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[ Arthur Scargill:

‘The Tory |
government |

thought they " .

were going |
to teach the

whole work-
ing class
movement a
political and
economic

lesson.

But the Tories
are the ones

[eBuejryd 18(1#1008] NOSNOOD ‘W'D :010Ud

STRIKE FOR
JOBS
INWALES

taught a
political and
economic
lesson by the
labour

e MONDAY
g 28 JANUARY
e Demonstration
Fstory.’ b e 1'00 pm

SEE TWO thousand steelworkers marched through Sheffield on Monday chanting
‘What do we want? Thatcher Out’.
The message from the rally was that the Tory government had bitten off more
PA GE 3 than it could chew. ‘
Speaker after speaker, including Bill Sirs, denounced the government and
expressed their support for the strike.
Arthur Scargill, the Yorkshire miners’ leader, received thunderous applause.

Sophia Gardens,
Cardiff




OUR POLICIES

C apitalism is in crisis. ‘The leaders
of the Labour Party and the trade
unions ofter solutions that are in
the interests not of the workers
hut of the capitalist class,

So Challenge believes that " PRESIDENT CARTER has called for a boycott of

the 1wo vital tasks confronting
revolutionary socialists are: .are withdrawn from Afghanistan within a month.

" Ttisan appeal which will meet with much instinctive
popular ‘support — including in the workers
‘movement. It also has the backing of a number of
East European dissidents. So why should socialists
-— even those opposed to the Soviet invasion and

the rule of the Moscow bureaumcy — firmly reject

* To build broad-hased class
struggle (endencies in opposition
to class-collaborationism in the
lubour . These should
be non- :' ‘¢ in character,
grouping together militants hold-
ine a wide range of political views, .
- Carter’s appeal has nothmg to do with human
nglxts, self-determinatmn, or any other issue- of
-concern to working people. He lumselimore or less
ndmitted it in his TV broadeast, descnbing the
. inivasion as an ‘unprecedeiited act, a threat to a vital
-grea of the world where the interests of our country
. and out allies ‘are deeply embedded’. In other
-words, boycott the Olympic Games-to defend the

* To begin to light lor the
creation of 3 unified and
democratic revidu ary socialist
organisation which can, through
an application of united f{ront
tactics, begin to be xeen as an
alternative by thousands of
workers engaged in struggles,

the Olympic Games in Moscow unless Soviet troops

-affairs.

,_Secnus'__Clxauenge, 328/9 Upper S, London NL Editorial: 01-359 8180/9 msmbuuon anﬂ advertising 01-359 8371

Moscow Olymplcs the name of the game

the most ardent supporters of the British Lions

rugby tour to South Africa — a country where the-

politics of apartheld determine every smgle ‘aspect
of the way sport is run. It is this Tory gover_nmelt ,
too, which seeks to punish Moscow at the same time

Pinochet in Chile — a classic product. .of an
imperiglist intervention in - another country’s

. Carter’s boycott call is part of a new US war . .
drive whose main target is not the USSR at all —
Carter still proclaims his commitment to detente -

with the Kremlin bureaucracy — but the emerging
new revolutions which threaten capitalism’s
control of the world market. The. problem for

Carter, Thatchér and their cronjes is not lack of

striking power. It is the deeply suspicious attitude

lnlerests of US |mpenahsm. -

Nuen an organisation should be
based on the understanding thai:

The for socialism
¢ the fight of

the bosses

ed layess

v somen, b . people,

— struggling  for  their

liberation. This socialism can only

he achieved by creating new organs

i power and delesting with all

necessary means the power of the

capitaiist <z

Our  socialism »will be
infindely more democratic
than what exists in Britain

today, with foll rights for all
political parties and currents that
do not take up arms against the
socialist state. The Stalinist models

] lism' in the USSR and

) 1 Furope hase discredited
sociatism in the eyes of million» of §
workers  thro i the worid. }
We are oppos o them and will
offer fili sunn te all those
tighting Tor socialist demecracy.

Fhe inferests of workers uand
g capiahicis are irrecon )
on g world seale. Capitalism |

has not osiy crexted a world

| market, it has created waorld
politics. Thus we fighi Yor working
class unity on am international
scale. This uniiy will in the long
run he decisive in defeating both
the imperialist regimes in the West
and the bruial dictatorships they
sustain in Latin America. Africa |
and Asia.

s Britain it implies demanding
the immediate withdrawal  of
British troops from lreland and
tetting the Trish people determine
their own future.

siruggle
H - Games the pro-imperialist regi-e

v emanatmg fwm the Palacé of

Westminster as. the _steel stnke

nters its fourth week, there is a

gomi ‘chance- that ‘its perpetrator

s Callighan, architect -of

. ~Faboir’s election defeat.

The requirement for -the British
Steel Corporation to break even this
year — a demand -which the" steel
.industry in no - West - Européan
“country ¢ould hope to meet =« was
first presented - by.. . Callaghan’s

- government. From that stems the 2
per cent pay offer to the steelworkers
and the 52,000 redundancies requlred
-by August.

The Tory government ‘was a
willing recipient of the plans-for'steel
" hatched by the Department of
Industry under its former minister,
Eric Varley, and the steel unions were
among those the Tories considered
they could take on and beat- — as
_ listed in the schedule drawn up by
Nicholas Ridley when the Tories wege
in oppomtlon
Showdown |
. Last week the EEC’s social affairs

- commissiener .pointed out that the
government hadn’t bothered to appl
for ‘relief funds to help cushion the
redundancies’, which suggests that
the Tories were eager for a

. showdown.

The militancy of the steétworkers
"has no doubt begun to change their
minds about that. The last thing that
Thatcher wants is for the pay strike
to spill over into a struggle against the
closures in steel, with the kind of
indefinite: strike action - that the
miners and railwayworkers in South
" 'Wales are demanding.

If the TUC can hold back that
- action, as it is seeking to do, the
Tories are likely to look for some way
to juggle the steel corporation’s
balance sheets and hope that the

The Communist parties ia
Furope are in crisis. Neither
the ‘Furocommunist’ nor |

the pro-Moscow wings have any
meuningful  strategy  for the
overthrow of the capitalist state.
New reyolutionary sociaiist parties
are more necessary than ever

| before. Conditions (oday  are
more tavourable than over the
preceding three decades. But such
parties can only  be built by
rejecting sectarianism and sceing
internal democracy not as a lusury
but as a vita! necessits . This means
the right ¢ arganise factions and
tendencies.

If you spree with these principles
to be involved in
by Socialist Challenge
rs in your area, fill in the
owv and send it 1o s,

furnacemen can sell their members a
slightly increased pay -offer. But as
the days.go by and the steel blockade
bites deeper into the economy, the
juggling act becomes mcreasmgly
dlff" cult.

aminterested  in more
intormation aboui achivities in my
rea.
* § would like additional Hierature
I and enctose 30p o cover casts,
(Dedete #F not applicabic)

A victory for the steelworkers on
. pay could dent the Tories’ strategy;
- but not shatter it, With cash limits at
ihe heart.of their plan to put the
-squeeze O earnings: and: jobs in the

Pesascesvan “sesanese

“Sector; . there” remain. millions . of
-workers - in: - the - Tories’ = ‘weak’
catcgory, not least thos&at BL where

L BTSN )
ienssssbrdinsavabiibessennissenrnness
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If any further proof were needed -that this is
* what is intended ,justthink back a bit to 1968. Then--
" the Olympics were held in Mexico. On the eve of the .

- hundreds of protpsting students in cold bl_ood'

leaders of the ISTC and the Blast-

- showing how effective pickets can be

natlonahscd industries and the public

of working people in the West to the prospect of
further military adventures by their rulers in.the
wake of Vietnam. They must be softened up to
accept new intérventions which can put a stop to

shot down - Nicaragus, and eslewhere. In this sense, the lack of

promising sign for the imperialists.
It is a sign of the bankmptcy of the Sov:et

the unions are presently ballotmg on
a pay- offer.

Margaret Thatcher is determined
to win her spurs as the leader of the
most right-wing British government
this side of World War Two. The
farce of ‘non- inlerv?ntion in the
steel strike was accompanied ' last
week by a slight intervention in the
fuel industry, with the proposal that
gas prices will be pegged to inflation
plus 10 per cent — a formula which
workers would do well to apply to
wage claims.

Still on the stocks, of course, is
James Prior's Employment Bill,
which aims to outlaw closed shops
and effective picketing. The latest
rumour is that the proposals will in-
clude giving employers a free hand to
sack strikers, The steelworkers are

working class.

resist.

mounted — in spite of their union
leadership — and we may yét see a
concerted effort by the police to con-
 front that. .

The steel strrke does have the
potential to setback the Tory govern-- |
ment to the point of its departure. |
Rank and file feaders in the: strike

-opently tatk of it leading tq generalis '

anti-imperjalist upsurges such as thos¢ in Iram, *
-conditions —
".delegations and the like — which can help to

=improvethe situtation of the opposition, This is the
. best’ way of exposing the demagogy of Carter. and -

international ‘protest at the despatch of British -
. troops to police the elections in Zambahwe isa’
" And then there are the Tory canvassers of &
,Moscow boycott. Many of them are simultanecusly -

ed strike action. That clearly needs to
be the objective of our arguments
and actions. The disparate days of
action  being called by the official
leadership of the labour movement
paraliel the piecemeal way in which the
government hopes to carve up the

The steclworkers and the South
‘Wales miners and railwayworkers
‘have ‘opened the way to a shove that
the government will not be able to

" bureaucracy that their invasion of Afghanistan has

been the single biggest boost to this political drive to
roll back the worldwide struggle of working people.
But to go along with any suggestion of a boycottof

‘ ) the Moscow Olymplcs would sithply remforce the
as it re-establishes diplomatic relations with

imperialist campaign against our class.

Equally there are those who say that both the
Olympic Games and the Lions tour should go ahead
because sport should have nothing to do with
politics. We disagree. The Lions tour should be
stopped. We take this position because our efforts
must be directed towards extending working class-
solidarity, both with the emerging anti-imperialist
struggles throughout the world and with the
workers of the Soviet Union itself. Qur alternative
to the Moscow bureaucracy has nothing t6 do with
that of Carter. We-argue for socialist democracy
because that is the most effective way of defending

‘the gains and interests of the world worlnng class

against whoever threatens them.
That is why we don’t merely say that the

_ Olympics should go ahead in Moscow; we want to

organise a campaign  against the repressive
through labour movement

Thatcher and rolling back their war drive.

Next weekend, potentially one of
the most powerful . bodies of the
labour movement is meeting. The. .
Liaison Committee for the Defence -
of Trade Unions will discuss the
response to the Tories.

Delegates will be arguing that thev
steelworkers’ strike should be joined
by national strike action to stop all
closures and job loss — in the steel.
industry, the railways. and British
Leyland. Militants will be pushing for
this action .as the first step in a
movement to kick out the Tories.

. Liaison Committee for the
Defence
of Trade Unions

Saturday 26 January, 10. 30am.

Friends Meeting House,
Euston Road, London

Credéni.als from Jim, Hiles, 137 Wansléad Park, -

Road llftm! Essex
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oil-drilling

‘may have_

to stop

By Des Tierney

NORTH Sea oil is the most recent

target of the sieel strike in Scotland.
Strike leaders have declared that

Ibey will prevent all steel movements

on the East coast of Scotland, which

‘would' disrupt drilling operation and

‘production in the North Sea. Pat

. Shevlin, spokesperson for the
-Scottish strike commitiee, explained
the effects: *Workers in oil platform
production yards at Nigg Bay and
Ardersier have already been told not
to allow steel movement in or out of
their yards. If we can stop even one
_shipment going out to the rigs they
‘wonld have to stop their drilling.
That will cost them thousands of
pounds per hour.’

Steelworkers in Scotland see any
manufacturing industries that use
“steel as legitimate targets. All the
major employers in central Scotland
are feeling the effects — General
‘Motors, - Talbot, British Leyland,

Caterpillar and Honeywell,
_ ‘Our view,’ said Pat Shevlin, ‘has
been that
- supporied everyone else wholeheart-
edb in recent years, the most recent
: 'ple being the lorry drivers who
4"t even need to picket us. We are

7" ‘now asking for the same level of

-support from the people -in these
factories.'

“The boss of the Confederation of
British Industry in Scotland, John

Davidson, has predicted ‘widespread -

redundancies, lower investment,
fewer jobs and thinner pay packets’
§ bec_'ause of - the effectlveness of the

Davidson said it could take five or
“.six years to elaw back lost markets,
Arthur Bell, the divisional officer
for- . the ISTC, responded to
WS threat by urging strikers
2 eowl down on flying pickets at a
mettiig called by the STUC Inst

.Tuesday. ‘While we are anxious to

stop the flow- of steel supplied in
Scotland, we are concerned about the
effects of picketing on manufactur-
ing industry,” he said.

That strikers in Scotland view the

_ agreement sceptically is demonstrat-
o4 by their actions in relatlon to
North Sea oit’

The steeiwo;leus sre on stnke to.
win a 20 per cent ‘Wage claim, The
more supporf other workers give

" them the more bite the strike will
. have and the quicker they will win,

Solidarity is vital, although .the
STUC seems to be reluctant to
organise it. This should not deter the
steelworkers themselves — through
demonstrations, rallies and public

_meetings — putting their point of
view across to other workers affected
by the steel strike in Scotland.

BobScholey skulks

into Teesside

BSC chief executive Bob Scholey has
betn visiting Teesside to try to
‘persuade steel strikers there to accept
a local productivity deal.
The Teesside strike committee
“claim that Bob Scholey ‘skuiked’ into
Teesside too afraid to confront the
steel workers with his offer: ‘He again
made the ill-fated Saul offer, which is

clearly an attempt to divide the

national membership of the ISTC. He
is really naive if he believes this ploy
© will work.’ ,
. . 'The offer, saf)_r the steelworkers,
would only bene it two out of three
‘employers ~ ‘the other third will be
dismissed to pay for the offer to the
two‘ !

_Ndrth sea

the steelworkers have-

x: G. M. COOKSON [Socislist cmmm

ARTHUR SCARGILL

TWO thousand workers marched in Sheff‘ eld on Monday
in solidarity with steel strikers to a rally at the City Hall,

The demonstrators were in a militant mood,
steelworkers, building workers and miners chanted:
‘What do we want? 20 per cent with no strings’, ‘Tories
out’, and some steelworkers in the Transport and General
Workers Union urged a general strike to get rid of the
Tories.

Arthur Scargill took the stage at the rally at City Hall
to thunderous applause:

‘I bring you greetings from 66, 000 Yorkshire miners
(applause). This dispute is a political dispute between the
steelworkers and the government. The Tories calculated
this strike as an attack on one of the weakest links in the
labour movement. They wanted -to give a political and
economic lesson to the whole working class movement.

éListening to the mad monk on Weekend World you

steel industry but all nationalised industries. And here’s a
lesson for future Labour governments. Let’s stop taking
over lame ducks in industry and take over all their white
swans instead. Had the last Labour government taken the
correct socialist policies the movement wouldn’t be in the
difficulties it is today. .

‘T'm glad these Labour MPs (Stan Crowther, Joan
Maynard, Martin Flaunery) here today have opposed
incomes policy. Let’s oppose them under all governments,
not just Tory governments.

‘Steel i§ subsidised throughout Europe with a hidden
snbsu!y on coal British steel should also be subsidised.

Audience at Sheffield rally gives Scargill rapturous response when he says:

BILL SIRS

Scarglll Iplead gul
tointerferinginthe
steel strike

can see that the Tories are not only bent on destroying the

ou’re invincible!’

Everyone else has got 20 per cent — the miners, the Ford
workers, industrial civil servants. Steelworkers shouldn’t

. settle for less than 20 per cent with no strings.

‘Pve been accused of interfering in the steel strike. 1
plead guilty (massive applause). They say refrain from
secondary picketing. What they mean is refrain from
effective picketing. They can introduce whatever laws
they like but we’ll picket whatever targets are necessary to
win this strike.

‘The lessons of our struggles against the last Tory
government is that solidarity is the key to victory. The
miners would never have won without support. If the
steel workers win against the Tories it’s-a victory for all of
us. You can count on the support of the Yorkshire
miners. Onward to victory.’

BILL SIRS, fresh from his chat with Maggie Tﬁatcher,
spoke after Scargill had received his standing ovation.

‘The government thoughi we were 2 soft towch. We
didn’t want to fight but we had to. Meetings like this are
not going to have an impact. Negotiations are mot going
to win as they did ander Labour. We need an all-ont war
to win.

‘But if you go into batlle you need your troops behind
you. We've had problems here. We've no intention of
accepting the present offer. But neither are we arguing for
more money that that which has already been offered. We
just want a fair share.

‘Let’s get around the negotiating table (cries of ““not
less than 20%°"). If we get round the negotiating table, I'll
be satisfied (more cries of “not less ‘than 20%").

_Strikes

= BRI T

Scunthorpe

A HUNDRED trades unionists from
Scunthorpe attended a day con-
ference on the steel strike on
“Saturday. The conference was
organised by the Scunthorpe Steel
Action Committee, with speakers
including strike leaders from
Scunthorpe and Corby.
Steelworkers explained the need to
link the strike over pay with the fight
against closures in the steel industry.
Stan  Sheridan, from the
Rotherham strike committée, said:
“The strike is against the government
and its whole economic policies. Pay
and jobs must be linked. Youth need

jobs.

“This will be the last fj ght in steel,’
he continued. ‘If we close we'll never
be able to fight again.”

‘A general strike is near 100 per
cent certain. If other trade unions see
SirKeith Joseph putting the boot into
Bill Sirs, they’ll respond. It’s not just
jobs in steel. There are a quarter of
million associated jobs at stake.

‘If the closures go ahead,’
Sheridan added, ‘there could be three-
million unemployed by the end of the

‘year. Sirs has been a moderating

influence throughout-the strike, but
the Iads are learning on a daily basis.
The upion will never be the same

again.’

Women face the

- sack at Lesneys

LESNEY products, the ‘Matchbox’
toy, firm, are making nearly 2,000
workers redundant. One-sixth of the
7,500 workforce in Britain are being
given the push, plus about 800 part
time workers, Most of the production
is done by women and for every man

- sacked three women will go.

Anmc Spike, shop steward on the
evening shift at  the [Eastways,

- Hackney site, says: ‘People have just

accepted it, it’s like being back in the
Twenties, they’re told they’re no
good. But the women are Lesney’s
profit.’

The redundancies appear to have
been accepted by the workforce
without any struggle. Many workers
have put their names down for
voluntary redundanmes. although the
payments won’t be very great, and
there is already 10  per cent
unemployment in Hackney. What it
shows is the weakness of the unions in
Lesney’s. That’s why Annie Spike is
in favour of the « iased shop:

‘It’s very important, everyone has
to stick together. Why shouid the
others not in the union get the
benefits. If they realised what union
}r;;iant united we stand, dmded we

Annie has fought hard to get her
shift unionised and to get her
members better conditions. But if the
full-time workers aren’t going to fight
there is little that the women worhng
part-time can do. And Annie isn't
confident of much support from the
local labour movement, with the
exception of Hackney BOC.

‘If people could afford it’, she
says, ‘we should just take owver

Lesney’ S, like Meccano.” The read
question is: can Lesney’s workforce,
the local labour movement and the
whole working class afford wet 1o
fight against any loss of jobs and
against the anti-working policies of
this Tory government?
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SOUTH Wales is t’ightmg for its sirvival.
“The steel corporation’s plan for 11,000
redundancies at Port Talbot and
Llanwern steel works threatens the future
of the region.

Thousands of 'miners, railway and

associated workers will also lose their jobs as
the whole of Welsh industry contracts after the
closures. The profits demanded. by the Tories
can only be achieved at the expense of Welsh
jobs, - -
Port Talbot and Llanwern. are giant
modern integrated steel plants. Both have only
recently been completed. Now they are due to
be placed in mothballs waiting for an upturn in
the economy when there will bé more demand.

The decmon toonly partially: close: xhese .
plants is aimed " at reducing steel-making "

capacity in South  Wales by half,  This

‘simming’ means that steel would continue to - -
be produced at Port Talbot and. théh. be |

transferred 60 milés to the finishing mills at

Llanwern. The present mills at Port Talbot -
‘would ' close ‘along with the . steel-making .

section at Llanwern. In short, the way would
be opened to close plants

Heart

The steel industry is the heart of the local”

economy. The planned closures would mean.
the immediate loss of 7,500 ‘mining jobs; with
BSC’s plan to double its imports of American
-coking coal another 7,500 mining jobs will go.

. Half the present pits. in South Wales will -

close, and there are no alternative ‘jobs for
redundant miners. And then thére’s rail. The
mining and steel industries account for 65 per
cent of British Rail’s freight in South Wales,
and the Tories already want to cut 40,000 jobs
nationally,

Add all the figures together and the total is
staggering. The official estimate is 45,000
redundancies. The Welsh NUM considers that
the total would be nearer 60,000. Either way,
the result would be the devastataon of South
Wales. As Don Hayward of the Welsh NUM

puts it: ‘This is catastrophic. The situation is

now more serious than 1926 or the *30s.’
The Welsh: TUC initially called for strike

“action on 21 January, but has now called a

one-day strike for 28 January after pressure

from the TUC to postpone mdef‘ mte strike

action.to 10 March.

Talking

The reason is clear enough. The TUC
would like to wait until the present steel strike
is over before it discusses closures with the
government.

There is a growing awareness among steel v

workers that the wages fight is also about jobs,
and that the militancy shown in the past few
weeks is far more effective than talking with
the Tories.

Allout 281anuary

South
ales

- By Pat Kane
- in Swusea

or

survival

‘I've firmly supported the Wales TUC -

_strike,” says Bob Taylor, who works in the hot
mills at Port Talbot. ‘I was s very disappointed
when it was called off.

‘I think they will keep puttmg it off because

the TUC in London doesn’t want it. It’s a pity, .
" because it's about time someone did something

about jobs.) If the closures go through, Bob
Taylor won’t have a job to go back to.

.

‘Ballot

Unlike the TUC and the ISTC leadershlp, -

the South Wales NUM is willing to defend
jobs. They have been campaigning for a Welsh
general strike against the BSC plan. Don

' Hayward says that “all-out strike action is now

inevitable.’

Local NUM officials have organised pit-
head meetings and a miners’ ballot produced
an 8-1 majority in favour of strike action. The
one-day strike action on Monday is seen by
miners as only the start of a movement towards
a general strike to stop the closures.

If the NUM and transport workers joined

_the steel strike it would bring the whole of

Welsh industry to a standstili. But there is all
the difference between calling for a trike and

* organising it. The methods of the NUM have -

to be extended to every factory and union
branch.

Glyn Jones of the Swansea Trades Council
Executive Committee thinks that it’s time that

the rest of the trade union movement discusses -

the strike. He says:

Internatlonallsm...

" By Cllve Turnbull

THE Iatest issue of Sleel'workers

Banner, published by the ISTC, hasa

.page - of sohdan-ty messages from

trade unions around the world.
Union after union spells out their
support for the steelworkers struggle
in Britain,

From the CGT, the largest union
in France: ‘Having learnt of the

British steel dispute we salute the.
workers struggling for a guarantee of -
their standard of living as we; too,

are involved in a struggle against
austerity and re-structuring.

‘You have our active solidarity
and we are at your disposal to help
and are ready to concert action in the
interests of French and British
steelworkers.’

And from the United States: ‘The
United Steelworkers of America wish

you every success in your struggle to-

win an honourable and decent wage
settlement in the face of the enor-
mous increases in cost-of living which

— in the absence of substantial wage
increases — will destroy the standard
of living of your membership.

‘Be assured that efforts to prevent
the export of off-shore steel to Bri-
tain and to seek the support of the
transport unions in preventing any
such shipments have our full co-
operation and support.’

Similar telegrams were sent to the

- steelworkers are facing the-same pro—

" in the steel industry is not the fault of

ISTC by unions in West Germany,

Japan, Italy, Portugal, Mexico, -

Spain and Brazil. .
In every country. in the 'West,

blem of plant*closure, job loss; and® -
attacks on livifig stafidards.

The type of solidarity that has
been given to the fight of -British- -
steelworkers shows clearly that there
is the basis of an international cam-
paign to defend the jobs and. hvmg
standards of all steelworkers: :

_ Unfortunately, the demand fof
import controls raised by the Labour ™
left and the Communist Party cuts
across such a struggle. It is at best a
utopian idea, which presupposés that
the British steel industry can exist in
isolation, producing only for the
British market; and not be similarly
barred from forelgn markets.

But the main danger of . the call
for import controls is that it shifts the
ﬁght from the real enemy. The crisis’

German, Japanese, or French
workers. They face the same pro-
blems in their countries as
steelworkers confront in Britain,

The fight is with the employers
and with governments like the Tories
in Britain. They are the ones who
have 1o be beaten in this steel strike.
And they are the ones who have to be
beaten in every future battlé on jobs,
wages and conditions. '

15 ,000 mining Jobs are at stake in South Wales if steel closures go ahead and cokmg coal contract is

concluded by the steel bosses,

‘We have to get an immediate recall of thé
Welsh TUC to organise for a general strike to

“stop the closures. It should be open to

delegates from shop stewards’ committees and

‘" .workplace union branches. The trade union

leaders have been discussing this for months.
It’s time the rank and file’s voice was heard.

. ‘This is the way to get action, through the
involvement of the whole trade union
movement. The BSC aren’t sitting around

" waiting. - They have given a- -deadline - of 31

March for the unions to agree to the
redundancy proposal, We have to get the strike
orgamsed now. It’s possnble to bring it
forward:®

The trade union leaders are setting very
firm limits for this strike. They simply want a
postponement of the closures for two years, an

-end to the proposed increases in coking coal

imports, a subsidy for Welsh coal to make it

-competitive and enquiry into the running of

the BSC.

We have to point out that the present vc:risis
of the BSC has very little to do with the

. productivity of steel workers. The BSC should

be forced to save every job and the working
week reduced to enable the existing work to be
shared. The government should guarantee the
wages of every South Wales worker. Interest
payments of BSC loans should be cancelled
immediately. Last year that came to £200m.
These are the type of policies that can unite

miners and steelworkers and overcome the.

divisions being created by the Tories and the
BSC.

The aim of strike action should be to get at
the heart of the problems facing the Welsh
working class — the unemployment policies of

- the Tory government. The management of -
~BSC are simply carrying out the orders of the

government. It was Thatcher that insisted that
the BSC break even this year while imposing
strict cash limits,

It is the existence of this government that

~ has.to be challenged not simply its individual

policies.

Mandate

.~ Callaghan and the other Labour leaders say
that the Tories have a democratic mandate for.

. their policies. But they have no mandate from

Swansea or Cardiff, Liverpool, Newcastle or:

Glasgow for their policies. These towns didn’t. .

vote Tory and neither did the vast majority of
workers who are suffering from threats to their

-very future,

There is a very real possibility of a general
strike in South Wales. The determination of
the miners, the example of the steel workers,

terrify the union leaders in London as much as- -

they do the Tory establishment,

By extending the Welsh TUC’s struggle to - -
all those areas which are willing to fight. .

back we can turn this into a real movement -
throughout the country to kick out the Tories.

But we have to remember there is a'long way
from the call for the general strike to it actually

happening. Over the next weeks we have to

educatc, agitate and organise to turn that call .
into action.

...not import controls

WEST GERMAN steel workers bring donation’ to Sheff‘ eld rally on Monday.
Import controls strategy could break up thls kind of solidarity.

From KAF (Swedish section of
- the Fourth International)

'ALL movement of steel
intended for Britain is bemg
" blocked by Swedish trade
unions, - ‘
The dockers responded
within a week of the strike’s .
start, refusing from 8 January

bound for Holland with steel
which would then be .
transported on to Britain.
~ On 15 January a similar ban
was imposed by transport
drivers, and this week unions
representing metal workers,
seafarers, shopworkers and
works managers are expected to
follow suit. Normaily 15 per
cent of all steel produced in
Sweden ends up in Britain.

The British strike is having
another effect too. Closure

which will make at least 2,500
steelworkers, redundant. The
British strikers’ militancy, which
is shown on our TV screens
every day, is increasing the
determination of those in ;

~ Sweden to take the same course.

[eBusiieyd Wll‘l”é‘] NOSH00D "W’'D :Mouyd

to load British-bound ships with
" steel. Also included were ships - .

plans have been announced here




 steel
industry
‘withou

A By Geoffrey Sheridan
' THE Labour left has an unenviable task While the Callaghan-

tears

Healey wing of the Labour Party merely dresses up policies
which seek to bolster profits at the expense of working class

- living standards — Labour’s left would have us believe that it

-forward his solution for the steel -

" evitable about contraction or run-

" point; because — unlike practically

- based on a problem that is being ex-
" perienced throughout the West — a
. glut of ‘steel.
_over-production is

.. ment of demand for steel,

.‘tion capacity with potential demand

" Over the half decade to 1978, produc-

-and ‘steelwork by 38 per cent, ship-

*58 per cent, and construction by 59 -

_ difficulty is that he does not advocate
- steel= makmg and steel-using-
~ fall of 2 per cent in the gross domestic
Cproduct in 1980-F, which would ac-
~almost a third in steel production.

- cent’in steel with a growth rate of 2
- jected 15m tonnes (o nearly 22.5m
Estlmates

~ - the

‘private sector’ (presumably cuts in in-

can solve capltallsm s crisis wnthout harmlng anyone.

This is the spirit in which
Labour MP Michael Meacher,
c¢hairperson of the Labour Co-
ordinating Committee, has put .

industry.

In an .article published in the
Guardian on 8 January, Meacher
argues” that ‘therev is nothing 'in--

down in the industry®. .
That is an - important- starting .

every other industry in' Britain —
steel is undergoing a substantial
modernisation programme, which
could bring it into line with the most
advanced production methods that
present-day technology has to offer.

The Tories' requirement for
closure and mass redundancies are

But. that problem. of
unique to -
capitalism. It arises not from fulfill-
but the
system’s inability to match produc-

Decline

Meacher spells out the decline in
the main domestic markets for steel.

tion in motor vehicle manufacture
fell by 39 per cent, industrial plant

building and marine engineering by

per cent. .
Reversmg the. declme in these in-

-task that Meaché' sets hlméelf Ti‘re

the one course that could secure this
objective:. workers’ plans. for . the
‘in-
dustries, 'imposed by workers’ con-
trol over production_and dlsmbu-
tion,

The Treasury, he says, forecasts a

company BSC’s plan for a cutback of

. Meacher argues that there would
be an expansion of ‘perhaps 5 per

per cent in the British gconomy, [ift-
ing steel production from the pro-

tonnes,

Meacher proposes to stimulate

economy by ‘demand
management’, which simply consists
of ‘higher expenditure in the public
sector coupled with ‘tax cuts in the

. CORBY Closure of the steel works will bring devastation to the town.

BSC interest mounts

: 'If a measure of industrial pert'ormance is required it is the return before
*'interest which is paid which is relevant; interest payments to the government,

. the banks and other lenders are simply the say in which the surplus earned is

distributed.” — Financial Times, 2 January 1980,
And the pre-interest figures of the British Steel Corporation’s profit and

loss account? _
BSClosses [and interest] — £millions

Tradmg Profit/Loss Interest: Payments —Loss Declared
‘1976:.- 297.9- -107.6 . = 4055
1977: + 140.7 - 161.7 = -21.7
1978: - 257.6 - 197.4 = -455.0
1979: - 119.7 - 2077 = 3274

Over the past four yesrs, the steel corporation has declared a loss of
£1.215m. But of this, over half — a total of tGOOn — was handed to the
moneylenders in interest payments.

come tax and VAT). This, he
estimates, would boost production all
round.

Unfortunately, capitalists have a
nasty habit of not obliging. With the
present deptessed level of profits, for
example, they are just as likely to ab-
sorb increased demand by hiking up
prices than to-expand production.

In  particular, the expansion

the steel unions should be striking
over is not so much an inadequate
pay offer s a disastrous corporate
strategy,..

Presumably he doesn’t mean that
the steelworkers shouldn’t be on the
picket lines over pay, but his
approach to drawing up a plan for
steel does leave out small questions
like the existence of a Tory govern-

ment, in: #ew.plant ‘and:machinery in -

would be required in industries which
have long needed a complete
overhaul in the shape of massivé in-
vestment in new plant and
machjnery. It is- this investment
~which-. capitalists have resolutcly
‘refused to carry:out.

Even when the Labour govem—
ment handed grants of-£3 billion a
year to industrialists, annual invest- .

Jrever rose’ above £

Brmsh owned capital earns twice as
much from profits éxtracted overseas
than from invcstments here

Growth .

The financiers would consnder it
even safer to invest abroad with the
boost to inflation contributed by -
Meacher’s: proposal - to increase
public expenditure,

Import controls are an inevitable
part of Meacher’s plan, aimed at
directing most of the growth in de-
mand- to Britain. Although he has.
adopted a variant put forward by
Cambridge economists — of holding
the growth in manufactures to about
half of what it would otherwise reach

— this would still force the purchase
of relatively more expensive domestic.
goods and have the effect of export- -
ing unemployment.

Even-if Meacher’s version of im-
port controls did not provoke moves
to block British exports, the recession -
in the West ensures that there could
be no expansion of these exports.

Meacher begins his article: ‘What

ment and the notion of class struggle.

loss and closures in steel: refusing to
pay -the interest charges which ac-
count for over half of BSC’s losses

. over the past four -years; and na-

tionalisation of the profitable private
steel- sector, which supplies a quarter
of the steel used in-Britain.

There is a valuable sfep the

Labour left: could take in seeking to
match up steel-making capacity with
the wide-ranging needs for the pro-
duct. That is to hold a conference of
representatives from- the workforce

of the steel-making and using .in-.

dustries, both in Britain and
overseas, .
Dictates

Such a conference, by beginning
to elaborate the needs of the working
class in relation to steel, .would give
an impetus to the struggles necessary
to confront the dictates of capital.

Among these are a shorter work-
ing week and sharing of the available
work in the steel industry, in order to
protect jobs and plants.

Determining and allocating steel
production to meet working class
needs could only be achieved by
workers’ control and that, of course,
would require a head-on confronta-

“reason S Simply-that ] T

Perhaps this is why he does not
suggest- two measures which would
have an immediate effect on the job

tion .not simply with the present
government but with all those who
stand in the way of socialism.

South Yorks builds

‘SOC]ALIST republlc of South. Yorkshire reads the best-selhng badge pro-
duced by Barnsley Trades Council. While the establishment of the republic
may be a little way off, the fight in the area against the culs in soclal spending.

: ‘snhead of most parts of Britain.

A one day all-out strike is planned for 18 February, called by !he South
Yorkshire Association of Trades Councils, which is now distributing 160,000
leaflets to mobilise support. )

The proposal for the action is endorsed by Sheffield District AUEW,

- Yorkshire NUM, the Manchester region of the Confederation of Slupbulldmg

and Engmeermg Unions, and other trade union bodies in the North-west.

George Caborn, secretary of the anmeermg Union’s Sheffield district, ex-
plains that the day of action is part of the TUC’s campaign for social and
economic advance, as decided at last year’s Congress.

*The call for strike action;” Caborn says, ‘could obviously only be a recom-
mendation. We are now going back to fauoty and public meetings to see what
support we can gei on jobs and services.’

A major role in the campaign in South Yorkshire has been played by Barn-
sley Trades Council. In the epinion of its secretary, Mike Stokes, the 18
February action is part of bmldmg up of the fight against the Tories.

In Barnsley, that fight is also having to deal with the right wing in the
Labour Party, which has drawn up proposals for culs in line with the govern-
ment’s requirement.

Barnsley-councillor Alan Schofield, who has attacked this move, has been
threatened with the withdrawal of the Labour whip.

Mike Stokes expressed his political perspective as the fight for a Labour
govemmenl, commitied to socialism. ‘If it’s capitalism with a conscience that
you want,” he adds, ‘it may as well be a Liberal government. That’s why we’re
going all-out for 18 February.’

SUPPORT THE STEEL S TRIK E

Soclahst Clmllenge

Pay now,
say o
Scottish
teachers

By Desmond Tierney
ALMOST 1,600 teachers in Dundee

January in protest at the decision of
the Tory controlled Tayside council
to sack 130 primary school teachers
on-fixed term contracts.

The strike has been called by the
national executive of the Educational
Institute of Scotland, and it will close
schools throughout Dundee.

The background to the sackings is
the council’s plans to slash £1.2m
from its education budget.

Pressure is also building up for
immediate settlement of the 1979
wage claim, which was referred to the
Clegg Comm1551on Unofficial action
has been taken at one large Glasgow
school.

Commenting on the Glasgow
teachers” walk-out, Keir Bloomer,
chief pay negotiator for the Scottish
teachers’ union, said: ‘There is an ob-
vious danger, There could be a chain
reaction. ‘Now: our -task ‘will be to
-keep other teachers from taking
similar unofficial action.’

. Sueh . leadership. has, provoked

prepare tg fight the Tories.
Sponsored by Rank and File and

_many individual union members, the

conference will discuss how the Tory

education 'system. - Hopefully. it will
take decisions on what policies the
union should pursue against the
Tories and how .these should be
| fought for in the union.

The “Scottish Teachers and the
Tories’ conference is on Saturday, 2
February, 11am-5pm, at City Halls,
Candlerigs, Glasgow. Informauon
- from: Allan Armstrong, 28 Mertoun
Place, Edinburgh.

*Teachers in the London borough
of Ealing struck on Wednesday for a
“half-day over the council’s plan to
sell to the Church of England
Twyford comprehensive school.

In Nottingham, two thousand
National Union of Teachers’
members were called out on
Wednesday over the suspension of a
nursery teacher, disciplined for
| protesting at nursery cuts.
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are due to strike on Thursday 24 .

‘ ‘,'Scotm teathets ‘te..organise’a: con- .
femmmdimsshmhw they- can-

policies will affect teachers.and the .




the deceased’s.

Jimmy Kelly
—what the
pathologist
said

By Tony Mechan

TEN DAYS ago members of the
Jimmy Kelly Action Committee
travelled to Westminister to distribute
to MPs copies of the post mortem
performed on Jimmy Kelly by Dr
John Torry. Sir Harold Wilson, MP
for Huyton, agreed to table a.motfon-
calling for a public inquiry and said
after reading Dr Torry’s report that
he was confident other MPs would
support him.

Socialist Challenge obtained a
copy of this extraordinary report last
week.

The pathologist gives as a major
contributory factor to the -cause of
death, ‘multiple injuries’. These
included a shattered jaw, which in.the
opinion of the pathologist is most
probably explained by, ‘a blow or
kick to the jaw’. Other injuries
included a fractured vertabra and a
bruised testicle, ‘indicating a blow to
or squeezing of that testicle’. A
policeman has apparently admitted to
squeezing Kelly’s testicle. But the
pathologist is of the opinion that the
bruise was more like to have caused by
a blow from the fist or knee.

In addition to these injuries there
were numerous other bruises and
abrasions which were so extensive that
it was unlikely that they could have
been caused by Kelly rolling over on
the ground. The pathologist
concludes that Jimmy Kelly, who was
in very poor health died either of
shock — the result of his beating — or
anoxia, chiefly as a result of his
broken jaw.

The police story is that Kelly was
found unconscious on waste ground.
This story is contested by a number of
eye witnesses who allege that a police
car knocked him down and that the
officers then proceeded to beat him
up. The police have to explain, among
other things, why they needed to use
handcuffs on an unconscious man
and how he received the injuries he
did.

The police’s best chances of
getting away with it blew up in their
faces when a half-empty bottle of
whiskey, allegedly found in Kelly's

3 5 s o

pocket ihereby ‘proving’ drunkenness
was found to have several sets of
fingerprints on it, none of which were

After anumber of demonstrations
in Huyton, some of which were 1,000
strong, the Jimmy Kelly Action
Committee is now resting its hopes on
either a public inquiry or the
coroner’s court to establish the truth
behind Jimmy Kelly’s death. Tommy
Banks, chairperson of the Action
Committee told Socialist Challenge
that they were launching an appeal to
raise £14,000 to pay for the services of
a QC in the coroner’s court.

Donations to: Molly Curran, 58
Barkbeth Rd, Huyton, near

Liverpool.

Sweetman — Pan, £1

Socialist Challenge
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THESE are just a few members of
the wildest bunch around whose
motto is ‘kill now — ask questions

later’.

In the last ten years 245 people
under

‘protection’. The most famous were
| Jimmy Kelly in Merseyside, Liddle
Towers in Durham, Edward Platt in

have died while

Manchester,
Glasgow.

their

James McGeown in

In enforcing their own version of
‘law and order’ the Wild Bunch have
also killed Blair Peach in Southall
and Tony Castro in London. Castro
was unfortunate enough to get in the
way of the Wild Bunch while gang

members were taking part in payroll

snatch at the London offices of the

Bunch?

Not just a case of rotten apples

AN EDITORIAL in The Times

was headed, ‘The Police Protest’

Too Much’. There followed an
article which mildly reprimanded

. the leading lights in the police for

their tendency to attack even
their mildest critics with accusa-

. tions of plotting to overthrow

society. i

" “The police must learn to be less
sensitive to honest criticism’, said
The Times.

It was an exceptional editorial
because, as the historian EP Thomp-
son has written, The Times could
normally be subtitled “The Organ of
the Police Federation’.

But now The Times has dared to
offer a few words of reproach to the
upholders of law and order. That

voice has been added to many others -

from the.establishment, even the Dai-
ly Telegraph has called for an inquiry
into into the murder of Jimmy Kelly.

Dabbling g

The criticism has been fuelled not
just by the death of Kelly and others

but by the reports of ‘Operation °

Countryman’. This inquiry into
police corruption has revealed that
London cops are no longer satisfied
with dabbling in the porn and drug
market but are now organising armed
hold-ups and the killing of anyone
who gets in their way.

The concern of these critics is
always amicable, ‘They are basically
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friends not enemies’, said the top
people’s paper. ‘But’, The Times
went on, ‘the police in their present
mood are in some danger of
.alienating their support.’

For the ruling class the worry is
that the image of the friendly, neutral
bobby on the beat is being question-
ed. Which means people might begin
to wonder what exactly constitutes
‘law and order’.

Police chiefs themselves have
been prone to blowing the gaff of
late. For instance the former boss of
the London police, Robert Mark, has
written how his cops had to ‘deal
with 72,750 burglaries, 2,680 rob-
beries and 450 demonstrations’ in
1973. The running together of these
three categories suggests that in
Mark’s view they are of a similar
seriousness and they are ail ‘crimes’.

COOKSON [smm Challenge)

Such an attitude is reflected in a
story Peter Hain télls of how when
the police were trying to frame him
for a bank robbery, one of his inter-
rogators told him: “You have caused
a lot of trouble with your activities
and protests and we are going to
make sure this charge sticks on you:’

For many police a political pro-
test is just another form of criminali-
ty; for some it ‘s the worst form.
Manchester’s police chief, James
Anderton, said recently that the
greatest threat to ‘law and order’
came from ‘seditionists’. Robert
Mark has written that the
Shrewsbury pickets ‘committed the
worst of all crimes, worse even than
murder’. '

There is a temptation to dismiss
Anderton and Mark as. a couple of
particularly right-wing lunatics,

%

AS part of the Southall week of action, 400 people marched to and picketed
Pentonville prison on Sunday. This is where a namber of those convicted in
Southall’s racist trials have been held. Among the bapners on the Pentonville
picket was that of the Kings Cross branch of the rail union ASLEF.

Daily Mirror last year.

Tony Meehan tells of the gang’s
most famous slaying, — the death of
Jimmy Kelly — Geoff Bell asks is
there a ‘Mr Big’ behind the Wild

unrepresentative of the police as a
whole. Similarly, those responsible
for the death of Kelly and other
murders could be explained away as
simply a few ‘rotten apples’.

But there are problems with such
assumptions. In - 1978, there were
2,154 complaints referred to the

Pete Coleman

Photo

Director . of Public Prosecutions

alleging police assault, and 2,230
complaints of assault submitted to.
the Police Complaints Béard under
section 2(1) of the Police Act, 1976.
Yet in not one of these cases were
disciplinary charges made.

Similarly, the DPP has said there
‘will be rio prosecution of Kelly’s
killers, Blair Peach’s murderers also
seem likely to get off scott free, as
have those responsible for Liddle
Towers’ death. :

All of which disputes the ‘rotten
apples’ argument. The conspiracy to
pervert justice starts with the or-
dinary copper but involves the Police
Complaints Board, the DPP and
ultimately the government itself.

Nutcases

Anderton and Mark may be right-
wing nutcases, but they were ap-
pointed by the Home Secretary —
Labour and Tory. The murky, crook-
ed world of the police. may now be
beginning to be exposed, yet That-

"~ cher’'s only response has been to

massively increase expenditure on her
‘law and order’. .

-

In this way, the views of Ander- .

ton .and Thatcher are the same. Both
recognise that in the pext couple of
vears there will be a rise of social
discontent, and social protesty both

-argue that their “taw and order’

priority is to restrain that discontent
and defeat that protest.

To gain information to help them
in these tasks the police are willing to
go to considerable lengths. For in-
stance each week the London
Metropolitan Police obtain, by
subscription, nine copies of Socialist
Challenge. Just what do they nced

i

nine copies for? We worry aboul

that. e -
/
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Abortion—the
horror of the
‘backstreet

I STARTED trainiing to be a nurse in 1961 al a large and

presticious (eaching hospital in the Midlands,

In the School

of Nursing there was no mention of contraception, let alone

ahorion,

Bul we sradually became aware thal women who

iiad had abortions vere being fooked after 1 the hospital and

NORIC OF
tabs andd Conlidentinds”,
abortions were admifted.

My !

us evert worhed oo ward knose us
where women who'd hadd backsireci

SEstrosig personal memary of abortion s

‘Dentals, jy-

wlion §

s working on o ward where kidaey machines bl o

into uses One migln they admitted
who had rried (o aboet heesellb by poash
She was eriticathy b and had do

chitldren,
inta her v !"llll
hidpress,

fhe yoli readity of
homy
work,
ing thay e,
ing funatives,

however,
Jan finaily ¢

“huvhstreet”
gersonat lives than throo:
Phree of nny dose Trieads had abortions du

orted on night daty atter swaldfow.

to s more (thressh oor

hormone pitls and other
we had aceess to from the drag cupboards,

G oman, mar

abhortion began 1o cona
iy

assorted tablets which
She jast sent inte

the wuard toilet ana bled and bled.
The ~econd incident il scares me swhen [ rinnk ot

[ihe Jue Raths
birthday party,
SNSATLRC

she looked
RININ

et
had mjected hor s e
tive drug. Kathy was expel

rinish he

tre sRirs
Tor the tirst Hime.

v aben

preznag

dalso shared a thar with me.

vatning in a non-teaching hospital,

vtamioies personatiig

it she was over 12 weehs.

It s

very swhity anegd w0

irom the hospitai and imuade 10

The dentist

el s onperteNee ade me avware o1 he
1i/7 did not tell

amvone she wis
site had a histors of

deprossion and attempied suicide and was versy unhappy in

nursng.
vymaecolouists,

W encouraged her to go to one of the
but the consultant retused her an abortion,

tHer situation became a nightmare, and she ended up as a
patient in the psschiatric unit. She tried (0 commif i
Isnvive and finally one evening she was transterred to a
payvehiairic hospital, having been sectioned under the Mental

Health Act,

. THESE few sentences, graphically

describing the horror facing young
women before the passage of the
1967 Abortion Act, are taken from
an interesting new pamphlet publish-
ed by the Brent Campalgn Against

" Corrie.

It is a very useful addition to the
available literature on abortion and
fertility. control, making its starting
point the question of how women feel
about pregnancy and abortion.
Through women describing in their

. own words both good and bad ex-

periences it makes a powerful case
against Corrie and for a woman’s
right to choose.

The numerous other issues, apart
from the right to abortion, that are

-needed for women to have a real
choice are also touched on — good
coiitraception, housing, financial in-
dependence and so on.

The pamphlet is cailed Mixed
Feelings and costs 30p (not including
postage) from Brent Against Corrie;
¢/0 Brent Women’s Centre,” 138
Minet Avenue, London NW10.

control their fertilies .

From sow omtil the Suird rendimy of Comee™s
Bl on § Frirmws has 2 v 2 pevasd of ~es-

T TTme Srade

choose and the rest of the staff were
specially chosen because of their

* commitment to this principle.

The testimony of women who use
ike climic reveals that here is one
clinic performing safe, day-care abor-
tion on the NHS in a sympathetic and
supportive atmospllere.

But if the Corrie anti-abortion
Bill becomes law this clinic will have

Activities on 2 February
Nerthern area; demo, meet [fam, Forth St,
Newcastle.

Nottingham: NAC demo.

. Brighton: NAC demo.

Leeds: lobby of Stan Cohen MP and a bazaar.
Bedford: NAC street meeting, Church $q.
Birmingham: NAC demo, Victoria Sq. 12.30pm.
Sheffield: demonstralion,

Istington: NAC motorcade.

North-west: 11am, All Sainls, Manchester.
Scotland: demo, backed by STUC. Glasgow.

Acttivities during week of
action '

Tower Hamlets: 26 Jan, dema (ron:-London
Hospital, |.30pm, all Londou mabilisation.
NUS: demo 5 Feb, 12pm, Malet St, 1.ondon
WCI o lobby of Parliament.

Leeds: cuts demo, 28 Jan, NAC contingent.
Brighton: all nighi vigil ou | Feb.

Leeds: NAC local demo are § Feh. |
Plymout(h: torchlight procession on 5 Feb.
Leeds: wemen's (orchlight pracession and all
night vigil at Leeds Infirmary on 7 Feb. .

On § Feb the rally will continue 7rom 5-8pm in
the Grand. Comntitiee Room, House of Com-
mons. i

Bring Anwar’s children home

By Jude Woodward ,

- MARY DITTA is two years old

and lives in Rochdale. She has
two - brothers and a sister jn
Pakistan whom she has never
met. If the British immigration
authorities have their way she
never-will meet them.

Mary’s mother, Anwar, was born

~and grew up in Britain, but as a
- young girl she returned to Pakistan,

where she married and had her first

- three children. After returning to Bri-

tain in 1975, she and her husband
wanted their older children, aELd 9 7
and 6, to join them.

Despite all the evidence of bir th

certificates, passports and so on, the
British immigration authorities refuse
to accept that the children are An-
war’s sons and daughter and will not
let them come to Britain.

This kind of arbitrary decision,
wrecking the lives of whole’ families,

will contiitue as long as the racist im-

migration laws exisi. The whole legal
climate leaves the oius of proof on
the individuals concerned and not opn
the imniigration authorities.

Not only do tliese authorities en-

force the very letter of. the law,
whatever suffering is involved, but
thevlieem to tfeel justified in making
decisions ‘which contravene the law.
The British working class has shown
-itselt. willing . 1o, acguiesce-- in the

mistreatment of blacks, so the im-
migration authorities feel they are -
above rebuke.

The Campaign Against the Im-
migration Laws is determined to
change these attitudes.

As a start there is a picket of the’

Homé¢ Office on 1 February, to’
‘Brmg Anwar’s children home’. A7
from ‘the

only.

~getting rid of these racist laws:
altogether. to

Pickel the Home Office, 1
- February,

12-3pm (opposlle St
James'), hrmg bnnners .

ONLY TWO weeks left to stOp Come. Only
two weeks to prevent this Tory gevernment
~perpetrating a crime against women. Only two
~weeks to stop thousands of women being con-
"denined once more to the horrors of the
backstreets. Only two weeks before women mot
just in Britain, but worldwide, suffer 3 tremes-
dous seiback in the strugpie for the right »

big mobilisation tabour
mov%wm’t‘or that picket could not:

stop abuses of the law, and.
bring three young children home, but:
it could also take us a step nearer:

MOdeN ! NIOMWN LY NHOP 010yg

tinnous activity drawing every last bit of sap-
port into the struggle to prevent this defeat.
The lasbour movement, the women's meve-
ment, students, youth. political orgasisations,
the broad pro-abortion opimios that cxists im
this country all kave 19 be mobilierd

Ou this page we losh = the actiniiaes boing
plhaaned b he Canpays Apssst Cosie in

Tower Bamives — port of Exr [.osndew — mui

of many campaigns, not keast that to
win free contraception and abortion

rights. Sylvia Pankhurst and the East -7

London Federation of Suffragettes
were the precursors of many cam-
paigns 10 win women's rights, par-
ticularly control over fertility.

Breakthrough

The development of the Men-
singer cap -- better known as -the
Dutch cap — was a breaklhrough in
providing a form of contraception
that women controlled. Marie
Stopes, the early pro-contraception
campaigner, was particularly active
in bringing this form of contracep-
tion-to East London women.

The Marie Stopes clinic was open-
ed in East London in 1928, the year
that women won equal \otmg rights.

However, the motivation for
bringing contraception to areas like
Tower Hamlets has not been simply a
question of women's rights. Too
often it has been a matter of reac-
tionary ideas that working class
women breed oo much. This was an
element in Marie Stopes’ East End
activities.

Sumilarly. today, the drug Depo
Provera — a powerful injectible con-
traceptive with a huge range of side
effects — is prescribed in areas like
Tower Hamlets to control the size of
working class and particularly Asian
families.

Anti-DP campaigners in the area,
notably Dr Wendy Savage, decided
to look more closely at the use of the
drug. She found that less than 20 per
cent of women on the drug had been
properly informed of its side effects.

In the '20s, back street abor-
tionists were a common feature of the
East End slums. [an Mikardo, a local
Labour MP, commented at a recent
meeting in Tower Hamlets that when
he was a boy there were four
backstreet abortionists in his street of
30 houses. The frequent occurrence
of blood-poisoning, air embolism,
gangrene, and death are testimony to
the desperation women faced, unable

! knowa 0 ke Saed from backstroes
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abortions in 1937,

Manyv casually depanimenrs =
London hospiials were w0 fassear
with the effects oF ke cachsiroet
abortionists that casuziy beds were
set aside espexially 10 deal with these
cases.

It was during the passage of the
White anti-abortion Bill in 1975 that
Peter Huntingford started his cam-
paign for a day-care abortion climic az
the Mile End Hospital. In June 19
the clinic was finally opened.

*Qur clinic was set up on the bask

that abortion should be a woman's

right to choose’, Huntingford sa»s.
‘The present law enables us 1o do
that, and [ am proud and happy that
we. can provide such a service.”

On demand

Twenty abortions per week are
performed at the clinic, which serves
a population of 120,000, and womesn
can usually get an abortion within a
week. As -a result, 40 per cent of
women who attend the clinic receive
their termination. before nine weeks
of pregnancy.

The Mile End clinic is the oaly
one in the country which aims to pro-
vide abortion on demand. Of al
abortions performed at the clinic, 95
per cent are for social reasons and
would be outlawed by the Corrie Bill.

. The Mile End clinic will no longer
be wviable if the Bill’s proposals
become law. But we also have to de-

. fend the clinic against cuts in the

NHS, which will also erode this ser-
vice. This is why as many people as
possible in the London area shoukd
come on the demonstration on Satur-
day 26 January, assembling at Ipm
at the London Hospital, Whitechapel
High St, London E! (tube: White-
chapel).

And this is also the reason why we
need the biggest possible lobby of
Parliament on 35 February against the
Corrie Bill. We want more and more
Mile End clinics across the country,
not fewer and fewer.

DEFEND THE MILE END CLINIC

Join the demonstration Saturday 26th January Tpm at the
London Hospltol followed .by o rally at the-Mile End Hospuld

'm»e:xﬁm :Challenﬂe
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% Morning Star &3
RECENT . events in. Afghanistan raise
fundamental questions of political principle.

Ever since its foundation our party has
‘struggled for the interests of the working
people and for peace, in. solidarity with all
struggles throughout the world for democracy,
national liberation and Socialism. We take our

_ stand on that basis.

Bat we express our disagreement with the
intervention of the Soviet Union’s armed forces
in the internal affairs of Afghanistan dnd call
for their withdrawal. '

And we will oppose with all our strength the
efforts of the British and US governments to ex-
ploit ' the situation to increase international
tension, step up the arms race, and Credte new
bases in Asia and the Middle East for imperialist
adventures.

. Morning Star, 15 January

THE MILITANT

A SQCIALIST NEWSWEEKLY/PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WDRKING PEDRLE

WASHINGTON never said a word to protest
Daoud’s vicious répression, nor lifted a finger to
improve social conditions in Afghanistan. But it
immediately set out to strangle the gains of the
Afghan masses.. Just two months after the
revolution, Carter cut off all .economic aid
programs to Afghanistan. American officials
tried to block loans destined to help develop that
country.

- Washington’s hostile reaction was.not limited
to economics.

Unable to launch - a direct military
intervention because of the deep sentiments of .
American working people against another
Vietnam-type war, Washington has sought to
carry out its operations through intermediaries.
In this case it has mainly been through the US
dominated militarydictatorship in Pakistan. The
‘Pakistani government provides bases for the
right-wing guerillas, money to buy arms, military

training, and free access across the Afghanistan_ |

border. :
With this powerful array of international

forces ranged against the revolution, the Afghan

government turned to the Soviet Union for aid.
Money and advisers were provided. When it
looked like the imperialist-backed forces might
pull off a bloody Chile-style counter-revolution
right on its southern border, Soviet troops came
in. So the issue is not Soviet intervention, but a
growing US intervention — aimed at taking back
the gains won by the Afghan masses — that
finally forced the Soviet government to respond.
If the Afghan and Soviet forces are successful in
defeating the reactionary right-wing offensive,
the Afghan people will be in a much better
position to achieve their aspirations.

The Soviet move in Afghanistan has also put
a big crimp in Washington’s war drive against
Iran, making it harder for Carter to drag us into
another Vietnam there. It has gained time for the
masses in Nicaragua to advance their struggles
with less danger of US intervention. It is a sharp
blow to the US rulers’ efforts to hold back
popular revolutionary upheavals throughout the
world. - - )

The real threat to.peace and to the interests of
American workers and farmers comes from
Washington, not Moscow. The real threat is
3 Carter’s campaign to aid the right-wing Afghan
guerrillas, to beef up the Pakistani dictatorship,
to establish military bases in the Middle East and
Africa, and to squander more billigns-on the war

budget.
Militant (US), 18 January )
BOUR'S INDEPENDENT wm(u—'-————i
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SOVIET action in Afghanistan is in direct
opposition to the UN resolution which it spon-
sored (on hegemonism — SC). There must be a
clear condemnation of Soviet action and a -
demand that ali Russian troops are withdrawn
from Afghanistan immediately.

Ingvitably, the cold war warriors in the
West have decided to exploit what Russia has
done in Afghanistan as a means of slowing
down the process of detente. The SALT I
agreement is now in serious danger and opposi-
tion to the new nuclear missiles in Western
Ewrope is sericusly blunted. For M:rgaml&
Thatcher. the Soviet action comies 23S MaBRE

- frem heavem: it is proof of her accmsations
Rarsas it
Trabweme, & Supmary

R EI e

Secislist Challengr 24 January 1980
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SOCIALIST

TROTSKYISTS thus in no-way advocate the
export of ‘socialism’ by armed invasion of the
Red Army. We condemn the invasion. of
Afghanistan, which involves trampling under
foot the national rights of the peoples of
Afghanistan, and which will blacken the name of

Communism in the-eyes of the multi-millioned _

Muslim masses of the East, impeding the struggle
for socialist revolution. v

~But in the situation that has arisen we are not
indifferent on the question of the defence of the
nationalised property relations of ‘the Soviet
Union. Westand unconditionally for the defence
of the USSR against imperialist attack, from
whatever quarter. Now that the Stalinist invasion
has taken place, therefore, we must assess what
would be the impact of an immediate withdrawal
of Red Army troops. :

Such a policy would in our view open up a
vacuum of power in Afghanistan into which
would step the imperialists, under the guise of

* support for the anti-communist guerrilla Yorces.

The establishment of a pro-imperialist regime
in Afghanistan would represent a severe danger
. to the Soviet Union and to the masses of the East
and Middle East. Nor would it in any way

- -advance the struggles of the Afghan peoples for

self-determination —. % right they have been
denied for centuries by-the imperialists.

For this reason we do not.demand the
immediate withdrawal of the invading troops.
We give critical support to military actions by the
Soviet army against imperialist aggression. But
‘politically we must at the same time develop a
programme which meets the needs of the Afghan
workers, peasants and nomads.

‘Socialist Press, 9 January :

Socialist
Worker

DESPITE our doubts about the origins of the
“Islamic guerillas’ socialists can have only one
response to this: RUSSIAN TROOPS — GET
OUT OF AFGHANISTAN!
Socialist Worker, 12 January

? y
THE country was unique in the world in being a
non-Communist state where the Russians were
the main military and economic partners: this
had lasted since 1955 when the Eisenhower
administration cut back aid in order to appease
Pakistan and was confirmed in 1961 when
Kennedy refused an urgent Afghan request for
economic aid. If anyone ‘lost’ Afghanistan to
the Russians it was Dwight D and JFK.
To. compare the intervention into
Afghanistan . with- that in Huungary or

Czechoslovakia is tendentious. In the Afghan
case the Amin ‘regime was universally loathed

‘and already 100 per cent dependent on the

Russians, and the scale of foreign counter-

" revolutionary influence was, even if less than the

Russians claimed, substantial. :

There has been much talk of the Russians
advancing on the oil of the Persian Guif: but the
Russians, for all their problems, remain the
world’s largest oil producers, at a rate of 12.4
million barrels a day, and the availability of
warm water ports, whilst obviously convenient,
is hardly as serious a goal in the era of
intercontinental missiles as it was in the days of
Peter the Great.

The Russians may have had the misfortune
to intervene in Afghanistan in a US election -
year, but neither the il-informed hysteria this
has generated, nor the force of Islamic counter-
revohition in Afghanistan itself, appear likely to
force them off the course they have chosen.
Fred Halliday, Labour Weekly, 11 January

CARTE

THE OUTCOME of the present crisis triggered
by the events in Afghanistan will determine the
course of world politics for the next decade. -

The response of the workers’
movement to the crisis, in
particular, will decide whether the

war drive launched by the American

imperialists succeeds in its aims of
preparing the ground, both
domestically ‘and internationally,
for intervention against the gains of
the oppressed and exploited
throughout the world.

Socialist Challenge for its part had no

" hesitation in condemning this war drive,

and opposing the Soviet Army’s
intervention into Afghanistan as a -boost
for that war drive. :

An article by Tariq Ali in the 3 January
issue of the paper put this position, going
on to call for the immediate withdrawal of
Soviet troops. An editorial published on
17 January disagreed with this latter point,
arguing that this would be tantamount to
calling for the victory of the
Istamic rightist guerillas.

- The situation had changed since the
invasion, the editorial argued, because of
the ~way imperialism now had the
opportunity to openly boost the rightists

. through General Zia’s regime in Pakistan.
The continued presence of-the Soviet-army

was now necessary to defeat that threat.

At the same time the editorial did n
disagree with Tariq Ali’s assessment th
the purpose of the Russian invasion was

. install a pliable bourgeois governme}xt al

not to overthrow capitalism.

On this page we print a number of t
responses of the labour movement press.
the crisis, both in Britain - a
internationally. L

The first casualty outside Afghanist
seems to be the .united front .
‘Eurocommunism’. The Spanish CP da
Mundo Obrero was trenchant in oppositi

to the Soviet action: . _




‘We say ‘“No!” to the intervertion of
e Soviet military forces in Afghamstan g

Commumst ‘Party. Neither party however
as so far called for the withdrawal of the

sparent; They have fallen behjnd their
_ claSSes rush'to align themselves with

' ’ifhe?'reactipn of the French-Communist

chais’s visit to Moscow, caution turned
0 full-blooded endorsement  of the
viet invasion: Once again however, this
ponse:is in line with the trepldatlon with
ich the French ruling  class views any
ycott-measures against the Soviet Union
ause of thelr 1mpact on the- French

,he Brmsh Communist Party followed
ter parties in the Spanish state and Italy
Hn an unamblguous statement by Jack
Woddis to the Communist Party
vadershlp

-~ Labour Weekly, the official organ of
jthe Labour Party, carried a number of
ifferent -views. James Callaghan was
ted at length, but the editorial reflected
> line of the Tribune Group of MPs,
bemoaning that the invasion made detente
_mm’e difficult to argue for. But the paper

e‘"Busman invaston: by.Fred Halliday, a

Vview edltonal board

~This view was echoed by the Italian -

Lroops. The motives of these parties are -

y was less. predictable, After George

also carried an 1mphc1tly strong defence of _

prnalist and .member -of - the" Ni!w Lqﬁ“ .

CARTER’s war drive is. aimed at workers
movement,

On the far left” in Britain, Socialist
Worker after a period of caution called for
“Troops Out’. The stiffening of their
attitude on the question could be traced in
the successive articles of lan Birchall who,
sta ‘ung front a dovish reproach to the

t forges, “hawkishly said in- the "19

January issue: :
why - internatmnal socmﬁsls :
have alwaysmd that-the mmmenemy is- 1

- “That’s:

. at-home.

.“For the Afghans, that means the
Russian army.

‘For us, it means Thatcher.’

Other British far left papers in generat

opposed this view.

In the Fourth International, both
French and Spanish sections opposed the
invasion, but refused to call for the

withdrawal of troops. Combate, the paper -
of the LCR of the Spanish state, spoke for _

both organisations when it said the the
Soviet troops must stay to defeat the
rightist troops, ‘not a day more or less’.
The cothinkers of * the Fourth
International in the United States of
America, the Socialist Workers = Party,
came out strongly agamst their own
government’s war drive, giving support to
the Soviet invasion after quoting much

- evidence that the imperialists had provided

powerful aid for the rightist forces to make
it a launching off point for mtervent:on
agamst the USSR.

The debate over what attitude British
socialists should take to the events .in

- Afghanistan should not, however, be an

opposing. the  British
contribution to the Carter
anti-imperialist

obstacle to
imperialists’
offensive against the
movement,

That’s why we should argue that not a
penny or a gun should be provided for
Carter’s war drive. And in particular. that

-~ mo-aid-shivuld be given to-the blegd,—stamed
_reglme -of !General Zla m Pabsiaa -
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Whatever
happened to
thelranian
‘embassy
hostages?

By John Leadbetter.

‘THE first anniversary of the Shah’s flight
into exile passed almost unnoticed in Iran

_last week. The matter of the Shah’s extra-

dition, and the fate of the hostages held in

- the US Embassy, seem to have temporarily

receded into the background with the run-

up to the presidential elections on 25 °
January and developments in- nelghbourmg N

Afghanistan,

Finance Minister Bani-sadr, a

the oil-producing region of Khuzestan, to
denounce the entry. of Soviet troops into

Afghanistan and to stress thé urgent need for-

national unity 4n the face - of Soviet
‘expansionism’, Referring to the diverse
nationalities which make up Iran’s population,
he asserted that ‘we have been living a common
life for centuries and have a cornmon culture’.

Such statements reflect official awareness of -

the explosive nature of the national question.
Abadan is a city with a high proportion of Arabs
"among its population. Last year, in response to
peaceful demonstrations demanding an end to
. discrimination against Arabs, the Arab quarters
of the-city were shelled by gun-boats from the
river, and many. militants were arrested and
executed Admiral Madani; who was governor-

general at the time and in charge of operations, - |-
is another candidate in the presidential elections. .

While  Bani-sadr. -pontificates  about
‘common culture’, pro-Khomeini forces -afe
involved in a virtual civil war against Iran’s
largest national grouping, the Azerbaijanis.
Eleven members of the Muslim Peoples Republi-
can Party (MPRP) were arrested and executed
ten days ago after a pre-dawn attack on the par-
ty’s headguarters in Tabriz by Islamic Guards.
Azerbaijani militants- responded by organising
mass demonstrations through the city. many
shops and factories closed in. protest agamst ‘the
attacks.

Like the Kurds and t
the ~Azerbaijanis .are p

Arabs before them,
sting  against the

inadequate provisions made in the Islamic

constitution for recognition of ‘the rights of all
the nationalities in Iran. But unlike the Kurds
and Arabs, the Azerbaijanijs — who live not
only in the province of Azerbaijan, but are
found in all the major Iranian cities, often
occupying prominent positions in the bazaars
and the factories — cannot be contained in a
merely regional sense. A few days after the

* executions in Tabriz, about forty Azeris were

arrested in other cities, including Qom and
Mashad. Among them were a small number of
army officers.

House arrest

The religious leader of the Azerbaijanis,
Ayatollzh Shari‘a\t -madari, has been under
virtial house arrest in Qom for the last few
weeks, and has been forced to dissociate himself
publicly from the MPRP. Such actions are
unlikely to defuse the situation for long,
however. This is no religious disagreement, buta
-confrontation between an aggressive but
- -unstable central state power and a ‘powerful
bo'urgeo:s nationalist grouping concerned to
gain recognition for its polmcal rights within the
‘republic’.

Whoever wins in the presidential elections —

if they take place at all — there can be no

" avoiding a reckoning on this and other questions

involving the desire of the bourgeoisie to have
some say and control over the economlc future
of Iran, which at present remalns muddled and
bleak.

The outcome of the elections will not
produce any gain for lranian workers and
peasants either, whatever their nationality.
Until they begm to .organise and fight for their
demands in organisationally independent
bodies, there can be no solution to the problems
of unemployment. and inflation which face

them.

leadling ~
contender for the position of president, used the-
‘opportunity of an election rally in Abadan, in
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Amnesty says 10, 000 prlsoners held inZimbhabwe

Soames keeps freedom fighters
under lock and ke

By Roy Alexander

IN ZIMBABWE today, under British rule,
there are more than 10,000 political prisoners,
many of whom kave imle chance of seeing the
light of day befare the “free elections® are held
next month, Meanwhile the security forces
continue to use the state of emergency and
martial law — just renewed by British Gover-
nor Lord Soames — to add te the numbers of
those in prison on political grounds.

These are some of the damning facts to
emerge from a recent visit to Zimbabwe by a
representative of Amnesty International, a
highly-respected international organisation
concerned with the fate of political prisoners.

The Amnesty representative was refused
permission to visit political prisoners, but he
did have lengthy talks with officials of the
British administration. He found an appalling
degree of ignorance and lack of concern with
the fate of those who had suffered under the
old administration.

The views of Soames’ officials were almost
entirely based upon what they had been told by
Rhodesian government officials. They had
made no efforts to ascertain the facts for
themselves, and continued to rely upon the
Rhodesians for implementing their policies.

For example, since 1975 many Zimbab-
wean political dissidents have been executed in
secret under martial Jaw. The families of many
of those rounded-up by the security forces
don’t know whether they are alive or dead.
Amnesty found that the British had no details
on this situation and officials refused to take

Similarly, the thousands of political
prisoners are having their cases ‘reviewed’ —
but by officials of the old -Rhodesian ad-
ministration! And it has been.geported that.
the behaviour of political pnsoners Wwhile in
custody is being taken into acéount in decndmg‘
whether to release them or not:

Amnesty points out that, under martial

law, powers of arrest were very widespread — .-

for example white farmers mobilised to assist’

the army could often arrest anyone they -

suspected of sympathising with the guerillas. It

"is therefore difficult to be certain how. many-

people are being held without trial under mar-
tial law.

Official figures (and these are only
‘estimates’) claim 5,000, but Amnesty thinks it
could well be more. Similarly, the number of
those who have been convicted of political
crines — often by martial law kangaroo courts
— is not clear, but Amnesty puts it between
3,000 and 6,000,

For'the most determined fighters of Rhode-
sian racism, those who have suffered the most
from the struggle (some of them have been in
prison for more than }0 years), the Lancaster
House agreement is thus no more than a piece
of paper.. Their scandalous treatment by
Soames — who undoubtedly does not want
such ‘dangerous’ people roaming. free while he
is having his election — merely underlines the '
reactionary role of the British government.

Britain should get out of Zimbabwe and
stop hindering the Zimbabwean people in their

“struggle to destroy racism, free. themselves

steps to make the information publicly

available.

'If the Nicaraguans can doit, so can we’ e

MARIANELLA Vilas is one of three
lawvyers in ¥l Salvador who defend left
wing political prisoners. Over the last
few months she has received several
anonymous letters.

The first informed her she was
being ‘tried’ for ‘subversion’ in a
patriouc court. The second said she
had been sentenced to death and the
third that the sentence would be
carried out. All letters were from the
White Warriors Union (UGB), a
fascist execution squad which is
rather more professional tllan our
own National Front.

Marianella, a representative of the
Commission for Human Rights in El

Salvador, was recently in Enrope to

stress the need for - confinued
solidarity with popular struggles after
the ‘cosmetic’ palace coup of 17
October — ordered by Washington in
a desperate attempt to head off
another Nicaragua.

Junta

Already the new regime is in crisis.
On 3 January all the civilian members
of the junta and the bulk of the
government resigned after the armed
forces refused to take a public
position in favour of ‘democratisa-
tion’. Marianella explains.

This so-called  ‘reformist

regime’ hasn’t carried out any
of its promises and is not accepted by
the majority of the people.

It has passed decrees on amnesty
for political prisoners, agrarian
reform, mirimum wage structure and
dissolution of the fascist paramilitar-
ies. But 23 political prisoners have
not been affected since the previous
regime defined them as ‘common
criminals’, and 350 prisoners aren’t
covered because they are held without
recognition in unofﬁcial secret
prisons.

The law. on ldind reform merely
instructs anybody buying or selling
land to inform the government. In'the
teeth of right-wing demonstrations by
the landowners’ organisations none

" of the promises on this central |

Socialist Challenge
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life for themselves.

problem has heen met. The peasanis’
‘continue  to occupy land and the

coffee workers have taken over the
fields because the proprietors have
not paid the $5.80 minimum a day
demanded by a new law.’

As for disbanding the fascists, we

believe that there is an unspoken

agreement between the regime and
fascist groups. The government pays
a political price for repressing the left
directly — far better to fet the right
do this.clandestinely! -

The famous purge of the armed
forces has resulted in only a few ad-
ministrative changes. Torture is con-
tinuing, 208 were killed in the two
weeks after the coup and today peo-
ple are still dlsappeanng and corpses
appearmg.

The reformist parties — Christian
Demeocracy, Social Democracy, and

the Communist Party — rushed to.

support the new regime after the
coup. On the other side the BPR
(Revolutionary Peoples Block) the
FAPU {United Peoples Front), the
February Leagues and the Trotskyists

SOCIALIST
CHALLENGE

EVENTS

Supporl the stee) workers — Kick oul the Tories
A series of meetings
BIRMINGHARM, Thurs 24 Jan, 7.30pm., Digbet)ls Civie
Hall. Speakers: Tarig Ali; Pal Hickey (Semor steward

Rover Solihul}) and local speakers.

LIYERPOOL., Thurs 24 Jan, phone Liverpoal 728 7007
for venue and time, Speakers: Raghib Alsan (BE
worker Rover Salihull) asyd focal speakers. -
CARDEFY, Wed 30 Jan; phone Casdilt 394755 for
details,  Speakers:  Pdt Kane  (Socialist  Challenge
editorial hoartdy plus-locaf speakers.,

NEWPORT, Thurs 31 Fan, phane Cardil 394755 I()r
delails.- Raghib Ahsan phas tocal speakers.:

PORT TALBOT/SWANSEA, Mon 28 Sun, Dynevor
Schaof, Swansea. Speakes Jacob Moneta (farmer editor
of Metall, German steel union journaly.

SHEFFIELD, Tues 29 Jan, venue Station Hotel, Fhe
Wicker, Sheffietd. Spcukus Iamh Mpml.: Tarig Ali,

- Ran Thump\u
CARMIFE  SOCIALIST | CHAL LENGE FORUM,

Abortion,. women’s nghls and soct . Speaker:
Penny Duggan HM(:) arid Tspeaker - froni - Cardill
Aborlion Campaign i 2. personal capacity.lri-

lhe Mouﬂaml pruh Splol\' Rd, (.;rd:lf 7. wpm
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-~ from the atrocities of the past, and build a new

| have  all

opposed it. These
revolutionary organisations do have
mass support and can take initiatives
against the line of the reformists.

Many people must have read
about the armed actions of the left
organisations immediately after the
coup. These had a negative side
because they miscalculated the real
social relation of forces, which did
not permit an insurrection at that
time. But there was a positive side
because the government repression
showed that the regime represenled
continuity.

Although there is a well organised
vanguard, the majority of the masses
react spoptancously one way or the
other — following the reformists or
the revolutionaries at different times.
We need to maintain clear opposition
(o the regime but patiently construct
mass organisation and the revolu-
tionary forces without wasting people
in adventurist actions. The extreme
right are looking for a coup if there is
a provocation from the left.

But one thing is sure. AH the
Salvadorian masses are with the

CARDIFF: SC sales Newporl Town Centre outside
Woolworths 11-12.30; Cardilf British Home Stores
11-12.30. Also available (rom 108 . Books. Salisbury
Roaud, Cardill

ABERDEEN: SC sold Saturdays outside C&%s —~ far
more info ring phone Colin, 574068. .

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books, [.ondon Road, and
Saturdays 2pm-Ipm oulside The Roman Baths. Phone
20298 for more details.

BRADFORI: 5C  available from  Fourth  ldea
Bookshon, 14 Southgale, .

BIRMINGHAM: SC on saie at The Ramp, Fri
4.30-5.30, Sal. 10-4. For mare inlo phone 643 Y209,
BRIGHTON: Far more inlo phone Nick, 665052
BRISTOL: SC on sate 11-1, ‘Hole in Ground',
Haymarket. For more inlo contacl Box 2, /o
Futlmarks, 1t} Cheltenham Road, Montpethier, Brisial
6

COVENTRY: SC available Itom Wedge Bookshop, For
more inlo about local activities phone 461138,
PUNDEE: SC available from Dundee City Synare
oulside  Boots, every lhursday 4-5.30pm,  Friday
4-5,30mn, Sawrday 11-4pm.

HUDDERSFIELD: SC supporters sell pamr\ cevery
Saturday |tam-1pm. The Piazza. SC also avaifable at
Peaceworks.

LAMBETH: SC now avuilable a1 kiosk Brixion tube,
Oval tube, Herne Hill British Rail and Tetric Books
Ctlapham,

SWINDON: SC on sak H-1 every Sat., Regenl SI
(Brunel Centre).

TEESSEDE: SC sales: at Newslare shops in Cleveland
Lentre and on Linsthorpe Road, Middiesbraugh, and a1
Cireens Bookstall, upstairs in Spt.uu.r Muarkel, Stockion
‘High Street.

~TOWER HAMLETS: SC sunpuru. 5. seil papess cvery
Friday S5:6pm  Walney Mkt Sat

11-12.30pm
Whitechapdd tube, Sunday 117.30-12 00 Brick Laiic.

siruggle of the Nicaraguans and
above all with the Sandinistas. We
aren’t so pleased with the Nicaraguan
government’s recognition of the
colonels, but- we make a distinction
between the practical attitude of the
Sandinistas and the government. The
Sandinistas are with the popular
orgnmsatlons.

No one in Central Amenca can
talk about a revolutionary process
being restricted to. just one country.
It’s a Central American, regional
problem. The Yanquis understand
this and so do most of us.

~ For us the victory in Nlmragun '
. makes our straggle even more urgent.

Historically our level of organisation

bas been more developed than theirs;

so if they can do it, we certainly can
too. a

And for that we don’t just want
moral sympathy but solidarity. The

best sort is when workers in British™

companies that have links with El
Salvador take action in their factory

ABEL MUZOWA imprisoned thousands, who are still'in,ail-

By Dave Kellaway

to support their fetlow workers in our
country. At the moment the very
minimum we need is publicity about
the real-sitoation gnd the con- ’ g
tinuity-of the military regime.

More information from: Nicaraguan
Coordinating Committee, 20 Comp-
ton Terrace, London N1, Latin
American Bureau, 1 Cambridge Ters
race, London N1. .l

Iranian women s

film

A FILM of the 20,000-strong Iranian .

women’s demonstration taken by
French feminists will be shown twice
in Londoen in the next ten days: on
Friday 25 January, 8pm, at the
Women’s Arts. Alliance, - 10 Cam-.
bridge Terrace Mews, Chester Gate,
NWI1; and on Saturday 2 February,
7pm, at St Ann’s Hall, Venn Street

Clapham, SW4.

British officials try to outdo Pinochet

From the Chile Sohdanly Campaign

WHILE Hugo was a prisoner of President Pinochet in Clnle between 1973
and 1977, his one consolation was regular visits from his family. Now, a free
man in exile in England, he is being denied that right — by British immigration

officials.

- When Hugo’s brother, Claudio, came over to see him a fortnight age, he
was stopped by immigration authorities al Dover. They wanted to know all
about him, and about Hugo — what he did, what political activities he was in-,.
volved in. Clandio was strip-searched, not once but four times, by different
officials. Then they phoned Hugo to ask how he was going to support his
brother during the visit. At no time was Claudio aliowed to speak to Hugo —

the right of any detainee.

Finally, they decided that Claudio had ‘no visible means of support', and,
could be planning to stay in Britain as an iliegal immigrant — despite his
return ticket and his stated intentions, and the fact that the rest of the fFamily,
his parents and other brolhers, are living in France. So they bundled him onto
the last departing ferry of the night — a car ferry with no proper accommoda-
tion for passengers. For good -measure, they stamped his travel documents

with a warning cross.

Hugo, like the rest of us, is left wondering at ‘the state of ‘law and order it

where individual officials have the power to unile or divide families entirely at -
lhelr personal whim. Whal kind of peliy dictators are we allowmg to ne? .




3
-

‘since 192,

£ M ek

" human rights since the creation

of the Six County statelet in 1921.

QOnly a few years earlier that same
minority had taken to the streets to
demand equality in votes, jobs and
ousing. In the months that followed
that first serious baton charge against

385

l’élil:gll;em,lheRUCandhydist

 police were

beaten back dm(hm days of

street conflict, by stones and

sent in troops to ¢ the civil
suthority’. -

In August 1971 the Stormont jun-

ta, which was a one party statelet
introduced its most
repressive of weapons — internment

without charge or trial. As reports of .
_torture

leaked - from internment
camps, the-many-sided protest move-
ment became even more determined

- and active. By the end of December a

group of trade unionists from dif-
ferent parts of the occupied statelet,
in conjunction with the left—wma

. People’s Democéracy group, planned -

to defy the ban on demonstrations. -
tions. >

Outflanked -

X Thlscaliledmmmueoomople
" on Christmas Day taking to the
_snow-drifted roads from Belfast fo.

Long Kesh concentration canip some
ten miles away. The British army had

'—beenoutflankedandallthmr

ions to “halt the march
ovedabomve There was a sense of
bliation in the mationalist ghettoes
all over the north, The law had been
flouted and made to look like an ass;
while the barricades remained intact,

- --holding out both the British and the
-infamous RUC.

Inside those bamcadr.«s a
commune-style society existed. The
peopie set up their own co-ops,
people’s taxis, newspapers and
bulletins, local advice centres, polic-
ing, radio statwns, an independent

A march called by the Civil Rights

- Association for Derry on 30 January

promised to be another show of
resistance. On 26 January Unionist
Premier Brian Faulkner held talks
with British army General Tuzo. The

~ next day he flew to London for

private talks with Heath.

On 28 January the Cabinet’s
Defence and Overseas Committee
met after a previous meeting of the
‘inner cabinet’. Such an august
gathering was hardly discussing a

", mere arrest and snatch-squad opera-

tion. There followed a public com-

. mitment from the British army and.

the RUC that they would take.
‘action’, as yet unspecified, against il-

"legal marchers.

Assurances

On 29 January, Paisley called off
his counter-demonstration in Derry
after assurances that ‘the civil rights
march will be halted by force if

', His supporters were in-

structed to stay off the streets, and on
no account ‘be anywhere near the city

ts marchers, on 5 October .

'8 years ago
REMEMBER

- BLOODY
SUNDAY?

FEW PEOPLE today
remember more about
Bloody Sunday than the
single fact that the British
army shot and killed 14
civil rights marchers in
/Derry on 30 January 1972,

explains.

But the details and context

are important if Bloody
Sunday is to be understood
as well as remembered.
Writing from Derry’s
Bogside, FIONBARRA
O’DOCHARTAIGH

Free Derry Comer

centre’. The chosen instrument was
flown in — the ist Battalion of the
Parachute Regiment under the com-
mand of Colonel Derek Wilford,
who was later to receive an OBE
from the English monarch for his
work on that day.

The army allowed the march to
leave the Catholic ghetto but
prevented it from marching to the
Guildhall Square by barricades
erected in William Street. The
orgamsers. accustomed to such diver-
sions, re-directed the march towards
Free Derry Corner, some 500 yards
from the British army along Rossville
Street.

While Bernadette Devlin MP and

Lord Brockway addressed the
meeting, 'a few hundred . marchers
stayed at the army barricades pro-
testing against the refusal to allow
them to march on. Stones were

_thrown and the army replied with CS

gas, followed with water cannon to
disperse the small crowd.

At 4.15pm this crowd, fleeing
from the gas and water, were running
or walking down Rossville Street
towards the mass meeting. Then
three companies of the Ist Paras
swept-into the street in armoured cars

and were hastily deployed into firing

positions, The order to open, fire
soon followed and thousands
witnessed in disbelief the killing and

wounding of unarmed civilians.
The hundreds of eye-witnesses,
mcludmg Insh British, and overseas

journalists, told a horrifying story.
Those who were shot down were
either lt{]:emg

...Kevin Memmuy was on
hands and knees crawliag away from
the gunfire when & soldier shot him.
The bullet entered his left buttock
and travelled thro his body to
leave at the left sho

going to the assistance of friends
or relatives...

Bernard McGulg:l was shot In
the back of the head as he was crawl-
ing on his stomach to save the dying
Patrick Doherty,

or trying to surrender...

w.As  everyome fled, Gerald
McKinney stood still, holding his
hands above his head to indicate ‘sur-
render’. A soldier came up; raised his
ﬂ:ru. and kilied him by a shot in the
[

Official

The army version of events — as
given in an official statement in the
Commons by the Minister of Defence
— was a tangle of lies, They claimed
they opened fire after coming under
attack from nail bombers and ‘a
fusillade of fire of 50 - 80 shots from
the area of Rossville Street’.

No independent witness from
among the scorés of journalists and
other observers accepted this conten-
tion.The army could not produce the
bullets or the bomb fragments or
even one injured soldier to support
their claim. The British said that
some of-those shot were on their
wanted list but did not name them,
and. this was later disproved. They
said they shot three snipers in the
multi-storey flats in Rossville Street,
but all the casualties were at ground
level,

No definitive version of what
happened can yet be written. Some
people argue that the massacre was a
result of an army plan to draw out
the IRA from the barricaded ghetto,
ambush, and eliminate their units,
Others say the army went berserk —
though it is inconceivable that rigidly
disciplined paratroopers would lose
their heads at the sight of an unarmed
crowd running away from their gas
and water cannon. The army story
has virtually no supporters outside
the military. establishment itself. In
tlme, however, some of those in
action that day will, when a
reasonable time has elapsed speak
out and tell the truth.

Resistance

But perhaps in the last analysis
speculation is not necessary. One
point stands out incontrovertibly,
The massacre was consistent with the
entire role of the British army to ter-
rorise and break the resistance of the
minority community and to placate
the growing strength of the Loyahst
far right.

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATION
DEMONSTRATION

Birmingham: Sunday 27 January

. Assemble 2pm, Sparkhill Park, Stratford Rd.

 Coaches leave London 10am from York Way (Kings Cross) and
. Kilbarn Sq.

Organised by Sinn Fein

THE H BLOCKS
THE NEW INTERNMENT

: POLICEinthe South of ;reland have now released all
31 people arrested on 10 January on suspicion of
being involved in the kidnapping of a Dublin bank
manager’s wife and their two daughters.

Among those arrested was Martin MacGhoill, a
~member of the recently formed Smash H-Block
Committee and of the Irish revolutionary
organisation Peoples Democracy. The majority of

" Republican Socialist Party, ~

The arrests took place in a blaze of publicity which
strongly linked those held with the kidnapping —
which secured a ransom of £30,000. But it is now clear

The ransom gang that wasn t

~ series of raids on political opponents of the Southern
Irish government. The real kidnappers escaped when -

those held were members or sympathisers of the Irish .

" much time attempting to mtimidate those who are

_campaxgn ot’ Qhe H-Block prisoners.’

that the Irish police used the kidnapping to stage a

a motorcycle carrying the ransom drove through a
laneway too narrow for a disguised four-wheeled
police vehicle to foliow.

Commenting on the arrest of their member
Peoples Democracy said: ‘The only motive was
political harassment. We find it particalarly
disgraceful that the police force of this state spend so

trying to build support for' the polmcal status

THE graphic in 1ast week’s Socialist
Challenge on H Block was taken from
a new magazine/poster produced by
the Troops Out Movement.

The H Blocks: The new
internment aims to give British people
basic information about the protests
of the blanket prisoners and the
political background to it.
Attractively designed, the magazine:
costs only 10p plus 10p p&p, or 15
copies cost £1 plus 30p p&p.

Itis available from Information
on Ireland, 1 North End Road,
London W14,

SnIw LKy
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Tendency One -

sect

THE ELECTION of the Tory government

‘was a political setback for the working -
ciass. But engineers and steelworkers have

shown that Thatcher’s offensive will be met
with major resistance. Likewise the libera-
tion struggles of the Irish and Zimbabwean
people will.ensure a difficult passage for
the Tories’ resolutely pro-imperialist

policies.

But what is the political future for the labour
movement? It’s immediate past has been un-
happy. The experience of the Labour govern-
ment was drops in living standards and, massive
increases in unemployment — all with the col-
laboration of the leaders of the labour move-
ment, The need for a socialist alternative inside
the working class has never been felt so urgently.

Today, two currents are growing inside the
labour movement. One is explicitly reformist.
The other is revolutionary. The reformist cur-
rent, which is infinitely stronger in its mass sup-
port, is led by Tony Benn. The revolutionary
current, which is extremely weak numerically, is
strong in providing a political alternative to the
crisis of British society. It is chiefly led and
organised by the Socialist Workers Party and the
International Marxist Group.

Two other currents have declined in support

and influence — albeit gradually. The right wing
of the Labour Party have temporarily lost credit
as a result of the election defeat. But more im-
mediate in its impact on the left is the slow
decline of the Communist Party. This party

. which played a key role in catalysing the mass

anti-Tory sentiment in the years between

1969-74 appears unlikely to be able to repeat the

performance today.

Debate

It is no coincidence that the first major
public debate of the new left wing inside the
Labour Party (on 17 March in London) is with
the revolutionaries rather than the Communist
Party. - ) .
The IMG conference has to. provide an

answer on the direction of the labour movement

today: We believe that its tasks are the follow-

[ 4

The choice for the IMG: par,ty 61'

- building ~ the

ing:
* Initiating .and: participating -in- the ‘hroadest.§ - =5 Darty or seet. :

i

* Through this fight for united action to begin -

to build a new leadership for the labour move-
ment; a new left wing based on the policies of
class struggle rather than class collaboration.
Our model for the trade unions is similar to the
Minority Movement of the 1920s; for the

.. Labour. Party the National -Left Wing Move- -

- ment of the same period.

* The building of such movements and leader-

ships depends on the simultaneous fight for a
powerful vanguard revolutionary organisation
rooted in the working class. Three fundamental
steps are necessary to achieve this: the majority

of IMG members should be in the centres of in-"

dustry; the chance to build a united revolu-
tionary youth organisation should be ener-
getically taken and we must aim for a fusion
with the Socialist Workers Party.

Unity

Much, though by no means, all the discus-
sion in the IMG has centred on our attitude to
revolutionary unity. We believe that this ques-
tion is even more important in the battle against
the Tories and is not a tactic to be dropped with
the fall of the Labour government.

For these reasons we would withdraw the let-
ter sent to the SWP from the IMG in October
1978 and instead propose fusion on the basis of
internal democracy. We will propose that the

SWP join the Fourth International, since a.

revolutionary party can only really be developed
as part of a revolutionary international.

Major opportunities lie within the grasp of
the revolutionary left in this country over the

next years. Many sincere militants can be won.

from the Communist Party and the Labour

Party to our ranks. But this can only be achieved -

if the correct conception of a revolutionary par-
ty is defended and is reflected in the building of
an organisation, however small.

For our part we believe that all those who de-
fend the historic interests of the working class

should unite in a single democratic centralist -

party, whatever their disagreements on secon-
dary questions. Without thiS conception there is
no possibility of taking any major steps towards
mass revolutionary party.

" This conception is under atiack at our com-

ference. That’s why we have mo hesitation in
saylig that ' the. cholce for the IMG is between

.

Tendency Two

For a decisive reorientation of the

IMG

The IMG Conference needs to decisively

re-orient our organisation if the IMG is go-

ing to be in the forefront of the growing
mass anti-Tory movement. We want to link
up with new layers of militants who are to-

} day fighting to defend their democratic
rights and living standards. But this in-

volves new tactics for the different prob-
lems we face. N ‘

Furthermore, the conference needs to

4§ ¢oncentrate on more fundamental issues. We

must decide to end the abnormal situation where
large mimbers of comrades are outside the core
sections of the working class. The IMG was built
primarily out of the youth radicalisation of the
late 1960s.

Today new opportunitiés exist for fighting

for our politics in the factories and industrial

-unions. The question facing the conference -is

whiether the IMG will follow the rest of the
Fourth International in politically convincing the

‘bulk of our members to take industrial jobs so
.that the opportunities are not lost, and so we are.

best placed in thé decisive battles to come.

A related task is to consolidate our initial
successes in building a revolutionary youth
organisation, Our conference decisions should
provide a firm basis for winning all
revolutionary-minded  youth to  political
solidarity with the Fourth International.

But all these steps involve a sharp break with
the orientation we defended under Labour. We
need a clear re-orientation to the mass
organisations; a drastic change in our newspaper

Socialist Challenge; and a more systematic -

approach to education, and branch and fraction
organisation.

Set-back

The election of the Tories was undoubtedly a
set-back for the working class. However, events
since then have reinforced the view that a defeat
for Callaghan was not a defeat for the working
class. The Tories want to roll back the social,
economic and organisational gains won by the
class since 1945, But the working class is strongly
organised, and capable of fighting back.

We are not in for a simple re-run of the mass
action which brought down Heath. There will be

casualties along the way. But it won’t be an easier.

road for the ruling class. The crisis of British
imperialism — especially its projects in
Zimbabwe and Ireland — threaten to combine
with and deepen the domestic crisis.

Above all, the continuing organisational

| strength of the class can turn today’s. defensive

struggles into offensive battles. But the existence
and role of the reformist bureaucracy is a major
obstacle. These leaders, when they can’t directly
sabotage the action — as Duffy did, over
Robinson’s sacking — will try to divert it into
harmiess parliamentary channels,

~ However, the continuing strength and
relative independence of the rank and file
leadership — éspecially in the shop stewards
movement — will tend to force the bureaucracy

to head up the struggles, as the best way of .

attempting to control them.

Absolutely decisive therefore is our fight for
united .front and transitional demands and
objectives which is the only road to polarise the
ranks against the utopian and disastrous road
offered by the reformist misleaders and to limit
their room for manoeuvre and betrayal. This is
the road to building a party, an alternative
leadership rather than a sect.

| Decisive

This orientation, whilst centring on the
unions’ cannot fimit itself to this. The decisive
class struggle forces are not organised in an
ongoing way by the Labour Party and thereis a

~ burning need to win Labour Party activists to’

involvement in the mass action from the outside.

But part of making the mass struggle politically
count is by polarising the Labour Party around
the central issues raised. }

The Labour Party may be a ‘hollow drum’,
but its reverberations extend into very wide layers
of the working class. Qur primary task is to build

a class struggle left wing in the unions; but thisis .-

linked to taking the fight into the Labour Party.
Tendency Two stands for united ' trade
union/Labour Party action to bring down the
Tories. This approach is sharply opposed to the

S PhotoDave Swinster-

Communist Party’s ‘Broad Leftism’, whose |

disastrous consequences were clearly revealed |

with the paralysis of the CP under Labour when

the ‘darlings of the left’ rubber-stamped the |

Social Contract. The Socialist Workers Party’s
Rank and File groupings have not engaged in any
such class collaboration, but their strategy has
utterly failed to make even the slightest problems
for the bureaucracy.

The IMG needs to fight for -its own }:

orientation — for a umnited front, and a class
struggle left wing
leadership in the fight for class struggle policies.
On this basis, in each union, a tactical judgement.
is made about how our members can best- fght':
for our line'of march: in theé Broad Left, in'Rank:

and File, or in other union formations. But in alt ’

cases, we aim to take Rank and File with us.

Struggles

As the struggles develop, revolutionaries of .

to challenge the union |

action will emerge from. the fabour movement. §-

We must link up with all those who in practice
take up the overall tasks of the period, whether or
not they fully agree with the revolutionary.
marxist programme at the outset. But sucecessful
fusion with them in the future depends -on-a
correct attitude today towards revolutionary
currents that exist: the small Trotskyist groups,
as well as the SWP. S

For 30 years the SWP has tried to build itself }’

against the FI. Its re-orientation in the late *60s
has led it to take more or less class struggle,

positions in the last decade. The practice of the { *

SWP means we characterise it as revolutionary, {
but this practice’ objectively contradicts the }-

SWP’s formal programme and tradition. While
in the next few years the main cadre for building
the F1 in Britain won’t come from the SWP, the
fight to build a revolutionary party with a
programme adequate to lead the “British
revolation clearly involves a battle to fuse with’
the SWP, to form a unified section of the FI. -

There are no short-cuis or gimmigks that can
build the IMG. We will win new members omly if

we have a clear line of march which takes into | -

account the new political situation "but above all

decisively re-orients the IMG towards the labour

movement.
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mittees.

The 1980 Conference of the International
" Marxist Group meets on 16-19 February in
London. Delegates to the conference are
elected from the branches after a three-month
discussion in local branches and elected com-

During the course of the discussion every
member of the organisation has the right to
submit their views to an internal discussion
bulletin. More importantly, menibers have the

' right to organise tendencies to gain the maxi-

mum suppnrt for their views
“The IMG has a tradition of puhllcising its
- pre-conference - debates, believing that the
issues being debated out are of importance and
interest to people outside its ranks. ~
~ In these two pages we feature the views of
four currents of opinion inside the IMG; three
tendencies and a group of comrades on the
Central Committee of the IMG who do not
agree with any of these tendencies.
Other extracts of the debate will be

featured in- Socialist Challenge between now
and the conference and a full report of the pro-
ceedings will be made. The topics being dis-
cussed by the conference include our strategy
“'in Britain, the Tory government and the tasks
of revolutionaries, building a youth organisa-
tion, and black liberation.

After the conference, it is usual for tenden-
cies to dissolve and the whole erganisation
works together to implement the positions
decided on by the majority of delegates.

'l’endency Three

class party

From the coming conference, the IMG has

politics and begin to lay the basis for the
construction of a genuine mass revolu-

must build has to be internationalist in
word and deed. The crisis over
‘ , the role of the British ruling
; ',anlmbibwemdlrehndhhowhthe
inbat dramatic way that the working class
88 10 be able to deal with the central ques-
tions of world politics and economics as
,Numﬂoulwmﬁadeunlon

3 'Because the IMG mthe Brmsh Section of the
‘ourth International it<has a great advantage in
this task over the othezJeft groups, and building
.the revolutionary. party ip Britain has to be seen
as part of the task of building the Fourth
-International as a mass workers’ international,
~our view the IMG has to combine two
‘processes: the struggle for a workers’ united
front a% ainst this government to defend every
ight:of the working class from attack; and
Apecific party-building tasks aimed at raising the

u*mly in the working class, and assisting
n-to build an organisation which can
gamse ‘revolutionary socialist youth.

.- Driven by the international economic crisis,
Tory government has declared war on the
rking class. Because the capitalist class has to
atiempt to increase the rate of profit, through
fiicreasing the average productivity of labour, it
“fries - to cut unproductive labour and less
productive sectors of the economy. In Britain
1his: means-launching a full scale attack on the
-war Welfare State.

The Labour Party and the trade union leaders
-maintain their base in the working class because

struggled for, using the mass organisations as
heir instruments. Atiacks on these rights
efore also pose a threat to the leaderships of

their base in the working class these

to radically re-orient its work, break out of
the confines of small circle sectarian

tlonary ‘party. The type of party that we .

-level .of our organisation, rooting it

.of these and other reforms, which workers have -

working class -organisations. ‘In order to .

fers are being forced to fight this government.

fight for our

‘Towards a revolutlonary workmg

This will involve the bureaucracy, both left and

right. We see that both the engineering strike and’

the steel strike have ‘been lead by right wing
bureaucrats.

" These leaders do not want to fight, any more
than do the ‘lefts” — the fact is that they have no
choice. It is in these conditions that
revolutionaries must advance the policy of the
united front. In Britain this means the battle to
build a fighting alliance between the Labour
Party and the trade unions.

Labour

While we fight for the unconditional return
of a Labour government within struggles, we also
fight for specific demands that can take forward
the interests of the class. Thus for example we
fight within the abortion campaign to win the
mass organisations to support for ‘Free Abortion
on Demand.’ In doing so we reject the
slogan put forward by other sections of the IMG
of ‘A Fight for Socialist Policies’ which fails to

clarify the distinction between revolutionaries

and reformists.

We seek to work with and to structure the
activities of all militants prepared to defend the
interests of the working class. This entails
working in specific formations within the trade
unions, but also being aware of the importance
of forces at present outside any such.groupings.
Thus we would break with a left caucus in a union
if its orientation were to prevent us reaching out
to the masses.

At the same time it is necessary to seriously
overhaul the internal life.of our organisation. It
is crucial to begin to draft a ‘Programme for
Britain’> which can update the Transitional

" Programme in the light of the last 42 years and -

which can make it specific to Britain, This
process would educate our own membership and
enable us to fight more clearly against other
tendencies. This also links together with- the need
to professwnahse the life of the organisation,
organise its intervention in the mass
organisations, turn its press to the concerns of
the whole of the working class and make it a place
where working class militants can survive.

The IMG will pursue a vigorous fight for the
unification of all revolutionaries within a single

organisation. We-will fight for the principled [

unification of all Trotskyist organisations. In

“addition we ‘ contifiue - to - Toster  ‘comradely

relations with the Socialist Workers Party, for
despite its madequate programme we think it s
possible to win this’ orgamsa’non including its
leadership, to the construction of a single
organisation of revolutionaries. But we have to

* draw the lessons of thethree year re-groupment’

orientation of the IMG.

Failure

The failure of this project reflects the
unwillingness of the leaderships of any of these
groups to move in the direction of unification.
However, itis clear we have broken with some of
the past isolationism on the left and it is now-
easier to continue debates and attempt to get

~common work in the class struggle.

However, it would badly misorientate the
IMG and others on the left if we projected any
short-term prospects of re-groupment. In this we
have to be girided by three principles:

1. Having a correct attitude towards the type of
party we are building. as being based on
programmatic agreement,

2. maintaining principled and fraternal relations
with the Trotskyist groups and the SWP and

3. vigorously: building the IMG" through
recruiting the new radicalising youth and
workers.

The best way to win other forces both as
individuals.and whole groups to the IMG and the
Foqth International is-an unrelenting struggle to
politics within the mass
organisations - of the class and develop our

¥ . programme-and tactics as we learn from this.

{For a decisive turn to industry to
|build the IMG

(This article is based on a resolution for the IMG Conference submitted by a caucus of

comrades on the Central Committee)

| The World Political Resolution adopted at

the world congress of the Fourth Interna-
tional held last November set the central
task for the FI to help all its national sec-

tions to get the majority of their members -

into industry. Many sections of the FI are
already msaking the turi and others are
clarifying the polilica! {ssues in order to do
so.

Underlying these decisions is the estimate of

the world economy and changes in world politics

following the defeat for US imperialism in
Vietnam and the inability of world imperialism
to get the system back on its feet since the onset of
the world recession of 1974. The turn to industry
flows from the big changes in the situation
confronting the imperialists and from the way
the working class is responding to the deepemng
ruling class offensive being waged against it.

The chronic international crisis of capitalism
is rooted in the most basic contradictions of the
capitalist system. It excludes the possibility that
the capitalist class can buy off the working class
and its allies through massive social concessions
and reforms.

The general character of the Thatcher
government’s offensive is to turn the clock back
economically, socially and pohhcally It weeks to
destroy the fundamental gains of the welfare
state won in 1945. To do this there has to be a
major change in the relationship of class forces.
Major defeats must be inflicted on the working
class, especially on its strongest, most organised
and most productive sections — the industrial

working class. In order to restore its rate of profit.

the ruling class.is obliged to make the industrial
workers and their unions the key target.

Attacks

Legislation against the unions, attacks on .

trade uniondemocracy, especially on the right to
strike and to win other workers in sohdarlty, and
the maintenance of sexist and racist divisions
within the labour movement are a necessary
preparation to prevent a generalised fight back.

These facts pose the absclute need for the labour
movement to lead the fight for the broad social
needs of the workers, unemployed, women,.

blacks, immigrants and youth, and win - these
forces as allies in $he coming showdown with the
ruling class.

The depth of the €cOonomic crisis, the natm'e'

of the ruling class offensive and the response of
the working class have already put the industrial
workers at the centre of the fight back. To have
any influence in the big class battles (like in steel)
and to recruit industrial workers to the IMG
requires us to make the turn to industry now.

" 'be able to convince members of the SWP-of the

1t is the only way we can take advantage of the
new openings in the class struggle, thereby
implementing and carrying forward our basic
proletarian orientation.

The turn requires us to substantially increase
our influence in the Labour Party. Labour Party
activists delegated from trade unions can be
influential in helping to develop and win support
for a class struggle programme to mobilise
workers and their oppressed allies in united
anti-capitalist actions.

Discussing out the importance "of and
implication of the turn and deciding to carry it
out is the single most important task before our
February conference. The = overwhelming
majority of the outgoing Central Committee
support the turn to industry. At the conference a
way must be found to register the maximum
support for the turn so that it can be carried out
in the most effective way possible.

Polarisation

The polarisation of the orgamsation around
the question of the Socialist Workers Party (UK)
cuts across mobilising the IMG to carry out the
turn. For Tendency One to project a major
orientation towards fusion with the SWP whileat
the same time stating there is no possibility of a
fusion in the next period is 1rrcspon31ble This
orientation is '~ the continuation- of the
regroupment project adopted at our 1978
national conference. This project completely
failed in its task to fuse with organisations like
the International Socialist Alliance and Big
Flame and build the IMG.

In order to win the many revolutionary-
minded militants in the ranks of the SWP to the
IMG and the F1 it is necessary to make a political
offensive against the SWP while endeavouring to
get the maximum unity with them in class
struggle action. Through our concrete work to
-build a class struggle left-wing in the labour
movement we will show that we are the militants
equipped with the programme, organisational
concepts, strategy and tactics to build a Leninist
combat party. By putting our resources. into
making the turn to the industrial workers we will

correctness of our proletarian orientation and
win them to Trotskyism. 5
The major tasks fdcing our orgamsatlon are:
* togéta majority of our members'into indpstry
* to decisively iricrease the nurber of supporters
we have in the LP as a neccssary part of the
turn
* to orient Socialist Challenge towards the
workersand the1r,struggles and make it a paper
to build the IMG
* to biild ‘the Trotskylst youth organisation
how.. -

- Socialist Chiallenge 24 Januasy- 1908 Piget®
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Workers’ councils
without workers?

1 READ with horror your ‘Arguments

for Socialism” (Socialist Challenge 13
Dec *79) which supplied the idea that'
socialism = automation + workers’
councils. But once there is full
automation there will not be any
workers so how can there bea
workers’ council? ' o

The ‘workers’ would be a tiny
minority of the population. If there
were one supervisor controlling a
‘whole automated production unit
would we allow that person to rule
every aspectof our lives as they are the
only ‘worker’ among us?

Exploitation does exist and that -
one worker would be producing
tremendous surplus value which the
rest of us would be expropriating!
There will always be surplus value (see
Marx’s Critique of the Gotha
Programme].

What you are talking aboutisa-
recipe to dissolve the working class
through the process.of automation -
whereas the real precondition for the
dissolution of the proletariat is the
destruction of the bourgeoisie. Your
socialism — the level of productive
forces (automation) and the relations
of production (workers’ councils) —
isa contradiction. What you are really
posing is the creation of a new
bourgeoisie, a socialist bourgeoisie,
consisting of us all.

* . You pose the solution of
automatton without any
consideration of the masses of the
underdeveloped countries where

‘automation has only destroyed the

possibility of strong proletarian
movements and therefore the
preconditions of socialism.

Instead of spending the huge
amounts on productive forces which
would be needed for us to be fully
automated it would be our duty to
help develop the productive forces of
the underdeveloped countries.

Then we could start talking about

automation and so on, but thenwe’d -

have to hiave the problems of a néw
form of alienation — a world where
relations of production seem to have
completely disappeared.:

If your article is supposed to be
educational then how about
educating people in so¢ialist
responsibility, and awareness of the
problems of socialism, rather than
feeding them irresponsible, dogmatic
formulas. Even Nationwide tries to
pose some of the problems of
automation. Itis irresponsible on -
your part to pose it as a Marxist
‘given’, whenin fact thereisno -
mention of it by Marx even though he
was fully aware of the concept.
ALAN LEIGH, Hull

‘Scab’ steel?

IN YOUR coverage of the steel strike,
in theissue of 3 Jan, I was most
disappointed to find no mention of
the international aspect. A major part
of the attacks in the bourgeois press
has been designed to set Britain
steelworkers against their brothers
and sisters abroad by stressing the
‘threat’ of greater imports and the
‘fact’ that the problem is due to
foreign steelworkers working harder
than British ones.

Even the trade union
bureaucracies recognise the
importance of this, as Sidney
Weighell, TUC delegate to the

\

R

International Confederation of
Transport Unions, has asked that
body toboycott steel destined for
Britain, and pickets are reportedly
being placed at ports to stop import of
‘scab’steel. . -

We have the right to expecta
paper that claims to be

- internationalist to give fult

prominence to such moves and
investigate their weaknesses and
limitations. We also have the right to
expect a paper that supports the
Fourth International to give us news
of the struggle of other sections
against redundancies in their steel
industries and what they are doing in
support of the present strike.

A strike such as this is a golden
opportunity to show the doubters and
the national chauvinists how
important internationalismisin
prattice.

MARTIN EADY, London W?

Never mind the
quantity...

1 SHOULD point out that Chris
Young in his letter (Socialist
Challenge No 128) underestimates the
size of the OCl in France. According
to FI estimates this organisation has

between 35000 and 4000 militants. So

itis one of the largest revolutionary
marxist organisations in the world.

Anyway what counts is not .
numbers but programme. I don’t care
whether the SWP (UK) is twice-or five
times bigger than the IMG. The
centrist policies of Cliff and Hallas
can only confuse the SWP militants
whatever their number.

. CHRISTIAN RONSE, Brussels

Imposing
socialism

IN ALL of the debates concerning
Afghanistan one question keeps
forcing itself into my mind. When will
Afghanistan qualify for entry into
your not too exclusive club of
‘deformed workers’ states’?

Charles Lister, in Socialist
Challeng&No 129, manages tc trip
very lightly over this subject: ‘Will the
Russiansimpose a socialist system?’,
he asks (my emphasis).

Perhaps realising that he has
pitched the odds a little too high he
then cools down a bit: “The evidence .
points the other way.’

But just suppose that the Afghan
economy is nationalised (or ‘planned’
in your parlance) what then? Will you
still oppose the intervention of the-
‘Red’ Army? Or will you, as your
international journal Intercontinental
Press already does, acclaim it as part
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- Oxford IMG
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of the ‘world revolution’?

You could on the other hand
choose between a cleft stick and a
petard. Hoist yourselves on the

- metaphor of your choice.

GERRY KELLY, London WC1
L3 : *

Anti-apartheid
appeal |
WE ARE writing to you to appeal for
support in our efforts to reinstate
Maggy Jones ‘zll;g t‘;;:csl bannetgi from
taking part in di sport for
handing out anti-apartheid leaflets at
the recent Stoke Mandeville Games.

"~ Mrs Jones, who has represented

Scotland and Britain for many years,
was expelled from the European )

_ Paraplegic Table Tennis

Championships at Stoke Mandeville
in October last year for distributing to
fellow competitors at thegames = -
leaflets about health care in Soyth
Africa. '

After distributing the leaflets Mrs”

" Jones was summoned before a

tribunal consisting of Sir Ludwig
Guttman, Chairman of the British
Paraplegic Sports Society, Miss
Joan Scruton, Secretary General

. BPSS.and five other individuals.

There, shortly before she was to play,
Maggy Jones was told that she had
banned from further participation in

ur
Fund
'Drive

THIS WEEK’S total of over £300 is

boosted by international readers
from Canada, Denmark, USA and
Zambia. With new subscriptions
being taken out in Israel, Sweden,
Yugoslavia and even China, we hope
they will follow this example.

A comrade in Leicester has been
raising money by selling stamps on
the market and asks in particular for
stamps of high denomination from
overseas and old - first day issue
covers. So dig.out. your old stamp
them care of

This week we’ve had 42 donations
for the fiver campaign, including one .

- who said ‘in response to your £5

appeal please find enclosed £6°.
Frank
Anon

Pl mumam?ﬁ

F Revell

B Voss

D Ross

Anon

Anon

C Van Gelderen
Swindon IMG
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Oxford SC supporters
Cardiff SC Xmas draw
Bristol SC supporters
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P Sinnett

This week’s total
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national and international disabled
sport.

Mrs Jones was then ordered of f
the premises accompanied by two
escorts to ensure she spoke to no-one
as she left. '

We would appeal to you to inform
your readers about the ban. We would
be happy to supply you with further
information should you requireit.
JONATHAN FLUXMAN,

for Anti-Apartheid Health

Committee, 89 Charlotte Street,

‘London W1.

* Send messages of support to Maggy
Jones c/o0 our address.

* Write to your MP informing
him/her of the ban and urging that
he/she take up the matter with BPSS
and the Ministey of Sport. :

* Writeto the%inister for Sport,
Hector Monro, Department of the
Environment, Marsham Street,
London SW1, protesting about the
ban and calling for Maggy Jones to be
reinstated. .

* Write to the Chairman of the
Sports Council, 70 Brompton Road,
London SW3 1EX, also protesting
about the ban and calling for the
witholding of the Sports Council
grant to BPSS until the ban is reversed
and Maggy Jones reinstated.

Belize or

Guatemala?

GEORGE KEREVAN’s article on
Belize (Socialist Challenge 10
January) might have been written by

- an agent of the Guatemalan junta, S0

fullis it of mystifications.

Weare told that Belize ‘effectively
blocks Guatemala from thesea’. Even
if this were true it would hardly bea
major grievance; many other
countries survive total lack of any
coast. However, the maps you
produce show not only coast between
Belize and Honduras, but hundreds
of miles of Pacific coast for
Guatemala. Perhaps George Kerevan

WHAT’S LEFT

ENTRIES are 5p 2 word; semi-display £2 a column
inch. Deadline: Spm Friday before publication. All
payments in advance.

Y .
SWP Latii American Group discussion meeting on
Nicaragua. Speakers: Nigel Harris and a speaker from
the Nicaraguan Co-ordinaling Committee. Fri 25 Jan,
7.30pm a1 the Roebyck pub, Tottenham Court Road
(Warren Si tube). AB welcome. o

1y
‘FROM Centaism to Trotskyism® — Bulletin containing
all the documents of the expelled Leninist Faction and
introduction on struggle inside WSL. Orders to: BM
Box 380, London WCI 6XX (£] inc. postage.}
INTERNATIONAL Contraception, Abortion and
Sterilisation Campaign Information Bulletin: first issue
out now, 60p incl postage, or subscribe at £1.80 for
three issues. Write or phone. ICASC, c/o NAC, 314
Gray's Inn Road, London WCI1. Tel 01-278 0)53,
‘BEYOND the Fragments” — Sheila Rowbotham talks
about the book. Meeling organised by the Brent
Bookshop Co-operative and the Brent Socialist Feminist
Group on Tuesday. 29 Jan at 8pm, Breit Trades Hall
(above Apolle Club), 375 High Road, Willesden,
NWIO.

HOUSING
Culs — crisis — fightback
National delegate comference

Saturday, 23 February, noon to 4.30pm, Central Hall,
Oldham S1, Manchester. Conference fee £2. For
delegates from trade unions, trades councils, tenants’
and community groups, Women's groups, and other
labour movement organisations and i

Discussion will include:

*Why housing is imporiant o the labour movement

*Tory policies, their effects 'and the campaigns

resisting them

*Allernative policies and demands

*Siralegy for action 10 implement these alternatives.
Speakers will introduce discussion on:

*Links between tenants and
oroganisations

*Council allocation policies and repairs policies

*Women and housing

*Problems faced by owner-occupiers
Delgils and credendials from: National Housing Steesing
Committee. c/0 SCAT. 31 Clerkenwell Close, London
ECI. Tel 01-253 3627. -~

trade union

- Belize from the Spaniards

PUBLIC MEETING
WSL. Expels Leninist Faction — .
What programme for revolutionary regroupmen)?

Fridav, 8 February, Essex Road Library, Esses Road, .

Lordon N1. 7.30pm

3
~—~BUT LISTEN — AH ~— | MERN-
~ LIKE ,PON'T GET ME WRONG

Y PO = | —AH -
WELL , YOU KNOW =~

is unaware that the Pacific is-also sea?

British imperialism ‘grabbed’.
rds, he says.
Well how does he think they got it in
the first place? By politely asking the
native people for it?

Weare told that in 1977 ‘the
Guatemalans’ threatenéd to take back
“their territory’. Which Guatemalans
did this, and whose territory would it
be? Has the CIA-backed dictatorship .
abolished class struggle in-
Guatemala, or are we supposed to
believe that the mass of the people.
would benefit from such a conquest?

Thavelittle contact with -
Belizeans; however, I have heard of
no evidence that on the whole they
would prefer to be ruled by
Guatemalan fascists, and if I werein
their positions Ithink 1 would rather
stick with the devil I knew. However,
1 suppose the people who actually live
in thearea are the last whose views -
should be considered. -

Not a shred of evidence is
produced that the British troops are -
being used to suppress revolutionary
developments. Perhaps Mr Kerevan
does not know that the USA has much
vaster resources in the area which
have time and time again been used to
do exactly that — in Guatemala and
elsewhere. The forces in Belize are
unlikely to be needed for that
purpose. When they are we should
expose them with facts, not vague
denunciations.

In the meantime I would suggest
that the presence has more todo with.
maintaining an independent position
for Britain in competition withthe '
USA for markets and investment in
Latin America. ST

The article seems to be inspired by
the absurd view that we should .
support anyone who disagrees with
British imperialism. In the past itis
true that socialists have often
supported for instance, Boers or
Zionists. By now they should have
learned better. , ‘ g
PHIL McSHANE, Wolvercole,
Oxford. .

‘THE PATRIOT GAME’: a film of Irish- struggle,
shown by NW London TOM. 24 fan, pm ai While
Horse Pub, Church Rd, Willasden, Tube: Neasden. 288
and 8 buses. .
TYNESIDE Socialist Centre and Newcastie North CLP,
Day school on the Labour Lefl . and the Siruggle for
Socialism. Speakers include Stuart Holland MP, Afan
Freeman (IMG), Duncan Hallas (SWP), Audrey Wise,
Robin Blackburn, Jeff Price. Sat 26 Jan, Quaker -

Meeting House, Jesmond, Newcastie. 10am-5.30pm. ~.,

BROADSIDE Mobile Workers Theatre needs new
members to help tale our shows o racism, workers®
control. and Lhe cuts to trade unions, women's groups
and schools. We require a versatile socialist actress, an
actor (singing an advantage) and an ‘administrator,
Long term commitmeni desirable. -Write giving full
details of theatrical/administralive and  political
experience 10: S8 Holbein House, Holbein Place,
London SWI. Tel 01470 2581 or 01-730 5396. .

LITHO PRINTER wanted for non-profit ‘making

labour ent and y press in South
London, Adequate wages paid. TU shop. Fully trained
litho printer wanted — male or female. Phone

Carol/Roberta on 01-701 9328, .
HEMEL branch of the IMG registers with regrel the
death on 14 January of comrade Wendy Slack. Wendy
and her contribution to the left in Hemel wiil be long

" remembered. et
MARCH for abortion rights in Newcastle: stop the anli-

abortion Corrie Bill. 2 February, Newcastle, 2pm.

?rugéniscd by NAC, supporied by Northern Region .-

‘WOMEN'S  LIBERATION and the Socialist
Revolution” — a' day schoot Drganised by Hemet
Hempstead- IMG. Sat 2 Feb, Chaulden Hall, Long
Chaulden, Hemel Hempstead. Siarts 1lam; . social

(bar/band/disco) siarts &pmi. £1.50 For the whole day, .~

£1 for social only.- R
RED LADDER Theatre is. a socialist/feminisy
collective, which jours Yorkshire and the North of

England. We need a secand adminisirator to starl as -

soon as- possible lo help with the booking and
organisation of performances. Please write giving full -
details of relevant experience ta Red Ladder Theatre,

Cobden Avenue, Leeds (2. Tel 0532 792228/9. Closing . - .

date 31 fan 198(. .

CAMDEN Trades Council mecting on the sieel sirike.
Mon. 28 Jan, 7.30pm, ip -Room. 3b, University of
London Union, Malel S$t. London WCI. Speakers: local

Labour: MP Frank - Dobson: Mariin Upham. .ISTC .. B

research officer: trades vounvil.chaicperson Vie Heath,
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ucy Britten and Margaret Fry
er students of journalism at City
Universnty, London

A GIRL runs into a police station
. shouting' ‘Rape, rape, I've been

. raped.’
.. ‘Did-you see who it was?’ asked
the policeman. ‘No’, replied the girl,
but they were members of the
printers’ union.’ ‘How do you know
‘asked the policeman. ‘Well’,
, ‘they made me do all the

~This jokc went down well with
- theport and cigars at the dinner of the
: Newspaper Society; it came from one
" of #he managers ¢f our only liberal
daily newspaper, and it was so funny
that - it: - eventually reached the
--claasroom of a post-graduate course
: , I;waspassedonbya

.rbecmllgmg in press law as a
- ‘Yight-bearted’ introduction to a
Tecture * on the- Sexual -Offences
,(Amcndment) Act of 1976..Nobody
.“latighed; . two: wemen in the. class
~objected strongly,

g Lawyer

* "4 “The lawyer took little notice. It did

2ot occur to him-that'the joke might

be offensive to- women — who'in this

‘cdsé are merely good spoil for a spot

of union bashmg This unthinking-
customary sexism is . common

among  those who run the press.
" “Asanexercise our class was taken
to'the Old Bailey 10 teport on a rape

t:me}ancer whose _agericy supplies
-most of the-crime copy to local
-4 Bhdon papers and some to the
tionals. One of us wasn’t happy
about using a rape trial as her first.
siexperience of sérious crime reportmg
“MNonsense, my dear’, she was told, ‘it
- -will be very exciting. Excmng" Was it
baredom she was worried about?
> The fight started* later. One
8 tudent was told to rewrite the first
* - paragraph of a story which began:
" “The” Old -Bailey today - heard the
evidence of allegatrons of another sick
" ad rape case.’ The freelancer crossed
“this out and wrote: ‘Thls is comment

e AL A g i s 37T A Wt

. Onir ‘tutor for the day .was 4

plus “*No -

suggestion of violence and does not
report the facts of rape attack’ (his
emphasis).

“This is a real human interest .

story’, he commented, and went on to
write: ‘An attractive lS—year old girl
told an Old Bailey jury today she was
brutally raped after a man threatened
to attack her with a wrench (deleted)
broom handle. The girl, slim and dark
haired, said...” He stopped. ‘Did he
tear her clothes of f? That should go in
the first paragraph.”-

Temper

At this point the student lost his
temper and said, “What you want is:
‘‘An attractive dark haired girl with
enormous tits, only 18 years old, was
raped by a huge bearded black w1th an
enormous penis..."”"”

A woman student Jomed in the
attack. The newspaper “man was
totally amazed, and fina]ry toid the
five _students ~present -that ‘this
attitude would get us nowhere with
our editors’. '

Sadly he wasright. Rape reporting
is used to sell newspapers. It is.a rare

day now that Page Three, Five and
Seven do not carty. »r‘ape report next
to the pin-up.

Larry Lamb, 'edltor of the Sun,

told us in his lectire to. our course:

‘We're selling a product in the same |

way, | Suppose, as one might sell soap
powder.” He speaks of sales figures
when one. asks-abaiit Page Three of

the Sun. His-only doubt about Page ’
‘Three is whether the pin: s doreally |

sell as many .copies as was once
thought

Advertising

Advertising — often ' blatanl:ly.

sexual/sexist — is the .blood of a
paper, and to gain advertising papers
need to be sold, at whatever cost. So
copy, apart from the ubiquitous
women’s page, is de51gned to appeal
to men. Whether it includes models’
breasts, unfaithful wives or rape
victims it is designed with the male
buyer in mind.

City University does acknowledge
the _principle of ‘equal .training for

T e T e e e T T e TR TR e

filly

the Punters i

Sun

! TWiCE. ur dAney RDwenren

+ himsa)f ? ap hl-etnna Sitmmg; ns h“

i ml!rus, ‘”‘n‘! he hiddfe lnunc
Fo- Mazing

‘We’re selling a product
m the same way, I suppose,
as one might sell soap

-both sexes, and equal numbers of men

and women are accepted on to the
course. But with one exception all the

- tutors are male, and the men who run

these courses are alréady conditioned

to view women as lowcr in their

hierarchy."

Remforcement comes - from,
above. In the UK Press Gazette, the
head examiner of the National-
Council. -for” the Training of
Journalists declared that “the increase
in recriitment. of women is an
extremelyworrymgtrend . Whatever
is said about sex dlscnmmatron and

- THE Militant tendency in the Labour Party is
' becoming the victim of a carefully orchestrated
vﬁtdl-hunt by the right wing in the party and
'ﬂle wnclx-hunt was launched by the
- Guardian’s publication on 11 January of a
- docament Supposedly put out by Militant
supporters in October 1978. It suggests that
Militant is building a secret party inside the
Labour Party.
¢ Lord Underhill, the party’s national agent
uatil six months ago, has threatened to publish
his. own report on ‘Trotskyist infiliration’
‘unless Labour’s national executive indicate
. their willingness to join the witch-hunt and
dbﬁ'ihute his ‘evidence’ inside the party.
. ‘Suddenly the bourgems press, which daily
’ mrcssesinformatnon on all sorts of issues; is
’ for - Underhill’s report to be

. press’s real motives with a feature article
. “exposing’ the activities of all the ‘communists’
: ud “Trotskyists’ in the steel strike.
“Why has the Militant affair caused so much
l’m now? Labour's election defeat last May
put the right-wing leaders on the defensive.

by the rising tide of opposition to the
Tory attacks.
’l’herlghtmgmlstohltback and what

- uielsed The Sunday Express revealed the

Ieﬁ -now bas the initiative in the Labour Party, -

‘Wmofdoingit&nhymgth&r-'

supporters among the press — The Daily
Mirror especially — to help them launch a ‘reds
under the bed’ scare.

They are particularly worried that Militant
mywinsomeMPsrﬂoulpurﬁesm control

equal opportunity it is a plain simple
unavoidable fact that the majority of
young women Journallsts are or
expect to become wives, and ‘equally
true that many of them are also likely
to become mothers or will’ w1sh ‘1o
work only part-tine.” . -

N A feminist lobby. is probably the
only answer to sexism on’ training
courses and in the wider world of -
journalism. Committed to a better | me.

in- the media. o

generally, alobby could also press for *This article is reprinted in a

reporting about women that.is fair,

responsible and not sensational.

for women

Reg Underhill the author of the report to
the NEC in 1977 is notorious for his right-wing
views. Together with fellow natiomal sgent

5 Sanhnarker,hewasinsmmentdutie 1960s -
in driving out the leaders of the Young
Socialists, including vae Ashby sad Sheila
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We can start complammg Now..-
about the abuse of evidence in rape.
cases to make profit. This has already
been ..done” su;:cessful}y with the
associatiqn of race aind crime. One of
the women students asked our

- hard-nosed crime reporter if he would
have reported that a rapist was black.

‘Oh; I would have done a couple
of years ago. Now the law won’t let

shortened form from the December
1979 issue of the Journalist.

d Moles?

‘Torrance, who had won the YS to Marxist ideas
through the paper Keep Left. Underbill and
Baker were also instrumental in engineering the
expulsion of Ken Coates from Nottingham
Labour Party in 1964. ,

Labour leaders are always appealing for
young people to come into the party to change
it. The Labour Party is supposed to represent
all brands of socialism.”" Why should Lord
Underhill’s views, which have little or nothing

‘ta. do with socialism, be represented while .
Marxist views are suppressed? - -

Militant’s ideas are hardly optrageous.
According to their leader Ted Grant ‘they stand
for peaceful transformation of society through
winning a Marxist majority in the trade unions
and the Labour Party,’

Every left-wing viewpoint in the Labour
Party is threatened by this attack. It is all very
well for those like Tony Benn to def<ad the
right of all opinions to exist in 1" ‘brosd
church’, but is he prepared to stick his neck owt
and demand that all socialist groupings should
have the right to be members of the Labowr
Party through affiliation?

The only way to fight back agsinst the
Labour right is to confroat them head-on. Yes,
every kind or creed of socialism shouid be
allowed im the Labour Party, every
groap should have the right to be part of
movement. How eise cam we show
suppresses free thoughst.

Socialist Chalicnge 24 Jousary 1909 PagelS
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' ON 8 February John Corrie’s anti-  to suffer due to the reduction in timedimits fo
abortion Bill stands g very good :20 weeks for abortion. The changes in referral;
; ‘of PG < SR and the likely increased .costs .of private
chance of becoming law. This Bill has abortion, - will also affect working class and
19 be stopped. Here are some reasons young women mosi. Wealthy women have
why. ' always been able to get abortion and still will.
1 Women will be forced toturn to illegal JF YOU’VE just read the _reasong'why
" backstreet abortionists in the desperation = ot - s y g
of unwanted pregnancy. Even sympathetic Corrie will be a disaster for the women
doctors will be powerless to help in many

of this country. — as well as setting
3 cases. The dangers of death and disease from back

the struggles of " women
unsterile conditions or untrained surgeons will worldwide — theén you’ll know that
once- more become a reality for hundreds of \ ' p

it’s time to start doing something to
women.

Women will choose the highly effective
coniraceptives — like Depo Provera or
high dosage contraceptive pills. — which are
not safe from the point of view of their health.

Trade unionists: it's not too late to get
your union to approve one day strike

lobby on 5 February. The lobby is officially
backed by the TUC and the organisers include
the South East Regional Council. NALGO has
said it will back any of its members geoing on
the lobby .— what is your union’s view?
Women need the labour movement .on 5
February if they are not to suffer a huge
defeat. And if women lose this one who will be

next?
2 " Women are the main weight in the
abortion - campaigns both locally - and
nationally. They have led the fight to get the
_ labour movement to take up the struggle for
: - women’s rights. The TUC demo in October
Younger women, who often have ™ was the culmination of women’s campaigning
irregular periods or are less willing to activity. The Corrie Bill may ‘well be passed,
"~ admit 1o-pregnancy, are likely to be the worst .but. now is not the time for womern o get

Women who do qualify for abortion will

find it much harder to get them on the
NHS. H Corrie’s Bill becomes law pressure on
the NHS to provide such services will decrease
leading. to still further decline in what is
already a limited provision.

Once more employers will claim that
women are a ‘bad risk’ for training and
promotion as they are unpredictably likely to
go off to have kids. But it will be more true as
women will have less choice than they have
enjoyed for the last twelve yeary.
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stop the Bill. Here’s what you can do.

action for all those who want to go on the

-Choice and explain that we need medical

R e T et RN s e e e e e ot

demoralised.  The local
activites and the -women’s
assembly. .at - Central hall,
Westminster are a chance for "
women to express their outrage, and o4
to show that though Parliament may pass
the Bill it will not be so easy to enforce.

" The National Union of Students has
called an all-day strike on 5 February to
protest at the Bill. A demonstration will leave
Malet St, London W1 to go to the Commons
‘at noon oh that day. For the national motion
10 becorne a reality it requires local activists to
get their students unions to call for one-day
strike in each coilege. The NUS executive isn’t
organising this — it’s up to you. What is your
college planning?

The National Union of School Students

supports the anti-Corrie campaign, it
should mobilise its membership to campaign
against the Bill. Leaflet schools with the facts
about Corrie. Point out how young women
will be affected. There will be lots of local -
activities in the coming weeks — school
students can be involved in these,

Doctors and nurses have {remendous

weight in this campaign. Corrie and his
cronies try to-pretend thiat his Bill is what
dactors want, and a favourite line of the anti-
abortionists is that the *67 Act lurns ‘doctors
into  murderers’, . Leaflet hospitals with
statements from Doctors for a Women's

workers on § February to counter the lies of°
the anti-abortionists. '

IF. EVERYONE who opposes the Corrie Vliill"
was in London on 5 February the Tories
wouldn’t stand a chance. S




