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MILLIONS STARVE
N BRITISH INDIA

MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARE DYING IN THE STREETS OF CALOUTTA
AND BOMBAY. WALTER BRIGGS OF B.U.P. CABLED THAT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
IN CALCUTTA AND BENGAL MAY BE DEAD BEFORE THE NEXT HARVEST,

«IN A SUNRISE WALK I FOUND DEAD PEOPLE ON THE PAVEMENTS BY
THE DOZENS. . . . AT LEAST 150 PEOPLE ARE DYING EVERY DAY IN THE CITY
ALONE, I WAS TOLD BY WELL-INFORMED PEOPLE — DYING FROM STARVATION
AND ITS ACCOMPANYING DISEASES SUCH AS CHOLERA AND DYSENTRY.”

How serious the famine has become,
can be seen from ‘‘Calcutta States-
man’’, which reports that more than
1,200 bodies were disposed of in the
city during the -last six weeks, and
more than 3,500 cases of starvation in
the four weeks ending September 16th.
During the three days from September
17th to the 20th, 585 persons were
taken to hospital, of which 166 died.
This in the city of Calcutta alone, and
the famine is raging in Bengal, Tra-
vencore and Cochin. What is most
outstanding is that it is the poor, the
masses of the workers and peasants
alone, who suffer., Walter Briggs
writes:

| saw 3 and 4 year old children
digging into the rat-pillaged food
scraps from overturned dust-bins,
| saw ageloss women turn hopeless
oyes towards me, too weak even to
bog. Mound the corner an orohestra
laying ''"Swesl Bue'', A&
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BY ROSE CARSON
masses will refuse a loaf of bread. The
real reasons for the famine are hoard=-
ing, high prices and inefficient distri-
bution. In other words the capitalists
and landlords are respomsible for the
famine which is caused by the lust for
profit.

Owing to the lack of a genuine rat-
ioning system, and the lack of import-
ed rice from Siam and Burma, the big
farmers, financiers and speculators are
hoarding wheat, rice-and other staple
foods of the Indian people, so that they
will profit by a further rise in prices.
Most of the available food has been
pushed onto the Black Market by these
profiteers, and-sold at prices completely
out of the reach of the masses

Botweon Septomber 1041 and
1043, the price of controlled whoat
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surely it has the powoer to take meas
ures to put them into offect, Tt can
deal with the starving poople with
machine-guns and bullets, but to deal
with hoarders the masses nro asked fo
believe, they have no power!

_But nothing these miserahlo apolo
gists for British misrule onn say, will
hide the true facts, The imperialists
have attempted to wsholve responsibility
for the calamity, by bluming it on the

Continued on back page.
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VICTORIOUS

10,000 ENGINEERING, ELECTRICAL AND ALLIED TRADES WORKERS OF VICKERS-ARMSTRONG
LTD., BARROW-IN-FURNESS, HAVE RETURNED TO WORK SOLID AND VICTORIOUS AFTER
DAYS STRIKE., ;

BY THEIR SOLID DETERMINATION, UNDER THE CAPABLE MILITANT LEADERSHIP
OF THE STRIKE COMMITTEE, THE BARROW WORKERS
CAPITALIST CLASS, WITH THE AID OF THE TRADE UNION LEADERSHIP, TO HOLD BACK
TEMPORARILY THEIR ONSLAUGHT AGAINST THE WAGES AND CONDITIONS OF THE
WORKERS.,

| That the workers were wvictorious
is clearly shown by the .fact that
they have now won increases ranging
from 3s. 4id. to 88s. The Nafional
Tribunal Award gave no increase to
the time-and-half men and only gave
n miserable increase to the lower paid
workers. Even the consolidation of
this Award for the purpose of earned
bonus would only have granted an
nverage increase of 7/- for the higher
pald workers.

Although it is true that the workers
huve not won their original demands,
they have gained definite concessions,
n lasting unity in their ranks, and-
hnve taught one of the biggest arm-
nment combines a lesson that they
will never forget. )

The workers have pledged them-
solves to come out again if there is
nny legal or illegal victimisation of
leaders.

Although I met and spoke to
hundreds of workers, not one opposed
the strike. Not only among the
workers, but among every section of
the community—white-collar workers,
whop-assistants, shop-keepers, sailors
und goldiers—there was no opposition
to, or criticism of the strikers. The
llon of the Daily Werker and the C.P.
ptrike-breaking leaflets to picture: a
dtuation of growing doubts and
nplits in the ranks were smashed to
pleces by the almost unanimous vote
of 6,000 workers, against 20, in favour
of continuing the strike until their
domands were met, despite the recom-
mendation of their Strike Committee
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BARROW WORKERS

[ By Jimmy Deane

HAVE FORCED THE ENTIRE

(who had the full confidlence of the .the part of the union officials and the

men) that they should return.

Out of 10,000 men and women
strikers, only a-handful scabbed. All
the gates were picketed by the
strikers, and rather than use physical
violence the strikers played a " war
of nerves” on the blacklegs.... One
persistent blackleg was picketed by
2,000 workers, who lined the streets
from the Ship-yard to his home. The
blackleg was marched through the
streets with police protection, and
although he wasn’t touched physically,
he must have had the most terrifying
experience in his life. No wonder he
went home “ill” that afternoon!

Another mass picket was organised
for another persistent scab. Two
members of the Strike Commiitee
formed a guard and marched this
blackleg along the streets crowded
with angry strikers. Hven the bus
conductress put the blackleg off the
bus. He too failed to appear for work
the next day. ¢

At intervals the Strike Committee
published a “Roll of Greatest
Dishonour” which contained the
names of the 7 or 8 who blacklegged.
People who were not participating in
the strike were very hostile to the
blacklegs and did everything to make
their miserable life unbearable.

Probably the most hostile section
of the workers to the blacklegs and
strike-breakers were the women, who
would have torn the scabs, together
with strike-breaker Devine, in pleces,
had it not been the policy of the
Strike Committee to conduct peaceful,
but none-the-less effective, picketing.
The role of the women strikers was
very important, and places the whole
development and role of women in in-
dustry on an entirely different plane.
They played a part equal to the men
in this struggle and revealed a
golldarity = and determination that

bosses to split the male and female
workers, the ranks held solid.

As reported in the last issue of the
“Socialist Appeal” the demand of
the strikers was that the National
Arbitration Tribunal Award 326, which
transferred 20/- from the bonus to the
basic rate; increasing the latter to
66/-, should be consolidated for the
purpose of all bonus earned. This
would have meant an increase of 3/-
to 7/- for all workers on the “premium
bonus” system. Although this Award
was made in March of this year and
was binding upon all firms represented
by the Employers’ Federation.
Vickers-Armstrong did not even im-
plement the published interpretation
of the Award despite the fact that it
gave no increase In wages to the
workers. The rates of wages in
Vickers-Armstrong are amongst the
lowest in the country. The basic rate
for engineers has remained the same
for 29 years, at 46/- for a 47 hour
week....The “premium bonus” system
has been in operation for 40 years.
The local A.E.U. Council of Action
collected 600 pay’ slips over a period
of several weeks, and after all de-
ductions the average wages were
shown to be £2 12s. 6d. These con-
ditions, together with the provocation
by the firm and the cowardice of the
union leadership, forced the workers
to call a halt and conduct a deter-
mined struggle for their demands.

For six months the workers, through
their trade unions, tried to negotiate
a settlement. Every possible channel
of negotiation, both Governmental and
trade union, was -utilised in an en-
deavour to get the implementation of
this Award. During this period, both
the trade union bureaucrats and the
Ministry of Labour officials, knowing
full well the critical situation, ignored
the demands of the workers, Hven
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dinner — and there were seventeen
courses on the menu.”

Here is revealed the glories of the
British Empire—the rich sating them-
selves with 17-course dinners, the poor
dying on the streets in the hundreds
for want of a handful of rice. The
sheer callousness of the wealthy who
amuse themselves with sumptuous
entertainment, while the poor are
dying like flies on the streets can be
likened to the behaviour of the nobles
in the rotting feudal society of France
in the years before the French revol-
ution. The masses gave their reply in
the uprising of 1789.

The anger of the Indian masses is
rising. Processions are being held,
putting forward the demand for food.
And the reply of the ‘‘democratic’’
British government is- bullets. Tn
Jammu 7 people were killed and 9
injured when the Kashmir State police
fired on the demonstrators.

THE CAUSE OF THE FAMINE

The worst aspect of this terrible
gituation, is the fact that the primary
canse of the famine is not an actual
food < shortage. Even the capitalist
press has admitted that there is no
shortage of wheat. And no one will
maintain  that the starving Indian

ey Are Dying of Hunger—in British

These people are dying of hunger.
They are not German slaves in Greece.
They are citizens of the British Empire

out of the reach of th('-“;;;;B;l:mhwmw
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and rice are unobtainable. Appeals by
liberals and charity organisations tq
the administration for aid to avert the
horrible crisis, have failed and have
been answered by the usual evasions.
Sir Azizal Huque, Government spokes-
man in New Delhi, states:

“It was not in the iInterests of
the country as a whole that judg-
ment should be passed now, on the
question as to who were the hoard-
ers and as to why the government
plans were obstructed.”

There is only one section of people
who can hoard large quantities of rice
and wheat: the Big Landlords, and
Financiers and the speculators., They
alone have access to food.
Tt is these people who are responsible
for any obstruction of government
plans (if indeed they had any plans),
because of desire for increased profits.
These people must be branded as the-
criminals directly responsible for the
deaths of thousands of men, women
and children. Sir Azizul Haque is
lying when he says ‘‘it is not in the
interests of the country as a whole’’ to
apportion blame. To hide the truth is

and can only serve the interests of
these profiteers,

And if the Government had plans,
w

in India.

collapsed

frem the famous Calcutta newspaper
“The Statesman” and they show men
and women—one clasping a baby—
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The action of the police in arresting
and jailing 12 miners for non-payfient

of fines has infuriated the whole of
Lanarkshire. The Cardowan pit,
Stepps, near Glasgow, where these

workers are employed, struck work

solid to a man on Thursday morning,
23rd September. Sympathy is so wide-
spread in the surrounding areas thal
on Wednesday 28th September, around
z0 pits had stopped work. About
12,000 miners are on strike.

The union leaders of the Lanarkshire
Miners wunion have condemned the
stoppages and are actively trying to
get the miners back to work. Mr. J.
MeKendrick, President, L.M.U., and
foremost Stalinists along with Abe
Moffat, President of the Scottish
Miners Union, an executive member of
the Scottish C.P. are trying to confuse
the strike issue by blaming it on a
troublesome minority, The capitalist
press are making headlines of the
statements of these two, and a united
attack is being made to demoralise the

india

These pictures were taken

and dying for  want of

food—in the streets of the city.

\\ﬂ radius of 40 miles and pickets have
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miners by stating they are being used
by anti-war elements. This is simply
the new line used by the C.P. to dis-
rupt by lies and slander the ranks of
the trade union movement.

The fines were inflicted upon the
Cardowan® miners on July last. 34
workers were fined for taking part in
a strike in May. Only 6 paid their
fine and it is a likehhood that the
remaining number of the miners will
also be put in jail.

The first arrest took place on Wed-
nesday night, 22nd September and by
Wednesday 29th September, 12 had
been imprisoned. Hundreds of miners
assembled outside Hamilton police
station on the Wednesday morning to
show their solidarity to these fine
militant and courageous miners as they
were being taken to Barlinnie prison.

It is notahle that one of the pits
that struck work in sympathy, Dum-
breck Colliery, Stirlingshire, had won
in September, for the third successive
time,” the County shield for the highest
coal output. Lord Trapprain, Regional
(Coal Controller presented them with a
union jack and at the present moment
it is flying over the pithead.

A mass mecting of miners is to be
held in IMamilten on Thursday 30th
September, to form strike committees
in all the colliories affected and it is
likely a strike bulletin will be issued to
counteract the lies and slanders of the
capitalist press to organise the strike
on a firmer basis. Solidarity is being
sought from the engineering and other
trades. The strike now extends over

been formed to go to other areas and
scek the support of other pits.

Workers! Join with the Lanark-
shire miners in demanding an end to
the vicious Essential Works Order.

Demand the release of the Cardowan
miners and all other workers who are
imprisoned under this imposition.

Tty B SR BdUdlely. dllaerent plane
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in thi.s struggle and revealed a
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ITALIAN WURKEKS

HAD CONTROL

Events in Italy have moved to a
tragic climax- for the workers’ and
peasants’ revolution. The ocoupation
of the greater part of the country by
the troops of the Nazis, and the other
parts by the Allies, has for the time
being, paralysed the social revolution,
which had reached a ripe stage of
development within a few weeks of its
commencement.

The Stalinists and Labour leaders
have maintained a conspiracy of silence
as to the meaning of events in the
Ttalian peninsula. Nowhere have they

explained the meaning of the heroic

steps taken by the Ttalian wosking
class. The formation of Soviets, of
workers’ Militia in the industrial cities
of Northern Ttaly; and in the last few
days hefore the surrender of Badoglio
to the .Allies, the establishment of
workers’ control in ltaly.

_The information that Badoglio had
signed an agreement with the leaders
of the Trade Unions and Workers’

Committees, was published in their
press without comment. What preceded
this agreement was not explained to
the working class. But it is quite
clear from the press, despite the severe
censorship, that when Mussolini fell,
the big capitalists in Italy fled as
rapidly as they could to Spain and fo
Qwitzerland. The workers already had
direct control of many plants; they
had blown open the safes and. started
to investigate the profiteering of the
boss class and thewr fascist gangster
protectors. Tt was this factor alone:

Rem‘r)dune«i.
“ Sunday
Iictorial ¥

Sept. 26th, 1943,

| up as best possible,

that the workers had control, that
forced Badoglio to *‘sign an agreement’’
and give it the appearance of the
granting, of a concession.

But this was not all: the press also
reported that there was to be a Hgov-
ernment investigation into the fortunes
of the fascist politicians.” _ Again,
this was presented as if the Badoglio
government was to make real investi-
gations into the racketeering of the
fasgist bosses. But the facts are that
the workers had already started the
process. DBy smashing up the fascist
offices; by raiding the homes of the
leading fascists and taking the initi-
ative into their own hands, the workers
had ‘commenced the investigations. It
was the workers who discovered the
stores of loot and food; it was the
workers who exposed the graft and
corruption. Badoglio gave 1t a legal
form, only to take the movement oub
of the hands of the workers and cover
the real ramifica-
tions of the graft and .corruption,
which . undoubtedly reached up to the
King and a large number of the new
brand of Ttalian ‘“democrats’’ who have
decided to become Quislings for the
U.S. and British Imperialists.

So strong was the movement among
the workers that the Badoglio govern-
ment was compelled to legalise the
factory committees, which, in great
purf supervised and regulated the
workings of the factories and had con-
trol over the books and accounts of the
factories to check the real profits being
made by the capitalists. Aﬁ these were
the firet stages to the taking of com-
plete power by the working class,

Tt is this movement of the masses
which the ruling class of Italy and of
the Allics regarded with ‘dread and
hatred. 1t was fear of the revolution
which had caused Badoglio and the
King to remove Mussolini, whom they
had  supported and aided. Having
calculated that Germany would be de-
feated, the Ttalian capitalists, finan-
ciers and landowners sold out to
‘democratic’” imperialism in the con-
fident knowledge that they would be
protected from the revenge of the
masses, by the bayonets of Anglo-
American imperialism.

But the events of the last few weeks
have another significance. More than
6 weeks after the fall of Mussolini, the
capitulation of Ttaly was announced.
Yet the Germans were enabled to
occupy the greater part of the country
within a few days. Badoglio had been
negotiating secretly for terms for
weeks. Had the masses been organised

1for resistance the Nazis could never

have taken over with such ease. De-
apite the heroic resistance of the work-

ers in the industrial cities of the North,
Continued on page 2.




|

SOCIALIST APPEAL.

OCTOBER, 1943.

- SHIPWRIGHTS

'DEMAND

WAGE

For the first time since the last war
the Clydeside shipwrights have struck
work in a body. 4,000 to 5,000 workers
wera idle at noon on 20th September,
involving 22 yards.

The strike first developed in the
lower reaches of the Clyde on 26th
August, when 200 shipwrights struck
work for 2 days in support of a demand
for ‘piece work', with® a guaranteed
minimum of time and a third. Ob-
satisfaction, they again
stopped work on 2und September, and
set up a strike committee. The strike
spread throughout the Clyde, and at
a mass meeting of membefs of the
Shipconstructors and Shipwrights As-
sociation at the Partick Burgh Hall,
on the 19th September, a unanimous

taining mno

decision was taken to cease work at
noon the next day in support of their
comrades’ demands.

The decision to strike, was, accord-
ing to a.tradé union official, deplorable
and the press was informed that The

_ strike” was taken in defiance of the
—ad

officials.

For 9 months the shipwrights have
been attempting to obtain a wage
settlément without progress. The two
schemes which they have put before
the employers had been. rejected.

In the lower reaches (Port Glasgow,

. Greenock and Gourock), yards were

picketed, The authorities attempted
to 'intervene, and intimidate the
strikers by summoning them to appear
i’ batches at the Police Station for
questioning, It is widely stated that
one of the questions asked was: “Don't
you know that this strike is illegal and
has not the sanction of the union?”

The shipwrights suffer severely with
a low time rate of £4. 7. 6. By the
very nature of their job they are re-
quired to work out in the epen, and
a period of bad weather knocks down
this amount still lower. As workers
are dependant on Sunday work to get
a. living wage, a rainy Sunday is a
disaster to the outside worker. In
Al el ormactes i
{2k Ak L lies  of the capitali

class by stating the strike wgs o

work of ¢ “irres : the
DNeallasdidet tic S ¢1P01£n-1r]-.bl(?. elements’?,

LIVING

FROM OUR GLASGOW
CORRESPONDENT —

ure of the Stalinists to effciently handle
this job. The paper of big business in
Glasgow, the ‘"Glasgow Herald' actu-
ally sent a reporter to interview the
officials of the Stalinist controlled Nat-
ional Council of Shop Stewards and ask
their attitude towards the shipwrights’
dispute.

The official view of the National
Council of Shop Stewards in reply to
the question of the reporter, was stated
in the “Glasgow Herald’' to be ‘“‘non-
committal.’””, Tmagine a shop st.wards

workers being nen-committal in a
struggle between the workers and re-
actionary employers!

The demand for a minimum rate of
time and a third is a good ome. The
workers from the Blythswood Yard
report that they have been on ‘‘piece
work’, but could only earn 1d. per
hour extra,.

Tn Greenotk, the management of
the men on strike by stating that
unless the strike was over in 4 days
he would shut the yard. The workers
were locked out on the following Sun-
day and although nearly 800 forced
their way onto the job through a side
door, the boss had the power switched
off to prevent them from working.
This manager will not be prosecuted
for holding up production or taken to
the Police Station for questioning,
such a practice is only reserved for
the working class.

I'he apprentices fully supported the
strike and the  Joiners. belonging to
the A.S.W. came out in solidarity.

The refusal of the employers to grant
a Central Conference to discuss the
wage issue, was radically changed as
the strike went on. On the under-
standing that such a conference was
proposed for the coming Monday, the
shop stewards at their meeting on 22nd
Heptemher, accepted a motion by 32
votes to 25 to return to work. At a
mass meeting the next day the motion
was accepted.

The miserable role played by the
union leaders in opposing the: strike
should be properly understood by the
membership. The reformist leader-
_ship in the trade unions are utterly
ncapable of entering into any sharp
struggle with the employlng eclass,
The rise in the amount of unofficial
strik[?lb}',:rﬁsﬂlfybgl‘ea{'ly to the failure of
s ‘ roGovernmient. . Tt is
vital that the labour and trade union

organisations be freed i Falsc
qulic_x'. from such a false

organisation which claims to lead the.

Scott’s tried to set the workers against |

CLYDE SHIPBUILDERS

'SEETHING WITH
'DISCONTENT

Prefabrication in shipping is pene-
trating into the Clyde shipyards. But
the workers are not benefiting from
this technical advance in ship con-
struction. Instead the employers are
raking off the cream and in actual fact
the wages and conditions of shipyard
workers are rapidly deteriorating.

The new method of work has made
price lists completely obsolete. The
fight for new omes by the workers 18
bemg sabotaged by the employers, who
are trying to force’ down the rate for
the joh. With the solid backing of the
Gaovernmient and the acquience of the
union ln;n*ership, shipyard owners feel
really confident . in  squeezing cvery
ounce of lahour from the employees at
the lowest possible wages.

.

For 3 years the riveters have been
attempting te get a suitable agreement
from the employers. At the last con-
ference al Carhisle there was ‘‘failure
to agree’”, and the, jobh was referved
back to the areas. 'The price list on
which the riveters have to operate,
dates back to 1926. (The canlkers was
fixed in 1928). As the riveter is paid
for so much per hundred, the present
replacement of riveting by mass weld-
ing redutes the amount of work which
he is required to do. 1t is said that
the earnings of riveters over the past
7 years have gone down 30 per cent.

At the time of writing the riveters

“of Fairfields yard are on strike. They
have heen ont over a fortnight. The
workers are demanding £1. 0. 10 for

a 100 rivets instead of the 1926 price
of 11/3 per 100. The apprenfices are
out in support ‘of their mates. The
yard manager i1s guite brazen, and re-
fuses to allow the riveters to negotiate
a price for a job. For 3 weeks the
workers asked for a conference and
were ignored. Yet in a local :f_rec-
ment made between the Clyde Ship-
builders Association and Union repre-
sentatives, clause 3 definitely states
that where necessary arrangements on
the price for jobs be made in cach
yard, as the work arises.

The management’s attitude has been
taken to the extreme. There are vary-
ing prices for sterns and bulkheads:
when a stern of a ship is made on the
gronund he ecalls it a bulkhead, and
instead of a riveter receiving 11/3 per
%ungr;ed: 'Ehe worker is reauired to_do
T)e":ll due to the lack of a decent wage,
rillers are seeking a 10 per cent in-
cr‘ea‘?e ;“,P?i.)’. Hole-borers and platers
are fighting against encroachiem+e oo

“your resolution noted'’ to ‘‘the matter
is being attended to,”’ etc. Realising

that il was necessary to push the
¢lnint mow for the 3/- an hour mini-
mum, the wmilitant  workers of the

lower reaches of the Clyde declared a
half day strike, and in a demonstra-
tion numbering 1,500 union members
from Gourock, Greenock and Port
(ilasgow, they marched through the
town and held a meeting at the Port
Glasgow town hall. Men and women
workers comprising riveters, welders,
eanlkers, sheet iron” workers, drillers
ete., all took part. ¥

- e sy
On  Monday, 20th September, Lhe
workers from the wupper reaches
(Glasgow) stopped work as a token
strike for half a day and went to a
mass meeting  at North Hanover
Street. A depitation of 3 Shop Stew-

ards had been appointed to visit the "¢

=

Union Executive and urge them to

take up the agitation for the manimum .

wnge. - Councillor Doherty (1..P.) one
of the depubation put forward a fine,
clear-cut  working class case. The
union leadership have expressed in
advance a cynical outlook on this de-
mand, und like their fellow bureau-
erate of the A.F.U. who held up their
hands in horror when the engineering
workers asked for a 10/- weekly in-
crease, they have stated in advance
that the 3/- per honr rate is impos-
sille to achieve. With such a state-
ment the employers are assured in
advance of a weak-kneed leadership.

Despite the so-called “unolﬁiuinl”
label attached to this deputation by
the union heads and the press, the
National Executive of the Boilermakers
Society was forced by this strong rank
and file movement to meet and diseuss

with the 3 Shop Stewards at their head

office in Newcastle. It is noteworthy
that 3 days after the latest demon-
stration, the employers have hurriedly
agreed to a conference in Glasgow to
discuss new price lists, The view 1s
strongly held by the shipyard workers
that unless their wages and conditians
are greatly improved, they will have
to resort to strike action to solve théir
problems. With the approach of winter
working which involves a short day
and little Sunday work it will be im-
possible to earn a living wage.

Shipbuilding is a profitable business
for the owners. According to the
Auditor General of the Government:
' 39 mnuval crafts built, the profits
were never- lower than 10 per cent,
l.’i" TS 8106 0T TR e
di#mal outlook for
mterview with the
(14/9/43)

coin shows .a
[‘}m worker, In an
Glasgow “Bulletin™
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“Socialist Appeal”
Fighting Fund

The *Socialist Appeal ¥ is the most potent instrument of the
Bolskevilk Leninist Party to strengthen its organisation and spread
its influence among the militant workers of Great Britain. We must
make it a mass working class paper with the new rise of the
Revolutionary tide. Our paper is destined to play a most important
part at this period. Tt must gain support for Bolshevism among the
broad 'masses in the working class. It can exist only with the active
support of thousands of politically advanced workers. It.must find
its way into the hands of new readers. Every militant worker will
regard it as his own paper, will have confidence in it, and respond
to its call, Xt will mould his class consciousness, educate- him and
summon him to the class struggle. The “Socialist Appeak” is
destined to be the “ Pravda” of the British Revolutionary Movement,
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must come ont regularly.

publication of our paper.
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£100 every month.
“ Socialist Appeal.”
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They are- not our friends.

enemies,
sustain it.

To the militant worker we say: It is your paper,
active support—your articles, your
that it can fulfil its task as the guide and leader of our struggle it
Money
ammunition for ik We know that you will help -us with all your
might, hence we do not hesitate to come to you for our help.
certain that you will not begrudge any sacrifice to help the continued

At our National Convention, which has jusf concluded, it was
unanimously decidedl that we open a permanent fighting fund for
our paper. The Conference gave a splendid start with a collection

We ask you, every member, every supporter and sympathiser of
WORKERS' INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE, to become regular sub-
seribers to our fund, start regular collecting groups in your area and
among your friends, and send us the money every week. We need
We will publish the full list each month in the

We do not get secret donations from various Lords and Barons.
Reaiders,
_ come to you for money—silver bullets—to be used against our class
It is your paper, and it is your revelutionary duty to

Long live the " Socialist Appeal.”

4  ADDRESS . ALL COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING THE
¥ “FIGHTING FUND™ AND DONATIONS TO: JOHN BELL,
{ FIGHTING FUND, “SOCIALIST APPEAL” 61, NORTHDOWN
;2'_ STREET, LONDON, N.L 4

¥ GET AN “APPEAL” FIGHTING FUND CARD = AND
i START COLLECTING.

FOR A DOCKERS’' CHARTER
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-?-t)i[e paper, we get interesting inform-
E: an conceriing the struggles of the
workers in the minine and eaoirnasst

We want your
letters and your money. In order

is the most wurgently needed
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you are our friends and we

JOHN BELL.

S pdtpdeddpip s dedrpdedod e

with the E.W.0O. which ‘covers every
port of any consequence with the ex-
ception of Clydeside and Merseyside
are also meagures introduced and oper-
ated against the Dockers. No dbécker
I think has ever heard of the Steve-
dores being suspended for the week
(they call it “burst’’ in Scotland) and
1 have yet to hear of any heavy penal-
ties being the lot of the Stevedores.
The only heavy thing the Stevedore
gets is his profit.

It is necessary for the. dockers at
this stage to pay strict attention to
what is happening in the Union branch,
as the little privileges we still enjoy
are being slowly but surely filched
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a; living wage, a rainy Sunday is a
disaster to the outside worker. In
the -winter, nearly every week this
means a small wage packet.

Sir Patrick Dollan, Labour Faker
No. 1 for Scotland, publicly attacked
these workers and very comfortably
ignoring their wage grievance he spat
out the usual lies of the capitalist
class by stating the strike was the
work of ‘“irresponsible elements’’.
Dellan rapped the C.P. for not main-
taining discipline in industry. In
other words the employing class who
are at present leaning on the C.P. to

break strikes were alarmed at the fail-"

The rise in the amount of unofficial

struggle with the cmploying class.

strikes testily clearly to the failure of
the union executive to lead the strug-
gles of the workers.

The indepondence of the working
class movement is being bartered away
for posts in the Government. It is
vital that the labour and trade union
organisations be freed from such a false
policy.

Demand the withdrawal of all Trade
Union' and Labour Leaders from the
Government |

Build a Militant Trade Union Move-
ment !

NORTHUMBERLAND

MINERS

1,200 miners of the Sleekburn “‘A'’
Pit, Bedlington, struck work on the
17th September and on the 20th Sep-
tember, 1,000 more miners from the
Doctor Pit struck in sympathy,

The National Press and Radic have
reported the strike but neither has
given a true picture of the rotten con-
ditions prevailing in the Sleekburn Pit
which led up to the strike. This col-
liery is one of the most antiquated in
the country. There is very little
mechanisation, and most of the work
including drilling and hewing is done
by hand. Hewers and fillers work in
_seams having a maximum height of
2ft. lin.

Under normal conditions if the gates
are kept well up to the face the work
. of fillers under these conditions is ex-

tromely arduous. Bubt when there is
18ft. of caunch between the face and
the tubs the conditions are unbearable.
This was the direct cause of the strike.
The fillers demanded that the distance
which. they had to cast the coal should
be shortened by employing more
_caunch men to make up the arrears of
stone work at the mine. (The job of
the eaunch men is to strip the roof to
allow the tubs to he pushed into the
working face to enable the fillers to
fill them with coal.)

After a week’s hard work lying on
their sides shovelling the coal down
"to the gate, and then along 18ft, to
the tubs, the fillers pay slips were less
than the guaranteed minimum. On
previous occasions when this had been
the case, the miners were subjected to
the indignity of having to queue for
anything up to 2 hours to interview
the undermanager to have their wages
made up to the guaranteed minimum.
"Having settled the matter with the
undermanager, they had to quene again
at the pay office.

The conditions of the caunch men are
so unattractive that very few workers
. are prepared to do this job entailing

as it does drilling in the rock with

hand drills. - The miners have sug-
- gested to the management that they
alter the conditions of employment of

STRIKE

the stone men to make it more at-
tragtive, but the management refuse
to.do this, in spite of the fact that
it is impeding production to a fre-
niendous degree.

Under these conditions the fillers
suggested that some of them should
be released to work in other pits. This
the management also refused to do.

During the 10 days which the strike
has lasted the management has re-
fused to discuss the grievances with
the men until they returned to work.
They informed Ministry of Fuel offi-
cials that there were 15f{t. of eaunch,
but upon investigation the Ministry’s
representative discovered over 18ft.

Pressure. was brought to bear from
all sources on the striking miners,
from the N.M.A. down to the local
lodge officials to get the men back to
work., Due to the solidarity of the
miners ‘and the support that they re-
ceived from their comrades in the
Doctor Pit, the management was com-
pelled to change its attitude and on
Sunday, 26th September, they met the
lodge officials and the N.M.A. officials.
At this meeting it was agreed that the
men would return to work on the pro-
viso that if no’ satisfactory settlement
of the dispute is reached as the result
of immediate negotiations, 14 day’s
strike notice was to be handed in.

Throughont the dispute the leaders
of the N.M.A. have played a dis-
picable role. Reports in the press
show that they have bent all their
energies during the strike advising the
men to return to work, in spite of the
fact that it is obvious that it was the
management and not the workers who
were responsible for the strike.

The leader of the ‘“Evening Chron-
icle” (20th Sept.) places the respon-

ground he calls it a bulkhead, and
wstead of a riveter receiving 11/3 per
hundred; the worker is reguired to da
the job for 7/-. y

In J:u-sl, shipyards scltions of work-
ers are provoked into strike action each

i week ‘due to the lack of a decent wage.

Drillers are seeking a 10 per cent in-
crease in pay. IHole-borers and platers
are fighting against encroachments on
their wage standards. At another
yard, where welding has nearly ousted
riveting, the employer has reduced the
welders rate from 2d. per foot to 1d.
and is asking boys to do the work.

Dissatisfied with the National Exe-
cutive of the union, the 19,000 Scottish
members of the Boilermakers Society
are pressing forward through their
Shop Stewards for a 3/- per hour
mimimum wage. For many months
branches hatve tried to move the lead-
ership into action on the wage ques-
tion, but the replies have varied from

%

Auditor General of the Government:
of, 32 naval crafts built, the profits
wére never- Jower than 10 per cent,
a sometimes, reached 90 per cent.
-l?gm Brown's akow a profit of £3605,864
for the year ending March 3lst ,1943.
Tlie other side of the coin shows a
digmal outlook for the worker. In an
interview with the Glasgow ‘‘Bulletin”
(14/9/43) a managing director of a
West of Scotland shipyard said that
next year his yard will be so organised
that manpower will be cut down by
30-50 per cent, and output speeded up
by 50 per cent. Costs of shipping will
be reduced to two-thirds. He very
carefully refrained from dealing with
workers' wages. If we remember, too,
that in a statement in parliament it
was said that the whole of the” Mer-
chant IMeet could be built in 1 year,
with the 25 years average life of a
ship, it can be assumed that work will
be available for shipyard workers every

quarter of a century.

ITALIAN

WORKERS

HAD CONTROL

Continued from page 1.

their lack of equipment and organis-
ation, together with the bewilderment
and demoralisation of the soldiers, led
to a collapse. Milan was conguered by
1,500 German soldiers and 12 tanks;
Como by 85 German soldiers, Venice
by 2 E-boats. So it was in all the
industrial cities of the North.

Thus it is clear that the TItalian
capitalists .and militarists deliberately
hetrayed the newly aivakened workers
into the hands of Hitler. Terrified by
the threat from the workers, they
apparently believed that to send them
to school to Hitler for the time being
would cure them of their aspirations
towards Socialism.

But the actions of the Allies, who
murderously hombarded the Northern
cities and laid waste the anti-fasecist
and socialist strongholds of the work-
ing class in Milan, Turin, ete., would
cate that they were not at all dis-
appointed at the developments as a
temporary stop-gap. 'The.British and
American rulers are not at all averse
to having their dirty work carried ount
by Himmler and the 8.8, troops.
Churchill’s speeches make no seeret of
his fears of the revolution in Italy
which he terms “‘anarchy’. To set the
British . and American soldiers to

sibility for the loss of production on
“the human element’’ which “‘has once |
again intruded in the form of strikes’. |
“‘Some sections of the miners,” they |
say, ‘‘seem to have forgotten that as
the employers have been deprived of
the weapons of the lockout or individ-
ual dismissal, the obligation is upun|
them to reciprocate.”  But it is the |
hosses not the miners who are respon-
sible for loss of production as the
Sleekburn “A’’ strike has shown,

destroy the - Factory Committees the
Soviets, and workers’ rights, would not
be such an easy task. It would embody
the danger of the complete demoralis-
ation of the British and American
arnlies, and the spreading of revolu-
tionary feelings to their ranks.

The Nazis are doing the dirty work,
British and American imperialisim cal-
culated on driving the Nazis out fairly
rapidly and oceupying these areas be-
fore the Soviets can-be recoustituted.

And as in Sicily, so in Ttaly, Amgot

iwill be clamped down on the Ttahan
masses,

The military rule of British
and American imperialism under which
the Sicilijan people are deprived of
“political ™ activities’’, and where the
fascist administration has been pre-
served virtually intact, will be trans-
ferred to the Italian. mainland.

The Ttalian revolution has
caught between the hammer of the
Axis and the Anvil of the Allies, In
thiz situation, no words can adequately
condemn the foul role played by Stalin-
ism and the Socialist parties’ in the
[talian revolution. By their echo of
the imperialist demand for *‘‘Uncon-
ditional Surrender’’, by sowing illus-
ions in Allied aims, they assist in the
martyrdom of the Ttalian workers and
peasants.

The statement of Roosevelt” and
Churchill  hailing Badoglic as the
“liberator’’ of Ttaly from fascist serv-
itude, is a conscious attempt to
deceive the workers of Britain and
Ameriea,

been

indicate that they were not at all dis- |

The fitst stage of the ltalian revol-
ution” has ended in defeat. But the
Italian workers will rise again in the
coming months and years together with
the workers of all Europe. According to
Pietro | Troves, right wing Socialist
leader, writing in “‘Labour Discussion
Notes™ for August, of the six demo-
cratie and workers’ parties which made
their appearance on the fall of Musso-
lini, the only party which stood for
the Socialist Republic was the Italian
Trotskyist Party., Under the banner
of the Fourth International the work-
ors will avenge the erimes of capitalism
and establish a new world in which the
horrors of fascism and war will be
banished forever in a Socialist Europe
and a Socialist World,

FOR A DOCKERS’ CHARTER

To the Editor,
‘“Soclalist Appeal'’.
Donr Comrade, !

Through the columns of your valu-
able paper, we get interesting inform-
ation concerning the struggles of the
workers in the mining and engineering
imdustries for improving-conditions and
for the retention of what little demo-

eratic vights remain. This was follow-
ed up by a report’ on the recent
Dockers strike 1 Merseyside, and
this teaches us, a very important
lesson; We could by the utilisation
of the ‘' Appeal’ columns bring

to the attention of the whole of Dock-
land the many grievances and: disputes
that take place and attempt to formu-
late some plan around which the dock-
ers could crystalise their efforts in an
all out drive for improved conditions.

A Docker's Charter.

Discontent 1s very rife in Dockland,
but it 1s so far apathetic and localised
one port does mot know what is hap-
pening in another, owing to the rigid
censorship and the conspiracy of sil-
ence maintained by the capitalist
press,  Information regarding strikes
or disputes in one locality invariably
reaches us after a lapse of many weeks,
and even then, only through the med-
ium of some working class paper, and
this creates many difficulties. For ex-
ample: a strike may take place in one
port, and. dockers at another port who
are mobile may be sent there unaware
of any dispute, they arrive and find
themselves ‘“‘on the spot’’ for they
have the alternative of *‘scabbing’’ on

their own T.U. members, or refusing |

to work and so leave themselves at the
mercy of the reactionary E.W.0. I
believe incidents of this kind have
happened at some of the big ports and
information of this kind would be: very
welcome from some of your Docker
readers,

Again, the apathy and the feeling of
frustration is brought about by the
treacherous role of the T.U. leadership.
Every move the docker makes in his
struggle against “the  Stevedore is
blocked time and time again by the
T.U. officials, which demonstrates™ in
no uncertain fashion that the T.U.
leaders gre nothing more than ‘the
agents ol the boss in the ranks of the
working class,

The Dock Labour Scheme coupled

Wwihdb 1s llappollliig 111 L0e V1oL DEAICH
as the little privileges we still enjoy
are being slowly but surely filched
away, through various committees,
National ‘Area and Tocal.  Every® time
a rate has to be negotiated for a cer-
tain eargo or a claim for dirty or sal-
vage money you will find the T.U.
official agreeing with the Stevedore’s
representative in cutting the rate to
the very minimum; in fact from ex-
perience the docker has a much bigger
light against the T.U. official than he
has agaimst the Stevedore. Their
tactic 1s the age long one of divide the
men and create dissention. Of course,
as the local official is appointed by the
bureaucrats at Transport House and
not democratically clected to the pos-
ition by his T.U. branch, he must play
ball with Transport House or they will
replace him by someone else prepared
to carry oul their reactionary policy,
just as the bureancrats are playing ball
with the bosses nationally (Bevin's
£5,000 a year).

This class collaboration has created
havoe in Dockland and in every indus-
try m every part of the country and
we must find means to end it, so let
us hear from the Dockers in every

Port. Fraternally yours,
¢ Shings Ashore.”

FROM C.P. CONVENOR

To the Editor, “Socialist Appeal.”
Dear Sir,

I note in your September issue
under the heading of ‘ Aircraft
Strike Victory,” you quote me as

having stated to the Shop Stewards'
Committee meeting that my party—
“had pursued a wrong policy in the
recent strike.” might I point out that
this is incorrect. What I did say was
that the Works Committee had made
a mistake in not ealling a meeting of
Shop Stewards immediately to discuss
the question.

In addition your statement that, -
“the Stalinists are on the retreat,”
Is also incorrect, as one of the leading
members offered to put the C.P. policy
on strikes to any block meeting in
the factory. This challenge, to date,
hag not been accepted.

Hoping you will give this denial the
same publicity,

I am, Yours, ete,
.W. J. McLAUGHLIN.

Chair:

MASONIC HALLS,

WORKERS’ INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

PUBLIC MEETING

TED GRANT Editor “Socialist Appeal

ALEC RIACH

WHICH WAY FOR EUROPE—
SOCIALISM CR BARBARISM

On SUNDAY, 17th OCTOBER, 1943, at 7 p.m.
QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION

100 West Regent St,
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EDITORIAL

Ik'nd the Truce
l.abour to Power

Fvuuts of the past few months have provoked uneasiness and
iscontent nmong the masses in Lritain. The rising tide of bitter-
e il disilinsionmenit_has been expressed in a series of strikes
i erent parts of the country. Nearly every area and nearly
pviry lidustry has seen some sporadic movement of protest among
(e workiers,  This feeling has been expressed politically in the
sty move towards Labour on the part of the bulk of the
prspiitintion,
i the Tory government,

e workers are well aware of the big profits which are being
e by the capitalists in all branches of industry, especially those
vomnected with the “ war effort”. . Meanwhile the cost of living has
been stendily inereasing far abave the level of increase in wages,
which nre mainly obtained by the increased hours worked by the
sy ol the workers, and the fact that wives and children are
working. To this must be added the strain of Home Guard, fire-
witehing and pll the other burdens imposed om the workers.
Katlonkog and Income Tax have all contributed to the fall in the
standard of Hiving, while the ruling class still continue to live on
much the wime stundurd as they did before the war. Meanwhile
the wons widd brothers of the workers in the Forces are compelled
to fight for totally Inndeguate wages and allowances for their
wives and ehildron, !

The epldemie of stellees nre o warning addressed to the ruling
clss,  They mark the fiest rumble of discontent among the masses.
Especinlly i this so of the strikes among the miners, which
have not been round the guestion of wages primarily, but against
the attempts to Jull miners for “ absenteeism,” to force youths
down the mines——ungninst the Essentinl Works Order. In that
sense these strellies have o * political character.” © They are the
expression of the Inok of confidence which the masses feel in the
capltalint, governmoent,

It In not only conditions on the Home Eront which have produced
this chunge of mood mmong the working class but events in the
war il the repercussions of foreign policy. With the victories
of the Red Army wwd the growing strength of Anglo-American
imperdalism, the masses have begun to feel themselves less
menneed by the threeat from Hitler and have begun to regard
more eritically, the actions of British imperialism. The distrust
of thg workers in Amgot and other means, wherechy Britich
~ imperinlism intends to perpetuate the rule of reaction on the

Fairopenn continent, has been expressed by the “ Left” Labour
M P u st oa Shilnwall and TYhosr hayva cehnlzon

Anotnrin Povan

The masses are demonstrating their lack of confidence |

PROBLEMS OF THE ITALI
REVOLUTION

Thirteen years ago, two years be-
fore Hitlér's advent to power, a
group of Ialian Left Communists
asked Trotsky’s opinion on ‘a number
of important guestions, among them
the class nature of the revolution
against faseism, and the character
of a ““transitional’’ period in Ttaly
following the overthrow of fascizm.
These are immediate burning ques-
tions today. Despite the lapse of
yvears, Trotsky's answer retaing full
validity in all its-essentials.

Here is what Leon Trotsky wrote
on May 14, 1930 in reply to a ques-
tion about the elass nature of the
revolution against fascism:

SOCIAL CHARACTER OF
ITALIAN REVOLUTION

L2

“You deny the possibility of a
bourgeois revolution in Italy and in
this you are absolutely edrrect. His-
tory hasn’t the capaeity for furning
back a considerable number of pages
each denoting a decade. The Cen-
tral Committee of the Italian Com-
munist Party uged to try to skate
around this question by declaring

_that the revolution wm.lh_:i be neither

bourgeois nor proletarian but a
‘people’s’ revelution. This is a
mere repetition of the answer given
at the beginning of our century by
the ' Russian Populists (MNarod-
niki) to the question of what will he
the nature of the revolution against
Gzarism. This is the same answer
that the Comintern has given anil
continues to give with respect fto
China and India. It is a pseudos
revolutionary rehashing of the
social-democratic theory of Otte
Bauer and others, a theory pro=
claiming that the state can rise
above the classes, i.e., be neither
bourgeois nor proletarian. This
theory is fatal for the proletariat
and for the revolution. In China it
turned the proletariat into cannon
fodder for the bourgeois counter=
revolution.

“Tyery greal revolution in hisd
tory is a people's revolution in the
sense that the entire people enters
into the channel of the revolution:
The 'Great French Revolution and
the October revolution were people's

revolutions in the full sense of the
term, But -the former wak hour-
geois inasmuch as it established pri-
vate property whereas the latter
was proletarian inasmuch g it abo-
lished private property

“Omly hopelessly  belated = petty=
bourgeois revolutionists  wre  stll
capable of envisaging nowadays the
perspective of neither hourgeois nor
proletarian rovolutions hut a

‘people’s’  (i.e., pebiy-hourgeois)
one.  But in the mmperialist epoch

oapahla nak anlg el dswding by yeo-

volution but of playing an indepen-
dent role in it."’

With regard to the ‘‘transitional’’
period in I[taly after the downfall of

the {n-l‘t‘\‘ hourgeoisie is utlerly. ins, ©

LEON TROTSKY

agreement with yeu—that such a
perspective 1s not excluded, But it
can manifest itself not as the pro-
duect of a hourgeois revolution hut
as the abortion of the proletarian
revolution, which had uot fully mat-
ured and which had not been
brought to its conclusion. TIn the
event of .a profound revolutionary
crisig and mass battles in the course
of which, however, the proletarian
vanguard proves as vet incapable of
coming to power, the bourgeoisie
might restore its rule on ‘demo-
crotic’ foundations,

A PHASE OF THE
COUNTER-REVOLUTION

“Ts it &Jermissih]e to say, for in-
stance, that the existing German
(Weimar) Republic is the congunest
of a bourgeois revolution? Such a
characterisation would be absurd.
What took place in Germany in
1918-1919 was a proletarian revelu-
tion which for -lack of leadership
was doceived, betrayed and crushed.
The bourgeois counter-revolution,
however, was forced to adapt itself
to the situation created hy the
crushing of the proletarian revol-
ution and to assume the form of a
parliamentary ‘democratic’ republic.

C

‘my life!
"BY LEON TROTSKY |

RS0 A ST T e

DEWEY REPORT on the
scow Trials

‘Te  momethine - cimilar  (wathin

one’s way. As I see it, there are
no disagreements on this score
among us,

MARXIST ATTITUDE TO
DEMOCRATIC SLOGANS

“Does this mean that we, Com-
mnnists, reject in advance any and
all democratic slogans, and, gener.
ally, all transitional and preparatory
slogans, and limit ourselves solely
to the slogan of the dictatorship of
the proletariat? This would be
hopeless sectarian doctrinairism. We
do not at all think that the prolet-
arian dictatorship is separated from
the fascist regime by a single revol-
utionary leap. We do not at all
deny a transitional périod with its
transitional demands, including de-
mocratic demands. With the aid of
these transitional slogans, which al-
ways open up the road for the pro-
letarian dictatorship, the commun-
ist vanguard must conquer the en-
tire working class to its side, while
the working class as a whole must
rally around it all the oppressed
masses of the nation.

“I do not exclude even the slogan
of a Constitvent Assembly which
under certain conditions can bhe im-
posed by the course of the struggle,
or more correctly, by the process of
the revolutionary awakening of the
eppressed masses.  On the broad
historieal scale, i.e., from a per-
spective of a whole number of yvears,
the fate of Italy is undoubtedly con-
centrated in the alternative: fascism
or communism? But to assert that
this alternative has already today
become the conscious attainment of
the oppressed classes in the nation
ia obviously to indulge in wishful
thinking and to consider as solved
the colossal task which still fully
confronts the weak Communist
Party. 2

“Should the revolutionary crisis
unfold, say, in the conrse of the
next few months—under the influ-
ence of the economic orisis on the
one hand, and under the impact of
the  revolutionary impulse from
Spain on the ofher, then vast masses
of toilers, not only peasants but
nlpo  workers would undoubtedly
advance alongside of economie
demands, democratic slogans
(freedom of assembly, of the press,
coalitions, unions, déemocratic repre-
sentation in parliament, municipal-
tties, ete.). Daes it mean that a
communist party must reject these

* DEMOGRATIC '
CHARLATANISM

“"While advancing one or another
set of democratic slogans, we must
irreconcilaply fight against all forms
of democratic chariaianism. Such
low-grade charlatanism is repre-
sented by the siogan of the Itatian
social-democracy: ‘‘The Democratic
Republic of the Toilers.'" The toil-
ers’ republic .can be only the olass
state of the proletariat, The ‘De-
mocratic Republic’ is only a masked
rule of the bourgeoisie. The com-
hination of the two is a naive petty-
bourgeois illusion of thes social-
democratic rank and file (workers,
peasants) and deliberate treachery
on the part of the social-democratic
leaders (all these Turatis, Modig-
lianis, and their ilk). TLet me once
again remark in passing that I was
and remain opposed to the formula
of a “‘National Assemhly on the basis
of worker-peasant committees’ pre-
cisely  becanse this formula ap-
proaches the social-democratic slp-
gan of the ‘Democratic lToilers’ Re-
public’ and, consequently, can rend-
er extremely difficult for us the
struggle against the social demo-

‘crata.

THE THREAT OF SOGIAL-
DEMOCRATIC BETRAYAL

“The assertion of the official
leadership (of the Comintern) ta the
effect that the social-demoeracy no
longer exists politically in Italy is
a eonsoling  theory tor optimistie
tunctionaries who see ready-made

conquests where it is still a qnestion
Fascism did

only of great tasks.
not liquidate the social-democracy

. but on the contrary has conservea

it. In the eyes of the masses the
social-democrats do” not bear the
direct responsibility for, the regime
whose victims they are to a certain
extent. This gains them new ‘sym-
pathies or strengthens the old ones:
At a certain moment
democracy will coin political | eur-
rency from the hlood of Mattegtti
Just as proficiently as Rome ¢oins
Christ's blood. It is not at all ex-
cluded that in the initial period of
the revolutionary crisis the leader-
ship can turn out to be concentrated
chieflly in the hands of the social-
democracy. If large masses are
drawn immediately into the crisis,
and if the communist le

conducts a correct policy,

the social-

ership
en the

social-democracy can be rediced to

a cipher within a brief period of
time. But this is a task and not
a conquest already attained. One
oannot leap over this task: one must
=olve it, .

BLuNnEm_a OF THE
GOMINTERN

““Let me recall’ in “passing that
Finndiass canil okt fl -t gas sty ek o
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“~ jmperialism intends to perpetuate the rule of reaction on the

in Europe.

menaced by the threat from Hitler and have begun to regard
more critically, the actions of British imperialism. The distrust
of thﬁ workers in A.mgut and other means; wherchy British

European continent, has been expressed by the “ Left ” Labour
M.P.s, such as Shinwell and Aneurin Bevan. They have spokel'l
under the pressure of the masses. The decision of the T.U.C.
against Vansittartism was an even clearer indication of the r_ﬂa.l
moad of the working class at the present time, 'l‘h(_)ugt.l hating
fascism with all their might, the working class is mst:mptwel_y
refusing to identify the German and Italian workers with their
Nazi and Fascist over-lords. >

The obvious intemtion of the ruling class to s:hﬂe and destroy
the movement of the masses in Eurcpe is becoming clearer every
day. - Far from waging a war against [ascism, as Churct_till
cynically proclaims, they are prepared to do a deal not only \_mth
the fascist Badoglio but with all the puppets and satellites of Hitler

As they advance into Europe sa do the intercsts of the financiers
became nakedly exposed. The rate of exchange between the pom}d
and the lire.has been fixed as 400 to the pound in Italy, as in
Sicily. 'Thus the “liberation” of Italian territory leads imme-
diately to an increase in the misery of the ltalian masses :wlm
are compelled to bear the burdens of their masters’ crimes in a
ateep rise in prices. The big capitalists and landlords who sup-
ported fascism, are under the protection of the Allied armies,
which have guaranteed to safeguard private property. Uorn_n-]entw
ing on Badoglio joining the Allies the paper of the Army military
caste comments:— _

“, .. The Itallans are quibbling about the rate of 400 lire to
the pound sterling.

Before Italy was our ally the army could commandeer type- |

writers, printing presses and paper. Now that Italy is our
Ally we must be most careful, and in some cases pay for
these things ” (!) - :

“ Many Italians are under the impression that because they
say ‘ Now we are your allies’ they are going to spare their
country the retribution whichi a just victor normally demands
{rom a defeated enemy, and which a defeated enemy expects.”’

— “ News Chronicie ” Sept. 29th, 1943.

Thus the capitalists attempt to unload the responsibility-for the
crimes of Mussolini and the Italian capitalists onto the .shoulders
of the Italian people. And under the guise of “ retribution,” they

intend to plunder and exact tribute from the Italian masses in

the interests of the British capitalists. yl. :

Meanwhile in India, British imperialism is providing a picture
of the wonderful world they will construct in the event of victory.
Famine as ghastly in its consequences as the famine provgked by
war and the Nazi occupation of Greece and other countries, has
broken out in India. A famine that is completely unnecessary and
could easily have been-avoided—a famine for which the complete
responsibility rests on the shoulders of British Imperialism. News
of starvation, suppressed by the Indian censors was already
leaking out of the country months ago, yet the only action
apparently taken, was the attempt to hide the seriousness of the
situation. Now that it has developed into a terrible catastrophe
it is mo longer possible to hide the horrors of the famine from
the world, but still no emergency confiscation and reqmsltmnu}g
of food from the big landlords and capitalists is taking place in
India.

Meanwhile preparations are being completed for the terrific
slaughter which Anglo-American imperialism expects in the battles
which impend with Germany and Japan. TUp to now th
imperialists have utilised the slaughter on the Eastern Front to

-series  of

complete their preparations for the final struggle for the mastery

Continued next column.

one. But in the imperialist .1"1)1?(';:1
the petty bourgeoisie is utterlg. i,

onpahla sekoamlpe oo Bos Qs e &
volution but of playing an indepen-
dent role in it.”’

With regard to the ‘‘transitional’’
period in Ttaly after the downfall of Hg
fascism, a question closely linked certain extluded
with the foregoing, Trotsky wrote: for Italy? No, it 18 not. The en-

TWO DIAMETRICALLY thronement of fascism came as a

result, of the 1920 proletarvian revol-
OPPOSED CONCEPTIONS ution which was not carried to its
“Tirst of all it is necessary. to conclusion. The fascists can be
pose clearly the®uestion—a trans- overthrown only by a new proletar-
itional peried from what to what? ion revolution. Bhould this again
A transitional period between a not be carried to its conclusion
bourgeois (or people’s’) revolution (owing to the weakness of the Com-
and the proletarian revolution—that munist Party, the manoeuvres and
is one thing. A transitional period het-rn_\“:}]s of the social-democrats,
between the fascist dictatorship and the Freemasons, the Catholics),
the proletarian dictatorship—that is then the ‘“transitional’ state which
something else again. In accord- . the counter-revelutionary hourge-
ance with the first conception on oisic. would be compelled to create
the order or the day is a bourgeois after the foundering of the fascist
revolution and one must fix the form of its rule could not be any-
place of the proletariat in it, and thing (‘[H(_’ but a parliamentary anL!
only after this will there open up democratic state. 3
the transitional period to* the pro- _‘What in reality is the political
letarian revolution., According to aim of ‘t.lw anti-fascist concentra-
the other conception, at issue is a tion ? Foreseeing the collapse of the
battles, social shocks, fagcist state, as a consequence of
changing situations, and partial the rising of the proletariat and,
turns which comprise the stage of generally, the oppregsed iJﬂ'_l|)|.lJ]':ll'
the proletarian- revolution. Thero masses, ”Il—‘ concentration 18 malking
might be several such stages. But preparations to chack this move-
hetween them there cannot and will ment, to paralyse and, vob it hy
not be either a bourgeois revolution passing off the victery of refurbish-
or the mysierious hybrid of a ed counter-revoiution as the victory
‘people’s’ revolution. of the democratic bourgeois revolu-
“‘Does this mean that Ttaly might

tion. ‘ :
not again turn for a certain time “If one does not constantly keep
into a parliamentary .state or be- in mind this dialectic of living
come a ‘democratic republie’? T

(within

similar
limits of course)

something

social forces, then it is possible to
consider — apparently in complete become hopelessly confused and lose

of the globe. Now they are getting ready for decisive intervention,
Millions more will be killed in the struggles yet to come,

The Labour and Trade Union leaders have argued that it was
necessary to enter the government for the purpose of * fighting
fascism.” Yet it is clear to those who are willing te examine the
question, that British impeMialism is waging the.a war for the
purpose of defending and enriching the capitalist class. In
foreign affairs and at home it is the interests of the b:mks{ and
monopolies which dictates the policy of the government. Every
worker wishes to see the defeat of Hitler and his crew of
gangsters. But they wish to destroy fascism once and for al_l.

But to support the capitalist class is to make sure of the victory
of fascism and reaction at home and, abroad. If the Labour

leaders were to end the infamous capitulation to the bankers and

industrialists—the so-called Coalition—they would gain the over-
whelming support of the masses. By launching a fighting appeal
to the working class on a programme of demands such as that
presented by the “ Socialist Appeal,” Labour would win an absolute
gnajority at a gemeral election which would be farced on the
Government. Such a programme would lead to the destruction
of fascism and to a Socialist Europe and Asia. To a world of
peace and plenty without the nightmare of war, fascism, unem-
ployment and misery through abolishing the cause of these
afflictions: the capitalist system.

Workers International League believes that.only a revolutionary
Socialist Party can carry through such a programme. But the
workers do not yet support our party. Only through their own
experience will the masses become convinced of the correctness of
our point of view and rally to our orgamisation. The next step
forward in the struggle against reaction and towards Socialism

lies in fighting to end the cealition and for Labour to take Power.

agvance  alongalae . or  economie
demands, democratic slogans
(fréedom of assembly, of the press,
coalitions, unions, democratic repre-
sentation in parliament, municipal-
ities, ete.). Does it mean that a
communigt party must reject these
demands? On the contrary. Tt must
invest them with the most audacious
and resolute meaning. The revoli-
tionary dictatorship cannot be im-

posed upon the popular masses. Tt
can be realised in life only by con-
ducting the strugglo—the “entire
struggle for all the transitional de-
mands, tasks and needs of the
masses—at  the head of these

masses,

BOLSHEVIK POLICY OF 19017

“Let me- recall that Bolshevism
by no means came to power under
the abstract slogan of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. We fought
for the Constituent Assembly much
more resolutely and boldly than all
the other parties. We gaid to the
peasants:
tribution of land?  Our agrarian
programme goes much further. But
no one ‘except us will assist you
peasants in realising the equal nse
of the land. Tor this you must
support the workers.” In regard to
the war we said to the popular
masses: ‘Our communist task is the
war against all oppressors. But you
are not ready to go so far. You are
striving to break out of the imper-
inlist war. No one except us Bol-
sheviks will help you achieve this
task.’

“IL do not touch here at all upon
the guestion of what should he the
central slogans of the transitional
period in Ttaly, right- now in the
vear 1930. Tn order to ovutline the
proper slogans, and to effect correct
and timely chamges, it is necessary
to be far better acquainted with
Italy’s internal life and to be far
closer to her toiling masses than is
possible for me. Here, in addition
to the correct method, it is also
necessary to be ahle to listen to the
masses. 1 want here simply to in-
dicate the general place of trans-
itional demands in the struggle of
communism against fascism, and,
generally, against hourgeois society.

‘You demand equal dig- -

rolve ol ol
BLUNDERS OF THE
COMINTERN

“Let me recall” in “poassing that
Zmoviev, and later tho Manuilskys
and Kuusinens, have already an-
nounced on two or three occmsions
that. the German social-democracy
no longer exists in essenco, In 1085
in a statement to the French purty,

written by the flighty Losoveky,
the Comintern announcod that the
[rench Socialist Party has  come
pletely departed from the w#oone.
Against ‘this lightmindedoness  the
Left Opposition protested resolutoly
onch time,  Only boobien or tealtors
will seek to instil in the proletarian
vanguard of Ltaly the idon that
[talian  wocinl-demovrney  onn no
longer play the rolo analagous to
that |l||l_\'|‘|l |l_\ the German social -
democracy 1 relation o the German
revolution of 1918

Yt may be objected Vet inoes-
much as the wocinl-domocrnoy has
already deceived and botrayed the
Ttalian proletariat (in 1920), it will

not succeed in repenting its tronch-

ery. Illusions! Self-deception! In
the course of its entire history the
proletariat has been decoived many

times, first by liberalismn and then

by social-democracy,

_ ““Apart from everything olse, it
15 impermissible to forget that since
1920 a decade has passed; und since
the vietory of fascism—8 years. Ten
and twelve-year-old hoys and girls,

who witnessed the fascist activities
of 1920-22, comprise today the new
generation of workers and peasants
who will struggle most selflessly

against the fascists, but who lack,

however, political experienco, Com-

munists will come in contaot with

the masses themselves only in the
course of the revolution itself, and

in the best case they will require

number of months in order to oxpose

and .abolish the social-demooraocy,

which | repeat, was not liquidated

by fascism, but on the contrary oon-

served.” (Published in Septomber-

October 1930 issue of the Bulletin

of the Russian Opposition. 'T'rans-

lated hy John G. Wright).
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SOCIALIST APPEAL.

OCTOBER, 1943.

« Barrow Strikers Win" was the
headline in the Daily Hxpress the day
after the Barrow workers returned to
work. And that headline correctly
gummed the position up: The BarTow
workers achieved na definite and far
reaching victory. All the Va.ttempts
of the ®hoss class in their sour
editorials and  press despatches:
minimising the importance of the
Barrow victory will delude mno-one,
least of all the bosses.

The capitalist class have given this
strike mueh publicity and a good deal
of thought; and they will continue to
study it intensively from every angle
so that they can counter the moves
of the working class in the coming
days. So will the trade union ldaders.
gerious socialist workers and indus-
trial militants' will also study it, not
only for itself—its organisation, ete.,
put for its reactions upon the em-
ployers, the state, the union officials,
the Stalinists and upon the workers in
other parts and trades.

The strike lasted 18 days and in-
* volved approximately 9,500 workers in
the AEU. ETU. and allied trades.
The workers wanted more Wages and
the igssue was fought around the in-
terpretation and application of the
infamous Arbitration Award 326.

The workers at Barrow showed re-
sentment towards this award and the
interpretation  given by  Messrs.
Vickers Armstrong at Barrow from
the beginning. For six and a half
months, they tried by negotiations,
appeals and partial struggles to gain
a wage increase of a few shillings a
week from the Vickers combine, but
with no avail. Whilst they continued
to. pursue their demands through
the legal channels, the workers claim
that the bosses laughed at them and
blocked every move; the Government
grunted and fobbed them off; and the
leaders of the respective trade unions
made the usual excuses. The workers
tried to get their grievances redressed
through the mass of legal machinery.
They were patient and trusting.
Nobody ~can deny this. But,
blocked and exasperated at every turn,
they were finally provoked into with-
drawing their labour—the last resort
of a worker who is prepared to fight
for his rights. The responsibllity for
this step is on the shoulders of the
Government and its backers: big
business. :

It was only at the end of the 21
days’ notice that the Masters’
Federation #nd; the ABEU. ~who had
found . innumerable: excuses not to

e . ek ammwnotatinn

slon and implemented their strike
notice.. It is generally admitted, now,
that it was the strong stand taken
by the Barrow workers which was
responsible for the hustle; and for the
fact that the Arbitration Tribunal
gave its findings, bum as they were,
in the quickest award anouncement In
industrial history. _ 3

BARROW TOWNS-PEOPLE
SUPPORT STRIKERS

The strikers had the full support of
all other sections of workers in the
town. This is clear from capitalist
and socialist observers alike.

The only hostility was directed
against the scabs. They were glven a
dog's life by every one in town.

Collections were taken In British
resturaunts and numerous other
places in town; places of amusement
were opened to the strikers, and a
friendly atmosphere even permeafted
the middle class of Barrow.

In a very lilited sense, it appears
that there were even elements of dual
power, For when Sir Charles Craven
requested the Strike Committee . to
meet him at the Conference rooms at
Vickers to discuss the release of
certain key men to complete a job,
the Strike Committee replied, that if
| he wanted to discuss anything with
| them he would have to come to their
{ strike headquarters and discuss it
there which he was forced to do, and
then his request was refused.

The strong influence of the strikers
was demonsirated in another way by
the friendly spirit between the local
police and the pickets and by-a
friendly speech directed towards them
by the Labour Lord Mayor, at
a period when Mr., Bevin - as

representative of the central
Government was breathing fire and
thunder against the strikers and
against the “ Trotskyites ”

The women folk who were not
working, or in other jobs together with
the women strikers were as solid as
oak. The sailors and soldiers were
friendly and did not react to the
“ letting the hoys down " stuif.

Regular bulletins were issued by the
Committee informing the workers of

the Committee’s activities, and what
support = from other parts of the
country was forthcoming. These

pulletins were pasted up in prominent
places in town and circulated fiom
hand to hand, They. included the “Roll
of Greatest Dishonour,” naming the
few &cabs and also replied effectivaly
to all the attacks directed against the
policy of the Committee. They warned
e o aation. particularly from

great respect.
who included Trevor
Chevons of the Daily . Express and
Daily Telegraph had a regular press
conference with the Strike Committee
and they treated Councillor Trewartha
as a serious and level-headed fighter,
and not as a * wild-eyed irresponsible’
as they are wont to treat militant
worker leaders.

ESSONS OF THE

-
By JOCK HASTON

BARROW STRIKE

About nine joumﬁli?ts,
Evans and Hugh

Although they tried to undermine

the morale of the strikers in the press,
Evans and Chevons were much more
honest than Jack Owen or Campbell.
When Owen was darkly hinting that
the morale was cracking and the men

wanted to go back but the leaders

were diverting tiem and refuging to

call meetings, Hvans and Chevons

bluntly stated that there was not the
slightest signs of & crack in the 1onks,

that the strikers were solid.

« QUTSIDERS RESPONSIBLE "—
NONSENSE !

The argument of the bosses which
was shrilly echoed by the Stalinists,
that the strike was provoked by out-
side agitators, was obviously bunk.

The Barrow Workers were not
exactly babes in the wood waiting for
the “ Trotskyite” wolves to mislead
and devour them. They knew what
they- were fighting for, and had been
telilng the boss for six months.

“ QUTSIDERS 7 WERE THERE

But, of course there was plenty of
“ gutside "’ interference. Whilst the
Gtalinists were shouting “ police,
police, the Trotskyites are in Barrow,”
gid Abbott, Pat Devine, Jack Owen
and a whole host of Stalinist scabs
and police agents were in Barrow
trying to smash the strike.

You want to know something about
“ outside ” interference renegade com-

munists? Well here are a few of the
facts:
Abbott, a C.C member of the

“Communist” Party approached Bro.
Rawlinson, the secretary of the Strike
Committee and an ex-member of the
C.P. and said he must resign from
the Strike Committee and help the
C.P. smash the strike. Did Abbott get
a shock when his game was exploded
by Rawlinson in public!
That - was * gutside
alright. » T
Owen wag snooping about the prem-
tane of the Strike Committee and had

influence

lated by Devine or Owen, and when
they were soundly defeated gave the
dope to Owen to print in the “Worker"”
that there was a split in the Strike
Committee.

That was ‘“outside” influence
alright.
Devine peddled his local sheet

headed “A real Soclalist Appeal e -

| reply to the *Socialist Appeal” and

held meetings to undermine the unity
of the organised workers. At these
mestings he slandered the strikers’
leaders and the Trotskyites. True he
got a  hostile reception from the
crowds who branded him, scab, strike-
preaker and police agent. But this
was “ outside ” inbuence alright: foul
stinking strike-breaking influence.
The influence of an alien class—the
boss class, for today the Stalinists are
hired agents of the boss, tolerated
only because they do the dirtiest jobs.

When Devine was publicly chal-
lenged to debate with a Trotskyist
after such a slanderous attack he
scuttled out of it and left it to his
pal Owen to mention it in a false con-
neetion in the Daily Worker.

UNITY FOR STRENGTH!

The strength of the Barrow workers
was derived not only from the solid
unity of purpose on the part of the

| workers and their “ illegal " leader-

ship- the Strike Committee, but also
from the.complete support given to

the strikers by legal leadership of the
local Distriect Committee and branches
of the A.E.U. The full effects of such
a unity of purpose must be seriously
studied by trade unionists every-
where, and the meed to transform the
District Committees in other parts of
the country into fighting organs of a
similar character to the Barrow D.C.

The Stalinists whipped up their paid
hacks, Owen and Campbell to seribble
their rubbish that the Trotskyites
were pushing the Barrow workers to
split the union.

This 'is what J. R. Campbell
wrote in the Daily Worker of
September 27th under, the scream

headline “They Are Out To Break
The AEU: ;
., . . There are Trotskyist elements

_active in this strike from outside
AAThe CIEIooIInng  dnkun s y o

are working to break up the
Amalgamated Engineering Union.”

Mha 4ame theme was repeated in the

The Stalinists siruck blow after blow:
at the unity of the trade-unionists by
lying and insinuating that the Strike
Committee had not the support of the
men. Members of the “ Communist”
Party betrayed their trust and split
the workers by giving the Stalinists
hack journalists inside Strike Com-
mittee information which they were
pledged mnot to give. .

Owen wrote in the Daily Worker of
September 29th:

“ Yesterday the Committee issued
a statement that as the Comymunist
Party was trying to represent the
strike as a political fight they had
decided to expel two members of
that party from the Shop Stewarnds

Committee.”

But Owen lied to the readers of the
Daily Worker. ..For the Stalinists
were not expelled from their positions
because they were members of the
Communist Party, although that in-
fluenced the decision no doubt, but
because they violated the democratic
decision of the Strike Committee and
acted as stooges for Owen and his
outfit. Here is the full statement of
the Strike Committee issued
bulletin on September 28th:

“ Owing to the present position, in
which the Communist’ Party are
attempting to make our struggle
into a political issue, and the
agreement regarding the giving of
information by members of the
Strike Committee (except through !
official bulletins) has been broken by i
members of the ¢ Communist’ Party, |
two members of the Strike Commit- \
tee together with two shop stewards,
were expelled by a unanimous de-
cision of the Shop Stewands’ meet-
ing. Similar action will be taken
in the event of any further attempt
to make a political issue of this
dispute.

in a

WORKERS SOLIDARITY in the

present dispute is more important

than any political opinion or

affiliation.

The workers are aware who were
the splitters: not the Trotskyists but
the Stalinists were the ‘union dis-
rupters and splitters.

Far from splitting the wunion, the
Barrow leadership has strengthened
it. The struggle has welded the many
workers who were grumbling about
the union and as a result of the loss
of _confidence, were tending to disin-
tagrate, back inte a tight fighting

hpdv.
The very real split between the

vdrious unions which was quite sharp in
many questions and had separated the
e N S T . 3 7035 &) Lo i 23 i

munist” Party who spoke in public
discussion made it obvious that they
were no longer members of that party
or were in complete disagreement with
the party line.

The rank and file of the Stalinst
Party still contains many bhundreds of
first-class militants who cannot change
their class attitude at the same speed
as the professional leadership, or who
remain true to their class—the work-
class—these comrades broke with
Stalinism when they were bluntly
faced with the alternative seab and

remain in the C.P. or else . . .!
THE “DAILY WOREKER?”
CAMPAIGN

In article after article the Daily
Worlker insinuated that ‘the workers
did not support-the Strike Committee
and wanted to go back. Here is what
Owen wrote in that rag on September
27th; under the headline: “protskyists
Trying To Prolong Barrow Dispute ”:

“ Yt is significant that so far the

Strike Committee have not called

one mass meeting. It is felt (1) ‘that

the hush-hush policy is one insti-
tuted at the suggestion of the

Trotskyists who do not want the full

truth to be known to the whole of

the workers.”

And this is the theme which was
pumped until the last day.

But the result of the mass meeting,
when ii did take  place, was de-
vastating for Owen and the Com-
munist Party. Out of a mass meeting
of about 8000 workers, only about 20
voted for the Stalinist policy of going
back. This demonstration of a united
fighting will, so overwhelmed the
Stalinists, that a meeting advertised
to be addressed by Mr. Pat Devine
immediately following the mass meet-
ing of strikers did not take place. The
Stalinists beat it into their ratholes:
disoriented and soundly trounced.

At the mass meeting held to decide
upon going back, the strikers passed
a resolution warning the hoss class
and the trade union leaders that any
attempt at pictimisation by the bosses
or the union leaders would be met by
solid strike action in defense of the
workers leaders.

What did the boss class fear in the
Barrow strike which they did not fear
in any other strike up till the present
time_—at least since the collapse of
the * militant” policy of the * Com-
munist ”-Party? They feared first of
all the national link which the Barrow
ATU. Council of Action had estab-
lished: and secondly: the fact that the
whole of the local: trade wunion
machinery, branches, District Com-
mittees and Trades Council supported



-vened.

DUSLILTO0. 1

It was only at the end of the 21
days’ notice that the Masters'
Federation #nd the AREU, -who had
found innumerable excuses not to
meet and discuss:their interpretation
of tho award suddenly announced that
they would meet the day after the
strike was due to commence in the
hope of keeping the workers in.

But the Barrow workers feared that
there would be another fake discus-

Continued from page 1.

work, it was only on the fourth day
that the trade union officials inter-
They had hoped that the
strike would fizzle out.

On the fourth day of the strike,
Mr. F. Foulkes, National E.T.U.
Organiser, met the Strike Committee.
He had gone there with only one pur-
pose: to break the strike by splitt.ing
the BE.T.U. from the A.E.U. Councillor
Tom -Trewartha, Chairman of the
Strike Committee, replied to Foulkes
as follows:

“Mr. Foulkes, after having heard

your points I am of the opinion that

you are a very dishonest person, and
came here with one object: to divide
the E.T.U. from the AEU. How-
ever, you have failed completely.

Not only have you failed but in

fact have now cemented the Strike

Committee more firmly together

than ever before . . .”

For what is probably the first time.
in his life, Foulkes met a solid band
of workers who saw though his strike-
breaking policy: The answer by the
Chairman, which was the answer of
the Strike Committee, was also the
answer to Mr. Crane, A EU, National
Organiser * and member of the
“ Communist ” Party, as well as the
answer to the other strike-breakers
in the area.

Following upon Foulkes' visit, there
came to Barrow a stream of ex-
professional revolutionists but now
professional strike - breakers: _I‘at
Devine, Lancashire C.P. Organiser;
Jack Owen, member of the Daily
Worker Hditorial Board; Sid Abbott,
member of the Central Committee of

‘the C.P. G. Crane, AE.U. Official and

member of the C.P. and F. Foulkes,
J.T.U. Official and sympathiser of the
CP. From that day commenced the
drive of the Communist Party to
undermine the solidarity of the
girikers and their confidence in their
Strike Committee.

Not one striker was affected by
their anti-working-class polson, As
Bro. Trewartha said, their efforts only
served to unite the workers further.
Whenever Pat Devine held a public

ALCLAANL LS b= hafgfurd
of Greatest Dishonour,” naming the
few scabs ana also replied effeetivaly
to all the attacks directed against the
policy of the Committee. They warned
against provocation, particularly from
the * Communist " party.
BOSS PRESS RESPECTED
STRIKE COMMITTEE

The capitalist press treated the Strike

Committee and its chairman with

et it k. )

Ser’ ' Tla Sl 10 1A 1L

A SMOCK WICTIL US RaAldlilv WWills L ppiugllatis

by Rawlinson in public!
rhat - was  * outside

alright, "

‘Owen was snooping about the prem-
ises of the Strike Committee and had
a couple of stooges, members of the
Party betraying their comrades in the
Shop Stewards and Strike Committee,
These stooges put forward the
Stalinist resolutions, probably formu

influence

" BarrowStrikers
Victorious

meeting he was met with hostility and
opposition by all but C.P, stooges. His
meetings became an absolute farce
whereby he served only to expose his
own stupidity and the depths of re-
action into which the CP. has
degenerated. Not for nothing did the
:Telegraph complain that the inter-
ference of the Communist Party in
industrial disputes serve only to pro-
long and embitter the issues!

In the early period of the strike, the
C.P. sent a Central Committee mem-
per, Sid Abboit, to visit Bro. Tom
Rawlinson, Secretary of the Strike
Committee, who was formally a mem-
ber of the C.P. but who had not paid
dues or been active for almost 12
months. Abbott conveyed the treason-
gble instruction to Bro. Rawlinson
that he resign from the Strike Com-
mittee and get the men back to work,
or he would be -expelled  from the
Party. Bro, Rawlinson, a sincere and
honest working class militant, in-~
formed strike-breaker Abbott that he
already considered himself putside the
C.P., and forthwith reported the con-
versation to the Strike Committee.
This episode shows clearly the foul
methods used by the CP. It serves
to bring sharply home to every mem-
ber of the C.P. that he. seriously
review his membership in the light of
the activities of that party. As a
result of the anti-working-class
activities of the C.P. the majority of
the sympathisers and militant mem-
bers have now left the Barrow braach
of the C.P.

Because of the solidarity of all the
local union officials and members of
the various District Committees with
the strikers, the bursaucrats were cn-
tirely helpless. With the exc2ption of
what remained of the local branch of
the C.P., the bureaucrais could not
approach one single body with their
policy. This was an important faet,
since it meant that the unicn sficials
would have to appeal to the mass of
the strikers directly, and thus reveal
the hollowness of their policy. And
significantly, despite the claims of the
Stalinists, not one striker would lend-

an ear to the treacherous policy of
the union officials. In despair the

Executive Committee of the ARU.
suspended the entire District Com-
mittee and the olcal full time official.
This move was countered by the
resignation of all local branch officials,

Crane accused the Strike Committee
of undermining the Union! But it is
Crane and his fellow bureaucrats who
undermine the unions. For what
move could have been more anti-union
than the suspension of a District Com-
mittee which had the solid support of
all the A.E.U. members throughout
the district? The Barrow AE.U,
members are determined to have a
D.C. composed of their representatives
and not those specially chosen by a
bureaucratic leadership. 6,000 workers
unanimously voted a strong protest
to the E.C. of the A.E.U. for its union-
busting action. A.E.U. members in
Huddersfield and Halifax have also
protested in action against the E.Ci's
reactionary move.

I: is symptomatic of the growing
and widespread discontent that as a
result of the thousands of circulars
sent to all union branches throughout
the country, letters of support con-
taining donations for the Strikers'
Fund poured. unceasingly into the
Strike Committeee’s Headquarters.

Barrow workers have led the way
to a national struggle against Award
326 and the attempt to put a eeiling on
wages. This struggle against the
bosses will be accompanied by -a
struggle against their agents within
the trade unions. Already the Cranes,
Tanners, and Foulkes have received a
serious defeat, but it is now necessary
to carry thig struggle into the trade
union movement itself. Without doubt
these renegades will try to save their

,face by left phraseology and psuedo
 militaney, but the workers will see

them as they really are: Labour
lieutenants of the boss-class, The
workers everywhere must follow the
example of Barrow and organise a
militant committee in which they can
place their full confidence, Like

Barrow workers they must expel from |

all leading positions those who try to
compromise the workers' struggle, and
those, who, under the orders of the
Stalinists, try to split the ranks.

OUT WITH THE BOSSES AGENTS.
FOR A MILITANT TRADE UNION
LEADERSHIP, ;

A MILITANT PROGRESSIVE SLATE
FOR THE AEU. EC,

“. . . There are Trotskyist elements
active in this strike from outside

A the engmeenrg  indusiay who

are working to break wup the
Amalgamated Engineering Union.”
The same theme was repeated in the

Kditorial of the Daily Worker of
CQetober 5th in the following para-
graph:

“Nor can the Unlons ignore the

attempt of the Trotskylsts to exploit

a genuine Industrial grievance in

order to disrupt production and

wreck the trade unions.”
The same trash was repeated by the
miserable faker Owen and by pro-
fessional sirike-breaker Pat Devine.

But what are the facts?

The .C. of the A.E.U. struck a
blow at the union solidarity by sus-
pending the Barrow District Commit-
tee which had the full confidence and
support of the local members of the
union, y

01 -connaence, were lchlllly LU WLIBLALT
tdgrate, back -into a tight fighting
hydyv. i
€ very real split Dbetween the

vdarious unions which was quite gsharp in
many questions and had separated the
unions for years, has been completely
healed. Never have Barrow Trade-
unionists been so united as they are
today. A wonderful spirit of comrade-
ship permeates the whole industrial
movement.

This is full and complete answer to
the foul accusations of Stalinists who
are paid to tell the workers lies.

CP. SPLIT TO HELL

The Stalinist strike-breaking leader-
ship- failed to split the militant
solidarity of the Barrow strikers. But
they succeeded in splitting the ranks
of the local “ Communist” Party and
its supporters from top to bottom.
Almost every membet of the “Com-

provincinl autherities. As if these
were not under the control and domin-
ation of British imperialism! = As if
British imperialism, together with the
local quislings—the Indian financiers
and capitalists—does not batten on the

misery and hunger of the Indian
masses |

Pages and pages of the capitalist
press have been filled with stories
of the horrors to ~which Europe
has heen reduced by the occupa-
tion by the Nazis. The legitimate
indignation of the British workers
has been arcused at the brut-

ality and indifference with which the
Nazis have systematically pillaged
Kurope, and reduced it to starvation
level. The press has reporfted inci-
dents of people dropping dead from
starvation in the streets of Athens and
other cities, The capitalist politicians
and their Jackeys the Labour leaders
in the Glovernment, have aroused
themselves to a piteh of indignation
and frenzied denunciation of the Nazi
barbarians. But it is clear that all
this denunciation is a fake and hypo-
eritical. They have allowed the same
horror to develop in India guite com-
placently and what is more—qguite un-
necessarily—under the jack-boot of
British imperialist domination. Not a
word: of portest from the Labour lead-
ers. No sign of any real measures by
the capitalist politicians to prevent the
present crisis. No doubt in the Nazi
gangster press Goebhels is hypocritic-
ally eastigating the crimes of British
imperialism in India. Tt is clear that
in India the imperialists behave as
ruthlessly and in the same barbarian
fashion as the Nazis do in Turope.

If the imperialists had taken proper
measures such .a catastrophe could
have been easily avoided. If necessary
wheat could have been imported from

INDIA STARVES -
HOARDERS THRIVE

the American continent, where there
is & hnge surplus in Canada and other
countries,

THE FUTURE OF INDIA

Winston Churchill declared: ¢What
we have, we hold.”” By this is meant
that the British ruling class will fight
to-the death to maintain their hold
over India and the colonies. Tt is
this they are fichting to defend, and
not at all to destroy ‘“Nazi tyranny’’,
as Churchill and the capitalists hypo-
critically pretend. Their crimes in
India are as black at the Nazi crimes
in Europe. The exploitation of the
starving Indian people will go on so
long as British imperialism rules India.

The situation is grave and urgent
and ithmediate steps must be taken so
that the health and lives of vast num
bers of Tndians can be saved hefore il
is too late. Mrs. Rebuka Ray, a mem
ber of the Central Legislative Council
declared : 3

_ ‘‘Unless a widespread relief organ-
isation takes up work without further
delay, half the population will die of
starvation and thousands of others
will be so emaciated as to be without
hope of recovery.'’ :

The British workers must raise the
demand of immediate aid for the starve
ing Indian people. They must put
forward this demand through thei
trade unions and other working class

organisations.  They must demand
confiscation of all available food and
its  immediate distribution equally

:L‘nmng-u.ll sections of “the population.
'J]l(f_»: must demand the immediate re-
duction of the price of rice to a level
where the masses can at least obtain
sufficient tb keep alive and in good
health,
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all the national link which the Barrow
AEU. Council of Action had estab-
lished: and secondly: the fact that the
whole of the leocal trade wunion
machinery, branches, District Com-
mittees and Trades Council supported
the strike.

These factors were a warning (o the
ruling class that the usefulness of the
trade-union leaders is wearing thin,
beecause the workers no longer trust
them and are seeking an alternative
policy and organised expression of
militancy,

This is a new stage in the develop-
ment of the class struggle.

After lengthy negotiations between
the National Executives of the Unions,
the Employers Federation and the
Government. the workers got . . .326!
It was followed by every district by
lengthy nsgotiations between the em-
ployers and the workers. For six
months the Barrow workers sought to
have 326 interpreted angd operated
sa0 that it would mean a rise in wages.
but with .no avail. But 18 days of
strike activity made important gains

These are the facts!

Organised workers

everywhere can
only arrive at the conclusion: that,
if the leadership of the A.E.U. had

taken up the cudgels and told the hoas
class that they were not standing for
any nonsense—'‘ give us the increase
we want or the workers will be out”

there Is not the slightest doubt that
the boss class would have capitulated,

All the partial astruggles, strikes,
and loss of wages for thqg workers
would have been oliminated; the
workers would be content: and pro-
duetion -~ which the Government

trade union leaders and boss class tell
us they arc interested in—would have
benefitted.

The workers in other parts of the
country and in other trades will not
fail to draw the lessons of the Barrow
dispute, for there is a growing aware-
ness: that if the workers do not gain
concessions for themszalves now. when
they have the employers where thev
want them, they will not be able o
gain concessions after the war

It is inevitable therefore that we
will witness a rising curve of strikes
und a broadening of their scope.

It will not be the *“Trotskyites"

who will be . responsible for theso
strikes, Mr. Bevin. It will be, you
and the rest of the T.U. leadership

who serve the capitalist claan.

Meanwhile, to conserve the energy
of the workers, and to find the most
economical forms of struggle, the
militants throughout the country will
continue to come together and fght
for a militant industrial policy to be
adopted by the trade unions, Any
attempi at fhlse ultra left gestures
and breakaways from the unions must
be combatted (although there in little
evidence of such a tendency on the
part of the workers) and a fighting
policy, with an alternative slate of
leading militants presented, to replace
the policy and existing collaborationist
leadership of the unions.
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