ed Action

Enniskillen.

A Tragedy. But There’s
Only One Solution

BRITAIN '
IRELAND

Red Action article

The recent death of 11 civilians after the explosion of an
LR.A. bomb in Enniskillen, understandabiy torrified many peo
ple. As an organisation which has never been slow to show
it's support for the armed struggle in Ireland, it is right that
we should clearly state our position on such an incident,
Firstly what actually hap

pened. There seems no reason And so it is highly probable

to doubt the LR.A.'s version g least, thut the explosion
that the explosion was not was accidental, This of course
actually set off by them. does not make it any less of
Ihey have always in the past 5 . atastrophy, but when we
been  consistently truthful, come to evaluate the incident
never denying responsibility we have to view it in the
for actions, even those that context of the situation which
Could be damaging to their exists today in N. Ireland.
cause. They are aware that

this is necessary if they are The simple fact is that
to retain the trust and the there i1s a war going on in
support of the community on Ireland, and in this war, as
which their struggle is based, tn all wars, innocent people
If they had wanted to lie are getting hurt all the time.
about Enniskillen, they could It s a war which has been
Just as easily nave denied all waged intermitvently ever
responsibility. since Britian first occupied

Two pictures which you won't have seen in thw "popular" press. At the
top of the page the grave of 12 year old Carol Anve Kelly, snd sbove 8
year old Stephen Me Conemy, both killed by plastic bullets fired by Bri
tish soldiers. Just two of many, Strange how the British establisheent
dousn't seem to experience the same sense of outrage sbout these [nng
cont victims of the war in Irelend, as it did sbout those at Ennjekillen
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Ireland EIGHT HUNDRED
YEARS AGO, and it will go
on lor 48 long #s they con

tinue Lo oCcupy it

In this time, coudtless num
bers of innocent people have
been kitled by British occupa
tion the

forces, even in pre

sent phase of the struggle,
whith has been going on
1969, literally hundreds of
innocent  civilians  have
killed by the forces of
British state or it's supporters

The 13
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END

THE WAR

Ultimately, the
to stop tragedies
niskillen, Bloody
80 many others
to end the
And the only
thar  will
I5 by removing
it, which is British presence
in lreland, There is absolutely
no other solution ac all. Those

unly  way
such as En
Sunday and
QCourrnng, 1s
war in Ireland.
way in which
ever be  achieved
the cause of

who try to exploit events
such as Enniskillen, and use
them to call for more re
pression and the destruction

of the Republican Movement
offer no hope for the future
whatsoever,

Even if
achieve

were able to
impossible  and

they
the

destroy the LR.A. completely,

eventually ot sOome future
date, & new generation would
emerge to take up rhe strug
gle, just as has always hap
pened for the last 800 vears,
Ihere  can be no  peace
through victory over the Re

publican  Movement, becouse
there can be no victory over
the  Republican  Movment,
There  can only e preae
through British withdrawal,
And as the whole history
ol British involvememn in
countries which it has occu
pled in the past Adan (
prus, Kenya e proves, the
only time when  they  wil
withdraw, 15 when  they ire
torced to by the armed trug
gle of the native ped And
that exactly and el
the  reason why t he R.A
cuntinue to wage their strug

gle. It isn't

because they en

Jjoy the pain and sulfering
caused by the war, they and
the people from which they
spring  sulfer tha  pain just
as much as anvone else. But
they know that only by wag
Ing their struggle all the way
to & successiul  conclusion,

m they #ver end British

presence in Ireland, and Cre

ate the basis for & peacatul

sSOCety.

As  long as that struggle
dowes ontinue, disaster suCh
as Emniskillen will continge
Lo oCCur, But we cannot let
that dellect ws from continu
INg to state quite Clearly our
SUpport  tor a strugkle that
15 Justified, correct and of
fers the only hope of eventu

al peace in Ireland.

In the last issue of Red
Action, there was a leature
entitled, "Why we sav up the
LR.A. The words were not
written n any romantic spi
rit, We are fully aware of

what the consequences of war

can  sometimes be., We see

LR.A. sai
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THE ‘FREE’ WEST i

"The working class, the most cynical audience of soClalist
ideas,"” Well working in a factory as | do, [ could never
argue with that statement. Any mention of even the mildest

aspects of socialist politics,

shouts of
the "Red Flag"

One of the blokes | work
with happens to be a Pole
who came to Britain after

the Second World War, Be-
cause of the language diffi-
culties which he still experi-
ences, he doesn't slways pick
pick up on all of the finer
points of the arguments that
go on between mysell and
the other lads, But that
doesn't stop him coming to
the same conclusion as the
rest of them, namely that
anyone with views to the left
of the Labour Party is suto-
matically pro-Russian,

HYPOCRITICAL

that if | had
lived under the Russians as
he has, then | would npot
speak the way that | do, and
that | should thank myself
lucky to live in a place gs
free as Britain, He tells me
about things such as the lack
of free speech in the Eastern
Bloc, about how il his sister,
who is a schoolteacher in the
Ukraine was to recieve |et-
ters from England then she
might lose her job, and he
talks about the restrictions
that exist on freedom of
movement in these countries,

me wrong,

He tells me

Now don't get
I'm no lover of the system
of oppression that exists in
the Soviet Union. | despise
it as much as the next person
but to me, my friend's stare-

ments about it appear hypo-
critical when bhe tries to
imply that there is nothing
ke that in this Country,
FREEDOM 7

For a start what he says
about freedom of the press
and  free rech. How can

anyone claim that the nation-
al daily newspapers in Britain
constitute a free press, when
they are all entirely owned
by a handful of millionaires,”
Obviously they are going to
the control this allows
to promote the ideclogy

supports  them and
friends posessing such

and wealth, and to
uppress the expression of ra
dical ideas which may threat-

use
them,
which
Lhelr
power

"loony leftie" "Commie Tommy"

is usually enough to provoke

and renditions of

en it. So how can it be
claimed that they represent
the views of ordinary people,
anymore than T.ASS. or
Pravda do in Russia.

T.V. gives us another ex-
ample of the lack of free
expression in this country.

programme made about
Ireland which  al-
lows pro-Repulicans to air
their views, is nearly always
censored if not banned alto-
gether. The government justi-
fy this by arguing that allow-
ing such people o express
their views (even though they
may enjoy the support of
large sections of the commu-

Any
Northern

nity, as with Gerry Adams
elected M.P. for West Belfast
and several times banned
from speaking on the Telly)

constitutes a threat to the
stability of the state, and
therefore cannot be allowed.

Is this not exactly the same
argument the Russian state
uses to justify it's actions
when it bans films, books,
plays etc 7 Yet our govern
ment calls that a denial ol
freedom,

BIAS »

It is not only groups In
Northern Ireland whe suffer
from media bias in this way,
as trade unionists, and the
miners in particular, quickly
realised when they saw the
level of distortion and lies
told about them during their
dispute, Many of them were
to ruefully admit that they
would never before the strike
have dreamed that such a
level of media manipulation
by the state could happen in
this country.

As for what our Polish
friend was telling us about
the possibility of his sister

losing her job il she was sus
pected of having close links

with people in the west, well
there are plenty of people
in this country who lose their
jobs or cannot find work for
political reasons, Victims of
the blacklist for examnple,
which is a list compiled by
groups such as the Econoil

A LIFE SENTENCE

As we enter the eighth year of Thatcher's government, we
have seen more retractions of basic nighis than st any other
time in the last thirty years. The latest threat to those

ghts comes, ironically, from a member of the Liberal Party,

the shape of David Aiton, He is proposing a bill to radi
ally change the abortion laws, VA . =

AL present, the legal limit
in which an abortion can be

performed is 28 weoks, Alton

wants this reduced to 18
weeks, Also ot present, It I8
the case that If your G,F,
satisfied tha your de
jon Lo have an abortion 15
that has been reaChed
without unecessary pressure
d for practical reasons, by
can then suthorise the opera
tien there and then, Alton

wants this changed as well,

EXPLANATION

One of the explanations
given for the proposed reduc-
tion in time limit, 15 that it
would be beneficial to wom-
en's health, it is less donger-
ous and the chance of comp-
licattons 18 reduced | abor-
tions are performed within
the proposed new time span,
On the issue of the [reedom
to choose abortion on demand
Alton maintains that life s
life, and that it is morally
wrong to take the Ife of an
unborn Child, unless it is una-
ble to survive in the womb,

ar has serious  handicaps
which show up while o scan
is taking place. That is why
his bill also includes a clause

meking it necessary to have
a medical reason to support
a claim for abortion, or at

least some mitigating circum

Mot doctor's cholce, nor politic
{ans cholce elther.
stances,
i this Bill 15 accepted by

the Commons and the Lords,
then the NLGHLS, will obviously
have to adhere to it, and the
mplications are grim, We are
all aware that the earlier an
abortion is  performed, the
better it {4 for women's

By Aody Jones

League, of militant trade
umionists and politically mind-
ed people, and is aimed stop-
ping them getting jobs when

they apply for them. These
groups are also able to get
hold of information from the

police about people's criminal
records, even though this is
illegal. As for talk about the
suppression of free trade uni-
ons. What about G.C.H.Q. ?

COMPARISONS
More comparisons  arise

when you start to talk about
the lack of freedom of move-

ment. Many Russian citizens
might not have the freedom
to live wherever they want,
but doesn't exactly the same
situation exist, i in a mare
subtle way, In this country,
in the way in which house
prices and lack of council
hhu‘\ll'lk in Ccertain areas, en-
sures that there are areas in
which the rich live apart
from the poor. As for the

maore direct approach of phy-
sically preventing people from

moving about the Country,
what about during the miners
strike, when tens of thous-
ands of people were regularly
physically stopped from en-
tering or leaving  certain

simply because they
suspected of being mck

bringing ad to the

counties,
W
ets or ol
miners,

But undoubtedly the
example of the
restricting the
of movement of it's
15 seen by ldoking
Northern lreland,

Clear
British
freedom
Citizens,
Bgain at
Despite the

o5t

state

government's  insistence that
this is also part of Britain,
this doesn't stop them from
operating a piece of legisla
tion known as an  Exclusion
order, which allows them to

ban someone from there from
entering  the “mainland” or
to deport someone (rom there
back, under threat of immed-
late imprisonment if they re-
turn. The Home Secretary,
who signs the order, does not
have to give 1
tor it, any
alle Ratons
victim, who
have to be

any Spet

reasor nor prove

]...-.\.ml.,- against
does not
charged with
and has no
against  the

o sul

the
any
criminal offence,
right of appenl
order. Many of

thobe

health and  wel being. But
with  hospital losing  dows
casualty departments, and ir
SOMe U ases I0SINE fowe

Vtogether because ol spending
.I uts, nurses |eaving the ser
ViCe DEC BUSE ol Appaling
wages and conditions, and day
care  ahortion Sryvices  suct
a8 the one at Si, Mary's i
| Mile End London ing dows
It seems unrealistic to expect
that the majority ol womes
sivek Ing abortl will be abi
Lo have Lthem within tiw
" Lim limit,  Witl the best
will in the world, the NH.S
i cannot  tunctio properiy
less 1t has adeguate stall wl
funding. Alton s being dishi
nest to sugrest that e kL
women's welfare at heart,

KICK IN THt
His there
needing o be
before an  ab

idea ol
(131 1-[]{ onal

brilliant

CirCumsrances
gramted 15 @

the

artion can be
kick in the
rights of  we
their win  de
what they should or
do with their own bodies.
Having, or indeed not having
a4 baby, has got to be a
women's Choice, nobody

think that
passed, will
from having
secLions
ol soCiety, money 1s
no  problem, middle
Class women, will still be able
to book into private clinics

teetn  lor
men W make
151008 100t

shiouldn't

else's

It s
such a

nalve to
Bill, if
WOmen

abortions, Certam
where
such as

stop

way in which people are treated East
“, :*wl* Poland, Below it, the good

ctures which shos guite clearly, the stark rences betusen the

i rs :")1 _E.b|;,‘,l lr. :..“UI ‘?..I,:!_;\‘..l. HI‘]::: ‘l ...:'L ":‘,FI‘:"; ":f:"_m" all t ith a l-l"" word,
fer under these orders have  bushed and shot dead, without tics against you and me, as
had no links at all with anv  any sitempt to Capture them spon as they consider us to
para-military organisation. or bring them to trial. A be a threat to their rule,
Again  when people  talk lear Cave _”' @ state authori To finish on a more light
about people being locked up “IN8 the Summary eXecution pegrted note, I leave you with
T R 0 e of someone whom it Cconsiders a quote from the film "Letter
shot because of their political to be a threat, to Brezhney" The story 18
views, we only have to look As | have said before, 1 am about a Liverpool 2|_f| who
as far as lrt-Iimu.I to see how not trying to justify the bru meets a Russian sailor on
the British state operates in tal actions of the govern- [eave, forf whom she eventu-
exattly the same fashion. In  ments of the Eastern Bl ally leaves Liverpool to marry
1972, hundreds of men, most Countries, or the lack of Talking about their two Coun-
f whom had no Cconnection freedoms which exist there. tries, the Russian Ia‘d says
with any para-military orgam | am merely trying to point "In Russia if y‘:u "dtms' work
sation were arrested and in out how our own governments you don't eat ")‘t"ﬂ the
terned  without any charges  have done, and will Continue SCOUSE girl sighs "it's much
being brought against them _to use the same sort of tac- the same over here”,
or trial, merely because they
were "auh[u:!vﬁ" of being m
terrorists, Some were e led on erence l
sl e s After more than a decade of what Tony Benn described as
SHOOT TO KIL! "12 wasted vears of monetarism and militarism", sections of
the hard left of the labour movement gethered in his Chest
Il'he British state has also @ erfield constituencCy over the weekend of the 24th/25th of
operated ut various times in [ October, with the expressed aim o' putting radical socialism
Ireland, a shoot to kill policy back on the agenda of British politics

when some people suspected The conference, jointly organised by the Campaign group
of belonging to para-military of Labour M.P.s, the Independent Socialist Society and the
organisations have been am Society of Socialist Economists attracted over 2,000 delegates
from both inside and outside the Labour Party, as well as
abroad. To them, the Bill foreign observers from Nicaragua, Germany, South Africa and
would be just an anpovance, Jthe Sovier Union,
an inconvenience, o working Arthur Scargill, who rightly called for mass industrial
lass  womer | ourse, i action and neral  extra-pariiamentary activity, was critica
would be catastrophic, forcing of several of his associates, saying that he could hear similar
them back 1t bavk-street Bviewpoints "anviime from the Labour Party right wing lead
ibortionists,  with Wil the Rership®, Hs illed for regional Parliament with devolved pow
risk AL AN, e il ly swntable their local electorate, retirement
full pay at 50, sweeping import controls, withdrawal from
SUPPOR | tFe i,C,, the abolition of private schools and medicine, and
i ving of the sale of wncitl houses,
,.I.\!I I. “._ = \“ B 'I'IIH‘ Jeremy Corbyn M.P. expressed dissatisfaction, widely shared
.‘._[ il.h['lll:l “IIII I|II _' Py .I. by ma delegates, of the "pastel shaded electioneering” of
S 4 S : the Labour Party's Brighton Conference. He said that he
Minister hersell  harbour b o A z 1 P i P TP e
dea that women should be noped that the v'l. wouid play & Tul '--Iu- in the forthcoming
- review ol Labour's policies, so as to include British withdraw
.;:” o I ' r " al from both Neorthern Ireland and NAT.Q. In fact & nor
I.[”.» hi g I"_u: he Egm Britain was demanded by many mlerence speakers,
y ) . fony Benn suggested that a Lebour government could legis
I re il lmtelate  re Htionary hange with the backing of powerfu
vindes ) / 4 working wrion outside of Parliament,
f i tr Evervone expressed excitement at the col apse ol the Stock
hi ) [ bl j Market the preceeding week, Psul Foot, journalist and Cemnt
mewhat ral Committee member of the Socialist Workers Party, hoped
bk . that Bryan Gould had brought "millions of shares®,
1 1onist f f Basically the inaugural Soctalist Conlerence was & very ne
\ o | Bill Cessary event o rejuvenate the radical left. However ther
A f I iltogethe were certain arguments and factional fighting to marr ft, sucl
" he la | #s Bermie Grant and Ted Knight (the surcharged former leader
L Wil 1 I J ik of Lambeth Council) engaging in a slanging match over whe
( § 1979 such back ther Grant had voted for cuts in services during his time ir
lash followed thar the at local government, and a Russian speaker bringing a message
tempt was cCrushed. S this of peace being booed by sections of the Troskyist groups,
time, Alton is taking it o The conference was an obvious success, and another one
easier, attacking just O s planned for May, but im my view the initiative will have
aspects of abortion rights, failed if it does not lead to
But the eventuasl alm Is ex 1) A single new grouping of soCialists outside Parliament, us
actly the same G5 1t was With Bios friends such as Heffer and Benn inside, as a medium of
Corrle. 1T they succeed with B ouionary propaganda, Benn and Heffer rejected this ides.
this they will soon be back Mp. the aim of the conference "re-establishing the left as @
for more. powerful force” as Benn put it, is pointless without the com
CHOICH mitment and solidarity of a single revolutionary force, Partic
larly in Britain where the left is so small, Obviously Benn and
As soCialists, we should not Heffer have their MJP.s salaries to lose,
I»-r' this inlringement of wom 2] A newpaper to report international news from a socialis
en's rights go unnoticed, This

viewpoint, and to explain ro the British working class - the

Rill ¢ el l oy ¢

Bill must not succeed, Wom soldiers of any transition to socialism, why socialism is vite
3 1 av cChotce Lo 3 i

©en  must h.q.\- the !‘nl q to save the world from mass exploitation of it's resources an
determine their own lives as peopie, and how it can make people's lives better the worl
they see fit. over



Republican
Socialist
Prisoners

Red Action article
Regular readers of this paper will be aware that over the

past couple of issues, we have been publicising an initiative
to support Republican Socialist prisoners in Ireland. There are
at present in Ireland, some 800 Republican political prisoners,
Of these, the vast majority are members of the IRA/Sinn
Fein, The Welfare of these prisoners is cared for by a
scheme set up and run by Sinn Fein known as the Green
Cross, This pays a sum of money to each prisoner or their
familles - £8 & week to a married man, £7 a week single,-
which is aimed at covering the extra expenses which are in-
curred through someone being in prison - travelling expenses
for visits, cost of things like radios, newspapers etc,

ANOTHER GROUP We in Red Action strongly

dsae fviiss : support this move as being
prmf:“ fn“:::s fm ‘:: totally justifiable and politi-
olio ~ anoehiss mu}:h ﬁmalle; cally correct, and believe it

offers the chance to achieve

BEOND O Sout 4 onen petie- of sims. Firstly and

ners who are not members

of the IRA, but are members
of the INLA, which is asso-
ciated with the Irish Republi-
can Socialist Party. Because
these prisoners are not mem-

most obviously and important-
ly, it provides the aid for the
prisoners, but as well as this,
it also offers the chance for
those in this country who

bers of the IRA, they do not claim to be supporters of the
qualify for uu.j ol the Irish struggle, to actually do
Green  Cross and formerly something positive to show
" r L ]
their welfare was looked af- th?; ‘s;:pporl ||l'|sle.nd. of just
ter by the IRSP, However, '®'% 8bout it. It s also in a
due to the tremendous dis- SOl WAy, & step towards
array which was caused with- ::':_E':‘“"d":i of redi LI'“I"" be-
in this organisation, by the P o YOy

well publicised "feud" which movements in Ireland and Bri-

. tain, 0 - o
it suffered earlier this year, h“; :Iﬂa?:hmﬁ;am‘:h;xd s
and due to political implica- 10 | hry‘tho % ?I 2
tion arising out of this, which " G Svolopman:

3
mean that for the time being of the movement here.

at least, the organisation does SUPPORT GROUPS

not wish to undertake some

of the more direct methods Red Action members have
of fund raising, traditional ,ieady been instrumental in
to revolutionary movements, he s;ettmg up of a small
the IRSP s not at present o ober of Republican Socia-
i the position to give It's :

list Prisoners Support Groups,
prisoners the level of support i s

: which are all sponsoring @
which they deserve, prisoner each, In the new
They have therefore decided year, we will be contacting

to offer the revolutionary
movement in this country a
chance to show some solidari-
ty with them by assisting
with the support of these pri-
soners, The idea is for groups
in this country to undertake
to  "sponsor" a prisoner or

other groups in this country
who we think may be inter-
ested in this scheme, with
a view to establishing & nati-
onally co-ordinated network.
If you are interested in be-
coming involved in anyway,
then please get in touch with

prisoners, to [irstly raise the .5, Whether you think you
£7 or £8 a week, and 8ls0 may be in a position to per-
to write to him/her and est- hﬂpﬁ hplp set up @ Suppoft
ablish and maintain a relatl Group, or whether you want
onship with them. to become involved as an in-

How many football funs like myself wonder, watched

Match of the Day on the 22nd of .'\nw_mrmr. and were sick
ened by the sight of Robert Maxwell taking advantage of his
newly scquired contral of Derby County F.C., to treat us to
one of the most sickening displays of ego mania ever seen,
Football chairmen in general must I'm sure, be pretty obnox
ious and arrogant creatures, but at least most of them cCon
fine their displays of it to the relative privacy of the board
room,

But Maxwell, [ couldn't believe it, Not
an  strutting out onto the field with the
his name enblazoned across their shirts,
himsell into the centre position of the team photograph, |
swear, I'm sure that if it wasn't for the fact that he probab
ly wouldn't even be able to take the run up without collaps
ing, he would have himself registered as a player, so that he

only does he insist
players, who have

No, he also pushes

could come op 4% o substitute to take a penalty.
What a sickening indictment on the state of football, and
of the society we live in, that a football club can be taken

over in this

ane man,
A football

way, and prostituted to the personal vanity of

club is part of the community in which it is
based. It s an expression of that community, and ~ach club
reflects the different character of the community it repre-
sents (If you don't understand what | mean by that, go and
watch Ipswich Town play at home, and follow it up by a visit
to Newcastle, You will) Nearly everyone, no matter how little
their interest in football, has a favourite team who's results
they will look out for, How sickening that the nature of the

capitalist system allows someone like him to just stroll in
to any Club he fancies, end totally debase it.
The likes of Robert Maxwell will never be able to under

stand the feelings which real fons have for their team. Der
by County mean nothing to him. 3 years ago, when he was
in control at Oxford, he was publicly cavorting around in the
same way 85 if he was their greatest ever fan, when they
beat Manchester United in the League Cup (Oh dear)

Remember, after the revolution, football will be given back
to the people, and anyone who scores against Manchester
United goes straight to & Labour Camp

Eamann Eufan

Articles signed Red Action, are written, edited or approved
by the Red Action editorial board, and represenmt a Red Ac-
tion political statement, Articles signed by the author, repre-
gent his/her own views, and may not necessarily represent
ted Action's politics,

e may nol be In a posit

dividual, whatever support you

are able to offer, will be
most welcome and put to
good use.

The following is a copy of the
first letter to be recelved by one
of the recently set w support
Groups, from the prisoner who they
have sponsored.

Dear Alan

I received your
letter today. It is good to
know that you and your com-
rades care enough to set up
your support group. You say
in your letter that you re-
ceived a briefing on the IRSP

situation while in Belfast for
the march. Unfortunately |
do not know anything about
Red Action as the censors
here in the jaill have sent
your publication to the Nor-
thern lreland Office, for a

deciston on whether it should
be allowed in, Maybe they
think Red Action would be
"Detrimental to  the good
order of the prison" especially
when we prisoners read about
the state of the left in Bri-

tain, and what Red Action
thinks about it.

Well Alan, let me tell you
a bit about myself, I'm 25,

in jail since 1 was 19, | am
from a town called Strabane
which no doubt vou will have
heard of, it having the unen-
viable distinction of being
Europe's unemployment black-
spot, When one looks at the
sorry history of the Six Coun-
ty Statelet, the reason for
this becomes clear. It is so
easy for one to see the con-
flict here as being sectarian,
Catholic Protestant. That s
how the British state would
like 1t to be seen, and at
times it would be easy to be
caught in  sectarian strife,
which is why our party re-
mains forever vigilant, and
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NO APOLOGIES

Let us maoke no apologies
when we point out that these
tragic deaths resulted (rom
government policy in  imple-
menting cuts in staff, which
London  Regional Transport
readily agreed to, despite the
fact that passenger revenue
has increased two-fold. Yet
still  twelve thousand L.R.T
workers are facing redundancy
This contradiction defies logic

The National Union of
Rallwaymen, for their part,
have repeatedly warped L.R.T
of the dangers commuters
face from fire, but they
chose to ignore them, with
ultimately, devastating conse-
quences, This is even more
suprising when vyou consider
the lessons which should have

KINGS CROSS

msnsrm

pn to smash the H,
in o position to do somathing to ease the plight of those inside them,

flocks, but ue certainly are

guards against such things.
Instead we strive to show the
class nature of the struggle
in lreland as a whole, We
always as a party condemn
sectarian murder, from what-
ever source. The town | come
from Strabane, suffered a dis-
aster in the floods last week,
as did your place | believe,
It's the people's homes being
wrecked | would feel for. The
sorry thing was
years and years notice of it
happening. All 1t needed to
be prevented was a few quid
spent by the government to
fix the wall retaining the
river, It's indicative of the
contempt with which the peo-
ple are held by the govern-
ment,

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS

I get copies of the "Lenmin
ist" Do you read it 7 It is
very informative, | will give
you my opinion of Red Action
if the NJLO, decide that it
is safe for me to read it |
don't know where | would be
without them, They keep me
well sheltered from this nasty
world,

Will you or any Red Action
comrades be attending the
Manchester Martyrs Commem-
oration this month ? | believe
that it s a big thing over
there, We have sent a letter
to be read av it, which will
give you an indication of our
politics. I'm sure you do have
an indication anyway.

Alan if you ever have any
books, pamphiets etc laying
about doing nothing, don't
be afraid to send them to
me and my comrades. I'm
glad that you and your com-
rades have taken an interest
in lreland, | hope that you
are prepared to take the
stick for it, Sorry, that's a
silly question, as you wouldn't

of Red Aotion
write about anything
letters as
send to the

The pages are open
for anyone o
they wish. Viesse keep
short as pousible, and
address at the bottom of the
oL,

next

been learnt from the Oxtord
Circus fire of a few years
ago, In which one person was
killed, In fact some rallway-
men were recently threstened
with disciplinary action, for
handing ou: leaflets warning
of impending disaster,

HYPOCRISY
If anything s to be learned

from this disaster, it must
surely be the rank hypocrisy

of the Conservative govern-
ment, and Prime Minister
Thatcher in  particular. On
one hand they condemn the
bomb at Enniskillen, and cry
crocodile tears, and on the
other, will not accept that

the Kings Cross disaster was
nothing short of murder, for
which she and her ilk must
bhe held responsible,
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AND OTHERS

At this time of the year in particular, we remember all
those in prison, particularly those Irish men and women in
British fails, who suffer particularly bad treatment from the
British state. A full list of these is given below. Why not try
to drop a few of them a card for Christmas, or arrange with
others to send them all one, We remember also Russell
Shankland and Dean Hancock, the two Welsh miners given 8
years during the miner's strike, who are in HMP Gartree,
Market Harborough, Leicester LEI6 7RP. To them and all
socialist prisoners everywhere, Christmas and New Year's
greeting, and cheers for better days to come,

there was-
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REPUBLICAN PRISONERS OF WAR
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NOEL GIBSON Lite sentence
B79225

FRAMKLAND
HM Prison Finchale Ave,
Brasside Durham

PATRICK ARMSTRONG: HM
Prinan Gartres

PAUL HILL 462778 MM Prip.
m ngﬂ Wyedr  WILLIAM ARMSTRONG: Lile  on Wormwood Scrubs
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NATALINO VELLA: 15-year  PATRICK MeGEE: Lite sant- e case of Carole

senience, B71644 ence, B75881 ndefinite delention

be doing it in the first place
if you weren't. But as | say,
it will help you to get a
truer understanding of what's
happening here,

What books do you read
on Ireland 7 You were saying

to the comrades in the group
and 1 hope to hear from vou
all again,

Slan Eamonn
Eamonn Mc Callion
B Wing H Block 8
Maze Prison

the other comrades in the Country Antrim

support  group might  write.

Tell them not to hesitate, All Red Action note We now
letters will be welcome. | fear that the Red Action
sald | was going to tell you newspaper has in fact been
about myself, 1 didn't say banned from the Maze, Meant
much. | will when | write as an insult no doubt. Taken
again. Alan give my regards

as a compliment,

SUPPORT

class

Red Action is an orgsmisation founded by working
people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socislism. Membership is open to all who accept owr
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy snd
decisions.

If you support our sims but do not wish to become a

member, you can become » member. This does
nol entitle you to vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

1. A regular internal newsletter that will keep you
i of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area.
The cost for this is £10 for one year.

anmmamm
£3 pounds for ten issues. Please remember thet
2 paper is & very uneconomic business and we

mmmmwn“
grateful (o anyone who can take extra coples to sell.
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"What do you say to a docker earning £400 a week, owning
a bouse, car, video, micro-wave, and a small plate near Mar-
bella. You dn not say let me take you out of your misery
brother" inguired Neil Kinnock at this. vears Labour Party
Conlerence, talking about his imaginary "Captain Howdy" type
docker friend, He could perhiaps have answered his own ques-
tion with something slong these lines,

"Don't be deceived when they rell you things are better
now, Even if there's no poverty to be seen, it is because the
poverty has been hidden. Even if you got ever more wages
and could afford to buy more of these new and useless goods
which Industries foist on you, and even if it seems to you
that you never had so much, that is only the slogan of those
who still have much more than you. Don't be taken in when
they pat you paternally on the shoulder and say there's no
inequality worth spesking of and no more reason to fight,
bocause if you believe them they will be completely in charge
n their marble homes and granite banks, from which they
rob the peoples of the world under the pretence of bringing
them culture, Watch out, for as soon as it pleases them, they
will send you out to protect their gold, in wars whose wea-
pons rapidly developed by servile scientists will become more
and more deadly, until they can, with a flick of a finger,
tear a million of you to pieces,”

The words of Jean Paul Marct, an 18th century French
vistonist,

"There are no pelitical prisoners in South Africa®

P.W. Borha,

"I think that life has worth as long as vou have a Cause
to believe in. That's what | admired so much about the guys

I met in Northern Ireland while filming Prayer for the Dyimng”
Actor Micky Rourke, who spent some meeting LR.A,
members before filming started.

Lime

"On the face of it, it does seem worrying”
A spokesman for the Sellafield Nuclear Plant, confronted
with the news that children from the Sellafield area are ten

times more likely to develop cancer than the national average

"Every politician should be beaten up by the police at some
: p b e

stage of their careers" claims Tory M.P. Willlam Waldergrave

I couldn't agree more.

"What is the difference between the Contras and the
P.LOC 7 & reporter asked C.LA. director Bill Casey. "The
Contras have a country and are trying to get it back, the
.10, doesn't have one®™ was the reply.,

il the Contras have a country, then why are they trying
to get it back ? and what happened to the country which the
PL.O had before they hadn't 7 if vou see what | mean, I
rhis ¢ any example of the way in which Mr. Casey, who |s
one of President Reagan's chief advisors explaing Foriegn
policy to him, thea | don't think that it's any wonder that

the old bastards confused.

"They are bureacrats at ease with evil,
it into routine”
FLEBLC. reporter Micheel Burke's description of South Afri
government officials.

They have turned

I found that | had lost
because access to
prisaoners wanting to

last time that | weighed myself,
| haven't done a lot of excercise
limited by the numbers of

ey
11
sLOTe,

the gym

use . | hate to sound pompous, but common thieves seem
t Nave priority.

Drug smuggler and mercenary, S.AS, Captain Simon "Who
flares \.\‘na.’!"-" H:n,wgtrd.

Every civilised nation honours and respects it's dead” said
iargaret Thatcher after the Enniskillen explosion. The photo-
raph befow, taken from "Republican News" shows the scenes

one week earlier, when those representives of the British na-
on, the Royal Ulster Constabulary, attacked the funeral

procession of two LR.A voluteers in Derry,

w1
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"The LR.A.'s campaign of violence will eventual
don't think anyone seriously beliéves that they wont
own way., As with sll the other colonial situations
been involved in, Britain will eventuelly go."

"Ken Livingstone's attempt to introduce a little realism
the discussions after Enniskillen, drew the retort
Kinnock that people who equate the lmlﬁmu
land with colonialism, "show a fundamentsl permafrost
mmabmthamtmdcohﬂdhl.“mmm
or Nerthern ireland."

The Oxford Dictionary defines a colony as "A body
settlers forming 8 community politically connected with their
parent state, the community so formed as long as the con-
nection lasis" a description which fits perfectly the situation
which exists in the north east corner of Ireland. But then
again, what cen you expect from a man who congratulated
the S.AS, on their victory over the "men of violence" after
their action at Loughhall, which left nine men, inCluding a
totally innocem passerby dead and another critically injured,
He certainly showed a permafrost (whatever that may mean)
ignorance sbout the nature of violence and the nature of the
S.AS.

i t‘;
s=7E8 IE°

-3

"I don't think that there is a case for doing something for
all pensioners. Not all pensioners are poor by any means,”

Cancellor Nigel Lawson. Whilst the last part of lis state-
ment may well be true, the policies pursued by Lawson and
his colleagues seem to suggest that they heve taken this as
an excuse to do as little as possible for ALL pensioners,

"Mc Namee was responsible for between 60 and 80 deasths,
16 of them in  Britan,"

Alistiar Burnett on the News at Ten after the conviction
of slleged LR.A. bombmaker Gilbert Mc Namee, "16 of them
in Britain" eh, A Freudian slip perhaps, or is Burnett a closet
Irish Republican ? Think about it,

*What have the Tories got against the BR.C., and why s
it that when we enjoy the best broadcasting in the world,
and suffer the worst newspapers, members of our gréat party
complain so often about the one, and so rarely about the
other" Could it be because most Tory M.Ps are right wing,
and mast newspapers arée right wing also,

Tory M.P, Julisn Critchley

An editorial in the London Standard discussed "The renais-

sance” in the nanny market, and the rise of domestic service
generaglly after @ post-war decline and concludes "For some
of course, the employment of nannies and cleaners 1s a status
symbotl, This s largely tllusory, Children are usually better
cared for by their parents, and houses by those who live in
them. However a soCiety which can happily support such a
system, seems on balance to be a happy and relaxed one.”
Happy and relaxed 7 What about the chronic unemployment,
the rising crime rate, the overcrowded prisons, the collapsing

NGHLS,, the mounting racial

When Marie Antoinette, the 18th century French Queen,
asked one of her domestic servamts why the mob was angry,
she was toid told "They have no bread® "No bread" she re-
plied "well let them eat coke" You are left with the impres-
swon that maybe she relied on the 18th century French equiv-
ilent of the Stondard for her information on Current affairs,
cut her head off.

attacks, etc,

Anyway, they
a lower percentage of it's national in-
than other state in I.ump-». Huwever
according to lan Gow, the real problems in housing are
"the rent control and security of tenure" No
prizes for guessing his political party.

Britwin now spends

ome on  housing, any

M.P.

twin evils of

"Imagine what it's like to feel an slien in your own city.
Imagine what it's like to sit at home conscious that a brick
might come flying through the window, Imagine what it's like

to be spat at abused and kicked while vou are walking around
the streets,”
A picture of what life was like for Jewish people in Berlin

how the Coventry
Aslans in Coventry today

Euro MP. Glyn Ford,
Britain every year. One

in the mid-thirties perhaps ? No. This is
Evening Telegraph describes lhile for

According to research conducted by
there are 70,000 racial attacks in
every T4 minutes,

A recent report in the Daily Mirror, revealed some interes-

ting facts about health care for the young, under the caring
government of Margaret "the N.H.S. 15 safe with us" Thatcher
It revealed amongst other things that

Harefield Hospital in Middlesex has four intensive cCare

beds for children,
Birmingham Children's

vital heart surgery

but only enough stafl for two of them,
Hospital has 34  children
has been put off in the last two months
because of a shortage of spe
Cralist One boys par
ents had to take court action
before he got his hole in the
heart operstion,

The Hospital for Sick Chil
dren in Bristol, has only half
of it's baby cots available,

King's College Hospital in
London turns away 15 prema-
ture babies every month be-
Cause it can't cope.

who's

nurses,

Brompton Hospital in West
London, the largest specialist
children's heart unit in the
country, has only half of it's
12 intensive care beds availa-
ble because of cash cuts and
a shortage of nurses,

Guy's Hospital in London
has a premature haby ward
which should have 30 nurses
it's got only 18, The intens-
ive care heart ward where
children recover from major
surgery s 10 nurses short,

The Tories are usually
great ones for going on about
religeon. There's one famous
line from the bible which
they seem to be tpking quite
literally,

"Suffer the little children®

@ 0ne of the coffing falle to the ground m the
RUC eatrmct a Brutel reveage on the lamifies and
frgnds of the deed Volunmen
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WE ARE
RED ACTION

THE ENDING OF THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM OF AND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIALIST ONE

CAPITALISM The need of capital and lnbour cannot ever be reconclied. in
other words the quest by the employing classes for greater proflt, is in eternal conflict
with the demands of the working class for higher vages, shorter hours etc. M is in the
obvious interest of the employer 1o keep wages down as bow as possible while it is
equally obvious (hat this does not serve the interests of the majority. The two systems
caplislism and socislism connol co-exist, @5 they sre in comstant struggle pulling in
apposite directions, each in pursit of its own gosb. A viclory for one Is pecessarily o
defest for the other, Thix is the major source of conflict in the world todey.
Capitalisn is 2 system which is based on the private ownership of the means of
production. This means that the factories, workplaces, natural resources eic, on
which we ali depend 1o produce the necessities of life are the private property of a few
individualy, who use them 1o produce nol what is most socially necessary, bwt
whatever will make them the most profit. When it sults them, they are able to close
down those productive resources, even though there may be grenl soclal need for
what could be produced on them, Regardiess of how rich & country may be in natural
resources, capitalism con never provide equality of wemith due v its own inherent
limitations. It is obviowsly impowible for everybody o0 become » cuphtafist
(employer) and so (o function, the syviem demands the creation and mainienance of
an employing clusws and » working class, or il you like on upper claxs and bower class.
Propping up this sylem, are the forces of socisl control—army, police force, divil
wrvice etc —all controlied by iotally unelecied and ua-sccountsbie representatives of
the capitalist clas.

SOCTALISM 1t is impossible for us today lo say exaetly what a sociadist sysiem will
be like, as when it happens there will be milllons of others involved in shaping K.
However there sre some features that would have (o be present in amy society, belore
we would be willing 10 consider it as socalist,

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP Only when all of the major productive resources and
mdusiny are (aken into public ownership, will it be possible for the democratic will of
the majority to easure that they are 2t all times employed in the most socially useful
manner. This will result in 3 massive incresse in production and wealth.
CONTROL OF SOCIETY All those who occupy positions of power and authority
will be elecied by thoss they represent and subject to recall.

FREEDOM AND EQUALITY Al will be expected to contribute (o production and
sl will receive equal reward und have equal rights, irrespective of sex, race of creed.
The state will provide adequate facilities to cater for the meeds of the elderly, sick,
handicapped, nursing mothers cic, who will all receive 2 full wage. All questions or
personsl moralitsy will be free from siate interference. Abortion and contraception
will be legal and provided by the staie. There will be freedom or worship for all
rebigion, but no church will be allowed 10 interfere in state mattens.

INTERNATIONALISM The capitalint economic sysiem is Nnked up internstionally,
therefore the sruggle (0 overthrow it is a worldwide one. ARl workers everywhere
have the same interests. It is impossible for socialism (o exist in isolation in one
coumtry, as the power of international capitalism would crush i,

NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM Socialism cansot be achieved
through the parliamentary system, becsuse the real power in society lays not with
elected MPs but with rich industrialists and the leaders of the armed forces, police
Judiciury etc. The present structures cannol be reformed they must be overthrow=.
The Labour Party does not iry 1o end capitalism, but merely give the worken s better
denl within i,

UNION STRENGTH, WE SUPPORT ANY PICKET LINE IN DEFENCE OF
WORKERS LIVING STANDARDS. We support a strong organised rank and file
movemen! within the unions. Union officials should be supported as bong as they
represent their members correctly. Bat rank and file unionists must reserve the right

TOTAL OPPOSITION TO RACISM AND FASCISM We opposed any movement
or ideology which attempis 1o divide the working class on grounds of race, sex, or
creed. We recognise the need 10 oppose Tascist organisations, both ideologically and
physically on fhe streets.

THE IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE AGAINST OUR OWN
RULING CLASS We support the right of oppressed people the world over to fight
back. We unconditionally support the right of the revolutionsry armies The frish
Republican Army, wnd the Irish National Liberation Army, (0 engage in armed
struggle 1o free their country from British rule. We draw great inspiration from the
principled and courageous manner in which they conduct their struggle. and from the
way in wiich they have integrated cultural and class expression into their political
movement.

THE “COMMUNIST STATES The regimes in couniries such as Russia, Ching

S (Cuba cic, are weed as examples (o (0 and prove socialism undesicable. In our view,

although these countries have planned economies, they cannot be described as
soctalist, We contend that socialism cannol be implemented from above by an
unaccountable ruling elite. Public ownership, freedom and democracy are all
esential features of sociabism and in their absence it cannot exist. We support the

| right ol the people in these states 1o overthrow the leadership and implement socialist

policies. Al the same time however, we recognise the difficulties that ststes such &
Nicaragua—and others past and present—fuce, from capitalisi backed mercenary
armies, militany intervention, wed economic sabotage, which make immediate
transition to & socialist sysiem impossible, While these states remain progressive, we
will continue 1o suppon them,

THE ORGANISATION Traditionally, the structure of revolutionsry socialist
groups in this couniry, has been one where the leadership is made up of & smull group
of sell selected academics nod intellectunl, who wield sbsolute authority over the
membership, Such a stracture Tails, firstly because there can be ao irue democracy i
wach 8 wel up, and corruption soon sety in, and secondly becsuse those leading the
orgsnisation are so fur removed from the realities of working class life, it cannol
relate properly 10 that class. A revolutionary socialist organisstion must be composed
of and led by working class people. It must recognise that no leadership is immune
from corruption and be truely democratic in its internal structures. It must be resdy
10 work in & non sectarian manner with other socialist and progressive groups. It
must present sockalist politics in a manner in which working clas people can identify
with in their life and their work and their leisure. 1 must be consistent, principled snd
above all honest in its politics. Only then will it begin 10 be sble 10 relate 1o the
working class, most of whom today wre cynical if mot hostile towards the
revolutionary lefi. We recognise that s revolutionary working class party is ecevary
 capltalism is to be overthrown. We are not thal party, neither are thowe groves
which claim (o be it. We will work 1o keep alive 2 tradition of working ciess
militancy, until such time s enough militants can be brought together 1o form that
party.






