pospectives {0 the vote. Thetr
demands resemble those of the
women's  lLiberation

While
fravvetr.
o
nolitical
contemporary

Movements: equal pay. the night o work,
tull equabity wm the trade unions. paid
maternity leave, trec child-care lacilities,
and education for women. Their political
theory. internal contradictions and agita-
tion among women workers, are instructive
{for both the feminist and  sociahst
movements today. .

The extremely rapid ingustrialisation of
(Germany tfrom the middle of the 19th centry
drew miliions of women into the new
capitahst workshops and factories. Women
employed full-time in manufacturing. trade
and transport, grew from 1.4 million in 1882
to three million in 1907, when they tormed
about three quarters of the work force.

The superexploitation of their cheap
labour by emplovers and the drastic effects
on working class families, led most male
workers Lo demand the prohibitien of
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women's {and children’s} labour. From the
I86(s, however, a core of marxist workers
argued for a woman's right to work as an
essential condition tor her tull equality with
men,

By the time of its foundation conference
in IRT7S, the SPD was persuaded to adopt
the demand for ‘the general., equal and direct
sutfrage . . . for aff citizens. _

But they also demanded *the prohibition
ot all female labour which is morally or
phvsically detrimental’, so concurring with
the bourgeois ideal of confining women to
suitably “feminine’ jobs usually in the home.
Women's work was a burning social
‘problem’ of the time and most male workers
weTe against if,

In 1878, six vears before the appearance
of Engels’ book The Origins of the Family.
Private Property armd the Siare. August
Bebel. leader of the SPTYand close associate
ol Marx and FEngels. published the first
comprehensive marxist book on women.,
Woaomern and Socialisim, It became one of the
maost successiul soctalist books of ali time, to
he tound among the very tew books inevery
socialist. worker’s home. despite its 550
PALes,

‘For the proletanan woman who was
Intellectually alive. Behel was almost alwavs
the way to Marx’. On the publication ol the
50th cdition in 1909, an Austrian socialist
wrote that it "went directly to daily life. to
the relationship of man to woman. and
exposed the sad corollary to the marriage
bed found in the brothel, and the moral
bleakness of woman’s life',

Hebel's book clearly set out the broad
political themes of the subsequent SPD
Women's Movement, In the intreduction he
wrote. "For us the woman question is only
one side of the general social (class) question
... lts ulomate solution can oniy be found in
the overthrow of the contradictions of
(capntalist) society, and the eradication of
the evils which flow {rom these”.

Nevertheless, it is essential to treat the
woman guestion specially . . 0 This was
because
“The female sex . .. sutiers doubly: first she
suffers social dependence on the male world
this would be lessened through tormal legal
equality but not elimated and second.
econamic dependence .

‘Because of this. all women regardless of
their class  status, have an interest in
changing this situation as much as possible
through alterations in the laws and in-
stitutions ol the existing state and social
order.  The wvast majority  of  women.
however, have an ardent interest in the
tundamental reorgantsation of  the
existing  state and sociely. in order to
climinate wageslavery., under which the
fernitle proletariat suffers most, as well as
sexval slaverv, which s intimately con-
nected with present property and income
relations | |,

"An essential part of the SPD programme is
the true equality ol women. their liberation
Irom all dependence and oppression. There
cant be no liheration of humanite without
yacidl independerice and equalite of the
N VY

Bebel related the particular oppression of
women to the relations of production
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prevailing in past and present societies.
Working class women were exploited under
capitalism because of their clasy position.
but ‘yuite independent of the question
whether the woman is oppressed as a
member of the proletanat, she is oppressed
as a sexual being .

I & true socialist society Bebel foresaw
the physical. emotional intellectual {ulfill-
ment of women alongside but independent
ot men. His frank recognition of female as
well as male sexuality, and of her right under
socialism 1o choose Jovers free of legal
constraint, horrified many contemporaries.
He shared. however, many of their medical
and social misconceptions and prejudices,

He implicitly beheved that a {ree choice of

sexual partners would result in heterosexual
monogamy. with children still basically
carcd  tor  hy  women.,  Prostitution,
homaosexuality, and maswurbation (the hbere
noir ot the late 19th century) were. for him.,
symptoms of the moral degeneration of
Capilalist sociery,

On birth control. Bebeland his sugeessors
remained ambivalent. On the one hand he
divorced sexual relations from reprodue-
tion, and supported ‘the inteliigent woman
(who) had ne inclination to have large
numbers of children, not to spend the best
years of her hfe pregnant or nursing,

On ihe other, he disliked *unnatural
contraception,” While frankly recognising
the need for sexual relations in women and
men, he warned that “an excess of sexual
indulgence is {ar more harmful than too
little. An organism abused through overuse
15 also ruined.

‘Impotence,  sterihity. spinal  damage,
insanity, mental weakness, and  other
inesses arc the results. Modergrion in
seXil intercourse 15 Just as necessary as in
eating, drinking and other human needs.

l'he primary aim of the SPIY Women's
Movement was the reeruitment of women
workers to socialism. Fssential to this task
was the clarttication of the woman’s role 1
production and its relationship to the home.
of the relations between the women's
movement and the parent party and trade
unions and the convincing of all workery
that there conld be no socialism without the
active participation and ultimate emancipa-
tion of women,

Clara Zerkin was the undisputed leader of
this movement from 1859 to 1915 Born in
IRS7. she was a jumior school tcacher when
she and her husband joined the SPDD.
because of which she had to move into exile
n Paris in the IRKOD'S, As a representative of
the SPD at the Pans International Workers”
Congress in [8Y9, she elacidated one of the
major prninciples ot the firtyre women's
movement:

It s not female Libour as such that lowers
wages  through competution with  male
labour, but the exploitation of women
workers by the capitalist, who appropriates
therr labour . Just as the male worker s
subjupated by the capitalist, sois the worn
by the man. and she will alwayvs remain in
subjugation  until  she iy economically
ndependent. Work s the indispensable
condition lor ¢economic imdependence.”

Her carly view, hased on hheral eman-
cepationist ideas. that 'we {(wome  demand
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no more protection than labour as a whole
demands against capital’. she shortly re-
Jected as an attempt to impose formalistic
equality on an udequal situation. Women
workers were socially, economically, and
argansationally weaker than men hecause
they also bore the burden of the lamily.

From IR0 socialist women were cham-
pions of legal protection ai work because of
the appalling physical and psychological
super-cXploitation women suftered ar the
hands of emplovers.

This recognition of the weaker position
and citterent interests of women arising
trom their  distinctive  relationship’ to
production and reproduction necessitated 4
SCIMI-autonamous women's movement. with
its own organisations and publications. but
with representation in the SPD and tradc
unions. Ottilie Buader. another woman
lcader. stated:

HIf they (the women comrades) wanted (o
bring socialism to the mass of proletarian
wommen, they had to take into account these
women's  political  backwardness.,  their
emotional  peculiarities, their two  told
burden at home and in the factory. in short
all the special features of their cxistence,
actions, feelings, and thoughts, According-
ly, they had in part to adpot ditferent wayy
and means 1n their work, and seck other
paints of contact. than the male comrades. .

Soctalist women created an elehorate
network al Vertrauenspersonmen
("spokespeople’. changed from ‘spokesman’
at the 1892 party conlerence). women
clected as local political organisers and
mformally linked together by a women's

agitational committec in  Berlin. They
continded  the  tradition  of  women's
‘educitional clubs’, which had been the

tront for socialist women in the [8&() s,

These discussed questions of  specitic
interest to women  marnage, child-care,
health, sex and birth control  within 4
soctalist framework a1 form  of
"CONSCLOUSNESS-raising” _

Under pressure from socialist women, (he
General Commission of the Free Trade
U'mons (carly TUC) set up o national
WOMCN's secretaniat statted by women. and

recommended all  affiliated uwnions  do
Itk ewise.
From 1905 local trades union cariels

(more mtluential versions of Trades Coun-
cils) appointed their own women orpanisers
in cities ke Hamburg and Nuremberg.
where sociabst women were steong and
persistent. and  funded  large drives (o
wnionise “ditficult” women's workers like
domestic servants. Leading women speakers
did frequent women's agitatienal (ours tor
hoth the SPD and trade umons.

By 1907 there were about 30,000 women
aorgarused  In the movement, with 407
WO Vertruwenspersonien spread
throughout Germany, Within 18 months ot
the legalisation of women’s political activity
in 1908, the SPD counted 62.040 women
membcrs.,

[egahsation led to renewed pressure to
disband  separate women's organisations
ustitlly against the express desire of women
comrades. Women's groups were incor-
porated 1nto electoral SPI1Y branches. with
il feast one seat reserved for women on the
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local and national executives. The SPT) set
up a nationa! women's office specifically far
women's agitation, ‘Reading evening’ clubs
were formed by the women to replace the
"educational clubs’.

That the Women's Movement retained a
separate political identity 1s clear trom its
natioral  newspaper.  Die  Gleichhelr
{*Equality™), edited by Zetkin [rom X9 to
1915, The paper. subtitled "For the Enterests
of the Woman Worker aimed at the ‘mere
advanced women comrades’,

It appeared fortmghtly and contained
general political articles. reports on working
conditions, wages, trade unions and strikes,
details of the. activitics of the 5P and
member groups, and agitational material,

From the onsct in 1906 of (he split in the
SPIY on the gquestion of the political mass
strike. fie Gleichheir became ong of the
major publications of the radical left, whose
most prominent member was 4 woman,
Rosa Tuxemburg,

Recruitment of women to the socialist
cause was carricd out by a wide varety ol
often ingenious means. The most effective
was the mass meeting addressed by a well
known woman speaker. preceded by weeks
of canvassing fuctories and homes (impaor-
tant given the common threat of victimisa-
tion). and accompanied by a band or chor.

l.ocal and national party presses printed
caflets and pamphlets on all aspects of
women's lives.

Police disruption and the nfamy of the
speakers provided added drama. Banned
meetings were  reconvened under other
names; banned women speakers dressed up
a5 men, or made hasty exits under the cover
of supporters. Mauass  festivals to com-
memorate the many days in the sociahst
calendar (especially May Day). began with
processions accompanied by bands and
singing through working class guarters
smothered with posters, ending at fairs and
concerls n parks and beer gardens, Whole
famihics participated.

Strikes were a period of intense women's
political activity. Durning the garment
worrkers' strike of 1896, {4 simultaneous
mass meetings addressed by women at-
tracted 40000 mostly female workers n
Berhing

Feminist revolutionaries carried their
politics over nto their lite styie and
behaviour, which publicly contradicted the
bourgeois deal of womanhood. They
decliared war on the ‘philistine’ view. shared
hy many workers, that the woman belonged
only in the home. Luise Zietz. ex-house-

miid. daughter of an impoverished rural
weaver. was a parlicularly frery speaker. She
acidly taunted the pohtical police (always
present at women's meetings) with their
inability, despite numerous prisen terms, to
shut her, 'a mere woman', up.

The first world war led to an irrevocable
split between the radicals and the majonty
reformist SP1Y, which agreed to a political
truce with the aristocratic and bourgeois
partics, 'his truce included the complete
prohibition of all independent socialist
actrvity and of press discussion of the causes
and conduct of the war.

The women leaders refused to be bound
hy this. Die Gleichheir, with a national

26

circutation ot 124,000 in 1914, retained its
anti-militaristic politics. with reports on
women's peace  demonstrations  and
divergent socialist opinions on the war.

Confhict with the government censors led
to increasing amounts of blank space, left
deliberately bare by Zetkin. She joined the
small nucleus of anti-war radicals led by
Rosa 1.uxemburg, a close friend.

In 1915 the two women organtsed the
[nternational Women's Conference against
the war, attended by soctalist women from
all helligerent countries. Die  Gleichheir
became the internationally recogmsed
organ of women opposed to the war.

Women were very prominent in the anti-
wir movement, both its leadership and rank
and file. Their opposition grew partly out of
the severe famines in the latter half of the
war, out of the sheer physical expleitation
they sutfered in factories no -longer
regulated by government legislation. and
from the death of thoir menfolk at the front.

The pohitical mobilisation of these dis-
aftected women. however, was the rsult of
the agitation and organisation of the
wolmen's movement, which had consistently
criticised the party tor its reformism and
internal sexual discnmination. In 1916-17
thousands thronged into the newly formed
Independent  Social Democratic Party,
whose main platform was opposition to the
war. The majonty SPD lost 40,600 of its
107,000 {female members in this period,
including many of its national and and local
wornen leaders,

Women were the first publicly 1o
demonstrite against the war in 916, an act
requiring great poliical and physical
courage. Women workers were heavily
represented 1n the mass strikes for *Bread,
Peace. and Democracy—m [917-18.

[n the summer of 1915 the SPD national
executive moved to smash the internal
women's opposition. Lusie Zietz, elected
women's representative on the national
executive from 1908, was expelled. Zetkin
wias removed from the editorship ot fe
(ieichheit. Mass expulsions and
resignations followed.

With increasing numbers of socialist men
consripted to the front, the task of moblisng
opposition fell heavily on women such as
Luxemburg, Zetkin, 1.uise Zietz and Kathe
1Duncker, themselves often in prsion

The tailed German revolution of 1918-19
vindicated the marxist analysis of the
women's movement: that the emancipation
of women was inextricably bound up with
the emancipation of the working class, and
that within the revoelutionary movement
women had to act in their own interests.

T'he National Council of People's
Representatives {national workers’ council),
created 1n the revolutionary turmoil, soon
fell under the control of the majority SPI)
and pursued its goal of a liberal-democratic
state. Equal suffrape was extended to ail
men and women and much discriminatory
legislation was repealed or modified.

Crucial tor the stabilisation of the
capitalist economy and state was the
diffusion of the politically dangerous mass
male unemployment following demobitiisa-
tion. The answer? Women were sent back to
the home.

A decree ot March 1919 obliged all
employers to dismiss anybody not uncon-
ditionally dependent on their wages. in the
following order of priornity:

1: Women whose hushands had a job.

2. Single women and girls.

3: Women and girls who had only 1-2
people to support.

4: All other women and girls.

No mention was made of men, with or
without dependents. Women drawn into
production by wartime capitalists and the
government —the numbers employed in
factories more than doubled in these four
vears—were scrapped when men had to be
provided for. By April 1919, the number of
women factory workers was less thun before
the outbreak of war.

Factory councils, with the active en-
couragement of the *socialist” government,
were often openly hostile to wemen
workers. Women workers' organisation:
were powerless, their members unemployed
and bitterly disillusioned in the face of the
poelitical defeat,

The second generation of SPL) women
concentrated on welfare projects, electoral
politics, and routine trade unionism. In
1916-17 IDie Gleichheit became a
‘Magazine for the interests of Workers'
Wives and Women Workers', providing
‘valuable entertainment’, from which
politics and trade union affairs were strictly
divorced.

Even the title Gleichheit had too many
revoiutionary overtones for the reformist
heirarchy, and in 1924 it was repiaced by Die
Frauermaelt (*Woman's World'). l1s male
editor defended it on the grounds that

‘The majority of women comrades in
distress...have emphasised...that they do not
want 1o have the misery of their domestic life
hefore their eyes in their leisure time. They
want the sun which some day in the future

wiil shine into their lives because of
soctabism’.
The ‘sun of socialism® consisted of

edifying stories, patterns and fashions,
cookery and child—care.

The alternative was the Communist
Party, of which Clara Zetkin was a founder
member, and in which she battled for a
separate women's section, as well as
agitating among women on general political
questions in the crisis-ridden Weumar
Republic.

International Women's Day was a
product of a strong revolutionary move-
ment of working class women. The German
Socialist Women's Movement, 11s
achievements, contradictions, and failares,
are part of our tradition. The issues they
tackied remain very much alive today.

Key Books

The only book currently availabie in English
is

Thonnessen, Werner, The Emancipation of
Women in Germany [863-1933 (Pluto
Press, 1973)

The quotes from Bebel are from Die Frau
und Sozialismus, 61st edition, {(East Berlin,
1964).




Workers’ rights in USSR

Workers Against The
Gulag: The New Oppo
sition in the Soviet Union
Fdited and tntroduced by
Victaor Havnes and Olga
Semyonovi

Pluto £1.95

“By their unanimous voting . ..
the Soviet people expressed
ardent approval and complete
support for the domestic and
tareipn pohcies ol the
Commumnst Party of the Soviet
Union ind the Soviet State.”
The Soviel Central Flectoral
Compmission in March this vear
recording that 9999 of the
potential electorate had vored

to suppor! the government hist

of candidates for the Supreme
Soviet Elections.

“"How Many arc We? We think
we ire tens of thousands.,
hundreds of thousands, We will
not produce high-flowaing
words, We will simply descrnibe
our ordinary hyman
mastartunes and sutterings.
Todav we are sutfering
tomorrow any ciiizen of the
LIS 5. R, may become o
meniher of our collective and
think as we do.” Document of
the Free Trade Uinton
Association guoted m Borkers
Aereatptse the Crieler,

Woarkers Against the Oufag s
the most significant book on the
soviet Linion of this decade,
What it docs s to document the
growth of i new opposition a
working cliass opposition to the
soviel state. It shows not just
the lack of democracy. the
langhable absurdity ol that

99 .97 vote, hut the wav In
which the whole corrupt regime
15 htult upon exploitation,
alicnation and repression.

It rips the mask oft the claim
to “sacuthsm’ once and tor all.
And 1t does this not be any deep
thearetical analvsis but by the
simple discussion of the
probiems of Soviet workers
who have dared to confront the
stalc.

. Take Viadimir Klebanov's
experience ol “the workery’
state’. For the past 15 vears he
has been hounded. victimised.
persecuted. imprisoned. put in
psvehiatric hospitals and why!
Because as a mining engineer he
spoke out against illegally
excessive working hours,
INCOTrect wige payments,
concealment of indusirial
injuries. lack of proper
compensation, bribery and
COTTUPTION.

Klehianov (s not unusual.
Some 5 other individual cases
are discussed in much the same
terms. Thev represent the
struggle of the Soviet workers
lor o degree of dignity i oa
socicty which in their name
dentes them their very
humaniiv,

“"We .. o who bedar surnames,
forniames and have children
who hear our patronvmics  we
are sulfering, We are
undescrvedly insulted. beaten
up. thrown into jail and
psvehiatric hospitals, A dog
wonld not hive borng the kind
of hurmiliation and deriston we
have sutiered ... People are not
anrnals!”

The book collects towether
documents produced by the
Fice Trade Union Association,
group that was (formed in 1977
by workers torced together
when their complaints about
therr treatment were constant)y
reieted. Combining these with

samuzdat {sell-puhhished)
accounts of the 1962 massacre
ol protesting workers in the
Danhass and the problems of
protest and crigration, it
destrovs the mvths about the
NOVICL TegIne.

Myth no. 1. “There are no .
worker dissidents only
intellectuals, criminals and
counter-revolutionaries™

None of these people are
inteflectuals. They wre miners.
cngineers. teachers, salors,
drivers, labourers. hey have all
knuckled under-—many of them
hitve been decorated lor their
SCrVICes Lo socrlism”. Therr
ortly crime 1 that they have
tried Lo complain about the way
in which the Soviet worker is
exploited. ill-treited and
Uused  they have asked lor the
Laws to be enforced.

And lor this the state has
tricd to destroy them one by
one. Your do not complain in
‘the worker state™ Even now
thewr demand is not for
capititlism but for their legal
rights,

Myth no. 2. "The Free Trade
U nion w not a trade union.”™

It 15 the onlv trade umon in
the Sovict Tlmon. 1Cis the only
roup that ights tor workers”
rights, that is strugghng 1o
defend Saviet warkers, The
ofhicial trade umons are state
agencies, s mdependent as
Hitler's Labour Front,

In the Jate [960s they were
even ritded over by a tormer
head of the KGR As Fric
Hetter siavs in his introduction
“Imagige it the tormer boss of
MIS or M6 were to become
Cicneral Secretary ol the British
T.11.C7 There arc no workers’
rights in Russiii, no right to

sirike. to organise, cven (o
wiork!

I ' here 15 only the right (o be
cxploited. the right of unarmed
workers and their families to he
gunned down. Even ™It the
whole 1own protests thev'll
sirnply now us down with
machine guns as they did in
Novoctierkassk an 19627 savs
one worker, This s what makes
the attitude of British trade
uruon leaders like Len Murray
and Bul Sirs. who have refused
to take up the Russian workery
case, 5o sickening, Sociahsm in
one country is ling Brather so
long as we don't have 1o vy
there.

* o would ke toogive vou
some advice: betore talking
about Soviet dissidents, put
voursell in our place and 1y 1o
approach this guestion
serousiy and scientilicaily.”

Math no. 3, "It iy just a
question of demaocracy.”

[t 1x not! There is o
democracy 1n the Sovicl Linon
and so the workers must tight
with the rest of dissident
movement [or their hasic
democratic righes, But they are
fighting for more. They are
[ighting the whole ceconomie
sywtem which dentes them amy
control over their lives. They
are highting for a decent
standard of living. tor
redasoiable cducation. for good
housing  Tor the sume thing
Wostern workers are hghting
o,

They are highting against
exploitation, agiinst the grimd
ol plece work, production at all
costs, LU 1s their experience as
workers which shows that
restaring socialism m R ussia
means puiting the whole system
down and starting again,

Myth no. 4. " There is nothing
we can do.”

We can and we must. Already
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some trade unions in the West
have tuken up their case. In
France even the massive
Communist CGT has come out
in full sohdarity. in Britain we
miust tixke thetr ‘case up more
widelv too, No-one else will.
These dare not people who can
decorate meetings of the Tory

“Party and the National

Association of Freedom. They
are ordhinary working people
people most Tores would cross
the street to avoid, We can bring
pressure an the Sovict
government to Keep them out of
jl and the psvehiatric wards.
By bringing up their phight at
branch meetings. unian
conterences. trades councils we
can keep this Mame alive. Once
and {or all we can damn the lie
that sacialism and democracy
wre incompatible. These people
are not revolutionaries. their
wheas are often confused., as vet
they are tew in number. But
they do mark a turning potnt.

Their resistance 1s no longer
passive, individual. they are

-orgamsed. With immense

courage thev have begun 1o
huild a tradition of open
detiance ol the Saviet state, As
the introduction states “the
road to socialist democracy and
an authentic workers™ state in
the Soviet Linlon hes through
the light Tor basic politicat and
trade union rights, the fight for
a better standard of living.

“Thisfight can only succeed it
organisations ke the Free
Trade Union Association
spread to the mass of Soviet
workers, FFor thik, the support
of Western trade unionists 18
vital.”

Ax one Ukraiman worker
puts it “Soviet totalitanansm iy
using Marxism as a cover. It
must he put in the stocks.”
Don't just buy Workers Against
rhe Crinfar. Read it Use it
Shout it from the rool tops!
Mike Havrnes

Pissing on corruption & evil

Wallfaff The Undesirable
Journalist

Plito Press £2.50)

A Bookmarx Club Choice

Tany Delaney, London docker,
has a mission in lite. He likes to
get in the company of the worst
practitioners of the craft ot
iournalism and tell them face to
fzce that he does not approve of
their working practices. When
he hights on someone he feels
has really transpressed by
fingering some low-paid
wrecker who 1s

simultancously holding the
country to ransom and
engineering the demise of
civilisation as we know it, by
asking for a £60 a week wage,
elaney always tries to find a
FEVENEC,

In the glorious summer of
1972, the dreadful Delaney
scored two of his greatest
tnumphs. He enticed into an
Fast Fnd pub a journalist who
had hiled the pages of The Port
newspapetr with tales of the
dockers” beastly victimisation
ol the poor Lord Vestey, He
phed her with drink —he's a
generotls man --and teld her
how wanderful she was,
tollowing in the footsteps of
Tack London and George
Orwell, And then even as the
andience around them was
drowning 1in mirth, he peed
duown her coat without her even
me iean g,

For The Ohserver's industrial
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reporter who titillated his
readers with misleading storics
of sphts in the shop stewards
commuittee, Delaney plotted an
even more Tearful picce of
retribution. He phoned him up.
mimicked his suspected contact
and lured im to meet in an Fast
FEnd pub where, once again,
there would be an audicncee,

How the man’s heart must
have fallen when he entered the
pub and was confronted not’by
his trusty contact hut by the
cxterminating angel Tlelaney.
How relicved he must have been
when Tony smiled indulgently
at him and said: "[t'll he OK.
Just get a round in and we'll
forget it

“What'll you and your mates
have?. came the obsegquious bul
still nervous reply. Thinking
only of his new-found journalist
friend's gase and comfort.
Delaney broke the spine of an
empty pack of King Size and
started to compose a hittle list. a
charming gesture making the
order casy to remcmher'.

Equipped with a rolled gold
propelling pencit obtained on
anc af his many forays into the
West Fnd. Tony set ofl on the
round. "What'll vou have”, he
asked the little entoutrage of
shop stewards who had come to
witness the events."And what’ll
vou have old chap. he said to
the nearest man at the bar.
Seeing the enormous
possibilitics in a crowded pub
Anthony Delaney kept on
asking “What'll vou have? til he
had been round cveryone in the
whole damned place.

Personal teclings aside. | can
A% a result of the recent pertor-
mances ol Fleet Street jour-
nalists 1 attacking nurses,
ambulance drivers.
gravedigoers, dustmen and
others. understand why
Anthony Delaney leels that all
ournalists are part and parcel
of the same category of humani-
tv-scumbags,

But { reckon even Tony
woilld find some regard for a
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Gierman writer called Gunter
Wallraff. the undcsirable jour-
nalist. For all 1 know, the
demon Delaney may even have
heen inflluenced by the chap.
Certainly they have a lot in
common. Gunter Wallraff hikes
tr piss down certain people’s
trousers when thev're not look-
ing, lLike Delancy, he likes to
acquire information in un-
orthodox and checky wavs., He
too likes to entice them into
situations and string them
along. The results are sen-
sational,

Wallraltl, as the lirst chapter
in Pluto Press™s entertaiming
new book shows in glorious
detail, pissed down the trousers
of no less a man than (eneral
Spinoka. the monocled monster
wha would like to have done for
the whole of Portugucse
civilisation what his friend
CGieneral Avgusto Pinochet dud
tor Chilcans.

Wallratf by an excellent hine
m bullshit first ingratiated
himself into nght-wing Por-

tuguese circles. s enables
him to establish what every
other honest journalist and
maost sensible people suspected
all along: that the Portuguese
right, respectable as well as
Nazi, wdas engaged in a con-
certed campaign of arson,
hombing and murder against
trade umomsts, socialists and
communists,

This having been achieved.
Wallraft then delhvers the coun
de grace. He cons Spinola and
tricnds into coming to Germany
on a phoney fund raising trip
and engages them 1t a range of
fascinating conversations 1n
which thev came mightly close
ta 1elling all.

Wallraft has 1n fact
rediscovered Rohin Hood and
made him operative in our own
rimes and circumstances. the
latter half of the century of lies.

Far from being a hired gun
tor the hkes of Axel Springer,
Giermany’s equivilent of
Rupert Murdoch, Wallratt uses
his talent and his nerve as a
journalist against the polluters
of soctety.

He takes 4 typical luzy-good-
for-noghing-hippy apprentice
story In 8ifd, the German
version of The Sun and dissects
its supposed tact by supposed
fact showing it up for the
mendacious garbage that 1t is.

With Wallraff the reader is
spared the sterile sermon on
the—- comrades this 15 a serious
political question—unchanging
nature of the capitalist-yvellow-
sutter-press. Instead he or she
discovers its full terror for
themselves.

The undesirable journalist Is
at his most effective when he
prohes another tyranny, the
daily tyranny of factory work,
whether 1t be in the service of
Baroness von Carlowitz or of
the.former Obersturmbahn-

" fuhrer Bentz, king of the Melt-

ta coffee empire.

The Baroness offers lcases on
desperate flats to desperate
people in return for feudal
service. Here in Westphalia,
vou pay the lady in hours of
housework, painting and gar-
dening as well as hard cash. And
of course all tenants have 10
agree not te have children. lLike
free trade unions at Melitta,
they tend to interrupt continui-
ty of production,

At Mehtta the nice Mr Bentz
has become one of postwar
Germany's most successful
husinessmen. Such a pity that
undesirable journalists should
dig up back numbers of his
company paper the Melitia
Frho circa 1938-1945.




In this model ¢mplover Bentz
15 aquoted as calling tor a boyeott
of Jewish businesses even
betore the hideous state-
sponsared Orvstalinacht, and
administers {actory oaths hike
“Fuhrer, we are vours to s man

Wallratl take< a job ot Mehitta
and he s therehy able to
establish that the links with the
past are stll ative at Melitta.
Workers there re sull abused
msnlted and cheated and denied
frec trade untons,

My own fayouarite i this
collection 15 'Iesinyg above the
Past”, the extraordinary storv o
what happens tooan honest ity
archivist who i the late 19640
s¢t about rescarching what the
[hitd Reieh had done 1o the
Jews ot his community.,
Paderborn.

On 2 Tanuary 1968, the
incredible campalen agiins
this man who reluses to bury the
past reaches s awitul chimax,
Mr Molinsknis committed tooan
asviun on the orders of the City
Fathers.

Inthisextraordinary chaper.
Waltratl once apain emploves
the Delaney strategem. He goes
team handed to micet the ¢x-
Naz town elerk of Paderborn. i
Mr Sasse and tells him they've
come from lsrael to odfer him
the Jacob Goldimann
Reconcilliition Medal for
“Spectal merit i the 1eld of
rising above the past’. Mr Sasse
s suitahble moved. and
composed 4 most tanching
reply as vou wall suely find ot
i and when vou consult the
pages of this most enjovable
hook, faurie Fhonn

God Bless America

The Deerhunter

Ten vears ago. as the Umited
atates still shook under the
impact of the mass movement
agamst the Vietnam war, u
wolld have heen difticult to
imagine that a4 film about
Vietnam which eneded with a
heart-tell renderning of *(rod
Biess America’ could be

Cacclaimed as tone of the lew

grest tilms ol the decade™ { Time
(i),

| he films of that period very
often sought to express the
alicnation of a generation from
American society  think of
Fasv Rider, Zahriskie Point or
even The Graduare.

The Decelinter (directed by
Michael Cimino) s @ striking
iMlustration of the conservative
wdeological climate prevaihngin

the US today. 1t is the story of

e e

e

throe Pennsvlvania
steelworkers who volunteer
(note: rather than heing
drafted) tor service i Victnam
and are destroved or made by
the expericncye.

One. Steve (John Savage}

Pends np legless 1noa velerans

hospital, The  second,  Nick
(Christopher Walken), 1y
transtormed by the toriures
they suller at the hands of the
Vict Cong. who lorce their
prisoners  to o plavy Russian
raottlette with each other, into a
herom-mambining professional
Russian roulette plaver in the
hack-street dives of Saigon,
Only  the third, Michael
(Rohert [ Niro). makes the
grade. It 1s thanks to him that
thev escape from the Viet Cong.
l'nabie to settle down happily
again when he returns home.
Miuchael restores Steve to his

The Federation of Worker
Writers and Community

Publishing.

Founded in 'ebruary., 1976 5t
Manchester, the Federation
existy Lo develop, encourage
and publish workimg-class
wWriting.

Cheer the last ten yedrs.
worker wriler and local
commiimty publishing roups
hitve been Tormed throughout
the country, Workimg class
peopie have begun toassert
their own cxperiences in the
Lice of i mass culture that
threatens (o drovwn them,
Instead ol writers strugeling in
odation, rving to be ditlerent
in arder to make thetr
reputations or their fortunes,
worker woilers have been
camming together Lo express
themselves throngh pocms.,
staries and autobiography,

l<olated groups formed and
pubhished locally moresponse to

local conditions. 'he lTormation
of 4 national lederation reficcts:
dban awareness that the
conditions we are writing about
dare not that different tor
working people in Bristol or
Newcastle, by a desire to see
these groups spreading all over
the country, ¢} the fact that
many worker writers, as trade
uniomists, and socialists see
things nationally as well as
locallv.... Working class culture
has never been recorded by
working people themscelves
throuph a national pubhcation,
Working class peophe have
traditionally been teft out ot our
history books and our
ILterature  as writers, as
readers and as subject matter.
Worker writers are rrving to
break this vicious circle by
tickhing all three aspects of this
prablem gt the same ume. By
writing about aur hives, we hope
tor understund them better and
through understanding help to

i shape our oswn fetures,

The Federation has
caltaabhished a national base on
Tyneside 1n the North Fast ol
Envlind. From (here we are
develaping an mtormation and
resolree centre for the sy ot
federated menmibers and alhed
commmunity collectives.

A more detatled account of
the Federatiom and ats
ahjectives cian be lonnd m oour
first national publication
entitled "Writing avaalable trom
lovcal alternative soculis
ook <shops o Irom us
Milkurn Howse, Newcastle
upon Ivoe. A pubhciations Tist
al all federated members
mictle il soalse avinlabe.

Membership of the
lederation s open L groups
whose s emhrace those of
the Federation, subpect to
approval by member groups.
‘F’ Floor Dean St Milbur
House, Newcastle Upon Tyne
NETD HEE Phone 0632-20719

—_-—
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family and flies back to Saigon
to tind Nick in the panic-
stricken hours hetore the city
fell 10 the hiberation torces,

The trouble with The
Dreerhnier 1s that it s an
gnormously powertul and
exeitng film. | dely anyone,
whatever their political views,
not be moved by the scene in
which Amernican prisoners
huddle together in their halt-
submerged prison while one by
one their fellows blow their
brams out and are tipped ot
into the river.

Yot this scene 15 entirely
fietitious, An article by Richard
West, 1n Fhe Spectaror ot all
places. shows that no ncidents
of this sort ever took place; that
the evidence that the National
liheration Front of South
Vietnam resorted totorture and
massacre as systematic policies
1% 50 slight as to be non-
existent - although the
Americans and their chents
were not so sguedmish; and that
the Vietnamese passion for
Russian roulette is entirely a
creature of the director’s
1MAZInation,

The hilm's defenders will
argue that all this 15 guite
irrelevant --that the hilm 15 not
aboul the Vietnam war, but
about how the experience of
War in general tempers and
mittures {or unmakes) men.

This s, though. a bit hard to
swiallow: somehow., within 2
decade, the war that divided
Amuerican sociely more deeply
than any since the Civil War,
the first war the S ever
actually lost. has become a mere
parahle. Perhaps this 1s an even
maore subtie form of racutlisn
the epic struggle for Vietnamese
national independence becomes,
i The Deerfnanter, mercly
mncidental to the sell-reahsaton
ol American manhood.

In this way history s
transmuted mnto myth. Surely it
ts not accidental that the
dominant colours in the seenes
where Nick and Michael
descend 1nto the Saigon
underworld are red and hlack,
stz ving that we have entered
ante’s Inferno, an abstract
Hell rather than a real place.

The Deerfianter. then,
recuperiates’ the Victnam
expericnce. by turning a great
national (rauma into something
that the dominant ideology can
accommaodate  an episode in
which Amerwcan values put to
the test and, in Michacl's case,
pass with tlying colours {which
5 why the film ends with
everyone singing ‘God Bless
America’).
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Yet The Deerhirter would
not be so interesting and
cttective a film it it did not give
the values it celebrates some
real content. This is the point
cspecially of the lengthy
apening section ot the film,
which s devoted to Steve's
wedding a couple ggdays before
the three friends enter the army,

One ol he striking features ot

Fhe Deerhianter 1s that itois about

the American working classina
wav that few Hollywood films
hyve ever been. 1n the wedding
seanes a closely kit working-
class community ol shared
ethinic {white Russian) origin is
depicted in loving hut realistie
detasl,

The steel-town provides the
framework for the hilme
MMichae! returns to 1t irom the
war and leaves again only 1o
bring his two friends back. The
hleak shape of the stecl-works
phvsically dominates many ot
the most ImMportant scenes.,
while the tilm begins with the
three friends at work 1n the
smelter,

In this way wayv values that
woruld otherwise remait
abstract and mythical are given
detinite historical shape.
Various ideological themes
traditional to Hollywood
cinema are reworked --the
mystical communion of man
with Nalure held to be at the
hottom of the "American
cxperience” {the hunting scenes
thit give the tiim its title}: male

tricndship (the principal, alheit
largely unstated sexual
relationship is between Michael
and Nick. whiie Michael
himself i1s passive and clumsy
when confronted with

women —despite some fine
performunces by Meryl Streep
and other female leads. thisis a
man's tilm in which women are
relegated to the sidelines. to
await the warriors returning
from the warl.

Yet these themes are only
given life because they are
placed within the context
provided by the working-class
commmunity from which the
principal characters spring. The
film’s power lies in its success In
reworking the dominant
Holvwouod ideology by refating
it 10 the ¢xperience of a
gencration of working-class
Americans who were not
radicalised by military service in
Vietnam but merely cndured 1t.
In this respect, the picture The
Doorhunter paints of Vietnam
may not he entirely fictional.

The danger. however, 1s that
precisely because it 1s. Im 1ts way.,
such a good film, The
Deerhuenter lends tself to a
massive rewriting of history,
Whether this rewriting succeeds
depends in part on whether
tilms are made which use the
Vietnam experience to
undermine the dominant
ideology as effectively as The
Deerhunter reaffirms at. Alex
Callinicos

You can’t win (?) ,

Blue Collar
* . they pit the hfers against
the new boys, the voung against
the old, the black against the
white. Fyvervthing they do s to
heep us in our place.™

You might expect a movie
which ends with 1his messape,
and hits the title Blue Coffar. to
show ~omye understanding
throughout of the nature of
clyssstrugele. You might expect
an understanding of the
patential power of workers in
the tactory.

Ciivent that Adue Coflar uses
the Ford Plant in Detroat a< its
setting, sou might evenexpect a
swense ol what it must be hike to
work on the ine. None of these
things dare present in the movie,

Perhaps that™s asking too
much ot 4 Hollvwood movie,
b miv expectations were ralsed
by the eritics” ephithets of left-
wing' and “political’, and by the
cormmenis made by the
Purector, Paul Schrader:

K11
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“1 didn’t set out to make a left
wing tilm. [ had no visions

of making this into a concrele
palitical thing ... While | was
working on the script, | realised
that 1t had come to a very
spectiic Marxist conclusion.”™

This raises the question of
whether it is possible to arrive at
a Marxist conclusion when the
fitm was a whole 1s not based on
a notion ot class society.

The hlm gives a strong
impression of how the bosses
oncrate. They themselves are
never actually visible, but they
make their presence telt
through Lthe toremen,

Thev have absorbed the
union right down to the level of
shop steward. But they are not
seen as part of one class which 1y
exploiting another class,
hecanse in Bfue Colfar the
warking class does not exist,

The workers 1n the tactory
merely form an artistic |
hackdrop 1o the line. Onee the

main characters. Smokey, Zeke

r—T—

and Jerry have heen established
they don’t interact with their
workmates. Most scenes in the
factory arc cither geared to
showing the umon's
ineffectiveness on bread and
hutter issues. or the repressive
rale of the loremen. The
workers stand around and gawp
like the townstolk ina Western,

Smokev. Zeke and Jerry, 1o
dire financial hardship. decide
tr hreak into the sate at the local
union hranch and take what
cash they can find. The plan
mistires. and ultimately they
came up against the combined
power al their corrupt union,
the bosses and the FBL

It is a4 vanation on the theme
ot the individual v the system
with the difference that the
movie is rather more realistic:
these guvs are not Clint
Eastwoaod, and hence. they lose.
They may be working class
hlokes. but within the
framework of the tilm this s not
a significant factor.

The powers that be dispose of
Smokev and the other two
characters are bought oft n
different ways. Dazed and
psvchologically battered, they
seem to understand even less at
the end than they did at the
beginning.

They are smushed because
thev took on the system 4s
individuals. but the film does
not suggest there could have
been any other way. The
message of the film is that the
svstem is big and powerful and
corrupt, and it will smash
anyvone who takes 1t on,

Since any opposition s only
ever conceived of in terms of
individuals rather than a class.
then the final message 18 in no
way Marxist.

4

Bive Coffar ts unusual inohat s
heroos are working class, COrdimary
working people exist only rarcly n
Haollvwood movies. In this respec
there s oa ditference hetween British
and American hilms.

Hritish Nlms often contain a
notion of cliss class moa
sorciolngicl or moral sense. Films
stwch s Roanr ar the Top and The
Hircfirmr morghise about the tragic
consequences of crossing class
hairriers.

Hritish comuedies more often than
nal hase thetr humour on
cxpectations about hehaviour
associated with class. The rich
hehaving richly erg,

[uringe the sixties a serics af fillms
ermerged which can only he
described s “working class”™
movies. . d Kinef of foving 14 one of
the hest examples, Dated and
patehy as it might seem now, there 1s
nontheless o definite attermnpt o
portrav working class people, an
attempt to convey the relationships
ot the workplece,

You lgel vou are watching
ordinary peonle. Hollywood has
never pone in tor this kind of
rec [1sm.

In torm, Hollvwoeod films are
realist. That s, they don™t for
cxample, do funny things with the
fhme seguence: they don't present
dislopue which doesn™ fit the
plctire.

In shart, they don’t do anything
which will jolt yvou back 1nto
realising you are watching a mowvie,
Everviing s geared to allowing vou
to ident iy with the hero. and to simk
into he ecomlortable role of voyeur.

Very rarely are the main
characters people vou might meet in
real lile. It looks like real hite. but
wsually (s just that bt karger than
life. The heroes are more powerful,
more attractive, more articulate
than ourselves,

Individuals who have the power
and ingenuity to find solutions to
the problems which crop up in the
warlg of the film. {n a way it would
he cuthing their own throats to
identify these superpeaple as .
members of the working class.
Jae Ure-Smith
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IS SCIENCE

OBJECTIVE ?

To the deceptively simple guestion ‘ls
sclence objective” Dave Albury answers
‘Wo' and Alex Callinicos “Yes™ {Socialist
Review No 8, December 1978). Both make
some good points. but each in his own one-
stded way misses the point.

Dave  rejects any distinction  between
scientific knowledge and its use in capitalist
techriociogy which leads him to the reac-
tionary wmplication that science is not g
progressive force. His crude materialist
anaiysis rests on the unproven .and in my
view untenable-- assumption that the un-
doubted influence of capitalist interests on
natural scientists necessarily means their
science cannot be objective,

Alex correetly dismisses this as “vulgar
marxism’ but his own argument that science
s objective  because  of  its  Crelative
autonomy”  trom class
anything, worse. This idealist approach
divorces the scicnces from their social
purposes and Is particularly inappropriate
where he extends it from natural science to a
defence of marxism's scientific objectiviry.

‘Science’ refers to a diverse range of

soclally produced knowledge and theorics
ahout the natural and social world.
Becatuse of the class contradictions in
capitalism they do not have a unified
purpese. The extent (o which ohjectivity is
achievable depends on class interests in
ohjectivity and class barriers to it

For capitalists it varies greatlv. depending
on the field of study and its bearing on
capitalist accumulation and relations of
production.  Their material  interest  in
objective science is much more limited than
that ot the working class, and in the realm of
social  science it is crippled by their
overnding interest in maintaining  the
capitalist system.

As Dave indicates. ‘science’and Yideology”
interpenetrate in widely  differing Ways,
which can anly he established by concrete

SCIEN

intercsts, 15 if

historical analysis of the different fieids of
studv. However we can outline how such
analysis should proceed by noting the main
weaknesses in Nave’sand Alex’sapproaches
and hy contrasting the different social
purpases of natural and social science.
hourgeos social science and marxism. This
should provide 1 more adequate ¢lasy based
conception of ‘objectivity”,

Where Dave rejects ‘the internal logic of
science” as mystical’. Alex correctly insists
that scwence 15 not the simple response to
ruling class needs which Dave sugpests.
Theoretical developments are by their very
nature unpredictable: research can hawve
unintended theoretical spin-offs; capitalists
cannot specify preciselv in advance just
what research will best serve their class
Interests: and natural scicntists need some
freedom if they dre to do creative work
which may (or may not) be of immediate use
to capital in deveioping the forces of
production,

‘Refauve autonomy”™ in this scnse is in the
capntalists” interests. Ciiven the Althusserian
distortion of the concept into what often
amounts to ‘a
compiete independence’. Alex is justifiably
keen to stress he means relative autonomy
and is not being adealist. He is ideatist,
however, 1n secing “relative autonomy as the
nasis of objectivity,  He argues that Dave
conluses ‘two quite ditferent things™ the
hogus neutrality of science as separate from
class interests, and the genuine objectivity of
science which Alex defines not as absolute
truth but “approximations to reality”,

But Alex fails to reiate these different
things", despite the fact that it is precisely

CE&IDEOLOGY

contribution by James Anderson

umitateral declaration of

because of the absence of ncutralitv that
onjeclivity 15 questioned.  He sces  the
sciences as C‘hoth theoretica! and sociad
practices. and any approach which secks to
reduce them to onc or the other of these 1w
aspects is gomg 10 gel . . . Lo g mess™.

Dave stands accused of reducing scivnee
simply toa “soctal pructice”. but Alex himseli
gets into the ‘opposite’ ness of reducing the
question of objectivity simply 16 the reatm
of ‘theoretical practice”.  He  sees  the
elationship between these two aspeets as
‘contradictory”, but does not sav how and
why.

Indeed.  using  the fact o rodative
dutonomy as the explanation of “objpectevin
side-steps and precludes a proper im CRTigl-
ton of its dialectical relationship with clas.
Interests and purposes in theit historical
context,

In making ‘relative autonomy” the sole
basis for objectivity ity relative or hmided
aspect 18 lost and objective science becomes
avtonomous.  elevated above sociery.
position  suspiciously  similar 1o thy
Althusserian. One is tempted 1o add that
religions also have d relative autonomy from
capitalist interests and what could be lew,
objective?

By aimplving that science is “protected”
from capitalist influence by its relative
autonomy, Alex appears 1o accept Dasves
assumption  that capitalist interosts  are
necessartly opposed to objectivity. But are
thev? It seenmts to me capitalists hunve o strolg
Inferest 1 the natural scicnces being s
ohjective as possible, for increusingy ther
profits depend on it

Furthermore. in marked contrast to the
class-ridden social reality which thie social
selences purpart to explain, there is nothing
Inherent in the parts of reatity studicd by the
purcly natural sciences which constitutes
specifically class barrier to obhjectivity. This
Is the main reason {or their gencrally greater

to our science debate which began in issue 8
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ohjcctivity than bourgeols social science.

This docs not, however, mean the natural
sciences completely escape the negative
influence of capitalist ideology and produc-
tion relations. The varying extent of this
influence can only be established by con-
crete analysis of the inter-relationships
hetween the ‘Internal legic’ of science and
capitalist necds and ideas. In general, these
do tend to distort and impede scientific
development.

Capitalist science is elitist, excluding the
vast majority of workers from the oppor-
tunity 1o do creative research, excluding too
the majority of ‘scientists’ who are reduced
to little more than pragmatic technicians:
and research 1n particular areas icg. the
heath dangers of particular chemicals) may
he starved of {unds or compleiely by-passcd
in the rush for profis.

But with these provisos, it is better not to
assumc a general fundamental contradic-
tion between capitalist interests and objec-
tivity in the natural science that does
actually get produced under capitalism.
Hence we should not assume anv fundamen-
tal contradiction between the natural
sciences and workers” interests, not becanse
nalural science 15 somehow above or
‘protected’ from capitalist interests  but
because here the capitalists have a strong
have a strong vested mnterest in objectivity.
That is why the 1dea ot a ‘preletanan’
relatwity theory s “silly’

The natural sciences are an important
part of the forces of production. Capitat in
its drive to accumulate continually secks
greater control over physical processes and
this requires objective knowledpe about
them. More ideological mystifications do
not enible people to get to the moon and
hack.

Nutural scienee bas proved itself n
practice which s a4 necessary, though not
sutficient, test of obiectivity. Knowledge ot

the natural world has been revolutionised to
an amazing extent cven with the lifetime of
someone reading this article.

However, the bourgecisie has a matenal
intcrest in ‘revolutions’ only with respect to
the physical forces of production; capitalist
relations of preduction they are determined
to keep capitalist. This clash between forces
and relations of production generates the
class conflict in the application of natural
science through capitalist technology.

Accepting the objectivity in natural
science does not mean we have to accept as

scientific’ or ‘ohjective’ the ways its
knowledge is uwsed In capitalism—the
redundancies, speed-ups, deskilling,

dangers to health, ete. Dave rejects any
distinction between natural science and
technology because “There are many ex-
amples of science influencing technology
and 1echnoelogy influgncing science™ and
clearly they do interpenetrate.

But there are good reasons for not
collupsing the distinction. It led Dave to the
implication that natural science is not
progressive, and cannot be objective m
capitalism. [t imphlies that the only type of
technology that can result from existing
science is the existing technology, a form of
idealism where scientific knowledpe. not
matenial class interest, is the determining
factor. This would make socialism impossi-
hle as it denics the possibility of using the
same scientific knowledge produced for
capital to construct acceptable technology
in socialism.

The idea that capital misuses scientific
knowledge 1s sometimes unpopular because
It was used to support the bogus theory that

science was newural. But we should not
throw out the baby of *‘misuse” with the
hbathwater of ‘neutrality’. It is the misuse of
science, not its objectivity, which 15 the
important political 1ssue in the ‘new-
technology” or nuclear power.

Sometimes the misuse s physically
huilt-inte the technology, sometimes it
arises purely from the social context of its
use and under socialism would require hittie
technical change; and whether nuclear
power could be safely used in socialism s
interesting as idle speculation but the
important point is it’s potentially lethal for
humanity until socialism is firmly estabhish-
ed. Whatever the type of misuse, none is an
mevitable resutt of sicence. It 15 only
inevitable under capitalism. That, as Alex
reminds us, is what we are fighting.

In social science, however, “objectivity’ is
a major political issuc— bourgeois ideology
paraded as ‘objective’ science is a political
weapon against workers’ interests.
Although there cannot be an absolute
distinction between natural and social
science there are significant differences in
the possibilities and implications of objec-
tivity and the penctration by bourgeois
ideology.

In Marxs conception, Man s part of
Nature but consciously transforms it
through production, and in the process
transforms his own nature and the class
structures arising from the mode of produc-
tion. ‘“Men make history but not m cir-
cumstances of their own choosing’. The
unity of Man and Nature is thus mediated in
capitalism not only by human consclousness
but by class relations and workers™ aliena-
tion from Nature {which is transformed for
profit rather than use).

Therefore, incontrast tothe purely natural
sclences, there are specificially class barriers
to objectivity inherent in the contradiction-
riddled reality which social sciences study.




OF SCIENCE, NOT ITS
OBJECTIVITY, WHICH

IS THE IMPORTANT
POLITICAL ISSUE, . .

Capitalists nced objective knowledpe to
manage capitalism but bourgeois soclal
theory 1s severely limited by their overriding
concern (o maintain and hence ahscure the
central contradichen bhetween capital and
labour, and their need to keep workers'
understanding even more limited.

Thus. the Financiel Times, written for a
capitahst readership, is much more ohiec-
tive than, sav., The Swm. and its ‘mere
tournalism” is also superior to much of
bourgems social *science”. But forcapital the
praoblems of national and world capitalism
(including the threat of lethal world war}are
alwavs preferable to the solution of remov-
ing the contradictions in a class-less world
order.

Whereas natural  science  helps
revolutionise the physical forces of produc-
tien, hourgeois social science s mainly
mvolved with social relations of production
where revolution is ruled out. The salution
18 thus ruled out (wsvally implicitly) before
bourgeois secial analvsis even starts  not
the way science s supposed to proceed!
[deology 1s the main result,

‘Ideology” refers to partial and superficial
accounts of reality which {intentionallv or
noty serve the interests of a particular class
or group In society by claiming to be the
‘whole truth® or universally (rue for
evervone (eg.. 'in the nation:al interest’ as if
class contradictions didn't exist).

Soctal science has overtaken religion as
the main source of hourgeois ideologics.
Some of the most pervasive are based on the
misuse of valid theories from natural science
lifted out of context to ‘explain® human
society (eg. Social Darwinism’'s *Survival of
the fittest™- which has some plausibility in
the “jungle’ of capitalism). Studies of Man as
part of Nature (eg.. in biology. psvchology.
medicine), which ignore people’s social
being arc a fernile source.

Thus  people  are ‘naturally’  greedy.
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ammial-like. etc., and the natural fact ol

ractal variation in appearance ix used as
basis  for the social fictions of  racisy
ideology. Witness the popular influence of
racist  ‘intelligence”  testing,  Desmond
Morriss The Naked Ape. or the grand-
daddy of ammal behaviour studies. kindly
old Konrad l.orenz, who in 1942 produced
the nazi theory that “Arvans' could use

‘racial hiology’ to weed out “degencrate’

characters on the basis of their physical
appearance.

But much of the social sciences have a
greater degree ot objectivity and for that
VEIY redson can constitute more powertul---
It not always more popular ideologies.
"Positivist” social scignee claims it is ‘objec-
tive” hecause it uses only the method of
natural science (not its content), as por-
traved by such “philasophers of science’ as
the anti-marxist Karl Popper. Results show,
however, that this "method’ s not fully
adequate. 15 not comed properly. nor can
social theory ever mateh the successful
predictions made in the physical sciences,

Vicarious ‘authority” s derived from
allegedly copyving natural scientists (whose
authoriy 1s based on real predictive abihityy.
despite the pathetic resnlts of projecting past
soctal trends nlo the future, Often dis-
ASTIOUS 1N eConomic management, 1t is
stutable as ideology for 1t at least "predicts”
that capntalism will continue!

Producing ‘predictive laws” for society as
natural science does for nature is only
possihle’ by leaving cut human  con-
SCIOUSTIess, of at least that of subordinate
classes  asn the positivistic and deformed
‘marxism’ of Kautskv and Stalin, with its

mechanistic historical  “stages” and  the
"inevitabiliy’ of socialism. This mechanistic
materialism s allied with retormism: il
soclalism were  ‘inevitable® why  hother
organmsing tor the working class consciously
to take state power?

Marxism 1s only “predictive’ in the sense
of analvsing the possibilities latent in
present class contradictions as 4 guide to
conscious workers” action to overcome the
contradictions, eveniual outcomes depen-
ding on what people and classes might or
might not do in the luture,

Confusing ‘objectivity” with ‘neutrality’
and theretore wishing to appear ‘neutral’.
hourgeos social analvsis makes a virtue oul
ol confining 1tself to surfiace appearances. -
m which 1t 1s quite unlike natural science.
T'hese  appearances are part ol reality
{therefore bourgecis ideology has some
plausibility), hut in capitalism appearance’
s necessanly different from “essence’ for the
sysicm to function,

For example. surplus labour s extracted
not openly by torce as inslavery but through
the Ew of value in the apparently fair
exchange of labour power tor wageés, so 'a
fair day's wage for a fair davs work” can
appear possibie, In"positivist’ or ‘empiricist’
soclal  analysis immediate surface ‘facts’
supposedly ‘speak tor themselves” and there
15 ™ coherent theory o crable o tull
understanding of the underlving realite of
capitalism in which  particular  social
appearances and problems are embedded.

In tact the underlving reality 1s abscured
even  lurther by the fragmentation  of
bourgeors  social  science.  Economists
tvpically  leave  out  ‘politics’.  pelitical
theorsts  leave  out  Ceconomies’.  and
saciologists often leave out just ghou
cvervthing of importance i their ‘sociotogy
ol” this. that, and the other. Bourgeois social
scientists are ‘cobweb spinming eclectic flea-
crackers’. to borrow Engels’ phrase,
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Fragmentation and the limited relative
autonomy from direct capitalist controt--
results in a confusing multiplicity  of
competing ideologics, onc-sided eConoemIc,
wociological” ete.. ‘explanations’ which are
mote protective of capitalist interest than 4
single ‘party-ling’ ideology.  They help
provide piecemeal pragmatic wolutions’ 1o
capital’s problems: prohlems are pushed ott
to the future. often to strike again with
greater severity or, as Engels said of housing

problems. ‘they are  merely shifted
elsewhere!
[enin  concluded that bourgeois

economists and natural scientists ‘may be
capable of very valuable contributionsin . ..
factual and speciahsed investigations’ but
they cannot ‘be trusted one iota’ in their
gencral theories of political economy or
philosophy of science. But bourgeois social
science {or the Financial Times) cannot be
dismissed out of hand: “ideology’ and
‘weience’ interpenetrate in widely differing
ways. to be disentangled by concrete
analysis. not a priori delinitions. Thus
jimmediately after saying thatin general ‘the
professors of cconomics are nothing but
scientific salesmen of the capitalist class ..
the professors of philosophy .. salesmen of
the theologians.,

|enin goes on 1o say:

‘“The task of Marxists in both cases 15 to be
able to master and adapt the achievements
of these salesmen’ (far instance, you will not
make the slightest progress in the investiga-
tion of new ¢eonomic phenomena uniess
vou have recourse to the works of thesc
salesmen). and to be abie o lop oft thew
reactioniry tendency, 1o pursue one’s own
line and to combat the whole alignment of
forces and classes hostile 1o us.’

Bourgems social science misinterprels the
world: marxism's point is to change it This
is the basis of its objectivity, Like the best of
natural science. it has a revolutionary
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BOURGEOQD/IS SOCIAL
SCIENCE MISINTERPRETS
THE WORLD ;: MARXISM'S
POINT 1S TOCHANGE 1T,

approach to what it studies. As Engels
wrote, ‘soctalism became a sclence’ with
Murx's  two  great  discoveries,  the
materiabist conception of history and the
revelation of the secret ol capitalist proguc-
tion through surplus value!

The botirgeois argument that marxism 1y
just tideology’ reflecting the interest ol a
particular ciass. ‘forgets’ that workers arc
“the universal class” with anmaterialinterest
in achieving a classless society in which
gvervone (including former capitalists and
other parasites) could do socially usetul
work. In contrast to capitahists. the working
class has an untettered material interest in
abjectivity in all fields of human understan-
ding. natural and sacial,

But what is ‘objectivity’? The concept s
meaningless unless related to class interests
and purposes. However. it cannot be
established simply by the pragmatic “test’ of
how well a theory ‘works’ in practice’ if
workers accept its misunderstanding of
capitalism: and the success of marxist
theory depends not simply on its objectivity.
hut on how, and how many, workers put it
into practice.

lts past political defeats do not disprove
the theory. Just as well for they vutnumber
the practical successes. Equally. theorctical
ahjectivity cannol guaraniee future practal
suceess, hut it is essential: 4 pragmatic “suck
it and see” approach has limited uses, butyou
may simply ‘poison’ yourselt in which case
the ‘test” 1s fatally late!

The conception of ‘objectivity’” as ‘ap-
proximation  to  reality”  which  Alex
Callinicos uses 1s also inadequate for it
leaves upanswerable the question “how
close” an approximation? Lt 1s an cmpiricist
tormulation which postulates an ahistorical
subject (or observer) separate from the
object being observed, thereby dogmatically
breaking the dialectic, or two-way in-
terrelationships. between subject and ob-

ject, thought and action. theory and
practicc. We are part of the rcality we
ohserve, shaping and shaped byt
Marxism'™s  objectivity  derives trom
recognising the tull theoretical and practical
impications ot this, It dialecticalty relates
its object of study, capitalism. with the
revolutionary subjeet 1n capitalism, the
working class. It represents the matenal
interests of the class and strives tor b to
hecame the conscious agent in revolutianis-
ing capitalism. as the practical solution to

the material and theoretical problems ot

capilahsim.

Science hecomes objective by moving
(rom the abstract to the concrete. trom 4
one-sidedly dogmatic account to a Many-
sided understanding ot reality which sees it
as an historical  process.  Marxism's
superiority to 1ts bourpeois competitors.
past and present, cun  therelore  be
theoretically demonstrated: it can make
coherent and  concrete their  abstract
fragmentary  findings  while consistently
explaining their deticiencies and its own
abjectivitv n relation (0 practice,

it recognises that the 'movement trom the
abstract to the concrete” is only completed
when its theory is “proved in practice’ and
becomes objectified in the matenal reality of
a class-less society.

The defence of marxist objectivity Irom
the corrosive influence  of  bourgeots
ideology  depends  on consistently  in-

terrelating  the theory and  practice of

workers” struggles against capital. Theory
lases objectivity if separate from this
practice. and vice-versa, as evidenced by the
inconsistencies of reformism and by some of
current academic productions which pass
for marxist  theory {and here the
Althusserian concept of ‘theoretical prac-
tice® is merely verbal gymnastics, Dhitle
defence against the ideclogical contamina-
tion to which academics are occupationally
at risk),

Reformism is seeking a compromise with
capital on the central issue on which capital
will not compromise  1ts own overthrow-
is compromised and inconsistent in 1ts
theory and practice.

Marxism is objective to the extent it is
revolutionary and revolutionary to the
cextent nit is objective.

—t  t——
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Karl Marx’s Theory of
Revolution

Vol I}: The Politics of
Social Classes

Hal Driper

Muonthly Review Press £11 8()

1 had the privilege of reviewing
the hirst volume ot this work
(Steete cod Burequeraer ). which
v now happtly avatlable o
paperhack (£5.60), At that time.,
| wiis more dismssive ot the
project than Fnow care to recall,
In particular, Usngpested that
Praper’s work was ange ot
‘marxelogy atermwhich  tor
mysell as for Driper s aterm
ol subtle marxist abuse.

HEavimg recently had the
occaston to re-read the first
volume. and now alse the
pleasire of reading the second. |
should ke pubhicly to alter my
previoms ever-sa-<lightly
wuperior |idgement. Hal
Draper s nol producing
marxelogy, but scholarly
marxism ot the highest ocder,

I he scholarship s simply
amarzing, Draper has read
evervthing there s to read. and
has orzanised his resulting mass
af material into a wonderfutly
clear and svstemane
presentation ot the pohitical
ideas of Marx and his comrade
Fred Fngels. | noted the
indispensahility ol the first
v lume asa relerence work, and
can only retterate that point
AL,

But something more must be
siid, about the politics of the
work, Hal Praper s well-
known and some pubhsher
should make him still betier
known by i re-issue {or 4
marvellous short pamphlet of
the 195%0s: The Pwa Sonds of

Soctadisni. Phe burden ot that
pamphlet was the sharp
distinetion within the socialist
tradition between all

the manilold varneites of
wocialism from above’
nncluding reformism,
stalinims. maowsm, ete) and the
revolutionary tradition of
wogtahsm from below”,

We hear a good deal these
davs trom the relformist
commumst parties ol Western
Furope about ‘democratic
soclidlism’. by which they mean
a lnkewarm struggle to expand
poputlar control, and a mild
dose of national-state planning.
They urge the retention of the
scmi-sham democracy of
parlimentary government. of
‘representative democracy”
where the electorate have no
real control over thetr
parhamentary
MmISTSpresentatives,

Faced with real papular
movements towards workers
control nnd workers” power,
thew are at hest uneasy and

more commoniy positiely

hostile (consider the samelul
history of the ltalian and -
French parties in every
stgnificant erisis for more than
forty vears).

Hal Traper s a marxist, and
will have no trock with such
perversions. His Marx and his
Frngels  debiantly quoted over
hundreds of pages  are
consistent, red revolutionaries.
cver concerned with the
expansion of popularircedoms,
and with an expansion of
treedom and control won by the
working classes themselves, by
therr own eflorts and their own
POWCT,

T'he Marx and Engels who

shine throuegh every carelully
annotated page of this
monental work gre
revolutionary socialists whose
central principle was collective
self-cmancipation. workers’
pawer. [rue, they were
intellectuals, but intellectuals
whose whole Iives were organised
around the prineiple of struggle.
of political engagement. whose
intelectuital work aimed alwavs
at the central pomt: making it
easter lor freedom to conguer,

They were acid m therr
condemnation of idiots. not out
of love of therr own cleverness
fas we find inso many latter-day
academic marxoewds) huot
because the truth matlered to
the working class. because
lznorance and muddle were
impediments to their struggle.
For them, reason and treedom
went hand in hand.

Hal Draper aimns to recover
Marx and Engels as
revolutionary activists and
thinkers. In thas volume, he
discusses the anatomy of
classes, the role of the modern
praletariat as the kev agent in
the overthrow of capitalism.
and the relation - detined n
struggle -of the working class
ty other classes and strata

Initiallv. anc further volume
was planned, but the aumhor
now announces that the
remaining materials will oecupy
two further substantial tomes,
No question: 1l the next .
volumes are up to the standard
of the hirst two, we should be
pleased at his excesses,

The 1erm ‘work of reference’
may turn prospective readers
away. so do not tmagine this
wiorrk 15 as dull 4s an index.
[espite the massive scope of the

work. and s integrated
canception. the varoos
separiate parts are themsehes a
whole seties ol smailer
pleasures. Thisis a book 1o dip
inta, as well as 1o read right
through.

If vou want to know why
marxists emphasise the working
class betore all others, the
materntls iire all here, Students
can shiver at Marx and Fngels
remiarks on their forebears’
roles in the revolutions of [K4%-
9. and their reported
enthusiasm tor knowing the
plians of the revolution while
not hkimg sore {feet, Academics
should ponder what Marx and
Engels thought of them.

Anvone having 1o argue with
the disordered residues of
mitnism should rejoice 1in the
most definitive collection ot
Marx and Engels’ very clear-
headed views on the peasant
gquestion available anywhere:
these three long chapters. in
themselves, are political
dvnamite. The Marxist attitade
to trade umiomsm s clearly
spelied out. towgether with the
issues of retormism. the necd
[or an independent
revolutionary party of the
working class, and so on.

Perhaps most importam of all
tor revolutionary stratcgy. Hal
Draper presents an extremely
clear and unamhbiguous account
of Marx and Engels’
development. through their
experience ol the 848
revotutions, of the theory of
‘permanent revelution™ Leon
Trotsky's claim that he did not
mvent the theory, but
developed 1t from its _
foundations 1In Marx, is amply
supported by this fully

35




birthday

Born today! A new postal TRADE UNION
BOOKSERVICE to provide books and
pamphlets useful to trade unionists.

Always in stock: TUC publications, Arrow
trade union series, Labour Research Depart-
ment, BSSRS Hazards series, HM30 and Dept
of Employment publications, Counter-
Information Services reports, Institute for
Workers' Control and many others.

Write now for booklist to:

TU Bookservice

265 Seven Sisters Road, London, N4 2DE

- MARXISM 79

JULY 6th - 13th

Seven days of revolutionary ideas and discussion at the
Polytechnic of North London Organised by SWSQ, the
SOCIALIST WORKER STUDENT ORGANISATION

WORKSHOPS AND LECTURES
Introduction to Marxism
Twentieth Century Revolutionary Movements
Problems of Revolutionary Pofitics
Marxist Economics

Women and Revolution

Trade Unions since the War

Black and Asian Sludies

Our Marxist Traditions

Marxism and Literature

Ireland—the Siruggle against imperialism
Paolitics and Personal Life

Science and New Technology

Plus films. live music, theatre, discos,
debates

Booking £8 in advance
(includes advance reading list],

£9 on the door.
Accommuodation and greche available.

For further information write to:
SWSO Marxism 79 PO Box 82 London EZ

- Cheqgues made payable to SWSO0

36

documented analysis.

Orver and over again. Dhraper
shows the theoretical tounders
of our movement nLIstNg on
the central and revolutionary
role of the modern working
chlass, as the class which alone
bears within its forms of hite the

seeds of the future society,

I cannot do this book justice.
The publishers should be urged
tor rush out a paperback cdition
of the second volume. This
work should be welcomed.
read. studied. used. it
indispensable. Codin Barker

Jargon-free guide
through marxist theory

A Short History of
Socialist Economic
Thought

Gerd Hardach. [Dieter Karras.
Ben Fine.

Edward Arnold. £2.25
———————————————
Nowadavs one hias to go a long
way (o {ind an inteligible and
reasonably cheap introduction
1o socialist economic theoary.
Most modern marxist
economic theory is bespattered
with abstruse jargon and
requires not just a glossary ot
terms hut a devollon (o
academic study bordering on
muasochism. At the same time.
most books on marxist
economics are intolerably
CXPCISIVE.

This boak. the work largely
of two (igrman marxists
Hardachand Karras. s part of a
very welcome maove in the
appasite direction —that of
taking a critical look at
traditional marxist economic
theory in a Janguage which
ordinary martals can
understand.

The authars guide the reader
through the ideas of the carly
hourgenis cconomists such as
Malthus, Ricardo. Say,
McCulloeh and provide a
convenient hackeloth against
which they develop Marx’s
criticisms.,

With each economast, trouble
is taken to illustrate their
specific contribution to
bourgeois economic theory and
this 15 later developed when
consideration is given to Marx.
Here. in my opinion, the
authors are a litile weak,
emphasising the ‘method” ot
Marx's analysis ta the
detriment of the object, namely
capitalism.

This leads them to spend
rather less time on Marx’s
economic theary than would do
justice to'1t: for example use-
vilue, exchange-value, labour—
power, surplus-value, speciic
and gencral labour, the dual
aspect of circulation,
‘valorisation' (horrible word!),
accumulation. value and ptices

___w T

of production. and the tendency
for the rate of profit to fall. are
all covered In less than wn
pages. That makes meaty, il
well-wrnitlen, reading!

Having given the essentials of
Marx’s theory, the authors then
discuss various attempts to
develop or *revise” Marx’s
theories in two excellent
chapters on theories of
capitalism before and after the
(crtober revolution,

Stating cicarly the essentials
al the ‘revisionism” debate in
German Social Demoeracy led
by Bernstein, essentially,
whether or not capitalism
would of its own accord result
inevitably in soctalism, the
authors then pass onto what
thev consider to be the more
important debute inside Russia,
This concerned the process ol
development of capitalism and
was of crucial tactical
impartance to the marxists 10
Russia at the time.

In opposition to the German
revisionists Rosa Luxemburg
had written a controversial
criticism af Marx’s theory of the
reproduction of capitalism, i.c.
how it can reproduce itself on
an increasingly larger scale
so develop. At the same time, in
Russia the debate was between
the ‘narodniks’ and the
marxists. the narodniks
helieving that capitalism could
not develop in Russia and that it
would be possthle to pass
directly to sociahism based on
AN agrarian economy.

it was in this context that the
theories of impenalism
formulated by Luxemburg.
Bukharin and 1.e¢ntn and the
{famaus Finance Capital by
Hilferding were written. Lhe
authots have produced
excellent expositions of these
theotics and these alone would
make the book worth reading.

When they come to the
second chapter dealing with
theories of capitalism, a number
of relatively unknown names
are introduced such as Varga
(an early theorist of state
capitalism}. Sternberg and




Crrossman (two cconomists who
indulged in a certain amount of
acrobatios with Mar<'s analvsis
of the reproduction of
capitalism) and some ol the
Russian economisis who have
discussed the theory of state
monopoly capitalism.

The hook ends with a clear
account of the modern
COAtrOversies n marxist
cconomics: valug, price and
nea-Ricardtanism: the talling
prolit rate and alternative
cxplanations: the current
recession: and liast but not least.
imperialism.

IF this seems a lot to cover in
Just X pages of text vou will be
relieved to krow that it 1s tree of
jargon so 1t is an casy read, 1t s
also pleasingly free of printing
ervors, and even il it does work
out at nearly 3p per page, it's
worth it. | he authors are to be
congratulated on producing a
vahmble book. Boh filoved

Chit-chat
from the
common
rooms

Main Currents of Marxism
(3 vois)

eszek Kolakowske

OU'P £26 95

{ That's right, twenty seven
quid - or what the average
Asfarrworker earns in a month).

How they miust love this
sccond-level philosophical
Solshenitsvne in the Oxtord
common room that he now
imhabits? The hrave Polish
intellectint! who deled stalinst
repression n the foes in the
name of sociilism ind freedom,
and who hecame the focus of so
much opposition  ¢ist and
west ol the Iron Cortarn when
Russian troops desiroved Lhe
Hungarian workers’ revolution
in 1956, has at last found his
utopi: western "hiberal” society

It must he very comlorting to
he told. alter a decade in which
mtellectuals intluenced by
Mars have been on the
altemsive, and by someone who,
alter all. speaks irom the harse™s
mouth. that all the cold war
mvths are in fact true.

Just tn case vou were worned
that 'l rotsky might have had
samething o do with
proletanan internationalism

and oppositton to the stalimst
hurcancragy, 1075 nige 1o know
that e readly believed in
creating o state where
“compulsion is uraversal ... oa
huge concentration camp in
which the government exercises
dhsolule power Over every
aspect ol cittrens’ lives™,

Ot of cantext”? Not at all:
Apairt from 4 page and & halt on
the permanent revolution this s
the anly part of him that
Kilakowskt looks at in any
detinl.

Nor s his cavaher treatment
ol Trotsky an sofated example.
| #nin and other Bolsheviks
sutler i the same wav, Only
Stahin emerges, if not in an
acceptable torm, then at least in
a form m which his crimes are
distinctly mitigated by heing
shared by the revolutionary
sociahst tradition from which
they are supposed to have
NEUTLE.

And poor old Karl himself
enterges as a clever, b
hopelessly contused thinker.
permanently spht between the
wewentilic” Marx who studied in
the British Museum wrongly
predicting the imminent
collapse of capitalism, and the
committed retormer. whao.
hecnuse he tried 1o get people to
do things, didn™t belicve inany
<uch thing,

I'he intellectual workd that
Kalakowski inhabits s an
extraordinarily stmple ane.
There s not history, only Hsts of
the good guys (all of them are
imbecthe inetfective socialt.
democrats) and the bad guys
(revaluttonary sociakises).
Merxism has been proved filse
hecause capitalism has not
collirpsed and because
Sochalism’ i ity Russian variery
has given rise to tvranny not
treedom.

Marxism 1s therefore not o
seience but a religion, and a
dangerous one in (s
reveiutiomary lorm, So
although Kolakowski says he
would hike a4 more equitable
society, he has now given up all
hope of getung it

And so he sides with the
status quo against those who
wani to change it, whether they

are the stodents of Lhe 19600

- protesting against the Vietnam

war, spotlt middie-classchildren
... the extremists amonyst them
mdistingishable from Fascist
thugs™ . or black crvil-rights
activists ‘who advocated
violence and black racialism’.

In short Kolakowsk hits
clearly been recrmted to the
tradition of the reactionary
academic ‘hiherabsm™ of oher
Furopean emigre anglophiles
ke Papper and von Havek.
Apaet from the ilagrant
vinlence he does to Marx and
other revolutionanes’ wdeas (at
fimes sinking 1o the level of
Poppers mretched Prversr of
Historieisor) he also makes the
same equation between
collective activity and
totalitanian dictatorship, and
worships at the same shrines ot
"ndividuabism™ and piecemeal
soctid retorm,

The result s not only
catastraphic tor his politics. but
tor his intellect and scholarship
toe, I these 1.5(H) pages of
rambling fuddled myopia there
1% hard v a single acute msight to
he fonnd. The sharp essavist
who at one ttme oxpressed
Thowever inadequatelyy the
humanity of socktlism is gone,

(niv the ghost {(hut not the
spriity ol his former self remarns
to haunt the clinsters of Al
mouls  the immensedy wealthy
sell-perpetuating inteltectual
club of which he 15 now o
membyer,

To xome people (Fdward
Thompsantorinstance  see his
critigne of Kolakowski in
Nocrafist Regisier 1973) be s a
rencgade and must be apposed
s such. But the malise goes a
bt deeper. Even in his most
radical divs he never went
hevond o very superticigl view
of sociaism. as involving
collectivisation plus
humanitarianmsm and
democracy, and as something
that could plausibly be thaught
ol as intreduced rom ahove,

He never really saw socialism
as the logical outcome of the
collective self-activity of the
working cliss against
capitaism. as something that
had (o be imposed fram below.
If he had it would have made
nonsense of the equation
between totalitariamsm and
soctalism - a conclusion that
his erstwhile colleagues from
the ald New | ett of the 1950s
would do well Lo ponder on.
Feter Bins

Bizarre perspective

Socialist Construction
and Marxist Theory—
Bolshevism and its
Critique

Philip Corrigan. Harvic
Ramsay. Derek Saver
Macmillan £8.95

This is 4n interesting but
contracictory book. It 1s
Interesting becausc 1t contains
one or two valid and important
insights. 1t 15 contradictory
hecause these insights are
hitched to a political position
that s completely untenable
and, far from flowing from
these insights, directly negates
them.

The authors’ basic argument
15 as follows. Belshevism
mherited from the Second
[nternational a restricted view
of the ‘torces of production”
concerving of them in purely
technical terms quite separate
from the relations of
production and from pohitics.

Thus after the revolution the
transition to socialism came to
he seen as merely a matter of
adding economic development
to the workers' statc regardless
of the social relations generated
in this process. Hence Lemn’s

slogan that ‘soctalism equals
soviets plus electriciation’ and
his admiration for tayiorism,

This, the authors maintain,
led to the progressive adoption
of capitalist methods and
relations of producthion in
imdustrialisation, and was the
aryginal sin’ of Bolshevism.

On this question they say
there was no disagreement
hetween Lenin, Trotsky or
Stalin, or the Latter’s successors
and conscquently they claim
that “no caesura . . . separates
Khrushchev or Brezhnev trom
the tundamentals of their
Bolshevik hentage™.

Finally they see the ‘practice
of the Chincse people’ and
Mao-Tse-Tung thought as
provading an impheit eritigue of
and alternative to the Bolshevik
tradition.

Is there any truth in this
rather bizarre perspective? Yes,
there is a grain, but no more. it
15 true that Bolsheviks
(including and, at times,
especially Trotsky) did tend to
conceive of socialism in terms of
a purely quantitative expansion
of industry and state ownership,

The root of the problem,
though this ys not brought out in
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the hook, was an almost
complete unawareness of that
aspect of Marx’s thought which
centres on the relationship of
the worker to his or her work
and which s most ¢learly
displaved in the /8544
Manuscriprs, This unawareness
clearly mhibited and distorted
I'rotsky's struggle against
Stalimsm n Lhe 1924k and
1930s. But the rest of ther
argument 1s the purest
THOTISCTISG,

Messrs Corrigan et al attempt
to root thelr critigue 10 a
restiatement of Marx’s historical
materialism, In this they insist
that the “matenal and soclal
dimensions ol production are
refated internally’ and that
reliations of production are
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themselves productive lorces,

They criticise a4 crude
hase superstructure division,
and the view of the state as
merehy an instrument ot
cacrcion separate from the
cconomy. Finally they note
Marx's demal that he had
developed ™a general histonico-
philosophical theory. the
supreme virtug of which
consists 10 being supra-
historical™ and emphasise the
empirical nature of the marvist
project. :

So lur 50 good. But whileat s
certainly correct to combat the
view oF marxism as
technological determimism and
to cniticise a “technologically
motinated account of soctal
change™ 1t is certamly not
carrect to ¢xclude aimaost
completely the level o
technigoe and economic
development as a major 14ctor
i human history.

And this 15 what our authors
try to do. When Marx wrote
that “men make their own
history. but 1ot in
circumstances of their own
making’ hoth terms of the
equation had force and
meaning. The Sceond
International jettisoned the st
term of the equation and
produced a mechamcal
tatalism. OQur auhors here
ignore the second term and
artive at a radical decalism.

Forgetting Marx's statement
that “with gencralised want all
the old wavs will revive”, they
want to deny that a hgh level ot
economuc development 15 imany
scnse A prereguisite tor
sociilism, This. of course. 15
necessary to sustain their semi-
maoism but it involves
abandoning marxism tor paive
LLOPIANISTL

In tact extreme idealism
underlies everything they write
about Russia and China. When
thev attack |.enin over one-man
management and taylorism
they do so as b these were
simply wrong ideas reflecting an
abstract struggle between
capitalism and soculist deas.
without even mentioning the
desperate material situation in
Russia which gave rise to these
positions. Similarly, when they
argue tor the essenbizl
continuity of Lenin. Trotsky,
Stalin and Brezhney they do so
simply on the basis of 1solated
guotations removed from theuwr
context, completely
disregarding the manifest
discontinuity in their general
political positions and. even
more important, in thelr
abijcctive socigl positions in
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When they tell us that ‘tor
Stalin . . . socklismoan one
country 1s not (o he
counterposed to world
revolution”, this s agaim purely
on the basis of quotations from
Stalin. Stalin’s practice {In
Ching. in Germany, in Spam
ete. ) i completely ignored.

On China the book takes oft

into the tantasy world of quetes

trom Mao. Any actual history.
any contact with the awkward
reality of China {ol the kind 1o
he found in Nigel Harris's
recent studvy s avolded Tike the
nlague. The whale analysis is
conducted in terms of the
struggle between the ‘two-lings’,

Class struggle continues in
China. they say, but it 15 not a
struggle hetween real social
groups occupying definite
pasitions in the progess of
production. instead 1t is a
mythical struggle between
capitahst and soctalist roaders,
I-rom authors who have
stressed the empirical niature of
marxism il s a strange
performance: even the
QUOLALIONS aTe VIgorously
selected to it the theory,

This methad has two
particularly untortunate
consequences. The first 1s the
analysis of China’s tereign
policy. Unable to swallow
manist antics in Chile. Angola,
Iran etc they explain them by
the failure to extend the cringue
ol Bolshevism to embrace
foreign pohicy and by ‘the
separation ol diserete policy
areas 50 typical of Bolshevism'.
Material interests don’t come
into 11, tor that would pose the
problem of whose material
interests, Instead 1t is all just a
survival of Bolshevism.

The second is the analysis of
Russia. Everyvthing that the
authors have written ar the
begimning of the book about the
relitions and forces of
praduction and about the state
should. if 1t were developed.
lead them 1o the view that
Russia today s state capitalist.
But no. they insist that Russia
remaimns a socialist country.,

In order to support this view
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our authors at last, and in
contrast to the rest ot the book
have ta resort o some tacts, "t
I necessiry T, they sav, "o be
brutallv and mnsistently
empirical™. This emmrical
analyvsis consists of precisely
one paragraph “proving’ tha
Russin is socialist by virtue of
the fact that there is nonflation
and hiving standards have risen,

Here idealism is replaced by
rampant empricism. The tacts
selected are termed “great facts
of working-class ¢xperience’ to
inflate their importance and the
other tacts of warking-cliss
expenence such as low wages,
shortages. the absence of
workers' control, and workers™
rights in general are passed over
in silence.

After all this 1s this book
worth reading”? AL €895 1ths
hardly worth buying. But i1 s
worth glancing at the first three
chapters {in a hbrary} for
certain ideas which, in other
hands. could be integrated into
a scrious Marxist analysis. Johan
Mofvnenux

Bringing it
all back to
life

Eleanor Marx
Volume 1 Family Life
1955-1883
Volume 2 The Crowded
Years
1884-1858
Yvonne Kapp
Virago Vol | £3.95 Vol 2 £4.95
H
[nspired biographical writing.
created with devotion 1o and
empathy with its subject, can
hring alive the meaning and
practice of socialism much
more than dozens of dusty
tomes on political theory.
This is particularly true ol
Yvonne Kapp's two volume
bingrauphy of Fleanor Marx.
now published in paperback by
Virago (it was originally
published in hardback by
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Lawrence and Wishart), 1t will
now stand alongside such works
as Deutscher’s Trokr, EP.
Thompsan's B Moreis
and Chils fenian, the lourth and
lnal votume of which s (0 be
published this month,

The first volume covers
Elanor Mary's formative vears
in the material poverty but
exhiieraung spirit of the exiled
AMars tamibvan London. ending
in the year of her Gather's death
tn 1RR3,

We gam fascinating insights
into the Marx tamilvs Like 1n
| .ondon, the triendship with
Fagels and the attempts to buitd
international hnks across
Europe. Passing through their
hoase, trequently overstaying
ther welcome. were the bright
voung spirks of the deteated
Paris Commune (n the vears
mmmediately alter 1871

The second yvolume covers
her life s an active
revolutionary. Here we see her
as a committed socialist in tiest
the Social-Demaocratic
Federition and then the
Soculist 1 eague, As working-
class strupgele rose at the end of
the [8E(s we see her as one of
those who transcended the
limitations of the small socialist
sects throwing herselt into the
East London agitation.

linhke many ol her
contemporaries in the middle-
class socihist milicux of

] ondon she was at the centre of

the new untonism of the sermi-
skilled and un-skilled workers,
Her eftorts were acknowledged
when she came first in the poll
for the executive of the
Gasworkers {Imon.

On Christmas Day [R89 she
wrote (o her sister Laura
1 afargue:

“ .. For myv own poor part,
look vou, life scems to he
becormning one long strike, First
there wis the dock strike, No
sooner was that over than | was
summoned to Sivertown, and
lor ten mortal weeks | travelled
dady to that out-of-the-world
place: speaking cvery dav,often
twice a dayv. in all weathers in
the openair. 1 heganto hope for
peace  when loT the Gas Strike
begims .. L am o member of the
Cras Workers and General
Workers Union. and Secretary
of 0 Women's Branch which 1
started in Sthvertown, and that
takes up no cnd of time.

“How this strike will gooat s
ditficult tosay .. The blacklegs
in the works are getting very
unminigeable. 132 were
seriously burnt (through lack of
skill) in ome week - Things are
moving here at last, and though

the tmethods ditter from (hose
on the contiment, the movement
w none the less certain,”

Her optimism bad been
torged in 4 long apprenticeship:
through the inspiraton of her
father, and her research for
Capiial: i her long assaciation

with Engels:among the exiles ob

revolutionary Jurope: but most
ot @}l by the potential
demuonstriated by working-cluss
sirugple i the [R&UOs,

Her creative butl ulumately
destructive relationship wath
Fdwird Aveling is described
with clanty and sympathy by
Yvonne Kapp. Eleanor MarxCs
siiende i 1898 retlected more
than a lovers betraval, Kapp
shows how Fleanor’s despair

wias motlded hy the crushung of

her aptimism,
The workimeg-class advance

wis stemmed by the emplovers”

offensive ol the 1890s. Engels
died in [R%6 severing her
connection with her tather's

generation. That tragedy tor her

was retntoreed by her antipathy
for the increasingly crude

brackeis on the list).
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mnterpretations of MarxCs
writing tn Britain and
throughout Evrope.

Abhove all these volumes are
much more than hiography.
Thev bring to life the politick,
asprrations and set-backs of two
generations of socthists, the old
guard (post-1848Y of the 1860s
and [R70s and the new socialists
of the 18KOs and 1890s.

With the skill of a plavwripht
Yvonne Kapp weaves mto the
narrative the huse numhers of
charicters that tilled Eleanor’s
life. lrom the communards of
Paris to the voung {eaders who
organised the unskilled into
new unonism. She discussed
Shakespeare with Bernard ’
shaw, sexual politics with Olhve
Schremer and Havelock Elhs,
unemployment with William
Morris and internationalism
with Clara Zetkin.

wWithun her hife. cut shaort
though it was. she knew and
discussed with socialhists who
took part in Lthe revolutions ol
| K48 and were to take partin the

revolutions ol 1917 angd 1919,

In her own night Fleanor was
A talented activist, speaking up
and down the country on all
manner of socralist topics,
working as a journalist
especially on international
ssles, as an organiser in the
working class. and as a
pamphleteer. One pamphlet
that she wrote with Aveling.
Sheflev's Socialisim is currently
in print {(from The Journevman
Press),

But what this biography also.
and unwittingly. brings home,
as it reveals the connections and
the continuity of
revoelutionaries through the
nmngteenth century to the end of
the Ist World War. 1s that
revolutionary socialists today
are the chiidren of a missing
gencration.

The international defeat of
working class in the 19¥)s and
1940x broke the continuity.
These books can, however. help
us find our ronts. Yvonne Kapp
descrves all the praise she has
recerved with their publication.
Alaseair Harchett
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Capitalism s o world svstern governed by
competition. OF course. people ‘competed
hefore capitalism was invented. Feudal lards
competed 1o build the Targest castles, to
capture the largest number of serfs ar kil
the largest number of soldiers in other tordy’
armies. But that was just o small local attur,
and. 1or much ol the time. it left the seris
much as before. poorer but essentialiy the
SAITIL.

Capitalism s the first society organtsed
exclusively on the principle ol competition
hetween people. between hirms, bhebween
States and  between groups ot States, It
drives everyone. Far the capitalist, the drive
i not so that he or she can ¢at more. Most
capitialists recenve so omuch, they cannot
possihly spend their ncome on
cansumption & tilth car or a hfth house s
hardly worth the cftfort. The drive s 10
survive. Unless the capitabst contimuoally
reinsesis, hie s fiable (o be bankrupted.

The capitalist v not interested in whit
happens e what he produces. only in
whether he can sell it at a probf. Far the
protit determines whether e can then mvest
and whether he cansurvive agannst his rivals,
The drive Tor profit. not the drive to prodagy
poods which people need. s the central
principle. 1t s that which
Lranstarms our hves.

One dav, the revolutionary breakthrowgh
in the invention ol the steam locomonine,
Steel rwtlway hines spread out across the
country hke a web, smashmg therr way
throueh citics. plonghing acrass the helds,
tnneliing through mountains. Thousands
af peaple are pulled muo makimg trains.
Bulding lines and stations,

But searcely a litetime Literoitis the petro]
cnaine, the cir. which suddenly explodes.
Ihe mides of riglaavs, plattorms, tunnels,
hecome ghost towns. And then men and
women who manned them heconme redun-
dant. Now motorwiys gouge out the tields,
oil relineries tlare in the night. giant tankers
nase their way into ports, Thousands more.
soms and daughters of those who bl the
radlwavs, are suched mto o new industry
Onh ta tind o i Brinsh Teyvland  that
capitabsm  has mosved onon the teverish
search lor prodit,

[t does not natter what sort ol @ person
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perpetualiy

compete, cheat

CAPITALISM . .

the capitalist 1s. Perhaps he thinks he Is
himan. He reads poetry at the weekend and
falls in love, He wornies about the hungry.,
and is kindly to the old and sick. But in his
oftice. he has tew chowees. He mans g
machine that consumes people. and af he
does not consume people as ruthlessly as his
rivils. he also will end up redundant. The
machine must constantly be rebutlt, wages
constantly reduced as a share of the costs.
And if peaple starve, there 15 not time to
think of it

The capitalist is not Just one man or
woman. [tois also the state. Indeed, 1o0day
only the state makes it possible tor the
individual — capitalist to survive. The
cmplover cannot lower wages on his own
he needs the state to introduce an meomes
pahicy or a wage freeze. And the state needs
1o do so o cut the prices of Hs exports  to
defeat 118 nivads, other stakes,

In the past companies hired private armies
to heat up their rivaly and to Irighten
workers anto accepting the dicrates ot
competition.  States  hive  alwidys meant
armies and policemen to do the sume thing.
War is the ‘mast advanced” lorm of competi-
tiotl, Neither the capitahists nor therr state
are willing to wait to see it the market will
tavour them. All of them are into cheating to
make sure they win and i they ook hke
loxing, then pure physical foree will be wsed.

in the 1820« Lancashire midlowners did
not wiit 1o see it Indian weavers would be
bankrupted by Brtsh competitton: they
hired thuoes to cut ofl the hands of the
weavers, Ceneral Motors did not wait to see
whcther the car would defeat tramways in
l.os Angeles: they brought up the tramways
and tore up the lines. Rich farmers don't wait
tor prices to {allin a bumper harvest  they
burn the wheat or plough in the cabbages to
make an artificiil scarcity.

If people starve. that is Just a regrettable
necessity.  Full  granaries  and  empty
ctomiachs alwavs o together in capitalism.
For the starving have only their need  they
dJon't have the money to buy. the money to
enstire the  profit, Without prolit, the

capitalist alwavs tinds it cheaper to destroy
what his workers have made. Wheat 15 not
grown to by calen by the hungryviat s grown
solelv to be sald,

But capitalism is not simply the sacritice of
needs to profits. of workers to capttalists. 1t
breeds u culture that soaks into every pore of
society. It drills into every head the percep-
tion that the survival of each one of us
depends on defeating every one ¢lse. [t vou
can't overtake them. at legst push them down
till they drown. |

The compctition imevitably generates
nattonalism  let  us  all  rejoice when
loreigners starve: (1t breeds raciahism: the
only good Indian is a dead Indian. Competi-
tion divides us all ito separate competitive
units  so that profits remain king. Each
individual is driven every day to calculate his
or her saleable potential. For how much can
| sell myselt, how much as | worth in cold
pounds or doliars or yen?

And then the market savs: "Nothing! You
dre worthless —-too old or too young or toa
stupid or too clever or too ugly or too
beautitul™. [n the logic of competition, the
unemployed  face despalr and  suicide,
rernoving themselves from a market for
which. in any case. they do not exist,

The logic ot the market, however. cannot
conquer all. Capitalism can survive only
insotar as competition continues to expand
the whole system. Then 1t can buy peopie’s
taleriance if not their love. But a system of
production {or exchange, for protit, not use,
can n no way guarantee infinite expansion.
On the contrary, il guarantees slump.

Just as the cabbages are ploughed in, so
now people are thrown n the scrap heap.
The cthies of capialism —you can win if you
fight hard—now return to fight capitalism.
Surivival for the majority means they must
unite. All the competitive squabbles on the
shop floor have to be overcome for the shap
to tight. Unity is forced on the squabbles by
the logic of capitalism itseif -—unite or die
separately.,

But it is not now simply unity of the shop,
not between shops. nor between workplaces.
Unity between the peoples of differemt
States, all gnpped in a single wortd capitalist
svsterm. is the necessity,

- Capitalistm can be destroyed but not in one
factory or one country. A change 1n one
factory or country does not congquer ¢om-
petition. 1t s a small temporary step
a vital step forward. but only one 'step.
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