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THORPE CASE AND PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

The Thorpe'case at Mine-
head is far from being just
another scandal.

Evidence at the hearing—
which will determine whether
Thorpe goes for trial for incite-
ment to murder and three other
others join him in the dock
jointly charged with conspiracy
to murder—has already gone far
beyond the confines of those
charges.

Names being drawn into the
case take in leading bourgeois
politicians in a/l parties, and
leading establishment figures at
the very centre of state power.

And whatever the innocence
or guilt of defendants (which
will be decided by a jury if the
case goes to trial) even the
uncontested evidence already
presented is producing a
shattering blow at the concept
of ‘parliamentary democracy’,

Whatever the outcome of
this hearing and any subsequent
trial, the implications of the
evidence being presented is of
near-Watergate proportions. The
case could present the ruling
class with major problems of

how to sustain illusions iIn
democratic laws and
institutions.

Annihilation

If a trial of the defendants
should coincide with a general

election, that could spell
annihilation for the Liberal
Party—the junior party of
capitalism, and a party for

which the capitalist class has a
particular use.

But the implications go well
beyond: the confines of the
Liberals. Already the names of
Henry Kissinger, Reginald
Maudling, Frank Soskice (now
Lord Stow Hill), David Steel
and David Ennals, Minister of
Social Services have come up at
the trial.

Lady Falkender, private
political secretary to Harold
Wilson, has been named as
receiving a letter from former
Liberal MP Bessell describing his
interviews with two journalists
writing a book.

Lord Goodman—a figure at
the very heart of the capitalist

political establishment—has
been brought iIn on hearsay
evidence. The prosecution
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Wodey ‘preIM marpuV :OLOHJ, ,

Thorpe’s coalition mate

Callaghan

immediately went to the extra-

ordinary lengths of stating that
Goodman was nothing to do
with the case.

But the most startling revel-
ations were contained in letters
from Thorpe to millionaire
‘patriot’ Jack Hayward.

Hayward is not a member of
the Liberal Party. He is the man
who ran the ‘I'm Backing
Britain’ campaign of jingoism in
the 1960s and now runs a
business in the Bahamas.

£100,000

He was the single biggest
contributor to Liberal Party
funds in recent years. Cheques
for more than £100,000 were

~referred to in court,

Thorpe'’s letters have not
been challenged by the defence.
In them he shows complete
contempt for election expenses
rules.

He also shows the way that
the Liberal Party persuaded
leading capitalists to support it
on an ‘anti-Labour’ ticket, and
the way that it would be
possible for any outsider to
‘buy’ a coalition government.

The Liberals during the
recent 1977-78 coalition with
the Labour leaders held more
sway over political decisions
than the Parliamentary Labour
Party or the National Executive
of the Labour Party. Yet the
Liberals were completely
indebted to one businessman,

International meetings with
Kissinger—far from conforming
to the media notions of diplo-
macy —were concerned with the
more solid question of business.

A letter from Thorpe on 10
April 1974 says:

“1) Kissinger: We had an
extremely useful and friendly
talk at the American Embassy.
| gave him a full brief and he has
shown definite interest . . .
Ironically | had a session with
Nixon at the reception follow-
ing Pompidou’s memorial
service but didn’t think | could
quite raise Freeport on that
occasion.”’

A GLIMPSE
INTO THE

Freeport was Hayward'’s
home, referred to later in a
letter from Thorpe .as ‘the
Freeport project’. |

Here is Thorpe’s attitude to
his electors:

“Your extremely generous
contribution of £560,000 made it

possible for me to have the

closed circuit TV which enabled

me to sew up North Devon for
good while doing a national TV
campaign’’.

And his attitude to election
expenses:

Delicately | would like to
ask for two cheques! My reason
is this. Each candidate is limited
to a total sum for his individual
campaign. If he exceeds it by
one penny he can be unseated!

“In my case | fought a
national and a local campaign
from Barnstable. There is there-
fore an overlap of some
expenditure which | would
prefer not to have to argue
about!

“Accordingly Nadir
Dinshaw, who is Rupert’s god-
father and who is conveniently
resident in Jersey, has agreed to
settle bills which fall into this
ambigous category.

““Accordingly it will be
immensely helpful if you could
send me two cheques, one for
£40 000 for the Liberal Party

General Election fund ‘"and
£10000 payable for Nadir
Dinshaw.”

Tory backers were also
approached:

““Eight of us are going to see
those companies who have been
life Tory Party’s chief backers
financially and suggest that they
pressurise the Tories to come
round in favour of electoral
reform by the next general
elections, a) since it would mean
that there would never again be
a 'socialist majority in its own
right and b) it gives Liberals
next time a powerful incentive
to return a Tory MP where no
Liberal is standing or where his
chances are remote. Marks and
Spencer are the first converts.”’

In other words the capitalists
most firmly behind the. Tories
were nevertheless prepared in
1974 to finance a coalition
designed to ensure that any

the trigger

The latest offensive by the
reactionary Ethiopian military
regime against the Eritrean
national liberation  struggle

began on 18 November and was

briefly reported in the last issue
of Socialist Press.

This offensive, as .
Amdemichael Kahsai of the
Eritrean People’s Liberation

Front told a London press con-

ference last week, is aimed at

destroying the crops of the
Eritreans ' during the current
harvest season.

it also includes large
contingents of Cubans, mainly
working heavy artillery, and of
Russian advisers behind the
front line.

The wuse of phosphorous
bombs, .napalm and other anti-
personnel devices have already
been reported.

The main claim during the
first week of the fighting from
the Ethiopian government has
been the capture of the road
from Eritrea’s capital to the

seaport of Massawa, a road
entirely controlled by the liber-
ation forces since 1975,

Amdemichael Kahsi made it
clear to his Loiidon press con-
ference that the EPLF was
quite prepared to negotiate with

“"the Ethiopian government but

only on the basis of the recog-
nition of the independence of
Eritrea.

Disgusting role

Drawing attention to the dis-
gusting role of the Cubans and
Russians, Amdemichael Kahsi
said that the South Yemenis,
who had previously helped the
Ethiopians, had now withdrawn
this support and criticised their

~ previous position, He called on

the Russians and Cubans to do
the same.

It is to be "hoped that this
call will be taken up throughout
the international workers move-
ment.

under plce escort

Labour government was totally
neutralised from carrying out
any reforms or socialist policies.
In 1977 that coalition came
about.

Given the way that Thorpe
collected finance, it could as
easily have been the CIA that
was building the Liberal Party
in Britain,

The evidence emerging in the
hearing 'is little more than a
glimpse into the sewer of bour-
geois democracy and its
institutions,

The evidence in this case

should be carefully and
thoroughly followed by all
workers.

Illusions

The state builds illusions in
Parliamentarianism to persuade
the ‘working class that its
interests can be pursued through
the ballot box and that gains
can be won by peaceful means.

The Thorpe case is providing
a‘'concrete example of what is
evident to Marxists: namely that
all Parliamentarianism is a
method of subduing the
working class—by fair means or
foul,

Just as the Watergate revel-
ations were turned by the media
and US politicians into an

‘indictment of one man, so the

Thorpe case is being focussed on
one party and one or two
politicians {the former deputy
treasurer of the Liberals
Malcolm Holmes is also charged
with conspiracy to murder).

It already stands however as

an indictment of all capitalist

politicians and the Parliamen-

tary  system in which they
fester.
A workers government

would replace the paraphernalia
of Parliamentary ‘‘democracy’’

.—which in any event is no more

than a thin disguise for rule by
the employing class—with the
direct and open democracy of
a system of workers’ councils,
~nith elected representatives paid
the average workers’ wage, and
subject to recall at any time,

It is only through building a
revolutionary party which starts

o from the need to take the work-

ing class to power that the
working class can sweep aside
the sewer politics, business

dealing and the whole Parlia-

mentary facade.




NTERNATRIY

Chmese workérs read Pekmg wall poster denouncmg Mao as a fascist dictator

| In Peking now, accor-
ding to American jour-

| nalists, the only people

wearing Mao badges are
foreign tourists.

It is a measure of how
fast the brittle fictions of
Stalinism can disintegrate

The range and vigour of
the wall posters now
appearing in the capital—
and surrounded by crowds
of readers—suggests that the
bureaucracy is so split that
its rigid control 1$ sllpplng
fast,

The messages put up, and
the rumours circulating
include: . \'
- *explicit calls for the
rehabilitation of ‘““China’s
Kruschev’’, Liu Shao-chi.

*demands that

Zimbabwe: n

In a move warmly
endorsed by Tory leader
Margaret Thatcher,

Callaghan last week

announced he was sending a

‘personal ~emissary’ to
Zimbabwe,
Cledwyn Hughes will Dbe

joined by Stephen Low, US

ambassadar to Zambia, and Sir
Anthony - Duff, Deputy
Secretary at the Foreign Office.

The role of this Anglo-US.

team will be to explore the
possibilities of _an ali-party
conference on the future of
Zimbabwe.

These messenger boys of

imperialism have before them a
comprehensive round of ‘fact-
finding’ which will take them to
not only Zimbabwe but to all
- the “front line’’ states, Nigeria
“and South Africa.
Their

mission will

- bodyguard

“yourself:

Mao’s

be to,.

instruction appointing Hua

Kuo-feng Prime Minister be

rescinded but also . .
*defences of Hua.
*attacks on Mao’s former

Wang Tung-

shing, the political police

chief who betrayed and

~arrested the “‘gang of four”

in October 1976.
*questions so obvious as

to have been prohibited for

years, such as “Ask

Chairman Mao didn’t know

that Chiang Ching (his wife)

was a traitor?’’ (This last on
a poster reportedly written.

by arailwayman. During the

cultural revolution  railway

workers played a key role in

spreading news and strike
action against the Maoists
throughout the country)

deal s N
appiy behind-the-scenes pressure
on the Patriotic Front leaders
and their backers, to come to
terms with the Smith govern-

ment and establish a ‘stable’
regime—stable that is for the

interests of Western imperialism,

As Caliaghan said in the
Commons last week, Hughes
will conduct his talks with ‘‘as
much privacy as possible”’

The capitalist press is once
again ‘bubbling over with hopes
that these talks will lead to a
spiit in the Patriotic Front—the
exciusion of Robert Mugabe and

the inclusion of Joshua Nkomo
'in a deal which will betray the

aspirations of the Zimbabwe

masses for the establishment of

genuine national independence.

ISOLATED
S0MO0ZA

CLINGS ON
70 POWER

~attempts

is it possible that

- removal of

“Peking spring”?

Ten years after the
“Prague spring’’, the crisis
of Chinese Stalinism is
producing a ‘‘thaw” in this
much vaster nation.

At the Central Commit-
tee meeting expected this
week there will be desperate
to close ranks.
" But there can be no
Soviet tanks coming to the
rescue of Chinese Stalinism.

For this
factions of the bureaucracy
will tend tfo be drawn
towards the protection of
the army chiefs.

If the masses are to fmd

a way forward, the struggle

¥

reason all

for the building of workers’
councils as a focus of organ-i

ised power independent of
the bureaucracy is crucial.

+

Making Hughes its ‘Man of

0 secret

the Week’' the Financial Times

was full of praise for Hughes
who in his position of Chairman
of the Parllamentary Labour
Party played:

“a crucial and still largely
unsung part in securing the Lib-
LLab pact, which guaranteed the

- government’s survival . .

“If there is even a hmt of
compromise in Rhodesia Mr.
Hughes is the man to find it”
enthused the FT.

Comeito aid

The British working ciass
must come to the aid of their
African brothers and sisters,

Trade wunion and Labour
Party branches must repudiate
this iatent imperialist mission.

There must be a campaign
for the recall of Hughes and the
the right wing
Labour leadership.

LLast Wednesday saw the

deadline  for Nicaragua’s
military dictator, Anastasio
Somoza, to quit the
Presidency and
country.

leave . the

The deadline had been fixed

by the Broad Opposition
(FSLN), the ‘Marxist guerrillas

who maintain close connections

with bourgeois forces in the
Broad Opposition Front.

The FSLN having drawn in
fresh layers after the offensives
of last August and September,

mounted two ‘successful bank.

raids and an armed attack on
the National Guard near the
border with Costa Rica.

Referendum

. Attempts at “‘mediation’ by
the US (backed by Guatamala
and the Dominican Republic)
have resulted only in tentative
proposals for a referendum early

‘next year on whether Somoza

liberalisation

Forced - for he

moment . to wnthe in-

impotent fury and
unable as yet to help a

- great friend in his hour

of need, President
Carter has turned ‘to

vent his frustration on
‘those |

advisers ° who
misled his administra-

tion on the state of

Iran.

The CIA was apparently

‘still claiming that the Shah’s.
| firmly -
'secure even while the mass

dictatorship . was
demonstrations broke out
across the country in
August

- Such reports may have

- resulted from simple incom-

petence, “independent

‘political motivation or the

two factors combined.

Coup no. 200

the

Not smiling now—Carter
But Carter’s complaint to
Brzezinski, the  State

.Department ‘and the CIA

(that he is ‘dissatisfied with
quahty of ~ political

in Bolivia

‘Juan Pereda was military
‘dictator of Bolivia for three |
“months—a not exceptionally

short time by the standards

- of Bolivia’s long lme of

dictators.

In the 200th coup since
Bolivia’s independence in the
early 19th century, he was

overthrown last Friday by the

army chiefs of staff headed by

Within the Patriotic Front,

militants must watch out for

any further signs of capitulation

. by the leadership.

They shouid not be taken in
by the cool reception so far
given to the mission by Zambian
President Kaunda and the

leadership "of Nkomo’'s ZAPU.

As we have recently pointed
out Kaunda is particularly prone
t0 zig-zags of posmon under

pressure.

Nkomo, it will - be
remembered, has previousty
denied he had spoken with

Smith and later admitted that
he had, He has already agreed to

meet Hughes,

The slogan of ‘No secret
diplomacy’ must be raised in
South Africa as well as in
Britain. |

"No secret talks! No deals

with  imperialism! Intensify the

armed struggle! For 3 socialist

Zimbabwe!

should stay or a new national’
government be formed. -
- Carter’s henchmen have also
proposed a package of phoney
measures to
accompany the referendum.

United front

The Broad Opposition Front
have made only two real

.conditions for acceptance of the
- proposals, firstly that Somoza

jeave the country and secondly
that the Organisation of
American States send a large
delegation of observers to
supervise the referendum.

No combinition of popular
fronts or bourgeois alliances or
US sponsored referenda can
protect the interests of the
Nicaraguan working class.

A genuine united front of
workers organisations must be

built to mobilise for a general

strike and the establishment of
councils of action composed of
elected representatives of
workers and peasants. -

4

the

General David Padilla. -
Pereda had seized power
from Hugo Banzer in July after

the anuliment of the fraudulent
presidential elections in which

he had emerged as “victor”,
The immediate occasion for

present coup was a
threatened armed clash in the
capital La Pa2z on Friday.

This was expected to result
from a mass “march for demo-
cracy’’, organised largely by
former nationalist president
Siles Zuazo's Democratic and
Popular Unity (UDP).

The march was to protest
against Pereda’s announcement
ten days ago that the postponed
elections would not take place
until May 1980.

Pereda himself had trned to

line up a mass counter-demon-

stration and had ordered the
army to stop the march.

It was largely fears that this
would provoke a new revolu-
tionary upsurge that led the
army chiefs of staff to dethrone
Pereda and announce that the
presidential elections would
take . place - “immediately’”’ so
that the new president could
take office by August 1979.

But the new coup, giving the
iMmpression of making a
concession to the mass struggle,
and  reflecting the political dis-
unity of the armed. forces wiil
almost certainly unleash a new
upsurge of mass struggle.

The urgent task before the
Bolivian workers and peasants .

IS to expose in this coming

“struggle the pretensions of the

“left’’ nationalist leadership and
replace it with a leadership
which represents their indepen-

- dent interests.

Sandinista guerrillas.

the

1ntell1gence) shows cleary

enough the dﬂemma of

imperialism. - -
Anxious to preserve their

dominance over Iran at .

~ almost any cost, the imper-
-1alists have no desire to find

that they have placed all
their bets on a loser.

Advance warning |
Perhaps the CIA was able

“to cleat its name a little by

giving advance warning on
scale of Saturday’s
demonstration in Frankfurt
against the Shah’s dictator-

ship.

Some 10,000 Iranians
Turks and Germans
marched to - the US
consulate in Frankfurt to
protest against the full
blooded support for the

Shah given by American
imperialism.

As sections of the march
moved to attack the build-
ing, 500 riot police were
sent in to smash up the
demonstration and over 200
protestors were injured. |

In Iran itself, the new
military government has
carried on the full tradition
of even more brutal attacks
against- continuing mass
demonstrations in all the
major cities.

While General Azhari was
describing the strike in the
oil-fields as a ‘crinie against
the nation’, his troops
outside parhament were
sent in by the lorry-load,
armed with machine guns
and backed up by nine

- Chieftain tanks, to ‘control’

a demonstration by 200

“youth in the bazaar.

Limited strike
- In  protest at 're_cent
killings_ the  bourgeois

nationalist leaders of the
National Front and the
Ayatollah Khomeini called
for a limited general strike
on 26 November. |

But the development of
the struggle points with
increasing urgency to the
necessity for the formation
of armed workers defence
squads to protect strikes
and demonstrations agalnst
the military.

Such a policy and the
necessary socialist and
democratic demands to
mobilise the masses in the
fight for a workers and

'‘'peasants government in Iran

can only be fought for
through the construction of
a Trotskyist leadership in
opposition to the bourgeois.
Stalinist ~ and Islamic
misleaders. |

| CIA flop shows
lran dilemm
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State terror chief Villa

Hypocritical government poster urges workers to ‘vote
freely ’’while demonstratzons urging boycott are banned -

" mobilise--workers’
Ieaders betruy

The wave of ultra-
nght wing activities In
Spain in the last two
-' weeks has also had its
reflection in Portugal.

In the northern city of
- Oporto last Friday night
several ~ hundred armed,
black-shirted fascist thugs
marched through the streets
attacking and setting fire to

offices of the Socialist and

Communist Parties and

shouting for the return of

the d1ctatorsh_1p :
This serious development

reveals the acute dangers

which have been produced
by the deliberate demobili-
sation of the working class
by - the
reformist leaders.

- And the same thing is
reflected in the nature of
the new non-parliamentary
- government formed by the
military President Eanes.

Reactionary .

The composition of the

‘cabinet -announced  last
week by Premier designate
Carlos Mota Pinto (former
-state industry official under
‘the Salazer dictatorship)
- confirms the - reactionary

direction of recent political

waves.
"Mota Pinto’s cabinet is a
_government of

Stalinist and |

“‘techno- -

crats”, not publicly known
as members of any political
party, but most of them
with a solid reactionary
pedigree. o
In particular Sr. Vaz

Portugal lingers on from-the

previous government,
rejected by the National
Assembly

.' Return of land

He has been responsible
for trying to step up the
return of land occupied by

the peasants in 1974 and

1975 to its former owners.
This

by the Socialist government
of Mario Soares which fell
in July.

Attempts to” implement
it under the last Prime

Minister were met by mili-

tant resistance from the
peasants in the southern

agricultural region - of
Alentejo. |
While refusing to

mobilise the whole working
class against these reaction-

— INTERNATIONAL

Spa

.

in October, as
Minister of Agriculture,. |

~ s. .  counterrevolu-
tionary policy was legislated

| Lieutenant-Colonel
‘Molina of the Civil Guard (the
“provincial para-military police),

" into  extreme

Numerous sedative state-
ments by the Spanish
government and ~ army
authorities have failed to
solve the alarming mystery

of last weekend’s attempted :

coup d’etat.

Officially only two officiers
have been arrested.

The principal of these is
Tejero

. who was dismissed a few
months ago as Civil Guard
Commander of Guipuzcoa
province, the most militantly
nationalist of the Basque
provinces. |

Notorious

- Tejero Molina was notorious
in Guipuzcoa for encouraging
the men under his command
examples of
repressive zeal. |

He was removed to merely
bureaucratic duties after
publishing an open letter to the
King in the fascist newspaper
El Imparcial protesting against
‘’"democratisation’’,

Th® official version of last

“Portuguese fascists

R “‘*‘a‘g’ 5!“ :
..\x\ k' 'l.' s

CP leader Cunhal
ary  governments,  the
Portuguese Communist

Party has to a limited degree
taken - the side of . the
Alentejo peasants.

And once it heard the
composition of the
proposed Cabinet, the CP
began {to make critical
noises, - eventually
announcing that it would

~who. are

weekend’'s plot is that it is the
work of this well-known
“dissident’” and a handful of
‘‘crazy’’ and powerless friends
supposed to have
plotted ‘“Operation Galaxy’ in a
cafe of that name.

But there is growing public

~ suspicion that this ‘“‘crazy’’ band

is the officially revealed tip of a

‘much bigger and more senous

iceberg.

A number of reports speak
of up to 200 military and police
officers being involved in the
plot.

It may also have been
supposed to coincide with the
demonstration = of 125,000
Franco. supporters who met in
the Plaza de Oviente in Madrid
the day after the arrest of the
plotters - to honour the third
anniversary of Franco’s death.

The size of the demonstra-

tion "seems to have be&n delib-
erately - exaggerated (to

300,000) by the Madrld police

spokesman

One of the main activities of
the Francoist crowd was the
cheering of the .armed police

sent to. ‘‘control” the demon-
stration—an enthusiasm which
reciprocated by

was clearly

oppose the government
when’ it was presented to
the National Assesmbly for
a confidence vote* on

- December 9,

Undoubtedly this new
oppositionist stance of the
CP accounted for its
surprise 53% victory in

municipal elections in-

Alentejo last week. .
Hollow threat

This was a profound

shock to the government
and  makes military
President Eanes’ threat to
call general elections if the
new government is not
confirmed in office look a
little more hollow.

The CP, however, has

just -as much fo fear in an
election in which it might
make gains, as one in wh1ch
it might lose.

Election victories would
enormously increase the
pressure on the CP leaders

to take action to defend the

rapidly eroding gains of the
1974-75 revolution.

many of the police.
In Barcelona the same week-

end an army general was placed.

‘under house arrest for publicly
attacking the Defence IWmster
Gutierrez Mellado.

‘And there were new reports

of unrest among the armed
police and Civil Guard especially
in Euskadi (the Basque region)
where last Monday ETA
members shot a further twelve

policemen  in one raid on their

barracks in Basauri (Bilbao),
killing two of them.
- The government  seems

reduced to near desperation
over the growing success -of
ETA's present terrorist cam-
paign against the police. |

Repression

The  Interior  Minister,
Francoist butcher Martin Vilia

‘has made a rush visit to Britain

to consult Merlyn Rees and Roy
Mason who are regarded as
Europe’s mentors when it comes
to the repression of militant
armed nationalist movements.

All these developments point
to the growing danger of a new
counter-revolution in Spain.

The man charged with
reassuring the nation against this
obvious danger is army Chief of
Staff.

He is the man who in July

made a public speech, while on -
~an official visit to the military

dictator Videla in Argentina,
clearly  implying that if
necessary the Spanish armed
forces would not hesitate to
assume power.

If some of the army generals ‘

were, as IS rumoured, implicated
in last weekend's plot, then they
seem now to have decided to
delay any further move until

~ after the constitutional referen-

dum on December 6.

The government has imposed |

a ban on all public demonstra-
tions until after the referendum

in an attempt to repress the

growing opposition to the reac-
tionary constitution, especially
in Euskadi and Catalonia.

This reactionary ban has met
with not so much as a whimper

of protest from the Communist

T

' the lengths

- t0. go

" Portuguese SP leader Soares

Party and Socialist
leaders. .
in fact both leaderships,

having helped to orgamse the
recent
strations, have greeted the new
warnings of the possibility of a
military coup with new moves
to demobitlise the working class.

‘“Remote”

SocialiSt Party leader Felibe

Gonzalez, greeted the news with
a statement which echoed the

tine of the Suarez government:
“The possibility of a military
coup exists but it is very
remote’’. | |

Santiago Carrilio,
Secretary of the Communist
Party, (whose newspaper Mundo
Obrero last week went daily) as
usual went much further.

The CP referred to the

Galaxy Plan as “an attempt at -
military insubordination’” and

Carritlo added: .

“In the event of a serious
military coup - the CP and the
Socialist Party and the trade
unions would put themselves on

~ the side of the King and would
call a general strike.”

He added that the "Basque

problem® could not be properly

solved as long as France
continued to give refugz to

~ known terrorists.

"There is emdently«no limit to
t0 which the
Stalinist leadership is prepared
to give unequivocal
support to the successors of
Franco.

The CP leaders of course
wish to avoid a new Francorst
military coup.

But their political plan is to
"avoid it by a totally subordinate

alllance with the “‘democratis-
ing” Francoist bourgeoisie and
by an uncompromising fight to

prevent the working class from
any expression of its indepen-

dent interests.

- In this. way the Stalinists of
Spain today, like the Stalinists

of Spain or Germany in the
1930s, or the Stalinists of Chile

in the 1970s pave ‘the way for
cgunter-revolutmn '

Party

“anti-terrorist’”’ demon-

General
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One of the most
prominent

has caused a storm by
denouncing  Britain’s
barbaric repression 1In
Ireland.

Jack Anderson, in an
article |
number of US papers,
‘declared that Britain was:

~“trampling on the rights
of Irish citizens in a manner
reminiscent of Oliver
Cromwell’s iron-fisted rule
more than three centuries

"

ago.
- Catholic leader

British diplomatic staff

were forced to respond to
the article, which also
quoted a Catholic leader
who had compared: =
“the horrors of H Block
[Long Kesh] with the tiger
cages of Vietnam, where
American-trained
Vietnamese captors interro-
gated prisoners, or
North Vietnamese torture
cells, where American PoWs
were brutally mistreated.”
Anderson’s article drew
heavily on reports from two

American capitalist
- politicians, Republican
Hamilton Fish and

Democrat J oshua Eilberg,
who recently visited British-
occupied Northern Ireland.

‘Both men agreed that

‘NACp

In an important turn into

the trade union movement,

the National Abortion
Campaign brought some
350 ~ delegates to @

conference last weekend.

"But the plan to simply
provide a platform for ‘left’
speeches from sympathetic
.union bureaucrats did not quite
go according to plan. ,
A WSL leaflet which point
out that the star speaker, NUPE
leader Alan Fisher, is a bureau-
crat who has betrayed his
 members time and again, was
attacked by Terry Marsland of
the Tobacco Workers Union,
-who said it made her uypset”’
to see him described this way.

But

Party . members and - IMG
feminists.

‘They were also dismayed at

the WSL amendment to NAC’s

meaningless “‘action

Huckfield |

bourgeois
. | journalists in the USA
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syndicated to a

South

the

-, discussed in the

it it was not only the
WSL leafiet which upset this
planned cosy gathering of ‘lefts’,
Stalinists, Socialist. Workers

oo

Mason

conditions in the Long Kesh
concentration camp Were

“worse than Saigon 19687.

views .  are
shared by

‘Such
increasingly

prominent Irish Americans,

including Longshoremen’s
union  leader =~ Tommy
Gleason, who  recently
proposed a black on British

trade in solidarity with the .

struggle in the North for the
full restoration of Prisoner
of War status for republican
prisoners. f

The British ambassador,
Peter Jay, hit back at these
damaging statements with a
press release alleging that
the conditions at Long Kesh

had been “self inflicted” by

convicted murderers and

bombers claiming that:

“Political status is not
justified for criminals con-

resse

proposals’’, which pointed out

that the fight for abortio’n-

rights

fight to defend and improve the

"NHS as a whoie, a fight that

should be based on policies of
a) occupation of threatened
services
b} supporting strike action

c) -elected committees of

trade unionists and users of the
health service to ~conduct
workers’: inquiries into the
running of the NHS''.

When ‘this amendment was
workshop
sessions it won substantial
support in spite of concerted
opposition from those who

 opposed putting any form of

demands on the bureaucrats on
the platform. |

- Carried

Eventually the  saction
declaring the abortion issue
inseparable from the fight

against the cuts was carried as
part of the “action’’ proposals
which included calls for demon-
strations, day schools and
pressure groups. |

Earlier tﬁe conference had
heard NUJ National Executive

“member Aidan White implicitly

blame the rank and file of the
union for the scandalous

decision of its NEC to oppose
" the conference. '

“pank and file demand is
one thing they (the
leaders) will not ignore’’, he
declared—failing to explain how
it was that the same NUJ

leaders had actually flouted a

decision of the union’s Annual
Delegate Meeting in order to

. oppose the NAC conference.

White went on to speak and

‘vote against the WSL amend-

ments to the resolution.

Mel Read of ASTMS spoke

“1is  inseparable < from ~ the -

‘NUJ

victed under the law™.
The bloodstained Labour

government and its agents
internationally are forced
more and more often to
reiterate such statements as
increasing sections of the
workers’ movement and
even capitalist politicians
wake up to the fact that a
war of national liberation is
going on in the North of
Ireland. - |

Oppressor

Those that take up arms
in the struggle for an end to
national oppression must

obviously stand in breach of

the “laws” drawn up by the
imperialist oppressor nation.
Their fight—however mis-

guided its tactics—is not. a-

criminal act but part of an
entirely legitimate struggle
for the right of the Irish
people as a whole to
determine their own future.
" The criminal role is that
played by the
Labour leaders who, in the
most obscene coalition with
the Tory Party and with
Ulster Unionist politicians,
have: unleashed the full

‘savagery .of the British army

on the Irish population in

strongly on the need to force
unions not simply to adopt
policies on abortion, but to do
something about them once
adopted.

And Dr. Judith Gray (.MPU./ -

ASTMS) spoke on the campaign
for day care abortion facilities
on the NHS using the dangerous
argument that such facilities are
“cheaper’’.

The real point about day-.

care abortions is that they are
safer  because they . ale
performed earlier.
must be seen as part of an
expansion of . health care,
necessarily involving greater
expenditure, |

~ IMG’s si

A

It was perhaps the
silences that said most
about the International
Marxist Group at their rally
last week.

Not that the speakers were
not loud and proficient.

Not that they failed to
impress the almost exclusively

middie class -audience at the

Camden.Centre,
But the speakers, supposedly

‘addressing the topic of the

40th anniversary of the forma-
tion of the Fourth International
were unable to attempt any
examination of the practical
record or the problems and

splits in the International since
-1938. |

And ‘there was no mention
of any fight being carried out

today by the IMG or any
section of the ‘United Secre-
tariat - of the Fourth
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The recent Sinn Fein Ard Fheis.

the six counties.
Prominent in all this 1s
Arthur Scargill’s MP, Roy

‘Mason, who as an NUM-

sponsored MP acts as chief
minister for torture in the
North.

The that  -US

~fact

Congressmen from the two
bourgeois parties have now

No such concessions will be
forced from the capitalist class
or their Labour agents by the
method advocated by Tribunite
Les Huckfield, however. |

- One step further away from .
action than even NAC’s “action

proposals’’, he suggested a cam-
paign of letter writing to MPs to
ward off a possible future
private member’s bill!

- In the final session of the
conference  Socialist
supporter Ron Giles spelled out
a very different perspective for
the abortion struggle and shot
down Alan Fisher’s demagogic
claims to be the champion of
women and the under 5’s by

International (of which it is a
section) for the demands and
principles of the Transitional
Programme. | -
"Instead USF!| leader Ernest
Mandel offered the prospect of
an international campaign for a
35-hour week {which would-win

instant endorsement from the

British  TUC) and US Socialist
Workers Party speaker Nan
Bailey offered simply an endless
string of partial and democratic
demands, without a single
.mention of a socialist policy.
"~ Odd man out on the
platform was an Iranian speaker,
who offered a cogent analysis
of the development of mass
struggle in Iran, a clear call for
the building of a Trotskyist
party, and a ringing denuncia-
tion of international Stalinism.
Yet this speaker, who clearly
represents some of the most
determined layers within the

'3
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Opp’onents of impe'riéli‘;s'm must obviously break British laws.

openly ‘condemned * the
repression in Ireland should

- immediately be used in a

bid to shame the Labour
‘left’ and British union
leaders into taking up a
serious ‘fight on this issue,
and. fighting for the removal
of Callaghan’s pro-imperial-

“ist cabinet. -

o i h

 citing, the way * Fisher himself

had talked out discussion of

nursery _facilities at the last
NUPE conference! -

Though the hardened block
of CPSWP-IMG foeminists

succeeded in preventing NAC

committing itself to any fight
for tangible policies in . the
struggle against the cuts, the
demands advocated by the WSL

won considerable support in the

workship discussions, and point
the only serious way forward in
the fight for free abortion on
demand. |

A

Iranian mass movemen\t, failed
to see the contradiction
between his analysis and that
presented by Mandel—who

“dwelt at length on the fact that

the Italian, French and Spanish
Stalinist parties have “rehabili-
tated”” Trotsky and Bukharin,
and who boasted of the

‘attendance of a Stalinist union
- defegation at  the

_ recent
conference of the Spanish USFI
section.

Mandel conspiciously
avoided any attempt to examine
the role of these Stalinist

- parties in relation to the class

struggle in their own countries:

nor did he attempt any assess-

ment of the role of international
Stalinism as a whole.

Such evasion is not an
isolated mistake:; it typifies the

approach of the USFl. The

result is that while revolutionary
elements are drawn towards the

- WORKERS SOCIALIST -
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USF) hoping to find political
leadership, they are offered
simply impressions and
organised opportunism. |

A high point of this method

“is the British IMG. | |

The - platform sensibly
omitted any reference to the
IMG's work in the British class
struggle, = though  veteran
Trotskyist Harry Wicks showed
how far he has moved in recent
years by trying to compare the
IMG’s opportunist  Socialist
Challenge to the early 1930s
issues of the US Trotskyist
paper The Militant. ~ |

While the rally attempted to

. show the USF 1| as the continuity’

of Trotskyism, its silences and
its statements combined tO

 point once again to the need to

reconstruct the Fourth Inter-
‘national on the basis of a
practical and theoretical reaffir-
mation of its method and
programme. |
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by the press

SOCIALIST PRESS, Wednesday 29 November 1978

" Currency dealers at work_m ﬂatzon ha

- Four and a ha_lf years of |
a right wing Labour govern-

ment implementing Tory
policies have doubled the
cost of living.

The government’s own,
Prices Index,
which (by lumping together all
retail prices including 10D
luxury goods .and services)
always understates the price
increases that most affect the
working class shows a 97.7%
rise since Labour came to power
in 1974,
~ This increase
that in West Germany

is four times
and

twice as much as in the USA,

Japan and France.

And it has taken place in a
period when successive Phases

of wage control have limited
pay increases to £6, 4%% 10%
and now 5%. ,

‘Small wonder workers fail to
believe their eyes or ears when

regaled by the press and the

mass media with claims that
their living standards are now

“improved.

~ Had: it been the NGA,

NATSOPA or SLADE that
threatening to shut

Times Newspapers from to-

agreed to
increase by 50% the work-
force, every Labour Cabinet

- Minister still at
would have by now ‘inter-
vened’ to save manage-
ment’s neck.
It is of course a fantasy
beyond the wildest dreams
the Ieadership of the

Fleet Street print unions would
permit members to go onto the
offensive.
management who intend to shut
down the Sunday Times, Times,
and the Literary and Educa-
tional Supplements, has given an

opportunity for the press,
whether owned Dby Lord
~Thomson or not, to demon-
strate its ~objectivity, detach-
ment, etc . .

~ Where now are atl the
hysterical shrieks about the
public’s right to know?

About the freedom of the Press?

" Socialist Press is of course
not the least bit surprised by
their absence. Those weapons
are kept in the arsenal for use
against the working class, not
the capitalist. But. the  false
image of the press as playing

-an mdependent role between

capital and labour is so carefully
and endlessly peddled, not least
itself,
still carries some weight among
confused workers.

When a machine
chapel

untll 3

liberty

But the strike by
‘young’

‘swept away.

that it .

room
closes the paper for

o

Nor does the Labour Party’s

house journal Labour Weekly
carry much conviction with its
latest centrespread, headlined
- ““The Price Fighters”,
“insists that ‘‘Labour is pulling
Britain out of the economic

which

Tribunite Bob Cryer has

followed the example of co- .
thinker
and

Callaghan’s government.

Brian
resigned

Sedgemore,
from

For this step—dissociating

himself from the decision to
turn over the Merseyside KME
cooperative to private industry
—he will no doubt be awarded
renewed ‘left’ credentials.

He even hinted that Healey's
planned use of sanctions to

enforce the 5% pay limit had
something
decision.

to do with  his

one day. or one week, who
writes the story about it?
Certainly not the Father of the
machine room chapel.

When the management shuts
the whole group - indefinitely
who then writes the story? The
answer, in ‘the Sunday Times
(November 26), is Denis Hamil-
ton, Chairman and Editor-in-
Chief. |

The paper does carry a
report of = the negotiations
written by a journalist, but
the centre page is handed
to the: senior management for
his own farewell,

Hamilton - writes with
nostalgia about the old Lord
Thomson and gushing admira-
tion  for his present boss the

descnbes as ‘malicious nonsense
statements that Thomson is

interested in the papers only -

to maximise his profits. He
displays a lofty paternalistic
charity for the workers he
intends to throw out of work.
“It is very natural that
those working in the old tech-
nology should be dismayed,

-aven understandably outraged at

the thought that they and therr
hard-learned craft should be
In practice, of
course, individuals cannot and
should not be swept away.
They must be dealt with most

~humanely”’.

Dlspensmg with 500 years of
history and every change from
feudalism to caprtalrsm Hamll-
ton writes

‘They could no more resist

‘the electronic advance than the

monks writing books could
resist hand-set type”’.

|ast week Panorama
attempted to portray in a

§ falen due to stabzlzsatzon the .pound

“himself

few fleetmg
of the

‘workers’’
- On radio later in the week,
- Victor Matthews, owner of the

Lord Thomson. He
Times permitted Paul

- down
‘satisfaction when management

ditch”.

Big business

The only section  of

- »gritain®’ that is benefitting is
-of course big business. The rate

But Cryer is not planning a
serious fight against gither
policy. His resignation is strictly
a protest action, designed to put
in the clear while
actually allowing the Callaghan
cabinet to cruise on regardless.

Like Sedgemore he has
shown that there is one thing
more . unpleasant to him than
government policy: the prospect
of an all-out fight in the labour
movement to remove and

replace the Cal!aghan-l-lealey~
leadership.

Freedom

of the
boss

images somethmg
e inner conflict of the
Times. It took the lofty view of

- **a plague on both your houses,

but especially that of the

Express, Standard and Star, was
explaining how the
newspaper owners precisely was
to maximise profits, {Does
Hamilton consider this.

‘cious nonsense’?)

Two weeks ago the Editor of
the Evening Standard resigned
after Matthews instructed that
no editorial on foreign affairs

- should be permitted to appear }

unless he had personally vetted
it. . o
In a fit of daring the Sunday
Foot,
former Socialist Worker Editor,
about 350 words to comment

"on the Panorama programme,
‘balanced’ by an equal length

piece from Paul Johnson, the
Tory Party’s second favounte

: convert

Foot drew no lessons except

that the struggle reflected ‘class

antagomsm and that Lord

Thomson is extremely rich.

Capitaltsm is a social system
based on prwate ownership and

‘wage labour. It is for that reason
“that: the. privately owned press

finds no contradiction between
hysteria when workers shut
newspapers, and grim

carry out the same action.

The
press is the independence of a
dog on a lead. It can go as far as
it . likes providing it does not
want to go too far.

" criterion the

role of

mall-,

beyond
capitalism, towards the struggle

chiis Davies Report __

‘independence’ of the

“ PHOTO

of profit of British industry, -
. though still chronicaily low, has

F.T. figures
increased - over

according to
been markedly

the last period by Callaghan’s

tax cuts. wage . controls,

subsidies and laughable” “price
controls’’ that take as their main
“right’’ of the.

employer to a guaranteed profit.

Subsidies

Meanwhile over the last four
years hundreds of miliions of

pounds have been dished out in

subsidies by Labour leaders to
hire the wallets of the food

‘monopolies and attempt to keep

bread and  other

artificially jow.

._.prices

" That charade has now come.
to an end. But the fraudulent

talk of price controls as a means
of protectlng workers’
standards carries on,

The only way in which prrce
controls could operate would be
if the major industries were
nationalised unde:- the manage-
ment of elected wsorkers com-
mittees, as part -of a planned,
socialist.economy.

- Without such planmng, the
unprecedented successful impos-
ition of price controls on partic-
ular private employers would
affect profitability, interfere
with cash flow, and could even
prompt closures.

The unsuccessful imposition
of price controls on the other
hand has been shown, time and
again
undercover device used to slash
workers’ living standards.

“Wage controls

The Labour leaders make
much out of the current fall in
inflation—and © attribute it to
wage controls,

" But the realjty is that the

. cutbacks in government spend-
ing on social services and educ-

ation, combined with the
improved standing of the pound
in the money markets—cutting
the price of imports—and the

- slump in world trade {caused

by the recession) have had the
decisive impact on prices. |

" In other words the low infla-
tion rate ‘‘given’’ with one
Labour hand, is in reality based
on the slashing of public

. services, the forcing through of
.speed-up, and the creation of

mass unemployment on the .
other. | ‘ |
"The only defence of

workers’ living standards in such

‘a crisis is through the struggle in
‘this pay round for every section

to break the 5% limit, and
protect their pay increases
against inflation through the

fight for a sliding scale of wages.

Under the sliding scale, cost-
- of-living increases would be met

by automatic wage rises, calcul-
ated in each case on the basis of
a price index drawn up by
elected committees of trade
unionists and housewives taking
taxation and other factors into

account.

Such a system of payment of

course runs directly counter to

the need of the capitalist class

10 increase " ‘the exploitation of

the working class through cuts

in real wages.

“As such it is a polrcy that

- forces workers to look for a

solution to
- the

their problems
confines of

for the revolutionary. overthrow

-of the system and a pianned,

socialist economy.

......
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credibility )
elections and the Devolution

PI—{QTO

You may think you've
got financial problems.
But spare a thought for the

- poor. old Labour Party. While

straining every nerve to give
to the European

proposals, its coffers are all but

empty. o |
Last week the National
Executive voted tO spend

£85 000 on campaign work i

Scotland and Wales and in an

effort to get the necessary votes
for the formation of the new

Edinburgh and Cardiff
Assemblies.

~ And it is to consider a
further £100,000 expenditure
on the European Assembly
elections

But, though bad enough, thls
is not all. Labour Party staff are
up in arms over their wages and
conditions.

Europe supremo Jenkins
They have already rejected a
Phase 4-busting offer of a 5%
‘rise now and another 5% in
- April.

| And they have begun to take

militant action—which has
already hit the production of
Labour Weekly. .
| Tribunite’ Les ' Huckfield
points outin this week s issue of
that journal that the parlous
wages and conditions of Labour
Party full-tlme workers (—not

Heffer

Where the massi_, move-
ment of the working class
failed to produce even a

flicker of life from. “%eft’
| FMP Eric Heffer, the decision
by the TUC bureaucrats to

reject a new pay deal with

hlm into action.
 Well, not quite action!

| Almost

Challenging “the reac'tion‘ary-

rant of TUC chairman Tom
'Jackson, he made a carefully |
iphrased call for what is aimost

| free collective bargaining (or
a/most wage control—according
to your point of view!):

ing to

the government has prodded"

to mention the total lack of any
socialist perspective from the
Party leadership) is a key factor
in ensuring that the Party’s real
membership is only 250,000

and that only 77 agents are

employed ‘to cover 624 constit-
uencies.

What is:the answer, accord-
the reformists? For
Huckfield, it amounts basically
to pleading. for state aid to assist
‘the Labour Party in bulilding up
the European elections,

Lamenting the fact that “i
many constituencies the Labour
Party has become so profession-
ally midd'e class that it doesn’t
know how to ‘talk to working
people’’, he proposes the settrng
up of factory branches.

The fact is -that no matter

how it is organised,.the Labour
Party .remains. hog-tied to the

savagely  anti-working  class
policies of Callaghan and
Healey.

| its growmg alienation from
the working class could only be

- reversed by a decrsuon by some
teft

of its so-called ‘‘socialist’’
wing to launch a campaign

throughout the Party and the-

unions for the removail of the

Callaghan-Healey . Ieadership and

the adoption.of a programme of
socialist pohcres

But, Iackmg any genume al-
ternative polrcres to put forward
and frightened of a conflict with
Callaghan, the ‘lefts’ drift on
while  their party -

towards bankruptcy .

flickers

*The 5% policy has been
broken. We ought to get back to
the sensible position of free
collective bargaining, and at the
same time recognise that the
claims ought to be kept.
reasonable bounds”.

Heffer conveniently omitted
to say what bounds he would
define as “‘reasonable’”’—whether
such - bounds are . related to
defence of workers’ living
standards, or maintenance of
capitalist proftts | -

The only thing we can be
certain of is that Heffer will not
figure in the leadership of any

struggle against the 5% policy. |

At best he will be dragged,
grumbling and prevaricating,

lurches -
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behind the movement of the ,‘

| working class.



The October 1917
Russian  Revolution
marked a turning point
for the  American
Radical movement.

"The  Bolsheviks = had
ptoved in - action the

possibility of the conquest:

of power by the working
class and the validity of
Marxism within the class
struggle. - |

Before: October 1917,
the American Radical move-
ment had been dominated
by tendencies who had
turned their backs on the

class struggle and Marxist -

theory.

The Lassalleans had split.

on the eve of the Great Rail
Strike of 1877 from the
Working Men’s Party of the

United States and the First:

International of Marx and

Engels, to seek reform by

the ballot box.
The Anarchists, (disciples

of Bakunin and Nechayeff)

had also split from the First
International and founded
the Anarchistic Internation-

al Working People’s Associa- -

‘tion—known as the “Black
International™.

Collapsed

~ Under the leaderShip of
John Most, who prefered

anarchistic terror tactics and
discarded Marxist theory,

this grouping collapsed after
the arrest and hangings of
the Haymarket martyrs.
The . International
Workers of the World (the
‘“Wobblies”) who advocated
‘Anarcho-Syndicalism  had
led great strikes and carried

out tremendous struggles of-

unionisation. They had
hundreds of thousands of
 followers but rejected
Marxist theory. They were

unable to grasp the political |

tasks involved in overthrow-
ing capitalism.

By 1912, the Socialist
Party left wing, which stood

for industrial unionisation,
had lost its majority to the

opportunists, who saw an
electoral road to political
‘change. The right wing-—
just as their forerunners the
- Lassalleans—turned = away

from the class struggle, in

their quest for votes.
~ Class struggle
‘Eugen'e B. Debs, who

B voiced the opinions of the

rank: and file more than
anyone else, always stood
for the class struggle. But all
his energies were devoted to
external agitation; he never

‘By Graham Bond

1978 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the emergence of the Trotskyist movement in the
United States. The Socialist Workers Party which today claims to represent that tradition
offers no more than a hollow mockery of the fighting spirit of that early movement. This
article is the first in a series in Socialist Press which will examine the early history of the
SWP, the party so central in the 1930s to the launching of the Fourth International. o
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Painting of striking coal miners, metal miners, steel workers and railroad workers.

used ‘his influence in the.

internal struggle against the
right wing. |

Debs did not believe in
factions. Yet the left and
right wings of his party were
in a perpetual fight over

conflicting programme,

~which expressed conflicting

class interests. ;. '

-~ Workers who had joined |
‘the Socialist Party in good:
~ faith

were ‘becoming
demoralised by the growth

of the middle class invasion.

They left the Socialist Party

in their thousands.
As James P. Cannon said

in his pamphlet “E.V. Debs, -

the Socialist Movement of
His Time”’, page 25:

 Revolution

. .ment,

ot e v o .

‘““The strength of capital-
ism is not in .itself and its
own institutions; it survives
only because of barriers of
support in the organisations
of the workers. As we see
now in the light of what we

have learned from the
Russian Revolution and its
aftermath, nine-tenths of
the struggle for socialism is
the struggle against
bourgeois influence in the
‘workers’
‘including the Party”.

At the 1912 conveni:ion,-
the Socialist Party right

wing led a witch-hunt

against left wing radicals

and pushed - through an
amendment to the consti-
tution:

- “Any member of the

Party who opposes political -

action or advocates crime,
sabotage, or other methods
of violence as a weapon of
the working class to aid in
its emancipation shall be

expelled from' membership

of the Party.

- “Political action shall be
construed to mean partici-

pation and administrative

 work along the lines of the
Socialist Party platform.”

- Sharp divisions

Prior to the
these . "two
tendencies had dominated
the American radical move-
They had been
separated organisationally
and had sharp divisions in
their activities and fields of
wortk. =
The revolutionary left
wing of the Socialist Party

‘was strengthened overnight .

by the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion. |
The American Socialist
Party found its ranks
swelled by thousands of
militant workers. Many of
them came from the IWW,
with their eyes on the
Soviet Republic which had
shown a way out of
capitalism’s system of wage

- slavery.

“All the genuine militants

 rallied behind the writings

of Lenin and Trotsky.

- They had their own:
official organ called “The
Revolutionary Age” which

expounded the works of

Bolshevism. Its editor was

Louis Frainer.

John Reed, an American
socialist journalist, took
part in the Russian Revolu-
tion, and reported its events

in a book called Ten Days

That Shook the World.
Reed also popularised the
revolution to a much wider

public field in  The
Liberator.
The majority of the

membership of the left-wing
of the Socialist Party were
foreign born. Under the

impact of October 1917 the

foreign language socialist
movement within the USA
grew rapidly.

organisations,

Russian

The Red Guard detachmeptf

The foreign born of the
Socialist Party were organ- i
ised into Language: Federa-. |
tions which were almost
autonomous. There were as’
many as 30,000 Russians,
Poles, Ukrainians, Finns,
etc. At their head was |
Frainer, N. Hourwich and :
C.E. Ruthenherg. . _.

Because of their auto- |
nomous nature the Federa-
tions did not want a !
centralised Party, or even to §
be organised into local ]
branches without a national -

~ structure or autonomous |
rights. | | |
| ~ Minority.
Such an arrangement

would mean they would
lose the block votes of the -

‘Federations and thus the

control of the Socialist
Party left wing. B
The native Americans
were in a minority which
was led by J. Reed and B.
Eitlow, | | |

" In September 1919 at .

the underground  national
convention of the Socialist
Party left wing a three-way |

-split took place.-

The Feder-atiOniSts who
wanted control formed the

. Communist Party of the
- United States. Native born

Americans who stood for a
more Americanised party

“with an indigenous leader- |
 ship, |

- formed ~ the |
Communist Labor Party. |

~ This split with the Socialist

Party cut the two Com- |
munist Parties off from
thousands of radical
socialists who were revolu=
tionary in their sentiment
but not yet ready to follow
the left wing in a split.

These forces did not stay
with the right wing either.
They dropped out in
discouragement at the three
way split. | .

‘The - two Communist. |
Parties =~ emerged  with
identical programmes. To
make matters worse they
now both felt the brunt of
the persecutions of the:
American bourgeoisie.

DepOrte'd N

During the Palmer raids
thousands were arrested and

imprisoned and thousands

of foreign-born revolution-

| aries were deported.

The two Communist
Parties were forced under-
ground, which cut them off
from the working class.

In accordance with the
decision of the Executive
Committee of the Commun-
ist International the two
parties held a joint under-
ground  convention in
Bridgeman, Michigan in the |
Spring of 1920,

The CPUS united with

"the CLP to form the United

Communist Party, and sent
a declaration to the Second
Congress of the Communist

International:




the Putilov plant in action during the Russian Revolution

“1. To work together at
he Congress as a single
roup.

2. To ask the ECCI to

nstruct the elements who
refuse to recognise a
romplete  unification to
mite on the bases of the
Communist International.

3.. To subordinate our-

selves on the question of
anification to the decisions
pf the ECCL.” |

~ Because of their isolation
from the working class in
the underground movement
there was a development
towards sectarian positions,

A strong antl-parllamen-'

tary and anti-trades union
faction was developing.

- The 1920 convention
adopted a resolution on the
trade union .question which
called for the boycott of the
Amerrcan  Federation of
Labour.

’, It said: '

; “Any member who had
o join the AFL should
lwork in it as a communist
worker in a bourgeois
icongress—not to build it but
to break it up.” |
Many of these ideas were

an influential spokesman,
allied with the Dutch and
German ultréa-lefts.

T

"

- chapter

Diego szera s muml showmg Lemn and 'Trotsky wit delegates to the

Thzrd In ternatzonal

, Lenin launched a-n attack
upon these concepts with

his pamphlet Left Wing
Communism, an Infantzle
Disorder, in which, in the
“Should
‘Werk in
Trade

Revolutionists
Reactionary
Unions?” he said:

“ . . The struggle against

_Gomperses, against Messrs.

- Jouhaux,

Western Europe is much
more difficult than the
struggle against our
Mensheviks who represent

- an absolutely homogeneous
- social and political type.

inspired by Frainer who was

Henderson,
Merrheim, Legien and co. in.

L 1

“This  struggle must be

| waged ruthlessly and it must

unfailingly be brought as we
brought it—to a point when
all the incorrigible leaders of
opportunism and social
chauvinism are completely

discredited and driven out

of the trades unions.”
The American unifica-

~ tion, on the insistence of

the ECCI was complete by
the followmg year, in the
Spring of 1921.

Ruthenberg and Gitlow
were in  prison.

Reed and other leadmg |
members . were at the
Second Congress of the

Communist International.

James P. Cannon, who
- was elected at the previous

convention, was joined on

~the Central Committee by
Jay Lovestone,

and Bittelman.
Legalisation

This new

ment.

This was the only way {o
reach the American working
class.. But the resistance of

the foreign born members
was too great for this to .

happen overnight.

They formed legal groups
for holding lectures. To
organise these groups, the
party was affiliated to the

- American Labor Alliance,

which became the legal plat-
form for the UCP.

In 1921 William Z,
Foster joined the UCP. He
was a former IWW syndical-

ist and secretary-treasurer of .

the National Committee for

Organising Iron and Steel.

Workers. |
Foster had practically led

the great steel strike in
1919. He had also gained

"much influence in the AFL.

Frainer,

Winstone

leadership |
began a struggle for the .
‘legalisation of the move- .

Foster began to develop

the trade union activity on a
broad scale under the name
of the Trade Union Educa-

-tion League, financed by
the Profintern. |
Cannon, Lovestone,

Bittelman ~and Winstone
came to an agreement with
the remainder of the
Socialist. Party left wing
who had since formed the
Workers Council—to form
the Workers Party, which

became the legal expressron

of the UCP.
But some of the diehard

undergrounders could not
“accept legal work through

the Workers Party. 3,000 of
them left to form the

Proletarian Party. '
This departure did not

heal the rift. There was still
a strong sectarian influence
in the' party ranks which

.develoPed into the “Goose:

Caucus’. This caucus gave
support to the forming of
the Workers Party. But they
would not accept it as the

legal expression of the Com-
‘munist Party. '

In November 1921,
under

Workers = Party Benjamin

Gitlow stood for Mayor of

New York C1ty

- After- six months effort

he was ruled off the ballot
by the Board of Elections,
because he was serving a jail
sentence. B

The American economy
was now on the upturn. It
was the beginning of a
period of boom which was
accompanied by a political
relaxation. - Persecutions
were over. A more liberal

‘mood prevailed in the USA.

With the programme of

‘the Communist Party, the

Workers Party came to the

forefront as the real CP in -
fact, if not in name.

The question now arose—

did they need an -illegal

Communist

ship

the Party.
the guise of the:

~ Party

. dominated
- CP.

“him,

Jay Lovestone

Party? The
Cannon-Lovestone leader-
thought not. They
became known - as
‘liquidators faction’,

- Both Cannon, represent-

ing the hquldators R
Katterfeld for the Goose

caucus (who got their name

by cackling like geese at
meetings) went to the
Fourth = Congress
Communist International
and were both
equal representation on the
American commission. The
Russian delegation consisted
of Zinoviev, Bukharm and
Radek.

Turning point
Cannon, who was chair-

man of the Workers Party,
managed to meet Trotsky

for one hour, to put
forward the case for the
liquidators. |

This, according  to
Cannon was. the great

turning point in the long
struggle for legalrsatron of
- the

At the end of

meeting Trotsky .said he
supported the liquidators

and was sure Lenin and the

other leaders Would do-the

same.

~ The result of discussion
“on ‘the American Commis-
‘sion was unanimously in
- favour of the liquidators.
~ They also recommended

that the party advocate

- work for the constructlon
of a labor party based on

the trade unions.

In August-September\
John Pepper arrived from
the Hungarian Communist
and was assigned to
work with the Hungarran-~

Federation of the US party
' Mamp‘ulated 4

He began on the editorial
board of the Hungarian
Federation of the Party and
was not long in assuming
complete  control. By
February 1923, - Pepper
the American

Pepper manipulated
everyone who stood in his
way.
by rehabilitating most of
the defeated Undergrounde
ers, and welded - them
together into a faction to
serve his own ends. |

With a faction behind
Pepper was now in a
posrtron to deal with the
other leaders—Lovestone,

Ruthenberg (now out of

prison) and Foster who had
now come into the leader-

ship. Cannon was still at the .
Comintern, |

Legal status

The  third  national
convention of the Com-
munist Party was held on 7
April 1923,

A formal communication

the

and

of the
-status.. -
| Now the “Umted Front”'
tactic which until then had

‘been for American Com-

afforded -

‘National Committee

Fitzpatrick in
strike of 1919—they jumped

He gained credibility

was sent to the Workers
Party to the effect that the
Communist = Party  had
decided to dissolve itself

because the Workers Party

had developed into the
Communist Party. (It Wwas

" not until 1925 that the
-name

“Workers Party”
changed to Communist
Party).

~ This gave " the'm legal

munists an abstract literary
exercise could be put into

practice in the fight within
the
“Labour Party”.

emerging  “Farmer

While the Commumst
Party had been struggling
for nearly four years for

legalisation, the AFL had

orgamsed the Labor Party
of Cook County and in
1919 had polled 50,000
votes for John Fitzpatrick.

He was president of the :

Chicago  Federation of
Labor and chairman of the
for
Iron and Steel Workers. |

Adventurisrn

It was Fltzpatrrck who in

November 1919 took the

initiative in calling for a

national conference in
Chicago out of which
emerged the  American

Labor Party in 1920. »
. The Farmer Labor Party
created in @ 1922,
Seeking a broader base, the

was

FLP -sent out an appeal to

trade unions and leftist
political parties. .
The Workers Party

agreed to attend its conven-
. tion in Chrcago on July 3,
1923,

But after four years of
struggle against sectarianism
and fighting for legalisation
the Party now went over-
board - wholesale
adventurism. Under the
leadership of Pepper and the
influence
had with
steel

worked
the

in at the deep end of the
Farmer Labor Party
convention.

By hook or by crook
they made sure they had the

-majonty of delegates at the

Chrcago conventron

representing
workers found themselves in.

. Workers

ing dominance of
Cannon-Foster camp, than -

towards

of Foster—who

Wzlham A Foster

They even sent some of
their members posing as
Flower - Arrangement
Society delegates or
delegates from Health and
Sports Societies and Dance-

. end Choral Societies.

At the Convention the
AFL trade union delegates
sections - of

the minority—outnumbered
by a flood of drsgursed
communists,
 Fitzpatrick  repudiated
the conference but the
Workers Party took over.
The result of this Pyrrhic
victory was to send a
chastised Fitzpatrick back

to join a block with the §

labour bureaucracy and to
destroy the tolerance of the
AFL for the Workers Party.

The developments which
came out of this escapade -
threw into = question the
Party’s whole
method of work and how

Communists - should
approach *Am erican

workers.

The protracted struggle
on this question was to last
six years, It reflected the
contradictions of different

class forces and political
factions. \ o
The siruggie was one

between the petty bour-
geois and the proletarian
tendency. Pepper,

Ruthenberg and ‘Lovestone -
‘represented the New York

intellectuals, without exper-
ience in the class- struggle.

Severe consequences

Foster and Cannon, how-
ever, were both formerly
IWW members representing
the workers of the mid-
west,

But no sooner had some
headway begun to be made
on this front, with the grow- -
the
the

developments within

international class struggle

intervened. = |

Within the  isolated
Soviet state a bureaucratic
caste around Stalin was con-
solidating its grip on
political power, In doing so g

these bureaucrats set out
also to transform the

Comintern in.to a tool for"

their - opportunist
manoeuvres—with  severe,
consequences for American
communism.

FURTHER READING ,
“The First Ten Years of American Communism”’

5 by James P. Cannon, Pathfinder Press, 1962.

“The History of American Trotskylsm > by'
James P. Cannon, Pathfinder Press.

‘“Trotskylsm Today supplements 45 and 6.
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‘llarge and

depicts

" The Hayward Gallery e

is currently showing a
stimulating

exhibttlon called ‘Neue

Sachlichkeit and
German Reahsm ot‘ the

Twenties’.

‘This is just one part of

an ambitious and timely
presentation sponsored by
the Goethe Institute of
major cultural facets of the
ill-fated Weimar Republic.
- Following -on from the
massively popular film
‘Cabaret’, “this whole
programme of visual arts,
architecture, music, theatre
poetry and films may yet
elevate the thriving Weimar
cult to a full-blown fad.

While avoiding simplistic
(and defeatist) parallels,
there is no doubt that the
current  capitalist  crisis,

governmental instability and

growing political polarisa-
tion serve to induce .a

broader interest and
comprehension of ‘Weimar
Culture’ than hitherto.

Distrust of novelty

While in Weimar’s grim
austerity, the romantic,
messianic, idealism - of

Expressionism was rejected .
for a concern with everyday

tangible experiencé, now
the Op art, Pop art, kinetics
and cool- Hockney of
Britain’s swinging ’60s have
turned to a distrust of the
headlong pursuit of novelty.

- The Whitechapel Art
Gallery’s exhibition ‘Art for
Society’ . attested in an

uneven way to the growing -

concern of artists to direct

their work in social and

political ~ directions,
stimulating a re-examination
of past political artists, par-
ticularly of the twenties.
Last year’s exhibition of
the photo montage work of
John Heartfield at the ICA
was a milestone in this
rediscovery process.

Study of people

The terms ‘Sachlichkeit’
(objectivity) and °‘Realism’
are useful only for differen-
tiating this movement from
earlier modes: the central
theme of most artists in this
exhibition is a study of
people. ~

But the meticulous atten-
tion paid to details and
textures generally serves to
reinforce a denigration of
bourge01s values as encap-
sulated in individuals and
their surroundings, and a
statement of bestralrty as a
norm.

A giant of this exhrbrtron
is Otto Dix, at last receiving
the prominence he deserves.
His large canvasses record in
stunning detail the bloated,
the mercenary, the

putrefying and the war-

cripples.
-~ An early work of his
three
composed of artificial limbs
and virtually held together
by spare-part surgery, non-
chalantly playing cards,
their strap-on
rendered more shockingly
by the montage method of
the work itself.

“Drawing for Grosstadt™’,

soldiers

appliances

Tom Wmters reviews the. art exlubltron ‘Neue Sachhchkelt and
German Realism of the Twenties’ currently showmg at the
Hayward Gallery, South Bank London until J anuary 14, 1979

has a central panel of jazz-
age  decadent high-life
flanked on either side by
war victims on crutches and
venal leering prostitutes.,

Most of Dix’s depiction
of women rests on this
stereotype, suggesting a
hardened misogyny and a
Protestant element to his
social criticism.

Stylistically, - the
grotesque linear quality of
Dix, plus his concern for
detailed
reminiscent of Grunewald S
‘Crucifixtion’.

Sheer ugliness

But - his scorching
portrayal of sheer ugliness,
(see the old man’s varicosed
legs  in ‘Mismatched

Lovers’!) places him in a

category of his own.

representation is

Three other portraits are
cooler but razor sharp in
their characterisation,
bordering on caricature,

Sinister night-life’

The ashen-face  of
“journalist” | Sylvia- von
Harden” casts a cold and
penetrating gaze from a

“marbled table against a lurid

red background—-w1th
monocle, cigarette and
dubious gender,  a

monument - to
sinister night-life.

In a strikingly different
and expressionist work, the

“Berlin’s

| fragile figure of the “Poet

Ivar von Lucken” is wafted
up by the window’s angle to

- ethereal heights.

George  Grosz,
worked in close liaison with

- (who

Max Herrmann Neisse in the background -—byi Christian Schad

Dix during this period in the

Rote Gruppe) is well repres-
ented in this exhibition with

many large aggressive brush-

drawings of war cripples,
profrteers and sullen unem-
ployed.

‘He brilliantly used a

futuristlc scrambling  of
forms to dissect and reveal
the political realities of the
Weimar Republic. Of partic-
ular interest were his water-
coloured drawings, which
seen directly, are as bright
and dynamic as early works
by Kandinsky.

Rudolph Schlichter

‘shares with Grosz a sharp

draftsmanship, but

focussing on resigned and

burnt-out individuals like
“Unemployed Waiter™.
Four portraits display a

‘bold and free use of water-"

colour on wet

~of portraits,

Disdbled Soldier—by George Grosz

paper;
however, his heavy oil-
portraits like “Oscar Maria
Graf”’ are less successful.

Of particular merit are
‘the many drawings by Max

Beckman called simply
‘Hell’. Executed in 1919,

these dynamic and highly

condensed  compositions
recount almost journalistic-
ally the instability, depriva-

- tion, criminaljty and social

breakdown of that revolu-
tionary year.

Electrically charged and

angular, they  relate more

than other artists to the

Expressionist tradition.
Some, like the depiction

of Luxemburg s torture in
‘the hands of the Freikorps,
were used as the basis for
- larger paintings, but without

srgmflcant 1mprovem ent,

‘Snap shot’

A near-photographic
sense of realism is achieved
by Chris Schad. In a series
individuals
isolated in a crowd, stare
out grimly without illusions,
while other figures are cut

- off the picture so as to

emulate ‘snapshot’ photo-

| ~graphy. (Full circle since the
“early photographers who

rigidly ‘adhered to conven-
tions of painters’

~composition!)

An artist who perhaps

-most approximates the label
“New Objectivity’

i1 Hans
Mertens, who is represented
by several ‘still life’ near

~monochrome paintings of

banal ‘household objects
presented in a rigorous_and
satisfying composition.

The concern- for surface
- appearance; the belief that

appearances can instigate a
greater potential for visual
drama than abstractions has
led many of these artists
towards photography as a

standard of representation:

“associated = with

or pomt of departure for
their work.

It is therefore pertinent
of the organisers of this
exhibition to have included
a substantial section of con-

| temporaneous photography.

Much of this. ‘is:
concerned with patterns and |

textures in everyday life,
~and some landscape photo-.

graphs that dramatically
contrast the metropolis with
the countryside, have their

painterly counterparts

Of special interest are
some book and magazine
covers designed by John
Heartfield for the German
Communist Party.

While not all artists§
| Neue
Sachlichkeit were ‘left wing’}
the overall direction of the
movement certainly was. |

The exhibition leaves no|

doubt of the artists’ mten-

tion of producing a popular

and - accessible form offf
communication concernedj
above all with man- himself
and his created environment §
—the industrialised city.

While the form of this
work . is static and not
concerned with innovation,
the content
language consistent with
philosophical - materialism]
and the experience of the
working class.

This approach or move-
ment has scarcely advanced

~since its decisive eclipse by |
- the fascists taking power in

1933.

Unique op_portunity |

This exhibition offers a:
unigué  opportunity to:
study  both the painting

‘style and the Weimar Era
‘that stands behind it—warts

and ail. ~
The exhibition closes on
14 - January, 1979. On

Mondays the price of admis-
sion is reduced to only 20p.

.> 
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Unemployed Waiter—by Schlichter

involved al
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The family as we
know it today is often
suggested -~ as  being

‘representative of the.

natural order of things.
This myth has been ably
exploded by Engels in his
book—The Origins of the
" Family  Private  Property
and the State. |

He shows quite clearly,

that the family unit and
roles taken up within it are
not rigidly fixed but change

in line with the develop-
ment and requirements of

society. .

The “nuclear family” in
which married parents in
each single isolated house-
hold undertake the
responsibility, for child-rear-
“ing and domestic labour has
developed in response to the
requirements of capitalist
economy.

- Social waste

The social waste of such
a system—in which each
household .then needs its
own . cooking, washing,
cleaning, . gardening and
entertainment -
rather than relying on
planned, socialised
amenities—is obvious. K

So is' the profits to be
made by whole sections of
capitalist industry

ment, |

But more important for
capitalism is the way in
which this system, by
oppression of women within
the isolated household,
provides a cheap means of
providing male labour for
exploitation in the produc-
tion process.

Thus basic chores, such
as washing, cooking and
child-care are ,
women in order to liberate
men for production.,

The burden of these
- mundane tasks on women is
today an ever increasing
one, as the effects of public

spending cuts force more

" and more social and health
care problems back into the
home. |
This
practice that women have
- become doubly oppressed.
Under conditions of
general exploitation of the
- working class, women also
‘remain oppressed
domestic situation,

Co mplex question

The question of the
family and the role played
by women within it is a very
complex one. '

Two basic inter-related
questions have to Dbe
tackled: the oppression of
“women and the disciplining
of the class. .
 +.Neither can be complete-
ly resolved on

~to challenge the backward
ideas of - many workers,
including women as to the
"role of women in the
family,

itself.

The material and tech-
nological pre-requisites for
liberating women from their
daily

It would be a very simple
step to provide state
nurseries, communal
catering and laundry and an

full

facilities

by
perpetuating the arrange-

given to,

has meant 1n

in the

its own.
Although it is necessary

. the main thrust
must be against capitalism

chores certainly exist.

improved
system. -

But the resources for
such a change remain tied
up in the system of private

health-care

~ownership, which today, in

fact, is in the process of

dismantling even the limited .
facilities which do exist.

There is no way in which
any of these facilities can be
extended under capitalism,
particularly capitalism in
Crisis. -

~ Socialist economy

The oppression of
women, as with the general
oppression of the working
class can only be overcome
by liberating the means of
production from private
ownership and establishing
a planned socialist
economy.

[t is hardly surprising
that in this period of

economic crisis, there are
being made to

moves

OO R

strengthen the family.
In a climate of worsening

conditions of pay and
employment for the
working class, the class

begins to increase its aware-

ness of its own strength and

under a revolutionary
leadership could well fulfill

its role of overthrowing
capitalism, .
Developments in this

direction have to be halted.
One method used by the

defenders of capitalism—
whether Tory or Labour—is

to strengthen the propa-
ganda on the subject of the
family.

The capitalist class 1is
now moving onto the
offensive. The question of
the family is  being
increasingly linked to that
of ‘law and order’.

Central plank

A number of Tones have

‘taken up the question and a

————— —— 1t mt e m Emas

| Thatchér—élédding p'ri'estess of _thé éult of thé family

- consisting - of |
councillors, predominantly

conference is being hel,d' to
discuss them in detail.

By Ron Steel
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A number of possibilities
are suggested. The first
suggestion is that mothers

“should be paid a salary to

:0LOHd
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Labour Party members

are not far behind and often

make proposals just as reac-

tionary. |
Callaghan has made the
family and law-and-order a

central plank in the next

election campaign and his
voice is echoed at every
level of social democracy.

One working party,

Labour Party members,
have produced  a report,

~dealing with the subject of

vandalism.

This. report raises = a

number of important points
worth quoting: -

“There is a need to

examine the family unit and

to ask whether in the later

stages of the 20th century
it is beginning to break
down. What measures, if
any, can be taken to restore

famiy unity?”

Sheffield

present _
should be ended and in its

stay at home to look after
their ~children, to bring

families closer together and
hopefully to keep an eye on

the potential vandals.

- The report goes on:
~ “‘But surely the role of a
mother is the most
important part of family
life . . . it is felt that the
child allowance

place the mother would be
given a salary if she wished

to stay at home to continue

to look after the children.

- “On. the other hand, of
course, she could choose to

go out to work but then
there would be no child

allowance nor state salary.”

| Reactio nary demand

These suggestions raise
the question of whether or
not women should be paid
“wages for housework™. |

This is a demand which
has been taken up and

N b
_gressive”’,

Sheffield, however,

‘paramount
““fashioning

claustrophobic

fought for by sections of
the feminist movement,
where it has been applauded

~as 'a progressive develop-
- ment. - |

In fact, it is a reactionary

demand, which in practice
would only reassert that the:

role of women lies in the

domestic situation, one of.
the sources of oppression,

and accepts their permanent
isolation from the organised
workers’ movement,

The demand of wages for
housework, seemingly “pro-
~ becomes a
diversion away from the real

- source of oppression, and,

by shackling the woman
more strongly to the homé
and domestic labour, has
the opposite effect, in the

long term, to what 1is
desired. - |

- Penalised

The . report from

places
the demand in an even more
reactionary context, calling

for those who refuse to stay

in the home to be penalised.
The report goes on to say
that the parental role is of
importance in
and forming
opinions in young minds”
and that logically, therefore,
parents should have overall
responsibility for  the
problems of vandalism and
hooliganism, including

actual sharing of punish-

ment with young offenders.
As already stated, the

family and law and order

are two topics on the lips of
many a prominent Tory.
The fact that the cry is

now widely taken up by

social democrats highlights
the fact that the Labour
Party or government has
nothing to
working class. o

Beginning  from  the
assumption that vandalism

is a problem stemming from

the . family and not a
symptom of capitalism in
crisis, with massive youth
unemployment and low
wages, the Labourites see
the answer as being in the
family. .
 This suits them very well.
It enables them to duck,
yet again, the real issue at
stake—what kind of society
can- resolve the problems
facing the working class?

Day to day struggle

For men and women to

be fully liberated - the
working class must
overthrow capitalism. =

In the day. to day

struggles for women’s rights

the reformists of the Labour

Party must be challenged

"and removed and a party

built capable of leading the
working class to power. |

Social revolution alone
can liberate the resources to
provide for a progressive
change in  which the

family unit will little by
little be replaced by a wider

social unit, in which human-

relationships are allowed to
develop free from the
fetters of domestic labour
and exploitation.

offer the

bourgeois .
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INDUSTRIAL NEWS
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December 11 has
now been named by the
House of Holland Strike
Committee as the day
- for the next mass picket
of the firm’s strlke-hlt
warehouse.

The success of the f1rst
such action two weeks ago
has given the strikers much
- needed = encouragement
following week after week
of bureaucratrc evasion and

~ Why join the

struggle to grasp the need for:

. Ouite .ffenkly,
‘unique!
We're the only movement

that fights patiently and relent-

lessly for the building of a
Trotskyist party capable of
mobilising the working class in

the struggle for state power and
the GStabllshment of a socialist

‘society.

" In doing so the WSL alone
does not _shrmk from head-on
battles with the existing Ieadors
of . the working class — whether
these be 1eft’ talking Labourites
union bureaucrats, or Stalinists
- of the Communist Party.

- in these batties we set out to
‘prove to workers both in theory
~ 8nd in practice the necessity for
a new leadership and for a
programme of transitional
demands which, starting from
today’s problems and today’s

duplicity by their TGWU

full-time officials since the
two

dispute began over
months ago.

of recognition
typical within the TGWU,
the bureaucracy’s manoeu-
vres around this one take
some beating.

we're

Although such treatment
- strikes - is

JFollowing the usual

pledges of all out support
beforehand once the strike
started- and

the workers

socialist revoiution.

For this reason, though we,.
" are smaller than some self-styled
‘revolutionary’ groups, the WSL

has featured in the forefront of

pay struggles in British Leyland,
~in the fight against the sale of
in the
struggie against - the cuts, in’
and in
the fight against bureaucratic

jobs by TUC leaders,
unionisation struggles,

dictatorship within the unions,
This -method of approach —

rejecting any descent to- simple

trade union mititancy, and any

“form of concession to  the

counter-revolutionary reformist

“or Stalinist bureaucracy — is of

course essential for the working

class -not only in Brutam but
internationally . |
 In taking up mternatlonal )
‘issues the WSL points out not

only the obligation of British

 anising - centre

2

R R )

The House of Holland mass pzcket

sacked, thrs turned mto out-
- right hostlhty to the strikers
and their demands.

The company’s recog- -
nition ‘agreement’ with
USDAW, at one time

correctly derided "and dis-

. 'mlssed by Geoff Hulett (the

District

union’s  Oxford

Offrcer) as a ploy to keep
- out union organrsatron was
| .subsequently siezed on as a
reason for now saying the
issue was an
dispute”. |

. . 2
) LI .
. -
: ‘l ’ )
. . ..
.
oo

i :
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ionary struggles such as tnose in

jran and Southern Africa, but

-also the necessity for the recon-
of -the Trotskyist
Fourth International as the org-
of the world

struction

party of socialist revolution.

The WSL is not the biggest
movement on the left in Britain-
nor is it the easiest to be a
‘member of. But inits approach
to both theory and practice itis
the only really serious revoi- |
; utnonarv movement. |

Iook: at ﬂw,f;""'glve in,

When vyou

struggles now. under way and
‘the problems faced by the wor-

king cflass, the nmity for a
principled leadership is ud’ma-
takesble.

'WHY NOT JOIN US? Fill
~in~the form below for more
details, or approach your local

branch, who will gladly supply
more information about owr

ing

-Oxford offices. . ] =
In addition, the off1crals- B EEE
have mstmcted the workers’ . |
union. branch secretary to | -
" resist calls to convene a |
- meeting,

“mter umon -

Garners  strikers was

highlighted by se'veral

events last week.

With heavy fines bemgv

imposed on strikers and

the .~ highway,

After several ,ad10u'rn-

- ments because of her refusal
. to attend the hgaring, she
_pleaded guilty to common
. assault in an incident in
~ which her blow had caused
g striker to lose partial sight

in one eye.

As the Daily Telegraph
pointed out last week, the
nature of the. charge pre-
cludes any chance of
extensive damages = being
won by the injured striker—

- Jalil Khan!

" HOUSE OF HOLLAND
CA

The shopworkers union,

the company

- Another tactic has been |
~ to deliberately confuse the -
questlon of which of the

isolating
- further from the unlon'
"machmery

A strike commrttee dele-

~ gatron confronted Regronal

Secretary Mathers a month
ago but his -

‘Meanwhile, his officials
b1tter1y oppose the mass

‘- plckets call

Owner

House " of Hollands

owner, Mrs van der Ploeg,
'.challenged by pickets last
‘week, said she would rather
join them on the dole than
a phrase familiar J.
. {o -many involved in recog- -
nition strikes over the past

few years.

If she is to be made to

eat those words the
campaign for blackmg must
be stepped up.

Support for the next
mass picket can improve the

‘reassurances . {.
have proved to be worthless.

their supporters for such
| -hemous crimes as obstruct- -
Mrs
Margohs (wife of Garners
. boss Cyril) received a paltry
- £25 fine af Marlborough St |
on Monday.

AZC N  E SR A EvF X K ANEAIS0TFeN, TV W&

| Picket blinded-

The TGWU’ s scandal -
_.ous treatment of the

Whilst an example among
many of the class nature of
British justice the incident is
a further indictment of
Region 1’s agreement with
the police to- curtail the
right to picket.

The refusal of the TGWU

to mobilise a single substan-

tial delegation to the picket

line alongside this agree-

‘ment with the police to

limit numbers to six a

‘restaurant, has disarmed the

strikers and given the police
official sanction to harrass
and arrest the strikers.

Tribune plcket
The final act of treachery

-in this process is the union’s
refusal to pay the fines of
- those
individual

" arrested—leaving

‘supporters to
carry the financial burden
of such fines.

To the embarrassment of
the Regional
eight “left> MP’s including
Martin Flann.ery, Dennis
Skinner, Jo Richardson and

-~ Audrey  Wise  picketed
~'Oxford Street Garners on
‘Tuesday lunchtrme—more

- than the agreed limit.

Flannery’s protestatlons

z.f:(mtended as the usual token
gesture of support) that the
police’s arbitrary limits on

 picketing was ‘intimidation’

however, could produce no

evidence of any members in.§ g

union’s  -districts = is
responsible, , leaving the
strikers stranded ‘between §
‘the = Northampton

and_' E

‘them -}

pinpointed the depth of the
TGWU’s betrayal and, to

the obvious embarrassment

| I | I n E
. N

leadership,

-understanding post-y
- Stalinism. 166pp, £1.75
- plus

-~ - PV RN B e T e e W - - el
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of the Morning Star, took a
position to the left of the

‘Communist Party.

The day of mass picket-
ing called by the Greater
London  Association = of .
Trades Councils on 8
December -represents an

| important step.

. Although not decisive in
1tse1f such a mobilisation
provides a valuable morale
booster to the strikers and
focuses the attention of
wider layers of the labour
movement on the strike,

If supported by large
numbers it will also
challenge by its - effectrve-
ness the union’s refusal to

‘mobilise  mass  pickets,
orgamse secondary blacking
and ~pay the strikers

adequate finance.
- Because of the potential

 threat of such mobilisations

GLATC, headed by Stalinist
Stiller, and Region 1 headed
by Stahmst Staden will do
their best
inaction to ensure that the
action on December 8 is a
flop.

Success on this day will
therefore help strengthen -
the strikers fight not only
against the company but

- against their own leadershlp

'key book for
post-war

The

20p post  and |

- packing from WSL, 31,
Dartmoutlt’ Park I-Illl'
London NW5 1'HR. |

by planned :

workers to support the irish
'liberamon struggle and revolut-

consciousness within the work-
ing class, lead workers- in

'MORE
DETAILS

| Plun send me more informltlon d:out‘tln Wodun
SOcialist Lmuo

programme, policios, a_nd por-

iy conditions for such a

campaign.
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' THE KEY TO THE CUTS FIGHT !

| The booklet whlch
| spells out the policies
- neces - for allout
| struggle against the cuts, .
} drawing on practical ex-
perience at the EGA l,would,_hke to receive . .
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A major
wages : is being hatched in
British Leyland.

Despite - the vote of the

Combine Committee a month
ago for plant-by-plant bargain-
ing, and the two-week strike by
the Drews Lane plant demand-
ing plant bargaining, attempts
are being made to transfer all
hegotiatrons to national level .
. A meeting of the BL Cars
- Joint Negotiating Committee
- {LCJINC) was held last Thursday
—at which all participants were
sworn to secrecy.

Full'adva'ntage -

At it, the company took full
advantage of the willingness of

the right wing and Communist
Party to accept a deai at any

price, and made a modified
offer .

This includes an offer to pay
the nationally agreed premium
rates (for overtime and night
shift) from February 1,1979.

Yet the company are
obligated to pay these rates
from November 1, 1978 quite
irrespective of the pay review!

They also say they will pay .

a 5% mcrease on the basic rate,

Sanction

The pattern suggests that
~ those chapels which argued

- Journalists on provin-

cial papers have stepped
up sanctions in their
‘campaign against the
five per cent pay limit.

But the inadequacy and
divisive nature of the action

is already becoming
- apparent. |
- Already journalists at

‘Bolton have been dismissed
by management for operat-

ing the sanctions. The only
~advice they have received
from the NUJ is to hold
fast, sit at their desks and
‘refuse to accept’ that they
are sacked.

On some papers the sanc-
tions are being stnngently
operated and Dbiting. In
- Britsol the evening paper
has been reduced to an
‘emergency edition as
‘management concentrate on
the prestigious morning
paper.

On others the sancttons
~are being operated in such a
way that
little inconvenienced.

Bl pay:

sell-out on

"Robinson,
~ advocated corporate bargaining.

management 1s

backdated to Novem ber 1.

But both of these “offers"'
~would be conditional on full
acceptance, by a// BL car plants,
‘of the
~ proposals and the highly conten-

so-called “parity”
tious new grading structure.

Hamstring

The new grading structure
“involves the acceptance of a
set-up

rigid corporate wage
which would hamstring
individuat plants in the future,
and put negotiations into the
hands of national officials.

"But the LCJNC voted 26-1

to meet again this Wednesday
and receive the same proposals

in written form,

This decision 'flatly contra-

dicts existing Combine Com-

mittee policy, and has effective-
ly ended plant-level negotia-
tions.

Plans are clear
This will please the Long-
bridge convenor, Stalinist Derek

“who , has long

- The right wing and the CP
are clearly determined to avoid

most strongly for strike
action are now the chapels
implementing the sanctions
to the best effect. .
These include a ban on
telephones, an end to night
work and all flexibility and

a stubborn insistence on

finishing each job to the

satisfaction of the ~1ournahs1:
before the next one is
begun, |

But the employers who
have applied for permission
ffom the Department of

Employment (!) to pay 7% .

Ambul'ance crews in the
W. Midlands have been
suspended following the
imposition of sanctions in
pursuit of ‘their claim for
the solution of pay anom-

" alies dating back to reorgan-
isation of the service in .

1974.

Before reorganisation

divide

Rt

HA/ THIS BRANCH WANTS US TO FIGHT
FOR ABORTION RIGHTS /WHATEVER NEXT ?

a strike on pay at any price.

Their plans are clear.

Wednesday’s LCJNC is likely = -
to endorse BL's offer and pave
‘the way for a BL convenors’
meeting where the predomin-

ance of convenors from skilled
sections is likely to produce a
further endorsement. | |
The whole miserable sell-out
will then be put to a ballot of
the entire BL cars workforce.
This plot must be fought.
Plant bargaining must be
defended. -

Strike action

The plant claims now

submitted must be answered by

the company—and separated
from the ‘“‘parity’” plan and
premium rate increases.

- {f there is no improvement
on the 5% action must be taken,
The company'’s common offer
to all BL car plants must be
answered by ¢ommon strike

"action to defeat Phase 4 and

defend jobs and conditions.

pay rises have not been
shifted by the sanctions.
Only an all out strike
with a call-to printers for
support is likely to shift one
of the most intransigent sets
of employers substantially.
Sanctions could bring a
small increase in the offer
which will not bring a

decisive shift in the living

standards of the NUJ
members concerned.

The employers’ proposals
to: ‘weight’ any offer in
favour of the better paid
journalists must
reje.c’ted.

negotlatlons conducted at
different stations had resulted in
differing wage  rates and
conditions,

Now W. Midland ambulance
crews are asking for a general

rounding up of wages and

conditions to the best obtain-
ing in the area.

The Area Health Authority
claim that this would break the
government’s pay limit.

In a direct move to step up

fight for

also - be'

-~ {which

The militant six week

strike at the Usher Walker

printing inks factory in East
London ended last Tuesday.

And the sell-out arranged
by NATSOPA bureaucrats

ensured that two days later

the entire union chapel
leadership was sacked from
their jobs.

Reinstatement
The strike began as a fight

" against threatened redundancies

and for money the company

is withholding after a previous

dispute.
But it soon turned Iinto a

union
bureaucracy - expelled 27
strikers: and a fight for the jobs
of eight men who were then

. sacked.
These demands appeared to

have been won when, last
Monday, union bureaucrat,
Dave Hutchinson, told the
strikers that the union had re-
instated every man both to
NATSOPA and to their jobs.

Probationary

Although the original
demands of the strike had not

~ been won, the strikers agreed to
return to work, with a number

demoralised.

But when the men returned
to ‘work they found that what
had actually been - agreed
between Usher

confrontatlon the management
has deprived the W. Midlands of
ambulances, The crews demands
have been rejected and without
waiting for the dispute to reach
the stage of strike action
management told - ambulance-
men to drop their sanctions
included refusal to
report back to base by radio and

fill in report sheets) or be-

suspended.
The TGWU made the dispute

reinstatement into
NATSOPA after the

Walker and
NATSOPA was re-employment ~

‘Ambulance drivers

ight 5

This meant that certain

benefits such as sick Pay and

holiday pay were lost because
the 8 men, now ‘new’

employees, had to enter a six
month probationary period of
employment.

The chapel decided to fight
for re-instatement and asked for
individuals not to do any over-
time.

An official overtime ban,
without the Executive Com-
mittee’s approval,
32 in the NATSOPA rule book!

- On Wednesday trouble flared
again when the firm’s three
truck. drivers refused to work

without NATSOPA supervisicn.
‘ threatened

Usher Waiker
instant dismissal despite the fact
that the three men were desper-
"ately trying to find a solution to

‘ . the problem.

On Thursday the company
carried out the
sacked all three men.

This situation was made
doubly serious by virtue of the
fact the three men—Burton,

. Barratt and Durham—were the
FoC, Deputy FoC and chapel

secretary|

To have confronted manage-
ment in this way so soon affer a
six week = strike and shortly

- before Christmas was a grave

tactical mistake.
Many of the workers in the
chapel were demoraiised and a

official but NUPE did not
follow suit. In last week’s
Socialist  Challenge  former

‘NUPE full-time official Chris

Adamson explains that having
failed to persuade NUPE to

follow the TGWU he resngned

his jOb

Stark contrast

This prlncapled action stands

in stark contrast to that of the

breaks Rule

threat. and

-continue to

~suspending  the

Midlands

BL workers at the Cowley Assembly plant who submztted the fzrst plant claim

DEFEAT AT
INK FIR

- not re-lnstatement.

motion for strlke action . was

defeated by 34 votes to 26.
Disciplinary action

The three sacked men have |

since said that they do not wish

to return to work after a vote
which effectively endorses their
sackings. |

Nevertheless,

~ official

for their re-instatement. |
Hutchinson replied by saying

that the three men had both

legally and morally

“sacked
themselves’’, |

He also said- that any strike |

action on their behalf would

bring disciplinary action by the
union,

More expulsrons of the

‘remaining militants would give

Usher Walker the chance to
totally destroy union organisa-
tion on the site.

The task of the remaining
miitants in the factory is to
pressure the
NATSOPA  bureaucracy to
support the three sacked men
and to begin to re-organise the
union in the factory.

“The last week has seen an
enormous defeat for -the
workers-at Usher Walker.

It is the job of mHitants in

‘the factory to ensure that it is

only a temporary defeat.

1}

Secretary of the Birmingham
Trades Council who as chairman

of the AHA was responsible for
ambulance
crews! .

The crews have stuck firm
for over a week now in the face
of this intimidation. It is impor-
tant that this fight be linked to
that of other workers in the W,

bakery workers.

WANT 24 HOouR nonssmas ~THE BLOODY LAT/

NEXT THING You KNOW THESE WOMEN WiLL HELLO -—‘ﬂns MUST BE THE NEW FULL-TIME
ofriciAL...COME IN .BROTHER’ 4

UP To, LETTING THEIR \AVES

WHAT ARG THESE HUSBANDS
CARRY ON LIKE THIS ?

A BIRD !/

TAKING OVER

(CHRIST—-— [75) (THEYRE EVENTY[ |
OUR JOBS Now!

PLEASED TOo MEET YoU O’FISHALL— I’VE

WORKED oUT AN IDEA TO QGET US OFF THE
HOOK ON THE Low PAY FIGHT ...

...YOU COULD GO TO SATURDAY'S CONFERENCE
AND QIVE EM A ROUSING SPEECH ON
ABORTION RIGHTS — THEN EVEN THE LEFT
WILL BE EATING OUT OF YOUR HAND 7

when a
temporarily elected FoC met

“scab _  NATSOPA '
- Hutchinson, the following day,
he pressed for official backing

.

area—especially the’




.'.:

Determined steps have |

been taken by the Bakers
Union in a bid to force

employers to concede to

their £10 pay demand.

Last weekend, in an almost

| unprecedented move, a recall

delegate conference voted unan-
imously to' expel = 2,000
members = who ‘have been
scabbing on the dispute. .

This step has challenged

head-on the threats by
employers to tear up the closed
shop agreement if strnkebreakers

were expelled.

And it Spells out clearly that
the union is. determined to
break from its history of right
wing collaboration with manage-
ment which has left bakers’

.wages and conditions as some of

the lowest in the country.
This stand had the |mmed-
iate effect of pulling out an

scroungers, infested, by spies,

deserted by cowards, betrayed

by scabs, bled by leeches and

_sold out by their leaders.

“But notwithstanding all

this, it is today the most vital

- -potential. power this planet has

~ever known and its historic
mission of

- emancipating

. .workers, of the worid from the

additional 400 workers on str"ke '.

in Peterborough

F lying piCKet_s B |

At the same ='t,ime the tmi'oni

leadership has freed resources
for stepping up of flying pickets
on flour mills in a bid to cut the
supplies that have enabled scabs
to continue substantnal bread !
production. : :
There - -are

signs that’ |

{

increasing numbers of smaller |

bakeries are settling for the

union claim in order to revert to |

normal production.

‘Meanwhile last week .Bakers
- Union president Terry O’Neill, !

speaking to reporters denounced
the way in which other umon
leaders have left the:r struggle
isolated.

‘“Too many natlonal union ;

i

officers are more interested in’
wining and dining, in trips to.

Euraope and America.

‘“They are more interested in :

fancy meals than they are in

getting down to looking after

the interests of their members.

: *. . . some union leaders are
siding with the employers,
hoping we will be smashed.’’

(Newsline) .

O'Neiil went on to call on
other low paid sections of
workers in the textile trade and

l

!

|

in the hospitals to take action

alongside the bakers.
Firm call

General Secretary Sam
Maddox has issued a firm call in
a letter to every striker, urging
solidarity and renewed efforts
to force the employers to thelr
knees:

*Ten thousand times has the
trade union movement stumbled

and falien and bruised itself, and
risen again, to be seized by the

throat and choked into insensib-

ility: enjoined by courts,
assaulted by thugs, charged by
military powers, shot down by
regulars, discriminated against
by the press, frowned upon by
public opinion, .deceived by
politicians, repudiated by rene-
gades, ‘preyed . upon by

"thraldom of the ages.
' cértain of ultimate realisation as
the- setting of the sun. Yours
fr-;atternally',s_am Maddox."”

- strators

* Supporting action

Bakers have already shown
their readiness and capacity to
withstand police and scab

violence.

Now they must. intensify:

demands on other sections of

workers for supporting action—

particularly blacking action in
* the docks, which could rapidly

halt supplies of grain to the
ﬂou; mills, and_ thus put a stop

to the most profitable aspect of
the employers’ operation.

In every area
branches and stewards’
mittees in particular should be
pressed to take up this fight and
to demand their leadership and
road transport and docks’
stewards organise immediate
and total blacking of grain and
flour shlpments until the £10
pay claim is conceded in full,
without strings, to the satisfac-
tion of the bakers’ union.

The example of the bakers’
struggle must also be taken into

the fight in NUPE and other

public sector unions on the
supposed ““LL.ow Pay’’ campaign.

Fisher’s hope
Alan

‘Left’ demagogue

Fisher and his less-left cronies
are sitting on their hands on a
pay claim for over 1 million

TGWU
com-

local authority manual workers

while a mere 25,000 Bakers

carry forward the fight against
Phase 4.

Fisher’s hope is that he can
postpone action until after the
bakers’ action is over—and thus

take the steam out of the £60;

45-hour week claim for his own
members

Councils of actlon
Publlc sector workers must

fight this sell-out and discuss

ways of linking up alongside

bakers and other sections in the

struggle against wage control.

This should include the
setting up of local councils of
action, drawing delegates from
all local labour movement
organisations and bodies, with
the aim of spreading and
strengthening the struggle
against government pay policy

-and the TUC bureaucrats whose
“actions now tacitly defend it.

Results o f IRA bomb campaign: 64 shops wrecked in Dungannon

- talking hard and

Plans to shut down the
Times, Sunday Times and
Literary and Education
Supplements = were well

advanced as we went to
press.

The NGA refused to enter
into negotiations with the Times

~ management ‘under duress’ but

have feft their members rudder-
less. y

Other print unions have been
conceding
ground fast. But nothing looked

likely to stall off the manage-

ment lock out of close on 4,000

workers—and no strategy for.

fighting this bhas been put

forward by any of the chapels

concerned.

i Tlmes Newspapers dq shut
then it is likely to be a long time
before they reopen.

Jake E cclstone

~The employers are trying in
one; bound to jump over the top

- of the technology introduced

into provincial newspapers—not
by adopting more advanced
technology, but by adopting a
‘more complete destruction of

;obs ,
Times Newspape rs s
demanding ‘single stroke key-

boarding’ in which the journal-
ists or advertising staff type

-their stories directly into the
.computer.

~ Although
Times proposals for job cutting
are 10% overall, their effect in
the NGA compositors. would be
t0 axe more than 50% of the
workforce,

The NGA are
respond to the management
carrot of massive redundancy
payments simply because for
them this is the ‘ulti‘mate
betrayal.

Once smgle stroke keyboard-

Marches defend PoWs

" In a massive show of
opposition to the

British military occupa-
tion of Ireland,
thousands of demon-
marched last
week  through  the
streets of London, while

“thousands more defied a

government ban to join
a similar march in

Armagh city.

The marches centred on |

the demands for the restor-

-ation of political status to

Irish republican prisoners of

war and- for the withdrawal

of-'British froops. .

‘'weekend the

same
deputy
governor of the notorious

During the

- Long Kesh concentration

camp and top screw in
charge of ‘H’ Block—in
which -over 300 republican
and socialist prisoners are
being subjected to barbaric

‘torture—was killed by IRA

gunmen. | |
These events, coupled
with a renewed bombing

campaign in the six counties

have brought home clearly
‘the fact that the war of.
liberation in Ireland is very

much alive.

The London demonstra-
tion, called by the Prisoners
Aid- Committee " was

- repression in

substantially bigger than the
last -such mobilisation on 9
July of this year. |

But there was
marked shortage of banners
from the organised labour
movement,

The fight against British
Ireland is
clearly still not being taken

~up within the wunions by
many of the left groups who -

mobilised  their . own
members for the demonstra-
tion. -
Wlthout such a turn the
propsect of matenally
affecting . the
stance of the Labour leaders

‘and assisting the fight to
- force .a

withdrawal of
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still a |

reactionary .

British troops from Ireland

is minimal. |
- With this in mind, the
WSL contingent

placards and shouted

-slogans directed at the need

to fight British imperialism

in Ireland by fighting for

the removal of torture chief
Roy Mason and the Labour
leadership. |

In this way the necessary.
fight for the restoration of

political status and for the

self-determination of the

. Irish people can be seen in

its proper connection with
the struggle for a revolution-
ary leadership in the Bntlsh
workmg class

the Times

unions

therefore  the *

slower to

carried -

¢

ing becomes widespread the

composing room becomes a
small back-up service, dealing
with copy which comes into the
building from. outside sources

only., The  NGA will have
nothing left to seli. |

Programme to defeat the lock-
out: | »
- *Occupy Times buildings:

throw out management,
Produce a labour movement
paper. |

*Call supporting strikes

throughout Fleet Street.
 *Demand work sharing on
full pay—no loss of jobs.

*Open the books of Times
Newspapers to elected commit-
tees of trade unionists,

*Demand nationalisation of
under workers
control with no compensation
for Lord Thomson and other
owners. .

.
.
_
.
.

- The unions are now divided
and in retreat. Nowhere has a
single call for prmcupled oppos-
ition been raised.

This does not mean that_ the
collapse at once.
Journalists on the 7/imes have
declared themselves behind the
NUJ’s inadequate policy of not
negotiating on direct input
(another name for single key-
boarding) until the NGA has

‘agreed to sell out their own

jobs.
But Jake Ecclestone, Times
FoC and the nearest thing Fleet

‘Street has to a militant in the

- NUJ, is contaminated
with compromise and
‘reasonable’ deals. . |

At the union’s annual

conference this year, discussing
new  technology, it  was
Ecclestone who ‘'spoke for the
National Executive, against a
call for workers control of the
means of production.

Now the ‘unions are faced
with precisely that choice. The

~oniy single weapon there s

against a management lock-out
is to occupy the plant and to
print a labour movement paper
under. the direct control of the.

‘workforce,

- Only an immediate occupa-
tion of the Times, with manage-
ment exciuded from the build-
ing, can begin to show the way
forward for Times workers. The
question is not so much new

fangled technology as old
fashioned . attacks by the
employers.

Once in occupation- Times'
workers must put forward a
programme challenging manage-
ment’s right to destroy their
jobs and leading to the expro-
priation of the newspapers from
Lord Thomson and his ilk.

The November Fund

now stands at £584.51—just

£15.49 short of our target

for the month of £600.
With one day

of the

“month to go after this issue

is published readers and
supporters have a last|
opportunity to ensure that

‘we go well over the top.

Donations should be sent
to: Socialist Press Fund, 31,
Dartmouth Park  Hill,

‘London NWS5 lHR.




