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A heavy blow was struck
at the ‘right wing TGWU
bureaucracy last week as
left wing . candidate Bob
Fryer was re-elected
convenor of BL’s Cowley
Assembly Plant with a
greatly increased majority in
a shop floor ballot.
. His  sweeping 1,173-577
victory ‘on ‘an extremely high

~pol'oT the 3,500 TGWU
bers in the plant was even more
significant, however, in that it
came in the teeth of a desperate
witch-hunt organised jointly by
the extreme right wing and the
Communist Party.

Recognising that Fryer’s
right wing opponent Jim Barson
had no chance of winning mass
support, the right wing alliance
_set out instead to alienate Bob
Fryet’s supporters.

They therefore produced a
leaflet designed spuriously to
connect Fryer and deputy con-
venor Alan Thornett with the

bombing  tactics of the
Provisional IRA.
Factory gates

A statement, drawn up in
the name of one of the three
TGWU branches on the plant,
the 5/837 branch, was handed
out to workers on the gates of
the plant.

Referring- to the national
demonstration held ' in -Oxford
by Provisional Sinn Fein on
October 20 last year, it declared
that:

“Provisional Sinn Fein is the
political front of the Provisional
IRA. Branch members will be
aware that this march was greet-
ed with hostility by the people
of Oxford, and Oxford Trades
Union Council refused to
support it. Many TGWU mem-
bers have died or have been
maimed or made homeless or
jobless because of Provisional

IRA activity in Northern Ireland
and - - England” (original
emphasis).

Silent of course about the
TGWU members maimed, killed,
made homeless or jobless by the
actjvities of the RBritish army
and the Loyalist muider gangs
in the six counties of ireland,
the leaflet went on to make the
allegation that:

““Mass executions of TGWU
working people have been
carried out. The TGWU totally
opposes such violence.”

Was Bob Fryer, then being

“accused of being a member of
the IRA, or conducting such
“mass executions” of fellow
trade unionists?

No, his ‘crime’ in the eyes of
the 5/837 Branch leadership was

that-in a debate on the Oxford

TGWU District Committee he
waged a. principled fight in
defence of the right of

mem-

ELECTION

Provisional Sinn Fein (a legal
organisation) to march, and in
defence of the 5/833 (Black-
wells Bookshop) branch' which
had voted to participate in the
demonstration,

Defend rights

It is, of course, vital that,
even while criticising the tactics
of the IRA, the right of the Irish
people to struggle for their
rights is defended in the labour
movement.

The leaflet went on to point
out that Fryer, together with
the chairman of the 5/55
Branch and Alan Thornett,
chairman of the 5/293 Branch
had voted against a 5/837
-Branch resolution.

That resolution declared
that, as far as support from an
Oxford TGWU branch for a
Provisional Sinn Fein
demonstration is concerned:

" “The District: Committee

totally disassociateh. itself from-

such action and deplores it in
the strongest possible manner”.
In conclusion, the 5/837
Branch leaflet declared:
“The Branch Committee of
the 5/837 Car Assembly Branch
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Two weeks into the steel
strike it is obvious that steel
workers are increasingly
confident that they have the
power to extract a substan-
tial wage settlement out of
British Steel management.

Such is the militancy from
the ranks that even right wing
ISTC leader Bill Sirs has had to
admit that he can-no longer
hope to settle for an offer of
around 13%. ““Our' members
would not have it”’, he declared

ruefully, calling instead for an

offer around 20%.
.The fighting example set by

(. . .) fully supports the District
Committee in condeming Black-
wells TGWU Branch’s ‘and
Banner’s involvement on a
Provisional Sinn Fein march.
“We ask: On what grounds
do Officers of the 5/293 and
5/55 and the Senior Steward
oppose the District Committee’s
condemnation of this Branch?
“We feel that the member-
ship' on this Plant is owed an

explanation. .

“Be sure to vote this week to
elect .a responsible Senior
Steward.”

Of course no socialist should
be surprised when extreme right
wing forces attempt to witch-

hunt them for defending the -

right -of the Irish people to
struggle for self-determination.

Posters

Such witch-hunts will
naturally intensify at times of
elections.

Indeed only a few weeks
earlier, in the run up to the
elections, an anonymous right

wing group mass leafleted the

Cowley factories with thousands
of copies of an expensively
printed poster carrying photo-

the steel strikers, combined with
the intransigence - of BSC
management now seem certain
to result in the remaining steel
unions joining the strike after
the rejection of their pay
demands.

Stimulating
And, under pressure, the
ISTC also seems certain to call

out its members in the private .

sector,

But clearly the power of the
strike is also stimulating workers
in other industries to look
towards action on their own
claims. ‘

graphs, names, addresses and
telephone numbers of five
Oxford trade unionists who had
supported the Sinn Fein demon-
stration, in an obvious attempt
to stir up reactionary violence
against them.

But the deliberate interven-
tion by the 5/837 Branch into
the Cowley convenors’ election
was not written by the right
wing. It was written by Tony
Gallagher—a member of the
Communist Party!

Gallagher was appointed by
the right wing as stand-in secre-
tary of the 5/837 Branch for the
duration of the election.

He  personally wrote and
produced the scurrilous leaflet.
Two out of the three people
who distributed it on the gates
were  Communist Party
members.

_ Gallagher himself had been
the one who raised the issue of
the Sinn Fein march on the
District Committee and in the

Steel: spread the strike!

Thousands of water and
sewage workers seem headed for
strike action to improve on a
13.1% wage offer.

A strike in this crucial area
would almost at once disrupt
supplies and services—and could
create a huge confrontation if
the Tories proceed with plans to
use 15,000 army scabs. )

Feeling for strike
And in BL, where the

‘November pay review still hangs

in limbo, with an insulting
5%-with-strings company offer
on the table, shop floor feeling
for a strike is building up.

‘Trades Council, as preparation
for an all-out drive to secure the
election of extreme right winger
Jim Barson as convenor! .

The witch-hunt failed only
because of the prompt action of
Bob Fryer, who called a meeting
of TGWU stewards on both day

and night shifts within hours of

the leaflet being distributed.

Unanimous

There followed a unanimous
vote of night shift stewards and
a 120-7 vote on the day shift to
condemn the 5/837 witch-hunt
(the seven were all committee
members of the 5/837 branch,
two of whom are Communist
Party members!)

And, hours later, workers on
the shop floor registered their
profound contempt for the
witch-hunters by voting over-
whelmingly for Fryer. .

The result is a further blow
at TGWU officials who have

Fighting for a
workers’
government
Page 8 ‘

F rye addressing a mas& meeting at Cowley

Stalinists attack
Irish solidarity

I72E  Diedzralrw f/nénl "

Now is the time for action
alongside the steel workers to
defend Jiving standards, and to
confront the Tory offensive on
jobs and social services.

Wherever possible the
struggle - must. be taken up for

 the formation of councils of

action, drawing delegates from
all working class organisations,
to coordinate, extend and
strengthen the struggles now
underway against the Tories,
mobilise jointly to defend
picketing rights, and create con-
ditions to defeat and bring
down the Thatcher government.

Steel: see back page

k)

repeatedly attempted to
victimise Fryer along with other
key Cowley militants.

Fryer and Thornett were
bureaucratically removed from
the plant leadership in 1974 by
the TGWU Midlands Regional
Committee.

But in 1977 they were re-
elected by shop floor ballot—
only to be immediately faced
with disciplinary action by the
TGWU aimed at driving Fryer,
Thornett and the ‘Cowley 9° out
of the union.

These moves were finally
defeated last year. Fryer’s re-
election now demonstrates once
again that a principled stand
against’ bureaucracy and a

" struggle for the interests of the

working class can rally mass
support and inflict serious
defeats on the right wing and
their Stalinist allies.

Text of leaflet, p.11
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—INTERNATIONAL —
Patriotic Front leaders rely
Rhodesian state repression

With gangs of _ pro-
Muzorewa thugs reportedly
rampaging through town-
ships in Zimbabwe beating

up political opponents, the .

Rhodesian army, airforce
and auxiliaries continue to

press home the advantage '

handed to them by the
Lancaster House “settle-
ment”.

Over 20,000 Patriotic Front
supporters are now herded into
the assembly areas. And British
governor Lord Soantes has given
the state forces a free hand to
murder and terrorise those
guerrillas that have so far
refused to accept the total
surrender ‘“‘negotiated” by their
leaders Mugabe and Nkomo.

Murdered

‘ 13 guerrillas were last week
murdered in cold blood —as they

made their way peacefully to an’

assembly-camp.

And Soames last Monday
authorised a full-scale air strike
designed to . obliterate’ a 450-
strong guerrilla camp: the action
was called off only 15 minutes
‘before it was due to take place,
after. frenzied - efforts by
Front commanders
forced their followers to surren-
der their arms.

Socialist Press has consistent-
ly argued that the long term
interests of the petty bourgeois
nationalist leaders of the
Patriotic Front were directly
opposed to the interests of the
workers and  peasants of

.Zimbabwe.

Indid’s crisis

over

The overwhelming
victory of Indira Gandhi’'s
Congress-indira party in the
elections means that she will
feel stronger in returning to
the dictatorial powers (or
as she says “law and order"’)
that capitalism requires.

The results do not show, as

. the Western press claims, that

“India is ungovernable”.

What they.show is something
Lenin and Trotsky showed a
long time ago; that the domin-
ation of imperialism and its
crisis over the economically
backward countries means that
the national capitalist class of
those countries cannot even
allow bourgeois democracy.

Diétatorship

"The massive interest pay-
ments payable by the Indian
economy to imperialism have to
be extracted through the exploi-
tation of the workers ‘and
peasants: this means a rate of
exploitation that must produce
a revoit. That is why the capit-
alists have initiated dictator-
ship in so many of the under-
developed countries.

Mrs Gandhi first introduced
her “Emergency Powers” dic-
tatorship in response to a strike
movement of the working class.

She was finally removed in a
massive electoral defeat two
years ago.

She was replaced by the
Janata coalition whose sole
policy was opposition to the
Emergency Powers.

This was a coalition from
the extreme right through to the

»

We have stressed that this
conflict would eventually be

. paid for in the blood of anti-

imperialist fighters. .

Indeed, for the Patriotic
Front leaders, the forcible herd-
ing of disarmed and impotent
freedom fighters into the assem-
bly areas amounts to nothing
other than presenting their
credentials for a place in a black
bourgeois government in
Zimbabwe.

“ For them, the presence of

Socialist Party.

. These people, as they had to
run capitalism, soon came into
conflict with the working-class
movement whose energies were
released after the overthrow of
Gandhi.

The Janata itself used some
of the "Fmergency Powers”.
They soon started to split up
and concentrate on their own
way of running capitalism. They
were shown up as offering
nothing to the masses except
corruption and . exploitation.
Hence the return of the Gandhi
dynasty. '

The real problem is the
establishment of an alternative
for the Indian masses that fights
for the poliical independence
and interests of the working
class by struggling fora workers
and peasants government in
India.

The workers movement is in
disarray. The Stalinist CPl was
such a craven supporter of Mrs
Gandhi’s dictatorship that it has

Muzorewa

the South African army at
Beitbridge, the unchécked oper-
ation of Muzorewa’s “auxiliar-
jes” and the police action of the
state actually —assists a break
from the demands and pressures
of the most militant PF rank
and file.

This nationalist leadership is
in the process of extricating
itself from the anti-imperialist

struggle in a bid to qualify for a’

place in a pro-imperialist govern-

ment.
£
P

Gandhi

been exposed in the eyes of the
masses. The various splits from
the CP1 have gained some of its
support but are equally as bad.

“The CPI{M) is now the
second biggest party in Parlia-
ment,

 But it has repeatedly joined
cross-class alliances '‘against dic-
tatofshiq" and looks as though
it will. now join with bourgeois
parties in a “‘united’’ opposition.

The CPI(M) is so craven that’

even the Daily Telegraph  has
admitted that it has the support
of the business community in
Bengatl, which it controls.
During the power crisis in
Calcutta last year they suggested
handing the industry over to
private enterprise as a solution,
As Gandhi is forced more
towards imperialism she will be
driven towards dictatorship.
The demand must go up for
the workers’ parties to break
from the bourgeoisie and fight
for a workers and peasants
government in India.

This has not been without a
price: the anger of PF militants
and “disillusion of the workers
-and peasants are clearly on the
increase.

. And, in- placing capitalist
“stability” and profits before

the interests of the masses, the-

PF leaders will be forced to rely
even more heavily in future on
the repressive apparatus of the
state to crush their former sup-
porters.:

The harsh material condi-
tions ~that daily confront
Zambian workers and peasants
can only . exacerbate = their
conflict of interests with the
nationalist leadership.

No boom

The rapidity with which
trade and financial links have
been re-opened after the lifting
of sanctions do not so much
augur an economic boom to
follow, but rather point to- the
quick ‘profits there are to be
creamed off by those capitalists

who. can take advantage of. the

current economic shortages.
The international capitalist
recession is a bitter reality for
the workers -of Southern Africa
for it compounds their suffering
brought about by the ultra-
exploitation of the migrant
labour system that prevails.
Facing the possible short-
term prospect of a vicious white,
racist reaction and the long-term
necessity of repression by the
petty  bourgeois' nationalist
leadership, the workers and
peasants are offered no- way
forward by: the elections stem-
ming from Lancaster House, but
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only the possibility of grievous
defeat.

The electoral victory of any -

section .- of petty-bourgeois
nationalism, however radical can
represent no gain whatever for

the working class in Zimbabwe

today.

Fraud

In any event the moves of-

the Rhodesian state and threats
by Muzorewa make it clear that
the “election™ itself will be a
total fraud in which intimida-
tion and ballot rigging will play
an equal role.

Workers and militants within
the Patriotic Front must, dis-
missing the election, sieze the
opportunities - created inadver-
tently by imperialism and the
nationalist leadership to pose
the revolutionary working class
alternative to ‘the politics of
reformism.

Within the assembly camps
and in the towns and rural areas
the task of the independent
organisation of the working
class must be undertaken.

The "arms of the guerrillas

must be retained. But the armed

struggle must be pursued not as
the main thrust of the sterile
politics of guerrillaism;.instead
it must be placed under the
direction of the democratic
organisations of the working
class.

*No handing over of arms.

*No. surrender to imperialist
control.’ ’

*For the construction of
independent Soviet-ty pe < com-

_peasants

/

mittees of workers, poor
peasants and fighters in the
guerrilla armies. -

*Cadres with military train-
ing to build workers militias in
the towns and rural areas ynder
the control of independent
organisations of workers.

*For. the nationalisation
without compensation of all
land, factories, mines and banks.

*For workers’ management
of industry and largescale agri-
culture. .

*For a constituent assembly
of democratically elected dele-
gates of the workers -and
linked to the
dissolution of the capitalist state
apparatus.

*Build a revolutionary party
as part of a reconstructed
Fourth International.

Nkomo

Khomeini struggles
to retain power

Convulsions are gripping
every stretch of lran as
Khomeini’s - reactionary
regime still struggles to keep
a grip on state power.

The . violent conflicts in
Tabriz have given the most
dramatic examples of this
continuing crisis of the ‘Islamic
Republic’.

‘Hostility between the
followers of Khomeini and the
supporters of the Avyatallah
Shariat-Madari has now reached
a stage of virtual warfare in the
capital city of Azerbaijan.

Dozens have been killed, and
hundreds more injured in battles
over the .radio  station and
between rival demonstrations
over the last two weeks.

Shariat-Madari’s  followers
may now raise the slogan of
‘Death to Khomeini’, but their
opposition-does not represent a
progressive alternative to the
reaction and repression of the
present unstable government in
Tehran.

The democratic content of
this movement has been firmly
sealed by its leaders within the
narrow borders of bourgeois
democratic ideals and parlia-
mentarianism.

This offers Iranian workers
and peasants. no way out of
their present conditions of
oppression ~ and exploitation,
and in reality the political
options canvassed by Shariat-
Madari’s Muslim People’s
Republican Party have no exis-
tence inside Iran today.

The Azerbaijani Ayatollah is
himself under house arrest in
Qom, where his supporters have
also been engaged in clashes
with forces loyal to his fellow

citizen Khomeini.

This antagonism. now: seems
to have spread to Tehran itself,
where there are also signs of a
fatling-off of personal support
for Khomeini even in the mass
demonstrations- boosting the
‘Istamic Republic’.

A combination’ of ill-health
and political despair has driven
Khomeini into a fortnight's
retreat before the presidential
elections of 25 January.

In his absence, the ‘Revolu-
tionary  Council’ and its
ministers continue to act with
indecision and frequently at
cross-purposes: one day presi-
dential candidate Beni-Sadr
announces the imminent nation-

alisation of foreign trade, only

to be firmly contradicted - the
next by his colleagues, and so
on.

Alongside this administrative
charade, the occupation of the
US embassy continues to throw
every  political figure into
confusion and vacillation.

Now the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan has introduced a
new disturbance into the grow-
ing chaos.

Crowds possessed - by
religious hysteria - may chant
‘With God's help, we shall wipe
out the Soviets’, but the
religious leaders and their aides
can feel only too acutely the
renewed threats now posed to
their independence by an imper-

jalist invasion to counteract the’

advance of the Soviet bureau-
cracy.

Against this background, the
‘Revolutionary Council’ has to
face' the problems of renewed
hostility in Kurdistan, further
violence in Baluchistan .and

" proletariat has not

_unemployed and

producing Khuzestan, and a
growing list- of obstacles to its
precarious-authority.

But Khomeini‘s government
can still be thankful that it has
not yet faced any organised
opposition from its real historic
ehemy, the working class, whose

“strength was erucial in the over-

throw of the Shah.
Denied leadership

Deprived - of a political
leadership from conscious revol-
utionary forces, the Iranian
come
forward to defend its indepen-
dent class interests against
istamic reaction and threats of
imperialist restoration.

But this time of gracg for
Khomeini must be nearing its
bloody end. '

The lIranian economy is in a
state of havoc: the disruption
brought about in the struggles
against the Shah and worsened
by the subsequent actions of the
imperialists  has been com-
pounded by the economic
‘policies’ (if they deserve the

name) of the ‘Revolutionary
Council’.
There are now 3,000,000

the figure
is rising rapidly day by day.
it is no wonder that Khom-
eini should retire to Qom for a
break. Amid his prayers and
fasting, the Ayatollah may .be
able to pass some time invoking
the wrath of Allah on those
leaders who succeed him.

For the question is no longer
whether Khomeini can establish
his dictatorship, but what com-
bination of rival and opposition
forces will strip him of the last
vestiges of authority.

Isfahan, = sabotage in oil-




By Adam Westoby

- Afghanistarf has been
“in the news since ‘the’
‘revolu-

left-wing army
tion’ in April.
Demonstratlons in Kabul
culminated in  the army
coup - of “April- 27 that
toppled -~ > - > -President
" Muhammad Daud. -~
It installed a government
under - Muhammad - Nour
Taraki, run in effect by his
small Commumst Party. °
Since then the British
press has -emitted periodic
noises - 6f alarm that the
country is being “taken over’
by the Soviet Union and/or
succumbing to Communist
revolution.
' What is the background
" to.this situation? -
Afghanistan is one of the
most underdeveloped
countries in the world.

Virtual chattels

It is larger than France
but with a pogpulation of
only about 16 millions. .

. Almost - 90% of Afghans

are peasants (i.e. nomads),

- though much of the land is

owned by a feudal aristo-
‘cracy.

, Less than a quarter of

. land is used, since much of

eastern Afghamstan is

formed of ‘the Hrmalayas

Average annual income is
not-"much over $100 per
person.

Almost half those born
die in childhood.

Women remain virtual

chattels. Fewer than 10% of

" people can read orwrite. .
- In the villages the hold of
Moslem priests has been
virtually unchallenged; it
weighs far more heavily
than the: puwer  of >the
‘central government.

Lomhsed

Afghamstan S social
structure femains as if has
. been for centunes What
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Imperm.

- Troops in Kabul

economrc advance’ there is is
‘exfremely localised,,
.~ Kabul suffers traffic jams
morning and evening 'but
outside the capital there are
only achandful of proper
roads..

It .~ remains . greatly
divided:. there :are- over 30

mutually incomprehensible ‘

living languages.’

Taraki

This - very . backward
‘country is set .at a strategic
crossroads, with over 1,000
miles. of northefn frontier
with the USSR, a similar
length with Pgkistan, a
major border with Iran and
a tongue 'of mountainous
territory reaching out to’
touch China.

Poverty striéken‘

‘ 'Under _these ‘conditions,
pglitics in  Afghanistan—

including the relations of .

class forces within "it—are
necessarily shaped by the .
pressures
powers—mi
and economic

This is inevitable for a
country in such a position,
so poverty-stricken that its
national income ($2 billion
a year) is- approximately
what the US spends on dry
food.

Afghanistan has been a
‘buffer state’ at least since
the - early 19th century,

Iy,

“to >the attemp

‘;\‘ ng

.. generous

f~much greater -
political :

1978 .

whén  her
peoples became tennis balls ‘
in the ‘great game’ between
Tsarist Russia and’
British- empire in India.

_In the periagd after Wotld

Wae1 the SoWHet Union has
- devoted gréfit effort

nd
(since .. about
influencing

resources
1954) to
Afg’hanistan

: ‘Neutrahty

as a counter

By US and
British imperfalism to mili-
tarity encircle- the USSR’s
south-west flank —originally
through the Baghdad Pact
treaties of 195455, follow-

She serv

regime in lran

The Soviet Union was
then threaténed by a ring of
US: bases in Turkey, Iran,
Iraq (dntil the 1958 ‘revol-
ution’) and Pakistan.

Afghanistan’s pro-Soviet
‘neutrality’, sealed by
Kruschev, and Bulganin’s
ceremonial visit in
December 1955, was the
break in this chain. .

“There is no doubt™;
Kruschev recalled, “that if

the Afghans hadn’t become"

our friends, the Americans
would have managed to
ingratiate themselves with
their ‘humanitarian -aid’ as

“they call it.

The amount of money
we  spent
assistance to Afghanistan is
a drop in. the  ocean
compared to the price we

" would have had to pay to

counter the threat of an

American military basé on
Afghan territory”.

Kruschev Remembers

p.466

Since then, the USSR

has beerd ‘the main provider

of aid—especially with road-

building and the exploita- -

tion of natural gas in the
-northern border area.

And,
coup this year, the USSR
provided - 90%. of equip-
ment and training, and
thousands of ‘advisers’, for

the - armed forces. (Up to.

1956,  Afghanistan’s . ‘air
force’ consisted of a. dozen
biplanes. of World War I
vintage!)

Throughout more than
twenty years of close and
‘peaceful coexis-
tence’, however, the Soviet
leadership. never tried to do
other than use Afghanistan
as a ‘buffer state’.

Effectively illegal

~

THey never gave any real
support’ to ' movements
against the religious despot-
ism that ruled the country.

‘The Commumst Party,

Reprlnted unchanged
from SP112, August

territories, ‘and.

“the -’

“The Clé S bverthmw of 7
Moesadegh's” . flationalist -

on - gratuitous .

even before the -

Tegc o

remained

for' -example,
efféctively lllegal “while the
Soviet . Union cultivated

_‘ultravfnendly relations both

"wrth Klng Mohammad Zahir .

and, " after “he was over-
¢thrown" in 1973 with: his
cousin, President Daud.

‘The . . Soviet

istan—-and ‘the reactionary
~ impact; of  Stalinism- ‘on
- . Soviet’ pohcy —go back: to
the ‘earliest days.
: The first Soviet leader to
* organise. mllrtary -aid to ‘help
"Afghamstan resist - - British

imperialism (Leon Trotsky .
id, soas part.of-

in 1919) dids
the. Bolshieviks* general drive
to help the Moslem“masses
of Asia and ‘the  Near East
erdancrpate themselves.

But by 1928, with the

advancé of Stalinism in the
Sovret Unienz~the Afghan

Klng Amanullah was the

first moanarch to be received

on a state visit to Moscow.
‘Progr jve monarch’

day before the coup in

April, this year Pravda
{(already transformed into
*Stalin’s  obedient : mouth-

piece) welcomed him as one -

of. the most ‘progressive

monarchs. in"the Fast’ a$ he
rand tour
“uropean

arrived from his
- of . western

capitals.

Amanullah did have a
policy of modernisation and
mild reforms.

But in 1929 he was over-
thrown by a British-backed
tribal-religious’ " revolt
(though not before rescind-
ing his reforms in ‘the
attempt to stay in power)

Thereafter .relations with
the Soviet .Unipn.were co6l
until the 1950s.

“In the last few years, -

however, - quite new
* pressures have come to bear.

) Union® s
. mvol,ement .with Afghan-

Frfty years almost to the -

Since - the mid-1960s,
there have been sporadic
strikes .and demonstratlons

by students: and -~ small

groups of ‘work®fs, f Iy

in Kabul. , \
New” nnportance

" And .the Indian Ocean

" has taken a new importance
. in the’ inte

:ational military
balance, 'with the USSR
getting military facilities in
South: Arabia and north
east’ Africa, “and” the -US

~building new bases in the

Indian' Ocean and attempt-
ing to. reconstruct a Pakistan
-Iraman military axis. !

The  Soviet Union has for

- years supported the Afghan

clgm to Pushtunistan: a
state to unite the Pushtus in
Afghanistan - (the biggest
nationality: in"tlfe country)
with those in eastern Pakis-
ta, and,_ give landlocked
Afghanistan " (and théreby
the USSR) a corridor to the
Indian Ocean.

Pakistan and the US, of
course, oppose the scheme.

Before he was ousted
President Daud conducted

c}ose talks . with the Pales-

timan government {both.
President Bhutto~and, after
he fell, military du.tator
Zia) on the ‘?ushtumstan'
claim.

)

This may weil -have
caused Moscow to- think
they needed in Afghanistan
a more - energetic counter-

weight to American power,
In any event, the army-

Communist Party coup in
April got the full support of
the USSR, and caused the
CP’ factlons to sink theu
divisions. :

"Thus when papers such
as. “the Daily Telegraph
inform . their Tory readers

- that Afghamstan is gomg.

Commumst’ ‘because it is

to  torpedo

" nor the Afghanistan govern-

. pressure

- and strong.

infested -with thousands of

Soviet advisers, they are not

pointing te anything new, ' :
Soviet influence has been S

strong for years. From the

British . press such alarm is

ironic: . for well over” a

hundred years British imper-

ialism unsuccessfully tried

to ‘pacify’ Afghanistan’ for

use agamst Russia.
The. ignominious . retreat

from Kabul’ (1842) stands

as 'a monument to British’

military incompetence,
dressed up as public-school
heroism.

What the alarmist reports
in the western press very
probably do signal is- the
desire of the US and Britain
the  Taraki
government . and recover
some influence (if not a
client ‘state) in Afghanistan.

Parallel

They will be prepared to
mobilise the most backward
and feudal elements of
sometyto.do 5111 PR,

:Not ‘only do'they. wash to
retneve their strategic
positions; they are also
worried at the possibility of
d revolutionary impact on.
the working masses of the
nelghbourmg states. :

The  Taraki government .
has promised .land reform-at
the exact same moment as
the Shah’s dictatorship in
next-door Iran is being

shaken by mass oppasition.
Neither the Soviet Union .

ment.. have a policy: to
‘sovietise’ the country.

But they cannot leave it
as it is.

There is a parallei with
earher events in Tibet, the
even ‘more backward -coun-
“try at the other end-of the
Himalayas, = during the
1950s. , . .

The Chinese workers’
state - reclaimed Tibet b
1950 (as an -‘autonomous’
region) but for over eight
years Peking  Stalinism
peacefully coeXisted with
the -serf-owning tyranny- of
the Dalai Lama and- his o
Buddhist aristocracy. .. !

Strong pressure

Only when the .CIA
sponsored an ‘indepen-
dence’ Yevolf . against  their
authority, in 1959, did. the
Chinese Stalinists destroy
the old order and impose-
for example-—any.significant
land reforms. .

Tibét  has now been
‘structurally assimilated’ to
_the Chinese Stalinist state. -

Although Afghanistan, of . o
course, is not legally part of {
the ~Soviet Union, - the
for- Moscow - to
bring it under firmer and
more. direct' control. is real

But in doing so the
‘Stalinists and their allies in
the state machine are fearful .
of arousing the masses.

The unleashing of real
struggles—on the land and
for national rights—would
release forces ‘they could
not easily bring .under: |

: control or use as a bargain-

mg -counter - wrth imperial-
ism,
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Fighting the cuts’-TUC style

Postal woﬂcers have-been

struggling up front paths

with an additional burden in
recent weeks: a package of
TUC publicity material cir-

culated to selected union

bureaucrats and branch
officers. v
Thudding through letter

boxes all over the country have
come expensiviely-produced
plastic TUC “wallets bearing the
proud title “TUC Campaign for

- Economic and Social Advance”. -

Inside are a range of metal
and stick-on badges, and single
copies of two posters, one
leaflet and two car stickers with
the. meaningless slogan “For-
Evgrfl to the 80s, not back to the

s.)’

There is also a grandiosely-
titled cardboard “TUC Brief-

“a series of briefing notes on
issues raised by the TUC’s

“Campaign”.

Inform TUC

In reality,+it contains only
one  vacuous leaflet, which,

winds up -offering the reader

some “things to do”—such as
“Protest.to your MP; your local..
paper; your Councillor . ..” and

-“Inform the TUC about what
“you are doing”.

‘One thing is clear: the TUC
itself is spending a great deal of
our money in a futile and trans-:
parent attempt to cover over the
fact that it is. doifig absolutely

“nothing to fight the cuts at local -

or national level. -~

Its pathetic gestures of a |

-pational ~ demonstration - on
March 9 and a “day of action”—
lunchtime ‘meetings!--on. May

14 are designed to allow the

Tory ‘bulldozers to complete

their demolition - of  social --
- services. o

.~ But while the TUC continues
to -block serious -pelicies- of"
strike action and occupation to
stop ~the cuts, many union

bureaucrats will be disappointed °

that its American-style synthet-
ic propaganda splurge has gone
off at half-cock: after all, there
are no flashy cardboard cam-
paign hats to wear!

purportedly containing

TUC cuts cover-up kit

a shaky start

~ Saturday 15 December
saw the first conference of
Newham Against Cuts.

The caﬁxpaign is a joint
initiative of the Newham North
East Constituency Labour Party
and the West Ham Trades
Council. i

The conference was attended
by about 50 delegates represent-

.ing Labour Party branches, the

localk NUT. and NALGO
branches, Newham . Women’s
Group and North East London
Poiytechnic Students Union.

The Council Labour Group
was not represented. .

From  the introductory
report the central confict came
out shaiply.

No rate increases

Carolyn Sikorski, for
Newham NALGO, after out-
lining recent cuts made by the
Labour Council, rejected a
policy of rate increases.to main-'

-tain services.

She correctly argued that the
effects of a rate rise is simply to
pass on the impact of the cuts
to the workers of the area.

Preserving local services in

this way woule reduce the

spending power of the ratepay-
ing households. -

The opposite position was
taken by Tribunite Graham
Lane, for the NUT.

While agreeing to a ‘no cuts
position, he wanted rates to rise
in order to increase the educa-
tion budget.

>

. John

~ councillors #were

-He was.in favour of some-
thing he called a ‘high social
wage’. Although nobody would

" disagree with more money being

spent on education, Lane’s for-
mulation amounts to no more
than a demand on the working
class to spend more.

‘Headed off

For West Ham Trades
Council, Ray Offley tried to
head off the issue. . ‘

In his view the ~campaign

. should be directed ‘against the

Tories, and not focus on the
decisions made in the Council,
which were completely circum-
scribed by - central government
controls. :

Unfortunatély  the  issue

-would' not go away. Ceuncillor
Plant, - representing”

Kensington Ward Labour Party,
argued that it was possible to

‘build a campaign which would

force the Council into conflict

* with government instructions to
. make cuts. '

Although everyone recog-
nised that the right wing leader-
ship of the Labour Group itself

-had no interest in fighting the

cuts, as their recent statements
about ‘opposition within the
law’ made clear, many of the
honest
socialists who hated the idea of

reducing local living standards..

. -The responsibility of
Newham. Against Cuts was to

“show them that the- local

workers “‘were ~determined - to
oppose- the cuts by all means

available to them and would not' :

pull back from direct confron-
tation with the Tory govern-
ment.

If this degree of confidence
was to be developed there had
to. be a clearly defined
programme of action. «

The campaign had to begin
from a recognition of the fact
that = constitutional - protest

- against the Tory cuts was useéless -

and that the Tories were driven
by the economic crisis which
they could not resist,

An equal level of determina--
~tion was needed for effective

resistance. The-campaign should
decide to oppose all cuts and
rate increases. )

If this led to -goveriiment
action such as thie imposition of - -

a Commissioner, this should be

opposed by occuvations and by
rent and rates- strikes to make '

the = Commissiorer’s  work .
impossible. o :
Opposing

~ Despite Lane’s claim; seieral
NUT delegates spoke to oppose
‘the rates increase policy. :

‘There were also, several
proposals - for spreading - the
campaign- into nearby areas and

to achieve some more peneita- -

tion into_the industrial unions in
the area. ’

Possibly the most extraor-
dinary contribution came from

_ local MP Nigel Spearing, who

called for local people to act as
‘good neighbours’ to reduce the

impact of the cuts while we wait '

i : L

'Newham cuts fight off to

for a new Labour majority in
Parliament.
NALGO. delegates

replied that this meant in

practice no fight and leaving it -

up to women to work harder to
substitute for reduced services.
At the end of the meeting,
much - to the relief of the
Tribunites, they were able to

~avoid voting on any policy.

This was argued . as ‘being in

the interests of maintaining a

unified campaign. There is to be
a further conference open {o all
shop stewards in Newham at

which policy resolutions will be

considered and voted on.

The effect of this further
delay is that the Tribunites have
removed the campaign as a
source of pressure on the
Council in the period during
which it begins to draw up its
budget for 1980-81.

There will be efforts to call a
further public meeting to keep
this pressure up, backed with
resolutions.  passed
Labour Party and trade union

branches.
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 struggle by the

Murrays:
an appeal

We reprin't‘ below an
appeal from those cam-
paigning in support of a

anarchists Noel and Marie
Murray for conjugal rights.
In SP 124 we outlined the
way in which Noel and Marie
‘were railroaded into prison on
dubious” evidence for their
supposed involvement in a bank
‘raid in which a garda was killed.
The trial was held before the

“Special Criminal Court where

there is no jury and the sole
evidence was a ‘confession’
which the anarchists claimed
was secured under duress.

One of the campaigners was
acquitted during the trial and

Irish -

has subsequently tumed his

"attention towards' Noel and

Marie’s defence.

As we later reported the
appeals procedure has been
exhausted to no avail. The com-
rades have decided to focus
attention on the inhuman treat-
ment that they are suffering.

While our slogan remains
‘Free Noel and Marie Murray’
we think that their current cam-

paign can play a useful part .in |

focussing attention on the plight
of political prisoners both in
Ireland and elsewhere and we
urge readers of Socialist Press to
hslp where they can.

Copies of SP 124 can be
obtained from Socialist Press
price 25p including postage.

Dear Friends,

A group of concerned people
in Ireland have decided to raise
funds in support of a legal
action which is being taken by
a prisoner there,

Marie Murray is a prisoner
serving a life sentence  in:
Limerick prison in the south of
Ireland. Through the lrish and

' Strasburg courts she is trying to

win conjugal rights with her
husband Noel Murray who is
also serving a life sentence in

‘ the Curragh Military Prison.

At present they have only
one hour visit every three or
four months. .

There are conjugal rightsto a
certain’ degree in- South Ameri-
can and Scandinavian countries.
tf-Marie Murray's legal case is
successful it would change the
existing
prisoners in the state. -

The costs involved in taking

a ‘case of thisy nature 10

“and will

situation’ . for sl

Strasbourg -are very substantial .
costs thousands of
pounds - {anything up to
(£7 000). As it is impossible for
any prisoner to obtain legal aid
for a civil action to procure this
type of money on their own, we
have set up a committee and
opened a bank account where
money can be sent. .

If you wish to support this
legal action, more information .
can be obtained from the
address below. If you could

. send information-about-conjugal

rights in your own country it
would help us in our case.
Crossed cheques to W, Gaj
and R.D. Stenson, account.no.
48034381, Bank ‘of Ireland,

_Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2. ] -
“Tf - you wish to send informa-.] ..

tion and literature please send.it

‘only . to°R.D. Stenson, 15-St. |-~

Aiden Park Road, Fairview,
Dublin 3. R -

- his- group
angrily’

throygh’

BLOODY SUNDAY

March to commemor-
ate murder of unarmed
Irish civilians by British
army.

Sunday 27 January
Birmingham -
Details next issue -

Attempts by NF leader
John Tyndall to re-organise
in Leicester
(following the defection of
the bu of his East
Midlands members into the
new British People’s Party)
ran into problems when;
local anti-fascists decided
they also wanted a hand in'
the “reorganisation”.

Tyndall’s aim was to reform
the Leicester Branch with a view
to taking on' Anthony Reid-
Herbert’s BPP and regaining-

their local headquarters, lost in
the split. -

Cloak and dagger

But despite the most elabor- .-
ate cloak and. dagger security
anti-fascists got wind of the
NF’s arrangements and moved

~ mation of workers )
" squads and for the physical

in to disrupt their cosy plans.
Béfore the already disorien-
ted local NF supporters could
enter the meeting they were
confronted by a group of 20

. anti-fascists who had harried

them on their way through
town. R

. In line with the policy of
‘No platform for fascists’, they
were physically blocked as they
tried to enter the building, and
in the resultant -fighting one
NF member was hospitalised
and several others hurt. -

" The responsé of the NF was
to denounce_this ‘as ‘“‘unfair”.
Clearly they are less than happy
about any situation where the
boot is on the other foot. R

The reply of all anti-fascists
must be to intensify the struggle
for a position of ‘No platform’
in the trade unions, for the for-
defence

breaking up, by the Ilabour

movement, of all fascist groups -

and meetings.

Such a policy must be com-
bined with a political struggle:
against those reformist leaders

1 whose refusal to fight in defence

of workers’ wages, jobs or social
services help create the Con-
ditions of frustration exploited
by the Tascists.

| Nationwide day of activity

Saturday 19°January

to raise £10,000 for the
Southall Defence Fund
Support local activities

Sunday 20 January
Picket of Pentonville
Prison
Free the Southall prisoners
March from Euston Station

' Assemble 1 pm,

No platform
for fascists!
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Crypto Tories renew

Labour witch hunt ......

Still bruised from the

.clubbing meted out to

Callaghan by delegates at
last year’s annual confer-
ence, the Labour Party’s
extreme right wing is now
openly hunting for revenge.

But with local Labour
Parties  increasingly  under
pressure from a militant work-
ing class seeking a means of
struggle against  Tory - cuts,
closures and anti-union laws, the
problem - that faces the nght
wing is how to reassert their
authority.

Cut off noses

The danger that many fear is
that they will wind up simply

- cutting off their noses in order

to spite their face.

This is because in combatt-
ing elements within the Labour
Party that are pressing for
socialist - policies, for Party
democracy, and for an end to
the line of -the reactionary

-Callaghan-Healey leadership, the

right wing winds up having to
choose between two unsatisfac-
tory options/

*They could launch a full-
scale McCarthyite * witch-hunt
against ‘any socialist  element
that stirs within the Party.

Some are plainly looking to
this -option, despite its evident
disadvantages. The results of
this would be unpredictable: in

The problems facing the
American labour movement
are amply illustrated by the

. recent action of the leader-
< ship of the International

Longshoremen’s  Associa-

tion.

These supposed leaders of
the workers’ movement have
outdone Carter in their pro-
imperialism and extreme chauv-
inism, by ordering East Coast
dockers to refuse to service
Russian ~ ships or cargoes
destined for the USSR.

This embargo will hit_the
economy of the USSR, at least
in the short-run, much harder
than Carter’s grain embargo and

_frenzied diplamatic manoeuvres.

In fact the grain embargo is a
dangerous double edged sword
for the Carter administration.

The Americans do not, of
course, sell grain to the Soviet
Union for humanitarian reasons
but because these bulk sales
keep up the price paid to the
American farmers—a significant
force in American politics.

~ Carter scored a victory in
Towa (a major wheat-growing
state) at the time of his election
with his pledge never to use
food as a political weapon.

Now that the price of wheat
has slumped on the futures
market to its legal minimum it’s
easy to see why that was such a

popular pledge.

In the USSR the grain
embargo has had no such
chaotic effect.

This year’s harvest was well
below plan, so the extra wheat
shipments are important—but
it would be wrong to imagine
that the embargo will cause
widespread bread shortages.

The shortages will affect live-
stock feed primarily and so will
lead to slaughtering this winter—

- which may cause long-term

planning difficulties.

Bread shortages or price rises
will be steadfastly avoided by
the bureaucracy, because of the
threat they pose to their own
stability.

The grain embargo is also, of ’

course, not universal,

Owen—warning against party split

some areas Party organisation
would be reduced to a flimsy
shell of time-worn careerists and
right wingers, incapable of
mobilising the electoral support
on which the PLP rests.

In other areas the witch-
hunters themselves could be
defeated, and the position of
Labour militants could be con-
solidated.

*Or alternatively, in line
with the idea floated by bloated
Earocrat Roy Jenkins and given

‘minister

a cautious welcome by shadow
William  Rodgers,
Labour’s extreme right wing
could simply proceed to split
the party and attempt to
establish along with Liberals and
possibly a few ‘left’ Tories, a
new, ‘“centre” party free from
any embarrassing links with the
working class or socialist
rhetoric.

This, too, is a major gamble,
which would effectively hand
over control of the Labour

mbargo crisis
fuces

imperialists

The EEC have tentatively

agreed, but the Argentinian dic- -

tatorship has declared its inten-
tion to continue to deal with
the Russians.

The imperialists face similar
problems when considering
other sanctions against the
USSR: trade with the workers’
states benefits the capitalists as
well as the Stalinist bureau-
cracy.

This is particularly true of
recent investment projects and
partnerships, and techonological
deals between capitalist multi-
nationals and industry in the
workers’ states.

The " ericouragement of such
deals has been a major part of
the economic strategy of the
bureaucracy, faced with huge
productivity and technological
problems as well as a decelerat-
ing growth rate.

Their cancellation would
represent a significant blow
against the Stalinists® strategy
and exacerbate - the crisis in
these misplanned economies.

However, it would be diffi-

Carter—showing his muscles?

cult for the imperialist govern-

ments to cancel such deals since
they have the advantage for the

capitalists, of undermlmng the |

property relations in the Soviet
Union.

They also provide a signif-
icant source of profit only
recently opened up to them,

Carter is at present desper-
ately trying to get the cooper-
ation of the EEC on his moves

" towards sanctions and is now
: calling for a ban on all food .

exports.
The opposition,
is equally fervent.
France and West Germany
are particularly hostile, because
of their involvement in the kind
of deals that are able to flourish
only in a climate of detente.
There is no painless way for
the imperialists to damage the
economy of the Soviet Union.
This is the problem confron-
ting Carter, and one which is

however,

particularly acute when the

capitalists’ ~ economies  are
already in a state of severe crisis.

Party itself to the left wing, and
could well throw its advocates
into a political ‘limbo—denied
votes from both working class

. Labour. supporters and from

hard line Tories.
Fight inside

This is plainly what concerns
right wing spokesman David
Owen in opposing this scheme
and calling on the right to fight
it out inside the Party.

The reemergence last week
of the rather tired old report
by Labour’s former National
Agent ‘Reg (now Lord) Under-
hill is another expression of this

The press had gone easy
on the steel strike in the
hope that it could be wound
up early.

But as the picketing spread
lurid accounts of the dreaded
‘secondary - pickets’ began to
crowd  the front pages. The
union. was ‘out of control’
Strike committees were tearing
up the instructions of their
leaders.

The Daily Mail interviewed
Bill Sirs and Sir Charles Villiers
under the headline ‘The Two
Faces of Crisis’.' Large photo-
graphs showed them looking
glumly out of the page.

Sir Charles Villiers is:

‘‘an old soldier with wounds
and medals to prove it” . “a
6’ 4” tall ramrod master .
eternal Senior Officer—listenin dg
to subalterns’ advice, yet confi
ent in his own Judgement and
absolutely determmed to go his
ownway...

“There’s autocratic Norman
blood there, His folk came over
with VWilliam the Conqueror,
though not, to his regret, on the
first day.”

He doesn’t smoke or drink
and:

“from a sense of social obli-
gation rises at 6 a.m. and tries
to be in bed before 11.00 p.m.”

The Mail writes:

“As his stand forces flying
pickets and police into confmn-
tation, he says: I'm tryi
my little way to make Bntam
better. That’s what I'm on
about, d'ye see? By better I
mean more understanding, more
clever, more successful, richer’,

In his way Sirs is treated

- supporters’

dilemma facing the would-be
witch-hunters.

Retreating from a full scale
war against those adhering to
the very idea of socialism they
have attempted instead to pick
a more restricted but inescap-
able target: the ‘Militant’ group.

‘Militant’ is an obvious target
for the extreme right because of
its considerable support, partic-
ularly within Labour’s youth
movement and its ostentatious
socialist and even Trotskyist
rhetoric.

Anti-communist

For veteran anti-Communists
like Underhill, the fact that such
an outward political face is
combined in practice with a
stubborn refusal to carry out or
support any serious struggle
within the Labour Party for the
removal of the Callaghan-Healey
leadership is seen not as a reason
for soft-peddling on a witch-
hunt, but as evidence of Militant
perfidious  and
devious tactics.

But for the fake lefts of the
Tribune Group, the opportunist
search’ by the Militant for a
group of MPs to support their
positions within the party offers
an alluring prospect of a” ‘deft’
cover.

Benn, Heffer and others,
along with left-talking NUPE
leader Alan Fisher have repeat-
edly utilised the Militant in

efforts to repolish their
tarnished - image  as radical
‘socialists’.

with more respect by the

Mail. The press does respect
the labour bureaucracy. The
feeling is mutual.

Sirs plays his interviewer a
tape of a meeting with British
Steel in which the Teeside
Managing Director Derek Saul
says “I am not very much
impressed by the rhetoric I have
heard in whatever dialect”.

Before he plays the uproar
which follows, the Mail notes
that Sirs tells his secretary to
put her hands over her ears,
“The nicest word she heard was
‘poofter’ .

But the bureaucracy —aspir-
ing to the ideals of the Daily
Mail itself—is also vulnerable at
such times.

The paper notes:

“There was nothing left-wing
about the way he ran his expen-
sive  two-garage house in
Hatfield, where he runs in the
morning and sees the lights go
on in the homes of stockbrokers
and insurance executives who

-are his nelghbours and like him

for what he is.”

Sirs provides the classic
bureaucrat’s explanation for
leading the strike.

“If T had tried to persuade
my people to compromise on a
wage offer which is practically
nothing, i would have lost my
credibility. They would have
ted me and not me them.”

Behind the calls in the press
for tougher picketing laws and
for strike breaking measures lies
a growing uncertainly of which
the Mail interviews are only one
symptom.

The most dramatic shift has
come from the Sunday Times,
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Perhaps this is one reason
why the NEC’s. organisation

committee has once again
turned down a call for the
publication of the Underhlll
report.

The report itself has now
been promptly leaked to the
press to facilitate a coordin-

ated Tory intervention into the
Labour Party.

In contrast, the same com-
mittee voted to recommend that
the expulsion in Oxford of a
TGWU GMC delegate, Socialist
Press supporter, Ted Heslin, .be
upheld.

© Two other socialists, Peter

‘Mclntyre and Ken Williamson,
‘whose membership applications

had been rejected, were recom-

'mended to reapply.

The political crisis confront-
ing the Labour bureaucracy
offers a vital
socialists to struggle for a prin-
cipled programme within the
party.

No bans

But a precondmon of such a
struggle is the fight by all
Labour activists against all right
wing witch-hunts, and against

* bans and proscriptions on social-

ists.

Instead the fire must be
directed at the crypto-Tory
right wing that stands opposed
to the fight to bring down
Thatcher, and unashamedly
committed to a programme of
class compromise and betrayal.

which at the beginning of the
strike, congratulated the govern-
ment for staying detached but
has now dramatically changed
its line.

It outlines the way in which
the strike has hardened:

“The fact that they very
nearly accepted a modest rise
linked to productivity, no

‘no longer means that a little

more money would do the trick.
The climate is now quite differ-
ent.

“Plant closures and job
losses ‘as well as current wage
demands are being drawn into
what is now a wide challenge,
sincerely felt, to the govern-
ment’s policy for the industry,
and to some extent for mdustry
in general™,

“In our view the issue is now )

whether intervention should
come before or after several
weeks of probably irreperable
damage has been done to British
industry. We suggest the sooner
the better™,

The paper goes on to blame
bad management for the crisis in
steel, and proposes fewer job
cuts, a bigger wage rise and the
cancelling of - some of the
massive interest charges British

Steel has to pay, in return for

productivity.

This ‘solution’ is of course
no solution. But when the paper
that has consistently argued
(and practiced) confrontation
management now pleads for
classic Labourite horse-trading
with the bureaucracy, it is an
indication of the lack of confid-
ence with which important
sections of the bourgeoisie now
view the Thatcher government.

chance for.
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We reprint here
national Pre-conference hosted by
seven organisations with delegate status
necessary discussions and joint work to ensure
concerned would establish the basis for the formation of

the final text of the Declaration of Intent adopte
the Workers Socialist League. T
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‘Declaration of Intent

d on December 31 at the Inter-
he resolution, endorsed by all

at the Pre-conference, is a commitment to conduct the

tendency, pledged to fight for the reconstruction of the Fourth International.

*More than 40 years
after the founding of the
Fourth International, the
historical crisis of humanity
still remains reduced to the
crisis> of  revolutionary
leadership.

*In its deepening econ-
omic and political crisis,
imperialism is challenged at
every turn by the proletariat
and the other = oppressed
‘Jayers of humanity in their
struggle for an end to
exploitation, oppression and
the abolition of universal
want. :

*Mass struggles against
despotism and military dic-
tatorship have rocked the
allies of imperialism
throughout the world.

*Struggles for national
liberation  have ousted
colonial rulers from vast
tracts of Asia and Africa,
and continue to this day
despite all the concerted
military power of US imper-
jalism and its fellow
OpPpressors.

*As the bourgeoisie toys
with its last card of fascism
(most obviously in Turkey)
or military dictatorship,
workers -have surged
forward - to - confront -this
‘threat of renewed barbar-
‘ism. .

*Even while they seek in
vain to resolve their crisis,
the capitalists meet militant
resistance from the organ-
ised strength of ~workers
acting with strikes and occu-
pations to defend jobs,
wages, conditions and social
services against attacks from
the employers, the state and
the IMF.

*Even in their metropol-
itan homelands, the imper-

- jalists cannot rest easy.
© *New layers: are
constantly: thrown forward
into these struggles, and
women workers in
particular have fought to 1ift
the dual burdén they bear
as wage-labourers and the
object of sexual oppression.

*At ~the same time,
young workers, school and
college students have been

in the vanguard of struggles’

against  imperialism and
oppression (South Africa,
Iran, Nicaragua), and across
the world the militancy and
revolutionary enthusiasm of
the youth have played a
vital part in igniting action
against the attacks of the
hourgeoisie. )

*Qver the last 30 years,
the international proletariat
has made powerful gains,
but also suffered serious
defeats and setbacks.

*Yet its enormous objec-
tive. strength remains
chained by the historic crisis
of proletarian {eadership.

*The contradiction
between the needs of the
proletariat and the actions
of its leaders is as massive
‘today as it was at the time
of the struggles to found the
Fourth International.

*Workers have fought in

- leaders—the

heroic struggles towards
political revolution in the

. degenerated and deformed

workers’ states (above all,
Hungary in 1956), yet these

" independent’ movements of

the revolutionary proletariat
have been crushed by the
political -tyranny of the
Stalinist bureaucracies.

*To fulfil their revolu-
tionary aspirations these
workers need ~a new,
conscious. leadership from
the forces of Trotskyism.

*Workers in struggle
against imperialism confront
not only the forces of
capital and ' the repressive
apparatus of the bourgeois
state but also their ‘own
reformists,
Stalinists and petty
bourgeois nationalists.

© *The mass forces in
struggle against imperialism
and  against the uling
Stalinist bureaucracies
objectively need a new,
revolutionary leadership to
replace the counter-revolu-

. tionary betrayals of the old

leaders.

*The best elements in
these struggles are actively
searching for that leader-
ship.

*Yet most of them can
discover only the constantly
shifting varieties of centrism
and degenerate fragments of
the Fourth International.

*For a new element has
now- compounded thé crisis
of proletarian leadership:

that is, the crisis of the.

Fourth Int'e;rnational itself.

3—

*Today the Fourth Inter-
national no longer exists as
the world party of socialist
revolution~ founded by
Trotsky and the forces of
the International  Left
Opposition .in 1938. Indeed
it has_been disrupted both
politically_and organisation-
ally by revisionist
tendencies. .

*We have come together

the Fi, OCRFI and
IC. which have abandoned
the  principles - and __ _the

method of the Transitional
Programme. In reacting to
these problems, groups such
as the IST have plunged into
the extremes of sterile
sectarianism.

*But the Fourth Inter-
national will not be recon-
structed as the world party
of  socialist  revolution
through the formation of
another international organ-
isation which puts itself for-
ward with sectarian arro-
gance as the entire body of
world Trotskyism.

*We recognise the urgent

" need to develop, with both

the leadership and the mem-
bership of these groupings,
fi le _discus-

nuing post-

sion. e.continl
war_crisis_of the Fourth

International, and on the
lessons which this holds for
the struggles for revolution-
ary programme in today’s
class struggle. ’

*The recent split in the

.ment

SWP leader—Barnes
USFI over Nicaragua has led
to the formation of a joint
Parity Commission by the
Bolshevik Faction, Leninist
Trotskyist Tendency and
OCRFI—with the declared
objective of convening an
open conference of the
world Trotskyist movement
on the crisis in the FI. Only
if such a conference is
genuinely open and devoted
to thorough debate on the
key questions Trotskyists

- have faced or are facing can
_ it constitute a step forward

on the path towards the
political clarification neces-
sary for the reconstruction.

- of the Fourth International.

*Beyond the ranks of
these larger groupings there
lies a hest of organisations
which identify themselves.as
Trotskyist and declare as

their ambition the -recon-
struction. of the Fourth
International.

*Confined for the most
part to -national isolation

until now, some of these -

groupings will play the key
part in the fight to recon-
struct the Fourth Inter-
national. :

*But alongside them, the
most = developed militants
from - workers’ struggles
must be ‘drawn centrally
into this battle, together
with those forces prepared
to break politically from the
bankrupt leaderships of the
USFI, OCRFI, IST and IC,
or ready to develop beyond
a history of centrism, petty
bourgeois nationalism or

feminism.

*On the basis of agree-
with the program-
matic report “The Trans-
itional Programme in
Today’s Class Struggle” and
with the general lines of the
“Programmatic Basis”, we
now declare our intention
to build a ' democratic-
centralist international
tendency, committed to the
fight to reconstruct the
Fourth International.

*This tendency will work
to develop and expand the

. political fight for the recon-
struction of the FI to lead"

the struggles of the prolet-
ariat and its potential allies
towards the revolutionary
seizure of - power and the
world dictatorship of the

proletariat.
*From this = conference
our organisations have

established an international
liaison committee to act as

the focus of our political
.discussions prior to the
ifounding conference, and to
draw up a document stating
the conditions of member-
ship of the tendency, as well
as to plan and commence
coordinated intervention by
consistent Trotskyists in the

fight to reconstruct the
Fourth International.

*This document will
bring _ together the
tendency’s programmatic

positions as the fundamen-
tal tasks confronting a
Trotskyist leadership in
today’s class struggle.

*The tendency itself will
be formed only after
principled agreement has
been reached both on these
conditions of membership
and on national perspectives
and tasks for the member
organisations, together with
a full commitment to enter
into international discipline.

*We issue the following
call to all those forces
engaged in the revolutionary
struggle for international
socialism: ,

*The crisis of the Fourth
International has added a
new dimension to the

_ historic crisis of proletarian

leadership in the epoch of
imperialist decay.

*That crisis can be
resolved only through the
reconstruction ~ of  the

Fourth International, to-

raise once again the banner
of revolutionary commun-
ism and unite the workers
of the world behind the
leadership of one world
revolutionary party.
*Qpportunism and
sectarianism offer no way

forward to the international’

proletariat, and they can
play no part in advancing its
struggles. .

_*We take our stand on
the traditions and experien-
ces of the communist move-

.ment, as embodied in the
decisions of the first four
congresses of the Commun-
ist International and in the
founding documents of the
Fourth International, and
we declare our resolve to
struggle relentlessly against
all attempts to dilute or
distort these principles.
*Being- in no way sectar-
ian, we do not oppose our

, own interests to the inde-

pendent class interests of

Mandel

- oppression,

the revolutionary proletar-

NATIONAL,

that within the next two years the organisations
a democratic centralist international

N

iat, and set as our task the
building of independent
Trotskyist parties as
national sections of a recon-
structed Fourth Interna-
tional.

*Today our forces are
small, but they will grow
through the consistent and
determined orientation we
give to workers in their
struggles against imperialist
against . the
political dictatorship of the
Stalinist bureaucracies and
the betrayals of their exist-
ing leaders. )

*History offers no alter-
native Yo humanity but a
relapse into barbarism or
the reconstruction of the
Fourth International to lead
the proletariat to achieve its
historic tasks.

*The same stark alierna-
tive lies before all those
forces who are -prepared to
struggle for socialist revolu-
tion and the world dictator-
shipof the proletariat.

*Unpite with us now in
the revolutionary "unity of
programmatic agreement, or
stand on the sidelines as the
courage, strength and deter-
mination of the proletariat
are betrayed by, today’s:
leaders to a future of
poverty, misery, fascism and
war.

FORWARD TO THE

~ RECONSTRUCTION _ OF

THE FOURTH INTER-
, WORLD
PARTY OF SOCIALIST

REVOLUTION!

- offer
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.\\\Q\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\'

Presenting the opening
report to the international
pre-conference, WSL Exec-
utive Committee ‘member
John Lister stressed the
necessity to develop the
1938  Transitional Pro-
gramme  on - which the
Fourth International had
been founded.

“The Programme was not
written as-a dead letter, to be
preserved in a pot and wheeled
out for annual exhibitions. It
was designed as a guide fo
action in the real world. As such.
it is worthless if not tested,
developed, enriched and
enlarged in the context of the
world struggle of the prolet-
ariat for socialist revolution”,

‘he said.

Pointing to the objective
problems faced by the post-
war Trotskyist movement in this
fight, comrade Lister stressed in
particular the unexpected devel-
opment of the post-war capital-
ist ‘boom’, and the continued
existence and expanded role of
Stalinism on a world scale.

Contradictions

Within each phenomenor
lie contradictions which it i
vital for Marxists to recognise
The ‘boom’ itself, for instance
must be understood as contain
ing the seeds of today’s slump.

“The vast and rapid accumu
lation of capital during th
boom turned .inevitably int
oves-accumulation- the  ove:
accumulation of capital relativ
to the possibilities for th
extraction of profit from th
exploitation of living labour.”

And the contradictory rol
of Stalinism, too, must t
grasped if Trotskyists are t
workers a  consister
political lead:

“Jt is not enough simply 1
insist- that Stalinism in 1979,
in 1938, is “counter-revolutio
ary through and through”. W
must understand the increase
importence Jf Stalinism in ¢
development of the world cla

L ———
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struggle, and we must explain
how this thoroughly counter-
revolutionary. force carried
through the historically pro-
gressive step of expropriating
capitalist property relations in
major sections of the globe™,

The preconference docu-
ment tabled by the WSL, The
Transitional  Programme in
Today'’s Class Struggle, attempts
to tackle the problem of devel-
oping the 1938 programme in
the light of such changes, and
o look at the current balance
of class forces which presents
particular forms of the crisis of
working class leadership.

Peaceful coexistence

ocial democratic leaderships
d the commitment of the
Stalinists to  “peaceful coexis-
tence” and international class
compromise, the forward move-
ment of the masses- against a
isistidden ' imperialism has
nflicted major setbacks, which
eated the conditions in which
e tumultuous struggles of
1978-79 toppled the Shah and
Bomoza, and vividly exposed
e political weakness of US
jmperialism.
Yet through such spontan-
pous struggles alone the work-
ing class remains unable to free
tself from oppression and
exploitation. The need for
rotskyist leadership is more
pbvious than ever. )
Yet at -this very point the
prisis-ridden  world  Trotskyist
novement - iS once more
yracked by confusion and a
najor international split.
The split in the United
ecretariat, triggered by the
ents in Nicaragua, follows on
succession of post-war splits
ind: disputes that have on each
beeasion followed on an upsurge
f class struggle in which earlier
ogrammatic revisions have
een exposed.
And at no point were the
olitical lessons of these splits
nd disputes consciously anal-
sed as the basis for political
evelopment..

Despite the treachery of

The adaptation to Castroism
and the petty bourgeois
nationalist forces of the FSLN
in Nicaragua by the American
SWP was a development of its
earlier Pabloite capitulation to
the Vietnamese Stalinist
invasion of Kampuchea. i

But on the other hand the
Bolshevik Faction, which has
emerged defending the
orthodox policy of building a
Trotskyist party in Nicaragua,
was itself not free from vacill-
ations during the summer of
1979. . .

It was the BF’s interven-
tion in Nicaragua, through the

 Simon Bolivar Brigade which has

brought it into conflict with the
FSLN forces, and forced a
change of line.

“Nicaragua is no single issue,
no isolated  development,
stressed comrade Lister. “It is
the latest outcome of a
historical process of develop-
ment in the world class struggle
over the last 30 years—a process
which has time and again left
would-be Trotskyists rudderless
and confused at crucial points,

“The FI can no more be
“reconstructed” today on the
basis of agreement on Nicaragua
alone than it could be seriously
reunified in 1963 on the basis of
agreement on the single issue of
Cuba‘v:'.hile for th

¢ pressing for the most
active campaigns of solidarity

“with the Nicaraguan prolet-

ariat and for a programme to
advance their struggle, we must
deepen and develop our under-
standing of the overall impor-
tance of the Nicaraguan events
for the development of the
Trotskyist movement.”

. In the .discussion which
followed a Danish delegate
from the . Trotskyist Workers
League (TAF) emphasised the
need for further theoretical
investigation of the post-war
capitalist economic ‘boom’,
which had not been foreseen
by Trotsky or the Trotskyist
movement.

Doesn’t fit

“It would be wrong to
claim that the Transitional Pro-
gramme fits all the facts of the
post-war period when it
doesn’t”, she argued. A TAF
amendment, adopted by the
pre-conference, stressed the im-
portance of further work on
these questions, to develop an
analysis based on a development
of the writings of Lenin and
Trotsky on imperialism.

A delegate from the Italian
Bolshevik Leninist Group (GBL)
also underlined this point, while
stressing the GBL’s general
agreement with the main docu-
ment.

The Nicaraguan events have
produced not a new method
among the USFI majority, but
a revival of Pabloism, he
declared.

This can be seen in the way
the USFI has adapted to Casto-
ism, and attributed a leadership
function to the petty bourgeois
FSLN. ‘

But it is impossible to reduce

" everything to discussion on the

Nicaraguan question—the events
there have produced from the
Bolshevik Faction and the LTT
a series of political positions and
shifts of policy which in no way
amount to .a correct political
perspective,

No regeneration

We must neither abstain
from characterising the forces
that have come together in the
Parity Commission nor uA'ace
faith in the possibility that the
internal debates now taking
place amongst Trotskyist forces

offer the possibility of a regen- |

eration spontaneously taking
place.

The lessons of ‘Portugal and

- workers’

ng a firm basis for
l discussion

-

We present below a summary of the
two main reports and discussion at
the International Pre-conference. In _
next week’s Socialist Press we will |
publish extracts from the documents
put forward to the conference by the

Italian GBL.

of Nicaragua refute the argu-
ment that revisionism will
correct itself in a pre-revolu-
tionary or even a revolutionary
situation.

A critical note was struck
by an observer from the

" Austrian IKL, who while stating

agreement with the document’s
sections on the method of the
USFI and the IC, declared that
there was little point in simply
denouncing past errors. :

It is wrong to say that the
Transitional Programme is still
valid and alive today, she
argued. And it is wrong to say
it simply needs developments

"and additions.

The Transitional Programme
was written for a specific period
of time, giving specific perspec-
tives. A  revolutionary pro-
gramme must relate to the
problems of the recent past and
look forward to the future. We
can’t do this at the moment.

It is necessary instead to
reconstruct the programme. In
particular we must explain how
it is possible that the working
class has for so long endured
a class collaborationist leader-
ship. Revolutionary politics
cannot be reduced to a question
of proletarian leadership. We
must also take account of the
attitude of mind of the working
class.

General lines

An observer from Workers
Power agreed with the IKL; the
problem "was that the main
document put forward only
general lines of policy.

“We would agree on the
criticisms of the politics of the
USFI and OCRFI and on .the
government section.
But the programme is so general
that it may well hide a series of
differences over method and
tactics™, he said. )

To found an international
tendency - without practical
agreement on strategy and
tactics in the class struggle is to
risk building on sand.

In contrast to this a dele-
gate from the Bolshevik Workers
League of Chile (LOB) strongly
declared her general agreement
with the document, and the pre-

conference’s method of
approach to the question of
building an international
tendency.

“We oppose a tendency built
on only one point of agreement.
But neither do we favour dis-
cussing every minutest detail as
a precondition.

“This is not only utopian
but (given that every national
grouping can hold tactical
differences) it would hold back
the construction of an inter-
national tendency.

“We will not discuss our
tactics with just anyone: only
with those forces with whom we
are in general agreement.”

Method

An observer for the Fourth
Internationist Tendency out-
lined their historical origins in a
split with the OCRFI on
programmatic questions and

. differences ‘on the method of

constructing the Fourth Inter-
national. .

He emphasised that the FIT
does not regard itself as “the”
Fourth International—merely a
tendency fighting for its recon-
struction.

“We understand the need for
discussion with forces that
consider themselves Trotskyist.
In- this sense we think that
debate and common work is the
fundamental basis for the con-
struction of the FI”,

The comrade went on to
warn of the possible dangers of
the Open Conference to be
convened by the Parity Com-
mission, while stressing that the

FIT does not hold an absten-
tionist position on it.

- He proposed an organised

discussion between the FIT and

 those forces represented at the

~ preconference, declaring that’

the programme put forward by
the WSL was an adequate basis
for such a discussion, though
there are points which the FIT
wishes to raise.

There seem to be funda-
mental areas of agreement—par-
ticularly on the validity of the
Transitional Programme.
Tactical differences can never
prevent work in a common
tendency. It is necessary to dis-
tinguish tactical from strategic
questions in such a discussion.

A detailed series of amend-
ments to the draft document
was moved by a GBL delegate,
who stressed that they were all
in their view consistent with the
generalline of the document as
a whole, : v

The majority of these were,
in fact, accepted by the WSL
delegation, while some others
pointed to areas where further
discussion is  necessary—in
particular on the post-war econ-
omic boom and the question of
the social overturn in Cuba
following the 1959 revolution.

The next section of the
agenda was introduced by a
report from the WSL Exec-

utive which stressed the historic "

continuity of the Transitional
Programme and its method from
the = Communist = Manifesto,
through the first four congresses
of the Communist International

and the struggles of the Trotsky-

ist Left Opposition.

The programme and its
demands were therefore not
specifically related to the year
1938, but the embodiment of a
method and principles fought
for over a whole period by
Marxists.

Experiences

Stressing the need for an
international tendency whose
national groupings take up the
struggle to carry such a method
into the practice of the class

struggle, he went on to examine -

some of ‘the experiences,
achievements and problems of
the WSL in such a fight.

In the ensuing discussion
speakers from the Austrian
IKL and German Spartacusbund
strongly challenged what they
regarded as an attempt to

generalise experiences from the
British class struggle, when
things are very different in other
parts of the world.
There are periods, they
argued, such as the ‘boom’
period of the 1950s, in which
the Transitional Programme and

"'its demands are not relevant,

and it is not possible to mobilise
workers in conflict with their
ref‘cirmist Jeaders.

n Austria and Germany
today, they continued, the class
struggle is quiescent, and it is
impossible to mobilise the work-
ing class. Strike figures in
Austria are estimated in minutes
lost per year. This is partly
because inflation is only 4% and
there is virtually no unemploy-
ment, /

The comrades were also
highly critical of those speakers
who suggested that a strategy
for intervention into the
German and Austrian proletariat
might require a tactical orienta-
tion towards those workers at
present around the Social
Democratic parties there.

A rather different criticism
was levelled by the observer
from the Irish Workers Group
who felt that the general line of
the document failed sufficiently
to “flesh out” strategic
principles with an analysis of
problems in fighting for them.

He cited the differences
between the three main
Trotskyist currents in Ireland —
PD, LWR and IWG—as a case in
point.

An FIT speaker focussed
attention on the section of the

- document on Permanent Revo-
lution, which he thought the -

least adequate—particularly on
the question of the ‘united
front’ in semi-colonial countries.

“The problem here is that it
is not counter-revolutionary
workers’ parties, but petty bour-

geois and bourgeois nationalist |

leaders who hold back the
masses for long periods”.

A speaker from the US
Socialist League (DC) referred
to the growing economic crisis
of imperialism, which threatens
to disrupt the class equilibrium
of even “stable” capitalist
regimes such as those of West
Germany and Austria. )

And an observer from the
US Trotskyist Organising Com-
mittee underlined the uneven
and combined development of
the proletariat and its struggle
by pointing to the low level of
unionisation and lack of even a
reformist working class party in
the USA.
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Trotsky

The reply to the discussion
specifically warned of the
danger—exemplified in  the
contributions from the Austrian
and German comrades—of
basing an assessment on subjec-
tive impressions based on a
single country, or on the

apparent acquiescence of the -

working class to the positions of
its reformist and ind
leaders.

Nor was there a period in
which the demands and method
of the Transitional Programme
could be said to have been
irrelevant to the class struggle.
The 1950s, for example, saw the
Korean war, Suez, struggles for
political revolution and the
Cuban revolution. In each case
the Programme had a perspec-
tive to offer.

Only in the struggle for a
programme of  independent
action in conflict with the
bureaucracy —even if this
struggle begins from a situation
of isolated propaganda work—
can workers be broken from
reformism.

It is not a question of rejec-
ting revolutionary propaganda
as such: rather we must beware
of seeking to do no more than
simply carry out propaganda
work, and thus turn our organ-
isations into small circles
divorced from the working class.

The  struggle - for the
programme is the -struggle to
mobilise the working class on its
demands—demands which when
acted upon form the bridge
from existing trade union
consciousness to the conscious-
ness necessary for the socialist
revolution.

Stalinist -

With amendments

econstruct the Fourth International |
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As the Tory government
presses ahead with a ruthless
attack on workers rights and
living standards, there is
widespread sympathy and
support for the call for mass
actjon to bring them down.

But what is less clear to
workers who have only just
experienced = five years of
Labour cuts, Labour wage
controls, and Labour govern-
ment attacks on trade union and

democratic rights, is what
should replace the Tories.

Are we in favour of
swapping Thatcher for

Callaghan? If not, what policy
do we advocate to break out of
this vicious circle of Tory and
right wing Labour governments?

Why is it that—at the present
stage in the struggle—the WSL
calls for the replacement of
the Toriés by a Labour govern-
ment, and for workers to
demand of that government a
programme of socialist policies?

As a revolutionary socialist

organisation, of course, the"

Workers Socialist League starts
out from the necessity to
mobilise the mass of the
working class to overthrow the
capitalist system, nationalise
without compensation the
privately owned banks, trusts,
land, factories and other means
of production, and destroy and
dismantle the state apparatus set
up by the capitalist class to pro-
tect that. private property—the
standing army, police, bourgeois
courts and judiciary.

Facade

We stand for the removal of
the present disguised dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie —marked
under the facade of parliamen-
tary democracy, in which all the
real decisions are in fact taken
by the capitalist class and its
appointed state functionaries.

In its place we fight for the

dictatorship of the proletariat,.

in which the massive majority of
the population could impose its
will upon the tiny minority of
exploiters and reactionaries.

We fight for a socialist
society in which democratic
decisions are taken in elected
workers’ councils, and in which
the economic resources and
latest developments in technol-
ogy can be planned and utilised
for the benefit of the majority
of the population in Britain and
on a world scale.

But we know that this, com-
munist, view is not at present
shared by the majority of the
working class. This comes as no
surprise. There is a material
reason for it.

Reformist

For two centuries British
workers like countless millions

of workers throughout the”

world have time and again
sought an answer to their
problems through reformist,
trade union struggles: struggles
which have at times posed major
crises for a confused and divided
ruling class, but' which have
been containable within the
bounds of capitalist society.

It is in the nature of things
that, sooner than face the
daunting task of overthrowing
the whole existing social order,
workers will seek first of all to
utilise any means which seem to
offer ‘an easier method of resolv-

ing their  problems—seeking
reforms within the system.
Workers seeking to defend
and improve their conditions
have continuously come into
conflict with their exploiters;
and. in periods where capitalism
has . been expanding, certain

" concessions—some of them im-

portant concessions—have been
won,

These concessions in turn
reinforce the view that reforms
within the system can provide
for the needs of the working
class.

Mass trade unions, reflecting
this approach, have been
formed.

Their leaders, however,
thrust forward initially as the
spokesmen for the demands of
the workers, find themselves
increasingly under pressure from
and drawn into collaboration
with the employers.

Transmission belt

From their national vantage
point at the head of the workers
movement these leaders then act
as a. brake upon the develop-
ment _of  working . class
consciousness.

.Similarly mass reformist
parties, such as the Labour
Party, while to a certain extent

reflecting aspirations of the.

working class for reforms

obtained - through Parliament,”

inevitably act as a transmission
belt whereby the leading ranks
are drawn increasingly into the
machinery and institutions .of
the capitalist state and relay the
views and ideology of the ruling
class in the ranks of the workers
themselves. &.

Under the combined
influence of its reformist trade
union and political leaders,
whose = personal . power and

. privileged bureaucratic positions

rest upon the perpetuation of
the capitalist system, the work-

Tory conference: what next after defeating Thatcher?
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ing class is continuously direc-
ted along lines of seeking piece-
meal concessions from the capit-
alists or even using the capitalist
state machinery to accomplish
an illusory ‘gradual’ parliamen-
tary transformation to
“socialism”’.

But the present period is one
of profound, historic crisis and
dislocation of the world capital-
ist system, within which British
capitalism, initially the domin-
ant industrial power, is in-partic-
ularly grave decline.

In place of the reforms and
concessions it made in the past,
the = British capitalist class,
represented openly by the Tory
government, is now forced to
stand at the forefront of an
international bosses’ offensive
designed to strip workers of
jobs, rights and living standards
in a hell-for-leather rush to res-
tore profitability.

Those leaders who in the
past have offered reforms within
the system have now to
persuade workers to cooperate
with a worsening of their con-
ditions in order to preserve the
system: there are no serious
reforms to be obtained.

It is in this crisis that the
seeds are sown both for mass
struggles that can bring down
the Tory government, and for
the political  break by large

“sections of workers from the

pipe-dreams and illusions
peddled by their reformist
leaders. o

Tooth and nail

To defend rights and living
conditions that they have regar-
ded as automatic in the last
period, workers must now wage
a tooth and nail battle against

the employers, the Tories, and\ .
whole sections of the ‘trade |

union and Labour bureaucracy.
Callaghan, for instance, has
from' the outset declared the

FIGHTING FOR A
WORKERS -
OVERNMEN

opposition of Labour’s right
wing leadership to industrial
action designed to bring down
the Tories or even to block
them from implementing their
reactionary election manifesto.

But just as workers in the
winter of 1978-79 brushed aside
the threats, appeals and pleading
of the Callaghan government to
stage a massive round of pay
strikes that crushed the Labour
government’s 5% pay policy, it
will be not so much Callaghan’s
protestations as the material
forces at work upon and within
the working class that will deter-
mine whether or not there is a
development of mass strike
action against the Tories.

Experience

In the course of such mass
action large numbers of workers
can, given a correct lead, make
the kind of political develop-

ment that is required. As Lenin

pointed out:

“Revolution is impossible
without a change in the views of
the majority of the working
class, and this change is brought
about by the political exper-
ience of the masses, and never
by propaganda alone.”

(Left Wing Communism)

The task before revolution-
aries is therefore threefold: (a)
fighting to devélop and extend
the partial struggles that erupt,
to the level of mass class action
against the- Tory government;
(b) fighting within -~ such
struggles to expose the inade-
quacy and treachery of the
existing mass leaders of the
working class; and (c) build-
ing a mass revolutionary party
capable of leading the struggle
for socialism. :

It is to a large extent the
success that revolutionaries have
in the second of these tasks—the
exposure of the existing leaders
~that will determine the future

Lenin

Why communists say

‘vote, Labour’

course of the class struggle.

The exposure of the reform-
ist leaders must take place under
conditions of the struggle to
bring down the Tories and to
force through alternative, social-
ist, revolutionary policies which
alone can meet the material
needs of the working class.

The right wing of reformism
stands increasingly opposed to

any such struggle. It rejects

moves designed to defeat the
Tories, and itself eagerly
embraces the same reactionary
capitalist policies.

Fifth chumnists

As the working class moves
into _battle against the: main
enemy, it will increasingly
recognise the need to fight these

. fifth columnists within its own

ranks.

But at such a point the acute
danger . is that in rejecting the
right wing of Labourism;
workers will be persuaded that
the smooth-talking 9Teft’ wing,
with their verbal opposition to
Callaghan and vague calls to
bring down the Toties’ can offer
an answer to their problems.

This is why it is crucial for
Marxists to focus on the
exposure of the actual role
which these ‘lefts’ play in prac-
tice as a cover for the right
wing and as more ‘militant’
advocate of seeking socialism
through parliamentary reforms.

The 4efts’ have no coherent
alternative policy to counter-
pose to the Callaghan-Healey
leadership: they are incapable of
offering to  workers the
necessary principled lead. Their
commitment to nationalism
(import controls) and to tinker-
ing with the capitalist economy
means that they must eventually
collapse into the arms of the
right wing.

We must ensure that workers
are brought into conflict with
these ‘lefts’ at the moment they
pull back from the fight.

For this reason, without in
the least bit peddling illusions in

the defts’, it is necessary to give

them critical support insofar as

they. speak out against and

oppose the right wing, while at

the same time pressing them to

go further, and to put their.
‘left’ words into practice.

Burnt out

We must direct the attention
of workers to the burnt-out

shells of former defts’-such as '

Michael Foot—who have aban-
doned the pretence of oppos-
ition to the right wing: and
those that parade occasional
qeft’ speeches while keeping
their heads down whenever a
struggle erupts.

In this way we create con-
ditions in which workers look-

_ing to their traditional leaders

for a way forward against the

‘Tories, experience the retréat

of the ‘efts’ from the neces-
sary fight: and at the same time
we spell out consistently -the
alternative revolutionary rout
that must be followed. . :

We call therefore at present
for ‘the return of a Labour
government, but not one where
Callaghan.and Healey are simply
allowed to return to the policies
of 1974-79.

This is why we call on
workers in Labour Parties and
union branches to put down
demands on the Labour qefts’
to campaign for the removal
of the Callaghan/Healey leader-
ship, and for its replacement
by leaders prepared to imple-
ment. socialist policies.

Transitional demands

And we combine this with
propaganda and agitation for a
system of transitional demands
for the defence of jobs, wages
and social services, and with the
struggle to mobilise indepen-
dent working class action on
such demands.

'And within such struggles we
fight to direct workers to the
building of independent organ-




elected strike committees, cccu-
patiqn committees.  prices

action .

emerge and grow in scale and

scope, they will come to rep-

resent the class strength of

the working class, through
" . which it can and must challengg
the power of the- capitalist class
“and the bourgeois state’ mach:
inery .

v

74T ‘weykeds ooueANe] :OLOHd

_Classic ‘left”Skinner

As soon as such a develop-
ment becomes a possibility,
- it. will be essential-to combine
demands on the Labour leaders
with the fight to make them
responsible to the -councils of
action, and the call for a
- government based not on the-
rigmarole - of  Parliamentary
democracy, but on the tangible
power and living demands- of
the organised workmg class.

Burnt out: Foot
Insofar as any ‘left® is pre-
pared - to take up some .or all
-of ‘these demands -and fight in
- the interests of the working
- class, "we offer him or her

. cntlcal support.

. But at the same time we
stress that the fight for these
demands as a whole requires the
revolutlonary mobilisation of
. the working class—a task from
--which 9eft’ reformists shy away,
and which requires the building
of :a mass, revolutionary party.

And we contrast to the class
collaboration, confusion and ;
-betrayal of simply another |
Labour _government under a.

- Callaghan or a Benn the call for

~ a  workers’ government, al

< _.government responsive to the
needs - and -demands of the
workers’ movement and com-
mitted to the -struggle for
workers’ independent interests.
If we resolutely and success-
fully press the fight for a revol-
utiopary party we are convinced
that in the course of the coming
struggles .and political
experiences growing sections of ;
workers will come to recognise
with us that the only consistent
workers® government is, in fact,
the dictatorship of the prolet—

solution to their problems is to |
fight, with us, for the overthrow
of capltahsm to bring that
‘about.

Availsble. (16p - inc postsge)
from WSL, ‘31, Dartmouth
Park_Hil, London NWS 1THR
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isations to take. forward the !
fight for their class interests—°

committees,” open the books ]
committees and ‘councils "of

We stress that, as such bodies

“of political activists,

ariat, and that the only real

" attention, )
-generates as much support as™
.CED.

'In late September 1979,
in the shadow of the
crippled Three Mile Island

nuclear power - plant in -

Pennsylvania, the Califoriiia

Campaign for Economic

Democracy (CED) launched
an unprecedented presiden-
tial-style tour of 50 cities in
15 key presidential primary
states. .

For the next month CED
leaders Tom Hayden and Jane
Fonda made speeches, gave
interviews and  conducted
meetings with a broad spectrum
union
leaders and elected public
officials.

In this they were joined for
short times by wellknown

figures of the left flank of the -

Democratic Party and liberal
activists including United Farm
Workers President Cesar Chavez,
Rev. Jesse Jackson and the
President of the National Organ-

isation for Women, Eleanor
Smeal.
Nationwide debate

The declared aim of the tour
was to build and strengthen
links with grass-roots oiganisa-
tions throughout the USA and
to trigger a nation-wide debate
on issues such as inflation and
.energy, within the context of a
programme of “economic demo-

cracy”.
Fonda described herself as a
modern  “Pauline  Revere”,

raising a clarion-call to the
nation about the dangers facing
the U.S.

Immediately afterwards,

Fonda took off to make movies, -

Hayden went into, isolatidn “to
write a book” and the rest of
CED- had susprisingly little to
say about the policies of the

‘rash of presidential candidates

that. entered the race for the
1980 nomination in early
November or indeed on any
major issue.

Did CED run out of steam? °

Did the organisation built with
Fonda’s - money outstrip- its

popuiar support? Or was there

some’ sub:stance to the rumours
in LA ‘eft’ circles that some
threat had been made, perhaps
to Fonda’s acting career, that
encouraged the adopn%n of a
low profile?

In any event, and whatever
happens in the future the emer-

‘gnece cf a pressure group to the
left of the US Democratic party ~

is -an event worthy of some
especially when it

- gained

. of rights,

eviction protéctlon and controls

Fonda’s (
limits of singl
issue radicalism

What is CED and where is it -
going?

CED was born in the
summer of 1976 out of the cam-
paign to win for: Tom-Hayden
the Deémocratic’ Party nomina-
tion for. the United States
Senate in California.

Hayden, who was.a leader of
the Students for -a Democratic
Society (SDS) and of the move-
ment to end the Vietnam war in
the 60s, lost to the incumbent,
John Tunney, despite an
extremely strong showing.

Chicago

This success was especially
remarkable as Hayden had
recently emerged, cleared of all
charges, from the shadow of a
six month trial and three years
of reviews after being accused of

- conspiracy for anti-war actions
culminating in the

in Chicago,
historic demonstrations - at the
1968 Democratic National Con-i
vention.

Stressing “issues not person-
alities”, CED built up a remark-
ably strong influence on Calif-
ornian politics, far in  excess of

their small membership (3,400~

at the start of 1979), by
supporting candidates for public
officc who campaign on the
principles of “economic demo-
cracy”.

In part this must be due to
their close links with California
Governor~ Jerry Brown, but
many of CED’s policies clearly

support that forced the passage
of measures against opposition

‘which even Brown’s- patronage

had been unable to overcome.

They were the driving force
behind the recent passage of
‘solar energy bills in California,
in the fight to phase out nuclear
power in California.

Through their influence on
the Solar Cal council (a body
which is chaired by Hayden
and was created by Governor
Brown’s executive order to co-
ordinate the state’s solar policy)
they won a ban on utility com-
panies  monopolising  solar
energy resources.

Rent control

They have been active in
rent control struggles in Los
Angeles and Santa Monica and
are fighting for a tenants’ bill
which-will include

on discrimination against
tenants with young children.
They are. campaigning for
the right of workers to know
what toxic chemicals they are
exposed: to during their work
and for companies to be accoun-

substantial grass-roots .

~table for exposing workers to

carcinogenic agents.
They propose accountability

in the spending.of-the-3 billion.

dollar  windfall which large
corporations received in reduced
property taxes in the wake of
“Proposition 13”, the recently
introduced measure which cut
property taxes throughout the
state of California. ° :

So whiat is “economic demo-
cracy”? CED defines this as

- “the idea that the pfinciples of

participatory democracy should
be- extended into the economlc
system™.

In more detail this is loosely
“defined as sharing power to
make - economic decisions
between consumers, workers
and management.

CED sees the need . to

develop “new politics” around

the issues of inflation ‘and
energy that puts theé blame for
the US economic crisis “in the
profit - needs of private corpor-
ations™.

Hayden sees the need for “a
dramatic ifinovative view of

where America should be going

in the 80s”".

No intention

.He hopes to “trigger a
nation-wide debate similar to
the popular debates that
surrounded slavery in the 19th

~ century and the causes of the

Depression in the 1930s”.

They disclaim any intention
of building a nation-wide organ-
isation, but maintain that the

" issues facing America require

national attention.

They have ' been often
accused of really just being an
organisation for drumming up
support for Governor Brown’s
presidential aspirations.

Though .CED denies this, it
maintains that: i

“Those  candidates who
respond most positively to the
challenge that we lay out are
likely to get the most support
from the network of progres-
sives that exists out there”.

If not a support group for
Brown, then is CED a vehicle

_to advance the political aspir-

ations of Hayden?

Certainly Hayden and Fonda
are ‘central to the policies and
financing CED, and Fonda
has declarea -that she would
like to see Hayden President of
the United States. -~

But this would be a-sterile
and utterly cynical view of the
courageous if inadequate stands
taken by. both Hayden and
Fonda on major political issues
in the US. in the teeth of often

violent opposition from the -

lishing.

Mass anti-nuclear demonstration in the USA

On the face of things CED
secems like an attempt to
resurrect the anti-Vietnam war

. energy of the '60s and direct it

towards contémporary issues.

CED- has gained the support
of many individuals and some
local political organisations
across the US. But what CED
sees as its strength—a collection
of “single. issue” activists—is
clearly ope of its major weak-
nesses.

Hayden and now CED lack’

support from blue-collar
workers, in general, and organ-

_ised labour, in particular.

Without. any substantial
power base the hepes of estab-
“economic democracy”
is just a dream. )

The idea that large cospor-
ations can seriously be induced
by grass-roots orgamsatxons like
CED to share power with con-
sumers and labour, is hopelessly
utopian.

Their rejection of the idea of
nationalisation under workers
control is the expression of their
retreat from - confronting the

: te B |

Special réport
by Barry Atkinson

basic issues of who appropriates

_surplus-value r.

Despite the opinion of many

‘Us journalists, and of extreme
right wing ‘US tax . activist
Howard Jarvis, CED-is not an -

American form of socialism.

Tinkering

It is a reformist attempt to .

tinker with an ailing system,

that. ignores the realities of‘ i

capitalism:

However, the ready response
to ‘the activities of CED and
similar groups and the massive
abstention rate in US elections

show that there is a widespread"

will to fight capitalism and its
system of-two capitalist parties
in the US.

The question, as always, is
one of leadership and correct
policies.

It raises ever more urgently
the issue of how to establish in
the USA a labour-based party
committed to a programme of

.socialist policies to challenge

the Democratic/Republican
stranglehold .

Angling for radicals—Jerry Brow

o
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The New Year opened
with' the news for 600,000
Civil Service trade unionists
that they have barely any
hope “of obtaining a wage
settlement this year that
begins to keep pace with the
rat® of inflation. -

_Their deal will not even com- - -

pare favourably with that of
workers doing similar ]obs in the

- private sector.

Government engineers’ «and
technologists” pay claim for

"1979 was finally settled at the

end of the year only a few days

before the final instalment of

the claim-—due in April of last

-year—was payable.

chairman, é Judge who,  in
followmg a growing trend in the
gixing of judgs-made law,

blandly disregarded the terms of '
reference established by the

tribunal.
It is obvious

Civil Servants in this year’s pay
battle.

_The pay comparablhty
system, which was d931gned to
remove Civil Servants’ pay nego-

. tiation: from_political influences
will” be: manipulated: by the~

Tories.‘to prevent Civil Servants

- from. getting a fair wage and will -
ensuge that they end up withan

even worse deal than usual! -
At last year’s- conference of

the Civil and Public Services

Assoclailon a motion“to. w1th-

f . o

that this -
_presages-a bitter struggle for all

draw from the pay research
system was defeated by only
four votes.

All'Civil Service umons must
npow call for.an end to compat-

" ability-—and for a wage protec-

ted. -against inflation with no

7 trading off pay rises for loss of "

jobs!

*At their last meeting on 7
January the National Executive
Committee of the IPCS voted to

withdraw from pay réseaxch, i.e,
~comparability, in the llght of -
- the andTgradesclaim SR

This is obvmusly a welcome
and progréssive step ‘and-must

be given support by the mem-
bership against the, backlash
from reactionary -»members

which is thpught will take place,

‘

Wnts have been ﬂy-

mg in a bitter struggle-

by “the 160 workers at
the EPCO engineering
plant in Leeds.

The dispute began on
December 13 when AUEW
members threw out a'fraud-
'ulent 6% pay effer, coupled
“to a productivity deal with
as many strings as a grand
piano. Management have
claimed that the amount on
offer was in fagt 16%.

! Dlsmlssal

But on New Year’s Evev
stiikers received ‘a letter of
dismissal
director Oxley:

“Your current ‘strike’
action constitutes a repudi-

ation .of your contract of :
employment. The company. -

accordingly that

repudiation.

accepts

this company therefore ter-
minates with effect from 3T
December, 1979.”

Two days after. this
“$acking of the entire manual
workforce; management
announced the closure of

the EPCO plant. Their ‘‘dis-~
letters . had “been

missal’” .
little. ' more than a ploy to

- evade payment of redundan-
cy morney.

‘And the 6% offer" had .
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Jlabour - movement in
struggle to open the boo
of ~"EPCO. -and = Bd

@utmde plcketlng is.con-
tinuing on the plant, though .
police have ‘imposed a limit

of 10 pickets on each gate: McCor;nell, step - up:

. There: - are bitter. . occupation and picketing:]
memories of previous redun- prévent: the.  .removal -0l
dancies - at the -plant, in - equipment, ‘and -fight for; -
which the then Stalinist - national and international : .
leadership® “acceptéed: 100  blacking of other -Bébker

McConnell ‘subsidiaries “in.-
But it , the fight .for full reinstate-
be different, the EPCO ment on the basis .of the
workers will need -the full 17% pay claim. .
support of the Leeds -: ’ S

sackings - without . a fight.
But if this occasion is to -

from ' ‘managing>

“Your employment wnth '

_JOHN CORRIE’S Tory anti- Bill, supported;}
abortion Bill comes up for its ~wherever possnble by strikei:
third and final reading in Parlla— “action. This lobby has the back-;

- ment on Friday February 8. ,mg of the SE.. Reg)on TUQ ]

N

'LOBBY AGAINST
‘CORRIE
FEBRUARY 51

L3 B
[V

oppose the

It contains a package of pro-
posals to make abortions even. . .-
harder for wotkmg women to jq :
obtain..

. tive  strike -action  during--the .

~ establishments practically to a

- more than £100 a year on an

Y e

Selectlve actlon )
After seven weeks of Tselec-

summer—which " succeeded in
bringing government defénce

halt—the union, the Institution .
of Professional Civil Servants, = -
accepted that the dispute over
the claim should go to a once-
and-for-all decision by an arbi-
tration tribunal.

The offer made by ‘the
employers,” the Civil Service
Department, was 2 cynical inter-
pretation of the ‘comparability’
findings.

The -technologists needed
increases of about 40% to bring
their pay levels up to those in
‘outside industry, where govern-
ment - pay policy had been
avoided - by hidden . (fringe
benefits. i

" The settlement they have
been - forced to accept is little
average salary ~ above the
employers’ offer.

_*+ Insulting -
ThlS insulting award was

‘made not by‘the tribunal itself,
which was divided, but by its °

UB

Ay

than . a. ‘mangeuvre . to
/provoke a. strike as a. cover
for the closure.. = :

Giant combine

EPCO, indeed, is far
from being an isolated small

firms around the world.

the premature dismissal of

- the workforce is clearly an
attempt to secure ‘rational-
isation’ on the cheap—with
redundancy pay being given

Conly to white caqllar
workers.

not given up the struggle.
A group of workers gained
entry to the- plant and
staged a work-in to prevent
the " closure—only to be

- writ.

DON'T 6O INTO

THE FIGHT BllNDFOlD' |

Get your Somallst Press
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struggle against
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been exposed._ as little more .

tion. , e

The Natlonal Abortion Cam-

initiative and appealed fof a_
mass lobby of Parliament on
Wednesday February § to

“Ihe TUC. which called, 2 ;lobby
60,000-strong _ demonstration .
against the  'Corrie Bill "in -the’
October his done- nothing since = mg!
to mobilise a struggle-to halt the --existing-
Bill or chalienge its implementa- -rights against Tory legal attacks

.~ On 8 February ‘NAC -h:

paign, however, has taken the -~

-‘called an assembly of women at

-Central . Hall, = Westminster, : S

“which must -be made the focus
of the continuing fight for the:
right to free abortion .on
demand. E .

‘factory: it is -part of the
giant Boeker McConnell
-multi-national combine,
which has 39 subsidiary’

In a perlod of slump in |
the engineering - industry,

But the workforce has .

confronted by a High Court

NW5 THR

(

With workers by the
thousand taking : to the
streéts to oppose Tory
policies there is plamly no
lack of militancy ' in the
organised working class. .

bureaucrats and Labour leaders
—whether right or ‘left’'—have
no. perspective to offer those
workers prepared to fight in
defence of jobs, living stan-

cratic rights.

. » These can only be defended

through policies which start
from the independent interests

an_international class, has
nothing to gain and everything
to lose from attempts to restore
the profitability of ﬂmr "own
employing class.

Please send me more details

‘of .the Workers Soc)alm
League

Smd to: WSL ‘31 Dart-
London-

mouth Park Hill,

dards, social services and demo-

of the working class, which, as.

I a period where the eomrs-'

YOU SHOULD
JOIN US!

-

'Yet the existing trade union

‘ dictions of the anarchic capital-

ist system force the wholesale

closure and destruction of -the

productive forces. .of society,
. only a socialist. planned econ-
“omy on a world scale offers a
way forward.

To achieve such a perspec-
tive. a leadership is -needed
which, in today’s struggles fights.
to advance workers heyond
trade union militancy, protest
palitics and illusions that capit-
alism can be abolished through
parliament. .

The  Workers = Socialist
League is a Trotskyist move-
ment fighting day in
out to build: such’a principled:
teadership in. the working clus\
in Britain and. internationatly:

We: invite. all _readers: of
Socialist ‘Préss “to  seek ~moré
details of the WSL. andvmwoﬂl
-and to join us in the struggle for
_ socialism.

STILL AVAILABLE -

A basie-statement.of
- the policies of the
Workers Socialist
League. Price 15p -
including postage from-
. WSL, 31 Dartmouth
Park Hill, London

and day. :

WSL MANIFESTO. |

NWS'THR -}
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to defend

Robinson!

Last Sunday’s labour
movement conference called
by the Austin Join Shop
Stewards Committee to
defend Derek Robinson has
thrown the campaign into
deeper crisis. ‘

-~ Not a single demand at the
Brimingham conference was
directed towards the nub of the
issue—-the role of the AUEW
Executive Council—during the
entire five-hour jamboree.

" No calls were made for a
lobby of the crucial meeting of
the EC on January 22 where the
outcome of the union’s so-

called- “inquiry” into
Robinson’s  sacking will be
revealed. .

No call

" No calls were made to mobil-

4ise support for the convening of

an emergency AUEW National
Committee meeting to overrule
Duffy and the EC. .

Nor was there even a call to

‘extend the campaign in the

AUEW. branches—-300 of which
have now condemned the EC’s
handling of the Robinson case—
to ensure that the necessary 250
branches demand under Rule 15
paragraph § a ballot on the

removal of the entire Executive

Council. 4
Not a_single criticism of the

‘role of ‘the Communist Party—

which has refused to confront
of expose the treacherous role
of the Executive Council was to
be heard from any of the care-
fully selected speakers.

Inquiry

Derek Robinson himself, in a
long speech, made no criticism

~at all of Duffy and Co.

He did not even condemn
the inquiry —a move so obvious-
ly designed to smash the strike
and defuse his support.’

- Instead, as a substitute for
any fight, Robinson at the end
of his speech called on the
embarassed gathering to stand
to sing “We Shall Not Be
Moved™.

The only AUEW official on

the platform was Divisional
Organiser Bill Jordan.

He supported Duffy to the
hilt, and bitterly criticised “ill-
prepared actions” which “fizzle
out after a few days”—a clear

.teference to the six plants which

correctly struck in defence of

Robinson, only to be ordered .

back by the AUEW Executive.

‘One of many’

Jordan went on to play
down the Robinson sacking as
“one of many” at the present

Steel s

by a leadership prepared to
challenge the very concept of
capitalist ~“viability” and to
struggle for a socialisi- society.

. This must be one of the
few crumbs of comfort to be
derived by the Tories from the
present situation. ;

In other 1espects the
problem confronting Thatcher is
considerable, Any concession on
wages ‘to the steelworkers will
be seen by millions of workers
as'a major gaif forced through
determined action.

Picketing

Yet a refusal to increase the

" pay offer will obviously create

a rapidly developing situation
in‘which picketing threatens to
grow to equal or exceed the

time. )

Yet Robinson is chairman of
a Combine Committee covering
160,000 workers.

He is the convenor of one
of the biggest plants in Europe.
And he was sacked for nothing
more than his comments,
expressed in a trade union
publication. : ‘

Jordan’s predictions that the
inquiry would find in
Robinson’s favour found little
credibility =~ amongst the
delegates.

Significantly, in view of the
fact that Derek Robinson is a
leading Communist Party mem-
ber, the ‘left’. flavour of the
conference was provided not by
CP- speakers, but by Arthur
Scargill and Les Huckfield,
Labour MP for Nuneaton.

Huckfield reported that he
had the support of the Labour
Party National Committee for
Robinson’s reinstatement.

Time for action

Scargill said it was a time
not for inquiries but for indus-
trial action.

He said that South Y orkshire
NUM were ready to respond to
any call to force Robinson’s
reinstatement. .

TGWU Region 5 Secretary
Brian Mathers took the prize for
hypocrisy.

After organising two witch-
hunting - TGWU inquiries in
Cowley which broke up the
shop floor organisation in the
BL Assembly Plant and became
a blueprint for Duffy in the
victimisation of Robinson, . he
had the merve to stand on the
platform and implicitly criticise
the AUEW handling of the case.

Mathers, the architect of the

rike...

levels of the lorry drivers’ strike
last year, and in which further
sections of British capitalism are
driven deeper into crisis.

Already as picketing bites,
some employers are admitting
that their stocks are nowhere
near as large as suggested by the
press.

Ceriainly the early days of
the strike offer no grounds for
hope that the action is about to
crumble: and in the course of
the struggle anti-Tory feeling on
the picket lines is developing

day by day. -
On one picket ﬁhe in
Sheffield, lorry drivers were

being asked firstly which way
they voted in the last election,
and only secondly for their
union cards!

These conditions are .far
from favourable for any attempt

- Robinson—who will overcome?

" secret ballot as a means of

electing TGWU convenors, and
even branch officials in the
Cowley Assembly Plant, even
went on to criticise = secret
ballots because such methods
“allowed the press to decide”.

The only floor speaker to
the left of the CP who was

- called to the rostrum announced

himself as a supporter of the
International
Tendency. .

He was a member of the
EETPU, although not delegated
from his branch. .

For a movement which
trains its members to talk about
the - importance of a “hard
programmatic struggle” he had
little to say. His speech con-
tained not a single reference to
the role of the Communist Party
—_the -key question of the
Conference. i

He was also soft on the
AUEW bureaucrats, raising not
one of the key demands which
could put them on the spot,
simply calling in generai for
“strike action”.

He ended with abstract calls
for a general strike to bring
down the Tories and for a
“workers government”.

Despite the outcome of the
conference, clearly designed to
do nothing, the campaign for
Robinson’s unconditional rein-
statement must proceed. :

A mass lobby of the
Executive Council must be
called on January 22.

The campaign for a recall

"National Committee and for the

ballot on removal of the EC
must go ahead.

And, throughout BL, prepar-
ations must be made for strike
action to force Robinson’s rein-
statement as convenor at Long-
bridge.

Spartacist

After two years of pres-
sure an important break-
through has been made
against management in the
BL Cowley Assembly Plant.

Three shop stewards, banned
from office by both BL manage-
ment and the TGWU buresau-
cracy have been restored to
office following their successful
re-election in December.

Shortly before the elections
the breakthrough came in the
TGWU. Repeated approaches
from the plant leadership to
both the Regional Committee
and the General Secretary
resulted in a letter from the
Region restoring their
credenti

‘ CP sl f
Irish struggle

All three were then elected
by their sections as stewards—in
most cases they had' been
repeatedly - elected each year.
although remaining uarecog-:
nised. :

Vigorous

Following the election,

vigorous representation  to
management by the convenor
Bob Fryer resulted in their

recognition By management.

?g:e three stewards, Dave
Pinnington, Andy Brown and
Perry Cullen. were victimised
in August 1976 by a scarcely
concealed conspiracy between
TGWU officials and BL manage-
ment.
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througs Oxford om 20%h October, 1979.
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will be sware that

aranch

48 far as inwolvesent of on Uxford TGWU Sranch in the Provisional 3im
Pein march through Oxford is concerned, the “District committes, therefors,
totally dissssocimtes itselt frow such sction and dsplores it in the
strongest possible manner~, This was vut to the vote, 20 delegates, -
including the 3 delegates of this srench, voted in support of this
condemnation which represents the poliay of the W,

‘the Chairwan of the 5/55 granch ("o has now incredibly been Chairman
of 'all 3 Srenches - Guinness Hook of Xeoords pleass note) Yoged sgainet
this cenfemnation of the Blackwells Bransk.,

the Chairman of the 5/293 sranch yoted sgainst this condemnation of

the Blaokwells Sranch.

it sdre seriously, the Senior Steward of this Plant spoke end voted
aginst this condemnation of the Blackwells Sranch.

‘ yrades %i.an Gouncil Report ~ The delegate of the 5/293 sranch reported
that he Deen sent as an official 5/293 delegate in support of tha

Provisional maroh,

fhis has not been denied by this delsgate.

‘the Sranch Coneittee of the 5/837 Gar Assembly Branch, the largest
pranch on this Plant, fully supports the Distriot Cosmittase in con
Slrokwells TGW Branch's and Banner'a inwolvement on & Provisionsl Sinn
Pein warch. We ask: Odf whet grounds do Offioers of the 5/293 and 5/55

and ‘the Senior Steward
this Branch?

se the pistrict Committee's condesnstion of
We fee) that the cesbership on this Plant is owed an saplanation.

Be sure to vote this week to elect e responsidle Jenior Steward

USK YOUR ¥OTR

THE LEAFLET reproduced
above was distributed on the
gates of the BL Cowley Assem-
bly. plant on the day of the
elections for convenor by two
Communist Party members and
one right winger from the
5/837 TGWU Branch.

It was written by Commun-

ist ~Party member Tony

from back page

to rush through and enforce
new Tory anti-union laws.

The Tories’ difficulty is the
labour movement’s opportunity..
The demands for action to sup-
port and extend the steel strike
must be redoubled, and councils

of action formed in-each area to

draw in and mobilise the entire
local labour movement, ~

Bring down Tories

Within such councils - of
action  the manoeuvres of the
bureaucracy to isolate and
restrict the. steel strike must be
exposed, and the struggle taken
up for a policy of general strike
action to bring down the Tory
government. -

At the same time Labour
Party members and trade union-
ists must call on those MPs who

claim to support the strike to
take up a campaign for the
removal of the reactionary

- Callaghan-Healey léadership and

for' a programme of socialist
policies to defend jobs, living
standards and social services.

*Black all steel supplies and “
imports.

*Strike action and pickets to
shut down the 'private steel-
makers!

*No to the closure plan! No
settlement on pay without
agreement to retain all existing
jobs at BSC!

*Build councils of action!

fours fratemally with
grestings of the sesson,
the 5/u37 pranch Committes

Gallagher.

The Provisional Sinn Fein
demonstration referred to was
called in support of the struggle
by republican prisoners in the
_“H’ Blocks at Long Kesh for the
restoration of prisoner of war
status. It was supported by
several union branches, includ-
ing the Blackwells 5/833
(ACTSS) branch and the Oxford

J.

At the Trades Council a
proposal to support the march
was ruled out of order by Presi-
dent John Power. The ‘‘Chair-

man of the 5/293 Branch” is .

Alan Thornett. The  ‘“Senior
Steward of this Plant” is Bob
Fryer.

The right wing led 5/837
Branch “has never been ‘‘the
largest Branch” in the Assembly
Plant, and has dwindled drastic-
ally in size since it was set up by
the bureaucracy with company
support in 1977.

A fourth steward victimised
with them-—Tony Homer—has

- gince left the plant.

They were accused of organ-
ising and addressing a mass
meeting in defence of a young
Asian worker who had been
sacked.

A two-week strike by assem-
bly workers took place in their
defence, in defiance of umion
officials (who supported " the
management’s action).

- This was eventually
sabotaged by the intervention of
the TGWU Regional Committee,
who called a Regional Inquiry
into the Company’s action.

That inquiry found the

- stewards guilty, and removed

their stewards’ cards.

Mass
meetings
must
reject
BL

FIGHTING THE CUTS
Socialist Press supplement
Still avzilable
15p including postage from
Socialist Press
*31 Dartmouth Park Hill

London NW5 1HR

— offer! —

The Leyland Cars nego-

tiating body, the LCINC is
still trying to slow down the

" process of calling action on

pay throughout BL.
- This is despite the fact that
_the review date was last Novem-
ber 1 and the company has not
increased its insulting offer of
5% for the vast majority of
workers with strings that would
smash virtually every local
agreement.

BL Senior Stewards met last
Thursday and gave the LCINC
the power to call whatever
action necessary. :

The LCINC met the com-
pany again on Monday but
instead of calling immediate
mass meetings and strike action
when talks broke down, decided
to call a ballot of the member-
ship.

They have called a ballot
because they realise their mem-
bers will vote no and make an
easy propaganda point.

But the company already say
they  will not accept the result
of the ballot.

The reality is that this use by
the unions of a ballot instead of
mass meetings. will be utilised
against the Leyland workers in
the future.

Leyland workers should
demand mass meetings at which
to vote, and immediate strike
action to link up with steel
workers. '

No half measures of work-to-
rules or overtime bans will'do.

LIAISON COMMITTEE
FOR THE DEFENCE OF
TRADE UNIONS

Conference

Saturday 26 January at
1030 am.
Friends Meeting House,
Euston Road, London

Credentials available from
Jim Hiles, 137 Wanstead
Park Road, Iiford, Essex
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TUC moves to limit

~ steel strike

The steel strike is bring-
ing to life the worst night-
mares of steel union and
TUC leaders, of - the
employers and of the Tory
government,

As the workforce, held back
from a national strike for over
50 years, for the first time
flexes its considerable muscles
and recognises its own strength,
bureaucrats who have built their
positions on a lifetime of class
collaboration - and - capitulation
find themselves struggling to
keep control, and .in some cases
dragged along with the move-
ment.

Strict national instructions
against picketing private steel
firms, stockholders and steel

. users are being daily flouted
by militants in virtually every
area. ;

Called out

So great is the pressure that
ISTC leaders themselves have
been forced to take steps
towards calling out

Not satisfied with the stand
of their officials, militants in
Sheffield last week staged a
picket of the strike headquarters
demanding that the clain be
raised to 20%.

They could not have been
the only ones. A few days later

i their
. members in the private sector. -

EPLF

- victory -

In the Horn of Africa, a
major victory has been won
by the forces of the Eritrean
Popular Liberation Front
over the occupying armies
of the Ethiopian ‘“Marxist”
dictatorship, the Derg.

The victory came after a 13-
day assault on the town of
Makfa by Ethiopian armed
forces.

Makfa is the last significant
town remaining in the hands of
the EPLF after last year’s offen-
sive by the Derg’s armies—
backed up by Soviet and Cuban
“advisors™.

On December 27, the EPLF
forces broke through the seige
and after two days of battle
routed the 20,000 troops of the
Ethiopian 3rd Division, and the
508 tank group.

The * Derg’s forces were
forced to withdraw to Afabet,
and were then evacuated by
Russian warships from the port
of Marsa Teklay, which is itself
under seige from the EPLF,

Major losses were inflicted
on the Derg’s ammy and this
victory has dealt a decisive blow
to crush this stage of their
offensive against the struggles of
the Eritrean people for self
determination and national
independence. ’

*Victory to the EPLF!

*Forward to socialist revolu-
tion in Eritrea and E thiopia!

Published by Folrose Ltd for t

Bill Sirs himself was taking up
the call for a 20% settlement.
Meanwhile, . in  Yorkshire,
steel industry  electricians are
proposing to picket power
stations in the hopes of cutting
power supplies to private steel
producers, and pickets continue
to extend their operations on a
whole range of selected targets.

Redundancies

In Scotland the strike com-
mittee has confidently
announced its intention of-
stopping all movement of steel.
One .company, Steel Stock-
holders, -has already agreed. to:
close down for a month, follow-
ing intensive picketing.

As strikers dig in for a tough
fight, - the attention of union

" officials has shifted from secur-

ing a swift sell-out on pay to
frantic efforts to prevent the
strike spilling over into a fight
against BSC’s planned 50,000
redundancies later in the year.

Focal point of this official
sabotagé has been the general
strike called by the Welsh TUC
for January 21, in which South
Wales miners were due to spear-
head a major struggle against the
steel closures and related pit
closures.

As this date has drawn
closer, the - pressure  has
increased for a postponement of
an. action which would offer a
lead for workers all over- the
country in their struggles against
Tory cuts and closures. -
© The NUM " National
Executive struck the first blow,
offering only “moral support”
to the Welsh NUM in its action—
though there has been specula-
tion that other NUM . areas
might come out in support.

<

Turned down
But this was followed up by

. the TUC, which turned down a -

correct appeal for support from
the Welsh TUC. -

Behind a veneer of vague
waffle about “serious industrial
consequences” if BSC did not
withdraw its closure plans, the
TUC went on to urge the Welsh
TUC to call off its January 21
general strike.

Instead, suggested the TUC,
they should take out court

injunctions against BSC manage-
ment whose announcement of:
closures might be against the
law! )

As we go to press it seems
“likely that under this pressure
the January 21 action will be

Joseph

gostponedﬂt least until March

Such a delay would offer the
steel union leaders a breathing
space in which they will hope to
settle the ~pay. dispute and
obtain a return to work, with
the clgsures issue still unresol-
ved.
Under these conditions they
would have a far better chance
of completing the sell-out on
jobs, which they have never had
any intgntion of defending.

The very last thing that-the
union leaders wish to see is an

explosion of struggles to general .

strike proportions, in which the
issue . placed on ".the agenda
would be the- defeat, removal

and réplacement of the Tory -

government.
Nor do they wish to find

themselves committed . to the -
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defence of jobs—a fight which
“could only be carried through
Continued page 11
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Sheffield

President  Carter  is
eagerly seizing the oppor-
tunity = presented by the
Stalinist invasion of Afghan-
istan to rebuild his shattered
electoral image . and
reinforce US military and

Soviet regimes.

But in Britain, too, the
Thatcher government has been
quick to exploit the new situa-
tion as the basis for a sabre-
rattling’  tour of “affected
countries” by Foreign Secretary
Lord - Carrington,  boosting
formerly flagging imperialist
pacts. )

Alongside the overt military
measures—the US rearming of
the Zia dictatorship in Pakistan;
the supply of US military hard-
l ware to the Chinese Stalinists;
and the extended use of US
bases in  Turkey—go. Carter’s
Cold War economic sanctions
designed  to cut food supplies
and . technological trade with
the Soviet Union.

By giving the imperialists a
custom-made pretext for such
aggressive measures, and - by
conducting an invasion calcul-
ated to alienate the Muslim
masses of the Middle East, the
Kremlin bureaucracy has there-
fore opened up increased danger
to the Soviet Union. )

steel workers turn away lorry

diplomatic links with anti- .

Stop the
war moves|
Defendthe|
USSR!

Imperialism, itself in “an.
acute economic and political
crisis, is drawn irresistably
towards the hopes of reconquer-
ing the vast potential markets
and sources of surplus value in

the deformed and degenerated |

workers’ states.

Even prior to the Afghanis-
tan  invasion, Carter had
embarked upon a massive arms

build-up and laid plans for a .

huge - tactical strike force for
operations - in the Persian Gulf
and Middle East.

Now, under cover of oppos-
ing “Soviet imperialism” the
imperialists will press ahead still
faster with these moves.

They will be backed up of
course in each country by the
most chauvinist elements of the
labour and trade union move-
ment. In the US anti-commun-
ist dockers’ leaders have already
blacked Soviet shipping. -

In Britain the Labour Party
NEC has adopted a motion from
Eric Heffer calling for a with-
drawal of Soviet troops—a step
which could only lead in present
conditions to an immediate
imperialist takeover in Afghanis-
tan.

A motion for withdrawal has
also been passed by the AUEW
Executive. But such sentiments
are not restricted to social
democrats: leading Communist
Party members on the NUM
Executive, . including - Mick
McGahey also backed a unani-
mous call for the withdrawal of
troops—in line with the policy
of the British CP.

The Workers Socialist -
League, as a Trotskyist party,
defends on principle the nation-
alised property relations of the

_Soviet” Union against imperialist
. attack. :

Condemn invasion

We oppose -the imperialist
war  plans ‘and all the hypo-
critical propaganda about the
invasion from US imperialists
who - slaughtered. millions in
Vietnam and Cambodia.

While we condemn the act of
invasion, we do not call now for
the withdrawal of Soviet troops:
this would simply provide an
ideal opportunity for imperial-
ism to consolidate new, aggres-
sive forward positions on the
very borders of the USSR.

The political overthrow of
the -Stalinist Kremlin bureau-
cracy and the struggle for the
national rights of the peoples
of Afghanistan and within the
deformed ~and  degenerated.
workers states is not a task for
imperialist exploiters; it is a
revolutionary task for the
masses—for which we struggle
to build a conscious Trotskyist
leadership.

FUND: A SPECIAL £3,000
~ APPEAL

A £3,000 Special Fund
has been launched by the
Workers Socialist League at
a Special Conference held
last weekend.

WSL Executive member

John Lister, in launching
the fund, detailed the
material advances that had
been made over the past
twelve months as a result of

the . sacrifice of the WSL

members. These achieve-
ments included the launch-
ing of the Woman Worker
paper, the puolication of
the first issue of the Inter-
national Discussion Bulletin
and the republication of
the founding documents of
the WSL in a second edition
of The Battle for Trotsky-
ism. A
The ‘expansion of the
work of the WSL- both

nationally and internation-

ally would pose an even
greater challenge in terms of
finding the necessary mater-
ial resources needed to
enable -~ that work to
proceed, comrade Lister
said. ’

In particular, the
launching at Christmas of
the Trotskyist International
Liaison Committee and the
WSL’s commitment to
materially assist that Liaison
Commitiee would require
extra funds.

At the same time, the
WSL was planning to

purchase an A4 printing
press in order to enable it to
produce leaflets and
journals under its. own
control, and if necessary at
short notice. .

The response from the
comrades present was
enthusiastic with  £702
either pledged or collected
at the meeting. .

The fund is the largest
ever launched by the WSL
and it is planned to
raise the fund in two stages,
the first half by Easter and
the second half by the end
of July.

Every possible avenue
must be explored to, ensure
that this fund is raised and
the work to which the
money is allotted is able to

proceed. .
Just as important, the
regular  Socialist  Press

Monthly Fund must not
be allowed to suffer because
of the increased sacrifice
that will inevitably be
demanded of readers and
supporters of Socialist Press.

Let’s get the new Special
Fund off to a really good
start.

All donations should be
sent to: :
Socialist Press Special Fund

31 Dartmouth Park Hill

London NW5 1HR
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