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nsiorers face double whammy as health care comes under the axe

Welfare State Network

BUDGET DAY LOBBY OF
PARLIAMENT

defend pensions, benefits and education

TUESDAY 29 NOVEMBER
Assemble |.30pm at the lobby gate

e, =5 e : = ol
- = 1 ey i - s

C = X " o T w3 - i m— e . 1 - = .
o B TET LY e - : 1 S d . > et : % L
R N e R T R i P R PN R fi 3 L S e i e e, B '.-.-'-:-E-u ;iu_.'l‘:ui-.l.._-.‘i;‘_...:-_.._*-._-;-.u.: TN SR < -




L —p— TR IATTTNEN

ik TR T TR T R I we—— ™

®

HOME NEWS

IN BRIEF

Hidden
housing

costs

THE LINK between poot
housing and poor health
has been underiined
once more by a
high-powered alliance
of health and housing

organisations.

The Standing Confer-
ence on Public Health ar-
gues that poor housing

| costs as much as £2 billion

A year in medical bills, so-
ctal help and police time.
Cold damp living condi-
tions lead to greater num-
bers of accidents,
IInesses and distress, es-

| pecially among children.

Labour
council

wields axe

- KNOWSLEY’s right wing
- Labour councii has

imposeg brtal e =

ieans-tested charges
on day-care centres for
people with learning

difficulties.

Many have fallenini; ar-
rears with the charges,
which average £5 per
week from poverty-line
henefits, and will he con-
fronted with the council’s
full arrears collection proc-

| ess, which ends with court

action and bailifts.

Under the olfd system ali
clients paid a flat-rate
£1.50 per week.

Banks kill off
‘white elephant’

prlvate hospital

1T WAS opened proudly by

Scottish Secretary lain
Lang ~ and closed by

market forces.

Just six months after it
opened, the most expensive
private hospital in Britain has
called in the receivers.

The Clydebank-based
Heaith Care International con-

ceded defeat when they could

not find bankers willing to
bail out this year’s expected
£15 million deficit on the lav-
ish £180 million hospital com-
plex, £30m of which had been
underwritten by the Tory gov-
ernment.

Glasgow’s Evening Times

GOVERNM E NT CLOS
R HOSPITA L

Edgware NHS

campaigners

'By Harry Sloan '

OVER 300 angry residents
packed into a public meeting

on November 1 to oppose
the closure of casualty and
acute services at Edgware

Hospital in north London.
The meeting, called by the

local Barnet health authority as

the fingi v ns 1ts varisuitation’,

- was unusual in allowing a plat-
form space for the local Hands
- Off Our Hospitals campaign.

After the health authority

presentation had been received
“with stony silence punctuated

by occasianal heckling, Cam-
paign spokesperson John
Lister won rousing applause
when he denounced the plans
as motivated by government
cash cuts.

Strong speeches from the
floor against the closure plans

- included the Tory Mayor of Har- -

row, pensioners and patients

has had fun listing all the
ways £30m couid have been
spent to benefit Scotland’s
NHS. |

But while the oppaosition of
the Scottish public to the new
hospital project was vocal
and predictable, it is hard to
see why bankers were pre-
pared even to contemplate
such a reckless and ludicrous
scheme. In the midst of the
rampant sleaze debate, ques-
tions are being asked about
where some of the money
went.

The hospital cost almost

~ three times as much to build

as a district general hospital

for the NHS, but has only 260
beds. Yet it also has 21 oper-
ating theatres, compared with

scent victory

from ail three boroughs af-

fected, and a speaker from the

local ex-servicemen’s club, who

‘won a standing ovation for his

bluntly-worded attack on the
health authority and overpald
NHS managers.

Campaigners at the door col-
lected several hundred pounds
In donations, including a
shamefaced donation from the

health - =<thority’s main
speaker! | .

-~ Near-unanimous

With near-unanimous, all-

party local opposition to the

scheme —with all four Tory MPs
opposed, and only one of the

183 councillors in the three bor-

~oughs of Brent, Harrow and
Barnet (the chair of the health

authority) prepared to vote in
favour — there are real hopes
that the government can be

“forced to step in and halt the

Barnet plan, giving campaign-
ers a historic victory.

Money no
object for
private

hospitals as

NHS is
slashed

just five in an equivalent
sized NHS specialist hospital.
There is an attached 160-bed
luxury hotel, which always de-
pended upon the success of
the hospital.

In theory the Clydebank
hospital was to act as a mag-
net, drawing in lucrative spe-

cialist cases from the wealthy

elite of the Middle East,
Greece and [taly.

But the number of overseas
patients using British private
hospitals has slumped in re-
cent years to just 3 percent of
the British private market.
Most of these go to prestig-
ious London hospitals, whose
names are already estah-

lished.

It turns out that to make a

In and out in 18 minutes: accountants target donors

Bloody furious!

- By Terry Smith

1,000 people crowded in to a

'Liverpool public meeting op-
posing plans to axe the local

Regional Blood Transfusion
Centre, along with four other
regional centres across the
country.

The plans, put forward by yet
another Tory-appointed quango,
the National Blood Authority,
have been almost unanimously

condemned, with opponents in-
cluding Foreign Secretary

- Douglas Hurd, Oxford Univer-

sity, and hundreds of thousands
who have signed petitions circu-
lated by the threatened centres in

Liverpool, Lancaster, Oxford,

Brentwood and Plymouth.

A detailed response published -
by the Staff Side of the NBA
- warns that the cost-cutting plans,

designed to slash NBA spending
by £10-£12 million from a

£135m budget, would break up
scientific teams, lose thousands
of specialist donors and risk a
total collapse of the service.

Hospitals in North Wales, for -
example could face increased

bills for blood supplies of up to
£2m a year, bringing elective
heart and hip surgery to a grind-
ing halt, or forcing cuts else-
where. |

Among the proposals put for-

~ward by the management con-

profit the Clydebank hospital
would have needed to attract
a third of a// the overseas pri-
vate patients treated in Brit-
ain.

Attempts to diversify by
pulling in cash and contracts
from health authorities in Brit-
ain failed to make any sub-
stantial dent in the rampant
debts of the doomed opera-
tion.

- When the firm went belly-

~ up there were just 20 patients

in the £180m hospital.

As the boss of the Inde-
pendent Health Care Associa-
tion told the Financial Times
“The trouble is that it is too

sultants behind the new scherne |
was a plan to increase the
‘throughput’ of mobile blood
collection teams by halving the
length of time to draw a unit of

blood from each donor. In place .
of the current legal minimum of

17.5 minutes ‘bleed time’, each

patient would get just 9.‘5 min-

utes, and be rushed in and out in -
a total of just 18 minutes!
The same firm suggested sav-

‘ings of up to £500,000 a year

from keeping blood at room
temperature instead of under re-
frigeration, though they admit-
ted this would increase the
bacteria content of the blood.

Hidden agenda

‘The hidden agenda behind
these proposals is a drive to-
wards privatisation of the blood
service, and the sale of cheaper
British blood products on the po-

‘tentially lucrative European -~
‘market. |

But if donors dlscover they

are being exploited, tens of thou-

sands will vote with their feet,
creating a potentially devastat-
ing shortage of blood for vital
operations and other treatment.
. The hasty 2-month consult-
ation on the plans has now

- ended, but the pressure of cam-

paigning must be sustained to
ensure that the issue remains in
the public eye, and that the pro-
posals are defeated.

big, it is in the wrong place,
and it opened at the wrong
time”.

Now MPs from the Public
Accounts Committee are to
probe the investment of £30m
of government cash in what
has become known as the
Scottish De Lorean, while
Greater Glasgow Health
Board seeks to close 1,000
NHS beds. | |

Like the failed car firm, HCI
promised to create jobs. But

- instead of the projected

1,800, only 400 staff were em-
ployed, just 53 of them from
Clydebank. |
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THE CRUSHING electoral defeat
suffered by US President Bill Clinton
in the November elections should
sound a warning note for even the
most complacent of Labour’s right

wing leadership.
While Tony Blair’s ‘modernisers’ set

out to scrap Clause 4, sever Labour’s

remaining link with the working class,
and remodel the party along the lines of
Clinton’s Democrats, November showed
that this is no automatic road to electoral
SUCCESS.

"There 1s no doubts that US workers

expected to make gains, and have been

more willing to struggle for their rights
since Clinton’s election. There has been
a four-fold increase 1n strike-days during
1994, with unions actually beginning to
reverse their long decline in membership.

But the Democratic Party remains as it
always was, a bosses’ party, unambigu-
‘ously committed to capitalism and to US
imperialism.

Coalition

It 1s an uneasy coalition, with rela-
tively few ‘liberals’ coexisting alongside
a hard core of conservative reactionaries,
notably in what were the old Democratic
strongholds of the southern states.

When Alabama’s right wing senator

Richard Shelby announced his defection

to the Republicans nobody would have
noticed any serious change of polmcal

ideology. |
The Democrats embrace the demands

of big business on the one hand, and the

need to win votes from blacks, hispanics
and other oppressed groups on the other.
One result has been Clinton’s feeble

and half-baked reforms to health care, for

which he crusaded during the Presiden-
tial elections, only to find his scheme
paralysed by the lack of support from his
own party in Congress.

And while millions of unemployed
and low-paid US workers have seen their

living standards stagnate or fall, they
- have seen Clinton spelling out new plans

to get tough on welfare claimants, and

ALL IMMIGRATION controls are
racist. This was the conclusion
of the Oxford day school of Sun-
day November 13 held by the
Campaign to Close - Down—-
-~ Campsfield. |

Steve Cohen the main speaker
and author of “workers control not
iImmigration control” explained the
importance of the issue for the ia-
bour movement. He showed how
controls started in 1905 against
Jewish immigrants and how even
progressive leaders like Tom Mann
supported them.

He dealt with the internment of
Jews in the 1930’s and how the first
post war contrcls against black mi-
grants were also supported by sec-
tions of the trade union movement
— ‘or example, it was TGWU pol-
Icy.

it emerged from the discussions
that in battling against present day
immigration controis we are fight-
ing 90 years of ingrained policy.

But there is a whole hidden his-
tory of opposition to be discovered
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Heach oul and touch somebady' now Clinton is reaching out to Hepubhcans

squander amassive $30 billion on acrime

bill that would boost prison-building and

put 100,000 more cops on the streets.
Many of Clinton’s problems are too

easily brushed aside as irrelevant by

Blair’s coterie of admirers and advisors
in Britain. | | |

The architect of Neil Kinnock’s elec-
toral defeats, Peter Mandelson, in a com-
placent assessment in the Guardian, puts
much obthe blame for the setbacks onto

Clinton’s personal problems (Whitewa-
ter, women and the like), and smugly

expects Blair to do better.

He also blames Clinton’s poor choice
of a White House team. But labour activ-
1sts looking at the lacklustre performance

of Blair’s toothless front bench, or his

even more wretched clique of back-room

spin-doctors, will be far from reassured

that a similar problem is not in store for
a Labour government.
‘Mandelson repeats his view that La-

" bour should put no policies on taxation :

until.thelastminme,forfearofscming_

- - ——— e g———- -
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away voters or making promises that
can’t be kept. As if two more years of
evasions and empty sound-bites could
galvamise the enthusiasm of the British
working class.

Increased taxation of the rich should

be a popular campaigning slogan to ap-

~peal to the working class, not a shame-

orkers’ control not immigration control

and related — it involves in particu-
lar those most effected. Steve Co-
hen argued that official Labour
Party policy of opposing only “rac-
ist immigration controls” is totally
misguided — it serves only to de-
moblllse resnstance

“Junie James chair of the Afro
Caribbean Association went

tics of the countries of the refugees
and migrants.

The final session of the day
planned for events in the future in
particular the picket of Har-
monsworth detention centre, the
anniversary demonstration on Sat-
urday November 26 and the march
to London that starts on November

through some of the experiencesof  30. -

Oxford people and argued that the SUPPORT THE

immediacy of other issues such as

housing made it difficult to get REFUEES SUPPOR'I'

black people involved. This started THE IMMIGRATION

a lively debate which concluded PRISONERS

with an agreement to work more - | .

closely with the ACA. Picket Harmondsworth
Charles Kukwikila a spokesper- - -

son for a Zairian refugee associa- detention centre

tion spoke on the history of Belgian Saturday December

colonialism in the Congo. He | 3,

stressed that economic migration 1< noon — 1.30 pm

was the resuit of imperialist distor- .

tion of the worid economy and that  C-alled by Ealing

people should have the right to Trades Council and

move in order to survive. The dis- the Campaign

cussion centred on the need for a | n to

far better appreciation of the poti- Close Campsfield

faced confession.
Predictable

What is clear from Clinton’s failure —
and was predictable from the outset — is

that a party tied hand and foot to the

interests of big capital can only be as
‘radical’ as the capitalists will allow.

As Tony Blair touts his timid pro-
gramme around, gathering plaudits from
pohite gatherings of British bankers and
industrialists, we should reflect that Clin-
ton’s failure has not just ushered in a new
influx of Bible-bashing Republicans to

opened the door to outright racist poli-
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Congress and. state governorships, but

cies, hke the endorsement of Proposition
187 in California, designed to withdraw
schooling and healthcare from the faml-
lies of ‘illegal ’ immigrants.

As Clinton buckles down to negotlate
with Republican leaderson a package of
welfare cuts and tax réductions, and
seeks new Congressional allies on the
‘left’ of the Republican Party, we see
again that the Democrats, floating free
from any roots in the workmg class

movement, function purely as a capltahst :

party.

Party that will represent the class interests
of workers, of blacks,. hispanics, and

‘other oppressed minorities, of women, of

youth, and the millions of unemployed.

Come to thmk of it, sO do the Brmsh
workers.

That’s why Blalr S modermsmg of-
fensive against Clanse 4 and the very
notion of socialism must be stopped be-
fore 1t ends in Clinton- style fiasco.

The US Worlqng class needs a Labeur |
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Socialism is still

a new idea

OVER two hundred Labour
Party and trade union activ-
ists were at the launch of
the Campaign to Defend

Clause Four.

It was agreed to
try to uniteall
those committed
to keeping the
clause. It will in-
volve all those in

there was a massive cam-
paign for retention.

The officers of the cam-
paign are to be Arthur Scar-
gill, Alan Simpson MP and
Doreen Cameron the Presi-

dent of NATFHE. |

The first committee

“will be on Sunday De-
cember 4 at 12 noon in
the Lucas Arms, Gray’s
Inn Road, King’s Cross

favour of adden-

il open to all supporters
qumsbandhaddl- — only delegates from
::l::tsre:tonereten- . labour movement bod-
tion. ‘Stan Newens MEP  |orroat lefs will

Speakers sug- To affiliate: send a

‘gested that giving Blair the op-
portunity of a face saving new
statement of aims and objec-
tives that includes the clause
would only be acceptable if

By Arthur Scargill

A CAMPAIGN is being
waged for the very soul of

the Labour Party. This is not

new or without precedent.

Ramsey MacDonald wanted
to change the Labour Party and
its constitution. Hugh Gaitskell
wanted to remove clause four. It
took a miners’ leader and the
movement to stop it.

Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown, the Clinton clones, want
an American-style Democratic
Party. Any one naive enough to
think that they will be satisfied
with just the removal of Clause
Four is living in cloud cuckoo
land.

The next step would be “we
want a new name; one that is
more acceptable; one that
doesn’t jar; one that is accept-
able to the city of London”.

History is littered with lead-
ers and leaderships who ignored
at their peril ordinary men and
women who sought only com-
mon justice and a better way of
life.

We’ve got in real terms five
million without a job and at least
ten million below the poverty
line. There are hundreds of
thousands homeless. What an
obscenity to witness on televi-

support capitalism.

minimum of £10 to Defend
Clause IV—Defend Socialism
‘¢/o NUM, 2 Huddersfield
Road, Barnsiey S70 2LS.

sion Labour’s leaders greeting

the captains of industry, wining
and dining them at £300 a head
at Labour Party conference.

The thing that concerns me
most is the differing views
emerging from the left elements
within our movement. We have
a certain group of MPs and
magazines like Tribune coming
out with new variations. The
wordsmiths are working over-
time to seil something that they
believe will be acceptable to
Tony Blair.

There is no alternative, nor
should there be any alternative.
It’s the very soul of our party
that’s being attacked.

Down the line

No fancy words. No dressing
up of the arguments. Straight
down the line defend clause four
— defend socialism.

I speak with the full support
of the National Union of Mine-

workers. We are committed to

Clause Four because it is also
part of our constitution.

T say to all those inside and
outside Parliament, inside the
party and the trade union move-
ment “remember the struggle
ever since the party was born”.
It has been on the basis that we
are different from parties who

We say: No
redraft, no retreat

by Dave Packer
CLAUSE FOUR is not a full

socialist programme. It does
not propose popular control

of the market — nationalisa-
tion of the banks and the main
sectors of production under
popular democratic control is
a key part of a socialist vision
of society.

Socialism is still 2 newidea—
one that breaks from the old
failed Lib-Lab class collabora-
tion Blair is preparing for us. His
proposals are a retreat to the
nineteenth century. |

It is not the socialists who are
the dinosaurs but the backward
looking Lib-Labers. 3
~ The capitalist class and their
representatives in parliament to-
gether with their friends in the
mass media hate Clause Four —
almost as much as they despise
the trade union link.

Unfortunately the new right
wing offensive initiated at La-
bour Party conference has more
chance of success than Gait-
skell's previous attack. This is
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been put into practice. -
State ownership of
the utilities and a modi-
- cum of wealth redistri-
bution through
progressive’ taxation
would be quite accept-
- able to the anti-socialist
right of the party as well
as to a number of Lib-
erals. |
Formal reference to
a “socialism” devoid of
all radicalism is no use
to any one. ltisthe con-
tent not the word that
matters. As they stand
both the soft left and
Blair options are per-
fectly acceptable to the

because the long years of defeat-
ist “New Realism” have drained
the labour movement of confi-
dence.

It is tragic therefore that sec-
tions of the erstwhile left have
refused to defend the clause.
Their “redraft” is totally insuffi-
cient. The real problemis thatthe
ideas of Clause Four have néver

..........
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Fully backing the clause: Arthur Scargill

It is Clause Four that marks
this party out from the Tories
and Liberal Democrats. It estab-
lishes a clear identity and one
that has seen victory in at least
five different general elections.

We should fight to retain
Clause Four in its entirety and
demand that there are no

changes. Not a dot. Not a |

comma. Not a word.
We should say to Tony Blair

AN s O AT

and to the leadership that we not
only want to retain clause four
but that we want you at the next
general election to show our
class the same loyalty and dedi-
cation that the Tories show to
their class. You should help im-
plement the kind of policies that
will create an equal society. One
where helplessness, unemploy-
ment and indignity will be con-
signed to the dustbin of history.

capitalist class.
Unlike the original,

the redraft has little to

do with socialism. The

‘new campaign Defend Clause

Four — Defend Socialism is right
to fight for unamended reten-
tion. This should also be the task
of left leaders in parliament and

the unions.

Defend clause four, imple-
ment clause four, fight for a so-
cialist alternative.

Hear Arthur
Scargill
speak on
Clause IV:

Manchester

Friday
Novi8

7.30 Mechanics
Institute

| Nottingham

| Friday
Nov 25

7.30pm
Congregational
Hall, Castiegate

Leeds

Wednesday
Dec / '

7.30 Civic HOIl
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‘Support grows for Right to Stri

conference

by Toby Stephens

BOTH the London and East’

- Anglian Regional Councils

of the Fire Brigades Union

‘will be sending large delega-
tions to the Fight For the

“Right To Strike Conference

- being held in Birmingham on
26 November.

John Ryan, a London Re-
gional Council member, reports
that Council other members
were queuing up to get details
‘when he raised the issue at a
recent meeting. |

Arthur Scargill writes in the
- current issue of Trade Union
News |

“I welcome the forthcoming
‘Right To Strike conference, and
--agree wholeheartedly with its
organisers on the need to fight

to remove all restrictions on

strike action, and to give soli-
- darity to those who challenge
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# to strike.

“Such a call is certainly in
line with resolutions on anti
trade union legislation which
year after year the NUM puts
forward at the TUC conference.

‘The NUM'’s position is very
clear. We call for defiance of
unjust laws which attack basic
rights and trade unionism it-
self”. |

Sponsors

The conference has attracted
a whole host of labour move-
ment sponsors including the Na-
tional Union of Journalists and
over thirty National Executive
members from the GPMU,
NCU, NUM, NUT, RMT and
UNISON and many more re-
gional and branch activists.

Moves are afoot for NAT-
FHE, the college lecturers un-
ion, to also affiliate nationally.
“It has been like pushing on an
open door” report the confer-
€nce organisers.

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK No.72, November 19 1994, Page 5
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“We seem to have hit on an
issue which seriously concerns
many trade unionists, but which
most trade unions nationally are
doing nothing about.” |

The organisers hope that the
conference will set up a repre-
sentative committee to cam-
paign to change the anti strike
laws, and to support strikers hit
by those laws 1.e. nearly all of

 them.

B Directions: From Bir-
mingham New Street sta-
tion take a 45 or 47 bus from

''''''''
................................
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.........
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Saturday 26 November

Stephenson Square.

~ Lions led by donkeys: Timex strikers faced the law and a right wing union bureaucracy

Protests stamp out

By a postal worker

THE TORY climb down over
Post Office privatisation has
not resolved many of the
problems that remain in the
industry. |

An early indication of the gov-
ernment’s intention will be the
money claimed back from the
Post Office by Clarke’s Novem-
ber Budget. This has risen from
£60 million to £213m in the las
three years. | |

Any reduction would indicate
a shift in government policy.
This is extremely unlikely given
- curren} attacks on the public
sector. This means the Post Of-
fice will remain on the political

- agenda.
The Post Office board now op-

erates more like a private firm
than a public sector company.
Each part of the Post Office is
now a separate “business” with
each aiming to achieve a profit.

Increasing levies imposed by

the Treasury have led to a con-

certed management attack on
the workforce, with the aim of
increasing profits.

The Union of Communication
Workers offers ‘greater com-
mercial freedom’ as the solution.
The strategy is based on the BBC
deal with Pearson, a multina-
tional media organisation.

For the Post Office it would
mean contracts with airlines,
and large mail users like credit
card companies, to deal with
butk mail for Europe and Amer-
ica. This option only offers away

forward for a business based on

profit.

‘Partnerships’

The strategy of greater com-
mercial freedom, championed
by soft-left Labour MP Peter
Hain, has been taken up by Tony
Biair. The tabour. Party now
looks for ‘partnerships’ between
the public sector and the private
sector. - |

Greater commercial freedom
in the public sector should be
rejected. The mass opposition to

- Heseltine’s PO sell-off

privatisation and Crown office

closure is because the Post Of-

fice is part of the public sector.

‘Commercial freedom’ would
press forward the rationalisation
that has already seen Post Office
Counters sell off 750 of the 1500
larger ‘Crown’ offices since
1988.

The UCW is now preparing
strike action to defend what re-
mains of the network. A ballot is

- being organised on a branch ba-

sis, making national action un-
likely. Instead the UCW plans a
series of rolling strikes with a
promise of one day a month for
each UCW member called on to
take strike action.

This token response will be
ignored by management. It also
makes solidarity action by other
postal workers more difficult as
was shown by the signal workers
strike. |

However the ballot is a step
forward, and a strong ‘yes’ vote
will put pressure on the UCW
leadership to call national strike

action.

SPEAKERS:

........................
.....................

e85 NATFHE
R | strikers

':‘::

........

e

---------------
I RO R A S
...............

*10am - 5 pm The Union Club
/23 Pershore Rd Birmingham

KEN CAMERON .. s.. rso
DOREEN CAMERON »... NATFHE

BOB CBOWE Ass ng Sec RMT
BILL WEDDERBURN s

Jointly organised by the Socialist Movement Trade Un-
fon Committee, Socialist Campa:}gn Group Supporters’
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.

Teachers learn

lessons and get
organised -

Roy Leach, Secretary

Oxfordshire NUT
(personal capacity)

OVER fifty NUT activists
representing twenty nine
associations and divisions
(branches) attended an
unofficial pay and
conditions conference
convenad by Oxfordshire

NUT on November 12.

Supported by soth left op-
positions within the NUT - the
STA and CDFU - the confer-
ence marks a significant de-
velopment in joint left work
bodes well for the future.

At present the Left is close
to commanding a stable ma-
jority at annual conference
and can win motions commit-
ting the Union to fighting poli-
cies on appraisal and
Performance Related Pay;
over-size classes; increases

‘in workload, and so on.

However, the right-wing
majority on the National Ex-
ecutive resolutely refuses to
implement conference deci-
sions.

What action there is is frag-
mented and isolated, defen-
sive in character and unable
to reverse the tide of Tory at-
tacks.

The Oxford conference,

recognised that it cannot sub- |

stitute itself for an absence of
national leadership, but
agreed on a few useful con-
crete tasks.

A co-ordinating committee
was elected to produce a na-

tional newsletter to publicise

campaigns and action.

The committee was also
charged with establishing a
regular series of ‘unofficial’
conferences and to organise a
lobby of the Union’s executive
to coincide with the publica-
tion of the School Teachers’
Review body report.

faced new
court
restrictions
on their
rights
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Iosnlan Ilberatlon

by Alan Thornett |

TWO and a half years after
the Serbian Blitzkrieg which

occupied 70% of Bosniaand - @ |
ravaged it with ethnic cleans-

ing the Bosnian army have
launched several successful

counterattacks.
Over the past two weeks

poorly armed but highly moti-
vated liberation forces have re-

taken hundreds of square

kilometres of territory.

They liberated 30 villages to

the north of Sarajevo and the

~ town of Bosanska Krupa in the
‘North West. They also retook
territory around the North West-
~ern enclave of Bihac and
mounted a joint offensive Bos-
- nian Croat forces to take the
‘strategic town of Kupres in cen-

tral Bosnia - their biggest mili-
tary success of the war.
Following decisions of the

Bosnian Serb leadership in Pale -

to declare a general mobilisation

and give Radovan Karadzic un-
limited powers to wage war

some of this territory has been
retaken by Bosnian Serb forces,
who despite the rift with
Milosovic, remain by far the best

~ armed and supplied.
At the same time the Bosnian

Army in Bihac has come under
heavy artillery and air attack
from the Serbs of the breakaway
Krijena region of Croatia.

The arms embargo remains

the biggest single problem for

the Bosnians. While this re-
mains in force, the gains they
make are in danger of being

rolled back by their heawly
armed opponents.
Nor are the Bosnian Serbs

hampered by the so-called

blockade which the Milosovic

- regime in Belgrade - imposed as

an attempt to get crippling sanc-
tions lifted.

They have been supplying the

Bosnian Serbs by the back door
and are now under renewed
pressure from the Bosnian of-
fensive to do so openly.

Ultimately they will not allow
the Bosnian Serbs defeated for
lack of arms and supplies.

The unilateral decision of the
Clinton administration to pull
out of policing the arms em-
bargo is a political victory for the
Bosnian government. It may
have the effect of increasing the
trickle of light arms which cur-

If they find arms bourld for the
Bosnian government they will

- not themselves impound then

but hand them over to other
forces which will then do so.
- There is more behind the US
decision than the gains of the
right in the recent elections. The
US administration has been in

. - favour of the lifting of the em-

~ Alan Thornett (centre left) in Spm with earlier aid wnvoy

| ‘rently get through although the

blockade wilt continue to be fully
enforced.

The US decision represents a
remarkable disintegration of
Western policy in ex-Yugosla-
via, which has been contradic-
tory and shaky at the best of
times.

Having lost the vote in the UN
Security Council for the lifting of
the embargo the US has now
taken a step which amountstoa

decision to defy a mandatory

resolution of the UN itself -
which requires the enforcement
of the embargo.

- in practical terms, however, it
will not mean so much - initially

at least. US ships will continue

to be a part of the embargo en-
forcement patrols and will stop
and search ships just the same.

bargo for more than a year.

Like other Western divisions
over Bosnia it reflects the differ- -

ent global interests of the gov-

~ emments involved.

Britain’s traditional links are

with Serbia, Germany’s with

Croatia. US strategic interests
centre on protecting their oil
supplies, and the Arab regimes
of the Guif. Their main base in

the region is Turkey. They can-

not afford to be seen to be aiding
the final defeat of a majority
Muslim government.

This collapse of policy brings
the so-called peace process,

~ which is in fact a process of the
partition of Bosnia, to a virtual

standstill. The Bosnian Serbs
are not going to negotiate out of
weakness and they are not in
any case going to settle for the
49% of Bosnian they have been
offered.

All the signs point to all-out
war as winter is about to arrive.
This winter could well be by far
the worst of the war.

The need for international
solidarity with the right of the
Bosnian people to determine
their own future and against eth-
nic cleansing and for a multi-
ethnic Bosnia will be greater

~ than ever.

Who is winning the
peace in Mozambique?

by Bala Kumar |

As the final votes are tallied

in Mozambique’s first
multi-party elections a per-
manent end to the civil war

remains elusive. -
Joaquim Chissano, the in-

- cumbent President and Frelimo
“candidate has a convincing lead

in the Presidential race with
60%. His main rival, Renamo
leader Afonso Dhlakama trails
with 26%. |

The National Assembly con-
test has been much closer with

- Frelimo gaining 50% and

Renamo 30%.
Western governments and

the U.N. have made it clear that -

regardless of the result, they
want a Government of National

Unity, with Dhlakama as Vice-

President. |
So far Frelimo has resisted

this scheme although Renamo
will be given a say in Cabinet
appointments.

Whenever Renamo has

dragged its feet on the peace

process, UNOMEZ (UN Op-
eration in Mozambique) has
virtually bribed it, drawing
from a “trust fund” of US $10
million set up during the 1992
Rome Peace accords. The U.N.
1s desperate for success after its

~ disastrous record in Angola and
- Somalia.

Blind eye

In two years it has spent al-
most US S1 billion and has
turned a blind eye to numerous
accord violations by Renamo.

Renamo’s strong perform-

ance is a rude shock to Frelimo
who believed that its brutal con-

duct in the war would not be

forgotten by the people.
Imtlally created by the white

racist minority regime in Rho-
desta (now Zimbabwe),
Renamo was from 1980 funded
and armed by the South African
Defence Forces in order to des-
tabilise Frelimo which sup-
ported the ANC and SWAPO.
Their campaign of terror in-

cludedmmdm‘ torture and mu-

tilation, destruction of food
crops and burning of entire vil-
lages. Schools and health chin-
ics were bombed.

That continued even after the

" Nkomati Accords of 1984. Fre-

limo closed down ANC basesin
Mozambique in return for un-
filled promises of an end to
South African assistance to

Renamo.
In spite of this, millions have

voted for this party. Thereisan

awareness of the background to
the resumption of war in An-

- gola. The belief was encour-
aged that if Renamo was not

given a sufficient stake in the
electoral system, it would re-
sume the war.

Many mistakes were made
by Frelimo in their counter -
terror campaigns including the
use of similar tactics to
Renamo. Its conversion from

an anti-colonial, anti-imperial-
ist movement into part of the

burecaucratic bourgeoisie has
~ also contributed to its unpopu-
lanity.

-~ Thas election scarcely made
a mention of the economic and
social issues which now pre-oc-
cupy most Mozambiquans.
The Frelimo government aban-
doned its rhetorical adherence
to “marxism-leninism” and is
implementing a structural ad-

justment programme under

World bank supervision.

~ There are no differences be-
tween Renamo and Frelimo on
economic policy, though

Sol.idarity
delivers the
goods
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LORRIES from seven coun-

tries arrived at the Interna-

tional Workers Aid staging
point in Makarska in Croa-
tia last month, to take part
inthe IWA solldanty con-

voy to Tuzla in solidarity
with a multl-ethnlc Bos-

nia.
The content of the convoy

. was as follows:

ITALY: a lorry with 4300 kg
of mixed food and a van with
600 kg of rice.

GERMANY: a lrnck wnth

5,000 kg of medicines as well |
as clothes shoes and educa-

tion material.

BELGIUM: a women’s lonry
to go direct to the Women’s
Association of Tuzia with
4,900 kg of hyeinic material
and clothing.

The regular IWA trucks had
9,000 kg of flour, 360 kg of
sugar, 20 kg of rice and 149
kg of oil.

AUSTRIA: campaign sent
1500 kg of hyenic material for
the womens convoy and a
mammography machine.

- DUTCH campaigns sent
9,000 of food and 20 bikes.

SWEDEN: 10,000 kg of
flour, 14 pallets with special
packets for women, two com-
puters, books for the univer-
sity and 1,500 kg of sweets
for the children.

Renamo has pressed for a slow-
down in the privatisation of
state enterprises!

Outside of the gains made in

literacy and health - care after

1974, largely eroded by the
civil war, Frelimo has never
taken the opportunity for a
qualitative brake with neo - co-
lomalism and the extension of
democratic rights and social
control over production by
workers and poor peasants.

The strikes that shook towns
and cities over August are a pre-
monition of the times ahead for
the new government.

‘Meanwhile as soldiers on
both sides are demobbed, many

may turn to banditry to support

themselves since neither jobs or
homes exist for them. Caches of
arms have been hidden across

the country, and there is always

employment in war.
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RAISING THE BANNER OF SOCIALISM: PART TWO

BY JOHN LISTER

[ _lhe British working class
stands surrounded by
the impact of twin bank-
ruptcies.

® Despite the claimed ‘miracles’

under 15 years of Thatcherite poli-
‘cies, an economically bankrupt
British capitalism is in crisis, once
more on the rampage against jobs,
wages and welfare rights.

® And the politically bankrupt
leaders of the labour movement,
having thrown in the towel and
accepted the capitalist market sys-
tem, have no answers or policies
for a fightback.

The crisis of British capitalism
arises from the global convulsions
of the market system, even as
capitalism struggles unsuccess-
fully — despite the compliance of
the old stalinist bureaucrats — to
recapture the lost markets and
cheap labour of the ex- USSR,
Eastern Europe and China.

The leading industrial powers
are realigning into three compet-
ing trade blocs — Europe, North
America and the Japanese- domi-
nated Pacific Rim.

This not only marginalises bil-
lions of workers and peasants in
the Third World and in countries

Europe’s wor
New tides of
struggle

s fiscal deficits grow
and the recession bites
eeper into the coun-
tries of western Europe, com-
pounded by high German
interest rates and deflationary
policies imposed by the Maas-
tricht process, unemployment

snowballs.

Countries like Britain, Italy and
Spain are faced with huge deficits
and catastrophic cuts in public

spending (the richer, more effi--

cient economies, dominated by
Germany haveg fared a little bet-
ter).

doomed by capitalism to remain
dependent and underdeveloped -
it also brings new misery to mil-

~lions of workers and youth in the

advanced countries, squeezed dry
and discarded by the drive for
profit and competitive advantage.

John Major’'s new offensive
against the welfare state is there-
fore no mere ideological whim, or
left-over from Thatcherism: it is a
central feature of post-Maastricht
Europe, also emerging in other
countries as the ‘free’ market
eventually compels all states to
match the meanest.

And while the British working

class — after 15 years of Thatcher-
ism and the defeatist politics of
new realism — has been more in-
timidated than its continental
cousins, the timidityand failure of
British social democracy is not an
exception but the rule in a world
where every mass workers’ party
(with the marginal exceptions of
Cuba and North Korea) has ca-
pitulated to the imperious de-
mands of the capitalist market
system. |

For British workers, the task is to
throw off the shackles of the dra-
conian Tory anti-union laws, and
unite in action to defend the wel-
fare state — by removing the hated,

ers hit back

The full brunt of market forces,

privatisation, rationalisation, de-

regulation, and new management
techniques, is being felt by the
working class.

But the situation is not all
gloomy. Even the British media
have reported the waves of unrest
and worker mobilisations sweep-
ing continental Europe.

French youth have mobilised in
militant and often violent demon-
strations in every major city, forc-
ing a humiliating climb- down by

‘the Balladur government over its

cheap labour policy. Mass strug-
gles have shown the fighting
strength of the working class in
many other European countries.
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internally divided Major govemn-
ment.

Labour’s failure even to cam-
paign for a general election spells
out the spineless servility of a
leadership unable to offer any
positive rallying point for the
working class, and reliant on the
short-sighted, self-defeating tactic
of attacking the Tories for increas-

ing taxes.

It is clear from this wretched dis-
play that even the election of a
Labour government will not in it-
self resolve any of the problems of

‘Italy has seen general strikes
against government economic
policies, while mass demonstra-
tions have protested against 11%
unemployment, a government
wage freeze and moves to cut It-
aly’s generous pension rights.

In Germany, too, there have
been repeated displays of grow-
ing militancy, embracing building
workers, miners, demonstrations
of the unemployed, steel workers
and engineering workers.

Belgium has witnessed the big-
gest mass workers’ demonstration

for many years, against the at-

tempt by the government to im-
pose a 'social pact’.

The Netherlands too has been
rocked by a huge demonstration
in Amsterdam, the biggest by

‘Dutch workers since the war.

Spanish workers have fought
back against austerity plans of the
Gonzalez government, with mili-
tant regional days of action and a

devastating one day general strike |

in January. The Spanish resistance

is one of the few that appears to
'} have.found any echo j
“échtlens of the' ﬁa&

}-the Upper, |

o sk -BOapdS:

the working class: it would simply
improve the chances of workers
themselves pursuing the fight, af-
ter seeing off the government of
the class enemy.

In this situation, in Britain as in
many other countries, the strate-
gic task for socialists is therefore
to find tactical ways of building
united front activity through
which a2 new, broader, socialist
current and tradition can be devel-
oped.

The work that we and our co-
thinkers do — in the unions, in the

LT

parties, widening the gulf be-
tween Gonzalez’s ‘modernising’
wing and the more traditional so-
cial democrats headed by his one-
time ally, Guerra.

The new militancy has not

forced the mass workers’ parties

to out of their torpor and years of

class collaboratlon In general
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Labour Party, among youth, stu-
dents, the black communities,

anti-racist and anti-fascist cam-

paigns, lesbians and gay men,
and broad campaigns to defend
the welfare state — must lead to-
wards this objective.

We must build support, popu-
larise the socialist programme,
take on the political fight of arm-
ing the working class to overturn
capitalism. We must raise the ban-
ner of socialism.

‘union and political leaders echo

the spineless performance of the
British Labour Party.

The left in France remains in
deep crisis, while the revamped
Italian Communist Party, which —
after years of failed efforts to se-
cure a ‘historic compromise’ deal

eral | with the. Christian, Democrats — 3
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Italian elections, failed to present
any credible alternative.

This failure of the left to take its
chances in Italy allowed the vic-
tory of right-wing populism in the
form of Berlusconi, and, even
more dangerous, the substantial
strengthening of the main party of
Italian Fascism, which was a com-
ponent of his right wing alliance.

Eyes right
n every country of Europe

racism and nationalism are
on the increase. Harassment

is an every day part of life for

Black peopile.

Governments — including sec-
tions of the former Stalinist bu-
reaucracy — have attempted to use
racism and nationalism both for
their own electoral advantage and
to head off the far- right.

In Germany restrictions on asy-
lum rights were supported by all
the major parties, including the
SPD. ‘Liberal’ Sweden has tight-
ened up on asylum rights.

In France four immigrants were
killed by the police within the first
week of the Balladur government
coming to office. -

In Britain we have seen the mass
detention and deportations of Ja-
maicans last Christmas, the open-
ing of Campsfield and other
detention centres to jail asylum
seekers, and the refusal of the
government to allow large num-

bers of Bosnian feﬁlgees into Brit-

ain.

Expulsions of Romany commu-
nities have taken place through-
out East Europe. In former
Yugoslavia we have witnessed
concentration camps and massa-
cres on a scale unprecedented
since the second world war.

Alongside official attacks on im-
migrant communities there has
been a sharp increase in physical
attacks, including murders. Fire-
bombings of immigrant houses
and hostels or of synagogues have
occurred in Germany.

In Britain racist murders have
taken place in several cities. Even
in countries such as Spain — with
little recent history of racist vio-

" abour since Kinnock has
been tied hand and foot
to the European Union.
For socialists, the fundamental
objection to the EU as a bosses’

alliance against the European and

“Her Majesty’ J

lence — there have been murders
of Romanies and immigrants.
Increased official racist meas-
ures have not meant a decline in
support for the far-right — with the
partial exception of France. Pan-
dering to the far-right has, on the
whole, led to a stepping up of

| their activities.

In Russia the ultra-nationalist
Zhirinovsky won 25 percent of the
vote. In Serbia, whilst Seselj and
other fascists saw a slight decline
in their electoral fortunes, extreme
Serbian nationalism remains the
dominant current.

And now in Italy we have seen
the election victory of the populist
Berlusconi, bringing fascists into
the government.

Whilst this situation gives cause
for concemn we should not be led
into drawing unnecessarily pessi-
mistic conclusion. Fascism is not
about to sweep across Europe.

Even in Italy, Berlusconi’s elec-
tion victory opened up new con-
flicts with his far-right electoral
partners, the federalist Northemn
Leagues and the (now dissolved)
fascist MSI.

The fascist vote — largely a prod-
uct of the social and political crisis
and decay of Italian capitalism —
far outweighs the MSI's actual
membership.

Moreover, the Italian workers’
movement remains far from deci-
sively defeated.

Of course even one fascist is too

many, and there are now gangs of

fascist thugs in every European

country. Clearly they need to be
combatted. But, for the moment,
they remain relatively small, even
in Germany, where the historic
tendency of fragmentation on the
far left app&irs matched by frag-
mentation of the ultra-right.

Nor is electoral support for the
far-right necessarily a clear vote
for fascism: on the whole it is a
vote for extreme nationalist solu-
tions. In Russia, whilst Zhiri-
novsky may be a fascist (and that
is by no means clear) the vast ma-
jority of his voters are not.

Two significant obstacles stand
in the way of fascist movements
coming to power in the foresee-

able future. Firstly, not a single
important section of the bourgeoi-
sie (including in Italy) or the
would be bourgeoisie of Eastern
Europe (including Milosevic) fa-
vours such a solution. Secondly,
the workers’ movement through-
out Europe, though on the defen-
sive, has not suffered crushjng
defeats.

However continued economic

crisis, coupled with the inability of

the traditional working class par-
ties to combat the bosses’ offen-
sive or resolve the crisis, in the
interests of the working class will
create conditions in which far-
right, including fascist, parties can
grow.

For the moment, however, the
biggest threat to Black peOple‘-
throughout Europe wﬂl be the

tightening of anti-immigration

'laws and the actions of racist state

institutions, particularly the po-

‘lice.

Sharp divisions

[T Jhe continuing pressures
of the market system
have forced a new polar-
isation across Europe, with the
emergence of new militancy

from sections of the working

class, but also strengthening
new reactionary forces on the

hard right.

A pattern appears to emerge, |

suggesting that the European

missing opposition

mternational working class retains
all its validity. |

The grim consequences of the
racist Schengen agreements and
the proposals to tighten restric-

tions on entry to Fortress Europe
are beginning to be seen.

While tactical advantage can on
occasion be gained by exploiting
the divisions between difterent
sections of the European bour-

geoisie (and, for example, de-

manding superior EU provisions
for health and safety or worker
representation), the goal must be
to break up this reactionary alli-
ance. We are against Europe of the
bosses, and for a Europe of the
workers.

Just as we reject the absurd refor-
mist delusion that socialism
within a particular country can be
achieved through parliament, so
we reject as even more absurd any
notion that the European Parlia-
ment could be transformed
through elections or the activity of

socialist MEPs into a Socialist

United States of Europe.

In this respect, Euro-reformism,
by diverting even further away
from any notion of class struggle
at home against your ‘own’ bour-

geoisie, is even more pernicious

workers’ movement as a whole,
though it has suffered damaging
setbacks and faces threats from
the right, has retained a fighting
capacity that has been lost by the

.British labour movement.
Fifteen years of Thatcherism }

have certainly taken their toll of
British working class militancy:
the imposition of draconian anti-
union laws — making even the re-
actionary restrictions on West
German unions look liberal in
comparison — has run far in ad-
vance of anything yet to hit other
west European workers.

Also significant in this regard is
the impact of the physical destruc-
tion of many of the British indus-
trial sectors which provided the

_unions with: their vanguard ﬁght- |
-ing forces .the docks, the mines, |
| the print, much of engineering.

The British experience ofters a
stark warning to the workers of
Europe: if they do not continte to
resist and develop a political re-
sponse to the post-Maastricht of-
fensive, they too could find their
fighting strength attacked and un-
dermined.

A divided bourgeoi-
sie

he leading European

bourgeoisies have at-

tempted to erect a
‘democratic’ facade — a Euro-
pean Parliament with powers to

in the workers’ movement than
the more traditional reformist
politics.

However the growing intercon-

nection of industry and the com- |

mon dangers and struggles of

workers in different EU countries |

underlines the importance of

building genuine international |

links at the base of the trade un-
ions, and of European-wide cam-

paigns.

Outflanking Tories

abour’s current policies

combination of outflanking the
Tories on social issues — such as

crime — while adapting any La-

bour commitments on spending
and economic policy to minimal
levels that avoid challenging or
disrupting the free- market sys-
tem.

Even Bryan Gould’s limited calls
for borrowing to finance infra-

structure projects and the creation

override national parliamentary
authority — to conceal the con-
centration of bureaucratic

power.

At the same time there have
been moves to assert centralised
control over economic and social
policy (Maastricht) and the ill-
fated attempt at monetary union.

These moves have triggered di-
visions in sections of the Euro-
pean bourgeoisie, and some
close-run referendum votes, but.
no crisis greater than the ongoing
and deep split in the British Tory
Party, torn as it is by British capi-
talism’s historic economic, mili-
tary and political links with the
USA and with the countries of the
former empire.

“Patriotism is transParently here, -
in Dr Johnsaon’s memorable:
phrase, the last refuge of the
scoundrel.

And since Major has no long-
term strategic alternative but to
ally the weakened British capital-
ism with the superior might of the
EU, any tactical ploy of posing as
hardline rejectionists could only
backfire on the Tories in the
longer term, and rapidly degener-
ate into an ignominious fudge fur-
ther discrediting the government
with its supporters as well as its
opponents.

of full employment were seen as

| dangerously radical.

Instead we have the wordy and
complex efforts to explain La-
bour’s hopes of attracting private
finance in to the NHS, transpost
and other public sector projects.

None of this is likely to enthuse
or attract working class voters —or
anyone else: its primary objective
is to avoid alienating sections of
the middle dass or the mass me-
dia, by creating the image of La-
bour as a safe pair of hands for the

'management of British capital-
as expounded by Tony | .
Blair's team, consist in a

For this reason unanswered
questions on the restoration of

trade union rights, the rescuing of

the NHS, education and the wel-
fare state, the lifting of racist re-
strictions on asylum and
immigration and other conten-
tious issues must be pressed to
the forefront now in the run-up to
the next General Election, in
readiness for the struggles which
must immediately follow.
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DO NOT call for a

Labour vote because

of any agreement

with Labour’s
wretched manifesto. We do not
expect to transform a Blair-led
Labour government into a so-

cialist ora workers’ government.

But we do call for a Labour vote
as a class vote against the Tories,
and we do work in the mass or-
ganisations of the working class
for socialist policies to be fought
for under a future Labour govern-
ment.

Despite Labour’s total political
bankruptcy, we campaign for the
return of a Labour government as
the best hope of opening up a
favourable situation for working
class action.

If the Tory government, the iron

fist of the employers’ offensive,

could be defeated and removed,
and a government at least pre-
tending to respond to workers’
demands were to be elected, the
doors would be opened to a new
tide of militant action and de-
mands, and a new strengthening

of workplace organisation as ac- -

tivists recovered confidence and
fighting capacity.

A transitional
he central thrust of the
1938 Transitional Pro-
gramme focuses on al-
most all the key issues still
confronting the working class
today.

@® Defence of living standards;

@ Development of serious class
struggle politics in the unions;

@ Challenging the bosses’ stock
excuse of ensuring ‘viability’ by
demands for an end to business
secrecy, and the opening of the
books and plans of the enterprise
to elected trade union commit-
tees;

@ Fighting for workers’ control
in the workplace, and in whole

industries,leading to the develop- -

ment of a workers’ plan for pro-

“duction;

@® Mobilising around the de-
mand for the nationalisation of
separate groups of capitalists, and
of banks and the finance houses;

® Defence of picket lines and of
working class neighbourhoods;

@ The fight against nnpenahsrn
and war;

® Developing local organisa-
tions of working class power to
challenge the centralised power
of the capitalist state;

@ Fighting for a genuine work-
ers’ government.

Recognising the need to combat
Blair’s right wing programme for
managing capitalism with a fight
for socialist policies, we need to
spell out what those policies will
be, and we need to step up the
fight for them in the unions and
Labour Party.

We need to make clear our
warning that while the election of
a Labour government will open
up new possibilities for struggle,
its actions as it seeks a new com-
promise with the market system
will represent attacks on the inde-

ighting socialist

inevitably |

We cannot expect any carbon
copy of the great surge of mass

| action which followed the re-elec-

tion of Harold Wilson when La-
bour last took office, twenty years
ago in 1974. |
The heavy defeats inflicted on
the shop floor organisation of the
working class and the virtual dis-
appearance of key industrial sec-

tors which had fought the Heath

government and remained in the
vanguard under Labour —dockers,
printworkers, miners and others —
mean that there is little in the way
of a shop stewards’ movement to
lead a new fight.

However the election of the Wil-
son government also encouraged
action from sections that had little
record of mass struggle: nurses
came to the fore, and rail workers
discovered a more militant side;
the Engineers’ union AUEW de-
cided to defy the Tory anti-union
law and force Labour to act swiftly
to avoid a national strike.

Other campaigns were pushed
up the agenda, but without suc-
cess: victimised Shrewsbury
building union pickets remained

in jail, surcharged Clay Cross

councillors found no reprieve, but
the fight was rekindled.

pendence of the unions and the
interests of the working class.

Historically, this is nothing new:
it is the track record of every La-
bour governmerff, each has re-
stricted itself to t1nker1ng with the
capitalist system.

Key demands from the first days
of such a government will be that
it stop and reverse the Tory attacks
on the workers movement and the
oppressed. |

This means demanding the re-
peal of the anti-union laws, and
of the racist Asylum and National-
ity Acts, a lifting of the public sec-
tor pay freeze, and replacement of

the brutal Social Fund loans

schemes with special needs pay-
ments. Pensions, state benefits
and student grants must be in-
creased to reverse Tory cuts.

All privatisation, market testing
and compulsory competitive ten-
dering measures must be halted.

‘Tory restrictions on local govem-

ment spending must be lifted,
along with Section 28 and other
restrictive legislation shackling
teachers to the bigoted values of
Back to Basics.

Labour must halt the Tory hospi-
tal closure programme, and inject
cash to restore services cut in the
NHS, schools and higher educa-
tion.

These policies in themselves go
far beyond the timid programme
on offer from Blair and co: without
massive pressure from the work-
ers’ movement it is unlikely that
any of them would be carried out.

But a more developed series of
demands must also be put for-
ward, which lead the most ad-
vanced workers to recognise the

- limitations and essentially capital-

ist, pro-imperialist character of the
Labour leadership, and the need
for an alternative.

B For a crash programme of
public works —housing, hospitals,

programme for todny

programme

-
......

When large numbers of workers
begin to take action on their own

- demands, this creates the best

conditions for learning political
lessons and discussing the way

forward and the kind of leader-

ship needed in the labour move-

. ment. The ‘armchair socialism’

that takes root in periods of rela-
tively low morale can be chal-
lenged by a determined agitation
around demands and issues
which raise the level of the fight.
In 1974 this was restricted by the
ultra-left, propagandist slogan

community care, schools, col-
leges, transport, infrastructure,
energy research, childcare, social
services— to create new and
worthwhile employment for 4-5
million jobless youth and aduits at
trade union rates of pay.

- M For a shorter working week

~without loss of pay!

I For a statutory minimum wage

to raise the income of the lowest

paid, enforced by trade urnon
monitoring in each area.

M Reject Maastricht, the racist
Schengen agreements, the EU

- Common Agricultural Policy and

EU subsidies to capitalist monop-
olies. |

B Close and scrap the lethal
THORP reprocessing plant: scrap

Trident and the British nuclear
‘weapons programme. Begin ur-

gent research into the safe dis-
posal of millions of tons of

“dangerous nuclear waste already

created.

M Troops out of Ireland and the
Malvinas. Britain out of NATO. Ex-
pel all US bases from Britain.

B Stop aircraft and arms sales to
the Indonesxan butcher regime:

politics of much of the far left; in

‘the 1990s a much greater danger

is the weakened forces of the left
and the continued dominance of
new realism and defeatism in the
labour movement.

While the 1974 far left focused
excessively on maximum de-
mands of immediate nationalisa-
tion and ‘socialist policies’, the
problem now is that after 15 years
of Tory onslaught, much of to-
day’s Labour and trade union left
would settle for almost anything

arm the freedom fighters of
FRETILIN.

In theory any or all of these poli-
cies could be implemented by a
reforming capitalist government
in Britain: but in practice each
conflicts with the interests of Brit-
ish imperialism, and will be reso-
lutely opposed in practice by
Labour in government.

* 'We must also look further ahead
at the situation which would con-

- front a2 new Labour government,

and the forces that will drive it into
conflict with the working class.
Like previous Labour govern-
ments, Blair would face an instant
flight of capital, unhindered .by

-any restriants since Thatcher’s de-

regulation. Sterling’s value would
plummet, bringing a rapid in-
crease of inflation as costs of im-
ported goods amd materials went
up.

‘The new government would
also face mass unemployment,
widespread poverty, a built-in
massive trade deficit, dwindling
North Sea oil supplies and a crum-
bling infrastructure of housing,
schools, sewers, hospitals and

transport. Almost ali the state-

from a Labour government that

was not outright Thatcherism.
The task now, as then, is to link
the day-to-day problems and
struggles of the working class
with the fight for socialist solu-
tions. It was to address precisely
this strategic problem that the
early Comintern, and later the
new Fourth International, turned
to the adoption of transitional
demands which contain this po-
tential dynamic of leading from
one phase of the struggle into a

| new, higher phase.

LT

owned industries have been pri-
vatised, on a scale well beyond
any reformist scheme for repur-
chasing the shares.

Underthese pressures the temp-
tation for new realists and old-
fashioned reformists will be to
scrap any progressive policies
and dig in to stabilise the capitalist

system — by imposing new wage
controls, and by offering conces-

‘sions and guarantees to bankers

and speculators at the expense of
the working class.

Only a radical socxahst pro-
gramme offers any real alterna-

tive. |
B To stem the flight of capital,

| traditional Labourite efforts at ex- |

change controls have proved im-
potent — and appear now to have
been discarded by new realism.
Instead we call forworkers’ con-
trol of the banking and financial
sector, with the opening of the
books to expose the huge hidden
deals and swindles, and show the
need for nationalisation of the
banks, insurance and finance
houses to control the sharks and

speculators.
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B Against soaring inflation,
workers’ wages and state benefits

“must be protected by a sliding

scale of indexed increases to
keep pace point by point with the
cost of living as monitored by
trade union committees.

M In place of continued redun-
‘dancies and closures in the name
of rationalisation, unions must
fight for work sharing on full
pay, dividing the work available
between the whole existing work-
force, under the control of elected
trade union committees.

B To generate the increased
wealth required to create millions
of new, socially useful jobs and
increase the living standards of
the lowest-paid, pensioners and
claimants requires an expansion
in production, putting the country
back to work. But since the capi-
talist market finds such expansion
unprofitable, preferring to divert
investment overseas or into
speculation, expansion calls for
the expropriation of key indus-
tries and socialist planning in
place of free market chaos. Brit-
ain’s coal mines must be renation-
alised and reopened, and other
national assets maximised.

B Privatised industries and pub-
lic utilities (gas, electricity, tele-
com, water, etc) must be
expropriated, to redirect their vast
surpluses and productive poten-
tial into a planned expansion
rather than the pockets of the rich.
Tobuild support for this bold step,
trade unions must fight for the
opening of the books to show the
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multi-billion rip-offs involved in
privatisation.

B The development of a work-
ers’ plan for production to cater
for unmet needs and create new
jobs must be seen as the way to
prove the need for a socialist,
planned economy. Included in
this plan should be research and
development into alternative
sources of environmentally
friendly energy to replace fossil
fuels and potentially deadly nu-
clear power plants. |

B Open up new trading links
with the developing and underde-
veloped countries of the Third
World, ending the old imperialist
relationship based on inequality
and exploitation.

B Repeal the massive new pow-
ers granted to the police by
Thatcher and Major. Against po-
lice racist and anti- union vio-
lence, demand the scrapping of

the police, and establishment of

community self-policing. Replace

the bosses’ courts with their arbi-
trary, reactionary judiciary with
elected, accountable figures and
institutions. |
These and many other policies
relating to the special needs of
women workers, black people
and ethnic minorities, lesbians
and gay men, people with dis-
abilities and the elderly, must be
fought for and popularised — not

as a long wooden list, but singly

or in appropriate combinations
where the opportunity offers —
through agitation and propa-
ganda at the base of the labour
movement and in wider-reaching
campaigns. They will be opposed
not only by Labour ministers, but
also by trade union bureaucrats
and those who shrink from revo-
lutionary conclusions to the Brit-
ish capitalist crisis.

Our task is to build a current for
socialism, a current in the unions,
the Labour Party, in community

.
' ) . Xd
s'sll Dl’os ‘ ) '.-
'
- . '

~ o e S )

L IR

and broader campaigns, embrac-
ing students and unemployed
youth, pensioners and claimants.
Insofar as the mass movement
runs into conflict with the capital-
ist aspirations of a Labour govem-
ment, we can gain a hearing and
win support for aspects of our pro-
gramme. In some instances we

will be able to tum specific de- |

mands from general propaganda
into concrete agitation, even
make them the central focus of
mass action. | |

At each stage, in sharp distinc-
tion to the Militant school of poli-
tics, we must emphasise that the
socialist revolution in Britain re-
quires not just maximum de-
mands on a Labour government,
but a working class mobilised in-
dependently, to fight for its own
demands against the employers
and the state.

Ouralternatives to Labour’s class
collaboration are alternatives for
the workers, to be fought for by
the workers. We offer the alterna-
tive of class struggle, consciously
carried through to the level of
mass action to expropriate the
monopolies and the banks, seize
the power, smash the existing ma-
chinery of the capitalist state, and

-establish workers’ power.

That is why our agitation for
these policies must be aimed not
only at the existing narrow circles
of the left in the labour movement,
but also into the wider rank and
file of the unions and as wide as
we can reach into the broader
ranks of the working class and the
oppressed.

B
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theory+practice

looks in-depth at key is-
sues of socialist analysis
and strategy.

Each issue examines a
subject of importance to
socialists in greater
depth and at greater
length than is possible
in Socialist Outlook .

l ®
B Back issues

lavailable

4 No Historic Compro-
mise with Imperialism.
5 Can Marxism Survive?
6 Revolution & Counter-
Revolution In Nicaragua.
7 Asian War on the
Horizon?
8 A World in Crisis
Send 50p each copy to
Socialist Outlook, PO
Box 1109, London, N4
2UU.

Half-price bundles
Many Socialist Outlook
readers will be inter-
ested in carrying
forward the discussions
reflected in theory+prac-
tice by taking copies to

- sell.
Bundles in multiples of
10 carry a 50 per cent

discount.
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Document of Brazilian Fourth Internationalists

elecwn setback
OMEL 1 OTOEPRO

FOLLOWING THEIR narrow defeat

In Brazil’s 1989 presidential elec-

tions the Workers’ Party (PT) be-
lieved that outright victory in 1994

resent a “qualitative leap forward
- for the Brazilian popular demo-
cratic movement” in their struggle
for central government.

But though the PT significantly
increased its initial vote, in com-
parison with 1989, it was not
enough to prevent defeat at the
first hurdle. In contrast, incoming

President, Fernando Henrique Car- '

doso, forged an alliance which suc-
ceeded where the PT did not.
~In the face of PT timidity Car-
doso was abie to present himself
as the more credible alternative to

the corruption and fraud which had

characterised the Collor’s admini-

stration, without for all that propos-

ing any changes In economic
“direction.

In excerpts from the document
below, the national committee of

the influential Socialist Democracy

tendency (which identifies with the
~positions of the Fourth Interna-
tional) of the PT opens the post-
election debate with a critical
examination of the Party’s mis-

takes and the necessity for these to

be corrected quickly.
The full text is available in the

November issue of /ntemnational
Viewpoint, the Fourth Interna-
tional’s English language review,
-avatlable from “Outlook Interna-
ticnal”, PO Box 1109, London N4
2UU, price £2.00.

THE BRAZILIAN people, and the
Brazilian left have suffered an impor-
tant defeat. The bourgeoisie are now

better placed than before to advance

their project of “development” for a
third of the population (and increas-

ing the exclusion of the other two

thirds); they want to make Brazil part
of the neo-liberal “normality” of pre-

sent-day capitalism.

- However, neo-liberal ad_]ustment is a
long and conflictual process. It will meet
with widespread social resistance. The
role of the PT in the organisation of this
resistance will be crucial to preventing
Brazil becormng aligned with the domi-
nant international economic, social and
political bosses.

Decisive test

These elections have been not just a
~ great battle but a decisive test for us. We
have ended them on the defensive, hav-

ing committed many mistakes. The PT

“turned out to be incapable of win-

was DOSSi‘b'Ie, and that _itWO-UId' rep- which would be shown by the
 .the 1deological battle, co-ordina-

- our work in municipal apparatuses

‘more cohesive and better organ-

ning central government on the
basis of Lula alone. It underesti-
mated the degree of resistance -

bourgeoisie. It also neglected as-
pects such as building the Party,

tion and encouragement of the so-
cial movements and the linking of

with the global political battle.
Given the structure of Brazilian
society and the existing conditions
of class struggle, we will only win
central government with a much

ised party, which has the support
of a larger, more active and more
politicised social movement.

We cannot minimise the defeat
by pointing to how many deputies
were elected... This is because the
potential fof” intervention in the
political battle which they repre-
sent can only be achieved by a
strengthening of the Party and the
social movements.

Central role of PDSB

- The most important factor in our de-

feat was the Brazilian Social-democratic

Party [PDSB - which despite its name is

not linked to a popular democratic move-
‘ment, and 1s situated half-way between

social-democracy and liberalism]. Led

- by Cardoso it built a solid conservative
alliance.

A resolution passed by the PT’s 8th
national meeting defined the PDSB as a

- party where neo-liberal ideology pre-
dominated, but which also included some
progressive sectors. The latter have

turned out to be marginal in importance.

Their party has undergone a qualitative
change, moving from the centre to the.
right to strengthen the leadership of the

Brazilian bourgeoisie.
Today the PDSB represents the mod-

“ern, dynamic and pro-active right, with
the most coherent anti-popular project

and the ability to take the initiative.
The PT must stand in clear opposition

to the new government if we are to gain
support for our programme. It will be an

even more dangerous adversary than the

previous government, due to its more

organic links with the bourgeoisie and its

greater legitimacy in the eyes of a party
‘which is larger and more influential than
that of Collor. From now on [the PDSB]

is to be regarded as a right-wing current
even more dangerous than the traditional

right.

' Mistakes made by PT

Throughout May and June the PT be-
lieved that the pohtlcal situation was
more favourable, when this was not the
case. The bourgeoisie were completely
occupied in forming an-alliance.
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“The PT was incapable of
putting forward a Lula
proposal for fighting
inflation at the most
favourable moment,and did
not recognise inflation as
one of the most important

|ssues of the campaign.”

- a change of opinion on the part of the

population when they received their sala-
ries for July (the month when the Real
was mtroduced) |

- This was the main point of confhct

between the left and right wings of the

party. It 1s completely untrue that, under
the leadership of the left, the PT would
have had only a narrow pohcy on alli-
ances! In these elections all possible al-
liances were made. Where alliances were
not made, this was because those with
whom 1t was proposed that we
~ should ally did not want an alli-

unacceptable conditions.

would abandon “our political
project and place ourselves in

ner to bourgeois hegemonic
currents.

The confusion in our rela-
tionship with the PDSB chal-
lenged the entire project of the
PT. Yesterday’s “ally”
transforming itself into today’s
enemy was a decisive factor in
disarming us. Cardoso was al-
ready the main proponent of
PDSB entry into the Collor gov-

Faca o titulo - wtePTaoslG

But in the PT a triumphalist atrnos-
phere prevailed. Speeches predicted a
first- round victory, and increased the

pressure for our campaign to be stretched
‘to the maximum at the earliest possible

moment. Much energy was wasted in
preparing for a future Lula government.

The campaign carried out by most of

the party was not within the framework

of the resolutions made at the 8th and 9th

national meetings - which were centred

~around structural reforms, the confronta-

tion between the different projects for
society and the proposal of a democratic
revolution 1n Brazilian society.

. Our campaign wavered between the
line agreed at the last two national meet--

ings and a (vain) attempt to present the
party as a party of the poor while also

- trying to engage the confidence (or at

least the neutrality) of the rich. This wa-
vering was decisive in demobilising mili-

‘tants.

Yet Cardoso also denounced the social
system — even the calamitous state of
public healthcare, which he himself
helped to create.

However we were incapable of putting

forward a Lula proposal for fighting in-
flation at the most favourable moment,
when he was ahead in the opinion polls
and the currency had not yet been

changed. We did not recognise inflation’
“as one of the most important issues of the

campal gI.

This underestimation was coupled_
- with differences and errors of analysis

concerning the short-term effect of the
introduction of the new currency. The

predominant vision foresaw a number of
- short-term problems for the Real, notably

that it would lead to recession and a seri-
ous loss of purchasing power.
Up until the end of July, and even mto

- the beginning of August, it counted upon

ernment and became Lula’s
chief adversary from the mo-
ment when he became Finance
Minister. He gained in strength
before our very eyes, yet the PT
did not combat this, continuing
to treat him as a privileged part-

ner. Affirming the necessity to broaden

our appeal amongst the middle class, by

moderating our proposals 1gn0res the

ﬁgures

Majority

We have lost because, once again, we -

have been incapable of addressing our-
selves in a meaningful way to the major-
ity of the electorate, the “shirtless ones”,
the unorganised popular mass which
brought Collor to power in 1989. It was
this majority of the excluded who, de-
ceived by the Real, allowed Cardoso to
be elected.

The electoral battle has revealed a di-

lution of the socialist perspective of the

party. Equally it has shown that the party

has only a fragmented and partial under-
standing of what is meant to be the cen-
trepiece of our programme: universal
citizenship for all. |

- The real majorities, women and black
people, and important minorities, such as
lesbians and gay men and youth, did not
appear in the project which we put for-

- ward for society. Finally, the concessions

made to conservative forces, such as the

Catholic Church and the armed forces,

revealed an ambiguous approach.
The relationship between the party
leadership and the deputies in the federal
parliament is an old problem which has
never been resolved. During the debate
over revision of the Constitution, the

leadership put forward the party line in

the face of opposition from the parlia-

mentary party.
This cost us a great deal of effort and

‘a long and devastating argument in the
. press. The impetuous declaration made

in the media by front-ranking deputles

at critical moments

ance with the PT, or alterna-
tively would have imposed

- There was also discussion of
the type of alliance where we

the position of subordinate part-

, rapidly

had a negative effect upon our campaJ gn
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Quay struggles the rise and
the dock workers

fall of

They knew why they
fought. Unofficial
Struggles and
Leadership on the
Docks 1945-1989, by
Bill Hunter

'Reviewed by Keith

Sinclair, Secretary
Hull Trades Council

RADIOQ Humberside has just
reported the “success” of
the DSS in catching work-

ers claiming the dole whilst

working on Hull Docks. This
is the reality of life in 1990s

dockland.
Hull’'s docks have returned

to the pre-war days - no job se-

curity, no union rights. The de-
tails may be different, but we
are back to a time when work-
ers scramble for the right to a
day’s work with low wages and
appalling conditions.

The struggle of Bntam s
dockers for decent wages and
conditions is a vital chapter in
the history of the British work-
ing class.

The early battles to establish
trade unionism on the docks
have been well documented.
Less well covered has been thg,
post-war fight to improve the
pay and conditions of dockers.

War
Bill Hunter’s book covers
the period from the end of the

- second world war to the defeat

of the 1989 strike against the

- abolition of the National Dock
Labour Scheme. He explains
how many dockers returned
from the second world war de-
termined to improve condi-
tions on the docks.

The National Dock L.abour
Scheme of 1947 led e im-
provements for dockers. How-
ever the Transport & General

A painful antidote

Taslima Nasrin’s novel
Lajja (Shame),
published by Penguin
Books, India, reviewed
by K. GOVINDAN

“| detest fundamentalism
and communalism,”
begins Taslima Nasrin in

the preface to this book.
The feeling is mutual, and

so this book is banned in
Bangladesh, and a coura-
geous woman has been
forced into exile in Sweden,
away from the mobs demand-
ing her death.

~ Lajja, or Shame, brought
Nasrin to notoriety because of
the rage she expresses at the

»
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Workers Union representatives
on the Dock Labour Boards
were remote from the rank and
file.

Of particular interest is Bill
Hunter’s account of the “prison
break” of Northern dockers to
join the National Amalgamated
Stevedores and Dockers Union
(NAS&D) in the 1950s. Thou-
sands of Northern dockers left
the TGWU to join the NAS&D.
Hunter outlines the build-up of
frustration of the dockers at
the TGWU'’s bureaucracy.

He explains clearly the anger
that was directed at full-time of-
ficials, who were seen to have
more in common with the em-

~ ployers than the workers who

they were supposed to repre-
sent. |
One interesting question
Hunter does not deal with are
the differences between the
Merseyside ports and Hull. On
Merseyside, the unofficial lead-
ers were clearly influenced by
Trotskyism, indeed the Birken-
head Port Workers Committee
voted to affiliate to the Fourth

International in 1951. The posi-
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Courageous: Taslima Nasrin

- persecution of the Hindu mi-
nority in Bangladesh, follow-

- ing the destruction of a
Muslim mosque in Ayodhya,

1955: Liverpool dockers travel to suppan London strike

tion in Hull differed in a key re-
spect, the role of organised
Trotskyists in 1954 was on a
much lesser scale.

The early seventies saw the

struggle against the Tory in-
dustrial Relations Act. it was a
time when union strength was
growing and the miners de-
feated the Tories in both 1972
and 1974. Dockers came into
conflict with the legislation
when they took action against
the threat of containerisation.

Pentonville Five

In 1972 the “Pentonville
Five”, dockers’ leaders, were
jailed. Seven dockers had origi-

nally been accused. It is indica-
~ tive of the times that, in
- clearing two of the dockers,

the court’s president stated
“We have not the slightest
doubt that both will be as
astonished, and perhaps a little
hurt, the hear that we cannot
be sure that either has broken
the Court’s orders”. Support
for the “Pentonville Five” was
tremendous. The pressure
from the ranks lead to the TUC

India by Hindu communalists
in December 1992.

In revenge for anti-Muslim
riots in India, Hindus in Paki-
stan and Bangladesh were at-
tacked and killed, temples,
homes and shops were
burned, and gang rapes com-
mitted.

‘The book reads at times
like a straight report on acts
of violerice that took place in
Bangladesh, and it is a histori-
cal record of those anguished
days.

However, through the expe-
riences of a fictional Hindu
family, the Duttas, it is also a
meditation on the post-colo-
nial history of Bangladesh.

Hindus participated in the
anti-colonial struggle, and
fought alongside Muslims to
liberate East Bengal from the -

general voting council to call a
cne day general strike.
Throughout the seventies
and early eighties, the dockers
were one of the best organised
and most militant sections of -
the working class. Dockers
stiowed solidarity to workers in
dispute both this country and
internationally. In Hull, for ex-
ample, they responded to calls
for international solidarity on

Chile, Spain and South Africa.

Solidarity
| remember, in 1977, receiv-
ing a letter from a dockworker
who was a member of the
Swedish section of the Fourth
International. It asked Hull

dockers to refuse to handlea
ship. Swedish dockers came

across to Hull, solidarity action

was delivered and the Swedish
dispute won.

In 1972, the national dock
strike continued after the re-
lease of the Pentonville Five
against the spread of container-
isation. The Jones-Aldington
report was the outcome. It was
a sell-out.

As Hull docker Terry Turner
wrote, at the time, | think the

~ Special Committee has not
 done enough and that Jack
~Jones should not have called

for a dock delegates’ confer-
ence until greater guarantees
about registered dockers’ fu-
tures had been given”.

The aftermath of the Jones-
Aldington saw the reduction in
the number of registered dock-
ers from 60,000 to around
9,000 by the late eighties.

During the miners’ strike of
1984-85, there was a very real
opportunity to opena second
front’.

Members of the lron & Steel
Trades Confederation (ISTC)
were used to unload iron ore
going to Ravenscraig. At Immi-
gration on Humberside con-
tract labour was used to |
unload iron ore for Scunthorpe
steelworks.

It was decided to call a na-

to fundamentalist

Pakistan army in 1971.

Yet the belief that secular-
ism and a multi-ethnic, multi-
religious nationalism would
nrevail and guarantee protec-
tion for the mosaic of minori-
ties across South Asia, has

evaporated. L

Transformed

To underline this point,
Nasrin shows the transforma-
tion of one of the main charac-
ters, Suranjan Dutta, who
from being an atheist and a

“member of the Communist

Party of Bangladesh, begins
to identify himself as a Hindu.

No one is spared from the
poison of communalism - not
the ruling party, nor leftist
groups; and not even Suran-
jan Dutta, who once de-
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tional docks strike from 9 July.
All 13,000 registered dockers

- came out, as did a significant

number of unregistered dock-
ers. The dockers were in a very
powerful position.

The involvement of ACAS,
however, led to an agreement.
Attempts to buiid a fighting
unity with the miners were
hampered. A victory on the
docks could have changed the
balance of forces in the min-
ers’ strike, ultimate defeat of
which made it so much harder
to fight in 1989 when the To-
ries came for the final abolition
of the National Dock Labour
Scheme.

On 7 April 1989, the Tories
published a Bill to abolish the
Dock labour Scheme. it was
met by unofficial action in a
number of ports. The rank and

- file leaders were preparing to

fight to defend the scheme.
However the union nation-
ally had made no serious
preparations for a fight. The
TGWU hesitated and the em-
ployers pressed their advan-

tage, threatening the union and

individuals with court action.
Abolished

~ Having failed to build on the
spontaneous action, the TGWU
re-balloted and got a three to
one majority, but the result
came after the scheme had
been abolished.

Tilbury stewards were
sacked, never to return to
work. Previously solid ports
crumbled. Hull and Southamp-
ton returned to work. The
strike was broken, and with it
the last remaining power of or-
ganised dock workers.

Bill Hunter’s book is an im-
portant contribution to record-
ing the history of dockers. It is
recommended to anyone want-
ing to understand the proc-
esses that have been at work in
Britain’s ports over the last half

century and how workers have
organised to fight the bosses.

poison

nounced talk of Hindus leav-
ing Bangladesh for India,
counted more Muslims than
Hindus as friends, and did
mass work for his party
among Muslims. |
As painful as this book is to
read, it must have been dou-
hly so to write. Lajjais a book
that speaks to the condition of
minorities everywhere, and is
an admission of the ‘collec-
tive defeat’ of those who
would defend their rights.
Nasrin, though, is far from
pessimistic. She pledges her-
self to uniting secularists and
humanists in the fight against
religious extremism and big-

- otry, and dedicates her hook

to ‘the people of the Indian

subcontinent’.

She has many ﬁiends and
allies in that good fight.
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Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein, directed
by Kenneth Branagh

By Aidan Day

Frankie goes
o Hollywood

Hollywood were looking out
- for another big money maker

Don’t mess. Do what your
told. The present order of
things is natural and
proper. This is the mes-

sage of Branagh’s latest.

It’s a dog’s dinner of a film.

While claiming to be true to to follow Bram Stoker’s

= SR Dracular this story must have
F Shelley’s original 1t manages :
i ey & & | seemed 1deal. But whereas

by a small number of plot , i
shifts to turn her intentions up- ~ COPPpola at least tried to ad- o
| side down, suck out the poli- dress current issues like AIDS ’
! tics and smother all the and sexuality, Branagh | '
radicalism in liberal cant. chooses to 1gnore the tremen-

When it came out in 1818 dous potential of the text to
‘the author dedicated the book “highlight the modern miss-

uses and abuses of technology

to her father William Godwin , : : .
the anarchist philosopher. in favour of a lightweight mo- g
Mary was also the daughter of rality tale. .

ptoneer feminist Mary Wollen-

.......
Ly
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scraft. Both were influenced
by the group known as the

English Jacobins. She grew up
in an atmosphere bathed in the

intellectual and political after-
math of the French revolution.
- The novel was a product of
its time. But you wouldn’t
know it from the film.
Branagh has managed to lose
everything that’s important,
and transform the work into a
piece of conservative liberal
individualism. As a rendering
of Shelley’s intentions the
film is a gross distortion.
When the company men of

LAt
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........
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.......
................

the character of Frankenstein

— played by Branagh. He is
obsessionally concerned with
his creation. But once brought
to life, the scientist wants noth-
ing to do with it.

In the original this is a key
theme — new life needs nur-
turing and tenderness. In line
with Godwin’s political
thought, Mary Shelley empha-

- sised the dire results of aban-

donment and mistreatment in
contrast to the huge potential
for love and fellowship that
lies within people.

Branagh’s approach is dif-
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ferent. He uses the tale to
show how foolhardy are those
who try to change the world.
Although sympathetic, the
lead character is demonstrated
to be totally misguided in his
desire to mess with the unalter-
able laws of nature. This 1s
hammered home in the —
completely altered — final
scene. |

It 1s the belief in “a vision”
that 1s his undoing. Presum-
ably we should conclude that
such things are to be rejected
— belief in nothing is prefer-
able. Instead of action we
should emphasise responsibil-
ity. This reflects a strong trend
in the British intelligentsia
away from radicalism towards
passivity in the face of reac-
tion — Tony Blair is one of its
many spokespersons!

Mary Shelley wanted to de-
scribe the impact of a technol-
ogy that runs out of control
and the truth of Godwin’s be-
lief in the capacity for happi-
ness that lies in collective
responsibility. |

Branagh ignores all this.
The problem for him lies not
in the terrible treatment and
condittons but in the very fact
of creation.

just in case we missed it the

-

Hard at work producing a real horror: Branagh as Frankenstein

first time the early “birthing”
scene is repeated again at the
end of the film with a new
creation. This gives the direc-
tor a second opportunity to
run around the studio bare-
chested pulling on chains and
jumping off giant steaming
copper containers. The glisten-
ing perspiration shows off
how well defined his stomach
muscles are — astde from this
the ten minutes is of little
value. Indeed the plotting
throughout is very poor.

The whole film 1s shot in a
rather irntating music video
style. The camera never stops
moving, and whenever possi-
ble it revolves madly around
its subject. The cuts are short,
abrupt and a little frantic.

This 1s a useful technique
for increasing the dramatic
pace of a movie, but becomes
extremely tiresome when st s-
tained for an hour and a hali.
Continuity is sacrificed in fa-
vour of movement for its own
sake.

Trying to get Frankenstein
to compete with Hollywood
blockbuster thrillers 1s a mis-
take — the product looks a bit
too much like the Duran
Duran wild boys video.

All the disquieting depths

COVaRd
L

of the novel disappear. Not
even De Niro’s efforts can res-
cue it. |

It was inevitable that the

best boy Branagh would be up-

staged by his antagonist; and-
so too that this reviewer would
pay due homage to De Niro’s
proficiency. He achieves admi-
rably that most difficult bal-
ance between sympathy and
terror.

Even when his character is
out of his head with blood lust
and revenge, visiting violence
on all around, there 1s appeal

in his expression. As in Taxi

Driver and Cape Fear the mis-
treated outcast holds motives
that are noble and — to an ex-
tent — attractive. It 1s to the
detriment of the film that

‘Branagh does not give some

of the wonderful soliloquies of
the book to De Niro. They
would have improved the
rather obvious Americanised
dialogue no end.

This film must go down as
a missed opportunity. It 1s not
often non-Hollywood direc-
tors get whopping great budg-
ets to make films — Branagh
has wasted his. A novel of sub-
stance and significance has
been rendered as glitzy froth. -
A shame.

SMIINTH
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By the Editorial Board

MILITANT last week carried a full

page article by Phil Hearse, pre-
viously editor of Socialist Outlook,

and Cathy Kirkham, previously a
long time supporter of Socialist Out-

look, announcing their sudden deci-

sion to join Militant Labour.
In making this abrupt exit they are

abandoning the principled politics they
have defended for over two decades,

turning their backs on the Fourth Interna- = |

tional, and collapsing into the politics of
Militant. They have pushed serious po-
litical questions under the carpet, adopt-
ing an attitude which can best be
summarised as ‘never mind the politics,
feel the width’.

They insist that the future of the far left
in Britain will be decided between the
two organisations currently the largest,
the Militant and the SWP, and claim that
it is therefore necessary to be in one or
other of them.

‘This same superficial argument in the
early 1970s would have led them to
choose between joining the SWP and
Gerry Healy’s WRP. In other words, the

same logic applied then would have led

not only to no International Marxist
Group, but to no Militant, either!

Hearse and Kirkham say they reject

the SWP because it is “a large propa-
ganda sect’”’, based on ‘“habitual sectari-
anism and narrow minded factionalism”

and with an “authoritarianeinternal re-
gime”. | -

Explusions
But Militant Labour, they have been

assured — (by Militant!) — is different
from this, It has, 'they tell us, a ‘demo-
cratic’ mternal regime, an ‘open’ debate,

and the ability to contain differences.

- They have clearly not spoken to anyone

recently expelled from the organisation!
~ They admit they do not have 100 per-

cent agreement with Militant, and say

that Ireland and the national question in
ex-Yugoslavia are examples of differ-
ence. | o |

But these are not incidental questions.
Ireland 1s a central factor in the British
revolution itself. Militant’s historic ac-
commodation to British imperialism on
Ireland is one of the scandals of the Brit-
ish left.

Ted Grant expelled Mmtanr edlter he may be gone but the pomtcs Imger on

Nor is the national question in Yugo-

slavia a minor point. It is one of the
central questions of European politics,
which has already left 200,000 people
dead, 3 million refugees, and 70 percent
of Bosnia occupied by Serbian forces.
Yet here, reflecting a campist position on

~ the break up of Stalinism, Militant ac-
‘commodates to greater Serbian national-

ism. . - |
But 1t is inconceivable, even given

their willingness to downplay pro-
gramme and ideology, that these are the

- only serious differences that Hearse and
- Kirkham have with Militant.

On the surface Militant Labour ap-

pears very different from the old Militant

tendency before the split which led to the

expulsion of Ted Grant, Alan Woods and -
others - and the organisation’s exit from

the Labour Party. But it is not clear that
all the changes are for the better.

Nor, despite these changes in tactics,
1s it clear that there has been any funda-
mental change — or any change at all —in
Militant’s political programme.

Is Militant Labour saying, for exam-

ple, that its previous position of insisting

that there could be a parhamentary road

to socialism in Britain is now wrong?

Under that fanciful scenario, we were
told for many years by Militant that a

Bob Smith Fund passes £6,000

Marxist dominated left-Labour govern-
ment would use its parliamentary major-
ity, through an ‘Enabling Act’, t
expropriate the bourgeoisie.

If Militant Labour has now rejected

that line, then this is real progress, but we
have yet to see any evidence of it.

Will Militant Labour now drop its con-

ception of the police and the army as
merely workers in uniform, and adopta
Leninist understanding of the role of the
capltahst state?
- Will it develop a revolutlonary pro-
gramme based on the development of
dual power, the fight for a workers’ gov-
ernment, and the revolutionary over-
throw of the state?

; Prograﬂmme

Other programmatic issues are also at

stake. Militant does not share the Fourth
International’s understanding of pluralist
socialist democracy, of the unity of the
sectors of the world revolution, or of the

self-organisation of the oppressed. |
Although they have improved their

positions on women’s and black oppres-
ston from their previously awful econo-
mism and workerism, they still have
some way to go.

Militant has a fundamental difference
over the key tactic of the united front.

- a u % 8 3%

By 'Duncan

Chapple

OVER SIX THOUSAND

pounds has now been do-

nated to the Bob Smith Me-

morial Fund.

Friends and comrades of
Bob, a Birmingham supporter
of Socialist Outlook who died
in April, set themselves the
goal of raising £7,000 to help
produce a memorial volume
on the fight against racism
and fasciem and to gain new
facilities for Socialist Cutiook.

The Fund will close next
week. Already the Fund has
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prowded a new central heat-
Ing system, improved the se-
curity of our building and
bought a new A3 laser-printer
which will eliminate the time
spent pasting-up Socialist
Outlook and Liberation!.

This is the final issue of
Socialist Outlook to be pro-
duced using the oid technol-
ogy.

Supporters of Socialist
Outlook are going all out to
make up the remaining thou-
sand pounds of the fund
drive, much of which has ai-
ready been piedged.

The final thousand will se-
cure the publication of the
memorial volume in Jdanuary

“and to allow us to refurbish

meeting rooms and offices in
the Socialist Outlook building

during the December publica-

tion break.
~This has been the most
successful Socialist Outlook

fund drive.
Our first-ever banquet was
heid at the Socialist Outlook

conference on 22 October

raising hundreds of pounds
for the fund and adding to the
comradely and professional
air at the conference. Mem-
bers of the Fourth interna-
tional in continental Europe
and North America sent in do-
nations.

Most readers’ groups are.

close to meetmg their targets,
while comrades in Bob’s
home town of Birmingham
have sent in 214 per cent of
their target!

Socialist Outlook readers
are asked to contribute to the
fund drive. |

£100 could provide new

They fail to see the real dynamics of
the construction of a revolutionary inter-
national based on real 1ntemat10na1 expe-
rience.

It is impossible to build a real interna-
tional (particularly for Militant which is

a very British organisation) on the basis

of transplanting one set of national expe-
riences and tactics onto every national

situation.

The strength of the Fourth Intema- |

tional is that it has built a programme
based on the needs of the working class,

not their reactionary prejudices.

Of course we think numbers are im-

portant, internationally and in Britain. In

~ fact we think it is very important (though
- itshould be remembered that the Militant -

have suffered the biggest relative decline
of any of the far left orgamsanons in
Britain).

But numbers are not everything.

‘Trotsky taught us that principled poli-

tics are important as well; and we have
seen that without that foundation stone,

organisations far larger and more influ-
“ential than Militant (the POUM in Spain

in the 1930s) have played a seriously

disortenting and damaging role in the

class struggle.
We think these comrades have made a

big political mistake.

software to allow us to make Edds

more striking and colourful
front covers. £50 will print an
edition of Liberation!. £5 will
secure your pre-publication
copy of the memorial volume.
@ Send cheques and
nostal orders, payabie to
‘Bob Smith Memorial
Fund’, to PO Box 1109,

London N4 2UU.
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UNISON officials

queue to get out

By Tim Wilson

MORE than a third of the
1,700 officials and adminis-
trative staff employed by pub-

lic sector union UNISON have
reportedly applied for volun-

tary redundancy, while the

~ union remains wracked by fi-

nancial crisis and organisa-

tional incompetence.

Over 600 have applied to leave

on enhanced redundancy terms

available only to the end of the
year. The union, which is project-

inga £20m defucn next year and
“is slashing its departments’

budgets by 25%, was looking for
400to go, atan est|mated cost of

- £10 million.

Whole departments have
opted almost en bloc to take the
money and run, while large num-
bers of demoralised regional of-
ficials and secretarial staff are
also queuing to leave rather than
risk compuisory redundancy on
minimal terms next year.

The financial crisis is cruelly

*exposing the complete organisa-

tional fiasco of the merger of the
three component unions COHSE,
NALGO and NUPE in 1993.
While each Region has been
saddled with surplus ‘associate’
Regional Secretaries, and there

-are platoons of national officials,

the most basic bureaucratic ar-

- rangement of all-is still missing:

there will be no centralised finan-

. clal administration until 1996

i
: "

The present finances are a to-

tal shambles. Nobody knows

how much money is actually
coming in. A visitor to one of the
union’s four head offices found

~unbanked cheques in a drawer

totalling several million pounds,

while employers have been com-

plaining that large cheques for
subs deducted at source have
not been paidin.

At local level the confusion

“over structures and much poorer

representation for many mem-

‘bers has run alongside sharp in-

creases in subs for former

COHSE and NUPE members, and

exacerbated a culture clash with

~ ex-NALGO that is most sharply

felt in local government.
Though a current of rebellion

and possible splits has been

fanned by small unofficial net-

- works of ex-NUPE activists, the

rumours of a pending breakaway
led by Rodney Bickerstaffe are
wide of the mark There is no
easy escape. |

There is no obvious way the

merged assets of the union could -

now be disentangled, leaving any
splitters with the limited choice
of merging with yet another
large, bureaucratic union, such

as the GMB or TGWU.

For the left in UNISON, the
only way forward is to reach out,

~ form links across all three
merged unions, and fight tooth

and nail for an accountable

structure that will end the cata-

strophic blunders ofthe top-level
bureaucracy
L2

ere

" FOLLOWING an unofficial

strike in July 1993 the Liv-
erpool branch of UNISON
has heen prevented by the
General Secretary and the
NEC from holding its an-

nual general meeting.
Without branch meetings
or AGMs, the branch has
been unable to defend its
6000 members in the face of

-~ amassive £35m cuts package

by Liverpool council, or allow
them a voice in the running of
the union. Even though nine
of the most senior officers of
the branch have nowre-
signed, no meeting to replace
them can be convened.

The strike, in the Fairfield
Day Centre, was against ra-

cism. But the four stewards
involved were subsequently
accused by branch secre-
tary Judy Cotton of sexism
and intimidation, and were
charged accordingly.

National officers are try-
ing to proceed with discipli-
nary hearings against the
four stewards.

After walking out of the
first hearing because the

- union was refusing to dis-

close the evidence against
them, the stewards won a
High Court injunction against
continuing the hearing, on
the grounds of breaches of

- natural justice and of the un-

ion’s own rules! |
Whether UNISON will chal-
lenge the injunction, or drop

4 o« - - - - . W - = - “«

the disciplinary action is still
unclear.

B More details from Unity
“in Liverpool, ¢/o UNISON 0f-
fice, Foster House, Ganning
Place, Liverpool L1.
051-225-4552.

I
For a fighting, democratic UNISON

"UNISON, 1s Britain’s latgest

union, with members

throughout most of the pub-

lic sector, and must play a
role in building the fightback
for the welfare state and
against job losses and priva-

tisation.
However since the merger of

COHSE, NALGO and NUPE

last year, full-time officials
have effectively had a free hand
to do as they please — and true
to form they have failed to lead

or organise against any attacks,

cutbacks or job losses, and ac-
cepted pay deals without refer-
ence to the membership.

The only activity taken up

with any enthusiasm by the na-

tional leadership is witch-hunt-

ing left activists and branches
that take action, like Sefton and
Liverpool.

In fighting back, organisa-
tion in branches and regions 1s
vital, but if the left is to have a
national impact, national organ-
isation is also needed.

- That’s why several regional
left caucuses are calling for a

national conference under the

umbrella name of Campaign for

~ a Fighting, Democratic UNI-
'SON. The title might not be

~ catchy, but it spells out the tasks

- ahead. .
If the left in UNISON is to

survive it must be democratic

and accessible to working class,
women and black militants.

The best chance for this at
present is the CFDU. All seri-
ous UNISON activists should
lend their support and help build
its December 3 conference.

CFDU Conference

Sat. December 3|

10am-4pm

- Swathmore Centre

4 _}WoOdlonds Square

LEEDS 3

Details Glen Kelly,
081-464-3333

and

Facing mass unemployment,'- ram-

pant employers equipped with sav-
age anti-union laws, and a war on

“hard-won education, health and

welfare services, the working
class in Britain faces a real crisis
— an avoidable crisis created by
the historic failure of its official

leadership.

Socialist Outlook exists to fight for a
new type of working class leadership,
based on the politics of class struggle
and revolutlonary socuahsm to tackle
this crisis.

The capitalist class, dnven and pOlItl-
cally united by its own crisis, its require-
ment to maximise profits at the expense
of the workers, has been given deter-
mined, vanguard leadership by a brutal
class-war Tory high command.

The Tory strategy has been to shackie

| the unions with legislation, and to frag-

ment and weaken the resistance of the
working class and oppressed, allowing
them to pick off isolated sections one at
a time, using the full powers of the state.

In response, most TUC and Labour
leaders have embraced the defeatist poli-
tics of ‘new realism’, effectively pro-
claiming total surrender on every front,
while ditching any pretence that they of-
fer a socialist alternative. Every retreat
and concession they have made to the
employers and the government has sim-
ply fuelled and encouraged the offensive
against jobs, wages, conditions and un-

jon rights.

New realismis the Iatest form taken by
the politics of reformism, seeking no
more than improved conditions within
the framework of capitalist rule.

Socialist Outlook rejects reformism,
not because we are against fighting for
reforms, but because we know that the
needs of .the working class — for full
employment, decent living standards, a
clean environment, peace and democ-
racy - can never be achieved under capi-
talism.

Nor, as we argued long before the

collapse of Stalinism, could these de-

mands ever be achieved under the bu-
reaucratically deformed workers states

and degenerated USSR, whose regimes

survived only by repressing their own
working class.

We are a marxistcurrent, based noton
the brutish totalitarian parodies of state
marxism, nor on the tame, toothless ver-
sion of ‘marxism’ beloved by armchair
academics, but the revolutionary tradi-
tion of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

Our socialist alternative is not based

on parliamentary elections or illusions of

peaceful legislative change. We fight to
mobilise and unleash the power of the
working class — the overwhelming ma-
jority of society — to topple the corrupt
and reactionary rule of capital and estab-
lish its own class rule.

We struggle against fragmentation by
building solidarity, working to link and
unite the various struggles of workers,
the unemployed, of women, of pension-

ers, of the black communities and ethnic

" minorities, of lesbians and gay men, of

students, of youth —and of those fighting
imperialism in freland and throughout
the world. Socialist Outlook is above all
an internationalist current, in solidarity
with the Trotskyist Fourth International,
which organises co-thinkers in 40 coun-

tries world-w:de

Sectaﬂamsm

Unlike some other groupings on the
British left, we do not believe a mass
revolutionary party can be built simply by
proclaiming ourselves to be one. Too
often this degenerates into sectarian pos-
turing and abstention from the actual
struggle taking shape within the labour
movement, playing mto the hands of the
right wing.

Nor do we believe that the demands of
women, black people, lesbians and gays
or the national demands of people in
Scotland and Wales should be left to
await the outcome of a socialist revolu-
tion. The oppressed must organise them-
selves and fight now around their own

demands whicharea part of the struggle
for socialism. |

But propaganda alone, however good,
will not bring socialism. The fight for

policies which can mobilise and politi-
cally educate workers in struggle, must

be taken into the unions, the Labour

| Party and every campaign and struggle
in which workers and the oppressed flght |

for their rights.
To strengthen this fight we press for
united front campaigns on key issues

- such as fighting racism and fascism - in

which various left currents can work to-
gether for common objectives while re-
maining free to debate their differences.

if you agree with what you see in
Socialist Outlook, and want to join
with us in the struggle for social-
ism, readers’ groups meet in
towns across the country. Contact
us now, get organised, and get ac-
tive!
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While British arms fuel Timor slaughter
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Students occupy part of the US embassy in Indonesia, as f;rass struggler ainst Su dit;rship

ARMED guerrilla fighters
from the FRETILIN liberation
front are out on the streets of
Indonesian cities after thou-
sands of youth and students
clashed with troops in Dili,
capital of occupied East Ti-
mor, and students occupied
the US embassy in the Indone-
sian capital Jakarta.

Four demonstrators were
killed by troops in Dili, but the
defiance grew as rioting spread to
other cities Indonesian flags were

torn down and replaced by
FRETILIN flags in towns includ-

e e—

ing Baucau.
30 East Timorese students, lit-
erally risking life and limb, are
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still occupying the grounds of the |

- US embassy in Jakarta, as we go

to press.

The occupying students are de-
manding the release of the leader
of the East Timorese resistance,
Xanana Gusmao, and an end to
Indonesia’s 20-year occupation
of East Timor.

Outside the embassy com-
pound, hundreds of Indonesian
students and workers demon-
strated in support of the East Ti-
morese inside.
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In Dili, a huge demonstration
took place. Thousands of youth
unfurled banners calling for inde-
pendence, and clashed with Indo-
nesian military and police in hand
to hand fighting on the streets of
the capital.

The hotel containing the
world’s press, who are there be-
cause of the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Co-operation conference
now being held in Jakarta, was
surrounded by the crowd, ensur-
ing the that media could have no
doubts about the nature of the In-
donesian occupation of their
country.
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Dili has now been sealed oft by
Indonesian security forces.

Meanwhile in North America,
throughout Europe, Australasia,
and in Britain, the November 12

Day of Action marked a signifi-

cant increase in international soli-

darity with the resistance in East

Timor and the mass democratic
movements rapidly developing to
challenge Suharto’s military dic-
tatorship in Jakarta.

At the Indonesian embassy in

Grosvenor Square, central Lon-
don, hundreds gathered to sup-

- port the international action.

At British Aerospace plants in
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Defend the
Weltare Statel
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Warton, Lancashire and
Stevenage in Hertfordshire, over
100 protesters, mostly youth,
trespassed onto the grounds to

draw attention to the intended
sale of Hawk ground attack

"~ planes to Indonesia. o

Across Britain there were over

40 street events drawing the pub-
lic attention to dictatorship in
Jakarta and its genocide in East
Timor. |

~ In the first week of November
Sukmaji Indro Thayhono, a lead-
ing human rights campaigner, on
the British leg of a European tour
organised by the European Net-
work Against The Arms Trade,
explained that the Suharto regime
used the weaponry supplied to it
by Britain to terrorise the popula-
tion into submission. |

He also explained that the re-
gime was becoming more desper-

-ate in the face of the emergence

of an independent mass trade un- -

ion movement, the SPSI, and a

rapidly advancing democratic

movement.

- A crackdown, including the
banning of the SPSI and the clos-
ing down of critical sections of
the free press is already in force -
further repression is planned.

Only last week, Muchtar Pak
Palian, a leading trade unionist
was jailed for three years on
trumped-up charges linked to the
mass strike wave of May this
year.

The situation could not be
clearer - British arms manufactur-
ers and John Major’s government
are helping supply the Indone-
sian ruling class with the tools to
do the job. .

The relationship between the

British ruling class and their In-
donesian allies has never been
closer. A massive £6 billion arms
deal is on the cards, which
matches the growing amount of
British capital and ‘aid’ flowing
into Indonesia.

The British left, with honour-
able exceptions, has been pain-
fully silent on Indonesia and East
Timor. It is now time to build the
mass united front campaign on
this 1ssue.

All labour movement, student

and other internationalist organi-
sations should follow UNISON

and the FBU and sponsor the coa-
lition “Stop The Hawks — No
Arms to Indonesia”.

B AN ACTION PACK is avail-
able from the coalition for
the price of £1 - all cheques

. payable to Stop the Hawks.

Write to Stop the Hawks c/o
NPC, 88 Islington High
Street, London N1 8EG.
Call 071-281-0297 for de-
tails.
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