The world today is charac-
terised by political, diplomatic,
and propaganda moves which
reflect the growing antagon-

wm  between
Russia,

At the same time praciical
preparations  for war are
feverishly oing  abead.
Budget expenditures on arma-

America and

ments are reaching higher
levels  than pre-War in
Britain and America. Army

manoenvres in Candda and
Am-eg?m are taking place in
Arctic conditions as 4

paration  for conflict  with
Russia,
Atom  Bomb research is

being stepped up. Even more
horrifying  preparations are
being made ﬁar biological war-
fare which will destroy men,
beasts and crops and produce

pre-
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AS

STATE,

anficipated criticism.
Apparently the Tories in'
high places in the Civil:

THE LABOUR

The inclusion of Fascists as well as Communists serves only as a cover to head off

measures by the Stalinists
are no justification for un-

famine condrtions in  the Serviee are beyond suspicion |democratic measares by the
Fe (7] | Y

enemy * ranks. in their loyalties to the Labour leaders. S
The political stru ggle in 'working eclass ! It is an Of course, the capitalists

lialy, France, Greece, Turkey
and China is interpreted from
the angle of the future great
conflict.

The Press of Britain and |Pathetic to the ideas of
America is filled with hypa- faseism
“the | dictatorship. But they will

critical denounciations o
rotalitarian regimes of Russia,
and Eastern ):grampe. Amers-
can I perialism, dragging af
s tail British Imperialism,
utilises the reactionary features
of Stalinism to conceal their!

imperialist motives, and whip procedure will be carried|industry, He was a littlelgsgfl}:’ﬁf‘ ml'!:{:ltal:srll has been ]\I\;:znuﬁl':hiump::li:i?;;:: 'l'; :\'n
up war hysteria. out by M.L5., branch of |ahead of time. The employeis | st e.re-. allowed to pay the nz:: ?:?
The “only hope . for |Military Intelligence. It is are content with the pre-| Workers in the organised | monthly instalments of £5.
humanity lies in the inter-|composed not of socialists, but caglent established. At a|movement must fight for the It was alleged that Swane-
national  solidarity of the of the most rabid reactionary |suitable time, they will use it afnnulmeu-t of these un- 'Eﬁffsq??:ﬁ"'ffﬂlu‘:.,""".',"-"" "1:;*"’-’
world working class and the |elements in government em- to take action agamnsi democratic measures. Civil| pin o a car kir)kini:" i
establishment of world | Ployment. workers whom they dis-[her!:'ants, like all other jambokking  (thrashing) him,
socidlism. favour. |sections of the working class, | and later throwing him into a

MOCK ELECTION

g 5 for * unorthodox™ politieal

At University College|opinions. Had the Tories in-

Londot— trodueced | such legislation
Iu  a  mock  political  election

Teesnny held among the students
of Tniversity College, London,
candidates  stood  from  all  the
political tendencies represented in
the  college.  The newly formed
Trotskyist group made u-e of this
opportunity to put forward its full
platform  and  Comrade  Jeanne
Toban  stood as  Revolutiouary
Socialist ("rotskyist), ‘eandidate.
The Trotskeyist candidate gained
40 wiltes out of about 400 political
votes ¢ast.  The Stalinist, who
stood as Soecialist candidate, gained
63 votes, and Labour 71, making
the combined Left vote 170 as
aguinst a combined Right vote of
224 (Liberal 84 and Conservative

On the basis of its support in
this election, the Mrotskyist group
has put forward proposals for a
united Left fromt in the college.
This has been accepted, by the
Stalinists, and is at present- under
consideration by the Labour group.

undeniable faet that a large
proportion of high-up eivil
servants are more than sym-

and  reactionary
sleep tranquilly, for it is clear
that no aetion will be taken
against them except, perhaps,
in one or two cases as a show
of “impartiality . This is
ensured because the whole

Every left winger in the
Civil Service is now open to
victiinisation through tale-
bearing, spite, and above all,

are greatly pleased. They
see the possibilities before
them. Already, in South-
West England, Colonel M.
Whitwill, President of the
Bristol Chamber of Com-
merce, and Chairman of the
S.W. Regional Board for In-
dustry, has made an accusa-
tion that the Stalinists were
responsible for slowing up
production and suggested that
the purge be extended to

This measure has aroused |

considerable disquiet in the
Labour movement, and even

in the ranks of the Parlia-

mentary Labour Party itself.

MOVEMENT.

Certain Labour M.P.s have

storm of

movamend.
lecide the difference between ~AMELS, .
a Stalinist, a TrotJsyist, a statement, and pointing out
Socialist ® "Who is to decide that the Official Seerets Act |
wiriich views are “ loyal 7, and should provide adequate pro-

there w_;%ld have  been a/

which are dangerous and sub-
versive ? The political |
prlice of M.15 ! Today it is
the Stalinists, tomorrow it
will be Socialists if a different
government comes to power.

In debate, Attlee has
has made wuse of the
police states established by
Stalin in Eastern Europe and
Russia itself in support of his
actionn. Undemocratic

otest in the Labour Davies,
For who is to Chater. v Hudson, and 41

mit a maotion signed hy, /S 0

vavies, |

Harold

regretting Attlee’s

tection in peace and war.
Another group of M.P.'s wish
to soften the blow. Headed
by Crossman, Foot and others,
they are asking for the right
of appeal to an “independent”
tribunal. Even this, however,
the Government is not pre-
pared to accept.

There is only one reason for
this move. The Govermment
wishes to hold back the tech-

Italian Socialist
Youth Move Left

BY PAUL

“ We are leaving the Sara
irrevocably outside the Socia
further and further away
become a left cover for the b

general secretary of the Ita

G.

STEVENS

gat Party because it stands
list Movement and is moving
from the working class to
wrgeoisie,” Comrade Maitan,

lain Socialist Youth said in

an interview to the Rome daily * Republica.”

Refuting reports ecirculated by
the Saragat party leadership, Com-
rade Maitan categorically stated
that this was not a resignation of
the Socialist Youty leadership, but
a split which takes almost all the
Socialist Yonth outside the ranks
of the Nocialist Party of Ltalian
Workers (PRLI) led by Saragat.
He added that all over Ltaly, re-
gional congresses of left militants
belonging to the parent party were
taking place, to diseuss the regional
detnils of the split and to deter-
mine the orieptation of the new
independent movement.

In the interview published in the
daily “ Republica” of ¥Feb. 8
Comrade Maitan likewise defined
the class position of the new move-
ment and clearly indicated thai the
split was nof the resut of a differ-
ence of opinion over tactics, but of
a principled incompatibility beiween
a reformism boggeds down in the
mire of collaboration with the
hourgeoisie, and a sincerely ;e\'nlu-
tionary tendency, placing in the
forefront the defence of the class
interests of the proletariat.

Political Platform

The Revolutionary Left of fthe
Naragat party drew up their politi-

"

cal platform before the Congress
which led to the split. Tt appeared
in No. 3 of their tendency publica-
tion “Riscossa Proletaria.,” We
publish below the text of this
platform, which specifies the follow-
ing points after demuanding the
| withdrawal of the Saragat Minis-
]u-r:s from the government :
| 1. Return of the party to its
proper domain, namely, the class
struggle, in order to convince the
workers that the PSLI will not
serve as an instrument for the con-
solidation of the capitalist regime,
but remain the political instrument
indispensable to the workers for
the defence of their class interests,

2. Define a clear-cut policy
offering the proletariat the alter-
native of revolutionary socialist
initiative as against the Stalinist
policy, which is absolutely ineap-
able of defending the interesis of
the working class, because it is an
expression of the diplomatic-
military apparatus of the Russian
bureaucraey on a world scale.

3. The essential task of a real
Nocialist Party must consist in an

| tariat against

unflinehing  defence of the prole-
the offensive of the

capitalist class and its
ugents, particularly the Christian
Demoerats, as well as against the
opportunisia of  the  Stalinist
apparatus.,

4. The Ministers in the Chris-
tian-Democratic Government who
are party members, must leave this
government.

5. Presentation of Socialist
unity lists at .the elections, and

where this proves to be impossible,
of autonomous PRLI lists.

6. Activity directed forward the
unity of the world proletariat, in-

dispensable precondition for a
socialist construction, and, conse-
quently, opposition both to the

Stalinist poesition which wants (o
adapt the policy of the proletariat
to the interests of the Russian
state, and to the Labourite position,
which is openly endeavouring to
tie up the activity of international
Socialism with the diplomatic plans
of the British government.

7. Solidarity with the move-
ments of the proletarians, peasants
and toiling people of all categ-
gories, which arise from the ever
growing misery and inereased
eapitalist oppression.  The party
must reassume the leadership of
these workers' struggles in order
to bring them back to the field -_sf
the elass struggle and forestall their
tactical utilization by the Stalinist
party.

S
of the management
condemnation of all {
split trade union unity, Denunei-
ation of the attempts of pseado-
reformists and Stalinists to tie the
| trade unions to the state apparatus.

Struggle for the recognition
couneils, and
attempts  to

STOP THE ANTI-RED PURGE

» . °
Imperialists Prepare For War on Russia
THE DECISION TO Pl.'l_{-GE THE CIVIL SERVICE
A BOMB-SHELL TO
DEMONSTRATES THAT THE LABOUR LEADERS ARE PREPARED TO THROW
OVERBOARD THEIR DEMOCRATIC ™ PRINCIPLES” AS SOON AS THEY ARE
FACED WITH THE VITAL ISSUE OF THE DEFENCE OF THE CAPITALIST

MINISTRIES CAME
THIS STEP

| nical seerets of the future war

doubt be explained by the fact
that the workers are repelled

tarian regime in Russia, the
workers must mever forget
that the basi¢ antagonism to
Russia on the part of the
capitalist world is not because
of the Stalinist bureaueracy’s
totalitarianism, but precisely

'must have the freedem to hold
allegiance {0 any working

black and ecoloured people of
from the Soviet Union, The | South Africa. Cases of this
Easter Conference of the Co-| I''''c are so  common-place
!_" e i t oted that they only receive a few
operative movement voted |,ugraphs without comment in
'heavily in favour of the| the press,
purge. The reason can no

by the methods and police
reg.umﬂs of-Sga-linism. Bll‘-, KICKED, THRASHED,
“'hlle 0]Ipl):illlg !hl’ lﬂla]i' THREW MAN IN Fl RE

class organisation,

£20 FOR
A LIFE

The following item taken from
the Johannesburg “ Rand Daily
IMaiI " of the 3rd March, is au
indictment of the white herren-
volk and their treatment of the

“FINED £20 IN
INSTALMENTS
FOR HOMICIDE

SWELLENDAM. Tuesday.—
Gert Johannes Swanepoel, aged
60, a cartage contractor of
Bonnievale, was found guilty of
culpable homicide by Mr, Justice
Newton-Thompson in the cireut
court here to-day and fined £20,

fire which had been made at the
side of the road. Mullayed —

from the injuries *
SAPA”

TUC DECISION

Hamstrin

Tribunals

gs Unions
Given 0.K.

To Freeze Wages

BY ROY

TEARSE

THE T.U.C. AND THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH

INDUSTRIES
AGREEMENT ON THE G(
PEG WAGES.

Commenting on the F.B.IL. *

HAVE REACHED

SUBSTANTIAL
)WERNMENT’'S POLICY TO -

‘plan " on price and dividend

limitation, the “Times” commented that * many indeed
would probably aecept the stabilisation of 1947 dividend
rates gladly in exchange for the certainty of being able

to earn 1947 profits.”

Considering that the profits of some 2,000 companies in

1947 was £435 million, the

*Times " shows good horse-

sense fram the employers’ point of view.

The current weekly wage rates
for workers are: £4 16s. Gd. for
many railwaymen; an average of
£3 11 for women cotton workers :
£4 4s. for women in the Yorkshire
Woollen Textile Industry: £4 10s.
for agricultural workers: £4 16s.
to £5 for drivers in the provincial
transport services, less for con-
duetors.

In announcing the Government's
poliey, referring to the possibility
of " some exeeptional case,” where
increased  wage rates  weuld  be
“justified ”  Cripps had  the
effrontery to state: 4t is diffienlt
to imagine one " !

wi
T.U.C. Aceepts — ™
suadflons

Despite  their talk  about the

cutting of profits and prices, this
policy “has now been endorsed by

the Trade Union Bxecutives. By
5,521,000 votes against 2,082,000
they decided to sapport the recom-
mendations of the T.U.C. General
Council.  As the “ Daily Herald "
reports : *in accepting  the
restraints, the trade unions do not
mike conditions.”

The *eritical ™ speeches of the
T.U.C. bureaucrats were mneces-
sitated only by the very real fear
of the development of a movement
among the rank and file.

The dilemmua  into ‘-""I"_", ‘ll‘)
Union leaders, ha-puslit out sharply
this polirssel l_.l)}.lfl.:l‘l.'lll_-l,'::i of certain
The Clerical and Admin-

whld OIS,

istrative Workers' Union and the
Association of Engineering and
Shipbuilding Draughtsmen, the

Executives of which supported the
T.U.C. General Council’s recom-
mendation, both decided in Con-
ference to press for higher wages.

Threat To

Two vital factors are here in-
volved. Oue, rthe contradietion
between an attempt to build and
strengthen the unions by showing
to unorganised workers the need

Trade Unions

VIETNAMESE. PRISONER,

than that of France.
ex-Nazis recruiled from the Fo

securely trussed,

22 million inhabitants are now at war with France,
There are 115,000 French soldiers in Indo-China, among them numbers of

is interrogated by

The area of

reign Legion. * About 600 are Kkillec

a French Foreign Legionaire.

The prisuner. was captured after fighting recommenced in October at the end of the rainy season.

Viet Nam is one-third greater

1 each month.

(Picture from * Life™)

sidered vesponsible for the ediring
(\f
denonneing  the  colonial  war ilt|

and  distribution a  poster

Indo-China.  These proceedings are
part of a whole series of reaction-
ary measures against the eolonial
people,

The magistrate,
Padin to
the amnesty law of January 1947,
passed subvequent to the summon-

It is

examining

is ecareful not operate

ing of the aceused. e Ces-

sary for them to prosebute in line
with the 3rd Republic's villainous

PARIS— { laws om the press, which the 4th
The Freneh ecourts have in- | Republic has taken over,

stituted  proceedings  against  a The prosecution takes place

number of Freneh Trotskyists con- together with ~ the ~reactionary

measures against the toiling masses
and the colonial peoples,

Viet
Arrested In’ France

Nam Workers’

The following is a resume of a
statement the the
arrest of Viet Nam workers, pub-

to press  on
lished by the Association of Viet
Nam Workers in France, Tt speaks
for itself:

*(m

Sunday,

a1,

large police and

NSaturday, Jam ani

Feb, 1,

French Imperialists

MOVE AGAINST TROTSKYISTS AND
COLONIAL WORKERS

wobile gunrd forees in the whole of

France proceeded to encircie tis
camps of the Viet Nam workers
and arrested 150 of them, con-
| sisting of old and newly elecisd
delegates  and  rank and  file
workers.

‘We Viet Nam workers who
are  still  ‘ free” appeal to the

1
i

French workers, to all men devote
to the cause of justice and freedom,
to join forces with us in ovder to
the arvrested workers from
brutality of the
the international

suve
the
Only

imperialist oppression.”
The Central Committee of

February 8, 1018,

colonalists. |
solidarity |
of all the oppressed can stop the

Viet Nam Workers in France

for organisation to fight for better
living conditions, and at the same
| time the declaration to the world
at large that the union is against
[ wage increases  to-day. This
applies with special force to less
| organised sectorg of industry, such
tas -those catered for by these
unious,

The Rank And File

Secondly, there is the pressure
of the rauk and file. Unlike the
uniont bureauncrats, they do not get
fut =aluries. They see no reason
for pegging their wages while the
Government and "I.U.C. General
Couneil accept * reasonable
profits "—£455 million in 1947 !—
as * justified’, and while govern-
ment officials receive £5,000 a year
sularies.

These are only two unions,  The
situation in the others, whose
leaders voted for the Government
policy, will he substantially the
same, The bureaunerats will argue
that wages must be frozen, but in
order to save their faces they will
tell their own members that they
did not really mean it should
apply to them. The Kxecutives are
painfully aware that the rank and
file will not jump so ‘smartly io
attention npon the recommendation
of the T.U.C. General Couneil, as
did the Executives themselves.

T.U.s At Arbitration

Tewson, T.U.C, General Secr -
tary, pointed out that * the union
Executives are not automatically
tied” by the decisions of the
UL or dts General Council, but
stated that the decisions will have
an * influence . This * influence ™
means that the apparatus of the
unions will be lined up with the
employers  against  the  working
class whenever the latter attempts
to foree a struggle for better comn-
ditions. This is a very real
threat.

Moreover, the position of the
union representatives will he par-
tienlarly fareical in fromt of the
Arvhitration Tribunals to which
they are tied by the Industrial
Truee., They will be respeetfully
reminded of their decision to sup-
port the wage-freeze policy whe:
their claims arve thrown ouf.

The lIsaaes’ Circular

What the policy of the Arbitra-
tion Tribunals and other s=uch
bodies wil he, was shown by the
circular sent by Isanes, Minister of
Labour, to the Chairmen of Wages
| Councils. The cirenlar stated that
these bodies, in arriving at their
decisions, must be abvolutely cer-
tain that they have taken the

{Continued on Page 4.)
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Textile Machine Industry

Workers

Redundant

by BOB
ALLEN

Platt’s Workers Demand : “ Open the Books ”

Stewards Demand :

The workers of Messrs. Platt Bros., Barton Works, Manchester, have

“No Sackings”

issued an

appeal for_ support in their opposition to redundancy, and their request for the
Government to institute an inquiry into the restrietion of production in this firm.

The workers demands
1.

are formulated as follows:—

The setting up of an Inquiry in which Trade Union and Shop Stewards

would be represented, including representatives of the cotton workers, and
which should have aeeess to all relevant information and records of the

cotion firms,

9

e

Compulsory plans and schemes for the Cotton, industry to be introduced by

the Government, on the basis of the Cammittee’s recommendations,

3.
4.

Platt's shop stewards ecalled a
public meeting for Sunday after-
noon, April 4th, to give publieity

to  their demands, and to gain
Labour and Trade Union SUppore
for the struggle of the textile!
machinery workers. [

These demands have the full
support of the Manchester and
Salford Trades Council, and the |

District Committees of the AE.U. |
und it expected that several
Labour M;P.s will be present. A
statement issned in the name of the
Shop  Stewards’ Tommittee pnt.-:l
their ecase :

* What are the Faets ? |

The conntry is short of Textile :-.|
both for our own clothing ration
and exports, which is now Priority
No. 1. ¥ :

Our Cotton Indnstry is 50 vears
out of date, and as u result, pro-
duetivity per man-hour m Britieh
mills is from 3 to T times lower
than in  modern, well-equipped
United States Mills. The Industiy
desperately needs new t|1;5|'l|it\|‘l'_\u.

The * Evershed Committee® sot
up by the Government to inguire
into the Textile Industry, stated :

‘Mhe urgent mneed of the
moment is production, and that
the re-equipment of the Cotton
Industry would provide £40
million of orders for the I'extile
Machine Industry over the next
5 _ronrs, addition there was
the Export Market.' (Interim
Report, paragraph 13, page 52).
Referring to Barton Works, the |

is

Automatiec Looms 1

No vested interests should stand in the way of production.

The full utilisation of ALL progactive resources for textile machinery.

leaders only, with

chairman, will lead to

a4 *“ neutral ™

The — Textile Industry s | results as the workin ties D¢
e e : e L 8 i p 8 Dparties we
:t:::'(ljllljfl-:'t;_i:\ short of other types of |y vefore, and the BEyetshed
y. Report itself. The demands of
_American mills are equipped with | the shop stewards clearly reflect the
85  per cent, automatic looms, |Browing feeling among the workers
British mills are 5 | that tle unions must move forward

equipped with
per cent, .

The Cotton Working Party
Report states that, 200,000 old
type looms need to he replaced by
120,000 automatic looms to bring
the industry to 45 per cent.
equipped.

The bulk of the e looms are pro-
duced by the British Northrop
Loom Co., Blackburn, and with
their resources at maximum pro-
duction it would take 40 years to |
achieve this target. [

Why cannot the idle shops at
Barton be used for the muss -
duction of standardised parts of
this loom?

The failure to carry out this
programme will mean that in 5
Yyears' time, Lanecashire will become
a distressed area,”

enough
should not be thrown on the serap
heap at the whim of employers and

towards a dominating voice iu pro-
duction plans, This can only take
]rlac_(- on the basis of workers' m-
vestigation of the production secrets
which are at the moment under
lock and key in the directors’ offices.
“Open the Books” to the
workers' representatives is to-day
the key demand in this stroggle.

The Fight Against
Redundaney

The shop stewards at Darton
have refused to recognise that any
real case for redundancy can be
made out, and refuse to agree to
any worker being sacked,

The workers in Britain have had
of unemployment, and

r . : .1p | to safeguard their profits. Bul
What kind of an Inquiry will even more important, the profit
be _ 9 motive must be rejécted by the
suceessful ? workers as the governing reason for
< : starting  or stopping  production.

At the Works Confercuee i 2'\"i‘ht textile ind 2
. W O ! at | 3 ) ustry needs
Barton Works on redundaucy, the machinery,” say Platt’s shop

representatives of T.M.M. pointed
out that they were in constaut coy-

stewards, * therefore let it be pro-

q : A 18t duced and swee away the
sultation with the Ministry of capitalist wvested igteresls i whicl:
Supply on production quota , and | stand in the way! "  Meanwhile

rhnll the Government was obvionsly
sutisfied. In reply to a letter from

the Convenor, and as a result of |,

we must fight to prevent any one
being =acked.

Only in this way
-an the workers safeguard, ' Wiy

3 A representations from the General | splves inst wstipuard  them-
Committee states : *Wea haye | Secretary  of the AETU, the :’-:}::bf‘l;ua:gl:‘gilh “‘:]';"“'l’l(’“"“m and
.;]I.it-aq_v commented ;,1, the favonr- | Ministry of Supply stated that they | jeeiunt redundaney threats,

able 1mpression made unpon us by | Were quite satisfied that TALAEY The P ==t ¢ . ing
Phe site and buildings seem in |and that the Mirigvershed Report, 5‘!”_‘]:“‘-_“".' "”':H:" 9 '].. {aliber
every respect admirable, and well | 10 action *the Ministry wonld take “ull o “.m?? e ﬂiu';'{-' ] ‘il-
suited to the production of textile,! (o action to intervene in the affairs “1{:’,-} _Ctll“l? 1313;. pn’::.:fkr:: w:
machinery. (Interim P oxtile | of TWMLM. and its plans. :: .‘-:-?1]!::_:. in li}-\i\uzlg'ﬂud“mm, Com-
paragraph 30.) _unerim Report, :.:!r’.‘lrne:’-c :il;li production drives

The din 30.)

TfPhe directors of the monopoly
Textile Machinery Makers them-
selves informed the Evershed Coni-
mittee

In relation to disputes in (Le - |
dustry, the Government has -in- ‘
dieated its * neutrality " as between
the Unions and the Employers.
This policy has enabled the T MM
to have a virtual free hand in pro- |

when the main battle of those self-

same workers is to prevent men
and women being sacked as re-
| dundant ? Platt’'s workers can

hardly co-operate with demands for
creater personal effort while this
situntion exists, and in this they
should feel encouraged by the
support given them by the official

L

Busmen Fight
KFor Living Wage

BY J. DEANE

Mersey and, Lancashire busmen are conducting a

struggle for a decent minimum wage,

Cardiff’ transport workers have been on strike against

the scandalously low wage rates and the insulting offer

of the National Arbitration Council.

Worker | One  Union for all

workers !

Every Transport transport
Must Join This Fight For |
A Living Wage '

T

Organise Thoroughly !

he wage vates of public If the Union leaders and Labour
transport workers are far below | Ministers were interested fn aiding
the national average wage for all |the workers and preventing a pro-

workers. While the cost of living | longed struggle, they would have
has increased, realswages have been | intervened on  the side of the

reduced, Last October, the Union | Wworkers. 1In one day they could
officials were mandated to negotiate | compel the employers to grant an
for an increase of 80/-, or not less | increase of 30/-. Instead, they ask
than 20/-. For months nothing has | the workers to accept the offer of
been heard of this elaim until the |the N.J.LC. and to remain al

strike of the Cardiff men and the work!
heightened discontent nationally,
compelled the employers to offer a
sop through the N.J.1.C. Even
this shameful offer of 7/6, which
has been accepted as * reasonable !

The transport workers ean only
rely upon their own organised
trength, by :

Unity and Solidarity.

The formation of Committees

by the officials, would not have 3
been made without the strike action re‘presentlflg all - Transport
of the Cardiff men. Workers in every garage and
depot.
=4 | -
One Industry — One Union !| The formation of a Central
Strike  Committee amnd 2

National Rank and File
mittee,

The organisation of transport
workers into tweo different unions

Com-

{:'H\-; 1‘:|rn_ the r~|.u|li'u_~. / hands. Orpaisation .of Plokets against
e have seen how an official meet- ity attamated. Blackdersl

ing of the G. & MLW.U. refused b 7 i
admission to memhers of the Appeal to the Public and all
T. & G.W.T. The bosses and their Working Class Organisations

agents know that divided we fall,
united we stamd. 'he official
Unifying Committee has not raised
a whisper on behalf of the united
interests of busmen and tram-men.

for support.

The Revolutionary Communist
Party (Trotskyists) offers its com-
plete support to the transport
workers. We believe it is the duty
of all working class parties worthy
of the name, to assist every section
of the working class struggling for
disunity. | better conditions.

Rank and file committees repre-
senting ALL workers engaged in
the public transport industry must
be formed, End the

‘ 'Pon my word, Ponsonby, I've watched
that fellow for two solid hours and
he hasn’'t done a stroke of work.”

SMALL TRADERS

that their plan was 1o \ 1 ¥

gradually increase produetion (o |Secuting its own interests. It can-
£14.4 millions per year, which | not be emphasised too strongly that
would mean an inereasing number | the workers did not put in a Labour
of workers employed in their | Government to be “mneutra'” in
factories, from 11,800 to 17,000 hy | their struggles for existenee against
July, 1948 the financiers and the trusts. :
What has happened fo these The present situation in the in-'
dustry is a direct result of tiwe

Plans ? “neutrality ” policy. The workers

side in any inguiry of this nature
must have the dominating positiou,
and the resnlts of the inquiry must

These plans have been abandoned.
Redundaney has been declared at

Barton  Works.  About 2,400 | o enforced by the Government.
workers are employed, compared : . e
with an estimated maximum of j"\““[llﬂ' mquiry of the Working
between 4,000 to 5,000, and the [-a}rty type with equal represent-
number is going down. Only one | @tion of employers and union

shop in three is in full produetion
on Carding Engines and no Ring
Frames are to be produced.

When  asked by the Shop
Stewards and the TTnions coneerned
for an explanation, the Manage-
ment stated that expected orders
for machinery from the ecotten
mills had mot come through, and
that -they could give no undertaking
that redundaney would be limited to
the 112 workers already affected,

The of Barton Works

SIX UNION
LEADERS PAID
£30,000 A YEAR

ORD CITRINE (formerly
£1,200 - a - year T.U.C.

workers

. ; ral  secretary) is now
and also the Shop Stewards, repre- Sonera 4 e
senting  factories  of  Textile E?.S{]{l_ chair N, British
Machinery Makers, are alarmed at | | Electrical Authority.
this waste of productive resources. Sir Ben Smith (£850

organiser, Transport Workers)

gets an  estimated £3,500 as
chairman, West Midland Coal
Board.

Sir Frederick Burrows (un-
paid Railwaymen's president)
became E9,600 Governor ol
Bengal, is now E£1,500 chair-
mun, Agricultural Land Com-
mission.

Mr. Ebby Edwards (£1,000
Miners' general secretiry) is
£5,000 member, Coal Board.

Mr. Jack Benstead (£1,200
Railwaymen's general secretary)

is E5,000 member, Transport
(‘ommission.

Mr. Harold Clay (E£1,000
assistant  general  secretary,

Transport Workers), is £3,000

member, Road  Transport
Executive.

Mr. . W. Bussey (£1,200
general  seeretary, Electrical

Trades Union) is £3,500 mem-
ber, British Electrical Authority.

union movement.

“ Reformism ", * gradualuess ™
and  kid glove policy towards
the bosses ure the hallmark of the
Government’s conduct. The workers
will only gain secnrity by throw-
ling out the Capitalist. owners com-
petely. Nationalisation of all
industry without compensation and
the institution of  democratic
workers’ control remains  the
lonly Socialist solution. We helieve
| that a good case has been made
| by the T.M.M. workers which can
only be realised by the sacking,
not of workers, but of the
management and owners of the
Textile AMachinery Industry.

The Birmingham comrades did 2
splendid job in initiating the public-
ation of a speecial supplement deal-
ing with the Atom Bomb. 1,000
copies were printed for sale at the
“ Atomie Train” exhibition which
is touring the country. Sales to
date have been good.

A meeting organised for Ted
Grant in Birmingham attracted a
good audience, 22s. 0d. being col-
lected, ‘The “subject was * The
Menace of Faseism .

Glasgow. Two successful public
meetings were organised on Feb.
20th and Mareh Tth by the com-
rades at Glasgow and Motherwell.
Jock Haston was the speaker on
“ Workers and the Crisis”. Keen
interest was reflected in the ques-
tions and discussion and in the
sales of literature. Both meetings
made sufficient profit to cover the
costs involved,

Comrade Haston also spoke at
the Workers’ Open Forom on
March 14th, the subject being,
“ The R.C.P. and the International

audience of over

Crisis™.. An a
hundred was present. On March
16th, Comrade Haston spoke to two

A.TLU. branches, Dalmuir West .
and Bridgeton No. 3.

The Glasgow comrades have
cirenlated the AE.U. offering

speakers on the current proplews
lof the working ¢lass, Apart from
the two which Comrade Haston
addressed, Comrade Douglas Gar-
butt has spoken at two other A.E.U.
Branches and to an ASW,
Branch. Other branches are to be
covered in the next few weeks.

The Waleswood mipers, York-
shire, were pleased with the report
which appeared in * 8S.A.” on their
recent strike. Copies were bought
from our local comrades for sale at
the lodge meeting.

The slashing attack on workers
wages by the Government's * Wage
Freeze " policy was met by a cam-

paign to publicise the R.O.P.s
poliey on this issne. Some
hundreds of brightly designed

posters putting forward our de-
mands in relation to wages and

profits were posted up in promi
enf positions all over London and
most parts of the provincial areas.

; Lendon: The L.D.C. organised
+a public meeting in London at the
Conway Hall, at which Comrades
Tearse and Bidwell spoke, with
Comrade Sisley in the chair.

At a meeting in London called to
support the workers on strike in
the West Indies, one of our girl
comrades sold 3 dozen “S.A's",
which was all she had.

Roy Mearse and Bill Hunter have
been drawing good crowds to our

Sunday afternoon meetings in Hyde
Park, It is hoped to hold these
more regularly mnow that the

Summer months are coming.

The new anti-fascist lmmph_let
has received a good reception
wherever it has been sold. All tuti-

fascist meetings have been covered
in the past few weeks and sales of
the pamphlet have been good.
Shopkeepers are taking the pam-
phlet to sell and our special
posters, advertising it for sale, are
an attractive adveértisament.

FACE

GLASGOW

X

tenants wit
May 28th of this year.

have faced their

The object of this move is to
cash in on the shortage of shops
and office rooms and the inflated
values of properties. It is alleged
that many of the owners have only
reeently  aequired the properties
concerned, and the prices asked are
calenlated to  give considerably
greater overall prices than could
be obtained if the property were
sold as a whale.

Terms of buying vary from 2
(the actual terms offered to our
Glasgow Branch for their premisges®
to as much as 60 times the yearly
rental.

Some of the firms are, of course,
well able to buy, but the extent to
which *“small men” have been
affected is seen in the volume of
protests that have been organised,
Tenants in ecertain blocks have
ken common action (in our own
premise, no tenant has made au
offer to buy his offiee). Trade
Associations have held meetings of
their members involved: deputat-
tions have been organised.

In response to an appeal from
Hector MeNveil, the Lord Provost,
who asked for conerere iI]HIEIIII‘I‘.\',
one was quoted: A small firm set
up by fve ex-servicemen and their
father. The Lord Provost had all
the evidence he needed within a
very short space of time. In the
face of the demand for legislation
to give H['('Ilrif‘\' of tenure to  oceu-
pants of business premises, MeNeil
has been foreed to support the de-
mand and Woodburmn, the Secretary
of State for Scotland lhas prom-
ised that the legislation will he
passed, But Woodbnrn has refused
to give a clear guarantée that those
now threatened will be protected.
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EVICTION

D. GARBUTT

Owners of large blocks of property throughout Glasgow

h the threat of evicetion on

Scores of small tradesmen have
been given the ultimatum—DBuy or Quit.

Immediate Aetion

Unless this is done, the cominend-
able stand of the traders will be
shattered under the threat of losing
their livelihood, There will be a
mad scramble to buy. Rents will
start soaring. And this will
eventually be reflected in an in-
crease in prices. Competition und
the capitalistic tendencies of the
traders will force them to capitu-
late to this profiteering move,

It is the duty of the Labour
Government to immediately stop the
operation of any evietion notices

and to pass legislation giving
security of tenure, All organiseq
workers should support suech a
demand.

Tory Demagogy

The Tories in the past perion
have made some headway in their
anti-labour propaganda among the
middle class, Whilst understand-
ing the “ halfway ™ position of the
middle class between the workers
and the capitalists and the cou-
tradictory tendencies among them,
the workers must support them ta
the full when they eclash with the
interests of Capital.  Only thus
will the middle class come to unde: -
stand that the only consistent and
thoroughgoing opposition to the
monopolies and the trusts is that
of the working class, and that then
place is by their side.

If the Labour Government act on
this question, they will do much t«
offset the Tory propaganda aimea
at cxploiting the discontent of the
middle class and directing it againsi
the working class, That discon-
tent should be aimed where it
belongs—against Big Business and
its party, the Tories.

HORNER

On Stay-Down
Strikes

In an interview with the * News
of the World', of Fehruary 29th,
Arthur  Horner, * Communist ”
General Secretary of the Miners
Union attacked stay-down strikers
in the pits. The report is appro-
priately headed *“ Starve Ouf
Strikers : Horner

wHas c-nmtm-m‘@lg on &
decision of a South Wale§ delegate
conference of the Union 'that food
should not be sent down to miners

who stage stay-down strikes. The
paper reports:
“Mr. Alf Davies, the area

president, told me that the 200
delegates had decided to starve
out any stay-down strikers in

future. No one, he said, would be
allowed to send food down to
them.”

“Mr. Horner said to me

‘The majorily must rule under-
ground and on top—and dramatic
actions like the recent stay-down
strikes produce no good result for
the mining community.

1 offer the most complete sup-
port to the courageous action of

Mr. Alf Davies, and I urge the
men to listen to the advice of
the delegate conference.'” |
As if miners who go on stay-down i
strike do so against the wishes of
their fellows!
Horner pretends that the stay-
down strikes, which he imtiated
and supported in the past, are
entirely different to the strikes at
‘present, He says that ** Stay-down
strikes are a menace in so far as
they are an attempt to impose the
will of the minority.” .
The miners used this weapon in
the stay down sirike at Tareni
Colliery, Godgregraig, as a protest
at the delay in the settlement of
lacal disputes by the Coal Board,
3,000 miners in eight other pits in
the Swansea Valley came out on
strike in sympathy. So l.ll'll(.'ll‘rﬂl'
the argument that these strikes
take place without the support :md.
sympathy of the rest of the miners :
Tt is significunt that this state-
ment was made after the *left”
turn, vet not a word of protest has

MEETING

PUBLIC
“IN DEFENCE OF
COMMUNISM ”
Our Answer to the Red Baiting
speaker HEATON LEE
TOWN HALL, NEATH
Sunday. April 18th, 7 pam.

LONDON LECTURES

at 256, Harrow Road, W.2.
SUNDAY, April 4th, at 7 p.m.

“ MARXIST THEORY OF

THE STATE"— L
What is the State — Its Origin —
Primitive Society — Growth of
Productive  Forces — Rise ol
(lasses and of the State.

- * L L]

SUNDAY, April 11th, at 7 p.m.

“MARXIST THEORY 0OF
THE STATE"— 1l
Modern Capitalist State — Com-

munist Manifesto and the State —
Paris Cominune Dictatorship of
the Proletarint — Withering Away
of the State — October Revolution
Stalinist Revision of Marxist
Theory of State Social
Democracy and the State —
Dialecties and the State,

G. HANSON.

*

Lecturer

[ 2 *

Lectures are also held at :
R.C.P., 26 Ducie Street,
Manchester, 15.
R.C.P., 47 ansl_d Street,
Glasgow, (1
R.C.P., 99 Hurlingham Road,
Walton, Liverponl
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Party.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA
THE ISSUES

For weeks the capitalist class of the world has been whimpering about the measures
taken against the capitalists in Czechoslovakia, The methods used by the Stalinists have

been compared to the technique of Hitler.
through with capitalist hypoerisy.

whieh they objeet.

INVOLVED

Their propaganda is saturated through and
_ It is not the foreible methods of the Stalinists to
They not only condone, but actively assist the terror of the Greek

reaction which aims to establish a semi-fase¢ist regime, as they condoned and assisted

Hitler and Mussolini against

STALINISTS’ REPLY —
“ CONSTITUTIONALISM ~

In reply to the capitalists, th:
Stalinists do not, and eannot give
a Marxist answer, They pretend
that the changes were ecarried
through * in aeccordance with the
Constitution.” This has further
added to the confusion of labour
workers, who understand that these
statements are not in accordanee
with the facts. The change was
accomplished with the aid and the
participation of the working class.
The demonstrations of the armed
workers on the streets convineed
the capitalist elements of the usc-
lessness of resistance. It was
this threat of force which ensured
the peaceful change,

What The Masses

Supported
The workers and peasants in
Czechoslovakia undoubtedly gave

wholehearted support to the chang:
hecause of its progressive features.

The workers could not but sup-
port the measures: nationalisation
of all important plants that re-
mained in private hands sinee the
mass - movement in 1945; 709 of
the printing establishments, the
whole of the chemieal industry, all
refrigerator plants, and all building
concerns employing more than 50
persons, all big hotels and the
wholesale trade, No firm émploy-

the working eclass.

ing more than 5 people in any
trade or industry is now allowed to
be privately owned.

The monopoly of foreign
has been formally instituted.

The peasants were solidly behind
the reforms. Althongh the Stalin-
ists did nmot do as the Russian
Bolsheviks did, namely nationalise
the land and then hand it to the
peasants, they divided the land and
gave it to the peasants as their
own private property.

Trotsky On
Occupied Territories

These are the  progressive
ifuutnros supported by the Trotsky-
{ists despite the failure to nationalise
the land. They are a necessary
economie foundation for a workers’
state. In order to carry through
these measures the Stalinists were
compelled to eall on the initisdtive
and pressure of the masses. As
Trotsky peinted out in 1939, when
dealing with the likely develop-
ments if Stalin invaded Poland:
“It is more likely, however,
that in the ferritories scheduled
to become a part of the U.S.S.R.,
the Moscow government will
carry through the expropriation

trade

of sharing the power, and the
privileges the latter entails, with
the eld ruling classes in the
occupied territories. Here an
analogy literally offers itself:
The first Bonaparte halted (he
revolution by means of a military
dictatorship. However, when
the French troops invadel
Poland, Napoleon signed &
decree: *Serfdom is abolished,'
This measure was dictated not by
Napoleon's sympathies for the
peasants, mor by democratic
principles, but rather by the fact
that the Bonapartist dictatorship
based itself mot om feudal, but
on bourgeois property relations.
Inasmuch as Stalin’s bonapartist
dictatorship bases itself nol on
private  property, but state
property ; the invasion of
Poland the . Red
should, in the nature of the
case, result in the aholition
of private capitalist property, so
as thus to bring the regime of
the oceupied ferritories into
accord with the regime of the
U.8.8.R.

This measure, revolutionary in
character—' the expropriation of
the expropriators’—is in this case
achieved in a military-bureau-

hy

of the large land-owners and
statification of the means of pro !
duction. This variant is the mosi |
probable not because the bureau- |
cracy remains true to the |
socialist programme but because |

it is neither desirons nor capable

cratic fashion. The appeal to
independent activity on the part
of the masses in the new terri-
tories—and without such an
appeal, even if worded with ex-
treme ecaution it is impossible {o
constitute a new regime—will on

DEPORTATION ARRESTS
INCREASE IN THE US.A.

The witch-hunt in Ameri

being held by a House Sab-Committee on the latest * anti-red” Cole Bill.

ca confinues to gather speed.

In Washington, hearings are
This Bill

prnpuses_to bar all * un-American ” parties from the election ballots and is aimed not
onl_:,r against the Stalinist Party of America, but against any party “ which is directly or
indireetly by any means whatsoever ” connected with “ any foreign ageney, political party,

organisation or government.”

Such a broadly
worded law eould be used, and un-
doubtedly will be used, to rule
off the ballot any Left wing party,
or for that matter, any minority
party.

Another * red purge”
trodyced into Congress
comipel all ex-servicemen seeking
government benefits to give a
loyalty oath. Thus, ex-servicemen
disabled in war action, who hold
even the mildest of left-wing
opinions, wonld be cheated, and
denied the meagre pensions to which
they are entitled.

In the New York State legis-
lature, Bil: were introduced to
bar * reds™ from government em-
ployment and prohibit them from
holding office. Another Bill pro-
poses that all organisations lis{el

Bill in-
would

by the Attorney General as * sub-
versive” be barred from using
public buildings or halls, In

Massachusetts, similar anti-working
class Bills are now before “the
legislature. One Bill calls for a
purge of teachers and public em-
ployees, the height of unconstitu-
tionality is reached by yet another
Bill which would make it illegal
to rent or let any hall or building
to any organisation or person who
believes in or advocates “ over-
throw " of the Government.

“Treason” And
“ Foreign Agents”

The notorious anti-democratic
set-up, the Un-American Commt-
tee, now meeting in Washington,
continues its venomous attacks upou
workers' organisations, including
radieal and democratic movements.
Hearings are on two Bills. One,
the MeDonough Bill would make
communists guilty of treason and
provides that they ‘‘should be
dealt with accordingly,” Under
U.S. law, treason is punishable by
death. The other is the Mundi
Bill, which would enforce members
ol “subversive” organisations fo
register with the Department of
Justice as foreign agents.
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68 More To be
Deported

The Attorney General Clark,
vicious red-baiter, told the Un-
American Committee to tighten up
existing legislatipn against “reds”.
Clark unuuuucl-? that his depart-
ment wus xbouw’to launch 658 more
deportation arrdsts. Already large
large numbers “of leading trade
union officials and members of the
Stalinst party, have been arrested
and held for deportation on the
most flimsy pretexts,

One of the slimiest tricks pulied
by the authorities in the present
deportation wave was against
Charles Doyle, National Vice-
President of the C.1.0. United Gas,
Coke and Chemiecal Workers. Born
in Scotland, Doyle has lived in th2
U.8.A, for 23 years. His wife and
children are American born. Doyle
was leading a strike in Niagara
when he yisited Canada for 3 days
to attend an executive board meet-
ing of the union. At the border
he was isued the normal re-entry
permit. While he was in Canada,
however, his re-entry permit was
secratly cancelled and when  he
attempted to re-enter the U.S.A.
he was arrested, jailed and then
released on Canadiau soil.

Another victim of the deportation
frame-ups, John Willinmson,
Labour Secretary of the Stahnist
Party, was grrested by the F.B.L
(Federal Bureau of Investigation),

and is held without bail for
deportation. The F.B.l. claims
that Willinmson  illegally en-
tered the United States from °
Scotland (whem he was 10
years old!) in order to overthrow
the Government by foree and
violence.
Prelude To General
Attack

The aim of these American re-
actionaries and their Labour-
baiting press and organisations 1s
quite clearly to vietimse
leaders and militants of the
workers’ trade union and political
organisations, as a prelude to
4 general attack on the standards
of life and democratic freedoms of
the workers in Ameriea. This is
underlined by the testimony given
before the Un-American Committee
by one of the big brass hats in the

U.S.,, retired Admiral W.

Standley, TU.S. Ambassador to
Russia  in  1042-43, Standley
declared : *“The demands of

Labour for higher pay since the -
war have been due to the influence
of its Communistic leaders.” But
neither Standley nor his ilk men-

tion the fact that while the
American capitalists today are
reaping record profits from the
post-war boom, the American

working class, in the face of a
rapidly rising cost of living, are
finding it increasingly difficult to
maintain their standard of living.

While in Britain, the present
red-baiting eampaign and purge
among  Government  employees
“suspected”  of left-wing sym-

pathies, has not reached the
fantastic hysteria of the anti-red

—————————

campaign condueted by the T.8.

organisations, the aim is substan-
tially the same: To ham-
string  militant  workers  aud
their leaders as a prelude to attacks
on the conditions and standards
of the working class generally.

All Left Parties
Threatened

Today, in Britain, as in Ameriea,
it is the Stalinist Party that is
the present main target of the red-
baiting. But if the Labour Govern-
ment and the capitalists ean get
away with attacks on the Stalin
ists, it will be the turn of all left-
wing organisiitions, trade union,
cultural and political. In America,
despite the wide differences that
separate the Trotskyist from the
Stalinist Party, on this issue, the
idea of a united struggle against
reaction and red-baiting is the
key-note of our fellow-Trotskyist
Party’s campaign.

Army .

the morrow undoubtedly bhe
suppresseidd  hy ruthless police
measures in order to assure the
preponderance of the bureaucracy
over the awakened revolutionary
masses, . . " )

(" U.S.8.R in War," Sept, 1039.)

Stalinism and Democracy

Having nsed the pressure of th
workers against the - capitalist
class, the Stalinists will dispense
with all the elements of workers'
contral, The speed with which this
is acecomplished will depend on the
resistance of the Czech working
class, whose level of enlture,
because of the indu-trialisation of
the country, far exceeds that of
the Russian workers. The Stalin
ists eannot afford to allow a
workers' democraey in  Czecho-
slovakin because of the inevitable
repercussions - on ' the Russian
regime in the Soviet Union.

This was clearly brought out by
Douglas Hyde, former news editor
of the * Daily . Worker”, in an
interview with .the “ Daily Mail."
He said :

“, . . At the firsé meeting of the

Cominform, held, in a hunting-

lodge in Silesia, Gottwald was

charged with | * petit-bourgeois

Communism '  beeause  he had

tried to work out a poliey whicn

took into  account  Czecho-
slovakia’s traditions of Western
cilture and fresdom.

Gottwald's idea was to mould

Communism to suit the needs of

his  ecountry—so different from

a  Conference  held

interests including banks,

prisoners, right of free speech,
e

The
shounld be made the only trade

industries principal

pensation. statement

wim of a Werkers

people

and Peasants” Government ™

Government V¥, was adopted.

Revolntionary Communist Part

absence.

INDIAN LEFT

representatives of 12 left parties and also of other working
cluss and pedsant macs organisations decided to build a United
Left Front, and issued a joint statement of programme, subject
to subsequent ratification by the respective parties,

This programme includes complete independence, severance
from the British Empire, confiscation of all Briti- h and foreign
insurances, factories, plantations,
mines, ete., répeal of all repressive laws, release of all political

of the princély order and nationalisation of all key and basic
nationnal
also declares that the A.LT.U.C.

be a single Kitan Sabha and a single Students’ Organisation.

On tln-'j'lusiﬁtuum- of the B.L.P.I, (Trotskyist) represent-
ative, Comrade Ajit Roy, the ‘right of one party to eriticise other
parties was safeguarded, save on joint platforms of the front.
Although most of the parties were in favour of including the
and Peacants’
gramme of ithe front, this could not be sceured on account of
the oppositn of the Communist Parey:
formula, * *“U\ ernment standing for the rights of the exploited
which could be interpreted either as

In addition to the B.L.P.L
at the Conference ineluded the Communist Party of India, the

Russiu.
back there was no point m
arguing, and recent events in

he was brought to heel"”
Feeling the pre sure of

future results of such a course.

Future Of

Action Compittees

the  government officials
stiutements about the limited
of the Aection Committees.

“ Telegraph”, of March (th,
ported: * There are indieations o

Henceforth  all
ses ' will have to be referre

tly to the Ministry of Nationa
Defonce,”

army.

of Justice in
Government, declaved : **
Clommittees  aré
power. It

the new Gottwale
The Actioi
naot 113 Second
is their ftask ¢
by giving a popular base
Government  action.”

The (zech anthorities have mads
a fundamental distinetion

L}

(Continued oun Page 4.)

UNIT

in' Patna, January 21-—-25,

press and association, abolition

resources  without com-

union ecentre, that there should

Government in the pro-

|
Finally, a compromise {

* Workers'

“ Demoeratic

i

as 2 Peoples

, the other parties represented

y of India, the Revolutionary
Socialist Party of India, the All-India Forward Bloe and the
Bolshevik Party. The Socialist Party was conspicuous by its

See Statement by Ajil Roy below.

AJIT ROY ON THE UNITY

AGREEMENT

AJIT ROY

“The new Left tiirn of the
Communist Party does not

represent a return to Marx-

ism., While denouncing the
(Governments in India and
Pakistan, the Communist

Party leaders have no real
alternative to place before the

Government, press and capitalists

masses.

. question

- gramme,

ITH

The basic question facing the
Socialist movement in India is the
of power. It is mnot
enough to lay down' a radieal pro-
one has to answer the
jue-tion of how this programme is
o be realised. The DBolshevik-
_eninists, together with the Marx-
ist elements in the RSP, the
RCP, the Forward Bloe, the Bol-
shevik Party and other groups hold
hasically to the view that only the
socialist revolution, by transferring
power from out of the hands of the
eapitalist landlords to the working
class can guarantee real democracy
to the masses and lay the founda-
tion of a progressive economy. The
Communist Party on the other
hand, under the new-fangled name
of *New Democracy’ and *‘ Demo-
eratic Front' has resurrected the
stinking corpse of the Popular
Front as the alternative to the
present regime. Thus, whether C.P.
propaganda swings to the Right

or to the Left, it is incapable of
fighting for a clear and consistent
socialist poliey.

Nevertheless, it would be entirely
wrong to draw from the above
analysis of the Commanist Party
the conclusion that it is not per
missible for a Marxist Party to
enter into an agreement with the
Communist Party on an agreed mili-
tant programme. A considerable
section of the working class and
middle class follows and supports
the Communist Party in the belief
that it represents a revolutionary
force. These elements can be
drawn to Marxism only to the ex-
tent that the Marxists ean get close

THE C.P.

to prove to all militant elements,
whether they are in the ranks of
the C.P. or other Left organisations,
the superiority of Marxist theory
and taetics. Will ‘that task be
made easier or more diffienlt by the
entry of the revolutionary elements
into the united front with the C.I%
and other elements, and by taking
the responsibility of counterposing
conerete revolutionary proposals to
the policies of other parties?

In diseussing how to put the pro-

gramme of Left [Tnity into
practice,  d’fferences  will  un-
doubtedly arise,  This unity can

work ondy to the extent that the
parties are prepared to conduet an
effeetive struggle against the forces
of land-lordism and capitalism in
India. This unity ean work only
to the extent that the rank and
file of all the parties are able to
compel their leadership to pursue a
consistent socialist policy.
The - * Left TTnity

formed at [PPatma ean

Front *
serve the
On  the

ways, one

the Left parties into a common

slanght of eapitalist reaction.
the other hand, by ereating
possibilities for disenssion

inside the working class movement

to them in the course of a joint

struggle, The Marxists must strive

{of the socialist revolution."

But with Russia at his

Pragne revealed how thoroughly

th
workers, Gottwald is afraid of the

Shortly after the Czech event-,
issued
1'f|||'
The

re

some concern at F.O. regarding the

interfering in the cleansing of the
*opurge

Cepick, the Communi t Minister

Indian Soeeinlist movement in two
hand, it ean
hring together the divided forces of

front and.thus inerease enormously
the ecapaecity for resistunce of the
working class movement to the «n-
On
the
and
examination of the different policies

immediate improvements in {he
,|standard of living. . .." 20%
capital investment is far higher

it will help to concretise the real

difference between the parties in a|than in eapitalist countries. This
manner which the masses can |shows the potentialities of state
understand. In this way it will |ownership.

help also towards drawing together Strikes against  the

all Marxist elements, scattered as

they are today, in a number of |in Lodz and elsewhere but were
small parties, round a common | repressed by the regime.

platform, as a necessary prelimin-| The standard of living of the
ary towards building the mass party | working class in Poland is ex-
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We publish here

of chauvinism and hatred,

extracts from
Palestine comrades which appeared in “ Kol Hama'mad ™,
Hebrew organ of the Revolutionary League of Palestine,
Our comrades are heroically struggling against the ftide

PALESTINE
By TED GRANT TROTSKYISTS

Swim Against the Siream

a statenfent by our

holding aloft the banuer of

international communism,.—Id.

¢

s or 3 ~ ¥ &
unhampered activities  of  loca. with I‘II_PI'PI}' * hostile aets "' ?
Action Committees. The Central | there is no peint in this
Action Committee has orvdered all
other committees to refrain from

and young, Jew and Arab,
| and the poor suffer most.

l Not so very long ago the Arab

and Jewish workers were nutted in
strikes against a foreign oppressor.
| This common struggle has been pui
to an end. Today the workers
are being incited to kill each other.
the ineciters have succeeded.

facilitate the defenee of the State

» | What Do The Jews Stand
. To Gain By Partition ?

between
the Action Committees set up by
the workers and peasants and those
appointed hy the pelitical parties

The Zionists were overcome with
a sense of trinmph  when offered
the bone by the UN.O. cooks.
“Our work, our righteous cause
have won . » . before the forum of
the nations,”

The Zionists have been in the
habit of asking * justice " from the
ciemies of the Jewish peojile ever
sinee the time of Hertzl: from the
Tsar, German Kaiserism, from the
British Imperialists, from Wal
Street,

The dwarf of a state which is too
small to absorb the Jewish masses,
cannot even solve the problem of
its citizens. The Hebrew state can
only infect the Arab Iast

with
auti-Semitisimn and may well turn
out—as Trotsky said—to be a
death-trap for hundreds of

thousands of Jews.

The leaders of the Arab league
reacted to the decision on partition
with speeches full of threats, A
Zionist state is to them a godsend
from Allah. Calling  up the
workers and the fellah for the
*holy war to save Palestine™ is
supposed to stifle their crics for
bread, land and freedom. Another
time-honoured method of diverting
an embittered people against the
Jewish and Communist danger!

In Palestine the feudal rulers
had of late begun to lo=e ground.
Daring the war the Arab workdng
class has grown in numbers and
political consciousness, Jewish and

Arab  workers stood  together
against the foreign oppressor. A
strong leftist Trade Union had
come  into  existence, amd, the
“Workers" Association of the

Arabs of Palestine ™ had been well
ou the way to freeing itself from
the influence of the Husseinis. The
murder of its leader, Sami Tahy,
committed by hirelings of the Apgh
High Committee, could not hola
back this development. Dot where
the TIusseinis failed, the deeision
of the imperialist agency. [U.N.0O,
suceeeded.  The partition decision
stifled the elass struggles of the
Palestinian workers. The prospect
of being in the hands of the Zion-
ist *congquerors of soil and
labour " aronsed fear and anxiety
among the Arab workers and
fellnhs. Nationalist war slogans
fall on fertile soil—And Feudal
murderers see their chance. Thus,
the policy of partition enables the
fendalists to turn back the wheels
of history.

Politicians and diplomats are still trying to find a
formula for the disastrous situation into whieh Pa'estine
has been plunged by the U.N.O. deeision on partition,
this a “breach of international peace ’ or are we dealing

is

As far as we are coneerned,
distinetion. We are daily

witnessing the killing or maiming of men, wcmen, old
As always, the working masses

enthusiasin,  Trinmph on the one
hand, rage and exasperation on the
other. Communists are  being
murdered. - Pogroms among Jews
insrigated. A tit for tat of murder
and provoeation. The * strafing
expeditions ” of the Haganah are oil
for tie propaganda machine of the
Arab patriots in their eampaign to
enlist the masses for more blood-
shed. The military confliet and the
sninshing to pieces of the workers’
movements are a hoon to the
chauvinist  extremists in  both
camps.

What About The Jewish
Communist Party ?

The patriotic wave makes sitting

on: the fence very uncomfortable.
The Zionist ** Socialist * Parties
soon  **corrected their anti-

imperialist phrases and their stub-
botn * resistance ” against * eutting
up'the country in pieces ' and gava
way to full and enthu-iastic sup-
port to the imperialist partition
policy. That was a trifling matter,
o question of . merely changing
Zionist taeties.

Yet -the Communist Party of
Palestine might have been ex-
pedted to take a different position.
Hyve they not repeatedly warned
agdinst the fatal results bound to
come with the establishment of a
Jewish state?

“ Partition must needs be dis-
dstrous for Jew and Arab alike

partition is an imperialist

seheme  intended  to  give the
British rule # new lease of
life. i
(Evidence given by the
P.C.P. before the Anglo-
American. Commission of
Enguiry on 25.3.46.)
Mhe Secretary of the Party

loyally stuck to this attitude as late
as July 1947, when he said before
the: U.N.O, Corpmission : }

“We refuse the partition
seheme  point blank, as this
srheme i detrimental to  the

interests of the two peoples.”
However, after this scheme had
beeh pulled off with the support

of ' the Russian !w-[u'a\m-m:niw.-.
Kol Ha’am hastened rto deelare
that ** democracy and justice have

won the day (1) And overnight
there appeared a losly baptised
Party of Eretz Isrnel (Comituanise
Party of the Hebrew Land).

Thus, even the vestige of
contact with the Arab population
was broken off. The gup that still
separated them from Ziouism was
finally bridged. Instead of being
the vanguard of the anti-imperialist
struggle: of the Arab and Jewisk
masses, the Palestine Communist
Party became the * Communist™
tail of the *left” Zionists. This,
precisely in the hour when Zionisim
shows _to everyone ifts counter-
revolutionary face, its Dblatant

The early erop of partition
poliecy: Jews and Arabs are
drowned in a sea of chanvinist

(Ceontinued on Page 4.)

As the Stalinists in Poland

they follow in the

POLAND

According the  Warsaw
Correspondent of. the * Financial
Times ” (issue of March 27th), the
Socialist head of planning Czoslaw
Bobrowski, has heen forced Lo
resign  after a dispute with the
Communist Minister of Industry,
Hilary Minc.

The dispute was over the ques-
tion of the proportion of the
national income to be devoted to
raising the standard of living as
against that to be devoted .to
mvestment.

Bobrowski argued that * invest-
ments should swallow no more than
209- of the national income and
that the rest should be devoied to

speed-up system have taken pluee

Stalinism in Pola_nd :
Socialist Minister
Foreed to Resign

establish firm control over

{he country, they reveal their reactionary features,
Without the check of democratic working class control,

footsteps of the Russian bureaucrats.

ally as a result of the war. To
consolidate their hold and as a
necessary incentive for reconstric-
tion, the Stalinists made promises
of improvements, As the
“ Kinancial Times"” comments :
“ According to the three-year plan
which began in 1947, the Govern-
ment pledged increases in specific
quantities of food, clothing, furni-
ture and other items to be consumed

by each Pole. Instead, the 1948
plan omits these figares and
generally suggests that there

should be more consumers’ goods,

“1t gives the detailed produe-
tion figures for industry, however,
with concentration on the heavy
industries—ocoal, iron and steel,
and electrical.” Thus, without con-
sultation with the workers the
Stalinists violate their promises.
Because Bobrowski shows concern
for the econditions of the workers,
Stalinist Mine denounced  his
“un-Marxist, reactionary London
economies,”

As  they successinlly totalit-
arianise the countries of Eastern
Turope, the Stalini~ts turn to th
methods of capitalist slave-driving.
Their last concern becomes the
standards and conditions of the

tremely low and fell catastrophic-

workers.
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Behind the |
Riots in the
Gold Coast

BY C,

VAN GELDEREN

Eleven people lost their lives 'when police fired on a

peaceful, unarmed demonstration in Accra.

were wounded.

Many more

A “red plot” to set up a “ United Socialist States of
Africa” has been unearthed, and on this pretext many

of the Labour leaders on
arrested.

the Gold Coast have beer

The eonditions under which the people live in ‘this, the

richest of Britain’s African

colonies, have led to strikes

and demonstrations which have partially paralysed the

life of the colony.

In the leadership of the move-
ment are the ex-Servicemen who
joined up in the recent war be-
lieving that they were fighting for
the * Four Freedoms” of the
Atlantic Charter. They have re-
turned to their native land after
helping to * liberate ” Hurope from
the Nagzis, and Burma, Malaya and
India, from the Japanese, to find
that there has been no change in
their own status, They remain
colonial slaves.

One-in-Four Unemployed

In reply to a question in the
House of Commons on March 17th,
Creech Jones, the Colonial Seere-
tary admitted that out of 170,500
men  from  the West  Africar
colonies who served in the Forces
during the war, 45,100 were now
estimated to be unemployed. DBut
even those lucky ones who found
work on their discharge are by ne

means living in an  earthiy
paradise.
The report on the trade union

movement on the Gold Coast pre-
sented to the World Trade Union
Ubievanee  in february, 1945,
draws tlll\:. Bilawing grim  picture
of economie 1-_011(11!101;.‘, b what is
usually deseribed as  the ..
advanced of the African colonies:

1s. 6d. Per Day

“The problem of increase of
wages is a pressing one. The
average labourer earns 1s, 6d
a day which is 95 a week as
compared with 65s. a week for
his British labourer comrade. 11
is true we are comparing two
classes of workmen in different
categories, but it is also true that
“uispaa ity in the ages of the two
is enormous and unkind. The
popular formula that the stan-
dard of living of the African is
low and must therefore be paid
such ridiculously low wages can
no longer be applied. Most of
the working class live in the big
industrial towns where house
rents and the cost of food are
very high. An average living-
room measuring 10 ft. by 10 ft.
costs at least 15s. per month fo
rent. Into this the worker, his
wife and children pack them-
selves: The room is used as bed-
room, dining-room, lounge, and
for many other purposes, This
leads to overcrowding with con-
sequent had health and inefficiency
at work. Food costs at least 2s.
a day: this figure represents the
absolute minimum level: it does
not take into account extras
which are something needed for
a change! With medical ex-
penses, children’s school fees and
clothing, the minimum wage that
any labourer should earn in
order to have a fairly comfortable
living is 3s. a day, which works
out at 18s. a week; anything
below this is inhuman and a
denial of the bare minimum
standard of living for the
worker.”

Siunce the above statement was
made in 1945, the cost of living
in the Gold Coast, as everywhere
else in the capitalist world, has
soared, with no parallel increase in
the workers’ earnings.

Capitalists Thrive

By contrast, British capital in-
vestinents 1 the colony have
reaped a rich harvest. ‘Uhe great-
est industry in the country s the
cultivation of the cocoa bean, Be-
cause of lack of scientific cultiva-

tion, the industry has fallen into |

L_iecay. As a result, the cocoa-
farmers have become the vietims of
the thirteen Europeau firms whe
bandle the entire trade in the cocoa

bean, ‘(one firm, Cadbury-Fry
takes half).

Through = intermediaries,  and
money-lenders, the buyers have
succeeded in making the small

farmers entirely dependent on them.
Over 70 per cent, of the farmers
now pledge their crop to the buyers
—who before the war fixed the
price of the €erops. Today all buy-

ing is done through the Dritish
Government—it is  a  profitable
source of dollars. Recently the

price of cotoa was doubled on the
world market—as every working
class housewife knows from the -
creased cost of the kiddies
chocplate ration—but this rise -has
not been passed on to the growers.

The Gold Coast is also rich in
minerals, chiefly gold. This indus-
LLyy +no, is highly profitable—for
the British investors. In 1939,
the 4s. shares of thc Achanti Gold
fields Corporation, Wwere hajpg
quoted at over £2. Dividends have
ranged from 2571 per cent. to 95
per cent. in 1936-7. Shareholders
in one of the larger diamond com-
panies. have got back nine times
the value of their original invest-
ments since 1924, In 1938, the
Hailey Commission reported that
the 38,000 African miners were
getting £26 10s. a year.

No Representative
Government

These are some of the c'i_-mmmiu-f

facts whieh provide the bBackground
to the current unrest on the tiovl

Coast.  Responsibility for this
lies entirely on the shounlders
of the British Government,
for the inhabitants of the

Gold Cloast have no representative
Government. Its Legislative
Council consists of fifteen officials,
five npominated Europeans, three
representatives of town Natives,
six Chiefs. It is a Crown Colony,
ruled from Whitehall.

But the people of the Gold Coast
are not looking to Whitehall for
salvation. In 1941, the Gold Coast
Trade TTnion Movement was born.
It was illegal till that year.
Already it has behind it a record
of heroic struggles, notably the
great strikes of railway workers in
1039 and 1941. Today thousands
of Gold Coast workers are enrolled
in the unions and it is this grow-
ing strength of the Labour Move-
ment which has struck fear into
the hearts of the white rulers of
the Gold Coast and which has led
to the introduction of the present

reign of terror there.

The Anti-Trotskyist
Campaign in Russian-

Occupied

Germany

Zurich, January 22rd.

Today's “Weltwoche ", well known eonservative weekly,
features an article signed Thomas Vandenbergh on the

Communist Party schools in

the Soviet occupation zone of

Germany. The article obviously written by an eye-witness
deseribes at length the Institute of the Soviet Military

Administration

located at

Konigswusterhausen, near

Berlin, where hundreds of Stalinist functionaries, trade
union officials, Russian-trained returned prisoners of war,
are educated for taking over high ranking responsibilities
in the zone's political economie and cultural life.

Students at the ipstitute are
completely  eut  off  from the
civilian population during the time
of their training, and receive many
privileges in their food supply and
material living conditions.

“ America and Trotsky are the
red Secares for Konigswuster-
hausen "— writes this reactionary,
certainly  not  too  well-divposed
writer towards Trotskyism. *It is
against both of them that a much
fiercer struggle is waged than
against the remnants of fascism and
militarism.”

Without  doubt  this * fierce
struggle ngainst Trotskyism,”
declared dead and officially buried

dozens of times by the official
Russian authoritie<, is not without
connection with the fact that the
average German C.P, functionary
cut off from the rest of the world
during 10 years of the most
thorough putrefaction of the Com-
intern, is not yet * immunised”
against Trotskyism as completely as

the average Stalinist apparatus
men in other countries.
Or perhaps, intolerable living

conditions in the Soviet oecupation
zone and wholesale looting by the
ocenpation authorities are * favour-
able conditions ” for & development
of the Trotskyist disease” 7—

LP.S.

(Continued from Page 3.)
from above. Although they are
called by the same name there is
a vast difference between the two.
The Action Committee of the
National Front appoints all the
officials of the different parties,
which is a earicature of democracy,

They have made it clear that the
Action Committees will not play th
role which the Soviets or Workers’
Committees played in the Russian
Revolution in 1917. The Russian
Bolshevik Government under Lenin
was  based on  the Soviets,
which were the most fexible
and democratic form of organ-
isation, These had direct
representation of the workers and
peasants on its bodies based on the
localities, DBy this means Lenin
pointed out there was no need for
uny separate state structure. The
workers and peasants would ad-
minister the state. DBecause of the
backwardness of Russia and the
isolation of the revolution they did
not succeed in carrying this out. In
a highly cultured and industrialised
country like Ozechoslovakia, a
genuine communist regime could be
introduced, The workers and
peasants could begin immediately
to administer the state themselves,
without a special state apparatus
which will be utilised for the pro-
tection of privilege.

A parliament elected on a con-
stituency basis is far less demo-

cratic than the system of direct
representation on  the basis  of
committees. The parlinmentary

form of representation is the most

cusily  bureaucratised and far
removed from the people.
The economic basis for a

workers’ state has been achieved.
But for a state to act in the in-
terests of the working eclass, the
expropriation of the capitalists by
itself is not enough. Democratic
control of the state apparatus is an

essentinl - prerequisite  for  the
march  towards a  communist
society. All the great Marxists
emphasised this.

Lenin On A Workers’
State

Lenin reduced -the cssence of a
workers' state to four fundamental

TUC Decision

(Continued from Page 1.)

Yurernment’s  wage-freeze
fully into cumsideration,

policy

The withdrawal ve (1. citeal
after “hasty consultation bt wnpg
the Government and the T.U.C.
leaders, in face of a storm at the

ar

Executives’ meeting, means nothing. ;
i Another is going

to  be
Thiz will contain some eyewash in
the form of diplomatic phraseology,

‘but its content must inevitably be
|

the same.

In the last analysis,
Arbitration Tribunals decide the
“knotty ” problems, and as stare
institutions they must inevitably bLe
guided by the Governmerit's
policy.

In any case, the T.U.C. buresau-
cerats did not object to the cireplar
in principle, Indeed, Tewson, was
able to declare that * there was no
suggestion o fa clash between the
T.U.C. and the Government over
a Ministry of Labour cireular.”

The need of the hour iz to fight
to untie the hands of the Trade
Unions by breaking the industrial
truce  which means that all
decisionz of Arbitration Tribunals
are binding on the Unions; to re-
vitalise the Unions as independent

class  instruments against the
employing class !
The meed of the hour is the

development of a militant rank and
file movement in the workshops and
the Union branches to combat the
wage - freeze policy of the
Government and Trade Union
bureauncrats,

For a Marzist understanding
of the Spanish situation,
read:

“ Revolution and

Counter-Revolution

- - ”
in Spain
by Felix Morrow
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Copies of the

Permanent
Revolution

By LEON TROTSKY
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

principles. After the expropriation

of the capitalists and the statifica-

tion of the means of production,
there would be:

1. The election of Soviets with
the right of reeall of ali
officials.

2. No official fo receive a wage
higher than that earned by
the average worker,

3. The abolition of the standing
ing army and its replacement
by the armed people,

4. No permanent bureaucracy.
Eaeh in turn would fulfil the
functions of the state. When
everyone was a bureauncrat,
uv-one could be a bureauerat.

* We organise large scale pro-

duction, starting from what

capitalism has already created
we workers ourselves relying on
our own experiences as workers,
establish a striet, an iron dis-
cipline, supported by the state
power of the armed workers,
shall reduce the role of the state
officials to that of simply carry-

ing out our instructions as
responsible,  moderately  pad
‘managers ' (of course, with

technical knowledge of all sorts,
types and degrees). "This is our
proletarian  task, with this we
can and must begin when ecarry-
ing through a proletarian revolu-
tion. Such a beginning on the
basis of large-sealeé production, of
itself leads to a gradual
* withering away " of all bureau-
cracy, to the gradual creation of
4 new order, an order without
quotation marks, au order which
has nothing te do with wage
slavery, an order in which the
more and more simplified fuue-
tions of control and accounting
will be performed by each in
turn, will then . become a habit,
and will finally die out as special
functions of a special stratum
of the population.'”

The backwardness of Russia and
the isolation of the revolution
rendered this progess impossible.
But on the basis of the cultural
level in  Czechoslovakia the ad-
vantages of communist methods
would be apparent to the whole
world. Under ~real Communist
leadership they ecould bé  imme-

diately implemented. But this is

issued. !

thee

i It

(Continued from Page 3.)
servility to imperialism. Thus the
Communist Party itself held up all
its former exposure of imperialist
and Zionist deceptions to ridicule.

Why Have ’ﬁ'ley Gone
Bankrupt ?

The policy of the Palestine Com-
munist Party lacks any consisteney.
reflects  both  the  needs
deriving from the eclass war of the
Jewish worker in Palestine and the
needs of Soviet foreign policy. The
needs of class war, however, require
4 consistent internationalist policy,
the negation of Zionism, its dis-
crimination between Arab and Jew.
On the other hand, the need to
adjust the party line to the diplo-
matic  manoeuvres of Russia
calls for an ‘' elastic” policy, onc
that lacks backbone. As a result,
we find the notorious shilly-shally-
ing and- zig-zagging which has
harnessed the P.C.P. now to the
Zionist wagon. The fifth wheel!

And The Arab
Communist Party ?

The Arah Stalinists, the
* Nationul Liberation League ™, did
not fare better than their Jewish
counterparts,  They were in a
pretty fix having to justify the
Russian  support of the Jewish
stafe. The Arab workers could not
be expected to accept this line
Not by a long way! They knew
the meddling of Stalinist diplomacy
for what it was: breaking up the
Palestine  workers’ unity and’ a
treachierous blow. After the pro-
partition deelaration of Zarapkin,
the National Liberation League
found themselves surrounded by
seorn and hostility.

The policy of the Soviet Union
has undermined the position of the
League among the Arab toilers.
Thus, it opened #a  door to the
reactionary  chanvinist  campaign
against the “red danger.” At
present  the  National Liberation

League stayds for peace and it is

_
Help Our German Comrades !

PALESTINE :

AGAINST THE STREAM

not what Stalinism desires, Stalin
has stated that what is required is
a stronger and stronger state 1n
Russia. Czechoslovakia  under
Stalinist leadership will develop in
the same direction. There will not
be a process of the withering away
of the state, but a strengthening of
the state apparatus and - the
G.P.U.

ATl the rights which the workers
still possess will be strangled and
an uncontrolled bureaucracy will
ride roughshod over the masses as
in Russia,

.l the Jong run, the Czech
workers will not tolerate a
tyrannous officialdom. Experience

will teach them that Stalinism is

not Communism, They will
recognise the need to overthrow
the bureaucracy with its police

apparatus and establish their own
direct control of industry and the
state in a workers’ democracy as
outlined by Kuarl Marx. This on
the model of the Paris Commune,
and carried into effect in the regime
established by the Russian revolu-
tion in 1917.

GERMAN
PRISONERS

The Annual Conference of
the US.D.AW. passed the

following resolution, which
was  overwhelmingly  sup-
ported.  The resolution was
moved by Bro. C. Siiley,
delegate [rom «the South
Suburban ~ Co-op.  Branch
(London).

‘This Annual General Meeting

expresses its special solidarity with
the German Prisoners of War in
this country amd the Middle East,
and considers that the organised
Labour and Trade Union Move-
ment should insist upon the imme-
diate end of their use in a system
of slave labour. “Further, that they
be freed and given both the right
and practical possibility of imme-
diate repatriation to Germany.”

Send Food

H. CHASE
255 Harrow Rd.
London - W.2

<= Orphan German
Children Queue For

busy exposing the provocative role
of the British Government. But
sinece it had eried out for * national
unity ” (with the feudal Husseinis,
the present war instigators) during
the past years, its present attitude
fails. to convinee. But the
National Liberation League dd
convince the Arab workers that the
driving force behind its poliey is
not the interests of the Palestinian

proletariat, but that of the
Kremlin,

A War Of Defence?
The two camps mobilise the

masses under the mask of ** self-
defence.” “We have been
attacked, let us defend ourselves!”
say the Zionists. “Let us ward
off the danger of a Jewish con.
quest! " declares the Arab High

Committee. Where does the truth
lie?
War is the continuation of

politics by other means. The ‘war
led by the Arab feudalists is but
the continuation of their reaction-
ary war on the workers and the
fellah striving to shake off oppres-
sion and exploitation. For the
feudal Effendis * salvation of
Palestine "  means  safeguarding
their revenues at the expense of
the fellahin, maintaining their
autocratic  rule  in town and
country, smashing the workers'
organisations and  international
class solidarity,

The war waged by the Zionists
is the eontinuation of their expan-
sionist policy based on diserimina-
tion between the two peoples: they
defend * kibbush avoda ” (ousting
of Arab labour), * kibbush adama ™
(ousting of the fellah), boyeott of
Arab goods, * Hebrew rule.” The
military conflict is a direct resalt
of the policy of the Zionist eon-
querors,

This war can on neither side be
said to bear a progressive character
The war does not release pro-
gressive forees, or do away with
social or economic obstacles in the
path of development of the two
nations, Quite the opposite is true.
It is apt to _obscure the class
antagonlsm and to open the gate

POLICY OF

establishment of a system

this to be an international

tionary Marxists of other

large financial, insurance,

2.
State,

repayment of small savings.

open to inspéction the
Committees.

"

by

of a State-financed national
operated in collaboration with
tenants’ committees.

co-operatives,
small shopkeepers. -

and housewives’

must be fully maintained while

officers from the ranks,

of worker-officers.

10.
illegalisation of anti-semitism
hatred of any description.

working c¢lass organisatidns to
defend workers' organisations,
fascist attacks.

11,

12
imperialist powers;
hurenucracy and t
Russia.

13,

An end to secret

14

world socialism,

The Revolutionary Communist Pu-rty stands for the

divisions and the exploitation of man by man have
been abolished and the introduction of a communist
mode of production and distribution in which people
produce according to their ability and receive from
society according to their needs.

the British working class in close collaboration with
the workers and exploited masses of all lands, and is
united for this purpose on a world scale with revolu-

of the Fourth International.
of its goal, the R.C.P. strives to win the support of
the majority of the British working class for the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a
Workers' Government, on the basis of the following
transitional programme :—

(. The nationalisation of the land, all atomic processes, all
indusirial and distributive and
transport enterprises without compensation and their organ-
isation on the basis of an overall production plan, with control
of production at all stages in the hands of demoecratically
elected committees of workers and technicians.

Foreign trade to be concentrated in the hands of the

3. Abolition of the mational debt with provision for the

4, Abholition of husiness secrets. All company books to be

5. Luxury hotels and mansions to be requisitioned aml all
existing housing space, to be controlled and allocated by tenants’
commitiees. An end to luxury building and the establishment

6. Distribution of food, clothes, fuel and other consumers
goods in short supply and the fixing of prices in collaboration
with and under the control of committees elected from the
distributive trades,

7. A rising scale of wages o meel any increase in the
cost of living, to be assessed at regular intervals by workers'
commitiees and the trade
wages based on a guaranteed minimum; a falling scale of hours
with no reduction in wages to absorb the unemployed, who

of 40 hours without loss of earnings.

8. Abolition of the Monarchy, the House of Lords and the
law of inheritance; the immediate repeal of all strike-hreaking
and anti-labour laws, and the introduction of full electoral
rights for men and women in the armed forces.

9. Dissolution of the standing army and its substitution
by a workers' militia; abolition of conscription and military
law; clear out the reactionary officer caste; for the election of
The establishment of military schools
by the trade unions at the expense of the State for the training

Withdrawal of police protection from fascist meetings;

For dircet workers' action through
the fermation of defence guards based on a united front of all

Immediate freedom for the colonial peoples to choose
their own form of Govermment and the immediate withdrawal -
of British troops from all colonial countries.

Unconditignal defence of the Soviet Union against all
or (he overthrow of the privileged Stalinist

: re-introduction of workers' democracy in

annexations or reparations based upon the self-determination of
nations; the unconditional withdrawal of British troops together
with all oceupation forces from foreign soil,

Unity with the workers and exploited masses of all
lands in the struggle for the overthrow of capitalism and the
establishment of a United Socialist States of Europe and for

THE R.C.P.

of society in which class

The R.O.P. declares
task, to be undertaken by

lands in the organisation
Towards the attainment

Trade Unions and Workers'

housing plan, drawn up and
the building trade unions and

factories, housewives and

unions, with all’

not working; a maximum week

and the propagation of race

combat fascist provocation and
premises, and meetings from

diplomacy; a peace without

for national sentiment. It weakens
the working class and strengthens
imperialism in both camps.

What Is To Be

Each side is * anti-imperialist ”
to the bone, busy detecting the
reaction—in  the opposite camp.
And imperialism is always seen—
helping the other side. For the
inveigling policy of imperialism is
based upon agents and agencics in
both camps. Therefore, we say (0
the Palestine people in reply to the
patriotic war-mougers : make this
war between Jews and Arabs which
serves the end of imperialism, the
common war ol both nations
againslt imperialism.

We say to the Jewish and Arab
workers: The enemy is in your
own camp !

Jewish workers! Get rid of the
Zionist provocateurs who tell you
to sacrifice yourselyves on the altar
of the Hebrew state.

Arab workers and Fellah! Get
rid of the chauvinist provocateurs
who are getting you into a blood-
buth for their own benefit and
pockets,

Done ?

Workers of the two peoples, unite

in a common front against imper.ul-
ism and its agents.

The problem causing anguish
among all in these days is the
problem+« of  security. Jewish

workers ask: “ How to protect our
lives? Should we not support the
Haganah? ” And Arab workers and

fellahin ask: *Ought we not to
join the Najada or Futuwah to
defend  ourselves  against the

Zionist attacks? ™

A distinction must be made be-
tween  the  practical and  the
political side of this question. We
cannot thwart mobilisation and do
not therefore tell workers to refuse
to mobilise. But it is our duty to
denounce the reactionary character
of these chauvinist organisations,
even in their own house. The only
way to peace between the two
peoples of this country is turning
the guns at the instigators of

murder in both ecamps!

. lnstead of the abstract * anti-
imperialist " phrases of the social
puatriots  which cover, up their
SEI‘VIJ:it_\' to  imperialism, we ore
.z-ilup-mg a practical way to fight
against  the foreign  oppressor.
Unmasking its local agents, undei-
wining their influence; so that the
Arab worker aud fellah will under-
stand that the military campaign
against  the Jews helps to bring
ubout partition and helps only the
!‘asmlulism and imperialists, while
it is fought on his back and paid
for by his blood; so that the
Jewish worker recognises at last
the illusion of Zionism and under-
stands that he will not bhe free and
sufe as long as he has not done
away with national diserimination,

isolationism and imperialist
loyalty!
We have to keep up contaet

between the workers of both peoples
at whatever place of work where
this can still be done, in order w
prevent  provocative acts and to
safegnard the lives of workers at
work and on the roads. Let us
form revolutionary cadres, TIn :his
burning  hell of chauvinism, we
have to hold up the banuer of
international brotherhood.

Read :

The Rise and
Fall of the

Comintern
by K. TILAK of India
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