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 LABOUR to Power

BY E. GRANT

THE COALITION BETWEEN THE LABOUR MOVEMENT AND THE CAPITALIST CLASS

IS CRACKING. THE CYNICAL INDICATION BY THE GOVERNMENT THAT IT HAS NO

INTENTION OF CARRYING THROUGH EVEN THE MODEST REFORMS OUTLINED IN THE
BEVERIDGE PLAN, HAS PROVOKED A CRISIS WITHIN THE LABOUR PARTY.

The Labour Ministers, having established “ Social Security ” for themselves, do not worry about

splitting hairs when the Government tosses overboard the demagogy about “ freedom from want ” for

the masses after the war. They have shamefully accepted the Government’s position. The ma jority
of the second' layer of the Labour leaders, under the pressure of mass discontent and disillusion-
have been compelled to oppose the Government om this issue and for the first time, the bulk
Thus we have the farcical situation where the Labour
t against the overwhelming |

ment,

of them voted against the Government.
Ministers supported by only two Labour M.P.s voie for the Governmen
majority of their Party group. ..

But the gesture of the Labour M.P.s
in voting against the Government re-
mains a. piece of repulsive hypocrisy
and a deception of the working class
if they continue to tolerate the Labour
in the Gov-
ornment. Yet the disgraceful position

] o

The ruling class is pan:iring meas
_ures. anternally. and externally, for an

exists where the Labour M.P.s agree
to allow the coalition to continue ‘on
the familiar path of capitulation and
surrender to the capitalists. It is re-
ported in the capitalist press that one
or more of the Labour Ministers has
threatened to resign from the Labour

i :f,:.
- 3 : | o -
is rapidly turning against the GOVeri

n‘u'lll-nl_ Hig |'~_il];lllL't‘, Nl'.'n'l},' .-||I| the

|

Party.

perience all over again.
making such
immediately

from the Labour movement.

IDESPREAD MOVEMENT AGAINST TORIES

1

It 18 to mder l|1i5 :;lr:l-:ly move to

' 4 . | .
wards the Left and towards Socialism

This is the MacDonald ex-

An_rpnﬂwu i
ultimatams must be |
denonuced and  driven

| |
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INVOLVING 250 MEN AT NEPTUNE E
TYNE SHOWS PROMISE OF BEING THE MOST DETERMINED DEFENCE OF TRADE
UNION RIGHTS SINCE THE OUTBREAK OF WAR. | |

Now entering ifs fourth week, the dispate arose over the right of the workers to organise

THE STRIKE

their shop on the bapis of 100 per cent. Trade Unionism,

STRI
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BY M. ORTON
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Faced with the refusal of the bosses to

take action against five nen-Unijonists employed in the shop, who had consistently resisted attempts
to recruit them ini the A.E.U., the workers were compelled to withdraw their labour in defence

of their trade unioj rights,

Boss Plans
for Home. Guard

When 'Liep.tz—{}enéhﬁ;a,] Sir Arthur
Smith, G.0.C, London District Home

Guard, blurtéé. ‘out. ko what uses” he

thought the Home Girzrd would be put .

after the war, there was a flutter in
Fleet Street and a sglieak by the daily
“democrats’’. Tt 18/ no wonder they
had to chide this hBlunderer, for like
Moore Brabazon, he put the boss ¢lass
on the spot. ‘

‘«Quite apart fre.L the responsibility
of the Home Ghlﬂ?ﬂuring the war,"’
he said, ‘I would remind you of the
great task members will have after-
wards, for when Armistic is signed,
human hature béing what it is, there
may well be an inclination for the dis-
cipline of the cvwatry, not to be as
steady as it shoull.”

In the mind ot this  reactionary,
Home Gudrds will he used as strike-
breakers and to attack the ‘working
class. Any maniféstation of industrial

. militaney or elags~ndependence will be

.classed as ‘“Yindiscipline’’ and this
Blimp, alongside his class brothers who
control the Homa Guard will use 1t as
a reactiomary anti=democratic army . . .

lif they can,

T That thf!hi}_,id&{ﬁ of (+.0.C. Smith
are widely held among the capitalists,

I' is demonstrated by the strike-breaking

actions to which sections of the H.G.
have been put on several occasions 1in
the past. e

Indeed, only @ short time after his
statement, the muanagement of a South
London® factory called in the Home

e

- Guard to eject a worker from the fac-

tory, who was a members of the A.K.U.

But these aspirations of the react-

ng of the ruling class are not
notived nneng the ;‘.’UI'I{U]‘H or
' o Tl ove Gnard,. Smith's
. I ﬁ?tt &;S:% E]‘Li{bﬂi‘fﬂ| ]nl
disCussion and consternation and the
goneral conelusions from these discus
ulose e Ao mend af ¢ha rank and file

The strike commenced in the Inside
Department on the morning of Janu-
ary 25th, and the following day was
extended to .the Outside Department,
which came out in support of the de-
mands of their fellow workers.

The Neptune Yard has heen a black
spot on the Tyneside over a period of
vears die to the lack of orgamisation
of the workers, and the management
are determined to maintain this pos-
ition at all costs, including .a complete
disregard of the interests of produe-
tion. It is worthy of note that whilst
the strikers are accused of sabotaging
the war effort, ete.., Mr. Wright, the
(teneral Manager who is Viece Chair-
man of the North Eastern Production
Board. is not concerned how many pro-
ductive days are lost, and is not pre-
pared to come to any agreement with

the wtriking men. [t is clear from
the statement made by Mr. Wright

on January 25th, to the effect that
workers -could remain on strike for as
long as they liked, since 1t was no
concern of his, that the onus of loss
of outpnt rests entirely on the should-
ers of the bosses and not the workers,
who are anxious to reach an agreement
and return to work.

During recent months increased

methods of regimentation have been
inflicted on the Neptune Yard workers,
and it is generally assumed that these
measures were in actual fact a test
case for the whole of the Tyneside.
From -this it is clear that a victory for
the engineering workers in this strug-
agle would establish a precedent for 100
per cent trade unionism, which would
vive an impetus for the organisation
of all the shipyards.

That the aim of the reactionary
Shipbuilding Employers’ Federation is
+o prevent this at all costs 18 shown by
the stubborn stand taken by the Nep-
tnne Management.

The importance of the strike for
L ] £ 'l W "
I'vneside workers is evident, On the
hasis ofa victory for the 250 CNEINeers,
a drive for 100, per cent trade union
ism throunghout the whole of the Tyne
side would ‘begin. The question of a

¢loged . shop and employment of non- '

uniomists s one which is vital to dhe
interests of the workers It thoereforo
boecomes the lllll_‘h' of trnde unton
tanta-tn randar avorv nsntntanoa ta the

The Tyneside D.C. of the A.E.U.
has unoffiiially supported the strike
and has levied its members to raise
financial assistance for the strikers,
In accordance, however, with the prac-
tice of the Labour and trade union
leadership, of shackling the workers in
the interests of British capitalism,
there has been no attempt to organise
support for the strike through official
union channels. Whiist exhorting the

workers to greater efforts in ‘the de-

fence of capitalist interests, the trade
unicn .bureaucrats cffer no assistance
for the simple preservation of ‘trade
union rights.

. The activities of “the Stalinists in
this struggle have. been less evident
than 'in the Tyneside = dispute of
Detobar. - The C.P. have no desire to
further antagonise the workers in the
district and bring about a. depletion

of their already dimimishing ranks. ‘Lo .

date, the “Daily Weorker'’ has confined
itself to a mere reporb of the dispute.
Faithful to their ]n:ﬁir;\* of ‘‘national
unity at all costs’’, the C.P. members
have been active in agitating for the
return to work of the strikers and in

sabotaging ecollections in  the work-
shops. In their leaflet issued under

the signature of the North Kast Dis-
trict Orangiser of the C.P.—MaeKwen,
they tackle the problem with extremeo
caittion. but call upen'the workers to
oo back to work and state: ‘‘Stoppages

of work in these circumstances are
assisting fascism and weakening trade
unionism’’!  The Strike Commitiee

have been forced in their own defence,

to warn the workers against such act-
ivity. The lesson of the Stdlinist he-

traval. however, was learned by Tyne-.

side workers in the strike of Octohe”
and the C.P. will find little supp .=
for their treachery.
strikers is high, and according to one
of their leaders, in the event of the
intervention by the Ministry of Labour
against the men, they are prepared 1f
necessary  to continue  their Htl‘ll;.{}_,"lt'r-
i, jail,

At the time of going'\to pross w dead-
lock has been reached; the firm re-
mains uncompromiging in its refusal
to sack the five nohsunionists, and the
950 strikeis foemalill
[l{"IIIZIIIII i.lli" il 1~]||~L1‘1[ H]IH“
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The spirit of the |

dutermined in Lheir.

IN 6 DAY STAY
DOWN STRIKE

BY TOM BURNS

Following the refusa! of the Eire
Government to accede to the demands

L
.

“of the miners at Castlecomer Colliery,

County Kilkenny, for a 4/- wage in-
crease, 200 miners staged a six days
“Stay Down’' strike. S |

A further demand of the miners was
the withdrawal of Order 166 which pre-
yents workers froni obtaining an in-
crease on_the basic rates prevailiné on
April 8th, 1942. The total number of
miners . in  Arigna  Colliery, County
Leitrim and Tubberella Colliery, Coun-
ty Sligo, struck work in sympathy on

the same day. :

The strike swiftly spread to the
three remaining coal pits in Eire, and
on January 27th, the miners at The
Swan, Athy, Rossmore Colliery, County
Carlow, and Wolfhill pit, Leix, came
out in solidarity.

Castlecomer miners receive the lowest
rates in the -country and the average
wage earned is a little over £2 per
week. Out of this meagre sum, the
workers nave o supply their own lights,
tools and explosives! :

So certain were the Castlecomer
miners of their just demands, that they
endured the horrors of living under-
oround for 6 whole days and nights.
Sick men implored their comrades: not
to take them to the surface. The older
miners were asked by their comrades
not to stay underground but they re-
fused. 60 year old James Delaney,
who is amongst the oldest members,
went down the pit despite the pleas of
(he miners. 18 miners are very ill,
two seriously. William Boyle, refused
to give in and was eventually brought
up on a stretcher to hospital. The
townspeople rallied to the aid of their
fellow workers and organised the send-
ing down of food, tea, cigarettes and
straw for the men to sleep on.

The capitalist government had the
ustualsupport of the press and the
iy “Irish Times” carried
. ating: ‘‘Miners Challenge

“nferring that the state
. © Yd step in and deal with
(he wave of strikes. As direct negoti-
ations hetween the trade umnions and
the employers on wage issues are now
forbidden hy law, the Government’s
Lreacherons “‘arbitration courts’’ are
being exposed for what they are—a
paper alternative. -

In a statement to the press, Mr. J.
Kelly, secretary of the Miners Branch,

Clpish Transport and General Workers

Union, showed this clearly:

S Aliners made  application for a
Whaze (Standard Rate) Order
October 31st, 1942, with the desire
Lo hring average earnings  to the
laval aof Walthill and Rassimmora (ol

Son -
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- yelt s have raised the I
“again of the real aims of the®™war.

Al WEARY LT L
rnment. Vet the disgraceful position

The ruling class is preparing meas-
ures, internally and externally, for an
offensive - against” the working class..

The speeches of Churchill and Roose-

At home the masses of the workers,
and the middle class also, are becom-
ing more and more critical -of the
situation in which they find them-
selves, The ruling class has utilised
the war for the purposc of enriching
themsclves at the expense of the stan-
dard of living of the people. 'All the
burdens of the war have been laid
on the shoulders of the miners,
soldicrs, engineers, housewives, small
shopkeeners, etc.,, while the million-
aire combines and banks have ruth-
lessly sccured an overwhelming grip
on the economy of Britain,
Under® these circumstances

the

restlessness and disgust of the workers

questfﬂn onge...

“Ulster

R RRARFA N AFA AR  AANLFLFLER AYRARRARYRATE PR WRaREE

- threatened to resign from the Labhour

EAD MOVEMENT AGAINST TOX

1s rapidly turning ng:aI-n:&t the (I-:wr:r#
ment -of Big Finance. Nearly all the
recent  by-elections show a tendency
in this direction. In West Belfast,
formerly a stronghold of backward
Tory reaction, the
Party
This is the first Labour M.P. to be
sent to Whitehall from Ulster. In the
Midlothian bye-election in Scotland,
the Tory candidate only managed to
scrape home by a few hundred votes
in what was regarded as a sate Tory
seat. The *“Times”, organ of Big
Business, reflects . the alarm of the
ruling class at the tendency through-
out the country, and Teluctantly com-
ments : “When every factor has been
deducted that may make a bye-election
an indecisive index of opinion, such a
result as that which the Midlothian
clectors have lately registered is still
something of a portent.”

L

Gandhi s Fast Mirrors

Mass Starvation . ooum::

Gandhi’s hunger strike against his
continued detention by the British Raj
has created a crisis. The tone of the
press implies that he may die, and
portrays - the extreme mnervousness of
the British ruling class at the situation
which will arise .in such an eventu-
ality.

And it is no wonder that the capital-
ists are nervous. - For whilst they give
plenty of publicity in the press to
demonstrate the kid-glove policy with
which they handle Gandhi and his
friends, they clamp down an  iron
censorship on how they handle the
rank and file of Congress and the
Indian masses with shot and lash.

In India the British are sitting on
a powder barrel which may go off at
any moment and the death of Gandhi
may he the action which would set 1t
alight. On August 8th, last year,
60,000 leaders or potential leaders of
Congress were arrested 'and interned.

According to <‘Hansard’’, Mr. Am-
ery, in answering a question from Mr.

Sorenson, Labour M.P., stated that
between August 9th and November

30th, 1942, 1,028 people were killed in
‘‘disturbances’’, 3,215 were more or
less seriously wounded and 958 were
flogged. [PParliamentary questions also
brought out the fact: that, since Aug.
the police have fired upon demonsira-
tors no fewer than 538 times; in other
words: that a veritable civil war, or
civil massacre is taking place. But
the massacre of the population and the
brutal floggings which are identical to
the Nazi attacks on the Kutfopean
population and the Jews, are only a

reflection of the even greater oppres-

sion of the Indian masses , through
British contyol of the economic hife of
the countr .,

to the

From one end of the countr
other, masses of Indian workers and

erty and disease, today on account of

Normally suttering terribly from pov-
peasants arc faced with starvation.

- on

the bankrupt policy of the imperialists,
famine is ravishing the land. And
nothing is done to relieve the situ-
ation. * In spite of the fact that.con-
ditions have been deteriorating in the
last year, the export of foodstuffs has
continucd.

The situation is so serious that it
has led to widespread hunger riots in
several parts of the country.

At Narik, in the Bombay Province

Sunday, 7th* January, military
assistance had to be obtained to con-
trol large crowds who had stormed the
grain shops. Fifty arrests, including
those of a number of starving women,
were made. The police and the mili-
tary arc empowered to shoot without
warning and curfew has been.imposed
in many parts of the country.

The British press 1s spreading the
report that the situation is temporary
and that nothing need be done. It
has been pointed out that the loss of

'im[_}{_lrlﬁd rice from Burma 1is partly

responsible for the famine and the
position will be eassd soon. DBut the
Burmese imports accounted for only
a small percentage of the total food
supplies of the coustry. Again, it is
pointed out by the representatives of
imperialism that the provincial govern-
ments are responsitle for the agricul-
tural and food supply and that the
Central Government and the Viceroy
are in no way responsible for the situ-
ation. But the fact is that on the
outbreak of the war, the Vic_fmy took
over sweeping: powers and is a virtual
dictator. This is simply an alibi to

Continued on Back page,

Labour -
has won a 'resmlnding yictory.:

from the Labour movement., = |

P

3y ‘move  to-
wards the Left and towards Socialism,
that compelled the Government to
attempt ‘to by-pass this opposition by

announcing the ‘Beveridge Scheme as

It 1s to mdet this :ilct:.ul')lf mo

a great scheme for Social Reconstruc-
tion. * Despite warnings and cfforts to
avoid it by all the means in their power,
the Government had to follow in the
I'uuls[tps ol L]u-}f[l (secorge. Hiﬁ “Land
fit for heroes” has once- again been
pu”rd out of the drawer of capitaiist
promises and dusted over, his dema-
gogy furnished with a new gilding,
entitled “Freedom from 'want for all.
Social Security”, etc.

But immediately Bevin introduced |

the Catering Bill—meagre and inade-
quate as it was—to alleviate the
horrible sweated conditions in this
nightmare industry, the Tories showed
their teeth. A substantial number of
Tories voted against the Government.
“National Unity” was contemptuously
thrown aside even when a modest pro-
posal such as this was placed before
them. Their class interests and their
right to exploit the workers as much

Continued on Back page.

2 i '-'Q&_m !-Qu rdl.
+.uh L _"’q!‘_“lfﬁ & o .- :.‘;f:.‘. e A " ..._.

description.

worker trom the e
tory, who a mombors of the A KU,

But tﬁm?'ﬁﬁﬂl'ulimm of the react-
ionery wing of the ruling clags are not

1 } i pmong the workers or
Smith’s
: i al ot
disfussion and consternation and the
general conclusions from these discus-
sions on ihe part of the rank and file
are very different from those of the
3.0.C. The question of the use of

the Home Guard to eject a worker

from the plant was raised on the S.
London D.C. of the A.F.U. and the
workers protesttd in no uncertain
terms at the H.G. being used as a
private army against them.

Workers who joined or were con-
seripted into the Home Guard on the
plea of fighting fascism, do not intend
to allow themselves to be used as an
anti-democratic and pro-fascist force.

The hbest puarantee against the
Home Guard being used to impose
Smith’s conception of ‘‘discipline’’ on
the working class-is for the officers to
be under the control of the workers.
It is not possible to trust officers with
Smith's reactionaty class outlook,
Only officer# elected by the ranks
could bhe trusted to he genuine demo-

crats and to fight against reaction.

The Red Guard which was set up by
the workers of Russia under Lenin and
Trotsky was an armed force of this
It was a workers’ militia,
a workers’ Home Guard, organised and
led by the workers, whose officers were
not hand-picked for their loyalty to
capitalist reaction but elected by the
workers for their loyalty to the work-
ing class: that is the kind of force that
we need in Britain, a force that will
organise working class discipline.

s

PITY THE POOR RICH !

Lord Fitzwilliam, aged 70, died at his house at Wemworth-Woodhouse near

Rotherham, on February 15th.

This coal millionaire, whose house stood in the miﬂﬁ"iﬁ"p’ftﬁle Yorkshire
coalfields from which he drew thousands of pounds in royalties @s the owner
of the land, lived and died in what was described as the largest private residence

in Britain. It had 365 rooms.

One for every day of the year!

A\t one time

ouests arriving at the house, were given a small packet of wafers—no, not to
eat—but to drop as they went to their rooms, so that they could find their

way back again.

365 rooms! This is the kind of residegce that the coal kings live and die in.
They do no work but they eat, sleep and are housed on a s__inlilar scale; all on
the sweat and blood of thousands of men who go down to dig coal. \And while
a coal king possesses a house with 365 rooms, hundreds of miners whose blood
went to build up the Fitzwilliam fortune are without even a decent room to

live in after 40 and 50 years in the pit.

Here are some clippings from the
press over the past few years which
relate to this gentleman:

“Wentwarth Woodhouse, where Lord
Kitzwilliam is entertaining for the St.
Leger. 1s one of the largest country
secals in the Kingdom, and has the
reputation of possessing more windows
than any other private residence in the
land.

The great mansion has bheen built
and rebuilt and added to at wvarions

periods, and the oldest wing, now de- -

voted to the servants quarters, goes
for some reason by the name of Bed-
lam.

There is a story of a former owner
coing exploring one day in Bedlam

- entirely, losing himself, and being

piloted back to more familiar regions
by a servant lad whom he had never
seen hefore and who had never seen
him."

“Daily Mail’’, 5th Sept., 1927.

Fitzwilliam® owns rich col-
leries. He is reputed to be a million-
aire. Wentworth is the largest house
in England. It has a thousand win-
dows on the front alone. He also owns
houses in London and Ireland.”

“Daily Express”, 11th Sept.

“His income was estimated . . . at

about a thousand pounds a day, and
his fortuné at about £5,000,000."

“Fyvening Standard”, 15th Feb., 1943,

“Lord

Fitzwilliam has died but his heirs will go on exploiting the miners and

living in the same luxury on the backs of the miners.

He is only one of a class.

There are others—all of them live on a similar scale as Fitzwilliam.
What wonderful resthouses these coalowners homes would make with their

spacious rooms and s_plendid gardens.
could feel in surroundings like these!

How contented aged and sick miners
A man could only monopolise a house of

365 rooms in a reactionary society in which one class filched frow: the workers

the best portiont of their product.

Under socialism it is the men who dig the

coal who will live in these houses which will be owned in common and used for

the benefit of the people.

e PEEL PR W Vs LEL e MELVIYY
R § i
Pyneside workers s evident,  On the
basis of o viectory for the 260 engineers,
n drive for 100, per cent trade union.
st Lhroughout the whole of the Tyne
sidde would “begin,  The question of a

dosed . shop apd employment of non- °
iniomists 8 one which is vital to the |

interests of the workers.. It therefore
becomes the duty of trade union mili-
tants to render every assistance to the
strikers, Failure to do this will give
the hosses a free hand, and force the
workers to capitulate through lack of
support.

. We learn that already substantial
financial support nas been received not

“only from Tyneside and other ship-

building and engineering centres, but
also from the organised Tailors and
Garment Workers and other such non-
engineering organisations on the Tyne
and other parts of the country. With
the perspective of several weeks of
hard struggle, more financial assistance
will be needed if the strike 1s to he
carried through to a victorioos con-
clusion,

(S0} B |

noeconsnry Lo
m il

AL the time of going' to press i dead-
lock has been reached:; the firm re-
maing uncompromiging: in its refusal
to sack the five noh-mpionists. and the

250, stwikeirs remaiide sorihidd in Theie

demand for a closed shop.

The Strike C'ommittee has expressed
its desire not to 1mpede production
unnecessarily, but should the Mimistry
of Labour intervene on the side ot the
firm, the workers helieve that the ex-
tension of the strike would be a simple
measure of self defence. The strikers
can expect no measure of support from
the Ministry of TLabour or the Trade
Union bureaucrats. The struggle can

| be won only by the solidarity of the

workers and’ their
working class action,

For the whole of Tyneside the future
of trade union organisation hangs in
the balance., Meanwhile the strikers
face the fourth week of enforced idle-
ness—solid, and confident of their ulti=-
mate victory. :

own independent

continue Their srugie

i

refused.strike pay.

harry  exXposed Tor wWhat they are-a
paper altarnntive, o Mt

In a statement to the press, Mr, J,
Kelly, socratary of the Miners Branch,

CApish Transport and General Workers

Union, showed this clearly:
. “Miners made application

Wiage (Standard Rate)

October 31st, 1942, with the desire

to bring average earnings to the

level of Wolfhill and Rossmore Col-
lieries. There had been a difference
of approximately 4/- per shift in
average between the collieries.
This application was ignored al-
though the Ministries had received
ampie time to consider it before
strike notice was given.” | :

All the pits but Castlecomer return-
ing to work on February 7th.

The strikes did not receive the offi--
cial support of the hureauecratic leader-
ship of the Irish Transport and Gen-
eral Workers Union and -miners were

for a

[T

Full support to these courageous
miners in their struggle for a livine
wage. e

RED ARMY BORN

OF REVOLUTION

When the British Press is sufficiently determined it can perform feats of mis-representation

that at first sight would seem to be wildly impossible.

In the past it has distorted every aspect,

every manifestation and every theory of the working class struggle. But the way it has dealt with

the 25th Anniversary of the Red Army, it has reached to new depths of wvulgar hypoerisy and

distortion.

IN ALL THE LONG TONGUE-
IN-CHEEK EDITORIALS “AND
HALLELUJAH * ARTICLES THE
NEWSPAPER KNIGHTS HAVE
NOT PERMITTED A ‘SINGLE
MENTION OF THE NAME OF
THE FOUNDER AND GREAT-
EST . LEADER . OF ~THE 8ED
ARMY TO APPEAR, TO PRE-
SENT THE RED 'ARMY WITH-
OUT TROTSKY GOES FAR BE-
ROND' THE PREVIOUS CILASSI-
CAL EXAMPLE OF DISTORTION
—PRESENTING HAMLET WITH-
OUT "THE BERINCE. . BUT “THIS
IS PRECISELY WHAT THE BRIT-
ISH PRESS HAS SUCCEEDED IN
DOING, AND WITHOUT 8O
MUCH AS TURNING A HAIR.

[f it were only a matter of suppress-
ing mention of the role of an individ-
ual, that would in itself be a matter
of little importance. But what they
are really glossing over is the true
character of the Red Army, the con-
ditions under- which it was founded,

‘the new faundation on which it was|

built, the politics that inspired it; in
other words, the fact that it was
founded and_built as @ revolutionary
army. And so closcly connected is
the name of Trotsky with all that was

*truly revolutionary in the formation of

the Red Army that they dare not even
mention it for fear of giving their own
game away.

[n re-writing this vitally important
part of history, the Beaverbrooks and

C R gl f FE

o the ground,

Rothermeres are playing Stalin’s gamf:.
But not merely to plcasc Stalin. For

this new, castrated story of the Red

Army suits the Britsh capitalists down

rr———

.......

harmless than a Purely national army
fighting. anly ' for the, “Meotherland”
and to ‘expel the German invaders's

LEGN TROTSKY
ORGANISER OF RED ARMY—
1918-1925
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What, on the other hand, could be
more dangerous than an army based
on a proletarian revolution which was
not national but was seen as lfart of
a great international, world revolution?

It was the profoundly international-
ist character of the Red Afmy and its
struggle that struck -terfor into the
heart of world capitalism during the
first few , years of the Red Army’s
life. And Trotsky’s voice and leader-
ship, giving unmistakeably * clear ex-
pression to what was truly revolution-
ary and internationalist in the Red
Army, became the particular object of
capitalist hate and fear. e
. The very decrees which formally
brought the Red Army into being sent
shivers of apprehension through the
ranks of the privileged in every coun-
try. The decrees of January 2nd, 1918
stated : | |

““The old army functioned as an
instrument for the oppréssion of the
workers and the exploited classes.
With the transfer of state authority
to the workers and the exploited
classes there arises a need for a new
army to serve as a bulwark for the
Soviet regime . . , and as a basis for
the socialist revolution in Europe.''

This decree was based on the re-
port submitted by Trotsky. Later,
addressing the First World Congress
of the Comintern, Trotsky stressed the
internationalist role of the Red Army =

““1 can assure you that the worker~
communists who comprise the core

‘of this army feel they are not only
the guard of the Russian Socialist

| ~ Continued on Back page,
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PARKHEAD FORGE

'WORKERS ANGRY

Transfers the Cause

The workers in Parkhead Fdrge have
once more been attacked under the
E.W.0. A number of men have. re-
ceived instructions from- the Man
Power Board to go to work in factories
as far apart ag Dundee and Bristol.
In every instance the transfer means

a reduction in wages of approx. £i':£3. 1

The Shop Stewards spurred forward

to do something by the workers have

spent hours discussing this position.
As a result of their deliberations, a
deputation repreenting three K of the
four factories in @whe combine was sent
to London tv interview Bevin but with-
out success, The “only ‘people inter-
viewed tHere were Kirkwood, Gallacher,
Maxton #kd through the latter, Tom-
linson, Secretary to Bevin, Bevin him-
self refused to meet the deputation.
Tomlinson promised to raise the whole
position with Bevin, and after present-
Ing a statement outlining the chaos
and hardships caused through the
transfer of labour, the deputation re-
turned home having accomplished ex-
actly nothing. Tn the meantime the
situation had come to 'a head in Park-
head Forge. One man who stood to
lose £3 per week by his -proposed
transfer had' already had his appeal
dismissed by the hardship tribunal and
on refusing to accept the transfer had
been dismissed., He is at present idle
yand is being paid his average wage by

— s —— oy . —

the workers in his department. The
Shop Stewards Committee met to hear
the report back’from the deputation,
and after hours of heated argument
and discussion it was finally carried to
ask the A.E.U. to give the Government
Departments concerned 21 days notice
of strike action, unless the proposed
transfers were withdrawn and an im-
mediate inquiry made into the whole
question of transfers. This motion was
carried by a majority of 10, against a
Stalinist amendment to make a further
appeal to the Ministry of Labour and
the Man Power Board. It was also
.agreed to hold a mass meeting of the
men to put the position before them.,

This mass meeting was held at 6
a.m., about 1,000 workers attending.
It was very badly handled, but it was
nevertheless very clear that the work-
ers realised the gravity of the situation
and were in a real fighting mood. The
outcome of the meeting was a decision
by a large majority to declare a stop-
page for 24 hours and send a deput-
ation of Shop Stewards and workers to
mterview the Conciliation Officer, and
tell him that the workers demanded
the withdrawal of all transfer notices.
The deputation will report back and
failing some immediate results, it is
odds on that a stoppage will take place
involving most of the Engineering
workers on Clydeside. The Stalinists
have moved heaven and hell and used
every hackneyed argument to avoid a
showdown but without much sueccess.

U.S. ““MILITANT "
BANNED FROM MAILS

We learn from America that the
““‘democratic’’ Roosevelt government is
pontinuing its atiack on the Trotsky-
Ists in the U.S.A.

Four issues ol the ““Militant’’ - the

weekly paper of our brother party, the

socialist Workers Party of America,
lave been seized by the Post Office and
lestroyed without warning or explan-
ition.  Four other <issues shave been

ield up in the post and only released

fter great delay and it is not known
vhat has happened to the ninth.

At the same time, detectives from
he F.B.I. "have' called at the Party’s
flices in New York to inquire whether
he leading members of the party Lad
nything to do with a train wreck

rhich teok place more than 18 months .

go—this because in the train preced-
1z or following the one wrecked,
ngineers and officials of the Soviet
‘nion® were travelling!

Our American comrades have ad-
ressod an Open Letter to the U.S.
Ltornoy  General pointing out  the
i bastic mature of the auestioning and

This attack on the “Militant’’ is the
sequel to savage attacks on the rights
and standards of the American working
class. Big business has heen piling up
collossal profits at the expense of the
masses. So unrestrained is the grab
by sthe ugper strata that Congress has

| Just passed a Bill abolishing the limits

mmposed on salaries that can be earned
by business executives; etc.. Rven
thongh this was a purely nominal re-
striction and did not work out ‘in
practice. Meanwhile, wages are frozen
and prices are rising. At the same
time Congress is breathing fire and
thunder if the workers should dare
“unpatriotically’® to strike,

Our comrades have striven to defend
the rights of the Ameriean workers
and are fighting for the independence
of the Labour movement from capital~
1sm, exposing in a forthricht manner
the unbridled appetite of the Wall
Street bankers for world domination.

It is this which has resulted in the
persecution of our American comrades.
Just as the reactionary eclements in
Britain strove to suppress the ‘‘Socials,
18t . Appeal’’ for voicing the interests

-
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The pressure of class exploitation
which arises from the speed-up cam-

paign of the bhosses, finds 1ts most

vivid expression among the miners in
the present The series of
strikes in Yorkshire, culminating in
the Cortonwood dispute which lasted
more than a month and was the most
bitter strike struggle since the out-

period.

break of the war, has resulted in a
growing opposition among the rank and
file miners in Yorkshire and a tendency
to throw up a new fighting leadership
as opposed to the Hall gang with its
disposition to sell-out. '

In Durham the miners have thrown
up a rank and file leadership centred
m the Ryhope and Dawdon lodges who
are demanding from Lawther and Co.
that they fight for the original .pro-
gramme of the miners of nationalis-
ation and workers’ control,

This tendency is also being reflected
in douth Wales coalfields where several

spontaneous attempts have been made |

to oust the local Stalinists who domin-
ate the: union, and .have only been
defeated by the strength of the Party
machine which blankets the opposition.
. But it is in the Scottish district the
struggle has reached. its highest phase.
At the January Council meeting of the
Lanarkshire Miners Union, the follow-
ing resolution was discussed.:

‘““This meeting of members of
Branch 76 of Lanarkshire Mine
Workers’ Union, having heard the

report of the delegate to the GConfer- -

ence of Mining Representatives in
London, on Saturday, 31st October,
Is of the opinion that the Conference
- ¢an have served no useful purpose
insofar as increasing production is
concerned, and condemns the
speeches delivered at the Conference
in that they tend to place the re-
sponsibility for the coal shortage on
the shoulders of the miners. \

It calls upon the M.F.G.B. to
immediately end the suicidal policy

BAD VENTILLATION
LEADS TO AGTION

—S. LONDON.

The effectiveness of direct action by
the workers as a means of solving their
problems was amply illustrated by the
actions of the men employed in the
Blast Shop at the E.N.V. workers in
London. These workers, as a result
of the persistent refusal of the man-
agement to accede to the mens de-
mands for better ventilation: smashed

 MINERS
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LANARKSHIRE GIVES

of class collaboration now being prac-
“tised, and.-o launch an immediate
nation-wide campaign with a view to
making it clear to the public that the
government and the owners are sole-
ly responsible for the coal shortage,
i=g that the coal industry
lliately be taken under
common owhkership without payment
of compensation, and placed under
the control and direction of the
workers employed therein as the only
solution to tké problems confronting
the industry-.' '

This resolutice-.which was moved by
Clark, the delegFie of Kingshill No. 2
and seconded W' McNulty, the dele-
gate of Castlehill, was defeated by only
one vote, the final vote being 21 to 20
against the resglution. When it is
understood that{ the resolution was
hotly contested by Pearson and Waugh,
the leading Stalfvists in the L.M.U.
who dominate thd.nnion and who have
handled the ‘Council almost any way
they wished 'in the last few years, it

N r ¥

CLYDE WORKERS
COMMITTEE

Socialist Appeal,
Dear Comrade,

Glasgow,
10.2.43.
Asg the result of e finidg of 90 men
£10 or 30 days each for striking in
defence .of victimised -workers, the
Works Committee called a meeting of
SHop Stewards and Works Delegates
on Sunday, 7th February, to appeal.for
financial support for_these men.

17 factories were represefted and a
zood discussion took place. The dele-

_gate of the men concerned said that

there was a strong possibility of the
men refusing to pay the fines if they
coiild be sure 'of support from the
other workers in th&™area., A further
meeting was called for Sunday, Feb-
ruary ldth, to "hear reports from the
other workshops. "

Many opinions have been expressed
among the workers that an organis-
ation, similar to the Clyde Workers
Committee can be built from this situ-

ation to fight this and other persecu-

tions of workers. The general feeling
throughout the area is a desire to fight,
but meantime a clear lead@and directive
1s lacking. Tt is up to us to give it.

J.

- sored by Lord Trapain and

olin
SHIPRANK AND FILE LEAD

is possible to understand the full signi-
ficance of this vote. -

The high level of political conscious-
ness is shown by the clear un-
ambiguous character of this resolution
and its large support, but ‘it' is
emphasised by the split in the
Stalinist faction itself, and. the strug-
gle against Pearson which has been
undertaken by McKendrick who ' was
undoubtedly the oqutstanding member
of the Communist Party in Lanark-
shire among the miners for many years.
On several occasions he has opposed

the “‘production’’ policies of the C.P.

When the Stalinists moved that the
usual 3 day New Years' holiday in 1941
be reduced to one, McKendrick moved
an amendment that a three day holiday
was in order and was necessary. Again,
he epposed the C.P. policy and. nominee
for the ‘“Coal Board of Scotland’’ spon-
propa-
gandised by the Stalinists. He also
opposed the nominee of the C.P. for
President of the Scottish Miners Union,
and on numerous other oeccasions he

has demonstrated his hreak with
Stalinism. = . . -
The. full effects of this movement

are not yet felt’ because of its spon-
taneous character. Also by the fact
that the burefiucrats, who control the
union machine, are organised and
centralised in opposition to movements
of this description. But already a
group of Lanarkshire miners are at-
tempting to unify the rank and file
movement in Scotland. Their lead
must be followed in every coal field.
issident, militant pits and branches
of the union must be linked together
on a county basis and centralised into
a mational rank and file movement,
which alone would be capable of con-
ducting a genuine struggle for a mili-

tant miners’ programme and for the .

ousting of the fakers who are now in
control of the union.

This movement will be difficult to
organise and will deniand the full at-
tention of honest and enthusiastic
miners, but it is the only guarantee
for victory against the set-up at the
top; against those leaders who live
well themgelves and don’t give a damn
how the miners live or are exploited,
and who eollaborate with the coalown-
ers and their government to undermine
the hard-won conditions of working
miners. . i

The programme of this rank and file
movement must be based on the ideas
advooated by the ‘““Socialist Appeal’’.
Demand the nationalisation of the
mines without compensation to the

“owners and the operation of the mines

under the control’ of the miners and
technicians; -

For the ending of life jobs in.the
miners unions and the election of all
officials to the highest paid posts every
two years.

—
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- Apathy in |

had a fine record of trade union act- | have one’'s own opinion or digsagree with
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Correspondence

VICTIMISED BY
N.S.P. EXECUTIVE

To Socialist Appeal,
Dear Comrade, '

The case of Brother Jock Milligan

exposes the official ‘element in control:

of the Nationa] Society of Painters.
They suppress militant members, with-
out -whom the movement would be un-
able tp bind the employers to observe
agreements and prevent the conditions
of Labour being transgressed.

LHG has been 'd ‘'member of the Nat-

ional Society of | Painters for the last
nine years and during that period has

|- why they should not vote for Ehe in-
canguration of “‘a full time E.C.’

Several other members had visited
branches and done likewise but no
action was taken so far as they were
concerned. On the other hand the
General Council,' the Executive Coun-
cil, and London District: Committee
members visited Branches all gver the
country trying to persnade the mem-
bers to vote for a full time Executive
Council. Two of their members were
present at the Branch meectings when
the voting on this question took place,
and made speeches explaining why the
members should give the E.C. a nice

comfortable job and a nice fat salary.

Maybe they will acense themselves of
disruptive tactics and placesa ban on
themselves alsp; or does it mean that
democracy and\freedom to express ¢ne’s
‘thoughts s pefmitted so lon & ’]J_H-i"
one says 1s agreed to by the okicial
element? In other words one cannob

MARCH, 1943, '

THE RIFT WIDENS
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ho lending mombers of the party had and are fighting for the independence

inything to do with a train wreck

which took place more than 18 months .

wo—rthis because in the train preced-
one wrecked,

ng or following the |
mgineers and officials of the Soviet
Viton: were travelling!

Our American comrades have ad-

Jressed an QOpen Letter to the U.S.
Attorney General pointing out the
Fantastic nature of the questioning and
branding it as a possible preparation
For a frame-up.

Tt was only after enquiries had been

made, that ' it was revealed that the
paper had heen barred from the post
and even then the postal authorities
refused to give any explanation of why
they had exercised their arbitrary and
lictatorial suppression. .

of the Labour movement from capital-
1sm, exposing in a forthright manner
the unbridled appetite of the Wall
Street bankers for world domination.

It is this which has resulted in the

. persecution of our American comrades.
Just as the reactionary elements in-

Britain strove to suppress the ‘‘Social-
ist - Appeal’ for voicing the interests

of the workers, and as they imprisoned

and attempted to have our Irish com-
rades interned,

Large numbers of unions and other
working class. organisations, and even
sections of the Liberal press in Amer-
ica have protested against this attack
on the elementary democratic rights of
the working class. =5 -

“War Hero” gets

Raw

The cyunical attitude of the employ-
ers to the “‘heroes’’ of the last war has
been broight into the limehight by the
dismissal of a worker from a factory
in South London:

The worker in question has a record
of 24 vears service in the firm. In the
last war he was severely wounded 1in
the leg hut continued his work as soon
a8, he was fit and discharged. from the
army. In this war he has lost a son
in uniform: the workers at the factory
having clubbed together to bring.his
sonn’s body home for burial.:

In the past 12 or 18 months, his war

wound had affected his leg and 1t had -

to he aniputated.

When he was fit to return to work
at the beginning of this year and ap-
plied to the firm, he was handed his
cards.  No explanation was given him
despite his lifetime of service to the
irm! On two occasions he called to
see  the management but after being
kept for an hour in the waiting room,
he was not granted an interview,

Later, he received a letter from the

management confirming the fact that |

e had been sacked and informing him
bhat he should find no difficulty in ob-
taining: another job in the present
period !

This disgraceful attempt to ditch any
inancial or moral responsgibility to a
worker who had given the best years
of his life to the firm and who was
1ow physically in-a different ecategory,
yut capable of work, only came to light
oy accident. Tt was disclosed as the
esult of a letter written to a personal
riend in the plant who raised the ques-
wn with the shop stewards. In this
etter recording the facts of his vietim-
sation, the worker commented that he
10ped the wonnded lads in this war
vould be better treated than he and
hose of the last war had been.

Thousands of ‘“‘heroes’ “of 1914-18
lave been cynically cast onto the
crap-heap and already in the course
f this war hundreds have suffered the
ame treatment. The capitalists em-
loy workers because they make prafit
ut of their labour not because they
rant to see the workerg well-fed or
oused, or hecanse they have any
hilanthropic  attitude towards the
rorking people.  They recognise no

-

Deal

material or moral obligations to the
working class. The action of the man-
agement at this plant .is a elassical
example of capitalist “morality’’. . The
hopes entertained by the victimised
worker that the ‘‘héroes’ of this war
will be treated differently will undoubt-
edly be shattered. If the capitalists
cannot face up to their obligations in
the present favourable situation when

~every available worker is being pressed

into industry and when profits are at
the highest levels since 1929, how will
they do so when a slump scts in and
profits start to drop after the war?

The shop stewards at the-.plant are
to be congratulated for bringing this
affair into the light of day. They are
demanding that the .management ro-
cognise their responsibility to this
worker. '
gquestion there: for this will continue
as long as the capitalists continue to
rule and control the tools of production
and the state machine. ‘

Jip.

But they must not leave the .

-
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The effectiveness of direct action by
the workers as a means of solving their
problems was amply illustrated by the
actions of the men employed in the
Blast Shop at the E.N.V.
London. These workers, as a result
of the persistent refusal of the man-
agement to accede to the mens de-

mands for better ventilation, smashed

the windows, broke open a fire-escape
door, and in the words of one worker,
“waged a miniature civil war’’ in the
shop. - 2o

The Blast Shop was built so that
jobs vital to the war effort could be
completed during the Blitz. For this
purpose orin sheets, 1 inech thick, had
been placed in front of some windows,
and others had been bricked up, thus
effectively blocking up any V{’}lltiia.ti{]_]].
To aggravate this, there 1s a continual
flow of hot air from the hardening
shop. Coupled with the vile smoke
that erupts from the gear-cutting
machines in the Blast Shop, it produces
an atmosphere akin to a furnace room.

For some months past the men have
heen complaining, - The shop steward
has interviewed the management again
and again and finally a ventilation
plant was installed. This was so in-
adequate however, that it did little to
rectify thé conditions, It is not sur-
prising therefore, that the men have
got into the habit of walking out
through the fire-cscape door into the
street for a - breath of fresh air.

The setter in charge of the machines,
fed up with constantly telling the men
to stay at their machines, informed the
foreman, a Mr. Bew. Mr. Bew told
the management who immediately
closed and locked the door. The men

asked the shop steward to see the man- .

agement, but he refused adding that
any action taken by them would be
backed np to the hilt by him. This
resulting in the ‘‘miniature civil war’’
described above,

When told of the occurrence, the
foreman threatened to sack the two
leading spirits, but after the shop

steward had stated that he would have
to prosecute the men and that state-
ments may be made in court which
would seriously discredit the manage-
ment, bhe apologised and let the whole
matter drop! '

---------------

-----------
--------------------------------------------------------------

Speﬂ,kers .—

JOCK HASTON,

TED GRANT, E

‘Wombwell Miners Meeting
REFORM CLUB, :

MONDAY, 8th MARCH, 1943’
at 6.30 p.m.

The Lessons of Cortonwood |
BREAK WITH THE BOSSES |
LABOUR TO POWER ! |

ditor Socialist Appeal.

WALT BUNTING in the Chair.
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Wombwell Local, Workers’ International League.

MR TR T W W W W WO SR W W

workers in

Bristol Bye-Election

BY ALAN CHRISTIANSON

The central hy-election was remark-
able for the universal apathy of the
electorate and was chiefly character-
ised by the colourful and skilfully
demagogic propaganda of Jennie Lee
and the reuutiunﬂr}r_prﬂ;rl’uryism of the

Communist Party. ' \

An important outcome of the election
was the split which was forced on the
Labour Party by the ¢entral office bur-
caucrats - who hiLl*pEl’_ldEd 7 councillors

from the party as well as other well |

known local I1.P. niembers for their
open support of Jennie Lee.

The main contest centred on Lady
Apsley and Jennie Lee. The former
had the backing uf#ﬁ the combined re-
action and the latter the support of
the dissidents in the Labour Party and
a  “brilliant’’ platform of Common
Wealth and Beaverbrook stars.

In. her propaganda Jennie Lee made
some telling points against the Tories,
particularly by queting the following
oxtract from a letter sent by TLady
Apsley to the “Times’’ on April 8th
after she had made a wisit to Hitler
Germany: |

‘Do we not tnake tragic mistakes

‘in judging other nations by our own

standards and outlooks? BECAUSE

THE MAJORITY OF UNEMPLOY~-

ED MEN AND WOMEN PREFER

TO DRAW THE DOLE AND DO

'NOTHING UNTIL PAID WORK I8

AVAILABLE,IS THAT A REASON

WHY WE . SHOULD NOT COM-

PREHEND THAT YOUNG GER-

MANS WOULD ACTUALLY PRE-

FER HARD PHYSICAL WORK IN

DRAINING SWAMPS FOR 2id. A
A LABOUR CAMP,

DAY _IN
RATHER THAN DO NOTHING?

This. trait is older than Nazidom
but in addition Hitier has made
spartan simplicity a fashionable vir-
tue today that makes light of neces-
sity, - | pray that we are not too
soft to meet the challenge. Unfor-
tunately the untravelled Nazis think

we are.” 4

This broadside was bound up with an
all-round attack which correctly ex-
posed the plans of the Tories for a
reactionary post-war Britain, but in-
stead of finishing with a bold appeal
to the workers to break the coalition

e

and put Labour in power, it concluded
with the lanre and miserable 1dea that

| a few Jennie Lee’s in parliament would

solve the workers’ problems.

But her earicature of a ‘““left’’ labour
policy was exposed when she turned
and venomously attacked John McNair
from a chauvinist point of view; In
her manifesto headed, ‘‘Alderman
Hennessey and his Labour Colleagues
Calling All Yoters in Central Bristol’’,
which was aimed basically against John
McNair, she said:

“John McNair's attitude was, and
still is if he speaks plainly, that if
of military age he would prefer to
go to gaol rather than join the
army.”’ '

No party in Britain 1s more critical
of the attitude of conscientious objec-
tion on the part of the [.L.P. than
W.I:L., but we reject the foul chau-
vinistic and ‘reactionary imputations of
Jennie Lee’s propaganda: . “McNair
Won't Fight Hitler”’. The correct
criticisms that Jennie l.ee makes of
I.L.P. policy at Munich were not used
to make a socialist criticism of the
I.I.P. and present a revolutionary
alternative, but to support her ‘‘left’’
jingo and reactionary capitalist pelicy.
Whatever criticisms we have of Me-
Nair's policy and methods at the elec-
tion, he was the only genuinely inde-
pendent workers candidate. We stand
solidly -with McNair and the I.L.P.
against Jennie T.ee and her middle
class fellow travellers.

The split which Transport House
forced upon the Bristol Labour Party
should be a warning to the rank and
file of the Party. It is an indication
of what  lengths the Labour bureau-
crats will go to keep the Labour Party
in the straight-jacket of the coalition.
The left wing of the Labour Party,
who are opposed to the continuation
of the coalition and are seeking an
alternative poliey, are attracted to the
middle class demagogues organised in
Common Wealth. They become prey
for unprincipled adventurers and
careerists such as Jennie Lee. |

This process has great dangers for
the Labour movement. The middle
class have no independent programme.
"Only the working class is capable of
producing an independent programme
for the overthrow of the capitalists

and the establishment of a socialist.

At this stage the middle class
But

system. A D
are drawn towards the workers.

instead of leading the Common Wealth

Ssupporters under the banner of Labour
for-a break with the capitalists, the
left wing of the Labour movement are
tailing behind the Common Wealth
who can easily go over to reaction to-
MOrTow.

To end this dangerous situation; to
draw the disillusioned middle class be-
hind the workers: It is necessary for
the left wing to condtict a decisive
struggle inside the L.P. and T.U.’s
to Break the Coalition and Place Lab-
our in Power. This is the Lesson of
Bristol. )

| out whom the movement would be un-

able tp bind the employers to observe
agreements and prevent the conditions

| of Labour being transgressed.

L}Tn has been'd ‘member of the Nab-
iohal Society of \Painters for the last
nine years and during thut period has
had a fine record of trade union act-
ivity.

It was the painters strike on the
Camberwell Borough Council in March
1935 over the presence of non-unjon
labour in which he was conspicuous as
one of the leaders, that compelled the
Exccutive Council to recognise his
qualities in being able to give the
correct lead to the workers. This
strike was at first labelled unofficial
by the E.C. but the persistent struggle
of the members, forced them to give
official backing to this dispute after it
had been on for seven weeks, The men

resumed work after a stoppage of 13

weeks. The strike was not entirely
successful but as a. consequence, the
painters of Camberwell are now very
much respected by the Camberwell
Council,

His unbroken and consistent activ-
ities continued to June 1939, when as
steward on the job at Pocock Street,
Blackfriars, London, a strike developed
over non-unien labour which again was
defined hy the E.(C\. as unofficial. This
dispute was never recognised by the
bureaucrats, but in spite of their re-
action, victory was achieved.

As a wxesult of this stoppage of
work, the E.C!. gave instructions to
the London Distriet Committee to re-
fram from issning ticket Bteward’s
credentials to.him in future.

During November 1939,
trouble arose with the Camberwell
Boreugh Council regarding non-unjion-
1sts. Bro. Milligan attended a local
branch and submitted his opinion on
the question under discussion; he also
dealt with the previous dispute at
Camberwell. For using his democratic
richt in this direction the Executive
Cotincil resolved: f‘That the general

conduct of Bro. Milligan is such that

he is not a fit and proper person to
hold any office in the Society. There~
fore it must be clearly understood he
is removed from office by the E.C. and
warned that unless he conducts him-
self properly he will be subject to ex-
puision from the.Society.’’ .

At that*time he was Chairman of his
Branch
position irrespecetive of the Branch’s
appeals and expression of the fullest
confidence in him. The action of the
E.C. was endorsed by the General
Council at their statutory meeting
that an appeal could be made for the
revision of the decision after the lapse
of a period of time, and the case would
be considered on its merits.

The wvictim of this suppression has
never had an -opportunity to defend
himself against any allegations, the
E.C. were prosecuting council, defend-
ing council and judges all wrapped into
one; as a matter of fact he has never
been before any committee or tribunal
on a charge of any description during
the whole of his membership.

An appeal was made to the E.C. by
his branch in October. 1942 for the re-
moval of the ban. The appeal failed.
The E.C. on this occasion resolved:
‘“That in view of the continued disrup-
tive conduct of Bro. Milligan, the E.C.
Eee no justification for raising the

an.l! iz i

When  asked what- the continued
disruptive conduect referred to was,
they stated that Bro. Milligan had
vigited a number of Branches in Lon-
don and addressed the members on

further |

and was removed from that

| Haenbers shotld

“ation fee to this body are paid

: ) Eive the JL.U. | nice
comfortable job and a nice fat salary.

‘Maybe they will accuse themselves of

disruptive tactics and place sa _ban on
themselves al
democracy and freedom to express gne’s
sthoughts “is pefmitted s6 lon "E&ﬁﬂt

; or does it mean that

—
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=&

one says is agreed to by the o#icial -

element? In other words one cannot
have one's own opinion or disagree with
the bureaucrats. :
Bro. Milligan represented his branch
on the'local Trades Council, the affili-

Branch, ‘““not by the union.” The E.C.
recently notified the Trades Council

by the

that Bro, Milligan is not eligible to be

a delegate, The Trades Council, when
this. correspondence was discussed, ex-
pressed their warm appreciation of the
splendid work he had done over the
last eight years as a delegate of his
branch. '

I have tried to give you the facts
of this case, and think it is up to every
trade unionist to counteract the dicta-
torial ~technique of our officials. 1
especially appeal to all painters to de-
mand that the ban i1mposed on this
member be repealed. Diséipline is the
main factor in good organisation, but
if a member has violated the Constitu-
tion or behaved in a disruptive manner,
or whatever the allegations are, he

should be given the opportunity -to

defend himself against his accusers
before a ‘““tribunal’’ set up for this pur-
pose. Plenary powers in the haucﬂ;

those incapable of using them, is g
menace to working class institutions;
so if we do not maintain control of our
leaders, we might as well pack up.

May T paraphrase Voltaire:

I don’t agree with what you say;

I don’t like what you say;

But T will fight to the end that yoi
= shall have the right to say it

5 Wally Allen.

ON THE JEWISH

QUESTION
4 = WALES.
The Editor, :
‘“‘Socialist Appeal’’.

Dear Comrade,

Having read your article on - the
“Jewish Question” in your February
1ssue, I will not miss this opportunity
on congratulating you on the splendid
way In which you state the real facts.

Being a refugee from Germany my-
self, I am of course very grateful ta
this country for the refuge they gava
me. But when I at the same :time¢
hear of things that are going on. 1
sometimes wonder whether there is
anything wrong somewhere. T have

at the moment (as far as T know) a

father and a brother in a concentration
camp. What good is a promise to ma

that their murderers will be punished

ol

when hbefore the war we could not get

them over here with £200 as guarantec
money, which has been given to us for
that purpose I think all this pro-
Jewish (?!1) propaganda does mora
harm in the end than good, as people
might start to believe that as Lord

~Haw Haw tries to tell us the Jewish

Capitalist-Bolshevik is behind this war.
If there are Jewish capitalists (which

I do not doubt) then do the same with . |

them as all of that class deserve..
:iun’t blame the Jews for it as a T'i':hﬂblltl;.:
The trouble only is, that the working
class Jew is hardly ever noticed, but ag
i uch I stand whole-heartedly behing
"0,

Yours “truly, , , .
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 EDITORIAL
CASABLANCA
'CONSPIRACY

The diplomatic battle is on! The Russi
signal for its outbreak. On the ong side G0 f
the German defeats and holding up the spectre of a
Europe.” 'On the other, Stalin is underlining the harmless Ilﬂ»tlll:ﬁ
of the Russian advances, and assuring his “ allies ” that there is
no danger of the Bolshevisation of Europe from his direction.

Goebbels is emphasising
“RBolshevised

i f ir : he recipients of

The “ democratic ” leaders, for their Pm:t, are the ;
bﬂthelines of talk — and policys And it _ls_th_e%pollcy bfahl_nd- the
talk that is important. On Goebbels’ side it is that Britain and

America should make a separate peace with Germany, or a;egags;

a Communist Europe.
“would England and
the hands of the

' Front, otherwise they will be. faced with
“And, what” he asked in his last speech, °
America do if the Continent ¢f Europe fell into

1 stalin’s side i ' . ted demand
Bolsheviks?” On Stalin’s side it consists of the repea -
for real military assistance in the form of a Second Front in
Europe. |

On the Russian side, Stalin has in his latest Order of the Day
called on the Red Army to ‘‘ rout the German urlvaders and to
expel them from the boundaries of our motherland.” The meaning
of this formula has naet been lost on the British capa.tahs:ts, and the
« Feonomist ” has pointed out that Stalin “ has thus, in fact, re-
defined the war in terms of a defensive national struggie. ‘ Al.mth?l;
Soviet spokesman, Zaslavsky, has warned - over-zealous friends
against helping German propaganda by attributing any expansionist

ambitions to Soviet Russia.”

' the Nazi side it is not so much a direct proposal for imme-
dia?t:: p:,-l:ce a;stm plea that there should be no Second K¥ront. “ Open
a Second Front,” says Goebbels, “and you will have Bolshevism
in Europe.” “ Nonsense!” replies Stalin. “The Red Army will
not pass beyond the 1941 frontiers of Russia. . Hitlers come and go
but the German state remains. There is mo fear of us Bolshevising
Europe. In fact we will help you to prevent Communism on the

: - - - . : = (2L d
These are the : conflicting appeals with which Chqrchﬂl an
Roosevelt are faced. What is their attitude? What will be their
action? The principal task of the Casablanca meeting was un-
‘ doubtedly to sum up the pros and cons of this question, to assess
the strength of Russif and Germany, ani to base their plans on the
vesult of this assessment. : , -'
Sl SR (sl et e i el Slase e fate  flao llllﬂ'ﬂl'iurliﬂtﬂ. At

an victories have been the
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CHINA BLEEDS-BL
STARVED OF A

BY JIM HINCHCLIFFE

i

to free Poland, Czechoslovakia, France,
Norway [rom the Nazis”’, the war to
‘fpee’” the Chinese, Burmese and the
Eastern peoples from the Japs: will
continue. This ' is the one important
theme - running through all the war
" speeches of the British and American
imperialists at the present time; that
the war will go on after Germany 1s
defeated: that the war in the Far Kast
is to take its toll of Human life and
{cars even after the war in the west
has delivered up its dead.

Words have not been spared by
Churchill and Roosevelt in proclaiming
their admiration for the heroic resist-
aiwce of the Chinese people, and their
determination to secure freedom for
Chhina, but events are rapidly demon-
starfing what the real character of the

with regard to China,

In practice the alliance between
China and the United Nations begins
to look more and more like what 1t
realiy is, an alliance of words. So far
as real aid is concerned, the British
and American imperialists have delib-
erately stopped any agdequate supplies
being sent, to China. Revealing 1n-
formation was given by the wife of the
C'hinese Ambassador to London, Mad-
amé Wellington Koo, on February 2nd,
and. writing on this, Allistair Cooke,
in the Daily Herald, Feb. 6th, said:

«« . of all America’s Lend-Lease
programme, China gets 2 per cent
and of this only 1 per cent ever got
to Burma, and only half of that got
through to China. :

““There is the naked and shivering
fact—China gets from the United
States one quarier per cent of the
Lend=-Lease supplies.”

In the Manchester Guardian '(Jan. 1st)
was also the admission that:
““At present the Chinese were get-
ting almost no material
abroad.’’

(Daily Herald, Feb. 3rd): - \
““Not a pound of foed went over

now.’’ -

Ta Roosevelt however, such factual
revelations are of little importance. He
went so far as to state to Congress
recently:

‘¢ ., . we are flying as much Lend-
Lease material into China as ever
traversed the Burma road.”” (News
Chronicle, Jan. 12th).

But when we examine exactly how
much material can be sent via these
routes, we discover, as reported in the
Manchester Guardian recently, the
astonishing fact ; _

‘““ . . that free China’s daily im-
port capacity is a few hundred tons
brought overland from Burma, a
similar amount brought in by sea by
means of clever blockade-running,
and a smalli tonnage
air.”’ .

On this question let it be said, Roose-
velt didn’t lie—he just “‘omitted’’ to
mention the ampunt of material that
could bhe sent along this route!

That the grﬂaf"t-e r part of even this
meagre  amaolin of Mmaterial never
reaches  China (s admitted by Lin
Yutang, in o lokter h|t|n~"N{W+ York

Y ¥ I
Thnes'' st yeuar in which he says:

Wé are promised that after the “war

policy of Roosevelt and Churchill 1is

“opposite Hong Kong?

from | “Gunboat,

and Madame Wellington Koo stated, -

the Burma road, or is going to China

imported by

I
W
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be kept guessing what the Allied

strategists are or are not going to

do. There has bheen exasperating

‘waste ‘of China’s strength:*™

But this failure of economic and mil-
itary co-operation is not am eccident.
China is not being deprived of sup-
plies because Britain and America can-
not spare them, 1t is part of the con-
sistent imperialist policy of these coun-
tries, who will free China from Japan-
ese lmperialism only in order that
they may in turn, exploit and enslave
the Chinese masses. [t was Japan’s
entry into the war, representing a
direct threat to the interests of Britain
and America, that put a stop to the
sending of war materials to Japan,
and opened the Burma road for sup-
plies to China,

“China, they sce quite_glearly, must
alwavs remain well under the heel of
the imperialist “‘democracies’”, and for
China to free itself, to_allow China to
liberate itself. from Japan, and to
amerge as an independent nation, this
would endangetr too greatly the mter-
ests of Britain and America. That is
why they keep assistance down to the
minimum, and in the meantithe pre-
pare for a struggle agaimst Japan after
the conclusion of the European war.

“ GUNBOAT DIRLOMACY ”
CONTINUES

If the British capitalists woere really
interested in granting China her in-
dependence, why is it that in signing
the treaty with China® and relinguish-
ing extra-territorial rwights in that
country, Britain refused to discuss the
question of ' Kowloon, on the mainland
Precisely be-
cause this piece of tarritory provides
a useful jumping off ground for further
inroads into China atssome future date.
The £ Times’”? which considered that tht
treaty marked the end of an era of
Diplomacy’’, nevertheless
carefully refrained from mentioning
that .the refusal of the British to in-
clude Kowloon in the treaty 1s in
practice a continuatgon of the same
“Gunboat Diplomaey® which was the
favourite method of British ITmperial-
ism in assuring its dominance ovet the
smaller nations and which will, mmevit-
ahlv, be adopted again.

The working class cannot continue to
tolerate the sacrifice-of their best sons
for the interests of these imperialis{
bandits. The struggles of the Chinese
people have struck a deep sympathy
mto the hearts of all rank and file
workers and militamts in this country.
But if this desire to help the Chinese
pcople is to 'be effectively translated
iilo genuine help, the working class
must supervise and control that help
themselves. They cannot do this while
they atlow the-eapitalists to control the
state and its, policy. TFor the capital-.
ists will and must continue their policy
of exploitation and subjugation. Oniy
a Britain controlled by the working
class, extendine the fraternal aid made
possible under socialism, only such a
Britain can aid the Chinese people.

I"BRITISH TROTSKYIST LOST

THE HIGH _
PAIGN FOR COMMUNIST PARTY
AFFILIATION TO THE LABOUR
PARTY IS WELL UNDER WAY.

STALINIST SPONSORED RESOLU~-

TIONS ARE COMING UP AT LAB-
OUR PARTY BRANCHES, AT
TRADE UNIONS AND AT ALL

AFFILIATED ORGANISATIONS TO

THE LABOUR PARTY, PROPOSING
'SUPPORT FOR THE C.P. TO BE-
COME AN AFFILIATED ORGANIS-
ION, -
On their attempt to secure affiliation
i 1936, the Stalinists rallied 592,000
otes, one quarter, of the L.P. Confer-
ence, In the present campaign there
can be no doubt that they will rally
many more, and even if the decision
goes against them, they will give the
leadership ‘of the L.P. some very
anxiouns momnents,

Writing in the February 1943 issue

- of the ‘‘Labour Monthly’’, Harry Pol-_
litt states that ‘‘the ammwﬁa

.P. 10 be accepted as an affiliated
- organisation with the L.P. is an im-
portant and serious political act.”’ And
so it 18! ‘It is one of the most 1m-
portant questions facing the Labour
movement; probably the most import-
ant tactical issue facing _politically
conscious and organised workers at the
present stage. The outcome of the
application will greatly affect the per-
spectives *and life of the . organised
movement in the next decisive period
of regroupment and preparation for the
coming class battles.
The question cannot be disthissed by
the left wing but must be seriously
studied in the setting of impending
political crisis ~ and revolutions 1n
Britain and Europe. To foresee the
process of differentiation in the Labour
‘movement; to understand the role el
Stalinism and the precise reasons for
the ptoposed affiliation; to base our
attitude towards the question on these
-factors: that is the task of the Fourth
Internationalists in Britain.

UNITY FOR WHAT?

The Trotskyvists are ‘in favour of
cenuine unity of the working class.
But we'vannot associate ourselves with
creating any false illusions that
“uanity”’ of and by itself can achieve
victory for the workers” against their
exploiters-and” against reaction. The
Austrian workers were organised al-
most one hundred per cent behind the
Austrian TLabour and Trade Union
saders, but they suffered a crushing
defeat at the hands of reaction. Unity
of itself did not avail them, for they
were united on a policy which the Brit-
ish Labour leaders have continued and
which the Stalinists want to perpetu-
ate. As Trotsky explained in “Wither
France' in 1935: “The Austrian Social
Democracy rallied almost the entire
proletariat, but only to lead it to ruin.
The Belgian Labour Party has the
right to call itself the sole party of
the proletariat, but that does not pre-
vent it from going from capitulation to

w

PRESSURE GCAM-’

‘during  the

_struggle.”’

BY JOCK HASTON

capitulation. - Only people hopelessly
nill"i*m;I can hope-that the Labour Part
which completel _dnminategig_h_g_,ggi_,t_ﬁ
Q_{ulafarlaf' IS ycﬁnaﬂ’i'é"" of achieving
victory. What decides the issue is not
unity in itself but its actual political
content.’’- ;

We want to know who is uniting and
for what purpose are they uniting; we
want. to., know how their particular
brand. of unity will affect the working
class before we cast our vote,

The present Stalinist campaign, as
in 1936 is being waged precisely around
the slogan of - “‘umity’’t mnot the unity
of “labour and anti-faseist forces’’, as
in the fake left phrases of 1936 how-
ever, but ‘‘national unity’’ behind
Churchill and the capilalist clique who
at present favpur the continuation of

‘the pact and alliance with Stalin.. In

numerous articles, pamphlets and
speeches by leading members of the
Communist Party, its case for affili-
ation 1s clearly stated. ~'The same
genersl line can be observed through-
out: a miscrable, snivelling, cringing,
unprincipled attitude, minnmising the
political differences which separate—
or to be more precise, which ought-to
separate-—the Third and Second Inter-
nationals, Communism and Social De-
mocracy. :

ONLY DIFFERENCES OF
OPINION !

In the old days the *Party’  still
retained’ at least a few remnants of
Lenin's. phrases -and  boasted that
fundamental political differences exisi-
ed between the class eollaboration pol-
icy of the Labour Party and the “‘re-
volutionary’”’ policy of the Communist
Party.  Today, their *efforts are bent .
on minimising the differences hetween
the two trends and organisation$; .in
demonstrating that any differences
with Soeial Democracy are now in the
past. Capitalist democracy or prole-
tarian dictatorship; Heform or Revolu-
tion; these fundamentally opposing
political conceptions to which Lenin
devoted years of patient explanatior
and struggle, and which led to the
setting up of the Third international
against the false reformist policies of
the ‘Second International-——swept aside
as a mere difference of opinion! .

Speaking at a- Central Committee
meeting of the C.P. .in January 1936,
discussion on affiliation,
Harry Pollitt made bold t& say: ‘‘Ij
tﬁmij we have to remember that the
Labour Party is based on the practice |
and policy of social democracy. - Against
this we must carry on a political

R

"In the same speech he informed the
world that in applying” for affiliation,
the members of the Communist Parcy
must lead *“the fight for unity of action
on the part of every section of the
working class movement in every phase
of the daily struggle against capitalism,
fighting to transform the Labour Party
from the. basis of class collaboration
onto a class basis © + » 7 |
ut tne present eampaign 13 con-
tod along somewhat different lines
in vory different tones, In his
Jo in the February 1943 issue of
it abhoaunr Manthiv'. Pollitt wants
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the part of the Stalinists and the pro-
dpect: of having. them as bed fellows.
Acecording to Trevor Evans, industrial
reporter for the “Daily FExpress”,
writing an article devoted to the ques-
tion from an angle favourable te the
(.P.; when the question was mooted
at the Labour Party Executive, the
only votes cast in favour were those
of the proposer:.and seconder-—Sam
Watson of the Durham Miners’ Associ-
ation, and Emanuel Shinwell. = There
were only four votes cast for the pio-
posal that a delegation of the Labour
Party meet a delegation of the Com-
munist Party to ‘‘s¢e what differences
exist and af they can be whittled
away.”” These two, plus Mrs. Barbara |
Ayrton Gould and Harold Laski. . :
On Ihis showing there is still a solid
bloc in the TLabhour Party Executive
who oppose the affiliation of the C.P.
And in the case of the supporters of
the resolution, there is evidence of
complete "confusien. Laski has never
had a clear idea in his life, On num-=
ETONUS occasions he has appeared to be
on the point of breaking with the
Labour leaders and swing to the left,
only to finish up as a charwoman for
the Executive with Some dirty job to
clean up at Conference against the Jeft.®
Shinwell claims to be: an ‘‘opponent’
of the Labour leadership a,lll:Il] dresses
himself in the garb of a ‘“‘rebel’’. Just
at a period when the Stalinists are
maintaining and strengthening the
National Government and are hostile
to all who desire to break the coalition,
Shinwell “is . timidly pushing forward
the idea that labour must reassert its
independence by breaking the coalition.

Yet., at' the same time he wants
“unity’’ with- the Stalimists! ‘The
wavs of the labour ‘‘lefts'’ are truly
weird ! ,

The “Tribunel, which is run by al
group of Labour ‘‘lefts”” who have been
the closest to the Stalinists among the
labour tops, indicates their dilemma
in its issue of February 19th. After
attacking the Stalinists for supporting
Tory candidates agamnst Common
Wealth and independents, they make
the following comment:

“The Communists now seek affili-
ation to the Labour Party. Nor-
mally they would get the support of
the Left Wing of the Party. But
now the Labour Party members will
hesitate.. Surely .the right wing of
the Labour Party needs no reinfore-
ing with a conservative C.P. wing’’!
These ‘‘left’” wing fakers are not in

a very happy position. They want to
sparkle on pro-Soviet platforms and,
hask in the reflected glory of Russia's
victories, but at the same time they
reflect the clags pressure of the work-
ers and want to be popular with the
masses. In consequence they are forced
to conduct a sham-. battle against the
coalition, and this brings them into

ccollision with the Stalinists.

LLABOUR FAKERS FEAR
FOR JOBS

_Basically, the right wing Labour
leaders reflect the fear and interests
of their capitalist masters, who in turn
dread the entrenchment of the Stalin-

| ists in the working class, The capitnl-
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These are the conflicting appeals with which Churchifian
Roosevelt are faced. What is their attitude? What will be their
action? The principgl task of the Casablanca meeting was un-
“doubtedly to sum up phe pros and cons of this question, to assess
the %mlhgth of Russif and Germany, and to base their plans on the
result of this assessmont, * .

The decisions are by no means simple for the imperialists. At
the present stage of the war matters are very finely balanced.
In particular, any action which would give military aSS{Stﬂﬂﬂﬁ to
Russia has to be very carefully considered. ‘‘Supposing, the
imperialists must be saying,  that we had opened a Second Front
" in Europe last Autumn — Why, the Red Army would be in the
region of Berlin by this time!” And that is precisely why t!t.e'y
' did not open a Second Front last Autumn. Fer, in spite of Stalin’s
assurances, and in spite of their knowledge of the (tounter-rve?o—
Tutionary role of the Soviet bureaucracy, they know. that a decisive
defeat of Hitler’s forces at the hands of the Red Army would mean
revolution in Germany and throughout Europe. At the same time,
there is always the_possibility that with increasing dﬂ-eillura.liisatgﬂll
among the German forces, the Red Army will be enabled in any
case, without the aid of a Second Kront, to make further gyeat
advances. In this case it would be necessary for Anglo-American
imperialism to, invade Europe in order to attempt %o control the

revoluticaary movements which would inevitably take place.

The official statement announced that the plang worked out at
Casablanca will have as their prime object * to draw as much
weight as possible off the Russian armies by engaging t!ge enemy
. as heavily as possible at the besy gelected pomts.” This In any

_ease was supposed to ba their policy long before Casablanca. But
even in its new form it leaves the way open for exactly the same
sort-of interpretation as the previous communigue — that it was
intended to deceive Hitler. And was it necessary to have an eleven
day meeting in Africa either to come to this profound conclusion
or to make arrangements for a Second Front — and _‘ﬁ:ith[}tit con-
sultations of any sort with Soviet military representatives?

Churchill left a further loophcle when, in his speech to the
House of Commons after the meeting he said that “to try to
draw the enemy from the Russian front was accepted as the first
11of our objectives ONCE THE PROBLEMS OF THE U-BOAT WAR

"HAD BEEN MET IN SUCH A WAY AS TO ENABLE US TO ACT
-J AGGRESSIVELY.”

" The steps, military and diplamatic, that will be taken by the
¢ Allies ” during the next nine months will be decided on the basis
of a careful estimate of the factors operating in Europe — par-
ticularly those of Revolution, and of the advance or retreat of the
Red Army. These will be measured in relution to the interests of
‘Anglo-American imperialism, and the appropriate steps taken.
Second Front or no Second Front. Peace with Italy or continua-
" "tion"of war with Italy; Mihailovitch as ally in Yugoslavia, or the
Croat partisans as ally; the British and American imperalists will
take the decisions — and in their own interests.

The bringing of © pressure ” to bear on them, and the holding of

farther Trafalgar Square meetings has been shown by the events
of the last year to be futile and hopeless. As long as they are
in power they will go their own way, using the blood and sacrifice
of the Soviet masses as a buttress for their priviieges and their
empire. The Axis peace overtures are in realify a request for an
agreement for a common struggle against both the European
revolution and the Soviet Union. If the British workers and
soldiers are to have guarantees that these offers will not be
accepted then they cannot allow the present Government to speak
‘and act in their name. Only a Government truly representing the
workers and soldiers will be able to stand side by side with the
Red .Army and the peoples of Germany and Europe and with them
smash the last remnants of Fascism. Europe must not become
another North Africa, with one form of Fascism giving place to
another. Europe must become free. The British workers have a
vital and respensible part to play in the struggle for a free Europe.
The conspirators of Casablanca can only offer capitulation to
Fascism and a struggle against the revolution. The workers have
a new Europe and a new world tq fight for.
that fight is the struggle against imperialism at home,

’
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And the first part of
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On thiv question lot it be said, Roose-
velt didn’t lie—he just “omitted”’ to
mention the ampunt of material that
could be sent along this route!

That the gregter part of even this

Meagre aoun of natarial opever
renches CChina Tis  admitted by Lin
Yutang, in a lekter to the “New York

Times" last year in which he SAYS ;

““The greater part of the transport
planes sent to China were held up
and diverted before they reached
China. The few bombers that did
reach China and participated in the
recent bombing of Hankow were
taken out again and diverted to
Egypt . . . Unless an immediate
order be given to divert planes from
India to China, instead of diverting

]

planes from China to India, it will-

be too late , ., . The transport planes

diverted to India must be immediate-

ly diverted back to China'. .. "
This ¢lear example of the deliberate
sabotaging  of supplies to China ecan
be laid only at the doors of the British
and American imperialists who have
complete control over such supplies.

CHILDREN EXCHANGED
FOR HANDFUL OF GRAIN

The necessity of China, as a result
of this policy, to relv upon her own
resources, has resulted in terrible pri-
vations and hardships for the masses.
..The “Daily Express" reported last
vear of a faming raging in th® Honan

A . In a space of 20,000 square
miles, there are 18,000,000 people
who are eating leaves of trees, bark
and roots . Bishop Yupin saw
thousands of children with their faces
and upper bodies just skin and bone
+ « » Children were being'sold for a
handful of grain . .. " .

Allistair Cooke, reporting Madame
Wellington Koo’s speech, said:

‘““ « + . that the Chinese don't
worry much about rationing because
there is nothing to ration . ... and
said that, an indifferent meal costs
165. A yard-of cloth costs £2. 10.
A mud and straw hut costs just short
of £800, coal is at the price of dia-
monds.”’ : |

Doctor Shushi Hsu reported also:

‘““today ten, Chinese soldiers are
dying of dyseniery or malaria for
every one wounded . . ., "’

In the sphere of nilitary co-oper-
ation we find the same mixture of sly
hypocritical gestures completely belied
by action. Since his appointment as
the ““Allied’’ generalissimo in the Far
Kast—Chiang Kai-Shek has acquired
the distinction of being the only gen-
eralissimo whose opinions need not
count.

““China,’’ writes the famous Ghin-
ese author Lin Yutang, “must be
let into the mysterious secrets of the
“Allied Grand Strategy’’ before effi-
cient co-operation on the part of

China can bring the most useful
results, Chiang Kai-Shek must not

1 0 Breitnin canbrolled By the working I
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The Belglan Labour Party has the

: a right to call itself the sole party of

possible under soctalism, only such a the proletariat, but that does not pre-

Britain can aid the Chinese people. vent it from gt;lng from capitulation to
: _
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claws, oxtendigg the featormal aid made

STARKEY JACKSON ' (CENTRE)
WITH THE FIRST BRITISH YOUNG WORKERS'
DELEGATION TO SOVIET RUSSIA, 1926.

We have learnt with deep regret of the loss at sea of Gomrade Starkey

“Jackson, a leading Fourth Internationalist in Britain.

i

Comrade Jackson Is reported missing, presumed drowned whilst his regimen
was being transported abroad. ' : ' '
Although still in his early thirties, Starkey Jackson had taken an active
part in the Socialist :movement for nearly 20 years.
League of Youth when he was 14 years old. At an early age he lost his job
as the result of activilies in the General Strike and he threw himself whole-

-heartedly into Sogialist work.

Jié was elected by the Labour League of Youth as a delegate to the first
Youth Delegation which visited the Soviet Union from Britain in 1926 and
acted as the Secretary of the delegation, -

On his return to England, he broke with the Labour Party and joined the
Young Communist League and for a short period was the Editor of the Commun-
ist Party youth jourpal ‘* The Young Worker.”

He was an activist in the unemployment movement for several years and
was sentenced to six months imprisonment after a demonstration in which he
played a leading role; was broken up in the most bratal manner by the police.

Towards the end of 1929, Comrade Jackson became critical of Stalinism and
the policy of the British C.P. and as a result of his experiences he eventually
joined the Fourth Internationals. | . _

For some years he was the Secretary of the Militant Group and in 1938
became the Secretary of the Revolutionary Socialist League, which post he
fulfilled until he was calied up early in the war,

Starkey Jackson entered the army as a proletarian revolutionist adopting
the attitude of our movement that a revolutionist must go with the workers
of his age and class, to carry on the struggle*for the socialist revolution in
the army as well as in industry. '

We salute a comrade who lost his life in the imperialist war which he
combatted for many years. :
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He joined the Labour -

[ on the part of every Ssection of (he
working class movement in every phase
of the daily struggle against capitalism,
fighting to transform the Labour Party
from the basis of class collaboration
onto a class basis . . . " '

But the progent @ampaign is con-
ducted along somewhat different lines
and in very different tomes. In s
article in the February 1943 issue of

us to forget what he said yesterday.
““1t would be easy,’'’ he says, ‘‘to make
full play with the political differences
of the past as a means of avoiding
facing up' to hard new facts of the
present position. But if this were done
it would not represent serious leader-
ship.’” And later, “'There is a keen
awareness in existence, a keen desire
io understand, a desire for unity, ac-
companied .by astonishment that politi-
cal differences of the past can be

now being directed to achieve maximum
unity while there is yet time.”
What has happened in the course of
Lhese nine years to have changed Pol-
litt’s opinion? Has the Labour Party
broken with the *‘‘policy and practice
of Sccial Democracy’’ Have the
“‘political differences of the past'’
evaporated because the Labour leaders
have taken to the road of class struggle
and revolution? On the _contrary.
Not even Pollitt would have the ter-
merity to put that one across. The
Labonr leaders capitulated to reaction
and the class enemy as never hefore
in history. Their role as lackeys of
finance capital has never been 8o clearly
exposed as at the present mement.
No!
| has redUged iiseif to the ‘‘practice and

-----

| poTicy of Sogial Demograzy’’!

the high degree i ripeness in 1936
has now completely fructified. From
an organisation which mamtained af
least a few verbal principles, the C.P;
has degenerated to a diseased politica
corpse differmg no whit, on their ow
admission, from the reformist Labou

Party. s R Mﬁ_;} 5“)4&.

' E

. REAL AIMS PARTLY
HIDDEN

[f this was the enly reason why the
Stalinists are attempting to afliliate
to the Labour Party, the revolutionary
left could breathe a sigh of relief. For
il there are no fundamental differences
between the organisations then they
ought to get together and every social-
st worker must support this maove.
But there is another feason why the
Stalinists want to get inside the L.P.,
a reason which they .do not boast about
too loudly. Like Moore Brabazon, who
madvertently revealed the real ideas
and aspirations of the reactionary
capitalist class regarding the Soviet
Union, the less experienced of the
Stalinist leaders reveal the true aims
of their party. John'Gollan, writing
in a recent issie of ““World's™ News
and Views’, attacked the Glasgow
“Korward™ for “sniping’’ al national
unity and revealed that one of the
tasks that the Communist Party would
thave to undertake is to end this left

Terec we see it. They want to smash
the growing lett wing movement in
the Labour Party which 18 demanding
the End to the Coalition and a mere
positive class poliecy on the part of
Labour; they want to act as pelicemen
for the capitalists in the ranks eof the
Labour movement,

| DH.EMMA OF
LABOUR LEFTS

Meanwhile,” the T.abonr leaders are

'!iteeliut.r inside the Labour Party.

B

the ‘“‘Labour Monthly’’, Pollitt wants

allowed to prevent mature judgment

it is the Communist Party which

The pros
¢ess of qegeneratiomrwhich had reached’

ione too happy about the new turn on

with their continued control

kind’? )
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collistion with the Stalinists,

LABOUR FAKERS FEAR
FOR JOBS

Basically, the right wing Labour.
leaders reflect the fear and interests
of their capitalist masters, who in turn
dread the entrenchment of the Stalin-
ists in the working class. The capital-
ists are well aware that althongh the s
Third International is no longer a re-
volutionary movement, the loyalty of
the British C,P. is primarily to Stalin.'
In view of the possible clash between
themselves and the Soviet Union, thnrer)2
have no stomach for a labour move-
ment controlled or influenced by the
Stalinists which would be a powerful
lever in Soviet foreign policy in the
event of such a clash. The Labour
leaders can be relied: upon as their
faithful lackeys—they can be trusted
to have a ‘‘stabilising influence’’ on the
workers; the Stalinists, ‘however, can
change their policy overnight as they
have done so often before, and com-
pletely upset the political equilibrium -
i the country.

- Moreover, the Labour leaders fear
that their vested interests as control-
lers of the Labour movement will be
undermined- they have no wish to
share with the Stalinists their well
paid jobs as government - officials,
M.P.’s and “‘specialists’’. Their priv-
ileged economie position is bound up
of the
Labour movement. 1In the present
moribund state of the Labour Party,
it would not be long before the Stalin-
ists had seized control of the constitu-

YERYTRER LALA L

~ency parties, or at least insinuated
. themselves

mmto key positions and
organised a formidable opposition to
undermine the existing leadership.

In their statement rejecting the C.P.
application, the L.P. Executive reveals

this fear. Without making any-gpenu=-
mnely .111"_11101.12}2({ statement in opposition

to the C,I°., they nevertheless score
some* telling points and do not hesitate
to use demagogic arguments about the
“instability’” and ‘““political irrespon-
sihility’’ of the Stalinists. One pas-
sage of their statement runs: *‘*The
continual activities of the C.P. in this
country between September 3, 1939 and
June 1941 were characterised by politi~
cal somersaulting of the most con-
temptible kind.’”” But this truthful
statement, 1s cynically capped by an-
other, that: ‘““The Labour Party has
always stcod firmly for a policy of
friendship between the U.S.S.R. and
Britain.’”’” The Labour fakers have not
vet successfully learned to ‘“‘spit in the
wind'', For the last quoted passage
blows back in their faces with all the
slush ‘and anti-Soviet propaganda
which thgg dished out when the Red
Army entered Poland and when ‘‘poor
little demoeratic Finland’’' was attack-
ed by the Soviet Union. Truly, the
political *“‘somersaults’’ of the Labour
Party Executive, during the same
period as they quote for the Stalinists
are” also .of the “most contemptible
. On that score the Labour
fakers shouldn’t cast stones at their
Stalinist opponents because thev are

~ hrothers unde- the treacherous skin.

NO POLITICAL REASON FOR
SEPARATE ORGANISATIONS

On all counts, there is no funda-
mental political difference between the
Labour Party and Communist Party.
Despite its more revolutionary back-
oround and phraseology, the Stalinists
are even to the right of the Labour
Party. Both are parties of Social re- |
form; beth support the war and the
class who are conducting the war.
Both support the continuation of nat-

Continued on Back page
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A TURN To 10

alism in the
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The ‘‘New Leader” recport of the
Divisional Conferences of the L.L.P.
reveals a turn towards the left on the
part of the membership.

Judging from the resolutions which
secured substantial support in certain
areas, the Left Wing has made big
progress since the annual Conference
last year.

An amendment to one ol the I.I.P.
resolutions passed by the London Div-
ision, declared that:

“‘the I.L.P. will oppose any at-
tempt of the Government to make
peace with the German capitalist
class over the ruins of the German
revolution.”’

““The amendment also commitied
the Party to maximum possible sup-
ply of arms and assistance to the
- Soviet workers and any future work-
_ers’ state which is attacked and to
defence of a Socialist Britain by a
workers’ army with officers elected

* from the ranks.'’ . ALY
‘“‘New Leader’’, 20.2.43.
_A  resolution condemning pacifism
secured big support in London. And
a Marxist resolution on the Soviet
. Union which was only rejected by one
vote at the North East Division, de-
clared: ‘*‘admiration for the Red
Army, condemnation for the Stalinist
bureaucracy .. . " -
“New Leader’’, 20.3.43.
A resolution demanding an approach

to the Fourth International for dis- }

cussions for ‘“‘international unity of all
socialists who oppose the war and
- stand for socialist revolution’” was de-
| Weated on the voting by only 13 votes
\{ to 13. -
* These indications of a move to the
Left on the part.of the I.T..P. rank
and file are a part of the general pro-
cess of awakening which is taking place
throughout the working class. The
emergence of the Left wing in the
1.L.P. augurs well for the future. 17
it is to make further progress it will
have to figcht a relentless struggle for
theoretical clarification and a consist-
ent Leninist programme within the
“[LL.P. Such a struggle would lead
to the conviction that the road to the
building of a revolutionary Socialist
Party lies under the programme and
banner of the Fourth International.

Trotsky and
the Red
Army

'\ Republic but also

: Red Army of
\. the Third mternaitiﬂ'%if."’" N

..»—-r-"'“.‘:-‘-—-:—-——ilh‘-“ i
Into the fashinoning and leading of
this mighly revolutionary instrument,
& i ¥ i ] M i ™
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THE WAR HAS AFFECTED ,
THE PEOPLE OF “EIRE ”—THE
26 COUNTIES OF SOUTHERN
IRELAND, TO ALMOST THE
SAME EXTENT AS THE COUN-
TRIES DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN
HOSTILITIES. IN MANY RE-
SPECTS IT HAS AFFECTED
THEM TO AN EVEN GREATER
DEGREE. '

The strictures which the war has
placed on. Irish foreign trade, which
has declined to almost half, and the
British policy of “squeezing” Ireland
in repayment for her ** neutrality ”, has
resulted in a terrific decline in the
standards of living. The cost of living
has risen by almost 70 per cent, unem-
ployment has risen to 102,000 in the
beginning of 1942 and would have becn
double this but for the wholesale mig-
ration of young Irish men and women
into British industry and" army.
‘Extreme poverty, a characteristic feat-
ure of Irish working class life in times
of peace, has now intensified to a
degree unknown for many years.
Evictions of tenants for-non-payment
of rent is a daily occurrence in the city
of Dublin. But for the monies sent
home by the husbands, sons and
daughters who are working in British
war industries, the conditions of the
population would be even worse than
those which prevailed during the years
of 1912-1913. '

“SPECIAL POWERS ”
AGAINST WORKERS

This collapse of Irish economic life
is accompanied by a reactionary pol-
itical attack by the capitalists against
the Irish workers and the victimisation
of militants who have played a leading
role in the struggles of the Trade
Union and Labour movement., All the
“ Special Powers” which have been
introduced in Eire have been applied
even more rigorously than in Britain.
Thousands of members of the I.R.A.
Left Wing nationalists and militant
workers have been interned under these
Special Powers. The Trades Unions
have been shackled to the Staté by the
infamous “Order 837, the Ant-
TI'rades Union Act of 1941. The un-
employed have been compelled to
undergo training in Government “Con-
struction C-ops”, or starve,

WORKERS TURN TO

LABOUR PARTY

The inability of De Valera and the
Irish capitalists to solve the problems
of Eire and establish a minimum live-
lihood for the masses, has resulted in

et T |

the beginnings of a political erisis,
= —F e =
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BY JIM CORBETT

its glorious labour traditions, the Lab-
our Party gained 13 seats instead of 1ts+
usual 3, and thus secured control of !
the Council. Not only in the cities
did the Eabour Party gain in votes and
prestige, but also among the small
farmers and farm labourers. The
number of Labour Party branches in-
creased during 1941 and 1942 by 250
per cent. |

- UNITE LABOUR IN
ERIE ' AND ULSTER

For the first time in Irish history,
the possibility is opening up for the
Labour Party to become the mass party
of the working class; a possibility of
Labour taking the control of the gov-
ernment from the hands of the react-
ionary’ parties of the ca _ita]ist cl:;l_ss.

At the same time, the desertion of
the Northern Irish Labour Party by
Midgely, who formerly exercised a re-
actionary “Orange” influence inside i,
and whose exit was followed by the
most reactionary and conservative
clique, can only have resulted in the
strengthening of the Left Wing of the
Belfast and Northern  Irish Labour
Party. 'This offers a favourable con-
dition fof the unity of Irish Labour—
North and South.

PRO-WAR STALINISTS
SEEK TO SPLIT LABOUR

It is in these circumstances that the
Stalinists are seeking to shatter the
Labour Party of Southern Ireland, and
are. advocating a coaliton between
Labour, Fianna Fail and the Party of

italists, the Fine Gael. It 1s no acci-
dent that they find themselves advo-
cating the same policy as the notorious
pto-British and Fascist Blueshirt, Dil-
lon, who advocates a coalition and .the
entry of the 260 Counties 1nto the war.
For that is what they want: to under-
mine the class independence of the
Irish workers, to subjugate them to the
pro-British ranchers and to drag them
into the imperialist bloodbath as can-
hon fodder for Britain, Thcy scek
to undermine the confidence of the
workers in their own organisations,
and if necessary, are prepared to shatter

|.the unity of the Irish Labour move-

ment.

[a Dublin, where they have a frac-
tion in a number of Branches of the
Labour Party they_.a-re feverishly -dis-

cussing and preparing a split behind

the scenes, Everyone in the Dublin
[.abour movement knows it.
one in the Dublin movement accepts
it. . The time has come to sound the
alarm and arouse the workers. The
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the most reactionary pm—British cap-

Every- 4

I.'ll'lll | |

IRELAND

the hands of the Irish capitalists, in
particular the most reactionary and pro-

British wing— ‘ '

LABOUR LEADERS HELP

SPLITTING PROCESS
Undoubtedly, their work is being

bethe reactionary policy of
the right wing leadership of the Irish
Labour Party. For instcad of prepar-
ing a real struggle to place Labour in
Power on a workers’ and farmers’ pro-
gramme, aimed at taking over com-
plete control of the nation’s industries,
expropriating the capitalists and land-
lords, and granting government sub-
sidies to the$mrail farmers, these lab-
our leaders have fiddled around waith
a programme of reforms which is but
a pale, reflection of the policy of the
Government dtself, and is centred
around the most' stupid caricature of
the utopian Douglas Credit policy of
currency reforga. At the same time,
fearing the leftward swing on the part
of the rank and file, and in an attempt
to placate the clérgy who demand a
conciliatory right wing policy, the Lab-
our bureaucrats have eliminated all the
Left Wingers, such as Jim Larkin,
from the candidgtes’ slate for the forth-
coming parliamentary elections, and
foisted onto the party membership, a
reactionary, middle-class bunch of op-
portunists,

NO SPLITS — NO
DESERTIONS

 'This action on the part of the leader-
ship has disgusted a wide section of
the rank and file, who without any
clear alternative spolicy, are dropping
out or. falling under the demagogic
Stalinist criticism of the leaders.

&

The present situation® is pregnant
‘with disastrous consequences for the
Irish Labour movement. The party is
being sabotaged by the right wing,
who limitits appeal to the workers by
manoeuvres at the top and the aban-
donment of any vestige of a socialist
programme; it is being undermined by
the Stalinists who seek to wreck: the
movement in the interests of involving
the 26 Counties in the war. :

FOR A WORKERS' AND
FARMERS’ GOVERNMENT

Militants in the Dublin are2 must
give a lead to unite the Irish workers
and destroy both of these corroding
tendencies. The unity of the Labour
Party and thﬁ_*ﬁﬁﬁ(’m—ﬁfﬁ'ﬂvcmtnt can
only be maintained if the Left™Wing
work out a militant transitional pro-
gramme aimed at power.
LABOUR TO POWER

P T I N - L S —‘-J_‘.L.
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as possible were, as always with the
capitalists, their guiding consider-
ations. If the Labour leaders showed
only -one per cent of the class con-
sciousncss of ‘these reactionaries, the
future. of the workers would be
assured, :

But the cmptineés ot au the Govern-
ment’s proposals has been shown by
the statement on the Beveridge Report.
To quote the pro-Government “Daily
Worker” :

“Under the pressure of the most

reactionary group of Tories the
Government . has already partially
surrendered to the vested interests
opposing Beveridge. Nf:} oth::_‘r
meaning can be drawn from Sir
John Anderson’s speech in the
Commons yesterday.’

The “Daily Herald” stated :
“There is profound dissatisfaction

with Sir John’s assertion that al-
though the Government accepts the

principles laid down by Bevertdge,

it is unable at this stage to enter
into any spcciﬁc commitments.”’

So that the brave, new world they
promised, of which they have now
given a glimpse, is nothing but the
same old world—only worse. The
samc as the “good old days” alter the

~last war. Means Test, unemployment,

misery and want for the working class.
Even the carrying through of the
Beveridge Report itself would not alter
this in any*way. But the capitalists
and their government are showing
already that the Beveridge Report was
not meant seriously. Sir John Ander-
son and Kingsley Wood have demon-
strated quite crudely and brutally that
this scheme was purely meant as a
fairy tale to keep the masses quiet.
Says the “Times” on the Government
position : | _

“Fhe Government’s acceptance
‘in_principle’ of a very large part
of the report has been presented
with so many conditions and quali-
fications as to leave the impression
that action, in their view, is only
vaguely desirable, that it may be
postponed for years, or may even be
" deferred altogether in a coming era
of poverty and depression.”

Thus the “T'imes”, most authorita-
tive journal of British capitalism, sums
up the Government's position as it
“appears” to be. "Of course, the alarm
of the “Times” is merely voiced at
the indiscretion of the Government
revealing the brutal truth of the pos-
ition of British capitalism too soon.
They realise what the reaction among
the masses will be, as'the bye-elections
have already shown., It is in this
atmosphere that the Labour M.P.'s,
faced with the pressure of the workers,

- against the Arabs, as the Axis uses in

|

have threatened a “revolt” iIHiliIIH[ t]wJ

Europe. The whole of ;the capitalist
press fanned the justiﬁea indignation,
of the masses at the destruction of
Lidice in Czechoslovakija, and of other
towns in occupied Europe. Yet a
report published in the “Daily Tele-
graph” reveals that British troops are
burning and destroying villages, seiz-
ing the inhabitants’ cattle, and driving
them from their former homes. This
is a picture of the regime which they
intend establishing in Europe and Asia
when they have been “liberated” from
the iron grip of German and Japanese
imperialism. The farce of the “war
against fascism™ has been exposed in
North Africa by the installation into
power of the French fascist quislings.

The capitalists are planning ahead
both for ‘the struggle against the
peoples of Europe and the workers
of Britain. They offer a future of
hunger and chaos, of Quislings in
Europe and Asia, and inevitably of
reaction and fascism at home.  The
working class must plan ahead as well.
The Labour leaders have been holding
the masses in check with the fiction
of “national unity”. But even the
“Times’” can see that the workers
want an alternative to the rotten sys-
tem of capitalism. 0
dismay they watch the barometer of
the bye-elections.

The Labour members of parliament
have been forced into opposition over
the refusal of the Government even
to pay lip-service *to the Beveridge
Plan. 'This is not enough! Speeches
in Parliament cost nothing but hot
air!  The time has come to act!

The bulk of the workers in the
Labour movement support the Labour
leaders because they %elieve that™ they
represent their interests, The Labour
leaders have entered the government
with the cry that it was necessary for
a struggle against fascism. Sacrihices
must be made, they said. But only
the masses, not the capitalists have
made the sacrifices! _Sacrifies -for the
workers, profits for the bosses! Now
even the miserably inadequate Bever-
idge Plan is not even to be promised.
[t goes too far for the Tories.

If the Labour leaders desired power
it is theirs for the taking. A campaign

throughout the country on a militant

socialist programme would force a
general e[lection. And a General Elec-
tion under these conditions would give
the Labour Party an overwhelming
majority. It is time for the farce of
“national unity” to be ended. End
the Coalition with the Capitalists—
Labour must take power! No more
compromises, no more sell-outs by the
Labour and 'Trade Union leaders to
the bosses.

Workers’ International T;eﬂgue be-
lieves that only the taking of power
by the working class can solve their

St

In undisguised

2.

problems. But the road to this lies
through the independent struggle of
the working class. We believe that
the Labour lecaders: do not "represent
the interests of the workers, but since
the masses of the workers still have
confidence in these leaders, we will
fight side by side with them to von-
vince them that our point of view is
correct. But the whole course of the
war has shown the rottenness and
bankruptcy of the coalition. ‘The next
step forward is the reassertion ‘of the

I_)cm:md that the Labour leaders fight
for power, - |

Workers, members of Trade Unions,
Labour Parties, Co-ops and the whole
Labour movement, the time has come
to exert pressurc now. We appeal to
you—Don’t put your trust in the cap-
italists and their politicians. Watch the
actions of your own leaders. Rely on
your own strength, your own forces,
your own organisations. Only the
working class ‘can solve the problems
facing the workers. End the Coalition !
Labour to Power! Put into force the
‘programme of the “Socialist Appeal”,
which will lead the workers to victory,

Our Programme

1. Immediate despatch of arms and

material to the Soviet Union under

the control of the Trade Unions
and factory committees.

Nationalisation of the land, mines,

banks, transport and aHl big in-

dustry without compensation.

Confisoation of all war profits—all

company books to be open for trade

union inspection. ;

2. Workers' control of produotion to
end chaos and mismanagement in
industry to be exercised inrough
workers committees.

5. Equal distribution of food, clothes,
and other consumers commodities
under the control of committces of
workers elected from the distri-
butive trades, factories, housewives
committees and small shop-keepers.

6. Sliding scale of wages to meet the
increased cost of living with a
guaranteed minimum.

7. Repeal of the Essential Works
Order and all other anti-working
class and strike-breaking laws,

8. Clear out the reactionary pro-
fascist officer caste in the Army and
Home Guard. Election of officers
by the soldiers. Trade union wages
for all workers in the armed forces,

9. Establishment of military academ+

ies by the Trade Unions at the ex«

pense of the state for the training
of worker officers. |

Arming of the workers under con-

trol of committees of workers

elected in factories, unions and in
the streets against the danger of
invasion or'[ Petainism.

11. Freedom Eur Ireland, India :3: the
Yoo

9,

10.

Colonies. g
A Socialist appeal to the kerg
of Germény and Europs on the
basis of this programme in Britain
to join the Socialist struggle
against Hitler for the Soclalist
United States of Europe.

" -y -
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. Republic but also _.mpﬂFL_ad Army of
\ the Third International. '

Into the fashinoning and leading of
this mighty revolutionary instrument,
Trotsky put his whole energy and
genius. From one to another of the
fourteen fronts on which 1t had to
fight against intervention, he travelled.
For two years he lived in his spcciﬂl

1 sympathy of the Irish masses.

military train, hurrying off always to
where the danger was greatest and his
great “organising powers most neces-
sary. He put heart into weary soldiers
fighting against the heaviest odds.
And he did SO, not hy urging them
to* fight for the “Motherland”, but by
rekindling in their hearts the fires of
revolutionary internationalism.
Always Trotsky emphasised to his
soldiers of the Red Army the revolu-
tionary nature of their fight. And he
did this in small things as well as in
big. For example, some of the Red
Army men parodied a song of the
“Whites” and sang :
“When Wrangel’s volunteers try

~ to land,
Welll give them all to the fish

( to eat.”
““‘But (and we quote from Erich
“ Wollenberg) Trotsky issued an army
- order forbidding this parody, on the
ground that Wrangel's volunteers
were merely men who had been led
astray and that the Proletarian Re-
volution would find the way to bring
them over to its own side. Such
verses, he explained, were - merely
the products of military brutalis-
ation, which the soldiers of the Red

Army must shun, because they were

the human material with which the

Socialist State was to be built up.”

This stands in glaring contrast with
the spirit of hatred ‘which the Stalinist
bureaucracy is deliberately trying to
instil in the minds of the Red Army
men. The continual .cry now 1s
“Death| Death! Death!” And their
leading writer, Tlya Ehrenburg, refers
to the German soldiers as ' Fritzies”,.
“barbarians”, “sausage-makers’, etc,
On this path no real revolutionary ap-
proach can ever be madegto the Ger-
man soldiers and waorkers. |

Stalin has now completely re-written
the history of the Revolution and of
the Red Army 1n order to conceal the
part played by Trotsky, and above all
to conceal the difference between the
resent policy and that pursued by

nin and Trotsky, He has attempt-

ted to prove that Trotsky “played no
particular role either in the Party or
the October insurrection,” and that in
the wars of intervention he, Stalin,
had continually to remedy Trotsky's
“mistakes”. Lenin, however, payed
clear and honest tribute to Trotsky’s
great part in the building of the Red
Army. Maxim Gorki,in his recollec-
tions of Lenin described how Lenin
banged his fist upon the table and
exclaimed : ' :

‘“‘Show me anofasr man who could
have practically created a model
army in a year .and won the respect
~of the military specialists as well.

: « Continue on next column.
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struction Crops”’, or starve.

WORKERS TURN TO

LABOUR PARTY.
The inability of De Valera and the

Irish capitalists to solve the problems
of Eire and establish a minimum live-
lihood for the masses, has resulted in

closeness of imperialist war.

the Irish middle class, once the mass.
popular party in Southern Ireland, has
cstablished its subjugation to Irish
capitalism and is rapidly losing the
This
has resulted in a rapid turn, almost
amounting to a landslide on the part
of the workers towards the Labour
Party.

In the recent muncipal and county
clections which took place in the 26
Counties last year, the Labour Party
arose from comparative insignificance
and secured 215 seats against 245 for
the Fianna Fail, and 127 for the Finé
Gael, the right wing Tories. In Dub-
lin, the largest city in Ireland with all

‘ 1

We have got such a man! We have

got everything!'’ :

For the present, and for their own
purposes, Churchill and the British
capitalist class are playing ball with
the Soviet bureaucracy. As part of
therr diplomacy they are pretending to
accept the Stalinist legend “about the
Red Army. They are concealing their
real opinions about the Soviet Union
andy Communism. ~  But “these
opinions have been clearly expressed
by Churchill before the necessity for
diplomacy arose. Broadcasting in 1940

T e i

abmgh_._ rchill said :
““ The service rendered by Finland

to mankind is magnificent. They

ﬂ the military incapacity of the Red
| Army and of the Red—Air F 3
Everyone can see how Communism
1 rots the soul of a nation: how it
makes it abject and hungry in peace,
: ?I‘Id_ﬂl‘ﬂ\!ﬂﬁ it base and abominable
In war.”

Churchill’s so-called alliance with
the Soviet Union is among the most
cynical and slimv pieces of diplomacy
in history. It is in essence an effort
to utilise the self-sacrifice and heroism
that spring from a great revolutipn for
the foul purposes of British imperial-
ism and its war for survival. And his
present flattery of Stalin and accept-
ance of the new “history” of the Red
Army is an integral part of his diplom-
acy. But neither Stalin’s falsifications
nor Churchill’s pretended belief in
them can for one moment affect the
tides of class struggle that are surging

through the entire world.

Ip the coming days

of struggle. thc example of Trotsky’s
military and political leadership and
the miracles wrought by a Red Army

which was armed with the weapon of

‘proletarian internationalism will not

be forgotten. On the contrary. Thi:y
will serve as a beacon f.ﬂl' the revolu-
tionary workers of Britain, Europe and

) the entire world. ,

the beginnings of a political crisis,
long suspended only because of th+t:1

The |
Fianna Fail, originally the party crf‘i

real |

THICERL,

Ia Dublin, where they have a frac-
tion in a number of Branches of the
Labour Party they are feverishly dis-
cussing and preparing - a split bﬁhir}d
the scenes. Everyone in the Dublin
[.abour movement knows it.
one in the Dublin movement accepts
it. . The time has come to sound the
alarm and arouse the workers. The
situation calls for the immediate and
most serious attention of every Irish
worker who wants to abolish Irish
capitalism; who wants Labour in pow-
er; and who is fighting for the estab-
lishment of the United Irish Socialist
Republic.

This criminal splitting tactic is. be-
ing organised with the purpose of

ment which is strongly against the war,
and curbing its growing influence
among the masses, thus strengthening

[ 4
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Every-,

undermining the Irish Labour move- |

Militants in the Dublin arez must
give a lead to unite the Irish workers
and destroy both of these corroding
tendencies. The unity of the Labour
Party and Lhé"ﬁﬁﬁ;‘h‘r’#ﬁ’ﬂvcment can
only be maintained if the Left *Wing
work out a militant transitional pro-

‘gramme aimed at power.

LABOUR TO POWER ON A
WORKERS' AND SMALL FARM-
ERS PROGRAMME MUST BE
THE CENTRAL POLITICAL SLO-
GAN TO RALLY THE MASSES IN
THE FORTHCOMING ELEC-
TIONS TO THE DAHIL. NO
SPLITS! NO DESERTIONS! MUST
BE THE ORGANISATIONAL
SLOGANS IN THE PRESENT
PERIOD ! ¢

Continued from page 1.

cover up the deeper issues involved in
the situation. |
The real game was given away

tinent like India the present machin-
ery of administration is not adequate
to deal with the situation. A simplc

strate what a revolulinnary transform-

have exposed for all the world to-seey~ ation is nccessary to provide adequate

India.
show that g8 per cent of the family

Dr. Arkroyd’s calculations

budgets showed no reference “at all to
the use of milk. Full significance of
this appalling state of affairs can be
gathertd' from the following table
published by the Nutrition Research

Laboratories, Coonoor,

COMPARE DAILY CONSUMP-
TION OF FOOD PER ADULT
MALE IN THE HOMES OF
FREE INDUSTRIAL
WORKERS AND IN TH
PRISONS OF BOMBAY

, | INDUSTRIAL WORKERS | INDIAN CONVIOTS IN

Ttems of Food-| BOUDEY Mdrda PRISONS OF BOMBAY
stuffs Textile  Textile | Light @ Heavy
 Induatry  Industry | Labour ™ Labour
CEREALS 11.29 1bs. 1.15 Jbe| 1.38 1be 1.50 lba.
PULSE 09 » O =f @20 » A7
lEZAT 0% m - D4 m L ™
SALT Of " P, TR 05 " S0 T
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There are three causes inherent in

the present Indian economy to account

INDIAN |
FED BET

when Amery said that in a sub-Con-

analysis of the situation will demon-

and t’.qlfitzlble distribution of food 1in

RISONERS!
ER THAN

for these miserable conditions. Firstly,
only part of the total cultivable land
is ‘' actually under cultivation. The

root cause of -this is the increasing

indebtedness of the peasantry and the
consequent transfer of land to the non-
producing absentee landlords. f"&c-
cording to the estimates of an emi

ent Indian economist, R. K. Das, 70
per cent of the cultivable land is
wasted | kg

." b g

Sccondly, burdens of the peasantry |

in the form of uncconomic holdings,
appalling distribution of land and lack
of capital for improvemefsts, have re-

sulted in a very low prcrductiuity per -

head. As a matter of fact it is the
lowest in the.world.

Thirdly, because of the colonial
position of the country there has been
a steady increase in the production of
non-food crops and deterioration in

food crops. According to Mackenzie,

the area of nonfood crops has in-
creased 54 per cent compared to the
increase of 12.4 per cent 1n food

Crops. g

To these permanent causes is added
the presence of a huge alien army in
the country, supplies sent to the Libyan
forces and the inarding of food stuffs.
The cunmatative effect of these con-
ditions is a rise in the prices by as
much as 182 per cent in some parts
of the country. Professor Vakil, the
cconomist,” has added that the mone-
tary policy of the Government has
brought about an inflation of currency.

The presetit*Blireaucratic imperialist

~government is incapable of dealing

with hoarding. In the villages it is
the landiord who hides the grain. He

combines~n himself the functions of .

a money-lender, grain dealer, landlord,

| of the “Times” 1is merely voiced

1

at
the indiscretion of the Government
revealing the brutal truth of the pos-
ition of British capialism too soon.
They realise w’hut.thel reaction among
the masses will be, asithe byc-clections
have already shown./ It is in this
atmosphere that the Labour M.P.s,
faced with the pressure of the workers,
have threatened a “revolt” against the
Government. -

That is the position with regard to
home politics.” So far as foreign poli-

tics is concerned; Lord Beaverbrook

has shown the miserable trickle of
“aid” and supplies which have been
sent to the Soviet Union. ‘The capital-
ist class and the government are look-
ing with hidden fear and trembling
at the advance of the heroic Red
Army. In India and the colonies the

‘ rule of blood and terror, of force and

famine is being imposed on the masses
of the pmplc. In “liberating” Tunis

" from the Axis, the armies of British

and American imperialism are using
just as inhuman g1 . brutal methods

" (Kisan Sabhas).

and in many cases the Government |

MASSES

village administrator.. (Patel, Reddy,
Manikar, etc.), To search his gran-
aries, to seize the grain, to distribute
it locally, power must pass into the
hands of willage peasant committees
No other adminis-
trative measure imposed from above
can effectively deal with the situation.
Anything but this will remain-a paper
decree.

Similarly in the urban areas and

the industrial centres, Committees ot
workers and consumers with their own

volunteer corps, organised and con-

trolled by them with full powers to
search and seize food stuffs for equit-
able distribution—only such popular
organisations can bring order into the
present chaos. Those who doubt the
ability of Indian workers to undertake

administrative control should read
Brailsford’s description of Sholapur in
192G-30.

Tt-i8 these conditions of poverty and
starvation which are responsible for

the discontent and hostility of the
Indian masses. Added to this, the
national oppression of 400,000,000

people by the police-military dictator-
ship of British imperialism, 1s creating
the conditions for the mightiest ‘ex-
plosion in all history. ;
Gandhi’s death may hasten this ex-
plosion., On the other hand, as the
representative of the Indian. native
capitalist class, he may be preparing
for the great sell-out, as he has so
often done in the past. Only the
working class can conduct a genuine
struggle to free India and solve the
agrarian, economic and national prob-
lems of India in the interests of the
masses. But in any case, the British
working class must demand the im-
mediate and unconditional release of
Gandhi and of all other nationalists

and working class politiecal prisonerss

in Tndia. They must also demand the
richt of the Indian people to _freelg
choose their own government withoul

1
]

1

the interference or dictatorship of the !

hated British ruling class.

| majority, . It 1s tuime lor the farce of |

“national unity” to be ended. - End
the Coalition with the Capitalists—
Labour must take power! No more
compromises, fo more sell-outs by the
Labour and Trade Union leaders to
the bosses,

Workers’ International League be-
lieves that only the taking DF power
by the working class can solve rheir

trol of committees of workers
elected in factories, unions and in
the streets against the danger of

of Germany and Europe on the
basis of this programme in Britain
to join the Socialist struggle
against Hitler for the Socialis]
United States of Europe.

C.P.—LP. AFFILIATION

Continued from page 3.

ional unity and the continued subju-
gation of the colonial masses in the
interests of that national unity. Both
oppose the breaking of the coalition
with the bosses and the reassertion of
the independence of the organisations
of the working class. Both fight every
vestige of independent activity or mil-
tancy on the part of the workers which
raises the “class consciousness of the
working class, but will ‘‘antagonise”
the Tories and “jeopardise National
Unity’’, Both .use their authority
acquired in the past as working class
leaders to defeat and mislead that
spirit of militancy 6n the part of the
workers and thus aid and strengthen
the reactionary Tories.

With all this in common, there is no
political justification for the labour
leaders to attack the Stalinists and
refuse them afliliation., There is not
even the justification for the existence
of separate organisations.

WORKERS WANT FIGHTING
UNITY

The rank and file of the Labour
movement can have nothing in common
with the aims and objections, or argu-
ments of the Labour leaders. The
workers must and do approach -the
question of unity from an entirely diff-
erent standpoint.  Throughout the
country there i1s commencing 'a political
awakening among all sections of the
population. At this stage 1t rellects
itself graphically in industry through
strikes and industrial friction. In the
political field it is expressed hv the
rising working class vote for independ-
ent working class candidates put up by
the I.L.P. and by the even greater
support given to middle class Common
Wealth and “‘independent’’ candidates.
In the only part of the land where the
coalition dées not tie the hands of
he mass Habour organisations—North-

fern Irelapd, the Tories have .received
I Tesounding defeat at the hands of

abour. All this is demonstrative of
he deepening crisis and growing crit-
cism of the capitalists on the part
f the workers. And this movement is
in the direction of breaking the coal-
ition and reasserting the independence
of the workers' organisations, It is
accompanied by a genuine desire for a
united movement on the part of the
working people.

Meanwhile, for the first time pos-
sibly, partly as the result of the vic-

ations with the October Reywlution,
there is slowly crystallising among the
masses, the idea of a ‘‘Cofmunist’,f
radical, alternative to the present cap-;
italist system. But this turn on the
part of the masses is taking place pre-
cisely at a period when the Stalinists
have turned their backs most deecisively
against Communism and all its prac
tices. = :

SPLIT HELPS STALINISTS
The split between the two organis-

ations tends to confuse and disorient
these leftward moving workers. It

tories of the Red Army and its aﬂanui)

sorves the Stalinists with a  “left'*}

: |
cover and allows them. to still pose as &

the representatives of Communism,
This is facilitated by the attack againsy
the Stalinists from the Labour fakers
wno are most deeply associated in the
minds of the workers with the sell-out
and disastrous coalition. The growth
of the C.P. into the beginnings of a
mass party have faced the leadership
of that organisation with some prob-
lems which they did not have in the
past, such as demands from the rank
and file who moved towards the C.D.
during the ‘“‘militant’’ period, for a
policy more consistent with the inter-
ests of the working class. As the
Stalinist leaders reveal more blatantly
their wedlock ' to Churchill’s special
brand of reaction, these workers spht,
away and can be influenced even by
the Labour Ilefis.

The best workers in the organised
moévement are astonished at_the strike
breaking activities of the leadership of
the C.P. in_industrial struggles; they
have no stomach for supporting Tory
candidates (most of whom at one time
or apother have praised Hitler and
Fascism) and are horrified and dis-
mayved at the energy publicly displayed
by the Stalinists in supporting the re-
actionaries. Sections of these workers
may legitimately oppose the entry of
the Stalinists mto the Labour Party,
as they would oppose the spread of a
cancerous growth.

invasion or Petainism. :
11. Freedom for Ireland, India afd the
Colonies. ' _ R -
12 A Socialist appeal to the workers

We must convince 5

these workers that with a correct atti- 5y

tude on the part of the left wing, the

affiliation of the C.P. can only aid ther

genuine socialist movement.

CLEAR THE WAY FOR NEW
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The majority of Labour workers still
associate the Stalinists with the Oect-
ober revolution and have many illusions’
about their revolutienary 71ole. In

- close contact with the Stalinists; in

v

experience mside one organisation and

through concrete daily struggle the illu-
sions of these workers will be shattered.
This is one of the most important rea-
sons for supporting the Stalinist affili-
ation. Inside the Labour Party, the
C.P. would be the baton for the Lahour
lenders, they would quickly expose their
true role in the working class move-
ment. For the first time it would be
possible to subject the policies and
leadership of the Commumst Party to
criticism by using the Labour Party
as a forum.

In self defence, the left wing would
not only crystallise itself against the
Labour bureaucrats, but against the
Stalinists as well. And this tendency
would attract to itselt all the best ele-
ments that are drawn to or remain
mside the Communist Party on the
bdsis ‘of its revolutionary traditions.
Such a movement would and could enly
have a ]g.rpj__rrcs_sive function. With the

§ g
Stalinists cleared out of the way as an

obstacle and as a separate organisation,

the road would be opened for the form-
ation of an independent revolutionary

party of the working class—the Party+

of the Fourth Tnternational..

—
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