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Reagan -and Thatcher are murder-
ers. The bombings of Tripoli and
Benghazi are acts of cold blooded
murder, Terrorist murder.

Libya is a small, weak country
and that’s why the US and their
British allies think it can safely
be kicked about. The attack on

Libya is such a flagrant violation .

of Libya’s rights that even some of
the representatives of the British
and American ruling class have con-
demned it as a gross violation of
international law. Even former CIA
bosses have publicly accused
Reagan of senselessly “Rambo-ing”
it in the Mediterranean just to
please his supporters back home.
And whatever Gaddafy may
have done, the idea that the entire
Libyan people — the people living
in the centres of Libya’s cities — are
to be held responsible and blitzed is
-an outrageous example of the

thinking and the psychology typic- -

al of that indiscriminate terrorism
Reagan and Thatcher spend so
much of their time condemning.
Except that it’s on a vastly larger
scale,

Indiscriminate

Any acts of indiscriminate terror
— at airports, discotheques, or
wherever — should be condemned
by socialists. But however wrong,
twisted, distorted and confused
may be the thinking behind Pales-
tinian terrorism, there is neverthe-
less a reason behind those actions.
Frustrated by the failure of peace-
ful protest and embittered by the
machinations of international di-
plomacy, — including that of the
Arab states — Palestinians tumn
in despair to terroristic adventares
as a means of protest. These
methods are wrong in principle, and
anyway they will not work. But
tev will surely continue to be
employed by the despairing and the
dispossessed until their wrongs are

put right. Justice for the Palestin- .

ians, and justice for all the oppres-
sed, is the only solution to inter-
national terrorism. Reagan’s attack
on Libya is certain to lead to an
increase in terrorist activity — add-
ing a new dimension of self-right-
eous anger to the outlook of both
Palestine nationalists and Islamic
fundamentalists alike.

The cost of bombing Libyan

aniser

{Claimants and strikers 15p)

PARTNERS
IN TERROR

cities could prove to be very
great. The bombing of Libya threat-
ens to heat up the international
situation. Petty “gunboat diplo-
macy” like this could set off ‘a
train of events that leads to nuclear
war between the superpowers. The
USSR has remained cautious up to
now. But it is unlikely that they
would stand idly by if the US were
to launch full-scale war against
Libya, which is one of their last
remaining allies — albeit a maverick
one — in the Middle East.

The fact is that Pentagon policy
in _the Middle East has long rested
on the possibility of using nuclear
weapons — even against non-
nuclear powers.

Reagan once said that he could
see ‘where you could have an
exchange - of tactical nuclear wea-
pons without bringing either one of
the major powers to pushing the
button’.

And ex-Vice Admiral Millar, in a
testimony to Congress in 1976
explained: ‘We may have confron-
tation with mnon-nuclear states

whose geographical localtion is such
that we have no adequate means of
protecting our interests with con-
ventional weapons’,

It is very unlikely that anj thing
like this will happen with Libya.
What Reagan’s Libyan adventure
points to is a rash of new US attem-
pts to police the world — and it is
this that could mean the sort of
scenario Vice Admiral Millar talked
of.

At the same time as Reagan
threatens war with Libya, he is
threatening Nicaragua, and helping
the °contra’ guerrillas. Libya is an
easier target than Nicaragua. While
Gaddafy is unpopular in interna-
tional ‘public opinion’ there is
much opposition within the US to
Reagan’s brutal policy towards
Nicaragua. By whipping up Amer-
ican jingoism with this international
bully boy strike on Libya Reagan
may hope to pave the way for an
open US attack on Nicaragua.

Reagan and Thatcher want to
see the destruction of popular,
revolutionary nationalist regimes

like that of the Sandinistas in Nic-
aragua, because they are afraid of
the example the Nicaraguan revo-
lutionary nationalists offer to the
rest of Latin America.

They defend not democracy,
nor peace nor the right of ordinary
people to be free from the risk of
random terrorist attacks — what
they defend is the wealth and
power of the international capitalist
class. Profit before people is their
motto.

Neither the US nor the British
governments have any right to
pontificate about ‘terrorism’. To
the people of Nicaragua, fighting
off a brutal terrorist war by US-
backed ‘contras’; to the people of
El Salvador, suffering under the
whip of a terroristic government; to
the people of Chile, victims of a
savage dictatorship that came to
power in a murderous US-backed

coup in 1973: to people through- Turn

out the world who have experien-
ced the sharp end of US ‘demo-
cracy’, Reagan’s war against terror-
ism is a sick joke.
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Paul Whetton's diary

Student conference

| commitment

Labour must
keep pledges

Paul Whetton is the secretary
of Bevercotes NUM, sacked
for putting up an NUM
poster.

I'he clear message I got from
the Fulham by-election result
was that the people of this
country are sick and tired of
Thatcher. If we were to pre-
sent to the . electorate a
Labour Party which was com-
mitted to changing society
into a socialist society, then
I'm quite sure that the elec-
torate would return a Labour
government. What we don’t
want to see is that sort of
promise made and then
reneged on.

People have got to the
stage where they feel they
can’t trust the Labour Party
because of what it has done
or failed to do in the past. I
believe we should make that
and having

| made it, stick to it and deliver

the goods. Once people see
that we are prepared to do
that, then the Tories will be
condemned to the wilderness
for ever. But we do need that
firm commitment and we do
need to deliver the goods.

There is still no clear infor-
mation on whether the UDM
do in fact intend to stand
candidates in the local elec-
tions. But the fact that they
are considering it does give an
intimation of exactly what
they are capable of. It under-
lines the fact that people like
Willy Bach and Frank Payne
who have given succour to
this monster are going to be
gobbled up by that self-same
monster, unless they recog-
nise the error of their ways.

However it may well be
that they have gone too far
down that road to be able to
turn and come back now.

The national leadership
must be looking to win seats
like Sherwood and Ashfield.
If the Labour Party leader-
ship are prepared to turn
their back on Party loyalists
in order to appeal to turn-
coats and traitors, then they
must carry the responsibility
for that decision.

We had a rally for the
sacked miners organised by
the National Justice for the
Mineworkers Campaign last
Sunday. Although I’'m only a
new boy in the ranks of the
sacked miners, having only
been sacked seven weeks ago,
I do know that many of them
feel that they are the for-
gotten people. However the
support that was shown at
the meeting on Sunday after-
noon and the tremendous
rally they had on Sunday
night shows that the support
is there. What we need to do
is build on that success and
make sure that we keep the
arguments before the public
and the politicians and make

sure that everyone realises,
the NCB, the government,
a future Labour government,
that the sacked miners are
not going to go away.

When we organise rallies
like last Sunday’s we’re really
talking to the converted, but
we are also saying to the sack-
ed miners themselves that
they haven’t been forgotten
and that we will continue to
fight on their behalf.

In Notts itself the NUM is
still steadily recruiting while
the UDM is going downhill
all the time,

As far as the offer by
Murdoch to hand over his
Gray’s Inn Road plant to the
labour movement as settle-
ment of the dispute at
Wapping 1is concerned, I
wouldn’t touch his offer with
a barge-pole. In my opinion
the offer should be totally
rejected.

It is obvious that Mur-
doch is trying to put out
some kind of olive branch.
But this attempt to buy off
the labour movement is
totally unacceptable. I'm sure
it’s unacceptable to the 6,000
sacked printworkers and on
that basis it should be rejec-
ted.

I’'m -not at all surprised
at Reagan’s attitude to Libya.
He seems to be rediving his
‘B’ movie image of cowboy
coming to the rescue. I won-
der what Reagan’s reaction
would be if Libya sent a fleet
as close to the American
coast as the US Navy is to the
Libyan coast. All hell would
break loose. It’s merely an
excuse to continue playing
the imperialist role that the
United States has bzen play-
ing for so many years. [ think
it shows that Reagan would
not be willing to consult the
British people about the use
nuclear weapons or whatever.
He will use what he wants,
where he wants and when he
wants.

Pressure must be put on
this government to demand
not only that they disassoci-
ate themselves from Reagan’s
present tactics, but that he
is told to take his armoury
out of this country back to
where it came from.

As for Healey’s statements
about Polaris, | think the
Labour Party conference
might have something to say
about that. The Labour Party
is firmly committed to gett-
irg rid of all nuclear weapons,
and regardless of what Denis
Healey says I think that com-
mitment will stick. I know
that people like him will
argue in favour of keeping
little bits but I believe that
the Labour Party has made a
commitment to get rid of
nuclear weapons which it will
stick to.

Get organised

Becom. a supporter of the Socialist Organiser Alliance
— groups are established in most large towns. We ask £5
a month minimum (£1 unwaged) contribution from

supporters.

I want to become a Socialist Organiser supporter/I want

more information.

Send to Socialist Organiser, PO Box 823, London SE15

- 4 NA, or phone 01-639 7965.

The left arrive

NUS Easter conference
marked a watershed for Soc-
ialist Students in NOLS
SSiN), NOLS and NUS. SSiN
is now, without any doubt,
seen as the left opposition to
the Democratic Left leader-
ship of NUS. By this time
next year, SSiN mav even
be NOLS. All our candidates
for the NUS Executive were
elected. So, too, were all of
the NOLS candidates. Our
meetings were often attended
by over 100 people and
numerous student activists
joined us. Our new pamphlet
‘Towards a National Cam-
paigning Union’ sold well.

In the elections we worked
extremely hard. Simon
Pottinger was standing for
Vice-President (Welfare)
against Independent Linzi
Brand. We didn’t expect he
would win, especially when
NOLS put out a leaflet say-
ing vote Linzi Brand. But
the politics we proposed and
our record in campaigning
activity over the past year
obviously had made an
impression. We stood on a
left platform of turning the
student movement upside
down into a radical youth
movement oriented to the
struggles of the working class.
We proposed a reorganisation
of the Fowler campaign based
on direct action, unity with
workers and a conscious ori-
entation to involving the fur-
ther education sector.

We had expected the VP
Welfare election to be close.

But in the event, Simon won -

by over 100 votes. i

There was clearly a revolt
in NOLS ranks.

The question arises of how
and why NOLS decided to
call for a vote for Linzi Brand
and why that call was
ignored., The facts are that
the decision to vote for Linzi
was taken by a few Demo-
cratic Left hacks. It was not
put to the NOLS caucus due
to the possibility that rank
and file NOLS members
would have called for an offi-
cial vote for Simon given that
he was the socialist candidate
in the election. NOLS mem-
bers rebelled - against a line
imposed without consultation
or democratic debate.

Students on the lobby of Tory Party conference last October.
SSiN supporters were central in mobilising 3000 youth for

this demonstration.

By _
Matthew
Davies

In the election for three
executive officers, Michele
Carlisle, NAC student organ-
iser and SSiN candidate
topped the poll. NOLS came
fourth. In the election for
four executive mem-
bers, Melanie Gingell, QMC
president and SSiN candidate
was elected.

We didn’t stand in the
elections for part time execu-
tive committee members but
worked to get the NOLS can-

didates elected. :

The fact that all the NOLS
candidates got elected proves
that we were in no way scab-
bing on NOLS. In fact we
were responsible for deliver-
ing a larger NOLS vote. The
result is that we have a clearly
left National Executive with
only one Liberal and one
member of the SDP. All other

~members of the NEC are Lab-

our Party members in one
way or another (NOLS, SSiN,
or Left Alliance) apart from
one independent and the obli-
gatory SWP member.

It helps the Democratic
Left for an SWP member to
be on the executive so that
they can lump all ‘trots’
together or carve us out at
conference when there is a

S

‘trot’ position. Therefore
they gave the SWP candidate
40 votes to ensure that he got
on,

The SWP and Militant
were ineffectual. The SWP
were as loud as usual but
Militant were subdued and
often invisible. Our success
has obviously made an
impression on both groups.
Militant members are talking
of trying to join up with
SSiN — which is rather
strange considering we have
as many differences with
them as with the Democratic
Lelt.

The SWP denounce us
for compromising our politics
which is also strange since it
was left to SSiN to argue for
breaking links with the Stalin-
ist student bureaucrats in the
Soviet Union and it was SSiN
that proposed a serious stud-
ent movement orientation to
the working class rather than
simply continually denoun-
cing NUS as ‘bureaucrats so
join the SWP’,

Neither Militant nor the
SWP have a strategy for stu-
dents. Left activists not tied
to the two sectarian doctrines
are joining us.

The following year will be
crucial as our numbers
increase and our influence
Erows:

SSiN members will be co-
ordinating action in individ-
ual colleges and arguing for
our politics within NOLS. We
should be going out into the
Areas and linking with the
further education colleges to
give them the support they
need. We shall be trying to
establish Labour Clubs where
they do not already exist and
we should set up Area NOLS
organisations for ‘joint cam-
paigning activity. We must get
involved in AFA groups, join-
ing with these in fighting rac-
ism on the streets. We shall be
linking up with working and
unemployed youth through
the Labour Party Young

" Socialists and try to draw

more youth into the move-
ment.

SSiN has arrived. We must
now work to become SSAN
— Socialist Student Are
NOLS — and transform the
student movement.

The idiots’ answer to Zionism

During and following the debate
on Soviet Jewry at NUS confer-
ence there was a lot of nasty Jew-
baiting.

The President of Lancs Poly,
Derek King (a Labour PPC), took
a speech against the motions,
(although he wanted them passed)
using phrases like ‘Jew lobby
power’ and asking why the UJS
had the nerve to present the
debate when their “kindred
semites” oppressed the Palestin-
ians.

The SWP got to their feet to
clap this anti-semitic parbage!

Asking an SWP member why
he thought it was right to bring
Israel into the discussion, he
replied ‘It was the only time Jews
were being discussed’.

SSiN denounced King which
provoked the SWP to bring out a
bulletin objecting to our use of
“insulting phrases™ like “left-
wing anti-semitism”.

is showed, they said, we
were tied to the ‘coat-tails’ of the
Kinnockite National Executive.

SSiN was at fault, but not in
the way claimed by the SWP. In
opposing the anti-semitic speech,
SSiN supporters declared their
opposition to Zignism: but  this
was irrelevant. Anti-semitism is

By Jane Ashworth

anti-semitism, whatever you think
of the Middle East conflict.

But in their desperate attempt
to relate to SSiN’s periphery the
SWP have disgraced themselves.

By what reasoning is it right
for socialists or even serious lib-
erals to be silent about blatant
anti-semitism like this? When it
comes from the left? Would any-
one argue that we should keep
quiet about anti-black racism —
from the Labour Party for
instance.

It only makes sense if the
SWP believe that all Jews,
throughout the world, are respon-
sible for Israel’s oppression of the
Palestinians. And even then it is
still ridiculous because we still
would defend even reactionaries
from racism. Anti-semitism is the
idiots’ answer to Zionism.

It only makes sense if you
believe that every Jew is a mem-
ber of a ‘guilty race’ and must
take the blame for oppression of
the Palestinians by the Israeli
state.

That linking together of all

Jews is only one step away from
the argument that all Jews are
participants in a world zionist
conspiracy.

But the SWP are not logical.

They have, fortunately, retreated
from their previous position of
support for the banning of college
Jewish  Societies: now they
oppose such bans. But since their
basic argument has not changed,
it is not clear why.
. If, as the SWP say, all organ-
ised racists should be deprived of
the right to speak and participate
in politics and if ‘Zionism equals
racism’, then since most members
of UIS are ‘organised Zionists’,
they should be banned accord-
ing to the strict logic of the
SWP’s argument,

To get themselves out of this
the SWP say that oppressed
groups should not be “no plat-
formed”. But if they are organ-
ised racists, why not? Are the
SWP excusing the “racism of
Zionism™ just because of anti-
semitism? It wouldn’t seem likely
given that they are prepared to
denounce SSiN for defending
Zionist jews from “left wing anti-
semitism”. It wouldn’t seem very
likely either given how hard the
SWP think they are. Nor do the

SWP have any intention of treat-
ing Jewish Zionists sensitively;
rather than argue and try to con-
vince them that their position on
the Middle East is wrong, the
SWP want to ‘confront’ the
Zionists. Not only is this absurd,
it is explicitly aimed at Jews. The
SWP and its co-thinkers on this
question do not seek to ‘confront’
non-Jewish pro-Zionists in the
same way.

The SWP are in a complete
mess about Jews, Zionism, racism
and the policy of ‘no platform’.

Elaine Heffernan (SWP, NUS
National Executive) ran to the
Steering Committee to ask for
protection when 20 UJS mem-
bers went to their Tony CUff
meeting. In her own mind, it
seems, Jews above anything else
are Zionists, Zionists are racists,
racists beat people up. So there
you go.

The issue was further compli-
cated by a Steering Committee
ban on stickers saying ‘Racism,
Zionism, Apartheid, Fascism’.
This was undemocratic as they
were banned without reference to
conference.  SSiN  supporters
opposed this ban and tried to get
it overturned from the floor of
the conference.



EDITORIAL

T W e e F enealy, W

T

LABOUR Party members
should rejoice in the Labour
victory at Fulham,

It so happens that the Lab-
our Party candidate, Nick
Raynsford, was a right-wing
Kinnockite. Does it therefore
follow that if we want Lab-
our to win the next general
election we should all become
‘Kinnockites’? That's the ‘les-
son’ that the Labour Party
establishment will draw and
try to persuade everybody
else to draw from Fulham.

Now obviously it helps if
the press can’t plausible
denounce the Labour candi-
date as ‘an extremist’ or a
would-be subverter of British
democracy. But that isn’t the
point. The stark truth is that
Thatcher can only appear
before the electorate with
some hope of winning by
default of the Labour Party.

A confident, aggressive left
wing Labour Party could have
driven Thatcher from office
long before now. Of course
the witch-hunting press has
an effect in Labour’s natural
constituency when the Lab-
our leaders agree with it and
denounce their own left wing
in far sharper terms than
Thatcher and her government
are denounced. ;

Fulham contrasts sharply
with the 1983 Bermondsey
by-election. Why? Not just
because in Fulham the candi-.
date was a right-winger and in
Bermondsey he was a left-
winger (who was also gay-
baited). In Bermondsey the
Labour leadership endorsed
and reinforced the witch-
hunting press’s attacks on
Peter Tatchell. In Fulham

Labour was united to get
Raynsford elected.

The left was loyal to the
party in Fulham; in Bermon-
dsey the right and centre ran
scared before the press and
the Tories and the SDP, and
they fouled their own nest.

The lesson is not that the
right wins and the left loses.
The lesson is that when the
right put faction above the
Labour Party then they help
the Tories and the SDP. The
lesson is that the party leader-
ship should be called to
account and that the Labour
Party should insist on loyal
support from the party for
left-wing as well as right-wing
candidates.

Far from left-wing politics
automatically alienating the

Nick Raynsford (left] with Neil Kinnock. Photo: Andrew Wiard,

electorate, the truth is that
left-wing politics are the
necessary Labour answer to
the Tories. Kinnock will not
offer such politics. He is not
even willing to commit him-
self to reverse the Tory cuts.

Shed

Arguing from Fulham, the
right and centre will increase

.the pressure on the left to

shed our politics in deference
to the new paramount goal of
winning the next general elec-

tion. Everybody in the Lab-.

our Party should strive to win
the general election. But the
left should not disarm ideo-
logically or politically. That
is where the Socialist Cam-
paign for a Labour Victory

Report.

comes in.

The serious left should
resist the aimless and opport-
unist drift to the right. We
should organise so that we
can present socialist politics
— and a commitment to fight
for the working-class interest

even should a Kinnockite
Labour government take
office.

The presentation of social-
ist politics and the public
affirmation of the need to
stand by class politics even if
Kinnock is prime minister —
that can be done and must be
done within Labour's cam-
paign to win the general
election.

The official campaign will
inevitably — given the present
leadership — be a right-wing

AFTER FULHAM

campaign. The left should not
misunderstand Fulham and
abandon socialist politics.

We must understand that
when Labour appears as a co-
herent force the Tories can be
beaten.

Sabotage

We must demand that
never again should the Lab-
our leaders sabotage the elec-
tion campaign of a left-wing
Labour candidate. Within
that framework the left
should organise to present its
own politics in the general
election. That is why Socialist
Organiser has revived the Soc-
ialist Campaign for a Labour
Victory.

RUC UNDER PRESSURE

By John O’Mahony
iAN Paisley came back to
Northern Ireland from a
preaching tour of the Bible
belt of the Southern USA and
denounced the
campaign against the RUC
that had seen 150 attacks in
the previous two weeks. Al-
most immediately the atiacks
slowed to a trickle.

This must mean that [an
Paisley has to some exter ' re-
asserted his leadership of the
Protestant Loyalist cause: his
alleged supplanter, Peter Rob-
inson, was docile and silent
by his side at the press con-
ference in which Paisley call-
ed for an end to attacks on
the RUC.

But there is probably more
to it than that. The cessation
of the attacks on the RUC
reflects a growing revulsion
within the Orange commun-
ity at the attacks.

The tension continues in
the RUC’s position as a police
force recruited from the Prot-
estant community but charg-
ed with facing down the
opposition of its own com-
munity to the Anglo-Irish
agreement. There is no way
that can be banished short of
either the abandonment by
Dublin and London of the
Anglo-Irish agreement or an
acceptance of that agreement
by the Protestant commun-

‘Loyalist’ -

RUC chief John Hermon meets his Dublin counterpart -

ity. Neither is likely. So the
RUC remains caught in the
middle.

As we go to press the first
Protestant has died — after
two weeks on a life support
machine — from a blow to
the head from a plastic bullet
(on 31 March at Portadown).
The call has gone out for a
token industrial stoppage on
16 April to mark his death.
Once more the RUC will be
caught in the political cross-
fire.

The evidence is that the
Protestant paramilitaries have

been deliberately ‘testing’ the
allegiance of the RUC. So far
the RUC has held against that
pressure, though there have
been resignations and numer-
ous requests for transfers to
Britain.

The latest development is
that the Dublin and London
governments are reported to
have agreed to postpone the
next meeting of the intergov-
ernmental conference that ef-
fectively rules Northern Ire-
land. Their aim is to placate
the Protestant opposition.

Part
in te
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The history of the British
ruling class, too, is stained
with the blood of its colonial
‘subjects’. Each and every
struggle for freedom from
British rule was met with
brutal repression before the
British finally withdrew.

In Ireland the Catholic
community have experienced
the sharp end of British dem-
ocracy since 1969 — in ano-
ther war against ‘terrorism’.

Striking miners and their
families, Thatcher’s ‘enemy
within’, also know only too
well how peace-loving and
humanitarian the British gov-
ernment it.

Now Thatcher and Reagan
have the blood of innocent
Libyans on their hands —
people picked off at random
from the air to ‘punish Gad-
dafy’. Gaddafy himself will in
fact be strengthened by the
US raids.

Imperialist superpower
bullying is no part of the sol-
ution. It is part of the prob-
lem, a central part of the
cause.

The

labour movement

ners

needs to stand out clearly ag-
ainst Reagan’s British-suppor-
ted assault on Libya. The
Labour Party in Parliament

must call Reagan’s accomp-
lice Thatcher to account,

Blitz

We need to protest against
the Reagan blitz not because
— as Dennis Healey argues —
‘other methods’ of more
peaceful assault might be
more successful, but because
the US and Britain have no
right to take collective repris-
als against the people of
Libya.

It is in the interests of the
working class and the struggle
for socialism to fight to stop
the imperialist gunboat diplo-
macy of Reagan and Thatch-
er. To fight now to defeat
Reagan’s and Thatcher’s
attempts to throw their mili-
tary weight around is to fight
for a fair and just world in
which the bullying of the
weak by the strong, the
threat of global warfare and
the hopelessness that breeds
terrorism are things of the
past.
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Is Zia
next?

By Clive Bradley

The tour of Pakistan by Ms.
Benazir Bhutto, daughter of
Pakistan’s former President
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, who was
executed in 1979, has caused
some serious problems for the
military dictatorship of Zia ul
Haq.

Rallies in support of Ms.
Bhutto have attracted tens of
thousands of Pakistanis
demanding -early . elections
and the end of military rule.

Ms. Bhutto and her Pakis-
tani People’s Party have dem-
anded that elections be ann-
ounced before the beginning
of the month of Ramadan.
the Islamic holy festival
which starts around May 20
Zia ul Hag has rejected this
call.

Bhutto

Benazir Bhutto returned in
triumph from exile on Thurs-
day April 10. The dictator-
ship had allowed for the
return of a small modicum of
democracy at the end of last
year, and the opposition PPP
seized on the opportunity to
campaign for free elections.

Its foreign policy is for
‘non-alignment’ —  which
would represent a shift from
Pakistan’s ,current heavily
pro-US position. The PPP
calls for a political settlement
in Afghanistan that would
lead to Soviet withdrawal —
though their rationale for this
is largely that Afghan refu-
gees in Pakistan are a ‘destab-
ilising’ force.

In addition, the PPP is
campaigning around a popul-
ist social policy: land for the
peasants; a minimum month-
ly wage of 1000 rupees
(about £4); slum clearance,
health care, etc.

The problem both for the
regime, and in fact for the
PPP itself, is that the popular
mogilisations in support of
Ms Bhutto may threaten to
go further than this limited
programme.

The movement behind Ms.
Bhutto does not represent a
politically = working  class
movement in any sense.

The PPP is to a large
extent the personal property
of the Bhutto family which is
a family of big landowners. It
is a thoroughly bourgeois
party. President Bhutto was a
minister under the Ayub
Khan dictatorship from 1958-
69. Though the Bhutto
regime did introduce some
popular reforms — a land re-
form, nationalisation, etc., it
was limited in its radicalism
even by the standards of mili-
tary populist regimes such as
President Nasser’s in Egypt. It
was, from the beginning, hos-
tile to the working class,
crushing workers’ occupa-
tions in the Karachi area in
1972, for example, killing
and wounding many workers.
And after about 1974, the
Bhutto regime was based on
an alliance with the big land-
lords.

Marcos

The popular movement
behind Ms. Bhutto therefore
has many parallels with the
movement behind Corazon
Aquino in the Philippines
that recently toppled Presi-
dentMuateas.ae = ¢ e it

No doubt the US, as in
the Philippines, will start
looking to the growing bour-
geois opposition as' a safer
horse to back, if Ms. Bhutto’s
popularity continues to grow.




or

The four policemen respon-
sible for the raid on the house
of Cynthia Jarrett that led to
her death and the subsequent
Tottenham riots last October,
have been let off.

When Reagan’s F1-11s set off for Libya from Upper Heyford USAF base in Ox-
fordshire, they will have passed over this huge — 55 foot — CND symbol.

Owned by farmer and Labour county councillor David Barber, the symbol has
caused some annoyance for the Tory-controlled county council. They threaten
legal action if comrade Barber does not get planning permission for ‘advertising’
or paint it out.

Pink Ken

changes

It must say something about
the state of the left that the
drift to the right of former
leftists sometimes, incidental-
ly, leads them to adopt better
politics thap they used to
have before. Socialist Organ-
iser has commented on this
phenomenon, for example,
when their move to the right
led careerists like Neil Kin-
nock to drop the ‘identikit
leftist* Little-England opposi-
tion to the EEC.

And now Pink Ken Living-
stone has changed his posi-
tion on Zionism.

Remember that Living-
stone used to talk about
‘Zionist’ conspiracies to
Gerry Healy’s ‘Newsline’ (see
last week’s SO). Though he
spoke on many WRP plat-
forms for three years, he never
in the smallest degree dissoc-
iated himself from the anti-

gstone told a
tional Un-
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enthusiasm or anger into go-
ing alone with whatever ‘poli-
tics’ Healy dished up. He was
a calculating operator who
balanced everything he did
and said according to the
advantages or disadvantages
it would bring to his career.

His was a self-serving rela-
tionship with the WRP —
which provided the material
basis for Labour Herald
among other things — and
with Ted Knight. As well as
that, it served him well to
mruth the consensus politics
on the Middle East of the
identikit left.

He differentiated himself
from the protection of that
consensus only at the point
where Thatcher put him up
against the gun and he had to
choose between his career
and defying the government.
Then he gave into the govern-
ment and openly broie with
the left.

Probably he broke trom
the left for the same reasons
that he had mouthed its slog-
ans and ideas in the first

place.
Just as he once af_iogted

It so happens
that the Labour Party centre
politics Ken now accommo-
dates to has a more sensible

~adapted themselves to anti-

attitude to Zionism than the
identikit left has.

So the former Red Ken
valiantly strives to improve
himself, in more senses than
one! And he succeeds.

It was always highly im-
probable that Livingstone
ever privately shared the posi-
tions he associated himself
with and sometimes endorsed
as part of his package deal
with Healy and Knight. He is
too urbane, too civilised a
man to share in the stupid
‘anti-Zionist’ demonology or
in the anti-semitism of
Healy’s WRP. The best thing
about his administration at
the GLC was its aggressive
commitment to fight anti-
black racism. It just happened
to suit what he thought were
his career interests to appear
to go along with Healy.

Of course_ in a serious sit-

career so f 1as shown him-
self to be the very type of those
much-discussed German and
Central European politicians

of the *30s and '40s who

The Director of Public
Prosecutions have decided
not to press criminal charges
on the basis of investigations
by the Police Complaints
Authority.

It is the same old story.
Complaints against the police
investigated by the police
themsleves almost always
result in no action being
taken, That has been the
recent experience of students

in Manchester harassed by the
police following the ‘Battle of

" Brittan’ last year.

Perhaps the worst example
of all was the failure to pin
responsibility on anybody for
the death of Blair Peach at
the hands of the Special Pat-
rol Group in 1979.

It shows that the police,
far from being the enforces of
law and order’, are a law
unto themselves. They are
accountable only to themsel-
ves. The police are cut off
from the rest of society, sub-
ject to very little democratic
control.

We should press for greater
democratic control over the
police. We should do what we
can to hold them to account;
to demand that there is a
serious investigation into the
events surrounding Cynthia
Jarrett’s death and that the
policemen responsible for it
do carry the can.

But we should also draw
out the lesson that what is
really needed is a different
kind of system of policing
altogether. In place of a sep-
arate, undemocratic police
force, working class commun-
ities should organise their

own policing.

semitism when that current
was at its strongest and then
after the war adapted them-
selves to the newly prevailing
liberal anti-racist consensus.

He is of the type — for
example — of Konrad Aden-
auer, who made a good career
as the Catholic mayor of
Cologne under the Nazis and
lived to be Germany’s post-
war ‘liberal-democratic’ Chan-
cellor, disavowing the crimes
of the fascists whom he was
never conspicuous in oppos-
ing when it might have made
some difference.

Gerry Healy is not Hitler.
He is not in a position to
threaten to massacre ‘Zion-
ists’. But the type to which
Livingstone belongs remains
what it always was — politi-
cally spineless and soulless,
and without commitment ab-
out anything other than the
well-being of its practitioner.

And what it is in small-
scale and not very important
things like Livingstone’s parti-
cjpation in Gerry Healy’s
circus, that it will also be in
big and important things in
the future.

South Africa

In the

Moses Mayekiso, sec-

retary of Transvaal
Metal and Allied
Workers Union
(MAWU), was recent-
ly on a speaking tour
of Britain. Pete Rad-
cliffe and Ali Asgar
for Socialist Organiser
talked to him about
the present situation
in South Africa.

What are the latest develop-
ments in the BTR strike?

At present the company is
still refusing to reinstate the
workers. The workers have
decided to form co-operatives
(tee-shirt coop, agricultural
co-op), health committees
and cultural co-ops to be able
to produce something and are
doing educationals. The
bosses can’t defeat every-
body. Also we need money
because people are going hun-
gry. They are not getting any
income. We are also taking
part in this campaign to
organise solidarity and finan-
cial help from BTR workers
to be able to push forward
the struggle for reinstate-
ment.

You are also over here pursu-
ing COSATU’s policy of forg-
ing direct links with the trade
unions of this country. What
is the purpose of these links
as you see it? What do you
look for from the British
trade union movement?

Through MAWU  and
COSATU we are committed
to building direct links, direct
contacts with  liberation
movements and trade unions
of other countries to create
solidarity among the workers
and among the progressive
organisations for the libera-
tion of the South African
people from the Apartheid
regime, apartheid laws, and to
fight for a new society which
we believe should be a social-
ist society.

You have addressed several
meetings over the last couple
of days. What surprised you
most in the sort of questions
you've been asked and the
ideas people have over here
about South Africa?

Yes, I was surprised. It
showed that information is
not getting out of South

Africa and people are not.

getting fresh information
about what is happening
inside South Africa so they
are not particularly well
informed due to state repres-
sion of information.

To go back to the situation of
Your detention and the events
surrounding the uprising in
Alexandra. Could you outline
the events as they unfolded?

Through MAWU  and
COSATU we resolved to be
part and parcel of the nation-
al liberation struggle: to get
rid of apartheid and move
towards an acceptable society
in South Africa. We are invol-
ving ourselves in community
and national struggles.

‘What we did in Alexandra.
was to set up street commit-
tees like those structures in
the trade unions themselves,
where the leadership has to
be answerable to the com-
munities and be responsible

to them.

Alexandra is organised in a
very awkward manner: in one
yard you find about twenty
families; in a block, forty
families; and in one street one
hundred families. We organ-
ised them in a yard and we

formed vyard committees
through yard general meet-
ings.

From the yard people.

elect representatives to block
committees, from block
committees to the street com-
mittees and from there to the
Alexandra Action Committee
which is the highest body.

The people have to govern
themselves and not depend
on the state structures to take
their problems to.

So people can build under-
standing, to understand one
another and help each other,
thus making people conscious
of apartheid and the struggle
against the capitalist class.
That is what we were trying
to do. Our involvement in
Alexandra put us in a situa--
tion where the state looked at
us as people who are organis-
ing for the ANC and no
longer interested in the fac-
tory struggles; but now we
are getting out of that and
acting politically. :
Do you find this idea of a
trade union being the back-
bone to the community
struggle against repression
common to COSATU or is it
only particular to MAWU?

This attitude is common
to COSATU. Many trade
unions are involved in the
community struggles taking
their experiences in building
trade unions to the commun-
ity and strengthening the
community struggles.

How does that help with the
relationship  between the
organised trade unions in the
factories, the unemployed
youth and other sections of
the communities in the town-
ships?

The Apartheid regime is in
crisis at the moment. People
are frustrated and sick and
tired of being oppressed. It is
becoming brutal and anarchy
is creeping. People are being
shot, and so the people can
see that the system is killing
us. We have to organise on a
massive scale. Now the gap is
being closed that the youth
should fight separate battles
and the adults separate
battles. People are coming to-
gether and the system is en-
couraging this with the deten-
tions, shootings and killings.

Do you find as well that trade
union methods of struggle are
being used to supplement the
struggle of the community
against repression?

Yes!

Have you any comment om__



the present attacks being
made on the miners?

What is happening now in
South Africa is that when the
workers go on strike they feel
that they are liable for dis-
missal and being chucked out
of the industrial areas, dum-
ped in the homelands to
starve. They are employing
better methods -like sit-ins
and occupations to fight the
employers and the actions
that are used by the capital-
ists against the strikers, espec-
ially the miners, are horrible.
They are only interested in
profits and not dealing with
industrial issues properly and
constructively.

Do you want to make any
comment on the relationship
between COSATU, SACTU
and the ANC after the Lusaka
meeting?

In COSATU we feel that
there should be one union
federation in South Africa
and one union per industry so
we are having talks with
SACTU and the ANC, putting
forward our policies to see
how they feel about this.
That is the relationship we
are trying to build with the
other forces that are part of
the struggle.

Do you think there is any
danger that the trade union
struggle- will be seen as a
lighility by those involved in

the national liberation
struggle? The UDF is a very
wide grouping, embracing

many sectors of the popula-
tion, many of whom do not
share the aims and objectives
of the trade union movement.

I don’t see any conflicts
really in the future as
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COSATU made clear in its
resolutions that we want to
be an independent organisa-
tion but because we are part
and parcel of the liberation
struggle we have to work

together with the progressive
organisations fight for the
liberation of the people. We
made it clear that we would
work with political organisa-
tions like UDF and even the
ANC if it comes to the
crunch. We wil work with
any organisation that is fght-
ing for the liberation of the
oppressed masses in South
Africa. In the unions some
are members of the UDF,
some are members of other
political organisations so I
don’t see any conflict.

You were talking before
about community organisa-
tions. Is it the case that these
organisations can be trans-
formed into military organisa-
tions or do new organisations
have to be set up altogether
in the course of the struggle?

There is a civic organisa-
tion in Alexandra but it is
having some problems
because the youth especially
felt that if it didn’t deliver
the goods it won’t fulfill the
expectations of the people of
Alexandra. So they thought
that they needed another
organisation  that would
embrace all organisations in
the township. We don’t say:
you are UDF, or you are
AZAPO and that you should
not be in this organisation. I
wouldn’t say 'mew organisa-
tions have been set up all
over, but certainly in Alex-
andra. We said that the civic
is there and all the organisa-

tions are there. We don’t
want to get rid of them but
to build an umbrella organis-
ation that is organising mas-
sively, both people who are in
no organisation and others
that are in such organisations.

Several months back I heard
that Islamic fundamentalism
was very involved with the
Indian and Muslim popula-
tion there and it was getting
some grip over them.

No comment, not sure.

You’ve mentioned the battles
breaking out in the mines
with sit-ins, etc. At the mom-
ent the management have
found ways to break those
sit-ins. What do you think is
going to be the next step in
developing new methods of
struggle to ensure victory?

The sit-ins started late last
year with MAWU and ether
union members and it proved
successful. Up to this year at
the two plants, strikers had
been slecping in the factories
for about two weeks and the
company applied for a court
order to evict them. This
succeeded. But when manage-
ment was threatening to dis-
miss them they then decided
to occupy the plant. In the
mines this is very difficult
because of the lack of water
and oxygen underground.
This isn’t such a problem in
the other factories. Alterna-
tives have to be planned in
other factories.

Are these factories outside
the townships?

Yes, they are in the indus-
trial areas.

So they are not open to being
seized and held by the work-

€ers.
No. They are far away
from the townships.

Could you explain the views
of MAWU and COSATU on
the nationalisation issue?

We believe that if you talk
of nationalisation it should be
linked to a particular system,
i.e. under a certain control,
maybe majority control —
worker control of the means
of production. Nationalisa-
tion under the same system is
not going to be beneficial to
the workers. It will benefit
the bosses instead. There is a
resolution from COSATU
that there.should be a pro-
gramme. We have got a docu-
ment called the Freedom
Charter which is a basic docu-
ment, which is answering the
basic needs of our liberation
struggle. But we should have
something that is going fur-
ther than the basic answers
given by the Freedom Char-
The Freedom Charter talks
about nationalisation but we
should go further and talk
about how and under whose
control.

One of the problems, it
seems to me, of the plans of
the ANC if you read their
plans on the economy is that
the scope, pace and extent of
nationalisation seems to be
dependent on some agree-
ment between a democratic
government and the rest of
the world to some extent. It
implies an attitude to the
multi-nationals and so on.
What are the expectations of
COSATU from a democratic
government? Would you wait
or would you seize the oppor-
tunity to put the industries in
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workers hands?

We believe that the capital-
ists have got no claim to the
wealth that is created by the
workers in South Africa — all
the wealth inside South
Africa and outside, because
sometimes you find that the
multi-nationals who exploit

us send the money outside

the country. So they owe us a
lot! The factories, mines, etc.,
belong to the people of South
Africa and if we take over
then there is no need for
negotiations: the people
should take over thewhole
thing.

And you expect the new gov-
ernment to endorse those
actions by the workers?

Yes! Any government that
is interested in people’s needs
should fight for that if it is
committed to socialism.
COSATU has a fairly advan-
ced idea of its political objec-
tives. In what way do you see
its political identity develop-
ing? It has been asked, do
you think it will form a party
on the basis of fighting for
those political objectices.

It is our belief in COSATU
that forming a party would
be divisive and that what
should be done is that work-
ers should form a programme
which will answer the social-
ist feelings of the people.

But one of your expectations
and it is a feature of
COSATU, is extreme demo-
cracy throughout your organ-
isation. Would you not
expect a political party claim-
ing to be socialist to be the
same? Would you like to see
the ANC develop into such a
democratic organisation that

-'-noti.-a;cu'-
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of the storm

it gave extensive workers’
control of that party? Do you
think that likely?

Yes, we would like to see
that because the ANC is our
organisation in South Africa.
It has made tremendous
strides fighting the liberation
struggle and we therefore
feel that workers should play
a leading role on the struggles
that are waged by the ANC,
and through the programme
they can formulate.

COSATU fought very strong-
ly when it was set up for the
concept of non-racial trade
unionism. How does that con-
fliet with multi-racialism?

As workers we should put
forward our believes and dis-
cuss things like non-racialism.
After the congress our execu-
tive met with the ANC to
discuss the resolutions that
we made in order that we be
closer together in this for the
liberation movement. With
such a programme we have to
discuss with all the progres-
sive organisations so that the
programme does not conflict
with the feelings of the other
progressive organisations.

How much of the experiences
of the working classes of
other countries have been
studied as a guide to action in
South Africa?

That is widely discussed
and that is why we are send-
ing people to build solidarity
because we would like to
learn from other struggles and
get the experience of what is
happening in other countries.
We believe we can’t win our
struggle  without  getting
friends and help from other
organised forces. In South
Africa the capitalist class is
fighting against the working
class and using apartheid as a
whip to suppress the people.
We need all forces to come
together to confront the com-
mon enemy.

How do you envisage the def-
eat of apartheid? Do you
believe there will be a period
of reconciliation between
some democratic capitalism
or do you think the role that
the workers will play in that
will take it further than just
allowing any reformed or re-
stabilised tapitalism to set
up?

It will be a problem be-
cause you can’t reform capit-
alism. It must be kicked out,
removed, and a new social
system introduced that is
going to benefit the masses.
Once you reform capitalism
then you are going.to have
problems because America
and Britain are going to bene-
fit from that situation. At the
end of the day you will have
black fighting against black.

Support |
MAWU
strikers

1000 members ot MAWU
have been on strike against
Britisk Tyre and Rubber
{BTR) Sarmcol in Howich
since May 1985. The com-
pany — which owns, among
others, Dunlops and Pretty
Polly — sacked the workers
who were on strike for union
recognition.
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revolutions... storm

swiftly from success to success . . .
On the other hand, proletarian

revolutions . . . criticise themselves
constantly, interrupt themselves
continually in their own course,
come back to the apparently
accomplished in order to begin it
afresh, deride with unmerciful
thoroughness the inadequacies,
weaknesses and paltriness of their
first attempts, seem to thrown
down their adversary only in order
that he may draw new strength
from the earth and rise again, more
gigantic, before them, recoil ever
and’ anon from the indefinite pro-
digiousness of their own aims,
until a situation has been created
which makes all turning back
impossible . . .’

(Marx)

The world’s strongest labour move-
ments, those of the advanced capit-
alist countries, are in retreat. In
Britain, TUC membership declined
18% from its 1979 peak to mid-
1985. Trade union membership in
the US went down 14% in 19804
despite a 3% increase in jobs. Other
labour movements have suffered
worse in Spain and France, where
the main union federation, the
CGT, has lost a full third of its
members.

Ideologically too we have been
set back. There is no clear evidence
of a shift of mass opinion to the
right (though racist ideas have
certainly gained some ground — in
France especially). Left-wing par-
ties have more or less held their
own in electoral terms through the
1980s: the EEC elections of 1984
gave the left 13 more seats than
those of 1979.

The Tories’ current troubles are
more in line with broad interna-
tional trends than was their success
of 1983, when the ‘Falklands Fac-
tor’ had not yet worn off.

But the traditional left-wing par-
ties, Socialist, Communist and Lab-
our, make less and less show of
anti-capitalism. In the 1930s respec-
table Labour leaders would talk
about Enabling Acts to push
through mass nationalisations; in
the likewise slump-ridden 1980s,
Roy Hattersley assures bankers and
industrialists that he believes in
“high profits” and Neil Kinnock
says that re-nationalisation of what
the Tories have privatised is not a
priority. A feeble national invest-

World crude steel production
1960 | Total: 346m tonnes

__— Developing countries 9

— Other developed
countries 6

Sowet Union &
E Ewope 25

—-United States
26

Japan 6

Soviet Union &
E Europe 2

m Total: 30-4m units

ment bank is the centre of Labour’s
economic policy.

Spain’s Socialist government has
privatised, slashed industries form-
erly subsidised by the state, and re-
moved laws from the Franco period’
which restrained bosses from sack-
ing workers. France’s left govern-
ment embarked on full-scale auster-
ity and job-cutting in the manner
of Tan MacGregor after 1983. Even
Sweden’s more confident Social
Democrats have dabbled in privatis-
ation.

1945 socialism’, the mass labour
movement’s traditional alternative
to capitalism, has collapsed. Work-
ers are left with pure piecemeal
reformism. New alternatives for
transforming society will take time
to emerge. But emerge they must:
and in the longer term our present
difficulties may be seen as a retreat
which permits a better advance.

In 1945 a sort of socialism had
mass support, and much even of the
bourgeoisie dared not oppose it
directly.

In Germany, for example, the
main bourgeois party, the CDU,
called for state ownership of natu-
ral resources and ‘key monopoly
industries’, and the elimination of
large-scale capitalist enterprise.

Expanded

In France the National Council of
the Resistance called for the nation-
alisation of ‘all the great monopo-
lised means of production . . .,
worker participation in manage-
ment, and comprehensive social
security.

The Social-Democratic parties
demanded this sort of socialism
more consistently, thoroughly and
sincerely: the Stalinist parties were
usually less radical in immediate
politics, but the USSR still gave
them quasi-revolutionary creden-
tials.

On this basis the labour move-
ment expanded enormously. By

. 1947 the German Social Demo-

cracy had 875,000 members. The
French and Italian CPs became the
greatest political parties in their
countries. In Britain between 1944
and 1948 Labour’s affiliated mem-
bership rose from 2.4 million to
4 8 million, and its individual mem-
bership from 266,000 to 629,000.
By 1948 Swedish Social Democracy
had 636,000 members, 40% more
than pre-war.

World car production

1960/| Total: 12-8m units
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Third World nationalist move-
ments were also growing fast; trade
union organisations were often a
major part of these movements;
and they proclaimed the same sort
of socialism.

But this was a socialism which
looked not to the self-liberation of
the working class but to the
improvement of workers’ condi-
tions -by administrators manipulat-
ing the resources of the state.
Several factors moulded it.

There was crushing, grey pover-
ty. Working class living standards
were at malnutrition level in much
of continental Europe after 1945,
and did not rise above the 1930s
level until the mid-’50s.

There was crushing, grey pover-
ty. Working class living standards
were at malnutrition level in much
of continental Europe after 1945,
and did not rise above the 1930s
level until the mid-"50s. There was
the visible power and expanded
role of the state, which had spread
itself beyond all precedent during
the war. There were the successes
of the bureaucratic state economy
in the USSR, reported in a friendly
way during that period even by
conservative bourgeois  media.
There was the apparently estab-
lished fact of high economic
barriers around nations.

And so even radicals looked
towards a nationalist ‘state social-
ism’ (or state capitalism as it would
generally turn out to be in prac-
tice). Marx and Engels had been
the great ideological inspirers of the
big expamsion of labour organisa-
bom @ the late 19th century; the
of lzoom and Troisky were
influential in the next big wave of
expansion, after 1917; but the third
big wave rolled forward under the

1984: Spanish workers fight riot police sent by a Socialist Party governmen
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banners of Stalin, the Webbs and
JM Keynes. Keynes always made it
clear that “the class war, as such,
will find me on the side of the edu-
cated bourgeoisie’’; but to many
Labour activists the great Liberal
economist’s programme of “a some-
what comprehensive socialisation of
investment” seemed little different
from socialism.

Of course the books of Marx and
Engels, Lenin and Trotsky were
still available. But the Stalinist
parties, for example, could com-
bine sales of the Marxist classics
with the crudest chauvinism and
class collaboration. The accumul-
ated defeats of the 1920s and *30s,
the terrible experiences of the war,
had set back working class culture.

t which is pushing through ruthless job cuf

The living continuity of socialist
thought had been to a large extent
broken (and this affected even the
Trotskyist minority). -

An activist who joined the
Marxist movement in 1895, when
Engels was still alive, might still be
in his or her 30sin 1914. A teenage
recruit of 1917 would be an exper-
ienced activist, not yet 40 years
old, in 1938. For the militants of
1938, 1917 was almost as live and'
recent a reference point as 1968 is
for us today. Titles of papers from
that period — ‘October’, ‘Lenin’s
Path® — testify to a culture gap
between then and now.

By 1947, 1917 was as remote as
1956 is today. The Stalinist parties
had been preaching class collabora-




tion and nationalism for 13 solid
years. Those militants who could
remember 1917 were swamped in a
mass of people recruited to the
Socialist or Communist movement
on quite a different basis.

Women

‘I'he programme ot ‘1945 social-
ism’ — nationalisations, welfare —
gave little role to workers’ control,
practically none to the delegate
democracy of workers’ councils,
and much less centrality to
women’s liberation than the social-
ist politics of the first quarter of
the 20th century.

The powerful labour and colon-
ial independence movements which

grew after World War 2 won gains
nonetheless, One index - is the
expansion of state-owned business
and of state spending on welfare
(and military purposes). In 1910, in
Britain, total state expenditure was
only 13% of Gross National
Product. In 1937 it was 26%; in
1951, 45%;in 1975, 58%.

This growth has continued right
into recent years, as if inexorably.
State enterprise has played the
central role in the rapid industrial-
1isation of many Third World
countries. In Britain, central gov-

ernment spending has continued to

rise as a proportion of national
income under the Thatcher govern-
ment.

But something has changed. In

1917: Revolutionary workers in Petrograd on May Day

the 1980s privatisation has become
a major policy for many govern-
ments all over the world. The rea-
son is surely not just short-term
politics. :

*Large state /enterprises or
public services have often become
bastions of union organisation.
Breaking them up through privat-
isation and sub-contracting helps in
the assault on the unions which
the capitalist classes, all hard-
pressed now, need.

*In a number of Third World
countries there was almost no pri-
vate capitalist class in the early
years of independence. The state
was the only possible major native
entrepreneur. But now local private
wealth can and will take a share.

*The ‘command economies’ of
the Stalinist states, and their
method of throwing all resources
pell-mell into building up heavy
industry, produced impressive
results for a long time. But for
countries which now need to diver-
sify and modernise industry, they
are now cumbersome. USSR and
East European economic growth is
no longer- fast compared to the
West. Their ‘model’ is less attractive
internationally.

*Perhaps the most fundamental
trend involved, though also the
most tricky to analyse, is a change
in the structure of production and
technology.

The use of microelectronics in
industry has expanded very fast in
the 1980s. High figures for business
fixed investment and low figures
for increases in capital stock in
the US, Western Europe and Japan
indicate that “huge slabs of canital
nave been scrapped” (as the ‘Econ-
omist’ magazine put it: 12.2.86) to
be replaced by new machines,

Some industries which had been

central to the post-1945 expansion
of capitalism — cars, steel — have
declined quite fast in the advanced
countries. Others have expanded.
The nature of production runs has
also changed. More and more, fac-
tories are geared to relatively short
runs of rapidlychanging or multiple
version products.

Capitalist governments therefore
have an interest in breaking up the
huge slabs of semi-obsolete tradi-
tional industry and encouraging
new industries which can often
develop through relatively small or
at least medium-sized enterprises.

Side by side with this goes a
drive to make the labour market
more ‘flexible’. In Western Europe
and the US there has been a big
expansion of ‘two-tier’ labour
forces (‘core’ workers being more
secure and having better conditions
than temporary or casual ‘periph-

International capital market
activity

Note-issuance .
facili

-\

eral’ workers), sub-contracti

part-time work,
women.

World-wide production of sen
cpnductors — the basic umit
microelectronic technology -
nearly doubled between 1982 and
1984, slumped temporarily

1985, but is expected to boom
again in 1986. Between 1983
1985 the number of S
robots in the US nearly trel
The use of- microelectronics goes
much wider than rohots: a 1983 sur-
vey showed that 47% of Brtish fac-
tories used chips, and 51% of West
German factories; 10% of Br
factories tooled chips into th
products, and 13% of German fac-
tories.

Microelegtronics has also revolu-
tionised telecommunications, and
the world telecoms market is expec-
ted to increase 50% between 1982
and 1987.

Undercut

Other accumulated changes in
the world have undercut the grip of
‘1945 socialism’. The colonial revo-
lution is over; almost gll the old
colonies have won independence.
Most major Third World countries
have built up some industrial base
of their own; and they have moved
from the intensely nationalist ‘im-
port-substitution’ phase of industri-
alisation (focused pn replacing man-
ufactured imports from abroad by
domestic products) to manufactur-
ing for export. Between 1965 and
1982 manufactures’ share of
exports from what the World Bank
defines as ‘middle<income’ coun-
tries rose from 17% to 42%.

After 1945 the world economy
rapidly became much more inter-
nationally integrated than it had
been in the 1930s; and that trend
continues.

The “Soviet model” of an autar-
kic command economy has been
increasingly abandoned by its own
creators. Since the 1970s the East
European states (and the USSR,
both through them and to an
extent directly) have become much
more integrated into capitalist
world trade and finance. Their
internal workings ‘have changed in
line with this. Only Rumania and
the USSR now have a state mono-
poly of foreign trade.

Hungary now uses interest rates
as the major tool of economic man-
agement. Most prices are fixed by
the market. A bond market has
been started. Small private busines-
ses are encouraged. Plans are under
way to sell shares in some state
enterprises, to split up the national
bank, and to introduce a law which

would provide for loss-making
enterprises to be shut down.
The rest of Eastern Europe

follows behind Hungary (and so do
some parts of the USSR, notably
Estonia). Yugoslavia is ahead of
Hungary along the same path. The
most dramatic change has been in
China, home of one quarter of the
world’s population. The Chinese
economy has been opened to
foreign trade and investment. Inde-
pendent foreign trading by indivi-
dual Chinese enterprises is actively
encouraged. The whole huge
expanse of Chinese agriculture has
been substantially privatised. (Land
still cannot in theory be privately
owned, but long leases have been
awarded and are being bought and
sold). Profits and market prices are
being given more sway in industry.

Continued page 8

Exports of manufactured goods




Labour’s retreat

From page 7

In the West, women’s participa-
tion in the waged workforce, after
declining immediately post-war, has
steadily become high., Between
1951 and 1976 the proportion of
married women in Britain in waged
work rose from 22% to 49%.
Women’s employment has contin-
ued to rise in the 1980s, especially
in part-time jobs.

Traditional family structures
have been quite seriously eroded.

This has strengthened demands
for women’s equality and for sexual
freedom: In a society which offers
few forms of human sympathy,
support and warmth outside the
family, it has also helped to
increase crime rates.

Not only the difficulties of the
command economies, but also the

Public employment
&s % of worklorce, 1951-81

%
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fragmentation of Stalinism, has
contributed to the decay of ‘1945
socialism’. Meanwhile social demo-
cracy made its peace with the
‘mixed economy’. In 1959 the Ger-
man Social Democracy formally
renounced Marx, accepted the
‘social market economy’, defined
itself as a ‘people’s’ rather than a
workers’ party, and changed the
colour of its party membership
cards from red to blue. Membership
of the workers’ parties mostly fell
over the *50s and ’60s, though it
would rise again after 1968.

In the last few years this gradual
undermining of ‘1945 socialism’
seems to have reached the point of
qualitative collapse. And in most of
the advanced capitalist countries, as
we have seen, the biggest shifts have
been to the right.

Radicalisni has been re-defined
as the business of handing out bits
of patronage and power to various
badly-off groups. This concept of
the ‘enabling’ state, ‘empowering’
people, can be made to sound like a
fresh alternative to welfare state-
capitalism. In fact it s deeply elitist
and manipulative, ind it necessarily
substitutes piecemeal interest-group
lobbying for reform in place of col-
lective working class action for
change.

But there are other current and
possibilities besides a drift to the
right. The focus on women’s, black
and lesbian/gay demands, even if it
is used cynically, has some progres-
sive content. The soft left’s stress
on a European dimension may be
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used to beat down traditional left
programmes in favour of closer
accommodation to capitalism, but
it also educates the movement in
important realities.

In future struggles the positive
tendencies, at present very subsid-
iary, could come to the fore in a
rapid radicalisation.

And in some Third World coun-
tires the shift away from 1945
socialism® is to the left. It is a shift
away from subordination to nation-
alism and populism, towards inde-
pendent working class politics. The
Brazilian Workers’ Party and the
non-racial trade unions in South
Africa are the best examples.

As in the late 19th century the
German labour movement rose on
the shoulders of the English and
French, and in the early 20th cen-
tury the Russian on the shoulders
of the ‘German, so in the late 20th
century some Third World labour
movements have picked up on the
best ideas of the metropolitan
labour movements and gone out in
front.

‘1945 socialism’ was never our
socialism, and its eclipse is not our
eclipse. Marxism never advocated a
national command economy, with
more or less of parliamentary con-
trol, as our alternative to capital-
ism. Many things are essential to
working class socialism which
appear little or not at all in ‘1945
socialism’.

*The socialisation of housework
and the liberation of women.

*A radical reduction of the
working week and a great expan-
sion of education.

*Not only workers’ control in
the workplaces, but the revolution-
ary dismantling of the present state
machine and its replacement by a
democracy of workers’ councils,
based on delegates recallable at any
time, no official secrecy and no
bureaucratic privileges.

*International integration, going
forward from what has been achi-
eved by capitalism rather than
backwards to -isolated national
economies.

Public ownership is essential to
our socialism, as much if not more
as to ‘1945 socialism’ — but in the
sense defined by Poland’s ‘Workers’
Opposition’.

“The indispensable precondition
for the liberation of the working
class is for it to lay the economic
foundations of its liberty, that is,
the socialisation . . . in the frame-
work of a system of workers’ self-
management, of the means of pro-
duction that are today statised. It
is in this way that the working class
will obtain the material guarantee
of realising its interests, as well as
the legitimate interests of the other
groups in society.

“The aim of the revolutionary
workers’ movement, flowing from
the essence of the social relations

against which it rebels, is not the .

reprivatisation of state property or
giving it autonomy but to genuine-
ly socialise it™.

THE WOI

CAPITALIS

The eclipse of the traditional
ideology of the post-1945 labour
movement does, however, mean
that British Labour’s leaders have
no idea of what to do about mass
unemployment except to try to
jolly along capitalism into a little
expansion.

Kinnock’s and Hattersley’s own
statements (analysed in a section
to follow next week) confirm that.

And prospects for a Kinnock
Labour government — let alone a
coalition or a re-elected Tory
administration — are all the worse
because it may come to office in
the midst of a new world slump.

In 1979 the combination of US
government measures to keep the
dollar’s exchange rate up with the
big rise in oil prices after the Iran-
ian revolution pushed the US, and
then the world, into a recssion. It
was a more all-embracing recession
than any before. It hit Eastern
Europe, tied into the -capitalist
world by trade and finance. After
1982 it pushed much of the Third
World into a debt crisis caused by
the drying up of their export mar-
kets, a rise in interest rates, and a
tightening of credit.

For four years the major capit-
alist governments chose to ‘sweat
it out’.. A revival of sorts started
in 1983, pulled along by huge US
government budget and trade defi-
cits. In late 1985 industrial produc-
tion levelled off, and it looked as
if the revival was over (before it
had even begun in some Third
World countries). :

Now dominant bourgeois econ-
omic opinion is that the big drop in
oil prices will revive the revival,
creating a new upturn over the next
couple of years. There is some logic
in this argument. The drop in oil
prices transfers income from oil-
state governments who save a lot of
it to Western consumers and capit-
alists, who spend much more of it.
It therefore boosts world demand.

However, it may not be as
simple as that. For capitalism to
prosper, enormous complex chains
of transactions have to mesh to-
gether exactly., A crisis can be
caused by the breaking of just one
sufficiently important link in the
chain.

Suppose, for example, a low oil
price makes Mexico and Nigeria
default on their debts. That could
ruin some of London’s or New
York’s big banks. Those banks’
creditors are hit in turn. Interna-
tional investors decide to pull their
funds out of London, or New York.
Panic spreads . . .

For certain there are a lot of
unstable structures ready to be
toppled by any major panic.

The relatively stable and steady
expansion of the world economy
up to the late *60s was based on the
dollar as the medium of world
trade, backed up by the huge econ-
omic power of the US. That system
collapsed in 1968-71 under the
pressure of the huge flow of dollars
out of the US, accentuated by the
Vietnam war. The US stopped guar-
anteeing the dollar with gold and
fixed exchange rates between
currencies were abandoned.

The hard nuts-and-bolts econom-
ic basis of the old system had faded
away. The US was still by far the
world’s biggest economy, but it no
longer had its former absolute
dominance. By the early '70s it
had been overtaken by West Ger-
many as a manufacturing exporter;
by the early ’80s by Japan. Its pro-

Because of pressure on space this
week we have had to hold over the
third instalment of John O’Mahony’s
series on ‘The Left, Israel, and
Anti-Semitism’.
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The floor at the Chicago Money Market

ductivity advantage over other
countries has decreased to prac-
tically nothing.

So from the early ’70s the world
financial system has been, as it
were, suspended in mid-air. Could
it collapse into warring national
siege economies like the 1930s?
Nothing guarantees that it could
not. But in fact the pressures to
protectionism have largely been
resisted. Even in the late '70s the
Tokyo round of negotiations was
able to reduce tariffs world-wide. In
the 1980s non-tariff barriers —
quotas and others — have increased,
especially against Third World
exports; but still, on the whole,
world trade has grown faster than
output.

Along with it has gone a mush-
room growth of world trade in
money-capital. This was first set
going by the outflow of dollars
from the US (especially during the
Vietnam war) and then boosted by
the vast operation of ‘recycling’
the new income of the oil states
after 1973 through the wor'd econ-
omy. :

Trillion

The ‘Economist’ (5.10.85) sum-
marises: ‘““The volume of private
capital movements has grown mas-
sively since the mid-1960s. One
rough guide — gross Eurocurrency
deposits [i.e. deposits of dollars,
and now increasingly other cur-
rencies like yen, in European,
mainly London, banks] — shows
an increase from around $100
billion in the late 1960s to $595
billion in 1975, $1.6 trillion in
1980 and about $2.4 trillion today

“The changes to the [post-
1945] system can be distilled into
two points. First, there is no longer
any form of policy coordination,
the de facto method of America-
as-leader having lapsed. Second,
capital mobility has transformed
the monetary system, turning it

from a series of official negotiated
agreements into a 24-hour private,
global market”.

And today that market is
expanding fantastically on an
almost entirely unregulated, specu-
lative basis. Foreign exchange trad-
ing was estimated at $150 billion
per day in 1984 — double what it
was in 1979, The international mar-
ket in loans and bonds doubled
between 1980 and 1985.

New technology in computing
and telecommunications has helped
the expansion, making instant
world-wide trading possible round
the clock. A snowball process of
scrapping exchange controls and
market regulations has also helped
it. Different centres — London,
New York, Tokyo, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Frankfurt, Zurich are
the main ones — compete to pro-
vide the slickest, most free market.
No one national government can
control this: if it tried it would
quickly be overwhelmed by the
size, speed, scope and inventiveness
of the market. At best it could only
pull its own financiers out of the
profitable mainstream.

The market is huge. The total
gold and foreign currency reserves
of the United States would cover
maybe one day’s world foreign
exchange trading, and four to five
months’ trading on the capital
markets.

The market is inventive. After
1973 there was a vast growth of
commercial bank lending. The
Third World debt crisis knocked
that on the head. So the markets
have turned at great speed to alter-
native methods, especially inter-
national bonds — the virtue of
which is that they can be readily
bought and sold.

It is with this new expansion of
international credit as it is with the
credit system within capitalism
generally. It creates more flexibil-
ity; but, as the spiral of paper trans-

actions moves further and further
away from the real productive pro-
cess, it creates more potential crisis
points.

Domestic bond markets have
also expanded, especially in the
United States. ““A nightmare just
waiting to happen”, according to
one Wall Street operator, has been
created by the rise of ‘junk bonds’.
These are bonds with a dubious
backing in real assets, but offering
high yields, often used to finance
predatory take-over bids. By 1985
$18 billion of a total $93 billion
corporate bonds issued in the US
were classed as ‘junk bonds’.

Dollar

The most obvious weak point in
the international system is the posi-

The world’s market pl
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tion of the dollar. The dilemma,
briefly, is this: the dollar has to be
kept at a reasonably high exchange
rate in order to make capitalists
confident about holding dollars and
thus preserve the dollar as the
medium of world trade. To do that
the US government has to main-
tain relatively high interest rates
and tight credit. But such policies
tend to depress production and
consumption in the US — thus
depressing the whole world, and
also ultimately undermining the
dollar.

To make it more complicated,
credit and interest rates are not that
easy to manipulate, especially in
today’s global markets, and their
effects are uncertain. Up to Febru-
ary 1985 the dollar remained (on
most experts’ reckoning) unaccoun-
tably high. Would it come down
with a bang? In the event it has slid
relatively slowly since February
1985. Has the danger of a ‘crash-
landing’ gone? No-one knows.

The frantic activity in the inter-
national money system is also com-
bined with shifts in world indus-
trial and commercial capital of
great historic significance. Relative-
ly high rates of business investment
have introduced new iechnology
fast; and the geographical balance
of the world economy has changed.

After some four centuries in
which the Atlantic and its cities
— Antwerp, Amsterdam, London,
New York — dominated, the centre
of the world economy is rapidly
shifting to the Pacific. Cross-Pacific
trade is now bigger than cross-
Atlantic. The world’s most dynamic
economies are Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan, and the west coast of the
USA. California — with 25% to
30% of all the US’s high-tech
employment — and Japan are the
main centres of the most advanced
technology.

Pacific

Since 1982 the US has been
running a vast trade deficit bal-
anced by a vast influx of foreign
capital, mainly from Japan and
Britain. Within a few years the US,
which was the world’s biggest cre-
ditor country, has become the
world’s _ biggest - debtor. Japan,
which exported very little capital
until the 1970s, has become the
world’s biggest creditor.

The reopening of China to the
world economy, despite all its hesi-
tations and blunders, reinforces the

ACe sales of state assets

M HOLLAND

airline

historic shift to the Pacific
- Such shifts mean a
cline of the old Atlan
though there are c¢
twists and turns an
dencies on the way.
mental restructuring o
economy. And capitalism ¥
can restructure itself only through
crisis.

It, or rather when, a new slump
comes, it will hit hard in Britain,
where North Sea oil income is now
declining. It is not quite true, as
Labour politicians say, that Tory
policies have simply ‘wasted’ all the
oil cash. In effect the North Sea
bonanza has financed a huge build-
up of British capital’s overseas
assets. Britain now has a bigger
inflow of profits, interest and divi-
dends from abroad than any other
country. From a capitalist point of
view this is no ‘waste’. But for sure
it will provide little cushion in a
new slump to Britain’s working
class.

The suffering of British workers
will, however, be tiny compared to
the consequences in the Third
World. The debt crisis has been
kept on the simmer, and no worse,
thanks to the upturn in the US and
other advanced countries which has
allowed Third World countries to
expand their exports. But the debt
burden has been stabilised rather
than reduced. A new international
downturn will reopen the debt
crisis with double force.

Already Third World workers
and peasants are suffering mass job
cuts, wage reductions and price
rises so that the banks can get their
slice. The people of Latin America
are going through their worst attack
on living standards-since the Span-
ish conguest in the 16th century.
A new crisis will mean worse again.

International~ prices of raw
“materials have risen very little dur-
ing the small upturn. Indeed in tin
the international market just coll-
apsed last year. The low prices for
raw materials mean terrible agonies
in the less developed Third World
countries which depend on exports
of those materials; in several coun-
tries of Africa this problem has
combined with drought and/or war
disruption to create mass starva-
tion. All this will become even
worse in a new downturn. In many
Third World countries, surely, the
workers and peasants will no longer
peacefully agree to starve to feed
the bankers’ profits.
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Big privatisation programmes have also been pushed through in Bangladesh, Pakistan, and China
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By Les Hearn

he medical profession has
equently stated that “pro-
iscuous’” women are more
xely to get cervical cancer
ancer of the neck of the

omb). In saying this, male’

edical “experts” have
snored the evidence linking
ervical cancer with the num-
= of previous sex partners

the male or even with his
ccupation.

The result has been that
omen suffering from this
ajor illness have been made

' feel that their disease is
omehow their fault,

Now, however, evidence is
vailable showing that womien
vho have had only one part-
er have a greater chance of
:etting cervical cancer where
heir partner has had many
revious partners.

A study on Mexican
ouples in San Francisco
fhows that cervical cancer is
nore likely in women whose
wusbands have had at least
“wenty previous partners, It
was also more likely where
he husband was a heavy
moker.

It has been suspected for
| ome time that cervical can-
er may be partly caused by
. virus, transmitted during
ex. If true, it could be that
‘he virus is passed around
»etween “promiscuous’ men,
rerhaps by visiting the same
srostitutes (who also have a
|\ migh rate of cervical cancer),
| :nd then given to their wives,

Chemicals

Other cases of cervical can-
cer seem to be caused by
hemicals picked up by the
nale from his work or from
moking and introduced into
ae female via his penis.

Little research seems to
:ave been done in this direc-
on. At any rate, though,
fe role of the male in this

\isease is starting to be recog-
msed.
Info: New Scientist.

sMOKESCREEN

he smoking industry have
ast funded a campaign sup-
sosedly aimed at stopping
choolchildren asking shop-
ceepers to sell them cancer-

Donald Gould, a retired
Zoctor who writes with
sassion on health matters in
New Scientist, makes some
zlling points on this “public
piritedness” in his latest
article.

The basic problem for the
sobacco barons is that adults
are slowly realising the health
msks of smoking and are
=wing up. In addition, few
se=ople who are non-smokers
&t the age of 20 go on to take
=p the weed.

Therefore, it is essential to
2=t at the under-20s to
replenish the dwindling sup-
oiv of lucrative slow-motion
smacides.

Market research was per-
: { Brown and

I’ 5 =

Promiscuity
and cervical
cancer

‘Science

recruiting young smokers. In
1982, the Times published
extracts from the advice
given,

B&W were told that “for
the young starter, a cigarette
is associated with introduc-
tion to sex life, with court-
ship, with smoking ‘pot”
and keeping late study
hours.” They were advised to
present cigarettes to young
people as “part of the illicit
pleasure category™ and “one
of the few initiations into
the adult world”.

Summary

In summary, B&W were
told: “To the best of your
ability  (considering some
legal restraints) relate the
cigarette to ‘“pot”, wine,
beer, sex, etc. Don’t com-
municate health or health-
related points.”

Donald Gould emphasises
the suggestion that cigarettes
be presented as ‘“‘part of the
illicit pleasure category™ and
asks what could achieve this
better than a flood of eye-
catching posters forbidding
children asking for them.

He points out that soon
every child will be confronted
with this message every time
they go to a newsagent or
corner shop, to buy sweets,
soft drinks, comics, etc.

And to what end? Gould
thinks every child - must
already be aware of the legal
situation on cigarette sales.
This constant reminder of the
presence of something for-
bidden can only have the
effect of presenting cigarettes
to young people as part of
the illicit pleasure category.

SPONSOR A SCIENTIST

I am cycling 60 miles on May
3 and running 10 km (6%
miles) on May 18.

The cycle ride is actually
organised by Bike Events for
the Nicaragua Solidarity Cam-
paign. I am collecting spen-
sorships for the NSC but
would like SO supporters to
sponsor me per mile for SO as
well as for NSC (half each,
for example).

As for the run, [ am a very
slow runner and have never
done 10 km before. At my
current long distance best
speed, I should do it in 55
mmuies. | suggest sponsor-
shp of so much per minute
under the hour.
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" Moore aka Chris Moore and Chris Dean looks round and tries to suss out his direction

NO SELL OUT?

Bryan Edmunds goes in
search of revolutionary
entertainment and returns
home somewhat dis-
appointed.

Eight SWP paper sellers stand
conspicuously and a little
self-consciously as we pass
by. Half-a-dozen are back
again as we leave. In between

. no, it wasn’t Tony CLiff
exhorting us to get organised
— but a “Redskins” gig! And
an expensive one at that at
£4 .50 (and no concessions) in
a rundown district of Birm-
ingham.

For those of you who have
never heard of the “Red-
skins™; well, they’re a three-
piece (guitar/vocals, bass and
drums) combo, short-haired,
male members of the SWP,
who have been gigging regul-
arly for about two years or
so with a couple of singles
and a newly-release debut
album to their name.

Disappointing

Better than a T. CIliff
meeting you might think?
Well, disappointingly and un-
fortunately not!

Heavily influenced by ’60s
sould and R’n’B, they played
a set of fast songs from their
albums together with one of
their singles “Kick Over the
Statues™ (though I would
have preferred “Keep On
Keeping On” which was relea-
sed during the miners’ strike
and full of anger and fury),
and some cover versions,
including perhaps the stron-
gest of the night — “Com-
plete Control™, that 1977
classic from the Clash with

its attack on capitalism’s
powerful, pervasive, anti-
democratic hold on the
underdogs, “us”, of class
society.

To be fair the vocal mix
was atrocious, with the aud-
ience hardly able to make
out the lyrics and catching
only a few snatched words

inbetween songs by Chris
Dean, the band’s singer/
spokesperson.

“Gorbachev is a bastard,
Thatcher is a bastard, Kin-
nock is a bastard: That’s why
this tour’s called ‘Neither
Washington nor Moscow™.
(Incidentally that is also the
titel of the album and per-
haps familiar to us all from
somewhere else?).

That, together with a few
“effing this” and effing that”
as songs were . introduced,
an SWP guy getting up on
stage to announce a local
meeting: “If you want to get
rid of the effing Tories then

come to our next meeting —
Whose Law and Order?”,
was basically the gig.

I’d hoped for and expec-
ted much better from this
band of active revolutionaries
who for sure put out a lot of
anger and at times energy in
their songs, drummed compe-
tently and strongly but with
guitar and bass occasionally
losing eachother on this
occasion; but where was the
sussed-out direction to all of
this? Nothing but basic anti-
Tory cliches and the super-
ficial international socialism
type slogans — seemingly very
radical sounding but in reality

catch-all liberal aphorisms.
The audience? A couple of
hundred: youngish SWP .
members, students, a few
locals, almost entirely white,
a little dancing at the front —
going through the motions it
looked like by a generally
passive crowd.
. Perthaps 1 should have
known better when [ saw the
front page headline of Social-
ist Worker that night (Ful-
ham by-election  night):
“Time to Rejoice?” Is that
what you call relating to
workers in struggle? About as
inspiring as the gig, I'm
afraid.

This album is a celebration of
the miners’ strike. Celebra-
tion may seem like an odd
word to use in connection
with a fight that ended in
defeat but it is the only word
that can describe the mood
of optimism and pride runn-
ing through the album. Inspir-
ed by Northumberland and
Durham  Miners Support
Group, the record has been
very professionally produced
by Consett Music Project —a
group set up after the closure
of Consett Steelworks which
effectively decimated the
local community.

Music

What about the music
itself? Well the title track
“Heroes” by Alan Hull of
‘Lindisfarne’ fame fairly races
along but I'm not sure that
the song ‘Heroes’ on side two
by Robbie Burns (local folk
singer) isn‘t at least as good.

Billy Bragg's name seems
to appear in every current list
of credits for music events
connected with the labour

movement. Is he in danger of

Heroes is an album of music
from and about the 1984/5
miners’ strike. The music of
Heroes formed the basis of a
concert at the Albert Hall on
March 2 as part of the launch
for the National Justice for
Mineworkers Campaign and
billed as ‘Songs of struggle for
the working class’.

Tony Serjeant reviews the
album for Socialist Organiser.

overexposure? He doesn’t
seem to think so because here
he is again, this time with
the Pattersons and a version
of the old syndicalist song
“Power in a Union”,

Not to be outdone the
Flying Pickets wade in with
some A Capella and more
A Capella is harmonised by
Tyneside-based “Workey
Tickets”. Thoughtful mom-
ents are provided by Jock
Purdon’s pit poetry while in
contrast “PC 1150” (the
modern-day Laughing Police-

ES

man . who's actually in the
SAS) is well performed by
local comedian Mike Elliot.

Highlights

But the real highlights of
this album | reckon come
from Mal Finch (anarchist
feminist), firstly with “The
Real World” (side 1) then
with “Here We Go (for the
women of the working class”’)
— an incredibly moving song
sung with intense conviction.
Anyone who hasn‘t heard it
yet should buy this album
and play "“Here We Go”
when an antidote is needed
for demoralisation.

There’s more but the last
word should go to the Dur-
ham Women's Support Group
and on the album it does.
Well, who else could provide
the backing chorus to the:
final track “They’ll Never
Beat the Miners"'?

All money made from the

-sale of “Heroes” (cost £5)

goes to the sacked miners,
Enquiries ¢/o Anne Suddick,
26 The Avenue, Durham
City.
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INDUSTRIA

By lan McCalman

The people appointed by the
Scottish Secretary of State, Mal-
colm Rifkind, to the Committee
of Inquiry into Scottish teachers’
pay can only intensify teachers’
fears as to its outcome.

The five members include an
anti-strike headteacher, a retiring
official from Lothian Regional
Council, notorious for its anti-
teacher attitudes, a retired chair-
man of Boots the Chemists and a
member of the board of directors
of William Low and Son, a com-
pany which insists on selling
South African produce.

. Clearly teachers must be on
their guard. The best way to pre-
pare is by maintaining the present
curriculum development boycott
and work to contract, paying the
monthly levy and preparing for
renewed strike action in the event
of the inquiry’s recommendations
proving unacceptable.

These are the official policies
of the main Scottish teachers’
union, the EIS and we must
ensure that they are enforced.

Twice over the past two years
there were opportunities for the
EIS, which commands the sup-
port of 80% of Scottish teachers,
to move away from the demand
for an Independent Pay Review
and go for a straight claim.

In April 1985 supporters of
Campaign for a Fighting Union
(CAFU) moved at Council for a
15% interim claim and were
defeated. In February of this year
we arged for a 30% two year deal
and secured the votes of a third of
Council members.

But the majority of the leader-
ship and membership were not to
be deflected from the Review
position.

Rifkind, anxious to avoid dis-
ruption of the SCE exams and
eager to recoup Tory fortunes in
Scotland, cleverly took the initia-
tive after two years disruption in
the schools and announced a
Committee of Inquiry. The terms
of the Inquiry were, however,
clearly loaded with specific refer-
ence in the remit to teachers’ con-

CPSA
after
Graham

By Mike Grayson

Activists in the CPSA, the largest
of the civil service unions, are still
reeling (in stunned joy) from the

General Secretary Alistair Graham
that he will be leaving the union
in mid-July. He is to take over.the
directorship ‘of the Industrial
Society; a not-very-influential
talking shop for class collabora-
tion between bosses and workers.

In a gesture that must have
touched the hearts of all who read
it, Graham sent out a letter to
every Branch and Sub-Branch Sec-
retary in CPSA giving details of
his impending departure. “I have
always been concerned,” he de-
clares, “to find the common
ground between both sides of
industry”, :

Though he states the obvious,
there may be a few jaded cynics
who might wonder what someone
with this atittude was doing as
leader of a trade union. There
may also be a tiny minority of
‘callow idealists who actually
believe that a union general secre-
tary ought to be concerned with
'his members’ interests, instead of

‘hunting for non-existent “com-
mon ground”,
But surely no-one will

begrudge him*his good fortune in
landing a _job . that renortedly
carries a £50,000 pay slip with
it. This is a meagure 100%
increase on the miserable pittance
he currently has doled out to him

members he represents — most of
them on less than £7,000 p.a. and
some on less than £4,000 — will

recent shock announcement by’

as CPSATs General Secretary. The

be overjoyed at his good fortune.

tracts of employment and to cash
limits on any recommendations.

When these terms were
announced on Thursday 6 March
the majority of the National
Executive of the EIS appeared to
reject them as unacceptable. Yet
within 24 hours they unanimous-
ly voted to give evidence to the
Inquiry.

What had happened in the
course of that Friday to change
their position? The reason given
was that Rifkind had clarified his
position to negotiators and re-
moved misgivings, especially on
the cash limits isue. Actually,
when seen in cold print, his “con-
cessions” amount to very little.

What did sway the Executive
was the barrage of “congratula-
tions” on “the teachers® victory™
in the media and from trade
union and Labour leaders, such as
Donald Dewar.

On top of this was the consid-
eration that a wages offer would
obviously soon follow acceptance
of participation in the Inquiry.
Scottish teachers had campaigned
for two years and foregone an
inciease for 1985/6. Would they
have been willing to have gone
into a third year of campaigning
without an increase for 1986/77

That was a course which the
Executive was not willing to risk
taking,

Certainly rejection of the
Inquiry and the subsequent offer
of almost 15% (7% from April
1985, 2% from January 1986 and
5% from April 1986) would have
presented the union with
immense difficulties in carrying
the membership with them. Yet it
was thc course that they should
have taken, arguing hard for non-
participation in the Inquiry on
the grounds of its loaded terms of
reference.

Norman Bissell, a leading fig-
ure in the EIS in Lanarkshire,
broke ranks and argued for a ‘No’
vote in the pay ballot. Three
other representatives of the
serious left on the Executive, all
CAFU supporters, decided to fol-
low the logic of their vote for par-
ticipation in the Inquiry and sup-

Seriously, of course, few will
lament the departure of this
wretched trash from the trade
union movement. Graham is to
decent trade unionism what
Benny Hill is to sophisticated
comedy.

The only regret is that CPSA
members themselves didn’t direct-
ly boot him out — though they
may well have done so if Graham
had stuck it out for a while longer
and put himself up for re-election.
(Senior full-time officers in CPSA
are elected every five years and
Graham’s term would have
expired in early 1987).

Only the union’s right wing
will be sorry to lose the guru of
New Realism: they have nobody
of equal status to stand as his
replacement.

The chosen one of the organ-
ised right is John Ellis, presently
the deputy general secretary. He
is more of a traditional right-
winger than the slick media-star
Graham and has been too over-
shadowed by Graham to make
much of a name for himself.

The Broad Left’s candidate
will be John Macreadie, who
joined CPSA in 1964 and has
been an official of the union since
1970. The candidate of the so-
called Broad Left *84 (Stalinists,
soft lefts and poseurs) is not yet
certain but is likely to be
Geoff Lewtas, a full time offi-
cial in the DHSS section.

Despite criticisms Socialist
Organiser would make of the poli-
tics of Militant, who are the dom-
inant group within the Broad
Left, it is imperative that all activ-
ists support the Broad Left’s can-
didate and their slate in the forth-
coming elections for the National
Executive Committee.

Another year of right wing or
fake left domination on the NEC
would be a serious blow to a
union facing repeated attacks
from a Tory government that has
savaged staffing levels and held
down our pay.

Divisions within the right wing
in CPSA, and their demoralisation
at losing Alistair Graham, are
extra bonuses for the Broad Left’s:

campaign. We mpst ensure the

Iasgow teachers’ day of
Rick Matthews (IFL)

ported a “Yes’ recommendation in
the ballot. Other CAFU suppor-
ters disagreed and campaigned for
a negative result.

By then, however, the leader-
ship had created a momentum for
acceptance and there was an 89%
vote, despite the fact that the
settlement goes against the EIS
policy of putting more money on
the basic scales.

At the Special Council ineet-
ing of 21 March those on the left
arguing to pull out of the Inquiry
were overwhelmingly defeated.

Jimmy Ross, writing in Social-
ist Worker of 22 March, blames
the decision to participate in the
Inquiry on an undue emphasis
upcn winning public support for
the campaign, at the expense of
more strike action. That is cer-
tainly a fair criticism of thc cam-
paign.

Yet there are obviously differ-
ences between workers in an
industry who are trying to bring
the management to heel by halt-
ing production and teachers
whose actions can only hurt the

election, in May, of a fighting
socialist leadership for CPSA.

Drive
out
this
Nazi

Lewisham Reference Library
is being boycotted by library
workers following the walk-
out of a member of staff who
was “no longer prepared to
work with a nazi”.

Malcolm Skeggs, librarian
at the reference library in
Lewisham High Street, is
known to have once been a
member of the NF. Indeed he
twice stood for them as a
parliamentary candidate in
the 1970s. Since then he has
been given an informal verbal
warning for throwing away
race relations literature
before it had a chance to
reach the public and, more
recently, was sent on a racism
awareness course. Asked for
his comments on the course
he wrote an abusive letter
describing it as a waste of
time and money.

However, it has only
recently been discovered that
he is still politically active as
a fascist. When he left the NF
he helped form the BNP for
which he works as some sort
of publicity /information
officer at their office in
Forest Hill. It seems that of
late he has become a little
confused in attempting to
combine his. activity as a BNP.

Prepare for more action
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“consumers”, pupils and parents,
and whose strategy must involve
applying sufficient pressure on
the government to secure a settle-
ment. Certainly more discussion is
needed on the left as to the impli-
cations of these differences for
future industrial action for teach-
ers.

The other main strand of
Jimmy’s analysis is to claim that
the vote of the three CAFU sup-
porters on the Executive was
brought about by “the strategy
of many on the left of concentra-
ting on winning positions on im-
portant committees.”

Yet Jimmy is well aware that
CAFU supporters have never negl-
ected building a base at school
level through holding reps’ posi-
tions, organising local reps’ meet-
ings and openly campaigning for
intensified strike action and on
wider issues such as South Africa,
the miners’ strike, gender equality
etc.

Over the years since 1982 we
have tried to combine this with a
principled and open fight for posi-

member with his role as a
reference librarian working
for a council ““‘committed” to
a policy of equal opportuni-
ties. Fascist literature and
letters from the likes of John
Tyndall have been discovered
lying about among the more
usual bumph you would
expect to see on a librarian’s
desk. Furthermore he has
developed a tendency for dis-
appearing down to the post
office for 20 minutes at a
time. Following one of these
visits he was caught in the

act of making a photocopy .

from ‘Spearhead’. It was at
this point, on Friday 4 April
that the walk-out occured.
Fellow library workers gave
their support by deciding to
boycott the library and a dep-
artmental NALGO meeting
was called for Monday 7th.
This meeting gave its full
support tu the action taken
so far and called on all mem-
bers to join the boycott of

- Lewisham Reference Library.

Furthermore it was agreed
that Malcolm Skeggs should
be removed from his current
position and should not be
employed at any public
service point in the borough.

Later that week the
NALGO branch executive
met and pushed the matter
further, passing a motion call-
ing for his dismissal if the
charges made against him are
proven — he is due for a
disciplinary  hearing with
management on Thursday 17
April. It is unclear however
what the charges are but seem
likely to consist simply of
leaving the building during
work time and making per-
sonal photocopies at the
council’s expense — no men-
tion of his activity as a
fascist. :

tions at all levels in the union.

In the meantime Jimmy and
his comrades in the SWP chose to
withdraw from competition for

official positions in the union,

arguing that a *“downturn” in
industrial militancy necessitated
this course of action. Over the

past year they have, however,

reversed this course and now try

to become CAFU-endorsed candi-

dates.
This
drawn not in order to
points at the expense of the SWP
but to set the record straight in

order to make a correct assess-

ment of the situation. The effort
to achieve a " balance between

building a militant base at school/
factory/office level and securing
positions in the official structures
will remain a central dilemma for
socialists in the unions and one of

which we are well aware in
CAFU.

Clearly there are grave dangers
facing teachers throughout the
UK. Rifkind will te watching the
outcome of the ACAS talks as
regaras England and Wales in
determining the outcome in Scot-
land.

Pressures will be applied to the
Committee of Inquiry to ensure
that it comes up with an offer
which, in return for extra cash,

will tie teachers to compulsory,’

unpaid curricular  development
and other such changes sought by
government and local authority
management.

Those on the serious left who
voted to go to the Inquiry did so
for tactical reasons, believing that
we had to catch our breath so as
to fight again when the Inquiry
reports. Others on the Executive,
however, did so in order to per-
manently demobilise the cam-
paign. They will be prepared to
jump at whatever the Inquiry
offers and to sell it to the mem-
bership.

Activists in both the EIS and
the NUT will have their hands full
between now and September
warning and preparing teachers
for the prospect of renewed strike
action in the autumn.

library
will be

In any case
NALGO members

meeting again on Monday 21 -

April. Watch this space for
further developments.

Laings
fight on

Pickets of Laings London
Bridge site are continuing
daily from 7 am to 5.30 pm.
On Monday (14th) a delega-
tion of 50 from Southwark
Council DLO attended and
donated £250 to the Lock-
Out Committee.

More good news has since
come in. Pete ‘Judas’ Kavan-
agh, the TGWU building offi-
cial who has.tried to under-
mine support for the Laings
pickets has been forced to
resign amid allegations of
corruption.

background has been
score

BLOC

ONFERENCE

Saturday 19 April at 11.00 a.m.
Sheffield City Hall 7

£3 per delegate,.up to five delegates
per labour movement organisation

Morris
strike:
1 year
on

With the first a
start of the M
tory strike in s

ber and Allied T
(FTAT) has called 2
ing to discuss hew to step =p =
port for the strike.
| The dispute began = My
(last year when an -
imajority voted in f
jtrial action to win
recognition and re
39 hour working w
‘with the national agreem
‘minimum  conditions berwes
employers and the union in
furniture industry.

 On Friday 24 March 29 of t&
lworkforce clocked out after 3
[hours, refusing to work the adé
tional 2% hours demanded &
management. The following dz
all 29, including nine apprentice
were sacked.

Other workers who refused :
cross their picket lines were als
sacked.

Morris has taken a hard lin
in the dispute. The factory owne
has refused to meet ACAS or eve
|the secretary of the employer
|federation in the furniture indu
itry. Furniture has been importe
|from abroad and re-labelled 2
|“Morris™ in the Glasgow factor
lin order to maintain supplies t
furniture stores.

When the City Council orgar
|ised a civi reception for the Morr
Istrikers, management bussed th
'scabs down to the City Chambes
to picket the event and conducte:
la letter-writing campaign ‘in th
local press. Pickets have bee:
physically attacked by scabs out
side the factory.

The factory has been picketes
throughout the last eleves
| months. The strike has been de
clared official by FTAT from ths
outset. And, at least in terms o
financial support, the dispute ha
ibeen supported by the broade
'labour movement.

But Morris is still able to con
tinue with its operations. The
main problems in the dispute are

*Drivers, including TGWL
members, crossing picket lines tc
make deliveries to Morris’;

*The lack of support from
workers (in the TGWU) at ths
second Morris factory, in Camp
sie, near Lennoxtown;

*Morris” success in importing
furniture and wood through the
docks;

*The lack of impact of picket.
ing on the scabs, despite the per-
sistence and efforts of the pickets

It is such problems which will
need to be addressed at the FTAT
meeting if the strikers are finally
to win. And, clearly, the local
TGWU organisation has a central
role to play in ensuring such an
outcome.

*FTAT support meeting for
Morris strikers: 7.30pm, Thursday
10 April, McLellan Galleries, Sau-
chiehall St.

*FTAT demonstrations in sup-
port of the Morris strike: every
Friday, 4.15pm, Morris factory,
Milton St., Cowcaddens.

*Messages of support/dona-
tions to: FTAT, 46 Carlton Place,
Glasgow G5 9TQ. (Cheques pay-
able to “Morris Fund™).
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By Cate Murphy

There is a desperate need to
step up the action in the
battle against Rupert Mur-
doch.

The numbers on the mass
pickets are dwindling. Two
weeks ago something like
20000 marched to Fortress
Wapping. Last  Saturday
(12th) less than 2,000 joined
the picket.

A lot of striking printers
think that a sell out may be
lboming as Dean and Dubbins
nue to ‘look into’ Mur-

d s offer of the Grays Inn
Road print plant.

Paper

As Socialist Organiser argued
2st week, contrary to what Dean
znd Dubbins may think, there is

> way that Murdoch’s-offer plus
=dundancy payments can be con-
ered a reasonable settlement to
s dispute. Any projected labour
wovement paper is likely to
mploy no more than a thousand,
zaving the other 4,500 News
International strikers on the dole.
iz could well have some of the
worst conditions and working
practices in the entire national
mewspaper industry — the print-
ers would be continually asked to
make sacrifices for ‘our’ paper
znd you could bet that Tony and
grenda would be among those
asking for the sacrifices.

Even worse, a labour move-
ment paper plus compensation
would provide no solution to the
cenmtral issues of this strike — jobs
znd union organisation.

To allow Murdoch to get away
with completely de-unionising
News International would be a
defeat for the print unions on an
=wen larger scale than the defeat
fered by the NGA at Warring-

it is towards just such a defeat
that Dean and Dubbins appear to
be steering the strike.

The only way to prevent this
from happening is for rank and

file printers to take control of this

Picket at Wapping. Photo: Stefano Cag

strike, and link it to an industry-
wide fightback against the bosses’
offensive,

*There nccds to be a renewed
drive to get printers and other
trade unionists . down to the
Wapping picket.

Face to face

*SUGA [ .oembers in distri-
bution, and other sectors of the
print outside London need to
hear from the sacked printers face
to face. At the moment officials
are playing on the fear of victimi-
sation as a way of holding back
solidarity action. Rank and file
strikers getting round to every
distribution depot and workplace
could change that situation.

*Murdoch’s attack needs to be
linked to attacks at the Express,
the Mirror, the Daily Record and
in the provincial press, and to
those coming up in the rest of
Fleet Street. The way to do that
is to pull out the whole of the
national newspaper industry.

TIME TO STEP
UPTHE AGTION

i, IFL.

Vote
Labour

MAY8*

UJEXPEL

APPING
CABS!

Delegates at the NUJ's annual
delegate meeting which started
today (Tuesday, 15th) will be dis-
cussing whether or not the union
should discipline the 600 or so
NUJ members scabbing at
Wapping.

The executive have shown

YOUR LOCAL SUPPORT GROUP

enham

3 5670/670 4647

where they stand on this issue by
voting not to proceed with disci-
plinary action but simply to keep
the matter on the table.

The scabs who now look set to
sign a legally binding no strike
deal with Murdoch should be
expelled and the issues raised
by the News International dispute
seriously discussed. The NUJ
must make a firm commitment to
discipline any member crossing
printers’ picket lines.

As it stands there are no reso-
lutions dealing with the spate of
sackings that have hit the national
and provincial press or attacks on
the four day week at the Daily
Record or the Manchester Even-
ing News.

These issues must be taken up
and linked to the need for unity
in action with the print unions
against the bosses’ offensive. NUJ
general secretary Conroy’s ‘do
nothing’ approach can only lead
to worsening conditions and job
losses for journalists.

Local Group

Target

So far Per cent

ermmgham 100 65.00 65%
‘Aberdeen 20 46.00 230%- ,
; Oxford : 40 40.00 100%

Canterbury 90 43.00 48%
Southampton 60 16.00 27%

Leeds 60

Central/General 5000 1574.80 31%

Total 15000 9628.72 64%

108 miles

for SO

“I’'m sending a cheque for

£30”, writes Nigel Bodman
from Manchester, “which is
some of the sponsorship

money our cycle ride has

raised”. Nigel and another
Manchester comrade, Andy
Barrett, cycled round the

boundary of Greater Man-
chester Council on abolition
day, 1 April. It took them
nine hours, at an average
speed of 12 miles an hour.
“So far”, Nigel writes,
“money is slowing coming
in — the local election cam-

paign has meant that there
are no meetings to catch
people at. Hopefully we will
have more next weekend”.

Les Hearn, author of our
Science Column, is cycling
60 miles on 3 May and
running 10 km (6% miles)
on 18 May, and asking for
‘sponsors (so much per mile
for the cycling, and so much
per minute under one hour
for the run). See the Science
Column on page 10 for
details.

Thanks for other dona-
tions this week to: Dave
Spencer (Ollerton) £1; Glas-
gow readers £4; Tunbridge
Wells £1.60; Sarah Cotterill
£5.65; Manchester drinks levy
47.75; Stoke North readers
£30; Shepton Mallet reader

£6; East London readers
£16.99; Alan Johnson
£75.30.

Send contributions to SO,
PO Box 823, London SE15
4NA.
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