PHOTO: Laurence Sparham, IFL

SOCIALIST

Weekl

Aftiliated to the Trotskyist International Liaison

A few days after this
vear's TUC Congress winds
up, the Thatcher govern-

‘ment’s anti-union “Employ-

ment comes into

force.

It is a savage blow against
hard-won trade union rights.
It attacks the right to strike; the
closed shop; picketing rights;
working conditions and trade
union democracy.

Act’’

On top of the formal
provisions of the Act, the Tories
are to impose ‘‘Codes of
Practice” which still further
restrict union rights. |

On picketing, Prior's new

Code aims to:

*Restrict pickets to six in
number.

*Restrict their activity to
“seeking to explain their case”’
to would-be blacklegs.

*Ensure that each picket line

is presided over by a union
official with the task of policing
his own members.

*Prevent unions taking disci-
plinary action against scabs who
cross picket lines.

. Ballot vote

On the closed shop, the
Tories plan not only to make
the establishment of new closed
shops nigh on impossible—by
requiring a secret ballot vote
showing - 80% in favour of a
closed shop before such an
agreement is conceded —but also
to destroy existing closed shops
by calling for a fresh ballot on
the issue every few years.

Before long, thousands of
workers—whether they are
engaging in struggles during this
winter’s pay round; contemplat-
ing strike action or occupations

against cuts and closures: or -

struggling for the unionisation
of unorganised sections in order
to resist the attacks of the
employers—will come face to
face with this Tory legislation.

It is a major weapon in the
hands of the employers—a scabs’
charter designed to sap the mass
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Prior
strength of the working class at

a time when jobs and living
standards are under unprece-
dented attack.

But what have the union
leaders done to oppose these
anti-union laws?

A handful of
stickers have been
Sunday demonstration

leaflets and
issued. A
was
few

called on March 9. A
speeches have been made.

And on May 14 the TUC
reluctantly held its

‘Day of

Action’'—before which union
leaders fought alongside the
Tory press to restrict the scope
of strike action and dissipate the
growing anti-Tory militancy
within the working class.

The Tories were not fooled
for one moment by the empty
rhetoric of Len Murray and the
TUC leaders.

Afraid of members

They recognised at once that
these bureaucrats are much
more afraid of the potential
strength and independence of
their members than they are of
any Tory attacks on union
rights.

Sooner than lift a finger to
defeat Thatcher, the bureau-
cracy are prepared to see the
most fundamental union rights
stripped away.

This is why the TUC
Congress agenda contains no call
for all-out trade union action to
defy and defeat the Employ-
ment Act and its reactionary
provisions,

Instead there are mealy-
mouthed statements of “oppos-

SO YOU'RE THE WISE GUY WHO WANTS
US To STOP TALKING TO THE TORIES /

Socialist Press (5 September 1979) predicted last year’s TUC
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ition” to the Act, and calls for
a Labour government to repeal
it. Only NATSOPA and the
NUM even hint at action against

the new laws, For other unions 4
it is to be accepted as ““the law @
the next|§

of the land’’ until
Labour government!
But it is not only on trade

union rights that the TUC
leaders have thrown in the
towel,

As the Thatcher government
lays waste the social services,
health and education, the public

~ sector unions offer not one tan-

gible proposal for action to halt
the cuts.

And the entire agenda sports
only one resolution against the

Tory government. The Bakers’

Union calls vaguely for the TUC
to:

‘“give a lead to all affiliated
unions and their members by
mounting a campaign jointly
with the Labour Party against
the cuts in social spending and
the anti-union legislation. This
campaign should clearly aim to
bring down the Tory govern-
ment and bring to office a
Labour government pledged to
the socialist policies contained
in Clause 4—part 4—of the
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Labour Party Constitution.”

Yet despite the correct call
to “bring down the Tory
government” this motion gives
no clueé as to how this is to be
done.

Far from calling for the
necessary general strike action
to defeat Thatcher, the TUC has
set its face against even an
extension of the protest action
it called on May 14.

In a letter to Colin Barnett,
secretary of the NW Regional
TUC, Murray last week declared

Police in action against pickets at Adwest

that:
= “The General Council
recently consulted affiliated

unions and | must tell you there
iIs little or no support for a
repeat of the Day of Action in
the near future”.

Nor is the TUC content with
blocking any national level
action: Murray also went out of
his way to veto a regional
demonstration planned by the
NW TUC.

Laughably arguing that he
Continued page 11
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Iran rulers

o
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iran’s

“revolutionary

Islamic’’ - parliament has

selected a new Prime
Minister. |

And in doing so ‘it has

deepened the gaping wounds
which now disfigure the face of
the leadership which has emer-
ged in Iran since the over throw
of the Shah. |

The ° selected premier,
Mohammed Ali Rajaie, a funda-

- mentalist close to the majority

in new Sy

Islamic Republican Party, has

been rejected by President Bani
Sadr who is himself increasingly
“denounced . by the clergy as a
- “Westernlser

Khomeini

- The “‘‘guardian of the
nation’’, Avyatollah Khomeini,
has called for less
between the different sections
of the regime’s leadership.

- But there is little doubt that,
though he has not attacked Bani
Sadr as openly as some of the
other religious leaders, his
strong sympathies lie with the
new - Premier
fundamentalist wing of the IRP.

- The hysterical barbarism of.

this islamic crusade .continues to
grow.,

Everyday the lslamic courts

. carrry out several executions,
sometimes by stoning to death.
The victims of these attacks
are of many different kinds..
' Everyday some of them are
people charged with “‘moral
offences’'—prostitution, homo-
sexuality and drug trafficking.

Executions

Others are more directly
- political. 400 executions are
“expected of those alleged to be
associated with last - month’s

attempted coup against the
regime,

| It is hard to tell how many
other political enemies the

mullahs are disposing of in this -
convenient category; but they
have begun to single out some
left-wing leaders.

On July 24 Taghi Chahran,
leader of a Marxist-Leninist
group called Peykar
judicially 'murdered.

The biarbaric ‘inquisition has

conflict

and the most

“Was -

. tion of

behind,

The new Prime Mmsster has
already said that he cannot

- work with the elected President.

- And Bani-Sadr has said in his
turn that he may appeal to the
people over the heads of the
Prime Minister and Parliament.

The question now seems to

be not whether but how soon
this conflict will erupt into full
scale open war betwen the rival
factions of lran’s new rulers.
Not
desire of both groups to main-
tain and intensify the exploita-
Iranian workers and
peasants now seems able to
avert this fight.
- Increasingly marginalised by

the theocracy, Bani-Sadr and his -
likely to turn to .

friends are
imperialism and the remnants of
the dead Shah’s regime - for

support, | ~
Only the pursuit of the
independent interests of the

oppressed and exploited and the
fight to break them from reac-

tionary religious leadership can

permit the hopes aroused by the

fall of the Shah to be fulfilled

establishment of a
and peasants’ govem-

in the
workers’

ment in lran.

Bani-Sadr

‘even the undoubted

- considerable

The steadfastness and
heroism of Bolivia’s 50,000
miners and their families,
who have entered the fourth
week of their strike to bring

‘down the bloody regime of

General Garcia and his

cohorts, ha
military into crisis and made
e headway in
destroying the dictatorship.

- Last week a British journatist
who was later arrested and
expelled, was able to visit the
mine of San Jose, isolated from

the main complex of Catavi-
Siglo XX, where the workforce

had retreated down the shafts to -

continue the stoppage while the
bourgeois press had reported a
return to work, | -

‘“Death to the fascrsts fong
live the strikel” "was the
response of the miners who,
with the aid of  the local

‘peasantry have stockpiled food

for a siege of months if neces-

sary.
The third week of the dicta-
torship saw a significant increase

in repression, with the cutting

of telex communications with

' the outside world on August 7

in an attempt to forestall press
coverage of the carnage.

not yet begun to murder the

leaders of the much larger left
‘wing groups, the Islamic.Moja-
hedin :and the Fedayin, though
public threats against them are
becoming more common from
leading clergy.

- T his reg:me of mdrscrsmm-
ate terror is an essential aspect
of Iran's new religious leader-
shi'p,’

| Embarrassment

But -at the same time they

are an embarrassment to Presi-

dent Bani-Sadr and other
members of the existing govern-
ment like 'Foreign Minister -

Gotzabeh, who are attempting

to construct a regime which
looks a bit less barbaric and

theocratic.
Gotzabeh, like his predeces-
sor Yazdi and former Prime

Minister Bazargan, are already

being publicly denounced by
the more extreme muliahs.
Bani-Sadr, himself, who has
said that some of the executions
are. unnecessary, cannot be far

-

The desperate Crisis
facing the Begin government
in Israel has further inten-
sified in recent weeks.

A government which cannot
even name a number of major

Ministers and would be hard put

to get a majority of one in the
Knesset {parliament), has never-

‘theless supported the grabbing

of ‘settlements’ in the West
.Bank and the take-over of Jeru-
salem as ‘the eternal capital of
Israel’.

The Jerusalem measure was
moved ' by ‘an ultra-right wing
member of the Knesset who
does not believe Arabs have any

right at all to live there, or on

the West Bank.

It was carried with the
support of the Begin regime—
desperate for any measure to
whip up ‘popular’ support, and
of the leaders of the ‘Labour’

opposition, unwilling as usual to

resist. in any way the most
aggressive
Zionist colonialism.

" In ‘this situation iIn
politics, the main pressure on

the regime continues to come

mamfestat:o ns of.

Israeli

The reluctance of the
Labour opposition to force the

- pace against Begin, whom they

could probably press into an
election with little difficulty, is

indicative of the fact that they |
" have no way of dealing with the

ultra-Zionists who are running
the settlements, and carrying
out terrorist attacks on Pales-
tinian leaders.

It is this same pressure which
seems to lie behind the article in
the Washington Star of 7 August
claiming that the head of the
Israeli secret police'-—the Shin
Beth'—was resigning because ot
Begin’s reluctance to proceed
against those who bombed and
maimed the Palestlman mayors
in June,

The author of the Washing-
ton Star article, David Halevy,

“in fact holds a leading position

in the Jsraeli army, as do a

number of other correspondents

in Israel, such as Michael Elkins

.of the BBC.

it seems inconceivable there-
fore that Halevy's report did not
have its origins in the highest
reaches of Israel’s rulers.

have. thrown the -

The last two dispatches to be
sent from Bolivia contained two
statements by the Minister of
the Interior, Colonel Luis Arce
Gomez,

The first said all was “’peace-

ful and back to normal”; the
second threatened union leaders
with “‘military justice’’ if they
did not order a return to work.

In the last week nearly all
foreign : journalists have been
expelled, two jailed and an
almost total censorship imposed
—only the rightist El Diario is
allowed to publish.,

- This is principally because of

a number of reports which
detailed a new schism within the
ranks of the military, faced with
the enormous  social cost . of
implementing a  Chilestyle
dictatorship—or ‘pinochetazo’.
The military commander of
the key city of Cochabamba,

Col. Vargas Salinas, Minister of

Labour under Banzer, has with-
drawn his support from the
Junta.

A few days later he was
followed by General ‘Hugo
Echeverria, commander of the
motorized division in Santa
Cruz, Bolivia's second city and
Banzer’s stronghoid.

Echeverria has pulled his
tanks off the streets and refuses
to resign, whiie the powerful La

in grabs Jerusalem

from the extreme right.

Halevy even managed to
locate the West Bank settie-
menis the failed assassins' came
from, a judgement not denied
by anyone else.

Begin’s denial - that he
blocked the arrest of the
terrorists and the secret police
chief’s denial that he was resign-

ing over this may have been

enough to convince ordanary
Zionist supporters

Skillful

There can be no doubt that
the skillful Israeli secret police
could find the bombers that
struck on the West Bank if
indeed -their membership does

"not include those involved.

However the task of finding

- such people is not high on their -

list of priorities.
Probably of greater impor-
tance to them is to pursue the

-kind of faction fight indicated
" by the Halevy article, with the

possible aim of establishing an

even more right wing govern-

ment under the control of the
military.

-of rnil.itary
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The new Junta

Paz garrison has forbidden any
of its officers to take part in the

government.

It may be that Banzer, in

“harness with the American State

Department {which statéd that
it believed ‘more moderate
officers may soon take over’), is

manoeuvring to oust his pro-

Argentine colleagues with a

- remodelled dictatorship in a des-

perate effort to provide an alter-
native to both the crippled

‘democratic’ opposition and the

present butchers who have
proved incompetent imitators of
his 1971-78 dictatorship.

"~ Any such attempt to reno-
vate the Banzer dictatorship is
doomed to fail in the face of

" massive popular opposition, but

it may stilli be chanced.

Meanwhile, the junta

continues to imprison and kill
relentlessly. Conservative esti--

mates put the number of those
held in the La Paz football
stadium and the concentration
camp at Viacha at over 2 000

~The prime architect of this
‘state of internal war’ is Interior
Minister Arce,

He was responsible for many
of the murders committed by
the army on the ‘Night of San
Juan’ massacre of miners in
1967, is a drug trafficker, head
intelligence for

Begin
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" Chile.

body”’.

- peasants’

Natusch and now- inquisitor
general for the wretched oafl
Garcia.

In the last four days Arce

has brought in more help from

Argentine military intelligence
to “improve military vigilance’’
purge the army itself, flush out
the oppostion and refme torture
methods.

It has been widely rumoured
openly reported and does not
“seem unlikely that Juan Lechin,
president. of the COB {TUC),
was kicked to death by soldlers
after he was forced to make a
TV call -for resumption of
_normal work four days after the

-~ coup.

Arce would clearly rejoice in

" Lechin’s death but prefers the

greater political efficacy of .
- Argentine methods to those of

Videla himself announced
extensive aid for the bankrupt -
Bolivian economy but the

- cutting of US aid alone will lose

Bolivia - $250 million in two .

- years and with the Andean Pact
and the major European states

blacking the junta as well as the
loss of income from tin sales,
the dictatorship will require
massive injections of cash if it is
to survive for more than a few
- weeks.

When questioned about this,
“the new president of the Banco
Nacional, Fernando Bedoya, a
close friend of Garcia's stated:

- “Everyone is going to be

with us—Brazil, Argentina,
Uruguay, Paraguay and Chile—
and they will help us”
- - He added that arms and aid
had been offered by lsrael and
South Africa and that economic
assistance had also been
proferred by the Soviet Union:

“Gen. Garcia told us not to

‘accept it, but also not to refuse

it because if the Carter adminis-
tration doesn’t change its
position, we -will talk to every-
(New York Times, 7
August 1980).

if this statement is true, the
treachery of Stalinism has
reached new depths in actively

- bolstering counter-revolutionary

murder at the very moment that

the proletariat is fighting for its

very survival, when the life and -
death struggle against imperial-
ism is at its peak. |

CP members

It was several years before
Moscow began to seli T-54 tanks
to Pinochet or enter into arms
agreements with Videla; but in
Bolivia there is now the
prospect that the counter-revol-
utionary scum of the Kremlin
‘will aid and encourage the
butchering, present and future,
even of their own supporters in
the Bolivian CP, many of whom,
honest workers, have already
died in the struggle

That: such vile treason
against not only Marxism but
also elementary international

‘worker solidarity is well within -

the capacity of the Kremlin was
underlined last week by a visit
to Buenos Aires of a senior
‘Stalinist bureaucrat, Yuri Fokin,

Fokin made no mention of
Bolivia at all, expressed some
concern over Videla’s refusal to
sign the nuclear non-prolafera-

tion treaty, and then went on '

to state that the Soviet Union
was only interested in human
rights when there were ‘massive
violations’’, detailing the cases
of Ulster, Palestine and Chile

‘but making no mention of the

20,000 deaths
since 1976.

What is also remarkable at
least in the short term,,about“
the Kremlin’s apparent move is
that Hernan Siles’ UDP alliance,
of which the Muscovite CP is a
_part, has declared itself a
" Bolivian government in clandes-
tinity’ and is calling for recog-
nition by foreign states. |

This bourgeois democratic
revival still stands to capture the
allegiance of many workers, des-
pite the fact that it did so much
to disarm them in the face of
the coup.

. This development makes the
struggle for Trotskyist positions
and the call for a workers’ and
government in the
midst of the battie against the
dictatorship all the more
critical. o

in  Argentina
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INTERNATIONAL
Giscard “makes

poverty extinct”

With the elections for the
French Presidency looming,
current tenant of the Elysee
Palace, Giscard D’Estamg
has been busily covering all
his options.

In a bid to dispel doubts
about his interest in the welfare

of those members of the French.

population who don't own a

the misery of the poor.

To this end he |has
announced plans to appoint a
special ‘Minister of Poverty’.

Unfortunately, for those
who might be beguiled from
afar by such talk, his choice for
the post is none other than the
present Minister of Employ-
ment whose record was to see
unemployment rise by 250%!

A

been busy making alternative

- plans. It has been revealed that,
despite protestations to the
contrary, Madame d’Estaing—
Anne-Aymone-—has been
engaged in a large series of deal-
ings on .the French stock

- éxchange, the Bourse.
Using intermediaries through
Lazard’s Bank she has been

involved in over 300 deals in
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the past year, centring on shares '
in the Rhone-Poulenc group
currently in a major tie up with
oil giants EIf and BP.

Of course, no one is suggest-
ing that her inside knowledge of

Having thus played such an

 extensive role in the creation of
Giscard has launched a notional  ,yerty the Lionorable Minister

campalgn to “make poverty - jsobviously an ideal choice.

. extinct”. As the French satirical
In a heart rendmg statement  weekly Le Canard enchaine

title or play the stock exchange,

T L
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on 28 July he announced,
with the traditional lump in his
throat, that from January 1
1981 he intended to introduce
measures designed to wipe out

commented in its report ‘The
poor have really scored this
time”.

- Meanwhile, back at the
Elysee, Giscard and family have

policy has guided such dealings.
But, clearly, in ‘the fight against
poverty, for Giscard and family

charity begins at home.

‘rethink over

‘Afghanistan

The break of the French
Communist Party from its

Euro-Communist parties is
beginning to have internal
- repercussions.

Despite the fact that journal-
ists of the CP’s paper L 'Human-
ite have been constantly present
in Kabul it was decided by the
secretariat to send a special
representative on a Tact finding’
mission to see the Afghan
Party leadership.

The results of this can hardly
be cheering. In a confidential
report to Central Committee
members, Claude Gotignon
throws a number of spanners
into the bureaucratic works of
the party machine.
| Fn'stly he concludes that the
agrarian- reforms implemented
by the  Stalinist-sponsored
Taraki and Amin regimes were
essentially authoritarian and
 military, taking the form of the

The resistance of the
workers and peasants of
Bolivia against the Junta is
referred to in a separate
report in this issue of
Socialist Press.

Revolutionaries in Britain
must now build a campaign to
fight for solidarity action in
defence of democratic nghts in
Bolivia.

The development of this
campaign will be covered in
Socialist Press.

As a first step the follow-
ing resolutions are proposed
for raising in trade wunion
branches, particularly the NUM,
TGWU and other unions with
present and potential links with
Bolivian workers.

NUM leaders recently visited
Bolivia and had a return delega-
tion from the Bolivian miners’
union, the FSTMB.

enforced distribution of land —

without any deeds or titles—by

sections of the Afghan army.
This had, he explains, the

effect not only of antagonising

the Mullahs and feudal land-
lords, but also of alienating
sections of the peasantry who
found themselves moved in at
gunpoint.

In Kabul itself unemploy-
ment is rife with most shops and
craftsmen being forced to close

down.

Herein lies the source of the
unrest in the capital, with no
social group identifying their
interests with the Kabul party’s

regime,
According to  Gatignon,
Karmal, the Afghan party

leader, was forced to admit that

the legacy of past party policies

was so heavy that only a concer-

‘ted and united stand between

the warring factions could offer
any hope of a solution to the

Figh‘l’ for SO|id(Il'“Y

NUM leaders must translate
words into material support.

Transport  workers and
dockers in the TGWU must take
up the call for blacking of all
trade with Bolivia in defence of
the working class against imper-
ialism.

The export of arms to the
Junta and the import of
Bolivian tin in particular must
be stopped.
RESOLUTIONS FOR UNION
BRANCHES. ,

1) This (trade union branch’
deplores the recent military
coup in Bolivia and expresses
its solidarity with the struggle of
the miners, peasants and other

workers of Bolivia against the

new Junta.

It calls on the union to glve
maximum material sunport to
this struggle in: |

i) blacking of all trade with
the Junta and calling on the
TUC to organise a fuli-scale

‘internal crisis gripping the

country.

Karmal tactfully avoided
explaining how such unity could

be achieved.

But his Minister of Foreign
Affairs did have one piece of
advice for the

unwelcome
French CP.

While welcoming the French
comrade
Dost was careful to stress that
from their point of view, and
the point of view of Stalinism as
a whole, it was essential that the
French CP maintained good,
friendly relations with the other
Western European CPs—all of
whom failed to support the

Stalinists’ support,

Soviet invasion.
The message was clear.

“Unity” on a platform of
class collaboration is the name

of the game,

Back to the Eurocommunist

drawing boards, comrades!

——

blacking campaign.

il) participating in bulldm a |

national campaign of solldarlty,

iii) using all necessary means
to ensure that recognition and
aid are with-held from the Junta
by the British government.
RESOLUTION FOR LABOUR
PARTIES

This (Labour Party) deplores
the recent military coup in
Bolivia and calls on the NEC to
support all trade union action in
Britain in solidarity with the
miners, peasants and other
workers of Bolivia in -their

struggle tq overthrow the new .
‘Junta. It calls on the NEC to

ensure that all necessary means
are used to prevent British
government recognition of or
aid to the Bolivian Junta, and
further calls on the NEC to give
active support to a national
campaign of solidarity in Britain
with the Bolivian working class.

For the third time in
recent months workers at
the strategically crucial
SASOL plants—site of
South Africa’s massive oil-
from-coal energy project—
have come out on strike.

These strikers are part of an

‘unfolding mass movement of

workers and youth moving

forward and asserting their inde-

pendent strength in struggle
throughout the country.

Last month 18,000 black
construction workers at the
SASOL 3 plant were laid off
after taking strike action to
demonstrate their hatred for the
oppressive material conditions
under which they are forced to
hive and woik.

Following the bombing of
the SASOL 1 plant in June by
guerrillas. of the reformist
African National Congress, the
state sent in the army to bolster
the already substantial
repressive apparatus in
operation at the plants to
bludgeon the workers into disci-

plined submission.
The SASOL plants, one

- alone of which required capital

investments of over £1,000
million,
security concerns.

Besides the normal apparatus
of electronic security fencing
continuously patrolled by

armed guards with dogs and
strict surveillance over everyone

South A frican miners
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‘French Stalinists BLACK WORKERS
DEFY S. AFRICAN
REPRESSlON
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entering or leaving the complex,
the plants have ther own
special police force.

The workers live on site,
‘crammed together in barrack-

like compounds. They are
subject to a dusk-to-dawn
curfew, repeated on-the-spot
strip searches by security guards
and perpetual harassment from
the armed guards and troops

which patrol the compounds at

night.

Though the repressive might
of the apartheid state is enor-
mous, the" revolutionary
strength of the working class is
mightier by far.

When a worker, Patrick
Mtetwa, was shot dead by a
security patrol on the night of
July 13, workers at SASOL 3

went on a two-day rampage,
burning buildings and buses and

killing two whites before all

18,000 construction workers
came out on strike.

Last week, following a night
of violent struggle in which four
security guards were attacked
by angry workers while police
reinforcements used teargas in
an attempt to disperse them,
750 construction workers at the
SASOL 2 plant demanded
higher wages.

The workers, who are not
unionised, added their indepen-

~ dent strength to their negotia-

tions with management by
taking strike action. Within a
day they had won a pay rise,
which the bosses will not reveal.

While the majority of the
workers resumed work, 80 who

found the increase unaccept-

able were sacked.

These strikes are syn‘lpto-
matic of the  crisis-ridden
apartheld-capltallst system in
South Africa and testimony to
the growing strength and confid-
ence of the black working class.

Again and again, in the fac-
tories, mines, schools and com-
munities, black workers and

practice their determination,
combativity and willingness to
struggle to the end against the
system that oppresses and

- exploits them.

Obstacle

In the coming period, as
more and more workers move
into spontaneous struggles in
defence of their living standards,
the biggest obstacle they face is
the crisis of revolutionary
leadership.

The petit-bourgeois reform-
ism of the Stalinist-dominated
ANC is a noose around the neck
of the revolutionary workmg
class.

In an interview in thls week’s
Newsweek, Oliver Tambo, the
leader-inexile of the ANC,
underlined the path  thenr
betrayal would take should they
come to power on the backs and
blood of the working class.

Commenting on the counter-
revolutionary process set in
motion by Mugabe in Zimbabwe
Tambo said:

“Before. they (Zanu-PF)
took power, the leaders had
certain theories of what they

‘would do when in power, But
when they did take power, they

had to face up to certain

realities, This is the way it

would be in South Africa”.

Intervene

It is only Trotskyists who,
basing themselves ureconcﬂably
on the independent interests of
the working class and drawing

their strength from the courage
and initiative of the spontan-
eous struggles of the class, can

provide the political leadership
capable of breaking the strangle-
hold of petit-bourgeois national-

ism on the independent strivings

of the workers.

And it is only by mtervemng
in the day to day struggles of
the workers on the basis of a
revolutionary programme which
turns their spontaneous
struggles against the bosses into
the struggle of the whole class
against the capitalist system that
Trotskyists will demonstrate the
necessity for the building of an
independent revolutionary party
in South Africa (as a section of

the reconstructed Fourth Inter- -
national) to lead the strunggle for

communism.
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As if 'they had not
suffered enough from sixty
years of Tory government,
workers in the six counties
of Northern Ireland have

been singled out for a
special round of cuts by the
Thatcher government.

In a package of proposals
designed to give generous hand-
outs to employers, the Tories
have slashed over £44 million
from public, service spending,
while awarding an additional
£50 million to their big busi-
ness friends. ~

The budget of the Depart-
ment of the Environmerit 18 cut
by £24 million—over half of it
to take the form of cuts in the
desperately inadequate . housing
programme. |

£10 million is to be axed
from health and social security,
in a region where even official
statistics show mass poverty and
an average of 12.1% unem ploy-
ment. |

Arrogant, rich, reaction-
ary and anti-socialist though
he may be, Michael Hesel-
tine, the Environment
Secretary, is not the darling
of the Tory Party at the
moment. | S

He is the Cabinet minister
responsible for the virtual des-

truction of the public sector
house-building programme, over

the last 15 months, and for a
general housing crisis in which

an - all-party committee now
forecasts a shortfall of 500,000
houses by 19835.,

Flog; off

o\l

He is also ‘the man respon-
sible for the Tories’ Housing
Bill—designed to flog off exist-

ing council 'housing and thus

force growing numbers of
workers orito the private
market to pa.y ruinous prices for

‘houses or be screwed by rack-

renting Tory’ landlords.
But last week Heseltine only

‘scraped hiss Bill through the

Commons with the collabora-
tion of Shiadow Minister Roy
Hattersley, and at the expense
of an-albeit small—-concession
on the sale of old people’s
accommoclation.

Fiasco

The Tories would weather
this em barrassment better . if
Heseltinie was not also presiding
over anoOther fiasco—the drama-

tic flouting of his instructions

by over 200 out of 456. local
councils;. -
Toldi by Heseltine to cut

|cut to finance
repression

...........

A

£10 million is to be cut from
education spending. And the
fuel assistance grant paid with

- Councils bust
Heseltine’s | d: {1V

Nlimits

their spending by a further 2%
or £700 million on their actual
1978-79 spending, only around
180 councils appear to have

~done so.

And 75% of those outside

 the limits are Tory-controlied

councils—whose earlier savage
cuts had left them with little
leeway for further cuts.
Certainly most of the 21
biggest overspenders are Labour
controlled London boroughs.
~ But a question remains: if
145 Tory councils are standing
firm against Heseltine’s latest

cuts, why are not all Labour

councils taking a similar stand?

The workerss movement —
trade unions and Labour activ-
ists—must unite in action to
force Labour councillors to defy
the Tory cuts, maintain existing
services, reject rate or rent
increases, and fight for the
defeat of the Thatcher govern-

“ment.

Heseltine

.
PO

supplementary benefit to enable
working class families to pay
electricity bills is to be scrapped

in November. - -

The cash saved by these
savage cutbacks is to be paid out
in one way or another to
capitalist holdings, in the six
counties. ~ |

£30 million is to be handed
to the electricity board to sub-
sidise its supplies to industry
which at present are more
expensive than in the UK.

Sports cars

£14 million is to be given to
the American De Lorean sports
car project—which, at £67

million, is one of the most ludi-

crously expensive job creation
ventures ever dreamed up in
Britajn, and is in financial crisis
before a car is even produced!
£7 million is to go to the
Harland and Wolff shipyard.

All in all, £80 million out of
the £98 million Tory package
takes the form of cash aid to
employers.

And to help contain the
inevitable further anger these
measures will spark in the
oppressed nationalist popuka-
tion, the Tories have generously
allocated an additional £10
million to the  “security
services’’.

But the £10 million boost
for the army of occupation and
the thugs of the RUC and UDR
was not enough to win the sup-

i

GANG

Preparing for the ‘boom’

News that the govern-
ment intends to spend £45
million on civil defence was
greeted with some ridicule
in the pages of the news-

papers.

The amount was divided.
The government after all has
advised the public to whitewash
the insides of windows to ward
off the effects of nuclear war.
For £45 million it would not
even be possible to buy enough
whitewash. .

_ Britain was compared
favourably to America {and to
the Soviet Union, which has
been building nuclear shelters
into the basements of new
homes since the war. In the case
of the Soviet Union this infor-
mation was supposed to be
further evidence of evil intent).

It was not pointed out of
course that the £45m will be
spent neither on whitewash nor
on fallout centres for the
public.

-~ Instead it will be used to
build the skeleton (if that is the
right word) of a paraliel admin-
istration which will wield the

| baton of bourgeois rule after

the holocaust.
"~ Nuclear holocausts are ‘acts
of war’ in the language of insur-
ance companies. |

Hurricanes on the other

hand are ‘acts of God'—{(a good
description for that savage
vortex of wind and rain that
blunders blindly in all directions
killing indiscriminately).

The population of Central
America does not therefore
whitewash its windows but flees
instead, seeking some building
capable of withstanding gusts of
130 mph. |

More than 100 people have

died in the wake of Hurricane

Allen in the United States,

Mexico, Jamaica and Cuba.
Tens of thousands have had
their homes destroyed,

|

port even of Loyalist leader lan

Paisley, who denounced the -
plan as doing “little or nothing™

to create new jobs.

In reality the impact of the
cuts will be to create still more
unemployment in the six
counties—unemployment which
will once again fall largely on
the backs of the Catholic work-
ing class, though increasingly
affecting the Loyalist workers as
the recession gathers pace.

Within the confines of the
sectarian six county Orange
Statelet, dependent upon the
military might and economic
fortunes of a waning British
imperialism, there is no hope of
securing the right to a job or
decent living standards for the
Irish working class, Loyalist or
nationalist.

Stranglehold

‘Only in the context of a
break from the stranglehold of
imperialist finance capital, and
the fight for a planned socialist
economy in a united Irish
workers’ republic could the

necessary programme of public
works be undertaken that would’

create new jobs for the mass
unemployed, beth North and
South. o

It is in this context that
though at present the national
struggle is almost exclusively

This did not prevent the
Telegraph from having a little
fun with the hurricane, ridicul-
ing the naming of hurricanes
with male names and asking
how anyone could take serious-
ly sorhething calied Hurricane
Brian. | o

‘The London evening papers
have been no less parochial,

They saw the real disaster
being that of those poor British
holidaymakers who had had
their holidays ruined. |

The horror stories they
recounted were of early flights
home and half-completed sun
tans,

Such insular cailousness is a

long known trait of the British

press epitomised in the Times

headline over a one paragraph .

story: ‘“‘Small earthquake in
Chile: Few dead”.

There is however no level of
human misery from which capit-

~alism is too squeamish to make
. money.

As the constructors and
money lenders wait for the
hurricane to pass so they can
offer their Ilucrative services
towards rebuilding, so do the
two-bit companies in Britain
which are springing up—even
faster than double glazing con-
sultancies—to offer you {(for the

price of two Carribean holidays) |
- your very own nuclear fall-out

shelter,
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" Terry Eagleton

under the Ileadership of the]
republican movement, the work-|
ing class in the six counties|
must be mobilised to take the
lead in the struggle to drive out]|
the British imperialist troopsi
and assert the right of the Irish|
people to determine their oWni
political future.

The struggle for this requires
the tangible support of the
British workers’ movement in
taking up the demand for the
immediate withdrawal of British
troops from Ireland. !

~ Lobby

the
S TUQ@

A lobby of the TUC]

- Congress at Brighton will be

held on Wednesday
September 3 by supporters
of Tameside Trades Council.

Tameside - was disaffiliated
by the TUC earlier this year for
the “‘crime” of convening a
labour movement conference on
Ireland. '

Since then over 46 Trades
Councils have passed resolutions
condemning this decision. Over|
a third of the delegates at the
annual conference of Trades
Councils supported Tameside |
against the TUC.

A body of support 1is
developing that can provide the
basis for a fight to overturn the
bureaucratic. decision made by
TUC leaders committed to

defence of the role of British)|
imperialism- in Ireland, and to]|

Labour’s “bi-partisan” policy of|
collaboration with the Tories on|
the Irish war. | !

This is also reflected in the
Labour Party with the growing
support for the Labour Com-
mittee on Ireland and the
increased number of resolutions
on Ireland tabled f-t this year’s
conference.

~The e lobby will
assemble at 12 a.m. at Brighton
rail station, and march to the g
TUC Congress. - |

Therée is to be a public
meeting ‘Tameside and the
Fight Ahead’ to be held on the
same evening at 7.30 p.m. at
the Resources . Centre, North
Road, Brighton. .

Socialist Press readers are
urged to support this lobby as
part of the fight against imper-
ialist oppression in Ireland.

Makers of

B Modern
Marxismilill

NOW AVAILABLE
This new Socialist Press
Pamphiet contains articles by
on . marxist-
theoreticians from the time of
the Comintern to the present
day-—-Lukacs, Korsch, Gramseci,
Benjamin, Marcuse, Sartre and
Althusser. |
Price 65p including P&P
from WSL, BM Box 5277,
London WC1V 6XX. :
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Jimmv Reid welco nes Tory
Enerprise Zon

Last week was an out-
standing one for two of the
most opportunist figures n
‘the Scottish labour move-
ment.

Remember James Reid,
“hero”” of the UCS work-in of
1972, darling then of the Com-
munist Party and the Labour
Party left, exrector of Glasgow
University and fervent expound-
er of the Sermon on the Mount?

Readers may well ask where

is he now? We can reliably
‘+ report that he is alive, well and

busily welcoming the establish-

ment of an ‘‘enterprise zZone”
in Clydebank.

.~ In an article in the Glasgow
Herald last week, Reid praised
the government’s decision to
convert the site of the now
redundant Singer factory into a
minjature Hong Kong of super-

exploitation. -
Having betrayed the struggle
of the shipyard

Clydeside

meking s
war “thinkable’

As he enters what
promises to be the death-
‘throes of his miserable Presi-
dency, Jimmy Carter has
made  further moves to

appease the extreme reac-
tionary forces who have

thrown their weight behind

Ronald Reagan’s Cold War
candidacy.

Not only has Carter taken
the first steps towards reintro-
ducing conscription for

American youth; massively
increased the US arms budget;

- most

¢

workers in 1972 with the
farcical ‘““work-in> policy (also
advocated by his fellow CP
members James Airlie and
Sammy Barr), Reid them

jumped into the fold of the

Labour Party.
After standing unsuccessful-

ly for Parliament at the last

General Election (failing to
unseat Gordon Wilson in
Dundee) he then gave up his

job as a shipyard worker to

occupy - his time writing a
column for the arch-Tory
Glasgow Herald in which he
now expounds Rhis reactionary
VIiEWS.

The point being reached
where he can now advocate
Tory industrial policies which
have been rejected by even the
timid reformists, the
question must be, where does
James Reid go next?

No doubt in the same direc-
tion as Keir Bloomer, leading
ficure in the EIS, Scotland’s

and openly threatened to use
military force to preserve impet-
ialist control in the Middle East
and other strategic areas; he has
now signed Directive 59, which
fundamentally changes US
military perspectives. |

As a result of this, the fire
power. of the gigantic = US
nuclear arsenal will be targeted
to .a much greater extent on
Soviet military targets—missile
emplacements, command
bunkers, troop concentrations
and transport centres.

In other worlds the prospect

biggest teachers’ union.
Bloomer went on record last

week as being in favour of the

closure of two of Scotland’s
teacher training colleges,
Callender Park in Falkirk and
Hamilton in Lanarkshire. «
Herein he finds himself in
total agreement with George
Younger, the Tory Secretary of
State for Scotland, who
announced the closures in a
written statement last week.
Interestingly, Craigie

College, which was also under.

threat, has been reprieved; this
may have something to do with
it being within Younger’s own
constituency.

It might be imagined that
Bloomer who is, after all, the
union’s chief negotiator on
salaries and conditions, includ-

- ing those of many college lectur-

ers, would be interested in
opposing the closure of these
colleges.

Perish the thought!' Mr

is opened up of a future attempt
at a limited American nuclear
strike: against the USSR,

| stopping short of the traditional

concept of Mutually Assured

Destruction which has been the
basis of strategy on both sides

since a virtual balance was
achieved in the 1960s.

With trigger-happy Cold War
generals in the Pentagon longing

for an opportunity to put their

billions of dollars worth of
nuclear hardware to destructive
use, this shift of policy by
Carter opens up a far greater
danger of nuclear war.

Bloomer wears many hats. In
one capacity he may be a union
negotiator, but in another he is
a leading figure on the General

Teachmg -Council which adjudi- -
suitability of

cates on the
Scottish teachers, and in that
capacity, he has

Fewer colleges
Falling school rolls, he
reasons, can only mean less

‘teachers and therefore fewer

colleges. In this he is certainly
consistent for he also fiercely

~opposes any attempt to make

reduction of class sizes a
priority in union negotiations.

It was a bad week for the
Scottish working class with
mounting tinemployment, rising
prices and further cuts in their
social services.

But it was a good week for
the opportunists.

Carter

It is precisely such generals
and imperialist chiefs who stand
eagerly behind the shoulder of
geriatric  reactionary Ronald
Reagan, the most likely next US

President.

An insight into the way such

right wingers want to use the
nuclear weapons at their
disposal is offered by the revela-
tion of secret papers of Harry S.
Truman, US President during
the height of the Korean War.
Stung by the military defeats
inflicted on the imperialist UN
ground forces—in particular the

repulse by Chinese troops of

.
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Devsiatzon in Hzroshzma 1945

frequently
advocated college closures. -

Reagan

General MacArthur’s attempted

- crossing of the Yalu river in

1950—Truman looked to the
growing US nuclear arsenal to
compensate. |
In a note in his private
journal in January 1952 he

wrote:
“It seems to me that the

proper approach now would be
an ultimatum with a 10-day
expiration limit. Informing

Moscow that we intend to

blockade the China coast from
the Korean border to
China, and that we intend to
destroy every military
Manchuria, mcludmg submarine

bases, by means now in our

control—and if there is further
interference we shall eliminate
any ports or cities necessary to
accomplish our peaceful
urposes.
“This means all-out war. It

means that Mos.cowi St. Peters- -

burg, Mukden, Vladivostock,
Pekmg Shanghal, Port Arthur

'Dalren Odessa,- Stalingrad an(i

every manufacturmg plant in

- the Soviet Union will be ehm

inated.

“This is the final chance for
the Soviet Government to
declde whether it desn'es to
survive or not.”

Truman of course had been'

the man who ordered the
dropping of nuclear weapons on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945
—-not so much to crush an
already  defeated  Japanese
imperialism, as to threaten the
Soviet bureaucracy with the
new destructive force now in
the hands of American capital.

Attack

The frenzied US military
build up with Truman’s Cold

War period was clearly seen by

the imperialists as a means of
waging a renewed drive for the
“liberation” of the Eastern
European buffer states from
Kremlin control and an attack
on the nationalised property
relations of the USSR itself.
There is no doubt whatever
that in the Cold War of 1980,
both US and British mmperialists
are again seeking to secure a
military superiority over the

Indo-

base in.
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Soviet Union and the deformed
workers’ states of Europe, Asia

~and Cuba.

Meanwhile the immense cost
of such programmes—3$60 billion
for the American MX missile
system; £10 billion for the
British “Trident’” submarine

“missiles—is being inflicted on

the working class in the form of
cuts in social services, health
and education as military
budgets soar upwards.

In countering such aggresswe |
moves, the Soviet bureaucracy 1s
not engaging in an arbitrary

““arms race” (as the pacifists

would have us believe). It is
taking vital steps to defend
workers’ states against the
material threat posed by 1mper-
ialism.

- This is why the Labour
Party’s call for “multilateral
mutual disarmament’ is both a
vain hope and a reactionary
diversion from the task of
defeating the imperialist offen-
sive, which requires the struggle

for the unilateral disarmament

of the imperialist powers, and
the unconditional defence of
the Soviet Union from attack.

Opposed struggles

Yet such defence cannot rest
simply on modern weaponry
and vast armies. The imperialist
threat to the USSR has been
increased many times -over by
the reactionary politics of the
Kremlin bureaucrats, who, in
seeking to strike a world-wide
deal with ~imperialism, have
consistently opposed struggles
by workers in the post war
period to overthrow lmpenallst
governments.

Neither the politics of
Stalinist ‘“‘peaceful coexistence”
peddled by the Communist
Parties, nor the utopian schemas
of the reformists and pacifists
can offer a way forward for the
working dass in the struggle
agamst impenialist war.

A revolutionary leadership is
needed, committed to the inde-
pendent struggle of the working
class to overthrow its imperialist
rulers and the Stalinist bureau-
cracies in the deformed workers’
states.
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BL zwofk&érs maréh in defence of Derek Robfnson."

A reformist trade union
leader, as every class con-
scious worker knows, is one
who accepts that capitalism
is necessary (in many cases
thinks it is desirable) and
sces his or her job as
attempting to obtain a few
concessions

system itself is not threat-
ened and his or her own
privileged position within it
is maintained.

This. political position lies
behind the numerous betrayals
which the leadership foist on
the working class, particularly in
a period of severe economic
Crisis.

Nowhere are such betrayals
more clear than in British

Leyland where reformist leaders

face the issue most difficult for

them—the crisis of profitability

of the Company.
Acquiesce

It is of course not new for
trade union leaders to acquiesce

to closures or redundancies. It is

not new for them to do behind-

.~ the-scenes deals and to sell out

struggles.

What was new in BL when
the FEdwardes plan = was
announced last September was
that the leadership of the Con-
federation of Shipbuilding and
Engineering Unions (the CSEU)
actually supported the closure
of the 13 plants and 25,000
redundancies.

They actively argued that it

was necessary, and railroaded

the plan through the shop stew-
ards movement.

They were themselves
responsible for ensuring that the
plan was accepted by organising

within the
system —providing the

the infamous secret ballot

jointly with the management.

They recommended the 90,000
workforce to vote 25,000
threatened people out of a _]Ob.

Not surprisingly, this
collusion, and the confusion it
created, resulted in a 7-1 vote In
favour of the plan.

Robinson

This vote was quickly turned
to full advantage by manage-
ment who  sacked Derek
Robinson with the help of the
right wing of the AUEW and the
Communist Party—in this way
seeking further to intimidate
and discipline the BL work-
force

The “left wing’” of the trade
union movement, represented
by the TGWU at the "time, took
an outwardly more rnlhtant line.

They loudly opposed the

Edwardes plan. But at the same
time they refused to do any-
thing about it, preferring to hide
behmd the ‘decisions of the
Confed—in which they were a
minority rather than using the
weight of their majority
membership position in BL.
- They, of course, had no
alternative policies to offer any
way other than their standard
appeals to the government for
more investment and for the
reactionary, nationalist policy
of import controls.

Profitability

But Moss Evans still had a
problem. Management were

“saying they were bankrupt.

After all, if the profitability

simply was ‘not there, and the

market share was still falling,
how could you force BL to con-
tinue to employ 25,000 workers
-that it didn’t need?

Faced with a classical

capitalist problem, and devoid
of any socialist solution, Evans
turned for advice to the capltal-.
ists themselves.

He decided to commission a
Paris-based group of capitalists
—Euro Finance Ltd—to produce
a study of BL and to advice the
TGWU on what its policy
should be!

Accordmgly on the basis of
the very substantial fee paid to
them by the TGWU, Euro
Finance Ltd produced a lengthy
report. It said that the major
problems which BL has is the
refusal of the TGWU to give
wholehearted support to the
Edwardes plan!

The report of course did not
put its conclusions in terms as
clear as that. They were
couched in a mask of objectivity
but behind this was their clear

class position.
Partnership

The report ‘assessed’ the
various options open to BL, and

concluded that the best option
for BL would be a partnership

with another manufacturer with

whom they would pool develop-

ment costs—probably Honda.
The report criticises - the

Edwardes plan but then goes on

to say that there is no point in
even discussing various options
to the Edwardes plan unless BL

_is going to survive—and it will
“only do that if the Edwardes

plan is supported or manage-
ment persuaded by force of

~ argument to change it!

In any event the main point
is to support the management.
The report puts it in this way:

“At BL Cars in particular,
the period 1980-83 will be
critical. Depending on their
force, short term shocks to BL
Cars dunng 198083 could

“trigger collapse of the business,

although more probable would

‘be further sharp reductions in

the fixed cost base, i.e. plant
closures, investment cuts and
manpower reductions”.

Later on it explains:

“Support for measures to
limit BL’s exposure to short-
term shocks is tantamount to
support for the BL 1980 plan”.
(The Edwardes plan.)

Advice

- The report ~ concludes by'
giving its advice to the TGWU:
“From the confusion of the

current situation, it seems to us

that the TGWU should focus on
the questions of limiting BL’s

exposure to short term shocks

and the crucially important
LC10 programme,

G..)

This is not- meant to imply
that everything be surrendered

to short-term exigencies and the .

LC10 programme. But it may
mean having to face both ways
atonce [!].

This is because the hard
guestions about BL Cars future
under the 1980 plan will not go

“away,-however much short term

support the Company can

‘muster, and however smoothly
the LCI0 programme is kept
rollmg

But there will not be any
hard questions about BL Cars
manufacturing future if LC10
fails to meet plan targets™.

Well, it is certainly not
necessary for Euro Finance to
explain to the leadership of the
TGWU how to face both ways
at once.

They are past masters at the

exercise.
But what this conclusion to

the report means is that Moss

Evans has expended a large sum
of union funds snnply to be

Grenville Hawley
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told what BL management have
never ceased to say—if you
don’t knuckle under, BL will
close down and throw you ali
out of a job.

It didn’t need thousands of
pounds to get that answer.
Edwardes would have told them
for nothing as he has done
thousands of times in the past.

The report, however, had a |

very big effect on the TGWU

. leadership.

At the June meeting of the
General Executive ‘Council it
was decided to continue oppos-
ition to the Edwardes plan:

“‘antil such times as senior
stewards have had an oppor-
tunity to assess the contents of
the report”.

In other words they will end
their opposition as soon as they
can get it organised.

When the senior stewards
met shortly - afterwards they
were handed a document which
claimed that the Euro Finance
report “substantially supports™
the views of the TGWU on the
Edwardes plan.

This is rather bizarre, since

the report advocated that the

Edwardes plan be supported in
the absence of .an alternative

~acceptable to the Company!

.Working gronp

The document proposed that

~a “small working group” be set

up to draw up a plan for BL.
“Buro - Finance have
sketched in the background”,
it explained, “a small working
group could put the flesh on
these bones and return within a

month with a reasoned argu-

ment which would engage the
confidence of all those
involved™,

What is needed argues the .

docum ent, 1s:

“a consensus on the way,

‘participation’ under the Labo

‘ment, designed to keep the fad

“declared. He thought this wou

. —there is complete agreemes

forward’’ and a ‘““declaration o
intent”’ by the TGWU, by Bl
and by the government. -

In other words, the years o

government and Ryder, whicl
did so much damage to th
trade union movement withi
BL, are to be replaced by

]omt ‘“declaration of intent
with Thatcher’s Tory gover

torles running at all costs.

“Three years peace”

Any doubt about i
seriousness of this turn or th
support it will get from t
increasingly bureaucratise
convenors, was dispelled by ti
statement made to the press b
Grenville Hawley, TGWU Aut«
motive Group National Secr
tary, when he emerged from th
convenors’ meeting.

It was necessary to ha
“three years peace” at BL |

be accepted because “there
not been a mlhtant voice rai
at the meeting”. -

- The TGWU report that
been produced accepts t
Euro ‘Finance report m alm
its entirety. .

The exception is on i impa
controls. Euro. Finance mg
the case for import controls
but also point out the conts
dictions—particularly Bl
intention to become the spe:
head of Honda penetration in
the European market throyj
the Bounty. -

But apart from this—whi
the TGWU report simply i lgno

In fact the TGWU report
scissors and paste -job-
clippings from Euro Fi
and sections produced by
TGWU research department
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By
Bill Peters

It amounts to 40 pages of

crass comment about the car
industry designed to cover up a

very deadly sting in the tail

Like Euro Finance it calls
for a parinership with another
company and for more mvest-
ment into BL. S

But whereas Euro Finance
call for three years of peace and
say that any sharp shock would
finish the company, the TGWU
actually makes it much more
specific.

In the key section they call

for government funding of
£1,532 million by 1985. In
return for this they make the
following proposals:
~ “It would be the height of
folly to embark on the
committal of resources on this
scale unless other measures were
taken to ensure at least some
guarantee of success. |
"We see there being five
major inter-related areas that
have to be envisaged:

1. drastic but selective
~ controls over imports
2.  declared movement

towards a full scale partnership
3. substantial revitalisation
of engineering resources -
4. continuity of physical
output
- 5. adequate investment .
~ All five points have to be
taken together as they embrace
the short term* objective of
establishing the viability of the
Cars division and the medium
term objective of forming part
of a2 two million unit/annum
combine, -
Beyond that time scale,
11995-2000, the issues are rather
speculative. All the points are
now examined in some detail™.

- The key to it all, of course,

is *“‘continuity ‘of physical out-
put”. This is as near as you can
get to a no-strike clause. -
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The notorious issue of Leyland Mirror

It is the logic of the Ryder
report—that the interests - (or
survival) of the Company comes
first—put down in writing in a
document compiled by the
major union in the car industry.

" This is exactly the argument
used time and time again by
Terry Duffy. |

It was the reason Duffy and
the Confed accepted the
Edwardes plan in the first place
(and collaborated in the sacking
of Robinson). |

In the words of Alex Ferry
(Duffy’s man in the leadership
of the Confed):

“Michael Edwardes gave us a

look over the precipice and we
didn’t like what we saw”,
Exactly the same argument

was used by Duffy when he

urged: acceptance of the 5%
offer and 92 pages of strings.
And it was exactly the argu-
ment used by Jack Jones and
Hugh Scanlon to force in the

‘Ryder plan and the collabora-

tionist ‘participation’ commit-

tees which did so much damage

g) the shop floor movement in
L.

At that time we had Jones
and Scanlon on the front page
of the Leyland Mirror saying—
KEEP WORKING! -

In BL the Jones/Scanlon
right wing axis of 1976-78 has
now been replaced by the

'Evans/Duffy axis of 1980.
- The logic of reformism is

inexorable. Moss Evans seemed

verbally far away from Terry

Duffy.
He took different positions
on Labour Party reform. He

seemed far away from Dufly in

the Ford strike and the lorry
drivers’  strike-both  1issues
where the question of capitalist
profitability did not appear to
be so clearly posed.

Involved

But once Evans became
personally involved in BL things

‘were quickly different.

His spectacular collapse last
April during the strike in the
Midlands plants over the impos-
ition of the 5% wage offer and
92 pages of strings was the key
turning point.
~ No doubt Edwardes gave
Evans a quick look over the
same precipice that had given

Alex Ferry vertigo six months
earlier. ‘ |
When the chips were down,

the left and the right came
together in defence of capital-
ism. |

will be getting his document
accepted by the management—
despite the inducement of a no-
strike clause. |

For the government, the
additional finance called for will
be unacceptable. But this does
not make the document any less
dangerous. |

Evans’ problerﬁ of course

Whether or not the. docu-
ment becomes formally
accepted, the ‘‘declaration of
intent’” spells out the attitude of
the TGWU leadership.

It says clearly that the

problems of the management
are more important than even

the most basic trade unton prin-
ciples. | | |

The point will not be lost on
Edwardes or the government.

Secondly the document is
immediately damaging to the
struggle for the wage review. It
provokes discussion about the
viability of the Company at just
the point when all attention
should be turned towards the
negotiations due to begin for
the November wage review.

" But the document is not the
only problem the workers face—
although it is the most far-
reaching. |

When the bargaining struc-
ture in BL is taken into account

‘it can be seen that BL workers

are in a very difficult position
indeed. B
The fact is that since cor-
porate bargaining was intro-
duced 18 months ago BL
workers have had no means of

expressing their collective view

except through a highly bureau-
cratised Joint Negotiating Com-

mittee—which had no powers to
“call strike action even if its

decisions could have been influ-
enced by the shop floor.

Last April even this body
was virtually disbanded after it
supported the strike in the

. Midlands plant.

" Not influenced

A committee comprised of
national officials who could not

" be influenced in any way by the

shopfloor was set up, with
powers to override the JNC.

It quickly used these powers
to sign a highly controversial
procedural agreement over the
heads of the BL workforce
which effectively crushed any

opposition to the new  five

~grade structure forced in by

management.
 Whilst: TGWU officials and

leading convenors have been

 Demonstration against the Edwardes plan

drawing up the document and
giving away the right to strike,
nothing has been done to recon-
stitute the INC in order to clear
the way. for wage negotiations
to begin. |

‘They  have  completely
icnored the campaign waged in
some plants for a democratic
representative JNC to be set up
based on a representative con-
ference of BL workers.

In the Cowley Assembly
Plant workers signed a mass
petition on these lines and
copies were sent to every level
of the TGWU inside and outside
of BL—but no response has
been forthcoming. .

Edwardes ‘meanwhile has

" been far from complacent. He

has called for the JNC to be
permanently replaced by a com-
mittee comprised solely of
national officials, and has sent
proposals on these lines 1o the
general secretaries of the unions
concerned. '

He has also made the major
tactical move of withdrawing
BL from  the Engineering
Employers Federation from 1
August 1980.

The implications of this are
farreaching for BL workers.

From 1 August all agree-
ments negotiated with the
Federation covering minimum
rates, premium  payments,
holidays and hours of work will
cease to exist. - .

" Yet not a word has reached

the shop floor from the unions.

They have been too busy

w

| *Since this article was com-
pleted more information has
become available on the ‘recon-

stitution’ of the JNC. It appears

that the Confed has met and
considered two proposals—one
from the TGWU calling for pro-
portional 'representation, and

one from Michael Edwardes,

calling for more national
officers and fewer convenors.

" The JNC met last Friday but
nothing was resolved. No

 further moves towards ‘recon-

stitution’ will now take place
until  August 27. Meanwhile
there is no JNC and therefore
no means of negotiating wages.

trying to solve the company’s
profitability problems at the
expense of their members.

It is obvious that another
major attack on BL workers 1s
in the offing. |

Edwardes will use the crisis
in the industry and his with-
drawa! from the Federation fo

.launch another vicious package

against BL workers in reply to
the review. | |
The Combine Committee has
not met since Derek Robinson
was sacked. Its first meeting
since that time is scheduled for
Wednesday of this week. |
" It is crucial that the com-
mittee takes the decision to
reject all capitalist “solutions”
to the problems of BL workers.
It must tackle the question
of democratic representation of
BL workers on a reconstituted
INC. The Cowley Assembly
Plant has placed this on the
agenda and it is crucial it is
supported. ‘

There is no reformist answer -~

to this attack. The problems of
BL are the problems of capital-
ism which is in acute economic
crisis on a world scale.

Workers are not the cause of
this crisis. They have no
influence over it and no respon-
sibility towardsit.

Their only answer can be to
defend  their  independent
interests against the interests of
capitalism. -

That means not  selling the -
right to strike but exercising it.

It means using the strength
of the trade union movement to
stop the closures and redundan-
cies now. |

*Work sharing on full pay!

*Open the books of BL and
its suppliers and distributors to
an elected committee of rank

~ and file trade unionists!

*For a nationalised, integra-
ted, automotive and compon-
ents industry. |

*Eor a democratic, fully
representative, negotiating com-
mittee elected at a delegate con-
ference. - |

*For a wage claim to re-
establish the standard of living
of BL workers and a sliding
scale of wages to protect the
new rates against inflation. |
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Part three of a series by Jack Burnett

While the main thrust of
Prior’s anti-union Employ-
ment Bill is to weaken the
labour movement in future
battles with capital, he has
also taken a little time off
to deliver a few blows
against the present condi-
tions of the working class.

James Prior’s right hand man
in the House of Lords, the Earl

of Gowrie explained the ration-

ale for these attacks when he
criticised Parliament for having

in the past passed legislation

that had:
““accustomed the electorate

to a greater degree of mental
and physical comfort than our

national situation allows”,

A state of affairs that the
present government are ener-
getically reversing!

Reverse

Here the attack is to reverse
the most paltry and inadequate
of gains made in recent years.

Only four years ago there
was no statutory protection of
pregnant women’s jobs. Before
1976, maternity rights
depended on individual agree-
ments, and how seriously the
well-organised sections of the
labour movement thought of
women’s rights is well expressed
in the national agreement in
engineering that covers 400,000
women workers and had absol-
utely nothing to say on mater-
nity leave or pay.

The Employment Protection
(Consolidation) Act of 1978
conceded that a woman with
two years continuous employ-
ment in the same job has a right

to return within 29 weeks of

the birth of her baby to:

“the job in which she was
employed under the original
contract of employment and on
terms and conditions not less
favourable than those which
would have been applicable to

her if she had not been so

absent”

lee all parhamentary legrs-
lation even when passed under
popular pressure the form is
granted while the content of
such social reform is limited.

_ Exclude

The restrictions like the two
year qualifying period will effec-
tively exclude many women
from “‘enjoying™ this legislation,
for many women of child
bearing age will have entered
employment quite recently and
therefore won’t qualify and
many others will have gone
from one employer to another
and consequently debarred
themsleves from the Act’s
provisions. . |

But while the neutral civil
servants of social democratic
governments frame legislatjon in
such a way as to exclude ‘many
intended to
benefit, the Tories come along
to clobber the rema.mder that
managed to jump through the
restrictive hoops.

Prior’s law will now demand

of women who meet all the

above requirements that they

will still forfeit their rights
uniess they rigidly comply with
a whole new set of bureaucratic
obstructions. -

On top of the normal notifi-
cations she would give - her
employers, are now added:
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1) a letter to her employers
written three weeks before she

leaves indicating her intention

to return to work,
2) if her employers write for
confirmation of her return she

.....

............

.........
.....
..........

------

...............

must oomply within 14 days of
receipt and finally
3) she must write a third

Prior’s anti-union law:
TACKON
ONDITIONS

OLOHd

umi§ uygof
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Prior

l‘ett’er three weeks before her

date of return. Failure to fulfil
any one of these stipulations

~ could lead to the woman losing

her legal right to return to woik,
- The employer has no obliga-
tion to inform her of any of
these conditions.

And having met them all, she
still has no right to her own job.

Instead her employer is free to

give her “‘suitable” alternative

employment which Prior’s law

states must not be ‘‘substan-
tially” less favourable than what
she was doing before.

- The word substantial and the
word suitable can cover a great

deal of ground and there’s little

doubt that Prior intends

'employers to. explort it to the

full.

- For those working for small
capitalists Prior’s attack is com-
plete.

Not wanting the small busi- -

nessman to be as frustrated over
his tedious new regulations as he
intends to make the employee,

- Prior has simplified his obhga-
tions enormously. He doesn’t

have any!
Divert

To quote Prior’s Minister of
State for Employment (sic!) the
inimitable Earl of Gowrie, a pre-
occupation with legislation
“diverts management’s attention
from the central task of running
a business”.

And to assist them with this
central task Prior’s law states

- that employers of six workers or

less do not have to re-instate a
woman who wants to return to
her job after having had a baby

if it “Is not reasonably practrc-

able to do so™.
The
approach that Prior has intro-
duced whereby a woman worker
has either limited maternity
rights or none at all, depending
entirely on the accidental fact

- of the size of the workforce, is -

also extended by Prior into
clause 7 of his law which deals
with unfair dismissal.

One of the first things this
government did -without wait-
ing for a new Employment Bill -
was extend the qualifying
period of protection from unfair
dismissal from 26 to 52 weeks.

The new Employment Act
doubles yet again in less than a
year the period of no protection
against unfair dismissal.

For an employer with less
than 20 workers, two years
employment has to be worked
before any legal protection
against dismissal is given the
worker.

‘apartheid’-like,

And for those workers who
do.wish to bring a claim for
unfair dismissal a.nd are legally
entitled to, the dice have been
further loaded by Prior against
them.

Firstty the ‘onus’ that
formally at least was on an
employer to prove he had
believed reasonably in

dismissing a worker is reversed.
Now an employee is assumed

guilty and has to prove instead

that the employer acted unreas-
onably.

Clause 8 of the Act which
deals with the “‘compensation”
paid in proven cases of unfair
dismissal abolishes the minimum
award of two weeks’ pay —which
is overwhelmingly the normal

‘pittance paid out in such cases.

This clause would also allow
a tribunal to further reduce its
award in a case of proven unfair
dismissal if the management
could bring forward evidence of -
the employee’s “misconduct” —
even if totally unrelated to the
actual case for dismissal made
by the employer!

And again refusal of an
unfairly dismissed person to
accept what an employer is
pleased to call ‘reasonable re-
instatement” could lead to
further reductions in the
Tribunal’s award.

A subsequent -article will
deal in greater detail with the

role of industrial tribunals.

Here it is necessary just to
observe that the Thatcher
government’s assault on. post-
war state incorporation of the
unions is not without its
positive side for the working
class. | -

Tribunals in short under-
mine shop floor organisation
and provide a legal screen
behind which union bureaucrats
can hide their treachery.

Pitiful

‘The pitiful” hand-outs they
grant a few workers is a small
price indeed for the bosses to.
pay for the corrosive effect they
have of working class consicous-
ness. - |

The blind "hatred that a shop
keeper’s daughter feels towards
the working class obscures for
Thatcher what a powerful
instrument of the capitalist class
she is busily dismantling and dis-
crediting.

In this contradictory sense
it can be said that Prior’s assault
on Tribunals will be regarded as
the most progressive piece of
legislation that this government
ever enacted!
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BOB SUTCLIFFE reviews The Man Who Was B.
Traven by Will Wyatt, published by Jonathan Cape,

£8.50.

B. Traven was a great

anti-capitalist and anti-
imperialist writer. .

Not only do his novels,
written in the 1920s and 1930s
vividly and passionately portray
the lives of the exploited and
their struggles; but also in
writing them Traven set out
consciously to translate political
ideas and theories into the form
of fiction. -

It is  that which gives
Traven’s fiction a very special
originality.

At times, when he doesn’t
completely succeed in his. aim,
his work is a bit too didactic.

But where he does fully
succeed —as in his famous novel
The Treasure of the Sierra
Madre—he is responsible for a
unique form of writing.

The Treasure of the Sierra
Madre is an exciting adventure
story, a profound description of
human deprivation and exploit-

ation and their effects, a very:

convincing study of human
characters and their interaction,
and a fictional demonstration of
the Marxist theory of value—all
in one.

' Short stories

Some of his short stories,
which along with the novels are
now being tepublished by
Alison and Busby after being
many years out of print—have
something of the same brilliant
combination of levels. .

His early novel The Death
Ship is another brilliant evoca-
tion of the exploitation of sea-
men and their struggle against
it. «

Others like March to Caoba-
land and Rebellion of the
Hanged relate the ferment
among Mexican forest workers
in the years leading up to the
Mexican revolution of 1910.

Other works, like The
Caretta, Bridge in the Jungle
and many of the short stories
show the deep sympathy and
understanding of Traven for the
life of the oppressed poor
peasants of Mexico.

For those who appreciate

such sympathetic yet
committed and militant writing
_and for socialists in particular
_Traven’s works should hold a
special interest.

" His books have been burned
by Hitler, censored both by US
publishers in the McCarthy era
and by the Stalinist bureaucrats
of Eastern Europe.

Identity

The reason for his wider
fame, however, has always been
very different from the content
of the books—it has been the

special mystery of Traven’s real

identity. )

This is because, despite his
literary success, he went 10
almost incredible lengths to
conceal his real identity from
the general public, from his
readers, from the numerous
journalists and writers who
sought out the mystery author
_and even from his publishers.

The mystery of his identity

has for decades been an
intriguing topic of investigation
or speculation.

Many books and. articles,
learned and not so learned, have

been  written about  the
question.
“Theories” have

offered to show that Traven was
the illegitimate son of the last
German Kaiser, a pseudonym
for Jack London, a group of
several writers and many other
possibilities. |
The mystery surrounding
Traven’s identity has regrett-

- ably come to eclipse any serious

interest in his remarkable works.

Two years ago producer Will
Wyatt of the BBC, along with
TV presenter’ Robert Robinson

made a relatively competent

film which claimed to solve
once and for all the mystery of
Traven’s identity. |

They argued that Traven the
mysterious author was one and
the same as Ret Marut, a
German anarchist actor, editor
of a revolutionary journal the
Bricklayer, who fled persecution
after the counter-revolution and
who turned up briefly in Britain
in 1923 where he was held in
Brixton prison before deporta-
tion. "

The theory that Marut then
resurfaced as the novelist Traven
in Mexico has long been held
and Wyatt supports it without
worrying about the problems
associated with it.

'The main one of these is
how only a matter of months
after disappearing from the
European political scene Marut/
Traven was able to write books
which suggest a long and
profound knowledge of Mexican
peasant life.

But it is not, alas, literary
questions witich bother Wyatt
and Robinson. They are con-
cerned only with the historical

whodunit aspects of the story.

Their unquestioning accep-
tance of Marut as the author of
Traven’s novels is part of their
acceptance of the other
common feature of the Traven
story —that he was a man known
variously as Torsvan and as Hal
Croves who lived in Mexico

between the early 1920s and his

death in 1969.
No proof

Wyatt produced a fair
amount of  circumstantial
evidence, though no proof that
Torsvan/Croves was the same
person as Marut.

Torsvan ~ himself used
‘“Fraven” as a first name. And
Croves turned up during the
making of the great 1947 film

of The Treasure of the Sierra
Madre as script advisor.

But none of Wyatt’s circum-
stantial evidence for a single
person who was Marut, Torsvan
and Croves amounts to a proof
that he was the author of the
Traven novels. |

It is not insignificant that
such a sensitive artist as John
Huston (director of the film of
The Treasure of the Sierra

Madre) was never convinced

that Croves, whom he came to
know well, was the writer
Traven. |

Wyatt produces something

of a coup of detection by.

tracing the identity of his char-
acter back one further stage
before Marut. |

Basing himself on the British
Home Office files on Marut,
Wyatt does convincingly prove
that he was originally Otto

been

A scene from The Treasure of the Sierra Madre

Wienecke (later Feige when his
parents married) and was boin
on February 23 1882 in
Schwiebus, then in Germany.

From Wyatt’s research it
scems that Feige
became Marut. It is possible that
Marut became Torsvan and
certain that Tarsvan became
Croves. ’ _

But whether this person or
persons was Traven retains
much of the mystery it had
before Wyatt claimed to solve
it.

In a way the best literary
evidence for Wyatt’s theory is
Traven’s obsession in his own
writing with the question of
personal identity and its elusive
nature, and the oppressive

nature of a fixed identity.
In the Rebellion of the

‘Hanged ‘a -character remarks:

“’I’l\e( first thing we must do
is attack the registry and burn
the papers, all the papers with
scals and signatures—deeds,

birth and death certificates, tax

records, everything . . . Then

nobody will know who he is,

and what his father had . . .

What do we want with birth.

certificates?”’

Oppressive

Traven saw the identity
expressed in official documents
lineage and so on as part of the
perpetuation of an oppressive
system and state -which as an
anarchist socialist he passionate-
ly loathed. S

certainly .

It is not improbable that
such a man, like some of the
characters. in his books, slipped
from one official public identity
to another.

But, ironically by the same
token, Traven would have been
the most dismissive critic of
Wyatt’s book.

Dismissed

Wyatt himself dismissed a
letter from Traven to his
publishers as nothing but a

~homily:

“l would like to state very
clearly: the biography of a
creative person is absolutely
unimportant. If that person is
not recognisable in his woiks,
then either he is worth nothing
or his works are worth nothing.
The creative person should
therefore have no other bio-
graphy than his works”.
~  Wyatt mistakenly attributes
all this to a quest for privacy,
whereas Traven’s attitude to his

own identity wa$ surely a part

of his creative and political
concerns as a wrifer.

Wyatt = has discovered
nothing about that because he
has skimmed Traven’s writings,
looking only for the odd quota-
tion which will illuminate his
biographieal reconstruction.

- He 1is altogether blind to
Traven’s ideas and literary
achievements. o

For instance, he grotesque-
ly describes The Treasure of the
Sierra Madre as a “‘morality

tale about greed and riches in
an ironic fable about the corrup-
tion brought by wealth”.

Such remarks are one of the
infuriating aspects of this book.

Among the others are the
pretentious tendency to go into
laughable detail about the
making of the TV film.

There is no denying t‘hat,'

even given its limitations, the
subject of Wyatt’s book 1is
interesting to anyone interested
in Traven.

But the book all too
frequently lets what is tedious
and boring get in the way.

In the end the book’s obses-
sion is with writing  the
biography of a man and not that
of a creative writer. -

Mundane
But is the mystery solved?
The answer is, in the munddne
senise Wyatt conceives of it,
“perhaps but by no means com-
pletely convincingly™.

When the creative side of
Traven is brought in the

- mystery changes its form.

It is not a mystery with a
solution but a mystery which 1s

itself part of the creation of

Traven’s imagination.
Traven himself wrote to ‘his

publisher that:
~ “The creative person should
therefore have no other

biography than his own works”,
The mystery of his identity
is not one to be “solved’ but to

‘be assessed as one of its author’s

Page 9

works along with his imaginative
writing.
That task still remains to be
done. -
Now that Will Wyatt has
squeezed as much from the
mundane mystery as is there,

perhaps the republication of :

Traven’s works will stimulate
many more people to think
about the real mystery. .
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BULLETIN
No.. 2

Articles on Nicaragua,
Parity Commission, and
TILC Declaration
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~ Shipyard losses

‘stall Tory

The impact of the econ-

‘omic crisis on the ship-
building industry has been
- so grave that it has forced
even the most pig-headed of
Tories—Thatcher, Joseph
and Heseltine—to abandon
their plans to sell off the
profitable naval shipyards.

British Shipbuilders made a
massive £109 million loss in the
year 1979/80 —double that of
the previous year.

The loss was £10 million
over the cash Ilimit set by
Joseph—and would have been
worse if the nationalised firm
had not been able to include a
£40 million total profit from
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g

S M RN

rnaicner

| DON'T

NEWS

60 INT

- asset-strippers

Joseph

-

The intricacies of the
Parliamentary timetable
forestalled the efforts of the
Thatcher government to
slash back the teachers’ pay
award of from14-16%.

- But the Tories remain deter-
mined to act on the wages

More
jobs

axed

AMONG last week’s crop of

redundancy plans were:
600 jobs to go at Cummins

‘diesel engines from October. .
520 jobs to go in the closure
. of Pickering Blackburn, a carpet

machinery firm. .

- 600 production workers face
immediate redundancy at the
Foden truck firm which has
gone into ' receivership, though
still producing trucks.

Meanwhile a new survey by a
group of leading industrial and

- financial organisations predicts

unemployment at 2% million
until at least 1986 —unless the

Thatcher government quickly

changes its policies.

" SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 13 August 1980

front and force settlements
down to 10% or below..

Policy paper

Last week saw the
Chancellor Sir™ Geoffrey Howe
present a policy paper on wages
to the TUC at a meeting of the
National Economic Develop-
ment Council. |

The document stressed that
the government intends to use

 cash limits to hold down rises

in the public sector, and accused
“excessive’’ pay rises of retard-
ing progress in the economy.

TUC leaders refused to dis-

cuss the document—but have
spelled out no policy to com-
bat the Tory strategy and show

no intention of fighting any of :

the Tory attacks.

Falling sales in the exec-
utive car market are produc-
ing mass lay-offs and short
time working in Europe.

6,000 German Ford workers
involved in Granada and Capri
production are to be made

' Howe moves on

redundant in a major cutback
in production. '
6,000 Opel workers were
laid off in June. In Audi, BMW
and Volkswagen, workers are on
short-time working. ,
And now 2,500 workers at
Rover Solihull, producing the
Rover and TR7 cars are to go on

the three naval yards—Vosper,

a three day week and a two da
Yarrow and Vickers. ’ /

week —and face the prospect of

short time until Christmas. h

- The worldwide crisis in the

THE BRUNT OF motor industry points to the

UNEMPLOYMENT! folly of import controls as a
PR+ ¢ ~ “solution™.

8, The common problem in
every case is that production
takes place only for the profit
of the capitalist class: the only
guarantee of jobs -and living
standards in the car industry or

~any other sector is action to
overthrow that system and
establish a planned, socialist
economy. ‘

woman worker
WOMEN BEAR

Government cash

WOMAN
 WORKER

HE FIGHT BLINDFOLD !
» o B '

BS auditors pointed out that
without adequate cash support
from the government, the opera-
tion is not a viable concern.

The outright closure of
merchant shipbuilcling 1s a step
so wide-reaching for suppliers
and contractors tlhat even the
Thatcher government has held
back from it. |

Hence the retreat from thie

resale of the naval yards.
. But the old owners of
Vosper, Yarrow and Vickers
have been still further enragred
by the retreat by the Toiies
from their commitment to allter
the compensation paym.ent
system established when the
yards were nationalised in 1977,

But shipyard workers 'have

little to celebrate.

New 6-page issue now avail-
able price 12p plus 12p postage.
from WSL, BM Box 5277,
London WC1V 6XX.

Resign

THE
WSL

lead in the
 struggle against
wage control, cuts
and redundancies

The management off BS
headed by new chairman Flobert
Atkinson had threateniad to
resign if the naval yard:s were
hived off.

Now they are threatening
the workforce with “plans for ,
economies and prod uctivity
improvement leading tc» reduc-
tions in unit cost™.

\ ~ In other words mo.re speed

degenerated workers’ states.

With workers by the economy on aworld scale offers

Trial sub (UK ):

up, redundancies; and exploita- . thousand ta'king. to the @ w_ala_y forv;:grd. h S Wf t inl;’ite 'a;ll ‘reagers o
| S . | | s o . . , . | O acnjeve such a perspec- ocialis ress to seek more
;Lc;lpstax:gedo;pt :lletrlll t{liieea%eé Sixissues.................00ellL L 82 streets to  oppose  TOIY . 5 leadership is needed  details of the WSL and its work
board membei->um-vinion-chief ] | policies there IS ph'_“'y N0  which, in today’s struggles fights  and to join us in the struggle for
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in Britain, 1

These can only be defended
through. policies which start
from the independent interests .
of the working class, which, as
an international class, has.
nothing to gain and everything
to lose from attempts to restore
the profitability of their “own”
employing class. |

in a period where the contra-
dictions of the anarchic capit-

~ alist system force the wholesale
closure and destruction of the
productive forces of society,
only a socialist planned

Please send me trial sub /six monthljone year 3 _
Address. . . ...........

~ of Socialist Press. [ enclose . . . . ..

Internationally, we are
affiliated to the newly-formed
Trotskyist International Liaison
Committee, which fights for the
reconstruction of the Fourth
International and the building
of revolutionary parties in every
country to lead the struggle
against imperialism and against
the parasitic Stalinist bureau-
cracies in the deformed and
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— victimised—

central feature of the fight‘ to

- Inva major attack on the

- workforce at St. Mary’s
‘Hospital, - London W9,
management have this week
suspended TGWU shop
steward Rita Maxim for
refusing to move onto
another job.

Sister Maxim is a leading
militant in the fight against the

proposed closure of the W

hospital, and against manage-
" ment attempts to run down
manning levels as part of their
programme of cuts. |

Among the management.
techniques is the attempt to use
mobility of labour to cover
depleted staffing levels and thus
implement spending cuts.

The struggle by the St.
Mary’s workers has become a

.
‘

i

- 120 strikers and supppor-

ters picketed the Adwest
Engineering factory in
Reading last Monday.

it was the third mass picket
called by the strike committee
in support of the 58 strikers

- | who were sacked after striking

{ in support of one .victimised
worker during a pay dispute.
The picket was a partial

success in that it focussed more |
attention on the strike and

‘because it partially reestablished
the democratic right to picket.

- At previous mass pickets the
right ta picket had been totally
denied by the police.

The TGWU convenor Danny

Broderick was arrested when he

attempted, single handed, to
picket the gate. ) |

- At the previous mass picket
in June 26 pickets were arrested

when the attempted to defy the
police and exercise the right to

picket, A
.On Monday things were very

| _different. Negotiations with the

police two days before had

'.
%

stop the cuts throughout the
health - service in the London
area. T

A mass meeting of TGWU

members at the hospital is to be.

held on Tuesday 12 August to

decide what action to take in . ¥

her defence. |
- It is essential that this
management

by the TGWU and by other
health unions in the hospital
and throughout - the London
area. |

At a time when cuts dre

being railroaded through on all
sides, those militants who have
shown themselves willing to lead
a fight to defend jobs and
services must be fully defended
through strike action.

ilise to

resulted in a compromise—that .

ten strikers would be atlowed to

picket and iobby the scabs going

into the plant.
This resulted. in some
vigorous picketing—but failed to

stop any of the scabs going in.

‘No official support

In a press conference after-
wards Danny Broderick placed
the main biame for their failure
to shift the position of Adwest

“management squarely  at -the

door of the TGWU, who after
nearly 14 weeks of the strike
still refuse to make it official.

He showed copies of the

letter from the TGWU Reading

District Secretary supporting

‘the strike a few days after it
~ started and calling on all TGWU
- members not to cross the picket

fine, | .
He explained how the inght
shift was called out on strike by

the District. Secretary of the

union and now are denied
official support. -

victimisation 1S -
met by full scale resistance both

. Martin

F z’sher.

‘wanted to ensure a ‘‘co-ordin-

ated campaign’’, he told Barnett
that a regional march could not
be held without General Council
approval:

‘We certainly do not expect

his vital strikel

He told how. the TGWU

leadership had then used the-
bad book keeping of the branch

secretary to avoid giving official

support.
"The strike committee, he

said, had met Larry Smith, an
Executive officer of the union,

last week. |
-Smith had given them a
“sympathetic  hearing” and
raised the matter at Thursday’s
F&GP and - the General
Executive Council. They
‘decided to instruct the Region 2

F&GP to meet the strike com-

mittee and sort out the
problem of'the books. .

The strikers  naturally
thought this was a step in the
right direction, and contacted
the Region 2 office to find out
when the meeting was to take
place. N

They phoned John Ashman,

 the Regional Secretary and were
“told that it would not take place
- for at least a montlg;after they

‘had been 14 weeks on strike!
A similar story was told by
Kaufman a sacked

a SiX

regional councils to Ilaunch
initiatives which, in effect, are a
call for a stoppage of work. |
must ask you not to proceed . ."”

Instead the TUC is talking of
| month “national
campaign’’ focussing on unem-
ployment, | '

No leadership

- Denied national or jocal
leadership from the TUC; with
public sector union leaders

~meekly assisting the implemen-
-tation of Tory cuts and closures; -

and with union leaders in the
private sector sacrificing their
members’ jobs and wages in vain
attempts to restore profitability
to the employers, workers face a
major crisis of leadership in the

fight against the Tory offensive.

« Disarmed by the treachery
of the TUC and diverted by

. . . . . X
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revolutionary leadership if jobs
and living standards are to be
defended. |
*Defend all jobs! For occu-
pations, strikes and blacking

‘action to force a policy of work

pariiamentary illusions of the

Labour leaders, workers must

DT,

member of the AUEW. -
He explained how the
District Committee had earlier
held an inquiry into the dispute
and had come out in its support,
Since then nothing had been

" done to put that support into

practice, o

For these reasons the strikers
had decided to make all the
facts about the actions of the
union officials public and stop
what Danny Broderick
described as a ‘“diplomatic
game’’ with them, . |

The strike committee are
appealing for support through
the TGWU and the AUEW to
demand that the leadership act

and make the strike official:
~immediately.

The next mass picket, they
said, is likely to take place out-
side  Transport
London,

(THANK YOU GENTLEMEN — THIS AL-TERNATN@

LATER:

BRITISH LE YLAND

PLAN IS A GREAT
QTEP FORWARD /

\THE SUCKER!

N7 T ST WY

... AND OF COURSE wE , | Mean YOU
wiLt HAVE To AcCePT A CUT IN

WAGES... (

DEMAND
THAT EDWARDES
MPLEMENTS

House | in

turn to the building of a new,

the present time, This week the .
- Socialist
produced only one or two indiv-

FUROFINANCE” PLAN FOR

oo IN RETURN FOR SPEED_UP

(N PRODUCTION... SO WELL

A

o

..,.-_: MICHAEL
THIS AT s (ORI .:,2:"" DWARDES
ONCE 1 (- 5%

sharing on full pay! No to the
‘nationalistit‘: policy of import

controls? .
- *No to the anti-union laws!
No talks with the Tories—for a
general strike to force them out
of office.
*Unite
pations as a
forming councils of action.
*Remove the Labour and

strikes and occu-

trade union ileaders who won't

fight. For a workers’ govern-
ment! | -

*Open the books of the
employers who threaten redun-
dancies or refuse wage increases,
and of their suppliers and
bankers! Prove the case for their
nationalisation, without com-
pensation  under  workers’
management, |

- This is obviously correct.

‘But it must be a real mass
picket, which is not the case at

the present time., )

~ |f the revolutionary left were
to mobilise behind this strike,
its effectiveness could be trans-
formed and support for it won

in the broad trade union move-

ment.
Individuals |

But that is not the case at

Workers Party
iduals, while the international
Marxist Group claimed to have
mobilised only 72 people from
various parts of the country and
the actual number seemed to be
even less than that. S

- It 'is true that the Workers

'COMRADES, THE T8G HAS
COMMISSIONED THIS NEW

LEYLAND. ITS

v A RADICAL.
i} N\ ALTERNATIVE TO
) EDWARDES... AND

/ A‘Dv:SEs Us 70
FACE BOTH WAYS

ey,
.
2

CHIEF
EXECUTIVE.

Q'

step towards.

*Fight for a woman’s right

to work! Defend and extend .
‘state

nursery and childcare
provision! For free abortion on

demand! Defeat Prior’s attacks

on maternity rights!
*Defend
Fight for cost of living clauses

to give a 1% rise in take-home
- pay for every 1% 'Tise in the

cost of living as calculated by

. elected committees of trade

“unionists and housewives.
*Stop all cuts!

supporting strike action. Set up
workers’ inquiries into health,
welfare and social services to

expose private profiteering and

the savage impact of the cuts!.
"~ *Demand a restoration of

public spending with automatic'
increases to keep pace with
* Labour

inflation. @ Demand
Councils repudiate debts and

interest charges and refuse to
implement cuts or raise rates

and rents.

Monday’s mds_s picket

Power have mobilised for it and
so 'have the Socialist Labour
Group, with the biggest groups
of pickets coming. from the
WSL. -

But this is not enough.

Unless the bigger groups get

involved, the strike cannot be
sustained and the necessary sup-
port mobilised within - the
unions. - S

Socialist Press calls for the
biggéest possible mobilisation as
soon as the date is set by the
strike committee for the next
mass picket. |

*Dondtz‘on's to- the Adwest
strike fund should be sent

‘to: Danny Broderick, 46
Berkley Road, R eading.

_OF COURSE, IT-..ER, LET'S SEE...
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Far from being an effec-
tive response to the fascist
menace, the 3 month ban
on demonstrations in Sand-
well  imposed by W.

Midlands Chief | Constable

Sir Philip Knight represents
a blow against the workers’
movement.

Under pretext of
Front
march scheduled for West Brom-
wich next Sunday, Knight has
in fact acted to defuse the
mobilisation of anti-fascists
against the NF, and at the same
time to ban: important demon-
strations planned by the local
labour movement.

the

~Iranian

students'

| Iranian  students  in
Britain ended their hunger
strike as some of them were
being transferred to prison
hospitals. -

“in the United States, the
students vvere released from jail
as an embarrassed government
struggled to avoid charges of
holding their own hostages.

In both countries the
Iranians responded to the arrests

_ - by launching a hunger str:ke in
-~ jail, -

Newspapers, from the most
reactionary to the most liberal,
called for mass .deportations
from both countries and
accused the Iranians of an inter-

national conspiracy.
The demonstrations sparked

off unbridied racialism, includ-

~ ing in America, a stone-throwmg'
- mob.

The demonstrators had come
oyt in support of Khomeini.
From their comments in court it
is clear that they regard them-
selves as anti-imperialists,

The demomnstrations must, to
them, have carried echoes of the
demonstrations in  western
capitals against the Shah, .

T he original demonstrations
were reactionary to the extent
that they identified the demon~
strators with K homeini.

But the attack on
demonstrators by the police and
the racialist outbursts against

them are products of dlseased-
- nationalism.

"The Jranian students have a

'righ_'t_‘ ‘to dennonstrate. '.‘They'
should be releasied. -
-Oppose theur deportat:onl

Published by F‘olrose Ltd for the Workers Socialist League, BM Box 5277, London WC1V 6XX. Prmted by Mormng Litho Printers Lid., London

- Sandwell’s

The NF march—to be held-

Release

the

under the jingoistic s\logan of

“British jobs for  British
workers’’ was obviously a
blatant provocation—with a

route chosen to pass' through
areas of high unempioyment

and high concentrations of
immigrant workers,
Public Order Act
But it was not this which

...........

P
.......

prompted Knight to call on. &

'Labour Council to
invoke the Public Order Act of

1936 and impose a three-month

ban on demonstrations.
Rather Knight recognised

 that the scale of the opposition

to the NF march made it doubt-
ful if he could protect the
fascists from angry workers and
youth.

As a result of the ban, the
NF will be free to march un-
announced elsewhere in the
West Midlands, and the chances
of an effective counter-mobilis-
ation have been drastically
reduced. ! |

Yet many Labour
members, together with WA
leader Arder Jehaul and the
Anti Nazi League spokesman,
SWP member Paul Holborrow,
declared the ban to be an
important “victory’’, and stated
as much to a meeting of 90
peopie in Smethwick last week.

The Communist Party has

also described the ban as a
‘victory’’ for the anti-fascists.
What they find harder to
celebrate is the fact that the ban
now prevents a march planned
by workers from Birmid
Qualcast protesting against the

closure of the. DAC No. 2
- foundry. |

And another casualty of

PHOTO: John Smith, IFL

| Party -

Knight's ban is a demonstration

through Tipton on unempioy-

ment planned by West

BromWich LLabour Party.

Obviously the local labour
movement should defy the ban
and insist upon the right to
demonstrate.

It must be understood that

‘olice protect ascists in Bolton 1978

the NF thugs and their fascist

agitation will be defeated not by

state bans and the actions of

suppposed!ly "democratic”
police chiefs, but by the full-
scale mobilisation of the labour
movement to drive them from
the streets.

.............

R g

The Publlc Order Act, now
as in 1936, serves as an obstacle

to such a mobilisation—and
thus, even while banning their

West Bromwich - march, has

assisted the work of the Front,
Socialist Press supporters are

urged to participate

igned to counter the diverted
NF march. At the same time
the fight must be intensified
to:

*Defeat fascist

. Build workers’ defence squads!

“The nationalist popula-

tion in the sectarian six

county statelet of Northern
Ireland mounted a massive

show of resistance to the
Brltlsh army oecupatlon last
weekend

Thousands
protest at the ninth anniversary
of the introduction of intern-
ment without trial by Edward
Heath’'s Tory government in
1971.

Republican forces mounted
ambushes -and raids on police
and army patrols.

marched to

" torture,

- *Unite the workers’ move-

ment in mass struggles to bring .

down the Tories! |

And the British army struck
back with customary savagery; a
21-year old social worker was
killed by a plastic bullet fired at
point blank range. A 15 year old
girl was in intensive care after
being hit by a plastic bullet.

And soldiers in an armoured
car gunned down a 20-year old
vouth,

Such vnolence has become

the trade mark of the British

repression that preserves the
Orange State against the
unbroken resistance of - the
nationalist minority.

Army terror

While the Tory press con-
demns the
republican = movement, . it
applauds the institutionalised
terror of the army, the RUC,
the UDR, and their back up of
remand without trial,

Registered as a newspaper at the Post O ffice. Slgned articles do not necessarlly represent the views of the Workers Socialist League

in the.
- mobitisations on August 17 des-

violence!

“terrorism” of the

The fascist outrage that

killed 76 people in Bologna

rail station on August 2 has
once again brought to light

~ the collaboration of sections

of the italian state with the
extreme right wing and the

relationship of the fascist

terror campaign to the
needs of the Itallan rulmg
class.

-The bombings started in
1969 as a response to the wave
of strikes and occupations
launched by,_ltalian workers.
Their aim was to lay the
right- climate of terror for a
possible military coup, and to
frighten -the ltalian Communist
Party (PCl) into open collabor-
ation with the Christian Demo-
crats to forestall such a coup.

The first bomb which killed

16 people in Milan in 1969 was
at first blamed on anarchists.

‘Smuggled out

Only when the “evidence

unearthed by the press became
impossible to deny was the guilt
of the fascists admitted; and by
that time the \talian secret
service had smuggled those res-
ponsible out of the country.
The involvement of NATO
has since become an open
secret, -

to the extent that the PCI
entered into what was in effect
an alliance with the Christian
Democrats agamst the Iltalian
working class.

They supported not only a

whoie series- of austerity

measures but also a widespread -

attack on democratic rights.

Indiscriminate phone
tapping, house searches and
arrests became a normal part of
Italian life,

The renewed series of bomb-
ing recently seem to suggest that
sections of the Italian ruling
class are not satisfied with those
concessions, and want powers 10
smash the mass organisations of
the working class.

The Bologna bombing shows.

the contempt with which these
sections and their fascist agents
view the Cossiga government.

The government has just
pressed the courts to send three

“members of the NAR, a small

fascist group, for trial, accused
of bIOWing up the . Italian
express in 1976.

By the latest bombmgs the'

NAR and its backers are declar-

yeus o ‘internment

no-jury courts and the horror of

‘the, ‘H’ Blocks at the old inter-

ment camp of Long Kesh,

Solidarity |

The weekend demonstra-
tions demanding the restoration
of political status to the repub-
lican prisoners in the ‘H’ Blocks
were joined this year by 150
people from the Troops Out
Movement—a small but signific-

~ant gesture of solidarity with
~ the Irish struggle. ©

" The fight for the withdrawal
of British troops from Ireland

remains a foremost task of the

British labour movement. A
major step forward would be
taken if the TOM (which 'has a
record of substituting its own
actions for a struggle to mobil-

_ise the working class) would

now direct its 'fight centrally

into the trade umons and the

Labour Party

The campangn was a success

o ¢ —— —— - —— —

ing their readiness to dispense

with parliamentary democracy
itself. |

As in 1969 the role of the
Italian state forces glnmmers
through the news reports.

The member of the NAR
arrested in Nice last week and
suspected of taking part in the
bombing, had knowingly been
aliowed to live unmolested in
France, although he had already
been sentenced to four years
jail in 1taly for the reconstruc-
tion of a fascist party’. -

RumOur

A careful rumour had even

been spread that he had been
killed in a plane crash!

The bombing must also be
intended to illustrate the impo-
tence of the PCI. The choice of
working class victims going on
holiday from Bologna, a PCl
stronghoid, could not be more
provocative,

Yet the response of the PCI
was predlctable They issued
more calls for strengthening of
the state apparatus—the very
apparatus which is itself impli-
cated in the fascist bombings.

- But the growing disillusion-
ment with the PCl’s policies is

shown by the fact that the |

families of the vast majority of
the victims refused to take part
in the official funeral arranged
by the PCI. :

Several thousand supporters
of the revolutionary left also
demonstrated during - the
funeral against the PCI’ s class
collaboration,

But the strength of the neo-
fascists and their backers lies
precisely in the absence of any
coherent programme or party
of the revolutionary left.

- They know that- the PCI,
with its
compromise is incapable of
challenging the bourgeois state, .
with its tendency during this

period of -crisis to develop
towards outright poiice repres-

S|on .
Protest s’trike -

But the ltalian ruling class

still has to actually smash the

mass organisations of the work-
ing class to overcome its present
cnsls—orgamsatnons ‘which res-
ponded once again with a solid
protest striké against - the
Bologna bomblng /

And that is a more difficult
matter than just exposing the
impotence of its present leaders.

FUND

The post this week
brought a much appreciated
last minute anonymous don-
ation of £30 from a reader
in High Wycombe to. the
Special Fund and a mere
£77 85 towards the August
Fund target of £850.

‘With the holiday season
now well under way it is
vital that readers and sup-|
porters of Socialist Press do
not forget our monthly
fund. '

We still have to pay our
bllls. in July and August and

cannot do so if the money
we so vitally need is being
spent on sticks of rock and
Cornish ices!

So rush your donatlon
to our monthly fund to:
‘Socialist Press Fund
BM Box 5277
London WC1V 6XX

policy of historic -




