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WITH formldable courage, Polish workers
have risen in direct revolt against the Jaruzel |

ski dictatorship. ™

As we go to press, the Stalinist regime has
declared the Lenin Shipyard in Gdansk milit-
its workers subject to military
discipline. The next step could be workers

shot down for ‘mutiny’.

arised -

The Polish workers,
confronting the regime
after ten months of
repression have
weakened  Solidarnosc
‘and strengthened the
state machine, face
terrible  odds. They
urgently need all sup-
porting action possible

from labour movements
more free to act, like our
own. s
A vote to make
Solidarnosc formally
~illegal — it was only
“suspended’. by the
martial law last

December — was pushed
~ through the Polish parlia-
ment last Friday, 8th.
The next “ day a
-government reshuffle
ousted one minister who
had expressed doubts
about banning the union,
and the other minister
considered as some sort
of liberal. According to
the Paris daily Le Monde,
“It also seems that sanc-
tions are  envisaged
against those [few] MPs
who did not vote for the
law [bannlng Solidar-

nosc] .
The underground
Solidarnosc leadership

‘responded with a call for

a boycott of the new
official ‘unions’ and a
four hour protest strike

on November 10. The
clampdown, they
- declared, showed weak-

ness not strength on the

part of the martial law

regime. |
“By this act, the

WRON [junta] has

recognised -that it has

suffered a defeat.

“The WRON has not
succeeded in breaking up
the trade union move-
ment and its attempts to
corrupt the best-known
leaders have been fruit-
less.

“Through ten months
of martial law, the work-
ers have solidly shown
their opposition to the

general’s club-law”.

The Solidarnosc lead-
ers were more right than
they knew. On Monday
11th, workers struck and
occupied the Lenin ship-
vard in Gdansk. Soon a
striker committee had
been formed and other
yards and factories had
joined the action.

The workers deman-
ded:

*Restoration of full
rights to Solidarnosc.

*Freedom for all
those jailed under martial
law.,

*Freedom for Lech
Walesa and all the other

_IHTETHBBS

All  communications
were cut off from
Szczecin, another mili-
tant area of Solidarnosc,
but Polish government

sources spoke of
‘trouble’ in five provin-
ces.

By Monday evening in

- Tuesday

‘and an

~he described

Gdansk there were barri-
cades, water - cannon,
armoured cars, and tear
gas on the streets. On
night Polish
state television said 148
people had been arrested,
underground
radio station reported
that two had been killed.

The Russian defence
minister, Marshal
Ustinov, sent a message
to Jaruzelski, offering
full support against the
insurgent workers, whom
in bureau-

internal
and

crat-speak as “
counter-revolution
imperialist forces”.
This Solidarnosc up-
rising is more explicitly
political and radical than
the struggles of August
1980/December 1981.
Then,  Solidarnosc
leaders insisted that their
movement was only a

trade union, not out to

change the political
system. Now, after the
lessons of the Jaruzelski
coup and the months of
discussion among under-

ground Solidarnosc
militants since then, the
Solidarnosc leadership’s
strike call has stated
their aim in terms much
closer to the programme
of political revolution
against the bureaucracy.
They declare for a “'self-
-governing Republic”’.

“All  the more reason
for us to step up class
solidarity with our Polish

brothers and sisters.
Workers® boycotts of
Polish trade: commit-
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IT was quite fitting and in
order for the City of London
to organize a victory parade

this Monday for the Falk-

~lands Task Force..
‘enough, the armed forces did

True

a good job for the bankers.

It was appropriate, too,
that Margaret  Thatcher
should be there. No-one
owes a bigger debt of grati-

Jaruselski

ment by unions to boy-

~cott Russian trade if

Ustinov makes good on
his promise to help Jaru-
zelski; breaking of links
between British
and trade union organis-
ations and the East
European state ‘unions’
and ‘parties’; demonstrat-

ions, pickets, and every

other method of work-
ing class action available
should be used to give
aid to the Polish workers’

movement in its.fight for
life.
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labour

tude to the men who recon-
quered the islands at the cost
of so many lives from their
own and the Argentine
ranks.

It jarred a httle perhaps,
that the City backed down
press outcry and
allowed a few of the woun-

ded and maimed into the

celebration, instead of stick-
ing to its original plan of
excluding them all.

As well invite the
workers maimed by indus-
trial accident and disease to-
spoil the party at a company

directors’ banquet to cele-
brate record profits!
But that’s the City’s

problem. The labour move-
ment’s problem is this: why

“was Michael Foot there
- alongside

* Margaret
Thatcher" |

Why does the Labour
Party tolerate a leader who
calls h.imself an ‘‘inveterate
peacemonger™ and then joins
the Clty s jingoistic celebra-
tlon

AS we go to press, our
comrades at the NUR
conference report that
NUR leader Sid Weighell
has failed to engineer
sufficient support to
regain his position as
General Secretary. See
report page 15 and Press
Gang, page 3.
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and Labour Party confer-
ence, the annual gathenng
of the Tory Party presents
itself as the world turned
upside down.

AFTER the TUC Congress |
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'“SO,

off your bottoms,
lads. Get on with it. Re-

~ written . texts approved" by

the .conference stage man-

agers, the mixed ‘metaphor
‘industry had another field .
day while journalists nodd-

ed over their notebooks or

JOHN HARRIS

B

ional ﬂymg visits to Mers-

eyside in the past year —
even suggested from the

Britain as a front-line

European launch-pad for

- usual style promised the
.unempIOyed and the labour

movement a punch up the

‘‘the fashion was to say that
‘the long-term doesn’t
matter very much because,

- S , US Cruise missiles, the
_2:;3&33 orrrc;octltgsgt?lt:; ,:;Zmi:e ;ntt:;? es;;;di;: ﬁ;ﬁﬂg Sgl%lziiih.’]izep}? y platform of conference that unemployed could — along bracket — with still more as Maynard Keynes put
organisations; instead of you — and on all of us’’. ~ But for those prepared to hope needed to be given to with most of the rest of the anti-union laws and still  jt, ‘in the long run we are
| cut through the mists of the unemployed. population — be wiped out less jobs in the next year. all dead’.

there are ‘representatives’,
free to let it all hang out in
unbridled demonstrations

of their own bloodthlrsty ‘

politics.
There are no re solutlons

which mean anythmg on
major problems of policy:
instead the motions select-

— Michael Heseltine

destruction of industry is

the means to create ‘real

jobs’; and the promotion of

private medicine is seen as

tedium and deception, the

conference brought a chill

message.
Amid the heaving seas

| and howling winds of the

current economic storm,
Captain Thatcher (with a
parrot Geoffrey Howe on

In return, Sir Keith (*‘I
want to do things with
young people’’) Joseph

offered the unemployed the

‘hope’ that their kids might

find their state schools
- closed down under his

‘voucher’ scheme; Sir

Geoffrey Howe gave them,

in a nuclear war.
There were even more
‘hopes’ on offer: William

- Whitelaw promised to pun-

iIsh the unemployed and
youth more severely if
they are driven to crime;
Nigel Lawson and others

It was just what the ass-

embled throng of manag-
ers, majors, landladies
and loafers wanted to hear.

In the giddy atmosphere

of the conference hall,
" many may even have con-

vinced themselves that the
public at large wants to

Anyone who thought like
that would never plant a
tree. And we are in the bus-
iness of planting trees,

for our children and grand-

children, or we have no
business to be  in politics
atall”’.

The reality is that Tory

J > her shoulde ha lashed ; offered the unemployed the . - _
ed are vacuous affeirs, ol the ey to “support the T héel of the Tory ice. the ‘hope’ of more cuts in  ‘hope’ that they can invest Pay privately for its health policies are planting trecs
ways HS". | public services to offer their pathetic state benefits care and education. As the on the disused sites whose

animously, wh.lch in any
event are in no way binding
upon the Tory leaders.

And the ‘rank and file’ on
the floor of the conference
stand in general to the right
of their leaders, ready to
cheer the slightest hint of

brutality, chauvinism, and

nostalgia for the lost values
of the 18th and 19th cen-
turies.

On occasion the logic

descends to sheer lunacy —
such as the speech by

Transport Secretary David
-Howell, in which he strugg-
led to persuade tweeded

Shire Tories that an in-

 crease in the size of jugger-

naut lorries would be good
for the environment.
Apparently the manage-

‘ment of Sainsburys had

breaker to remain locked on -
a collision course which

means the wholesale de-
struction of the welfare
state, the nationalised

mdustnes and the power

of the trade ‘union move-
ment

. Deck
Exposed on the .deck, a

more tax cuts to the weal-
thy; and Francis Pym offer-

ed them ‘hope’ that with

You thought some Labour
Party conference decisions
were bad? ‘Here are three

- motions from this year’s

- best,

in shares in

nationalised industries:

‘and Norman Tebbit, in

!

ence is proud to tell the

world that Britain has the
‘most - hardworking
prime minister and political

‘hived-off’

week went by, there were

less- and less attempts to

.deny the logic of the now

notorious ‘Think Tank’

‘proposals for the axing of

public spending.

~ Bythetime of Thatcher’s
-finale performance, any

glimmer of defensiveness

- over the plans was conceal-
‘ed behind a vast billow of
red, white, and blue smoke.

factories once employed
workers. -

< OQutside in the real world, -
~however, the NHS dispute

continues to demonstrate
the’attachment of the whole
workmg class to the health

service; and other sections-

~of workers too are being

driven into confrontation
with the government.
In order to complete

Tory speakers complam - informed him that bigger number of more faint- Tory Party conference
of the ‘left wing' bias of  lorries would mean less hearted ‘wets’ are still agenda: v o lea(ﬁ; so%h?ttgier s full of Re |" o ,;E::;gger 8 I::')OS; f;lnmlefllit 1:
journalists  in the mass  journeys — while admitting  clinging (or frozen) onto Motion no.583, Norwood:  packbone and. guts, a real ‘Roll back rigid sta:ynce in the- face of
media, and in general talk  that most of the existing handrails and doorknobs, This Conference calls upon Tory, and the- best thing . C | sugclh st les and to inflict
size lorries already travel the Government to recreate  ince sliced bread. While boasting of the ruggles an 1

in a topsy-turvy language
according to ~ which the
struggle for nuclear dis-
the

armament is ‘selfish’;

half empty.
With speech after speech

delivered laboriously from

- jacked’

- while some — like Thatch- -
er's predecessor Edward .-
Heath — seem likely to be -

swept overboard altogeth-
er, possibly-to be rescued
in the SDP/Liberal dinghy.
Heath — whose own
brutal attacks on the work-
ing class have paled almost

virgin leading

the conditions in which a
a- child and

carrying a bag of gold can
pass on foot from one end
of the kingdom to another
without fear. -

Motion no.812, Manches-
ter Blackley. This Confer-

- Motion no.822, also Man-
chester Blackley: The Party
is- still. failing to get its

message across to the people
of our great land. We call on

Central Office to pull its

socks up.

extent to which she  had

already ‘rolled back social-
ism’ in the public services,

and promising to do even
more if re-elected, Thatch-
er made the ludicrous claim

that ‘‘The NHS is safe with

uS?’

Her speech also at one

further setbacks on the
working class before and
after the next election. -

It would be in the event .
of a serious failure in this
policy of confrontation that
the feeble and subdued
voices of the ‘wets’ might
hope to gain the hearing in

into insignifi ] - Her ,
parisglrf lgv?;hcgg eTI}I:afc(;:Er point waxed poetic. In the  the Tory party they current-
offensive — gave inter- 60s and 70s, she argued ly lack

views during the confer-

ence which castigated the
Thatcher leadership for
abandoning ‘traditional’
Tory philosophy. His state-
ments were an almost exact
echo of - Liberal leader
Steel’s lament that the
‘heavy mob’ had now ‘hi-
, the " Tory Party,
turning its back on the old
‘one nation’ ideals which
the Liberals loved.

As if to respond to these
criticisms or to lend a
‘human’ face to their actual
policies, a handful of sur-
viving ‘wets’ made guarded
references to ‘compassion’.

and to the ‘concern’ for
o the phght of the  unem-
« ployed in their speeches at

< fringe meetings.

BP announced 1300 redun-
dancies last week from its
tanker fleet —

arms about the effect on
Britannia’s—military ability

- to rule the waves!

“‘General Galtieri must
be kicking himself’’, de-

crared Merchant Navy Off-

icers’ assistant general

"secretary John Newman.
‘*“Without a strong BP fleet.
Britain would not have
been able to recover the- |
Faiklands’’. |
- Thais stuff about havmg

to berrow ships is a bit of a

and sea-
farers’ unions were up in

also based their ob]ectxons
to BP’s plan on the con-
tribution shade by 11

commandeered tankers to -

the' revival of gunboat
diplomacy.

16 of BP’s 45 tankers
are now due to be laid up.
Most other tanker operat-
ors are in a similar situa-
tion: world-wide, 385
tankers, one third of the
total fleet, are laid up. The
general recession, and the

increased use of plpe.
lines, are the reason.

If the unions could only
focus their sights on work-

T knock to all the talk of

> The wunlikely figure of
imperial grandeur. But,

T millionaire Michael Hesel- ers’ interests rather than

imperial nostalgia, then the

g) 21:;}3 ht;ne ge{;ha%sl mildly  nothing daunted, the Nat- job cuts could certainly be ies offer W‘}{kers the chance amounts Of capital by
£ y his occas-. i ional Union of Seamen fou gh_t ., I_f‘evg other industr- to immobilise such huge lndustrlal action.
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ON Wednesday October 20
POEU CPSA and SCPS tele-
com. me:;bers will be on one

day strike against the prwaz- .

| 1satlon British TeIecom

Tones pk
cuts

estimate E made by .
.Department of  Industry
secret mehao recently leaked
to the Guardian.

These -threats are a.lready
beginning to take shape

under the BT management =

chaired by Sir George Jeffer-

. son, who was brought in

after the split of the Post
Office into .separate tele-
coms and postal businesses.

To prepare for privatisa-
tion, Jefterson began the
streamlining late last year
under the slogan “shapen up,
sharpen up!”

The" telecommunications
industry will undergo huge
technological changes in the
next few vyears with the
introduction of System X

(the new telephone
exchange), satellite com-
munications, <cable TV,

optical fibre cabling and the
computerisation = of office
Work

The hu e input of new
technology w111 make it an
extremely capital intensive
mdustry, and also holds out
possibility - of huge
profits for multinationals

that can bugld up a mono-

poly or cartel control of
telecommunications equip-
ment supply.

But privatisation atfects
many other workers beSId{'s

by Patrick Spilling
BILL WORMLEY general

“secretary of the National

Union of Ballot Box Mak-
ers, was admitted to an
orthopaedic ward of a
London teaching hospital
last night with" severe
strain to the wrist and fore- -
arm.

Mr Wormley damaged
his arm while writing a
spontaneous outburst of
support from the mem-
bership for him to with-.
draw his resignation, which

“he submitted last week.

Left-wingers — who have
tried for years to subvert
the union — took advant-
age of his injury to reopen
the attack, saying that he
had been caught ‘‘rigging
a response from the mem-
bership’’.

Mr Wormley — too tired
last night to talk to any-
one except 'a couple of
dozen  reporters — said
from his hospital bed
that this was typical of the

carping he had to put up

with at every executive
‘meeting.

“T know what the mem-
bership wants, and 1 was
just putting it in_to words’’,
he said.

Mr Wormley has been

the centre of a storm since .

If BT is sold off, as the =
Ln it will certamly e

inean lower pay for BT :

“workers |and job

45,000 was the conservatlve
the -
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us. The TUC ‘should be
mobilising

isation and for the shorter

- working week, to save jobs.

Local trades councils

should be pressed by BT -
unions to set up joint com- -
of the different

mittees
unions fighting privatisation.

A first step in privatis-
ation of- telecoms was the

‘abolition in. 1981 of BT’s

monopoly A private consor-
tium, Project Mercury, is
a.lready planning to take
away vitaltrunk calls custom

— where the profits are made

— from BT

the Labour Party confer-
“ence, where he cast his -
‘union’s 700,000 votes for

Norman Tebbit in the elect-
ion for the National Ex-

ecutive.
The union executlve had

tried to tie Mr Wormley-~

hand and foot by passing a
resolution to ‘‘oppose Teb-
bit’’, but Mr Wormley said
he had to interpret the un-
ion instruction ‘as best he
could. . -
Mr Wormley
“‘Circumstances

said:

ence vote to
Tebbit at all costs’, and 1
found myself having to
weigh up the consequenc-
es. I sent a second class
letter to Mr Scargill asking

. him whether he still wanted

me to vote for a miners’
candidate, but I had no
reply by the time the vote
came’’.

Left wmgers were furlous
that . the leading Tory

. union-basher should have
‘been voted onto the Nation-

al Executive of the Labour
Party, but Mr Wormley had

~ once again put his finger on
the pulse of the member-

ship. |
For this hard-hitting, no-
nonsense bluff man of the

-the whole move- .
ment to flght against privat-

“changed since the confer-
‘oppose

_ At the POEU annual con-

ference this year, a detailed
against
“Project Mercury was talked
out by the union’s right wing

plan for - action

— the president waving aside
calls that the motion be put.
But the executive have

since correctly instructed

branches to black Project.

Mercury’s: connectlon to the
BT network.

A privatised BT would"

make that blacking action
more difficult, and improve
the chance of success for
non-union firms such as
Project Mercury.

Project Mercury is a con-

- people knows that behind
“the rhetonc, Mr Norman

Tebbit is the kind of man
ballot-box makers respond
to best.

The hard-line leftists on
his delegstion also com-

~plained that Mr Wormley
had not given any hint of -

the way he had voted. Mr
Wormley said, ‘‘It is a lone-
ly life at the top. It would
be only too easy to keep _
asking your delegatlon this,
that and the other, but the
buck has to stop some-
where’’.

- Crime

Ir Mr Wormley does go,
it will be a tragic loss to the
trade union movement of
one of the few men who had
any public credibility.

Mr Wormley’'s main
crime has been to call for a

trul socialist incomes pol-

icy. He had told the TUC

that if the trade unions -

really wanted to help the
low-paid, they would cut
their members’ wages until

 health workers no longer

seemed badly off by com-
parison.
It was this kind of plain-

speaking truth that the

trade union barons and

- must

‘well hidden

Houston

glomerate of finance houses
~and others, including
Barclay’s

BT shares after pnvatlsatlon
The privatisation of BT is

not a policy confined to

Britain. In .Australia,

and loss- of monopoly.

Tentative hnks have been

built through the exchange
of infommation between
unions
Australian =~ counterparts.
These should be built on. -
After the one day strike,
what next? _The one-day

strike alone will not stop the
Tory government’s privatis-.

ation plans

Tebbit’s law is due 10
become law in the near
future. This could become a
major obstacle to any action
agamst privatisation, I.e.
action to defend our jobs,

could be deemed to be polit- |

ical and therefore unlawful.
To ensure defiance of the

privatisation plans-and con-
- tinuation of the figh

it despite Tebbit, branches
call on the union
executives to step up the
campaign immediately
through contmued 1ndustrlal

action. |
| Branches of all the BT

unions should call on their
executives

ment telecom lines immed-
iately and indefinitely and to
carry on this action even if
Tebbit’s Bill becomes law.
We should also call for
specidl conferences of each
union. -

" hard-line Marxists on his

executive could not stom-
ach. But among ordinary
rank- and file ballot-box
employers it made him a
hero.

From that day to this, the
Moscow-paid assassins on
‘the unrepresentative. exec-

~utive have been out to get

him.

—was to go over their heads
to what he knew the mem-
bership’s

- were.

It mxght seem to some
carping critics that sitting
in a hotel room writing out
letters of support to himself
was an example of manipul-
ating  the democratic
process.

But that is only in the

~ twisted logic of those who

want to use democracy to
their own ends and reduce
it to a question of vulgar

majorities. |
The true democracy
which Mr Wormley has

sought is the democracy

which counts up the real
desires of the members -

the innermost desires so
benreath the §

surface that\ even the
membership doesn’t know
they are there.

Bank ~who no
~ doubt will be seekmg to buy

the

state telecoms industry is
~ under threat of privatisation .

in BT and our

t against

A to instruct all-
- branches to black govern-

Mr Wormley S response

_real interests
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STEEL workers will strike
on October 22 in a one-day

threats by
[BSC] of
closures.

million. this year,

closures are likely. Ravens-
craig [Scotland] and Red-
car [Teesside] are the
plants most at risk.

The steel union leaders’
main demand is import con-
trols. ISTC leader Bill
Sirs has complained espec-

aria, Rumania, Spain, Kor-
ea, and South Africa. The
Labour Party has called for
a total ban on imports. .
Meanwhile, US steel
bosses — supported by US
steel unions — are deman-
ding measures to stop Brit-
ish steel exports to the US.
~ It’s the same more or less

AT A meeting held in
October with Labour coun-
cillors from most London
boroughs and a number of
General Committee dele-

gates, the Association of
. Socialist Cquncillors was
established.

It agreed to a declara-
tion following some.of the
same. points as the state-
ment supported by over S00
candidates in the May elec-
tions, reiterating the refusal
to carry out any cuts in ser-
vices or to be intimidated
by the activities of district

auditors and adding a clear

opposition to witch-hunts in
the Labour Party. The ASC
itself refused to register.
Introducing the confer-
ence on behalf of its organ-

isers, Councillor John Plant

from Newham emphasised
the continuity of this body

action called by the TUC -
Steel Commiitee against
British Steel

, more plant,

With BSC losses nsmg
and likely to be over £300
‘steel
bosses have warned that

ially about steel from Bulg-

Camden Town Hall on 9

all round the world: steel
industries in crisis, and the
union leaders in each coun-

ers of some other country

4. producing too much steell .

But a spiral towards pro-

tectionism | would help

| steel jobs!

acity, the US mdustry at
40% . Even Japan has pro-

.-"_ductlon 11% down on 1980.
tryblammgltonthe work-
| 'workers are ltud off, 40,000
oon short time. France’s

In the US, 150,000 steel-

steel workferce has been

‘cut 37% smce 1976, West

workera nowhere. The steel

crisis is a crisis of caplta]- |
ism world-wide. -

In Britain, there has been |
- a drastic declme of steel-
. using industries like cars

(down 50% since 1972),

construction (down 40%),
and mechaniéal engineer-
ing. The decline of steel has
gone in parallel. In 1970

workers, makmg 28 million
tonnes. Now it has 94,000.
The capaclty is 14 milhon

tonnes, but production is’
.running at only 64% of

capaeity.

The trend is the same
everywhere else. EEC steel

is running at 607% of cap-

by Alan Clmton (chlef
whlp, Islington council)

from past efforts to develop
left wing policies on local
government notably those -

assoc:ated with the Socialist
Campa for ~ Labour
Vlctory London - Labour
Brlefmg and Target 82.

it was only with the

erlands’ £
‘has been cut 12% since

Germany’s 17%, the Neth-
10%. Belglum s

1978, Italy’s 10%.
lmport conirols are no
answer to this world crisis
— and any effect they do
have will mean ering

- for the world’s worst-off

the industry had 260,000

steelworkers, in countries
like Korea and Brazil.
An answer to the inter-
national crisis has to be an
international answer — a

 workers’ plan for the indus-

try, starting off with work-
sharing under workers’
control with no loss of pay,
and enforced by occupation
of plants threatened with
closure.

Comrade Hodge outlined

the  ineffectiveness of the

various - joint bodies sup-

~ posed to represent different

councils — the Association

~ of Municipal Authorities and

the London - Boroughs

~ Association. Even when the

AMA had a Labour majority
it had been attemptmg to
find a policy of ‘consensus’
with local Tories in the face

- of Tory attacks on all the
- services. =

elections of last May that it .

- was possible now to set up a

body of councillors deter-
mined to oppose all cuts and
to proceed on the basis of
the pre-election declaration.

Islington Council leader
Margaret Hodge spoke on

the problems faced by all

councils in inner c1ty areas.

spending had not affected
what the central government
itself was spending. But local

government, which when the

Tories were elected had been
two-thirds of their

getting
funds from central govern-
ment are now. getting little
more than ahalf

LABOUR PARTIES AGAINST THE
WITCH-HUNT

Conference of delegates from CLPs, LP
‘branches, affiliated trade union branches, ~
women’s sections, YSs, etc.*

Saturday October 30, 10am to S5pm, at County

Halil, London SE1. Credentlals for delegates from
CLPs (two each) and others (1 each), £1 from

107 Neville Road, London N16 0SU. Cheques *
payable to Hackney North and Stoke Newmgton
Labour Party.

- Sponsors include: Hackney North, Bermondsey,
Hornsey, Wood Green, Chipping Barnet, Peckham,

Vauxhall, Brent South, Islington North, and Islmgton
- South Labour Parties.
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GLC leader Ken Living-

‘stone also spoke, mainly on

ways of getting round some
of the impediments placed in
the path of socialist coun-
cillors by lawyers, full-time
officials and others.

- He advised on getting
lawyers to act not to impede

"what we wanted to do but in

policies.

that supported our
He also outlined
that had been

ways

methods

‘developed at the GLC to get

All the Tory cuts in public .

full-time staff and resources
to work directly with elected
councillors rather than to
the stifling and conservative
bureaucratic procedures.
Many other aspects of -
what socialist councillors
needed to do were put for-
ward in the w:tde—ranging
discussion that - followed.

. There were calls to confront

Tebbit’s latest so-called
training  initiatives, the-
privatisation schemes of

| ‘Tory councils, and the secre-

tive procedures that persist

~ in certain Labour Groups.

As Association  joint
secretary Keith Veness put it
in this discussion, the easiest
thihg for right wingers to do
was sit back and let the
councils be run on ‘-auto-

matic pilot’. As socialists, we

. needed to challenge

the
established institutions of
local government not to
mention the vicious attacks.

- of the Tories.

It is to be hoped that this
initiative will lead to further
discussion on specific policy
areas, and in particular on

- the political issues that will

/

be at the centre of the fight
to defend local services
against the next 'oﬁslaught of

the Tories.

-61.-4"

‘The joint secretanes of
the Association are Keith
Veness and Jeremy Corbyn
and details are available by

-writing to Flat C, 155 Green

Lanes London N16 9DB
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“International

TWO new trials have just

started before. the Military
Court in Istanbul. The death
penalty has-been demanded

against ten trade unionists

and senior members of

democratic

fifteen’years in prison. = -

Six members of the
Executive Committee of the
DISK labour cenfederation
are = being prosecuted for
having upheld ‘**Marxist-

Leninist” ideas — e.g. unify-

ing the Turkish trade union
movement, : X
The defendants are Sukru

| Ozbayrak, Erol Yalgin,
Mustafa Cengiz Acar, Ali
Ozarkaloglu, Sabahattin

Topuz and Cetin Uygur,
chairman of "the Miners
Union.

man of the Union of Turkish
Architects and Engineers,
Ethem Erhan Taneri, chair-
man of the Federation -of
Social-Democratic  Associa-

tions, Ercan Eyupoglu, secre-

tary-general of the Associa-
tionn of White  Collar
Workers, and Senator Ahmet
Tildiz, chairman of the
People’s Cultural Organisa-

‘tion (an institution set up by

Ataturk), are accused of
trying to charige the consti-

- tution by force.
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" stories and peculiar events.
- Following the strange death

country by
Lemigres. |

I | R
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_ associations. -
Others risk a punishment of

Teoman Ozturk, chair--

I T &
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Former senior officers of
DISK, who were responsible
for managing the various
departments of the confed-
eration — Yucel Yaman,
Gunaydin Erdogmus, Argun
Muceldili,
Faruk- Pekin, Ibrahim Sadun
Aren, Zafer Kutlu and
Mehmet Erhan Gomuc face
similar charges. |

Many others are
tried in their absence.

- The sgcond trial is aimed
against the printers’ trade

being

EIGHT trade unionists in
the South American dicta-
torship of Uruguay will go
on trial on November 15,
charged with being mem-
bers of the banned Socialist
Workers’ Party (PST).

- The fact that they are
coming to trial is a victory
for the campaign waged in
their defence since their

| arrest in April > Previously

the police had denied hav-

fLing themin jail — and they

Albania repel

- ‘inv a S in,

THE Peoples Socialist Repub-
lic of Albania continues to
be the source of mysterious

of Prime Minister Shehu last
December and explosions in

~the Yugoslav Embassy. in the

capital, Tirana, this vyear,
there are now stories of an
attempted invasion of  the
Italian-based

Radio Tirana announced

that on Saturday night Sep-

tember 25, a gang led by
bandit leader  Xhevdet
Mustafa had landed on the
Adriatic coast of Albania

'with “guns, dollars and spy-
glasses”. Unfortunately for
the “criminal gang” they had
been spdtted by local inhab-

- reported . their

. the

itants who promptly
the People’s Army.
Eventually = the invasion

- force was ‘liquidated’ after a

battle hich lasted five
hours. :

The Hoxha government
~describes © gang leader

Mustafa as a well-known
criminal and supporter of
deposed  Mussolini
puppet king of pre-war
Albania, Ahmet Zogu. How-
ever nobody outside of
Albania has ever heard of
Mustafa, - and so specualtion
as to the truth behind the
story -has commenced in Bel-
grade and Vienna (where the
limited news from Albania
is often monitored).

- "Owing to the incredibly"

rigid, ultra-Stalinist police

Affiliate to the Turkish Solidarity Campaign.

Write to: TSC, BM Box 5965, London WC1IN

3XX.

Mete Sonmez,

presence to

- Current

A

“this
happened at Party of Labour ¢4

union, BASIN-IS, the chair-

man of which, Burhan Sahin,

is being tried in his absence
at the trial of the 52 major
DISK leaders. (He has been
~given asylum in Sweden).
Many defendants are still

to be brought to trial.
Punishments of between
11 and 20 years in prison

~ have been demanded . for
military.

them. And the _
prosecutor is calling for the

final dissolution of this trade

union. | '

could simply have ‘dis-
appeared’, like so many

. others in -Uruguay since

1973, Argentina since 1976,

or Chile since. 1973.

The eight were in fact
active in secretly reorganis-
ing the trade unions. ‘in

Uruguay. After arrest,
they were ~ severely
. tortured. |

A campaign has b;een
organised in many coun-

tries. In the US, many

by John
Riley

state ‘that exists in Enver
Hoxha’s Albania it is very
difficult to find out very
much about internal politics
there, so stories mushroom.
theories on . the
invasion range from it being
a mistake by badly disor-
iented Greek smugglers: to it
being connected to: the

‘present inner party power
struggle of which the last
- symptom was the death of

Shehu during a Politburo
gunfight (not the first time
sort of thing has

Politburo meetings).

- There may well be some
truth” in - this latter theory
because changes in.-Hoxha’s
isolationist policies are both

needed and show signs of

appearing,
- They are needed because
after Hoxha’s assorted

quarrels with anyone who
matters in the Stalinist world
(except the idealised image

- of Stalin himself), Albania’s
economy needs assistance, .

Russian and Chinese projects
were  left - unfinished and
much of
machinery relies on cannibal-
isation in order to lumber
along.

Trade deals with North
Korea have been set up, and

farming experts from France

and oil technologists from
slightly - less ©+ maverick
Romania have been spotted
in Tirana. o o
These changes, ther
pace, sluggishness or cxist-
ence, may well be at the
heart  of an inner party dis-
pute which could rock
Albania to its Stalinist foun-
dations. . '
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‘Uruguay protest

union officials. and shop
- stewards have endorsed it,
as well as the National

Lawyers’ Guild. ‘30 con-
gressmen In Peru signed a
telegramme demanding the
release of the eight, and
one trade union leader

personally went to Uruguay

to pursue the campaign.

Trade union organisat-
ions in Colombia, Mexico
and Brazil have also called
for the eight to be freed.

The campaign asks for
signatures for the following

text, and donations to cover

the cost of sending tele-
grammes to the Uruguay-
authorities: ‘‘“We de-
mand the immediate re-
lease of Roberio Rodriguez
Suarez, Ulises Marshall
Nigro Ortiz, Jorge Frutos
Oliva, Alicia Locatelli Mis-
erocchi,

Bruzzone, Miguel Matos
Fangio, who were arrested
by the Uruguayan police
because of their union and
human rights activities. -

*‘We hold the Uruguay-

an government responsible
for any physical harm that

"may have come to the
their

above-named during
detention’’.

“Contact: Susana Fernan-

dez, PO Box 27421, Los

Angeles, CA.90027, USA.
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from the capital of Mozambiqg
South African or South Africa

Maria Cecilia
‘Duffau Echevarren, Jose

‘trate’s
money had been wasted on.

belonging to DATA (now

. TASS) was sacked by the
British Oxygen Company for

IN 1959 a shop ‘steward

his refusal to give up being a -

steward. He decided to
return to the country of his
birth, South Africa, and join

the struggle there for demo-

cracy and an end to apar-

-~ theid.

In 1964 he was com-

mitted to trial with several

others for ‘sabotage’, ‘terror-

ism’ and ‘communism’, He
was sentenced to 20 years
imprisonment and is now in
‘his njneteenth year. |
?ﬁrsl name is David Kitson

and his family are living in -

Islington.

~ His wife, Norma, his son,
Steve and his daughter
Amandela have been organis-
ing a round-the-clock vigil
outside South Africa House
at  Trafalgar
protest against the imprison-
ment of David Kitson and all
the other political prisoners
in South Africa who are
held under  apartheid’s
draconian ‘laws’. They are
calling for his immediate
release, and short of that an
improvement in the condi-

tions under which he is
gaoled and medical care for .
his bad heart. -

- Viva

It is a spirited picket
which welcomes newcomers

- with cries of “viva Bob” (or

whoever). - .
It has been subject to
considerable police harass-

ment. While I was there,

two policemen aggressively
informed us that anyone

covering a small area of the
pavement would be arrested.

~Already seven pickets had

been arrested. .
Steve Kitson said that he:

been dismissed in-the magis-
court. Taxpayers’

the fact that the pickets had
hung their dripping sleeping
bags on Hyde Park railings
to dry after a wet night.

Steve Kitson said that

- this police harassment was

$aiais
i
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Square -in -

-not standing on the tarpaulin

“had personally been charged
~on two counts of obstruc-
‘tion but both charges had

U
::.a.-x.%::;:_.

rica } a water pipeline 25 miles
ue. And Angolan troops (above) still face a simmering war with
n sponsored forces‘in the south of their country. L

cut

- uniting with

-pendent, non-racial

-made - this
feasibie and pressing now

‘South Africa House.

an example of the many

ways in which the British
‘authorities work hand in-

glove with their South
African counterparts. Their

~common purpose, he said,

stemmed from their mutual
need to preserve the profits
of - British investment in
South Africa, whatever the

consequences for  black
workers there or British
~workers here. |

Representatives from

several unions and from the-
Labour Party have attended

the picket (NUJ, TASS, Reg

Race, etc). It shows again

the tremendous importance
of British trade unionists
our South
African countérparts in our
mutual struggle against apar-
theid.

‘The rapid growth of inde-
trade
unions in South Africa has
much more

than ever before.
- David Kitson has been

“busy in prison taking degrees
~in Economics,

1 Political
Science, Zulu, Mechanical

Engineering and some other

subjects. He has been offered
a fellowship by Ruskin
College, Oxford, where he
had once been a student. He

8 due to be released .on
| December 17, 1984. |

Let us . support . the

 Kitsons in their endeavour to

have him released earlier and
to . protest against the
barbaric policies practiced

~under the veil of apartheid’s

law and order. |
Anyone wishing to offer
support can join the picket
at any time any day outside
You
will be warmly welcomed. -
h BOB FINE
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"I SEE 1983 as being just

as tough as 1982'". ‘‘We
are operating on the assum-
ption that there will be no

upturn next year’'. “‘We
had a false spring. If things-
don't improve, we shall
have to reduce capacity

further’’. -

When . bosses surveyed
by the Financial Times
read their order books this
then the prospect
for the working class is that
the dole queues will cont-

‘1nue to get longer.

. Unemployment increas-

~ed 120,000 in the first half
of 1982. Significantly, the -

toral number of jobs de-
creased by a much greater
number — 250,000. The
difference reflects partly an-
excess of people retiring

“over school-leavers in the

given period, but also un-

employed people just giv-

ing up all hope of a job.

The rate of profit, which
last year was rock-bottom,
seems to have been iIn-
creasing slightly in the
second half of 1981 and first
half of 1982. Wage rises

‘behind the rate of inflation,

and. a massive increase in
output per worker, explain

~ this.

But there is no indication
that ‘the increased profits
mean a return to prosper-

itv. Real interest rates have

risen, too, and the Bank of .
England reckons that the
‘cost of capital’ may now be
higher than the industrial
rate of profit. In- other
words, capitalists will do

“better to lend their money

at interest than to invest it
productively.

Besides, if productive

~ investment does pick up, it

can just as well mean more

" machines to rep_lace work-
ers as more jobs.

The immediate cause of
the new upsurge in unem-
ployment seems to be the

renewed dowturn in the
- US. Between about mid-

1980 and autumn 1981,
the US had something of a
limited recovery from the
slump which started in

- 1979. Since then, however,

it has plunged downwards
again. So have the advanc-
ed capitalist economies as
a whole.

Industrial produ.c.tion.

'Went down between Aug-

ust 1981 and August 1982
in all the major advanced
capitalist economies except

Slump'v :

An overview of Britain’s
slump is given by a few
Employment in

gone down from over 9
million in 1978 to 7.2 mill-
ion In July this year: em-
ployment in manufacturing
industries has gone down
from 7.1 million to 5.6 mill-
ion. Public sector net capi-
tal formation ran at about
£4 bilion a year (1975
prices} up to 1976, and last
year was down to £400

~million — a 90% decline.”
- But the Thatcher doctr-
“ine is that this purge must- -

continue until the working -
class is sufficiently. beaten
down to allow a new capi.-
alist upturn on a  more
profitable basis. |

L N

- -Belgium and Japan. And .
_unemployment increased

 J
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“A triumph for democracy”

rrumpeted the Morning Star

15 it hailed the inauguration
of a civilian - government

ifter 18 years of almost un-
sroken military rule. But the

triumph 1s far from complete
— and there is no stablhty\
for the new government.

~ The team announced by

Siles' Zuazo is _described by
the Star as\a “left wing
popular unity government”
[t incorporates two Com-

the \ new President Hernar\

munist Party ministers: but

it also embraces members of

Siles’ own bourgeois nation-

alist National

“party, the

Revolutionary Movement of |

the Left (MNRE.

And the petty bourgeois -

Movement of the Revolu-
tionary Left (MIR) also finds
seats in the government.

majority in the last elections
in Bolivia (June 1980): but
thev were prevented from
taking office by a military
coup led by officers who
could not stomach the
notion of ‘Communists in
power.

Since then Siles and his
allics have conducted a limp

campaign:  around  the
embassies of other Latin
American -and imperialist
governments, pleading for

recognition as -a “govern-
ment in exile”’.

They succeeded, too:
Siles>  inauguration  was
marked by a major display
of support from, especially,
EEC diplomats, eager to see

some more rational caprtallst

regime replace  Bolivia’s.
corrupt ~  cocaine-trading
gencrals.

But it is typical of the
politics of this grouping that
their notion of such a
struggle was to appeal to the
international bourgeoisie

rather than the militant
workers and. peasants of
Bolivia, who showed in

repeated strikes and ‘mobilis-
ations their determination to
rid the country of its succes-
sion of military dictators.

. This passive attitude to
the fight in Bolivia 18 no

This same alliance won a

1980: the tanks roll in to stop Siles becommg‘ preszdenttﬂ:How long wzll z‘hey give hzm now?

accident: it reﬂects the polit-.
ical bankruptcy of the
“popular unity” leaders
themselves, who, like all

such formations, are incap- -

able of presenting anything
resembling a revolutionary
solutioh to’ the working
classes. |

Siles” own party, repres-
enting the interests of an

extremely small section of-

anti-dictatorial Bolivian
capitalists, uses populist
rhetoric to enlist the support
of sections of the peasantry.
~ He has said in his first
Presidential address that “We

-cannot demand more sacri-

fices from those who have
already suffered so much”.
‘But the demands and
needs of the peasantry can-
not be fulfilled by pious
speeches:  iney require
material action — to expro-
priate the landowners, the
banks and other caprtallst-

holdings, to provide cheap
credit and suaranteed
markets for agricultural

goods, and to disband the

“standing army whose vicious,

corrupt existence stands as a

~threat to the Bolivian masses

. S ~——

hat prlce |mports

FOR years now some
leftwmgers — above all
the Communist Party —
have been arguing that the
best way to save BL is to
have a ban on imports, or
a restriction at least.

- Now a report has come
out that shows that British
car buyers are p.ying out
£1.3 bilion a year in
artificially high car prices.
Some cars sell at up- to
£5,000 less than
prices in
showrooms.

The present barriers to

buying British abroad at

a lower price than at home
mclude quoting long de-
livery times or witholding
Type Approval certifi-
ates, says the repont,
prepared for the Institute

*British
continental

- knowing it.

of Fiscal Studies.
"~ There can be no doubt
that if these informal

barriers were replaced by
a formal ban — eliminating
comptetition from. foreign
cars too — motor prices
in Britain would be even
higher .. And who has to

‘pay these increased prices?

You of course.

HAVE you been sénding

your holiday snaps to be

processed at Grunwick’s?
You may have — without
Bonus Print,
Bonus Spool, Trucolour and
Darkroom Film Service are
among the trade names

that the fanatically anti-

union firm uses. If you
hear'of any other names
they’re using, let us know
and we’ll pass it on.

-

“nailing

social

as a whole and a huge
burden upon the debt-rrdden
economy.

- Such steps would bring
Siles directly into conflict
with the Bolivian capitalists
his party represents: he has

‘no intention of undertakmg

such action — and is mcap-
able of so doing.

By entering a coalition
with such a party, therefore,
the Communist Party and

the reformists of the MIR

are explicitly abandoning
any hint of socialist solu-
tions to the crisis, and thus
their colours to the
mast of “democratic” rule.
But there is simply no
basis for a

Bolivia.
Siles and the MNR . were

- at the head of a revolution
in 1952 wiich nationalised

the tin mines, pushed
through  sweebing land
reform, and virtually des-
troyed  the military caste.
But it remained within capit-
alist limits and failed to open

a way for the workers and
to escape from

peasants

out of " a

“demqo-
cratic” capltallst government' |
- to operate in the srtuatlon of

crushlng poverty. By 1956
Siles, as president, was
imposing an IMF austerity
plan.

Since - the military
regained power in 1964, rival
cliques have replacted each
other in coup after coup:
but a constant factor has
been their ‘absolute deter-
mination to block any
reforming efforts that give a
hint of resuming their work

of the 1952 revolution.

The national bourgeoisie
itself numbers only hundreds
population of
nearly six million. And the

gulf between this elite group-

ing and the 50% of the work-

force who toil at agricultural
labour is colossal.

The desperate condrtlons
faced by the masses are
attested by the 13% infant

- mortality rate, and the fact

that 20% of the population
in 1975 existed on £30 a
year,

There is a small, but

“highly organised and militant

working class whose develop-
ing class consciousness has
been diverted time and again
by 'a combination of reform-

Mad dogs and

“ist and populist. pohtlcs from
their trade union leadership
and pohtrcal parties lrke the
MIR.

It was general strlke
action by the working class,
not ;the hand-wnngmg of
Sile§ and company, which
last montk persuaded -
divided and discredited milit-

ary regime to hand over

power to the new Popular
" Front™.

But, the new government
takes ‘over in the worst-

- ever economic crisis — and
its first action, once the

leftish speeches have been
made, must be to tour the
world’s imperialist banks and
the IMF cap-in-hand seeking
extensions of existing loans
and fresh credit to /bale out
Bolivia. ’

Only the naive will
believe that such loans can
be achieved without intensi-
fied attacks on Bolivia’s
working classes.

Meanwlule the military —

in disarray but by no means

disbanded — remains as the

ILLUSIONS were short-lrved
for those who believed that
the troops sent to Lebanon
by the French, Italian and
US govemments were there

1mpart1ally to “keep the
peace’”.

Last week French para-
troops accompanied

Lebanese army soldiers in a
series of massive raids on the

~ Musliim areas of Beirut.

The state radio station
announced that the raids had
resulted
“many people
[.ebanon illegally ™.

In fact they appear to
have rounded up hundreds

living in

Englishmen ...

PRESIDENT Daniel arap
Moi of Kenya has declared

‘that henceforth that country

will be a one-party state. The
party he heads,” KANU, has

for some time been the only
visible polrtleal party. Now

that position is constitution-
aIly guaranteed.

The press of BTItlSh
imperialism is happy. =~

Just over twenty years
ago they were happy because
Daniel arap Moi had done
the opposite. He and some

‘others split from KANU,
accusing it of being drcta--

+

torial, to set up KADU.

Then the press showed its
pleasure: ‘‘Congratulations
to KADU” crowed one
paper: “We can expect a
return of business confid-

?9
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Inside Kenya the press is

effectively gagged. Thus,
when George Githii, editor
of the Kenyan Standard,
spoke out L, he was sacked by

-the paper’s board. o
Githii had written: “In

the past six months, this
country  has “-increasingly

been gripped with fear . . .
There are also instances in

-which editors of our national

newspapers have been told in
no uncertainsterms that they
can publish certain things at
their peril.”

The Standard is owned
by the British-based Lonrho
company. Lonrho’s chief,

Tiny Rowland, recently put |

in a bid for the Sunday
Times,
editorial policy . .

James Cameron has just
finished a short and shallow
series of articles entitled
“Cameron’s Wars” in which

he reminisces about his war-"
‘reporting days.

Drama

On Sep'tember 21 his

“subject was. “The Mau Mau
in Kenya which -
started with-the declaration
of a state of emergency there

on October 21,1952.

period”

After a couple of para-
g;rapns Cameron profoundly
opines “Nobody will write a
drama about Kenya. Probab-

promising a liberal

ly the only one who might
have was Noel Coward . ..”
Yes,
the man to depict a war of
liberation against imperial-

~ism! Fortunately .,Cameron is

wrong. Drama’s have been
written  about  Kenya’s
struggle to throw off ‘the
yoke of settler colonialism.
James Ngugi’s “The Trial of
Dedan Kimathi” is one of
them.

Figures

Cameron then refhinisces
about the brutality of *“‘the

Mau Mau”’. But how about a

few statistics? I quote from
the autobiography of one of
the liberation movement’s
leaders: “Casualties inflicted
by the so-called ‘Mau Mavw’

~ were about 2,000, of whom
only 30 were white. By |

contrast government forces
killed over 11,000 Africans
and detained 90,000
detention  camps - (with
many ) permaaently disabled
by torture to extract confes-
sions . ..”

e L N e WA W B g e A O R e e PR e R

r democracy”. But
lonly that the bitter lessons

in the arrest of

- Palestinian

Noel Coward, just:

standing threat| hovering
behind the Siles government.

‘Siles may have made a
braggadocio beginning —

‘removing the old army high.

command and replacing
them with officers ‘‘loyal to
1S means

of Allende’s reactionary
“Popular Unity” government
in Chile — incorporating
‘democratic’ Generals as well
as ‘Communists’, - reformists
and capitalists — have not
been learned in Bolivia, any
more than they have by the

British  Stalinist- Morning

Star. , ‘
Siles stressed that he

wanted cooperation, not

conﬂlet with the military.

L1kew1se he 15 seeking
class coopesation in indus-
try: he has announced plans
for workers’ participation in
management. -

But as long as the armed
forces of the cowitalist state
remain in being, then irres-
pective of the edmposition
of the “democratic” regime,

militants as a further wave of
the offensive mounted in the
Israeli invasion. ™

But this repression 1s not
surprisingly, entirely one-
sided. While the oppressed
Muslim people are hounded
and harassed, there is no

parallel seareh for arms or

arrests of thg 25,000-strong
militia of the Phalangrst
right wing.

Indeed there is no sign of
any attempt to find or bring
to trial the gang of Phalang-

“ist gunmen who carried out
the brutal slaughter of .men,

women and children in the

camp.
The fact is that the objec-
tive of the “peace-keeping”

exercise is to provide addi-

tional weight and authority
to the Lebanese Army as 1t

emerges from-relative impo-
~ tence and obscurity to form

the main pillar of the right
wing Gemayel regime in
Lebanon. -

Far from protecting the
Palestinian and Lebanese
masses from the violence of
the Phalangists, the imperiai-
ist troops have been sent to
‘complete the defeat inflicted
by the Zionist armed

“invasion, whieh forced the

evacuation of the PLO

detachments.

The leaders of the left
wing militias, which had, in
alllance w1th the
previously

the working

Sabra/Chatila

~ withdrawal of
PLO -~ imperialist troops.

protected the
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A general

strike has
) pushed

Bolivia’s
military into
- handing over
to the same

left natlonal

ist pohtlcrans '
whom they
ousted by a
coup in 1980.
What now?
Harry Sloan
reports .

a—;

masses of
Bolivia face the most acute
danger. ,

They must be orgamsed
in workers and peasants
councils which in turn must
be armed, physically and
politically to defend them-

- selves and to press home the

fight for a workers’ 6 and

. peasants’ government. ‘Only

such a government can "enact
the sweeping revolutionary

.socialist policies to meet the

needs of the Bolivian masses.

Peace-keepers
target

Lleft wingers

" of Palestinians and left wing

?

Palestlman areas, have since
adopted a stance of collab-
oration with Gemayel, and
supervised the disarming of
their own supporters. Now .
the Lebanese army, with its
imperialist Sponsors, is.
" putting the boot in.

The parallel which can-

" not be avorded is with the

situation in the North of
Ireland. There was a brief
period in which many people
fondly Dbelieved that the
British troops dlspatched to
the six counties in 1969
were there as a ‘‘peace~
“keeping” force' to protect
the oppressed Catholic min-
ority. But it soon became
unmistakeably clear that
their purpose was precisely
‘to repress the Catholics and
to crush the forces opposing.
continued imperialist rule.
Some 13 years later, the -
British .troops have not
succeeded in their mission. .
When President Reagan says
now that US troops will stay
in Lebanon until such time
as there is.‘‘a stable govern-
ment established” he could
well be opening the door
to a long term US presence
in this key area of Middle
Eastern politics. |
Meanwhile we must fight

- within the labour movement

to draw attention to the
facts of the situation in
Lebanon — and demand the
[sraeli ‘and

Palestinians protest on the West Bank

—
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'- By Irene Breugel

IN July 1982 nearly a

" million women fegistered as

unemployed in the UK:
943,000 to be precise. These
women figure in the official
statidtics — the monthly
returns published by the
Department of (Un)Employ-
ment which are reported in
the press. -
But because of the way
unemployment is counted in
this country, another half a

’

million women who are

looking for work are not
covered in the figures. These
women are ‘hidden’ by
official counts because these

‘measure only people who are
registered at the Employ-

ment Office or Job Centre
and not those who don’t
have any reason to register
even though they want paid
work. Married women don’t
always qualify for
unemployment benefit and
so many don’t register.

However when household
survevs like the Census, the
EEC Labour Force Survey
*LFS) 27 the General House-

 and

222 Sumvey (GHS) are done,

mzv Imover the hnidden
~memroiaed. Tne latest LFS
=23 ZI7E ar 1n@ same lime as
n2  census and found
9)9.060 unemployed

women In Britain at a time
when the official figures said

there were only 681,000.

The latest GHS (1981) also
round that over a quarter of
the women who were look-
ing for work in Britain at
that time were not register-
ed. So every time the unem-
ployment figures are quoted,
multiply the female figure

by 125/100 to get an idea of .

how many women are really
looking for work.

The Tories’ latest plan
ror voluntary registration is a
rurther device to disguise
anemployment amongst
women. I'rom October 1982
people who don’t get benefit
won’t figurc amongst the
unemployed. The counting

Half a million jobless women are ‘invisible’ for the official statistics

-
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of the unemployed won’t be
based - on registration any
more but on whether. you
pass the availability for work

. test for benefit.

The Iatest

- available
figures (1980)

show that

~only half of the unemployed -

women in Britain on May 8,
1980 got any benefit (unem-
ployment or supplementary)
while 72% of unemployed
men got some dole money.
On that day there were som2
144,000 unemployed
women. who were registered
(i.e. coutned) but who didn’t

qualify for benefit. From -

e Mae T st L0 e
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B
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October they will disappear
from the official record.
That isn’t the end of the
story, unfortunately,
because the recession has
meant that many women
have given up looking for
work altogether. If the econ-
omy had continued to grow
and if the public sector had
not been cut, over half a
million women who are now
full-time ‘housewives’ would
be looking for paid work.

' The Department of Employ-

ment found in 1976 that
nearlty 30% of women look-
ing for long term work left

\ R - e e
; ) . . .

the register within sIX
months without zettins 3 job
— more than the number
that got work.

In 1977 the Deparimen:
ot Employvment predicted
trat 7.2 million married
women would be in the
workforce in 1981 but in
fact only 6.6 million were:
hali a million of whom were
uncmployed.- On this k. .5,

600,000 woinen "aVE
vanished back into the
home. )

Frort the Women'’s
Campaign for Jobs news-
letter

=Tr 4 = 4 - <% af » DL B A I SR NI

*‘availability for work” ques-
tionnaires (UB671) and

voluntary registration will be

introduced all over the
country. The civil service

unions are calling a day of
lunch-time. -

action (with
meetings and ithe possible
closure of Job Centres) in

protest against the job losses

involved in the implementa-
tion of the Rayner Report.

The Women’s Campaign

for Jobs is calling a Week of
Action against these attacks
on women claimants, for the
week beginning October 18.

These are some ideas for

things to do during the
“week.

1. Contact vyour local
CPSA branch in Job Centres
and Benefit Offices. Ask
what action is planned for
October 18.  Suggest you

help on picket lines, offer a

speaker to their meeting to

outline the effects of Rayner
on women  claimants,
propose a joint meeting on
~other joint action that seems
dppropriate.

2. Leaflet/picket benefit

,offices explaining .thz Week
of Action and what the
‘Rayner proposals involve.
Call a press €onference.

3. Contact local unem-
ployed centres/groups. Find
~out if they have a women’s

group. If they do, suggest a
joint meeting/leaflet for the
‘Week of Action, and plans-

for future joint work (e.g.
a Stand up and be Counted
campaign). If they don’t
have a women’s group/com-
mittee, suggest they hold a

meeting and invite you to

talk to women users/group

October 23 in
London. For details

send s.a.e. to Wom-
en’s Fightback, 41

Ellington St, London

N7.

- £ ¥ N A

ON October 18, the new

-response from questionnaires
~asking women if they are
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members on problems of

« Women and unemployment

and the possibility of form-
ing a women’s group.

- 4. Contact trade wunion
branches, Labour Parties and

Labour Party women’s
sections, trades councils,
etc., who have shown an

interest in the past or might
be sympathetic. Suggest you
address one of their meetings

—

or plan futui€joint meetings

on the Women’s Caimpaign

for Jobs and the Rayner
report. |

~ 5. Contact unemployed/
unwaged women. As well as
Job Centres and benefit

offices (which only cover -

those who are registered and
able to ‘claim), try leafleting/
street meetings/a stall/street

‘theatre at shopping centres.

Some groups have got a good

+

looking for jobs though not
registered, what their child-

care problems are etc.

6. Use the Week of

“Action to launch a Stand up

and be Counted campaign.
7. During the Week of
Action bombard local press
and radio with press releases,
letters, information on what
actions are being taken. Most
local papers and radio

- stations are willing to feature.

anything a bit local and
“newsy”, but be careful not
to let them trivialise it. See
if you can get an interview
or a phone-in programme on
local radio,

any phone-in they do have
to put the message across.
The enciosed press release
can be used as a model,
adapted to local conditions.

T A e e
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any wage increases.

at  least, use

8.  Labour ¢ou
(especially where they

-women’s committees) c

be asked to organise
monitoring of women’s
unemployment and opet

- free services for unemplc

women. Ask for space
their free sheets. |
9. In many areas,

week of action may coin
‘'with one of the local day
action in support of

health service workers. .

“any._local demos, pickets

with a leaflet drawing.
the links: . |

*It’s the same react
ary government which is
ing to dismantle both he
and welfare services. -

*The government will
trying to make the he;
workers pay in job losses

*Women work in 1
paid ghettoes (like hosp
domestics) partly beca
they’re - denied finan
independence in the ben
system. .

*Women’s work at hc
is Invisible and unpaid, o
work is low paid and |
status. ~ D

10. Whatever you
during the week (and you
bound to think of lots m
imaginative things than
can), send ih reports :
pictures to the campaign.
we can organise natic
publicity and tell ot
women what’s going
through the newsletter. /
affiliate to the campaign
we won’t be able io keer
contact. -~ -
Useful contacts.

Civil Service Department
Employment, regional tr:
union Convenors:

Nottingham and East M
lands: Dave Vickers 06!
49381 (w); 0602-242450 .
Yorks and Humberside:
Leedham, '0482-27065 (

0482-842014 (h).

Manchester and NW. Frj

‘Sullivan, 061-848 9000.

Bristol and South West: N
Stone, 0272-656121. '
West Midlands: Marga
Keaney. 0203-28693; Ke

- Brown, 021-773 2321.

North FEast: Sheila - Sca
Anderson 0642-2481¢
Tony Taylor (Benefits) 07
863561. -
Brighton  and " SE: ]
Farrell, 01-987 4101. .
Wales: . Malcolm Renna
(DE Section Organiser) (
213 4552, -
London: Cathy Hughes 8§
0483 (h}. 836 6622 x
(w). o
CPSA_  Broad Left. Pa
Martin 01-981 4764.

Other addresses: - -
Welsh Women’s Aid (f
pamphlet): Iucentive Hous
Adam St., Cardiff 022
388291. ~ - :
Wagelesss Women, ¢
Cromer Street Womer
Centre, 90 Cromer Stre
London WC1. | .
Natiornal Childcare Car
paign, 17 Victoria Park Sc
London E2. 01-981 1221.

Women’s Campaign for Job
41 Ellington Street, Londc
N7.
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School meals massacre —

.
. -
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reviewed the rise of the
school meals services — and
its decimation by cuts in
recent years. This week she
looks at the politics and
tactlcs of the fight back

. .
s .
.
.

.t ‘.'.'4'.

Last year the mass strike s AT
in Coventry showed that A
they are willing and able, F N L

. and can be effective.
o This year, employers on
the National Joint Council

{ MOUNTING its cuts in
hool meal services, the
ory government has been
yle to count on the fact
at ‘trade union resistance

ould be restricted to area-
v area struggles, usually for local authorities service
‘schools which would have said that the question

‘of the arrangements during
school closure periods
(i.e., the retaining fee)
should not be part of the
national arrangement but
- should be subject to local
determination. - |
And some local author-
~ ities decided to pre-empt
the plan. i
Devon County = Council |
announced that they wish- e o G
ed to sack their entire- =~ g
lan F19her talked of the -school meals staff before
sries ‘‘picking on women  the summer holidays,
ho are least likely to and  taking them on again on | SR ...
puld be least effectxve if = annual employment in the — SFERE ™ SN o

-ldom be closed by strike -
tion of meals staff —
nce children would in any
rent be sent in with pack-
i lunches.

Staff on strike under such
nditions of isolation rap-
ly become demoralised
1d feel that their struggle
pointless.

Early this year in his
tter to the nrime minister

- the Kcdt proposals,

ey took strike action’’. autumn term.

In other words, ‘don’t ;
ck us, we're weak and Retainer .. .o
Unerable and can’t fight | - , SO
ick. NUPE'’s national Kent announced that

adership says this instead they wanted to employ

 looking at ways of = kitchen staff for only 195

days each year to do away
, vnth school hohday retainer
- fees, sick pay and any other
.conditions of service. They

ercoming the weaknesses
school meals staff taking
rike action alone, by
inging out other sections

ongside them. | also want the right to give  wedding receptions.

As for school meals wom-  the women whatever cater- _ The resulting pay reduc-
- being unwilling to fight,  ing jobs they want, includ-  tion would be about 23%.
is is patently untrue. ing work on Saturdays and Both Kent and Devon

LT T '
Mm&gm-mm..-mn

Socialist Organiser is not |ust a paper.
We fight to organise workers in the
‘struggle for a new Ieadersh:p in the
- labour movement. |
If you agree with what we have to
say, you can help. Become a support-
er of the Sociali'st‘Organiser Alliance —
groups are established 'in- most large
towns. .
To ‘Get Organised’ in the flght or
for more information, write at once to
‘us at 28 Middle Lane, London N8

NBITIC ..oeeieneeeeieinreieneerencasassansssssanssenns

AAress .........coceeeeeiireecesncererenarnecsessrees
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Last week Mary Ann Todd Ll

“For socwhsts school meals raise questzons of th

e RPN
o

— _.,—-L—

school meals staff struck at
the time of NUPE’ S annual
conference

" It is hard to convey to
anyone not present at that
conference .the depth of
anger and frustration of
school meals staff.

- On the day for local auth-
orlty members, it was
calmly announced from the
platform that since the last
conference there had been
a loss of 37,000 employees
in local authorities — main-

~ ly from school meals. -

The women there, con-
fronting their leaders on
the predominantly male
platform - wanted to de--
mand when they were
going to do something
about it. When were the

leadership going to stop

letting them be picked off
kitchen by kitchen, county
by county?

Action

When were they going to

discuss how the Devon,
“ Kent, and Cheshire strikers

could win, and what action
we should take nationally

~over the droppmg of the

retainer fee?

When were they going to

say encugh is enough?
.The platform listened
while school meals workers

knew

e pplmcs of food”

demanded natlonal act.lon |
and wider support, like the
health workers were to be
given — while delegates
demanded some effective
leadership, because they
members who
couldn’t see the point in
being in the union any
more and were ready to
tear up their cards.

‘Moved on

The NEC listened, and
wound up the debate say-

‘ing that they would back

any local action. Then they
moved on to next business.
Other school meals work-

‘ers in the country are never

directly told of the action
that their sisters on strike
are taking, or how they

can help. The EC and NCs
never spell out clearly and
simply what kind of effect-

ive action school meals
staff can take. |
- On the question of the

retainer fee, it has to be

argued natlonally and loc-

ally that what councils are
doing to schocl meals today
they’ll do to caretaker and

cleaners tomorrow, and the

teachers after that. -

. Instead of NUPE officials
utilising the problems that
exist in often poor relations
between the

~isolated,
own battles. And the group

~ this
- school meals women.

- market for

NUT and_

- NUPE members as an ex-

cuse for not atfempting to-
close down schools, every
attempt should be made to
establish good communica-
tions within each school,

even if it is just on hedlth

and safety committees.

Only through such init-
iatives can we ensure that
a national strike of school
meals, caretakers and
cleaners to stop any further
cuts could enlist the rank
and file support of. the
teachers in cloamg down
the schools. .

At the national confer-

ence of NUPE there were
school meals staff of three
counties on strike; the

Wandsworth dust fighting
to extend their action; the

health- workers on strike;
and NUPE water workers

declaring that they would

take action in support of

- the NHS struggle.

Every NUPE member
was threatened; the time
was ripe for a sohd all-out”

 ‘national strike of NUPE

The leadership were -

- determined, however, that

everyone was to remain
fighting their

to pay the highest price for
is - undoubtedly the

If local authorities are

given any further powers to
attack school meals staff,
sacking or employing them:
at will, it will be the end of

trade union organisation in
school meals, and the end
of the service itself.

The strongest pressures

must be put on local Lab-

our Party wards, GCs, and

- councils to take seriously

the fight against school

meals cuts. -

A fight has to be taken

up with those who argue
, den’t like
" them, and prefer junk food,

that children

that they’re stodgy and not

- worth the money. What

they say is partly true —

but that’s in itself a direct.

result of cuts.

The meals are stodgy
because it 's cheaper to use
starchy foods to fill plates

up, as kitchen staff are

given tiny portions of meat,
fish, cheese, etc. .

The junk food market has
blossomed on the decline
of school meals. Food com-
panies with an eye to the
highly lucrative

soft drinks, cups of soup,

cartoned desserts, etc,
- bombard

| children
seductive ads.

Very often school meals
aren’'t worth the money.
School meals staff are all
too well aware of who
profits from school meals.

Private food supplies to
the school meals service

rival drug companies which
supply the NHS in leeching
and sucking dry pubhc

.funds C

Staff often complam for

- example, that it would be

cheaper to go up the road

and shop at the local super-
(say) bacon,

than to pay the price Walls
charge to deliver to each
school. There are no central

stores, only an anarchy of -

individual .competitors

‘provision, is

kitchens making

| . packed
| lunch market for crisps,

with

fighting for contracts.

When county councils-
argue that there is no
money to continue the serv-
ice or that the prices must
g0 up to make the service
‘viable’, we need commit-

- tees of users, parents, and

workers to demand to see
the books for themselves.
For example, why, when
it is cutting all hot meal
Bromley
(Kent) Council spending
£176,000 on taking out us-
able equipment and re-
equipping? |
For socialists the quest-
ion) of school meals raises
questlons of the politics of
food.
The school meals service

‘points immediately to the

need to nationalise food
suppliers. It is, however,

“not only the question of
: supphers Communal cater-

ing needs to be subsidised.
Not only should school
meals be extended and.

- made avallable, for exam-

ple, to pensioners, unem-
ployed and homeless, but
the point should be emph-
asised that much of wom-
en’s lives is embroiled in

- the individual preparation,

cooking, and serving of

food.

School lutchens show the
logic of one, ndt a hundred,
100 meals.
And school meals have
traditionally broken down
individual privileges. They -
were established to ensure
that every child had the
right to a cheap (if not
free), hot, square 'meal
each day. .

The act of eatmg togeth-

er is an important social

event, making children
feel part of a community
wider than the individual
family gathered at home

Socialists  have sadly
neglected the job of argu--
ing and fightmg in defence
of school meals, many
probably thinking that it

- around the table.

“won't be that great a loss

to the working class if they
go.  The left in the trade
unions must join with the
left in the community, in

Labour Party wards, in
parent-teacher . asaoclat
ions, and with the school

‘meals workers themselves

in putting pressure on the

‘public sector union leader-

ship to organise effective
action against the cuts.
Unless they. do so, this
leadership can carry on
doing nothing, with no-
body noticing or caring
except the tens of thous-

ands of women who will

lose their jobs, the mothers
who will have yet more
work to do every day with
yet another meal to pre-
pare, and the children who |
will suffer from hunger and
hardship and \— yes! —
malnutrition.

* Thanks to the Lancashire

School Meals Campaign’s
excellent booklet ‘Now You
See Them, Now You Don’t’

- — available, with further
information on the LSMC,

for £1 from Margaret
Jones, 17 Marlowe Ave.,
Baxenden, Accrington,
Lancashire. ' |
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" Tories. ;
" But not oniy cymcs argue

| against mdeélmte
Recently T

COBSE
activist
Andrea
Campbell
reviews the
arguments |
on indefinite
vs selectlve
tlon

“I will .
unjon” said “Albert
Spanswick in arguing against

indefinite strike action at

this year’s COHSE Confer-
ence. It’s an argument
{excuse) which made a lot of
sense to some delegates who
could not find any other

»_re son to oppose the call for

indefinite strike — and it
swayed votes.

| Arguing for indefinite
strike -action is sometimes
like trying to reach infinity.
Everytime you logically

- demoush one reason for not

taking it, another one

| appears.

There are some pe0ple —
the trade union leaders for

example — who do'not want-

1ndefrn1te action because
they fear its consequences.

They know the power of the

health workers’ case. the
tremendous swell of publIC
opinion and the potential of
indefinite strike linked to a
general strike.

It could brmg the Tories
down Such action would

politicise hundreds of thous--

ahds of workers. To the
exteni that we are armed
with the knowledge of our
own strength, the trade
union leaders and reformist

Labour leaders could be the

mext to go. -

DIt s therefore not in their

'interests for  t
class to wt,in against the

action.
a well-
meaning branch secretary
argue  against supporting
indefinite action by saying
“my members can’t afford
it”  —
argument.

NHS workers aré already
earning wages below official
poverty levels, unable - to
accrue savings,
hand to mouth every week
and sometimes not having
enough food the day before
pay day. facing gas bills
rent and electricity overdue.

Health Workers for
the Full Claim —-
latest bulletin 10p
(5p for strikers) from
Anna Lunts, 78 High
Street, Atherton,

Lancashlre (0942
7' 877296)
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bankrupt the |

the - working

seemingly a caring

thc want to stnke ‘but how
can we call them out?

-hving from

g e b v el e we Y S e T

But when this secretary
was asked how we were
> poing to win the 12% (more
days of . action? more
Iobbles?) he didn’t know.

Of course health workers
can’t afford to come out and

! N
2

Health Workers for
the Full Claim
badges — 20p each
from the same
address.
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- % 4Im .defunet- dm;ks, who ‘ate’

lose their pay — but we can’t

'Span'swic’k under pressure from 'loibby by Health Workers jor the Fu_l'l Claim

afford not to. This benevo-

lent secretary would con-
demn his members (possibly

without consulting them) to

continued low pay year after
year. |

It is no coincidence that
miners and print workers,

for example, are compara-

tively well paid. They have

earned it not by the odd one .
~is and will back workers pre-

day strike here and there,
but by strong and united
strike action. By hitting the

profits and pockets of the

rich, they win.
That's true (people will

argue) but we are not hurt-

ing the rich. We don’t want
to shut the health service
down. It is the working class
who are suffering by us
taking strike-action.

Yes, it is the working
class who are being hurt —
and the working class will
always be hit under a Tory

‘government and a capitalist
‘state. Capitalism is built on
the backs of the workers.

But it is the working
class, from the derelict East
End of London, the miners.

supportmg us’ *I‘hey know

- the redundant -steel towns, -

P -

how important nationalised
health is. ,_
They know that waiting

lists  will grow and grow

under the Tories, that even-
tually the NHS will dis-
appear — and that the fight
is here and- now. But, just as

“important; they know what

it is like to do a hard, some-

.h,,__tir_n_es,,dirty, job for peanuts..

They know what low pay

pared to fight for them-

“selves.

And now we are down to
the basic argument:. dedica-
tion,. the ‘“patients will
suffer” syndrome. This is
probably the best known
argument against indefinite

strike, particularly used by

nurses and partlculaxly by

" the RCN.

Workers, stewards, and
full timers wheel the “dcdl-
cation” credo out during
every industrial dispute.

- Strangely enough,
though, it isn’'t used to

defend old people as they
are being uprooted and

evicted from their beds
during closures of hospitals.

s -

“argument, particularly” ‘the
bureaucratlc blinkered RCN

-leaders,

- the  paediatric

JOHN HARRIS

only see patients
suffer when hospital workers
strike. Perhaps they should
speak to some of the parents
whose children died because
there is no money to staff
specialist
wards at Guys Hospital.

-~ Maybe they could.reason ‘
with the thousands of wom-

en forced to stay at home
and care for an old or hahdi-
capped relative as geriatric
beds are cut every month. Or

they could speak to someone

who knows that they will die
soon because only a set num-
ber of pacemaker operations
can be done in some districts
due to ‘savings’ Dbeing
required. ‘ |
The facts are that people

- are suffering more under the

Tories’ health policies than
they ever would because of
industrial action. Hospitals
are closing, wards are being

run on a shoestring budget -

casualties are being shut at
nights and weekends (paving
the way for closure), pat-

“ients are forced to travel

miles from home, and visit-
ing is made impossible,
Yes, it is true that pat-

Those ,who advance-this  jents vylp also suffer duting

strike action.. They.will have
longer

SEPTEMBER 22 was the uviggest cross-industry strike si
1926. And nobody who struck that day saw it as the en¢

the story.

But the TUC leaders still have a policy of dribs and dr '
DOn October 20 British Telecom workers will be stril
- the same Tory privatisation poli
threatens the NHS. On October 18 there will be a sirike
water workers — all of them in unions like the GMWU{
NUPE, which also organise in the NHS. The steelwork
one day strike — against the threat to their jobs caused
Tory policies of running down the public sector -- 13

against pnvatlsatlon

October 22.

These struggles are being kept separate, The T UC Iﬂ £
Services Committee’s policy of splitting the actionint
regional days is predictably not gaining as much support ;
non-NHS trade unionists as the 22nd. :

To win we have to keep
September 22, and escalate action, and escalating action 4
a day like that has to mean bulldmg towards a general stii

We should call on the TUC to make the Novem
transport strike a full one-day general strike, as part o
preparation for an indefinite general strike.

Meanwhile there is a lot of work to be done, The re
days of action have to be made a success. November 8
be organised for — without hard organising, there’s
guarantee that all transport workers will be out - - ang
have to try to get other workers out as well as transport.

The best way to do this is local action commit
uniting NHS and non-NHS unions with Labour Parties

unemployed groups,

Make the lmks keep up the campalgn

stewards’

~ Sheffield. ~
- The aim is to exchange experiences, b
- contacts, and help campaign for a represen
ive natlonal stewards’ conference. The T
health services committee have also

invited to the meeting.

Details of time and place are not fmal
as we go to press. Contact: Martin Skelt
" Robinson, 0742 550582.

operations:

win.

If we lose, people will
leave the health service,
many for more lucrative jobs
in© private hospitals. Staff
shortages will get worse, con-
ditions will get worse, and
the Tories will then move in

for mass closures on the
grounds of ‘economic feas-.

ibility’,

‘With indefinite strike

_ action we can win, and if we

win on pay we can use that
strength and confidence to
roll back the increasing
numbers of cuts and
closures,

The weakness
‘patients will suffer’ argu-
ment is also shown when
you argue coherently for
people to come out with
only emergency cover left.

Because of
knowledge of hospitals, and
because they do care, emerg-
ency cover in most hospital
wards surpasses. the ordinary
staffing
would we leave a student

- nurse in charge of a ward

during a strike. Every ward
has the correct number of
trained staft to cover..

waiting times f6r" - *~ “Fhissis the answer-which. .. . haakmpu the ;unions®

The Sheffield NHS joint shop stewards’ cc
mittee has called a national meeting of rep

entatives from NHS strike committees
committees,

but without in-  the ‘conscience’ peopl

definite action we will not

-ing under managemen

COV31'

of the,

stewards’

levels. - No way |

L ) 3

. £ g
-
- 3 ¢
bt

i .

up the momentum'

for 0ctober 30

least .counter. They
the appalling levels of

the danger to patients,
cularly at night, unds
current ‘cash limits’ sc
to rising health costs.

And they have
strong orgamsat;on
the one-day strikes in g
and mamtammg emer

~
w, v

Argument

But the best arg
for indefinite strike
(and now, six months
increasingly powerful
that there is no other ¥
get all health workern
and to save the NHS §
killing downward spirs

Opponents of ind
strike action argued at!
conferences in June ti
could win by sectional
es, by solidarity actid
reducmg the hospz
accident and .eme
only. And now all tho:
utions have becn used
still we have not won.

And what abo
‘reasonable’ argument
indefinite action wo
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i e

really
' lthmk that. CoHSE militants
‘.expected the union to foot
the entire bill for strike

Albert  Spanswick

for over 200,000

pay

workers?

The answer to the strike
pay problem is in the whole
labour movement. It is solid-
arity, the bedrock of

'socialism.

The TUC knew the feel-

ing was high in the NHS for
a fight on pay. ‘They -knew
that only indefinite strike
could hit the Government
hard enough to make it
crumble, and they knew that
workers would have to get

some subsidy in order to be

able to strikes

Yet they did nothmg In
October of last year, when
we were voicing our opposit-

ion to the government’sed% .
norm for the public sector

and saying that we would
fight, the TUC should*have

- committed itself to support

us and organised a levy of

affiliated organisations to
|help ﬁnance the dispute.

Money
Rank and file members .

_-know -how _easy it has been w « - -8
to raise money. Most work- .

places are’ now financing
their members through local
strike - funds without going
to the national union offices.
The “it will bust us’” argu-
ment is itself bankrupt and
we have proved it.

Indefinite strike action is
the only way to win this

- dispute and everyone knows

it. For some health service

workers, though, it is a big

step — trade union officials
will argue (have
argued) that the membership
will not take the step. How-
ever, where the membership

" have come->out on indefinite

strike they have een
smashed by the leadership.

 left without strike pay and

forced to go back to work.
4
Officials

- The members have been
prepared since May 19 for
indefinite strike. Reaction-
ary officials, both lay and
full-time, have tried to
dampen that spirit but have
failed. Even some full timers

are now openly calling on -

thc TUC to call for an mdet-

inite. stnke, e
ick -can still argtre
bankruptcy, Bickerstatfe can

always

still argue unity, but they
car’t and nor can anyone
else come up with aforrauia

- to win without arguing _for
‘indefinite strike.

Militants must still con:
tinue the pressure on the
bureaucracy - for  indefinite
strike action with emergency
cover under workers’
control.

The leadership have used
excuse after excuse. They
have been unablé (though
perhaps not unwilling) to sell
out the health workers in the

same way as they sold out
ASLEF.

Confidence

We can still win and with
that win we can. use the
experience and confidence
gained to press for real
changes in the NHS, changes
which will radically
health care -~ democracy

and accountability through- °

out the NHS — with workers

in control of the hospitals

and services who will expand

the services and build a real

national health care system.
But first we. have to win.

“7and 1o win we neéd ihdefin-

ite action now.

 Poole,

~of calling for

without

alter

Poole

calls for

general
strike

NUPE’s national officer for
the health service, Roger
Poole, called last week for an
indefinite general strike for
the health workers’ claim.

- “We have the right”, said
“¢t0 demand that the
rest of the trade union move-
ment comes out on a general
strike, not just for one day,
not for two days, not for

three days, but until we have

won the 12%.”
He made this militant call
at a public meeting organised

by East Lewisham Labour

Party on 6 October, which
was also addressed by
Michael- Meacher MP and
Fred Burnall of Lewisham
and = Deptford Trades
Council.

The audience of hospital

- workers, Labour Party activ-

ists and left councillors
greeted Poole’s strike call
with enthusiasm.

- However, Poole rejected
the idea of a full-scale strike
in the® NHS. He made out’
that the choice was between

“the present level of activity

by the health service unions

and a total withdrawal of all |

Services,

Leading militants in the
health unions locally were
disappointed; they see_an all-
out strike with emergency
cover as the only way for-
ward after 22 September.

Poole is thus in a position
an illegal
general strike by other
workers with no escalation

of actior in the hospitals.

And, though he was dubious
about
current round of regional
strikes, he was against public

~criticism of the TUC Hezflth

Services Committee.

Yet he must know that
massive, openly-
organised pressure, there is

no chance of the Committee

calling a general strike,

From the floor, Lewish-

am Hospital shop steward
Millie Barnett outlined the
problems of sustaining such

-a prolonged dispute and
that /full time

demanded
officials get inte the local
hospitals. :

Local Labi ur Party actlv— -

shona pointed

the dispute.
it was not just)the respon-

sibility of the unions to sup-

port the health workers, but

was also the responsibility of

the Labour Party, The Party
could not ‘just wait for the

-workers to bring down the:

Tories, like in 1974, he said.

It had to be involved
with the workers now in
bringing down the govern-
ment.

| Hea/th Workers for the
Full Claim .

Next national meeting:
Sunday November 7,
Ipm to 5pm, Labour
Club, Bristol Street;-
Birmingham.

.
. . -
- 7 J

- workers’ ,
which started on October 5,

the value of the. ‘/

' said:

ical character of -
argued that

ment.

“securing”

THE RESPONSE so far to
the National Union of Mine-
overtime ban,

has been good.

But there is no room for
complacency about the re-
sult of the ballot on strike

action, which takes place on

October 28-29. Unless the
NUM branches organise
and explain the issues to
the membership, the press-
ures of the recession could

‘push miners into accepting
‘the Coal Board's 8.2 per

cent offer.

The NUM is calling for a

mandate for strike action on

pay and to stop plt closures.

The pay claim is a mini-
mum basic rate of £115 for
surface\ workers and a
£27.20, across the board
increase for higher grades.
Linking pay and closures
in a single ballot is unusual.

- But it’s the right thing to

do. No way can the two iss-
ues be fought separately.

The Coal Board are already
linking the issues in their

way — offering more on
pay if the NUM accepts job
cuts.

John Cunningham (Din-

nington NUM, Yorkshire)

told Socialist
““We had a. well-attended

~opening s

Organiser:
branch meeting on the
overtime ban on Saturday
(9th), with over 150 there.
We expected a lot of hostil-
ity, but when we put the
arguments we won the men
round. We got very solid

‘backing’’.

When the campaigning

" work is done, the support

can be won, In Yorkshire
all the pits are having pit-
head meetings on the
claim. Arthur Scargill is
speaking at a meeting of
all NUM committee mem-
bers from the whole York-
shire coalfield on the 13th,

and at an all-Yorksthe |
rally on the 21st.

® But there has been little
“coming out in the way of
leaflets and papers. And a
real campaign should

~ include sending flying pick-

ets from Yorkshire to areas
like Nottinghamshire, to
win support. (This would be
unconstitutional. But it can
be done. Similar things
have been done before).
There has been scatter-
ed resistance to the over-

. repair jobs begin

ots

|

it have been got up in higk
earning pits. Six pits i
south Leicestershire hav

JAsked for exemption.
But the overtime ba
should begin to bite fairl

soon. All weekend repai
work — normally done o
overtime — is banned ex
cept in emergency, so a
soon as breakdowns an
in to buil
"up the effects of the ba
wﬂl increase.

Disputes are likely to b
provoked by local man

agement

Together with strengtl
ening the overtime ban an

- explaining the case fc
fighting on pay and clo
ures, the other job the
- needs to be done now |
makmg hnks with othe

~ ‘unions.

Support  from powe
workers will be vital in
strike. A large part of th
large’ stocks of coal ar
inside the power stations.

. The Triple Alliance -

| time ban. Petitions against |

| rail, steel,

coal — als
needs to be made a reality
with joint union meeting
at local, area and nations
level.

BL convenors

re|ect 2 year

BRITISH Leyland manage-

ment continue to blaze a re-.
actionary trail on behalf of

the big employers and the
Tory government .  This

year’s wage offer to its work-

force in Austin Rover, Jagu-
ar cars, the Unipart group,
and BL Technology, is based
on -the principle of a two
year deal. If accepted, it
will be a further step to-
wards the kind of control
established by the employers
in the United States. It is
in line with Tebbit,
‘We (the Tory gov-
ernment) have to re-educate
workers out of the ridiculous
notion of expecting a pay in-
crease every year.’

If accepted,

the deal

would become yet another
'major principle established
which would

within BL

who .

\

deal

then be enerallsed to the
working class as a whole.
Today’s delegate confer-
ence decision (October 12)
to reject the deal and pursue

the original claim is very
important.
The meeting decided

that Shop Stewards’ meet-

ings and mass ‘meetings
should be held in the next
few days with a recommen-

dation of rejection, follow-

ed by a further delegate
conference next Monday.
The package offered is

notreally a two year deal. It
is two one year deals nego-

tiated at the same time. The

Slt-ln made ‘

“secure’

The occupatlon at Wood ~
Green and Southgate
Hospital continues after a

DHA refusal to reverse their

decision to temporarily close
the hospital and a number of
wards at another local hospl-

‘tal.

Their decision, which on

- the- DHA’s own figures will

in a full year lead to a
serious underspend, under-
lines the Thypocrisy of
Thatcher and the
claim not to be moving tow-
ards the privatisation of the

-National Health Service. -
At the hospital a 24 hour

picket rota has been estab-

- lished, which has found wide
' -support from the localcom-

munity and labour move-

Local Workem from DLO
are showmfr their support. by
the

L |

Tories

homﬂ’*”#’“*”?”*ﬁ#* ,s

- against a poss1ble raid by the

- DHA.

While the local stnke

.support committee (which

has agreed to send a dele-
gate to the Sheffield confer-
ence) has played a major
role in organising support for
the occupation and has

regular weekly meetings with

the occupation committee. a
large reservoir of support for

the occupation still has to be

organised, both in the local

community and labour
movement,
| A major test of the

labour movement’s commit-
ment to the occupation will

+come this Thursday when
- the occupation committee

meets the Labour Group
who will be presented with a
series of proposals to aid the
occupation.

- £3.75

N

i A e .,r & fl'ﬂ(é acti’oﬁ |
O ———

company ‘ handout explair
that BL needs a two -yes:
~deal in order to ‘achieve to
al stability’. The offer pron
‘ides for increases in th
grade rate ranging fror
£4.15 to £5.50 across th
five grades from Novembe
1 this year and further i
creases of the same amoun
on November 1 next year.
It provides for consolid:
tton of £3.75 per week ¢

bonus into the grade rate

on November 1 this year an
further consolidation o
per week bonus o
November 1 next year. Thi
.is subject to an average of 2
bonus points being earned i
the preceding six months.
Consolidation which b
came part of = the clair
pressed by Jack Adam:
from Longbridge, involve
‘workers -being paid wit
their own money. The offe
also provides for improve
- ment of overtime and night
shift payment through ir

~ creases in the premium bas

rates of £3.60 to £5 in Nc
vember this year and th
same next year. It propose
~increased. lay-off days whic
are given in return for th
abolition of the nationa
guaranteed week. So th
proposed new lay-off deal
despite some minimal fring
benefits, is worse than th

present one!

. Taken together the dea
represents a further majo
cut in the living standards o
BL workers, since previou
settlements of 5% in 1978
5% in 1979, 6.8% in 198!

“and 3.8% in 1981.

- To defend living stand
ards we must fight for a hug
vote against the offer at thi
week’s mass meetings, foll
owed by prepara,tion fo
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ESteering Committee
from the giant

Left’s Day Confer-ﬁ

Flght the Tories, not
)Ccialists, at- Wembley
‘, tember 11 — has a
pble task ahead of it:

of regionwide cami-

inst all expulsions.

palgn getting bogged
anto a quagmire of
In  wranglings about
ics — which tendency

pise or when or where -

aould be held.
L Steering Commitiee

jove forward not only -

volve  CLPs, the
'S Sections,  the
groups, the Young
, but. most definite-
}  trade \unions. As
'Wall so rightly- said
Annual Qonference
ny of the trade union

at the conf erence

i their block vote and

~the wishes of their .

Conferences and
ecutive Comanittee’s
on on the issue — the
ktreme- example being
mrade’ Sid Weighell
mow being praised by
standard, Norman
and all the hysterical
ainst the union mem-
, Its desires - gpd

bbb bt canatir Tt bty L B ot o Ly

inam Bash
itor,

idon Lab-
Briefing)

T
a2 contrast between
Party conference and

pember 22 day of act-

} 2 few days before!
jat a kick in the teeth
mce was for the milit-
) unity of the work-

that the action on .

against witch-hunts -

ught to guard against

Vidya Anand
reports from
the Steering
Committee
against the
Witch-hunt

w1shes |

- The most immediate task
before the left is to unite,
because only united can it
struggie against the witch-
hunt, and make sure that as

many GMCs as possible pass

resolutions opposing witch-
hunts and expulsions. The

model resolution suggested

at the Bnefmg meeting - was

‘as follows:

“This GMC resolves:

1. To resist any expulsions

arising out”of the decision of
the Annual Conference at

- Blackpool to establish a

Register of political groups;
2. To send delegates and
support the October 30
conference of CLPs against

~ the witch-hunt.

It also called upon the
comrades on the Regional
Executive of the Greater

London Labour Party to

‘ki‘:k in the teeth

September 22 represented.
The conference decision

to set up the register must be

resisted nnmedlately How

far ‘the new rlght wing NEC

will go In pursuing expuls-
ions does not just depend on

the balance of forces be-

tween Foot (who probably
wants 80 expulsions) and

Itealey and Golding (who -

probably want to - expel
thousands). It also depends

on the extent and the speed -

of our reaction.
Immediately, we must

fight to ensure that hundreds
of constituency - parties, and -

branches
country,

trade  union
throughou_t ~ the

support.the Qctober 30 con~ . Left, L L o o L.

. ¥

- support” the

~ expulsions

move a resolution seeking to
October 30

Conference. -

1t willbe a great pity if
our efforts to mobilise a
gigantic campaign against the
witch-hunt were to fail to

-reach ‘out to the Women’s

Committees and, sections,

.and the large number -of

ethnic organisations, many
of whom have been discrim-
inated against and have been

on the receiving end of the

witch-hunts over the years.
The Campaign Against
the Witch-hunt should' not
be dominated — visually or
otherwise — by the usual,

all-male, - white leadership |

that we have seen in the
past. What about Women
Against the Witch-hunt and

Blacks Against the Witch-.

hunt?

The Steermg Committee
agreed to organise one-day
rallies and  conferences
against the witch-hunt to be

‘held simultaneously on 27

November at London, New-
castle-Upon-Tyne, Bradford
Liverpool; ., Bnghton
Birmin ham Bristol and
Manchester; _regional steering
committees to be set up with
membership to be drawn
from both the CLPs and the
trade unions and not for-
getting the Co-ops and other

- ference and the call for no

expulsions.

The NEC may well be
prepared to shut down a
dozen parties. They . will
think twice bpfore shutting
down a hundred.

The cengral fight is to
ensure that there are no
following ° the
setting up of the register.
But the question for ieft
wing papers and campaigns
within the party — as (o
whether they should register
— cannot be dodged.

i.ondon Labour Biieling
will not register, and we
trust that (his line will be
followed  throughout the

-

sectlons of the labour move-
ment.

- Terrence O’Neil, Presi-
dent of the Bakers Union,
who is Joint Chairperson of
the Steering Committee, left

no-one in doubt about the

epormous task ahead and the
challenge that looks the left
in the eye.

Comrades, now 1is the

time to end internecine

~strife on the left and unite

on a broad front against the

witch-hunt, the reglster and

expulsions.

Resp

FOR the second year
running the Labour Party
annual conference saw the
defeat of the forces striving
to commit the party to
democratic = change and
socialist policies.  The
upholders of the status quo
managed to achieve a net
gain of another two seats on
the NEC, adding this to the

- net gain.of the five won last-

year. .
It may be argued that the
loss "of two . seats ._was
accidental.
would have been elected had

‘some. unions been briefed

properly. Eric Clarke lost his
seat because a trade union
leader cast his union’s vote
against the wishes of its
delegation. Whatever the
causes, the effect remains
the same: a decisive shlft to
the Right.

__Unhke last year, when
some  sections of the left
managed to deceive them-
selves that the navrow defeat
of Tony Benn was really a
victory, tlhas yecar they will

be  uanable to do so. Last -

year’s  change in  the
mmposition nl‘ the NTC

"JOHN HARRIS

the far left’

Joan Maynard

to rank and

Re g Race MP spoke to Socmhst Orgamser

L N R AR R SRR

I’eft
file

about the new left group set up by 22 MPs

MY PERSONAL view is that
we should link the real Left
in the Parliamentary Labour
Party with the constituency
parties and the Broad Lefts

of trade unions. .

‘We have to break down
the parliamentarism of the
Labour Left, and to ensure
that we build a real move-
ment to achieve stated
objectives. | |

What role do you think the
new group can play in the
struggle against the witch-
hunt?

| think the new group will

- have to take that as one of

its objectives - to defeat the
expulsnons of socialists from
the Labour Party. Indeed,
that is one of the reasons
why the group was set up —
because we simply couldn’t
stomach the Tribune group’s
decision to register.

We have to encourage
those constituency parties
who are faced with decisions
about expulsions, or replac-
ing their parliamentary cand-
idates, to stand firm and not
‘be intimidated by the NEC.

What sort of relations do
you foresee or hope for with

- the Tribune newspaper? .

"We want close links with

the new Tribune newspaper,
and with other newspapers
on the Labour Left. We
think that's imgortant
because we have to have a
number of organs to express

dency report and some CLPs |

being denied the right to

choose their parliamentary -

- candidate.
With this year’s NEC we

are “likely to see the dis-
banding of some parties for

exercising this right as well

as the expulsion of
individual party members.

But even accepting ‘that
adverse ¢hanges in the NEC
were inevitable, this cannot
be said to be the case with

- the most serious setback of

all, namely the approval by
.conference of the Militant
Tendengy Report. Here a sig-
nificant section of the left

joined forces with the NEC

and the reactionary trade

union leaders to defeat the -

one: option which could have

“halted the advance of the

-Right. »
Those  who sought
support for CLPD’s - “fall-

back’ formula, the adoption -

-of which would have made a
witch-hunt far more difficult
‘had to contend not just with
right wing opposition but
also with a systematic cam-
paign of denigration from
- the pseudo-efts.

Not only. did this cause

our views, ~It’'s  extremely
helpful that the - Tribune

. hewspaper is now under new

management and is taking a
very different editorial line
from what it was 12 months
ago. SO

It looks as if we may have a

general election before very
long. Do you see the new
group as having any distinct-

wve role within agn election
campaign?

| certainly see the group as

having.a distintive role up
*2 and mcludmg the general
election. campaign — that is,
to fight for the socjalist pol-
icies agreed by the Party
conference, to build a move-
ment to ensure that the

by Vladimir Derer

many CLP delegates to vote
against the amended
Manchester-Withington resol-
ution, _but effective ground-
work in the.unions was ren-
dered virtually impossible.
Senior figures in the

TGWU and the NUM now

believe that it would have
been possible to gain support

Tor the fall-back at least in

those ftwo unions had the

case been fully put to them.

Fallback |

The responsibility for
this failure lies with the “far
left” and those members of
thé NEC who were not pre-
pared to support the fall-
back formula. The ten

sympathetic NEC members

finally saw the light on the
Sunday betfore conference
and voted in favour of the

eleven amendments, but by

then it was much too late.

The important thing is to
learn the lesson from this
major Dblunder. The fight
against the register will go
on. As “before, llowcver it
will only succeed if it is
bascd-on a fornmiula accept-

-

manifesto of the Party ade-
quately reflects those agreed
policies, and to try to build
up an extra-parliamentary

~.support for. a socialist Lab-

our - government which will
face the | possibility’ of
destablllsatlon and intervent-

ion by outside forces after

an elgctlon victory.
| also see the new group

'a's_, being very important in

relation to the working class

in general. if you ask your-

self the question: who s

. going to argue for and fight

for the Labour Party’s poli-
cies, it has got to be the
Left — and -that voice has

been silent for quite a long

time. It's about time it was
mobilised properly.

" able to the Labour Party and

the trade union movement as
a whole. It must also be
conducted through channels
which are in line with exist-
ing party and union practice.
The prm01pal failing of
the so-calied far left and of
the grouping around the new
Tribune, which was a]so
opposed to the fall-back,

that they are in too great a '

hurry and are unwilling to
adjust to the milieu w1th1n
which  current  political
struggles are being fought
out. This unwillingness leads

~them to favour adventurlst

tactics and to ignore the

need to pursue only such.

demands. for which majority

‘support can be ‘won  at

present, -
No doubt we sha]l Nnow
be confronted with a cry for

-“left unity™. Such a demand,

however, is dintended to
prevent any genuine debate
of mistakes -which have-led

up to the present reverses.-
If future blunders are to be

avoided this. demand should

~ be seen for what it is and it

must be rejected.
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BERMONDSEY

As the right wing prepares to
try tn force CLPs to dump
candidates associated with
Militant, a Bermondsey CLP
activist spoke to Bob Sugden
about the fight over Peter
Tatchell’s nomination

THE trouble with Bermond-
Labour Party really
began at the time of the re-

organisation of the London

County Councill into the

" GLC, in 1965. An area that

had previously ‘elected 50
councillors became eligible
for only ten, and the ten
people who secured the seats
in Bermondsey made sure
that from then on they’d got
it sewn up tight. .

That was the beginning
of the rot — they had gained

~ the power and the perks, and

wore quite content to remain
councillors forever.

From then on, you could
select whoever you liked for
your councillor, so long as. it
was one of those ten!

They became known as
the Bermondsey Mafia, and

- they controlied the chairs of

almost all the committees on
Southwark Council. The
only time they were ever
‘cood socialists’ was when
the Tories were strong on

- the council, after 1969.

When [ got active in my
ward in 1971, there were
only 3 or 4 who came to
and only 7
members - in the ward!
Meetings were held once a
year! -

As assistanct secretary I

recruited another 30, and we -

got monthly ward meetings,

although the existing officers

tried to sabotage them. Then

I became ward secretary, and

250, and by then the nght
wing had started to take
notice! o -

Peter Tatchell Hecame
secretary, but we still had to
contend with the old estab-
lishment trying to fiddie
things — for example, one
ward managed to have four
delegates to the GMC with
only 12 members!

Frank Chapple came on
the scene a bit too late to

~ save Bermondsey from the

‘extremists’ — but the
EETPU establishment did
their best. One of their

delegates was a chemist. We
asked him about this, so he
said, “Well, I turn the light
on, don’t 1?7

Why did Bob Melhsh leave |

the Party?

Because if he hadn’t left,

he would have been chucked
out, after hé supported
candidates against us!

What was the ‘Palace Revolu-
tion that Mellish
about?

That was when the left

- wise; what is the

spoke

took over for the flrst t1me

all — wouldnt come to

meetings He regarded the.

right wing as ‘good coun-
cillors" — but that didn’t
mean they had to stop there
forever!

What were .the effects of the

‘Palace Revolution’? What
do you ‘think w111 happen
now?

It’s very democratic now
— everything .in the Party is
on 'an open basis. We've
opened the doors now. It’s

~up to them. If the Council

mess things up now, well, it’s

" down to them.

As far as Peter’s endorse-
ment goes, Mellish has got a
lot of pull with some

sections of the commiunity,

so 1t’s going to be a fight.

THE defeat at Labour’s
Annual Conference of those

motions which had the unan-
imous support of the Con-

stituency Labour - Parties,
demonstrates the imbalance
in the size of the CLPs vote
as compared to that of the
trade unions.

The basis of representa-
tion ait Party Conference
does not fairly reflect the

the roots'

political .and financial contri-

- butions of the CLPs to the
Party. The CLPs which have

the major responsibility for

recruitment and campaigning
for the return of members
to central and local govern-
ment, contribute in total
29% of the Central Party
Funds but have only 9% of
the votes at - conference.
Affiliated ~ organisations
which contribute 71% of the
funds have 91% of the votes.

Constitutional  changes

are necessary in order to

facilitate fair representation

of the component bodies at
Annual Conference;
good of
winning the debates if we
cannot win on the votes.
The composition of the

National Executive Commit--

tee 1s also in need of reform.
As it is presently composed,
the  NEC lacks sufficient

- grass roofs involvement.
Both the CLP and the

Women’s Section are usually
totally comprised of MPs for
whom being well known

Cl;apple — 100 late to save Mellish

other-

-~

Welghell S
NUR’s vote for Tom Break-
ell, the right-wing presid-

Section
~maximum of two MPs.

by Pete
Firmin

UNION members will prob-

ably never know the extent
of the horse-trading for
seats that goes on between

bureaucrats in-casting their
" votes for the Labour Party

NEC and the TUC- General
Council, but this - year’s
Labour Party conference
certainly exposed a great
-deal.

Most (in)famous was Sid
casting the

ent of the electricians’
union, rather than Eric

Clarke of the NUM as man-
dated by both the confer-
ence and executive of the
‘NUR. Thomas Ham, pres-
ident of the NUR, also sign-

ed the block vote along with

Weighell.
So right-winger Dennis

Howell of APEX was elect-

ed rather than Clarke.
But the left-wing NUPE

Closer to

nationally is a major criter-
-ion for being nominated for
election to the NEC.

There are also unneces-

sary . restrictions about the

criterion for qualifications as
a bonafide nominee, i.e. that
one has to be a conference
delegate, The Party should
consider new  proposals
regarding the composition of
. the NEC. |

"That would prov1de it

- with a closer link to the grass

roots of those organisations

_affiliated-to the Party.

I suggest the following

proposals:

1. That the NEC
membership be increased
from ~ 25 to 30 with an
additional three members for
the CLPs section and an
additional two members for
the Women’s section. The

‘new composition would thus

be: Div. 1 — Trade Unions
12 members (same); Div. 2 —
Socialist & Co-op Soc: 1

member (same); Div. 3 —

CLPs: 10 members (plus 3),
Div. 4 Women: 7 members
(plus 2).

2. By relevant amend-
ments to Labour Party
Standing Order 4, the Trade
Unioin _ Sectio should
exclude MPs an

trade union. - |

3. By relevant amend-
ments to lLabour Party.
Standing Order 4,
Sectlon should include a
maximum number of three
MPs (1.e. 3 MPs with the
highest vote would be elec-

- ted). All nominees should be
attend -

entitled to
Conference as nominees if
they are not delegates.

-4, By the process of
election at Labour Women’s
Conference, the Women’s
should' include a

5. Election addresses of
'NEC candidates should be

circulated to all Party afflll- |

ates.

6. Also the Parhamentary
Labour Party and through
the PLP the Parliamentary
Committee, when in opposi-
tion, and the Cabinet, when
in- government, should be
made accountable to the
NEC.

MICHAEL IDUN,
Dulwich CLP

for
would have been elected

full-time
~ employees of the nominating

the CLP

- forms

ey Al s s gty 4

delegation cannot be pass- |
ed over without criticism,
either. Because of a

rumour that ASTMS had
not voted for NUPE assist-
ant general secretary Tom

Sawyer, NUPE’s vote was °

not cast for Doug Hoyle of
ASTMS, no red-hot milit-

ant, but part of the left slate

for the trade union section.

In fact ASTMS had voted
Sawyer, and Hoyle

From the moment we

arrived on Sunday and
started distributing our four
page statement of our case,
and our “Gay 16 OK”
stickezs — shorthand for our
demand for an age of
consent for gay men iden-
tical to that for het men —
auntil the Thursday evening
when we made vigorous
efforts to sell the special
Party Conference edltlon of

~

Jean~ festor Jo Richardson,

Gay News, delegates. could

not deny that some Party
members, at least, regarded
gay nghts as a Party issue.

- On the Saturday before
the conference, the Sun pub-

lished another of its attacks

on Peter Tatchell, this time
alleging

pics in San Francisco.

The News of the Worid
affected that delegates had
been “shocked” by - the
“obscene” articles in
London Labour Briefing

particularly the expression
. by Mary Evans that she was

glad to be a lesbian.

On the Monday; the
Daily Mail published a some-
what s1m11ar piece. As Peter
Tatchell said, “Papers like
the Sun, the News of the

— wrongly — that he— -
had been-te -the-Gay Olym-

World and the Mail are

using this campaign not
merely to discredit individ-
uals, not merely to ridicule

and destroy gay rights as a

serious issue, but also to try
and discredit the left within

the Labour Party.”

Comrades on the plat-
of Labour Herald,
L.ondon Labour Briefing and
the Women’s Rights rally
referred to. the issue. Our
allies talked  about 1t to
‘their comrade delegates. .

Thus by Tuesday evening

clectoral liability.

-power at any price,

| S—————

e
_/

Dzscussmg b ck votes — but not with the m membersth

with NUPE’s votes.

NUPE was also decisive
in ousting Joan Maynard
from the women’s section
of the NEC. NUPE did vote
for Maynard — but it also

voted for the candidate pute

up against her by the right

‘'wing, Anne Davis. If NUPE

had not voted for Davis,
Joan Maynard would have
kept her'seat.

This, together with un-
ions flouting their own pol-

\aking gay |
rlghts

by Chrls
Beer —
(Eabour \

Campalgn for

Gay nghts)

when we held our own fringe
meeting, we were no longer
raising what many might
have séen as' a fringe issue.

‘By the BBC’s count, we had
- 250

present in a room
booked for an audience of
100 - and that was after
we had e¢jected reporters
from the Sun, News of the
World and Mail. -
Our platform included

- Ken Lmngstone, and Peter

Tatchell. Tony Benn can-
celled an engagement to
attend in solidarity with us
when he read of press
attempts -“to . hound and
harass in a disgusting way”
The issue also reveals the
underlying politics of those
who debate it. When we

lobbied him after an NEC

meeting, Neil Kinnock told

- us that the fact that the
- government

next Labour
would be committed only

to 18 as the age of consent

wouldn’t prevent it from
reducing the age to 16
once it was in power. But
he felt that 16 would be an

- By  contrast Tatchell
said at the meeting: “As
long as we pander to what
we think. are people’s preju-
dices, they will be reinfor-
ced, they will never change.
For socialism is not just
about economic and point-
of-production - struggles: it
is also about liberating us
from all the different forms
of oppression, whether it be
sexual or racial, whether it
be the oppression of class or

the oppression of sexual

o owe seek
if we
compromisc on those funda-
mental principles then we

orientation.

- - . - . v. v, H. - . ..

et

icy (such as TGWU,
USDAW, and GMWU on
the register), gives a pict-

ure of the contempt which -
for

the bureaucrats have
democracy.

NUM members should
be asking how come their
delegation was committed

are a very weak and poor

party.”
Three platform speakers

', told of the immediate effect

on them and others in the
same position of the NEC’s
policies. Two men from the
Gay Youth Movement spoke
of the oppression of spend-
ing the first sixteen years of
gay life in a heterosexual
nuclear famlly, only. to find
that oppression continuing

~under law for a further five.-

‘economic

control and

oppression
restricts freedom of move-
ment and association. In its
present state, the law rein-

Parental

forces the: power . of the

heterosexual family ~over
young gay men by prohib-

- iting any legal expression

of their sexuality.

Indeed, Dicken’s Bill,
‘'which  would outlaw the
Paedophile Information

'Exchange . implicitly attacks

“armed forces as he had been

further the ability of young
people to determine their
sexual identity.

Andrew Watson told of
the fear of being gay in the

~in the Royal Navy He des-

cribed how i1t had been
necessary to act heterosexu-
‘ally, *“to sit in a bar with

heterosexual = servicemen,
who are looking for 2
woman”’

He had been forced to

have sex with a woman not
simply because of
pressures but because to be

discovered as gay would lead

to dismissal and possibly a

jail sentence.
The Labour
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to vote for a NUR
winger like Russell
The claim that it-is b
of the Triple Allianc:
not hold water. No
agreement exists wi
ISTC, the third union
and an

ment on fighting to
to defend jobs (NUR
bers have yet to see
ence of this fighting
Weighell!) does not

- supporting candidat
| electlons. |

| Perhaps surprising]
motion that votes fa
NEC should be record

from next year was p

by 4.5 millionté 2.7 m

The most common
anation at Blackpool
that the rival burean
are now So -suspicio
each other than they
to be sure their deal

~ kept to!

But the . decision
gives the rank and
chance to drive forwar
fight for accountabili
delegations to union p:

Fighting fc

current policy does noft
pose to change this.

One way forward w
to precmote, in our CLF
union brar
policies which are expl
concerned with- fig
patriarchy and which
contributory rather

_seen as alternatives t¢
fight for women’s rights

We hope shortly to
discussions on -these
with the Women’s A
Committee of CLPD.
Livingstone spoke
LCGR as well as for hi
when he said: “We will
on fighting and challe
prejudice in every CLI
trade union branch. unf
commit this party
position not just on

- sexuality but on all for:
sexuality. The Tories an
-press know that our

paign unlocked the re
sion in their sexuality
we do so we take.ours
much closer forward
transforming the whol
society than perhaps

~other single issue that

Contact:
LCGR, 61¢
‘Bloom St,
Manchests
1; Gay You
Movement

'BM GYM, London
WCIN 3XX




M Hart (SO 102) has got
0 wrong when he att-
3 Rocky Sullivan for
pcating a more diverse

pral coverage for Soc-. |

g Organiser. Tom falls
» the trap of prumtlve
kerism.
e fails to reed

- of a politicised intell-

#sia interacting with

B conscious workers and
the process creating

t Gramsci termed ‘the i

r pohtlco-cultural hege-
;y’ which is a pre-
pisite for working class
lership in a society mov-

kowards socialism.

Expansion

i new ruling class cann-

mmerge in history and
~_every aspect of absolut-

ﬁve without establish-
. its own

i, and also stimulates a

Revolution in 1789,

bourgeoisie?

SOIution

course not! New id- .
had to be established |
- minds"of the oppress-
which adequately ex-
Bed a solution to their

TiE deprivation.
pe Liberté, Egalité,
deed, in achieving this,

ALIST Challenge publ-

 a review of the issues
t resoluttons  at Labour

conference.._to help

e its readers. Of the Bas-
poke CLP resolution,
mating with supporters
cialist Organiser, it sayd:

g intentions, suffers from
ajor flaw, bowever —
mand for the workers’

the Communist. Parties
 official trade umions n
Europe. Not only is
aorong in itself, but it is a
fire way to divide ithe
yrt for Sohdamosc tn the
exce’’.
he last point is a matter
sessment. But why does
plist Challenge say the
mnd is wrong in itself?

:

Cartels

pe so-called Commumist

s are the apparatus-

ting cartels of the bur-
ts who run the totalit-
Stalinist states. These
savagely repress the
sng class, hold down
' living standards, and

lﬂﬂﬂﬁy — in the first
, the right to organise as
s, even on the trade
level. .

‘official trade unionfs’
no sense trade unions.
are anti-unions, counter
ms, agencies of the
for policing and con-
g the working class.

) protect -the monopoly

lhese official ‘unions’,

. trade unionists are

ssed, jailed and tortured

ental hospitals by forced
mmistration of drugs. The

. of Vladimir Klebanov

received some publicity

gnise che ,

ideological
pework that transcends
} outdated forms of -

wledge and ways of -

al expansion of the
;cuve forces  of

Ouid there have been a
example, without the
gical ~onslaught on !
ism launched by the

phes as the ideolog-

representatives -of. 8 . the lavish privileges

- «for
labour of the vast majority

Fbis resolution, excellent

ent 1o break all links

e them of elementary

s il —— Y
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Criticism on cultural zssues even apparently ‘non- olmcal * ones, is part of the process of
preparing revolutions — as the work of the ‘young Hegelmns helped prepare the 1848 revolu-

tion in Germany (above).

the Philosophes attacked

ist rule — from the domin-

sanae

ation of Roman Catholic- " |
' Europe is a direct produet
. of the poverty of political

ism to the toilette habits of
Marie Antoinette. Socialist
Organiser should do the

Who

I read John O’Mahony’s
article on corruption in the
Soviet Union with interest.
He
that
members of the Soviet elite
(read members of the CPSU)

‘enjoy compared to ordin-

ary workers, But why all the
surprise?

Wasn’t
Ancient Greece, the France
of Louis XVI or capitalist
America today that a small
handful of people control
the - state apparatus to
extract an economic surplus
themselves from the

‘culture expressed

"The weakness of the soc-
ialist movement in Britain
compared to elsewhere in

Tom

Hart S phrase, ““trivia such
as music, sport hterature
and art’’. *.

| Impact

I would point to the work
of Gramsci and his ‘L’Ord-.

- extend. its

ine Nuovo’ group in Italy

in the 1920s as an example
of where a group of politic-
ised intellectuals committ-
ed to the working class
cause had a profound im-
pact in establishing Marx-

ism as the dominant philo-

sophy in their working class
— precisely because they
criticised every aspect of .
decadent capitalism — and °
~won politically conscious
workers to their banner at

the same time. \
Socialist Organiser must

working class life, includ-
ing sport, literature, and
music, that people exper-

-1ence in our rotten society.

horizons to -
‘examine and publish mat-
erial on all the aspects of

BARRY HASLAM,
Rochdale.

We invite readers
~ to send us their
letters, uptoa
usual maximum
length of 400 words

Send to
‘Writeback”’,
Socialist Organiser,
¢/o 28, Middle Lane.
London NS .-

cares about the dlffe ences"

.

of toﬂers”
There 1s no difference at

all in any significant sense

cotrectly documented

between these regimes and

‘the Soviet Union. There may

be differences in

tivity of labour and tech-

-nology — but not at all in

terms of

it the case in ~

towards socialism™.

| the content of
oppression and exploitation
of the working people.

This 1s why 1 find it so
surprising that O’Mahony is
still giving us
material from Trotsky about

‘“a bureaucratic caste balanc-
ing itself between a return’

to capitalism and moving
It’s OK

'As Polish workers rise up
against Jaruzelski’s
attempt to ban their union
and impose his own puppet

umons

, many socialists

still oppose the call for the
British labour movement to
break links with the Stalin-
ist state ‘unions’ and

partles John O’Mahony
reviews the issues.

in Britain. |
We don’t even know the

names of most of the martyrs

to the cause of independent
working class orgamsatlo\
who fall victim to the police
state apparatus which pro-
tects the monopoly of the

‘official unions’.

There are
probably countless Lech
Walesas and Anna Walent-

‘'ynowiczs who go down in

darkness and silence. They
disappear into the jails and

camps and mental hospitals,

or have their spirits crushed

roduc-

~world economy,
-produce goods for sale on

this old

- defeats

-pretend that

saying this twenty years
after the . revolution as
Trotsky did — but seventy
years on, and it’s wearing a
bit thin.,

The essential point is that
the Soviet Union’s ruling
class, in today’s integrated
have to

the international market

place — just as ‘the US or

British capitalists have to.
OK, the form is differ-

ent — you can’t actually

- own factories in the USSR.

But so-what? Who cares?

- The imbalance in wealth

and power is the same in

tion o

and give up.
Often they suffer this fate
amid the indifference.of inde-

pendent labour movements
like our own — sometimes .

with our tacit collusion.

It is collusion for the TUC

and Labour Party to have
fraternal links with these
-anti working class state
apparatuses, pseudo-parties,
and police-state  labour
fronts protected by terror
against the workmg class and
the real trade unionists.

It gives them credibility. It
must
class militants fighting for a
real labour movement —

‘and perhaps real communist

parties — in the Stalinist

~ states to despair.

It miseducates the British
labour movement about the
oppression of the working
class in-the Stalinist states. It
| and deflects the
natural trade-unionist
socialist impulse to solidarity
with workers facing tasks
such as the pioneers of our
own movement accomplished

~ acentury and a half ago.

Deny

Does Socialist Challenge

- deny that this is a true pict-

ure? Do they think that the
‘Commnunist Parties’
partnes, or communist, Or
socialist, or working class?
After the magnificent re-
volt of the Polish workers

which created Solidarnosc —
2 revolt greeted by the lead-

ers of the ‘official i.ade
unions’ with the threat to

have the workers shot down

— can Socialist Challenge
the
é e k J
trade unions
states are in any sense trade
unions? :

‘alienation

drive many working

and

are .

official |
in the other:

the USSR as in the West.
Workers experience the same
and . lack of
control as in the West. Any
moves towards democratisa-
tion  like in Poland will be
met with the same fusillade
of bullets as in the West. ~
And I am sure that the
many  political prisoners
languishing

there’s a “qualitative differ-
ence” between the gruel in

the Lubianka compared to
San Quentin.

Trotsky himself argued
just before his death that'
the analysis of the Soviet

Oian

Why do we not have a
basic class duty to do every-

thing we can, to use every

weapon at our disposal, to

belp our class in the Stalinist
states and to strike at their

oppressors?

Socialist Challenge believ-
~es that- the Stalinist states

should be defended against
imperialism-and attempts to
restore capitalism. So do
most of us around Socialist
Organiser; we also believe
that the Stalinist bureau-

cracies must be overthrown

by the working class and
replaced by workers’ demo-
cracy. (Socialist Challenge
advocates this programme

for uniy some of the Stalinist:

states, excluding Cuba).

We want the British labour
movement, in so far as it

can, to help the workers in

the Stalinist states to weak-

en, discredit, and overthrow
their bureaucratic rulers.
Socialist Challenge on the
other hand subordinates the
struggle of the working class
to a mistaken view of what
defending the Stalinist states
against  imperialism should
mean for socialists.

They increasingly see the
world as two great camps.
They view any call for the
British labour movement to
strike at the Stalinist states
as undermining support for

* those states against imper-

ialism.
Socialist Challenge initially

-Opposed support for Solndar- "

nosc’s call last December
for a working class boycott

of Polish trade in response to
- the martial law. A large part

of their international orgams-
ation called for massive sub-
sidies to the Polish state that
had
law! :

Some Socialist Challenge

| in Brezhnev’s
jails will be pleased to hear

just declared martial

bureaucracy “as a collective
Bonaparte™ balancing
between  capitalism and
socialism <could only be held
to for a short time. The
problem with the bulk of the
left is that they’ve failed to

- move on.

The Soviet elite is a

-hardened-out ruling class —

like in the USA. It’s here to
stay for the long-term, fore-
seeable future, and it’s just
plain_myopia or naivety to
try and maintain otherwise.

Let’s face it. If the USA

or the USSR were to go to
war tomorrow, the outcome
would not beneflt Workers

a boycott, but the paper
remained ambivalent. Now,

" by opposing the proposal that
the British labour movement

should refuse to recognise
the CPs and ‘official trade
unions’ as working class

organisations, it helps give.
them credence.
‘Defence of the Stalinist

against imperialism
capitalist restoration’

states
and

‘would be a Stalinist and anti
working class position were

it not firmly linked — as it
was by Trotsky — to active

support for the struggle of*

the working class itself to
overthrow the  Stalinist
system. Despite its formal
commitment to anti-bureau-
cratic revolution, Socialist
Challenge is increasingly

unclear about this link and
- what it means for us.

After the recent Pohsh

experience, only the most

Latest issue of

Polish Solidarity

Campaign News

— articles on

resistance in
 Poland and solid-

arity in Britain
- and abroad.

- tfraverses

 Available from SO, ¢/o 28 Middle Lan
London N8 8PL. 30p plus 20p p&p ne

I

on either side. If the USSR
won, .they would impose a
brutal totalitarianism — if
the USA won, we’d all
probably be cinders anyway.

When you talk of
“defending the gains of

‘October” you are really talk-

ing of defending formulae
that possess no substance at
all. It i1s inconceivable that

- workers in the West can ever

be won to supporting the

bureaucratic totalitarianism
in the East.

/ GLYNIS POWELL,

- Horwich

7

comrades actively supported

optimistic ‘world strategists’
and fantasists who spread the
lie that Stalinist Cuba is a
working class democracy can -
fail to understand how im-
portant the link is. Only
people with no sense of
proportion or of what is
important can be. deflected

' from active support for the

working class in the Stalinist
states by the fact that a
Margaret Thatcher or a
Ronald Reagan (or a Frank
Chapple) makes hypocritical
noises to the same effect.
Support for our own side,
and opposition to their opp--
ressors, is as basic as not
crossing a picket lme in_a
strike. Socialist Chnllen e
lmows about picket lines. But
it is increasingly incapable
of keeping its class line clear
when it comes to the inter-
national class struggle that
the mpenallst/'

_Stahmst divide.




. Andrew Hornung revuews ‘Not a Love Story’ _

‘MARKET research shows

that a woman on her knees

committing fellatio i§ the

biggest turn-on,’ declares graphy was a form not of film What stnkes you is not  his own. The woman wears  Bitch’ she exclaims, ‘That’s
~the pornographer dis- love and intimacy, but hate = Linda Lee’s toughness and the gag, silenced by the = my body that’s being
passionately. ‘We're pro-  and fear. ~ isolation, but her growing master in his fantasy. abused!" Soon the solitari-
ducing a product that The film is no ‘Mondo  compassion and sense of In reality, the ‘master’ - nessisreplaced by solidari-
satisfies a need.’ | - Porno’ flit through the  solidarity. fantasises in his room ty. She knows that her

And why is it the biggest
turn-on? Because it com-
bines an image of physical

5}1

urning on’ the

music together. And she
wanted to show that the
sex portrayed in porno-

filth of 42nd Street.
stead the documentary is

-~ punctuated by interviews

ST W U, AT - . — p SILCEEIE - i

I.n_.

sensitised Lmda Lee. It
is not completely successful
here, but by the end of the

"My own feehngs about

the film are certainly very
much determined by my

says the commentator, was
to isolate men. - each
jerking off in a room on

alone, in his cubicle, in
the booth
But things don t stay

.playmg and

she knows
what she’s doing. |
when she watches ‘Beat the

display of her body affects
the lives of all other women
in the same society.

The value of the film

stimulation with the frisson  with feminist writers and  being a man. I was horri- " there.  Applauding the
‘ot the forbidden. These are  anti-pornography cam- fied at the sadism, but = porno film’s gang-rape does not lie in the solu-
in turn combined with an  paigners. It is also held more by the pathetic, is not going to be followed - tions it offers, nor in the
image of male mastery = together not only by the longing, disappointed by outrage on hearing of a sheer shock it produces.
. which contains its own  presence of the producer- faces of those men in the real rape. The person who Its importance lies in
‘justification’: the dirty = as-interviewer but by Linda  coin-op cubicles who strain ' pays his pound to watch . the way it .contrasts- the
bitch needs to be punished!  Lee Tracey, a stripper with  to get a last good look as bondage is not going to  image of women presented

‘Not a Love Story’ is
an investigation of porn-
ography.

Its pl‘oducer Bonnie

Sher Klein, wanted to make

this film for_ two reasons.
Pornography is a bigger
industry than film and

daubts.

- The 1dea is to stop the
viewer becoming  de-
sensitised through the

steady build-up of breasts,
‘bums, fellatio and flagella-
tion by creating an empathy
with an

increasingly

their coin runs out and the

peep-hole closes.

One of the ferninists
interviewed tells us that

‘when the Nazis invaded

Poland they distributed
huge quantities of porno-
graphic material. The idea,

protest at any of the :

thousand petty enslave-
ments that make women
specially oppressed.

At the beginning of the

film, Linda Lee is self-
confident and solitary.
It’s her body she’s dis-

by men in -pornography
W1th the image of women
presented by  women
appearing in the = film
itself: __the first passive

o

- and degraded, the latter

mutually supportive and

creative.

"But
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Steve Bell

Refreshes

EMPIRE ! .
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CLASSES.. -me PITS .. | Mmmes RED

Harry Sloan rewews, ‘Further Down"on
Maggie’s Farm’, by Steve Bell (Penguin, £1.95)
GET up the noses of your reactionary relatives and IPREIN
cement your friendship with fellow socialists: give ! i3
them both a copy of Steve Bell’s Iatest volume of ;:,;;"‘; :f o 2
cartoons this Christmas. ‘ R N e, =

Right wingers will gnash their teeth at Maggle S
Farm the Falklands strips and the debunking of the
SDP. Religious nuts will fume at the antics of Lord
God Almighty. And socialists with any lifs ii them at
all will roll around with laughter.

The drawings are pure fantasy and exaggeration:
the dialogue is mfagmatwe fiction: but the mixture
holds more truth than the outward form might
suygest Harry Hardnose and his Fleet Street hacks in
particular are all too real a feature in the lives of

“millions: they really are absurd exaggerations. |

We can learn by laughing — and learn to taugh at
ourselves as well, in Bell’s occasional light parody of

the self- rlghteous ultra-left, = \
Use the book as a litmus- test in cases where a
person’s sense of humour is in doubt. Anyone reading

through without-a smile is dead for the purposes of

_any‘rhlng at all.

| l Rates: £5 for three
[ months, £8.75 for -
§] six months, and £16
. for a year.
Bundie of five
B each week: £12 for

r-----...-.----.-.--
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THE ~ Socialist Organiser

workers. Haldane’s science

ledge  of parallaxes and

‘Worker’s news

;/"// /

items to

*¢ GETY YouRk ARSE ON YOUQ B‘KE
GET YOUR ARSE OMYOUR B.Ke

Ger ON YOUR QiKE ..

ggv

% Su NG Yo THE TUNE of "GODSAVE QUR —
GRAC.\OUS QuEEN “ =

ommumst o o Ry
Professor

4.
-------

.-

‘-l
.......

followed in a subsequent

' 7 three months. - -science column has a pre- page was an (inevitably  spectroscopics before they lead in discussions on gen- - issue of the paper. ~
= Bundie of 10: £21 decessor, albeit a Stalinist small) attempt at removing  could  be understood - eral science which might = An article on ‘Mathe-
. for three months. one, in J B ‘S Haldane’s this advantage. properly. ) otherwise be somewhat  matical Conundrums’ di-

‘Science and Everyday Life’

He opposed the elitist

Haldane'’s reply was that

abstract and boring. A 1938

gressed into the class nat-

~ weekly column in the views of his bourgeois con-  astronomers don’t need to ammonia explosion at the ure of Ancient Greece in
immedately ~pre-war temporaries who saw  be aware of the complex- Eldorado Ice Cream works  order to explain the contin-
Daily Worker. It ran from science as unteachable ities of leather tanning  whichkilled a woman work-. - ued hegemony of ‘pure’

) July 1938to January 1941, on a mass scale. - before choosing a new pair er and injured many others  over ‘applied’ mathemat-

Name........... J B S Haldane FRS, It was said that modern  of boots, and neither do - provided a backdrop to a ics. Professor Haldane

"""""""" Professor of Biometry at science could not be ex-  laymen need detailed back- chemistry lesson on the  attributed this to Greek

\ London University, was one Plained in anything less = ground knowledge to properties and uses of  slaveowning society’s

Address.................... of the most brave and brill- than massive- tome-like  understand a short news- ammonia. contempt for manual
iant scientists of his time. books, and that short  paper item on the stars. He labour.

................................ As a communist, Haldane popular articles were use- ~ thought that, “‘the ordinary SPTI Topics from genetics to

| was concerned  to see less and superficial. These man must know something D'Qes“on grass pollen, from astro-

- ondose f....... science used for mankind’s  critics argued that an astro- about the various branches | ~ physics to zooglogy, were

To: Socialist Orgam-
ser, 28 Middle Lane,
London N8 8PL.

. .
. . N

!

/

benefit, not for capital’s.
- He realised that much
knowledge 1is

scientific
monopolised by the ruling
class, and thus they gain
an advantage over the

~of say

nomical discussion on news
white dwarf stars
being discovered in relative

proximity to the .sun (a

typical Haldane discussion
subject) necessitated know-

- of science..

it affects

.’ because, like
boots for the astronomer,

| his everyday
life’’. -

‘Science and Everyday

Life’ often used the Daily

) Refrigeratio‘n was cover-
ed, but -so was spectro-
scopic.measuremeént of gas
quantities
sphere of distant planets

Digestion, and ammonia,

- covered in an extremely

in the atmo-

-,

interesting and thought-
provoking style. -

* Continued next week.
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A WARD Labour Party in

Coventry has been threaten-
ed with suspension by nght

- wing councillors. The ‘crime’ |
committed by Upper Stoke

Labour Party was to carry
through a successful housing
campaign
Council Estate durmg the

| last local elections in May.

The Upper Stoke Labour

Party found a considerabie

of dissatisfaction

tenants |
increase in rents and yet the

amount

lack of repairs and mainten- |

in the Stoke Heath

. .

with the%

Ance to their houses. |
' Most of the houses in the

- Stoke Heath area were built
during the First World War. -
"The. Ward Party

produced a
questionnaire which they got
all tenants to sign. They

. "l:,.‘f’ &
. > LA

"‘
gae?
P
at®
P I

'bycouncillor Susan Carlyle

~ A TYPICAL day for a Bengali

boy in Stepney Green school
is spent avoiding certam

parts of the school. If you're

sent on an errand, even by

‘the kindest of teachers, you

don’t want to go on your
own.,

Small new boys run gaunt-
lets of trouble on the stair-

ways and in corridors. In
older years the violence and

thuggery increases.
Maruk, a

time. He reported it to a
senior teacher, and on

returning to his class was set
three white boys from -

on by
behmd and lmocked un-
conscious. He lay in a corni-

dor for half an hour before

being discovered, then was
taken to hosprtal and kept

in with an eye injury. |
The punishment for the
three has so far been varying

- lengths of time of suspens-
ijon. A private prosecution

may decide otherwise.

- -Labour Party elected gov-

ernors, including for the first
time a Bangladeshi person,
pressurised the head staff
to allow a parents’ meeting
to discuss this attack and the
racism in the school. For the
first time the school hall

was packed with Bengali

parents, demanding jus

- and fair treatment for their

children.

School students past and '

attended,

present giving

their experiences of beatings

and unfair treatment at the
hands of racists i the
school. A relation of Maruk

told of the family receiving

telephone cills threatening
petrol bombing if they pro-
ceed with their complaints.

No solution was forthcom-

ing from the senior staff who
see ‘football’ as the great
example of multi-racialism,
and rely on an attitude of
‘‘come and tell us, we’ll
sort it out’’

Over one third of the new
entry forms at this school are
Bengali. The school has dealt
with bullying as being a

problem, but has not had a

~combine a strong

sixth former,
"~ Was threatened in the play-
ground one Thursday break

positive anti-racist policy
built into its school pro-.
gramme, '

Until schools like this do

sanctions on racists, coupled

“with a complete re-education

programme, the racial vnol-
ence will continue.

The parents and welfare
groups, with the Labour
Party, have a job to pressur-
ise and influence school
authorities to take this up.
ILEA already is asking quest-
ions about Stepney Green’s

level of racist bullymg and

violence,

“The streets outside tl_le
school are just as much the
staff’s area in protecting
their pupils.

'l'he very next day after the

meeting, a group of first
'years were attacked by a

set of whites yards from the
school gates. I wntnessed
this.
At the moment the Bengaln
youth have to organise to
protect themselves. ‘Self-

defence is no offence’~ is

taking ‘on a real meaning,

| especrally when school auth-

orities sanction them more
severely than the racists.
(Maruk was suspended last
year for defending him-
self, with others).

Parents are not being
bought off with invitations to

be elected to one of the

three parent governor seats,
Facilities for Bengali-
speaking interpreters should

be used by ILE A, rather than
putting school students into

separate classes for language

reasons. Isolate the racists!

For too long the immigrant
minorities have been seen as

the problem: they have been
segregated and treated as

difficult to teach. Despite this

the Asian pupils are the high-

est attainers in a system
pressurised heavily against
them.

‘“We are here to stay. Our
children’s
suffering. Expel the racists™

~ was the clear message at the

school meeting, coupled with
a resolution for an open
independent inquiry.

set of

. - -
' - -

education ns |

by Dave Spencer (West Mrdlands county counclllor)

tion of the whole of M111t-

took photographs of the
worst cases. They compiled a
report, published. it and got
coverage in the local press.
- The three local Labour

~ councillors, Richard Morris,
Bob Hollan '
Edwards took the issue to
+he local Labour Council,

~ blamed their spinelessness in
not fighting the cuts and 50
on.

| The results were on the
one hand that many of the

repairs have now been done

but on the other hand that

-—_

~ IN the face of mounting
opposition to its plan to hive
off the Hutchesontown ‘E’
housing scheme in ‘the
Gorbals (Glasgow) to private
enterprise, - the  Labour
Group on Glasgow District
Council has now stated that
no daecision on the future of
the scheme will be taken
until discussions have been
held with the District
Labour Party and the local
- Constituency Labour Party.
At tirst sight, this seems a
considerable climbdown. By
a majority of 21 votes to
19, the Group had previous-
ly voted specifically not to
inform the Party of its plans
for privatisation.~This is the
seventh major decision since
1980 which the Group has
“taken witheut any prior con-
sultation with the Party.

In fact, though, the
climbdown is more apparent
‘than real. At the discussions,
the Labour Group represen-
tatives will argue that there
is no alternative to privat- -
isation.  Meanwhile  the
council has gone ahead with
putting the scheme out to
tender.

Sc'heme ‘-

- The Stop the Sale Cam-
paign (SSC) is demanding
that the scheme, which
suffers  from  structyral
dampness, should be com-
pletely demolished and

- replaced by decent council
- housing, after full consulta-
tion with the local
munity {0

com-
ascertain the

column inch. Send to Social-
B i Organiser {What’s On), 28

B Mzddle Lane, London N8.

i NATIONAL UNION of Stu-
l dents (Scotland) women’s
l conference October 30-31,
t Strathclyde University

. Students Union, 90 John St,

Glasgow. Open to all women
. — not just students. Registr-

ation £2 information from
l Cas Stewart NUS Scotland,
B 12 Dublin St, Edinburgh
l EH1 3PP (03l~556 6598).

and DPave -

- supposed

Antn-Dampness

- .

B Paid ads 5p per word, £4 per

the Upper Stoke comrades -

have been accused by right
wing councillors in the
North East CLP of “‘bringing

the I_abour Party mto dis-

repute’’.

At fust tlus was seen as
an aberration on the part of
the pompous Councillor
Albert Rose, chief whip of
the Labour Group, and treat-
ed as something of a joke.

But last - Wednesday’s
North East CLP Executive

" endorsed Councﬂlor Rose’s
call for the suspensmn of the

orbals housmg
le dela

needs of the area.’

Support for the SSC

- continues to grow. Local

community and Labour
newspapers such as Glasgow
Tenant, Strathclyde Labour
Br1ef1ng and Glasgow Fight-
back have all backed the SSC
as have a number of Labour

~ Party brdnches and constit-

uencies. - NALGO is being
contacted by the SSC to

appeal for blacking of ail
‘work connected with the
possible sale of Hutchcson-*

town ‘E’.
But the Labour Group
has been attcmptmg fo dlS—

THE RIGHT wing and some
left-wingers in
Queen’s Park Constituency

‘Labour Party, Glasgow, have
joined together to take disci-
plinary action — maybe ex-

pulsion — agamst a Socialist
Organiser supporter in the
Crosshill -  Prospecthill
branch.

The secondary reason for
the witch-hunt is the general

political work of the SO supp-

orter In the last few months
the branch- has passed
motions for immediate Brit-
ish withdrawal from Ireland,
refusal to- expel socialists,
active support for the ‘Stop
the Sale’ campaign, etc.

But the crucial issue is an
article which appeared in SO
five weeksago on the Gorbals
Campaign.

NOTTINGHAM Socialist
Organiser meets every Friday
7.30pm at the International
Community Centre, 61B
Mansfield Rd.

SOCIALIST .Organié;er ‘Lab-
. our‘ Party |

conference brief-

ings — full set £1 from SO,
28 Middle Lane, London
N8 .

SOUTH EAST London Soc
ialist Organiser forums:
every other Thursday, 8pm

at the Queen Victoria, Artill-
- ery Place, Woolwich. |

October 21: “The Tebbit bill’
— speaker Wendy Mustill.

ISLINGTON Socialist Org-

aniser, meetings every other
Sunday, 3pm at-Thornhill
Neighbourhood Project,

Orkney House, Caledonian -

Rd. Next meeting October
24, Details. Nik, 607 5268.

NORTH-WEST London Soc-

ialist Organiser group discus-
sion meetings. every .»:her
Sunday, 8pm (for ven.e. see

- SO sellers).
October 24: ‘The Tebbit brll’

November 7: “The Women’s
Campaign for Jobs’.

T g e e = B N TR e, T T L g g AU N Tk e o ST
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whole Ward.

Note that this meeting

took place immediately after
the Labo.ur Party Conference
— so much for unity!

Clearly the right wing
-councillors who run the Dis- -
trict Party in cahoots with
the local bureaucracy of the .
TGWU and AUEW see the
t wing NEC as a

means of disciplining any

moves at all from the left. At

the time of the debates on

the register, many of them

were calling for the proscr1p~

Some

SSC.
members of the Group have
insinuated, for example, that
“the SSC is- unrcprcscntatlvc

credit the

of Jlocal feelings in the
Gorbals or is merely a front
for “left wing extremists’ in
an attempt to scare away

~support for the campaign.

The rtight wing in the
local CLP have likewise
aided and abetted the
Labour Group’s attempt to
undermine support for the
SSC, for example by turning

down proposals for joint:

public meetings and other
forms of ]omt work W1th the

Criticising the farlmgs of the
local Labour Party, councill-
ors and MP, it touched a

‘raw nerve,

The article, several hun-

‘dred words long, also con-

tained a five-word statement
making an accusation which
the author and the paper
have since withdrawn and
apologrsed for. But the hyst-
eria has not died down

It surfaced first in a front
page article in the Glasgow

'Herald on October 6. Jean
‘McFadden, leader of the Lab-

our group on the District
Council, was quoted as say-
ing:

] saw Frank (McElhone
MP) on the Sunday before he

‘died, and he was terribly

upset. I believe that on the

" night before he died, photo-

public meeting. ‘After the
Labour Party conference’.
Wednesday October 27,

- 7.30pm, Trades and Labour

Club, Beverley Road.

WOMEN, Immrgratlon and
Nat:onahty conference org-
anised by women involved in
immigration law campargmng
and the GLC women’s com-
mittee, Sunday October 24,
10 to §, County Hall, Lond-
on SE1. All women welcome

Intematronal ‘Debating Soc-
ialism’> weekend on 23 / 24
October. Alan Thornett de-
bates Socialist Challenge and
Socialist Worker on the
unions, Ernest Mandel on
the monetary crists, John

- Ross debates Duncan Hallas

on entrism and the Labour

Party; Bernadette McAliskey |

on Ireland, Frances Morrell,
Alan’ Freeman and Labour
Briefing on the new Labour
Left, Ken Livingstone, Hil-

Wamwnght and Tessa
van Gelderen on the lessons

of Labour’s GLC, John Harr--

ison, Bea Campbell Valerie
Coultas Mike Davis and
and more discussions on a

socialist programme for the

British crisis. Just £4 for the
-weekend, £2.50 per day at .
,ngsway Princeton college,

near Kings Cross, London
- WC l Starts lOam

~ Party.

photocopies s

Cheap

| Rd/Brabant Rd,.

ant.
But what they mean by

. Militant is' the whole of the

left — they make no distinc-
tions  between Militant and
Socialist Organiser or . take

note of non-alignment —
they want to maintain the -

" Council. Other ‘Wards in

power to quietly - carry

- through the cuts and to dis-
pense patronage.

The response of the left
must of course be to support

Upper Stoke Ward Labour.
Their  housing

by Stan Crooke

SSe. .

- The immediate task for
the SSC is to restore to the
centre of attention the basic
political issues posed by the

“sale of the scheme (defence

of public sector housing,

accountabihiy of the District -

Labour Group) and thereby

- defeat attempts to under-

mine support for the cam-
paign.

the Sale Campaign, C/o
Laurieston Information
Centre, Block 80, Stirling-
fauld Place, Glasgow G3.

Glasgow witch-hunt

copies of the artu.le were

put through every door in
Govanhill’”.

The innuendo that the art-
icle caused the death of the
late MP is ridiculous, and the
bizarre = allegation about
completely
untrue.

But the SO supporter has

been summoned before the.
EC on October 13, and this
has been used as justifica- -
- tion to prevent discussion on -

the issue in the Crosshill-
Prospecthill branch meet-
ing. |

This witch-hunt must be
rejected, and the CLP turned
to the more fundamental
struggle to build a militant,

:frghtmg Labour Party in the

area.

POLISH SOLIDARITY
Contact addresses:.

- Solidarmnosc Trade  Union
Working - Group, Acomn

House, 314/320 Gray s Inn
Road, London WC1X 8DP.
Tel: 01- 837 9464

SOCIALIST ORGANISER
North of England day school

" on ‘The Internatlonal Class

Struggle’. Sunday October
31, 10am to 530pm at
Manchester,Umversuy Stud-
ents’ Union, Oxford Road,

- Manchester, Lots of work- .
shops, speakers, discussions,
~ etc. Registration £1.50 wag-

ed, 75p claimants, from 78
ngh St Atherton, Lancs.
tunch avalféble

creche provrded

CAMPAIGN a

Hall, London. Details. 56
Edithna St, London SW9.

KURDISTAN News and

. Comment issue no.6 now

out, S0p including postage
from Kurdistan Solidarity,
c/o Carila, Box 30, 29 Isl-

- ington Park St, London N1.

Kurdistan sohdarlty con-
ference: Saturday October 2,
starting 11am, at Brabant Rd
Trade\Union.Centr‘e, Station
London
N22. Details 01 -809 1089.

“back -
.people on the basis of a fight
against . the

For further information B
- about the SSC contact: Stop

- 26p postage,

gainst Racist |
Laws conference. Saturday -
- October 23, 10am, County

| ‘campargn is a model of how
~a Ward  should act. They

-actually achieved practical
 results for the tenants at the

- same time as recruiting mem-
bers.

They ‘now have to g0
and recruit more

right
politics -~ of -~ the

Wing
Labour

Coventry should start similar
housing  campaigns and
recruitment - drives. The
battle must be on to make
the Labour. Party a mass
party reflecting the lives,
interests and aspirations ot

- working people, not those of

a privileged layer intent on
selling us out again.

The pub which domin-
ates the Stoke Heath area,
the Barrass Hotel, is known
locally as ““the Bolsh™. The
name refers to the politics
of the World War I regulars
and the many meetings that
took place there. The spirit
obviously lingers on.

. ‘.
. -

Croxteth
‘support

THE Croxteth Community
Action Committee this week
received further support fo.
its. campaign to keep--oper
the last remaining public

_ facility on this Liverpoo
 housing estate — its compre

hensive school.
"On Thursday the Liver
pool Division of the Nationa

~ Union of Teachers passed :

resolution pledging suppor
for the retention of the sits
for the  comprehensive
school for the area. This wa
despite an attempt by th
local radio on the mornin;
of the meeting to whip uj

‘opposition from the teacher:

at. the school to which the
Croxteth- pupils were to hawe
transferred in September, by
implying that it was a choice
between Croxteth school oi
theirs remaining open.

This was successfully
argued against by the meet:
ing, however.,

If any reader has a degrece
or teaching qualification auc

‘is prepayed to give time ic

the school to teach on ¢
voluntary- basis, or can offe
administrative help, please
phone Cyril D’arcy on 051
220 3269.
Travelling expenses anc
meals will be provided, anc
accommodatlon if necessary

------------------------------.-------------l
"HULL Socialist Organiser

HARINGEY Socialist Organ
iser: fortnightly meetings at

" Brabant Rd trade union
- centre, For details phone

8020771 or 348 5941.

SPARTACIST Truth Kit.
New pamphlet on the polit-
ics and practice of the
Spartacist League, by John
Lister. 70 pages, £1 plus
rom WSL,
PO Box 135, London N1.

Advertiserhent .

Workers’ Socialist
Review no.2.

FALKLANDS -
WAR? '

WHOSE

40 pages plus new 8-page
supplement: 80p plus 20p
_P&p. 5 copies £4 post free.
Orders WSL, PO Box 135,
. London N1 0DD. |

~ .
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- British Airways workers at
the airport. BA engineers
have agreed to black work"

“translators.

~ October)
12.30:-
needed. Messages of support

- Committee, cfo 88

- .

" THE strike by Air India

workers at New Bond Street
and Heathrow Airport has
support  from

on Air India planes. And
BA staff have stopped Air
India’s attempts to link into
Travicom, the computerised
reservation system run by

- BA. This is important since |

Air India’s own reservation
system 1is not functioning
because of the strike.

- The regional director of

- Air India has written to Moss
Evans, threatening to sue the
TGWL, the strikers’ union.
- He claims there is no.
dispute and that the slogans
on the pickets’ placards are
- detrimental to Air India’s

business,

There seems to be h'ttle'

chance of the actions

succeeding — the workers are -

picketing their own place of
work over a dispute with

/

16

Y

- their irnmediate " employer.
The TGWU won’t be swayed -

by this feeble threat.

"\ The deputy c_onvenor'of |
the shop -stewards’

com-
mittee, C.B. Madhavan, left
this week for India. He
took with him a petition
signed by British MPs and
trade union leaders to the
Indian Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi asking her to inter-

vene in the dispute (Air
. India is owned by the Indian

government).

Questions have . been

- asked about the dispute in
'both houses of the Indian

parliament and there are
signs that Air India manage-
ment’s claim that they are
backed by the Indian govern-
ment is false. - |

The strikers are picketing
the Indian High Commission
at Aldwych in London from
10 am on Monday 18

October. Support would be. . | g P
== to strike

b

-

to SEK x-

~ THE struggle at Coveﬁtry’s |

Sandhar and Kang cash and
carry against redundancies

and victimisation of TGWU

members was continued with
another picket last Saturday.

As before, the success of

the picketing was reduced by
the police keeping pickets
away from the entrance,
Nevertheless customers were
turned away. |

An important develop-
ment was the presence of
several Birmingham S&K

" black workers on the picket

line. This first concrete act
of support from the Bir-
mingham workers and the
promise of more support
next Saturday have increased

- the confidence of  the

strikers and the solidarity
pickets. |

Supporters have started
to raise money for the strike
committee, particularly for
the very high legal defence
costs which the strikers have
incurred, following . the
bosses’ court injunction.

There. has still been no

support from the local

- TGWU. A lobby of the
"TGWU District Committee
by 30 strikers and suppor-
~ ters, ended with the officials -
forced - to hear - the

being
Asian- strikers, but refusing
to allow them to have any

picket will be
Saturday - (16
from 8am to
More support is

- Another
held this

and donations to S&K Strike
King
George’s Avenue, Coventry.

Available

don N8 for 60p incl.
postage. - .

-~

rom ESO’,;{ "
- 28 Middle Lane, Lon-

A

cuthac

SCPS militants in Oxford
point out, the civil service
unions are organisationally

FOUR DHSS offices are

" now on indefinite strike in
Birmingham. After the

walkout over staffing levels
at Erdington, union offic-
ials have been encouraging
other offices in the area fo
come out too.

" In Oxford, Harcourt
House DHSS have been on
strike for iwo weeks. There
are reports of other offices

~also walking out.

In Bury SCPS (Society of
Civil and Public Servants)
members have been on
strike against regrading. In
Dundee they’'ve been out
over this too, while In New-
castle the newly drafted In
Special Claims

union members.

Although the strikes all\'

have similar origins, there

is a difference. The action -
on staffing levels has been.
- spontaneous while the oth-
ers follow national union ,

policy. |

The government’s aim to -
reduce the civil. service

from its - 1979 level of
730,000 to 630,000 in 1984,
and the introduction of new
schemes such 'as Unified
Housing Benefit (which will
involve thousands of red-
undancies) are bound to
lead to further spontaneous

- walkouts.

However, as - CPSA/

ight

Control
team was met by a picket of

VORKERS in the BL
rowley Assembly Plant have

won an important victory.
Recently, as part of a full-

scale management offensive

within the plant; BL sent

letters to workers involved in
strike action which threaten-
ed that any further strike

action for any reason would

result in instant dismissal.
Management claim that
there have been 43 strikes
in the plant since May 1
and announced that  they
would be prepared to take
any drastic action necessary
to stop further strikes taking
place. |

.

AU

A mass meeting of the 700
skilled workers represented
by the AUEW in BL’s
Cowley Assembly Plant has

voted to take strike action

in defence of their conveno
Roy Fraser. |
They gave five. days’
notice of an all-out stoppage
next Tuesday, demanding
that management withdraw a
final warning issued to
Fraser. - -
The action was recom-

ivil servant:
DHSS

geared up for selective

strikes only, with high lev- .

els of strike pay.

They fear that the nation- -
- al leadership will try to re-

strict any fight on cuts to
the Birmingham region. To
win, the fight on staffing

and cuts has to be national .

This summer CPSA
members voted by a narrow

- majority for industrial act-

ion in the DHSS, Rapidly

rising unemployment and

cuts in staff had increased

the pressure in the offices

- allround. | -
But the DHSS section ex-
ecutive decided against

calling for national action

against the cuts. This fail-

ure to give a national lead

can now be challenged. All

the civil service unions in-

volved have made these
strikes official. -

. To stop the cuts, other
offices must follow the lead

given in Birmingham and
Oxford. |
'The rest of the labour

- movement can play its part

— employed and unempl-

- oyed. Messages of support,

donations and assistance on

. the picket line are always
' needed. Health unions and
unemployed groups should

especially mobilise their

by Bill Peters .

ks by Alan Stephens

- wards,
groups. A joint committee -
of CPSA/SCPS, NALGO

43 strikes exaggerates the
situation, since many of
them were of very short

duration, the strikes which

have taken place have been

in response to the ruthless

management which has been

installed over the past year.

Using = the authority
which Edwardes has reaped
through repeated sell-outs by

the top trade union leaders,
and the agreements full of

penalty clauses, which have
been forced in with their

- collaboration, BL have intro-

duced a system of manage-

ment based on sheer intimi-
‘dation and fear.

The trade union structure

EW votes

. victimised under the letters.
Another serious issue was

“also brought before the mass
meeting — the disciplinary

mended by

official Malcolm Young and
carried 3-1 at the mass meet-
ing. ,
Fraser had been discip-
lined by the company for
calling a shop stewards’
meeting off the plant which
had then callied a mass meet-

ing to discuss the amalgam-
ation (i.e. loss) of AUEW-
jobs on the plant.

members. | S

In Oxford, a successful
CPSA/ .

SCPS, Unemployed Work- -
ers’ and Claimants’ Union,

joint protest by

NALGO, Ruskin Students’

‘Union and the Claimants’

Defence Committee, was

held outside South Oxford

Middle School, now being
used as an emergency

" payments office.

Petition

- Over 500 signatures have

now been collected on the
OUWCU petition support-
ing the strikers’ demand for
at least 25 extra full-time
permanent staff. (They’'ve
been offered two). |
Joint  picketing at

.SbuthTMarst_on Road and
~ the school is being planned,
along with joint speaking

.engagerhents ‘at = union
branches, Labour - Party
and unemployed

Social Services, OUWCU,
CDC, and NAPO has been
formed. Employed and
unemployed, unite!
Contact: Richard Horton,

CPSA, Room 337, Fiveways |

House, Islington, Birming-

" ham 15; Morag Robertson,

CPSA, 24 Beechcroft Rd,
Oxford; Claimants’ Defen-
ce Committee, 44b Princes

- 8t, Oxford.

Although the figure of -

the AUEW’
- District Committee and local

~ promptly said

within . the plant has been
seriously “‘undermined, shop
stewards’ ,
abolished, protective agree-

“ments, particularly seniority

agreements,
broken down. .
- Hundreds of jobs have

sijjh«ati'caHy

‘been . abolished, and the
" remaining = workforce has

been substantially speeded-

. up, with workers constantly

intimidated and abused.
The resulting strikes have

been unable to halt this
process. The recent threat-

ening letters were therefore

both a response to these-
strikes and an attempt to go

all the way, establish total
management control and
effectively end the power of
the trade union movement
for a considerable period.

- Last week, mass meetings
made
would fully back anyone

action. being taken against

Andy Brown, one. of the
TGWU deputy
and secretary of one of the
" major TGWU branches.

CONvenors

“Although the day shift

- meeting took no vote, the
night shift where most of

the Jletters have been issued,
voted unanimously to back

~anyone victimised under the

terms of the letters.
The following night a

group of workers struck, -

demanding the withdrawal
of the letters. Management
that this
constituted a further uncon-
stitutional stoppage, and
therefore the threat con-

tained in the letters would -
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facilities almost

it clear that they

== Twoyears ago, 8
Women's Fightbacks

| be activated.

Ten workers  were
instructed to report onto the

" day shift on the morning.of

the 11th to be disciplined.-

It soon became clear that
* management
" proceeding with sackings,

-were = not

but instead said that they
intended issuing the ten men

with a further letter saying-

that next time they would
definitely be sacked..

The reason for their shift |
‘was

obvious.  They = had
assessed the mood of the

- workers and had rightly con-
~cluded that the sackings

would have created a massive
backlash from the work-
force which has been just

-

ke 4

under the surface for some

.:ﬂ'

time. -7 .

7

It ‘is an important victory

- for the plant under present

conditions and shows that
even the most hard-line
‘management, created by

*Edwardes, can be pushed

back if it meets a united
response. |

THE . PAPER  bave been

reporting that the swstch-
board at Unity House (NUR =

bheadquarters) was - jammed

- with members phoning m

their support for resigmed
general secretary Sid Weigh-
ell, and there was a flood of
similar telegrams (funny, I
thought the telegram service
bad stopped). L

- S0 being an NUR member I

 thought I ougbt to phone and

- gwe my view.

I got through ferst time —

- no jammed switchboard.
Young male voice: ““Unmity

House’’. |
Me: ‘““Who do I speak to
to give my opinion of Sid
Weighell’s resignation?”’
YMV: “If you tell me, I'll
pass iton’’. -
Me: “I think st’s a good

thing that be’s resigned, and

be should be put up against
the wall’’. o
Pause.

. -

LI .
------------
------------
lllllllll

YMV: I agree, and so do
a lot of others’’. -
these calls in bis support’’.

YMV: “There bhaven't

been apy, all the calls I've

taken  bave - said good
riddance’’.

T've simce found out
a member of the NUR exec-
utive that the whole press

story of mounds of letters

and messages is a lie. Most
‘branches that bave met bhave

welcomed Weighell's resign-
ation. The few that baven't
did so omly by a small
majority,
- Today Mondayl, m iis
attempt to drag up sympathy
for poor Sidmey, the press
reports that be was attacked
and punched. Agasm, the ex-
ecutive member says #
never bappened! -

Will Special General Meet-
ing delegates support the
real wishes of the members?
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1984: the date has become linked in
popular thinking with George Orwell’s
‘nightmare vision of a totalitarian,
centralised state machine operating on
the Stalinist model, with ‘Thought
Police’ and ‘Big Brother ‘watching
you o '

But the 1984 that Thatcher’s gang
are dreaming of could make Orwell’s
‘nightmare seem like a soft option.

It is now clear that the Tones plans
to put more cash into the pockets of
the rich are leading even now to a
wholesale demohtlon of the welfare
state. The premature and embarrassing
leak of the ‘cabinet’s Think Tank
report — proposing the scrapping of

e National Health Service, of free
hlgher education,
pensions and state benefits and even
the abolition of the state education
system itself — has pinpointed the
direction of Tory policies. .

Such/plans may seem fantastic —
too outrageous to evéen mention. But
they have only been “shelved”, not
scrapped. |

And meantime, draconian cutbacks
are actually bem made in the NHS.

xfordshire Reglonal "Health
Authority, faced with a eash crunch
directly resultm from Tory cuts, last
week spelled out the horrifying kind
of “economics” they need to balance
theu' books:

"'Scrappmg accident and emergency
services at weekends.

*Denying health care to people
newly-arrived in the region.

*Closing some general hos itals. -

*Closing all mentally dlcapped
hospltals -
*Charging patients for family

plamung and non-urgent operatnons
*Charging for patient’s catering,
laundry and transport.

blandly

the axing .of.

sweeping are these plans that
even Tory ministers have been forced - e . . R O L4 B
to warn the Regional Health Authority IR FURR TR bt R R (. e

that some may at present be illegal. - _ o N

But if the cuts are not made in this ---------------------------.--
way, they will come in some other
form if Tory cash limits are enforced.:

RHA chairman Gordon Roberts
admitted that “some of our
ideas will surprise a lot of people and
cause despair, but we must take
measures to live within our resources.’

Mr Roberts’ “measures” mean, of
course, ensuring that fewer workmg
class people live and more resources go
to the Tory rich. Indeed RHA spokes-

people in Oxford and elsewhere are

Well_ at least somebody still cares This week we’ve had
£10 from Hull, and £8 from our “intrepid knitter”, who has

- donated money from knitting a jumper. |
Merseyside Marathon money. so far we've had £54.70

quick to blame the elderly for the & with a lot more still to come. |
crisis .in the NHS. Tory strategy will " New totals: - - | | | -
deal with this problem in a ruthless - Hull ) £25.00 42% -
pincer movement — raising their rents Oxford 43150 5% |
and rates, cutting their pensions and. Leeds - - 93%
dehlstro ing the I?IHS and social services . Sheffield 137' B 138°/Z | \
which sustain them. | . Pl . o .
If this is not .the solution you had | '-e'ceste’.. - £96. | - 25% -
in mind, remember the Tory wreckers : London T O | 18%
. Merseyside - £174. 55% S

can be stopped. .
A general strike, led by the NHS
unions, could not onl win the 12%
pay clalm but lay a sohd basis for
defence of existing services in the
NHS. It could even grow into a move-
ment strong enough to topple the
Thatcher government itself and create_ —I
conditions “in which the workers’
movement could carry through the
struggle against Labour’s right wing
leadership for a genuine workers’
government. - ©
Only a government based on the
strength of the working class and pre-
pared to carry through a socialist
programme can prevent the mght:mare ,
visions of 1984 becoming the stark
reality of tomorrow. |

me groups have now met or nearly met their targets —

~ what are the others doing? |
Total £3892.22 5% |
" This leaves us with £2107.78 to raise! . - .
- All donations should be sent to Socialist Orgamser 28
Mlddle Lane, London N8. | | -

-
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