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LIVERPOOL City Council
shop stewards have voted to
strike if any councillor is
surcharged or disqualified.

After three months of
phoney war over the Rates
Act, their council is square-
ly confronting the Tories. On
June 14 Liverpool City Coun-
cil set a budget with no cuts
and a 9 per cent rate rise.
It will balance if the govern-
ment grants Liverpool an
extra £30 million and with-
draws £88 million penalties
— but not otherwise.

The District Auditor has
already written to Liverpool
councillors threatening them
with £2,165 surcharge
apiece, just for not setting a
rate until June 14. Further
threats are sure to follow.

Surcharge

Lambeth councillors, In
London, have also received
threats of surcharge of some
£3,967 each. As we go to
press, Lambeth is the only
council still standing by
the ‘set no rate’ tactic ini-
tially adopted by most rate-
capped councils. On June 22
councillor Mike Bright

“resigned, destroying the nar-

row majority for ‘no rate’ in
Lambeth, so a rate may be

0ol

L

Brecon

Lambeth:

By Mick O’Sullivan

(London Bridge, in personal capacity)

set at the council meeting
on July 3.
The surcharge proceed-

ings could still go ahead.

And if Lambeth’s ‘no rate’
stand holds, further penal-
ties will follow there too.

In Edinburgh’the Labour
District Council has had a
£7 million rate support grant
payment due on July 1 block-
ed. In Scotland rate-capping
has already been law for
some vyears, and Edin-
burgh’s crime, in the Tory
book, is to defy instructions
to reduce its rates and to cut
the amount taken from rate
income for housing improve-
ments and for maintaining
its rent freeze.

Edinburgh council could
be found guilty of contempt
of court.

The pressures on the coun-
cillors everywhere are great.
Any surcharge over £2000
means automatic disqualifi-
cation from public office.

The Tories’ tactics, so far
as can be seen, are to drag
things out as much as pos-
sible. Thanks to the coward-

ice of Labour councillors
elsewhere than in the three
rebel authorities, they have
succeeded so far: the stand
by Liverpool, Edinburgh and
Lambeth would be much
more powerful were it not
that it appears as the tail-
end of a movement which
started with some 16 council
leaderships promising to
defy the government by not
setting arate.

Now appeals against the
surcharges are likely to come
up in the High Court in the
autumn. Liverpool and Lam-
beth may run out of cash if
the Tories stop payment of
central government grant or
the banks stop their credit;
but the government can con-
trol the timing of that crisis,

100.

Nerve

If the councils keep their
nerve, they canwin.

Even the sham ‘no rate’
policy aroused a powerful
movement among council
workers. In London local

.=
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authority shop stewards

organised across unions anc

across boroughs for the first
time, in the London Bridge
committee.

Everywhere, council un-
ions have been the strofges
part of the resistance.

E

Impossible

If the councils stand firm,
then eventually — one way
or another — the Tories will
have to try to take over the
running of major local auth-
orities in the face of indust-
rial action and defiance by
the workforce. Tenants and
community groups can alsa
be mobilised to make the
prospect of such a take-over
impossible for the Tories.

Support the rebel coun-
cils; commit the unions to
industrial action in the event
of any surcharge, disqualifi-
cation, or attempted Tory
takeover of local authorities;
fight to get other Labour
councils to stop debt pay-
ments to the City in the event
of the defiant authorities
being penalised.

e More on the local gbvern-
ment battles: page 2.



Liverpool heads

for the crunch

THE LABOUR Party national
executive on June 26 voted
unanimously to support Lam-
beth, Liverpool, and Edinburgh
councils.

It called for contributions to a
fund for the legal costs of coun-
cillors appealing against sur-
charges.

But a proposal by Eric Heffer
and Dennis Skinner to spell out
active support for the councils’
icampaigns was defeated by 18
votes to 8. According to the Fin-
ancial Times (June 15), Neil
Kinnock wrote last month to
Lambeth councillors ‘‘warning
them of the consequences if they
go ahead with their defiance of
the government’’.

This would fit in with Kin-
nock’s speech
when he undermined councils’
plans for defiance by declaring
that they should stay legal, and
in office, at all costs. ‘‘Better a
dented shield than no shield at
all”’.

Liverpool, however, is by all
evidence beyond the stage of
gestures and warnings. Other
councils have adopted fudged

“deficit’ budgets this year, rely-
ing on the usual shortfalls of
spending below budget plans to
see them through. Liverpool’s
budget, however, leaves a gap
of £117 million between income
end expenditure — too big for
any fudging.

Liverpool may win an appeal
against the current surcharge
proceedings — which are to do
with its failure to set a rate
earlier, not the rate it set — but
a confrontation is inevitable,
either through legal action or
through the banks cutting the
pouncil’s credit.

The council leadership, in
which ‘Militant’ is influential,
nitially suggested a budget with
2 20% rate rise which might just
have made fudging-through pos-
sible. But the council unions
nsisted on a clear-cut fight
against the government.

- So far this year Liverpool has
ot organised the sort of mass
;ampaign which it conducted
quite effectively up to May last
jear. But — despite growing
riticisms of the ‘Militant’ line
n Liverpool Labour Parties and
rade unions — there is little
Joubt that the local labour
novement will rally to the coun-
Ell against the Tories.

. The Tories’ apparent desire
D string out the issue as long as
Jossible leaves time for a con-
iderable campaign to be gen-
rrated

in February, _.

By Martin Thomas

Meanwhile the first announ-
cements about next year’s rate-
capping are due this month, and
discussions about Labour’s re-
sponse are already beginning. A
serious effort to learn the
lessons of the fiasco of the ‘no
rate’ tactic is thus not just of

historical interest, but could
materially affect Liverpool,
Edinburgh and Lambeth.

‘No rate’ was a fudged, half-
hearted policy from the start.
The unspoken assumption was
that the Tories would be struck
all of a heap by councils not
setting a rate, and would hurry
along with concessions. The
whole issue could thus be re-
solved entirely by council-
chamber dramatics and negotia-
ting-table finesse, without any
need for mass action.

Left-wingers who asked what
Labour would do if the Tories
didn’t panic so easily were told
that we couldn’t tie our hands
tactically in advance. Meanwhile
under the banner of unity, ‘set
no rate’ was watered down into
‘defer setting a rate’.

Faced with councils prepar-
ed only to go (as Islington’s
Margaret Hodge put it) ‘‘right
up to the brink’’, the Tories of
course did not panic. And the
fudged unity quickly fell apart.

For next year, Labour must be
committed to a definite fighting
policy. If only a minority of
councils are willing to fight,
then that minority must take a
clear stand rather than sinking
itself into a muddy consensus.

Unbalanced budgets like
Liverpool’s are the best councit-
chamber tactic. But the most
important thing is the campaign
outside the council chambers.
Councillors must be tied into
joint campaigns with trade
unions, Labour Parties, tenants’
and community groups, with the
tactics democratically decided
rather than handed down by
council leaders, and with a defi-
nite perspective of mass action.

Greenwich Labour activists
have come up with the idea that

councils should be pressed to
postpone rate-making until after

- the May 1986 local government

elections. The idea is that the
rate decision can then be made
by the new Labour groups,
improved we hope by reselec-
tion, rather than by the old

ones which have failed this year.

It’s a good idea, but obvious-
ly secondary to the main ques-
tion of overall strategy.

Who are the terrorists?

THE ‘sweep’ on people sus-
pected of being involved in
an |IRA ‘seaside terror’
campaign has been a big
propaganda coup for the
police and the Tory govern-
ment. The trial of people
accused of trying to blow up
Tory leaders in Brighton last
year has come neatly in its
aftermath.

There is some doubt about
the authenticity of the
‘seaside terror’ campaign. It
would not, as Paul Johnson
has noted in the Guardian,
be in keeping with recent
Sinn Fein policy. Butit is
possible that the military
wing (or a section of it)
wants to show its independ-
ence from the politicos and
re-stress the primacy of

‘the armalite’ over ‘the ballot
box’.

Glasgow

The police operation
began with the arrest of five
‘suspected terrorists’ on the
South Side of Glasgow on
June 22, under the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act.
Throughout that week, Stew-
art Street police station was
cordoned off and patrolled by
armed police, on both the
street and the rooftops.
Similar ‘security’ alerts
followed, with mounting
hysteria.

When a ‘suspicious pack-

‘age’ was discovered at Kin-

cardine Bridge on the day of
a visit by Princess Margaret
to an army regiment, it was
too good an opportunity to
miss.

By Clive Bradley

L s

Motorcycle police roamed
the area where the event was
to take place, military police
searched gardens of local
houses and then stood guard
In the same gardens, while
members of the regiment
acted as a back-up security
force for the police.

The arrests were used as
an excuse for the police to
flex their muscles on the
streets of Glasgow. The
detainees were held without
being charged, and without
being allowed to see a law-
yer, and protests outside the
station have been prevented
by armed police patrols.

The Prevention of Terror-
ism Act itself was rushed
through — as an emergency
measure — after a pub in
Birmingham was bombed,
probably by Republicans, at
the end of 1974. It has re-
mained law ever since, now
allowing the police to deprive
people of legal rights for four
days.

The c. “rent ballyhoo about
terrorism should put us on
guard against attempts by
the Tories to introduce new
repressive laws.

Terrorist?

Laws like the PTA are a
back-up to the British mili-
tary occupation of Northern
Ireland.

The recent electoral
successes of Sinn Fein con-

firm that within the Catholic
community there is deep-
rooted support for the Rep-
ublican movement and for
the reunification.of Ireland.
A movement with such
support cannot be regarded
as ‘terrorist’. The Provision-
al IRA emerged as a defence
force for the Catholic ghet-
toes against Protestant para-
militaries and the British
army, and has waged a
guerilla war against British
military occupation.

Justice

Certainly methods such
as indiscriminate attacks on
British holiday-goers (if they
were really planned) should
be condemned by socialists.
But the basic struggle is a
just one.

The Tory party and the
Labour party leaders raise a
hue and cry about ‘terrorism’
but they have no justice on
their side in lreland.

The Northern Ireland
state, created by the British-
imposed partition of Ireland
and gerrymandered from the
outset to capture a 35%
Catholic minority beneath an
inbuilt Protestant majority,
institutionalises discrimina-
tion against Catholics. Now
successive British govern-
ments try to beat down the
Catholics to make the state
viable again.

Such repression breeds
more repression. Troops out
and a united Ireland with
maximum minority rights for
the Protestant areas — that's
the only way to end the
terror.

Wiltshire

By lan Hollingworth

“‘Pit strike tactics to stop pop
fans’’, was the headlinein the
local press on April 4 as Wilt-
shire geared up for the 1985
Stonehenge pop festival. All
through the period leading up to
the  ““Midsummer Solstice’’,
Salisbury  Miners’  Support
Group had tried to draw out
these parallels.

The estimated cost of the
operation to seal off Stonehenge
was at least £750,000. Police and
army gelled together like clock-
work. Police ringed the ‘‘hippy’’
encampment 20 miles away from
the ancient stones, whilst a heli-
copter hovered overhead all
night with a searchlight and
army  firepower  exercises
between the camp and Stone-

{ henge were rescheduled just to

emphasise the point.

On June 1, police called in
local vets to put down dogs and
puppies made ownerless by the
arrest of their owners who were
on the Peace Convoy.

The Labour Party is calling for
a public inquiry into the events
this year, and provisition of an
alternative site next year. It has
also been stung into trying to set
up a Policewatch committee.
Members of the Salisbury
Miners’ Support Group are try-
ing to set up a public meeting
with eye-witnesses.

MIS dirty
tricks

MIS — the political police — had
a ‘dirty tricks’ campaign in
Northern Ireland in the mid-
"70s, according to a file sent to
Mrs Thatcher by a former civil-
ian officer for the army.

The campaign included a pro-
ject, codenamed Clockwork
Orange 2 but never actually put
into operation, to implicate Loy-
alist leaders and Labour polltl-
cians in London in homosexual
relations. The intention was to
discredit both Loyalist leaders
preparing for the 1974 Ulster
Workers’ Council strike that led
to the end of power-sharing, and
the recently-elected Wilson
government.

In the end MIS decided to
back the strike.

The file also suggests that
both army intelligence and the
Royal Ulster Constabulary knew
of sexual abuse being committed
at the Kincora boys’ home by
Loyalist leaders, and covered
up for them:

MIS is a law unto itself, pur-
suing its own policies regard-
less of elections or Parliaments.
It should.be scrapped

Gillick decision set for mid-July

The fight to reverse the ‘Gillick ruling’ on contracep-
tion for the under-16s goes on, following a demonstr-
ation of 3000 in London on Saturday June 22.

The ruling bans doctors from giving advice on con-
traception or abortion to under-16s without ‘parental

advice’.

In fact it will deter — and on available eviden-

ce already has deterred — young women from seeking

advice for fear of parental involvement. Generally if
young women don’t tell their parents there is good

reason.

The appeal is being heard in the House of Lords,
and a final decision is expected in mid-July. The
campaign against Gillick must be kept up.
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EDITORIAL

' Keep our unions
Labour!

THE UNION of Communication Workers last week (June 27)
reported a three-to-one vote to maintain its political fund. It
became the fourth union to vote to keep the political levy —
following SOGAT, ISTC and FTAT — and the next day the
National Communications Union engineering group (formerly
POEU) became the fifth, with a 81% majority.

" Other unions are increasingly confident about results in

their ballots. The National Union of Seamen, the GBMATU,
and the AUEW have ballotted this month; APEX and the

EETPU began this week.

The ballots — made legally obligatory by the Trade Union

Act 1984 — are a big plank in Tory anti-union laws. The
Tories had hoped for big ‘no’ votes.

Crippled

If they got their way, trade unions would be politically
crippled — legally forbidden to organise campaigns on any
but the most humdrum ‘trade union’ issues. Campaigns on
unemployments, cuts, privatisation, anti-union laws — let
alone on internationalissues — would be crippled.

And if only a few big unions stopped paying the political
levy, the Labour Party — already in a financial mess — would
probably go bankrupt. Labour Party leaders would then quite
possibly try to find some way to transform it into a straight-
forwardly capitalist party, like the SDP, funding itself from

'some other source than the workers’ movement. The working
class would lose even the indirect, blurred political voice it

has now.

" Despite often being conducted stodgily and defensively,
the campaigns to save the political fund have obviously
mobilised many activists. At the NUR conference last week,
general secretary Jimmy Knapp reported that the campaign
for a ‘yes’ vote in that union had brought forward 1500 activ-

ists prepared to work for it.

Workplace

The conference decided to build on that by encouraging
workplace Labour Party branches, as a component and a
follow-up to the political funds campaign. The proposal was
moved by Socialist Organiser supporter Rob Dawber.

Workplace branches are the best way to organise such
activists, and to begin to make the Labour Party more rele-

vant to rank and file struggles.

They can help win the ‘yes’ votes — and combine them
with a campaign to kick out the Tories. And they can ggovide
an avenue for rank and file activists to work to change the
Labour Party, to organise against its present leadership and

for class-struggle politics.

"Marxism from Moscow?

Below: scab coal from
Poland being unloaded
during the miners’ strike.
(Photo: Martin Shakeshaft).
Above: NCU ballot figures
(photo: Stefano Cagnoni,
IFL).

F

Resu |

THE Sunday Times of June 30 reported that the NUM is to
send 20 miners active in the strike to attend a trade union
college in Moscow this autumn.

Tory minister Peter Walker spluttered: ““British miners
must be aware that they are led by a man more interested in

Marxism than in them'".
If only it were Marxism that miners would learn in
Moscow! But it's nearly 60 years since Moscow taught

Marxism. In the official ideology of the Kremlin, shreds and

— e -

phrases from Marx have been woven into a doctrine which

has as much to do with Karl Marx’s theory of the self-libera-
tion of the working class as Cardinal Spellman’s blessings

on the US forces in Vietnam had to do with the Sermon on
the Mount.

Poland

Last November Arthur Scargill wrote to the Polish ambas-
sador in Britain:

“The Jaruzelski government has dramatically increased
the amount of coal imported to Britain... [It] is giving direct
assistance to Mrs Thatcher’s government...

““The NUM has no intention of even considering the ‘offer’
to receive 100 striking miners’ children for a holiday in
Poland...

‘’Please convey to your government and trade union move-
ment our absolute disgust’’.

That Scargill could reply to the offer — officially coming
from the state-recognised trade unions — by a letter to
the ambassador, says everything about those ‘unions’.

The official trade unions in Poland, in the USSR and in
Eastern Europe are not genuine unions. They are transmis-
sion belts for the decisions of the bureaucrats. Real unions —
like Solidarnosc in Poland — are savagely repressed by the
Stalinist states. ;

Break links -

Yet the NUM leadership is trying to get an international
link-up of miners’ unions, centred on the East European state
unions. |

Whatever the NUM leaders’ motives, and whatever the
hypocrisy of the Tories’ denunciations, to have such dealings
with the state ‘unions’ is a stab in the back of working-class
militants trying to establish real, free trade unions in Eastern

Europe. |
The whole TUC, and many other unions beside the NUM

— including right-wing ones like the ISTC and the GMBU —
have links with the state ‘unions’. But the labour movement
should break those links, and instead help those trying to set
up independent workers’ movements.

- —— —_—

L

Jeremy
Corbyn MP

| Hyping

up the
law

In the debate on Kenneth
Newman’s ‘anti-IRA’ opera-
tion, the completely undemo-
cratic nature of London’s-
police force came through.

But there is another side
to the whole debate. |

[t would appear that the
government is using the pre-
sent claims of terrorist activ-
ity to hype up the law and
order argument and, I believe,.
pay the way to introduce

very restrictive and very.
repressive legislation.
This. legislation, either

before the summer recess or
later in the year, could well
take the form of control over
political activities — marches,
demonstrations, protests.

Extension of the Emerg-
ency Provisions Act |[for
Northern Ireland]was debat-
ed last week. Many of the
Campaign Group MPs were
present and voted against its
continuation. . Apart from
that the turnout by the Parl-
iamentary Labour Party was
very small.

Party policy 1s to oppose
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act and the Emergency Provi-
sions - Act, which paved the
way for the Diplock no-jury
courts, and it is appalling that
the party leadership 1s not
prepared to go out and cam-
paign on this issue.

On Friday morning Tony
Benn presented an Amnesty
Bill for the miners who are
either imprisoned or sacked.
I’ve been in touch with a
number of miners in prison,
and they are looking for the
Labour Party to win the next
election and to put an amnes-
ty into practice immediately.

We have received a great
deal of support for the
Amnesty Bill — letter from
miners and other people
throughout the country, and
we have launched, jointly
with the NUM, a financial
and political appeal for the
imprisoned and sacked miners

Central American
 Independence Day

Wednesday July 3

Picket US Embassy
12.00 to 2.00 p.m.

Press conference in the
House of Commons
at 3.00 p.m.

Thursday July 4

4.30 p.m. Not the Boston
Tea Party — a Nicaraguan
coffee party and picnic
in Jubilee Gardens, South
Bank, London

6.00 p.m. Rally in
Jubilee Gardens. Ron
Todd, Glenys Kinnock,
Ken Livingstone invited.

6.45 p.m. Concert in
Jubilee Gardens with
Newtown Neurotics and
others
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Where the cuts hit

OVER 7000 homes in Tower
Hamlets, East London, are unfit
for human habitation.

11,000 people, according to a
report by the local Information
and Resource Centre, live in
conditions of ‘statutory over-
crowding’.

Sickness and death rates are
high in the borough, but over
the last three years the District
Health Authority has had £4.5
million cut by central govern-
ment, and the right wing Labour

council has cut £2.4 million off
the social services budget.

IT’S NOT just the housing, it’s
the water too. -

The poor state of the sewers
means frequent flooding of
homes in Tower Hamlets. And
the Thames Water Authority
says that the water has a high
level of nitrates which could
increase risks of stomach
cancer.

Fascists in Stoke

The fascist British National
Party are going ahead with a
rally in Stoke on July 27 with
‘their leader John Tyndall speak-
ing.

Last year the National Front

councillors, and by Labour MP
Mark Fisher to the Chief Con-
stable asking him to ban the
fascists. Such calls can only have
the effect of demobilising the
working class.

held a march through Stoke
which went unopposed. Since
then the BNP have been putting
a lot of work into spreading their
filthy ideas in the area.

Calls have been made by local

Instead we should call on all
local labour movement organisa-
tions to get their members out

on the streets against the fascist

scumi.

Socialist Organiser meets

Socialist Organiser supporters from across the country met in
Manchester on June 22-23 for our AGM.

We assessed our work over the last year, outlined perspectives for
the coming year, and elected a new Editorial Board.

‘“There is no doubt that the miners’ strike was a defeat’’, SO
editor John O’Mahony said in introducing the main discussion on
perspectives, ‘‘but tens of thousands of people have found out what
capitalism is about. The working class has to go through a whole
period of lessons, struggles and setbacks; there is no other way that
the labour movement can transform itself’’.

A discussion on the Labour Party decided that we should demand
that the Labour Party leaders campaign vigorously against the Tories
and for a general election, while also urging local Labour Parties to
campaign on their own policies. A minority view held that we should
avoid any electoral focus.

With the coming period probably not one of big direct struggles,
we decided to place emphasis on regularising our own routine of
paper sales, local readers’ meetings, education, fund-raising, etc.

Considerable progress was registered in our youth work, and we
decided to make a fresh turn towards organising round the govern-
ment’s cheap-labour Youth Training Scheme. Other discussions
covered our work in the women’s movement and dialogue with
socialist groups in other countries.

The biggest controversy at the AGM was on Palestine. Many sup-
porters felt unready to come to a decision, and so we decided to
extend the-discussion+— see page 8.
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'‘One Coal Board, one profit
motive, one Fiihrer?
NCB representative Michael

'Eaton, explaining why the NCB

insists on a one-person ‘review’
of colliery closures rather than
the three-person set-up promis-
ed to NACODS last October,
said last week: “'If you get three
people you’re bound to get

‘disagreements and votes. We

need decisions’’.

Perhaps the NCB is worried
by the report from the House of
Commons select committee.
Having more than one member,
this committee was likely to run
into problems, and in fact a
maverick Tory voted with Lab-
our so that the committee came
out for a national review of the

Bromley 10

THE TRIAL of the Bromley Ten,
who were arrested in Bromley
High Street, in Kent, while
collecting food and money for
the families of striking miners,
has been remanded to Septem-
ber 2.

When the trial, on charges of
wilful obstruction, began on
May 7, Bromley magistrates
court was lobbied by supporters
of the ten. Now the defence
campaign 1s organised a lobby of
the Labour Party national exe-
cutive on July 24 (9am at 150
Walworth Road).

The lobby 1s not just for the
Bromley Ten, but for all those
who suftered police harassment
during the miners’ strike while
collecting. A contingent of
sacked Kent miners is expected
there.

Donations for the defence
campaign fund to: Sue Yates,
Secretary, Ravensbourne CLP,
H G Wells Centre, St Marks
Road, off Masons Hill, Bromley,
Kent.

Careers

THE Campaign for Labour Party
Democracy (CLPD) has come out
against Ken Livingstone’s cam-
paign for Labour Party treasurer
and Livingstone’s and John
McDonnell’s candidatures for
the National Executive Commit-
tee.

““An excess of ‘Left’ candi-
dates’’ says CLPD, ‘‘can only
result in the left vote being split.
Any split in Left Constituency
Labour Party votes for Treasurer
will ensure that Booth is un-

successful and McCluskie elec- .

ted.

“In the CLP section of the
NEC, past experience shows
that it is the Left’s two women
candidates, Richardson and
Wise, who are most vulnerable
to such splitting.

“The Left’s cause is not
served by undisciplined pursuit
of personal careers at the
expense of collective strategy’’.

Stabilising

According to figures published
last week, TUC affiliated mem-
bership now stands at 9,855 ,000.

This is well down on the 1979
record high of 12 million, but the
loss over the last year, 227,000,
1s much smaller than in the
previous five years of mass
unemployment.

The TGWU’s membership has
dropped to 1.49 million. Other
big unions are: AUEW, 1
million; GMBU, 0.85 million;
NALGO, 0.77 million; and
NUPE, 0.67 million.
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~meeting of

cases of the 700 miners still
sacked.

The NCB rejected this call out
of hand.

Eaton’s other job over the last
week or so, as the Coal Board
media person, has been to egg

—on the media’s denunciations of

Arthur Scargill’s alleged plans
for “dictatorship’ in the NUM.

Cops’
amnesty

T S e—— ——
-

No amnesty for charges arising
from the miners’ strike? It
depends who you are.

In Parliament on June 25it
was reported that 135 com-
plaints made against the police
during the strike have been
Investigated so far, and not a
single disciplinary action has
been taken as a result.

Another 414 complaints
remain to be heard.

One thing, of course, makes it
easier for the police to get their
amnesty. The police themselves
are judge and jury for the
complaints.

Same police

Governments come and govern-
ments go, but the police remain.

And that’s true even when the
government 1s avowedly social-
1st and the police pro-fascist.

Behind the socialist facade of
Felipe Gonzalez’s government
in Spain, the police and civil
guards carry on much as they
did in Franco’s day, according
to a recent report from Amnesty
International.

Suspects are held incommuni-
cado for up to ten days and
denied access to lawyers during
most of that time. .

They are beaten, burned with
cigarettes, hung upside down,
given electric shocks and par-
tially suffocated during interro-
gation.

The 11 examples cited in the
Amnesty International report
are from 1983. Amnesty Inter-
national says that they are selec-
ted to illustrate the problem and
that similar allegations continue
to be made.

Witch-hunt

In a lengthy and stormy recent

Labour Party, the Labour Coor-
dinating Committee and right
wing joined forces to vote
through a recommended list of
council candidates which clearly
excluded a number of Militant
supporters and sympathisers.

The criteria for selection are
supposed to be purely technical,
that is to say, the experience and
knowledge of the nominees on
Labour local government affairs.

Sandy Smeaton of the LCC
admitted, however, that he and
others on the district executive
did take political opinions into
account when they made their
selection.

Several of the exclusions were
hotly contested, with fairly close
votes in a 90strong meeting.
Supporters and sympathisers of
Socialist Organiser and the Inde-

pendent Labour Party were to the

fore in defending Militant sup-

porters against these blatantly
politically biased recommen-
dations.

Glasgow District |

Miners fight on

But after the resounding Conference votes, what
will happen in the Areas, where local leaders have
been dragging their feet over a campaign for sacked
and jailed miners? John Bloxam reports.

ON ITS first day, July 1, the
NUM conference in Sheffield
declared proudly that the miners
were right to fight in March
1984.

It was the best possible reply
to the cynics, the right-wingers
and the soft-lefts who have been
saying that the NUM shouldn’t
have fought, or should have
fought less militantly.

On the floor of conference, the
only opposition came from the
Notts scab delegation, who had
arrived at the conference with
police outriders. They couldn’t
even find a seconder!

Arthur Scargill argued that
with 80% of the membership
out, a ballot last April had g'xade
no sense. ‘‘It was not a failure
of mass picketing’’, he insisted,
“but a failure to mass-picket,
that represented a weakness in
many parts of our union’’.

Sold out

The NUM was sold out by the
TUC and Labour Party leader-
ship, but there is no alternative
to the Thatcher government’s
‘class war’ but ‘‘to stand and
fight. Indeed, in future we shall
have no alternative again’’.

There must be an immediate
campaign ‘‘to release our mem-
bers jailed as political prisoners
for fighting against pit closures’’
and to win reinstatement for
those sacked. The next Labour
government must ‘‘first of all
ensure that it frees from jail and
reinstates at work any miners
who remain victimised’’.

Scargill added a further de-
mand: all top NCB management
should be sacked and replaced
by union nominees.

Sections of Arthur Scargill’s
speech were clearly aimed at

Miners

Super-scab Roy Lyn

This gives the lie to Socialist I

Worker’s claim that those on the
left who criticise the Militant’s
positions on such issues as Ireland
and gay rights are opening the
door to a witch-hunt.

~ Many Glasgow Labour Party
members must now consider
breaking from the LCC.
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S Africa ?
A South African gold min-
ing firm is taking advantage
of the threatened closure of
collieries in the North East
and. launching a recruit-
ment campaign in the area.

The General Mining Union
Corporation, the second lar-
gest mining company, has
held meetings at Peterlee,
Newcastle and Blythe, as part
of a nationwide campaign
that is intended to recruit
400 skilled miners. They are
offering a. permanent career
in gold mining and a com-
pany house available at £60 a
year rent, including electric-
1ty.

lyneside Anti-Apartheid
Campaign members have
picketed the hotel where the
Newcastle meeting was held.
A Durham Area NUM Exec-
utive member has condemned
the firm’s moves and stated
that anyone taking up the
firm’s offer would be aiding

the oppression of black
miners. .

the Eurocommunist-dominated
area leaderships. They want
more ‘campaigning’ — in allian-
ce with bishops and chief con-
stables — and less militancy and
industrial action. They have con-
sistently soft-pedalled the ‘diffi-

cult’ cases of jailed miners.

They said nothing about all
this in the debate — preferring

fraiises
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Arthur Scargill

to do rather than to say! In rec-
ent weeks their arguments have
been mostly about the NEC’s
proposed rule changes, which
are due to be debated from

o

Thursday in closed session —

but they may back out from
fighting that issue on the con-
ference floor, too.

The rule changes, say the
Eurocommunists, are a diver-
sion. They will turn the union

inwards, rather than outwards to -

launch a ‘campaign for coal’.
They will divide the union rather
than unite it.

The NEC’s motivation is
clearly to make the NUM a more
effective fighting unit — more
centralised, less open to inter-
ference from the Tories and the

judges.
Changes

But the proposed rule changes
cansand must be criticised from
a direction entirely different

from the view that denounces
both the rule changes and mass
picketing.

Like the ‘Miners’ Next Step’
proposals 70 years ago, the rule
changes should have combined
increased centralisation with a
radical extension of democracy
in the union. But the second ele-
ment is weak in the new rule
book, which for example makes
it almost impossible to remove
full-time officials.

Because of this, the proposals
are also weaker as a weapon
against the leading scabs and
those consciously organising a
breakaway. |

The widest opposition has

been to -‘the proposed .rule
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Conference agreed with

(Photo: John Harris, IFL).

change on ‘associate member-
ship’. Last week the Yorkshire

Area Council voted overwhelm-
ingly against it. |

Some militants who favour
recognising Women Against Pit
Closures. groups still object to
an open-ended rule which leaves
the NEC with the power to give
or deny ‘associate membership’
to anyone.

Confidence

But a vote for this rule change
will be clearly a vote of confi-

dence in the women’s groups.

Women Against Pit Closures is
calling a demonstration outside
the conference on Thursday.

The rule change should be
supported. Amendments next
year can say who should be
‘associate members’; can give
the final judgment to confer-
ence; can extend the recognition
of the Women Against Pit Clos-
ure groups to affiliated status

in the union — just as other
amendments should extend
democracy in the union to

include regular election and
right of recall of all officials,
on the NUM’s terms and timing.

A debate on new technology

is scheduled for Tuesday. The
divisive bonus incentive scheme
is also down for discussion.

Such debates can help to put
flesh on the bones of Scargill’s
repeated calls for a campaign for
industrial action.

Sack

The NEC recommendation to
sack Notts scab leader Roy
Lynk and to reprimand his
associate Prendergast is to be

decided at this conference. Lynk

is armed with a three-to-one
ballot vote in Notts to defy the

breakaway’’.

e e R R R W

new rule book even if it means
being expelled or breaking
away.

But on Monday Arthur Scar-
gill warned that any breakaway
would be a ‘‘disaster’’ — and

““most disastrous of all for those

who themselves form any such
Lynk won’t be
convinced, but his isolation in
Monday’s vote could make him
more cautious.

In any case, more help will
be urgently needed for support-
ers of the national union in
Notts, to minimise the damage
that the scab-herders can cause.

- | Witch-hunters help

St. John’s NUM Lodge is fac-
ing another Bedwas as the

NCB attempts to whip up

fear and anxiety at-the pit.
The Board’s strategy has
succeeded to some extent, as
367 men have so far accepted
redundancy. Of these, how-
ever, 200 were over the age of
50, in a pit that has been
overmanned since the closure
of Caerau and Coegnant pits,
also in the Llynfi valley.
Following the redundan-
cies, the workforce is now at
the size demanded by the
NCB before the strike. But
they still insist on closure.
Local pits have been
closed on the grounds that
the Margam super-pit, which
is yet to be sunk, will provide
new jobs and a profitable pit.
Margam, however, has
been long awaited and has
given the Board a useful
excuse to close pits — with no

‘guarantge that it will ever be

>

sunk.

By Martin Barclay
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The Lodge’s argument has
been that the reserves of cok-
ing coal Margam is meant to
reach can be got at more
cheaply from the St. John’s
end. _

The Board, for their part,
have shrugged this off,
claiming ‘“geological difficul-
ties”. On this basis no South
Wales pit would stay open
and the closure is obviously
a second political attempt to
destroy the lodge. The Lodge
leadership were sacked during
the strike for peacefully visit-
ing a scab’ home, but were
then reinstated in the negoti-
ations following the return to
work.

That leadership also faces
attack from another direc-
tion.

Neil Kinnock has visited

the pit to show his ‘‘sup-
port” 'but his supporters in
the Ogmore CLP have not let
this stand in the way. Two
weeks ago the Party passed a
resolution to national confer-
ence calling for the expulsion
of supporters of the Militant
tendency. This is obviously
aimed at Militant supporter
[an Isaac, who is St. John’s
Lodge secretary, and a mem-
ber of the South Wales NUM
executive.

He is also chair of the
Militant-dominated Maesteg
West ward in the constituen-

CYy.

Whip

Ray Powell, the Ogmore
MP and Labour Whip in the
House of Commons, has also
declared that the Party would
“go it alone” if the National
Executive failed to carry out

NCB

the expulsions.

The witch-hunt reveals the
support of Kinnock’s follow-
ers for what it’s worth, and
represents a serious crack in
the unity needed to fight the
closure of the pit.

The Lodge is continuing
its campaign despite these
attacks and has set up a local
action committee to coordin-
ate activity.

With the help of Mid-
Glamorgan County Council, a
public inquiry is being held
on July 9 - 11, chaired by
Alan Fisher (ex-NUPE) to
examine the case for and
against closure.

The Lodge has to face the
scabbing of the local Labour
Party as well as the prospect
of closure and needs every

support.
Contact: Idwal Isaac,
secretary, St John’s NUM,

c/o 10 Bridge St., Maesteg,
Mid-Glamorgan.

Paul Whetton’

the

conference
__Ar__
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WE’VE gone through }Lfesolu-
tions for annual conference.
There are abour four or five
resolutions where we disagree
with the position taken by

- Notts.

What I am looking for
from . this conference 1s
support for the National
Executive’s recommendation
to sack Roy Lynk.

[ hope they will also turn
the ‘‘wrist-slapping’ . against
Prenderghast into gacking as
well.

Apart from that, the first
part of the conference, deal-
ing with policy, does not con-

tain any particularly conten-

tious stuff.

[t is right at the end of
the conference, in the part
deal with rules revision that
the scuffles will come.

Notts has got a mandate,
supported by a ballot, to
oppose all the rule changes.
In the main those rule
changes will be Passed,
though not necessarily on the
nod.

Result

While we have had good
results for the striking miners
in the recent elections in the
Notts Area, we recognise that
a lot will now depend on
whether Notts remains part

-of the national union, or

whether it breaks away.

I would imagine that once
the conference had taken its
decision on rules revision, the
Notts area will split off and
we will then have to begin the
task of forming a new Notl}s
Area of the NUM.

There will obviously b&
problems — recognition b
the NCB, for example — but

we aren’t going to be able to)
put things right overnight. It’s
going to be a long-term and

difficult process.

On the rule changes them-
selves, a couple of them
appear to be quite conten=
tious. On the question of
five yearly ballots, that is

- something we have fought for

over a number of years and it
would be two-faced of us to
turn round now and say .we
don’t want it. Of course we

- want regular elections of full

s diary

time national and  are

officials.

‘T don’t think it is as col
tentious as the media po
trays it. If the vote goes th:
way, then Scargill will T
quite prepared to submit hin
self to five-yearly reelection

The media are frightened 1
death of Arthur Scargill ar
they will do everything the
can to make it a personall
issue and turn the unic
against Arthur Scargill.

The other contentio
issue is the question of asso«
ate membership of the unic
— which would be open, f
example, to Women Again
Pit Closures. I think that
very important.

The Notts strikers cou
not have done what we d
without the full backing a1
support of the women. Ps
haps the picture is sharp
within the Notts coalfie
in recognising the importa
role played by those wom
and the rights that they oug
to have, than it is in oth
coalfields.

[ find it hard to see ar
one opposing this, thoug
because the women We
active in every coalfield.

I don’t think the wome:
groups should be incorpo
ted at branch level into t
NUM because they would jt
be swallowed up, but I
‘think they should have asso
ate membership and recog
tion for their own groups.

It would be a retrogra
step if the proposal to of
them associate membersk
were voted down.

I was very pleased to s
that Thatcher has decided
recognise what Clarke a:
Ottey have done. A lot of t
lads were upset, but I thi
it highlights the role th
played during that stril

It is a recognition by t
ruling class of the importa
role played by strike-break:
and scabs. |

The Coal Board ha
announced that the Collie
Review Procedure will invol
just one person. When we :
talking about one person °
‘know who that person w
really be -—  Marga
Thatcher, even if she is
actually the person named.
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| In print again :

’“The pamphlet is an impor-
tant and interesting record of
the strike...it underlines the
enormous importance of the

struggle.’’

don N12SY.

The story

of the strike

L L 2 - -

Tony Benn MP

75p plus 22p postage from:
SO, 214 Sickert Court, Lon-
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workplaces

Colin Foster summarises
a survey on the Youth
Training Scheme by the
Labour Research Depart-
ment (‘Bargaining Re-
port’ no.41, June 1985;
£2.25 from LRD, 78
Blackfriars Road, Lon-
don SE1 8HF).

More and more employers
are using the government
Youth Training Scheme

ARDON ME SoNNY
B0 WHAVE You EVER
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usually ill-organised. Every-
where trainees are likely to
work as isolated individuals
or tiny groups, in small
workplaces — especially on
mode A (private employer)
schemes, which cover 75%
of trainees.

But the survey also no
that the Tories and the
employers are not having |
things all their own way with
Y15

3

b |

THE government is beginning to
run short of options in its attack
on working class young people.
That’s the meaning of recent
developments around the Youth
Training Scheme.

The Budget contained an
announcement that the YTS
scheme was to be expanded.
The stated intention i1s to start
offering two year places to 16
year olds, and one year places to
17 year olds.

The additional year is to come
under Mode A (company-<based
schemes) and will supposedly be
made possible by two measures:.

*First, there will be some
extra money (£125 million in
.513986/ 7 and £300 million in 1987/

). |

*Secondly, the Young Work-
ers’ Scheme (in which the gov-
ernment paid firms to cut young
people’s wages) will be stopped,

sion clearly does not add up to
the guarantee of a place for all
those who will now become
entitled to claim one.

In fact, on closer inspection
the budget proposal begins to

look like the kind of ducking and

diving associated with the
iIncompetent small-time crook
Arthur Daley’s ceaseless

- struggle to offload flood-dam-

aged bathing costumes, studless
football boots, etc., in TV's
“*Minder’’ series.

months, rather than a full year.

Compulsion would abolish
most of these savings.

Each place on the present
one-year scheme costs £2400, in
contrast to the £900 it costs to
keep a school leaver on the dole.
In a second year, the allowance
paid to trainees would probably

‘need to be higher; at the same

time, there are signs that
neither the large firms that
currently provide most of what

i ' : can be presented ‘quality’
((::;?r)] :Isfg;etlarkr;gu;i r = Funding though not straightaway. In the first place, although it training,pmr the S;Saugr““;;gs somewhere else. _
k g At the start of 1984, only appears that more money is which are getting apprentices on This in turn will not be made Al
s e{'s. 25% of 16 vear O|dS and 6% 3 being put in, the cost of the pro- the cheap, are keen to cough up any easier by the difficulty of :Hh
Pilkingtons Glass no : Y = Benefits osed two- ; trying to persuade the qu
: - of 17 year olds were on YTS P year scheme has  for a second year. e o pe general
longer recruits any under- Y Yo a7 actually been set at £1 billion per public that such agencies pro- i
18s except through YTS. — and of those on YTS, 37% Most people had been expect- year — that is, exactly the same vide anything like worthwhile len
Marks and Spencer fills most left early. The Tories are ing that a third measure would amoung proposed by Tebbit in Gain training. i
full-time vacancies from its talking about making YTS a also be announced, namely the 1981 to cover a one-year However, shelving or post- .
YTS trainees. Fine Fare and two-year scheme, but with- withdrawal of benefits so as to scheme. The only Mode A providers Pponing open compulsion doesn’t IS¢

prevent creeping compulsion thu
entering by the back door. for !0
example, the practice of fining B
YTS refusers 40% of their M€
Supplementary Benefit goeson.  tO%

This system reduced. the ©W
income of 12,000 16-17 year-olds ¢
to £10 a week in the period COrF
November 1983 to November  Ord
1984. This sort of thing has tam

out a vast increase in funding
“— which they will not pro-
vide — they can’t hope to get
anywhere near all school-
leavers onto YTS.

At the end of January
1985, 30% of all mode A
programmes still did not
meet the official Manpower
Services Commission stand-

force young people onto the
expanded scheme. So why has
this idea, originally floated by
Tebbit in 1981, been shelved for
a second time? eligible for the one-year scheme
The answer lies in the fact still manage to avoid going on it,
that the government doesn’t and
feel strong enough to take so *from the fact that the aver-
decisive a step towards compul- age time spent by those who do
sion when the proposed expan- go on it is between nine and ten

Debenhams do most or all of
their school-leaver recruit-
ment through YTS.

The Central Electricity
Generating Board now takes
nearly twice as many school-
leavers through YTS as
through its regular trainee:
programmes. The furniture
industry takes most young

This is p0551b1e because sav-
ings have arisen from:

*the fact that at least one-
third of the young people

who would definitely stand to
gain are the firms set up purely
to make a profit out of ‘training’.

However, these concerns
rely on placing trainees with
employers who are actually pro-
ducing goods or services for
‘work experience’ — a catch 22
situation for the government
unless it can find money from

‘Distribution, hotels, cater-
ing, repairs’ sector, which.is

o}

not accept union conditions
for its introduction.

e — i

workers through YTS, and ards as regards training. No gca;
few through apprenticeship. doubt the Tories do not -
Likewise for hairdressing. worry too much about that, -
In electrical contracting, but it’s another index of the -
all first-year apprentices are problems they’ll have with e
now on YTS; the construction ~ expanding YTS. i
industry and electrical con- In several firms, trade -
tracting training boards have ~ unions have managed to get Pa
by far the biggest YTS improved pay and conditions -
scheme, with 17,700 for YTS trainees. o
trainees. 16% of YTS trainees get val
For these firms, YTS ‘top-up’ payments on top of dis
means cheap youth labour their £26.25 a week. The best Iy
for ayear. YTS trainees are agreement is at Massey ‘Yl'
mostly paid £26.25 a week — Ferguson, where trainees dz
but that, plusa£14.75a get £83.41 a week. Tate and
week subsidy, is paid to the Lyle pay £60, Sheffield and
agent’ running the scheme Hackney councils £52, IClI
by the government. Other (Gloucester) £50. | |
under-18 trainees earn an In several places trainees =
average of £58 (male) or also get fringe benefits — e
£47.50 (female). And at the travel expenses, clothing '
end of the year the firm can allowances or free overalls, 3
throw the YTS trainees onto subsidised meals, etc. Lab- e
the streets, with no quest- our Research cites ‘‘a num- -
ions asked, or pick and ber of examples where trade -
choose those it keeps on. unionists are aware of and bes
e involved in training”’. Some -
Difficulties YTS schemes do lead to Sh
recognised qualifications, =
40% of YTS trainees end such as City and Guilds. Yo
their YTS year without a job. Five workplaces are identi- Tr:
. The Labour Research fied by Labour Research ‘ba:
* survey notes the difficulties where equal opportunities an
for trade unionists in organi- policies cover YTS trainees. (R.
sing against these cheap- In several other com- . Ing
labour conditions. Some 40%  panies, YTS has been block- br¢
of YTS trainees are in the ed because the bosses would :3



ady started to undermine the
le scheme’s pretentions to
lity’.

aced with increasing prob-
5 .of ‘indiscipline’ (that is,
rmal resistance by trainees)
jle A employers are likely to
uit still more selectively,
, leaving more young people
e catered for under Mode
nd annulling the govern-
t’s intention to move
ards an increasingly
ployer-led’ scheme.
further eftect of creeping
pulsion might be that, in
r to defuse trainee resis-
e, the MSC would make it
er for young people to swop
smes, leading to the appear-
2 of ‘sink’ schemes and a still
se public image. |
nder normal circumstances,
government would naturally
. to its allies in the upper
elons of the TUC and Labour
ty to help it over these diffi-
ies. And indeed, Kinnock
wed that he was ready to

inteer his services when he:

nissed 200,000 school stu-
ts who took action against
S compulsion on April 25 as
Ries’.

Coventry. e e
If any of these activities do

break through to a wider public, _

other union leaders will start to
find themselves 1n the same sort
of embarrassing situation now
occupied by some of those high
up in NATFHE, the -college
lecturers’ union. It is their mis-
fortune to have to sit as TUC
reps on the various Manpower
Services Commission commit-
tees which are planning the

ey #

extension of YIS to two years

when, as of Whit weekend,
NATFHE's annual conference
has voted to oppose the whole
scheme in its present torm.

"Signs

To sum up, the signs tor those
who have consistently opposed
YTS from the beginning are
moderately encouraging

'
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By George Beckman

Norman Fowler’s ‘The Health
Service in England’ leaflet is
supposed to ‘help you see how
the NHS 1is developing and
improving’. In fact it consists of
an unrepresentative selection of
statistics from ‘The Health
Service in England; Annual
Report 1984’ (HMSO) which are
often of dubious validity. |

450,000 copies of this leaflet

have been distributed through-
out the English NHS (although
not it seems in Scotland, Wales
or Northern Ireland). It ostensib-
ly originates from the Depart-
ment of Health and Social Secur-
ity, but its crude propagandist
tone identifies it more closely
with the Conservative Party
Central Office.

Mislead

The leaflet is deliberately mis-
leading in a number of ways. It
compares health statistics for
two years only, 1978 and 1983.
No reason is given to explain
why 1978 — the year before the
Tories returned to power — 1is
chosen in a supposedly non-
party document. -

Choosing two years only
doesn’t allow people to see how
changes may be a part of a long
term trend. For example peri-
natal mortality — still births and
deaths in the first week of life —
has been falling steadily since
the mid-1950s, so a fall between
1978 and 1983 is not surprising.

Furthermore the years to be
compared are arbitrarily altered
if it gives a better picture. The
leaflet says that waiting lists are
down, ‘reduced from 750,000 in
1979 to 690,000 in 1984. This
compared March 1979 — the
peak of the waiting lists follow-
ing the 1979 industrial action —
to March 1984. |

If March 1978 had been
chosen instead, a 15% increase
in waiting lists would have been
seen. Furthermore there have
been changes in the definitions
of waiting lists to reduce the
numbers. People waiting for
day surgery are now excluded
from the figures.

:f:igures

Fowler tries this strategy

again with staffing level figures.

NHS staffing level statistics are
given in “Whole Fime Equiva-
lents’ — i.e. part-time employ-
ees are counted according to the
fraction of the full-time week she

or he works. In 1980 the full

—

example the leaflet says that
11,000 new beds were opened
between 1980 and 1984 (many of
them planned before the 1979
election). However, overall
there has been a net loss of
12,900 available beds between
these times.

NHS spending is compared
only to the Retail Price Index
level of inflation. But prices in
the NHS have risen in advance
of general inflation, and when
considering the health service,
spending must be considered
relative to need.

With the proportion of the
population over 70 increasing
and with technological advance,
need for resources increases.
The debacle of the cervical
cancer screening service reveals
one vast area of unmet need.

Thatcher has consistently
claimed that ‘The NHS is safe
with us’. But are even health
service statistics safe in her
hands?

A similar book-cooking exer-
cise has taken place with unem-
ployment statistics, with chan-
ges in definition excluding many
from the figures in an attempt to

Igging the
NHS figures

make the rise in unemployment
look less disastrous. The recent
figures supposedly revealing an
increase in employment were
given in such a way to disguise
the fact that an increase only
occurred in part-time ‘‘pin
money’’ jobs and that the de-
crease in full-time employment
has continued.

Don’t believe a word, or a
number they say.

Lies

It 1s important for people
working.in the health services to
combat Fowler’s lies. Radical
Statistics Health Group have
produced a booklet ‘Unsafe in
their Hands’ from which many
of the above details originate.

It 1s available for SO0p from
Radical Statistics Health Group,
c/o Brtish Society for Social
Responsibility in Science, 9
Poland Street, London W1V
3DG. If you are really hard up it
can be obtained free from the
Cardiff ~ Socialist Organiser

group, ¢/o0 22 Norwood Court,
Roath, Cardiff.

working week of nurses was
reduced from 40 to 37%2 hours
per week, so increasing the
whole time equivalent work
force by 7% overnight without a

Problems

Infortunately, it seems that 4 .

h.in this quarter problems single extra hour being worked.
be developing. : Of course this is not mentioned
number of  groupings, when trimphant statistics are

ending beyond the revolu-
jary left to include a broad
ctrum of  professionals
olved with the scheme, are
inning to establish them-

given about improved staffing
levels.

The Royal College of Nursing
report from 1983 says that
‘Nurses want the public to know

es. These includg the that standards of care are
ffield-based Labour Move- already threatened, that staff-
National Inquiry into ing levels on wards hover just

h  Unemployment and
ning, and the London-
ed Action on Youth Rights

Opportunities.  REITS
sal Equality in Youth Train
Schemes) has recently
sht out an effective expos-
race discriminationin YTS
mes. using data collected in

above danger level and that out

in the community increased #

numbers of patients are over-

burdening community care and

making good nursing practice
practically impossible.’ :

y . A third way of cooking the '

; : books is by presenting only one

side of a gain/loss situation. For




Discussion

At the Socialist Organiser AGM on
June 22-23, we discussed Palestine.
Until now SO has supported the
slogan of ‘a democratic, secular
Palestine’. Some SO supporters still
say we should call for a single state in
Palestine, embracing Jews and Arabs:

out.

b) Economically, a larger unit is pr
ferable. The present economic isolatic
of Israel from the surrounding countri
is economically irrational and political
leads to dependence on the US, etc. Ge
erally, the division of the Middle Ea
into several, mainly small, nation-stat

others argue we should propose an boosts nationalist and commun
‘independent Palestinian-Arab state narrowness, economic underdevelo;
alongside a modified Israeli-Jewish ment, and imperialist manipulatio;

A West Bank/Gaza state, or even

- West Bank/Gaza state umted wi
Jordan, would be extremely weak ec
nomically and thus would be forced in
dependence on states like Israel (tt
main employer of West Bank/Ga:
labour) or Saudi Arabia (the paymast
of the present Jordanian state).

Though our programme is a sociali:
federation of the Middle East, wit
self-determination for national mino
ities (Israeli Jews, Kurds, etc.), th
should not contradict proposals fc
smaller federations, e.g. in Palestine.

c) Full-scale repartition would b
bloody and almost certainly untid
creating material for fresh conﬂlcts.

For these reasons, advocacy of
federation would be advantageot
for Jewish-Arab worlqng-class unify
However, the ‘two-states’ formula |
not conditional on federation bem
possible. It is the irreplaceable firs
step to peaceful coexistence of Arab
and Jews in Palestine and thus to work
ing class unity.

state. We published some discussion
articles last week.

The AGM felt that we weren’t yet
ready to take a decision, and so resol-
ved to continue the discussion.

This week we publish a draft
statement of the ‘two states’ posi-
tion by John O’'Mahony and Martin
Thomas. Further contributions to

- the debate are welcomed, and will
appear over the coming weeks.

Preamble

The Palestine question mainly presents
itself to working-class militants as
follows:

a) 37 years ago a new Jewish state,
Israel, was created in Palestine by
immigrants from Europe, America, and
! the Arab countries. The core of them
¢ were refugees from European anti-
semitism, including survivors of the
greatest racist crime in recorded history,
Hitler’s massacre of six million Jews.
¢ The Jewish state is heavily dependent on
i outside financial support and it functions
4 as a satellite of US imperialism, though
| 1t has autonomous interests and projects
- of its own.

. b) Most of the Palestinian people have
been displaced, and transformed into
refugees and stateless persons outside
Palestine. The remainder are either an
oppressed minority within pre-1967
Israel, or under military rule in the West

-Opposing Zionism

7... Historic Zionism, 1897-1948, ‘wa
reckless anmd~#®Vastating in its conse
quences for the Palestinian Arab people

But we reject the idea that eithe
historic Zionism or modern Zionisr
(1.e. pro-Israel Jewish sentiment, how
ever defined) can be simply descrlbed a
racist. The state of Israel is a state put
suing racist policies and heavily base

Mg

e oo el

| exists

! the

Bank and Gaza.

c) A chronic national
between Israeli-Jewish
Arab workers in the region, and between
Jewish and Arab workers in Israel and in
Israeli-occupied territories. This

| antagonism has crippled the working

class in the entire region for many

] decades.

Our problem is to explain and inter-

. pret these developments and to answer
. the question: what programme do social-
| 1sts propose as a solution to the Jewish-

Arab antagonism in Palestine and in the

' region?

The most widespread left-wing reac-

| tion to the Palestine problem states or
¢ assumes that the Zionist enterprise was
| and i1s a ‘conspiracy’, and identifies
| Zionism totally with imperialism. Gener-
' al denunciation of ‘Zionism’ and ‘Zion-
{ ists’ follows, in terms which imply that
| the ‘Zionists’ have no rights in Palestine
| except possibly individual rights.

Class considerations therefore give

| way to national/communal categories.
i The Arab ruling classes have more than
! once
| willingly condemn them to be pawns on
¢ the political chessboard; but this out-
' look puts the Arab states on the ‘pro-
# gressive’ side. The whole question is
| seen as a mere item in the struggle
- § between progressive and reactionary,
§ good and bad, camps on a world scale.
{ The problem is thus defined almost as a
i conflict of good and bad peoples.

massacred Palestinians, and

Against this, we assert basic Marxist

! working-class ideas. Class is decisive.
¢ We approach all questions of national
¢ and communal- antagonisms from the
' viewpoint of the class struggle, and of
i the working-class programme for solving
| such conflicts by way of consistent demo-
i cracy.

The Palestinian Arabs are bitterly
oppressed; but a Jewish nation exists in
Palestine and has a right to continue to
exist there, with national rights which

irreducibly include the right to self-

determination on some territory of its
own. We champion the Palestinian
Arabs’ fight against oppression and
displacement on a programme not of the
implicit or explicit denial of Jewish
rights, but of compensation, restitution,
division of the disputed territory, and
conciliation.

We advogate the immediate creation
of a Palestinian Arab state alongside an
Israeli-Jewish state (a modified version
of Israel). We advocate an end to all
discrimination against the Arabs under
Israeli rule. We advocate full and equal
citizenship for the Arabs, and the right
to secede to the Palestinian-Arab state
of the majority-Arab districts in Israel.

Revolutionary militants must
approach this question from two view-
points simultaneously, and integrate
those two viewpoints. We are against
chauvinism and national exclusivism

antagonism
and

are
national rights. All these elements must
be combined into one coherent working-

class socialist viewpoint.

everywhere, whether in Britain, North-
ern Ireland, or Palestine; and the Pale-
stinian Jews are chauvinistic and exclus-
ive. We support those in Israel and the
West Bank/Gaza who fight for Jewish-
Arab equality. But the ending of Jewish
chauvinism and exclusiveness is not and
cannot be, for us, a precondition for
accepting that the Jews have rights in
Palestine.

The Jews have the right to a certain
portion of the territory of Palestine by
virtue of the fact that they are there,
and most of the Jews now there were
born there. Their rights there cannot be
made conditional on how they conduct
themselves in that territory, any more
than the vile racist immigration laws of
Britain — which we fight and oppose, as
some Israeli socialists fight and oppose
the chauvinism of the Israeli Jews —
nullify Britain’s right to exist. (Or any
more than the openly chauvinist line of
the Palestinian Arabs’ leaders up to the”

- late 1960s could nullify the Palestinian

Arabs’ national rights).

Self-determination

We recognise the right to self-deter-
mination of the Israeli Jews; we support

those in Israel who fight chauvinism and
exclusiveness
citizenship of Arabs and Jews; we advoc-

and advocate equal
ate an independent Palestinian-Arab
state on the best terms possible which
compatible with Israeli-Jewish

Resolution

1... In general we support the oppressed
Palestinians against oppressor Israel.
We seek a solution which gives both
Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews the

right to a life as a nation.

Democratic secular Palestine

2... The proposal to amalgamate the two
Palestinian nations — Arabs and Jews
— into a unitary democratic secular
Palestinian state is unfortunately utop-

ible. National identity, and still less
national oppression and conflict, cannot
be conjured away; two hostile nations
cannot be amalgamated into a single
unit.

Where there is national oppression,
the demand to ‘forget national differen-
ces’ is usually a cover for the oppressor.
A unitary Palestine — in the foresee-
able future — would mean a state in
which the Palestinian Arabs were
oppressed by the Israeli Jews, if there
were no outside intervention.

In fact the practical meaning and
implications now of the Arab-nationalist
slogan, ‘democratic secular Palestine’,
are: full conquest of the Israeli Jews by
the Arab states. It is not a proposal for
a democratic solution, but the cutting
edge of Arab propaganda in a drive for
Arab conquest which would turn the
Jews from oppressors into the
oppressed.

A ‘democratic, secular Palestlne
not an answer to the national questlon,
but something desirable which might be
possible in the distant future after the
national question has (by some other

means) been solved — indeed, after nat-
tonal identities and prejudices had beg-
un to wither away. As a proposed solu-
tion to the Palestlmans’ oppression, eith-
er it tells them that they must themselv-
es shed national prejudice, and then also
convince their oppressors to do likewise
— or it 1s an encoded term for full sup-
pression of the Israeli Jews by the Arab
states.

West Bank/Gaza

.3... Immediately, we demand an inde-

pendent Palestinian state in the West
Bank and Gaza, in line with the right of

self-determination of the people of those
territories.

Mini-state

4... A Palestinian mini-state in the West
Bank and Gaza could alleviate the situa-
tion, but the national conflict of Pale-
stintan Arabs and Israeli Jews would
certainly continue. A solution to that
conflict demands a more far-reachmg
programme.

42 million Palestinians, these areas —
essentially fringe districts of the Israeli
state — are very limited in size and
resources. They could not provide an
adequate Palestinian homeland.

Right of secession

S...Meanwhile some 600,000 to 700,000
Arabs would remain under Israeli
rule.

The Israeli Arabs consider — rightly

— that they are part of the Palestinian-
Arab nation, that they have rights in the
areas where they lwe (and have long
lived), and that the territory of Israel
cannot be considered the exclusive
property of the Israeli Jews. The situa-
tion of the Israeli Arabs is thus not a
separate ‘minority question’, but an
integral part of the Palestinian- Arab/
Israeli-Jewish conflict.

We support the right of secession to
the Palestinian-Arab state of the mainly-
Arab areas within present-day Israel
(western and central Galilee, Little
Triangle). e 5

Over one million Palestinians live in
Jordan, forming half or more of the
population there. They live under the
rule of a monarchy artificially created
by British imperialism, and propped up
militarily and financially in succession
by Britain and by the US and oil-rich
Arab states. We support the overthrow
of the monarchy in Jordan, and federa-:
tion or merger between a Palestinian
mini-state and a democratic Jordan.

Federation

6... If it can be achieved, a federal rela-
tionship (in the circumstances, necessar-
ily a loose one) between the Palestinian-
Arab state and a modified Israel (or over
a broader area), including agreements to
defend the rights of the Arab minority
and of Arab labour in Israel, will be
preferable to Arab secession from Israel
and full-scale repartition.

a) The two nations are at.present
heavily intermeshed (Arabs living in
Israel, West Bank and Gaza people
working in Israel, etc.) Full intermeshing
is not possible in the short term, given
the national hostilities. However, we

ian. Such an amalgamation is: imposs-- - - - Considered as .a-national temtony.fon .should seek to minimise the sepé.rhﬁng-
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on racist institutions. It was not and i
not a racist conspiracy, but rather a pro
duct of many circumstances. To try t
‘ban Zionists’ is to try to outlaw th
reflex nationalism of the mass of Jewisl
people, and it is thus in eﬁect anti
Jewish.

In terms of political argument, how

. ever, we counterpose internationalisn

and Jewish workers

to Israeli-Jewish nationalism, and demo
cracy to Jewish sectarianism and Jewist
supremacy in Israel (or any modifiec
Israel). Within Israel (or any modifiec
Israel) we argue for full individual right:
and national minority rights for thf
Arabs; for an end to the ban on Arat
labour in major industries; for an end tc
Israel’s alliance with US imperialisn
and its role as a major m111tary suppliei
to South Africa, Centra] American dicta.
torships, etc; for the full separation of
religion from the state; for the dismant.
ling of the specifically ‘Zionist’ features
of the state (in particular, the set-ur
whereby quasi-state organisations, the
Jewish Agency and the Jewish National
Fund, provide funds and services to
Jews only); for the creation of a labour
movement 1ndependent of the state and
the employers.

We demand compensation from Israel
and the US to fund the resettlement of
the Palestinian-Arab refugees in the
Palestinian-Arab state.

The repossession of all Palestine by
the Palestinian Arabs is now impossible
without suppressmg the Jews; and the
Israeli Jews’ national rights cannot
depend on them ceasing to be ‘Zionists'
or agreeing to an unqualified right of
resettlement in all of Palestine for
Arabs. However, among the Israelis we
would argue for immigration laws which

‘would allow individual Palestinian Arabs

to move in and out freely or to go and live
there. Israeli-Jewish agreement to. easy
entry for Arabs would be an essential
contribution to national reconcﬂlatlon
and working class unity.

We explain to Israeli Jews that no
nationl that oppresses another can itself
e free or secure, and that they can
achieve peace, freedom and security
only by a democratic attitude towards
the:Arab peoples — just as we explain
to the Palestinian Arabs that any
solution that would oppress the Israeli
Jews would be regressive and
reactionary.

Arab states

8... While the Arab states have been
victims of predatory attacks by Israel,
they themselves are bourgeois or bour-
geois-feudal states with . expansionist
and predatory ambitions. They have
cruelly oppressed and more than once
massacred the Palestinian Arabs. While
In some circumstances we side with the
Arab states against Israeli attack, we do
not support the destruction of Israel by

- -— - -

- ~the mﬂtta.ry forces of the Arab states.
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THE militas of Amal are trying
to disarm the Palestinians in the
refugee camps round Beirut.
They have a green light from
Syria.

Syria wants to rearrange
Lebanon its own way — which
falls far short of the demands of
the national democratic Leban-
ese forces. Syria couldn’t do this
themselves, the needed allies.

Amal is one of the Lebanese
forces whose aims now coincide
with those of Syria. That’s why
the Syrians gave the green light
to Amal, who have their own
reasons for trying to disarm the
Palestinians.

Attacks

Their logic 1s that the Pales-
tinian presence in Lebanon has
caused Israeli attacks: so they
must prevent the Palestians

using Lebanon as a base.
Does this mean that the

Syrians are involved with the-

Americans or the Israelis in
some kind of plot? We believe
not.

The Syrians have miscalcul-
ated. They thought that it would
take one or two days to defeat
the Palestinians. It didn’t. We

have information that Nabih

Berri, the leader of Amal, told

Syria it would take Amal six

hours to do the job.

Jumblat.

false friends for PLO

On a recent visit to Britain, Abu Sami, a member of

the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine,
spoke ata meeting organised by the Labour Move-
ment Campaign for Palestine. Clive Bradley asked him
about the current situation in Lebanon, in the occup-

The Syrians want to eliminate
any opposition forces — in the
first place the Palestinians, but
also the Lebanese Communist
Party, the Syrian Social Nation-
alist Party — who aren’t fasc-
ists, the name is misleading —
to a certain extent the Lebanese
branch of the Ba’ath Party, and,
to a certain extent the Progres-
sive Socialist Party of Walid
These forces want a
political rather than a confes-
sional solution.

The attack on the camps by
amal is, they claim, a fight
against the pro-Arafat groups,
which is wrong. Only a minority
of the people in the camps are

'loyal to Arafat.

And anyway it is not Syria’s
or Amal’s task to carry out that
fight, and not by military means.
Arafat’s right wing political
leadership should be combatted
by trying to convince iiis follow-
ers of the dangers into which
he is leading the Palestinian
revolution.

ied territories, gbnd in the PLO.

All the Palestinians in the
camps, of whatever political
colour, are resisting. It’s not a
battle against Arafat, that’s just
a pretext.

After the siege of Beirut in
1982, Arafat concluded that it
was useless for the PLO .to
remain an anti-imperialist move-
ment. So he insists on alliances
with Jordan, Egypt, Iraq. He's
ambiguous over the Reagan
Plan.

Rights

These things follow from the
class perspective of the PLO
leadership. The upper strata of
the Palestinian bourgeoisie are

having a lot of influence on the

Central Committee of al-Fateh.

They need some kind of accom-.

modation with imperialism to
end the Palestinian struggle. Bit
by bit they are surrendering the
very basic rights of the Pales-
tinian people — the right to have

an - independent state ot their
own, the right of return to their
homes, and the right of the PLO
to be the sole legitimate repres-
entative of the Palestinians.

The PLO leadership has
begun practical involvement in
the American plan for the
region: some combination of
the Reagan Plan,
242, Camp David, we can’t fore-

cast exactly. But we can be sure
of what will not come out of this

— no Palestinian independent
state.

Opposition

The opposition in
(known in the Western press as
the Abu Musa group), the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, the PFLP-General
Command, the Palestinian
Struggle Front, the Palestine
Liberation Front, al-Saiqa,
which is pro-Syria, have all
formed a bloc in the PLO, called
the National Salvation Front. Its
aim is to win the PLO back to an
anti-imperialist stand, and to
maintain the PLO as the sole
legitimate representative of the
Palestinians.

This entails abrogating the
Amman agreement, and remov-
ing the present leadership. But
we want to be part of the PLO.
We don’t want to have two
PLOs. We are trying to push
Arafat aside, without giving him
the PLO. It’s not his PLO.

Resistance in the occupied
territories has escalated, despite
the attitudes of the right-wing
PLO leadership. This can be
seen in terms of military activity
against the occupation forces,
mass political activity, mass
organisations making petitions
against the Amman Agreement.

Small

We are not against coopera-
tion ' with every democratic
anti-Zionist force in Israel,
long as we do not have to surren-
der our right to struggle for an
independent Palestinian state.
We have contacts with the
Israeli Communist Party, with
the Matzpen [revolutionary left]
fragments; we are ready to co-
operate with any Israeli Jewish
anti-Zionists. At present these

»-forces-are smalk,-but we regard - 4
- -them as potentialallies.~ « « = = = =°

olution

Fateh

like China?

THERE were some loose analo-
gies drawn between the Khmer
Rouge and Maoism in your re-
view of ‘The Killing Felds’
(SO no.231).

*“In some ways (which ways?)
it was only a speeded up and
-concentrated — and therefoni,-_[

- more murderous — edition of

what the Maoists did in China,
where — it is now officially
admitted — many millions per-
ished in Mao’s so—called “‘Great
Leap Forward’’ and the Cultural
-Revolution”.”’

The Chinese regime seldom

resorted to execution of political
opponents. It preferred to
imprison them until they recan-
ted their political views. They
did this to hundreds of Chinese
Trotskyists arrested in 1952, as
well as to the dissidents of the.
Democratic Movement in the
early 1980s.

The Great Leap Forward was
an utopian attempt to raise
industrial productivity and to
collectivise agriculture. Thous-
ands of intellectuals were
harassed but not executed in the
“hundred flowers’’ ‘“period
before the Great Leap Forward.
Three bad harvests combined
with the Sino-Soviet split resul-
ted in a severe dislocation of
agriculture and industry in the
early sixties. But ‘‘millions’’
did not perish.

Inaccuracies?

The world, she do run 1n funny-

ways. Way back on October 4
1984, your publication ran, a
review by one Gerry Bén-
Noah, of my books, Zionism in
the Age of the Dictators and The
Iron Wall.

Now Ben-Noah is forced to
admit that ‘‘Most of the events
he (Brenner) refers to,”’ mean-

ambodia

ing my charges that various -

Zionist factions collaborated
with the Hitlerites, ‘‘are real’’.
However, ‘‘This is not to say
that a sizeable catalogue of
inaccuracies and contradictions
within Brenner’s corpus could
not be assembled’’.

Well said, except that he then
kind of forgot to tell us about
even one specific inaccuracy.

After wasting a page with
unsubstantiated charges about
my alleged errors, Ben-Noah
sagely counseled us that ‘‘Marx-
ists would be better off turning
to Nathan Weinstock’s Zionism:
Fulse Messiah''. An excellent
choice, espe(:lally as Weinstock
has been kind enough to write
me that my book is ‘‘a fine piece
of work,’”’ and that he has tried
to get it translated into French!

Ben-Noah had the audacity to
call me a ‘‘paranoid’’. Why?
Because of ‘‘the suggestion that
rich Jews control the US Demo-
cratic Party and thus American
foreign policy’’

Except that since the Demo-
crats don’t control Washingtan,
not even a paranoid like me can
think that any Democrat, Jewish
or otherwise, Reagan S

runs

Subscribe!

.~ Revolution as it is to swallow the

Letters

e —— - o

The Cultural Revolufion
started 35 adfa]ctlon Eght rvh;g
Mao tried to dislodge his politi
opponents entrenched in the
Party apparatus by encouraging
Red Guards to attack them as
privileged bureaucrats and
““capitalist roaders’’. The
faction fight escalated to near
civil war in various areas and
thousands were killed on both
sides. But it was not the State
apparatus executlng millions’
like Stalin’s reign of terror. It
would be just as naive to
believé the claims of the Great’
Leap Forward and the Cultural

“official admissions’’ today
from China’s present leaders
which seek to blame everything
on the ‘‘Cultural Revolution and
the Gang of Four”’

- Paradoxically, public execu-
tions have returned in a big way
in post-Mao China.

It is valid to make the general
point that the Chinese, Viet-
namese, Khmer Rouge and
Cuban regimes are all ‘‘mem-
bers of the Stalinist family’’.
But no insight is gained about:
either the Khmer Rouge’s
‘‘bizarre and. barbarous experl
ment in social engineering’’ or
about Maoist China by loosely
linking the two.

CHEUNG SIU MING

foreign policy.

However, crazy guy that I
am, I do not ‘suggest’, I insist
that rich Jews — not rich Alban-
ilans — are the single most
important financial factor in the
Democratic Party, and that’
therefore that party will stick
with Zionism to the end.

But would you believe it,
I’'m not the only lunatic on the
set. Certainly most American
scholars wou]d acknowledge G.
William Dombhoff as the great
spemallst on the country s rich.
‘That sociologist wrote, in his Faf
Cats and Democrats, that:

‘““Since the gentile  financial
community is almost excluswely
Republican, however, it is the:
Jewish financiers who by default
provide the Democrats with
‘their handful of essential money
raisers among the super-wealthy
...Jewish investment bankers
combined with other Jews...to
provide the financial leadership
of the Democratic Party in every
major non-Southern city except
Boston.”’

There is no need to go on, it is
obvious that when Ben-Noah is
not libelous he is ignorant, and '
when not ignorant he is libelous.
All that needs to be further said
is that it is evident that Zionism
is in deep trouble over my
charges if the Jewish Chronicle
had to stoop to trying to utilise

Ben-Noah'’s fl_'othings_ to defend
itself : LENNI BRENNER
® We invite both Gerry Ben-
Noah and Lenni Brenner to con-
tinue the debate in the pages of
Socialist Organiser.
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GERRY BYRNE’ 4

after-10pm
people

WELL. I thought it was ex-
tremely bad taste.

No.73 ended its seventh
run with Ethel getting
married. To the bank
manager. In Gay Pride Week
(but only on Channel Four
after 10pm).

We didn’t actually see her
tie the knot, or whatever the
appropriate act is, so maybe
she had a last-minute
reprieve and ran off with
Martina, it being Wimbledon
fortnight. She could always
borrow Dawn’s rainbow-
coloured nuptial skates.

Time is a curious thing.
It even merits a programme
of its own on Channel Four.
A time to be born, a time to
die, a time for minorities,
a time for time.

And minorities are a funny
lot, insomniacs to a woman.
While decen. whiie hetero-

sexual men are tucked up in

bed, doing whatever it is that
white hetero men do, the
minorities are only just wak-
ing up, like large-eyed lemurs,
tuning in to Channel Four.

Balloon

A large slightly flaccid
white balloon floated above
the Gay Pride carnival, pro-
claiming, ‘The Hippodrome is

.proud to be gay on Mondays’.

Which rather begs the ques-
tion: what about the rest of
the week?

The answer is, of course
sleepmg off the effects of all
this late-night TV viewing.
It’s deadly serious stuff. Well,
if you had to cram all the
non-white, gay, female exper-
ience into the eleventh hour,
you’d be pretty grim-faced;

'90% of the world in 5% of

the scheduling is some feat.
‘Breaking the Silence’ on
lesbian mothers, despite its

harrowing tales, did manage

some laughs. A lesbian his-
torian explained how the
medical profession stressed
the minority status of
lesbians, only 5% of the
populatlon and ‘that, follow-
ing Havelock Ellls, easily
identifiable.

They stood with elbows
on the mantlepiece smoking
cigars and went round slap-
ping chaps on the back.

One mother explained
how she wasn’t opposed to
her daughter having boy-

friends, but when one unpre-,

possessing specimen appeared
she called out, ‘Tracy, there’s
a pillock at the door for you’.
The daughter later agreed
with this assessment.

What details like this man-

aged to convey was that
despite the extraordinary
courage shown in appearing
— especially by those whose
legal cases to be allowed to
keep their children with them
were still pending — here was
a group of ordinary mothers
with ° delightfully articulate
children. =

Attitudes

This shouldn’t come as
any surprise to anyone, but
given the attitudes of judges
and husbands it clearly needs
to be given big-time airing to
get that rather basic message
across.

Perhaps it should be
presented in soap-opera or
sit-com form so as to be
accessible to those who retize
at 10pm. |

Melanie Chait had an awe-
some task introducing the
first TV film on lesbian moth-
ers. But there was a good bal-
ance of information and
human interest.

Two things
shook me. One was the hist-
orical perspective on child
custody. The extremely
recent phenomenon of (heter-
osexual) women getting cus-
tody of their children has
already been turned into a
reactionary myth by groups
like Families Need Fathers,
who claim that the law has
gone too far in the mother’s
favour.

The second was seeing
how mothers had lost their
children through trusting
their husbands for ten or
20 years to behave decently,

. expecting that their shared

life would count for some-
thing, and getting instead a
load of shit thrown at them.

A cautionary tale indeed,
which went a long way to ex-
plaining why such a pro-
gramme can only get an
eleventh hour showing. At all
costs the fiction -must be
maintained that lesbians are
identifiably other.

Lesbian mothers, especial-

ly those who had their child-

ren in marriages, are a living
challenge to this stereotype.

B St
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Clive Bradley reviews
‘Birdy’, directed by Alan

Parker, which is now show-
ing at the Odeon Hay-
market.

THIS IS a beautiful, beautiful
film. ‘Birdy’ gets his name from
an obsession with birds — ‘be-
cause they fly’.

He studies birds in order to
learn how to fly; constructs
working models; makes an
unsuccessful flying machine.
Friend Al can only watch in
distress as Birdy becomes more
and more preoccupied, losing
touch with reality.

They are separately called up
to fight in Vietnam. Al is ser-
iously injured; Birdy goes mad.
He sits alone in a cell in a mili-
tary hospital, crouching like a
bird, gazing up in despair at
the window. His friend is
brought in to talk to him, to try
to get through to him and bring
him back to reality.

Scenes of Al’s attempts to
break through to Birdy punc-
tuate the flashbacks of their
youth together, and the trauma
of the war.

Sexual

The military doctors don’t
know about Birdy’s obsession,
or even his nickname, and Al
wants to keep it that way, In
case Birdy 1s locked up for-
ever. Tensions between Al and
the officer-doctor increase as Al
tries to extend the time he has
to talk to Birdy, and the officer-
doctor begins to conclude that
Al 1s mentally disturbed too.
Al’s devotion to his friend is in
sharp contrast with the military
doctor’s lack of real concern.

The experience in Vietnam
has smashed their lives. Al is

physically crippled and psycho-
logically ruined. War has de-
stroyed Birdy’s illusion of flight
— of freedom — and transform-
ed it into a prison.

The film is primarily not about
Vietnam but about male friend-
ship. Al 1s present throughout
Birdy’s growing obsession,
helps him try to fly, and is al-
ways there to pick up the pieces
when things go wrong.

“Were you very close?’’, the
officer-doctor asks Al. “‘We
were never queer for each other
or anything’’, he insists.

Yet there is a deep sexual
undercurrent to their relation-
ship. Flight is itself, I am told,
a sexual image. Birdy’s relation-

‘Be Moderate’, the timorous cry

Who dread the tyrant’s thunder,

"You ask too much, and people
fly -

From you aghast, in wonder’.

"Tis passing strange, and I
declare

Such statements cause me mirth

For our demands most moderate

are
We only want THE EARTH.

Our masters all — a godly crew

Whose hearts throb for the
poor—

Their sympathies assure us, too,

If our demands were fewer.

Most generous souls, but please
observe,

What they enjoy from birth,

Is all we ever had the nerve

To ask, that is, THE EARTH.

Al and Bzrdy (Photo Tristar p:ctures)

ship with his birds is more or
less explicitly sexual. And more
or less explicitly this relation-
ship serves as a metaphor for his
relationship with Al.

As Birdy watches Al depart
for Vietnam, his favourite
canary smashes itself to death
on the window. Al disappears,
and Birdy is crouched crying

The Labour Fakir, full of guile,

Such doctrine ever preaches,

And, whilst he bleeds the rank
and file,

Tame moderation teaches.

Yet, in his despite, we’ll see the
day

When, with sword in its girth,

Labour shall march in war array

To seize its own, THE EARTH.

For Labour long with groans and

tears
To its oppressors knelt,
But never yet to aught save fears
Did hear of tyrant melt.
We need not kneel; our cause is
high,
Of true men there’s no dearth,
And our victorious rallying cry
Shall be, we want THE EARTH.

over the dead bird.

In the end Al’s devotion is
successful. Birdy is saved from
becoming a cabbage by a love
that will not give in.

There are stylistic echoes of

Parker’s earlier film, ‘Mid-
night Express’, though ‘Birdy’
is immeasurably superior. It is
executed with great sensitivity

Be moderate

and subtlety,
temptation of sentimentality.

There are exhilarating scenes

of simulated flight — we, the
viewers, are taken flying by the
camera as Birdy imagines him-
self soaring over the rooftops.
‘Birdy’ deserves the Cannes
Grand Prix that it was awarded.
I cannot recommend it too much.

Written by the great Irish
socialist James Connolly.

|

Songs of
liberty an
rebellion

avoiding the
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Science and

socialism

conference

by Kate Godwin of BSSRS and . |

Les Hearn

Many scientists who are social-
ists find their work brings them
into conflict with their political
beliefs. The recent conference of
BSSRS* on ““Working in
Science’’ examined this conflict.

The conference opened with a
panel discussion in which scien-
tists discussed the development
of their political views and how
they reconciled their socialism
with their scientific work.

One panel member was
Steven Rose, Professor of Biol-
ogy at the Open University and
researcher into the nature and
function of the brain. He has
been prominent in the move-
ment to debunk IQ and to des-
troy scientific support for
racism.

Another was Maurice Wil-
kins, FRS and President of
BSSRS, who worked on the
‘““Manhattan Project’’ to design
and produce the first atomic
bomb during World War Il. He
described how he became in-
creasingly unhappy at the social
and political implications of his
work and how he came to reject
the idea that human problems
can be solved with ‘‘technical
fixes’’. Wilkins’ post-war work
has been in peaceful areas. As a
prominent molecular biologist,
he was involved with Rosalind
Franklin in finding out the
structure of DNA (though most
of the honours for this ‘‘brilliant
accomplishment’’ went to Wat-
son and Crick). Whatever his
intentions, though, the uncover-
ing of the structure and role of

DNA has led to the technology of .

genetic engineering, with all its
promise and problems.

Disenchanted

Other speakers described the
mierarchy of scientific work, how
research has its scope limited
and how most research and
development work is for military
purposes.

More and more science stu-
dents are disenchanted with the

work they do and are aware that,

if they are open about their poli-
tics, their careers will not pro-
gress. Many therefore choose to
leave science.

It was argued that to opt out in
this way deprives pepole of the
opportunity to practise their
science together with their
socialism. We should therefore
‘examine ways of advancing
§ socialism as part of the work we
do.

The rest of the conference
focussed on the ways in which
socialist scientists could act,
eit_hex: in the unions or in cam-
paigning groups.

Workshops were held on such
themes as:

A Feminist Science and Tech-

nology. Women are frequently

excluded from any real influence
in the world of science. Most
women science workers are
quite low down ih the hierarchy
of science. Many more potential
scientists _are reEelled by the
priorities and masculine image
of science.

Counter Expertise and Cam-

paigning Groups. This involves
\ scientists sharing their skills

and knowledge with those who

are normally excluded from
fthese. Scientific expertise 1is

fusually used to the disadvan-
tage of working people so it is
| qmte. subversive of capitalist’

fOR

its secrets be

science that
exposed and used against it.

BSSRS has  successfully
pursued the goal of sharing
scientific expertise in Work
Hazards groups which deal with
people’s queries about dangers
at work and in the home. The
monthly journal Hazards**
carries a great deal of useful

information about  specific

hazards.

« Other workshops took in

Radical Science Teaching and

Medicine and Health. |
Critique

As the radical sciencesorgani-
sation in Britain, BSSRS needs
to get its criticisms across and
make interventions, but at what
level? Concentrating on estab-
lished channels carries the risk
of being absorbed intrying to
improve capitalist science. The
conference felt that BSSRS had
to link its critique with people’s
problems and it needed to speak
a language that others could
understand (a need that other
‘socialists should take note of!).

*  The tactic of forming alliances

with specific groups who need
access to scientific expertise
will therefore be developed (as
in the Work Hazards groups
mentioned above).

It was felt that the ways In

“which science and technology
are used under capitalism, such’

as speeding up or abolishing

workers’ jobs or manufacturing .

weaponry, are the best recruit-
ing agents for the radical science

movement and BSSRS looks set

to go from strength to strength.

*The British Society for Social
Responsibility  in Science
(BSSRS) has been going for over
ten years, publishing a maga-
zine ‘‘Science for People’. It
has several working groups such

as: Feminism and Science:

Socialist Strategies in Science;
Computing; Public Health;
Women and Work Hazards;
Technology of Political Control
and Politics of Food.

If you are interested in these
or want further information
about BSSRS, contact BSSRS at
2S5 Horsell Rd., London NS,
tel: 01-607 9615.

**Hazards is obtainable at 45p
(60p incl. p&p) from PO Box
199, Sheffield S1 1FQ. The latest
issue contains bac to the
Sheffield fire that spread asbesp
tos dust far and wide; a report
frori. workers at the Union Car-
bide plant at Bhopal; a study on

the dangers of working with

cement; and a2 report on chest

SuZ

lon NUR vote

By Rob Dawber

APART from the set-back on
strike ballots, the NUR AGM in
Ayr has been good so far.

And it was only as a result of
some sharp practice from the
top table that the resolution
requiring ballots before national
strike action was carried.

At NUR AGM all resolutions
on a similar subject are put
under one heading. No compos-
iting is allowed and only the first
resolution in that group is taken.

The first resolution on this

~item asked the NEC ‘‘to serious-

ly consider’’ ballots before
action. An amendment cut out
this clause and reaffirmed last
year’s policy of total opposition
to, and non-comphance with,
anti-trade union laws.

While we are not against
ballots, to commit us to them
now is a boost for the Tories, a
green signal for the next round
of anti-trade union legislation,
and will hamper us in any fight
back against the employers.

Both the amendment and the
resolution were narrowly voted
down.

Normally that would mean
that we reverted to last year’s
policy of non-compliance. But
after the break, the president

- ruled that since the amendment

had fallen we had not reaffirmed
the previous year’s policy and so
had no policy! Therefore, he

By Mike Grayson

ON Tuesday June 25, APEX
members working at the South
London headquarters of the civil
service union CPSA struck over

their pay claim.
Three APEX members
crossed the picket line —

CPSA'’s senior full-time officers:
general-  secretary  Alistair
Graham, deputy general secre-
tary John Ellis and general
treasurer John Raywood.

At the end of April, APEX
submitted their claim of £15 per

week flat-rate increase for all

staff. After waiting five weeks,
they got

CPSA’s “Official Side”

a response from
(the
general secretary, deputy gen-
eral secretary, general treas-
urer, president and two vice-

NUR general seé}?erary Jmmy Knapp. Photo: J.Harris.

Sharp practice

said, we must debate it again
with the next resolution, a stron-

ger one, requiring a ballot
before action.
General secretary .I immy

Knapp made his second long
speech for accepting ballots, and
said we would use them ‘‘to
smite the Tories’’. He assured
us ballots would be no substitute
for a campaign.

Second time lucky, the top
table won by 40 votes to 36.

Closures

The following day we debated -
workshop closures and unani-

mously voted for ‘‘whatever
industrial action was necessary’’
to stop the decline. Knapp out-
lined a nine-point plan for
defence of the works, going from
a boycott of the 150th anniver-
sary of the founding of Swindon
Works by the Great Western
Railway through refusal to move
wagons for scrap or into private
repair workshops, and an over-
time ban, up to being ‘‘pre-
pared to lock yourself in the fac-
tory if necessary’’!

Conference voted for a united
Ireland and against the Loyalist
Veto, and also against United
States interference in Nicar-
agua.

We unanimously voted for re-
nationalisation of all privatised
BR assets ‘‘without compensa-
tion other than on the basis of
proven need’’

presidents).

This offer gave sizeable in-
creases to high level staff — an
extra £1904 per annum for the
general secretary, for example,
but only £250-£380 per annum
for the majority of APEX
members. It was rejected, and
so was a later offer of arbitra-
tion.

APEX said: ‘“We have no
with to gamble on the possibility
of losing the principle of the flat-
rate increases. We are quite
capable of sorting out our pay
claims using the traditional bar-
gaining system at CPSA HQ.”

Alistair Graham has sent out a
circular to all CPSA Branch

Secretaries attacking the APEX
(because
there has been no secret ballot),
and trying to set CPSA members

action as “‘unlawful”’

TGWU rejects

witch hunt

“1F YOU want a union to be
proud of’’, newly-elected
general secretary Ron Todd

told the TGWU conference

last week, ‘‘for God’s sake
fight forit’’.

The conference voted by a
huge majority for a motion
favouring non-compliance
with anti-union laws. The
T &G has already suffered
legal penalties for breaking
the law.

Todd, in another ‘‘fighting
speech’’, urged opposition to
an incomes policy, and sup-
port for free collective bar-
gaining. He later gave a
TV interview in which he
refused to give the Labour
leaders a ‘blank cheque’ and
said he wanted to discuss
‘more than just incomes
policy’ with them.

Though posed in a militant
fashion, this could be an
indication that Todd is still

By Gerry Bates

leaving the door open to a
deal.
Roy Hattersley has been
pushing hard for incomes
policy in recent weeks, defy-
ing both Labour Party and
TUC policy.

Neil Kinnock spoke at the
T &G conference, calling for
a continued and intensified
witch-hunt against the ‘Mili-
tant’ tendency. ‘‘They are
sectarians and splitters’’, he
said, although without nam-
ing names. ‘‘There is no
place for people like that in
our movement'’.

Fortunately Kinnock was
rebuffed. The conference
voted against expelling ‘Mil-
itant’ supporters from the
Labour Party.

Socialists on

the board?

By Jim Denham

JOURNALISTS at Birming-
ham’s commercial radio stat-
ion BRMB are continuing
their fight against redundan-
cies.

BRMB management broke
all procedure agreements in
forcing through redundancies
— 30% of the newsroom staff
— and then suspended the
journalists when they took
action.

Mass pickets are being held

outside the BRMB studios

in Aston every Wednesday
morning.

The role of labour move-
ment ‘representatives’ on the
BRMB board is now causing
considerable concern to the
NUJ. The GMBATU and
APEX have shares in the
company, and the GMBATU
and the Musicians Union have
‘representatives’ on the board
(although, astonishingly, the
GMBATU °‘representative’ is a
former regional secretary put
on the board when the union
bought its shares afid now
apparently acting as a free

Union leaders cross picket

against the APEX strikers by
listing the ways in which the
latter are somewhat better off —
for example, their mlmmum
wage of £99 per week.

CPSA members should not be
taken in by these weasel words.
Our own low pay doesn’t excuse
imposing poor settlements on
other people in similar work.
There 1s, however, an excellent .
case to be made for CPSA to
reduce the inflated salaries of
bureaucrats like Alistair Graham
who use their position to attack
militants in both CPSA and
APEX.

Messages of support to:
Lyn Adams, Branch Secretary,
APEX (CPSA Headquarters

Branch), 215 Balham High Rd.,

London SW17.

]

group

agent!)

The company claims that
the board unanimously backs
its stand, and it is certainly
true that none of the Labour
Party or union members on
the board have issued any,
statement to the contrary.

Musicians Union members
should be asking what their
national executive member
Johnny Patrick thinks he is
playing at, and Labour Party
members should be demand-
ing that City Council Labour
secretary  Marjorie
Brown comes out openly in
support of the strikers.

All Brown has done so far
is to request Labour council-
lors not to give interviews to
BRMB.

Much worse, however, is
the fact the chair of the
BRMB board, John Parkin-
son, 1is a Labour Party

‘member in Solihull (and he

lectures in Industrial Rela-
tions at Solihull Tech!)

So far the GMBATU and
APEX have issued statements
of support for the journalists
and are said to be ‘consider-
ing’ selling off their shares in
the company.

Further pressure will be
placed on the company if
the Association of Broad-

- casting Staffs acts on a pro-

posal to °‘pull the plug’ on
all independent radio news
broadcasts in support of

BRMB journalists.

. Messages of support and
donations to NUJ Regional

Office, Daimler House, Para-
dise Circus, Queensway,
Birmingham.

Turkey Solidarity
Campaign
Public meeting

‘Monday July 8 at 7pm
Camden Town Hall

MINERS SENTENCED |
TO DEATH IN TURKEY|

Speakers from DISK,
Fatsa Campaign and
sacked Kent meners




Paul Whetton

(Bevercotes NUM)

Despite the attacks on
Tony Benn’s Amnesty Bill,
including attacks from MPs
who are supposed to be on
the left of the Labour Party,
I remain of the opinion that
the miners who were sacked
or taken to court were
victimised for fighting to
defend their jobs and their
communities.

I thought the way that
Tony Benn outlined it was
quite straightforward and
quite simple. The greatest
crime against the state is High

Jeremy Corbyn MP
NEIL Kinnock’s

hysterical
~and emotive response to the

call for an amnesty rather fits
in with the image that some
people in the party are trying
to push at the present time.
They seem to imagine that

Remember who the
real thugs are

Demand
amnhesty!

Don’t retreat!

activists.

Treason. That isewhat the
white racists in Rhodesia
were accused of and stood
condemned for over a num-

ber of years.
Then. at the end of it,

there was a general amnesty.

Now I don’t see what is
wrong with applying the same
arguments to people who
have tried to protect their

election by a series of sops
and gifts and appeals to the
middle class and the middle
ground in British politics,
meanwhile toning down any
campaign to improve working
class living standards and ton-
ing down opposition to the
Tory government.

Last Friday Tony Benn presented his parliamentary
Bill calling for an amnesty for miners in the same
terms as used in 1980 to give an amnesty to lan Smith
and his fellow-conspirators in Zimbabwe. The Tory
press denounced it — and so did Neil Kinnock. But
strong support has come from miners and Labour

jobs and communities.

Many of the sacked miners
have, since losing their jobs,
gone to court and been found
not guilty. Yet they are still
without their jobs. Even with
those who have been found
guilty it can be argued that
by sacking them as well you
are punishing them twice for
one offence. -

It is important that
Labour win the Brecon and
Radnor by-election on Thurs-
day, not to boost Kinnock,
but as part of the struggle of
the working class to assert its
opposition to the Thatcher
government.

court. Photo: John Sturrock, Network.

A “‘war situation’’ requiring rough justice - that’s how a Coal Board representat-
ive described the miners’ strike in an Industrial Tribunal hearing which ordered the
reinstatement of four North Staffs miners, sacked despite being acquitted in

After Gay Pride '85

we can win a future general er ay rl

on an almost completely a-political basis. The ‘political’
speaker, aside from the woman from Dulais, was Ken Liv-
ingstone, pausing for a moment on his way to the House of
Lords. And the main mobilising slogan was, ‘Stuff the back-
lash, have a day out!’ |

Having fun is fine, but lesbians and gay men need to org-
anise politically against Tory attacks. The biggest event of
the year should have been a focus for this.

Lesbians and gay men can ill afford to be ‘proud’ in 1985
and leave it at that. Organising against the ‘AlDS panic’;
against police harassment and the Police Act; against attacks
on ‘Gays the Word’ bookshop — these are the tasks now.

They have got to realise
that we have the most vic-
ious, oppressive, Tory govern-
ment there has ever been. It’s
imprisoning people for politi-
cal offences. It’s paving the
way for more repressive
legislation. |

A retreat in. the face of
that kind of force only
encourages them to go much
further and much faster.
What we need is a clear social-
ist lead from the party.

THE GAY Pride ‘85 march on Saturday June 29, was the big-
gest ever — 10,000 strong. It was a carnival-like event, com-
plete with pop stars, and was a spit in the face of the moral
backlash.

People came up from South Wales mining communities for
the march — an indication of the strength of the links made
by Lesbian and Gays Support the Miners during the strike.

Sian from Dulais got a great reception for her speech. She
stressed the lessons that had been learned in mining com-
munities about lesbian and gay struggles.

But there was an air of unreality to the event. It was built

London Labour Party
conference on

RATE-CAPPING AND THE
ABOLITION OF THEGLC

Saturday July 27, 10 t0 4.30
at Mary Ward Hall, 5 Tavi-
stock Place, London WC1.
Two delegates each from
LGCs, Labour groups, etc.
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