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February 2 staﬂ for strike

SUPPORT THE
HUNGER

STRIKERS

*POLITICAL STATUS NOW!
*TROOPS OUT OF IRELAND!
Sunday December 7 at 1.00 pm.

Assemble Speakers Corner

CUTS: LAMBETH CALL

T0 ACTION

Once again Lambeth has
emerged in the forefront of
the fight to bring a halt to
the Thatcher offensive on
our public services.

A steering committee set up
from a 700-strong delegate con-
ference held in November has
issued a call for massive strike
action in February.

Already direct labour and
AUEW members in Lambeth
have pledged to support the call
for ‘“a minimum two weeks’
strike from February 2’°. The
calt has been backed by
Lambeth TGWU stewards.

Their stand marks a refresh-
ing contrast with that of union
leaders like Alan Fisher, and
that of Labour MPs and most
Labour councillors, who have
done nothing whatever to resist
the Tory cuts.

The present Lambeth initia-
tive began when the Labour
council took the lead in conven-
ing a conference to discuss the
way forward in the fight to
defend local government
services against the cuts.

700 delegates from - trade
unions, Labour councils and
constituency Labour Parties

~attended and voted overwhelm-

ingly to campaign for:

*No cuts in jobs or services.

*No rate or rent rises to
compensate for cuts.

*Reversal of decisions to sell
council houses or housing land.

*Removal of Labour
councillors who carry out Tory
cuts.

*All-out strike action and
occupations as soon as any

Labour council faces receivers
or commissioners or 1is sur-

charged for refusing to imple-

ment cuts. Occupation and sup-
porting strikes to defend facili-
ties threatened by the cuts.

Debt charges

*A call for support to public
sector unions from industrial
and private sector trade union-
ists.

*Cancellation of council
debt charges, the opening of the
books of local councils to
expose the profiteering of banks
and private contractors, and the
nationalisation of supply indus-
tries without compensation
under workers’ control.

*The TUC to ‘“‘prepare a
plan for a general strike in pro-
tection - of working class
interests and living standards”.

The steering committee elec-
ted from the conference has
now met. It has fixed a recall
conference for January 17 —and
urged maximum labour move-
ment support.

And it has called on trade
unionists and Labour
councillors across the country
to support the call for a 2-week
strike from February 2.

This is the most developed
call yet for action to stop the
cuts. It must be fully supported
by socialists throughout the
labour movement. Union leaders
must be forced to give it active
support.

*All out February 2!

*Stop the cuts; bring down
the Tories!

*Defend all
services!

jobs and

MARCH
AGAINST
THATCHER

BRING DOWN THE TORIES THIS WINTER !

The police and the mass
media may have created
some confusion as to the
precise number who joined
the Labour Party’s
mammoth Liverpool march
against unemployment last
Saturday.

No worker who. was there
could have counted accurately.
There may have been as many as
150,000 in the vast tide that
streamed from Sefton Park to
the Pier Head.

But what was unmistakeable
was the mass hostility that has
developed to this Tory govern-
ment,

In a week in which the
Chancellor Sir Geoffrey Howe
had snatched £1 per week from
most workers’ pay packets,
announced new local govern-
ment cuts, robbed the old age
pensioners, and sentenced at
least another 100,000 workers
to prolonged unemployment,
militancy was running high.

Labour’s new leader Michael
Foot was clever enough to play
along with the mood.

His call was in fact the same
as Callaghan’s—wait until the
next election.

Flamboyant

But he wrapped it up in a
long, flamboyant sentence that
almost suggested Foot favours
action to bring the Tories down!

Not so Alan Fisher, the
NUPE leader who has done
more :han most to allow
Thatcher to destroy health and
social services.

He called openly for a
“General Election”—only to be
met by loud calls from the
crowd for a General Strike!

Labour Party Young Social-
ists speaker Tony Saunois, how-
ever, drew applause when he
called for the unions to use their
“full industrial clout to force
this government out”.

This is the key issue now
facing the working class.

Thatcher’s gang may be irri-
tated by protest marches—but
they will not change course

because of a few windy speeches

by labour bureaucrats.

The only way to stop this
Tory government is to bring it
down. The Liverpool march
confirms that 100,000 workers

are ready to fight: but that their

Youth march against Tories

leaders are far from ready to
lead.

Now is the time to build a
new, revolutionary leadership in
the workers’ movement to
defend hard-won rights and
living standards and carry
through a real struggle for
socialism.

'Join us in this task!
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— lNTERNATIONAL
Reagan

The Reagan victory has
had an immediate and far-
reaching impact in Central
America where the forces of
capital and reaction have
initiated a major counter-
offensive. |

The first indication ot the
long-awaited backlash came 1n
Nicaragua  when ex-funta
member Alfonso .Robelo took
nis bourgeois MDN party out of
the Sandinista-dominated
Council of State.

with

Robelo and his fellow capit-

alists protested against  tne
“vrowing threat of commun-
ism”, The initial tactor 1a their
break from tenuous cooperatioin
witih the Sandinistas was the
government’s refusal to  call
.elcctlons -

However, the crisis du,pt,md

with the shooting of the leader
of the private enterprise federa-
‘tion—-COSEP in
FSLN security personnel.

a clash with

The liberal press claims that

this was nothing less than an
execution in cold blood and was
quick to invoke the memory of
Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, the
editor of thc liberal bourgceols
daily La Prensa, whosc killing
marked a critical stage in the

“Polish strikers challenge
olice state powers

the
bureaucrats in
Moscow, East Berlin and
Prague are growing increas-
ingly agitated by events in
Poland.

Small wonder

Stalinist

week s tasgatened
strike 1n the Waraw
centred not on IR
largely economic demands or
previous mass struggjes 10
Poland ; nor was 1t focussed sim-
ply on the demand for inde-
pendent trade unions.

Rather it focussed on curb-
ing the repressive police state
apparatus—on which the lavish
privileges enjoyed by bureau-
crats in Poland and in all of the

Last
general
region

deformed workers’ states
depend. |

. The strike was called to
secure the release of two

supporters of Solidarity, the
new mass trade union formed
after this summer’s strikes.
They had been accused of
leaking and duplicating an
embarrassing document on the
dissident movement which had
been produced by the Prosecu-
tor-General’s office.

Investigation

The strikers were demand-
ing not only the release of the
two militants arrested by state
security police, but a fuli-scale
investigation of the whole
apparatus of internal repression.

Faced with the threat of
another round of runaway strike
action, the Polish bureaucrats

-

agreed to special consultations

Solidatity leaders . to
discuss union demands for:

*A cut in the budget of the

Internal Affairs Ministry.
*A  joint Parliamentary
inquiry into the legality of the

methods used by the police, the

-~
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April rally in Nicamgua against Alfonso Robelo when he resigned from ruling junta

escalation of the struggleagainst
“the Somoza dictatorship.

The facts ot the killing arc
by no means clcar but

public prosecutor and the
internal security service.

*The bringing to trial of
those responsible for the deaths
of workers in the 1970 strikes
and tor the ill-treatment of
workers arrested in the 1976
STUsTies.

*Tie ralease oi the wwo
arrested *11]_1 318,

The final polwnt was asreed
and impiemented last Thrursday.
Tius in 1iseil 18 a nuge ratraat
by the swate. Alrzady Solidzrity
leaders have said nat Ry wild
now publish any and avery sate
document they obtain.

Weakening

But to concede the other
demands in full would be to
open the way to an even more
dramatic weakening of the
police state-apparatus in Poland.

The third point, for instance,
would call into question the
very survival of Communist
Party leader Stanislaw Kania,
who, as head of Internal
Security in 1976, was the man

principally responsible for the

repression!

The fact that such pohtxcally
charged demands are now at the
centre of mass struggle in
Poland is a dire warning to
Stalinist bureaucrats throughout
Eastern Europe.

At first the issue appeared
only as 12th in a list of 21
demands raised by the Gdansk
strikers. They demanded an end
to the privileges enjoyed by the
security police and Communist
Party bureaucrats. '~

Such privileges include high

- pay, access to scarce goods, and

speaal holidays in  State
Security rest homes at select
resorts. ~. \
These material privileges of
the ruling Stalinist bureaucracy,

it is.

evident that in recent weeks the
Sandinista regime has come
under increasing pressure, much
of it far from ‘lewal’

unlike the, profits reaped by the
capitalist class in the West, are
not the natural outcome of a
system based on private owner-
ship of banks, factories and
means of production.

They are the result of
bureaucratic manipulation of an
economy that rests upon nation-
alised industries and centralised
planning.

The Stalinist chiets’ only
suarantee that they can retain
the wealth thev have creamed
oft for themselves is their ability
:n:o.i =1 polbice and military

3:55510’1 10 contain Lhe anger
and miitancy of e workiag
class and thus prese:'w el by
own political power.

If the enormously costly and
extensive police and spy net-
work were to be weakened, and
the privileges of such parasites
stripped away, the prospect of
Polish workers organising to
take state power into their own
hands bécomes increasingly real.

And if workers were to oust
their - bureaucratic rulers In
Poland, their example would
swiftly be followed elsewhere.

This is why, even as the
weakened Polish bureaucrats

seek once again through con-
cessions to hold off the moment

of confrontation with the work-
ing class, their fellow bureau-
crats in the USSR and Eastern
Europe are preparing the ground
for firm military action to beat

back the Polish workers.

The Soviet newspaper Pravda

has lent its backing to a hardline

article by the Czech Stalinist
leaders likening the situation in
Poland today to that in Czecho-
slovakia prior to the Russian
invasion in 1968.

And East German bureau-
crats, even more pugnacious in
their stand than their Czech
colleagues, have

attacks on Solidarity leader

published

The regroupinent = of
Somocistas 1n Honduras has
continued despite the death of
therr nominal leader. There have

Lech Walesa accusing him of
having links with Italian fascists.
Walesa, claims the East
German daily Neues Deutsch-
land, is an anti<<ommunist who
feels closer to West Germany
than the Polish government.

Yet in the present escalation
of struggle Walesa and West
Germany may both turn out to
be very useful allies for the
Stalinists in their struggle for
control.

Walesa was at the forefront
of efforts to contain the struggle
for the release of the jailed
Solidarity militants. and pressed
for an immediate return to
WworK. warning of army inter-
vention. His links with the
Catholic Church have brought
him to play the role of “moder-
ate’’ within the Solidarity move-
ment.

Meanwhile West Germany

N

victory spurs offensive

OF SALVADOR

By Don Flint

been an increasing number of
armed incursions, with literacy

‘brigade members being killed

and several abortive attempts at
insurrection in the east of the
country where the population is
sparse, politically distanced
from the FSLN and largely of
different ethnic stock to the

- most densely populated west.

At the same time pressure
from Honduras, in terms of
“border incidents”, reflects the
very great build up of the
Honduran military by the US
siice the early summer.

The State Department has
encouraged local dictator
General Policarpo Paz to set
aside in practice this years
elections which saw a supposed
victory to the bourgeois
opposition and the return to
“constitutional government”.

Paz remains president and
has made sure that he retains

“tight control over Lis territory

which has now becime a vital
strategic  enclave  for the
imperialists, since it borders on
both Nlcaragua and El Salvador.

It is no coincidence that the
Hondurans and the Salvadorean
junta have rapidly patched up
their  eleven-year diplomatic
quarrel and border dispute in
the last month.

along  with other
Market countries, seems likely
to offer cut-price food supplies
from the massive EEC butter
and grain mountains in an effort
to stabilise Kania’s tottermg
Stalinist regime.

A meeting of EEC heads of
state seems likely to offer
butter, cereals and beef to the
Polish bureaucrats to ease the
chronic food shortages—and to
offer them on cheap long term
credit that will minimise the
burden on the chaoti¢ Polish
economy.

The last

the political overthrow of the
Polish bureaucracy: nor are they
keen to allow a situation in
which Soviet and East German
troops intervene in an attempt
to crush the Polish workers’
movement. .

Walesa wzth deputy przme mmzster Jagzelskz

- victory "has had the

Common

q thing Europe’s
capitalist rulers wish to see is
the working class carry through

- With ,the/ border area free of

™~ neutral troops and direct
control re-established, the Salva-
* dorean  guerrillas’ will be

deprived of a critical refuge.

We can now expect to see
even tighter cooperation
between the armies in the
frontier region to wipe out
insurrectionaries. ‘
- It is, of course, in El
Salvador itself that the Reagan
greatest
impact and is likely to impose
the most far-reaching
consequences,

. Last week’s abduction and

“assassination of the leadership

of the main opposition group-
ing, the FDR, by a right wing
terror squad of over 200 men
marks a major stage in the
struggle. |

Condoned

There can be no doubt what-
soever that the junta knew of,
condoned and, in all probabil-
ity , participated in this action.

Among those Kkilled were
Juan Chacon of the Bloque
Revolucionario Popular,
Enrique  Alvarez Cordoba
(leader of the FDR), Manuel
Franco of the Communist Party,
Enrique Barrera of the Social

. Democratic MNR and Doroteo

Hernandez, leader of the slum-
dwellers’ umon affiliated to the
LP-28. |

These assassinations have
removed the central figures in
the opposition at a time wien it
was believed that it might be
possible to avert an all-out
insurrection.

This, at least, was the view
of the unpenahst press which,
yet again, will have to come up
with another set of glib explana-
tions as to why in their view El
Salvador is not really in the
depths of a civil 'war, why 9,000
dead this year is only the sorry
by-product of a  ‘reformist’
regime and why respectable
bourgeois lawyers are now being
gunned down and dismembered
alongside peasants and workers.

It is worth noting that
Alvarez served as a minister of
the Junta until this January!

The signs are only too clear—
the Salvadorean right is escala-
ting its campaign for the annihil-
ation of the left by whatever
means necessary.

- At the same time there is
evidence that the Reagan admin-

- istration will countenance rapid

and direct intervention should
the left respond to its setbacks
with an uprising.

Repercussions

Reagan’s Latin American
advisor Roger Fontaine has
made it abundantly clear that
“this is an option™, although

Guatemalan, Honduran and
“other” troops (presumably
Argentinian, Chilean and

Bolivian) would probably be
sent in before the US Rapid
Deployment Force so as to
avoid unnecessary diplomatic
repercussions for US imperial-
ism.

The Salvadorean left is in a
strategic impasse. Following the
general strike of August the
strategy of ‘Prolonged People’s
War’ has failed to escalate
popular and military strength to
the point where the guerrillas
can move with confidence to an
all-out assaulit for state power.

While they have inflicted
heavy losses on the army and
police in the outlying provinces,
many populous sectors remain
vulnerable to repression and
right wing terror—the killing of
opposition leaders makes this
only too clear. |

The Salvadorean revolutlon
is at a cross-roads: and with it
the future of all Central
America stands in the balance
as the imperialists muster - their
forces for a major countes-
revolutionary offensive. |
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‘The extreme political

instability of West Africa

was highlighted in the last
‘two weeks by major devel-
opments in the chronic and
bloody civil war in Chad
[(including the arrival of
large numbers of Libyan
.'tr00ps) and by two coups—

one in the former French

colony of Upper Volta and

‘the other in the tiny ex-

Portuguese state of Guinea-
~Bissau.

The pohtlcal instability of
- the area is to a great extent the
effect of its extreme poverty.
Chad, Upper Volta and Guinea-
Bissau are all estimated to have
a level of national income per
- head little more than $100 a
yoar. _ :
~ As in a number of other
countries in West Africa, this

‘has been going down and not up |
in recent years, partly as a result -

of a sustained drought and
resulting harvest failures.
Famine

Countries, whose economy
- remains overwhelmingly agri-
cultural have  been suffering

widespread famine and have

been forced to import a large
proportion even of their most
basic foods.

. It was the imminent social .

‘crisis caused by a rice shortage
which according to most reports
played a large role in the timing
. of the November 14 coup in
Guinea Bissau, a country in
which for years armed soldiers
have as a matter of course been

placed outside bakeries and rice

distribution centres. .~
"The overthrown President
was. Luis Cabral, brother of the

renowned leader of the long and

bitter fight against Portuguese
colonialism, Amilcar Cabral.
- Amilcar Cabral was one of

the most radical of Africa’s

-anti-colonial leaders and during
the long war against the Portu-
guese army his party the African
- Party for the Independence of

Available, price 45p including postage from
WSL, BM Box 5277, London WCIN 3XX'

Vieira |

Guinea-Bissau and _the Cape
Verde Islands (PAIGC) condyc-
ted a number of important

experiments in social reform in

the liberated areas. -
Amilcar ' Cabral was
murdered  before independence

was won and after the liberation
- in 1974 his brother Luis became

leader of Guinea-Bissau and
Aristides Pereira pres:dent of
the Cape Verde Islands and
secretary general of the PAIGC.

N persuade‘

Two countries were there-
fore nominally ruled by a single
political party; and it was the
PAICG’s policy to unite the
two countries.

- In fact, however, very few
moves towards unification were
ever taken and instead the party
in both countries declined as a
mass political . organisation,
became increasingly separated

 from the masses, and develop-

ed growing rivalries between the

Tories’ 'H’
~ lie-she

 Along with the hohday
brochures plopping through
the letter boxes advertising
the benefits of a winter
holiday - in Bermuda may
well come one from a less
welldiked resort.

‘The British Army through

the Northern Ireland Office— |

has made a determined bid to

- put the H Blocks on the tourist

map with a brochure grotesque-
ly entitled
Reality’.

Complete with colour
pictures, diagrammes and quotes
from the Tory press, it is the
Northern Ireland Office’s propa-
ganda answer to the republican
blanket protest.,

It was rushed out as the
hunger = sttikes began, to
 bourgeois - - liberal
opinion in Europe and America

that the army and the H Block.

jailers are just ‘nice mrsunder-
stood people.
~ An mtroductory artrcle——

~complete with an uninspired

picture of ‘a corridor on a wing
ofan H Block’—sets the tone for
the ‘balanced’ view of the H
" Blocks.

. *The fact is - that the

prisoners have imposed the con-

ditions upon themselves. It is
they who have chosen to create

squalor. They who have chosen

" to den

‘H-Blocks: = The

PAIGC Congress 1977

two national party bureaucra-
cies. -
In ' Guinea-Bissau, however
there was one partlcular feature
of the separation of the party
leadership from the masses—the
fact that many of the leaders
were racially not Africans but
‘Mestizos’  (people: of mixed
black and white racial origin),

~some of them originally Cape
‘Verde Islanders like the Cabral

brothers. ‘
Not that thls .racial differ-

ence explained the growth of
the separation, since during the

independence struggle the same

leaders gained general mass

support. _
Rather the racial difference

"~ may have come to be linked by

many of the black African

working masses with the privil-

eges which the leadership of the
PAIGC has come to gran‘t- itself.
- While workers had to stand
hopelessly in food queues, their

leaders would pass them in

chauffeur-driven saloon cars.
* The cars, like much else in

- Guinea-Bissau ‘in recent years,
‘came from Sweden—gifts from a
Swedish government which in

Guinea-Bissau’ perhaps found its
first neo-colony.

~While . other African
countries “are ruled by that

famous ethnic grouping the

Wabenzi (those with Mercedes

cars) Gumea-Brssau became a'

y U

the use of extensrve
facrlltres and privileges which

- the majority of the Maze‘
prisoners have been enjoylng |

And why have the prisoners
“chosen’ to live in this way?
Why .t is as “part and parcel of
the overall terrorist activities of .

~the Provisional IRA™!

Nevertheless, despite this
provocation,  the  humane
officials of the prison service
patiently continue to provide
their own version of tender
loving care.

“*“Indep endent observers
(who? ‘{oy \rlason") have accep-

ted that it is administered in

‘humanitarian fashion. This will

~continue despite efforts by the-

protestors - to frustrate and
disrupt the smooth running  of
the prison.”

(So tnat’s what it is all

about!) |
~ Even those pnsoners not-_
on the protest are grist for the

mill. We are told that these are
the rules *‘with which.the over-

-whelming majority of prisoners

in No:thern Jreland s pnsons

comply.”
Other headings speak for

| themselves. “The facts and the

fantasy” . . . ““The European

- Court of Human Rights” . .
. “H Blocks, what they offer” ..

and “Humane policy™.

There i1s a plcture of men in

. although

Ennco Alvares looks at the recent developments'
in West Afrlca

*Volvocracy’.

The scant reports from a

country which most of the
world’s press ignores, suggest

that the new rulers, led by the

black African former military -
leader of the anti-colonial war
Major Joao Bernardo Vieira,
have made use both of - the racial
background and the privileges of
their predecessors. .

The new junta seized power
in the name of opposing the
union between Bissau and Cape
Verde (surely a'euphemistic way

-of exploiting racial feeling); and
‘they -—speak of the need to
remedy the -corruption of the
previous regime,

| Most aspects of that corrup-

tion still remain very little

known because of the state.

monopoly of the press and the
prévention by thie PAIGC of any

‘serious mass political involve-

ment after independence.
. But the new government
says that, in addition to the
economic privileges of the
rulers, Luis Cabral’s regime had
massacred up to 500 of its
opponents who have been found:
in mass graves. = |
But, however much the new
government tries to isolate itself

from its. predecessor it will be o
hard for 1t to escape 1omt res-

ponsrblhty X
~ Of the new government of
twelve members no .less than

“baggy shorts 'playing footba]l_.

The. text cunningly points out

that the prisoners-are generously .
allowed to wear’ sports clothes
during sport—suggesting no

doubt that here at least there
should be no complaints _about
prison uniform. -

But of course such conces-

sions by these humane men are °
‘wasted on these prisoners. After-
all, do we not learn, in a pene-

tratln fifty word analysrs of
what the dirty protest is, that
the beasts have “DEFACED
religious magazines and bibles™?

BN

_Juotes |

The booklet closes with
quotes from the press reflecting

a ‘“‘wide range” of opinion (The

‘Sun, the Newsletter, the Belfast

Telegraph and the Sunday
Times).

. Given that the clergy have
been flocking to echo the senti-

ments of this slim pamphlet,

“there will no doubt be a second

edition out soon. ~
In the meantime it is a good
thing that there is no cover price
on the first edition. |
- Somehow it misses "the
elements of a Dbest seller,
it would stand more
chance on the fiction list than as

" -a documentary.

eleven retain the sa.me minister-
ial responsrbrhty wmch they had

‘in the previous one! |
| They have enjoyed the same
~ privileges as the deposed leaders.
- And if" there were massacres,

how is it they, too, were not
aware of them?

It is hard therefore to credlt |
the reforming intentions of the .
‘which remains

new . regime
except for its top two or three
figures the' same as the old

regime. And Vieira has certainly
said nothing about any plans for .
any real democratlsatlon of the

country,
But if the regime chan es

nothing internally it looks,as

though it may mark a significant

shift in the international align-

ment.of Bissau.

Immediately after mdepen-'

.dence Guinea-Bissau was expec-
ted. to follow a cautious pro-
Soviet line in foreign policy.

In fact its dependence on aid

ffom the western imperialists,
and the energetic offers of aid
-and technical assistance from

Sweden, meant that the Cabral
regime was surpnsmgly pro-
Western, -

vaed-en

The deposed leaders were

~very closely connected with

Sweden—one of them, Planning

Minister Vasco Cabral (no rela-
granted .
political as {hum by Sweden and

| e Swedlsh embassy

tion) has in fact been

is now in

- in Bissau, |
- Also the coup comcrded
with the arrival in Bissau of a.

large. contingent of advisors

| from the Soviet Union. -
Significantly, - the first :
country . to recogmse the .new

regime was neighbouring Guinea
(Conakry) led by the still rela-
tively pro-Saviet Sekou Toure.
Several of Toure’s pohtlca.l
opponents had been ' given
asylum in Bissau by Luis Cabral.
“The  coup may therefore
mark a realignment in West
Africa as well as more inter-

'natlonally with a renewal of the |
between

old = cooperation-
Conakry and the PAIGC which
ended after the war of indepen-
dence.

But it 'looks .doubtful in the

extreme that it: will represent-

any realignment for the inhabi-

tants of the couhtry who con-
~ tinue, after their heroic struggle

agamst the barbarities of Portu-
guese colonialism, to be the

victims..of repress:on misery

and hunger.

There are only about one

million people living in Guinea

Bissau. In the years leading to

the Portuguese revolution of

‘April 1974 ‘their actions played

a major progressive role in world

history as their brave fight pro-

gressively. demorahsed Salazar’s
army.
"~ The coup hi

they still are from winning what

- they were fighting for in that

‘struggle and how they now
need to take up a new fight

against new forms of oppression
and pnvﬂege

) -

ghlights how far

o — *
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| So much for democracyl
But it underlines the pomt
Socialist Press has stressed time
and again: the only way to bring
-about a government to defend
" the working class is through
mass working class action to
bring down Thatcher, drive out
Labour s right wing, and press

‘~.

Perhaps you'’ve been
waiting patiently, like the
Labour and trade union
leaders, for the 1984
'\General Election as your
chance to. settle accounts
wrth Thatcher" |

At that rate we .w.ou'ld never
see the -back of this bossas’
'%ov_ernment! A Bill has already

een published that would allow
‘the Tories to proceed with this through the fight for SOClahSto

fiddle as qurckly as possible. policies.
After all, it’s the only way _

they could hope to win agarn

Not so fast! The Tories are
‘all set to rush through new -
gerrymandering legislation that
would redraw electoral boun-
daries and give Thatcher an
estimated 30 extra safe Tory
- seats in Parliament at the next
electlon'

. e
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“Urrless there is a change

of course, there could be a
~ depression that would make

the great crash of 1929 look

like a ‘techmcal correctlon-

b S 5

of the market’.

So said Tory MP Geoffrey
Rippon in Parltament a few
days ago. But he was already
behind thc times. Tne depres-

sion unleashed by Thatcher in -

1980 is already greater tnan that
of 1929-31!

The latest CBI survey pub- -
- Monday’s

“lished in last
Financial Times shows that out-
put is expected to fall this year
by no less than 9.3%, followed
by a further catastropluc 4. 7%

next year. o

This gives a total fall in out-
put of 14% in two years -well
above the drop of only 11% in
1929-31, and far greater in
real terms, given the overall
increases 1in indystrial output
that have taken place since the
1930s. -

Tiis parade of closures and

cutbacks takes place at a time
of growing poverty not only.

in Britain but even more so in
the underdeveloped - economies
of Africa, Asia and Latin
America.

Capitalism is now shuttmg |

up shop becayse its own exploi-

tation has left a majority of the

world’s population too poor to
buy even the bare necessities of
life at a price which will offer
the employers a profit.

But the fall in. sales, the
growth of unemployment and
the policies of the Thnatcher

~ government, are themselves now .© |

acting "as a further powerful
squeeze on industrial profits. -

Competition between. rival
firms for a share of a dwindling
market means that there is a
pressure on every manufacturer
to hold down or even cut prices.

While Thatcher has rushed to

hail this situation as the begin-
ning of a fall in inflation, few
big employers see the situation

through the same blue-tinted

blinkers. |
The ,CBI report shows that

15% of the 1,800 companies

surveyed are. planning to cuf
their prices in the next four

months.
- Only 26%. of firms expected

to increase their prices in the

next period. At a time when
inflation is still .at 15% such
measures are a sign of despera-
tlon |

They mean'_"that more and
more firms are being driven to

‘the very edge of bankruptcy in

~ Mmzs:ter for Closures Joseph
~readers,  in

manufacturing
mdustry particularly metal
manuiacturmg ‘

“profit margins are bemg‘

squeezed, and, in a growing

“number of cases eliminated.”

" But as long as the capitalist
system remains intact, profit

will remain the only motive

for' production. ‘When profit

working class—and thus to’

challenge the continued exist-

ence of capitalism, and point to

the need for a planned, socialist
economy—can stop the runaway
Tory steamroller crushing still

- more ]obs and whole 1ndustr1es
. —increasing mass = poverty in

Britain and on-a world scale in

defence of the riches of a hand-
) ful of employers.

Mass action |

That is why mass action is

- vital now to resist each and
every redundancy and closure,

by occupying threatened fac-
tories, and fighting tooth and

nail for supportmg strike and

blacking action.
The demands must be:

*No redundancies ‘“volun-

tary or compulsory!
*For work sharing for the

‘whole workforce wrthout loss of

puy!
*Open ‘the boaks of the

| employers—~expose the profits

made by suppliers, ‘‘subsidiar-
s”, distributors and banks!
*Brrng down the Tories!

Pemand a workers’ sovernment

Va nishing
~women
worke rs

In just three .monthsn—
July-September 1980,
350,000 jobs dlsappeared in
the UK

ThKis was a marked increase
in the speed of redundancies.

‘No more than 400,000 jobs had
‘been lost in the preceedmg 12

months. Thus nearly a year's
total job loss took place in only
three ~months. 'And more
sackings are still -~ being
announced every day. |

In the last recession in the
mid 1970s, only 250 000 jobs
disappeared in two years. So far
Thatcher has disposed of three

times that figure!

But hardest. hit in this
decline in employment .are
women workers. They are
heavily dependent upon indus-
tries where the biggest cutbacks
have taken place; they are gener-
ally the first to be made redun-
dant; and they are often in
unorganised, insecure part-time
jobs. - |
Nor are married women elig-
ible for unemployment benefits.
Once out of work many women

therefore do not bother to sign

on as unemployed, and con-

__________ the cut-throat struggle for sales. ~ dries up, factories close and  that will nationalise industry | veniently “vapish” ° from
_, This struggle is the inevitable  workers are thrown onto the and banks without compensa- | statistics. | |
\ outcome of an unplanned anar-  dole queues. It 1is happenmg all  tion under workers management | o
chic capitalist economy. around us. . as the basis of a planned, social- | ‘Dlsappeared’

If there is one partrcular
Tory who has succeeded in

f' gettm ’%1 everyone’s nose
it is Michael (Millionaire)

Heseltine.

As Environment SeC'retary,

" this ‘walking Brylcreem advert
“has presided over draconian cuts

in local government—bringing
council housing to a complete
standstill, flogging off existing
council houses raising home
help charges closing down
social services and raising rent
-and rates. His latest scheme 13 a

£3 per week rent increase for

councﬂ tenants.

‘But as a would-be whizz- ]
kid, brmg_mg in complicated”

»seltine-

Thatcher

bundlés of new legislation on
housing and local government,

Heseltine has proved a miserable

and embarrassing failure.

Intervene

Even the Tory-dommated |

House of Lords has been forced
to intervene to prevent some of
his proposed attacks on school

transport in rural areas—and
there are ungainly chunks of

left-over - Heseltine legislation
still outstandmg on a range of

: issues.

Now he has even managed

to enrage the tweedy ‘‘shire

Tories’” who run the 333-strong
,Assocratron of District Councils.

N\

As the Financial Times

points out to its business

Programme (a ‘STEP’ onto :the
dole queues) with the Com-

people in . James Prior’s
extended = farcical ‘Youth

Opportunities Programme’

and his other schemes to

disguise the level of unem-

ployment. |
But there are still no real

jobs for the young workers

who' are eventually spewed out

~at the end of these “work

experience’and other plans.
Indeed there is not even any

pay for many of them. The

Tories have replaced the Special
Temporary Employment

Heseltine had promised that

his “‘new . broom” would not

bring big changes in the amount

~of government grant which the
district councils will 'receive_

next year.

But the blonde bungler has

failed to find a scheme to
protect the rural councils while
at the same time implementing
his hugely complex new block
grant system of rate support.

o
Not amused
As a result, Mr lan

McCallum, leader of the ADC
(which covers , more than 30

- million people) has loudly com-

There is to be ‘work’
. made available to tens of

.thousands = more young

-unemployed

| plalned

Only a frght to defend the
independent interests of the

munity Enterprise Programme.
This will recruit a few staff

whose job* will be to enlist
workers  into
unpaid, “voluntary”™ part-time

work!

. But considerate Tories are at

least proposing to the Social

Security = Advisory Committee
that they kindly allow unem-

ployed workers to do such
- *voluntary”

work ' without
docking their benefits!
Meanwhile,  Prior  has
announced a rejigging of the
scheme which is currently keep-

ing several thousand workers off -

the unemployment statistics.

to the government
demanding  Heseltine’s new
scheme be deferred.

Maggie is reportedly not

amused. . And Heseltine’s
Cabinet cdlleagues are sick and
tired of his half-baked efforts at

legislation. They have refused.
him any time for more laws in

| thls parliamentary session. |
- But there is little comfort

in this for workers. If Heseltine
is hated by fellow. Tories it is
because he is clumsy and inef-
ficient at carrying through the
cuts.

. We need not to swap one
- Tory for another, but to drive
‘the whole gang out of office!

|obs|

The Temporary Short Trme-- |

ist economy'!

Workrng Compensation Scheme

“is to be maintained—despite its
spiralling’ costs. The idea is to

pay employers to keep workers
on short time rather than sack
them. Now firms can apply for
such subsidies for nine months

-rather than the previous six.

But Prior is cutting the level
of the subsidy - from 75% of
daily earnings to 30%. This
means either more sacklngs—or
anything up to a 25% wage cut
for the workers now covered by
the scheme at the end of thelr
first six months—followed by
redundancy three months later.

Every Tory “silver lining”
comes with its own wrap-around
cloud!

- This can be seen by compar-
ing the employment and .unem-
ployment figures. - While
350,000 jobs ceased to exist,
the - official wnemployment
figure went up by oniy 250,000
—leaving 100,000 unaccounted
for. | - S
In the last twelve months
this' figure of ‘disappeared
workers has reached 225 000.

It is true that in some cases
older male workers have taken
early retirement, having been

: made redundant. -

In other cases workers may
have found ‘cash-in-hand’ jobs

in the so-<called ”black" econ-

omy. .
But the majorlty are lrkely
to be married women who have
been excluded from the work-

force—driven back to an exist-

ence as ‘housewife’ in the isol-
ation of the home.' |

*Small wonder so few
working class women can hear
the name ‘Thatcher ‘without
becommg angry B

/ |

.Moneyb'aésHeseltiﬁe'A(right) “
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Party leadership
| swinging back and forth in
the last two weeks.

A few gunslingers - have
emerged, seeking a shoot-out
with the party’s rank and file:
while in has gone one shoe-
shiner seeking to polish Michael
Foot’s plaster cast.

. First out was ‘Gang of
| Three’ reactionary David Owen.
t He declared that he is standing
l down from the Shadow Cabinet
| so as to give himself greater free-

dom to attack the party policies
adopted at this - year’s
conference.

He was, he said, “very fond”
of Mr Foot.

And he had a few kind
words for Tony Benn, who, he
admitted, @ had
*“invigorate British politics™.

But as Owen opened fire in

the street outside the Shadow’

‘Cabinet saloon, Dennis Healey,
elected unopposed as Deputy
Leader, produced a Derringer
inside.

+« He announced that Labour
had only two years to undo the
democfratic reforms carried at
Blackpool this year.

‘Taking aim

And. he called for a postal
‘ballot system for electing the
party leader.

Meanwhile, from a pent-
house in an adjacent office
block, Sir Harold Wilson was
tilﬂkmg aim with a Winchester
rifle

Wilson, with

helped

unusual

honesty praised Tory Minister
James Prior, whose anti-union
legislation he, as a Labour MP,
is supposedly committed to
fight.

- And Wilson went on to make
it clear that he had voted for
Healey in the leadership
elections. Support for Tory
policies and support for Healey
go hand in hand.

Late on the scene of the
shoot-out has
Williams, whose welcome refusal
to seek reelection as a Labour
MP drew forth no less than four
articles in the next day’s
Guardian,

“Not alone

Her statement amounts to an

open declaration that she
remains on the Labour NEC
purely for the purposes of assist-
ing Healey and the crypto-
Tories to subvert the Blackpool
conference decisions.

But they are not alone in

~ this fight. Healey for instance

has been able to count on
Foot’s support in his campaign
for leadership elections to be
based on a formula for leader-
ship elections to be based on a
formula drawn up by the right
wing rump of the Parliamentary
Labour Party.

This would involve each
constituency in holding a secret
ballot of all members, and
unions formulating new arrange-
ments to seek a mandate from
political fund-paying members.

Meanwhile, according to this
scheme, the PLP-—representing
only themselves—would
continue to hold a large percen-
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get back on course and to the
things she was elected to do.”
The Mail goes on to castigate
the government:
“It seems
governed by  mirrors.

The thieves have begun
to fall out in earnest.

Divisions within the ranks of
the Conservative Party had to
find .their echo amongst the
camp followers in the press. The
result has been to turn the front
pages of Fleet Street into a
battleground  where
strive to prove their allegiance
to true Tory philosophy.,

It is a battle without real
division—the kind of debate that
could have taken place around
Stalin. “Is Comrade Stalin being
let down by his friends ... oris
he so great that he can rise
above them?” -

Only in this case, instead of
Stalin it is Thatcher.

The Daily Mail and the Sun

began it--the Mail as usual with
more punch. |

MAGGIE MUST DO A U-
TURN was 1ts astounding lead
headline for November 26. To
its readers it must have sounded
like the beginning of the end.
- Had the editor lost his
marbles? Had the printers taken
over? Is the Daily Mail a red
plot in disguise? The first para-
graph supported such dramatic
possibilities.

“The Daily Mail never
believed it would have to say it.

But now it must. Mrs Thatcher

must make a U-turn and make it
immediately.”

But the U-turn ‘turns’ out to -

be (surprise, surprise) more
butchery, not less. The Mail
wants more  cuts, more unemi-
ployment more attacks on the
unions!

In the opinion of the Daily
Mail:

“Through lack of support
as well as the cowardice and
incompetence of the people
around her, Mrs Thatcher has
begun to drift. So the U-turn
she must make is essential to

editors

has seen this

that Britain is
Mrs
Thatcher and Sir Geoffrey
Howe repeat and repeat that
they will not be deflected from
their harsh but necessary course
of controlling the money
supply.

The Opposition shriek and

shout that she, cruel and heart-

less woman, must be forced to
relax her grip on the money
supply before the country
collapses.

Are the British people expec-
ted to fall for this lunatic
charade?”

Now when the Daily Mail

starts talking about what the

British people will and will not
stand or fall for then 1t is time
to run for cover.

But the Daily Express

‘believes it has a monopoly on

such instant opinion polls.

The next day’s front page of
the Express was given over to an
attack on its rivals under the

headline ‘““The Lady’s Not for.
Burning”

This started:
“Tory
biggest political U-turn Britain
year has come
from Mrs Thatcher’s fairweather
friends—the Daily Mail and the

Sun.

Their political credibility h

disappeared down their own

claptrap.”

The rest of the page is a
mixture of abuse and hopeful
explanation which seems to

suggest that Thatcher is nicely

on course thank-you.

If this government is the
Titanic, the Daily Express is
determined to be the orchestra
which played as the ship sank!

been Shirley

, Tory, Hallelujah. The

tage of the votes in the resulting
“electoral college™!

Such an extension of “demo-
cracy” would be simply a
hollow charade to disguise the
continued monopoly control
exercised by the PLP over the
election of the party leader.

- But some trade union leaders
have emerged arguing a position
even more right wing than Foot
and Healey.

The AUEW and GMWU are

arguing. for an  “electoral

college” in which at least 50%
of the votes go to the PLP—thus -

requiring the right wing to swing
only one major union to guaran-
tee victory!

The EETPU is calling for a
postal ballot of all Labour
Party members—thus disenfran-
chising the six million workers
affiliated to the Party through
their unions.

Meanwhile NUPE, TGWU,

ASTMS  and  (surprisingly)

- USDAVW are pressing for an elec-

toral college in which the PLP
gets 40% or less of the vote.

Of the 12 major unions, 2.5
million block votes seem set to

go in favour of a 50% PLP vote,

and only 2.2 million in favour
of 40% or less.

| But what of Tony Benn,
who for many

socialists = has
come to personify the fight for
democracy in the Party?

- Made peace

~.As the gunslingers take up
position for a major onslaught
on the Blackpool reforms, Benn
has picked up his shoe-shine
outfit and made peace with
Foot.

There are some embarrassmg

claims such as:
“The Daily Express does not

believe m the mfallbll:ty of

Tory rule.”
But later the paper declares:
“For our part we want
nobody to be in any doubt
where the Daily Express stands.
We stand boldly behind Mrs
Thatcher. If she fails it will not

just be a disaster for the Conser-

vative Patty it will be a disaster
for Britain,”
If the press cannot agree on

where Thatcher stands it is a

good deal clearer about just how

much it owes to some of the
leading figures in the labour

movement, |
| The Daily Mail, which calls
for a new stiffening of

Thatcher’s sinews, just wants
business as usual from Terry
Dufty.

Assessment

Less than a week before its
attack on the weak-kneed
Thatcher government it ran an
editorial on BL and Dufty
which many Tofy politicians
would love to have said about
them.

How is this for an assessment

of a trade union leader from the

biggest those

opponent of
unions?

. Mr Duffy is nobody’s idea
of a trade untion Titan. He is no
eat speaker. Often he is

flustered for a phrase. He is as

flat vowelled and unlikely a
hero as you could find. And yet
there is something about him .
Often enough we have had
cause to lambast the inert and
lackdustre figures who now

- personalise the TUC. But it is

not all drizzle, Murray and Moss
Evans. While there’s Duffy
there’s hope.” '

 jaws

Whatever the outcome of
January’s special conference, he
has said, he will not challenge
Foot for the Party leadership.

And he has sought reelection

to the Shadow Cabinet--thus
declaring himself willing
publicly to defend the line put
forward by.Foot.

Whether or not he succeeds
in this—and Benn is plainly still
regarded as excessively left wing
by the Tribune Group wno
placed him only eighth on their
“slate’” for the Shadow Cabinet
—Benn has plainly and con-
sciously .moved to defuse the
struggle within the Party at a

key point in the flght for demo—-

cracy.
Union leaders, Trlbumtes

and Tony Benn have been able
to rally behind the one-time
‘left> winger Michael Foot in a
way that would have been
impossible had Healey been
elected Party leader.

The outcome is a growing

“obstacle to democracy and to

socmllst policies.

Labour bureaucrats bid to
|reverse Blackpool gains -

The doors of the Labour
have been
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Balloons won’t

Red balloons were the
order of the day on the
enormous ~ anti-fascist
demonstration called at
short notice through West-

‘bourne Park a week ago.

We ‘can only assume that
these were a cunning ploy to
disarm the Nazis of the British
Movement into thinking the
carnival atmosphere posed them
no threat. They would not have
been far wrong!

The policeded march went
the opposite way to the BM and
got hemmed in at the end after
safely protesting to the strains
of “We all hate the Nazis—
dada da da, dada da da”.
-~ Not even the obvious
manoeuvrie by the police at the
end to box everyone in and stop
them even catching sight of the
fascist scum had been antici-
pated by the organisers.

The ANL lollipopers at the
front walked happily into the
of the law and the
‘Militant” LPYS were entreating
people to keep walking and
keep together right to the end.

You had to look carefully
to check that the police had not
taken over the megaphone.

The biggest group on the

-~ march who Adid ‘show their

stop

determination not to get sucked |
into protest politics was the
East London -Workers Against

Racism.
- The police were obviously
aware of this as 13 of its

members were picked off at pre-

arranged points during the
march. -
Workers Socialist League

members and supporters had
forseen the obvious police
tactics and did not walk into the
blockade.

They were therefore able to
get to where the BM was
actually marching.

Serious

" The hundreds of people we
saw from then on consisted
largely of groups of black youth
and socialists who had not been
on the ANL march, and were
serious about trying to stop the
British Movément march rather
than simply amng an empty

s protest.

The police, as usual, were
out in force to protect the small
group of fascists and allow them
to march at any cost.

Only a few flags and banners
were visible inside the four-
deep lines of police.

Estimates of 400 Nazis were
exaggerated.

nazis

Some of the fascists did get
the beating they deserved but
the ANL demonstration played
no part in prowdmg the means
to do that. -

3,000 people were marched
up the hill by the ANL Dukes of
York and not even down again!

Such pacifist protests will
not stop the British Movement
which—to a greater extent even

‘than the National Front—is

built on the basis of attracting
unorganised and  backward
youth to a campaign of street
violence against black commun-_
ities and the labour movement.
The BM is not dependent

‘upon electoral success. It is an

openly Nazi-style gang of-
lumpen thugs that can be halted
not by protest and propaganda
but by the organisation of
workers' defence squads with
the specific task of driving them
off the streets.

- The politics of the ANL
were inadequate to counter the
NF in ‘the period prior to the
last election: but in the struggle

- against the present campaign by

fascist groups it is criminally
wrong.
Socialists must take up the

- fight for ‘active preparation by

the workers’ movement to crush

- the BM and its fellow fascists
wherever they show their faces.

Out of the stinking corpse of capitalism . . .
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Events in Leeds within

one week this month have

sent shockwaves through
the country and have forced
many to look at the
guestion of violence against
women. : |
On the Friday in Leeds
Crown Court a man who Kkilled
his wife by smashing her skull
with a hammer was given a two
year suspended sentence.
- Mr Douglas Coles pleaded
guilty to manslaughter—as he
was provoked by Mrs [thel

Coles who was neurotic and
nagging.

He was not found guilty of

murder. |

On the Monday, Annette
and Charlene Maw, convicted of
manslaughter were sentenced in
the same court to threc ycars
imprisonment for stabbing their
violent father who had beaten
and terrorised both them and
their mother for most of their
lives. | |

Not isolated

And on the Thursday it was
discovered that Leeds student
Jacqueline Hill had bccome the
thirteenth victim -of the so-
called Yorkshire Ripper.

Three horrific incidents - of
violence against women coincid-
entally came to light in just one
week. | -

They are, however, not
isolated. one off, sensationally
rare occurances. They are part
of a whole pattern ot violent
abuse to which women are sub-
ject because of the fact they are

- women.

Over 25% of all violent crime
takes the form of sexual or
domestic attack upon women in
the home.

This. is . apart from the
violence endured by women
who are weaned on dreams of
romance, marriage and children,

‘the ideal home, full of love and
trust, discovering these dreams -

are illusions, as they wind up
trapped within the home, isol-
ated, enduring the seeming
futility of pressures of raising

. and servicing families.

They have no possible way
out; getting a job is impossible,

‘or perhaps they’ve got elderly

dependants who can’t get into
a home or just children who
have no nursery place.
~ The only way for many
women ‘to cope with this
oppression is with  “mother’s
little helpers™.

Seven million anti-depress-

ants are taken every day. 70% of - |

users are women and when they
fail a completec breakdown
occurs or suicide is attempted.

And -this leaves out of

“account the women i1n Britain

and internationally who die or
suffer agonics each year after
being forced into seeking illegal
abortion.

This s the kind of violence
that women endure iIn addition
to all the other violence and
exploitation suffered by the
whole of the working class

- through the capitalist system.

Trotskyists regard it as a
major responsibility to under-
stand the specific oppression of
women and to find means of

independent  working  class
action to defend them day to
day from violent attack —what-
ever form it takes within capital-
ism. |
But that is not easy and it is
not enough: we must also have a
revolutionary perspective that
makes the fight to halt violence
against women part of the
struggle to overthrow capitalism
and to take steps to ensure that
such violence can not exist in a
socialist society.

Strategy

[t is our responsibility as on
all other issues to declare how
we propose tackling the fight
against sexist attacks.

We have to present a strategy
and a proposal of tactics to
counteract the violence that
daily deforms the lives of
women.,

In doing so, it is inevitable
that we understand that defen-
sive measures alone—though
vital —will never rid women of
the threat of sexual attack, the
acute depression from a margin-
al, unfulfilled existence, from
the constant discrimination and

degredation that women exper-
ience daily under capitalism.

Only the removal of capital-
ism itself will do that.

Nor can we simply state
naively that socialist revolution
will automatically penetrate the
concealed pockets of the psyche
that have been nurtured by
bourgeois ideology.

The Morning Star in an
editorial on Jacqueline Hill’s
murder called for:

“concerted social
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against male violence and for
the . relationships between the
sexes to be put on a proper
footing.” '

Women, it said, should have

‘the right to work and the right

to walk the streets.
Just as it is incapable of

putting forward the necessary
‘action to defend women’s jobs,

and fight for full employment,
so the Morning Star is incapable
of posing anything other than
rhetoric on the fight against
sexual attack.

The Leeds chief constable
after the murder advised women
to “stay at home” for their own
-protection.

- The media have mercilessly
played on the fear of women
after this horrendous attack.

While the Tories are econ-
omically forcing women back
into the home with mass redun-
dancies and cut social services
the media are helping psycho-
logically to bind women in,

.and deprive them of any inde-

pendence as they are terrorised
out of even venturing out alone.

| Patrols
Fortunately the students of

Leeds University have examined

methods by which—through
their own actions—they can
defend women from attack
without relying on the police.

They have organised an
escort system from bus stops,
accompanying women to halls
of residence, cinemas and
friends’ houses. |

They are also organising
patrols of the university
grounds.
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Socialists throughout the
labour movement should be
examining . more  extensive
means of workers’ self-defence
against sexual attack as well as
against.racist and fascist attack.

One tactic could be adopted
from groups of feminists. -

Where a number of assaults
have taken place in any one

area, they organise a system of

patrols which have effectively
reduced the threat of attack.

Where attacks occur we
should raise this proposal on

- trades councils and organise

groups of workers in such
defence squads on a full rota
basis.

~ Self defence

Another point that has
emerged from the Leeds campus
is the demand for classes in self
defence for women. |

We should be insisting
through the teaching unions—in
particular the NUT-that a
complete training in self-defence
be taught in school to all girls.

There 1s no denying that
women are in most cases physic-
ally weaker than men—this can
be overcome through basic
training which will help bring
physical equality.

We should also be
demanding that a full system of
cheap state transport be
provided after dark.

That implies a state taxi

- door to door service as part of a
progtamme of necessary public

works, including clearance of
all waste grounds, adequate
street lighting, even as 1is
possible, a portable alarm
system. |

There is no doubt that the
danger 1s growing. |

In the USA it is estimated
that about half a million women
every year are raped. 85% of

these rapes are attacks involving .

physical violence and force.

We must therefore demand
that rape crisis centres be estab-
lished in every locality. These

‘must be under workers’ control.

These are vital as an alterna-
tive to the harassment, humilia-
tion and degradation that
women experience in reporting
rape in a police station.

There, the police are major
advocates of the-line that the
woman ‘asked for it’ or “come
on he was only having a bit of
fun”.

Their first suggestion is that
she is lying. In order for the
police to accept that she is

justified in saying she has been

raped, a woman in a distraught
state, physically and emotional-
ly battered has to endure a
police cross examination full of
innuendo and accusation and an
immediate medical examination.

Principal myths

The police are foremost
exponents of the principal
myths that have been perpe-
trated around the question of
rape.

They are the first to insinu-

ate that it is the woman her-
self who in some way incited
or ‘invited’ sexual assault-
by wearing a short skirt, by
being alone in a night club, pub
or so-called -‘red light’ district,
or by -being alone in empty
streets, hitch-hiking or visiting
a man at his home or office.

Under such conditions the

claim is that the rapist simply
“responds” to provocation by
women who should be demurely
clothed, escorted by a man, or
safely confined to the home.
Police at once assume that
women who have had sex out-

"The night
before a wedding
there'stimetok

side marriage are likely to ha
agreed to sex with any man
and therefore cannot have beg
raped. Only women over 6
girls under 16 and proven fait.
ful wives are safe from suc
presumptions. | |

The police invariably interr
gate the rape victim to- dete
mine whether any grounds exi
to claim that they “led the m:
on’’.

And while most poli
‘experts’ publicly advise womce
not to resist a potential
violent rapist, rape victims wi
obey such advice and appe
calm and unbruised to lay

complaint at the police static

.are regarded with immedia

suspicion—as are those wt
delay reporting. the attack whi
they collect their thoughts.
Such prejudice among polis
officers itself acts as an obstac
to many rape cases even bel
investigated. The victims a
too distressed and alienated
Jproceed—or their protestatio:
are brushed aside by policemsc
as simply the lies or fantasies

malicious, confused '1
‘‘immoral’ women. . |
Thus the rapists leg

defence begins long before ar
case ‘reaches the courts.

- Crisis centres

The whole attitude of th
police reflects the ideologies «
the state for which they are tt
guard-dogs. - '

They are the most profoun
ly racist, sexist and anti-workir
class body. |
~ We cannot and must nc
turn to them . for support «
sympathy, that i1s why rag
crisis centres are so importan

We must insist within th
labour movement that suc
centres be set up, fully equippe
and staffed, by the soci
services, to provide counsellin
acurate medical and legal advic
a 24 hour phone service ar
support for women who choo:
to go through the legal process
~ Some of the rape cris
centres that have  bee
established also hope: o

“to liaise with local educ
tion authorities, with a view t{
introducing the subject of raj
into sex-education programme
to de-mythologise and d

- glamourise it.”
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We would turn this process
&owards the labour movement,
faising the questions in the
tecaching unions. |
. This brings us to the central
task of Trotskyists in tackling
Ene question of violence against

omen, | ~
. Like the battering of women
the home, rape is primarily a
cial problem, rooted in
nturies of male dominance
id in the links capitalist
ociety has fostered between
property, sex and violence.

b
]
:
1

Social conditions

The problem of rape cannot
pe tackled effectively unless we
hange thé social conditions
at encourage violence towards
omen and keep them in ah

eriar position. | |
Rape and the battering of
omen are not—contrary to
opular belief—carried out by
en who are sick or deranged
this quote from Dr Judy
illey shows: |
- *Very few
ferred for psychiatric treat-
ent, because attempts to find
mething to treat have been
gularly unsuccessful. Many
pists have normal scores on

New Society, June 1974
In rape, the emotions of
ression, hatred and
ntempt, and the desire to
nquer, break or violate a
rsonality take a form which
rough illegal, is actively en-
uraged by capitalist society
ough every aspect of our con-
itioning. |
¢

Object

E ,

. Inherent in all extreme
mms of the way men are
icouraged to relate to women
. the way the female is turned
to an object—a man’s object in
man’s world.

. The image of women in
Ivertising reflects capitalism’s
ncepts of men’s fantasies of
pw they would like women to

—empty headed  consumers’

dicated to serving men.
The innocentdooking Page
. Sun  pinup expresses the

rapists are

exploitation -of the woman as a
sexual object and the objectific-
ation of the female as a piece of

property to be owned and ruled
by men.

Reflected in the pin-up is the
ideal that is continuously
perpetuated of woman as
passive--an object to be pinned
up—and  masochistic—existing
for men’s pleasure, whatever
form it might take.

The image of woman as a
sexual object emphasises the
physical attractiveness of the
female body and denigrates
other qualities of women such
as intelligence, courage, crea-
tivity, inventiveness.

Rape is an act that subdues
the female by crushing her will,
violating her person.

Women do not as a rule have
fantasies of dominating men or

humiliating them.
There is no comparable

tdeologicalbarrage perpetuating
fantasies of women dominating

or humiliating men.

~ Fantasy

If women participate in
masochistic behaviour with men
it is in many cases because the
men have been conditioned to
demand it and women have
been conditioned to want to
please the men. |

- Underlying much literature
and openly expressed in many

other forms including psycho-
analytic theory, is the male
fantasy that women desire to be
dominated (raped) by men.

For instance, Anthony Storr
wrote in ‘Human Aggression’ in
1968:

“The idea of being seized
and borne off by a ruthless
male who will wreak his sexual

will upon his helpless victim has -
a universal appeal to the female

sex.” - |

The capitalist system links
feelings of cruelty with sexual-
ity, the latter often equated
both with evil and with power.

This is apparent in sexual
fantasy reported by psycho-
analysis and that revealed by
pornography. ‘ N

The rule here associates
sadism with the male (the
masculine role) and victimisa-
tion with the female (the female
role). .

- In ‘Eros in the Cinema’

-werewolfslavering,
the fair sex, which

- “the
women to stay in family safety

Raymond Durgnant states in a
chapter entitled ‘I love you so
much I could kill you’ that:
“erotic violence is the King-
pin of the horror film . . the
full moon lifts the tides of
instinct, the man becomes a

[ npping,
ravishing
constitutes his rightful prey”.

- Every time it is the female’s

role to be the victim from King

Kong through Dracula to virtu-
alty every horror film you can
name. |
The most disturbing, blatant
examples of this are a current
series of mass murder films—

The Beast, Prom Night, Don’t
the Phone and He

Answer
Knows You’re Alone.

These are obviously being
produced to coincide with mass
murder cases in the United
States and the ‘Ripper’ case
here.

Mass murderers, e.g. Blue-
beard, 10 Rillington Place and
Jack the Ripper—are greeted at
one level with a certain scandal-
ised, possibly hypocritical indig-
nation but on another are used
to induce a mass response of
titillation.

In view of the sadistic char-

~acter of such public fantasy the

mass publicity (adverts several
times every night on TV), the
producers are obviously encour-
aging a certain element of iden-
tification in  the = general
response.

They give a free rein to man

‘in the perpetration of a variety

of cruelties, barbarity and
humiliation to women. |

For women, they whip up a
paranoia designed to ensure she
never feels safe and confident

~and should never be alone or

independent.

Back-up job

They are thus doing a back-
up job to the press coverage of
‘Ripper’ case—terrorising

in the home.

But as the Leeds feminists
correctly pointed out, women
are not even safer in the home!

The Maws/Coles cases them-
selves are clear examples of this.

Rape is not a crime of
irrational, impulsive, uncontrol-
lable lust, but is a deliberate,

hostile, violent act of degrada-

~inspire fear.

~ments in our culture that pro-

tion and possession on the part = state bans but a call to action by-

conqueror “the working class movement.

If it was felt that a film
should not be released we would
demand it be blacked by
workers at the point of distribu-
tion; that projectionists refuse
to show it together with a full
supporting picket of consumers,
trade unionists from local trades

- councils, etc.

of a would-be
designed to intimidate and

We must look at those ele-

mote and propagandise these
attitudes and which provide the
ideological and psychological
eéncouragement to commit these
acts of aggression.

The- theory of aggressive
male domination over women as
some kind of “natural right” is
so deeply embedded in our cul-
ture that recent attempts to
expose the way it operates—in
songs, films, television, adverts,
children’s  textbooks = (“I’'m
scared”’, says Janet. “Girls are
always afraid”, says John”’) have
barely managed to scratch the
surface.

Totally wrong

There will of course be cries
-of protest at what appears to be
a form of censorship. People
will say that they don’t want
to be seen “siding up with Mary
Whitehouse™, |

But it would be totally
wrong to equate the reaction-
ary rantings of Mary Whitehouse
with the decisions demanded by
a committee of trade unionists
based on the need to defend
women, gays, blacks and other
oppressed against denigration
and violent attack. -
 Mary Whitehouse is com-
pletely against the interests of
the working class. )

She features in Thatcher’s
honours list, she is a vicious
anti-abortionist. She seeks to
censor not the obscenities of
sadistic murder of Prom Night

- Challenge

It is very important for
-socialists not only to be part of
the fight to expose that con-
ditioning, as deeply and as
widely as we can but also to
take action to actively challenge
fight and ultimately transform
those ideologies that uphold the
specific oppression of women.

In fighting a factory closure,
or school meal redundancies we

are challenging the concept that but any aspect of the media
“a woman’s place is in ‘the which she considers threatens
home”,.ln fighting for full free the existing ‘morality’ and
state childcare provision, we are religious ideals of the bourgeois
'phallenglng that itis “a mother’s  state of which she is such -an
job to bring up children”; in advocate. |
defending geriatric hospitals we -
are challenging the concept that
it is “a daughter’s job” to stay
at home and look after her
elderly dependants.

The fight for workers and
consumers control of the media
1s necessary to make a concrete

A_tfacked

' She therefore has used the
state to attack Gay News,
precisely because they
challenged the repressive con-

Night’

start to challenging the perpetu-
ation of sexist attitudes. -«

We should fight to establish
committees of workers in, for
example, the entertainment
industry, including  Equity,
camera/technical staff and com-
mittees of consumers. i

These should examine film:
and consider whether they con-
sider them to be an active threat
to women-—-and if so, what is the
necessary course of action to
take.

This would, of course, not

take the form of demanding

ventional relationships through
their anti-state,

It is why she has come out
so strongly against the National
Theatre production of Howard.
Brenton’s  play ‘Romans’
because it portrays the British

't army in the six counties as SAS

thugs and rapists. .
British imperialist domina-
tion is symbolised through

sexual domination and the play

is attacked -but Paul
Raymond% Topless Revue Bar
has survived years without a
murmaur. It is an integrated part

anti<church
_defence of homosexuality.

- A further feature article on

and as victim in Sun strip cartoon; (below, right) possibly the most obscene ~00 IDENTITY FARADL a,
‘ O0O0OH Q )
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of capitalism. |

Trotsky writes in ‘Proolems
of Everyday Life’ (*Vodka, the
Church and the Cinema’):

“The working class state is
neither a spiritual order nor a
monastery. We take people as
they have been made by nature
and as they have been in part
educated and in part distorted
by the old order. o

We seek a point of support
in this vital human material for
the application of our party and
revolutionary state lever. The
longing for amusement, distrac-
tion, sightseeing and laughter is
the most legitimate desire of
human nature. We are able and
indeed obliged to give the satis--
faction of this desire a higher
artistic quality at the same time
making amusement a weapon of
collective education, freed from
the guardianship of the

+

pedagogue and the tiresome
habit of moralising.”
Some may argue that

Trotsky was speaking there only
after the 1917 revolution.

They may argue that the
important task for us is to con-
centrate on those struggles that
will directly bring about the
fall of capitalism like mass
occupations, and national strike
action and that we should not
think about picketing  ‘Prom
when there is so much
else to do in the class struggle.

Trotsky also said however in
the Transitional Programme:

“The  Bolshevik-Leninist
stands in the frontline trenches
of all kinds of struggles, even
when they involve only the
most modest material interests
or democratic rights of the
working class.”

If we do not take up the
fight against sexist ideology
now, we leave the fight

completely up. to the feminist
movement, many of whom see
it as solely a case of men (patri-
“archy) attacking women and not
as “the capitalist system domin-
ating and oppressing the work-
ing class.

By Mary-Ann Todd

Next week:

battered women.
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COMMUNIST PARTY KE
THATCHER IN OFFIC

Margaret Thatcher’s crisis
and reactionary
regime has been kept in
power by the conscious and
deliberate intervention of
the Communist Party.

This startling statement is
the only serious
which can be drawn from a
close examination of the recent
sel-out of the wages struggle
inside BL. - |

With Tory policy in disarray

and Thatcher facing divisions

within the Tory Party itself, BL
workers were poised to spear-

- head an emerging struggle which

could have brought the Tories
down

Jack Adams, a leading member
of the Communist Party,
mounted the rostrum at the
decisive mass meeting at the
Longbridge plant and put the

-recommendation for acceptance

of the 6.8% offer.

There is no doubt that"
Adams was putting official
Communist Party policy.

Despite massive cover by the
media of the Longbridge meet-
ing the Morning Star the follow-
ing day failed to even mention
that it had taken place.

Once again the Torigs have
been protected by the trade
union bureaucrats, just as they
were during the steel strike.

Now because of the actions .
-of the Communist Party, BL

workers, far from spearheading
a fight agamst the Tories, have
been used as the lever to bring

in Thatcher’s 6% incomes
policy. f\

Interesting

The importance - of this
betrayal, linked. as it i1s to the
staggering determination of the
trade union leadership as a
whole not to confront Thatcher,
makes a detailed examination of
the course of events both inter-
esting and necessary.

BL workers were sold-out
last year as well. Then they

voted for strike action by a 2-1
majority in a postal ballot joint-
ly conducted by the trade
unions. |

Then Duffy put the boot in.
This lover of postal ballots
suddenly decided not to accept
the result. He conducted his

own ‘‘straw poll” within the

AUEW, and then instructed his
members to keep working.

This year it was different.
national officérs and
General Secretaries played their
inevitable role; but it was the
convenors who played the
decisive part and hence the
crucial importance of the Com-
munist ‘Party.

The question of democracy

" is very central indeed within BL
and can never for a moment.be
ggle for

separated from the stru
wages or the struggle to defend
jobs or conditions.

ParticipatiOn

Hanging over leadership
problems in BL is the thxee-
years of “‘worker participation”
under the Ryder plan at the
time of the Labour government.

This was class collaboration

“to perfection and the Com-

munist Party from the outset
was its most consistent suppor-
it as “a step
towards workers’ control’,
When BL moved towards the
corporate  bargaining system
(strongly opposed by Socialist
Press and the Workers Socialist

~ League) the same collaborators

- became the negotzators and
even after participation formally
ended, early in 1978, it

continued to flourish in the

heads .of the convenors and in
particular in the ranks of the
Commumst Party.

conclusion

Yet under these conditions

IS

Bill Peters examines the
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Longbridge workers on the march against the Social Contract: now their Stalinist leaders are selling out to the Tories

This meant that they all
supported the Confed when it
set up a completely unrepresen-
tative corporate negotiating
structure over which BL
workers could have no control
whatsoever.

The JNC has 27 members.
Seven of them are national
officials, and the majority of
the 20 convenors represent
small numbers of workers,
mostly with craft interests.

The vast majority of BL
workers are represented by a
small minority on the com-
mittee.

The JNC reports to (but i1s
not accountable to) a confer-
ence of nearly 200 convenors
which is even less democratic.

- They each have one vote—
déspite the fact that a tiny
handful of mostly TGWU
convenors represent the vast
majority of workers and the rest
speak only for tiny minority
interests. ‘

This system was accepted by
the Communist Party and others
because they were on it, and
because they knew it would be
an effective block to strike
action. |

The 1980 claim of £17.21/
20% across the board) was in
fact originated not by the JNC
but by the Combine Committee
at one of the sparsely attended
meetings it has held on rare
occasions since it was destroyed
by participation.

“Single item”

There, Jack Adams proposed
that a ‘*single item” claim of

20% be adopted which would be -

“clear to the members”.
In moving 1t, Adams stressed.
that the important thing was to

. ment”’—as had been

reject any attempt by the
management to ‘‘turn the nego-
tiations towards bonus pay-
the case
last year.

Everyone, he said, must be
very firm on this point,

The JNC later endorsed the
Combine Committee policy and
presented it to BL management
who responded with an offer of
6.2%.

Even at that stage the seeds
of the sell-out were there.

-The JINC decided against
rejecting the offer  and
adjourned for three weeks to
consider it!

Confe(i claim

Most BL workers would have
considered three minutes as too
long to consider it, but the JNC

~ had a motive.
They reported back to the

shop stewards in the various
plants that the decision was
‘“actical”’. Within three weeks
they said, the Confed would
have an offer from the

~employers for the engineering

industry which they anticipated
would be more than 6.2%. They
could then press for the same.

In the Cowley Assembly
Plant the shop stewards decided
that the mass of the members
must be involved at every stage
if the claim was to be seriously
proposed.

A mass meeting was called
which unanimously voted for

rejection of the 6.2% offer and
to pursue the full claim.

In mid-October Duffy
settled for ~ 8.2% on the
minimum rates for the Confed
claim.

Promptly the BL JNC met

- management, expecting a similar

offer.

Then their problems began.
Edwardes only offered 6.8%.
This, he said, was the final offer.

Caught . by Edwardes

decision, the JNC called a
convenors conference on 20
October “to sound out thetr
views”’

The meetlng decided to go

back and consult the shop

stewards in the plants.

When the stewards met 1n
the Cowley Assembly Plant
they already had a mass meet-
ing decision behind them.,

The stewards mandated the
convenor Bob Fryer to press at
the JNC for a simultaneous
series of mass meetings through-
out BL, to be held on the same
day and at the same time, to
vote on a recommendation for
strike action,

This policy was put onto a
leaflet and circulated in the
factory.

It was also circulated to the
JNC and the convenors when
they reassembled on October
27.

On that day the JNC met an
hour before the convenors meet-
ing. It adopted the policy advo-
cated by Fryer. The convenors
met and took a similar decision.

This was a very crucial tac-
tical decision, because the key
to mobilising BL workers was
unity,

Sold out

BL workers had been sold-
out three times over the past
year when plants had been isol-

;

ated by the officials and were -

seeing unity as the key factor
in fighting Edwardes.

When the mass meetings
were held on Thursday 30

October, the convenors, the
officials and Edwardes got a
shock.

Despite previous betrayals
and vacillation since the claim
started, there were massive votes
for stnke action.

Al directions

In Cowley and Longbridge
the majorities were over-
whelming and in BL cars as a
whole only 21,000 voted against
strike action compared to
42 .000 in favour.

When the JNC met on the

following Monday to assess the
support of the members they
ran in all directions.

A motion to call an all-out

strike moved by Bob Fryer and
.Arthur Harper was defeated by'

a majority of one.
A motion from Grenville

| Hawley to call a two-day token

strike was defeated by a
majority of one, and a motion
by the EETPU to accept the

' 6.8% was also defeated.

The JNC, the “leadership”,
‘had no policy. Once again they
were miles behind the member-
ship.

They went into the conven-
ors conference an hour later
with three motions but no
- policy.

After a battle, the motion to
call an all-out strike on the basis
of the mandate of the members
was carried by 99 votes to 74
with 14 abstentions.

Seven days’ notice of an all-

out strike was given - to

Edwardes. -
Workers: became stronger

after the decision. In some

splants that had voted against the
strike, such as Rover, where the
effects of last April’s sell-out

were still strong, it became clear
that workers would be out once
the strike started.

.Management acted quickly.
They knew where to go and
what to play on—bonus.

Top rmanagers in each plant
called in convenors to tell them
that the 6.8% would not be
improved, but money could be
earned through bonus pay-
ments. |

Intimidation was thrown in
for good measure. Bob Fryer |
was told that management knew
what he had said inside the INC
meeting and they took a serious
view of it. They told him his.
“card would be marked” if he
continued to support strike
action. |

The pressures were effective.

On Wednesday an emergency
JNC meeting was called and
they promptly agreed to talk
about bonus. They had no
mandate to talk about bonus
from the members or the.
stewards and they were in com-
plete violation of the-original
combine committee decision.
- But it was even worse. They
then decided to put forward
their own proposals for a bonus
scheme sell-out!

Bonus

They proposed that .five
bonus points (£1.25) be guaran-
teed on top of the 6.8% offer.
(A proposal which if conceded
would amount to (surprise,
surprise!) 8.2%—equal to the
Confed settlement).

- Unfortunately for them,
management was prepared to
agree, but only for an eight
week period.

14 hours of negotiations
succeeded in “improving” this
miserable deal to 12 weeks—
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providing the whole claim was
settled there and then. This was
impossible and the talks broke
down.
On Thursday a further
meeting took place at the
request of Terry Duffy, this
time with Edwardes and the
General Secretaries of various
unions. ~ -
"This  included: not only
people like Duffy but leaders of
the staff unions, who have

‘nothing to de wrth the claim!

Roy Grantham of APEX was

there, Clive Jenkins was there—

whose foremen members had

been  intimidating © manual
- workers - into accepting the
6.8%.

David Basnett was the're
from the GMWU: this union had
a total of 25 members in BL—

all of whom are at MGs
"Abingdon and shortly to get the
- sack as the plant closes. .

Alex Kitson attended for the

TGWU in the absence of Moss‘

Evans who was on holiday. .
He  arrived late and

| announced he had been at a

"was a Jomt meeting

-mously

meeting of the TGWU Executive
who had decided to make the
impending strike official.

This cut very little ice with

the General Secretaries who
quickly decided after a meeting
with Edwardes to call for the
strike call to be dropped on no

~ other basis than their ‘“‘commit-

ment” to BL and a few more

fruitless negotiations on bonus
- which would take

place . on
Monday and Tuesday of the
followmg week.

This was agreed unanimous-
ly, including Krtson despite his
“official support™.

They then rapproached the -
JNC who had been assembled '

in a basement waiting for the
cdll.

 They agreed unanimously to
back the sell-out.

- The following day an emer-

gency meeting of convenors was
called which also - backed  the

sell-out with a 2-1 majority.

Instructions were sent out

-calling off the strike.

On Monday morning there
of shop

stewards in the Cowley

" Assembly Plant.

The convenors reported the
events of the previous week and
it became clear that Bob Fryer
had not fought the sell-out and
had been a party to the negotra-
tions on bonus.

There was a very sharp reac-

- tion from the meeting. The 200

stewards voted wunani-
to condemn the JINC

plant

~ and the convenors’ conference.

They called for a new, demo-

cratic structure based on a dele-
gate conference, which they had:

been f1ght1ng for since the
summer. .

‘many plants

The bonus negotiations
predictably produced nothing.

Fryer fought for a new strike
decision on- the basis of his-

mandate from the plant. The
JNC- however voted 14-12 in
favour of recommending ‘the
“final” offer of 6.8% plus £1.25

-per week bonus for twelve

weeks to the convenors the next
day.

Silenced

At the convenors conference
Fryer was _
ruled that no JNC member be
allowed to speak!

The vote by convenors that

the offer be accepted was over-

whelming—but they argued that
it would be recommended to a
further series of mass meetings—
this time over the span of a few
days.
- Again they got a shock

Althou
wing—who could guarantee anti-
strike  votes—held meetings

quickly in order to influence the
decisions, when Cowley met the-
vote for -a . strike was even
~ stronger.

At the Assembly Plant the
stewards had recommended
both a strike vote and the call
for "a- new -democradic negotia-
ting structure. They got massive
backing. |

Even at the right wmg-led
Cowley - Body Plant where

convenor-'Bill Roche struggled

to demoralise the workforce
into acceptance, the vote was a
solid 10-1 for stnke action.

As mass meetings took place |
followed their
previous pattern of voting with
something of a swing against

- strike action. .

Longbrid ge. vote

By Friday it was clear 'that

everything hung on the Long-
vote, which had been
held back untrl Tuesday morn-

bridge

ing.

If Longbrldge repeated its
~previous big majority for strike

action—then the vote through-
out BL would go that way.
Everything therefore hung

on convenor Adams and the ;
Communist Party.

The sell-out came when the

CP-led Longbridge works com-

mittee decided to accept the
6.8%. . '

This was taken to a full
stewards meeting. There Adams’

sell-out proposal was demsrvely_

lost.
The stewards voted 180- 140

for strike action.

But this was not allowed to
stand in the way - of "Adams’
determmed moves to knife a

silenced. Hawley

‘individual  plant

gh some of the right’.

Duffy {rzgh t) chats wzth NUM leader Gormley Gormley did not attend talks wn‘h Edwdrdes’_

strike.

the stewards and instead pushed
the CONvVenors conference
recommendation for accept-
ance.

Even after he had done his
best to secure a no-strike

decision the vote at the meeting

has been hotly disputed. Many
workers who watched TV film

of the meeting were convinced
that the vote went in favour of

strike action—with thousands of
workers brushing aside Adams
pleas that they would be
“isolated™ and defeated if they

~ went on strike. |
‘Adams’ treachery tipped the

scales in BL as a whole—produc-
ing a result claimed to be 2-1
against ‘'strike action. =
This was a majority big
enough to make action by an

difficult.

In the Cowley Assembly
Plant a final mass meeting -was
held at which workers voted to

__step up the struggle for demo-

cracy in BL and to meet again if
their proposals for reform of the
bargaining procedures are not
accepted. - -

| Hurniliating' |

Once again Edwardes  has
used -the apparatus of the trade
union bureaucracy to railroad
through a humrllatmg sell-out
on wages.

But this year, more openly
than ever before,
officials have had to lean for
support upon the involvement

- of convenors—and, kéy to their
‘whole success, upon “Commun-
“ist” Jack Adams. ~
of Longbridge

Thousands _
workers saw and voted against
Aidams’ treacherous line at the

final 'mass meeting: millions

w1tnessed his betrayal on then'
'"TV screens. |

~ The fight far new leadershig
in BL—so crucial if further sell-
outs are to be avoided -means a
fight not only against General
Secretaries, national officials
and the. rrght wing: it means a
fight against the Communist

,Party and its conscious oppos-
- ition to mass struggle to bring
- down Thatcher.

The CP’s peaceful road”
to socialism means in BL full-
scale  collaboration
Edwardes and his Tory pay-
masters.

Only a revolutronary toad,

based on defence of workers’
independent interests, can offer
a way forward for BL workers.

Building such a leadership is

the task undertaken by :the

Workers Socialist League.

At the mass meetmg Adams'

-refused to put the decision of | record

extremely :

the wunion -

with

All those who argue that

change is a slow process of

gradual, peaceful transition
should keep well away from
the Natural History Museum
in Kensington in future.

For the new exhrbltlon

entitled ‘Man’s plage in evolu-

tion’ carefully stamps on' the
most cherished beliefs of 3li
those reformists who saw the

‘theory of evolution as proof in
nature of what they preached

about politics and society.
Instead of a nice gradual

process of slow changes as the

years pass by, the exhibition

‘challenges us to accept what all
the . recent evidence indicated.

That  changes in nature--as in
society —-are sudden and sharp
involving major breaks with the
past and massive leaps into the
future |

" Man did not, for example,
the exhibition suggests, evolve
in a nice, simple strarght line
from the apes. ,

- As the handbook puts it

“It is axiomatic, therefore
that no species in the fossil
can be considered as
ancestral to any ‘other, nor can

311Y one spemes evolve drrectly ‘

into another.”
Instead, what happened was

that at certain points there were.

sudden breaks, major qualitia-
tive changes leadmg to a new

stage. P |
This - is reflected in the
revised ‘tree of evolution’ on

display which has

representing = these  sudden
vrolent breaks into new direc-
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new to Marxrsts

branches
breaking off .at sharp angles

' ?

Colin Morrow reviews

the mnew  exhibition
‘Man’s Place ‘in
Evolution’ at  the
Natural History

Museum in Kensington.

_ -

tions,
stages.
Evolution is thus seen in
practice as a process of revolu-
tionary changes.
None of this is, of coutrse,
who have
argued, since the publrcatron of
Engels ‘Dialectics of Nature’ for
such a materialist understandmg
of nature as a process. |

the emergence of new

What is interesting is the

response of the bourgeois aca-

‘demic world. to this assault on

their treasured picture of the
world.

In the 1950s when ‘heretics’

like Immanuel Velikovsky - in

America attempted to argue
that the history of man and the
very earth itself was one of cata-
clysmic change not gradual evol-
ution, the response was sunply
drsmlssrve
When
that the processes of nature
*‘are certainly not inert and are

marked by.spontaneity and con-

flict” and went on to point out
in his book Earth in Upheaval

that:
“facts have presented them-

- selves that do not square with

the plcture of a peaceful world

RED YOUTH :
- Monthly paper of the
Socrahst Youth League
‘New issue available .
Price 10p plus 12p postage

"WOMAN WORKER.
A paper of the Workers
Socialist League
New issue now out
Price 12p plus 12p postage

'_ Both available from WSL, |
BM Box 5277, London
WCIN 3XX

\
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Vehkovsky argued .

moulded in a slow and unevent-
ful process™,

he was rrdlculed as a crank and
an ignoramus.

But now that such ideas have |
galrred an audience and- are

prevailing bourgeois “truth”,
the politics behind the objec-

" tions comes out.
| in a letter to Nature

Thus,
magazine, Dr. Vivien Halstead
has argued that if. the view of
evolution and natural history
now on display at the museum
becomes accepted it will encour-
age the revolutionary view of
row societies change!
Bourgeois “knowledge’’ : is,
therefore, reduced to | what
Marxists always claimed it to be

publicly counterposed to the

—the official ideas of the rulrng :

class.
- For Halstead and his ilk
what matters is #not historical
fact but political continuity!

- Unfortunately, as informa-

tion has accumulated on evolu-

~tion, on the ice ages, on geolog-
ical change on the reversals of

the earth’s polarity, and on the

history of man’s own struggle

against nature, what has become
abundantlty clear is the contra-
dictory nature of our world and
its revolutionary past.

As Vehkovsky has commen-

“The
of the ammal and plant kmg-

ast of mankmd and

doms, too, must now be viewed

_in the llght of the experience of

Hiroshima and no longer from

~ the portholes of the Beagle.”

Perhaps the capitalist dino-
sgur, alarmed -enough at what
was seen by Darwin from the
portholes of” the Beagle, now

scents its own extmotron

b

-
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160,000 members of the

 electricians’ union EETPU)

are entitled to vote in the
important Executive
Council elections currently
under way.

Electrical° and Plumbing are

the sections involved with five
out of 15 council seats falling
vacant together so this vote
actually covers one-third of the

“membership. -
~ With just one executiv€ vote
every five years an even greater

urgency exists for the rank and

file to kick Chapple and his

‘sang of 13 out of office, -
"happle nominees are as
follows:
Merseyside: T. Breakell
(President EETPU): East Ang,lla

and London: E. Clayton: South

London and South East: E.

Hammond  (executive -member
who organised scabbing against

the Isle of Grain picket); South

- .
.
. .
.
”»~
-
h .
f .
[

| Socrahst Press Pamphlet con-
taining analysis of the military
coup by the Bohvran generals -

gains

England Plumbers W. Gannon
Scottrsh Plumbers: H. Barlow.

All the above named must be
opposed. EETPU members must
grasp this opportunity . and
decisively reject Frank Chapple

and his right wing cllque on the

execu tive.

- Today workers seeking to.
safeguard  their independent

political and economic interests
face an unprecedented -dual

assault

"Not just from Thatcher’s

government of the rich, ruth-
lessly fueling . inflation - and
unemployment but from union
-autocrats like Chapple who have
- junked  any

“the sheer magnitude of therr
 betrayals.

- That’s why he:

*Branded striking hospltal

 workers as “terrorists” during

their low pay strikes of 1978.
~ *Effectively = broke the

pretence to .
- representing organised labour by

DON'T GO INTO
| THE I’lGHT BllNDFOlD'

. Confed engmeermg strlke N
1979 by a threatened ballot of
- EETPU members at the very

point the employer was caving
in. -
*Initiated  elitist

demlse of the NHS.
*Encouraged scabbing at the
Isle of Grain so smashmg ‘the

- GMWU strike that promised to -
. defeat the employer.

*During the marathon steel

“strike vetoed the right of 10,000

electricians to £1.8 mllllon in
strike pay.

Chapple has also declared his

commitment to  five years of
Thatcherism even to the extent
of circularising union members

not to support the TUC’s May

14 ‘Day of Action’ while under
Callaghan’s Labour government

“he 51gned the Concordat as a

‘dry run’ for Prior’ s/ notorious

. private
health-care for some higher
grades—adding further to the

file.

Scottlsh Office anster

Malcolm Rifkind had te run

the gauntlet ~of . angry
pickets the other week as he
made his way to a major
housing forum,

The pickets representmg crty R
‘tenants’ assomatlons called for |

anti-union Employrnent Act.

In_ sharp contrast to

| 'Chapple s oft quoted affimty

with ‘free trade umons the

'EETPU stands revealed as the

most highly bureaucratised and

‘undemocratic union affiliated to
the TUC. The executive domin-

ates at every level.
Officials

All 120 fulltime officers
from National to Branch are
appointed to - function-  as
directed by the Executive.

They are not accountable to
the 450 OOO-strong rank and

tions are  contemp tuously

. flouted as insignificant.

Militant branches such as
Cardiff and Birmingham have
experienced .~ ‘bureaucratic
closure with elected members
banned from holding office.

- - Candidates for this year’s
executive -election have not
escaped - obstruction.. An

executive circular claims to re-

interpret the rules.
It states that:

*“No branch can invite a
eandldate |

~can visit plants, sites or indus- -

candidate; - no

trial committees to electioneer;
no member or member’s suppor-
ters can send circulars, leaflets

or letters on his behalf. No can-
drdate can grve interviews to the

press.”’
- To ignore this dictate runs
the risk of the candidate being

Natlonal conference resolu-;

- 30CIA LIST PRESS,' Wed_ﬁesday' 3 Decem ber' 1980

~ Scots tenants angry

ﬁ'mradlcal changes in ‘the govern-'
| s - housing  policy—and
-more money for Glasgow. |

ment’s

In an angry exchange with
Scottish Tenants Organisation

secretary = Frances Hamilton,
. Rifkind said c¢ouncil houses
~ were being sold because people -

wanted to buy them—and not
because of government policy.

| 1nva11dated from the electlon
In fact candidates received

lists of regional branch meetings
and. times only after successful

nomination, and less than three .

weeks before voting began.

This ruling efféctively denies

worker candidates the right to
speak at more than 15 of the
60-350 divisional branches. =

- The 500-word manifesto- is
also = scrutinised, with Ssome
candidates already pointing to
censorship by the executive. -

Meanwhile Chapple’s nomin-
ees get publicity in the union

journal, Contact, all paid for by
rank and file members——and in

the mass media.
| Fr_agmented

Unfortunately, left opposi-
tion remains fragmented with as
many as three rank-and-file

candidates .in some regions. In

fact only on the principle of

- open  -campaigning -~ has

agreement. ° been reached
(excluding the CP who conﬁned

- themselves to the rules).

‘The SWP constitute the
strongest challenge within the
EETPU although they see the
candidate as the property of the

rank and file movement—
. presumably the political pro-

gramme is not as important as
unity at all costs’!

Nevertheless - it is essentlal' |
‘that -all rank and file members
- Chapple’s

votie agalnst
nominees. :
Kick out the tight wing!

| talking shop—it

)

Hamrlton had urged the
Minister to consider the housing
cuts and try to channel more
money to resolve the problems
of Glasgow’s housing. |

One pi¢ket called for a cure

. for damp houses and urged

Mr Rifkind to ‘live in one for

‘a week and see what it’s like”.
Glasgow District Councrllor -
- Dave W1seman then challenged

Rifkind to an open debate in
his ward on the condition of

- houses. But he declmed thls

request. |
On hearmg this some of the

" people 'who had been standing

in freezing weather had to be

" held back from expressing their
- views more forcibly.

Rifkind made his way into
the housing forum being held in

\ the Mitchell Centre, Glasgow

‘Ms Hamilton said later:

“We aim to protect tenants
throughout Scotland, and it is
only with action like this that
‘'we can make ourselves heard™.

Castlemilk Tenants Associa-
tion  secretary Iris McDonald

echoed the protestors’ feelmgs .
when she said:

“This whole thing is just a
il achieve

nothing - for the peOple who
really need help.”

‘She added: -

“It will cost £l40 mrllron
to cure Glasgow’s housing
dampness problems. So far, only
£1-2 million has been allocated
for housmg—and we have
forums like this”.

Tenants’ anger, like that of

 Scotland’s grawing army of
‘unemployed, must be directed .

towards mass action alongsrde |

- the firemen and other sections
of the trade unions to bring

down the Tory government

EIS yes to

alllance

The EIS, Scotland’s
biggest teachers’ union,
meeting in Glasgow last
weekend took a significant
step forward with its
decision te' commit itself to
a public sector alliance to
break the oovemment s 6%
pay limit. |

,The conference marked a
serious blow to the right wing

.in the EIS executive, with the

defeat of their proposals for a

 permanent pay review body,

formal links with the British

'NUT and the retention of

compulsory arbitration.
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Ford workers’ G D”ERS \
3-way fight !

-

Workers at Fords princi-
pal plants—Dagenham, Hale-
wood and Swansea—have all
- voted heavily for rejection
of the company’s miserable
9.5% pay offer.

But as in the recent BL pay
fight they may find that the
biggest hurdle to strike action is
still in front of them.

Firstly, the negotiators have
been deliberately seeking a vote
simply on the offer and not on
the question of a strike.

This leaves them maximum
room for manoeuvre once the
vote has gone for rejection.

Secondly, Terry Duffy is
only one of the union leaders
involved who has attempted to
- head further negotiations away
- from the issue of wages onto the
question of hours.

The wage offer, he has said,
is satisfactory, since Fords have
already offered more than BL:
workers are voting not for more
money but for shorter hours.

Duffy and others plainly
hope to squeeze a small conces-
sion from Fords—possibly the
offer of a one-hour reduction in
the working week next year, in

line with the Confed national

Miners
yes' to
- 9.8%

In a pit-head ballot 56%
of NUM members have
voted for acceptance of the
Coal Board’s pay offer of
98% and improved bonus

payments,

- Militant areas such as Scot-
land, Yorkshire and South Wales
were unable to swing votes on a
broader basis against the NUM
Executive’s recommendation for
acceptance. |

Strike averted

. But the deal has been widely
‘described in the Tory press a
being in excess of 13%. While
Thatcher will be delighted that
Gormley has helped avert a
miners’ strike she will be less
pleased that these powerful
public sector workers have so
publicly crashed through the

government’s 6% pay limit—and

will be back again in 10 months
time for more!

-NEWSLINE BACKS

Although Lambeth
Council and its leader Ted
Knight are at present in the
forefront of the movement
to mount a fight against the
Tory cuts, the Council has
at the same time complied

with Heseltine’s instruction

to sell-off council houses.

Knight and others argue that
this was because they knew that

the sales would be blocked by
the local NALGO branch.

Indeed Lambeth NALGO is

correctly blacking any work on
the sale of council houses—as
are NALGO members in other
cities.

But they now do so at the
{ risk of their jobs. Socialist Press
has argued that Lambeth
Council is wrong to decide to
] sell: and that they should give a
{lead to other Labour councils

1 by rejecting Heseltine’s ultima-

] tum.
- A very different stand has

settlement—in order to present a
“victory” to the members and
conclude a squalid deal on pay.
Union negotiators have
already offered to trade con-
cessions on productivity and
moves to crush unofficial strikes
in exchange for discussions on
shorter hours and pensions.
In other words. they are
offering to sell the jobs and
conditions of their members for

a few extra odds and ends to

disguise their own refusal to
fight for a claim to match the
16% rise in the cost of living.

While the bureaucrats wheel
and deal, the refusal of Ford
shop floor workers to brook any
attacks on their.conditions has
been underlined by last week’s
struggies at Halewood which
flow from the firm’s new disci-
plinary code. '

Ford workers face a fight on
all fronts: against a government
snatching pay from their wage
packets while prices rip; against
a management determined to
screw more effort from them to
increase Fords profits; and
against union leaders more
sympathetic to the plight of the
company than the
their members.

Tens of thousands of

civil servants in towns across
the country walked out to
stage rallies in working time
last' week in a protest at the

Tory 6% pay limit,
In London, Central Hall,
Westminster was unable to

-accommodate the numbers that

arrived. 5,000 packed into the
rally—-while 1,500 more were
diverted to an overflow meeting.

In Cardiff, Manchester, Bir-
mingham, Liverpool, Edinburgh
and other towns there were
similar rallies.

Bill Kendall of the Council
of Civil Service Unions declared
in Central Hall that “these
meetings are the first shots of
a protest campaign”—but gave
little clue as to  what
ammunition if any was to be
used in the next salvo against
the Tories.

He did however offer the
damp squib of the civil service
unions’ High Court case to
obtain the findings of the ‘inde-
pendent’ Pay Research Unit
which would show how far civil
servants’ pay has fallen behind.

been taken by the Workers

Revolutionary Party and its
opportunist daily Newsline,

A Newsline editorial actually
attacks the Socialist Workers
Party for fighting to prevent
Lambeth Council selling council
houses! |

- SWP members and suppor-
ters have played a key role in
mobilising resistance in NALGO
—which resulted in a mass meet-
ing vote by 1,750 NALGO
members to oppose all cuts and

- maintain the blacking..

And Socialist Worker has
correctly called on the Lambeth

Council to reverse its decision to

sell. For the WRP this smacks
too strongly, of a real fight
against the Tories. Newsline
rushes in to attack the SWP:

“They want the Lambeth
Councillors to ‘do a Clay Cross’
and oppose Heseltine’s Act to
permit.  (sic!) the sale of
municipal housing. This would
land them right into the High
Court and thence to more

plight of

Civil servants
fight 6%

2400 workers who had
been occupying the
Gardners’ diesel engine fac-

~tory in Manchester for the

past seven weeks voted last

week to return to work on

terms which they regard as
a major victory in the fight
against unemployment.

As a result of the militancy
and determination of the occup-
ation, management has with-
drawn the 590 redundancy
notices it had issued to workers
—including those issued to con-
venor Tom Macafee and several

- shop stewards.

But in return for this cow-
cession; the unions have agreed
to the loss of 300 jobs through
voluntary redundancies and
carly retirement over the next
three months.

And there is the likelihood
of short-time working subse-

quently, under the Tories® short-

time working subsidies scheme.

The whole position will be

reviewed next September.

It 1s not clear at this stage
whether any concessions have
been made on the wage claim
sparked  off  the

/

It will also need a bit more
than the wrangling of legal
eagles to bring a halt to the
Tory attacks.

And thousands of angry civil
servgnts appear more than ready
to take the necessary action.

- Seamen

ballot

Seamen will be balloting

between December 1-12 on
the employers 10.5% offer.

The executive of the NUS
has recommended rejection.

But the executive discussed
whether industrial action would
be part of the ballot and
decided against it.

By thus hedging their bets
they were plainly doing their
best to’ create conditions for
acceptance of an offer which
amounts to a savage wage cut
for NUS members.

drastic penalties, even jail. Yet
in a letter advocating this
suicidal course, the SWP says:
‘What is much less clear is
whether there is any possibility

M. | |
In other words, the SWP is
barracking from the side lines,
trtying to force the Lambeth
Councillors into a confrontation

- with the government and the

courts which they admit in
advance will fail!

This is the height of political
irresponsibility. It reflects the
minds of middle class political
desperados.

In building the mass move-
ment there will be tactical
retreats since Labour Councils
such as Lambeth are not always
able to choose the ground upon
which to wage a fight.”

In taking this stand the WRP
emerge far to the right of Ted
Knight and the Lambeth
councillors  themselves—and

HESE

of fighting back and winning’

PARTIAL

~company'’s initial threats to sack
700 workers and the notices to

590 workers.

But militancy and confid-
ence among Gardners workers
plainly remains high: there has
already been a protest stoppage

over bonus payments since the

return to work.

However the fact remains
that while the sackings have
been minimised by the struggle
and 275 workers have thereby
won a reprieve, 300 jobs have
still been lost at Gardners.

~ Even spokesmen for the
occupation were heard to call
for early retirement and volun-

tary redundancies as a solution

to the dispute as they toured
seeking support for the struggle.
Such talk is dangerous and
diversionary.

Fight redundancies

The Gardners experience has
shown that it is possible to fight
redundancies by factory occupa-
tion: but it has also emphasised
the need for a political fight

' Backing for .. 

“no cuts”
- policy

In Lambeth, the Labour

| council has adopted a policy
of refusing to make any cuts

in spending. |
Speaking at a public meeting
in Leicester, Lambeth council

~ leader Ted Knight said:

“We intend to prepare our
budget on the basis of financing
all existing services.

We will make clear the posi-
tion that the Tory govermnment
has put us in. But we will want
support.”

Lambeth council clearly has
considerable support. At the last
meeting of the Lambeth Steer-
ing Committee it was announ-
ced that the Direct Labour
force is calling strike action for
two weeks from February 2 in
opposition to Tory spending
cuts.

Backing

This call won immediate
backing from Lambeth GMWU
members, AUEW local authority
employees and TGWU sstewards.

Now -a mass meeting of

'NALGO workers has voted over-

whelmingly to back the strike
from February 2.

Knight pointed out that the
councillors, too, would be part
of the fight:

“We will shut down
Lambeth council. As far as I’'m
concerned, all doors will be
locked.” -

The Lambeth Steering Com-
mittee passed a resolution sup-

produce an argument custom-
built for any and every Labour
traitor wishing to excuse his or

 herself for carrying out cuts!

We should remember that
the Clay Cross struggle —strong-
ly and correctly supported by
the WRP at the time—focussed

on defiance of the Heath
government’s  massive  rent

£3 rent increase

So where will the WRP now
stand on the imposition by

- Labour councils of Heseltine’s

latest £3 rent increase? Will
they recommend yet another
“tactical retreat”*? -

We say that the demand
should be for Labour council-

~ lors - to refuse to implement

any Tory cuts. .

Every worker faces the sack
or imprisonment if they fight
the Tories. Why is Newsline
so anxious to let Labour coun-
cillors off the hook?

porting this important step and
urging other sections of workers
throughout the country to take
similar initiatives, particularly
by calling supporting strikes in.
February. |

Already there are moves by
the direct labour workforce in
Camden to follow the Lambeth
lead, and moves towards similar
action in Lewisham.

The fight for a full-scale
public sector stoppage on
February 2 will clearly be a
central theme of the recalied
Lambeth conference, scheduled
for January 17 in London.

Resolution

In the meantime Knight will
move a resolution at the Special
Labour Party Conference calling
on the Party’s National Execu-
tive to lead a fight against the
Tories, to back Labour councils
that refuse to carry out the cuts,
and to give its support to the
January 17 conference. ‘

We urge all Socialist Press
readers to campaign for maxi-
mum support to the Lambeth
conference and the February
2 strike. .

Further details of the
Lambeth campaign and the
recall conference, and requests
for speakers from the Steering
Committee to attend local meet-
ings should be addressed to:
Local Government in Crisis
Steering Group, c/o Room 103,
Lambeth Town' Hall, Brixton
Hill, London SW2 1RW. Tel.

01-274 7722 Ext. 2066.

TINE-

Why do they wish to avoid
another Clay Cross—which at a
time of growing militancy
against this government could
provide the much-needed focus
for national - solidarity action
and mass struggles to bring
down the Tories? - |

Is it because the WRP,
beneath its left wing bluster,
shares the pessimism of the
SWP?

Or is it not rather because in
swinging' from its previous sec-
tarian positions to searsh for
supporters in the present anti-
Tory movement, the WRP is
now vpolitically adapting to
bureaucratic elements in the
trade unions and the Labour
Party who, while ready to utter
left” words from time to time,
are completely opposed to any
genuine action.

. .
—
Tt

within each occupation to

develop the awareness of
workers that every job must be
defended.

Every job *sold” through
voluntary redundancy or early
retirement is a job lost to the
whole working class. |
- The overwhelming support
from the labour movement—
over £40,000 was raised in 7
weeks—is an indication that tens
of thousands of workers are
looking for precisely such a lead
in the fight to defend jobs. -

Jobs won
back

700 workers at the Man-
chester Housing department
have defeated management
victimisation of ten mem-
bers sacked for implement-
ing their unions’ “‘no cover”’
policy. |

The ten workers have been
reinstated, But union officials
have accepted management’s
right to ride roughshod over the
no-cover action jointly imple-
mented by NUPE, NALGO and
MATSA.

- The three week dispute—
which mobilised a 3,000-strong
march through Manchester on a
working day-has thus ended
with nothing resolved.

- The fight against the cuts
must be pressed home in Man-

‘chester as in every other area by

an alliance of public sector
workers in all-out action to
defend jobs and services.

Defend
“anti-
fascists

On  August 17 150
fascists marched = in
Nuneaton, proteéted by the
police. The fascists were

‘heavily outnumbered by

local trade wunionists and
anti-fascists. N

As a result of the march,

eight anti-fascists were arrested
for various offences. Their main
‘offence’ of course was anti-
fascism, -
- Two have already been tried
and fined by the courts. There
are, however, still six trials
outstanding. -

The -defendants are being
tried between November 27 and
December 6. There are likely to
be heavy fines imposed on them
—one has been charged with

‘biting a policeman’s thumb.

It is vitally important that

.the trade- union movement

rallies to the defence of these
people. |

The present climate of grow-
ing unemployment and mass
frustration amongst youth is a
fertile breeding ground for
fascism —-as witness the recent
British Movement march.

As the recession deepens,
these fascists will come out of
the woodwork and try to reach
disillusioned youth and workers
with their racist and nationalist
ideology. |

What is needed is a consis-
tent and vigorous workers move-
ment to drive the fascist scum
off the streets. .

This fight against fascism is
inseparably linked to the fight
against the Tories and capitalism
and the traitors in the Labour
and trade union movement who
do nothing to lead the working
class forward. |

Socialist Press readers are

~urged to fight for donations,

and sent money and messages

of support to NCAREF, 26
Westmorland Avenue,

Nuneaton.
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OUT OF FBU

As we go to press, fire-

men are preparing for the
first of the planned one-day
stoppages in support of
their pay agreement. |

Unlike their previous
struggle, they have this time
been assured of full backing
from the TUC and from the fire
officers’ union.

The FBU Executive is man-
dated to call a series of one-day
strikes as part of the fight to
force the employers to honour
the pay deal which ended the
bitter 9-week pay strike of
1977-78. ~

Under that deal firefighters’
pay is annually adjusted to keep
in line with the “‘upper quartile™
average male industrial earnings.

The resulting increase this
year would be 18.8%. But Tory
cash limits mean that councils
have offered the firemen no
more than a miserable 6%
increase—in clear breach of that
agreement. -

But some of the employers
are plainly reluctant to engage
in a protracted and potentially
expensive struggle with the FBU

Our address is:

] .
. - !

£10 from an 89-year old Surrey pensioner; £56 from a
Worcester reader and £325 from the Oxford WSL Bazaar
(with thanks due to all those involved in this splendid
effort) has pushed our total to £1157.65 out of our target
of £1500. This leaves us £342.35 to raise by the WSL
6th Anniversary Rally next Sunday 6 December.

So if we are to be able to announce by the end of the
collection at that rally that we have gone well over the top
in our fund drive we still need our readers and supporters
to send us some money in the next few. days.

- Well all be spending lots of money on ourselves in the
next few weeks as the Christmas Holiday approaches so
let’'s make sure we don‘t forget to send a little something
to the Socialist Press Special Fund first.

—using antique Green Goddesses
on standby at a cost of £1
million per day. |
They are still debating how
best to defuse the situation as
we go to press, while the I'BU
Executive waits at the Cora
Hotel for a phone call to
summon them to further talks.

Not negotiable

FBU members have made it
clear that in their view the
18.8% figure, embodied in a
hard-won agreement, 1s not
negotiable.

Yet the Financial Times 1is
speculating that a body of
employers may be ready to pay

the full amount—provided the.
FBU leaders agree to loss of jobs

through manning cuts.

.

Socialist Press Special Fund
BM Box 5277, London WC1IN 3XX

TRIKE

There are other reports care-
fully “Peaked’ that suggest a
compromise offer of around
15%. - -
In either case such offers
should be rejected out of hand.

On the one hand a lesser pay

settlement would signify the _

end of the 1978 agreement.

On the other hand, the FBU
has consistently refused to dis-
cuss the issue of manning levels
and the other issues of ‘produc-
tivity’ covered in the govern-
ment’s new Green Paper, as part
of the pay negotiations.

The Green Paper proposes
cuts in manning at fire stations
and reduced attendance at fires
and road traffic accidents.

In itself this is a whole new
attack on firemen. But in any

case such matters are discussed

Advance notice

SOCIALIST YOUTH
LEAGUE

BIRMINGHAM
+ Rally and dance
Four live bands

Saturday December 20
Digbeth Civic Hall

More details next week

at national level with the Home
Secretary and the Central Fire
Brigades Advisory Council, not

with local management. And
the FBU EC is already com-

mitted to a campaign against

the proposals.

The Green Paper stands as a
threat to firemen over and
above’ the present dispute on
pay.

" The one-day strikes must be
seen as a preparation to all-out
action in defence of the pay
agreement. '

With the issue of pay settled
the fight to defend jobs and
existing levels of service must be
carried through. -

Meanwhile the scandalous

moves by local authority union

negotiators to hold up their own
pay talks until after the FBU
claim is settled must be vocaily

- exposed and fought.

The maximum  possible
united action is necessary to
defeat the Thatcher offensive on
public sector workers.

‘The strikers
no vnion

Like any other strikers,
they are insulted and reviled
each day in the pages of the
Tory press.

Like any other strikers, their
grievances and demands are
distorted or ignored by the
media.

Like any other strikers, they
face vicious attacks not only
from the Tory gevernment but
also from reactionary Labour
MPs and otfler bureaucrats
within the workers’ movement.

But unlike other strikers the
struggle of the Irish republican
hunger strikers is literally one
involving life and death. Either
they succeed in their demand
for the restoration of privileges
attached to recognition of their
status as political prisoners, or
they will be dead within weeks.

- And wunlike many other
strikers, the hunger strikers can

- feel no confidence that their
" struggle will receive broad solid-

arity from the rank and file of
the British working class.

The seven Long Kesh hunger
strikers—John  Nixon, Tom
Feeley, Brendan Hughes,
Tommy  McKeéarney, Sean
McKenna, Raymond McCartney
and Leo Green—are now in their
fifth week of refusal to take
anything but salt and water.

They are growing rapidly
weaker, and will soon be on the
critical list. |

Women prisoners

On December 1 they were
joined in their hunger strike by
three courageous republican
women prisoners from Armagh

Gaol, where the ‘disty’ protest

by women in support of
political status has taken place
alongside the more publicised
‘blanket’ protest by the men of
Long Kesh. |

At the same time Pauline
McLaughlin, a young prisoner
from Armagh, remains critically
itll, her weight down to just over
four stone. She is not in hospital
but in a prison cell, denied

DEMONSTRATION

Political status now!
Troops out of Ireland!

Sunday 7 December
Assemble 1.00 p.m.
Speakers Corner

| leader will
— SUpporT

medical treatment.
Yet the British labour move-

‘ment—misled by the mass media

and by its own bureaucratic
leaders—has been agonisingly
slow to respond to the demands
of the Irish prisonersfor solidar- |
ity and support.

The prisoners are the victims
of British military repression in
the six counties of Northern
Ireland. Their “crime” is to
struggle to drive out a foreign
army of occupation from their
homeland and fight for the
democratic right of the Irish
people to determine their own
political future. -

Political courts

They have been seized by

. political police, subjected to

political torture and interroga-
tion; tried by political, no-jury
courts; and sentenced to
confinement in the Long Kesh
concentration camp for political
prisoners. . ’
"Yet Tory ' torture chief
Atkins, like his savage Labour
predecessor Mason, claims that
they are no more than common

~ criminals. And in this way they

have tried to crush their resist-
ance. -

The prisoners have fought
for four years for the restora-
tion of PoW status. They have
refused to wear prison clothing
or do prison work. In return

“they have been, subjected to

untold violence, intimidation

‘and deprivation. They have had.

enough.
The hunger strikes have now
become a focus for resistance to

British imperialism in Ireland.

Mass demonstrations have been
held throughout the six counties
and in the South. Token strikes.
have been held. The oppressed
Catholic minority is taking . to
the streets in their support.

Yet in Britain only 2,000
turned out on the November 15
demonstration for a British
withdrawal from Ireland. Trade
union and Labour leaders were
conspicuous by their absence.

This Sunday a further
demonstration has been called
in London, specifically in
support of the hunger strikers.
It must be supported.

Be  there! . Bring your
banners! Bring your union
leaders! Bring your Labour MP!

And if they’re not there,
demand to know why they sup-
port Thatcher’s war against the -
Irish people.

*Support the
strikers!

*PoW status now!

*Troops out of Ireland now!

*Self determination for the
Irish people! o

hunger

See the new film on H Block |

plus the film on Bolivia, ‘The
Courage of the People’
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