by Cheung Siu Ming

““BRISTOL yesterday,
Brixton today’’ — one of
the many slogans daubed
on walls summed up
what last weekend'’s
battle was all about.

It was not a race riot.
It was a battle between
the people of Brixton and
the police, as countless
witnesses,
black, have said.

Anyone in  Brixton
ive and provocatlve police
presence in the area over
the four days before Fri-
day night'’s flare-up.

Lambeth council lead-
er Ted Knight described
the police as ‘‘almost an
army of occupation’’. And
the cops’ own code name
for the operation speaks
for itself: ‘'Swamp 81"".

Only recently, a work-
ing party set up by Lam-

white  and

could testify to the mass-

beth council produced a
report on police/commu-
nity relations. It makes
frightening reading.
Amongst other things, it
describes how between
1975 and 1979 there were
six attacks by the SPG on
the area, involving road
blocks, early morning
raids and random street

* checks.

Bill Bowring, one of the
Labour councillors who
served on the working
party, told SO: ““The rep-
ort reflected fairly the
view of people who felt
they were living under a

state of seige.’’

That the situation
should have exploded into
violence was almost inev-
itable. And when it did,
the police lashed out with
a vengeance. They were
out to prove they ruled the
streets.

The Brixton community
closed ranks and defend-
ed itself. Councillor Stew-

art Lansley told LBC
Radio: ‘At 2pm on Sat-
urday at oldharbour

Lane | counted no less
than 20 police. There was
a very heavy police pres-
ence. When | returned at

"ANDREW WIARD (REPORT)

5pm, police with riot
shields were facing local
residents barricading
themselves in Railton
Road. | tried to persuade
them to have a lower pol-
ice presence and to with-
draw. When we actually
went into Railton Road,
they made it clear that if
the police withdrew they
would have dispersed."’
On Saturday night 250
SPG, some with guns,
swept into the local esta-
tes and ordered all the
residents into their
homes. People who stayed
out of doors after that

BRIXTON did not exper-
ience race riots last Satur-
day and Sunday (11th-
12th). White youths fought
the police side by side with
blacks . For the most part,
white people went unmol-
ested.

It was an explosion of
anger against the police —
and against the rotting and
decaying capitalist system
they defend and personify
to the youth. It was a revolt
against the racist ‘forces of
law and order’, who stalk
thew streets of Brixton,
wielding the ‘sus’ laws like
2 club — and wielding ord-
inary clubs too — in a runn-
ing war with black youth.

Last year Lambeth coun-
cil commissioned a report
en police/community rela-

tions which painted an
alarming picture of the rel-
ations of the police to black
youth in the area. Nothing
was done about it. In these
affairs nothing ever is.

The police are a law unto
themselves. They retain
the anti-democratic right
to be their own prosecutor,
jury and judge, as well as
being the accused, in any
investigations into charges
of gratuitous violence,
frame-up, or racism, ag-
ainst themselves.

When Blair (Peach was
beaten to death, the intern-
al police inquiry failed to
catch the policeman who
murdered him in clear view
of several people. Nat-

urally.
The police and the

media talk of ‘black para-

Organise labour movement

noia’, and say the probiem
is one of bad communica-
tions. But it is the black
people of Brixton who are
the proper judges of their
own experience with the
police.

The police say that last
Saturday they were merely
tending a wounded black
youth, and rioting started
when other youths object-
ed. If it is true, it shows
most vividly what the real
state of police/community
relations is.

The Ilabour movement
must accept the verdict of
the black community on the
police, and act on it, before
there are more explosions.

The need for the labour
movement to assume full
responsibility in  this

patrols

situation 1s
urgent.
Socialist Organiser pro-
poses to the Lambeth lab-
our movement:
® The police should be

exiremely

immediately withdrawn
from Brixton. 7
® Black-white labour

movement patrols should
be set up as community
self-policing under the
control of the labour
movement. Special provi-
sion may have to be made
to allow the fullest involve-
ment by black community
groups.

® The Lambeth labour
movement should immed-
iately take steps to start
such patrols. They are
needed now, and not least
against the racist' thugs
in blue uniforms.
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risked being arrested and
beaten up. And even
indoors it wasn’t safe, as
the police began storming
into private houses, att-
acking families and arr-
esting people in their own
homes.

But local youth — main-
ly black, but some
white — fought back, and
by Monday night police
injuries were estimated
at 150. For a change the
cops were getting a taste
of their own medicine.

In an area of high un-
employment, neglect and
poverty, ‘‘Swamp 81"
proved to be the last
straw. The youth were
right to fight back.

Home gecretary White-
law has announced an
“‘inquiry’’ into the Brixton
events, to be chaired by
Lord Scarman. Almost
certainly, this ‘‘inquiry’’
will attempt to pin the
blame for the violence on
militant blacks and ‘out-
side agitators’. It might
even make a token nod
in the direction of unem-
ployment and bad cond-
itions.

But we can be sure of
one thing — it won't be
looking into the real cause
of the violence, the racist
provocations of the police.

The labour movement,
in conjunction with organ-
isations of the black
community, must set up
its own inquiry into the
police. And in the mean-
time — get the cops out
of Brixton.

LD

Benn
challenges
Healey

TONY BENN told Socialist
Organiser:

The candidacy is about
‘ licy It is about con-
rence policy. Itis
about the credibility of the
Party: do we mean what we
say, and will we do it if
we’re elected?

The campaign should be
conducted over the next
six months around confer-
ence policies, and not ar-
ound the personalities of
the candidates. I hope that
every constituency party
and affiliated union will dis-
cuss these policy issues,
and that within the trade
union movement the con-
ferences that are meeting
will insist on the right to
determine the way the
votes are cast at the elect-
oral college themselves, to
avoid the possibility that
this might be settled in
private meetings at the top.

Now that the Social
Democrats have left us,
the question is, what sort
of a Labour Party are we
going to be? And there can
be only one possible answ-
er: we must be a party that
campaigns at every level —
including the Parlia-
mentary level — for
the socialist policies

agreed at conferenee

LAURIE SPARHAM (IFL)



. IFYOU
MUST
RIOT-
WEAR
BLUE

IT NOW seems almost cert-
ain that no action will be
taken on the 29 complaints
against the police arising out
of the Southall riot, when
thousands of police, with the
SPG in the forefront, ram-
paged through Southall,
terrorising the loeal popula-
tion, driving vans at fleeing
crowds, and smashing up
houses and injuring hun-
dreds.

With two-thirds of the cas-
es investigated and no prose-
cutions, the rest are just
waiting for the rubber stamp.
% After the whitewash of
: Blair Peach’s murder, and
‘ considering it is the police
:' themselves who investigate
complaints  against  the
police, nobody should be
surprised that they've let
themselves off yet again.

Still, even the Home Off-
ice is getting a little concern-
ed. Their Research Unit
found that a significant min-
ority of complaints against
| the police were not investi-
gated as thoroughly as might
have been expected (?),
and that rather too frequent-
ly police shrugged off com-
plainants’ injuries as self-
inflicted.

The moral: if you must
have a riot, try to wear blue.
If you can’t manage that,
do try to refrain from beating
yourself to death with a
police truncheon.

Hattersley
—we were

racist!

SPEAKING TO the Standing
Committee looking at the
Nationality Bill, Roy Hatters-
ley confessed he now believ-
ed the Labour government
was wrong to pass the 1968
Immigration Act. This
deprived East African Asian
British passport holders of
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the automatic right to enter
this country, at a time when
the Kenyan, and later Ugan-
dan, governments were
hounding them out of their
countries. .

It introduced the notor-
ious quota system and paved
the way for further racist
legislation.

Hattersley now feels it
was wrong to go back on the
promise made to these
people that they would enjoy
the same rights as other Brit-
ish passport holders and
fears that ‘the promise was
broken because the people to
whom it was given were
black’.

Even this belated admiss-
ion, and the promise to
repeal the Act when Labour
gets back into government, is
a step towards cutting
through the crap that racist
laws can be an aid to ‘good
race relations’.

How about going the whole
hog, Roy, and committing
the Labour leaders to repeal
ALL racist laws, and to cam-
paign now against all the
state racism and harass-

ment that the Act ushered

in?

Getting
away
with
murder

BARRY PROSSER was kick-
ed and beaten tc death in a
special cell in the hospital
wing of Winson Green
prison. He was 32 and left a
wife and two children. He
had a history of mental ill-
ness, and had been remand-
ed to the prison awaiting
reports.

*‘I do not believe that the
injuries [ found could, by any

stretch of the imagination, be
included in the bracket of

reasonable force’’, said the
Home Office pathologist. In-
deed not. Prosser died from a
blow which burst his stomach
and oesophagus.

His bare feet had been
stamped on. There were
bruises on his eyes, cheeks,
chest, groin, anus, hips, el-
bows, hands and legs. That
doesn’t leave much of him
untouched.

There is evidence of a
systematic cover-up of his
murderer[s]. The prison
medical officer who certified
him dead saw no evidence of
injuries or anything unusual!
He did notice blood spattered
on the cell wall.

TWELVE prison officers
were called into Prosser's
call to help administer a sed-
ative. This ' extraordinary
occurrence was not noted in
the prison occurrence book.
There was no record of any
violence in the book for that
night.

Barry Prosser lay dying
for between six and twelve
hours. He was covered from
head to toe in bruises, his
stomach burst open, and
there was nothing to report!

Two of Prosser’'s fellow
inmates working as cleaners
in the hospital wing report
seeing three- warders enter
his cell, hearing him cry out,
and then seeing them
emerge red-faced with com-
ments such as ‘He was a
fucker to put down’, ‘he was
a tough 'un’. Both claim they
were warned to say nothing.
Al the prisoners in that area
of the jail were moved out
after the incident.

A senior prison officer was

- accused of murder, but the

case was dismissed. It seems
that, as with murder in police
custody, as long as the offic-
ers stick together and refuse
to point the finger at one of
their own, and as long as
they have the power to intim-
idate prisoners, they
will literally be able to get
away with murder.

‘No rates rises’ plays
into Tories’ hands

I WAS disappointed/angry
at the negative attitude tak-
en by Joe Baxter in his art-
icle about Lothian Region.
The Lothian Region Lab-
our Party called the special
conference he refers to, to
ln\(estigate the feasibility of
a_'no rates rise’ position,
given its consequences.

The party was conscious
of the fact that the con-
trolling Labour group on
the Regional Council had
succeeded in providing
some of the highest levels
of services in the country. It
has held bus fares at the
same level since 1977,
increased the number of
home helps, and kept class
sizes down. It has done so
despite Government and
local opposition, but has
been forced to fund the
services by raising rates —
as central government fin-
ancial support was steadily
cut.

A 'no rates rises' posit-
ion, amongst other things,
would mean that the coun-
cil would rapidly run out of
money to pay wages of
employees. Because of this,

and before embarking on
such a policy, it was deci-
ded to Jook at trade union
support for such a policy.
Delegates at the confer-
ence made it extremely
clear that there was no

“support for such a policy,

and that taking it up would
mean conflict with trade
unions. Also, that it would
play into the hands of the
Tories to take such action
without the support of the
local labour movement.

The conference therefore
decided to campaign ag-
ainst the Tory government
and its policies, throughout

trade  unions, tenants’
groups, Labour Parties,
etc.

I find it depressing that
Joe Baxter is unwilling to
join this campaign and in-
stead continues only to
attack it. As another dele-
gate at the special confer-
ence, | have accepted the
mood of the meeting and
am working hard to widen
support for the left-wing
council, against the myths
spread by the media.

VAL WOODWARD,
Edinburgh.

INSULTS AND JIBES ?

AFTER READING John
Mcliroy's article The SWP
and the Labour Party, SO
37. we were annoyed by a
few unnecessary and in-
accurate remarks in an
article which in general
argues a very strong case
for ail revolutionary social-
ists to be active Labour
Party members __ an argu-
ment we wholeheartedly
agree with.

After talking about SWP
‘scoring cheap points off

socialists of a different per-.

suasion” he does exactly

that in referring to the rela-
tive sizes of SWP and the
Labour Party as ‘'makes the
SWP look like a pigmy
shrew’, and again as a ‘flea
to an elephant’. He derides
the SWP’s work at Gard-
ners, when we are sure the
workers there were apprec-
iative of their considerable
hard work and ability to
mobilise active support.

He completely ignores
SWP’s ability to mobilise
large contingents of its
members at all major
demonstration and its act-
ive commitment to the
Right to Work campaign
and ANL.

The idea that no opposi-
tion to the leadership is
allowed is quite false.
Members may form oppo-
sition caucuses up to aun-
ual conference, put their
disagreements to the vote,
and if they lose, accept the
majority verdict until the
next conference. This may
not be a model of internal
democracy, but it most
certainly  conflicts  with

Write back to Socialist
Organiser, c/0 214
Sickert Cour t, Londor
N12SY.

Correction

On page 2 of SO 38 rhere |

appeared an obituary for Gary
Thornton, a member of the
Workers’ Socialist League in
Leicester. Due to a misunder-
standing, this was imcorrectly
attributed to Peter Flack, a
local ‘Socialist Press’ support-
er, who was wrongly describ-
ed as being a member of the
W SL National Committee.

The misunderstanding arose
because comrade Flack kindly
handed the obituary over to
SO. The statement, which was
actually signed, ‘“‘on bebalf of
the WSL NC’’, was then mis-
takenly attributed to him. In
fact, as he bas asked us to
point out, he is simply a
supporter of the polictes of
‘Socialist Press’, and bence-
forth an extremely reluctant
errand boy.

comrade Mcllroy’s
trayal of the SWP.

If the article is intended
to persuade SWP members
to re-think and join the Lab-
our Party either individual-
ly or en masse, we feel that
cheap insults and snide
jibes are not the way.

Whrile the general direc-
tion of SO is correct, these
occasional unnecessary
petty snipes show that
certain of our supporters
still have to shake off a
crude ‘Trotskyism’ which
they seem to have inherited
over the past years. If SO
is to be a non-sectarian
grouping, we hope ali
future writers will bear
these observations in mind.

OLIVER MAURER
JOHN CUNNINGHAM,
: Sheffield.

por-

by Les Hearn

AT A TIME when many of
the more stringent restric-
tions on genetic engin-
eering are being lifted, two
cases have recently come to
light of flagrant breaches of
these regulations.

In the first, Dr Ian Kenn-
edy (a former lecturer of
mine), working in Cali-
fornia, cloned particles of
Semliki Forest virus (a cause
of disease in mice) whose
use was specifically for-
bidden. (Cloning is the tech-

nique of making exact copies
of genetic material other than
: by the ordinary mechanisms
k of reproduction).
[ Kennedy claimed it was
an accidental contamination
E of a vial containing another
‘ virus, but has been censured
& by a board of inquiry of the
; US National Institute of
: Health.
| [n another case, a scient-
ist has inserted genes for
healthy haemoglobin into
sufferers from thalassaemia,
a blood disease in which the
haemoglobin is defective,
contrary to safety regulations
excluding experiments on
humans.

Neither case seems to have
had any serious consequen-
ces. The thalassaemia vict-
‘ ims don’t seem to have been
cured, but neither have they
been obviously: harmed,
: while Semliki - Forest virus
| is.only harmful to mice.

f *.But with the constant pres-
sure to be first, to succeed
where others have failed,

e N i _

that characterises capitalist
science, this sort of behav-
iour by careless or unscrup-
ulous researchers will con-
tinue and eventually a dis-
aster will occur.

Suppose a virus causing
cancer in humans had
‘accidentally’ been cloned
and had then ‘escaped’.

Inserting copies of healthy
human genes into suffer-
ers from genetic diseases
may eventually cure many
debilitating disorders, but
this, too, carries risks — a
gene for, say, haemoglobin
has various features such as
start and stop signals and
sties for various feedback
mechanisms to operate.

Leavilg out any of these
could lead to either no haem-
oglobin or too much being
produced, or else the hggm-
oglobin molecule could be
joined onto the protein pro-
duced by the next gene to
make a nonsense protein.

The competition for scarce
government  grants or for
tight markets will mean a
higher chance of a serious
‘accident’.

What?s it
all about?

SOCIALISTS are not opposed
in principle to censuses, but
we do ask — how are the
questions posed, how is the
information collected, who
controls the information,
and what is it used for?
Steven Jay Gould [an evol-
utionist, among other things,
who has been denounced as
a ‘Marxist’ in a recent debate
on the mechanism of evolu-
tion — mote  of ‘that ‘when
I've found out what the long
words mean] writes in last
week's New Scientist about

the 1840 US census, which
included a count of the ment-
ally ill or defective, broken
down by race and state, a
seemingly neutral statistic.
The census found that in
the free states of the North,
1 in 162 blacks was insane,
while in the slave-holding
South, only 1 in 1558 was in-
sane. This result was im-
mediately seized upon —
‘slavery, if not the natural
state of Black people, must
have a remarkably benefic-
jent effect upon them. It
must exert a wonderful influ-
ence upon the development
of moral faculties and the
intellectual powers’.

Some people, while not
questioning  the resulis,
were however  unhappy

at the extent of the differ-
ence between the fres and
the enslaved. Upon rcloser
examination of the rav; J{sta,
they found that in 25 tcwns of
the free North, there was not
a single sound-minded Black,
while in 135 other towns
the number of insane Blacks
was greater than the total
number of Blacks!

In some cases ALL mental
patients had been entered on
the forms as Black. In spite
of exposure of the fraudulent
figures, they were defended
by the government and used
as justification for slavery
right up to the Civil War.

Do such things happen
these days? Not quite to
suchean extreme degreg, hut
small errors can creep in
which have noticeable eff-
ects.

For example, in the US it
has been shown that any cen-
sus always undercounts the
poor, particularly poor
Blacks, Hispanics and other
disadvantaged minority
groups, and it seems quite
likely that a similar under-
counting occurs in Britain.

Because of this, where
government grants and re-
sources are allocated on a per
capita basis, poor areas will
receive less than their right-
ful share. Thus a seemingly
neutral census can have
highly political implications.

THE LATEST problem to
crop up at the stricken
nuclear power plant at Three
Mile Island is radioactive
rat shit! The average pellet
contains about half as much
radioactivity as a chest X-ray.
and it is thought to arise
from rats drinking contamin-
ated water in the contain-
ment building.

This may not seem very
serious, but if you live near
Windscale and your cat gets
cancer, | would advise you
to consult a lawyer.

COVENTRY S.0. supporters
recently launched a monthly

. Activist Bullgtin.for the local

Labour Party and trade union
movement.

The first issue — April
— ran to 400 copies, which
have already been snapped
up. Aimed at featuring local
issues, it included interviews
with Clr John Hughers
(District Party chairperson,
and one of the 12 rebels
recently expelled from the
City Council Labour Group],
Les Bennett [a tenants’
leader], and Marilyn Perkins
[NUPE senior steward,
school meals].

While editorial control is
with SO supporters, the Bull-
etin provides an open forum
for the local labour move-
ment. Response has been
enthusiastic, with other Party
activists taking copies to
distribute and promising
articles for the Ma{ b;l)lletfiin.

e 3-sided rst
xfs”‘s%‘l%‘ looks like bI:}u'xg well
beaten by the next one!



MOSS SIDE LABOUR SAYS

Investigate the cops

by Pete Keenlyside

THE PEOPLE of Moss Side
have long viewed the local
police station with suspi-
cion. It is even built to look
intimidating, with reflect-
ing windows at ground floor
level, and the reputation of
the police in it hovers some-
where between Nazi storm-
troopers and the Kray bro-
thers.

They don’t go much for
community relations exper-
iments here — they prefer
van loads from the Tactical
Aid Group (Manchester’s
SPG) and alsatians, supple-
mented by the odd charg-

ing horse.
Members of our local
branch Labour Party

weren’t therefore exactly
surprised to learn from the
New Statesman that - the
inmates had been building
up a nice little collection of
‘unauthorised weapons’ —
a few hatchets, coshes and
knives. Or that there was a
large amount of cannabis
around the place. After all,
police pay doesn’t go very
far these days, does it?

But what the allegations
did do was to trigger off a
discussion at the branch
meeting about the role of
the police. One member
told of how the police tried
to force their way into her
home to look for her son.
When they eventually did
get him, they refused his
mother access to him and
threatened that if he didn’t
sign a confession he would
be taken to the torture
room.

He signed, despite the
fact that he is barely liter-
ate and almost certainly
couldn’t read what he was
supposed to have confess-
ed to.

Then there was the inci-
dent of a lad from one of the
local sound systems who
was arrested for carrying a
stick. His mates followed
him to the station and
threatened that if he wasn’t
released they would take
the place apart. They got
what they wanted!

The function of the police
in Moss Side is to try and

screw the lid down on what
is potentially an explosive
situation. Unemployment
among black youth is well
over 50% and the situation
is getting worse all the
time.

Rarely a week goes by
without some incident tak-
ing place. Tensions are
building up and sooner or
later the whole thing will
explode. And when it does
it’ll make Bristol look like a
Social Democrats’ wine-
tasting session.

Moss Side Labour Party
doesn’t think that the answ-
er lies in bringing in more
police, in using more re-
pression. Quite the oppos-
ite. We think the police
are part of the problem and
that things will only get
better when the conditions
are changed, when people
have got decent jobs and
decent housing.

The problem, though, is
that the police are a law to
themselves. They are only
responsible to the chief
constable, and he is the
notorious James Anderton.
He, of course, doesn’t
seem responsible to any-
one.

o

There is one way that the
Labour movement can att-
empt to control the activi-
ties of the police. That’s by
showing everyone what
they’re up to and by mobil-
ising against it. That's why
we in Moss Side are calling
for a public inquiry into the

. goings-on at the local police

station.

And if this is turned
down, as it probably will
be, then we’ve called on the
City Labour Party to con-
duct its own workers’ in-
quiry, bringing in trade
unions as well as local com-
munity and ethnic groups.
This will give us a chance to
show to the police that it’s
not only unemployed black
youth who don’t like what
they're doing, but the
whole community.
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"‘Four of them just came in here and they started

to kick everything. | fell down between the tele-
hone table and the bar. They just hit me and
icked me everywhere’’.

That’s how 50 year old Halvin Swaby described
what happened to him when police burst into his
home in Ratray Road, Brixton on Saturday night.
And that was only the start. Mr. Swaby, who had
only left hospital after heart treatment two weeks
before, told the ‘Guardian’ how the police then hit
him with an 18-inch wooden baton and a half
brick, breaking his arm.

While he was being beaten, two of his sons
were arrested in the hallway. The cops then went
upstairs, breaking a bannister and kicking in the
door of a bedroom.

Not content with that, the police returned the
next night and again stormed into the house,
this time in very large numbers. ‘’About 50 came
in,”” said Mr. Swaby’s daughter, Dorothy. ‘You
thin I’'m exaggerating but |’'m not."”’

“All 1 heard was someone crashing down-
stairs. That was Calvin (Mr. Swaby’s third son).

They'd dragged him out of bed. He shouted
‘Mum!’ and she said ‘Leave him alone’. A police-
man said ‘Shut your mouth, you effing black bast-
ard’. They had his hair anJ his arm behind his
back and they dragged him down the street.”’

The Swaby case is just one of many such stor-
ies from Brixton, unusual only in that it got into
the bourgeois press.

At the defence committee meeting on Monday
night, speakers described how youths had been
forced to lie with their faces to the ground while
they were beaten about the head with riot shields.
Another young black, who had been trampled by a
police horse and had suspected internal injuries,
was dragged from hospital by police.

Many of those who appeared at Camberwell
magistrates court on Monday showed obvious
signs of police abuse — cuts, bruises, swollen
faces, broken jaws and limbs.

Commissioner McNee is right when he blames
“outside troublemakers’’ for the violence. Those
“‘outside troublemakers’’ were his own blue-
uniformed thugs.
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by Jim Denham

*“MOUNTBATTEN had a
map on the wall of his office
showing how it could be
done. Harold and I used to
stand in the State Room at
no.10 and work out where
they would put the guns. We
reckoned they would site
them in the Horse Guards’’.

It might seem incredible
that anyone in the ruling
class should have seriously
considered a military coup
against the Wilson Govern-
ment in 1968. But apparently
Marcia and Harold had good
reason to keep a weather eye
out for machine guns in the
Horse Guards.

Despite the comic-opera
aspect of many of the recent
revelations, it is now quite
clear that powerful ruling-
class figures were seriously
thinking in terms of a milit-
ary coup in 1968.

On May 8th, 1968, there
was a meeting between Lord
Mountbatten, Cecil King
[then chairman of the Inter-
national Publishing Corpor-
ation], Hugh Cudlipp [also
of IPC], and Lord Zuckerman
[cbief scientific advisor to
the Government, at which
the possibility of overthrow-
ing the Labour Government
and installing a ‘National
Government’ under Mount-
batten was discussed.

The fact that the Queen
had received ‘more letters
of complaint than about any
previous administration’ was
of . particular concern to

Against Wilson:
coup talk.

FUND

Maiiy readers have made a
fine effort for the Labour
Movement Press Defence
Fund, sending in over £600 in
the last fortnight. We must
keep that up.

But the regular Socialist

Scots TUC leaders
face rough ride

Against Benn...?

Mountbatten. And King was
worried about the possibil-
ity of a general strike and
doubted Wilson’s ability to
deal with that contingency
effectively enough.
Apparently,  Zuckerman
stormed out, crying ‘‘This is
rank treachery... I will have
nothing to do with it’’. But
he didn't feel strongly
enough about it to tell the
public — or even Wilson!
And according to former
MI5 head Sir Martin Furnival
Jones, ANOTHER coup plot
was being hatched at about
the same time. At least one
major-general, other military
officers, and some senior
civil servants, were involved.
Jones describes the plott-
ers as ‘a pretty loony crew’,
led by ‘gin-sodden generals’.
Loony and gin-sodden they
may have been, but. these
were certainly people of
ower.
P Jones snys‘Ml5 investigat-
ed the plot and — presum-
ably after having decided not
to come in om the action —

reported the facts to the
then Home Secretary, James
Callaghan. But again, not
even Wilson was told about
it at the time.

When questioned recent-
ly bu the Sunday Times,
Callaghan commented,
‘‘Ah, that one... I have no-
thing to say about it...”" And
Margaret Thatcher has re-
fused to give any serious
answer to Labour MP Ted
Leadbitter’s attempts to raise
the matter in Parliament.

But socialists need to think
long and hard about Mount-
batten, King, and the ‘gin-
sodden generals’. If such
people were even discussing
the possibility of overthrow-
ing the Wilson government,
what would they want to do
about a Government that
attempted to carry out any
real anti-capitalist meas-
ures?

And being loony and gin-
sodden is, after all, a maiter
of degree. Faced with a

.genuine left-wing govern-

Organiser fund has suffered.

If you read Socialist Org-
aniser regularly, but have not
contributed financially be-
fore, now is the time we need
your help. Send money to
SO, 214 Sickert Court, Lon-

able to ‘Socialist Organiser’.

don N1 2SY. Cheques pay-

ment, wouldn’t a lot of other
tycoons and generals become
wild and intemperate?

As Cecil King said rec-
ently:

“I told him [Mountbatt-
en] the time might come
when he had a role to play.
His connections with the
Royal Family and the army
would make him, I said, a key
figure at some time in any
future disturbance’’.

Mountbatten, of course, is
no longer in a position to
step into the breach, due to
his unfortunate boating acci-
dent. But there are plenty of
other highly-placed reaction-
aries with the necessary
‘connections with the Royal
Family and the army’ who
could fit the bill.

The conclusions we need to
draw should be obvious.

b.y Ian McCalman

THIS YEAR’S Scottish TUC
will focus on the strategy to
be adopted in the fight
against the Tory govern-
ment.

While the T&G just call for
a continuation of the TUC’s
present ineffective cam-
paign, a number of trades
councils are demanding a
fighting policy. Cumber-
nauld and Moray TCs
favour calling a general
strike to bring down the Tor-
ies. Falkirk and Edinburgh
TCs call for the establish-
ment of unemployed work-
ers’ centres and unemploy-
ed workers’ associations,
which contrasts with the
STUC’s weak-kneed Scottish
Convention on Unemploy-
ment.

In the debate on the cuts,
the FBU are putting forward
a resolution which ‘‘calls on
the movement to discuss with
the Labour Party at local and
national level the possibility
of a no cuts, no rate rises
policy”’. The adoption of a
principled position on the
rate rises would be a major
step forward for the Scottish

TUC.

A keynote resolution in
the international discussion
comes from Dundee TC,
which calls for support for
the Palestinians in their
struggle for ‘‘an independ-
ent, sovereign state’’.
USDAW’s resolution on
Poland welcomes the free
trade unions, whilst hoping

“‘that the warm and friendly

relationship which has exist-
ed between the Polish trade
union movement and the
STUC” will continue. How
the mover reconciles these
two incompatibles will pro-
vide an absorbing balancing
act.

The conference promises
to be the occasion for some
sharp criticism of the way in
which the STUC leadership
has conducted itself over the

" last year. Many militants are

unimpressed by the under-
mining of the strike at Hun-
terston Marine Construction
and the Convention on
Unemployment. This conf-
erence may well witness the
emergence of forces prepar-
ed to challenge the old guard
and provide fighting policies
and resolute leadership.
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Let's win
on

May7th....

qnd then

by Jeremy Corbyn

THE GLC elections now
being fought by Labour mark
a real watershed in the pol-
itics of the labour movement.

Never before has a mani-
festo been so clearly and
publicly the combined efforts
of all sections of the Labour
party, and never before has
it been the subject of a
special conference of the
Party to vote section by
section on the contents.

The achievements of the
rank and file in London in
organising for this and cam-
paigning for it should not be
underestimated, but more
importantly, we must ad-
dress ourselves to how the
new GLC will operate and
what sort of pressures it will
find itself in and how it will
react.

1t is essential that from the
very start on May 8th the
Labour Group on the GLC
adopt the principle of record-
ed votes so that Council
members can be clearly ac-
countable for their actions at
the point where th=e real pow-
er actually lies.

Labour Group meetings
must be made much more
‘open’, both in the sense that
Party members can elect de-
legates to attend, but also
that the Group produces
records of their meetings for
Party members, and that
individual Councillors are
able to properly report back
to the Party that they repre-
sent and to the Regional Ex-
ecutive.

Neither the programme
nor the opposition to the Gov-
ernment will be of any sub-
stance if the whole approach
of the new Council is one of
closed doors and ‘trust us,
we know best’. The new GLC
must make an immediate
impact on all people by both
its actions and its stances on
a whole range of issues and
its dealings with its own
Trade Unions.

Anyone who tries to make
people believe that the GLC
can implement its pro-
gramme without a major
confrontation with the Gov-
ernment is deliberately dis-
arming our supporters at a
time when millions are de-
sperately looking to the Lab-
our Party for a real lead ag-
ainst the Tories and for a
socialist society.

There are many items of
Labour’s programme that
will mean a confrontation
with the Tory Government —
housing — transport — fin-
ance — planning — employ-
ment. In every case the reas-
on for the confrontation will
be clear — the Labour Party
proposals have been put for-
ward in the interests of work-
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TUC, Spare Rib,
ackney Flashers

Women in
Manual Trades,
Oxford City
Nursery Cam-

, Women
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SHORT FILMS
BY WOMEN,
including:
Marion’s Story;
My Funny
Valentine; It
Isn’t Your
Imagination; The
Invisible Woman;
Women of the
Rhondda; Soho;
A Comedy in Six
Unnatural Acts;
Our Dear Sisters;
Jobs for the
Girls; Risk;
Business; Care-
less Love.
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GROUPS (times
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loomers (gab-
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Spinsters, Lottie
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forc 'hdx'enb
every hour by
Cavalcade,
and Women's
Theatre Group
(see Hall)
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nuclear power)
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women absurdity of sex roles strike in.France auto bosses, 1936
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National Child Fighting for
Care Campaign | Workplace
Nurseries
Dangerous con- National Abortion Cam-
traception: Depo paign: next steps
Provera, Dalkon
NAC Video ‘I Said We Contraception Shield, Pill Vict-
Had to be Careful’ and the cuts ims campai
(designed for younger and ICA
audiences.)
Debate on Childbirth: Maternity All
iance, AIMS and Radical Midwives
Private Medicine The Family and Benefits. | Who controls the | Rent Strike. R Lancashir
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Pat Arrowsmith,
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Created by Men? Debate:
Sally Davison (CND), FILM:
women'’s anti-nuclear :
groups THE WAR GAME
Self-Defence:
Violence in the What rape is
Home: the ideol- | really about: reps see Hall
ogy behind it, the | of Rape Crisis
law, and howto | Centres
help the victims. Debate on Pornography,
Women's Aid Sex Shops, the Sainsbury
Bill etc.
Why the Tories Want
o Sex Stereo Lesbian Mothe
? to beraewrooend. ngrccsmutmn' Mom:tori:\:’g and | typing: Shocking | and the Ln:: ®
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.. 72oF Thse tor cmildren will be run by and for women: the dav is intended as a celebration of women's
STLELLS Tsvemerts and victones. But men may come too.

Tamers 5 o £7 30 unwaged are available now. There are con

anc ail nchets can be taken sale or return. Stalls '£2.50]
Gravs Inn Road, London WC1.

&.  There will be kids’ events as well as an all-day creche, lunch included. There'll be good food [an indoor dining

room, and an under-cover open air ‘pavement café]. Special provision will be made for the disabled.
May 9th will be a day to rally forces, to share experiences

attacks on women'’s rights — and to enjoy yourself.

cessions for block bookings from outside London,
are also available. Write to Festival Planning Group, 374

, ideas and information, to protest against the Tories’ o
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U ons o spoke to Mary
Corkisniev of Socialist
Orzuniser about the posi-
tion of women in Iran
today. two years after the
revolution.

BEFORE AND during the
revolution, women were an
important part of the move-
ment for the overthrow of
the Shah. They played an
important role in the
demonstrations, and al-
though the media here
tried to make out that all
women were wearing the
veil, this was not true.

A lot of women who went
to demonstrations without
the veil were however
prepared to take a scarf, if
it wasn’t possible to parti-
cipate without one. But for
instance those women in-
volved in the big civil ser-

vants’ strike before the
revolution ~ didn’t wear
veils.

It was a fantastic exper-
ience for women to be out
on the streets. The over-
throw of the Shah meant
freedom for women as well.
In many factories there
were strikes in which wom-
en and men fought and won
demands for an eight hour
day, increased wages, and
better working conditions.

Before the revolution
strike committees were set
up in many factories, and
these developed into work-
ers’ councils afterwards. In
one  particular  thread-
making factory in Teheran,
the conditions were terr-
ible.

Women had to stand for
eight hours continuously;
they were only allowed 15
minutes for breakfast,
which consisted of a piece
of bread and a boiled pota-
to; the noise was incredible
and the air was full of
cotton, which the workers
were forced to swallow.
Many women died of TB.

During the revolution
they went on strike for
equal pay, a shorter work-
ing week, and
wages. At a meeting of the
workers to elect a com-
mittee the women argued
that they should be repre-
sented. There were 700

increased

WOMEN

IN IRAN

workers in total, 150 of
whom wecre women. The
women gained two posi-
tions on a committee of
eight,

But that was before the
Islamic Republican Party
moved into the factories
and turned the workers’
councils into foremen's
councils.

Now workers are arguing
that these committees
should be dissolved and
there should be fresh elec-
tions, and in most factories
women are standing for el-
ection.

Bourgeois

In most factories women
have won the demand for
workplace nurseries.
Under the Shah women
weren’t able to go through
these experiences of
struggle, and this has been
one tremendous achieve-
ment of the revolution.

The IRP have tried to
impose the veil on women,
and in 1980 they introduced
a regulation saying that
women who work  should
wear a scarf. But even
today they can’t enforce it.

In the civil service, for
example, women may take
a scarf to work in their bag
and put it on in the office,
but in such a way that their
hair is showing. This de-
feats the purpose .of the
scarf, which is for women to
hide their hair from men
because it is considered to
be sexually arousing.

In the summer of 1980,
five or six hundred women

‘4 fantastic experience for women to be out on the streets’

demonstrated outside Bani
Sadr’s office. Unfortunately
the Left didn’t organise for
it because they consider
the question of the veil to
be a bourgeois issue.

Working women support-
ed the protest but there
were also a handful of
ruling class women. At the
moment the  question of
the veil is not a problem,
but the Government will
try to enforce it if they get
a chance.

In addition the present
regime is trying hard to
adopt laws and regulations
about women similar to
those under the Shah. The
problems of divorce, cust-
ody of children, marriage
and inheritance that exist-
ed under the Shah still
exist.

For example, on the
question of ‘temporary
marriage’: under the Shah
there were areas of the
city where  prostitutes
lived behind high walls
guarded by police. The
Istamic Republic has demo-
lished these places and pro-
stitution has been out-
lawed.

‘Marriage’

Prostitutes seen on the
streets were then execut-
ed. But under Islam a man
may have four permanent
and as many temporary
wives as he likes, and now a
‘marriage institution’ has
been set up.

Before, men used to go
to prostitutes;. now they

contact this place run by

HANDS OFF EL SALVADOR. National demonstration, 12.30pm, Saturday
25 April, from Speakers’ Corner, Hyde Park, London.

SUPPORT THE H-BLOCK PRISONERS. Demonstration, Sunday 26th April,
1.30pm from Kilburn Square.
IRISH REPUBLICAN SOCIALIST PARTY. Easter Commemoration. Victory
to the hunger strikers. 3pm, Sunday 49 April, from ‘The Crown’, Crickle-
wood, North West London.
BARRICADE: revolutionary youth paper. No. 7 out now: copies 10p plus
postage fram,RQ Box 135, London.N10DD. ..
AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT: national demonstratlon Sunday 31 Mayis .
Assemble noon, at Speakers’ Corner, Hyde Park.
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the government and arr-
ange to marry a woman
temporarily either for one
hour, one day, or one
week. The next day, the
next hour, the next month,
the woman is out on the
street again.

Radical Muslims like
Bani. Sadr and Shariati
argue that ‘temporary
marriage’ is more ‘pro-
gressive' because in the
West there are free rela-
tions between men and wo-
men and temporary marr-
iage is a bit like that!

Kills

In reality, no woman will
go through this unless she
is economically in need. In
an interview with an Islam-
ic women's magazine, a
woman worker said, ‘Seven
years ago, a man married
me temporarily and 1 had a
child. He never appeared
after the child was born
or gave me any money for
the child’.

This happens to a lot of

poor and working-class
women. Temporary marr-
iage is the same as prosti-
tution. The Shah tried to
lock prostitutes away as if
they were a disease. This
Government kills them or
has institutionalised prosti-
tution in the form of tem-
porary marriage.
* Another law passed by
cabinet ministers and now
going through Parliament
to be approved is called
‘Ghessas’, or Islamic pun-
ishment. Several articles of
this law concern women
and are horrifying.

If a Moslem man kills a
Moslem woman, he can pay
the price of the blood of
the women to her family,
which is half the price of
the blood of a man, and
escape punishment.. The
implication of this is that a
woman’s life is cheap, and
if you are rich you can get
away with murder.

Another article states
that if someone murders a
woman in a place which is
all-female, e.g. a public
baths, agirls’ school, or an
all-women factory, it can-
not be proved — because a
woman cannot be a
witness. ’

Fight

The Islamic government
has brought down the age
of marriage to 13, which
means that although wom-
en have fought for equal
pay and won it in some
factories, wokring-class
women won't have the
opportunity to go to school.

Laws on divorce and cus-
tody of children favour
men, and have not been
changed since the regime
of the Shah.

These are the issues (o
fight on+ more than the
veil or scarf. It's not a
question of whether the
Shah or Khomeini is worsce.
It's a guestion of the syst-
em -

‘ieht 1sTthe most #feuction-
ary form of capitaiism

the-eapijalist svst- ..
em,  Khameinils « governs .

‘The IRP have tried to impose the veil.:.

can’t enforce it’

After the revolution there
were many women's organ-
isations, with their own
papers, fighting on differ-
ent issues. They were succ-
essful in drawing attention
to the fight for women’s
rights. An attempt was
made by most of the women
in the different left-wing
organisations to set up a

joint  women's council,
which organised big meet-
ings  attracting several

thousands of women. It
was even successful in in-
volving  working  class
women.

Unfortunately, most of
these organisations, de-
spite talking about wom-
en’s issues, don't take
them seriously. When the
war with Iraq started, at the
end of 1980, they argued
that the most important
issue was the war, and puli-
ed the women comrades out
from the women’s council
to concentrate on their
different attitudes to the
war.

There are now no real
women's organisations.

but even today they

Groups of women are con-
tinuing to fight, however,
and trying to build some-

thing. Women, like any
other oppressed section,
need to organise them-

selves independently. Wo-
men, whether of the work-
ing class or other classes,
have common ground in
their experience of oppress-
ion, but it is only the
working class that can fight
to the end.

Potential

The experience women
have been through in the
last few years cannot te¢
taken away from them. L
is common to hear in Iran
today: ‘We didn’t make the
revoiution to get where we
are now’'. There is great
potential for fighting this
reactionary  regime, and
what we need is for revolu-
tionaries to take the ques-
tion of women as seriously
as other issues.
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TONY BANKS discusses
the next steps for Labour
democracy.

THE VOTE at Wembley
on 24 January in favour of
an electoral college for the
leader was no overwhelm-
. ing victory, nor does it
' mean the Labour Party is
| heading firmly in a socialist

i
direction.

The Conference decision

was achieved through hard
fwork at rank and file level
' and not a little luck. The

open invitation to reverse

the decision made by Mich-
- ael Foot at the end has in-
' evitably been taken up by
- the Parliamentary Labour
- Party and several unions.
- Txis means our immediate
task must be to defend the
- January decision.
- Although the Constitu-
_ency Labour Parties have to
- submit a number of resolu-
tons before time is found
 for a debate, just one from
'a right-wing union execu-
ove will usually guarantee
the re-opening of any issue.
 So there are no prizes for
guessing that the electoral
‘college  proportions, and
- possibly the principle itself,
w] be on the Conference
‘agenda at Brighton.

I: really is a remarkable
f2:- that the Left has to win
2" zast twice on every issue
a- Conference before the
re: .01 s accepted.
zarly one of the best
w:.3 10 defend the college
B set its machinery in

‘e deputy leadership

€:7tzst we can expect the
| o 10 concentrate on
F="sonalties, but with a
P~ -<T campaign we can
L force  the  issues
[ kg =. Such issues must

-~z restoration of full

ential leaders
tnese and other

& - ss.zs ofthe dayv.
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thoroughly disillusioned by
years of betrayal by Lab-
our’s right-wing leader-
ship. An interesting foot-
note to this was provided
recently by Harold Wilson
when he announced his
retirement and said he
had achieved all his life’s
ambitions. From this we
must assume that socialism
was not one of them.

Despite near-hysterical
opposition in the media
and elsewhere, our cam-
paign has continued to
gather strength and is
actually now changing the
face of the Party. Sections
of the Right are beginning
to move out, seeking power
without accountability else-
where, and gradually the
Party is reasserting its
socialist  origins, from
which it has been diverted
by those who equate social-
ism with the rate of their
own personal advance-
ment.

Our next task is to ex-
tend the campaign through-
out the movement. Accoun-
tability of leadership, which
is at the very heart of soci-
alism, cannot be confined
to the Party, it is just as
vital within the unions.
(But, while the concept is
of general application, the
way it operates will vary
from union to union).

This demands individual
campaigns within unions,
with no question of outside
imposition, although all
activists in the movement
have a clear duty to render
whatever  assistance s
required of them.

lssue

An obvious and immed-
iate target is democratisa-
tion of the block vote. The
issue here is not the prin-
ciple, but rather the way in
which the block vote is ex-
ercised. When a General
Secretary holds up the
card, we have a right to
know if it is being used in
reflection or defiance of
the wishes of the union's
membership. It is. there-
fore, the practice and not
the principle that must be
examined critically.

Leading on frem :hxi
there is. in mv opi -
need to alter the -
portions in Co

Way forwar
after Wembley

ance within the Party and
this is giving rise to much
resentment  within  the
CLPs.

I believe a voting distri-
bution in Conference of
60:40 as between affiliated
organisations and the con
stituencies to be fair.

Giving the CLP delegates
a much more powerful
voice in policy decisions
will also help to stimulate
greater union participation
at the local constituency
level, where at the mo-
ment it is often sadly lack-
ing. At present there is
little incentive for trade
union activists to get close-
ly involved in constituency
parties whose role is still
perceived to be that of elec-
tion-winning organisations
rather than serious initiat-
ors of Party policy.

Detract

In the long run, it seems
desirable to get away from
national affiliations in fav-
our of channelling them
through the constituency
parties. This would not
detract from the signifi-
cance of national union
centres in their relations
with a Labour government,
but it would revitalise the
Party-union  relationship
at the local level.

In a redistribution of
voting strength at Confer-
ence. the situation would
be very different from the
present electoral college
principle for the election of
leader. Giving the PLP
30% of vetes was an un-
desirable proposal, but
probably necessary to se-
cure  support for the
change. The same does not
apply to policy determin-
ation.

In this area the function
of the PLP must be to carry
out conference decisions
and not to decide them.
People do not join the Lab-
our Party merely to provide
a comfortable existence for
MPs. nor to be t0id by them
what policies we will be

allowsZ ro have.

s posed by

fe svstem
same  time
v are obvious. But
'~ 0 be a Parlia-
road o socialism.,
it 1S the major
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‘Hands off Polish workers’ was the slogan of a London labour movement demonstration on 12th April

LAST WEEK Moscow was
clearly warning the Polish
workers’ movement that its
patience was ending. The
Russian press stepped up
its attacks. Warsaw pact
manoeuvres were conti-
nued.

Finally Brezhnev, speak-
ing in Prague, delivered his
highly ambiguous state-
ment that ‘‘the Polish Com-
munists will be able, one
must suppose, to defend
the cause of socialism’’.

In other words: we’re not
very happy at all with what
is happening, but we’re
giving the Polish bureau-
crats one more chance to
see if they can really get
tough with the rabble.

Within hours there was
an official communiqué
that the Warsaw Pact
exercises had ended.

The manoeuvres had
reinforced Moscow’s mili-
tary position on Poland’s
borders, depositing mass-
ive amounts of supplies.
Yet invasion would still be
a drastic step, possibly
unleashing all sorts of re-
percussions not at all fav-
ourable for the Kremlin
leadership. Resistance,
whether military (including
by the Polish army) or by
strike action, economic
sabotage, or go-slows in the
factories, could bog down
the Russian Army for a long
time. A successful and
quick outcome is not at all
assured. -

Add to this the interna-
tional effects, and the reas-
on’s for Brezhnev’s deci-
sion become obvious.

Yet the very apparatus
which Brezhnev sees as the
last hope of bringing the
Polish workers’ movement
to heel — the ‘Communist
Party’ — is itself in the
throes of internal strife.

There is a split between
‘liberals’ and ‘hardliners’
in the leadership. But,
above all, the ‘disloyalty’ of
the CP’s rank and file
is extremely worrying for
the bureaucrats. Many of
the rank and file, especially
the factory workers, are

enthusiastic activists in
Solidarnosc.

Kania’s  attempt  at
‘meeting the masses’ last
weekend — despite the

mealy-mouthed reports in
the Morning Star — were a
fiasco. What the CP mem-
bers are now demanding is
not promises of reforms,
but the power to imple-
ment social changes them-
selves. In this direction,
they have won a signifi-
cant victory. The coming el-
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ections for the CP’s con-
gress on July 20th will be
by secret ballot, with sev-
eral contending lists of
candidates.

The very idea that Soli-
darnosc voices will echo
through the Congress of the
CP must send a chill down
the backs of the Kremlin
leadership and enrage the
hardliners. Pravda has
ranted against the ‘waver-
ers’ and those infected with
‘indifference’ within the
CP.

Sections of the CP lead-
ership have snapped im-
mediately to attention on
hearing Brezhnev’s repri-
mands. General Jaruzel-
ski, threatening to resign if
his proposals were not ac-
cepted, pushed a law
through the Polish Parlia-
ment (Diet) on Friday 10th
April forbidding strikes for
two months and imposing a
wage freeze until the end of
April.

His much-hailed ‘social
contract’ of 90 days is in
tatters after a narrowly-
avoided General Strike on
March 31st, and the Gen-
eral is now trying to legis-
late another social agree-
ment. At the same time his
‘economic reforms’ will
spell hunger and devasta-
tion for many Polish fam-
ilies — on top of the suffer-
ing that they have to bear
at the present.

The ‘reforms’ foresee
the choking off of invest-
ment in many sectors of
the economy, the ‘rational-
isation’ of the workforce in
particular  plants, and
wholesale closures of oth-
ers. The results? Unem-
ployment of one million!

How the Stalinists will be
able to square this with
their trumpeting of how
Eastern Europe avoids the
evils of unemployment in
the West, remains to be
seen.

Other sectors of the
top bureaucracy are even
more ruthless and cynical.
For people like Andrzei
Zabinski a Politburo mem-
ber and First Party Secre-
tary of Katowice, speaking
at a meeting (very appropr-
iately) of policemen, the
question was the mainten-
ance of Party rule at all
costs.

How? Work with the
more pliable members of
Solidarnosc to get rid of the
KOR (Workers Self-Def-
ence Committee) activ-
ists. Draw the Solidarnosc
leadership into close collab-
oration in running the eco-
nomy on the bureaucracy’s

M %

Troops on Warsaw Pact manoeuvres
terms, by making them Though not
responsible for pushing c¢d in the
through redundancies, etc. would like.

And in the meantime leadership of
corrupt them totally with is clearly feeh
the luxuries and lifestyles ures towards
which are part and parcel commodation
of bureaucratic privilege. inist bureaucr:

As quoted in a Southern The last
Poland Solidarnosc paper: cellation of
‘““We can already see it general strik

among them. Easy access by Walesa, a
to money, taxi rides to ance of ‘a 70%
Gdansk, telephone convers-  agreement,

ations, contacts with the
secretary of the provincial
Party committee, with the
deputy premier... They
begin to get extravagant
with money... so this is a
correct policy’’.

And the clear aim: the
independent workers’
movement ‘‘must be simply
slowly broken up’’.
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moted) — as the way it
was carried out.
Walesa was  openly

accused of manipulating
the movement. At a meet-
ing of Solidarnosc’s su-
preme body, the National
Commission, in Gdansk,
on April 1Ist, not only
Walesa but the union’s
advisors or ‘experts’ (the
*Catholic mafia’) were
accused of timidity and
‘fear of the tanks’. Mili-
tants declared that Walesa
had no right to make ‘a de-
cision which constitution-
ally only the National Com-
mission as a whole was
empowered to make.

For many militants,
like one of the three wound-
ded Solidarnosc members
at Bydgoszcz, this was ‘a
return to the pre-1970
situation’.

For others, like Karol
Modzelewski, the Solidar-
nosc organiser in Wro-
claw with a 20-year record
of anti-Stalinist political
activity, this meant resign-
ation from positions as un-
ion organisers. Others
attacked  Walesa  and
Gdansk as having a ‘mono-
poly’ of power and decision
making in the union. But
Anna Walentynowicz,
one of the leaders of the
Lenin Shipyard strike last
August, had her mandate
as delegate removed by her
tellow-workers, because
they disapproved of her
criticisms of the way the
ceneral strike was called
oft.

The pioneers of the pres-
¢nt Polish workers’ move-
ment, the Gdansk work-
crs, having by their exem-
plary action raised all the

oppressed workers, stud-
ents and farmers to their
fcet and instilled in them
the will to fight the bureau-
cracy, now seem to be fall-
ing behind the rest of the
movement. The attitude of
Gdansk  Solidarnosc no
doubt has much to do with
Walesa’s huge personal
standing there. His close-
ness to the leaders of the
Catholic Church naturally
tends to push him in the di-
rection of compromise or
the ‘small step strategy’,
as he prefers to call it.

Yet clearly, if after
months of economic hard-
ship, lengthening and proli-
ferating queues, and con-
stant threat of invasion and
civil war, the organised
millions of Solidarnosc are
continuing to push for fur-
ther change, Walesa's
call for a halt to headlong
confrontations will begin- to
open up further the simm-
ering conflict within the
union’s ranks.

With the bureaucracy'’s
avowed policy of incor-
porating the Solidarnosc
‘moderates’, Jaruzelski’s
economic ‘reforms’, and
the ‘get tough now’ mess-
age delivered in no uncer-
tain terms by Moscow,
‘compromise’ means losing
what has been won. Push-
ing forwards means con-
sciously preparing for a
showdown and a military
clash. )

That is the choice facing
the Polish masses.

&. -
Alexis Carras

LEE JEANS WOMEN
SHOW THE WAY

by Dave Milliken

THE LEE Jeans factory
occupation goes  from
strength to strength.

Two of the workers visit-
ed Edinburgh on April 8th
to speak to rallies organised
as part of the TUC Week of
Action, and they spoke to
Socialist Organiser.

Liz Dyer is 20. She had
worked for Lee Jeans for
four years, and was offered
£100  redundancy pay.
Catherine Millar, also 20,
started at Lees in Septem-
ber when she was about to
be made redundant from
the wool mill she worked in.
She was offered no redun-
dancy pay.

Liz explained: ‘It was
during January we were
told the factory was to
close on April 30th.

‘There was a meeting of
the 240 workers on 4th
February. Our shop stew-
areds said we had two
choices — take the money
and run, or fight. There
was no way we were taking
the money. The decision to
occupy wdas unanimous.

‘Unemployment in
Greenock is very high.
There's hardly any factor-
ies open, never mind taking
on workers, so if we accept-
ed the redundancies most
of us wouldn't get other

Jjobs.

‘We're not interested in
more redundancy money,
we're not negotiating on
that basis. How long would
redundancy  pay  last?
What we want is our jobs.
That's what our fight is all
about.

A well-attended meeting
in Falkirk Town Hall on
Monday 6th, called to pro-
mote the campaign against
unemployment in the centr-
al region of Scotland, heard
Bridie Billingham from the
Lee Jeans occupation.

Bridie explained how the
muiltinational  employers
had deliberately run down
the factory, with the aim of
transferring production to
their factory in Northern
Ireland.

The workers had rejected
all the management's
blackmail attempts, and
had publicly burned a
batch of letters from the
company. No threats or
bribes would induce the
workforce to surrender.

**‘We are not in the busi-
ness of selling jobs'', said
Bridie. .

The collection at the
meeting raised over £60
for the Lee Jeans fighting
fund.

A salutary warning note
was struck by Jim Denham,
victimised ex-shop steward
from BL Longbridge. He
contrasted the past reputa-
tion of strong trade union
organisation in BL with the
series of defeats inflicted
since Edwardes took over:
57,000 jobs gone, numer-
ous factories closed, and
militants victimised.

“High unemployment’’,
warned Jim, ‘‘threatens us
all, even those in factories
with a reputation for mili-
tancy and strong organisa-
tion”’.

The meeting was another
step forward in the cam-
paign in the central region
against unemployment.
Already there has been a
successful demonstration in
Stirling and the formation

of an unemployed workers’
association there. Centres
for the unemployed are
being set up in Alloa,
Grangemouth, and Stirling.

Ian McCalman

‘The Talbot Linwood
works is just up the road
Jrom us. Unemployment in
the Puisley area is as bad as
in  Greenock, and we
thought that they'd fight

as well,

‘It's going to be even
harder for them to get jobs,
with 4800 all losing their
Jobs at once. Also, if wo-
men can fight, we reckoned
that men would take up the
battle. So their decision not
to occupy was a disappoint-
ment.

‘In many ways, though,
it's made us even more
determined to win. We
know that if we show the
way, others might follow.

‘The support we've had
from the labour movement
has bheen wonderful. If it

May 1 - May 30
organised by NW Region TUC,

Ashton-under-Lyme, Lancs,.

Swansea to Newport March
May 20 - May 27
organised by South Waleé LCDTU
and South Wales RTWC, R.J, Jones
6 Alfred's Tee, Taffs Well,
Mid Glam, South Wales,

Liverpool to London People's March

Colin Barnett, 222 Stamford St,

“WALE e

"'-,"’.Northamplon
Swansea :

Porthca

wasn't for this. we'd have
had it long ago. We've had
help with transport and
contacts, never mind the
fantastic sums of money
that's heen ruaised.

‘Our own union [the Nat-
ional Union of Tailor and
Garment Workers] have
been great as well. They
came down from Glasgow
right at the beginning and
said that we didn't have a
chance, but as soon as they
saw our reaction and deter-
mination, they knew that
we 'd all stick together.

‘The  union  keeps us
informed of what's happen-
ing regularly. although at
the moment they can't
even get the management
to negotiate with us. We'll

Just have to force them to".

The demands of the
workers are minimal. They
suggested . work-sharing
with loss of pay at the very
beginning of the ute.
There was no history &f
militancy at the factory.
and it must have surprised
management that f9r once
the workforce had had
enough.

They would still settle
for work-sharing, but the
dispute is beginning to gain
wider publicity than, say.
the Gardners occupation
did last year. We can only
hope it will show the way
for other workers.

Donations and messag-
es of support to: Treasurer,

Lee Jeans Strike Fund,
¢’'o T&GWU, 4 Brougham
St. Greenock. (Phone:

26237. 11am-12 and 3-4pm)

ey 3 - May

Birmingham .

Rhondda

& % Cardift
O

lasgow to Perth March
8

rganised by Scottish TUC,
Douglas Harrison, 16 Woodlands
errace, Glasgow 3,

"-,London

Basingstoke

Huddesfield to Northampton
East People's March

April 30 - May 22

Brennan Bates, AUEW House,
Arundel Gate, Sheffield.

ENGLAND

Basingstoke to London March
May 26 - May 30

organised by Hants Campaign for
Economic and Social Advance,
Bob Purkiss, Transport House,
London Road, Southampton.

Wi illtheir voice be
heard onthemarch?

by Jim Denham

DESPITE the obstacles
being placed in their way
by the organisers of the
‘People’s March for Jobs’,
Labour Parties and union
branches throughout the
country arc organising to
make the march a focus for
a militant fight against un-
employment and the Tory
government.

How an  unemployed
workers actually gets on
the march remains unclear.
The organisers appear to
want  organisations  to
sponsor ‘a marcher’, the
actual person to be chosen
by the local organising

committee after careful
vetting. But many labour
movement bodies are nomi-
nating and sponsoring their
own marchers, and pre-
senting the organisers with
a ‘fait accompli’.

At the same time Labour
Party members and sup-
porters of the ‘Right to
Work’ campaign have been
leafletting dole queues in
many areas, encouraging
unemployed workers to
join the march as it passes
through their town.

The march will culmin-
ate in a mass rally in Lon-
don on Sunday 31st May —
so even if you can't get
anyone onto the march it-
self. make sure your Lab-

our Party or union branch
sends a delegation to the
rally.

The organisers may want
the march to be a ‘respect-
able’ affair, limiting itself
to demands that will be
acceptable to the CBI and
the Church. But socialists
throughout the land are
determined that the ‘Peop-
le's March’ will become a
‘workers’ march’ against
unemployment, against the
Tories, and for a militan:
fightback like that of the
Gardners occupation, the
miners’ strike, and the pre-
sent struggles at Lee Jeans
in Greenock and Ansells
in Birmingham.




BENN VERSUS REALEY

Union grass roots must decide

by John Mcliroy

THE MORNING after Tony
Benn declared his intention
to take on Denis Healey, as
the newspapers reported
trade union leader after
trade union leader asking
him to withdraw in the int-
erests of a united fight ag-
ainst the Tories, 1 decided
to speak to a group of shop
stewards from Greater
Manchester who are direct-
ly involved in fighting
Tory policies in the work-
places, and get their
views.

‘Benn is absolutely right
to stand'. That was the
view of Tommy Hart,
TGWU senior steward at
Aksco Chemicals, Little-
borough, and a delegate
from TGWU 704 to Hey-
wood and Royton GMC.

‘Healey is one hundred
per cent opposed to party
policy. We have to put him
on the spot and use this
election campaign to
hammer home that what he
stands for are the discred-
ited policies of the 1974-
79 government. Personal-
ities are important, and if
we leave him there as De-
puty Leader, then he’ll
fight like heli io sabotage
our programme again.

‘There is a basic anta-
gonism in this party be-
tween the right and the left,
and it is no good running
away from if. Shore, Heal-
ey and even Michael Foot
realise that.

Claim

‘Benn’s campaign is
going to lead to divisions

and ‘‘blood-letting’’, they -

claim, but their campaign
to reverse Wembley and
kick out the ‘‘wreckers’’ —
what’s that going to do?

‘Benn’s shown great
courage and I hope to
Christ he sticks it out’.

What about the state-
ments made by Moss Ev-
ans and Alex Kitson,
asking Benn to stand
down? '

‘They do not necessarily
speak for the TGWU rank
and file ‘on this one. We
have to fight to ensure that
issues like this are decided
by the grass roots, not by
the personal opinions of
individual union leaders or
leading committees, by
extending and developing
democracy  within  the
TGWU. We have to ensure
that Benn speaks directly
to the membership of as
many union conferences as
possible in the coming
months’.

Ear

‘Benn is wrong to stand ',
claims Billy Hines, AUEW
convenor at General Engin-
eering, Radcliff, a member
of Eccies CLP and prospec-

tive Parliamentary candi- .

date for Gloucester. ‘I've
been a strong supporter of
Benn since I started gett-
ing involved in the Party
around the '79 election, but
I*think it’s basically wrong
jist now. The left needs to
consolidate and this deci-
sion may alienate the many
ordinary constituency acti-
vists whose ear we have
at the moment.

‘You have to relate to the
way they think and the in-
fluences that affect them.
We've got Social Demo-
crat supporters in my fact-
ory. and if I called a mass
meeting next week Benn
would get very few votes’.

But if you call on Benn to
withdraw, aren’t you
simply joining the right

wing chorus and in reality
endorsing Healey and his
policies?

‘Don’t get me wrong. If
next week Benn is still de-
termined to stand, then I'll
be out there doing all I can
to support him.

‘A final point. The dis-
array in the Tribune group
hasn’t helped. Should the
Left have some wider forum
which can take decisions on
whether candidates should
stand in parliamentary el-
ections rather than the MPs
taking them themselves?’

by Vladimir Derer

uty Leader

newly-created

September.

trade union leaders

ready predetermined.

committed socialists.

women,

cracy ‘welcomes

Party.

members and

Wemb.ey in January.

been dete

John White, GMWU
shop steward at ICl and
GMC Macclesfield CLP,
believes that the tactical
arguments for not standing
just don’t hold water. ‘If
there is a non wzricssion
pact between Left and
Right, then you couid\e
fooled me. Healey and CO.
and the right wing are on
the oftensive. Foot promis-
ed to accept Wembley and
then went back on his word.
The best form f defence is
attack’.

venor who is in the pro-
cess of affiliating his
branch to Farnworth CLP,
has no doubts. ‘The Schrei-
ber shop committee sup-
port Tony Benn’s decision
to stand 100%. The only
people who have any reas-
on to be frightened are the
right wing.

‘I'll be arguing for Benn
next week down at the pick-
et line at Royal Pride where
our members are striking
for recognition. I'll also
be raising the issue as a

member at our meeting
next week'.

What did Phil think ab-
out the programme oOn
which Benn was standing?,
‘What I've read in the press
is adequate to draw the line
with Healey. ‘‘Thirty-five
hour week now’ makes
more sense to me than
“‘end unemployment’’, and
withdrawal from NATO
makes the only sense there
is out of a ‘‘non-nuclear
defence strategy’'. But we
can work out our differ-
ences on the left while

uniting béhind Benn to
fight the Right'.

Paul Kennedy, Bakers’
Union branch secretary at
Manor Bakeries, Wythen-
shawe, and Regional
Committee member and
active in Stretford CLP,
was also clear where he
stood. ‘I hope our union
will get right behind Benn’s
candidacy.

‘The chorus of abuse —
and that’s all it is — is
basically anti-democratic.

- »

SOME LABOUR Party lead-
ers are trying to prevent a
contest for the office of Dep-
taking place
under the provisions of the
electoral
college at conference this

Labour Party members will
also have seen reports that
even if there is a contest,
because a number of senior
have
promised the Parliamentary
leaders of the Party that the
block votes of their unions
will be cast in favour of Denis
Healey the ouicome is al-

The rank and file demand-
ed the setting up of the elec-
toral college because firstly,

Dennis Healey as deputy
leader of the Labour Party
should be supported by all

He is standing on the
basis of support for confer-
ence decisions. The state-
ment issued in support of
his candidature says clearly
that the first priority of the
next Labour Government
must be to ensure the re-
turn to full employment by
implementing the Alter-
native Economic Strategy.

Priority no.2 is to support
and strengthen the rights of
to defend the

In a press release, the Rank
and File Mobilising Com-
mittee for Labour Demo-
Tony
Benn’s decision to contest
the election for the deputy
leadership of the Labour

*The election will provide
an opportunity for party
affiliated
trade unions to reaffirm
support for the policies to
which the party is committ-
ed. It will also help to con-
firm the validity of the elec-
toral college agreed at

‘We are disturbed by
reports that the outcome of
the election has already
ined, because
a number of senior Trade
Union leaders have promis-
ed the parliamentary lead-

Phil Davies, a FTAT con-

they wanted the Leader and
Deputy Leader to be chosen
by all sections of the Party,
and secondly, because they
wanted the Leader and the
Deputy Leader to be account-
able to the Party through
annual re-election.

A contest is essential if
this second provision is to be
effective. Unlike under total-
itarian regimes, in a demo-
cracy an election implies
choice, as practised under
the present Party rules.
Regular annual contests for
the Party’'s two top offices
are completely consistent
with the way other members
of the National Executive
are elected. No-one has ever
suggested that contest in
these elections is in any way
divisive. There’s no good
reason why the office of De-

Reg Race MP

by Reg Race MP Trades Unions, and to de-
mocratise society. Priority
TONY BENN’s challenge to no.3 is to expand the public

and social services to meet
need and to create jobs.
Priority no.4 is to secure
the withdrawal of Britain
from the EEC; and priority
no.S is to adopt a non-
nuclear defence strategy
for Britain and to secure
the removal of all American
nuclear bases from Britain.
Such a political pro-
gramme should have our
united support. And we
should also support Tony
Benn because he is deeply
committed to the democrat-
isation of the Labour Party
and to defence of the We-
mbley conference decision

ership that the votes of
their unions will be cast in
favour of the status quo.
We believe that behind-
the-scenes deals of this
kind can only bring dis-
credit upon the Labour
Movement.

WE CALL FOR A FREE
ELECTION. We call on all
Trade Union members to
ensure that they are con-
sulted as to how the votes
of their unions are cast.
We call for an open and
honest discussion at con-
stituency level between
local parties and their MPs
on this issue.

‘We call upon all suppor-
ters of democratic reform of
the Labour Party to play a
full part in utilising and
defending the Wembiey
decision, and to make sure

FTAT national

executive

puty Leader Leader should
be treated differently.

This is why at its April
meeting the Executive Com-
mittee of the Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy
welcomed Tony Benn’s
decision to stand for the
office of Deputy Leader this
September.

The Party did not set up
the electoral college in order
not to have an election. Only
in an Orwellian world would
one have an elaborate mach-
inery for making nominations
in order not to make them,
for holding annual elections
in order not to hold them, for
recording of votes when
these can be cast for only
one candidate. But this is
what is being widely advoc-
ated.

on the shape of the elec-
toral college.

There are those in the
PLP who have argued that
Mr Benn should not stand
in the electoral college,
and should leave the way
open for an unopposed re-
turn for Dennis Healey.
Such an argument cannot
be right.

Dennis Healey was a
prime supporter of the last
Labour Government’s
deflationary policy; intro-
duced £8 billion of public
expenditure cuts; imposed
the 5% wages policy which
undermined the Trade Un-
ions and their members;
and has recently been men-
tioned as a possible next

that this election is conduc-
ted in a manner which re-
flects credit on the Labour
Movement.

‘To this end we shall be
conducting a  vigorous
campaign’.

Mobilising Committee sec-
retary Jon Lansman adds:

THE MOBILISING Commut-
tee, in iis platform agreed
after the Wembley confer-
ence, is committed to cam-
paign for the election to off-
ices in the Party of people
committed to Conference pol-
icies. This is intended to re-
fer not just to those officers
elected by the new electoral
college, but to all Party offi-
cers, including the National
Executive and the Conferen-
ce Arrangements committe®,

Tony Benn’s announce-
ment of his willingness to

WHAT LABOUR ACTIVISTS SAY

Campaign for Labour Party Democracy

Whatever reservations we
may have about the way Tony
Benn’s candidature was
announced, none of them
apply to its timing. A number
of trade unions are having
their annual biennial confer-
ences in the immediate
future. It gives them the
opportunity to consult their
members on how THEIR
vote should be cast. But
trade unionists can hardly
express their preferences if
they do not know who the
candidates are going to be.

For the above reasons,
CLPD calls on its supporters:

e To make sure that their
CLP exercises its, right to
nominate for the Deputy
Leadership. Nomination
papers will shortly be cir-
culated by Labour Party

Secretary  General  of
NATO.

Indeed, the chairman of
the Conservative Party,
Lord Thorneycroft, has de-
scribed Mr Healey as the
leader the Labour Party
should have.

With these credentials
and that endorsement, we
cannot possibly hold back
and give him a free run.

There are even some
people in the Tribune
‘Group who have mistaken-
ly argued that no election
should take place, in the
interests of ‘party unity’.
But there has been precious
little evidence that Mr
Healey is holding back his
right wing views in the int-

Rank and File Mobilising Committee

accept nomination for the
Deputy Leadership there-
fore has obvious implications
for the Mobilising Commit-
tee. In a contest with Healey,
we must campaign for Benn,
just as we must campaign for
Norman Atkinson, whose
position as Party Treasurer
is threatened by the AUEW’s
determination to switch its
votes to Eric Varley.

But there are limits to
the RFMC’s role in Benn's
camp. It is not possible for
the RFMC to support Benn's
platform except on the
grounds that it consists of
Party policy — a weakness of
the RFMC’s inability to pro-
vide unity on policy issues. It
is for this reason that we
have decided to direct our
campaign towards the goal of
‘free elections’.

There is little doubt' that
if trade union block votes
were cast in line with the

headquarters to ALL affil-
iated organisations.

eToe pass resolutions
througi. trade union branch-
es calling on the union lead-
ers to consult with the mem-
bers, preferably at their ann-
ual conference, as to how
their union’s vote should be
cast.

CLPD takes the view that
one of the best ways of de-
fending the Wembley deci-
sion, which some Labour
Party leaders are working to
overturn, is to make sure that
the electoral college is used.
We believe that any attempt
to fix the outcome in advance
can only bring discredit to
the labour movement.

CLPD calls on its support-
ers to work for a free and fair
election, that is, for a gen-
uine election.

erests of this unity.

We can only ensure that
the next Labour Govern-
ment carries out confere-
nce decisions and socialist
policies if we have, in lead-
ership positions within the
party, people who are
100% committed to support

party policy.

A major campaign will
be mounted to support
Tony Benn’s fight for the
deputy leadership. Party
members in constituencies
and trade unions should
ensure that their organisa-
tions nominate, and vote
for, Tony Benn in the elec-
toral college this coming
October.

wishes of the rank and file,
Benn would win, despite the
political complexion of the
PLP. If, in addition, CLPs
made their views known to
their MPs prior to reselect-
ion proceedings, he ‘would
win an overwhelming victory.

This election is therefore
a watershed in two respects.
Firstly, it will expose the
need for greater democracy
in the unions more clearly
than perhaps any other issue
in recent years. And farther-
more it will highlight once
more the divisions between
the PLP and the Party at
large.

There is no time to be lost
in ensuring that your union’s
votes are not cast without
your involvement; that your
MP is made aware of your
wishes; and that your CLP
does not just vote for Benn,
but also nominates him.
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Who's frightened of elec-
tions? We fought to get this
democratic mechanism, for
heaven's sake — let's use
it. If some people think an
election causes problems.
why don’t they get Denis
Healey to withdraw?

‘In fact there wouldn't
1ave been a need for an
election now if Healey
hadn’t defied the party by
not waiting for the new
method decided at Wem-
bley’.

At the grass roots —
certainly among those in
the rank and file who have
turned to the Labour Party
in the last period — it
seems a little different from
the view at the top. There is
a fund of good will for soc-
ialist policies in the unions
that must be tapped. We
must take the Benn cam-
paign into the unions at
shop steward committee,
branch, district, regional
and national level.

One point to remember
is that in this election the
vote of every MP, union
and constituency party will
be recorded. We have to
draw on not only the exist-
ing experience of the Rank
and File Mobilising Com-
mittee but also, although
conditions are different,
the experience of Bevan's
campaigns for the Treas-
urership in the '50s.

Hardest

We also have to draw to-
gether the Benn election
with defence of the Left on
the NEC and defence of the
Wembley decisions. We
sheould do so in the con-
text of showing that we and
not Healey, Foot and Shore
are at all times the hardest
fighters against the Tories,
and that we have no inten-
tion of returning them at
the next election to present
their faded, tattered act
just one more time.

If we are successful and
lucky, by that time many of
the present Right may have
joined the Social Demo-
crats. For example, Healey
is separated from these
people by purely tactical
differences.

However, if we are real-
istic we shall realise that
within the unions we shall
meet the firmest resistance
from those custodians of
the undemocratic decision-
making process who have
waxed fat on the midnight
telephone calls and the
smoke-filled rooms.

This should not deter us.
Unless we democratise the
trade unions from top to
bottom, any greater demo-
cracy within the Labour
Party will be limited and in
the end meaningless.

Scots miners’
leader backs
Benn

by lan McCalman

GEORGE BOULTON, Vice-
President of the Scottish
area of the National Union
of Mineworkers, speaking
in Falkirk on Monday
6th, launched a scathing
attack on Terry Duffy,
Alex Kitson, and those oth-
er union leaders who have
set out to sabotage Tony
Benn's campaign for de-
puty leadership of the Lab-
our Party.

*“The_ personal role of
Benn is not the issue’’,
said Boulton, ‘‘but what he
represents in terms of the
demands of the rank and
file for the implementation
of socialist policies’’.

Boulton also called for
the overthrow of the Tory
Government by mass work-
ing class ation, and re-
called the defeats inflicted
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by John Bloxam and
John O’Mahony

THE FIGHT for democra-
tic accountability in the
Labour Party will in the
next six months unavoid-
ably take the form of a
campaign to get Tony Benn
elected as deputy leader of
the Party. The fate of
Benn's candidacy will- be
the test and measure of
what real democratic ad-
vances we have made and
can consolidate.

Therefore, indirectly, it
will be a test for whether
the next Labour govern-
ment will be merely a
continuation of the last
one, or can be made to be
something radically differ-

" Dilute

‘Lefts " like Dame Judith
Hart and the editor of Tri-
bune have been quick to
tell Benn that he is not the
only one who believes in
Party policies. The differ-
ence between Benn (and
his backers) and the major-
ity of the Tribunite Left is
that Benn is prepared to
fight for the policies and to
fight to deprive opponents
like Healey of key positions
from which to sabotage
them. 1t is the difference
between serious politics
and mere left fakery.

What is at stake is
whether we mean business
about democratic account-
ability, or are prepared to
let the trade union barons,
the softer Tribune ‘Lefts’,
Labour Solidarity, and
Michael  Foot amend.
dilute, and finally smother
the decisions of Blackpool
and Wembley.

Under the hypocritical
catch-cry of ‘Unity Against
the Tories’, their campaign
to emasculate the decisions
of Blackpool and Wem-
bley has been gaining
ground and momentum.
They have already shown
what they really think of
democracy by trying to
stitch up October’s Bright-
on conference in advance
through backroom deals
between trade union bur-
eaucrats — which is to spit
in the face of the party and
the rank and file of the
trade unions.

Fudge

Benn’s dramatic deci-
sion to stand for deputy
leader in defiance of the
blackmailing appeals for
‘unity’ is a tremendous
blow to the organisers of
the drift towards fudge and
compromise and a bureau-
cratic carve-up against the
Left at Brighton. It sounds
the-alarm and gives a focus
for a drive to rally the lab-
our movement — including
the rank and file of the un-
ions — to defend the deci-
sions of Blackpool and
Wembley, and to begin to
make them work by elect-
ing Party officers who be-
lieve in Party policy as
something to be fought for
and implemented.

Eric Heffer, a man with
real left credentials, shows
the measure of the Left's
drift (and yearning for the
old ways). Commenting on
Benn's candidacy, and
referring to Healey, he
said: ‘‘Nor must we be mis-
led into thinking that any
one individual is in such
total disagreement with
Party policy that he must
be regarded.as an enemy’’.

This in the light of all
the bitter experience of
what happens to Labour

. policies in_ the hands. of
*“leaders

fizht for Party policy

disagree with them, and in
. light of the attempts to
sew up Brighton now!

Even though they pay
lip service to the Party
policy which Benn stands
for, it's for sure that the
pro-Healey ‘left’ will not
change anything. Theirs is
the traditional Labour Left
politics of mere words,
empty phrases, feeble
gestures, and untimely
compromises, which has
allowed the Right and their
capitalist backers to beat
the Left time and time ag-
ain.

They are trying to cut
the decisions for democra-
tisation down to the level
of such wretched politics.
But it was the consequ-
ences of those politics,
during the life of the last
Labour government, that
the labour movement re-
volted against, to fight for
democratic accountability.

The most important
divide now is between
those who are determined
to radically change the way
we function, and those who
are willing for Labour to
go on as it has for decades.

Bind

Out of office, Labour
tries to renew its appeal to
its hard-core working-class
supporters, turns pink with
‘socialist’ rhetoric, adopts
radical — sometimes very
radical — policies at Con-
ference, and, muttering
‘Never Again’ about the
past, proclaims itself to
have been born again.

But — before Blackpool
and Wembley — neither
the socialist rhetoric nor
the Conference decisions
had any binding force over
individuals or the Party.
The ‘realities of Govern-
ment’, the ‘need for com-
promise’, and the fact that
real power-is vested in the
owners of industry and in

The 50,000 who marched in Glasgow

the civilian and military
state bureaucracy, all serv-
ed to separate the Labour
Cabinet and the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party from
their promises and from
Party policies. (They couid
sometimes serve as an
alibi afterwards, too).
Re-selection and accoun-
tability can mean an end
to this system, which has
demoralised and disgusted
generations of Labour act-
ivists. In this situation,
Benn stands for deeds to
defend  Blackpool and
Wembley, and his candi-
dacy is an attempt to make
accountability work now.

Centrdl

If he wins, it will be a
blow to those who would
assassinate Blackpool and
Wembley by stealth. If
he loses, it will be a meas-
ure of just how far we have
yet to go to win real change
in the Labour Party. For

if the electoral college
votes for a Deputy Leader
who vigorously opposes

Party policy, it votes ag-
ainst the whole spirit of
democracy and accounta-
bility.

Healey — who, apart
from being a right-winger
and a monetarist, is also
a witch-hunter and an
advocate of a purge of the
Marxist Left — has not
abandoned the goal and
the hope of finally emerg-
ing as Party leader.

The Labour Party policies
that Benn is standing on
are limited, and some of
them are (we believe) mis-
taken (the Alternative Eco-
nomic Strategy, for ex-
ample). The central quest-
ion of the moment, how-
ever, is accountability —
the right of the Labour
Party and the labour move-
ment to democratically
determine its own policies

- -an'd 1ot to be forever ¢heat-

ed by conniving politicians

needa Ieaership that will

and huckstering bureau-
crats.

For Socialist QOrganiser,
this outweighs what we
think of Benn's platform.
We support Benn because
we support accountability
and oppose the drive to
reverse or gut the decisions
of Blackpool and Wembley.
If those decisions are re-
versed or gutted, it won't
then matter, any more than
it did in 1974, what policies
Labour has.

In any case, the labour
movement will only move
to consistent class-struggle
politics by way of its own
experiences of the limita-
tions of Benn's present
platform. Victory for Benn
will speed this process;
defeat will hinder it and
slow it down.

The odds against Benn
are heavy. Not too many
MPs will voluntarily vote
for Benn. The constituen-
cies probably will, but the
key area will be the un-
ions.

[ )
Union

Everything depends on
whether we can rouse the
rank and file of the un-
jons at the forthcoming
conferences to mandate
their Labour Party delega-
tions to vote for Benn. It
means taking the fight for
Labour democracy into the
unions.

In turn that must mean
that wnion democracy will
itself become an issue.

Democracy in the lab-
our movement is, of
course, indivisible. Though
major trade union mach-

ines have helped — for
their own reasons — to
deliver the decisions of

Blackpool and Wembley,
a truly democratic Labour
Party is impossible if its
dominant union compon-
ent is not also itself demo-
cratised. e
Benn's candidacy brings

this issue to the fore sharp-
ly and clearly. The necess-
ary election campaign in
the unions also offers a
possibility to rally the rank
and file to stop the trade

union leaders’ planned
purge of the NEC, which
would lead to the move-
ment being saddled with a
NEC majority actively
working against account-
ability and against the de-
velopment of an adequate
discussion of what we must
do if we are to be a real
alternative to the demoli-
tion-squad Tories.

These are the reasons
Socialist Organiser will
campaign for Benn. despite
our differences with him.
Politics is not only about
words, programmes, and
ideas — it is also about
deeds. and in the last an-
alysis it is the deeds that
matter. Benn's candi-
dacy is most timely: the
stung alarm of the Press.
the Right and the soft Left
is the proof of that.

¢ We must immediately
attempt to convince our
CLPs to vote for Benn
and, should a Left candid-
ate (Heffer, for example)
stand to spoil Benn's
campaign, to stick with
Benn as the serious left
wing candidate.

e We must raise insist-
ently with our MPs the im-
portance of having a de-
puty leader who will fight
for party policies.

e Through the branches
of the unions whose con-
ferences are coming up
this sunimer, we must pul
down emergency resolu-
tions proposing that both
Healey and Benn be in-
vited to address the confer-
ence. and that delegates
should then vote to cast the
union's block vote for one
of them. And branches
should also send resolu-
tions to their Executives

asking them to help make

9

such a procedure possible.
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Rent strikes start

THOUSANDS of tenants in
Cambuslang, Glasgow, are
withholding their rent rise —
and thousands more else-
where in Glasgow, though,
according to the Scottish
Tenants’ Organisation, the
struggle is strongest in
Cambuslang.

It has become clear that it
is vital to organise at the rent
office. Some Cambuslang
tenants have already been
harassed at the office by
council staff being ‘unpleas-
ant’ and taking names and
addresses of those who re-
fuse to pay the increase.

Pickets are needed to leaf-
let and to give support to
people who get cold feet.
And, as one tenant comment-
ed, ‘‘Communication is vital.
‘We have an awful lot of
apathy and fear to fight. We
can’t be half-hearted about
it. What we need is a total

rent strike’’.

More active support is
also needed from the local
Labour Party, which has re-
fused to take a stand on the
rent strike, saying only that
it supports the aims of the
tenants’ association. The loc-
al Trades Council and Com-
munity Council, the Claim-
ants’ Union and NALGO,
have all given support, with
NALGO refusing to process
eviction notices.

Fear is also a problem for
the rent strike in Basing-
stoke, Hampshire. A threat-
ening letter issued by the
Tory borough council with
the ‘new rent cards has cut
down the initial numbers
withholding the increase to
700 — far fewer than the pot-
ential indicated in many
large meetings before the
increase came in.

But the Basingstoke Rents

Action Committee structure
is generally holding togeth-
er, and a new broadsheet is
going out, answering the
Council’s letter and listing
rent strike contacts.

On Thursday 9th, the Bor-
ough Council planning com-
mittee was brought to a
standstill for 40 minutes as
tenants demanded answers
from Tory councillors on the
662 % increase. Eventually
the tenants were ejected by
the police.

In Coventry, the partial
rent strike has been in opera-
tion since last February. The
policy of the ruling Labour
Group was to introduce rent
and rate rises for their 28,000
tenants in three stages this
year. The first rent increase
of £2.50-plus has been foll-
owed by an April increase,
with another to come later in
the year.

Up to 1,000 tenants have
been withholding the
increase. The Council has
responded by taking them all
off the transfer list.

This punitive policy has
been roundly condemned
inside and outside the Lab-

our Party. But it is still in .

force, new warning letters
have gone out, and it is only
a matter of weeks before the
council will begin evictions.

Weak coordination between
different tenants’ associa-
tions has been a problem:
some TAs linking their re-
fusal to pay with the back-
log of repairs, and some not.
But the tenants’ anger can
and must be organised rap-
idly now, to stop the threat of
evictions.

* Reports from lan Me-
Leish, Alasdair Jamison, and
Richard Paine.

by Rob Dawber

THE FIGHT to defend 120
jobs at Plansee engineer-
ing in Rotherham has now
entered its sixth week.

An occupation ended
three weeks ago when man-
agement succeeded in gett-
ing an injunction against
‘all occupants of the fac-
tory’. (Actual names are no
longer needed). But the
workers are still on strike.

Originally the workers
came out on official strike
over wages and conditions.
On 11th March, Plansee
sent letter to all the em-
ployees, saying they were
sacked because of the
strike. The fight became a
fight for jobs.

The pay and conditions
dispute started after man-
agement rejected the 10-
point wage claim, which
included a £20 across the
board rise. They offered in-
stead no increase and 12
named redundancies.

AUEW shop steward Ed

Morris told Socialist Org-
aniser: :

‘There were no union off-
icials on the list, but you
could see a reason for all of
the 12. Three were long-
term sick, one was gay, two
were women who had been
talking loudly recently
about equal pay, one was a
woman on maternity leave’.

A three-day strike follow-
ed, but was ended by
AUEW district secretary
George Caborn for the pur-
pose of negotiations. These
resulted in an offer of 7%
— after a five month pay
freeze.

Meanwhile the progress
towards a 35 hour week
which had been agreed dur-
ing the last national engin-
eering dispute was reneged
on by the new manage-
ment that took over last
January. They said that no
such agreement had been
made with them!

Strike action started im-
mediately, and two days
later the sacking notices
were received.

The guts
to fight
the cuts

by Marie Coyle

PARENTS in the Gorbals
stepped up their campaign
against proposals to close
two nursery schools in June
by staging a 24 hour occupa-
tion of one of them last week-
end (3/4 April).
Unfortunately the head
teacher had got wind of the
occupation, so when the
children and parents turned
up at 3.30pm on Friday
afternoon the nursery school
was already locked up. But
an adjacent set of offices for
the janitor were still open,
and just as convenient for an
occupation. So in ttey went.
The purpose of the occupa-
tion was to further publicise
the campaign and to bring
more pressure to bear on the
Labour Regional councillors;
the Labour Group meets on
13th April, and one of ‘the
proposals are on the agenda.
Placards outside the nurs-
ery said: ‘Labour councillors:
fight the cuts, don’t imple-
ment them’, ‘Labour council-
lors: Have you got the guts

. .to fight the cuts?’, and ‘Lab-
- our councillors: whose. side
., are you on, the parents or

the Tories?’ -
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The occupation was also
supported by other cam-
paigns against cuts: the Ad-
elphi School Action Com-
mittee, local Community
Councils and Tenants’ As-
sociations, the Anti-Damp-
ness Campaign, and the Anti
Motorway campaign.

. While some people stayed
in the occupation throughout
the 24 hours, others went
down to the pub to collect
money for the cause (over
£30 was collected), leafletted
the shopping arcade, and
went off to get the local MP,
Frank McElhone, and Reg-
ional Councillor, Jimmy
Wray.

Surprisingly, Frank Mec-
Elhone turned up... but could
only stay long enough for
newspaper photographs -at
the nursery gates. He's a
very busy man, just back
from helping the Sandinistas
in Nicaragua, and he didn’t
really have any time for a
nursery school cecupation.

Jimmy Wray didn’t turn
up at all (though during the
recent schqol bussing dispute
he had arghied for parents to
occupy the school in protest!)

The occupation finished at
4pm on Saturday with a rally
in the nursery school play-

The struggle was not
completely solid at first, as
some staff continued work-
ing. When the occupation
took place, two of these
(one ASTMS and one
AUEW) were outside, tak-
ing names for management
of those in occupation.

But once staff couldn’t
getin, they were persuaded
to join the strike. They are
still out now that there is no
occupation.

Management say the fac-
tory has to close. Ed Morr-
is replies: ‘Right up to the
dispute, new plant was
going in all the time. There
was no shortage of work.
For me as a shop steward
the amount of overtime was
embarrassing.

We're now fighting for

our jobs back as they were
before the dispute. We
reckon there’s about

£800,000 of goods stuck
inside the factory. We've
managed to get some black-
ing at Plansee in Warring-
ton — but that’s been on
and off.

nsee stays solid

‘We've also had leaflets
translated for Plansee fact-
ories in Austria’.

All this pressure has re-
sulted in Plansee shifting
their position. At a meeting
with the union last Friday,
talk of money came up. It’s
not redundancy money, be-
cause management say the
workers are sacked, but
clearly they want to buy off
the strike.

No-one has received any
strike pay yet, even though
the dispute is official.
But Socialist Organiser was
told that support from the
local labour movement,
both financial and moral,
has been very good,
and has helped to keep the
strike solid.

The danger now is that
the vague talk of money
could weaken the fight for
jobs.

Donations and messages
of support to: Plansee
Strike Fund, c¢/0 Len Gob-
ier, 138 Greenhouse St,
Walkley, Sheffield 6.

groﬁnd, addressed by Fran-
ces Lockhart, the secretary of
the parents’ campaign.

It was a step forward. It

.had a clear political focus on

the need to break class col-

laboration. And it. brought

ed clusure‘s; .

together 1n action a number
of different groups and
campaigns.

It will make a long-term
occupation a more realistic
possibility if the Regional
Council appreyes the propos-
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Student conference:
CP -~Tory dlliance wins,
but only just

by Gareth Caley

DAVE Aaronovitch was re-
elected as president of the
National Union of Students at
the recent conference in
Blackpool. But only 16 votes
saved him from being the
first-ever sitting president to
be beaten when standing for
a second term.

Of the Tory candidate’s
59 votes, 54 transferred dir-
ectly to Aaronovitch — a
Communist Party member —
to enable him to defeat the
Labour Students’ Helen
Connor. The Tories clearly
prefer the policies of the CP
which, together with the Lib-
erals in the ‘Left Alliance’,
argues for focusing NUS on
student issues and rejecting
wider political concerns.

Despite breaking from its
previous support to the Left
Alliance, the National Org-
anisation of Labour Students
only succeeded in offering
alternative bureaucratic
solutions, with the wusual
amount of left posturing. The
NOLS leaders still supported
a Liberal against two Labour
Party members, Hank Hast-
ings [Independent Socialist]

and Sarah Veale [Socialist
Students Alliance] for Vice-
President [Welfare].

Since Hank got elected, it
is obvious that many Labour
students opposed the NOLS
leadership’s recommend-
ations.

High points at the confer-
ence were few. Speakers
from Deptford, Lee Jeans,
and the National H-Blocks
Committee received standing
ovations and collected about
£200 each. The welcome by
the Tory mayor of Blackpool
was removed and replaced by
one from the President of the
Trades Council. And an Irish
student was elected to a
European meeting of stud-
ents on a platform of political
status for H-Block and
Armagh, and opposition to
British imperialism. He end-
ed his hustings speech by
calling for support for the
IRA.

But the left still needs to
fight for a NUS which will
take up politicai questions,
rather than the elitist, in-
ward-looking approach that
the Left Alliance is promot- -
ing with Tory help.

Coventry-the Left fights back

by Richard Paine

THE RIGHT wing is on the
offensive in Coventry.

Following the reinstate-
ment of ten councillors by the
Labour Party National Exec-
utive Committee earlier in
the year (after the Labour
Group expelled them for vot-
ing against a school meals
price rise), the same ten plus
a further two have now been
expelled again for voting
against the Labour Council’'s
cuts package.

The 12 rebels’ stand was in
line with Party policy at the
time. But since then the right
wing has succeeded in chan-
ging the District Party policy
to support their actions. In
one ward they abandoned
any notion of Standing Ord-
ers, throwing the meeting
into ugly chaos for three
quarters of an hour, to avoid
even discussing local ten-
ants’ struggles! This con-
tempt for the Party rank and
file, together with the
contempt for the working
class of Coventry, has in-
censed the Party activists.

On the imuial suggestion o1
SO supporters, a Coventry
Labour Left (CLL) is to be
launched in May. Already an

- open letter is circulating

supporting the stand of Tony

. Benn . for Deputy leader on

. the grounds that he supports

RN N
.

the Brighton and Wembley
Conference decisions against
Healey.

The proposed policy for the
CLLis:

¢ Defend the gains of
Brighton and Wembley.

® Extend democracy both
locally and nationally in the
Party and the Unions.

®* No cuts, no rent rises
and no redundancies.

® Unilateral nuclear dis-
armament.

¢ Kick the Tories out —
Implement Clause IV.

The CLL provides a real
opportunity for the Left to
counter the right-wing offen-
sive — organising major
rallies and social events,
discussing policies opnely,
drawing trade union activ-
ists into the Party, and orga-
nising to beat the Right on a
day to day basis.

In a city whose labour
movement is still steeped
with the economism of the
prosperous '50s and ’'60s,
and where no serious
struggle has yet taken place
against massive redundan-
cies, the onset of the CLL is
sorely needed. For the first
time activists have come
together to create the poli-
tical culture for a fightback;
the old methods have been

' " tried, and have been seen to

fail. -
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by John Douglas [USDAW
branch secretary, CWS Pack-
ing, Manchester: in personal
capacity]

THE VICTORY at Wembley
has caused the anger of all
employers and their foot-
soldiers to be directed upon

USDAW conference at Black-
pool.
USDAW’s support for

the 30-30-40 formula was
crucial in gaining victory for
reform at Wembley. But now
the right wing want to fight

" to reverse all the decisions
and policies won by the Left
in the past few years.

They realise that what
started at Wembley will
spread to full-time officials
and other right-wingers in
the USDAW branches. So

USDAW Left defends Wembley

ment from Manchester CWS
Packing calls for the labour
movement to embrace
the demands of the Polish
workers: i.e. nurseries at
workplaces; three months’
maternity leave; wages to
increase with the cost of
living; no victimisation of
activists; etc. — and calling
for occupations and strike
action against the similar
attacks being made on work-
ers in Britain.

Similarly, a motion on

_ The right wing are organis-
ing as well, though they have
failed to get a branch resolu-
tion to reverse USDAW'’s
support for 30-30-40 in favour
of the right wing's preferred
formula of a 50% say for

MPs. There are several
branch resolutions support-
ing 30-30-40.

The USDAW Executive
has declared that it will
have a collection for the Pol-
ish  workers’ movement,
Solidarnosc, but an amend-

they are intending to have a
g0.
The rank and file of
USDAW, organised loosely
in the Broad Left Alliance,
suffered serious setbacks in
the recent elections for union
positions, but some of the
issues to be raised at confer-
ence should offer a further
opportunity to turn USDAW
into a union worthy of the
name.

With the effects of the
bosses’ crisis only now be-

ginning to be felt in USDAW,
the rank and file will still be
looking for answers.

The Broad Left intends to
hold a pre-conference meet-
ing with Tony Benn as main
speaker, at a time when he
will be challenging the status
quo in the Deputy Leader
election. The Broad Left
should be able from that
meeting to galvanise rank
and file delegates into a
spirited defence of Wem-
bley.

unemployment from our
branch demands the right to
work for every person over
school-leaving age: jobs not
giros; cut hours not jobs;
work-sharing without loss
of pay; a 35 hour week now,
and an end to overtime;
demand that companies
declaring redundancies open
their books for inspection by
their workforce; full support
for all workers taking action
to defend jobs; and a fight for
a workers’ government,
accountable to  working
people, prepared to nation-
alise without compensation
and place under workers’
control companies forcing
through redundancies.

Only with these policies
can USDAW'’s rank and file
mount a fightback and win.

Builders
say:

no
retreat

by Martin Thomas

TAKING advantage of the
slump in the industry, build-
ing employers are offering
only just over 5% on building
workers’ wages this year.

They are also proposing
that one day late a week
should lose workers their
‘holiday stamp’. This would
mean an £8.50 lateness pen-
alty for building workers.

UCATT General Secre-
tary Les Wood has said it is
‘‘the most serious position
since the 1972 national
strike’’, and TGWU building
workers’ leaders have also
been talking militant.

But many union activists
believe there is little serious
behind these threats. No real
preparations are being made
for a struggle, and in current
conditions very  careful
preparation will be needed
for an effective struggle.

The ‘Building Worker’
group is calling for:

® No retreat on the wage
claim for a ‘substantial in-
crease’;

® No attendance cond-
itian on the ‘holiday stamp’;

e A June to June agree-
ment. (The bosses may try to
move towards a November
settlement date — November
being a bad date for strike
action};

* Any agreement to be put
to ballots of the union mem-
berships.

Death threats

from Mersey
Nazis

THREE prominent anti-
racists on Merseyside have
received numerous death
threats from Nazis in the last
fortnight. This follows a
successful meeting of Edge
Hill Constituency Labour
Party against fascism in the
Kensington district of the
constituency.

This area has for the past
two years been used as a
recruiting ground by the Brit-
ish Movement and the Nazi
Party [UK]. Ten fascist thugs
did attempt to break up this
meeting, but good steward-
ing from the labour move-
ment prevented this.

Those who received death
threats were Gideon Ben-
Tovim, a Communijst Party
spokesperson on racism,
Paul Summerfeld, a local
community relations work-
er, and Rashid Mufti, a
Socialist Organiser support-

er and leading black
activist.
Rashid Mufti told SO

that this campaign of death
threats on this family and
other anti-racists had been
systematic and amounted to
conspiracy to murder.

Claims by the police to
know the identity of the con-

c; Ppiratorss have not beepi foll- . .. §>¢
owed up by action t‘;?ﬂnp"e' ‘BES rt!lg.»ﬁv

hend them.
Kevin Feintuck

Victory on
the docks

by Simon Temple

THE Southampton dock-
ers have won a major vict-
ory in the continuing
struggle to defend the Nat-
ional Dock Labour Scheme.

After a fight lasting thize
weeks, their employer, the
British Transport Docks
Board (BTDB), withdrew
the lock-out imposed after
a series of one-day strikes
over a pay claim. They also
agreed to pay the workers
in full for the time they
were outside the gate.

This is a blow not only to
the port employers but also
to the giant container lines,
who hoped to break the
dockers’ militancy and also
the increasing coordination
between them and other
workers in the container
industry, like drivers.

It was that coordination
and solidarity which forc-
ed the bosses to back down.
The shop stewards ignored
the orders of T&GWU off-

icialdowm to restrict pick-

eting to the Southampton
area. Flying pickets were
sent to the smaller ports
which the container lines
were using in a desperate
attempt to get cargo out of
the country.

The support of lorry dri-
vers, seamen and railway
workers, as well as the
dockers in the major ports,
was enlisted. The flow of

trade along the main routes
served by Southampton
(mainly those to South Afri-
ca and the Far East) was
reduced to a trickle.

The South Wales ports
(also BTDB owned) struck
for the day on Thursday
March 26th and an all-out

national unofficial dock
strike was due to start on
April 6th.

Faced with an escalating
struggle, and no apparent
chance of victory, the state-
owned BTDB and their
Cabinet masters decided to
cut their losses rather than
have to make an even more
embarrassing climb-down
later.

News of the struggle had
been suppressed by the
media (presumabily on
government orders), but
this would inevitably have
broken down if the strike
had spread nationally. And
after the miners’ victory,
the Tories didn’t want an-
other humiliating public
defeat.

But that’s exactly the
message we want to be
heard. Like the miners, the
Southampton dockers were
able to win by militant
direct action, by not ac-
cepting limitations on the

struggle imposed by the.

bureaucracy; and by cam-
paigning to win the sup-
port of other workers.

Send resolutiens and donations to, and invite speake
‘thie i mpaign, 27 Wheathill Rd, London-5k

A national doc strike was set for April 6th. But the bos
" backed down.

T&G BLOCKS

BEER PICKET

by Jim Denham

STRIKERS from Ansells
Brewery in Birmingham have
been forced to call off their
picketing of the Romford
brewery owned by the same
firm, Allied Breweries.

Beer from Romford is
being used to keep Birm-
ingham pubs open, despite
an .assurance from T&G
official Terry Austin that he
had secured an agreement
from Romford to monitcr
production and ensure none
of their beer reached Birm-
ingham.

But Austin threatened to
withdraw official T&G recog-
nition for the strike if the
Romford picketing contin-
ued! ]

The truth seems to be that
the T&GWU wanted the
picketing stopped in order
that talks between Deputy
General Secretary Kitson and
the Allied bosses could go
ahead in an amicable atmo-
sphere.

The strikers are becoming
increasingly impatient with
the officials’ backsliding.
Strong picketing of the Gibbs

. brewety in Salisbury contin- -
© 7wt and many strikérs’want
- 4p ‘resume’the Romford<pick-

et, regardless of what the

officials say.

ses

As one striker told SO,

‘“We've been

absolutely

solid for two months. We've
refused to accept any sell-
out deal from the officials.
But if we're going to force
Allied to re-open our brew-
ery, we've got to step up the
picketing and get ALL
Allied products blacked’’.
Messages of support, don-
ations, etc. to Joe Bond,
23 Barnet Rd, Erdington,
Birmingham B23. ‘
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by Lol Duffy

ON MONDAY 6th April,
delegates from shipyards
throughout Britain and the
North of Ireland met in New-
castle to discuss their re-
sponse to British Ship-
builders’ wage offer and its
plans for further rationalis-
ation.

The conference was pick-
eted by workers from Swan
Hunter yards on the Tyne
and Cammell Lairds on the
Mersey, who were calling
for the right of delegates to
vote at the conference. In
past years, the leadership of
the Confederation of Ship-
building and Engineering
Unions has ignored the mem-
bership and accepted the
deals itself.

The workers also demand-
ed that there should be no
backing down in the fight
against enforced redund-
ancies.

Conference voted in favour
of a recommendation to the
membership accepting the
latest wage deal of between
7 and 10%. On the question
of rationalisation, it was de-
cided to take BS on with
national industrial action if
the 600.or more enforced re-
dundancy notices are not
withdrawn by 22nd April.

This will go to the yards in
the form of a recorimenda-
tion, and the decisions will
then be relayed back to the
Shipbuilding Negotiating
Committee (SNC) of the
Confed, which will decide on
what action to take.

There is a danger that the
SNC will make only a token
gesture, probably a national
overtime ban. Jim Murray,
the chair of the SNC, said in
the Guardian (7th April),
“It is likely to be country-
wide, and not necessarily
mean strikes’’.

For the action to be effec-
tive, it must hit BS and the
Government hard. A national
strike must be the call, with
occupations to prevent re-
moval of machinery and
ships.

The workers in BS didn’t
cause the crisis which they
are be.:g made to pay for.
The dockers, miners and
steelworkers have shown
how to fight back. Now ship-
yard workers must do the
same.

* K K

AT A MASS meeting of the
Confed in Cammell Lairds
on %th April, it was decided
by a large majority to support
national industrial action.
The management staff had
already sent a message of
support for action by the
Confed.

There are over 70 people
in Lairds who have been giv-
en redundancy notices, and
it is one of the two yards
mentiorred by -BS as possibly
facirigreloddre. (The.othef is
Scott Lithgow). - -+ 1) 2w
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not necessarily
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‘State workers hit
backatnavyscabs

than 500
suspended. The
Government has forced the
closure of the Department

by Stephen Corbishley

CIVIL SERVICE workers
throughout the country
have responded to Thatch-
er’s use of navy scabs at
Faslane Polaris base in
Scotland with a magnificent
display of solidarity.

On Tuesday 14th, mem-
bers of all the civil service
unions walked out on a
national half-day strike in
protest at the strike-break-
ing. Even sections that had
not previously taken any
part in the unions’ cam-
paign, responded.

Once again, Thatcher has
underestimated the mili-
tancy and determination of
rank and file civil servants.
Her attempts to isolate the
Faslane workers (who are

refusing to re-fit the nucl- -

ear submarine Resolution)
have fallen completely flat.

In fact, Faslane has now
become the focus for a re-
newed campaign of militan-
cy throughout the civil ser-
vice. :

With the selective strikes
and general disruption now
in their sixth week, the
Government is hitting back
with suspensions. In the
last two weeks, 15 tax coll-
ection offices have been
closed and all the staff in

them (more

people)

of Employment Runcorn
computer centre (where the
staff had been working two
days out of five), hitting
job release scheme pay-
ments.

There have also been
threats of suspensions in
DHSS offices round the
country. More suspensions
are expected in the Inland
Revenue, as the Govern-
ment steps up its efforts to
break the IRSF.

The Government, faced.

with the strike lasting for
longer than it expected,
now admits to having lost
over £1 billion of revenue
so far. But still they are
managing to appear un-
concerned, and are clearly
receiving substanfial sup-
port from the City, the
banks, and big business.

With the dispute show-
ing no signs of ending, the
Tory press is beginning to
call for negotiations. But
the danger is that the Gov-
ernment will succeed in
drawing the union leaders
into negotiations on a new
pay bargaining system for
next year, while dropping
this year’s 15% claim.

The moods of the mem-
bership is increasingly for
a sharp escalation of the
dispute. Even full-time offi-

cials and ‘moderate’ NEC -

members attached to the
41 local co-ordinating com-
mittee reflected this mood
in their report-backs to the
national leaders on Thurs-
day 2nd April.

Repeated calls were
made for the action to be
stepped up, with proposals
ranging from all-out in-
definite stoppage, to a
five-day national stoppage.
And the action is being
stepped up.

A total blockade has been
mounted by Customs and
Excise workers on all
trade to and from Ireland.
And union members in the
Civil Aviation Authority
are expected to vote for
stepping up action, prob-
ably resulting in a series
of rotating one-day strikes
in  airports  throughout
Great Britain and a work to
rule.

Pressure is also mount-
ing to bring out the two
benefit computer centres
at Livingstone and Read-
ing. The argument for this
is that the Government

‘would be unable to survive

the political impact of
claimants and unemploy-
ed being deprived of ben-
efits.

But socialists must resist
this argument. We must
ensure that our action hits
at big business and com-
merce, but not at claimants
and the unemployed.

If the two computer
centres were brought out
on indefinite strike, it
could only give the Tories a
weapon -to create division
within our own ranks and
to alienate the rest of the
trade union movement from
us.

The need now is for the
rank and file to assert it-
self more effectively in the
organisation- and direction
of the strike. We need a
national conference of lay
delegates from the 41 local
coordinating committees,
on the same lines as that
already held for the full-
time officials.

And other unions — esp-
ecially the Seamen and the
T&GWU — must be ap-
proached for solidarity ac-
tion in closing all airports
and docks, as a first step
towards an indefinite strike
of all civil service workers
except those at the two
computer centres.

30,000 VOTERS SAY

POLITICAL
STATUS NOW!

BOBBY SANDS' victory in
the Fermanagh and South
Tyrone by-election is a
major blow to Thatcher and
her Northern Irish Secre-
tary Humphrey Atkins. It is
no longer possible for them
to claim that the hunger
strike and the campaign for
political status are only
supported by a few extre-
mists (all 30,000 of them).
They have suffered a seri-
ous defeat in their policy of
criminalising the prisoners

‘and the Republican strugg-

le. It is no longer possible
for the press to pretend that
the hunger strike does not
exist or is failing for lack of
support.

Despite the Army and
the RUC hindering Sands’
campaign, despite a call
from the SDLP to abstain
and despite calls not to vote
for Sands from such varied
sources as his Unionist
opponent Harry West and
Labour frontbench spokes-
man Don  Concannon,
Sands won by 30,492 votes
to 29,046 with only about
3,000 abstentions.

Thatcher and Atkins are
now faced with the choice
of accepting Sands as a leg-
itimate representative or
trying to overthrow the
election result. As we go to
press, it is not yet clear
whether Bobby Sands will
be expelled from Parlia-
ment by Labour and Tory
votes, and whether the
voters of Fermanagh and
South Tyrone really can
choose who they want to
represent them.

One thing is clear: the
result of the election puts

Sands’ fate clearly where it
belongs — on the shoulders
of the British government.
They will only save his life
if they accept the restora-
tion of political status for
Republican prisoners and
they will only do that if
there is a massive cam-
paign, not just in Ireland
but also in Britain.

The next few weeks are
vital. Bobby Sands is
already very weak, suffer-
ing from pains in his eyes
and stomach trouble and
having trouble in taking
water. :

Unless we build a mass-
ive campaign to force
Thatcher to concede polit-
ical status, his death is a
certainty.

His life is in our hands.
We can still force the Tories
to back down. This means:

* making the demon-
stration on April 26th as
large as possible, with
coaches from every part of
the country;

* organising local
events such as meetings or
pickets of local papers or
TV or radio stations to
protest against the cover-
age of the hunger strike;

* passing resolutions
through trade union and
Labour Party branches
supporting political status
and demanding that the
branch support any local
activity. Copies of such
motions should be sent to
Atkins, to local MPs and to
the National H-Blocks

Committee, 30 Mountjoy
Square, Dublin.

We must force the gov-
ernment to grant political

BENN SIGNS SO DEFENCE APPEAL

by Sean Matgamna

THE WRP’s legal persecu-
tion of Socialist Organiser
continues. -

And now others have
been drawn into the legal
net too.

The WRP intimidated
the printers which SO
shared with Socialist Press
into censoring both papers.
SO knew about it in time to
arrange to have an article,
‘The WRP: some facts be-
hind the libel case’, printed
separately for later insert-
ion into SO.

Socialist Press found out
about it only when Morning
Litho printers refused to
print two pages (out of 10)
which included a reprint of
the SO editorial board
statement of 21st March.

Later, the WRP got

Socialist Press removed
from the shelves at Colletts
Sookshop, Charing Cross
Road (which is linked with
the Communist Party), by
threatening the proprietors
with a writ because Social-
ist Press had included two
SO0 leaflets on the libel case
as inserts.

As a result of the threat,
Colletts now say that they
will only sell Socialist Press
if they have a guarantee
that each issue is checked
for libel by a lawyer. Such
an hour’s work for a lawyer
costs about £60.

But everything is not
going well for the WRP.
The Leveller magazine
reprinted one of the two
allegedly libellous senten-
ces from Socialist Organ-
iser. The Observer last
Sunday repeated the essen-
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A LABOUR INQUIRY,

NOT THE COURTS

We, the undersigned, condemn Vanessa Red-
grave’s and the WRP's use of the courts against the
labour movement press. We support the proposal
that a labour movement inquiry be set up to invest-
igate the statements made in the Socialist Organ-

iser article.
NAME

ORGANISATION

Return to Labour Movement Press Defence Fund, c¢/0 214

1 Sickert Court, London N1 2SY.
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tial points and words of
the same- allegedly libell-
ous paragraph.

Is the WRP going to
prosecute them? It seems
unlikely. More probably the
WRP will dare use its
money only against the
revolutionary press.

It is of course preoctu-
pied with other things.
Having raised £60,000
for a ‘WRP development
fund’, it has staged a little
public ceremony to ‘hand it
over’ to one of its own full-
time workers, Claire Dixon,
to use for developing the
so-called Youth Training
Centres. This is probably
meant to prove that these
youth centres are not WRP
auxiliary organisations,
though most people would
take it as an indication of
the opposite.

Meanwhile SO’s drive
for political and financial
support is gaining moment-
um. We got very wide-
spread support at the
National Union of Journal-
ists conference. A lobby of
SO and Socialist Press
supporters outside the Equ-
ity conference met with
a lot of sympathy from
Equity left-wingers, de-
spite the strong influence
of the WRP in that union.

A number of labour
movement  organisations,
including the BL Works
Committee at Leyland,
Lancashire, have promised
or sent in  dounations

(though not enough, un-

fortunately!) Many comrad-
es of Socialist Organiser
have sent donations too
(again, not enough!)

Other left papers have
promised support, but so
far only Socialist Press,
London Labour Briefing,
and the Leveller have done

-anything. In three issues

since its editor first agreed
to carry our appeal, Soc-
ialist Challenge has re-
mained silent. It is not
entirely clear why.

comrades will see,
a number of personalities
prominent on the Left have
rallied to the support of
Socialist Organiser, inclu-
ding Tony Benn.

If the legal case follows
its natural course, it will —
we are told — cost us about
£12,000 just to ‘service’
the various legal process-
es. We need money urg-
ently. We need political
support too.

Raise money for SO.
Collect supporters for SO.
Send messages of encour-
agement and solidarity to
Socialist Press for its
splendid stand. Write to
Socialist Challenge, Soc-
talist Worker, and Mili-
tant, asking them to take
a stand.

Defend the free labour

movement press.

Signatories so far of the

. appeal ‘A Labour Inquiry,

not the Courts’, include:
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Tony Benn MP, Reg Race Ray Apps (Brighton Kemp-

MP, Ernie Roberts MP, town CLP), Tony Banks

Dennis Skinner MP. (Tooting CLP), Ken Living-
stone (Greater London

Dol Moores Nell Tuner,  Councll Chs el

beth Labour councillors), (Vauxhall CLP), Nigel

Dick North, Vanessa Wise- Stanley, John Denham,

man, Jackie North, Hilary Graham Bash (Iiford South

Tarr, John Esterson (vic- CLP), Pat Kane, Keith

timised members of Lam- Veness (Islington Central

beth NUT), John East CLP), Amanda Leon

(Acting President, Lambeth (Southwark NUT), Bernard
Regan (Westminster NUT),

NUT), Wendy Hewing

(vice-president, Lambeth John Ford (Deptford CLP),

NUT), Chris Sutton (secr- — and some 62 others

etary, Lambeth Trades Un-

ion Council), Graham Nor- p q

wood, Harry Stannard. A ' )e I

Sam Gordon (former secr- f f d

etary of the Fourth Inter- Or Un S ‘

national), Sam Bornstein,
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Mike Bower, Howard FUND

Hannah, Vincent Hanna, Send donations to Jon-

Aidan White, Denis Mc- athan Hammond [Hon.

Shane, John Jennings, Treasurer], c/o 214

Simon Collings, Ron Know- ick !

les, Peter McIntyre, Eam- Sickert Court, London

onn McCann, Steve Child, N1 2SY. Cheques pay-

Carol Coulter, and in all able to ‘Labour Move-

47 delegates at the NUJ ment Press Defence
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38 members at the Equity .

annual general meeting. Name: .....................
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Victor Schonfleld, Viadimir ...

Derer, Pete Willsman, Vera ..
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our Party Democracy), Jon

Lansman (secretary, Rank | oo
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