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THE TORIES are getting ready
for a General Election in 1983.

They have the bit between
their teeth. Thay have tha
miners out of the way for
now, The TUC is fragmenting
the health dispute and the
Labour Party is split by an all-
out azzault from the new right
wing NEC.

A Tory victory would be a
disaster. How ecan it be
prevented?

First, by undarstanding
that we are not being driven to
defeat, but fad to it,

It is not because the Torias
are strong but because the
TUC and Labour leadership
are - catastrophically weal,
that Thatcher even stays at
MNumber 10.

Her own backers in the CBI
admit the economy is in ruins,
One fifth of industry has been
wiped out. Millions reject this
wanton  destruction. The
health strike showed they will
fight if the TUC gives a deter-
mined lead. And Labour's
socialist policies have never
been more popular.

A majority would be in
Labour's grasp if its leaders
came out fighting for
unii_ﬂteral disarmament and
radical measures to secure full
employment.

Yet thare has never been
less confidence in the Labour
Party and trade union leaders.
Railworkers, steelworkers,
healthworkers have been

Unemployed and strikers 10p

betrayed or led to defeat. In-
stead of campaigning for
Labour's socialist policies
Healey and Golding have laun-
ched a vicious internal battle
to purge their supporters.

A return to 'Labour’s tradi-
tions’, say the right wing, will
bring back the voters. This is
simply not true. We do not live
in ‘traditional’ times. The rul-
ing class does not want any
kind of Labour government in
office, and the right wing's
leadership merely loses
Labour's rank and fils,
without winning anything in
return.

Only the most determined
socialist lead. combining
mass action with the defence
of Labour's socialist policies,
can secure a Labour govern-
ment against such opposition.

There is a straightforward
lesson from the setbacks and
defeats of the last two weeks,
from the miners’ ballot to the
Labour Party NEC. The whaole
left must learn it.

Neither the Labour Party
nor the trade unions-can pro-
gress an inch further in the
fight against Thatcher, at the
polls or on the picket line,
unless the left organises an all-
out fight to remove the right
wing traitors. Tony Benn's line
of conciliation with the right is
the road to defeat. The time
has come to organise a united
left, throughout the Labour
Party and unions, to fight fora
Labour Victory through:

No expulsions!

Lobby the Labour Party NEC

Labour Party headquarters, Walworth Rd,
9.0am Wednesday
24 November

Bring Party banners
Called by Labour against the witchunt,
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defeat taken place?

2 1o undertake.

MICHAEL FOOT says
the Peckham and Birm-
ingham Northfisld elec-
tion results ‘mark a
revival of fortunes for
tha Labour Party’. | wish
it weare true.

In Peckham the tur-
noul was only 38 per cent,
and Harriet Harman, the
Labour candidate, rook 50
per cent. Dick Taverne of
the SDP Alliance pushed
up the Liberal vole by 25
per cent to 33 per cent af
the total vote.

It was taken from both
Tories (16 per cent) and
Labhour {10 per cent}, with
2 marked surge [from
Labour in the last week.

Peckham is a *‘Labour
stronghold’. But il’s a bit
of a problem im a
‘stronghold’ when only 38
per cent of the people vole
at all and where the SDP
with no policies can takca
third of the vote.

Why did it happen?
The campaign itsell was
efficiently run, with lots of
help from Labour Party
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© AS WE go to press, it looks certain
. that the miners have rejected the pro-
% posal to autharise the union executive
i to take industrial action in pursuit of
i the pay claim and over threatened
= closures by a margin of 60-40. Thisis a
= blow to the whaole working class. The
. struggle of the healthworkers Iooks
%% that much more isolated now.
 likelihood of a major industrial con-
' frontation with the Tories this winter
iz much diminished. Why has this

in the first place, tha vote represants @
dacision by a majority of miners 10 accept
- the NCB's sight par cent offer. It does not
= however represent a mandate 1o go ahead
. with pit closures. Scargill’s attempt to link
= together the issue of closures and pay fail-
. ed: most miners recognised that there was
%= the possibility of rasorting to industrial ac-

% tion if the pit closures want ahead,
e The crucial point however is that the
% majority of minars saw the aight per cant
i offer as acceptabla within the current in-
: dustrial and political situation —

: The poll result is obviously a reflection
of the general industrial

By Jane Kelly, Peckham CLP
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members and trade
unionists. Canvassing,
leafletting and  knocking
up were done by hordes of
people and Harriet Har-
man, the candidare, work-
ed -extremely hard 1o get
herself known. The answer
lies at a national level.

On the doorstep the
response was, ‘1 don'l
yote, there's no difference
berween you, and even if
thére was, it won't do us
any good.” And even if
theéy accepr that Labour
Party policy on disarma-
ment, the EEC and public
spending is different, they
have no faith that Lhe
Iabour government could
carry any of it aut.

Far from the NEC at
tacks on the Hennite left
regaining  the wavering
Labour vate, it has had the
ppposite  effect. Many
Labour voters agree with
Labour Parly conference
decisions but recognise
that the present NEC and
cabinet of a future Labour
government will not carry

leadarship.
by the NUM leaders
how an
prep

ram

That they ware no
of the mood insida t
While Scargill was able to carry
militants, they wera unable to overcome
the bridge hetween the militants and the
mass of the membership.

mota th
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currant level of wages settlemants. Com-
parad with what many other
workers have sccepted eight per cent
dossn’'t look bad — especially when infla-
tion is falling.
Moreover, th

industrial

In one respect Scargill can be faulted.
He tied everything to a traditional
sconomic battle, against the Tory govarn-
£ ment, to craate the preconditions for a
W oiternative was an all-out battle to defeat general election. But he has failed to pro-

% the Tories, which they were not preparad
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them out. This showed up
in the public meetings.

The first on the police
with Paul I’i:r:um:ugiii Rov
Hatterstey and Pat Hewitt
(NCCL) attracted aboul
§0 people. The second,
with Tony Benn, drew al
Ieast 350 with miore turned
away.

Whether the centre and
right of the Labour Party
like it or not (and it was
clear from David Basneit’s
face, chairing the meeting,
that they don’ty Benn has
massive support amongst
the tank and file — not
just amongst Labour Par-
tv and trade union activists

groups of

& Tories have shown in the
civil service dispute and again with the
healthworkers that thay are praparad to
in for long hard industrial struggles.

What this defeat definitaly cannot be
down to is betreyal by tha miners’
In some raspects the campaign
hip was a modal of
disputa should be
ared. But a majority of minars were
not ready to be an industrial battering
to bring down the Tory governmant.
t is a crucial indicator
he waorking class.

e organisation of the left minority
in tha unions on a cross-union, class strug-
The isolation of the miners, the
hat they were baing asked to

: A
s

Harriet Harman canvassing in Packham.

be the front runners in the fight to bring
down the Torigs, was an important factor
in the ‘no’ vote in the ballot.

The dacision of the miners not to go for

g strite is compoundad by the decision

githar.

the
mass

e

bul from ordinary Labour
Yoters.

The attack on the lefl
of the party is not popular
with Labour supporters,
not  just  because it
highlights  internal strug-
gles bul because it is seen
as an attack on the policies
af the left, which are
popular and recognisably
ditferent from those of
both other parties.

This has Jed to a confu-
on and demoralisation
and — in Peckham at least
— fo @ massive 62 per cem
abstention.

This iz gomg (o be a
long hard battle, because

Undoubtedly therefor
decision rapresents a turning
prassure in the workers movaman
to the general election as the decisive test,
as the crucial mechanism for gatting rid
the Tory government will build up.

P
The foolishness 0
strategy was de

health workers struggle!

BEL workers to accept the company's pay
offer, and not to take industrial action

The job of socialists howeaver must
to point out that basing eve rything now an
an slectoral strategy is not effective even
from a narrowly electoral point of view.
The best conditions for defeating the
Tories at the polls is to challenga them
struggle.
healthworkars struggle ha
Taries immensaly more ynpopular and has
startad to make their opinion poll rating

For example,

Labour party political broadcast, hosted by deliver the movemeantinto the ha nds of the
Colin Welland, in which in 15 minutes of right wing — and a menu for more
hard-hitting attack on the Tories ovear the betrayals and defeats. Mothing could bet-

haaith service, not one single mention was
mada of the

&7aTamal et

as the BL vote shows, the
mass of workers won't go
into hartle unless they have
aleadership they can trust.
We must widen our sights.

The issue is one of
leadership  across  the
jabour movement. The
right is on the offensive on
this qtle&tiﬁ‘rn of leader-
ship. We must take up the
fight on the LP guestion
and defeat the witchhunt.

This will mean fighting
to organise the left in the
unions to deal with (he
hlock vole, And we must
use this to establish left
enrrents in the unions to
remove the right.
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The miners’ decision leaves the health
workers dangerously isolated, Every nerve
must now be strained to build solidarity
with the healthworkers, above all through
the national transport workars day of ac-
tion on 8 Novembar.

But it is becoming increasingly obvious
that without a decisive lead towards all out
action tha healthworkers struggle will be
doomed to dafaat.

The present climate of cynicism about
the possibility of success in the struggle
against the Tories, the essential backdrop
of the miners’ decision, is above all tha
responsibility of tha TUC and Labour Party
leaders who have failed to co-ordinate and
lead a real fight.

What the miners’ decision shows above
all is the urgent nacessity to build a na-
tional left wing movement in the unions
and the Labour Party to take on the right,
to remove the labour traitors.

In the face of the witch-hunt and con-
tinual TUC betrayals, Benn and Scargill
face a choice. Peace in the unions and

of

of

be

general election wictory. They will only

tar prepare a Tory victory at the genaral
glection next year.

BL's two year deal
" blazing the trail
for Thatcher

BY A majority of nearly 2to 1 the BL workforce
has decided to accept a wage deal which will
run from now to November '84.

in return for just over f5 a week this year,
and the same next, the right 1o negotiate has
been signed away for two years, This is
something the Tories and the smployers have
been after for some time.

Government spokespeople have been say-
ing that due to falling inflation and the need to
make British industry more competetive
worlers had to get away from the idea of year-
ly wage rises.

In fact the BL deal is a two year wage cut.
Mot for the first time BL has been used as a
stalking horse for a new employers offensive.

PAT HICKEY asked " Grant Kier, =
Longbridge shop steward about the deal.
What do you think the The idea was o use Lhe

deal. means for BL? ane-day actions to build
It is a big step forward for rowards all-out.
Bl management and the The BL workforce

Rave had a number of
heavy defears and long ex
perience of betrayal at the
hands of the officials

Taries. It stops the unions
putting in a claim until
1984, which means that on
the major issue of wages

snd conditions the union 15
removed from the scene
for twio Years.

The deal will beused 10
further attack the
workforce on  manning
levels and conditions, It
will also be used to attack
the shop stewards.

Yearly wage deals have
heen the rule in British
industry for 20 years.
Thizs deal is an impaor-
tant break with that.

In view of its impor-

tance why was thare
not a call for all-out ac-
tion. instead of an over-
time ban and one-day
strikas?
All-out action WS
necessary (o defeat BL.
But it was clear that such a
call ‘would not succeed at
the muss meetings.

Taking on BL means 1ak
ing on the government
and the members did no
have the confidence ta di
that at_thus stage.

Cur only chance was
get the limited action roll
ing and build on that.

What plans hav
militants in BL gotnow
Firstlw the right have th
control of the union
They wanted Lo accepr ik
2 vear deal from the star
which 15 wity there was 1
chance of an all-out sirk

Despile the l
favourable conditio|
almost one, third of -8
memibers vored {or actio
We must use this 1o fig
the unions from top
bottom for-a new leadd
ship.




OVER three hundred delegates representing
101 constituencies, 67 Young Socialists’ bran-
ches, 87 Labour Party branches, twenty union
branches and eleven women’s sections set up
a national campaign to prevent expulsions
from the Labour Party this Saturday. 30
October in County Hall, London.

They heard speakers
from & broad spectrum of
the labour left including
Audrey Wise, MPs Ernie
Roberts and Reg Race and
Euro-MP Richard Balfe,
the Militanr. the Young
Socialists and the Cam-
paign for Labour FParty
Democracy.

The overwhelming
feclings of the conference
were summed up in the
afternoon by John Gard-
ner of Luton East and a
member of the CLPD ex-
ecurive, when he told con-
ference that ‘this witch-
hunt iz a direct attack on
the accumulated victories
of the last three vears: it is
an allack on our socialist
policies.”

The conference agreed,
with around fifty voting
against — including less

than ren CLP delegates —
to. establish a national
labour movement

organisation 1o co-
ordinaie opposition to ex-

Steelworker
greets
conference

GREETINGS were read 1o
conference from Ray Duvis,
al. arwern sieelworker who
has  fust been chosen as
FParligmeniary  Prospective
Candidare ~ for Cardiff
North and was hegvily in-
volved in building for the
canferenoe af Blackpool lass
month, Ray has the folfow-
ing message to delesgtes;

There woast't ane anmual
corference of  the  frade
umion mavemen! fhai sug-
ported u policy. of expul-
stany-and proseriptions. We
are now aporoaching  the
pertod - of re i fer

St prer peed of o
v onr-side., @

[ Falalarie iy
want gt

G e done
the supporr of
HRIOT Mavenent.

i Iy Sar e
our o pares gnd It sociolog

polficies

Phota John Harris

pulsions under the lerms
of the NEC"s register.

The campaign is to be
run by a National Council,

directly  elected  from
among  participating
organisations, = wit a

sccretariat elected by con-
ference.

It further agread to two
model  resolutions  for
CLPs and for aflfiliated
arganisations, calling fora
refusal to accept expul-
sions and for support lo
?_lﬁ}'t :linc?j party disaf-
1liate Or resisting th
NEC e

Il established a trade

union subcommittes
and passed a reso-
lution  from  Oxford

Young Socialists {g:);::lish-
ed in last weeks sialist

Challenge) callin on

delegates to help lmeiid the
Young Socialists and 1o
defend it against arrempts
al disbandment or other
attacks. They also agreed

ur Against
the Witch-hunt
established

to sel up a youth subcom-
mittee.

. Two main paoints of
dispute ran through the
discussion. One current,
supported by a  small
minority of delegates,
argued that the campaign
should take non-co-
operation with the register
as a central campaign and
should prepare for a net-
Efurk of dizaffiliated par-
1=

Focus

This was rejected by
conference, which wanted
to focus the struggle on ex-
pulsions. Az Tessa Van
Gelderen explained,
speaking on  behalf of
Brent South — itself under
NEC investigation —
many people in the labour
movement who were still
confused  abour  the
register were nevertheless
opposed to  expulsions,
and the crucial task was to
unite with them to stop the
register  being applied
where 1L counted most —
by expelling people.

A second, much
stronger current, mainly
supported by the Militant,

Reg Race MP summing up on the d.r':;rcus.l;fon_

Trade Union

committee formed

_.'__-'-.:', 1L |: NION delepares ro
the Conference et i the
furch bre tor chisciss. the
CURIENIET N

dEennsl e wite
be direcred apa Srad
urtion barens’ and theie wse af
Hhe bfack vare,

Tz fight way closely ted
for-the fight for demaocracy in
rhe unions. The fickt on the

witch=fane Rad tobe taken in-
T rhe wniars In & mch e
SMERCIRONC W iR deph

e foesel
e ased - sieering
fee fer ehrarr o way for-
L The firse meet !
be.ar 2 o clack ar Couniy
Hall, Iondon o Sarurday 13
Menden ner,

Contact Carol Turner, 29
Stadmarsh - House, Cowley
Esrate,  Londan™ SWY for
thetuils,

argued that the conference
should not seek to commit
labour movement bodies
to support disaffiliated
parties  al - all.  Parties
threatened with disaifilia-
tion, it was argued, should
simply accept expulsions.
Thiz was also rejected:
delegates agreed with the
steering committee that
they would only prevent
disaffiliations if" they
readied the labour move-
menl 1o stand up to them.

Despite an arritude on
behall of leading Miliranr
sull)portr.:rs which many
delegates felt was disrup-
tive and divisive, the
substantial Militant
presence was welcomed by
most speakers, who called
on delegates to support the
coming Militant regional
rallies on 27 MNovember,
and for close co-operation
between the new campaign
and Milicgnt’s ‘Labour
Steering Committee
against the Witch-hunt'.

The conference
represented a wvital step
forward for the labour
movement. We call on all
Socialist Challenge readers
to throw their energies into
building this new cam-
paign,

F'hutl_; Jahn Harris

Socialist  Challenge
urges its readers to
pull out all the stops in
thea next month to
build tha campaign
against the witch-
hunt.

Encouraged by the
left's concessions, the
right wing will go for
broke as quickly as
possible, Labour’s
Organisation Commit-
teea raports on 10
Movember, for ap-
proval by the NEC on
24 Novambher.

The steps to be
taken are:

(il to ensure your
Labour Party branch,
GC, or Y5, and if possi-
bla trade union branch
back the lobby on 24
Novembear. QOut of

Next steps

London readers should
try to eansura a
message of support is
sent. Banners are im-
portant.

{iil win affiliations to
Labour Against the
Witch-hunt, and com-
mitments to  build
local support for it. In
aach district ar
borough, conferances
on the lines of tha 30
October conferancea
should be organisaed to
win the support of the
local labour mowve-
ment. These are not in
counterposition to the
27 November regional

conferences eing
organised by  the
Militant-backed Steer-

The Young Socialists

By Richard Rozanski, Hackney North LPYS

SIXTY SEVEN LPYS branches sent delegates to
the Hackney North Conference. Twenty-six
agreed to further coordinate their activities,
ensuring that the defence of the LPYS is placed
at the heart of the new campaign. With new
talk in the press this week, of right wing moves
against the LPYS, this must be done im-

mediately.

The campaign’s open
vouth sub-commirree will
act on he¢ bazis of an
amendment presented 1o,
and passed by, the con-
ference  from  Oxford
LPYS,

This includes “full sup-
port for the building of a
mass campaigning LPYS;

.+. tomplete opposition Lo
any attempt to close down
Qr restrict the activities of
the LPYS; ... defending
the right of the LPYS 1o
decide its own policies and
elect its own leaders.”

All labour movement
bodies — C1.Pz and union

branches, as well as LPYS
branches — must be won
to the defence of the
LPYS. This cannot simply
be left 1o the LPYS for two
reasons.

The LPYS is not strong
enough to withstand the
labour right on its own,
Secondly, and  unfor-
tunately, the LP Y% s Mili-
tant leadership does noe
support this new broad-
based campaign.. They
counterpose 1o this the
Labour Movement Sieer-
ing Committés sel up by
the 11 September ‘con-

ing Committes against
the witch-hunt; they
complement tham.

(ili! preparationz are
beginning now in the
unions for motions to
annual conferences,
The trade union sub-
committaa  will be
discussing datalled
model resoclutions for
each union; the model
agreed by the 30 Oc-
tolhur confarence will
be a working basis.

(iv) aach wiook
Socialist  Challenge
will be giving you
detailed  up-to-date
news asbout tha pro-
gress of the struggls.

Watch this spacal

ference to defend the Mili-
fant.

Al a lunchtime meeting
of the LPYS delcgates and
observers, they tried to
prevent the establishment
of ~the vouth = sub-
committee by delegates
who did support  the
establishment of the cam-
paign.

Despite  this  divisive
behaviour the conference
declared its full suppon
for the. building of the
LPYS, and for its defence
against any moves
it down by Heales
kitchen shadow ca

Militant sectarianism defeats it<

By Alan Freaman
ONE BLACK spotin an
otherwisa  successful
confarenca  was tha
divisive and disruptive
gpproach of leading
Militant supportars at
conference.

The main proposal
they put forward called for
‘a mingle united campaign®
against the witch-hunt,
and for the conference
simply to join with the
Labour Stcering Commir-
fee  Against the Witch-
hunt {established from the
Il September  Wembley
conferencel and wind up.

Delegates rejected Lhis
proposal, - First, - they
argved, unity would not be
achieved simply by ramm-
ing two organisations with
different functions into a
single hady, It would be

of the labour mo it

Militant’s - resolution
was not a proposal foruni-
ty. It would have spiit the
new campaign and [orced
those attending the con-
ference to put their Future
in the handz of a body they
could not conrral, with a
clear majority of Mifitan:
supporlers. No-one atten-
ding ‘conférence had any

u:ubﬁéx:':u.ln;x o the
Milfitant’s  decision 10
create such a body. But
thay rejected the

bureaucratic demand Lhat
everyone  fightine . the
witch-hunt  should be
subordinate to this body,

fani: arid 50
g 1strated That the way
1o deal with the Milfranr is
by political . arpuments,
and nol by witch-hunts or
MAn e

[€5,

Milizant had every op-
portunity to put their case.
Evenknowing they intend-
ed 1o ‘put a ‘wrecking
resoldtion lo the con-
ference, the sleering com-
mitree invited both a Mili-
rant and a YS speaker.
Many Mifitant supporters
spoke in the debate. And
at the end of the day they
lost — decisively ina
vote of all delepates pre-
sent.

Socialist Challenge
welcomes the — late —

CROnOL niled
Miltant take part
call on all our ¢
support all the act
now being organised by
Mifitant in  ils  ow
defence

Bur  we address
straight proposal to these
comrades: I is nof fn vour
own . hest interests, nor |
the inferesiz af the left
aliow  your = leaders
effectively — to spit in 10
aces of those who are |
ing to defend you. Thes
and vou should back the
new campaign, buwld it
activity, and take part in
its work — ‘or their sec-
tarianism will continue 1o
explode in your faces.
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By Alan Freeman

LABOUR'S RIGHT WING are back in the driv-
ing seat at Walworth Road. Michael Foot, they
say ‘sat aghast’ as John Golding, the right's
new angel of vengeance, brushed aside Jim
Mortimer's report and drove both Benn and
even Foot's supporters from any position of in-

fluence.

Foot can’t really have been as surprized. In
the last week the media have been crowing
about the coming coup, which was inevitable
as soon as the NEC election results were an-

nounced at Blackpool.

But was Foot really
unhappy? He abstained in
the vote on Golding’s pro-
posals, not once voting
against.

There was only one im-
portant dispute between
Foot and the right wing: he
wanted Heffer to chair the
crucial Organisation Com-
mittes, which will decide
how to procesd with the
witch-hunt, This commuit-
tee now has a clear right
wing majority.

The right wing will now
go ahead with their *Plan

A' — Fkicking out 60
leading  Mifitant  sup-
porters mcludma their

pro hamen:&ry
candidates. ﬁ'fls

to open civil war m 'l;he
Party. If it succeads it will
destroy Labhour's election
prospects and open the
road to a further five years
of Thatcherism.

This is not just a defeat
for Benn; it is a defeat for
everyone who  believed
Foot could ‘carve out a
‘middle ground’ in the

John Golding, Labour’s answar to Norman Tebbit,

party. It is also a crushing
defeat for Foot,

Foot might have been
stupid enough to believe
that the right were in-
terested in the olive branch
of compromise, or he may
already have given up
hope of compromise and
thrown in his lot with
them. It does not make
any difference really. They

Tt . __._.ﬁ.- e
o St

are now in control.
They intend to use
their control to attack
Labour’s socialist policies,
and the left, as rapidly and
audaciously as possible.
The media are ccstatic.

The Daily AMail said if the
right complete their attack
‘vioters will now have a real
choice'. Sure: a choice bet-
ween Tory nuclear

Labour

and
nuclear weapons, between
Tory unemployment and

WwWeapons

Labour unemplovment,
between Tory IMF policies
and Labour IMF policies.
This choice will Ilose
Labour the election just as
surely as it did in 1979,

Just a= nauseating was
the media's label for peo-
ple like Golding who they
call ‘moderates’. A strange

Benn stands for Shadow Cabmet

TONY BENN is stan-
ding for the Shadow
Cabinet. The an-
nouncement was
guietly made, in the
small hours before
the National Ex-
ecutive Committes
pulverised the left, by
g8 well-known friend

of his -— Norman
Buchan ;
His  decizsion to stand

OIS I-I|.'I Lag \L|L.L

private,
spiratorial
at g pme
Broad Left |
original  idea
group. should hely
organise 3 united ex
.'FHT':IH‘."H_‘..'I‘II'_'I'I.ZHFE. ._'-:‘:l.:!
parliamentary  lefi I

both grass roots and na-
tional level, CCrl
shelved.  Be '
cepied r|:'.:|'.;.

sacrifices

The concessions are all ff
I om the left. Not oneé inc
hes the” right conce l.|:|'|
John Golding, the Lahaur
Party's answer [0 Norman
Tebbit, is pressing ahead
with his purge.,
And this is the crucial

problem. - What - is: wrong
with  HBenn'z -approach?
Mol the decision 1o stand,

nor the decizsion thar |h

new lell group should r
main - in || ¢ YInh um.
.n‘-|

T‘u. error 15 thar in
order to maintain a fie-
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serving, and which
wiil I¢.'1I..|l im-g Labour
defear if it continoes, the
left i makiﬂ:.-_ concession
after concession, instead
of organising, fighting 10
defend socialist policies,

hartle inta

and taking the

he u 15 10 make the
block vole accountable
the next Labour Pariy
l;f.:::i':.'l-.'lzc.'l.'.

Tony H-l..n. has™ Lo
answer a steaightforwaid
question, as- do his

backers. Is he standing for

the Shadow Cabinet 1o ce-
ment a relationship with
Michael Foot and the night
Wing, or 1o cement a rela-
tionship with the rank and
file? I the campaign he
conducts going to appease
the right, or organise the
left? Will he come forward
and lead the-battle now be-
ing organised
witch-hunt, ‘and take that
harrm into the Shadow

. muking: i plain

f'ill':_\"lf goin e
t,and  the gueestion
F[ P has to put io

heir- MP s this: are you
poining the fight, are vou
arainst the fight — or are

you, like Tony Benn, abs-
tarmng?

s=Labour Party—

name for backers of
nuclear blackmail and
gigantic bank profils.

But a note of caution
sgemed to creep in here
and there: *The Bennmen
are down bur not aut”, said
the Mail,

The Guardian was even

mare pessimis
Foot ...should b
happy al the 1
Mr Benn being
exile by other ass
wingers. It is n
likely that

decision has helj
the isolation in
Benn has foun
gince the race for
ty leadership ...
dust of Peckham
thiield has scttle
may yel regret th
enthusiasm  of
found allies.

LEFT

These i
understand wh
pening. Forty
cent of the j
don’t want nuc
They : don't
unemp! c:.'mem
don't
why ﬂle Lﬂh
ference \‘D‘ttd Lo}

union conferem
ject what its lead
ing if the lefr o
resist

That is now
tazk of the hou
October £
against the wit
only the first ste

Pino Khan defence
Hattersley sells

Asian Youth

By Bob Smith, Sparkhill CLP

ROY HATTERSLEY, the man who s
repeal the Race Relations Act suc
urged Sparkhill CLP to disaffifiste |
Pino Khan Defence Campaign on Tu

Ocitober.

Pino Khan, & member of the |
workers sssociation, works at Binr
Batteries and = in the Selly Osk bran
AUEW. He lives in Hattersley’s cons

Sparkhill.

‘He has been J"md
[ {nrl.. uu-.
I"I

on ||L r'l Im I
Koy sees as “ulir

Fino h.'1i|‘.| IS TRNOCent .,
Hiz only crime iz having .2
black face, which in

eves of the Sparkhiil r:u:-llu.
makes him - gty at a
glange.

The Rov Ha

this world canmi

wlier
leads: 1
raley
TCINOVeE
leadership of 1
NOYEMEnt.

I vow wani fa
sonel i irony fo:
He"c'r'e Corerremisd
] 4 Alcester §
.'.' ahamn B3 REE

honting
why
must be




on 8November

‘NO WAY F’ll be out on 8 November. The TUC
sold ranlwnrkars down the river and now when
they say jump, they think we’'ll move. If we
support the TUC, they'll have a green light to
put the boot in the next time round.’

As the TUC day of ac-
tion in support of the
healthworkers nears, this
13 & common point of view
heard in the messrooms in
the rail industry. It's dead
wrong, and not only will
regular  working on 8
November put the
healthworkers” fight back,
it’ll also be disastrous for
workers in our industry.
Whyt

@ If we go into work on
Monday, we let the TUC
leaders off the hook and
hand -the fate of "the
healthworkers to the TUC
on a platter. If the pressure
1sn't kept up — agamst the
government,  bat  also
against the union leaders
then without a doubt
the General Council will
find it thar much easier 10
get round the negotiating
table and come up with
some  ‘mice’ compromise
which will spell disaster for
healthworkers.

We've tasted the con-
sequences of the TUC's
wheeling and  dealing
behind closed doors, Let's
make sure — hy showing
the TUC.  that  the
healthworkers aren 't alone
— that they can't afford
another seli—uuL without
paying a prl.u. for it this
time round!

@ If we show that our
union: has a [ighting

Telecoms

menmbership ready o act
— not only in defence of
our jobs and conditions,
but also to support other
workers — then we can be
certain that this will have
an impact in the current
elections  for  peneral
secretary in the Mational
Union of Railwaymen.
Sidney Weighell found out
he couldn’t do what he lik-
ed without any considera-
tion of the members' views
when the Special General
Meeting  accepted  his
resignation,

And we've got to show

to the new candidates
coming forward that there
15 an acfive membership no
longer prepared to sit by
and let  the general
secretary trample over our
interests,
. I we're apathetic and
Jjust hope the
hezlthworkers will win on
their own, that’s the best
recipe for another round
of a Weighell-type general
secretary.

& The healthworkers are
leading the fightback
against the Tories” attacks.

at’s our fight too! Ifthe
healthworkers pay  re-
mains disgracefully low,
then that'll help Maggie
Thatcher’™s efforts to tun
down ‘the health service

and promote private
health care. We all know
who that benefits!

Public action not
private words

By Denny Fitzpatrick

THE TELECOM workers day of action on 20 Oc-

tober was overwhelmingly supported.

it's

clear that most workers see the Torles plans to

privatise as a serious threat ...

and serious

threats have to be met by serious action.

It’s no use thinking
that the one day strike will
be cnough. The Tories
now plan 1o bring forward
the sale of British
Telecoms to this spring —
hoping to use sales profits
for a “tax cutting’ election
gimmic.

To date, the POEU ex-
ecutive have announced
no further action. They
ducked their responsibility
having talked out any
policy at the annual con-
ference. They now reject
the call by the City branch
for a special conference.
But such a national con-
ference to plan opposition
to the Tories schemes is
NowW @ven more urgent
since the Tories decision to
bring forward the sale.

Such a conference
would enable us to map
out a real strategy:

* of rolling indusirial action
in conjunction with ather
workers ggamnst the Tories

* placking Project Mercury
and other companies inten-
ding to buy shares

* for a pational levy or na-
lional action

* for 33 hour week: now, Mo
job loszes, no redundancics.

The forthcoming ex-
ceutive elections must be
actively contested by the
Broad Left. A serious
campaign for action has to
be  mounted in the
membership for policies to
protect jobs and for a
special conference. Such
policies should include:

* No job loss. — for a
shorter working week.
* 35 hour week now —
leading to a 32 hour four
day week.
* Mew technology under
our contrel for better con-
dilions and a better public
service,
Sacialist Challenpe  will be
regulanly covering the fight ol
Telecom workers, campaign-
ing for the special conference
and for sofidority  action
against the Tories. We shill
ave a small number of pam-
phiets outlining the threal to
jobs and how to fight it For
capies and informalion wrile
fo I Fitzpairick [, Hemsiall
Rd, NWE,

Healthworkers will be
forced to leave the NHS
and we'll see even more
hospital closures  which
directly affect us and our
families.

We already know thal
35,000 _E::rbs are to go on
British Rail. Management
is putting the boot in
everywhere — sackings,
disciplinary hearings,
redundancies, and fthe
complete disregard for
procedure iz more and
more common., With the
disgusting pay nse this

Trade Unions

..... R
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Why railworkers should strike

By D Ellis

Ear we'll have to go for a
ig mcrease next year (o
catch up. We have our
own battles in this industry
and we need help from
other sections of the
labour movement.

@ If we don't put our
money where our mouth is
—  bhecause  evervone
claims they support the
healthworkers — then we
can say good-bve (o any
hope of support for our
battles which are ahead.
On 22 September  five
mullion workers took ac-

tion ‘to  support the

healthworkers.

Qur umion's decision
to keep working — sup-
posediy at the request of
the leaders of the health
unions — means we're the
only section which hasn’t
taken one inch of action so
far. We've let other
workers make the
sacrifices =0 far, =0 now
we've pot to take our
responsibility in winming
the goals we all say we
agres with.

Support the healthworkers

Called by Kings Cross No.1 NUR
Monday November 8th
Speakers:

Rodney Bickerstaffe (Gen. Sec. NUPE)
Jim Stevenson (NEC, NURI

Charlie Turnock (Assistant G.5.,NUR)
Arthur Scargill (Presidant NUM)
Ray Buckton [General Secretary, ASLEF)
Tony Benn (invited)

10:00 am Friends Meeting House,
Euston Rd.

Replace Weighellism not just Welghell

By Hazel McPherson

SIDNEY WEIGHELL'S departure as general
secretary of the NUR occurred after & period of
growing unrest and dissatisfaction with his
blatant betrayal of the membership. Having
got rid of him, NUR members will be looking
for a candidate who has a clear alternative to
Weighell's class collaborationist policies. This
means that the candidates will have to address
themselves to the questions which all rail
waorkers will be facing in the industry — low
pay, productivity, privatisation and closures.

The battle for general
secretary  will also take
place against the back-
ground of wider political
1ssues.  The press  are
already posing it as a
left/right battle. For once
Socialist Challenge agrees
with them.

Our supporters in rail
will be looking for a can-
didare with a definite posi-
rion in favour of a national
fightback  on pay and
against privatisation. We
believe that a left can-
didate will need a clear
strategy for building class
solidarity against the Tory
government. Support for

Telecoms

the healthworkers is kev in
building such solidarity at
present — plus a firm com-
mitment to build a triple
athance of rail, coal and
steel workers.

Such a candidate will
also require a strong posi-
tion on all those political
issues which have come 1o
the fore in the t lew
years — including
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment, positive acrion for
b]a{:k and women warkers
and union democracy.

A left candidate who
fails o give answers Lo
these guestions will risk
handing the leadership to

Waighell’s demise threatens Weighellism.

the right wing. It is against
this backeground  thart
Kings Cross no 1 branch of
the NLIR are to be con-
gratulated for calling a
public rally in London in
support of the health-
workers on § November —
the transport day of ac-
tion.

This ralty will not only
be a focus for solidarity
action. It will set the terms

Redundancies on the cheap

THE GUARDIAN two
weeks ago featured
an article spelling out
how British
Telecoms plans to
‘shake-out’ staff
‘who although they
cannot be regarded
as inefficient, are not
proficient enough to
meet the full vigours
of British Telecoms
changing culture;
that is, they are
beached whales.
Such ‘shake-outs’
are simply redundan-
cies by another name
— which avoid con-
fronting the unions
and making big
redundancy payouts.
In a Socialist
Challenge pamphlet
for Post  Office
Engineers, published
last summer, we
took up the
arguments that
Telecoms needed to
be more ‘efficient’
and competitive.

Below, we outline
that response.

Are you opposed to
making Telecoms more
efficient?

When Sir George Jeffer-
soff in a letrter o all
Telecom  employees  this
year said “we had to gear
oursclves up to meet the
challenge of competition®;
When he asks for *25 per-
cent more cfficiency’, he
means  axing  jobs —
45,000 of them to be more
precise.

When the Tories ask
for more ‘efficiency’, they
really mean more profit at
the expence of our jobs,
vur pension rights, our
working conditions and
our public telephone
SYSLems.

The fact is that it is
already ‘efficiemt’. How
else can it make record
profits of £458 million (Ju-
Iy 198277

Since 1971 the number
of customers connected to
the national system has
doubled (9,214,000 to
18,418,000). The number
of jobs, however, has re-
mamned  steadv.  What

of the debate around the
general secretary  fight.
That there has. heen a
dramatic_shift at the hase
of the union 15 indicated by
the fact that the right wing
candidate Charlie Turnock
is willing to speak on a
platform dominated by left
wing trade union leaders.

Now is the time for the
union left from executive

private company has such
arecord?

But won't compatition
make BT mora
efficient?

Is it efficient to have two
or more different scts of
cables from London to
Manchester all compﬂ{ng
for the same traffic
That's what Project Mer-
cury is,

Is it efficient to have
several private companics
all running cable TV when
there's an existing net-
work?

Is it efficient 10 have
the public financing Mer-
cury and British Telecoms,
which are in direct com-
petition with each other?
(MB Cable and Wireless

and BP are SE:IH pamally
publicly owned.)

This anarchy is not ef-
ficient. Efficiency would
be a communication
SYRIEMm where new
rechnology was used to im-
prove the whole system,
not replace it by many un-
connected systems running
in parallel, with the aim of
stealing traffic from one
another, while the majori-
ty of the population are
left with a primitive com-
munications system.

But it certainly makes
sense to the Tories pals in
private industry. The truth
i5 that they're more con-
cerned with private profit
than the overall efficiency
of the Telecommunica-
tions SYSTem, And

level to the branches to
push home their advan-
lage.

Geoff Heanzby, branch
sacretary of Paddington
no 1 NUR., end & well-
krnown milftant In the
union has announced that
ha intands to stand for
graral sacratary.

cialist  Challenge  will
carry g full assessment of
hic candidacy next waek.

privatisation also has the
very attractive benefit of
effectively smashing union
muscle in the Telecoms in-
dustry.

Will competition and
‘efficiency’ safeguard
our jobs?

Productivity increases and
efficiency drives will not
create jobs — they will be
the excuse for cuis.

British Telecoms has
assets of £10 billions, an
infrastructure of
underground plant, ex-
changes and so on, built
up over years of public
awnership and the skill
and expertise of nearly a
quarter of '‘a mullion
workers, It s because
Telecoms is so profitable
that they want to sell it off.

The problem  for
private capital is that it
can't compete with British
Telecoms! ... But it can't
afford to buy it either.
Therefore the Telecoms
bill will break it up and sell
it off in bits, leaving the
less profitable but socially
necessary  domestic  and
small business subscribers
in puhblic hands.
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one-sixth of the world’s surface. In every country in the world

asked, ‘'Can we also do that? If sc how do we do it?”
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Sixty-five years ago the workers, peasants and the oppressed minorities stormed the heavens,
the exploited turned their eyes |
BOB PENNINGTON writing below describes how, and why,

won. He explains that its lessons are just as important today as they were in the winter of 1917,

THE GREAT WAR tore and wren-
chad apart the old order of
capitalist Europe and nowhare
were itz effects falt more than in
ailing, backward Russia.

Tha war, & product of inter-
imperialist rivalries, dragged into
its wake the advanced countrias
like the United Statas, and the
backward nations like Russia.
But the demands on Russia were
just as severe as those made on
the most advanced nations,
wharaas har ability to bear them
was far lass,

The war ravaged its aconomy,
Its people died by tha millions
for a causa in which they had no
intarast. At home, away from
the front, cold, misery and star-
vation were tha lot of the
Massas.

Az tha war produced one
disaster after another. the War
Minister Polivanov explainad the
strategy of the ruling class when
he =aid: 'l place my trust in the
impanetrable spaces, impassabla
mud, and the mercy of Saint
Nicholas Mirlikisky, protector of
Holy Russia’. A general Ruszky
told the ministers of war: “The
present day demands of military
technique are beyond us. At any
rate we can’t keep up with the
Garmans.”

Asg the army fell apart under
the German offensives it
leadars wasted time on supersti-
tians and witchcraft by discuss-
ing whether or not to remove the
bones of the saints from Kiev.

In the war the Russian army
suffared 40 per cent of the total
casualties suffered by the
alliance ageinst tha Germans.
More than two and a half milion
of its soldiers died, No nation
before had ever suffered such
casualties,

Despeir and dissatisfaction
grew like wildfire at the useless
butchery. As the military oligar-
chy retreated before the Ger-
mans, so did their fury grow
against their own haplass troops.
Flogging became the order of the
day far aven the most trivial of-
fances.

A soldier Pireiko, quoted by
Trotsky in his History of the Rus-
sian Revalution, told how: ‘And
somatimes they flogged tham to
arouse their fighting spirit.” The
same Piraiko also wrote:
‘everyone, to tha last man, was
interested in nothing but peace
... Who should win and what
kind of paaca it would be, that
was of small interest to the ar-
my. It wanted peace at any cost,
for it was weary of war.’

By late 1916, the daspair of
the army was turning into
reballion. In Moscow the
Minister of the Interior spokes
with alarm at tha presence of
30,000 convalascent soldiers say-
ing: 'In casas of disorder this an-
tire horde will take the side of
the mob.’

A genaral Brussilov talking of
the Riga district told how
soldiers ‘refuse to attack” and
how they ‘lifted one company
commandar an the points of
thair bayoneats’.

At first the revolutionarias in
the army had besn small and
their influanca negligible. But as
disorder swelled so did their in-
fluence begin to grow and when
the government sent striking
workers to the frant as a punish-
mant tha number of skilled and
experiencad agitators grew in
tha fartila soil of the army's
discontent,

e ———
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At home misery and despair
with a war that nobody wanted,
that hardly one single parson
balisved could ke wan, fed the
pacpla’s hatred for the regime.
Everyone wanted peace as the
deaths mounted. Everyone
wanted braad as the food gqueues
grew longer and the prices
beacame higher. And every paa-
sant wanted land in a country
where 30,000 large landowners
ownad as much land as 50,000
million peasants had to live off.

All the ingredients for revolu-
tion existad. Tha old order had
becoma intolerable to the great
majority of the masses. Normally
the decisions are made by tha
specialists, be they ministers of
state, civil servants or dictators.
But as Russia’s crisis grew in in-
tensity the masses began to
cross the barriers that normally
exclude tham from the arena of
politics.

Their old representatives no
longer seemad adequats, Thair
old institutions were insufficient.
As the confidence and hopes in
the old order broke down, so the
workers and peasants demanded
change and to get that change
thay had to take action of a for-
cible character and begin to take
charge of their own destiny.

In the great bourgeois revolu-
tions of the past the bourgeoisie
had won the peasantry to its side
by breaking the power of tha
feudal-monarchic system. They
had done this by offering the
paasants the land. Only the offer
of the land can inspire tha
peasantry to join with the revolu-
tion.

But in Russia the bourgeoisia
could not do this. In fact they did
not dare reise this demand. The
peasant insurractions did not
drive the capitalists forward
against tsarism. Instead it drove
them back into the camp of
reaction. A numerically weak
Russian bourgeoisie which had
come too late on the scene to
play any progressive role and
whose wealth often came out of
the great semi-faudal estates,
did not dare raise a hand against
faudal property.

In 1917 & nobleman Bokarkin
wrote to Rodzianka, the chair-
man of the last municipal Duma
‘I am a landowner and | cannot
get it into my head that | must
lose my land and for an
unbalievable purpose to boot, for
tha experiment of a socialist doc-
trine.’

Had the capitalists solved the
agrarian question then Russia
would have entered into tha era
of bourgeocis democracy. Instead
the war of the peasants for land
which by the autumn of 1917 af-
facted 482 departments out of
624, had to find its eliy in tha
Russian working class, the
natural anamy of the
bourgaoisia.

As the peasants sat fira to the
property of tha landowners the
flames lit up the insurrection in
tha cities. The two factors
necessary for the birth of the
Soviet state had come into being
— the paasant war thatis a
characteristic of the develop-
ment of capitalism and tha pro-
letarian insurraction, the move-
ment that announces the ending
of bourgeois rule had combined.

The four million industrial
workers were joinad by over 100
million paasants, For the first
tima in history the wrath and
land hunger of the peasants was

given a lead and direction, not by
the capitalist class but by a class
whose historic interests lay
glong the path of the socialist
ravolution.

But the hand of the revolution
reached out even furthar. It rais-
ed the banner of tha rights of op-
prassed nationalities. Of Russia's
population of 160 million, 90
million were ‘other races’. Thasa
peoples ware subjactad 1o
parsacution and deprivation of
lagal rights by the bureaucratic
regimes of Moscow. The revolu-
tionaries, by demanding land for
tha paasants and supporting the
right of self-determination for
the oppressed nationalities were
able to win them over to thair
sida. Thaze too in their over-
whealming numbers were
peasants.

That a revolution could taka
place in the hell hole that was
tsarist Russia came as no sur-
prise. But that it should be & pro-
letarian revolution, surprised
everyone but the marxist revolu-
tionarias. People who had
thought about change in Russia,
and this included most Russian
socielists, had pradicted that
Russia would first have to go
through the experience of the
capitalist revolution, before tha
basis could be laid for tha
socialist transformation.

But to marxist thinkers lika
Trotsky the fact that the pro-
letariat could take the power in
an historically backward country
was axpacted. He had in fact
predicted such a thing happening
as far back as 1905.

In his pamphlet Resufts and
Progpects he had written: ‘In an
economically backward country
the proletariat can arrive at
povver earlier than in a
capitalistically advanced one,

. 'The Russian revolution
creates the conditions under
which the power can (and in the
event of a succaessful ravolution
must] ba transfarred to the pro-
letariat, even before the policy of
bourgecis liberalism recaives the
opportunity of unfolding its
talent for governmaents to its
fullest axtent.”

What Trotsky explained was
that in its immediate tasks tha
HRussian revolution was a
bourgecis revolution. This meant
it had to sclve all the problems
taken on by the ciassical
bourgecis revalutions like the
Franch revolution of 1793,

But the Russian capitalist
class was anti-revolutionary. It
could not solve the agrarian and
democratic needs of the old
capitalist revolution, in fact it
was absolutely hostila to tham.
Only the working class could
laad tha fight for such demands,
but a victorious proletariat would
of course not stop at gatting
these demands.

Such aims for the working
class could only lead it on
towards its own goals and
therefora the Russian revolution
would not stop at the bourgeois
democratic stage but would ba
permanent in character.

But for Trotsky and the
Bolshaviks that was only a part
of the theory. The other part
rested on the understanding that
the productive forces of
capitalism have long outgrown
their national limits. As
capitalism has spillad over its na-
tional boundarias and enterad its
imparialist stage, it is utopian to
imagine that socialism can ba
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constructed within those na-
tional boundaries that even
capitalism finds an intolarable
rastriction.

The Russian revelution
therefore was not an end in and
of itsalf. For tha Bolsheviks ‘the
chain had broken at its weakest
link’. But for that link to healthily
survive, it was dependant on the
extenszion of tha revolution on a
world scale, particularly to the
metropolitan countries of
western Europa.

Only the revolutionary marx-
ists undarstood that, Just as
they had been the only people to
understand that the objective
conditions in Russia, like the
waaknass of the capitalist class;
the revolutionary charactar of
the peasant question and the op-
pressed nations; and the specific
social weight of the working
class would produce a situation
where the workers would have
the chance to take power.

These conditions produced
the revolutionary situation of
1917. They could not, however.
on thair own guarantee the suc-
cess of the revolution. That suc-
cess depended on the axistence
of a party: the Bolshavik Party of
Lenin to be pracise.

In all previous revolutions
new forms of property have
developed in the womb of the
old society and thesa naw pro-
perty forms have generated a
new class with its own
spokespersons, leaders, and its
own parties,

But the working people are in
a different position. In no socie-
ty. axcept in @ workers' state,
does the working class hold the
powar. Undear capitalism it
delegates its authority to people
who rule on its behalf.

But they rule in the interests
of capitalism, not on behalf of
the workers they allagadly repre-
sent. Unlike the rising
bourgacisie who owned enter-
prises and businesses under
feudalism and tharafore ac-
cumulatad power and wealth,
the working class does not rule
and control its own means of
production under capitalism,

For many years the removal
of tsarism had been a nacessary
condition of tha Russian
aconomy and cultural life was to
advance. However, the forcas
for the removal of this outdated
feudal-type monarchy were in-
sufficiant. :

The capitalists feared the
revolution, dreading the thought
of unieashing the anger and
wrath of the new proleteriat and
the giant mass of the peasantry.
The intellectuals had always
turned to the peasantry and
baliaved that the ‘deed’ would in-
spire the revolt, and as a conse-
gquence, the cream of tha Rus-
sian intellagentsia wasted itself
in haroic terrorism.

The Bolsheviks began anew.
They saw that tha way to
unleash that powarful farce in
tha countryside was through the
workers. The 1905 revolution in
its defeat had pointad the way to
the victories of 1917.

it had demonstrated the
power of the young Russian pro-
letariat. It hes shown that new
forms of powar axisted called
Soviats, which had been spon-
tansously created by the
workers.,

T,

lighting a beacon of revolutionary hope and inspiration across
n the direction of Russia and the more conscious and more militant

the Russian revolution happenad and how it was

By combining the struggles of
the workers and peasants, and
by championing tha causs of all
the oppressed paoples and
minorities, the Bolsheviks by
1917 had become a truly national
party in the sensa that it
represanted the overwhelming
majority of the population. What
is more it, and it alone,
understood that victory was only
poseible if the masses followed
tha road of proletarian revolu-
tion.

Sixty-five yaars later the main
lessons of that first great suc-
cessful revolution are still thara
to be learned from. It showed in
dramatic from that it is only tha
massas that make revolutions,
Only when they are convinced
that things cannot carry onin
the old way, and they step into
the arena of palitics can a revolu-
tian take place.

The tasks confronting the
mass of the people when they go
along the paths of revolutionary
insurrection and start seeking
power are political. But for years
they have bean preciuded from
politics and decision-making and
tharafore cannot have an in-
dependent revolutionary thaory
and revolutionary strategy to
achieva thair aims.

Yat these are essential for
revolutions to be successful. The

_key to the success of the Rus-

sian revolution was the
undarstanding that it was not a
capitalist democratic revolution
but @ combination of tha
bourgeois revolution and the pro-
letarian ravolution, and therefore
the revolution had to be perma-
rent in character, both nationally
and internationaily.

Such a theory is not reached
spontaneously. It reguires study,
discussion and analysis and
therefore requiras consclous in-
tellectual application by in-
dividuals arganisad in a party,

Once the Bolsheviks were
clear about the character of tha
revolution they took thae lagical
and practical step of construc-
ting a workers' state based on
the soviets, the most democratic
political organisations yet
created. There is no road to
socialism without the existence
of democratically run workers’
councils [soviets) and thasa are
the only real alternative to the
state created by capitalism. The
Bolsheviks had learned that by
the actions of the massas in the
dress-rehearsal of 190G, and the
party consciously set out to base
the new workers' state on tha
soviets.

Tha intarnationalism of the
Bolshaviks is well illustrated by
just one of their many actions.
Anyone arriving in Russia after
the revelution had immediate
rights to Russian citizenship and
the right to vote immediately. To
the Bolsheviks, the Russian
revolution neaded the support of
avery worker and for evary
worker it had to be their interna-
tional homeland. What a con-
trast this practical interna-
tionalism to the actions of
miserable right-wing Labour
leaders who introduced immigra-
tions laws.

The lessons of October 1217
are still as relevant today as they
were 5 yaars ago. No revolu-
tionary socialist party can hope
to lead a successful struggle for
power in the advancad coun-
tries, unless it has absorbed and
undarstood those lessons.
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Above Trotsky. Lenin and
Kamenav. Top r:'?f:r tha storming
of the Winter Palace. Below the
masses taka t¢ the streets as
Russia takes the path to
revolution.

Sociallst Challenge 5 November 1982
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y Bill Alder, National Union of Hosiery and

nitwear Workars — NUHKW — Mansfield
nd Sutton District

HE MYTH that women workers can't be militant
2s taken another knock on the head. 420 women at
ie. Maridian garmant factory in Bolsover, North
arbyshire, have now been out on strike for mora
ian a fortnight.

Meridian is part of the
ultinational  giant  Cour-
ulds  Ltd. ~which  selis
irments and hosiery under a
imiber of well known brand
imes — Wolsey, Lyle and
oft, Kayser Bondor. Like
o5t multinationals Cour-

taulds puts the living stan-
dards of its workers at the
very bottom of the list of
pFII'JTJ‘l]L'F

For some iime manage-
ment at the Bolzover i'm:m?'
have been trying to whittle

SKINNER:

Centralise all
the struggles’

o
e
. A
it s 2t

h':. 1 1*._
= St aaan SEF

N.U.M

irther redundancias.

000 SCOTTISH workers came down to Lon-
on last Tuasday 26 October to demonstrate
gainst unemployment and threatenad closure
1 coal, steel and the mines. It has bean called
y the Triple Alliance. Dennis Skinner focussed
he mood of the demonstrators bent on
ighting the Tory government. He brought the
ouse down in a speech punctuated
nroughout with cheers and ovations. His
sception was in sharp contrast to that given
v Michael Foot. Here are extracts from his

peech.
IVERY victory we've Parliament and we
ver won for our class has shouldn't be  mealy-

een won from outside mouthed about it. (2

ocialist Challange 5 November 1962 paga 8

workers

S A

away the money the women
earn on their prece-raies, The
current sirike has come as a
rezult of company ‘time and
mation’ men irving 1o retime
wamens' jobs as-a means of
culting the established piece
rate for particular jobs. The
WOMEn's TCSpOnse was (o
walk ont.

The sirike has now been
made official by the workers
union — the National Union
of Hosiery and  Knitwear
Waorkers, The picket hipe 15
now maintained 24 hours a
day after management tried 1o
sneak work aut of the factary
in the middte of the night,

have to get a Labour
Government which carries
our these wishes in prac-
tice. We need more of this
ROFL of exira-
parhiamentary activity.

‘Last week we had
strikes on  seperate days.
We had a water workers
strike one day, a telecom-
munications  sirike  on
another, then a health
strike and then “a steel
strike. Why the hell
doesn't the TUC get these
strikes together on one.

‘IF we did thar we'd

Limon lorry. drivers  have
refused to cross the picket and
the management has now
resarfed o using nop-union
scah lorry and van drivers,

Morale

The women's morale s
good but they need financial
SUpport, as no strike benefit
haz been  received  ver,
Socialist Challenge  has
always pomted  ouwt that
women do not work for pin
money, bul because  their
waﬂfc iz a vital part of their
and their families income.

Denniz Skinner

«  TRIPLE ALLIANGE
NUR I5IC

frighten the living
daylights out of the Fleet
St editors and Thatcher.
We would be showing that
the real power lies with
you, the wealth crearors,
You are the people who
make this country tick.

‘We have to dedicate
ourselves to smashing the
Tebbit law outside parlia-
ment.

I say to Michael Foor
and Ian Mortimer. From
now on, lel’s campaign
against the Tornes. We
want 1o more nonsense

always pointed out  that
wamen do not work for pin
maney; huat  because - their
walge is g ovital parl of their
a.::j their familics” income:

The  Meridian women
have shown that by siriking.
Eeaders should recognise it by
rushing donations and
messdges of support to:

Mastonal Union of Hosiery
and Knitwear Waorkers, Not-
finghaen  North Dhstrict, 50
Church 5P,
MNovts,

g Buastord,

- - = 2. e ¥ = r Y = 2 s i '.- = ; B -
\ne thousand Scotltish sup;:anm of the Tripla Allfance (made up of miners, stesl and rail unions) march in Londan 1o wern against

aboutl trying Lo drive peo-
ple out of the Labour Par-
t¥. We haven't got the time
and energy to spend on
this. We have 1o go from
this meeting to campaign
to get rid of the Tories; to
campaign for a 35 hour
week: cshorter working
hours; we need a better life
for pensioners; to get out
of the Common Market
and o gel nid of croise
missiles. Let's go from
this meeting 10 dedicate
ourselves to the most im-
portant tendency of all —
the unemployed tendency,

Sheldon engineers
show way on CND

This motion is for consideration by the
Mational Confersnce of the AUEW in
1983 and was passed at the meeting of
Sheldon Branch on Friday 22 October
1982,

1. That the MNational Committee in-
structs the Executive Council to
organise a day of all-out action on
Hiroshima Day 1983 as part of a Euro-
pean wide protest against Trident and
the stationing of Cruise missiles in
Europe;

2. And further, to encourage all links
with European Engineering waorkers to
this end.

3. To work with the Labour Party NEC to
back this action in conjunction with the
TUC.

4. To give aid, through the Youth Sec-
tion of the AUEW, for building support
for Young CND groups in the Engineer-
ing industry.

Furthar, that the National Committee
notas that the last Labour Party con-
ference wvoted for unilateral nuclear
disarmament by a majority of more than
two thirds and therefore calls for a
policy of not only ending Britain's
nuclear role but also withdrawing from

Revolution out
now!

A new copy of Revolution is out. It's a
socialist paper for youth with supporters

in the unions, Labour Party Young
Socialists, and schools and colleges all
over Britain. We are fighting alongside
the health workers in the Youth CND
and everyone taking action against the
Tories and their policies. And wewantto
boot out the Tories in the Labour Party
too — like Dennis Healey and John
Golding. _

At the LPYS national conference it
fought to get backing for YCND, to get
the hundreds of activists in Youth CND
to come together and fight the introduc-
tion of Cruise and Trident in a united
way.

Revolution also campaigned to get
the ¥S out onto the picket lines of health
workers to build support in every city to
bring down the Tories.

And for our pains we've just had a
nice letter from Jim Mortimer asking us
to register.

The newpaper covers the fight
against the witch-hunt and is against the
Torias at home and abroad. There is a
page feature on the Middle East.
coverage of the war in Central America,
a centrespread on Poland and a letter on
Iran. There are also articles on fighting
sexism, women at work, black libera-
tion. All this for 20 pence. Get your copy
now.
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a Spanish

By Phil Hearse

‘POR ELCAMEIQ' — for a changa — was a cen-
tral slogan of the Spanish Socialist Party's
election campaign. The Spanish people have
responded massively to that thamea — that only
the Socialist Party (PSOE) had the possibility of
providing change. In giving Socialist leader
Felipe Gonzalez a huge victory (201 of the 350
saats in the Cortez] they have completely
redrawn the political map of Spain.

But the irony ia that fundamental change is
ona thing thet they are unllkely to get, for
Fellpa Gonzalez did not even promisa it in his

election pollcies.

The election was a
disaster for the govern-
ment Pﬂﬂg. the conser-
vative UCD. Even the
mc minister  Calvo

o, lost his seat. They
were squeszed by the rise
of the hard right Popular
Alliance, led Manuel
Fraga, who won 105 seats
and 25 per cent of the vate.
In effect the ultra-right
Fraga has succeeded in
making the AP the main
Eprr.jr of the right, eclipsing

15 more moderate rivals.

The Communist Party
(FCE) also suffered an
electoral  disaster, losin
twa-thirds of its vates an
SCeing its representation in
parhament fall from 23 to

3 Gonzalez has gone out
of his way Lo provide

guarantees to  Spain's
rulers that he is going to
alter nothing fundamen-
tal. The democratisation
rocess in Spain since the
all of Franco has evolved
an unstable compromise
between the ‘democratic’
parties and crucial sectors
of the ald Francoist state
apparatus who remain en-
trenched in the army and
stale bureaucracy. Gon-
zalez’s first promise was to
do nothing to purge the
Francoist hard-liners —
the hundreds of officers
who sympathised with the
attempted military coup in
1981, and who have been
implicated in coup-plots
subsequently.
The PSOE has talked
about the army as ‘the
representation of popular

soversigney”
‘guarantor

taking office (six weeks
away) many Spaniards will
be distinctly nervous about
the army,

But given the
Socialists® overwhelming
victory it seems unlikely
that the army would make
a move. The crucial thing
15, however, that the hard-
line army right wingers are
still there, ready to move
at a time of crisis.

_ Gonzalez has pledged
hiz support to the ‘anti-
terrorist’ legislation in the
Basque country, and will
make no concessions o
the demands for self-
determination in the Bas-
que country and other na-
tions of the Spanish state.

Jobs

On the economic front
Gonzaler has promised an
exira 800,000 jobs in four
years. If achieved, that
would only bring down the
unemployment rare from
16 per cent to 12 per cent.
But even this modest ob-
jective is unlikely to be at-
tained.

H

and ~ the
aof constitu-
tional rule’. During the in-
terim period between Gon-
zalez's election and  his

The PSOE promises
only one nationalisation
— sectors of the electricity
supply industry. Despite
the fﬁght of capital from

Spain before the clections,
Gonzalez will do nothing
to touch the assets of
Spain’s wltra-right wing
bankers.

Recently Gonzalez has
opened a polemic against
French socialist leaders
Mitterand accusing him of
being the representative of
a too-ideological
‘socialism’, too dogmatie,
too left wing.

Given the extent of the
eCONOmIc  recession  in
Spain it is difficult to see
how the PSOE, with its

open  espousal of
economic liberalism, can
begin to solve the

economic problems of the
Spanish workers.

Unlike the Communist
FParty, the PSOE did not
even put forward a pro-
posal for legalised abor-
tign — a burning question
of democratic rights in a

country where hundreds
of women die cach year
after  back-street  abor-
LHOns.

The main change ex-
pected from the PSOE vic-
tory is on foreign palicy.
The Socialists will organise
a referendum on Spanish
member of NATO, which
they oppose. But Gonzalez
is precise: “We have never
been opposed to NATO.
What we are against is
Spain’s joining NATO,
which is different.” And he
mmsists; ‘we are in no
hurry”.

Collapse

That could be taken as
the motto of the PSOE
leadership. Despite all the
talk. of change the
‘socialism’ of Gonzalez is
the ‘socialism’ of Denis
Healey,

Why then has the vote
of the Communist Party
collapsed? For several
years the PCE has been in
a state of political and

El Salvador regime under attack

By Toni Gorton

AS TOP US official, Fred Ikls. arrived in the
capital of El Salvador on 27 October, six guer-
rilfa bombs exploded plunging the whols city
into darkness. This dramatically demonstrated
the flatest stage of the new palitical and

military offensive by thae liba

In the past 20 days of
fighting, the FMLN, the
revolutionary guerrilla ar-
my savs that 403 govern-
ment  froops - have been
killed or wounded and 119
have been captured. Traf-
fic on all main routes |

5
been reduced o a trickle;
wilh ¢ s-of trocks and
b i to. the
Businesses king the

junia destroved.

Much ol the province
of Usuluian Tas been
without power for thre
weeks after pylons were
IjC.‘-:"I'!'g.':'I'_!

In Britain, the Labour
Party has con
visit ' of . El i vador’s
Foreign: . Minister, . Fidel
Chavez Mena, in Lond
to talk to the Tory For
Secrerary.

Jim. Mortimer, Laboit
Party - general  secretan
said that ‘rhe visit appe
to be an atempt o
the support of a Eurog
government for anm inier
nationally discredired
ezime, which refuzes 1o
negotiale u political solu-
tion to the civil war in El
Salvador.’

In another blow &l the
murderous junta ruling in
El Salvador, the United
MNations has been exposed
as being unable and un-

ration forces
; Lo pF

ing  the appalling  condi-
tions in their country,

in. Honduras and
up-io 30,060 hom
El Szlvador itself ;

ding 1o Oxfam,
O one hand the TN
that * Honduran

guihorntics  are
decess 10 wval

145 00 e otheT,
r aii

Canadian  relief
that -the

¢ claimed
] : seribusly
understafied in the border

area and the reception cen-
tres. for = réceiving new
refugees: facked acdeguate
facilittes.

The Americans are get-
ting uneasy abou i
press that the regim
ting and: have laid de
the law — a little,

The U5 ambassador to
El Salvador, Dedne
Hinton, -has warned the
regime - that  unpunished
murders and kidnappings
tied ‘to some clements - of
the security  forces™ “were
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The dapartments under FMLN control.

endangering LIS support,

'ne "blunt  laneus
Seems 10 be a respons
the diplomatic offensiv
the | i

s i
part the stink  tha
has been made world wide
overthe arrest of eight well
known fipures inthe FDR,

the polifical wing of the
EdiLN
The new Suocial

Democratic povernment in
Sweden sent a letter 1o El
Salvador expressing great
concern over- the abdue-
tion and disappearance of
g large number of opposi-
tion politicians and calling

for—all parties. 1o hegin
negotiation ifi

solution o the conflicr.
‘Meither mernal con-
fidence nor exlernal sup-

pOTh can ] YINC NCDC
in the absence of an effec-
five oy 1 of «craminal
justice®said Hinton. This

was a reminder that the US
ds ‘oul’ more rhan

in’ military and

economic aid this vear,

The liberation - forces
are now holding 20 towns
and villages in
Chaltegnango, the north
eastern provinee of
Morazan and the eastern

Miguel,

provinee of San g
[he *Arc of Liberiy’ now
stretehes some SO0 sguare
miles along the Honduran
haorder northeast of Sun
Salvadoro and the FMLEN
tepping up its efforts 1o
widen iif.

to the El
Cam-

¥ ] ableto the
El Salvador Solidarity Cam-
paign, and send 1o 29 Is]
ingron Park Street, London
N1 1el 01-359 2270, Detsils of
the [4 May Labour Move-
megnl - Conference Trom the
same address.

organisational crisis. The
‘Eurocommunist®  direc-
tion taken by party leader
Carrilla led the PCE to en-
dorse the various social
contracts, notably the
Moncloa pact, which im-
posed walg,e restraint.

Equally the PCE has
been a party of ‘law and
order T rather than
workers' militancy, endor-
sing the repressive police
measures against Basgue
nationalists.

In this situation, its
policies have often seemed

none-too-different  from
those of PSOE,
In Catalonia,

hustorically a stronghold
of workers' militancy, the
PSUC — the Catalonian
CP — was in 1981 cap-
tured by quasi-Stalinist
factions who opposed the
Eurccommunist  policies
of the Madrid leadership.
The recapture of the
PSUC by pro-Carrillo
militants led to a split of
8000 worker militants to
form their own party,

T
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Many former Com-
munist voters will have
voted for the PSOE as a
‘useful® wvote, a wvote
capable of resolving the
matn guestion of who was
going (o form the govern-
ment. This is cxactly what
happened last year in
France, with CP voters
giving their mandate to
Mitterand.,

_The Spanish workers
will get nothing out of the
viclory of Gonzalez except
ausierity measures impos-
ed by a *Socialist’ govern-
ment. Indeed the PSOE
comes (o power at a time
of profound downturn in
the strength of the workers
movement. Because of the
recession and unemploy-
ment the unions have lost
more than half of their
members since 1978, This
has “Earlicuiarly affected
the Workers Commissions
— the pro-CP trade union
federation. The
beneficiaries have been the
UGT, the pro-socialist
union federation.

Result

How then should we
assess the overall meaning
of the PSOE victory?
Unable to go forward on
the economic front, faced
with all the problems that
recession inevitably brings
the working class, the
Spanish  workers have

' reached for a governmen-

{al solution to their pro-
blems. The middle class
have reacted by con-
solidating the hard right
Thatcherite-Reaganile AP
led by Fraga.

The Socialist experi-
ment can only result in
disillusionment for the
workers. The danger is
that Gonzaler's failure will
ultimately become Fraga's
victory. Revolutionaries in
Spain have the lask of con-
tinuing to fight for real
socialist policies to solve
the crisis, to build a left
wing alternative to
‘socialist” austerity.

Defend the
Sandinista

revolution

By Toni Gorton

FOLLOWING the diplomatic success achioved
by the revolutionary government of Nicaragua
in getting onto the UN security council. the
USA is trying to cover its hostile Intentions
towards this small Centrel American country.

The US has complained
Newswesk magazina,

via an article in
that their efforts to

simply harass and undermine the Nicaraguan

government has got ‘out

f hand’ with

the

recruitment of former Somoza troops into the
US backed and trained counter-revolutionary

forces.

US attempts to d

A

isazsociate itseif from

responsibility for the thousands of armed men

it has put in military

camps in Honduras.

Florida and California must strike 8 warning
ball for the-safety of the revolution,

The Nicara
been on Ml m
for over a

unier revoly

S INCrE3sed

border  witl i
1981 and
1982 US military
violated
aguan airspace on 40
5. The CIA was
£19m. specifical

tacks on Nicaragua and
development  loans have
been  blocked < by - the
Redgan administration
Mewsweek gives details
of the military plans
against Micaragua which,
it says. are directed by the
US ambassador to Hon-
duras, John Negroponte

Socielist Challenge 5 Novembaer 19582

s and 20 Areent
advisors.

ve also been draws
the ereation  of
-man paramiil

Any military interven-
Jtp Nicaragua
hreci responsibility

n and his henchimen
CIA, Any pretence
Somocistas have
ken over is-utter Balde
dash, Nicaragna

YOUr support now.

For - further information

CL the MNicar
Sodldarity Campaien, . i
Compton Teérraee, London

NI Tel 01-226 6747,
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Scotland

ABERDEEN: 5C uvailuble 2r Haor-
towi books, King 8t For mare info
|in€ Hill R 284
EDINBURGH: SC  sold  Thur
4155.150m Bus Staton, SioAR-
drews Square and botiom of Waserly
Hepd 430530 Sar 11.30-2peni Bast
End, Princes 8. Also nvailable from
1at May Books, or Better Booki, For-
rest R Mare infa on Jecal activity
from SC cio Box 6 Isr May
Batksbop, Caadlsmaker Row.
GLASGOW: 50 wales every Thar/Tr
4,305, 30mm a2 Centeal Siation. Alio
available &t Barretls; Byres Rd: Clyde
| Books, High 8 Glosgow Bookshop
Cullective, Cregswell Lane; Hope
Streer Boak Centre,

HAMILTON. 5C  sale every Snt
L=Spm dulside  Safewny, shoppiag
etblre.:. For more infe asaract Johe
Fausd, 53 Blior Crescent, Hamilion or
Faul Yousgson, |& Forrest Creseent,
Humilias

Wales

BANGODR: San 10-12 town cantre,
CARDIFF: svery Sat in Bule Town
103012 Also availatile 1-0-8 Baoks,
Safiabury Hosd.

MNEWPORT: every Sat in roawn centre
11-12.30

PONTYPRIDD: 5C sales evary Sal
ounside Oipers Market 11-1pan,
PORT TALBOT: Sat 1lnm-Ipm
Eows contre,

SWANSEA: 5O sales aumaide Conap,
Uslurd B, |lnm-1pm, Saturdays.

England

BATH: 5C um sale or 1985 Basks,
Lendon Koad, ard Satardavs 2pmee
Jpm maiside the Roman Baths, Phoos
20098 for mare details.
BIRKEMHEAD: 50 on sule m
Labour Club, Cleveland st, Thar
nightsl it precioo  ooslde . Lits
Uewoonds, Sat 1102,
EIRMINGHAM: 5C on szle as The
Ramp, Fri 430-5.80, 533 104, Fuor
mare infa phane G43-5904,
BOLSOVER: Cros Keys, svery Fri
S0om, Blusksdl 3 100
BRADFORD: SC ar Fourth [dea
Baokshop, 14 Ssuthgate,
BRISTOL: 5C ar sads 11-1, *Hale in
Graund', Havmaskel, More info Bay
2, et Fullmarks, 110 Chelrenhary
Rd. Montpelier, Bristed &
BURNLEY: 5C on sale cvery Sal
W-B&Inm St James Si.

¥: S0 avadlable from
“’t&r Backshop.
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: 5 sals in
Tinwe Square, Sad 10301, Mpm.
HUDDEREFIELD: 5C sald Sa
lam-lpm, The Piazza. SC also
available 8t Peaceworks.
LEEDS: Sal 11-1 at lands Lane
Pedesiriaa Previnct ond 10, 30-12.00
&1 Headingly Arndale Centre. Carngr
Bueakshop, Weadhouse Lane,
LIVERPOOL/ BIRKENHEAD: 5
sold In Birkentcad Precine, sutiide
Linttewoods, Sag 1l-13nm nnd Liver-
peal, Charch St, sarside Top Shag,
5a1 12-Tpm
MANCHESTER 5C sold 11-1pm Sat
at OLDHAM outside the Yorkshire
Bark, High 5t at BURY in the shop-
pisg precinct-asd ar Metra Baoks: at
BOLTON in the towm centre: and i
MANCHEETER &t Gorfom and
Dranylesden markets §1ams-12.30 Suzs
ind - at Grassrools and  Percivaly
Bondkshop, Tel (61-2136 4904 far fur-
®er info.
MAMNGFIELD: Fri Y4pm, Stockwel|
aabe Hag MLML12 Westpate, Four
wasaes Shooping  Cenire St
03013

VEWCASTLE; 50 on sale svery Sas
l-lpm ouinide  Fenwdeks.  Alsg
reniizhle a; Dave of Hope hookskiog,
¥exigate Rd, Every Fffrl-.y outside
srwiensitlo Universing between 1-2 and
minide Mewesmile Polytechnic bet
ween 121 every ) s

IOTTINGHAM; 5C sold every Sa:
gslgbm Slatr Syuare. For info phone

It

ILDHAM; 5C sald svery Saturday
utssde Yorkshive Bark, High Sizeet,
urmare information about o s
vities. Tel. 063-682 5151,

Vhats left

ATEE for What's Latt. bp por word
" £4 per cel inch, Deadiine: noan
Bt prior to publicetion. Paymaa in
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Where you can
buy Socialist
Challenge

OXFORD: 5C sold Fri 12-2pm o
side Kings Armi and every S
L3112 io Cormmarker.
BHEFFIELD: 5C on rale Thirsday,
Pond 51, 4:30-6pm; Satitrday,
Fargate 1.30-12_3mm,
SOUTHAM 5 0w wale Snp
Ttz 12 noan & Above Bar Post 0.
lice (Shopping Precinci).
STAFFORD: 50 o Sale Marker 5q
Emt linchatime,

STOCKPORT: 5 sld every Satur
day, - Ipm, Mesey Way, 'Can be
delivered werkly: phone 4H3 500G
tevening), 236 d508 [dayh,

London

BRENT: 5C sold Willesden Jupction
Thur 4.300m,

EALING: 5C suld Thur, Ealing
Bromdway whe, $-fnm

EMFIELD: 50 a1 Melwans newsageiis,
London Rd, Enficld Town,
HACKNEY: 5C on sals on esdares
theosghont -~ Hackney, —w public
mectings, and local faciories, Coa-
Bt ws e PO Bos 38, 138 Kingsland
High 8t, Londan ER 2MF or phone
Megan or fohp az 3508284,
HILLINGDON:  5C.  aold Fri,
4.30-530 8t Lixbradye - tube statian:
Sab L1 30-12,3) i shopping precine,
Unbridpe.

HOUNSLOW: 5C sold  outside
Hopunslow East tube, every Wed
5156, 15pm,

ISLINGTON: Every Fri, 8.15-0am a1
Haotloway Road lube and Highbury
tabe.

KILBURN: 5C sales every Sat, 10am
in_ Kilhorn Sguase, and Thursday
&.300m ar Queens Park Lube.
LAMBETH: 50 soll Thur and Fri
evenngs and Thur mareisgs satside
Eixlon tube.

NEWHAM: 50 sold Sat Jlam e
no, n8 Rl Mkt Uplon Park.
PADDHNGTON: 50 wld ai Par
tobello Rd markst Sat at nogn
WEMBLEY: 50 sules Fri £.4%m af
Morth Wembley BR Srarios,

Bookshops

BANGOR: - Raintows, Halyhesd
Raoad, Upper Bangor, Gwymedd,
BRADFORD: Fonmb 1dea Book-

g‘;ﬁi“ Snndgare.

a HTON: The Pubdic House, Lis-
tle Preston 5t

BRISTOL: Fullmarks, |10 Chelrene-
ham #d, Bristol &.

BIRMINGHAM: Other Bookshon,
137 Digheth, Blrmingham,
DURHAM: Durham (iy Coop
Booishap, B5a Mew Elvel, . -
il;l:ﬂs?n; South Esses Bonkshap, 135

rent,
MILTON KEYNES: Cakical Books,
10% Charch Sireer, Wolverton.
.P‘?!FDR-D: EQA Booki, 34 Cowley

LEICESTER: Blackihormn Boaks, 70
Hagh 52. Leioesier, and V Kariz, $34
London Rd, Leicemer.
LIVERPOOL: Mews from MNowlere,
100 Whitechapel, Liverpoal L1
LONDON: Central Boaks, 37 Graye
Ian Rd: Coliets, Choring Cross Rd,
Wi Baoks, Brixten and
Charlote Si Kilbumn - Bookshop,
Eilowren H Road, NWE
Bookplace, Peckham High %, SEi%;
Books Plas, Lewsham; Balham
Food Co-op; Housmans, § Cnledo-
mian Fd, MI; Co lam, Camden
Town WWI O, Kentish Town;
Mew Rencan, Seven Sisters R, MN4;
The Other Bookshop, 338 Upper 31,
NI Bookmarks, Soven Sisters B,
N4 Centerprine, 126 Kingsland High
5t EH: Dillons, QMO Page One,
E15; The Other Beakshap, 328 Up-
per B, NI Reading Matbers, Wood
Giresn - next t0 Saimsbury's; Village
Booaki, Sreatham; Tethrie Boaks,
Claphan; Paperbuck Centee, Brixe
tom; Orhval tubs kiosk; Shakel Boaks,
A6 High 31, Southull,

PORT TALBOT:  MeConvilles
Newsagena, Searlen Road.

N’ GHAM: Mushioom Hooks,
Heatheote 52, Hockley-
SOUTHAMPTON: fciaher Boaks,
Cinsdow Boodd.

SUNDERLAND: The Ceallrith Arg
Gallery Bookshop, Grange Terrace.
YORK: Commnunity Bealks, Walk.
Bate.

NON-STOP PICKET out-
side South Africa Housae,
Trafalgar Square nasds
you/your delagation to
tome on w regular basis.
Please phone Amandia
(1-405 4438 and hook your
dates.  Free gl ‘South
Africah prisoners. Sup-
portthe Liberation Strig
gla in South Africe,

ettty s

THE BRITISH ECONOMY is in a dreadful state.

For working people it certainly is. But not for

For some the capitalist economy is boom-
ing like never before. Britain's banks have
never had a government they liked so much.

The British banking
system i5on a scale which,
apart from: the oil in-
dustry, totally dwarfs the
rest-of the economy. One
British bank alone,
Barclay's, in 198], made
maore profit than the entire
private hanking svstem of
West Germany put
{ogether!

S0 enormous are the
British banks in fact
that they make more
profit than all the other
private banks of the
EEC combined.

While British industry
has been crashing into the
red the hanks have been
booming as never before.
In 1979, the [ist yesr of
Thatcher’s govéernment, the
Big Four clearing banks
pre-tax profils spared by
43 percent to stand at =3
record £1.56 billion.

Despite the small cuts
in interest rates in the
following vear they con-
tinued 1o stand at £1.46
billion. In 1981 they leapt
to £1.68 billion,

The bank profits wind-
fall tax of £316 million in
1981 was a flea-bite, hoth

Smiley’s People

IT'S AMAZING! When
yvou really wapnt to do
something,  you can. |
missed episode two, and
barcly made it back from
Stoke  Newington  to
Poplar to catch the last
one. But Tdid it — [ saw
‘Smiley’s People’ from the
beginmng, more or less, 1o
Ena.

. It was worth it just to
join in  the discussions
afterwards © ‘Mo, the
lighter was Smiley's
Anne gave it to old George
— that's why Karla set up
Haydon, to have an affair
with Smiley’s wife.*
= I must sav Karla was a
1t dizappointing. He
looked like a pamdgy of the
KGB hatchet man. Other-
wisc  (though definitely
ideologically unsound) it
was wonderful. I wanted
each episode to go on for
an hour longer.

Old Smiley had
idenlogical problems toa
— and that was the heart
of 1. The British ruling

because it was so low and
because it did not touch
wide sectors of the bank-
g system. And to meet
the cost the banks simply
increased their charges.

This bBank finance has
tol been used in any major
way lo promare jobs by
crealmg indusiry.. In
Japan i 1974-78 around
15 percent of the national
ECONOMY  was in  bank
loans to industry. In West
Germany it was eight per-
cent. In  Britain  only
around three percent went
mto industrial loans.

Oil

The banks are involved
however in two  boom
areas of the economy. One
is North Sea Oil — Bri-
tain’s most profitahble in-
dustry — but which
creates virtually no major
number of jobs.
...The second is in
induserial leasing. This is
used by industrial com-
panics _f‘requenti;.r as an
alternative to capital spen-
ding themselves. Britain's

class is more than a bit
‘idenlogically unsound® —
a bit unsteady on their pins
at the moment. Poor old
George has to find his way
through the tangle of red
herrings, and his moral
path through the thickets;
of the British establish-
ment — now choked with
the ‘new breed' brcug}]lzl
up in the shadow of the
CIA.

To make these dilem-
mas more obvious
everybody was played to
the edge of caricature. In
this; the series was faith{ul
to  the book, which I
understand was written for
the =eries well oiled
whiels within wheeals, But
the drunken Connie being
harried by George 1o get
her MEmMory going;
Smiley’s dismissal of his
first and only love Annc
{who has given up her rac-
ing drivers and wanls to
settle down) all this was o
bit cruds, -

All the ambiguities in

e
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Britain’s banks lend twice as much as any othar.
Bank profits 1981-82

BRITAIN'SBIG BANKS

Barclays

£ million

MNational Westminster

Lioyd's
Standard and Charterad
Midland
Royal Bank of Scotland

tax laws allow firms leas-
ing cut equipmient to claim
percent capital
depreciation against tax.
The result was that in
1980. in decpening in-

By Brian Heron

Havdon's “betrayal’ of his
country. coupled with
Anne's  ‘betraval’ with
Haydon — all the fine tun-
ing was missing. The pro-
blems are neatly packaged
now. George is the only
goody lell.

Still, something of the
old aroma lingered on.
Karla and Smiley, lwo old
knights from the looking
glass war, each in turn
brought low by their
courtly wirtues (Smiley
overlooked the ‘mole” for
s long because he was en-
tangled with Anne; Karla
only wants ‘the Best” for
his errant daughter). There
they were, staring at each
other across what EP
Thompson calls the central
fracture in world: politics,
the German border.

Both old. Both from
another time.  Karla was
one of Stalin’s monks. A
remorseless bulcher in the
name of an abstraction.
We can puess his revolsion
at the-time-serving, flabby

dustrial recession, and
when the prafits of the rest
of indusiry were plummet-
ting, the leasing subsidiary
of the Midland Bank in-
creased its post-tax profits

wavs ‘of the  post-
Khrushchev bureaucrais.
Yet Le Carré is acufe
enough to supgest Karla's
vision is stronger -than
Smiley’s.

They meet in the "30s
while Britain is presiding
over its decaying Indian
Empire. And Smiley's cer-
rainties dissolve into dust.
He loses. The Eritish rul-
ing class loses. Even the
horrific  monstrosity  of
Stalin's Russia cannot ex-
tinguish the spark of a new
soclety. a new hope for
humanity that s worth
every sacrifice.

Snriley’s People
reduces the collision bet-
ween two social systems to
the contest bBefween two
individuals — both out of
time und place. We are
warned to be sad or
understanding — bur in
the end we' mre all in-
dividuals, “and  all in-
dividuals are’ the same.

There are no victories or

By John Ross

from £52 million to £58
million.

The leasing subsidiary
of Barclays's increased
profits by 26 percent in the
SEINE year,

The banks are ahove
all internalional opera-
tions and were the tremen-
dous painers from the
abolition of exchange von-
trols by the Thatcher
government  in 1979
Midland Bank interna-
tional division increased
profits by 30 percent in a
single year,

Slogan

Lioyd's Bank Interna-
tional increased profits by
122 percent in the first six
manths of 1981 compared
1o 1980,

Barclay’™s in 1980,
became  the first major
European bank to raise
money on the New York
stock exchange.

When Labour con-
siders its programme for
1982 one of the top items
on the list should be Lo

take control of these
tremendous financial in-
stitutions.

‘Nationalise the banks’
is one of the oldest slogans
of the labour movement.
In Brilain il iz more rele-
vant than anvwhere else!

defeats any more.

“You've won, George,'
says Peter Guillam  as
Karla is driven away by
British Intelligence. ‘Yes®
says George, I suppose [
have.’

But, of course, he
hasn't. There will be no
recognition.  All Smiley
has done is tidy up the few
loose ends of the previous
cold war, the better to get
on with the new one.

It's this new one thar
Smiley doesn’t  unders-
tand. The old ruling class
values cannotl comprehend
it. Public school ‘lovaly’
and ‘decency’ are not
necessary o de-stabilise
the Chilean economy, or
manufacture torture
machines for Phillipine
government.

But then  Smilev will
never understand, inan in-
creasingly bewildering
world, that the collapse of
his values is nol the end of
the storv but only fust
the beginning.

And Rees warned
the pecple thal Chey
had glecled men who
had aclively —
invohved in :
Violence-.-

And Ma_ggie T}w:ch;:“
decided Lo subsidize |
Cax culs Lo millionaires |
b{; dealing ¢ocaune in

Lhe home copnbies - _J

3

rl__fﬁu:-d James Prior Bnd inhigh places)
[Spake Chus; Ehete was'a greal
“everything in wailing and griashing
Morthern Iveland of Certh and much
15 & selbhack™ privacfisation of
nationalized
indusCry ®
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Club are currently feeling moare persecuted
than the editorial board of Militant. Relegated
from Division 1 last season, the club are now
bottom of Division 2.

Attendances have slumped to around 5,000,
not surprising in view of the team’s three com-
secutive 4-1 defeats

at home to start

‘promotion’ campaign.

Angry fans have wat-
team
sold off to other clubs.
David Armstrong (now an

David
Crai
to  Liverpool,
to MNot-
Tony
MecAndrew 1o Chelsea —

ched a successful

England playver)
Southampton,

Hodgson and
Johnston
Mark Proctor
tingham  Forest,

the list 15 endless. At least
the club should have some
money from these sales —
but il is instead half a

million in debt.

The Boro Supporters
Action Group, set up by
Frank Griffiths, the pro-
spective  Lahbour parl§a~
for
has

mentary candidate
Teeside Thornaby,

its &

By Dave Carter

club’s new sports complex,
which cost over £1 million
and is still not in use two
ears  after completion,
as been offered for sale to
the local council.
The complex was large-
Iy funded by public
money, much-of it from
the Sports Council, but
surprisingly was not put
out (o tender. It was built
by a local firm, Parkway
Estates, whose chairman is

i Charles Amer.

5

T e
B

Malcolm Allison

started to investigate, We
have found out that the

Amer is a director of
the football club, and until
last season was its chair-
man. The Sports Council
have just announced their
OWN ENQUITy.

In-a novel attempt 10

boost its flagging fortunes,
the club has applied for
permission to build 100
homes on the first team’s
training ground. No prizes
for EUESSINg which
building firm will be ap-
plying for the contract!
Boro supporters in the
Labour Party have drawn
up a petition for signing at
the home match against
Bolton. We are deman-
ding:
® That the books of the
club ba openad for in-
dependent scrutiny.
& An open public meeting
to enable supporters to
quastion the directors.
® A policy of raducaed ad-
mission of prices for the
unemployed to all parts of

the ground.

These demands have
been widely publicised in
the local press and on
radio and TV. Even as I
write this article, George
Kitching, who was Amer’s
successor as chairman, has
announced his resignation
due to the ‘pressures of the
job".

There are going to be a
lot more pressures on the
board in the coming wecks
as Middlesbrough fans de-
mand to know what the
hell has been going on.

Mow this ailing club
has appointed Malcom

Allison as manager whose
buying and selling at Man-

chester City nearly put the
club “in . the  ‘knackers
vard'. Whal hope hawve
pour old Middlesbrough
got?

It"s another diversion
which can’t hide the fact
that the business men who
have controlled the club
have sold off their best
plavers and assets and still
rlila;aged to ‘skin’ the
CIID.,

The business men have
got the gravy and the
prestige, and the fans have
got frustrated and paid out
their cash. But  that's
capitalism. It even cheats
you on a Saturday after-
noon on the terraces.

rules are a con

GASPS OF HORROR from the right-wing of the
Tory Party greeted the government’s publica-
tion last Monday of new immigration rules,
which are to come into effect on 1 January.
How dare this Government confer more rights
on black people when they were elected with a
manifesto commitmant to do the opposite?

These sick reactions from people with sick
minds should not confuse people on the nature
of the new rules. Not only do they not concede
very much; but, in some cases, take even more
rights away from black people.

The change thal receiv-
ed the most media atten-
tion was around the right
of British women to bring
foreien  husbands  or
fiancés into this country.
At present, this right only
exists for women who were
horn here or who have a
parent who was born here.
White women are [ar more
likely Lo satisfy this criteria
than black women .

The new rules say tha
all British women can now
bring in foreign hushands
e excepr - that | their
hushands will have 1o
satisfy  immigration and
other Home Office of-
ficials that thev are ge-
nuinely getting married.

It was these officials’

owers of discretion that
cept Anwar Dirra
separated from her
children for six vears, and
which have kepl many
other Families separated
for even morc vears, and

were used to refuse entry
to 14,000 people last vear,
The new rules thercfore
still allow ample room for
racial discrinination
against black women.

In addition, women
resident in Britain who are
not British citizens will still
not have this right. They
may pay taxes to help the
government buy Trident
missiles or (o wage a brutal
war 8,000 mules away, bul
they may not live here with
a man who'is not British.

One aspect of the new
rufes which received less
media attention, concerns
children born m Britain
whose parents are neither
British eilizens nor settled
in Britain — students or
work permit holders, for
example. Under the new
Mationality Act which alsa
comes into - force on ]
January, these children
will no longer have the
right to British cittzenship.

-

The new immigration rules
bring their immigration
status into line with this.
Although thev are not
likely to be deported while
their parents are here, they
may be refused re-entry if
they left the country
voluntarily. because their
status is at the discretion
of immigration officers.
The new rules are ar
best only a minor conces-

New immigration

By Chris Guthrie

Anwar Ditle reunited with her children after a six year fight.

sion, partly because the
government  faced some
embarrassing  cases  in
front of the European

Commission and Court.
The right to repeal the Im-
migration and Nationality
Acts must be stepped up.

Manchester Labour Party
Conference Against Passport Checks
Saturday 4 December 10am

Manchester Polytechnic Students Union,
Sidney Building, Oxford Rd.

Mobilising against the checks

By M Wongsam, Manchester City Labour Party, anti-racist committee

AS THE government increase the intensity of
their attack against the black community by
deepening the role of the state machinery in
the internal control and surveillance of blacks,
resistance to these attacks is beginning to

mount.

The latest move by the government is to in-
troduce ‘with an eyedrop” a scheme of na-
tionality checks into the NHS, whereby blacks
will be obliged to show their passports to prove

their ‘eligibility’

for

free health care in

hospitals. In one hospital where this scheme s

operating over

8.000

people have been

‘checked’ already. since the 1st of October,
resulting in only one person being found "not

eligible’.

It is alrcady policy in
the DHSS to specially
screen  blacks claiming
supplementary benefit. In
Oldham recently there was

reported 680 cases of black
claimants being refused
benefit on the grounds
that they did not ‘qualify’
for benefits under the 1980

supplementary  benefits
act. In fact, when these
cases were (aken by the
Oldham Commission for
Racial Equality, the DHSS
capitulated on all but six.

Cases such as these in
Oldham are happening on a
nationwide scale, and it is
only that by chance the
Oldham CRE took the deci-
5100 to PUFSL:I'E' suach an in-
vestigation that the case
came to light, These in-
stances of blatant  state
racism have not gone un-
noticed by local anti-racist
activists,

I'here are in cxistence
several campaigns aimed
al particular [acels of stale
racism; now it seems that
there is & good chance that
they can come together in
upited action around the

generdl guestion of srate
racism. The labour move-
ment 15 now also beginning
to take a long overdue in-
terest,

Recently, both CPSA
and NUPE have taken for-
mal opposition Lo the
implementation of race
checks, and NALGO are
against their members car-
rying out passport checks,
though only on  the
grounds that 1t would
create too much work, and
would cost morc money
than it would save. The
timidity of these responses
can only be challenged by
sustained work among the
memberships of  these
unions, in order to make
the schemes inoperable.

It iz to address itself to

these questions that the
Manchester District
Labour Party has called a
day conference (o discuss
out the implications of im-
migration policy and inter-
nal control, It is hoped
that out of this conference
there will emerge united
cffort on the part of party,
trade union members, and
anti-racist  activisis, to
fight back these unbridled
attacks upon the black
community and working
class in general.

The Labour movement
must see clearly that the at-
tacks being perpetrated are
a disguised attack on the
whole working class, and
that the only feasible
response 15 therefore a
united resistance | of the
whole working class,

NI

ROQUE DALTON IS

His poetry gives a per-
sonal and vivid picture of
the awful repression and
poverty in the country that
statistics and news reports
cannot show. He wrotc
not as 4 passve commen-
tator bul as an aclive in-
surgent.

He believed that the
revolulionary is ‘the per-
son most useful to his
epoch’.

The view also applies
to the revolutionary poet
and therefore he ‘thought
it foolish to even discuss
the matter with those who
assert that, in poetry, the
social function and the
humanist posture are, at
least, extra-poetic elem-
ents.’

He did not believe thar
the revolutionary poet’s
Jjob 1s to write “forctelling
of socialist society before
raising to the category of
poetic material the con-
tradictions, disasters,
defacts, and s'grugg;[es of
Our present society.

His poems are of tor-
ture, in prison, how the
rulers scheme, the violence
around him, and the sor-
didness of individual deeds
told with a bitter sarcasm
that can only come from
experience of many years
of oppression. What he
wrote of shows how the
rulers rule. How he wrote
shows how people resist.

In ‘loaking for rrouble”
we getan idea of how
natural the repression and
Tesistance is- seen in. the
cCOuntry.

“The night of my frst
cell meeting it was raining
the way [ was drippin;
was much applaudgd E»y
four or five characters
from a Goya painting
everyone present seemed
rather bored
perhaps with persecution
or even torture forever in

‘Poetry that is
everyones’

Poesia Militante/Militant Poetry by Ragie Dalton, availabi
JSrom El Salvador Solidarity Campaign, 29 Isiington Park §

EL SALVADOR'S bes

known poet. His recognition as a major cor
tributor to Spanish literature spreads furthe
than the many countries which have awarde
him prizes for his poetry.

But he was not just a poet. He was a revoll
tionary from his youth through his many year
in prison and exile, to his death in El Salvadori
1975. This made him more than a revolutionar
poet. He became a spokesperson for his clas
and of the oppressed of El Salvador.

their minds

“When we left it was
no longer rainin
my mother scolded me
for coming home late.”

He showed that he ha
no time for reformers and
charlatans who construc

fancy notions of wh
Salvadoreans suffe
repression. He showed

where the blame lay. In "2
Few Lines' he wrote:

‘Dear philosophers,
dear progressive
sociologists,
dear social psychologists,
don’t fuck around so
much with *alienation’
here what fucks us up the
most is the alien nation,’

This pamphlet gives a
ingight into the poetrv o
Roque Dalton but als
shows how people live §
El Salvador and Lati
Americd.

The book contains th
gems  in o their  origing
panish with an Englis!
translation on the opposit
page, making a liul
Salvadorean culture ac
cessible to many Englis!
speakers, Bur most of all i
makes clear the nead fo
the revolution.

‘Because otherwise

the peaple-child will stifl
go naked

stabbed by the most
hemedalled thieves
choked by all the rubbist
and filth

in this country like the
river-bank slums of
Acelhnate

unable to demolish this
great shanty town of El
Salvador

unable to flatten once
and for all its mounds
and potholes to leave the
land ready for the
bricklayers and carpente
[0 come

and raise the new
houses.’
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UNITE BEI
TATCHEL
BERMON

By Jeff King

A 'SURPRISED’ and "vexed’ Michael Foot has
been put on the spot by Bob Mellish's decision
to resign his Bermondsey seat.

Why Foot should be surprised is beyond
comprehension. After all Mellish had shown
his hostility to the Labour Party when he sup-

portad

‘indepandent’

candidates against

Labour in the May 1982 borough slections.

But Fool in his hostili-
ty o the left had been
quire. willing in fact gquite
eager, 1o make an alliance
with Mellish despite his
very  dubious socialist
credentials. The ex Ber-
mondsey MP had in the
past been deputy chairper-
son of the Anglo-Spanish
group, whose aim was 1o
give a gloss lo Franco's
brand of fascism — clearly
was  an o excellent: ally
against the ‘over-cager’
brand of socialism put for-
ward by Peter Tatchell.

Ever since the Ber-
maondsey saga began, Foot
has given an excellent im-
pression of someone who
wants to lose the seat for
Labour. Under Tory pro-
vocation he Had publicly
denounced Tatchell in the
Houze of Commons. The
Tory press grabbed this gift
and went to lown on the
democratically.  selected
Labour candidate.

Thiz was a zift for the
SDP/Liberal Alliance and
another possible candidate
Bermondsey's ex-Labour
boss John (Grady, who
with his right wing cohorts

the  borongh of
Southwark like a British
version of Tammany Hall,

The behaviour of Foot
and the right, aad their
sordid  alliance  with
Meilish, acts against the
interests of Labour in the
bve-glection. This is why
no concessions must he
made to the right wing.

Bermondsey - Eahour
Parly should once again
elect Tatchell ‘sz its can-
didate.  Anything elze
waould be a retreal Irom
the rights of the Labour
Parry members lo
democratically decide who
they want 1o fight the slec-
tion and would hand over

Public meating and film

Release Nelson Mandelal Victory to tha ANCI
Wednesday 10 November 7.30pm

Conway Hall {Small hali) Red Lion Square
(naarest tube Holborn)
Admission 50p [unwag
Organised by City Anti Apartheid Group

ad Zp}

that right to the media and
the Healey/Gelding wing
of the NEC.: That is the
best way 1o lose elections.

This is why no other
left candidate — from
Militant  or  elsewhere,
should oppose in  Ber-
mondsey at the new seleg-
tion conferemce. Right
from the beg:‘nning. forces
of the left must unite, and
that means uniting behind
Peter Tatchell, anything
else would create disuniry,

If Peter Tatchell is
again chosen as Bermond-
sev's candidare the elec-
tion will be a real test case
for the left. The press and
the television will throw
everything they have into 3
campaign of vilification
and slander against Tai-
chell, They -will feed on
Foots" pift and do their
very best to make surethe
once impregnable Labour
seat of Bermondseyis lost.

The Labour Partyrank
and file, particularly its
left wing cannot permit

that to- happen. Ewvery
London  Labour Party
st answer this
challenge.

The full forees of the
Loadon labour movemern
musl be semt into Ber-
mondsey to support Tat-
chell, so that a resou nding
victory can be gained for
Labour and its confercnce
policies,

Police saturatad Brixton,
By Toni Gorton

TOP COP, deputy assistant commissionar
Robert Hunt declared that Monday 1
Novembsar when Brixton’s ‘front line’ again
went up in flames was a great success tactical-
ly and strategically. In a stroke London’s police
under the leadership of Sir Kenneth Newman
have put into practice new techniques of
black-bashing and placed all the blame for the
day’'s events on black youth. The whole thing's
a fit up.

At 2am Monday morn-
ing some [,000 police
saturated the Railton
Road area in an exercise
designed to coincide with
the eviction of a small
group of sguatters in
houses due to be demolizh-

ed later in the dav to make
way [or new council hous-
ing.

In the event, no arrests
took place during the evie-
tions at 5.30am and all oc-
cupiers of the nine proper-
ties lefr quietly.
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Lambeth Labour
leader Ted Knight said,
“We had agreed with the
police that there would be
a token presence while the
evictions took place.

‘Commander Fair-
bairn did sav he would
have some forces in reserve
outside the area in case of
any developments.”

He wentl on to say: "We
were shocked and surpris-
ed by the large number of
palice in the area. We
didn’t anticipate any trou-
ble. It is regretable that the
whole thing has been used
as a kind of exercise: it
wasn't necessary.”

Quite right. Saturation
policing a Ia the Swamp
81 operation that sparked
off the earlier éﬁ;mn
uprisings  simply wasn’|
called for by the actual
situation. What was at
stake was the need for the
police to test their new
techniques, new equip-
ment and therr new *Im-
mediate Response Units’,

Later in the day large
numbers of youth angry at
the overwhelming
presence of the police and
what they saw as the furl-
her destriction of their
commumnity as bulldozers
tore up the empry houses
marched on Brixton police
slation and also set fire 1o
obvious symbols of the
local counil.

This was the excuse
that the police had looked
for and planned. Into ac-
tion  swung the [RLUs,
These units are similar to
the anti-riot squads used in
the Narth of Ireland and
benefit  from  the ex-
penience of metropolitan
police chief Newman who
hedded wp the Royal
Ulster Constabulary for a
number of years. They can
be mobilised in a matter of
moments rom 48 seperate
areas in London.

Most of the press knew
something was up. The
early meorning edition of
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the Daily Express, pu I:u]ishnég:

ed a:l the  wvery timess:
everything was happening, i
ca.m{‘,d an - article heade%?:?
‘Brixton police swoop’. 3%
It said: *A thousand
palicemen were poised thi
morning to break up th
so-called “*no go'' Londo
area  crime areas. Thew:
standby order was given by 2
plice chief Sir Kenneth 7
ewman ... his targets:id
Railton Road, Brixton and 7
All Saints Road, Nottingz:
Hill.” e
Mewman said that hed:
will have no hesitation in:
using plastic bullets, CS:
gas and water cannon and 3%
the recent police federa-<%
tion's annual conference
has shown that the police i
as a whole are spoiling for 3
a fight with the black com- 3%
munity, -
This confrontation has =i
nothing to do with black 5
‘erime” but is part of theds
offensive o5
against the whole of thess
ﬁack community day in
and day out. b
The Daily Exprase con-
siders that Newman’s per- 2
formance as police chief
wifl be crucial to Thatcher
winning the next election,
They go as far &s to rare
this. above three other
IS5HES: the Common 5
Marker, nuclear disarma- i
ment and wages, :
Whatever may  be
thought of their prognosis,
law and order has always
been high on the Tories'
programme,. They have
consistently used  racist
ideas to split the working
class, intimidate black
people and stimulate fear
i the middle classes.
It’s more than time to 2
rally round the defance of =&
black youth in particular 5%
and black people ini:
general. One small step
will be Lo start building for 3
the demonstration on 27 5
March 1983 sponsored by &
the Campaten against
Racist Laws, u
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