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The Crigis of the
British Intelligentsia,

FRANCIS MULHERM

THE LAST three years have seen 8 major
shift to the right in British politics. The
current lerms of inner-party debate are far bo
the right of those on which the February 74
electbon was fought. Within the parlisment-
ary Labour Party, the Left has zeldom
seerped feebler; and after an unceriain
beginning, Thatcherism has now consolidat-
ed its hold over the Conservative Party
Cutside  parfiament, Thaicher openly
patrontees the Mational Association For
Freedom, the organisatbon that brought
giyle and respectablibiiy 1o the once make-
shift and semi-clandestine crafy of srike-
breaking: -and the Mational Fromt con-
tinues 10 grow, nourished by the social
crisis, @ pervasive sense of ‘national” (1.e.
Cireat British) humiliation, and spreading
disillusion among traditional Lak-our voters.
This potitical shift has had obvious cultural

effects, The emergence of capable and
aggressive ideclogues like Robert Moss (@
gl f-styled *pelitical warfare specialist”) and
{he expansion of Aims of Industry under the
mare ambithous titlle Aims Tor Freedom and
Enierprise; are just two signs of the growing
confidence and determination of the Right.
But there are other signs, which wam of a
more lundamental cultural disturbance. The
despening anti-Marxkist bias of the Timies
Literary Supplement (the trade paper of
British academia), the political and com-
mercial dislocation of the Mew Stafesman,
and the hysterical anti-union diatribes of i
ex-editor, Paol Johnson — these are more
than 1opical reactions to a perdod of
economiccrisis. Theyareevidence, rather, of
a profound politico-ideclogcal skift, affect-
ing awhole gensration af Britlshintelleciuals
and opening a new phase in British culiural
life. This article will attempt & thumbnail
sketch of this intelligensia and its erisis, and
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will indicate the dangers and opportunites
thar await the left in this new situation,

The Posi-War Intelligensia

The character of Britain's post-war intel-
ligensia was shaped by three related factors:
I, lis political colouration; 2. [ts saclal
tradition: and 3. The internal design of the
culture it created.

i. lis outsianding political trait was its
insulation from Marmism, In the fiest
post-war decade, the powerful Leftward
currents of the Thirties were blocked and
reversed, and Marsiem ceased to have any
serious influence in the national culture. The
various Tactors that led w the post-war
decimation of the Left in British culiwre —
miost obviowshy, Stalinizm, the Cold War, the
long boom and the roleof Labour — have yet
to be assembled in & convincing historbeal
analysis, but the institutional evidence
speaks for itself.

The Left Book Club, which in 1935 had
over 55000 members, organiied nation-
ally in 1,50 local clobs, clossd In
{940, The guarterly Politics amd Lefrers,
launched by Raymond Williams and others
as @ Left alernative 1o £hdanoyism,
foundered after a vear. The CP-sponsored
journal Areng, whose line was flercely
anti-American national-populism, ceased
publication in 1951; and shortly afterwards
its companion theoretical journal, Modern
Chpgrierly, also ceased to appear.

The new wvoice of the Fiftbes was
Ercounter. Sponsored by the Congress for
Coltural Fresdom {and coverily by the
C1A}, Encounder schoolsd an entire genera-
tion of intellectuals in the morality of
politics “After the Apocalypse’. “Totali-
tarian’ ideclogies were henceforth 1o be
shunned, and the true ‘liberal’  spiril
upheld, in o world whose most audacious
project was *piecemeal soclal engineering’,
Encourter was not only obsessively anti-
Communist. The long-term effect of its
‘liberal” crusade was to devalug principlsd
political debate of any kind, in favour of a
blend of imcoherent reformism and com-
fortable disillusionment that British intel-
lectuals had made their own by the
beginning of ihe Sixties.

3, Political confarmism was buttressed by
social Integration, British intellectuals have

newver had a sirong corporats  indentily:
unobtrusive as a siratum, they bave as a
rule beent virnually indistinguishable from
and largely uncritical of their parent social
claszes,

The origins of this remarkable socio-
culoural pact lie far back in English history.
[n its modern form it can be traced o the
mid-¥ictorian ‘intellecrual arstocracy’, a°
netwark of brilliant and succesafol families,
linked by class and incermarriage, white
names — Darwin, Huxley and Strachey, to
name three — appear again and again in the
rolls of England®s culoural lite.

Creer the next century, the-social and oocw-
pational composition of the intelligentsia
was ugnlficantly altered; but not ao the un-
written statuies that governed ils comduct,
Britain’s academics have remained solidly
attached to their departmental smallhold-
ings, seldom pawsing 1o take note of poings-
on over the hedge; its political and social
commentators, like the loyal civil servants
whom they 3o closely resemble, have been
unrelievedly ‘practical” and “constroctive”
in their response o ‘our” national Aiffi-
culties; and in the *quality’ Sunday papers
revicwers have gone on organising the
leisure time of their readers in am eisy
conversational fone boro of inner peace
and a profound sense of belonging.

3. Among the most sinking featores of
post-war British culture has been its sirong
bias owards fiergture, The origlns of this
bias, which lie in the complex culeural
history of the inter-war pericd, cannot be
gxplored here., Its main upshot was that
literature came to be seen as the de facie
moral centre of the culre, a sort of final
appeal 1o which the Jesser issues of culture
and society could be referred For judge-
ment. The values that [iterature embodied
were those of humanity itsell — “decency”,
‘compassion’, “honesty' and so-on —
andd to keep faith with it was somehow
to insure one's Integrity againd the
deceptions of the public world. This was a
patent mystification, but its ideclogical
effects were real and powerful.

Political discusiion, once deprived of any
iyltimae’ soclal meaning sank into triviality
and eonformism; while Hierature, clevated
above the ‘merely” political and historical,

Continusd on Page IV
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Soviel Writers Congress 1934
Lawrence & Wishart E2.75

The First Soviel Wrilers Comgress af

19344, -0 the blurb tells us, was the
‘calmination” of  one of the riches
periods of Sovicr literary debate, “Dies-
tructbon” would be a more appropaeale
term. As theSoviet Union swung rom s
wlira-leftise *Third Period® towards Pop-
ular Frontism. i1 became necessary 1o
ool “prodetarian zeal' in lteraiure in the
name of & broader culivm] alliance —
not Jesst because the Five Year Plan
meant wooing the petiy-bourgeois tech-
nicians and intellipenisia. In anv case, 5o
Statin had  decided, Russia was now
entering upon ‘full socialism’®, so talk of
‘probetarian  liferature' was  becoming
redundant. Om-the other hand, as the
Stalinist  thumbscrews nghtensd, all
critical and “psychological' elements in
literwture nessbed to be erasdicaded in the
name of slavishly uneritical ceiebration

of the heroic Fatherland, yoking furgid

‘realism’ o euphosic  Crevolutionary
romanticism®. All independens literary
hescliess were aceordingly disanlved inio
the Writers Congress, membership ol
which was eompulsory for publication.
And out of it grew the disastrous literary
doctrine of so-called “socialist realism®,
which was to stifle the least fHeker of
ciltural eriticism for decades.

This hook lines up the speecheas of the
Congress of Stalin®s - literary  thugs:
Zhdanov, Gorky, Radek and Bukhann.
I would make amuozing reading if it
weren't w0 grisly, Zhdanoy gets (hings
off to a vousing start by informing the
Congress thal 1hey have the richest
literature in the world, and urges wnters
1o hecome (n Sialin's phrase) 'englneers
of the soul'. Maxim Gorky, who as
Russia's ope outstanding novelist of
time presumably s the ‘richest literature
in the world' in person, contributes a
rambling accountof Sovietliterature, and
believes thal 'bourgecis liteTature begin
0 ancient thmes',

With the disaffzcied puritonism peculi-
ar 1o Salinism upbraids as ‘shameless” a
Bussian novelist who chose ds his hero
a lascivious fwoelepged goar in trous-
crs’. The ex-Trodskyisl Karl Radek
disiniers a whole serice of inferior
Western writers Wwho  happen Lo e
svmpathetic to the Sovier Union, and
launches hic notorious audack on Lames
lovee, whose Cffviges 15 sobtly charac-
terised ats “w heap of dung crawlhing with
worms'.  {(Radek  also believes  thal
Lrhvsrer 15 set in 1906, wn erron al & mere
Pwelve vears 1 Ina triumph of dialectical
thinking, heclaimes an the one band thal
‘Soviel literature 15 the best literaturs in
the world™, ancd on the oiher hand that
‘proletarian writers simply  have ool
masteted Form s vet”, Foam, il seems, i%
aprnething of an aptional extra.

I cosntrast 490 The intelectiae] rml'.i!:.- ol
Shdanay, Gonky and Radek, Nikolad
Bukharin has real claims 1@ be an
iesthencian, His paper o' posiry and
poctics closely analyses the nature ol
poetic language, although s caze thar
poeslry - is - Cthinking  im oamaees’ was

demolished by the Russian Formalists
several  years  beforehand.,  Buklarin
recognises the ‘relative autonomy® of
lieralure, reluses o vulgar materialism of
the text, and provides some sensitive
commieniaries on Soviel posls. The
critical sivle of these commentaries is
wrikingly rembniscent of Trotsky's Lif-
ergiyre angd Revalution — indeed Bu-
kharin's judgement on the poet Alexan-
der Blok is more or less lifted (con-
sciouely of unconsclously) from rhat
udy, The influencs, peedless (o sas,
isn't ackmowledged; Trotsky rates one
mention in this ook, but despite that
docsn't make i into the index.

Alome amongg the contributors, Bu-
kharin secs the impartance of examining
the formal elements of literadure, and
their  complex relations o history.
Critigising that *parely nihilistic attitude
to the problem of form' which ‘can
frequuently be observed I our gwn
tarxian ranks', he finds the link
between Wlerature and history m lang-
uage itseif. Another shadowy influencs
may - well herk bebnne this |'||_1xi1||.m a
that of ¥.M. Yoloshinoy, whose Adarx-
isn ot the Philoraphy af Lengrnage is
oae of the greatest culnecal works of the
period,  Voloshinoe, however, disip-
peared around the date of the Congress
[presuming he wasn't a pseadonym 1Tor
soienne elsel, w0 0 Rt entizely sur-
pristng that Bukharin makes no refer-
enog 1o him.

Bukharin's other strength is his condid
declaration thar the level of Sovict
culinral development & dismally  fow,
Refusing  the crass optimism of &
Fhdanoy, he has the courage 1o admil
that, compared 1o the literary know-
ledge ol & Pushkin, 1he cuilermporary
Sovicr achicvement “could be put under
i threepenny biC) Lindeterred by this
ctriciure, the Congress went on to
formally resolve that "Sowviel lierature
has prown inige a mighty force fog
sochidisl cullure’, 1t was this nsixture of
lying, welf-deception and empty heroics
which was 10 set the tane for the culiural
PORTOMms [0 coime.
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Hevolution & Cluiss Stoeple: A
Remder in Marxist Politics

Edited by BEobin Blackburn
Fontana paperhack £1.95

Drespite the buge cxpampsion of Marss
publithing, there is still a el lack ol
cheap peperbacks inowhich the best of
Marxist writing = made available to a
wide audicnce. Anvthing which helps 1o
till this gap i= more than weltome, and
alibioupl Babin Blackborn's new collec-
tion ma nog seém cheap it really is good
vali with 12 major articles in irs 450
PRPES.

Bilackhorn's reader S theee parts. The
farat, ‘Ciziging”, Ioclodes Blackburn on
the politics of Mars and Engels, Collern
on Lensin, Mandel on cthe Leninist
Theory of Crganeation, Lowy on the
keational Guestioa, The second, “The
Course of Revolution®, ks Colleis on
Stahin, Deéutscher on BMaalsm, Pelikan
on Czechoslovakia, and Mandel
Peacelul Coesesstence and World Rev-
plutlon®. Thees two seclions seem o me
ressonably coberent; the third, “Class

Srrugele and Bourgeods Power', 15 mare
mixed, bringing wi Geras on Luxem-
burg, Tromsky and Boargesds Demo-
cracy, Mairm on the Labour Party,
Grimsei on Workers™ Councils, Mibi-
band on Chile,

These wre not then the classics, but
commentaries on them balanced Fairly
evenly with historical analvses, culled
mainly from ihe poges of New Leff
Review. It will be most useful o people
who  already have some grasp of
marxist conceprs — from palitical argo-
ment o i reading of Lhe basic pamphleis
— and wish to read more desply into the
theory and s bistory. 1E doesn'l have 2
straiphtforeard snouph presentation of
basic concepis 1o B2 uselol w a real
beginner.

The articles are all spbsianial and
worth reprinting and although we can
pick out particelar Tavourites — | was
pleased to ser a key soction of Worman
Geris” bodk reprinted — and gquery ane
or twa — Mairn iz 8 bit outdeted — the
reql eriticisms are political. Most of the
authors share Blackburn's original ws-
sumption that “*Semething ke a 1hird
of the world's popuolation now lives in
conintries - where, there has been a
sacialist revaolution...** The  genuine
Marxist tradition often appears Uhere-
fare as a criteal variant of orthodox
Communism,

[z is - one sirand within Trotskyism
and revodutionary Marxizoy coday, but it
ia not the anly one, 8 perhaps the most
valich, In Tiling e shew moze of the
alecrnacive: within revolugionary politics
today, or of the practical terrain in
which they have besn developad, Hlack
hurn fails despare the real contri-
buticns of the arccles in this beok — in
his el dmipertans aim, e make
available o comtemporary  Tesigtenen
and appraiaal al the classical maryist
poeditical rradition™
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Emotional
Masochism
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By kate Millett
Virago £1.9%

I yoinre &n emoniosal masochisn, this is
vour kind of ook, Kare Milletr, awthor of
fhe piomesiing Sexwe! Polincs. chars the
slasw distregration of ke altair with Si1a, a
wonman e wears har senior. The ¢nd of
this relmtionship, following hard apon a
nervonls breakdown and desertion by her
tusbaned, mius have been o deeply painfuol
process for Millers, But somehow 117s hard
for amasbnkkin sisterly sympathy  with an
author who is 50 conscious while she s
living & moment thar ot will larer be
nimartalised in prigr

Mitletl kepl i depasled digry throughout
the period covered in Sita. and she hasn™
weeded BLoul, tremtingws (oo oded mixtine
ol profownd anguish amd rivial * dezail.
Much of the aclion takes phice @l meals
fowe for deseription of vestawranty crises
alwavs seem to coincide with the cooking of
chicken. Buried in tleose Mx-odd pages are
some insights abour love between women,
ageing, wilting and orthér relevant themes,
bl they are rarely thuminated asd never
svnrthesized. Uncomborably close to sell-
indulgence, like picking old scabs off the
fzart.

Smedley’s
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Daughter of Earth

By Apnes smedley

Wiraes £1.95

There 15 B rawness to Douphier af
FEarek which mikes i almoar painful o
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HEMN MARGOLIS

Neo-Centrism
and
the State

Marxism & Puolitics:
By Ralph Miliband
Dxford University Press £3.5

This book, which together with a
volume by Raymord Williams launches
the new OUF Marxist Introductions
series, purports to make a contribution
o the developmend of a “Marxis
mradition’ of  political siodies of {in
particular) the countries of advianced
capitalizm,

Cin the pretext that there doss nod vet
culst & sulflciemt body of theory o
constituie such a tradition, Miliband
atiemiprs @0 delimiz the problematic
within which it rmust be sitwited
Inevigably, however, his text touches on
i number of guestions which are
located, a5 it were; at the interface
between this and refated problemstises,

Marx, Engels and Lemin consistently
emphasised, however, that 1he dictator-
ship of the proletariat, to the extent that
il [umcieons 1o organse the hegemany ol
the working class and 1o suppress. the
fonable resistance of the boorgeoisie
and its allies, is ne less o state than the
poditical form which it supplants, The
assertion that i = no longer a ‘state
proper” expresses rather the essenvial
podnt that, unlike it% predecessor, the
conatitutive function of the proletarian
siade is 0o fecilitale fs own eveniunl
dizappearance.

Milikand's wmpliecl rejection of this
thesis, together ~with™ his  failure 1o
ack n:rwll.'dgu that the determinand strsc-
ture of bourpenis democracy is inhes-
ety anmd nﬂ'-:'w;trii} reproduocive ol the
‘ciass limitathons' whose ‘removal’ he
ndvacates, leads hm towards the [orm-
ulation of & ‘revolutionary  reformisi®
position  exsentilly  dentical 1o thal
which has becn propounded by, for
exampde, by left social-democrais like
et Hodgson and Geoff Robers.

Like them Miliband theorises an adap-
tation of the concept of dual power as *a
flexible and complex nerwork of organs
of  popular  pardicipation  opeTating
throughout civil society and intended
Rod o replaee the stade bui o comple-
mert i1 (p 18R Associated with this is
his untemable assertion thar “the civic
frecdoms which, however inadequately
andd precariously, form par of bourge-
pis democracy are the product  of
cepturies of unremitting popular stirug-
eles' (p. 189-90).

Clearly, it is essential to recogmise (he
substantive content of bourgeais demo-
craiic  freedoms,  Morgover, - populior
strugele undoubiedly contributed o the
cxtension of suffrage and associated
‘eivill  libertied', The reality ol this
progess must nod, however, be sern in
isolation from s socialand bestiiional
conditions of possthilits,

The book, nevertheless, fulfills well
enough the function of an niroduction
1o Marxist political theory, althoogh
the prognise in the advertising Blurh (bl
it {together with ather volumes in the
series) will alse make an '|1ri3inill
contribution' to it “imceliecoual discip-
line' camnmor be regarded serously,

FAUL BELLIS
Israel: Liopia Incorporaied
By Liri Dravis
Fed Press £35.00

Wrritlen by an liraeli “anarcho-pacifist
who his served & prison senbence Lo

conscientions objection, Fermel: Liapia
Tocorporaled provides many interesting
insights into the workings of the Zionkst
state; the thinking of its founding eliles
and the structures of s main bnatiou-
tigns (tuch as the Histadrot and the
kibbutzim]. There & alio some usclul
material an the position of the Cnental
Jews who, despite the sysemanic dis-
crimination from which they suffer in
‘the Stmie of all the Jews', have
traditionally constituied a reservoir af
seppart for the worst chauvinist and
mtlitarist forces in [smaed (such as Begin).

The faci, nevertheless, thar there was a
significant responss to the recent maas.
ures taken by the Moroccan and Iragi
Jews to return o the countries of origin
indicaies the depth of the Zionist state's
failure to solve the problems of the
Oriental-Jewish population, as weil as
cuposing once again the hypocrisy of the
"Let My Peopbe Go' campaign (after all
the money speni om orzansang the
emigration of Sovier, US, British, and
Latin American Jews to Israel could be
used o improve the living standards o
the Orienial Jews, but that, of course,
wonlbd pegile the purpose of Zionism],

e shameful degenetation of  the
Fionist movement (even i this depener-
ation was inevigable, given irs original
premises) — the prowing cvnicism, the
flagrant corruption of the  Zknlst
Labopr’ boreaucracies, the militarisa-
tion of the sconomy, the farge scale
public support for  fundamentalist
crazies, the increasingly ¢lode relation-
ship berween lsrael and South Africa

(which extends to the kibbutrim belong-
ing to reputedly lefi-wing Hashomer
Hatzair) is documented in considerable
deiiul, The chapier on ‘lsrael and the
US" explotes the two daminant livpothe
eses (an abandonment of Isracl by its

imperialist  protector, or  heightened
LiS-Arab tension, leading oo a arrength-
cring of the Washington-Tel Awvis
alliinge . #nd  perhaps cven & joimg
clfensive apgainst the oil-producing
couniriesyand seeme 1o lean owards the
latler vigw,

Davis concludes with a eall lor “a
socialist, multi-national,  secular and
democratic Republic in Palestine’, bul
the mnst peclect sevolutionary biveprin
t4 leeless pnbess wou indicate, o Las-
salles” words. not ondy the poal bt alsa
the path. How can the Palestinians use
the tremerdons weight they have acepaer
ed within the Isrneh economy Lo Over-
tuirnr the avsient  which ‘eapledts  and
oppresses them? What should be the
s priorities of the Israedi siwkaliv
left which, no doubl o prove thd
libertarians can be just a5 seclarian as
the lermible Tromskyisis, reccive: Qo
mention & allt Whatis so be done
some Forme ol West Bank staie Jdoes
ciorne into being? These are some of the
urpend, pressing goesiong which Un
[Daves unformonarely doss nod even ask.
Yel it i only il shey are asked, and
answered, thar the Palestinians will be
able 10 escape thesr present glight and
the larazlis will be able 1o live withon
fedr of lomorrow,

ALAMN ADLER

Marie Stopes: A Riography
By Buth Hall
André Deutsch £5.95

In her introduction, Ruoth Hall says of
Marie Stopes: ‘compared with her inital
vruggles, the activities of the women's
liberation movement over the last decade
dppEar in relroepect 35 mere mopping-ug
operations afier s major battle’. By such an
pasessment one could  egmally- say  that
blargarer  Thaicher's elevatbon 1o the
leadership of the Tory Party is the ulimage
victory in the fight for eguality,

S Sropes was noo revolutionary. Her
gctions sprang from two impulses. The first
was 1o right e wrongs she personally had
sufferet, and the second was 1o be lamaous
It was the first impulse which took her
awiy Trom the academic lald of coal search
inte the more popular field of sex. She
married lute [of the rime, already with a
ltrmy ideg in her mind of the joys of sex,
which she expounded in an anpublished
Bk

Many of her Mess come From reading the
wirks of Edward Carpenter, separating his
views on-sexuality from his wider politics.
In =pite of this interest. she had been
married for two years before she discovered
that her husband was impotent and her
marriage consummated. Appalled ar ber
own ignorance she researched all axailable
texts  (mostly medical) and  encouraged
people to share with her their own sesual
peoblems, Deciding thar marital problem:
stermmed lirgely From the ignorance of men
o the natwre of female sexuality, in 1918 @
ihe age of 38, whilssnll a virgin herself, she
wrote Moreed Love. [t was an instant bes
seller.

Her primary interest in birth control was
i limsit the reproduciion. of 1he poor. Inan
arficle to the Daily Mol in 1919 she azked
remders fo vidal the “rmesn dreans’ and ask
themeelves,  ‘Are those puny, gaunt,
bleehy, ill-balanced, feeble, ongainly,
withered children, the woung of an imperial
rbce? I waes, she coniended, the s
Jones' with their pumerous sickly children
wha were I;]EGI.I'I.'I'\_\.'iTIH_ the mce.

Ruth Hall admits 1o disliking  this
megalomaniac  whose life she has o
painstakingly researched. But she has dones
Jusr s Sropes would have wished, She has
porrayed her as a political Tigure of such
overiding imporance that her influence
radically changed the position of wamen.
Tl 327 pagea, Ruth Hall barely mentions
the existence of o Writh contral movemaent
which was gathcring mass support within
the laboor moverment, The dialegue in the
left press of the  tims  (see Shela
Rowbolhizm's biography of Stella Brown)
ranged between those whoe  saw  birth
conrol s a ruling class device to breed the
working class out. of existence and thoss
whi saw il as & crucial means of ‘self-deier-
mination® Tor women. The hirth contrel
campaizm cam only have been hampered By
Efopes” arrogant tirades apaiost the bresd-
ing habits of the working class.

Certainly she was a charismatic Fgere and
as such browghn the whire of publicity tothe
birth contral movement. But, she was o
caught up in her own nesd for power tha
she relused even pohelp others who were
facing persecutien ai the same time and for
the zante cause 85 her own, When Rose and
Ciuy Aldred were prosecuted for publishing
Plirgiied Sanger's Family  Limsfaiies o0
groends of ohscenity, she not only refused
tiy aupport them, she wrome 1o the Publi
Frasecutor ta say that the pamphler was
‘prarkent’.

Rath Hall™s biography is critical of Stopes
el only of her persenal style. She makes
no atempl e eriteise her  polidcally.
Peesertheless, she weites se well thas it
would bhe o ogire o dismiss the book
cntiiele. The wealth of detml is Tascinaringe
anad the deseripiions af Stopes’ gtiiodes 6
the miners wrikes of the 1920%, and the
breeding of revaletdonarics,. ber surveys of
the sexualiny of clergymen i, are compell-
i, B v peed & good excute to rcad i,
think af 185 o alleporical spory on fle
chiumgers of bouTgen:- intietdualiam.
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A Fargman

Feminity s Alienation

Women and the Famlly In Marz-
ismand Psychoanalysis

A mmeolyliznary reaopaaiaal Of Sraud ard af
aitempls o inlegrate  Freudiar ape
praacnes into Marslsm by suca writars as
Marcusa, Mitzhall and Reicn Theg baok
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Cynthla Cockburn
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Managemenli of Cities and Peopla

£ analysls ol looal gevernmeart az parl o
the slala machine, thias beak snows 1ha
changing ways ir wiich capital sl relk-
sionzal proguntiar araraprocuced and the
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nalng crealed.
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Lean Traisky
History of the Aussian Revalulion

Trodeke s '‘Gricaning wark, oot e szale
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hisidaas on ravehstion As anasoounbof a
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Movembar Tities

ARMIES AND POLITICS
Jack Woddis

Vehad is therale of tha milbary in gifferent
syslomsea’ palitica powar? Can (ke ammy
ba  ar  autonamous force? In whal
cirgomalances 4o SoUpE Succead? To
whipt exbani have the ClA ard athar
agencies baan invclved In specific coupe?
Cancougs be ‘progesssiva’? Can tha army
aawon barsacalism ? Ordoss ithae LB
emaghad?
TFaseare =@ el the guesians canslider-
ad irihe course of a delaled axaminalian
af e backgicand and svenis abiho mast
impartani mititary couss of (e past iiean
YHBIE

farmhack £5. 58

‘EUROCOMMUNISM’
AND THE STATE
Santiago Carrillo

Tho coniroeess ) baok by tFa General
Sacralary of tha Bpanish Cammunisl
Fary  whichigacracial contriibulan o tha
diabatnonthadewe sormenl of aravdlut-an-
ary alralagy. for socialism rodied n the
aolitical  Siesumelansas ol advanoec
captalism,
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SOVIET WRITERS’
CONGRESS, 1934
Gorky, Radek, Bukharin,
Zhdanov and others

& regrirl 3 sha man -spaeches at the
condrews wmich  oncluded sditatanding
Exviedanalyses of world IMesstura (Garky .
RAadek) z00 Sovat lreratu e (Bukariaias
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became ihe warrant for compiaceni sub-
jectivism, The emphasis on flcthon e the
review pages of the wecklies &5 one
reflection of this mystification; the New
Srareseman's physical separation of “pol-
tics* and “culiure” has effectively instiie-
teomatised it Britain's post-war intelligeni-
gig, eultivated but distrustful of ideas,
soctally ‘responsible’ but suspicious at hear
of the political domain, is (the hving proof of
ity stultilfying power.

The Intelligenisha in Crisis

For more than a decade thiz cultural
contract held good. Revolis' from within,
staged by soclally enprivileged and occupa-
tionally insecure newcoaners, were deflecied,
co-opted or simply igoored. The new
Marxist sub-culture that emerged in the
carly Sixiles was for the most par
disregarded. Ower the nest decade, how-
ever, all this was o change.

The real foundation of this hommogenous,
well-integrated and adaptable bourgeods
intelligentsin was the political equilibrlwm
established  after 1945, The self-evideni
truths that explained its seemingly natural
waorld were those of Keynedan economics,
Fabian reformism and the British Constile-
tion. Today, ns Brtish capital fights its way
out of the wordl recession in ower forty
vears, amidst social orisds and constitu-
tional tremors that may yet break wp the
old Great-British state, that ‘natural® warld
i wisibly coming apart. The current crisis
has burst inte this complacent Fabian
universe much as proletacian insurgency
and imperizhist competition shattered the
calm of Edwardian Liberalism — and with
comparably drastic ldeological effects. For
the second time this century the ldea of
Progress has been confounded.

The most specacular ideological effect
has been the rise of the Right. In the TLS,
there are clear signs of an anii-Marxict
mobilisation. Whereas the first Block Poper
was shrugged off as a reactionary curiosity,
the most recent found jself in the vanguard
of & concerted press campalgn  egainst
progréssive edication. The liberal social
reforms of the Sixties are now threatened
by powerful obscarantist currents which —

The Road to 1845

British Politics and the
World War

Paul Addison

ograph on a recent peri
politics' — New Soclety

Hlustrated

Revolutionaries
E.J. Hobsbawm

Ralph Miliband

Political Police in Britain
Tony Bunyan

publisher:

Quartet Books Limited,
27 Goodge Street,
London WAP 1FD

‘This is a brilllant book. It Is
probably the most intelligent mon-
of British

The State In Capitalist Society

The History and Practice of the

Available from all major bookshops

Q Quartet Books
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a5 the receni Gay News case shows — are
prepared o overturn. even the mast basic
bourgeais Treedoms of speech and publica-
thon i pursuit of their aims. Reaction is
apain respeciable.

The Fabian intelligenizia, sapped by vears
of ‘reasonableness'’. has  proved quite
inadequate to the new diuation. Disorienta-
fion and refreat have been its. mm
responscs. The wholesale invoelution of
Fabian culture is manifest in the pages of
its traditional mouthpisce, e New Steies-
man, The leader-writers of the N5 have [og
4ing rime new besn guite upable to
distinguish berween -a sober grasp  of
political conjunctures and their own spe-
rigus sense of oocasion, s main articles,
sigzagping wildly from week to week, belie
all residual clagims o politcal coherence.
And 15 peviews section i now edited by
Martin Amis who, believing the front of the
paper o be dominated by left-wing
opinion, intends o open the back mages 1o
wrilers of the contrary peridasion. Amis
cannot have heard of Paul lohnson.

The evolution of this egregions publicis
illustrates, with the extravagance of carica-
fure, . the new political bearings of the
inteligentsia, An opponent of Castle's In
Place of Sirife in the late Sixties, Johnson
now specialises in crazed polemics against
the labour movement and all who, by word
or deed, imperil ‘civilisation' and it
historic guardians, the middle class. Ooly
one cirgumstance muffles his resctionacy
clamourings: the decline of the jourosl
which, disgracelully, continues to folarate
him as & director and contributor. The
circulation of the NS has plummetted in
receni vears, giving the strongest evidence
of all that Labour's traditional intelbectual
periphery is now in crisis.

Fighting Back

The mew situation is both dangerous and
fertile, Dangerows, because despite  Lhe
organisational galns of recent years, the news
Marxist tendencles are not wet  (irmly
esablished in the labour movement; a
co-ordinated ideolopical assaull by the
Right could set them back ten years. And
since the decomposition of Fabian culture
is much further advanced than the decline
of Labour politics, the balance of forees is
likely o remain dispdvaniageous for some
time. Fertile, because the possibilities for &
Marxist intervention in the national culture
are wider now tian &t aoyv time since the
Thirties.

Given its present composition, hibwever,
the Left is ill-prepared for defence amad
counter-attack, Factional divisions form
one obvious hindrance; more serious in this
context, however, s the curious 'division of
labour’ that struciures the three disfing-
wiskaie formarions of the Left intelllgentsia
iosday. 1. Ooe is overwhelmingly thearelical
in Focus; wversatibe and preductive in
their own fields, ils representatives incline
towards  academiciam  and  show @
definite List 1o Staliniam in one or other af
its cureent forms. 2, Political militancy is
the hallmark of the revolutionary Left; bt
this 1% too often accompanded by dogmat-
sm, and leads too many militants to a
‘hyper-activist' distrust — mounting o
anti-intellectuafism — of theoretical work
whose implications for ‘action’ are not
immediately obvious. 3. The third — and
largest — is best represented by London®s
Time Oui: genercally anti-capitalist, bl
with no coherent perspective to order the
discrete "issues’ thal concern it, this forma-
fion 1% most consistent in its support for
radical currents io the aris.

These formations overlap in impofrant
wave, but by and large they lead seperate
existencies, communicating  infrequently
and none too fluenily. X

The implication of this {admittedly) ceude
schema is this: before the Left can mobilise
its full culiural fighting strength, 11 must
find a means of orgoaising L, for the first
timme, Lliimately, what is needed is-a new,
non-denominational organ capable of cen-
tralising our  Tesourees for a  sustained
struggle against culiural reaction. Men-
while, ceriain intermediate forms must be
devised, to provide the revolutdonary Lefl
with a means of combet and of self-
preparation. The gquestion of itz relevance
to 'aclion’ has already besn poseéd and
answered — by che Right,

China Rendingsedited by Shurmann,
Schell, Milcon and Mialton,

YVol. I Imperial China B0p

Vol. [I: Republican China $5p
Vol 111: Communist China £1.33
Val. I'V: People's China £1.95
Penguin Books

The first three volumes of the Ching
Reader were first published in 1967, ai the
hetght of the Vietnam War, They aimed at
providing & comprehensive  survey  of
Chinese politics, eology and sociey in
popular and readable form, drawing on
both Chinese and foreige soorces. Typi-
cally, they are dedicated to the *Facully
Peace Committee” and plead for U3
impeciabist commiment to reform. For Sif
reform fails, the polarisaton of world
forces may coose ini beiog, with the LIS
fghting on the side of the reactionaries’.
They also stress that students of Chinese
affaira should oot enly “analvse. material
and act as & technbeal advisor for those whao
make the decisions, (but also) take &
rationnl and rmoral position oo issues’,

These volumes provide a well chosen and
highly readable introduction to the social
amd political crises which led o China’s
three revolations of 1981, 1925-27 and
194%, They present aliernative views oo
Chinese history from the Ch'ing dyniesty 10
the People’s Republic, conpected by a
peneral commentary. The fourth volume,
first published in 1974, deals with China
from 19646 to 1972, 1t gives overwhelming
promisence o the views of the Chinese
bureaucrats and their publicists, In this
sense it is g product of the Mixon ere and
the beginning of Sino-American rapproche-
ment, But Mao and the Chinese leaders —
iochuding  the recently toppled ‘gang aof
four®, all of whom managed to muscle their
way into this wolume a8 promimeni repees-
eritatives of the "Chinse people’ — are
hardly the best costmentators on this recent
period of Chinese history, Rather than fork
ot £1.93 for i, readers would do better to
borrow  Livio Maitan’s - brllsant  Army,
Fariy and Masves in Ching {published by
Mew Left Books at £8) from their local

library. CR R -
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