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ARTHUR SCARGILL'S decision to stand for re-election as 
president of the National Union of Mineworkers has 
received a tremendous echo among rank and file mi-
ners. 

Miners arc threatened with six-da\' 
production. flexible workir.g. the in{
quitous disciplinary code and pit 
closu res. Afte r SC\'era l frustrating 
months of an ineffective overt ime 
ban this election wi ll clear the air for 
the battles against them. 

The To ries ~a nd British Coal want 
a compliant NUM leadership. whi ch 
11·iJJ give on ly token opposition to 
their attacks. Thev will do a ll th e\' 
possib ly can to pre-\'ent Arthur Scar
gi ll" s re -c lect io n. 
- But who will oppose him '.' The 
forme r left a rea leaders have al l been 
put on the spot by this e lect ion. 

Put up or shut up 
They have been conducting a cam

paign for statesmanlike negotiati ons 
over th e the disciplinary codes and 
the co ncept of six-day production. 
They have made insulting persona l 
a ttacks on th e stvle of Arthur Scar
gilrs leadership : playing into the 
hands of the Tories and British Coal 
ma nage ment. 

But so far. no area leader has 
been prepared to pick up the gaunt
let. Miners have watched a game of 
pass the parcel in which no-one 
wants th e prize. All the area leaders 
ha ve been desperately imploring 
each ot her to stand. 

Frantic manoeuvrings to find a 
candidate with some cred ibilitv are 
taking place behind the scenes: The 
possibility has been put forward of 
the ex-l eft leaders supporting the 
Yorkshi re right-winger , Walsh. So 
has the idea of there bei ng no other 

By Ian Isaac 
Secretary, National Miners' Broad 

Left 

candidate a t a ll ! The fact that these 
area leaders have yet to find a 
candidate speaks vo lumes abo ut 
their isolation from the rank and 
file. 

.. Put up or shut up ! .. Th at is the 
message of the rank and file. 

I have received reports from every 
coalfie ld showing the overwhelming 
desire of ordinarv miners to retai n 
Arthur Scargill as .the ir president and 
maintain the fighting socialist tradi
tions displayed in the historic battle 
of 1984/5 . 

The miners· Broad Left calls upon 
all rank and file mine rs to organise as 
never before for a victorv for Arthur 
Scargill. We should not ·take victory 
for granted. The whole weight of the 
capitalist establ ishment will be 
thrown into this e lect ion. including 
the Tories . the millionaire press . t he 
Coal Board and right-wing Labour 
MPs. ~ ~ 

Let us involve every rank and file 
min e r in mass meetings , discussion 
and debate in order to secure a 
crushing victory o n 22 January . 

The re-election of Arthur Scargill 
will give a massive boost to the 
developing confidence and militancy 
among miners . It will be a severe 
blow to the moral e of Tories and 
their class. It will lift the mood of 
workers in a ll unions in the fight to 
defe nd Jiving standards , jobs. and 
trade uni on a nd democratic rights. 
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His re-election 
will be a blow 
to the morale 
of the Tories 
and their 
class 

5 January deadline 
See page 7 for details of how you can help 
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Scargill and new 
union offensive 

A SAVAGE battle for the presidency of the 
National Union of Miners looms ahead in the next 
few months. This battle will not be left solely to 
miners. Already the capitalist media and right wing 
Labour MPs have involved themselves in the 
scramble to find a credible candidate to stand 
against Arthur Scargill. 

The ex-left NUM area leaders have been increas
ingly vocal with demands that the NUM should seek 
a middle road and be more flexible in its relations 
with British Coal management and the Tories. 

But there is -it seems-a generalised reluctance 
among these leaders to put thei r moderation to the 
test. The reason is clear: despite all the hysterical 
abuse heaped upon Arthur Scargill , not least by 
some of these ex-lefts , he is seen by the mass of 
ordinary miners as a leader who is unbending in 
defence of their jobs and conditions. 

Any candidate standing agai nst Arthur Scargill 
would be looked upon as an ally of the management 
and the Tories in the run-down of the industry and 
mining communiti es. His re-election will be a 
crushing blow to the idea that militancy and socialist 
ideas are unpopular among ra nk and file 
workers. 

Following the defeat of the miners' strike-due 
above all to the refusal of the trade union and labour 
leaders to build effective support for the miners
strikes throughout industry hit a 50 year low. In this 
very temporary climate 'new realists ' in the NUM 
and the unions generally believed they had disco
vered a new permanent fact of life: 'the workers will 
not fi ght '! 

Already this pessimism is being answered. In 
recent months widespread defensive action has 
taken place in the public sector. Postal workers have 
been in the forefront , with 91 disputes nationall y 
since April , 61 in London alone. Now, despite a 
hesitant , low-key campaign by the UCW leaders, 
postal workers have recorded a 55 per cent majority 
for an offensive strike for a shorter working 
week . 

A significant industrial offensive is also brewing in 
the private sector, where workers are movi ng 
forward to reclaim some of the ground lost in the 
last few years . Vauxhall workers won a victory in a 
dispute on bonus payments and have since had a one 
day strike over pay. A similar mood of militancy is 
growing in Ford and in nationalised Austin 
Rover . 

As with the 1984/5 miners' strike , young workers 
are in the front line. In the drive by management for 
maximum efficiency, in most industries it is the 
young workers who have been thrust into the most 
arduous and back-breaki.ng jobs. The massive postal 
sorting offices are staffed almost exclusively by 
young workers. So are the assembly lines in the car 
industry where workers are considered old at 
24. 

Young workers in particular will not be used like 
machines. They have been pushed beyond the 
limit. 

The you ng miners themselves have more than 
recovered from the 1985 defeat . Last year there 
were 35 ti mes more strikes per worker in the mining 
industry than in the economy as a whole. On 
average miners lost eight times more hours in 
industri al disputes than other workers. 

At this time , a renewed mandate for A rthur 
Scargill is thus charged with enormous widespread 
significance. Believing their own propaganda about 
the un popularity of fighting leaders , the Tories 
designed sections of their new Employment Bill 
specifically to force Arthur Scargill into an election. 
But now he has taken the fight to them , they are 
panicking. 

His victory will stiffen the resolve of every miner 
against six-day working, pit closures and the dis
ciplinary code . It will give a massive impetus to the 
developing confidence of workers in all unions. 

A deep industrial recession is on the way. Clearly 
it will be met by a newly embattled working class. A 
renewed avalanche of redundancies and lay-offs will 
provoke unparalleled resistance . , 

Militant supporters wi ll do their upmost to ensure 
the re-election of Arthur Scargi ll. And in the 
struggles ahead Militant supporters will play a 
decisive role in helping to rearm all the organisa
tions of the labour and trade union movement with 
fighting socialist leadership. 
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Published by Militant. 
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Labour women's conference 

LABOUR WOMEN at 
their conference on 14 
and 15 November, 
made clear to the Par
ty leadership there is 
no support amongst 
rank and file women 
for the abandonment 
of socialism. 

By Margaret Creear 
Delegate Southwark 

Women's Council 

Vi do 
Marxism 

r 
They were only able to 

deliver this verdict , 
however, after Militant sup
porters had successfully 
moved reference back of 
the attempt by the majority 
on the National Women's 
Committee to impose 
workshops on the confe
rence. Orginally just Sun
day morning was to be 

manded supporters be 
" dealt with" for advocating 
breaking the law. " What 
about the suffragettes ," 
and "Liverpool' ' came back 
the cries. 

-~~~~~~~~-, ~ 

devoted to discussing 
resolutions-22 minutes 
had been allocated to 
debate Alton's Abortion 
Bill! 

As it was, important res
olutions were carried on 
child abuse and women's 
safety , demanding in
creased expenditure on 
social services, transport 
etc, but looking fi rml y to a 
social ist society as the basis 
for better human relation
ships. 

But it was Alton 's Bill 
that really set conference 
alight . T he emergency 
composite from Pollock 
and Coventry women's sec
tions was overwhelmingly 
carried. T heir delegates 
stressed the need to cam
paign against the lack of 
NHS facilities and agai nst 
the poverty which can drive 
women to abortion , as well 
as against the legal restric
tions. 

An emergency motion 
called fo r a labour move
ment conference to launch 
a national struggle to de
fend local council demo
cracy . It also pointed to 
Liverpool 's local election 
successes and despite at
tempts by the right to re
peat the old slanders , was 
carried . 

The major blow to 'new 
reali sm' came in the natio
nalisati on debate , however. 
Public ownership of the 
pharmaceutical industry 
was carried, and then de
legates turned thei r atten
tion to the banks and finan 
cial institutions. Muriel 
Browning, from Llanelli 
Women 's Council , pointed 
to the millions made in 
speculation , whil st manu
facturing industry conti
nued to collapse. "The 
stock market crash is a 
forerunner of world reces
sion, and we will be made 
to pay". 

Nationalisation 
Several delegates de

manded a lead from the 
NWC and from the labour 
and trade union leaders in 
calling a national demons
tration agai nst Alton. They 
also demanded that all La
bour MPs abide by Party 
policy and vote against the 
bill. 

Another delegate exp
lained that for the last few 
years conference has dis
cussed the increasing 
number , especially among 
women workers, of part
time jobs and temporary 
contracts, who can be 
pushed out of the work
force at a minute's notice. 
" Why put so many on tem
porary contracts, if capital
ism has a stable future?" 

Labour women demand that the Party leaders organise 
against Alton's Bill. 

mondsey delegate threw 
out a challenge to anyone 
who wanted to oppose it , to 
come up and defend the 
record of any of these 
monopolies. It was not 
taken up , and the resolu
tion was passed on a card 
vote . 

the paper. Perhaps Neil 
Kinnock should ' listen to ' 
the Party's women 
members. 

This fighting mood conti
nued throughout the confe
rence. In the poll tax 
debate the EETPU de
legate found little support 
for attempts to derail dis
cussion by wi tch-hunting. 
She quoted from Militant's 
poll tax leafl et , and de-

The privatisation compo
site demanded renationlai
sation of hived off indus
tries but also the nationali
sation of the top 200 mono
polies. Moving it , the Ber-

The conference was a 
victory for Marxist ideas, 
70 attended the Militant 
readers' meeting , £400 was 
raised in fight ing fund and a 
quarter of delegates bought 

THE TUC General Coun
cil has agreed to participate 
in a demonstration aga inst 
Alton 's Bill on 19 March. 
John Macreadie has de
manded that the TUC call 
and lead a labour move
ment demonstration in 
defence of worki ng class 
women 's abortion rights. 

CP' s terminal decline 
THE 40TH Congress of the Commun
ist Party was a dying gasp from an 
organisation which once attracted the 
country's most militant workers. 

It confirmed the expulsion of most of 
the Party's best known trade union
ists including TUC General Council 
Member , Ken Gill , It heard that mem
bership was at its lowest since the war, 
" reflecting recent years of crisis and 
longer-term membership decline," 
according to general secretary, Gor
don McLennan. 

And it discussed what one delegate 
called the "death" of' the YCL, the 
Party's youth wing, whose total mem
bership is now 44 in just three 
branches . 

The only ' success' the Communist 
Party could record was the increase in 
sales of its journal, Marxism Today. 
The executive congratulated it on " a 
big increase in media coverage . .. the 
vast majority of which is favourable ." 
They omitted to mention that it has 
won this praise for providing the 
arguments that Labour leaders, from 
Neil Kinnock to David Blunkett, have 
used to justify their defection to the 
r ight. 

But McLennan's keynote speech 
was to the right of Neil Kinnock's 
address to Labour's conference. 

A few references to class politics and 
unilateral disarmament were thrown 
in to fend off criticism from other 
factions in the Party. But McLennan 's 
message on every issue was that the 
labour movement should submerge 
itself in alliances with anyone. 

Support Liberals 
He praised empty gestures like 

Hands Across Britain as the way to 
fight unemployment . Campaigning 
against the poll tax should include 
"Liberals and sections of the SOP and 
the Tories." Labour must end its 
" negative and sometimes hostile atti
tude"to the Alliance parties, with 
whom " electoral agreements might 
well emerge. " 

One delegate even criticised " both 
right and left of the British labour 
movement" for having " aspects of 
sectarianism about them.'' Apparently 
Labour's r ight is ultra-left for not 
organising pacts with the SOP traitors, 
and dissident Tories! 

The CP leadership accepts that capi
talism will exist indefinitely and that 
the working class is too weak to do 
anything about it. 

In the unions too, the CP's policy is 
more and more openly right-wing. An 

executive member criticised Arthur 
Scargill for "sticking to rigid formu
las" and industrial organiser, Peter 
Carter, attacked "those union leaders 
who use militancy to create divisions 
within the working class"! 

Such horrifying right-wing phrases, 
and the fa ilure of the CP's policies to 
measure up to events, have resulted in 
a series of splits and expulsions. The 
leadership has been prepared to use 
the crudest Stalinist methods to defend 
their liberal 'Euro-communist' poli
tics. 

While encouraging the trendies of 
Marxism Today to run theoretical riot , 
they have purged the faction who 
control the Morning Star, the daily 
paper set up by the CP. 

Essentially there is no principled 
difference between the 'Euro
communists' and the Morning Star 
faction, who are also committed to 
cross-class alliances and support for 
the bureaucratic dictatorships in 
Russia and Eastern Europe. This con
gress shows that incorrect policies 
have led both wings of the 'Commu
nist' Party to a state of terminal 
decline. 

By Tony Cross 
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Racist repatriation 
FOR THE last month the 
Labour council in the 
North London borough 

.... 
Cll 
u 
c: 

CJ) 

of Camden have been ai 
> repatriating Irish fami- C!l 

lies whom they claim 
they cannot house. 

By Colin de Freitas 

The families have been 
issued with air line tickets 
and told to return to Ire
land. A pregnant woman 
who was repatriated by 
Camden is now squatting in 
a Dublin fl at without heat
ing or electricity and with 
little prospect of being 
housed for three or four 
years. 

This is a scandal which 
must be utterly condemned 
by the whole labou r move
ment . 

Intentionally 

0 
0 
..: 
a.. 

home I 

March against racist deportations in North London last Saturday. 

Council . leaders justify 
the policy on the grounds 
that these fam ilies have 
made themselves inten
tionally homeless when 
they came to Britain in the 
first place. The council is 
considering whether to do 
the same with Bangladeshi 
families claiming housing in 
the borough. 

themselves deliberately Hamlets". on Camden to aba ndon im- The Marxists and the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists are exposing 
the dangers of racism to 
black and white workers. 
The Black Youth rally to 
be held in Lambeth Town 
Hall on 5 December will 
take this message out to 
the black communities 
and the labour move
ment. 

homeless by leaving The actions of Camden, mediately any further repa-
Bangladesh . But Camden a so-called ' left' council , triations and to reverse all 
are actually sending fami - make it harder for Labour those already instituted and 
lies 'back home'. activists to fight the callous ensure that no other La-

Labour's national exe- evict ions of the Tower bour authority ever sanc-
cutive committee (NEC) Hamlets Liberals. They are tions such policies in the 
passed a resolution , moved future. 
by the Young Socialist Callous Camden have gone even 

further than Liberal
controlled Tower Hamlets 
council , who earlier this 
yea r turfed out 80 Bangla
deshi fami lies from bed and 
breakfast accommodation 
and threw them on the 
st reets. According to the 
Liberals they too had made 

representative . Linda 
Doug!as, condemning " the 
racist policy of the Liberal 
and SDP council in Tower 
Hamlets" and accusing 
them of using racism " to 
implement cuts and attack 
the conditions of black and 
white people in Tower 

also openi ng up the way for 
the racists and bigots in the 
Tory Party to call for the 
repatriation of blacks 
because British capitalism 
cannot offer them houses , 
jobs , health care , etc. 

The NEC must now call 

IN THE face of Thatcher's 
anti-working-class of
fensive and the actions of 
councils like Camden and 
Tower Hamlets, the need 
for black and white unity 
in the struggle against 
the Tories is essential . 

Invited speakers in
clude Arthur Scargill, Bill 
Morris, Paul Boateng MP, 
Keith Vaz MP and Linda 
Douglas. 

Roger McKay 

!I. •• -•• I' 
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MILITANT'S CAMPAIGN to win thou
sands of new supportE::rs in November 
continues with this statement by 
Roger McKay, president of Ipswich 
Teachers' Association and delegate to 
this year's National Union of Teachers 
conference. 

"The only way to answer the hypo
crisy and double standards of the . 
Tories' attitude to teachers and state 
education is with a clear and positive 
socialist alternative. 

"This is what Militant has always 
done and why I have supported the 
paper for a number of years. 

"Education under socialism would 
mean modern well-resourced and 
properly staffed schools providing 
true equality for working-class chil
dren, which we have.never had yet in 
this country." 

Broadgreen right gains 
THE ANNUAL General Meet
ing of Liverpool Broadgreen 
Constituency Labour Party, 
postponed for practically 18 
months, saw a big shift to the 
right. 

By Dave Cotterill 

The party bureaucracy, who act 
in concert with the right wing , is 
trying to prepare the way for the 
reselection of Terry Fields MP. 

Their aim has been to dishearten 
the active membership. They ex
pelled the party's officers , includ
ing Derek Hatton (chair) and 
Roger Bannister (secretary). 

Then they debarred the newly
elected officers, Josie Aitman 
(chair) and Elaine Bannister 
(secretary). Both have been re
ferred to the national constitu
tional committee (for probable ex
pulsion) and for this 'crime' were 
disallowed as delegates . 

Since the general election a 
dozen new members have been 
rejected , some on the grounds that 
they were not on the electoral 
register , one girl just because she 
used a shortened version of her 
name on the application form. 

Yet at Friday's meeting some 
new delegates who are not on the 
electoral register in Broadgreen, 
were allowed in. 

One ward membership secretary 
was insisting that he see new 
members personally befor~ accept
ing their applications. 

The party has been suspended 
since August 1986, yet nine trade 
union branches were allowed to 
affil iate up to December 1986 and 

send 10-12 new delegates. In 
other words, ward parties were 
disenfranchised immediately, but 
certain trade unions managed to 
add new delegates. 

In all likelihood a 'prison regi
me' will develop-the newly
elected secretary, Malcolm Ken
nedy , is well-known as a witch
hunter. The new Youth Officer , 
Frank Dunn , was recently quoted 
on the radio as saying he would be 
outside the Militant rally to watch 
if Terry Fields attended and that if 
he did he wou ld be reporting to the 
national executi ve. 

Unfortunately many of those on 
the left have now stampeded to the 
right and joined them in an entirely 
unprincipled alliance against the 
Militant. 

The comments of John Hamil
ton , the former leader of the city 
council , who was elected as chair
man of the Broadgreen party, are 
indicative of how far they have 
travelled away from a left position 
in the party. 

He has already through the 
pages of the media threatened Ter
ry Fields' position , declaring: "If 
Terry Fields is hoping to retai n his 
seat as MP, he will have to take 
note of the new membership of the 
constituency, particularly the exe
cutive and work closely and har
moniously with them if he wants to 
have their confidence. This can 
happen to any MP- he has got to 
recognise the winds of change". 

Former lefts in the Transport 
and General Workers ' Union have 
declared themselves as a 'third 
force ' (the ' Progressive Left'), ris
ing above the right and the Mili
tant. Yet on the night they cast 
their votes with the right. 

The genuine elements within the 

Broad left throughout the city are 
now appalled at the consequences 
of these act ions and without a 
doubt action wi ll be taken to 
replace these people who parade 
under a left banner but in reality 
block with the right . 

For months now the party 
machine in Liverpool has been 
acti ng in tandem with the trade 
union bureaucracy to achieve a 
result for the right in Broadgreen. 
Neil Kinnock's cypher , Peter Kil
foyle, has personall y ensured that 
the machine of the labour move
ment was mobilised for the right 
wing. _ 

The 47 surcharged councillors 
may be fighting to avoid bankrupt
cy , Ford workers may be out on 
strike, but the right and former left 
have ignored these struggles in 
order to mobilise everything to 
defeat Militant in Broadgreen. 

Yet the hold of the right wing is 
precarious. Some positions were 
won by on ly one vote . For the time 
being they have secured their aims, 
but their attempt to deselect Terry 
Fields will come up against a brick 
wall. As one woman put it the next 
morn ing: "We are militant people 
in Liverpool ; that is why we want 
MPs like Terry Fields". 

THREE MEMBERS of Glasgow 
Springburn Labour Party-Stephen 
Lees, Emma Phillips and Charlie 
Robertson- have been referred to the 
national constitutional committee for 
expulsion. 

They are charged with bringing the 
party into disrepute, misrepresenting 
Springburn Labour Party, collecting 
money and having the LPYS banner 
without permission. 

Local MP Michael Martin referred 
to a lobby of the general management 
committee as 'scum'. 

Attack 
on the 
poorest 

THE LABOUR MP for 
Coventry South East, 
Dave Nellist, has con
demned the govern
ment's Social Security 
Bill, which " attempts to 
make the working class 
of this country, 
especially the poorest 
sections of the working 
class, pay for the crisis in 
the capitalist economy 
which is not of their 
making". 

He said in Parliament 
that the social fund, 
which is to replace 
supplementary benefit, 
will make the poor pay 
yet again: "The budget 
that will be allocated to 
local offices to admin
ister the social fund will 
include the amount that 
claimants must pay back 
on the loans that they 
may be granted. 

" Therefore the social 
fund will become a local 
poor box for people on 
low incomes. Future 
unemployed people will 
have no right to extra 
help with major ex
penses such as chil
dren's clothing, cookers 
or repairs which are not 
covered by their weekly 
benefit. 

"The system of single 
payments will be 
replaced by a system of 
loans rationed through 
the fund" he added: "I 
strongly advise all those 
who might read the 
debate, or extracts of it, 
to seek assistance from 
their local law centre or 
citizens advice bureaux 
so that they can claim 
their rights before they 
disappear in April 1988." 
"The Tories" he said 
"have set weekly benefit 
rates at a miserly level. 
Inevitably the social fund 
will be overrun by people 
who cannot make ends 
meet. The Bill gives the , 
administrators greater 
discretion to decide who 
deserves, or does not 
deserve, help." 

"Local offices will be 
expected to keep within 
their budgets and not to 
operate waiting lists or 
review those cases turn
ed down, because of the 
lack of money, for a 
minumum of six months. 
The draft manual states: 
'Single applicants or a 
couple without children 
would generally have 
lower priority' and 
'Loans should not be 
made to those unable to 

.pay'. 
"Once again," he con· 

eluded "the poorest 
group of those on bene
fits will face the severest 
cuts." 
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Labour Party 
Young Soclallsts 
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"YOU'RE TRYING to ~ 
make YTS sound Iuxu-

0 rious. What do you 0 
know about it? I know a': 
loads of people who've 
been on them! There's 
no training and none of 
my friends have got a 
job at the end of the 
scheme," shouted a 
school student in a 
debate at Parliament 
Hill School, Camden. 

She was having a go at 
the MSC representative, 
who debated with Paula 
Hanford of the LPYS 
National Committee on 
YTS. · 450 school stu
dents turned up to hear 
the debate. 

When the chairperson 
introduced the MSC 
speaker she was booed 
and hissed. But when 
Paula was announced 
as an opponent of the 
schemes, the audience 
clapped cheered and 
stamped their feet. 

The MSC speaker 
started by saying, "I 
know everyone here 
will disagree with what 
I have to say, but please 
bear with me." So much 
for YTS being popular 
with young people! 

And everybody was in 
stitches when she went 
on to say, "Yes, I know 
there are deaths on 
YTS, but people die in 
all workplaces." 

The LPYS speaker got 
a brilliant response. 
There was an electric 
atmosphere with nearly 
all the students really 
angry about the Tories' 
proposals. 

The school students' 
union has to turn this 
sort of mood into ac
tion. 

By Dan Lewenstein 
London School 
Students' Union 

Idle 
buggers? 
YOUNG SOCIALISTS 
might be surprised to find 
some other people with 
doubts about YTS. 

Leslie Kemp, ex-
chairman of the Cons
truction Industry Train
ing Board, has criticised 
the scheme. 

But don't go thinking 
he is standing ·up for free 
choice and all the other 
Tory virtues they're al 
ways on about! 

"The last thing you 
want is to have a lot of 
idle buggers dumped on 
you for training they 
don't want," says Mr 
Kemp. 

His board was the big
gest training agency in 
YTS. Young building 
workers would no doubt 
tell him: "We don't want 
training in making the 
tea, but we would like a 
scheme that pays pro
perly and gives us proper 
skills. " 

Stop the Tories' 

YTURC lobby of Parliament in 1985. 

Needed: Socialist 
leaders for students 
THE LABOUR Campaign for a 
Socialist NUS was launched at a 
recent meeting called by Lang
side College Labour club in Scot
land . 

It was the first step in starting a 
debate in the Scottish student 
movement on how to defeat the 
Tories' attacks on education. 

The meeting concluded that a 
new leadership was needed for 
students in the region, and 
decided to contend for the La
bour nominations for the NUS 
Scotland executive elections in 
1988. 

They decided to _campaign on a 
programme of joint action be
tween students and workers to 
defeat education cuts. 

But building a fighting leader
ship for the Scottish student lea
dership is inseparable from the 
struggle to democratise National 
Organisation Labour Students. 
The meeting also decided to con
duct a campaign for a democra
tic selection procedure as a pre
requisite for mobilising maxi
mum support around the Labour 
candidates. 

By John Jennings 

Just Temporary 
lavery 

THE NEW Job Training Scheme {JTS) became 
Just Temporary Slavery for John Millar of 
Whitburn in West Lothian. 

Harassed by the Job 
Centre into going onto 
JTS , he was placed in 
Glenburne Security Ltd of 
Glasgow as a 'trainee· 
security guard, along 
with several other 'trai
nees' . 

After an initial quiet pe
riod , they came under 
pressure from manage
ment to do more work, 
until eventually they 
were expected to do 70 
hours a week! They were 
threatened that if they 
left the scheme, their 
benefit would be 
stopped. 

At one point, John 
worked from 7 am to 12 
midday, and then from 2 
pm to 12 noon the next 
day, a 27 hour shift over 
a weekend! All this just to 
get his benefit! 

When he contacted the 
local MSC office, they ad
mitted that Glenburne 
Security had been 
stopped from running 
JTS three times before. 

During the four weeks 
he was working on the 
scheme, John only rec
eived one week 's giro, 
due to a 'hi ccup ' at the 
local DHSS. 

The MSC regards Reid 
Consultants, the manag
ing agency for the 
scheme in West Lothian, 
as the best performing in 
the country. The MSC's 
slogan 'Helping you to 
help yourself' should be 
changed to 'Helping 
employers to help 
themselves'! 

By Jim Bennett 
Edinburgh 

Scottish 
OVER 150 young people came to 
the YTURC rally held in Dundee 
as part of the Scottish half day 
strike on 5 November. strike 

success 
LPYS speaker, Terry 

Doherty spoke of the hor
rific conditions youth face 
and the need for them to 
be organised through 
YTURC and the LPYS to 
fight back against the 
government attacks. 
Many of those present 
were attending their first 
political event. 

Over 300 FE students 
and YTS trainees came 
out on strike at Falkirk 
Tech. 50 youth attended 
a rally in the Falkirk 
Shopping Centre. The 
rally was addressed by 
speakers from YTURC, 
the LPYS and local trade 
unionists. Falkirk Trades 
Council gave their sup
port despite a scandalous 
lette r from the STUC dis-

sociating themselves 
from the strike. 

The Scottish Labour 
Party and the Scottish 
Trades Union Council 
executives opposed the 
strike without proposing 
any alternative. 

Yet they were forced to 
recognise its success. 
When interviewed on TV 
Margaret Lynch, member 
of the Scottish Labour 
Party executive and 
Scottish Youth Campaign 
Comittee, had to admit 
that it was a "credible 
demonstration ." 

CPSA DEPUTY general 
secretary, John Macrea
die, has written to the 
Scottish TUC asking 
them why they are circu
lating unions with an at
tack on the Youth Trades 
Union Rights Campaign 
(YTURC). 

"The CPSA is currently 
running a campaign 
against the unagreed im
position of YTS in the 
Civil Service and we have 
found YTURC very help
ful, and that we share 
common objectives in 
the campaign against 
YTS," he says. 
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Hair-raisi ng 
expenence 
MORE AND more young 
people are getting angry 
about the idea of en
forced YTS schemes and 
their slave-labour 
wages. 

"Christmas is coming 
up soon, and the money 
which is left each week is 
saved - just £3 . How can 
you buy a decent present 
for that?", five second 
year hairdressing YTS 
trainees wrote in a letter 
to Bruce Arnott, East of 
Scotland organiser for 
YTURC. 

"Jn our salon we do 

more work than the styl
ists. We shampoo, clean 
the salon from top to bot
tom every day. pass up 
rollers, wash windows, 
run behind everyone, 
pick up things, wash to 
wels, wash tools, answer 
the phone.. .. These are 
only half the things we 
have to do", they say. 

"We think ifYTS money 
·went up to a decent 
wage, then more young 
ones will decide to take a 
YTS rathe r than laying 
about the house and 
wandering the streets. " 
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S conscription 
Labour 
leaders 
attack 
youth 

Conference threatened 
THE NATIONAL conference of 
the Labour Party Young Social
ists (LPYS) is under threat. 

The Labour Party's Youth Sub
committee has decided to have a 
two week 'inquiry' into the con
ference and report to the Na
tional Executive. Leading right
wingers did little to conceal the 
fact that they aim to undermine 
Militant's influence in the Par
ty's youth section, but, as leading 

official, Joyce Gould, said: "The 
problem is, if we take away Mili
tant, there'd be no confe
rence." 

The right's solution is likely to 
be that the conference is reduced 
to 'workshops', without the 
power to take decisions, or even 
cancelled altogether. 

The LPYS's paper Socialist 
Youth is to be shut down, even 
though this will cost the Party 

Bosses to run 
FE colleges 

money. The printers 
insisted that they need 
three months' notice of 
cancellation. But the 
committee was so keen 
to close Socialist Youth 
on political grounds, 
that it rejected a pro
posal to print the paper, 
which makes a profit, 
for that period, and 
decided to pay the 

THE TORIES' Education Reform Bill contains 
the most serious attacks yet on the Further 
Education sector. 

Cheryl Varley is the Further Education La
bour Students (Fels) member on the NUS 
Further Education National Committee (Feilc), 
a body which represents 750,000 FE students 
in NUS. Cheryl has been arguing for Fenc to 
campaign against the Tories' attacks, which it 
has not discussed yet! Below is a summary of a 
campaigning document produced by Cheryl 
outlining what the proposals mean: 

THE FE sector is already 
unde.rfunded. Many colle
ges have very few facili
ties for students, such as 
sports facilities and 
course related facilities 
like computers. 

They are only interested 
in education as long as it 
profits their big business 
friends . With increasing 
unemployment it is now 
more profitable for the 
Tories to reorganise the 
FE colleges into nothing 
more than YTS work hou
ses. 

big business, accountable 
to no one but themselv-
es. 

They will have a free 
rein in determining the 
content of, and access to, 
education for the local 
community. They will 
squeeze out subjects that 
they can't make money 
out of, like art and socio
logy. 

Opting out 

printer not to produce 
it! 

The Further Educa
tion Labour Students 
(Fels) · are to be re
warded for getting La
bour student, Colette 
Williams, onto the NUS 
executive by an investi
gation by the infamous 
National Constitution 
Committee. This move, 
inspired by the leader
ship of the National Or
ganisation of Labour 
Students, could lead to 
disciplinary measures 
against Fels members. 

Protests against the 
attacks on the LPYS and 
Fels are expected to 
flood in to the Labour 
Party over the next 
week. 

By Militant reporters 

Dutch youth are on the march! Part of the demonstration. 

YTS goes Dutch 
BRITAIN IS not the only 
country where the bosses 
are introducing cheap la
bour schemes. 

In Holland, youth face 
plans to conscript them 
onto YTS-type schemes 
and a cut in the minimum 
youth wage. The right
wing coalition govern
ment there is obviously 
following Thatcher's 
example. 

But a Dutch youth trade 
union wants to follow the 
LPYS's example in fight
ing their plans. It orga
nised a demonstration on 
7 November and invited 
Linda Douglas to speak at 
it on the LPYS's cam
paigns against YTS. 

Another speaker was 
from the Spanish school 
students' union. He exp
lained their victory over a 
so-called Socialist gov
ernment's attacks on 
education . 

Dutch living standards 
are much higher than in 
Britain. But youth 
unemployment is grow
ing very quickly. As al
ways, youth are the first 
to be attacked. 

But youth all over the 
world are not going to sit 
back and accept what the 
bosses throw at them. We 
will lead the fight against 
capitalism. 
By a Young Socialist 

The Tories have cut at 
least £2 billion in educa
tion . Rate capping has 
meant cuts in FE colleges 
since 60- 70 per cent of 
local authority budgets 
are spent on education. 

250,000 FE students do 
not receive any grant 
whatsoever. Now the 
Tories want to force 
30,000 16-17 year old 
part time unemployed 
students onto YTS. 

Boards of governors will 
be given the power to run 
colleges. They will be 
reorganised to guarantee 
local bosses at least 50 
per cent of the seats. Tra
de unions and student 
unions will not be gua
ranteed any! In effect the 
colleges will be handed 
over to control by local 

There is no guarantee 
that student unions will 
receive a budget or even 
a right to exist! The 
wages of college staff and 
power to hire and fire will 
be determined by the 
board of governors. This 
is a clear attack on the 
unions and the national 
pay rates they have 
won. 

The idea of 'opting out' 
will be extended to the FE 
sector. The Tories' plans 
will result in the develop
ment of elite colleges 
with resources funded by 
local industry. Ghetto col
leges would develop with 
poor resources teaching 
unprofitable subjects. In 
the long run these colle
ges would close. 

Union opposes 

Join the 

Labour Party 
Young 

Socialists 

However legislation will 
not prevent the anger of 
students and trade 
unionists over these pro
posals to privatise further 
education . 

Fels demands that NUS 
organises alongside those 
trade unionists who are 
also threatened. If a na
tional campaign were 
based on this strategy, 
with mass meetings being 
called in the colleges of 
both workers and stu
dents to prepare the way 
for national joint action, 
then the Tories could be 
defeated. 
* Governors to be 
democratically elected, 
1/3 from the college 
and student unions, 1/3 
from the local authority 
and 1 /3 from the local 
labour and TU move
ment. * No cuts in education 
spending! A reversal of 
all cuts made so far 
under the Tory govern
ment. 
* Access to education 
for all! .. 
* A £35 a week mini
mum grant for all 
school leavers or full 
trade union rates of pay 
and health and safety 
rights for YTS trai
nees. 

THE WORKERS who are sup
posed to promote YTS think it 
stinks. Our union, CPSA, is 
demanding union rates of pay, 
proper training and guaranteed 
jobs for trainees before it will 
cooperate with YTS in the civil 
service. 

In Coventry, West 

slave 
labour 

Bromwich and Bolton , 
workers in the Depart
ment of Employment (DE) 
have been on strike over 
management introducing 
YTS. 

Now CPSA is balloting 
its members in the 
Department to get a one
day strike on 27 No
vember. Returns show an 
overwhelming yes vote, 
with areas like Glasgow, 
where Broad Left 
members have put our 
case to the members, vir
tually unanimous. This is 
a warning to manage
ment and there is likely to 
be more action if they still 
insist on bringing YTS 
in . 

Our bosses say that we 
have to "demonstrate our 
faith in our own pro
duct" . But the first trai
nee at DE headquarters 
was sacked after a few 
weeks on the scheme! 
After bulling him up in 
their own propaganda as 
a prospective busines
sman, they put him to 
work stuffing enveiopes. 
No wonder he developed 
what they called a "poor 
attitude"! 

They want YTS so as 
they can cut back on our 
already low wages, to 

I VTS-THE -
I rwa fACfD APPllAcH. . 
/ ~~.r~::5r~~~b~s':~~NMeN. r.cunso. ,~ I 
I CONCERNED WITH EMP THEN SAY THEY'RE 

EXPERIENCE FOR ioOUYNMENT AND WORK 
P-~ G PEOPLE. . 

• 
cover existing staff short
ages, to weaken our 
unions and to make YTS 
" respectable" and hide 
the fact that a lot of YTS
ers are employed in back 
street sweatshops. 

This is confirmed by a 
confidential management 
circular which says: "We 
all lose credibility if we 
say it is fine for the out-

side world, but we cannot 
have it in our own organi
sation." 

With the high staff turn- · 
over in the Department, 
particularly in London, 
YTS trainees could end 
up being the most expe
rienced but the lowest 
paid staff in offices. 
By CPSA members 

-----



Portsmouth Militant seller 
assaulted by the police 

Use the 
articles 
WE HAVE recently rec
eived a number of 
examples of how feature 
articles have been used to 
boost the sales of Mili
tant. 

The recent series on Post 
Office workers has aimed 
to prepare readers for the 
possibility of industrial ac
tion by the UCW. Sellers in • 
Bridgend approached the · 
local branch of the union • 
with the issue which fea- · 
tured the historic 1971 • 
UPW strike. As a result of 
this initiative the branch 
officers bought 25 copies 
of that issue. 

Last week's middle-page · 
socialist analysis of the 
topical question of child 
abuse created a great deal 
of interest. The feature 
was pasted on the wall 
outside the national confe
rence of Labour women 
over the weekend and whi
le almost all other posters 
were ripped down, the 
child abuse feature stayed · 
up and one in four of the 
conference delegates 
bought a copy of Mili
tant. 

In Sittingbourne, Kent, 
one seller managed to sell 
12 copies in just 15 
minutes after sticking up 
the middle pages. People 
were stopping to look at 
the article, and then rais
ing points of view on the 
subject. The seller said she 
had never experienced a . 
sale like it before. 

The clear lesson from 
these experiences is that 
sales car be much more 
effectivt. ... nen we read the 
paper beforehand and use 
the material inside to help 
organise the selling. 

By Geny Lerner 

FOR A couple of years 
now, Militant sup
porters in Portsmouth 
have been holding 
street meetings of be
tween 50 and 250 
people to explain their 
policies, mainly on is
sues affecting the 
young. 

A year ago three of 
them spent 44 hours 
locked up in Central 
Police Station for tak
ing a vote in the pre
cinct. Two weeks ago 
the constabulary 
struck again. EDDIE 
TRUMAN describes 
what happened to 
him: 

NOT AT all happy about 
the crash in the world stock 
markets being explained on 
the streets of Port-
smouth , the sergeant 
decided enough is e nough: 
' ·I am not having no poli
tica l meeting on my pre
cinct ". 

The National Front had 
recently held a vigil for 
Rudolf Hess , complete 
with flags and Sieg Heils . I 
pointed out that this was 
not consistent. 

" Right , you' re nicked .. , 
I protested that my two

year-old daughter could not 
be left on the street. She 
was screaming " daddy , 
daddy! " 

One of the comrades 
asked what law I had bro
ken. 

" He's next sarge" said a 
constable. 

Hammering 
Three of them had both 

my arms up my back. There 
were people everywhere 
putting money in my tin, 
shouting at the cops . 

Then I was on the floor 
of the van. I screamed at 
them about my daughter. 
Fists were hammering at 
the back of my head . 

" My father used to beat 
me every week. " the Ser
geant's words were not 
reassuring. 

Blood was coming from 
my nose. " Ha! His nose 
bleeds easily" said the con
stable. I asked him if he 
was mad . 

''I'm not having no political meeting on ·my precinct". 

"Right. you're nicked". 

We got to the station. 
smiled at the one who had 
brought our breakfasts the 
last time we were in 
here. 

" I could have your 
daughter taken into care" 
thundered the sergeant. 

" How could that be?" 
" Well you' re in no posi

tion to look after her here , 
are you sunshine?" 

This one had a new depth 
to sink to every time. 

The desk sergeant was 

not at all happy . I told him 
that before I was arrested I 
was looking afte r my two
year-old daughter. 

" Oh Christ!" 
They charged me with 

behaviour liable to cause a · 
breach of the peace. I 
asked them when the 
breach had occurred. 

" When we were taking 
you in for a chat" 

In Interrogation Room 2, 
the sergeant wanted to 
know what made me think 
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a world recession would 
follow the crash: " It can·t 
do ; that's what they said on 
the telly. Don 't you believe 
anything you see on televi
sion?" 

Because of the prison of
ficers ' dispute. all the cell 
were full. I would have to 
be let out. 

Thanks to everyone who 
was outside waiting with 
my daughter Holly 

I: I nmrm1 •trnOI 1:1 N_orth Peckham 
. weeks the fund-raiser had moved on to d 1saste r area Crazy right winger another party" notes the minutes: "The 

Fulham Party had been sent an Invoice for 

THE TORY opposition In Lewisham has 
suggested housing some of the borough's 
single homeless In the council's un
derground garages! 

Many of them have no natural tight or 
ventilation and tenants often refuse even 
to put their cars In them for fear of 
vandalism. But Ken D'Cruze, who once 
stood as a Labour candidate yet claims he 
has "always been a right winger", thinks 
they could be turned Into cosy 
homes. 

He even wants to sell some of them off 
to private developers, but complains that 
''the council Is run by crazy left wingers 
who won't' do what has to be done" 

Fund-drainer 
MEMBERS OF the Labour Party In Fulham 
have not been too Impressed with the 
Party's Itinerant fund-raiser. "After 
working for the Fulham Party for twc. 

£834 for his services. The agent was 
Instructed to reply appropriately!" 

Drug danger 
ONE SIDE-EFFECT of the huge rise In 
prescription charges under the Tories has 
been a jump In the sale of over-the
counter (OTC) drugs, from £246 mllllon In 
1980 to £488 million in 1986. 

One reason Is that some OTC drugs can 
be cheaper than the prescription charge. 
But It Is not only patients' pockets which 
are suffering. Nursing Times has drawn 
attention to the recent deaths of four 
asthma sufferers who took a drug bought 
over the chemist's counter. 

An editorial In the British Medical 
Journal warns that more patients may be 
buying drugs that are not suitable for 
them and of an increased risk of harmful 
Interactions with other drugs, "particu
larly by those using them long-term or 
giving them to children". 

NORTH PECKHAM , fea
tured in Militant two weeks 
ago, is one of London 's 
huge urban plan ning dis
asters, which the govern
ment is supposed to be 
helping th ro ugh its T as k 
Fo rce . 

Yet when Tory minister, 
Waldegrave. visited the 
area, he offe red only £3m 
to cover seven estates. The 
North Peckham a lone 
needs £86m. 

" It"s a dump" said one 
young woman with two 
toddle r~ who used to live 
the re : .. Tf yo u're not dying 
you can' t move . I wai ted 
over two years just to get 
on the tra nsfer li st. T finally 
got off because my husband 
was battering me and my 

life was at ri~k.,. 

Anot her spoke of the 
drug problem: " You can't 
bring fa mili es up on thi s 
estate . The kids find 
syringes all over the walk
ways. My ilat has been in 
fested with cockroache~ 
and the co uncil ha · never 
been able to sort it 
out.,. 

One woman has been li\· 
ing in her ilat for the past 
I 0 months without hot 
water o r a lavatory 
door. 

''Tf I thought I had to live 
o n thi s estate for the rest o f 
my life I'd take a gun , shoo t 
my wife and kids and then 
myself "said one tenant wh o 
bought a Militant . 

Local 
party 
aims to 
expel five 

THE RIGHT-WING La
bour Party leaders in Brigg 
and Cleethorpes want to ex
pel five members - Ian and 
Pat McEwan, Dave Mit
chell, Alan Hornby and 
Gary Morgan. 

A party member, with 
the backing of the full-time 
organiser, demanded an in
vestigation into the five 
after he had been replaced 
by Dave Mitchell on the 
general management com
mittee for refusing to carry 
out the decisions of his ward 
party . 

The executive committee 
agreed to investigate the 
five on a charge of action 
prejudicial to the party. 

Two of the five were not 
even informed they were 
being investigated and 
members had onlv two 
weeks to put forwa~d any 
evidence, for or against. 

In a constituency where 
the Tories have a 16,000 
majority and Labour came 
third, the election defeat 
has made the right afraid 
that the five might win sup
port for socialist policies 
and take the leadership of 
the party. 

During the general elec
tion, officers of the Clee
thorpes party refused to 
canvas5 with the candidate 
because Militant supporters 
and others were putting 
some life into the campaign. 
At least two of those ap
pointed as investigators did 
a lot less in the election than 
those up for expulsion. 

Vitality 
Ian and Pat McF,wan 

have a letter from the can
didate, Terry Geraghty, 
leader of Humberside 
County Council, expressing 
"grateful thanks to you and 
your comrades for the tre
mendous effort and work 
which you put in for my 
election campaign. 

"You proved to me in the 
election that you have the 
vitality and the convic
tion". 

Pat McEwan also has a 
letter from the constituency 
party secretary congratulat
ing her on her performance 
as their conference delegate 
in 1986: 

"The delegates were of 
the unanimous opinion that 
you had served us well at 
conference, and they felt 
that your speech and pres
entation from the rostrum 
was first class' '. 

The five 's only crime has 
heen to bring workers to
wards the I .abour party and 
build an active branch. 

To fight the expulsions , 
Workers for Socialism held 
a successful rally of 100 
people in Cleethorpes, with 
surcharged Liverpool coun
cillor, Tony Mulhearn. A 
collection for the 47 sur
charged Liverpool council 
lors raised almost £200. 

Over l ,000 names of 
working people in Cleethor
pes are on a petition con
demning the expulsions. 
This will make the witch-
hunters in Cleethorpes 
think agai n. The 
overwhelming message was 
'Fight the Tories, not good 
socialists' . 

By a Militant reporter 
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Bulls, bears and 
bursting bubbles Economics 

1 
forworkers 

Marxist 
Weekend 
School 

THIS YEAR'S Marxist weekend 
school is only a fortnight away. 
It starts on Friday night (27 
November) with Tony Saunois 
speaking on the effect of the 
October crash on the interna
tional labour movement. 

WORLD SHARES fell by one 
trillion dollars on Black Mon
day 1987. What causes such 
dramatic collapses, and what 
role do stock markets play in 
the capitalist system? BOB 
MCKEE explains. 
A STOCK MARKET is simply a 
market for buying and se lling 
securi ties - company and govern
ment bo nd,s and shares. If you 
buy a security , you get the right to 
a certain amount of income. 

When you purchase a bond you 
loan money to a company (or 
central or local government) for a 
fixed period, say fi ve years. In 
return you receive a fixed per
centage of the loan as interest 
each year. When the loan period 
is up , the bond 'matures' and you 
get your original ·money back. 

Buying a share is different. 
You receive a varia ble amount of 
income each year as a 'dividend' 
decided by the company and you 
do not get your original stake 
back . 

When a company issues a new 
set of shares and you buy some. it 
looks like you arc providing 
capital fo r the company which 
produces a dividend or profit . 

Unpaid labour 
But your money capital. now 

he ld by th e company, may or may 
not be invested in real capital
factories . . offices , machinery , raw 
materials and above all in 
employing a labour force that can 
produce commodities for sale. 

Human labour is the only 
source of new wealth - profits are 
the unpaid labour of the capita
li~t 's workforce. The stock mar
ket 's relationship to thi s real 
wealth production is increasingly 
remote. 

Marx explained. " titles to 
ownership which entit le th e 
holder to a share in future 
surplus-value. all of these are not 
rea l capital. They do not form 
constituent parts of capital , nor 
arc they value in themselves. " 
Marx called shares and all forms 
of inte rest-beari ng money capital 
.. fictitious capital " . 

Compan ies rare ly use the stock 
market to raise money capital ; 
most raise funds for production 
through bank loans or by using 
profits from previous production. 
The market mainly speculates on 
the movement of share prices. 

Most people buy shares to sell 
at a higher price. not for the 
company's yearly dividend. They 
arc o nl y interested in dividend 
figures as a guide to the share's 
price movement. 

I Area 

1 Lonaon 
2 East Midlands 
3 South East 
4 Eastern 
5 Scotland West 
6 Scotland East 
7 Wales 
8 Southern 
9 West Midlands 

10 Merseyside 
11 Northern 
12 South West 
13 Manes/Lanes 
14 Yorkshire 
15 National 

jTotal 

Received 

2207 
1174 
2032 
2900 
1617 
660 
1267 
2355 
8677 

I 4o.so3 ! 

The courses themselves 
start on 28 November at 
10.00am. Ian Isaac, (formerly 
South Wales NUM exec), will 
speak in the course on The 
lessons of the miners' strike 
and the trade unions today. 
John Pickard will speak on 
Political Philosophy. There is a 
course on the history of 
workers' struggle under apar
theid in South Africa. 

For new readers of the 
paper, there •_viii be discus
sions on an Introduction to 
Marxism (Jeremy Birch and Bill 
Boyle). 

Saturday night includes a 
discussion led by Ted Grant on 
a Marxist view of society, fol
lowed by the film The Killing 
Floor, and a disco. 

Militant alone spoke of an 
inevitable economic crash.In 
the course on Political Eco
nomy, Bob McKee and Pete 
Watson will develop these 
ideas further. In bookings rec
eived so far, this course has 
proved one of the most popu
lar. So make sure you don't 
miss out - book your place 
now! 

The 'booming' Stock Exchange in London up to October was miles away from the real state of the world economy, 
particularly decaying British capitalism. 

Militant Marxist 
Weekend 
School 

In a modern stock exchange, 
the large stockbroking firms set 
the price for each share according 
to how many buyers and sellers 
there a re. They move the price up 
and down to try to balance de
mand and suppl y. They may also 
se ll o r buy shares 'on their own 
acco unt' and take advantage of 
movements in the market. 

But the real world can't be 
avoided for ever. The overall 
profitability of the productive 
sector of the economy and its 
expected growth is still , ulti
mately, the key to whether there 
is a ' bull market ' when buyers 
outnumber sellers and prices rise , 
or a ·bear market' when se lle rs 
outnumber buyers and prices 
fall. 

This confidence in the future 
profitability of the world eco
nom y evaporated in October. 
When that happens , stock market 
specul ators decide almost to
gether that share prices must fall. 
They all want to sell. so fulfillin g 
their own predictions with a 
fright eningly rapid slump in va
lues . 

The stockbrokers make sure 

% of target achieved 

they unload their own stocks first 
before their clients. thus forcing 
prices down even further. In the 
London crash, shareholders com
plained that they could not get 
through on the phone to the ir 
brokers , who deliberately 
delayed acti ng on their clients ' 
instructions while they tri ed to 
minimise their own losses! 

Unreal prices 
Big institutions like insurance 

companies and pension fund 
managers a lso make sure th at 
their instructions are de alt wit h 
before smaller investo rs . 

Between 1982-87 profit rates 
recove red somewhat from the all 
time lows of 1979. Renewed con
fidence in the world economy was 
expressed in a 'bull market' in a ll 
major stock exchanges for nearly 
five years. 

But because the stock market is 
a market for fictitious capital , 
prices have wildly outstripped the 
expansion in real capital values
the growth of commodities, facto
ries , machinery and profits. 

Compare average share prices 

with the average dividend in the 
world 's stock markets. 

Historically , in London this 
price/ea rnings rat io has been 
around 10/1 tQ 1211 . In oth er 
words, it took 10 to 12 years 
of dividends to pay back the value 
of the share price. 

Before the crash this ratio was 
18/1. In Tokyo , the price/earnings 
ratio had reached nearly 70/1. In 
some companies it would take 150 
to 200 years to pay back the sha re 
value from profits! 

This specu lative bubble was 
stretching share prices to stratos
pheric levels compared to the real 
state of the economy. It could not 
be maintained. 

This expla ins why the share 
crash was so severe . And why 
Lawson 's comments about the 
crash being unreal and unrelated 
to real economic strength are so 
ridiculous . What was unreal was 
the previous hi gh share price 
leve l. 

The next stage is likely to be 
the misery of recession as profits , 
production and investment, i.e. 
real values , fa ll as well as stock 
mark et prices. 

London 27 -29 
November, University 
of London Union , 
Malet Street, London 
WCl 
The Crash of '87 
A new world recession? 
Friday 27th 7 .30pm Speaker 
Tony Saunois 

Book now 
Disco/Bar Professional creche 
£9/£7 unwaged. Book now 

Name .... ... .... ...... ... ...... ....... ........ . 
Address ........ .. ............ ........ ... .. .. . . 

Creche: No of children .. ..... ........ . . 
Ages .... .. ........ . . 

Do you need accommodation? 
Friday Saturday 
Please make cheques payable to 
MWES and return to MWES 3/13 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

Target date; 5 Jan '88 

Target I 
9400 
3500 
2250 
3150 
3550 
2950 
4950 
3100 
5400 
7950 
4600 
1900 
4050 
8500 
4750 

LAST QUARTER'S Fighting 
Fund finished with a last
minute avalanche of cash. 
Over £9,000 came In on 
the final day-Including 
two donations, from Ber
mondsey and Coventry of 
£500 and £600 respect
ively. 

But our new FF campaign 
with a target of £50,000 in 
eight weeks, to repair our 
storm-damaged building, 
means we have to wage a 
determined campaign to 
ensure the money floods 
in. Already in the first three 
days £1,663 has arrived 
from readers. 

donation today. 
In 1975 when fire des

troyed our press and type
setting equipment dona
tions came flooding in 
from the labour movement. 
Within a month we were 
back in action and by the 
end of the year had moved 
to bigger premises! 

Raffle prizes 

workplaces or on the local 
estate. 

As well as the raffle tick
ets get Xmas FF socials 
and meals organised now. 
An Ipswich 'celebration' 
social netted us £35.50. 
Or organise an Xmas 
jumble sale or bazaar
supporters In Dorset raised 
£30 from a Car Boot sale. 

Above all, we ask every 
reader for a cash donation. 
Thanks to this week's con
tributors who include: 
Eleanor Lees, Strathclyde, 
£20. Brian Scanlon, NU
MAST, £13. K.Jackson, 
Leicester NUT, £15. 
S.Humby, Reading, £15. 
David Watts, Hull, £30. 
Bill Cannon & Pete, Notts. 
NUM, £10 & £2. 

•••••••• 110,000 I 

Between now and the 
end of the year we need 
over £6,000 a week, £900 
a day! So don't leave It 
until the Xmas holiday pe
riod Is upon us, send that 

We depend on the sup
port of the working class 
committed to the idea of 
socialist change. But if 
anyone needs an addi
tional incentive to donate 
then get your Militant 
'Raise The Roof Raffle 
Tickets with £1,000's 
worth of prizes to be won! 
It's easy to sell a couple of 
books of tickets in 
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WHY, AFTER decades of silence, does the 
leader of the USSR feel obliged to launch 
a new attack on Trotsky and 'Trots_kyism'? 
What is the meaning of Gorbachev's 
'reforms'? Does Gorbachev really repre
sent a return to workers' democracy and 
the traditions of Lenin? In the first of two 
articles, Alan Woods looks at Gorbachev's 
speech on the anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution. 

Many western workers have 
shown an increasing interest in 
the Russian Revolution and the 
recent developments under Gor
bachev. It is therefore necessary 
to put the record straight . 

Many people, both in the So
viet Union and abroad, thought 
that Gorbachev would use his 
anniversa ry speech to do just 
that. There is a powerful unde r
current in the Soviet Unio n for a 
truthful appraisal of th e revolu
tion and Stalinism, not just 
among intellectuals , but a lso 
among workers. Especially 
among the older generation who 
can st ill remembe r what it was 
like before the dark mantl~ of 
Stalinism descended , there is a 
growing movement in favour of 
the rehabilitati on of Stalin's vic
tims. 

These hopes were rudely 
dashed by the three-hour speech 
which represents a hypocritical 
defence of Stalin ism and a cyni ca l 
distortion of th e facts abo ut 
Trotsky and the Opposition. It is 
no less di shonest for its more 
polished formulation s, in contrast 
to the coarse li es o f the past. 

Gorbachev performs a piece o r 
sleight-of-hand which puts a ll 
Houdini 's feats in the shade. The 
leading role played by Leon 
Trotsky in the revoluti on is well 
known . I ndccd , such was the 
identity of Lenin and Trotsky as 
the leaders of October, that to 
many contempora ries they almost 
appeared as a single person
age. 

One on ly has to cast a glance at 
the numerous re-prints of the 
newspapers to see that the 
Bolshevik Party was usually 
described as the party of Lenin
Trotsky. Even Stalin , before he 
was consolidated in power , 
grudgingly admitted: " All prac
tical work in connection with the 
organisation of the uprising was 
done under the immediate direc
tion of comrade Trotsky , the 
president of the Pctrograd Soviet. 
It can be stated with certainty that 
the party is indebted primarily 
and principally to comrade Trots
ky for the rapid going over of th e 
garrison to th e side of the soviet 
and the efficient manner in which 
the work of the Military Revolu
tionary Committee was orga
nised ." 

Trotsky 
Yet Gorbachev, without blink

ing an eyelid, passes over Trots
ky 's role in the revolution in 
silence. Still more incredibly, he 
manages to deal with the civil war 
and the founding of the Red 
Army without mentioning Trots
ky 's name. 

" A worker-peasant Red Army 
was formed by Lenin 's decree. " 
he says. " It was an army of a new 
type, which covered itse lf with 
undying glory in the civil war and 
in repulsing the foreign interven
tion ." 

Quite right. And the founder of 
this army , the Commissar for War 
who enjoyed such confide nce 
with Lenin that the latter pres
ented him with a blank sheet of 

paper with hi s own signature at 
the bottom , was none othe r than 
Leon Trotsky. 

Gorky, in his memoirs of 
Lenin , quotes Lenin 's words of 
admiration for Trotsky's brilliant 
work building up the Red Army 
virtually from scratch : " 'Show 
me another man,' he said , thump
ing the table , 'capable of orga nis
ing in a year an almost exemplary 
army and moreover of winning 
the esteem of th e military speci al
ists. , " 

Gorbachev , the 'educated' 
bureaucrat , pretends to know no
thing of all this . Without blush
ing. he can state: " We need truth
ful assessments of thi s and all the 
other periods of our history ,'' 
before plunging ahead with even 
more breathtaking disto rtions. 

The whole of 
Gorbachev's speech is 
a dishonest attempt to 
apologise for Stalin, 
and above all, to 
exclude any possibility 
of Trotsky's 
rehabilitation. 

He is well aware that Len in , in 
the las t years of hi s life. was 
involved in a fierce struggle 
against the incipien t soviet 
bureaucracy. Lenin 's genius un
derstood the danger. He clearly 
saw the fatal role of Sta lin , warn
ing : " This cook will prepare only 
peppery dishes. " 

From his deathbed , I ,cnin bro
ke off all comrade ly relations with 
Stalin. According to his secretary , 
Fotieva , Lenin was "preparing a 
bombshell for Stalin" at the forth
coming party congress. He 
formed a bloc with Trotsky on the 
basis of a struggle against the 
bureaucracy. 

Tragically , Lenin died before 
he could launch his attack. But he 
left behind his testament , in th e 
form of a letter to th e congress. 
Despite the pleas of his widow , 
Krupskaya , Lenin 's testament 
was sat on by the ruling clique 
and not published in the Soviet 
Union until after Khruschev 's 
'de-Stalinisation ' campaign more 
than 30 years later. · 

Published abroad by Trotsky , it 
was denounced by Moscow for 
decades as a forgery. Now no-one 
doubts its authenticity. Yet Gor
bachev, in the true tradition of 
th e Stalin school of falsification, 
deliberately misquotes it to mis
represent Lenin's attitude to 
Trotsky. 

Gorbachev claims that after 
Lenin 's death , Trotsky " dis
played excessive pretentions to 
top leadership in the party thus 
fully confirming Lenin's opinion 
of him as an excessive ly self
assured politician who always 
vaci ll ated and cheated." 

In fact, Trotsky could have 
easi ly taken power in 1924, had 
he wanted to. He was the best 
known and most popular Bolshe
vik leader afte r Lenin. He had 
control of the Red Army. In later 
yea rs some of hi s erstwhile sup
porters, like Max Eastm an, were 

to brand him hopelessly naive for 
not doing so. 

Trotsky , however, met such 
objections in advance . The move
ment of society is not determined 
solely by the subjective will and 
intentions of individuals but has 
a logic of its own . Tf Trotsky had 
taken power after Lenin 's death , 
that would not have altered the 
fundamental conditions which 
produced the rise of th e bureau
cracy . That is to say . th e i olation 
of the revolution in a backward, 
peasant cou ntry, with a small , 
largely uneducated and exhausted 
working class . 

Far from preve nting the rise of 
the burea ucracy, it would have 
enormously accelerated it , merely 
changing its form from civilian to 
military dictatorsh ip. Trotsky 
would have been the prisoner of 
the military caste. which would 
have e liminated him and anyone 
else who attempted to stand in its 
way. 

Th at is why Trotsky re linqu
ished his post as head of the Red 
Army witho ut any resistance. To 
a superficial observer thi s smacks 
of ·naivety', but a Marxist must 
understand the deeper social rela
tionshi ps which unde rlie and ulti 
mately determine politica l 
events . 

Trotsky refused the offe r to 
deliver the political report to the 
Twelfth Congress , a role usually 
reserved for Lenin. Does this 
show " excessive pretentions to 
top leadership"? The very way of 
posing' th e question smacks of the 
mentality of a bureaucratic social 
climber and not at all of a Marx
ist. 

What does Le nin really say 
about Trotsky and Stalin ? "Com
rade Stalin , having become gen
eral secretary, has unlimited au
thority concentrated in his hands 
and T am not sure whether he will 
always be capable of using that 
authority with sufficient caution. 
Comrade Trotsky on the other 
hand , as his struggle against the 
CC on the question of the 
People's Commissariat for Com
munications has already proved , 
is distinguished not only by 
outstanding ability. He is per
sonally perhaps th e most capable 
man in the prese nt CC, but he has 
displayed excessive self-assu rance 
and shown excessive preoccupa
tion with the pure ly admi nistrat
ive side of the work .. , 

The 'objective' Gorbachev 
singles out Lenin 's (relative ly 
minor) criticism of Trotsky's " ex
cessive self-assurance" but omits 
Lenin 's characterisation of him as 
the most capable member of the 
Bolshevik leadership. Nor does 
he explain that Lenin broke off al l 
relations with Stalin and de
manded his removal as general 
secretary. 

These o missions are not acci
dental. Monstrously , Gorbachev 
asserts: "T n short, the party's 
leading nucl eus , headed by Jo
seph Stalin , had sa feguarded Len
inism in an iQ.eological struggle." 

Despite his strictures on Sta
lin 's "excesses" (which he also 
attempts to minimise) the whole 
of Gorbachev's speech is a disho-

nest at tempt to apologi~e for Sta
lin and , above all , to exclude any 
possibility of Trotsky's rehabilita
tion. A river of blood separates 
the real traditions of Len inism, 
represented after 1924 by the Left 
Opposition of Leon Trotsky , and 
the counter-revolutionary 
bureaucracy, of which Gorbachev 
is the most consummate expres
sion. 

Stalin murdered his victims in 
cold blood . But the ' refined ' Gor
bachov prefers the method of 
political character assassination. 
He li es in his teeth about the 
programme and policy of the Left 
Opposition. Tt was not Stalin , but 
Trotsky who first advocated in
dustrialisation by means of five
year plans , for which he was 
denounced by Stalin and hi s cro
ni es as a "super industrial i
ser" . 

Attempting to ridicul e Trots
ky 's proposal for a programme of 
e lectrification (the Dnieperstroi 
proj ect) , Stalin reto rted th at this 
was like "offering a peasant a 
gramophone instead of a cow. " 
Up to 1929, the whole of Stalin's 
policy was directed. not to five
year plans , industrialisation and 
coll ectivisation , but to trying to 
bzsc himself on the rich peasants, 
or kulaks. 

Go rbachev lies about the Op
position's policy towards the pea
santry, which he caricatures as 
" tightening the screws on the 
peasants ." What Trotsky advo
cated was increased taxation of 
the rich peasants and a policy of 
gradual collectivisation, by 
example . Linked with a program
me of ind ustrialisati on this could 
have preserved the vita l link be-

Under Stalin Trotsky was erased fron 
Trotsky 'was there , but deliberate! 

tween the workers and peasants, 
providing the village with the 
necessary products of industry in 
exchange for food. 

The policy of the ruling faction 
towards the peasantry , summed 
up in Bukharin 's famous slogan 
'Get rich! ', led to the strengthen
ing of capitalist tendencies in the 
countryside. The kul aks enriched 
themselves at the expense of the 
workers and poor peasants. 

By 1926, almost 60 pe r cent of 
marketable grain was in the hands 
of 6 per cent of peasant pro
pri etors. Stalin was even prepar
ing to denationalise the land. The 
danger of a kulak counter
revolution alarmed Kamenev and 
Zinoviev, who broke with Stalin 
and joined with Trotsky in the 
United Opposition. 

It made its stand against Stalin 
for collectivisation of agriculture, 
five-year plans and industriali sa
tion , defence of the inte rests of 
the workers and poor peasants 
against the kulaks, bureaucrats 
and 'NEP men' (specu lators), and 
against the anti-Marxist idea of 
'socialism in one country", for 
inte rn ational sociali sm as the onl y 
hope of preserving and consoli
dating the gains of October in the 
long run . 

" Aware that thev constituted a 
minority," says Gorbachev , " the 
Opposition leaders had aga in and 
again saddl ed the party with dis
cussions, countin g on a split in its 
ranks. 

"But in the final analysis , the 
pa rty spoke ou t fo r th e line of the 
cent ral committee and aga inst the 
opposition which was soo n ideo
logically and organisa tionally de
feated:· 



this photograph of Lenin speaking in 1920. Gorbachev accepts 
distorts "what he stood for. 

Gorbachev presents the 
struggle of the Lenin ist wi ng of 
the party agai nst the bureaucracy 
as a polite ideological 'debate·. 
His real attitude to inner-party 
debate is revealed by the accusa
ti on th at the Opposition 'saddled ' 
the party wi th discussions' 

Yet the entire history of 
Bolshevism is characterised by 
open and democratic discussion. 
Even in the most dan gerous mo
ments of th e civi l war, when the 
fate of th e revolution was in the 
balance , party congresses took 
place eve ry year, with sometimes 
the most stormy debate between 
different opin ions and tenden
cies. 

Left opposition 
Only now, after six decades of 

Stalinist reaction, is it possible for 
Gorbachev to prese nt this as un
natural and undesirable. 

The struggle between the Op
position and the bureaucracy was 
no t determined by the logic of 
jcbate, but by crude physical 
force. Violating the most e le
mentary norms of Len ini st demo
:racy , Opposition speakers were 
;houtcd down , harassed, sacked 
from their jobs, beaten up , ar
rested and imprisoned . 

Not a hint of this in Gorba
:hev's 'balanced' analysis, which 
;eeks to prettify the ugly reality of 
~tal ini sm. 

Gorbachev correctly defends 
:he colossal historical gains of the 
1ationalised planned economy , 
Jut does not explain how these 
:ame about. 

The growtn o f th e countcr
·evolutionary kulak class pa-

nicked Stalin into a sharp turn to 
the left , ditching his erstwh ile ally 
Bukharin. Stalin d id a 180 degree 
turn , from 'socia li sm at a snail 's 
pace ,' to the ultra-left slogan 
'ach ieve the five year plan in four 
years. ' From ' face to the village', 
he announced in November 1929, 
the end of individual farming and 
the ' liquidation of the kulaks as a 
class' . 

In 1929 the proportion of col
lective farms was I . 7 per cent. By 
1932 it was 61 .5 per cent. But this 
was don e by ad ministrative 
decree, with no reference to the 
real conditions in town or coun
try. 

Collectivisation presupposes a 
certai n development of industry 
permitting the supply of tractors, 
fertilisers and other equ ipment. 
Coll ecti visation on the basis of 
th e wooden plough was madness . 
which was bound to cause and 
did cause, a catastrophe. 

How ironic is Gorbachov's 
false accusation that the Opposi
ticm 's policy amounted to 
" tightening the screws on the 
peasantry," while he praises the . 
Stalinist lunacy of forced collecti
visation "down to the chi ckens 
and the felt shoes which they 
dragged from the feet of little 
children ." 

Pred ictably the peasants res
isted. The Red Army had to be 
sent to the countryside. For three 
years civil war raged with untold 
victims . The peasant responded 
by slaughtering livestock. 

"The number of horses fell 55 
per cent , from 34.6 million in 
1929 to 15.6 million in 1934. The 
number of horned cattle fell from 
30. 7 million to 19. 5 milli on- th at 

is 40 per cent. The number of 
pigs , 55 per cent ; sheep , 66 per 
cent. " (Trotsky: Revolwion Re
trayed) . 

In th e famin e and epidemi c 
th at ensued , milli ons perished . 
Stalin late r told Church ill th at 1 O 
million people di ed during th e 
period of forced collectivisatio n. 
All this is dismissed by Gor
bachev in one word "ex
cesses' '. 

The poli cy ·~ of bureaucratic 
forced collectivisation dealt So
vie t agriculture a terrible blow. 
from which it has still not fully 
recovered. It did untold harm to 
the Soviet economy, but worse 
still it placed an into lerable strain 
on th e re lationship between the 
workers and peasants and aggra
vated the national problem , parti
cularly in the Ukraine. 

T hi s was doubly criminal at a 
mome nt when the USSR was 
being threatened by the danger of 
a new war. 

On th e monstrous Purge Trials 
which led to the murder of most 
of the Bolshevik Party leadership 
and the subseq uent exte rmination 
of hundreds of thousands of 
workers in Stalin's death camps , 
Gorbachev tries to minimise 
things by referring only to "many 
thousands" . No explanation is 
given as to how such atrocities 
could occur in a 'socialist' coun
try. 

Apparently it was a ll down to 
the whim of one man! A Marxist 
would ask: in the interest of 
which class or caste in socie ty was 
Stalin acting? To this Gorbachev 
offers no answer. Nor can he, 
because the one-sided civil wa r 
waged by Stalin agai nst the 
Bolshevik Party was intended to 
consolidate the rule of the 
bureaucracy - the same caste of 
privileged officials Gorbachev 
sti ll represents. . 

No part of his speech is more 
dishonest than his appraisal of 
Stalin 's role in the Second World 
War , which !lies in the face eve n 
of those facts already established 
by Khruschev . 

" A factor in th e achi evement of 
victory" , Gorbachev says "was 
the tremendous political will, pur
posefulness and persistence and 
ability to organise and discipline 
people displayed in the war years 
by Joseph Stalin .' ' 

In reality, Stalin 's policies , 
both within Russia and interna
ti onally , paved th e way for the 
Second World War. The rise of 
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Hitle r to power would not have 
been possible without the cri
minal policy of 'social fascism ' 
purs ued by the German Com
munist Party on Stalin's orde rs, 
which split th e German workin g 
class . The defeat of th e: he roic 
Spani sh proletariat. which 
re moved the last obstacle in th e 
way of World War. was the res
po nsibility of the Spani sh Stalin
ists under Moscow's direction . 

Army purged 
The purges themselves not on ly 

d isorganised th e economy, but 
al so wrought havoc in the arm ed 
forces. Japanese inte lli gence esti
mated 35 ,000 Red Army officers 
(over half the officer corps) fe ll 
victim of the purge in 1937-38. 
57 out of 85 corps commanders; 
13 out of 15 army commanders ; 
three out of five marsha ls; 110 o ut 
of 195 divisional commanders; 
220 out of 406 brigade com
manders ; all 11 vice-'commissars 
of war. 90 per cent of generals , 80 
per cent of colone ls and all but 

·one of the fleet commanders were 
eventually eliminated. 30,000 
officers below the rank of colonel 
were purged . 

Hitle r drew the necessary con
clusion from the purges: 'The 
Reel Army has been decapi
tated ... It is necessary to go to war 
to prevent the formation of new 
cadres. " 

Despite repeated warnings 
from courageous Soviet agents in 
Central E urope , Germany and 
Japan, Stalin chose to ignore the 
threat of German attack in 1941, 
leaving the Reel Army fatally 
exposed . When it came, millions 
of Soviet so ldiers were captured 
without a fight and sent to Nazi 
death camps. Yet the Red Army 
fire-power greatly exceeded that 
of the enemy. 

In his report to the 20th Con
gress in 1956-which has still to be 
publisl;ied in Russia - Khruschev 
gave numerous examples of the 
criminal role of Stalin in the war. 
He recalled that a Russian gen
eral, shortl y before the German 
invasion , wrote to Stalin to warn 
him and proposed the organisa
tion of a strong defence: 

" Moscow answered this propo
sition with the assertion that this 
wou ld be a provocation, that' no 
preparatory defensive work 
should be undertaken at the 
borders, th at the Germans were 
not to be given any pre text for the 

initiation of military action 
against us . Thus our borders were 
insuffi ciently prepared to repel 
the enemy . -

" When the fascist a rmies had 
actuall y invaded Soviet te rritory 
and mi li tary operations bega n, 
Moscow issued the orde r that fire 
was no t to be returned. Why'' It 
was because Stalin , despite evi 
dent facts , thought that the war 
had not yet started ... 

" As you sec, everything was 
ignored : warnings of certain 
Army commanders , declarations 
of deserte rs from the enemy 
army , and even the open hostility 
of the e nemy . ls th is an example 
of the a lertness of the chief of the 
party and of the state at thi s 
particularly significant historical 
moment? 

" ... The result was that already 
in the first hours and days the 
enemy had destroyed in our 
border regions a large part of our 
Air Force , artill ery and other 
military equipment: he annihi 
lated la rge numbers of our milit
ary cadres and disorganised our 
milita ry leadership: consequently 
we could not prevent the enemy 
from marching deep into the 
country." 

Khruschev recalled that Stalin 
was comple tely demoralised by 
the German advance: 

"After this, Stalin for a long 
time actually did not direct the 
military operations and ceased to 
do anything whatever." 

Despite all this , Gorbachev ins
ists in regurgitating the o ld le
gend of Stalin as 'great war lea
der'. 

Can 
Gorbachev's 

reforms 
work? 

Debate between 
Lynn Walsh 

(Militant), and 
Monty Johnstone 
(Marxism Today). 

£1 admission Sunday 29 
Nov. Camden Town Hall, 

Euston Rd. 
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Yugoslavia 

New twist 
to national 
conflict 
ON SUNDAY 25 October a 
S,OOO~strong paramilitary 
force moved into Yugoslavia's 
troubled southern region of 
Kosovo. 

By Len Anderson 

This signal led a new twist to the 
country·s bitter national conflict. 
It rcllccts the new 'get tough ' 
stance of the Serbian 'Commu
nist' bureaucracy, determined to 
stem the rising nationalist tide 
among Kosovo's 1.7 million eth
ni c Albanians. 

Kosovo , an 'autonomous 
region ' of Serbia -one of the 
' republics' making up the Yugos
lav federation - is the country's 
poorest province. Unemployment 
is reported ly over 50 per cent. 

For decades the Albanians. 
who outnumber the Serbs and 
other nationalities in the province 
by · eight to one , have suffered 
national oppression under the lar
gely Serbian ruling bureaucracy 
(and , before that , under capital
ism and the rule of the Turkish 
sultans). 

There is a long history of oppo
sition to Serbian rule , with bloody 
riots in 1968 and 1981 . The re
gime in the national capital, Bel
grade, is adamantly opposed to 
the main Albanian demand-for 
Kosovo to become a republic. 

Break-up 
They fear that such a conces

sion would encourage a move
ment towards secession and unifi
cation with neighbouring Alba
nia . This, the bureaucracy fears, 
could herald the break-up of the 
Yugoslav federation into its eight 
component parts . 

It is an indictment of Stalinism 
that, despite the enormous gains 
of a planned economy , chronic 
mismanagement and strangula
tion of economic life by the 
bureaucracy has produced mass
ive unemployment , high inlla
tion, corruption, falling living 
standards. and even the possibil
ity of disintegration along na
tional lines in the future. 

Recent events have marked an 
escalation of this tension. Hard
liners , advocati ng a head-on con
frontation with Albanian natio
nalism , now com mand a majority 
in the Serbian 'Communist ' Par-

The Vugos av army could not be 
be guaranteed. 

tv. Fie.ures like Slobodan Milosc
v'ic, p~esident of the Serbian par
ty , have pushed for greater con
trol by the republic of Serbia over 
Kosovo. 

The Kosovo party is being 
purged , with reliable pro-Serbian 
elements taking key positions. 
University staff and school 
teachers face a purge too. Those 
suspected of any tinge of Alba
nian nationalism have lost their 
jobs. 

Even sections of the Serbian 
media have blasted Milosevic's 
position as "blatantly nationalist 
and chauvinist". 

The victims of this policy are 
not just Kosovo's Alban ians, but 
the province 's Serbian and Mon
tenegrin minoriti es who have suf
fered the inevitable backlash. An 
estimated 30,000 Serbs have fled 
Kosovo in recent years, com
plaining of attacks and haras
sment. 

Two recent events have been 
seized on by the Sebian hardliners 
to justify the crackdown. 

In September a young Alba
nian conscript shot dead four 
fellow-soldiers, who came from 
different parts of Yugoslavia. be
fore turning his gun on him
self. 

More recently top Kosovo 
bureaucrat Fadilj Hodza \Vas 
sacked after making disgracefu l 
racist and sexist remarks about 

1985 Population 23 ,123,000 
Serbs 8.2m 

Croats 4 .5m 
Slovenes 1. 9m 

Albanians 1.8m 
Macedonians 1.4m 
Yugoslavians 1.3m 

Other minorities 3.9m 

Serbian and Montenegrin 
women. He had 'joked ' that they 
should become prostitutes in 
order to reduce the increasing 
occurrence of rape: 

"Albanian women won't do it. 
Serbians and others would like to 
- so why not let them ?" 

Such poisonous chauvinism and 
national arroga nce is unfortu
nately typical of every ruling Sta
linist clique. A lbania'l 
bureaucrats in the Kosovo party 
and state apparatus have delibe
rately manipulated and encou
raged nationalist discontent to 
advance their own sectional inte
rests. 

Aspirations 
This out look is a million miles 

removed from the genuine na
tional aspirations of Albanian 
workers and youth who suffer 
discrimination and poverty. Their 
·nationalism' is a reaction to the 
crimes of the Serbian-dominated 
bureaucracy. 

The only solution lies in 
struggle by all Yugoslav workers, 
regardl ess of nationality, uniting 
to ove rthrow the parasitic , 
unaccountable bureaucracy , and 
establi sh a regime of workers ' 
democracy in its place. 

Merger with Stalinist Alban ia, 
sought by some sections of Koso
vo's nationa lists , holds no solu-

HUNGARY 

Stop 
press 
PRICE RISES just 
announced by 
the Yugoslav re
gime include 
electricity (up 69 
per cent), rail 
transport (61 per 
cent), petrol (66 
per cent), milk 
and bread (100 
~er cent). Sala
ries and wages 
have been frozen 
till next July. 

tion. Here the living standards of 
the masses are even lower and the 
regime even more repressive. 
Whilst such an arrangement 
might free the frustrated 
bureaucrats from ' interference' 
by their Serbian rivals, it offers 
nothing to the working class. 

But on the basis of real 
workers' democracy , national 
oppression - like all other form s 
of oppression- would be wiped 
out . It would create the cond i
tions fo r a free and voluntary 
federation of all the Balka n 
peoples. 

One thing is clear- the military 
crackdown and the antics of the 
hardliners will only aggravate the 
situation. 

This poses a nightmare pro
blem fo r the bureaucracy. Even 
inside the army. 216 illegal Alba
ni an organisations have been di s
covered. This is one reason why 
regular troops have not been used 
in the latest operation-their 
reliability cannot be guaran
teed. 

More liberal sections of the 
bureaucracy, such as the Slove
nian party leaders. view the new 
deve lopments with alarm . They 
fear a greater centralisat ion of 
power withi n Yugoslavia , with 
the consequent strengthen ing of 
the Serbian bureaucracy's posi
ti on at the expense of other sec
tions. 

Bangladesh 
Turmoil 
deepens 
AS MASS opposition deepens in 
Bangladesh, General Ershad's 
regime faces it most serious crisis 
since seizing power in 1982. 

On Tuesday 10 November, 
despite a government ban on tran
sport to the capital and the arrest 
of 1,200 opposition activists, at 
least 10,000 demonstrators filled 
the streets of Dhaka and brought 
the city to a standstill. The de
mand was the downfall of Er
shad 's regime. 

Twelve demonstrators were 
shot dead by police, enraging the 
masses still further. The main 
opposition leaders, Sheikh Hasina 
of the Awami League and Begum 
Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party, were forced to call a two
day hartal (total strike). 

The regime reacted in panic , 
detaining both women. This failed 
to halt the movement, which ga
thered momentum on Wednesday 
and Thursday. Thousands of pro
testers, mainly youth, fought 
running battles with stale forces. 
Two more demonstrators were 
shot dead and two policemen 
killed by a grenade. 

Government buildings were 
stoned, and roads blocked with 
burning barricades, while a dawn 
to dusk curfew was clamped down 
on the country. 

Isolated 
Clearly, Ershad's support is 

fast being narrowed down to the 
"armed bodies of men" under his 
command, isolated from the mass 
of Bangladesh's 105 million 
people. 

Even this support rests mainly 
on the special privileges extended 
to the military in a country twice 
as poor as India. If the crisis 
continues tu deepen, mass pressu
re on the rank-and-file troops will 
increasingly split them from the 
regime. 

Determined leadership will be 
crucial in taking the movement of 
workers and youth forward in the 
immensely favourable situation 
opening up. Unfortunately, the 
aim of the A wami League and 
BNP leadership is precisely the 
uppusilc: tu force Ershad lo resign 
before the movement reaches rev
olutionary proportions. 

But already the struggle is 
beginning to escalate further than 
the leaders intended. 

Even western press correspon
dents in Ohaka comment on the 
swing to the left among the activ
ists, on the growing strength of 
'Communists' and 'leftists', 
and the mood of hostility to US 
imperialism - not shared by the 
top leaders. 

Undoubtedly, a programme 
linking the overthrow of Ershad to 
the overthrow of capitalist and 
landlord rule, and the perspective 
of socialist transformation throu
ghout the Indian subcontinent, 
would find a huge response. 

By George Collins 

Greek students in revolt 
A MASSIVE movement has 
erupted throughout Greek 
universities which is now 
spreading to technical colleges. 

From a correspondent i~ Greece 

Students are protesting at 
the lack of housing and high 
rents, and demanding further 
resources for education from 
the PASOK Government. 

It began two weeks ago in 

Papras, outside Athens, when 
students occupied two hotels in 
protest at the lack of accom
modation. The Government 
gave some concessions in the 
form of a cash payment, and 
the movement spread throu
ghout Greece. Almost all Uni
versities are currently oc
cupied. 

A student march through 
Athens was followed two days 
later by a demonstration called 
by the technical students. Be-

tween 20,000 and 30,000 parti
cipated and attempted to 
march to the central square in 
Athens. They were met by a 
cordon of riot police who 
refused to allow the march to 
proceed further due to a Gov
ernment reception which was 
taking place. 

Student leaders tried to dis
solve the march. The students 
refused, and were immediately 
attacked by riot police wield
ing clubs and firing tear 

gas. 
The students are in a mood 

to fight, despite efforts by the 
KKE (Greek Communist Par
ty) to dampen down the move
ment. T hey are demanding the 
resignation of the Minister of 
Education and the Minister of 
the Interior. 

Learning from movements 
of the French and Spainish 
students earlier this year, they 
marched through Athens 
chanting: "Workers, students 

together-one voice, one fist"; 
"Bread, freedom and educa
tion". 

Then, last Thursday, 
400,000 took to the streets on 
the anniversary of the Athens 
Polytechnic demonstration in 
November 1974, where stu
dents fought against the milit
ary regime. Students have told 
the Minister of Education that 
they would not allow him to 
attend and lay a wreath in 
memory of the students killed. 
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Renault workers strike against proposed sackings. 

THE STRIKE wave in France 
continues to gain mome ntum . 

The mine rs· strik e in the North 
is now in its seventh week. They 
have rece ived suppo rt from mi
ners in Lo rrain e, who staged a 
one day solidarity strike , and 
from worke rs who organised a 
demonstratio n in Lille. 

Mi ners have a lso been in action 
in the South . Thirteen miners 
who have been occupying the 
Carmaux mine for th e las t four 
weeks have gone o n hunger 
strike. The ir wi ves and other sup
porte rs he ld a de mo nstratio n in 
Pa ri s. 

The docke rs· strike in Marseill e 
has now been goi ng o n for e ight 
weeks. In Septe mbe r. 10 ,000 
docke rs in ne ighbo uring ports 
staged a o ne day solidarity 
qrike . 

Most of th e Re nault pla nts are 
a ffec ted by industrial action. 
Workers a re fightin g aga inst job 
losses and for wage increases. 
Si nee 1982 real wages have falle n 
by 15 pe r ce nt according to of
ficial fi gu res . but 33 pe r ce nt 
according to unio n figures. 

Record profits have been an
nounced at so me pla nts, ye t the 
co mpan y p lans to cut 30,000 
jobs . 

Industri al act ion has also take n 
place at Thomsons, Tech nip , 
Da~sault (which wants to sack 
1.261 workers and close fou r 
pl an ts, yet has o rd e rs for three 
years· work) a nd Honeywe ll. 

N umerous protests have been 
sparked off by the- gove rnment's 
new anti-trade union laws. Tn 
September there were fierce batt
l e~ between the CRS (riot police) 
and workers prNesting agai nst 
fines imposed o n the C'GT (the 
largest trade union federati on) . 
As a direct result , print worke r-; 
o rganised a lightning one day 
nation al strike with 100 per cen t 
turn-out. 

The widespread character of 
these d ispute~ and the intense 
b itterness fe lt by the worker~ 
involved, especiall y the miners 
and dockers. reveals the determi
nation of th e workers to protect 

jobs and resist the gove rnm e nt 's 
attacks. 

Tn the last six weeks th ere have 
been three nati o na l days of ac
tion , with over half a million 
workers ta king part. For the first 
tim e in years a ll th e various sec
ti o ns o f th e CGT have been in
volved , revealing the pressure on 
the leadership for unity from the 
rank and fil e. 

We are a lso beginning to see 
the differe nt uni o n federat io ns 
forced to act togeth er , pa rticu
larl y in R e nault. 

Since its defeat by th e stude nts 
last year, th e Chirac government 
has been forced o nto the de fe ns
ive . The most advanced layers 
amongst the workers see th at ·this 
government can be beate n. This 
is one of the factors behind th e 
new strike movement. 

Divided 
Meanwhile th e gove rnm e nt re

mains divided o n how to respo nd . 
They are a fraid of provoking the 
wo rke rs even fur th er. 

For example, a pape r mill 
management used the gove rn
me nt 's new laws to sack nine 
worke rs who took part in the first 
day of action. Howeve r , whe n it 
appeared th at the sackings were 
like ly to provoke a na tional 
strik e, the government put pres
sure o n the employers to back 
down . The workers were prom
ptly reinstated. 

The governm e nt has been 
further unde rmined by th e fin an
cia l crash. 

C hirac's attempt to fol low 
Thatche r's 'popular capita lism· 
has completely fa iled . The gov
ernm en t had pinned all its hope~ 
on privatisation , but has had to 
retreat since the slump . 

There has been a decline in 
France's share o f the world 
market. France never reallv bene
fi ted from the last upturn : 50 the 
ruling class has less room fo r 
manoeuvre than in Bri tain or 
West Germany. 

T he government's para lysis has 
given rise to new spli ts with in the 

mai n right wing parties . The Na
ti o nal Front is in a sta te of disin
tegration. At the same time there 
has been a big shift to the left 
amongst working people . Mitte
rand con tinues to have 57 per 
cent in the opinion poll s. 

Often, when workers are 
blocked on the industrial front , 
they move into political acti o n. 
a nd vice versa . Yet in France we 
see the two processes un fo lding 
togethe r. Ne xt year' s presidential 
e lecti ons could be o ne of the most 
bitte r electoral fig hts ever. 

Pressure fro m the rank and file 
is widening the divisions within 
the worke rs' parties. While th e 
Communist Party is regaining 
support from activis ts after its 
disastrous role in the Left coali
tion government , a gro up of lead
ing mem bers (including an ex
ministe r) have resigned because 
they find its po li cies inade
quate. 
· The Social ist Party is also fac

ing crises . Short ly after the stock 
n1ark et crash. ge neral secretary 
Jospin was pressed at a mass 
meeting in to promising that the 
party , if re-e lected, would re na
tionali se newly privatised indus
tries . The next day, however. 
leading right-wi nger Fabius 
publicly attacked this idea . There 
is now open wrangling a mo ngst 
the fac ti ons. 

All the signs are present in 
France for a mass explosion . A 24 
hou r general strike could unify 
the struggles tak ing place , as a 
first step in mobili sing wo rkers to 
bring down the governme nt. 

U nfortunately the CGT is not 
prepared to call for this. Its stra
tegy at the moment is short 
strikes and 'days of action' at 
differen t times in different p laces. 
dissipating the workers ' ener
gy. 

But the wurkers will not wait 
indefin itely . T he ir leaders may 
well find themselves overtaken by 
the movement , o n an even bigger 
sca le than las t December. 

By Soraya Lawrence 

released 
THE UNCONDITIONAL re
lease of 77-year-old comrade 
Govan Mbeki from life impri
sonment stands to the credit 
of the South African 
working-class movement 
and the pressure it is putting 
on the apartheid regime. 

The - courage shown by 
comrade Mbeki together 
with Nelson Mandela and 
other political prisoners dur
ing 23 years in SA jails has 
been an inspiration to 
hundreds of thousands. His 
release is w idely seen as a 
test run for the release of 
M andela and other leaders. 

But for the regime, Mande
la 's release w ould in no way 
be seen as a prelude to un
banning the ANC or negotiat
ing a democratic settlement. 
In the end, t he workers and 

youth under the ANC banner 
remain faced with the task of 
overthrowing the regime and 
ending capitalism in order to 
establish democracy. 

Youth force 
lnkatha back 
AFTER AN unparalleled reign of 
terror by Inkai'ha vigilantes in 
Natal since mid-1985, the pendu
lum is now beginning to swing in 
favour of Congress workers a nd 
youth. 

Inkatha, led by Gatsha Buthe
lezi, is supported by big business 
and the savage regime as an 
instrument of counter-revolution 
and division of the mass move
ment. It bases itself on intimida
tion but also on appeals to tribal 
prejudice among still passive 
layers of the working class. 

For a period lnkatha succeeded 
in paralysing the emerging class 
movement in Natal. Hundreds of 
activists and family members were 
driven from the townships by 
Inkatha's cowardly thugs. 

In May an lnkatha leader 
declared that " he longed for the 
day when there would be open 
war between the UDF (mass-based 
opposition movement, oriented to 
the African National Congress 
Editor) and Inkatha- it would 
prove who was who in the political 
battle . . . " 

More than 150 have been killed 
this year in the civil war between 
Inkatha and UDF supporters . But 
now the youth are increasingly 
gaining the initiative. 

Growing layers of workers and 
youth, understanding that lnka
tha violence can be countered only 
by organised force , have shown 
unexampled bravery in marvel
lous resistance. Self defence has 
become the first command
ment. 

As one youth activist put it: "if 
we didn ' t embark on defence com
mittees we would all have been 
forced to join lnkatha by 
now". 

In a township nicknamed 
'A ngola ', youth act ivists have 
defined their priorities: 

"defence committees to counter 
vigilante attacks; people's courts to 
discipline comrades who misbe
hai•e; and first aid committees to 
treat the battle-wounded. 

The tight-hack is proving effect
ive. In Hammarsdale township, 
scores of lnkatha Youth Brigade 
members have been won over to 
the Hammarsdale Youth Con
gress. 

Cases have been reported of 
black policemen linking up with 
the youth against Inkatha. 

In Pietermaritzburg, there is 
growing resistance among town
ship residents against being forced 
to join lnkatha. 

Wi'.h Buthelezi's gangsters 
increasingly on the defensive, the 
youth need to link up with the 
power of the organised workers. 
The youth for all their courage 
cannot carry the struggle to a 
conclusion on their own. Through 
joint mobilisation of workers and 
youth a resounding defeat could 
now be inflicted on lnkatha. 

At this moment it is completely 
mistaken for leaders of the 
movement - such as UDF Presi
dent Archie Gumede- to call on 
the warring factions " to bury 
their hatchet" and offer lnkatha a 
truce. 

Such leaders argue that "black
on-black violence" disrupts unity 
in the struggle against apar
theid. 

Through joint mobili
sation of workers 
and youth a resound
ing defeat could be 
inflicted on lnkatha. 

But Youth Congresses in Natal 
and the Cape have already 
declared their opposition to any 
truce . T hey understand that it is 
impossible to establish 'unity' 
with murderous forces of counter
revolution. 

The task for the leadership of 
the UDF, the Congress of SA 
Trade Unions and the SA Youth 
Congress is to strip away the 
support from Inkatha by uniting 
its rank and file under the banner 
of our movement. This means 
combining organised self-defence 
with an action programme around 
the democratic and social de
mands of the mass of working 
people. 

The youth should explain these 
tasks in the workplaces, and join 
with organised workers in calling 
on the leadership to take them 
up. 

On this basis the fighting tradi
tions of the Zulu workers can be 
mobilised to the full in the South 
African revolution . 

By Gavin Jantjies 
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Punishing victims 
Dear Comrades, 
A short article tucked 

away in the Guardian last 
week brought home to me 
the nightmare that capital
ism means for millions · of 
working class women and 
their children. 

The mother of a four 
year old girl pushed her 
from thei r fifth floor tower 
block home. The child 
died. The prosecution tried 
to make out that she had 
pushed her daughter 
because she had an uncon
trollable temper. 

The defence pointed out 
that she had recently had a 
new baby and had psychia
tric reports stating that she 
was suffering from severe 

diminished responsibility. 
The woman got five 

years and her baby was 
taken from her and put up 
for adoption. 

What on earth do judges 
with their privileged 
background know about 
being stuck in a tower block 
with two kids probably suff
ering from post-natal 
depression? 

That woman's life is 
over, what good will five 
years inside do? Thatcher 
and her system are respon
sible for the murder of that 
child and the sooner we get 
rid of them the better. 

Maggie McGinley, 
Barking, London. 

Countdown to 
revolution 
Dear Comrades , 

Just after the crash in the 
value of shares on the inter
national stock markets, 
everyone started to reas
sure us that this was just a 
minor adjustment to the 
overvalued prices. that it 
would not cause a recession 
and that the underlying 
health of the economy is 
fundamentally sound . 

ist compared the drop in 
prices of shares to that 
which occurcd in 1917 in 
Russia. He informed us 
that the stock market index "E 
in Petrograd dropped to .~ 
zero before the revolution ~ 
took place and that there
fore we had a long way to 0 

0 

One American econom-

Classified 

~ 
20p per word , minimum 10 
words. Semi-display £3 per 
column centimetre. Three 
weeks for the price of two. 
Militant meeting ads free . 
All advertisement copy 
should reach this office by 
first post on Friday, the 
week before publication. 

D Nottingham raffle results: 
Louise Salah No.96 prize 
£40. Phil Hoskins No.81, pr
ize £5 Mrs Vizard No.45 pr
ize £5. 4 bottles wine won 
by: Steve Hoare No.20, Paul 
Shawcroft No.100, Simon 
Chapman No.47, Tommy 
Cowans No.39. 

Issue 24/25 of 

lnqaba 
Journal of the Marxist 
Workers' Tendency of the 
African National Congress. 
* Reports on the rec
ent miners' strike and ' 
Interviews with black 
mineworkers. * How to fight Buthe· 
lezl's scab 'union' 
UWUSA. * Strategy for the 
South African ·Youth 
Congress. * Other articles from 
activists In Southern 
Africa. 
Bulk orders (with cash) to 
World Socialist Books. 5 
for £4 , 10 for £7.50 post 
free. WSB , 3-13 Hepscott 
Rd, London E9 5HB. 

go yet. 
Comrades will be pleased 

to hea r that at the present 
rate of decline , we have 
only 15 weeks to go till the 
revolution' 

Dave Campbell, Newham. 

D Tapes £1.50 each plus 30p 
p&p available from Tony 
Wedlake, 13 Cae Brackla , 
Brackla, Bridgend . Unfolding 
Revolution in Latin 
America - Phil Frampton. 
Perspectives for the South 
African Revolution - Richard 
Monroe. World Economy 
Heads for Slump- Ted 
Grant. Lessons of General 
Election, which way for 
Labour?- Ted Grant. 

D Wanted co-op and green 
shield stamps. Loose, part or 
full books. All proceeds to 
the fighting fund . Send c/o 
Militant circulation, 3/13 
Hepscott Rd, London ES 
5HB. 

D"Militant for Labou r and 
Youth" enamel stud badges 
now available £1 each. Red 
plastic fighting fund collect
ing tins £1 each. A3 size 
posters of Marx, Engels, 
Leni n, Trotsky and Luxem
burg, 50p each. Stickers 
available in rolls of 250; 'Kick 
out the Tories', 'No slave 
labour on YTS', £2 .50 per 
roll. All available from Fight· 
ing Fund Dept, 3/13 Hepscott 
Rd, London ES 5HB. For all 
orders add 25% p&p. 

D Unemployed Wigan 
socialist seeks shared 
accommodation in London 
area for one month. Please 
ring OS42 58042. 

O Militant red enamel flag 
badges. £1 each + SAE to 
Mick Griffiths, 20 Trilby St, 
Wakefield, W Yorkshire . 
Special offer 10 badges for 
£8. 

Militant meetings 
0 Southampton Marxist dis
cussion group. Wednesdays 
12.30pm. 7 Goodwin Close, 
Millbrook, Southampton. 
Creche provided. Thursdays 
7.30pm. Tel 78687S for de
tails. 

Out now! 
November edition of 

Militant Irish Monthly. 
Articles on West Belfast by-election results, 
joyriding, emigration and two years of the 

Anglo-Irish Agreement. 
Order your copy urgently for Marxist analysis 

of events in Irish society. Cost : 25p from your 
local Militant seller or from Militant, 3/13 Hep-

scott Rd, London E9 5HB . 
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No job security 
Dear Comrades, 

I thought I should tell you 
of the firm I used to work 
for; CQR Security Systems 
Ltd, 125 Pasture Road, 
Tarren Way ind. estate, 
Moreton, Merseyside. I give 
the full address to warn 
comrades looking for work 
to stay well away from it. 
The working conditions are 
awful. 

The hours are 60 hours 
(12 hours a day) for £100 a 
week. Most of the workers 
quit within a month. 

There's only two people I 

know that have stayed more 
than a month, both of them 
were sacked. The first was 
sacked because he was off 
sick for a week and while he · 
was off he went for an 
interview for a weekend 
job. He went to work on the 
Monday and was sacked on 
the spot. 

The second lad was doing 
his job when the machine he 
was working on caught fire. 
He ran for the foreman who 
screamed at him and told 
him he should have stayed 
where he was. When he 

Council tenants feel the squeeze as developers move in. 

called in the next day he was 
sacked. 

Everyone else I know has 
quit within two days. I quit 
within six hours of working 
there. 

We were working in a 
very hot t_emperature, day 
shifters were only let out at 
lunch times and the night 
shift were not allowed out at 
all. No one is allowed to be a 
union member. I hope a 
union member reads this 
and informs their union. 

Mike D, Wallasey, 
Merseyside. 

Airport inferno! 
Dear Comrades , 

On 5 November , tradi
tional Bonfire Night pa rties 
were lit up as a scale model 
of a Dash-7 Airliner 
crashed onto a monster 
bonfire lit outside the Drew 
Road school in Newham. 
No-one was hurt and unlike 
the full-size versions this 
plane was totally sil ent in 
flight. 

That day the model was 
sighted , on display outside 
the airport 's ma in gate. Tt 

was part of a demonstration 
organised by the Docklands 
Residents and Tenants Ac
tion Campaign. We were 
protesting at the contempt 
shown by thl" London 
Dock lands Development 
Corporation towards the 
working class communities 
of Newham 's Docklands . 
Already. assurances given 
to us at a public enquiry are 
being set as ide as the 
LDDC and Mowlems pre
pare to use Jets on the 

airport . 
In the eve ning, as the 

' nobs' swill ed champagne 
and .our model blazed, we 
enjoyed traditional Bonfire 
Night grub : Bangers a la 
Carbonnade , In ci ne rate of 
Burger , both in Bread a 
la Francais, as well as Jack
et Spuds and Beans ; all 
cooked on a symbolic aban
doned supermarket trolley 
over the flames. 

Mike Cleverley, 
(DRAT AC). 

YTS disappointment 
Dear Comrades, 

After my one year 's expe
rience on YTS I was politely 
told by a member of staff at 
the job centre, that anyone 
fi nishing a Youth Training 
Scheme was doomed for dis
appointment when showing 
off their pretty YTS certifi
cate to employers: 

"You need more help 
now than you did before the 
scheme" . Through my own 
experience I found that out, 
employers didn't want to 
know when they found out 
I'd gained my experience 
through the scheme. It's 
funny they don't mind tak
ing YTS people for the 
cheapness of it. 

Even now at 21 I can't get 
a job without job expe
rience. I have finally 
worked out the solution 
working through an agency. 
The firm pay the agency 
roughly £3.50 an hour, I get 
£1.94 of that for doing the 
same work as others and 
working a damn sight 
harder to prove myself. 

There's enough techno
logy for everyone to be 
working, and working 
shorter hours , that's if the 
employers used it right. 

A Militant reader, 
Sheffield. 

Dear Comrades, 
I am a student at Charles 

Keen Further Education 
college. When I first left 
school I didn't know what I 
wanted to do. I went down 
to the careers otlice, they 
explained about the YTS 
and said that it is a very 
worthwhile course. 

I replied "What do you 
think I am, stupid? It is a 

crap course": The Tories 
want to have a go on it 
themselves. I bet Maggie 
wouldn't stick it for a week 
let alone two years. 

I am getting together with 
some friends and going in to 
the NUS otlice about getting 
a coach to the lobby of 
Parliament on 19 No· 
vember. 

Mandy Leader, Leicester. 

'Life' hypocrisy 
Dear Comrades , 

David Bayne (Militant 
872) is 'di sappointed ' at the 
artic le on abortion. Unfor
tunately his lack of 
knowledge on the subj ect is 
eve n more 'disappoin
ting'. 

He claims that a foetus of 
seven months is as deve
loped as a newborn baby. 
Yet premature babies deli
vered at that age face a 
despe rate st ruggle to su rv
ive: the ir vita l organs a re 
not yet fully developed and 
they are depe ndent on so
phisticated machine ry to 
keep them alive. 

In fact the cuts the Tories 
are making in the NHS 

means that many prema
ture bal;Jies will not be 
give n the chance to survive· 
this con trad icts the sup~ 
posed aim of the Abort ion 
Bill to sustain life. Why is 
the gestation period nine 
months 'if seven are suffi
cient? 

Women do not take the 
question of aborti on 
lightly- if the NHS pro
vided a speedy, efficient 
abort ion service no woman 
would have to wait seven 
months and abort ion co uld 
be carried out well under 
the 18 weeks stipulated in 
the Abortion Bill. 

Lucy Slater, Camberwell. 

Selling 
at the 
flicks 
Dear Comrades , 

Norwich Militant sup
porte rs have discove red the 
cinema! Or to be more ac
curate , have discovered the 
virtues of selling pape rs 
outside the cinema. 

In the last two · weeks 
'Business as Usual ', 'Com
rades ' and 'October' have 
visited Norwich . We were 
not willing to let this oppor
tunity slip away. 

The local Labour Party 
Young Socialists produced 
and distributed over a thou
sand leaflets adve rti sing 
'Business as Usual' and 
expiaining the need to join 
a union plus fly posting the 
town. The respo nse was 
brilliant. 

In one scene the film 
depicts a Militant paper 
sale. The cinema audience 
not only see this scene but 
actually experience it after 
th e film . This approach had 
a good response, with the 
selling of over 50 Sexual 
Harassment supplements. 

Over two weeks Norwich 
Miliwnt supporters also 
sold 30 papers and establ
ished three new regular 
sales. Norwich Militant sup
porte rs are now looki ng 
forward to the next political 
film especially if it fea turt:s 
Militant. 

Mark Dyball, Norwich. 

Tories
the Party 
of the 
family? 
Dear Comrades, 

A woman I know, a 
one-parent family , rec
ently tried a reconcilia
tion with her ex-husband 
but things didn ' t work 
out. While they at
tempted to patch up the 
marri age he stayed at 
he r house for a few 
nights . 

A tip-off to the DHSS 
about her having a man 
in the house resulted in 
her being su mmo ned to 
the local office. As he r 
ex-husband had stayed 
with her longer than is 
legally al lowed by the 
D HSS he was classed as 
having been her lodger 
and her benefit for the 
following week was 
promptly suspended . 

The anonymous infor
mant will now recieve 
(courtesy of the DHSS) 
a giro fo r £30 which is 
the going rate for 'grass
ing up ' your neighbours. 
£30 is more than the 
wage paid to a youngster 
on a YTS scheme and is 
probably more than 
most claimants receive 
in benefit. I don ' t con
done people who 'shop ' 
others to the Social, but 
capitalism deliberate ly 
breeds resentment and 
mistrust among the 
working class, it 's a dog 
eat dog system. 

Sandra Thompson, 
Wal/send. 
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Postal workers prepare for action I 

All in a working day 
-u 
::r 
0 s 

How 
we can 

• 
Win 

THE BALLOT in the postal workers' union, 
UCW, got the employers worried. They started a 
massive press campaign to persuade postmen to 
vote against a shorter working week. 

They didn 't give any 
detail about the actual 
working day of a postman. 
fn ru ra l areas they start at 4 
in the mornin g. In Lo ndon 
it 's 6am, and in my area it's 
Sam. So you' re up at four , 
Monday to Saturday all 
weathers. There 's no 
transport , so you usually 
walk or take the bike . 

By a Middlesex pack 
mule. 

s UCW MEMBERS in the 
i;;' Post Office have voted for 
~ industrial action to win 

At work , it 's straight into 
sorting the mail into the 50 
to 60 deliveri es; this has to 
be fini shed by 6. 15. 
Management always 
demand that you sort an 
extra fi ve to ten minutes. 
Now you have half an hour 
to th row up your lette rs. 
and tie them up in 
bundles. 

Post Offi ce rules are one 
thin g; practi ce is another. 
The offi cia l limit is 35 lbs of 
mail on your bike . At o ur 

office , we go out like pack 
mules , overladen with 70 
lbs or more . 

If you are lucky and have 
a good bike, delivery starts 
at 7. 15 , only two hours to 
get round all the houses. 

Back at the delivery 
office you get half an hour 
for a quick breakfast , a cup 
of tea and a cigarette , to be 
summoned back by _ 
loudspeakers dead on 
lOam. If you ' re late down , 
it 's a disciplinary paper. 
Back you go to sorting and 
a second 70 lb delivery. 

Recentl y a postman in 
our area was attacked by a 
giant Doberm an who 
crashed through a plate 
glass doo r. Fl ying glass cut 
the postman's neck and 
onl y quick acti on by an 
OAP with towels stopped 
him bleedin g to death . 

T he Post Office advise 
postmen to take dog 
biscuits with them (you 
have to buy them yourse lf. ) 
But then the big Alsati ans 
will expect biscuits every 
day! 

If you are lucky, you 
finish your delivery and get 
back to sign off at 12.36. If 
you have n' t fini shed by 
then, hard luck. This 
happens six days a week. 
Does that soun d li ke an 
easy number to you? 

We 've waited 22 years 
fo r a cut in working hours. 
We need it. I voted yes' Outside Mount Pleasant, the biggest sorting office in the country. 

NCU/UCW-one fighting union 
THE TWO main unions in 
the Post Office and British 
Telecom, the UCW and 
NCU, must now work for 
amalgamation. 

union have sat on the si
delines. This has led to 
agreements to cross picket 
lines, much to the disgust of 
ordinary members . 

ficials have been victimised 
and sacked for being effect
ive trade unionists. 

moves but we must cam
paign to make them re
ality. 

top. Militant supporters in 
both unions have always 
supported the call for regu
lar joint meetings at district 
and branch level. 

In 1984, the Tories priva
tised BT; the same fate is 
being prepared for the Post 
Office. Both businesses con
stantly make big profits, 
but at the cost of job losses, 
cut services and worsening 
conditions for workers. 

Recent deals have played 
more and more into the 
employers' hands. Produc
tivity and staffing agree
ments, recommended by the 
UCW leaders as the only 
way to save jobs, and en
forced with a warning 
against industrial action , 
have led to over 90 walk
outs by our members this 
year. 

Proposals 
In last year 's annual re

port, the UCW leadership 
stressed the benefits of poo
ling union services and res
ources. These are impor
tant, but the real benefit 
must be the combined in
dustr ial strength from join
ing together. Used fully, it 
can gain important victories 
on common issues of pay, 
hours and conditions. 

Next year 's conferences 
must move forward on 
amalgamation. Failure will 
only benefit management. 
The NCU and UCW Broad 
Lefts must ensure that the 
issue of ' one fighting union ' 
is acted upon. 

After last year's confe
rences, both unions are now 
committed to amalgama
tion. The UCW proposals 
are for one national rule 
book, one annual confe
rence with elections every 
five years for national of
ficers and yearly for a lay 
executive. - · 

Both unions have a hi
story of ' moderation '; too 
often, when one union has 
been in struggle , the r ight 
wing leaders of the other In BT, NCU branch of-

Broad Left supporters in 
both unions welcome these 

But a successful amalga
mation needs to forge links 
at local level, not just at the 

By John Johnson 
Communication 

Workers' Broad Left 
{personal capacity} 

Stop the great Post Office robbery 
THE FAT cats in the City of 
Lo ndon arc awaiting with glee the 
pickings fro m the nex t round o f 
Thatcher 's 'sale of the century' -
the postal network . 

By Chris Whale 
(North London District: C&CS 

branch UCW personal 
capacity) 

Last Chris tmas, the ri ght wing 
Centre fo r Po licy Studi es advo
cated phased privati sation ·of the 
Post Office . They suggested 
establish ing its constituent busi
nesses as separate limi ted compa
ni es. Since then the Post Office has 
reorganised into four separate 
businesses. 

Thatcher says that by the next 
e lection , National G irobank and 
the counters , worth £86 bi llion 
will be privatised . The Monopolie~ 
and Mergers Comm ission is also 
poised to probe in to head and sub 
post office costs and efficiency , no 
doubt providing the gove rnment 
with mo re propaganda to ' justify' 
pri va tisation . 

Cla rke , the Trade and Indust ry 
ministe r, recently .to ld the Com
mons that if the postal un io n. the 
UCW, tried to d isrupt posta l se r
vices in our campaign for a sho rte r 
working week , the gove rn me nt 
would suspend the Post Office 
mo nopoly. 

Legislati on a lso gives the gov-

ernm ent the power to te nder posta l 
services to private age nci es. What 
clearer sign could the re be th at 
Thatcher intends to privatise Roya l 
Mai l, parcels and letters , despite 
her electio n pro mises? 

Strength 
O ur uni on's response must be 

unequi voca l. The governme nt 
have chopped up th e busi ness but 
ou r uni on has not bee n split ; we 
have the strength to defeat these 
attacks . 

T he UCW executive must lead 
fro m the fro nt . A ll the unions' 
warnings of the effects of Telecom 
privatisation have been borne 

out - higher costs, redundancies , 
and worsening conditions and 
standards of se rvice. 

The executive have launched 
CAPPO (Campaign against Priva
ti sation of the Post Office). Th is 
campaign must explain to every 
membe r that jobs and conditions, 
already eroded , would fa re even 
worse under privatisation . 

We need a properly orga ni sed 
campaign with branch meetings 
and ra lli es , addressed by national 
executive members and speakers 
from the tclecom un ion, NCU , 
giving their experiences. This 
would give members the confi
dence to fi ght off these attacks. 

their claim for a three hour 
reduction in the working 
week. 

Most UCW members cur
rently work 43 hours a 
week, with long unsocial 
hours and often without a 
weekend off work . 

Cutting three hours off 
the week at no cost to the 
workers would put most 
UCW members on a five 
day week. It would also give 
the chance to create more 
full time jobs. This would 
help temper the effects of 
extended technology and 
also counter the threat of 
increased casualisation. 

The union's policy is for a 
phased reduction to 30 
hours working by 1990. If 
we are to win that, we must 
fight for the three hours 
now; until the ballot the 
Post Office had only offered 
us one hour . 

That would only mean 
ten minutes per day; the 
employers would try to 
make workers fit the same 
work in a shorter time. 
Most union members would 
see this offer as an in
sult. 

No delay 
But the recent talks have 

themselves contained cer
tain strings. We welcome 
talks with the Post Office 
but we must beware of 
delaying tactics designed to 
stop any action before 
Christmas, which is the 
most effective time to 
strike. 

Unfortunately the union 
leadership don ' t under
stand that we will need to 
fight for the full three hours 
at no cost to the members. 
Some of the campaigning 
literature encouraged union 
members to believe that 
simply a 'yes' vote in the 
ballot will bring an im
proved offer, if not the full 
three hours. 

Ultimately, we can only 
win the full claim by all out 
strike. We would back re
gional stoppages, but only 
on the basis that it rapidly 
leads to a full national 
strike. 

If the Post Office try to 
move mail by other means, 
we should raise the question 
of action by transport 
workers in the TGWU and 
NUR. NCU members in the 
post office should be 
approached to play a full 
role in the strike and Tele
com work.ers should be in
volved with at least a one 
day stoppage. 

The EC proposals will 
confuse and even demo
ralise members because 
they give no clear perspect
ive for developing the 
strike. But a strategy for 
victory on hours would give 
UCW members confidence 
to fight on the many issues 
facing us. 
* For the full three hours 
with no strings * Support for regional 
stoppages only on the basis 
of rapidly leading to na
tional strike 

By a Manchester postal 
worker 

. -~ 



14 MILITANT 20 November 198.7 

!Industrial reports 

Car workers' fighting mood 
Dagenham 
"IF YOU do not support the fight 
for your deserved respect and 
dignity, we might as well lie down, 
kick our legs in the air and let the 
company· walk all over us." 

That was how Basildon Tractors 
Joint Shop Stewards Committee ended 
their report back from the national 
negotiations meeting on 11 No
vember. 

Ford workers have walked out at 
plants around the country in response 
to the paltry offer of 4.25 per cent with 
a list of strings which will further 
undermine our conditions. 

4.25 per cent is an insult. Productiv
ity and profits have continued to rise, 
reflected in the increases given to the 
top . salary employees. Labour Res
earch recently reported that Ford 
UK's top director won a 74.5 per cent 
pay rise, up to £222,105 while the 
workforce was only awarded 6 per 
cent in the second year of our pay 
deal. 

We need an all out strike for a 35 
hour week and a one year deal with no 
strings. Some union leaders opposed 
an immediate walk-out but had to 
respond to rank and tile pressure when 
workers walked out anyway. 

On the day that Ford unions were 
holding a press conference to an
nounce the claim, AEU general secret
ary Gavin Laird was in Dundee for 
talks on one-union, no-strike deals for 
the new Ford plant to be developed in 
that area. 

It's no wonder that with leaders 
such as Gavin Laird, Fords were 
confident of offering so little. It is a 
case of lions led by donkeys. We must 
prepare for a long dispute if necessary. 
In 1971 and 1978 we canie out for eight 

weeks. We must be prepared to come 
out for as long as it takes because of 
the strings attached. 

Fords are demanding that skilled 
workers return to the assembly line, 
that foremen are abolished, and exist
ing production methods are replaced 
by the 'gang system' with group 
leaders on 10 per cent more pay than 
the others. We must oppose this 
'whipping boy' system. 

The foremen may not be particu
larly popular but they are union 
members and we must differentiate 
between them and higher manage
ment. 

The bosses would like local 
negotiations and settlements ; local 
agreements would divide the union in 
its stand against the company. The 
company are spinning out negotiations 
while they build up supplies at other 
European plants. 

Overtime ban 
We need an overtime ban now. 

Already the 45 acre sites at Dagenham 
have an overtime ban until the settle
ment is made. Car workers must unite 
and appeal for solidarity through the 
Ford international shop stewards' 
combine from workers in Belgium, 
Spain and Germany. 

We must also link up with workers 
involved in disputes in different car 
companies in Britain. * A one year deal with no strings. 
* 35 hour week. * Immediate overtime ban. * For a national strike. * Forge links with other car workers. 

By a Dagenham Ford worker 

Halewood 
ONE HALEWOOD Ford worker 
said that in the 17 years he'd 
worked there he'd never known 
anything like it. "If we don 't have 
action now we never will." 

By Kath Lee 

The foremen 's strike reall y changed 
the mood; it was the first that workers 
could remember. The company threa
tened to sack 60 per cent of the 
foremen and force the rest to re
apply. Line workers are joking about 
the unexpected sight of lads in the 
canteen passing round buckets with 
'Foremen 's strike fund ' on. 

Ford Halewood didn 't take action 
last week when other plants did. The 
stewards went round the plant telling 
workers not to walk off the job as they 
were still negotiating . But during the 
week, the stewards changed their 
minds and called a mass meeting last 
Thursday. 

There are two shifts, 'A ' and 'B' . 
The stewards ' resolution for a 24 hour 
strike on 16 November was fully 
accepted at the 'A ' shift. But the 'B' 
shift's questions about banning of 
overtime weren't answered properly 
and they lost the vote. So the day shift 
were on strike and the night shift at 
work. 

But with a clear call by both the 
T&G and AEU, the action could be 
very successful. The mood at both 
meetings was explosive. There was a 
minute 's silence because, sadly, one 
of the convenors had died over the 
weekend. But one worker said that 
was the only silence of the whole 
meeting which was uproar. 

Tn recent years , the buoyant car 
market has led stewards to take the 
line of 'making the cake bigger' so 
workers would all benefit. Workers 
had confidently expected over 20 per 
cent pay rise as they had given every
thing the company asked for. 

Eighteen months ago workers used 
to get a letter congratulating them for 
producing 850 cars , now they get a 
letter asking what is the problem if 
they don't produce 1200, and that's 
with fewer workers . 

Although the agreement runs out 
on 24 November and balloting over 
strike action may take weeks after 
that , many workers feel the mood is 
so explosive that there could be a walk 
out at any time. 

STOP PRESS 

National 
one-day 
stoppage 
The dispute at Fords has taken 
another step forward with the 
accouncement of a national 
one-day stoppage on Monday 
23 November. It also appears 
that an overtime ban has been 
agreed, at least in the majority 
of Ford plants. 

There will be more coverage 
of the ferment within the car 
industry in next week's Militant. 

Crewe error 
MILITANT wishes to make it 
clear that the reference to 
George Cheetham in the article 
on Crewe in issue 872 was an 
error. 

Ford workers march through London in 1978. 

Austin 
rover 
Cowley 
ON MONDAY 16 No
vember, the Transport and 
General Workers ' Union 
(TGWU) were on strike at 
Austin Rover 's Cowley as
sembly plant. 

The mood , particularly 
amongst TGWU track 
workers. was so strong that 
management laid off the 
EETPU and AEU 
members and closed the 
plant. 

Management , fearing 
escalation of the one day 
strike , also laid off its 
workers in the body plant, 
thus closing the whole Al
bion plant . and losing 
around £3 million worth of 
production . 

Some workers feel that 
one day is not enough and 
they are pressurising the 
shop stewards committee 
not to end its campaign to 
win better pensions but to 
use the one day stoppage to 
start fighting back against 
management 's policies. 

Already in the body 
plant they have pushed 
through some diabolical 
speed-ups on some jobs. 
Workers who have been 
here for nearly fifteen years 
have resigned and would 
rather go on the dole than 
do the job the industrial 
engineers map out for 
them. 

We must~show manage
ment that the trade union 
movement is far from de
fea ted in the car industry . 
Already workers here are 
looking to worke rs in Ford 
and Vaux hall in their dis
putes. 

Victory in Ford would 
give workers confidence to 
fight back and win aga inst a 
management hell bent on 
turning Austin Rover car 
workers into low paid ro
bots. 

By a Cowley worker 

Conference '88 
Sheffield city Hall-Sat 13 Feb 
THE BROAD Left Organising 
Committee (BLOC) Is holding 
a conference next February on 
the theme "Organise a fight
back". Many national Broad 
Lefts are now considering 
how best to use this meet
ing. 

They recognise that the 
event will give them a golden 
opportunity, not only to meet 
activists from all other key 
unions but also to recruit 
members to their own Broad 
Lefts at the conference. 

The calling of the confe
rence Is very timely. One of 
BLOC's main slogans over the
past four years has been "for 

a fighting union leadership." 
Every trade unionist wlll 

have an Interest In the re
election of Arthur Scargill as 
NUM President. That will be a 
major victory for the left and a 
refutation of misnamed 'new 
realism'. 

Disputes are developing In 
the post office, the car Indus
try, local government and the
re are many local strikes. 
Union Broad Lefts have a 
great potential for building for 
this conference. 
Whether you are In dispute or 
fighting to change your union, 
BLOC conference wlll be your 
chance to pool experiences · 

and adopt a united stra
tegy. 

BLOC conference wlll take 
place In Sheffield on Saturday 
13 February at Sheffleld City 
Hall. It Is open to all trade 
union bodies (branches, 
workplaces, district commit
tees, shop stewards commit
tees, divisional councils 
etc.) 

Each body can send up to 
five delegates (fee per de
legate £3). For an application 
form and details of local tran
sport to the conference, write 
to Broad Left Organising Com
mittee, PO Box 464, London 
ES SPT. 
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Industrial reports I 

Save ~~entry's ucw members 1

•

1 

vote for action 
health service -leader~ must 

stand firm THE DAY of action 
called by the Health Ser
vices joint union commit
tee looks like being the 
biggest protest by Coven
try workers since trade 
unions were banned at 
GCHQ. 

By a Coventry nurse 

The four hospitals will 
take action ·and be joined 
on a lobby and rally by 
workers from Coventry 
Colliery, Massey Ferguson, 
postal workers , engineers, 
telephonists , NALGO local 
authority workers , students 
from Lanchester Poly, 
Butts and Tile Hill colleges 
as well as nurses from Man
chester and Birmingham. 
50,000 leaflets have been 
distributed throughout the 
workplaces. 

The intention to close 
Whitley Hospital and three 
other wards has provoked 
an angry reaction. The 
local health authority ju
stify the effective privatisa
tion of Whitley by implying 
their ·proposals were like 
treating a case of financial 
gangrene, that i ~, chopping 
off the leg to 'save' the 
body . 

But the authority say 
more 'operations' are 
needed as three more 
wards are to be 'chopped 
off'. Health workers now 
see the authority as the 
receiver for a bankrupted 
NHS and say 'enough is 
enough .' 

Cuts throughout the re
gion have touched prac
tically every family to some 
extent. Every day brings 
new stories about cutbacks. 
increased waiting lists and 
deteriorating facilities and 
services. 

One Coventry couple 
have a seven year old son, 
Adrian , with a heart defect. 
He is breathless all the time 
but unfortunately, Adrian 
is not classed as seriously 
ill , so emergencies come 
first due to cutbacks in beds 
at the specialist hospital. 
Adrian's parents contacted 
Dave Nellist MP as he has 
already waited two years 

for an operation that could 
cure him. 

The government are 
playing with people's lives. 
Spending on outside relief 
doctors, ie locums, is to be 
slashed. The extra work
load is to be pushed on to 
junior doctors who already 
work a minimum 82 hours a 
week. 

Doctors in Coventry, 
quite rightly , are refusing 
to do the extra hours . One 
patient in Birmingham has 
already died , as a result of 
the enormous physical and 
mental strain of doctors 
working 100 hours week 
after week. 

The only negligence in
volved is from the Tories 
and their system. The NHS 
has become one big wait ing 
list pushed to the back of 
the queue by the Tory gov
ern men t 'doctors' to favour 
their own 'patients' such as 
Trident , privatisation and 

tax cuts for the wealthy. 
This lobby must not be 

the end of the campaign; it 
must be dramatically 
stepped up. Support for the 
action has been significant. 
The mood is there , a deter
mined lead could lead to an 
even more widespread 
strike in the city. _ 

Although the closures 
are very near they can be 
stopped , given the support 
that can be tapped. With 
links being built between 
health workers and 
workplaces across the city , 
a full city-wide strike could 
be possible. 

This needs more imme
diate action by the health 
workers , including occupa
tion of the hospital , backed 
up by other workers. 

Pressure must be put on 
the health unions· leader
shi p for national action to 
tap the existing mood to 
defend the NHS. 

Liverpool moderates 
hit jobfinders 
NALGO MEMBERS in the 
careers service of Liverpool 
city council education 
department have voted 
overwhelmingly for indus
trial action; we oppose a 
move to redeploy six low 
paid posts to other areas of 
the council , to pay for the 
upgrading of staff on higher 
wages. 

Management also pro
posed to scrap the post of 
YTS monitoring officer, 
who ensures YTS schemes 
come up to the low standard 
set by the Manpower Ser
vices Commission. Al
though this threat may have 
been withdrawn and the 
number to be redeployed 
cut to three, it still makes 

the difficult task of finding 
jobs for young people even 
harder. 

We lobbied the annual 
careers YTS exhibition, 
which is normally ste
warded by careers staff. 
YTS schemes advertise 
themselves here to the fifth 
year students who attend. 
When they saw our lobby, 
one group of YTSers put up 
a sign saying "Jacob's YTS 
stall is unmanned due to 
support for careers service . 
staff." 

One school student apolo
gised for coming past a 
picket. "Our teacher made 
us but my Dad would kill 
me if he knew I'd crossed a 
picket line. " 

Unfortunately Tom Mc
Manus, the new chair of the 
now " moderate" city coun
cil, crossed the picket line 
without a second thought. 

The staff are angry at 
management and council
lors but they will tight for a 
better service. YTS con
scription will have a.lmost as 
radical an effect on workers 
in the frontli ne of administ
ering it as on the young 
workers involved. 

By Erny Onuora 
(Liverpool NALGO 

careers service shop 
steward, personal 

capacity) 

T 
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BED SHORTAGES are so 
bad now that eveµ emergen
cy admissions to hospitals 
are left in corridors as 
doctors discharge the 'fit
test ' patients. Waiting lists 
of three years or longer 

. exist for routine opera
tions. 

At best, patients aren' t 
getting the care they deser
ve. At worst, lives are at 
risk from low staffing le
vels. Recently one baby lost 
its life due to poor staffing 
because nobody had noticed 
it had stopped breathing. 
We need vast amounts of 
money just to put the NHS 
back on its feet but the way 
things are going here, 
hospitals are having to 
make do with charity and 
bazaars. 

It's scandalous that the 
DHA are cutting beds by 
selling off Whitley hospital 
when only richer patients 
will be able to use it after 
privatisation. 

Yorkshire 
Rider 
LAST MINUTE emergen
cy .talks between the unions 
and the major bus company 
Yorkshire Rider, averted a 
24-hour strike on 13 No
vember. 

But further action is 
likely as the company are 
trying to cut wages by 11 to 
14 per cent as we ll as slash
ing pensions and holiday 
pay and bringing in two 
different rates for present 
drive n and driven 
employed in the future. 

Yorkshire Rider say they 
are unable to compete with 
the small private firms 
which have sprung up since 
deregulation. 

The unions have threa
tened a 24-hour strike ev
ery week unt il the company 
draw back. 

POST AL WORKERS have 
voted decisively for indus
trial action to win our claim 
for three hours off the 
working week. (See feature 
page 13). With a majority of 
15,000 and 55 per cent of 
the vote, we are determined · 
to win. 

Speed-ups 
Management have been 

implementing plans to boost 
profits, with speed-ups , 
faster work rates for code 
desk operators and a pro
posed disciplinary code that 
will set us back 20 
years. 

Postal workers are gett
ing angry; that anger 
should be harnessed now to 
win the full claim. Sadly the 
national UCW leadership 
have been involved in secret 
talks behind closed doors. 

Despite the ballot result, 
they have been talking 
about Sunday working, (a 
seven-day week). 

Alan Tuffin is talking 
about there being no action 
this side of Christmas. It is 
rumoured that the union 
will shortly come to a deal 
with the Post Office. If this 
is for the full three hours, 
that is welcome. But if, as 
feared, the deal is little 
better than the one hour 
already offered with str
ings, it cannot be ac
cepted. 

The UCW leadership 
must stand firm with a well
organised campaign of re
gional action , with large 
rallies, leading rapidly to all 
out action. This dispute can 
then be won very rapidly. 

By a London postal 
worker 

Work on the 
'black crap' 
THE HUGE Conoco oil 
refinery in South Hum
berside recently had its 
annual major shutdown 
for maintenance and re
pair work. 

By a Humberside 
engineering worker 

Over 2 ,000 men were 
employed on site at the 
peak of the shutdown . 
Most were unemployed be
fore and most will be again 
after the three weeks. The 
job was full y manned-up 
five weeks before the start 
-a sign of how many 
skilled workers arc 
unemployed on Humber
side. 

Conoco is the sole pro
ducer of petroleum coke in 
the UK and much of the 
site is covered in ' bl ack 
crap'. The work is hard . 
heavy, filth y and done in a ll 
weathers. One lad 
described the accident 
situation as something like 
the Battle of the Som
me. 

For these three weeks , 
seven JO-hour days are 
worked. The money is good 
but it's got to last for a long 
period on the dole . 

As you walk on site you 

see a massive notice board, 
half with the 'safe' accident 
rate for the site, and half 
with the latest Du Pont 
stock market price and the 
rate of exchange. I wonder 
if they' ll show the record 
drop in the Dow Jones in
dex. 

While the winds of reces
sion blow from the USA , 
most workers think only of 
the end of the shutdown 
when they can turn their 
backs on the 'black crap' 
and rest easy for a few 
weeks with a bit of cash in 
the bank. 

On union matters, most 
lads are just waiting for 
future opportunities when 
thei r combined strength 
can be used effectively. No 
stewards are evident 
understandable on a three 
week contract - but most 
are in the union with a high 
level of union conscious
ness which will erupt in the 
future . 

As the lads depart to an 
uncertain future with reces
sion in the offing, class an
tagonisms will be shar
pened. Then , even on short 
te rm jobs like this , discus
sion will centre around the 
alternative to three or four 
weeks' work a year. 

South Wales 
Broad Left 

Stop privatisation 
Defeat the Tories 
Build the Broad Left 

Delegate conference: Speakers include-Terry 
Fields MP, John MaCreadie CPSA, Laurence 

Hemming NALGO 
10am-5pm. Sat 5 December POEU Club, St 

Mary's St, Swansea 
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A YOUNG LAD climbed the 
ladder on the front of a refri
gerated trailer to help direct 
the Yehicle into the workshop 
where he worked. There was 
2' 3" between the trailer and 
the beams in the roof. The 
lorry cleared the first, but the 
lad was trapped under the 
second as it moYed into the 
workshop. He was crushed to 
death. 

By a Liverpool Young Socialist 

He was o ne of the forty 16 and 
17 year olds who ha\'e been killed 
on YTS so far. 

Others include the girl whose 
clothing caught fire while she was 
leaning agai nst a gas cooker and 
the lad crushed after the scissor 
jack holding the car he was work
ing on collapsed. And the death 

toll per year is rising. according to 
the misnamed Health and Safetv 
report of the MSC, who run this 
slave labour scheme . 

Major injuries 
Over 500 trainees have suffered 

major injuries. such as the loss of 
limbs or fracture of the sku ll , and 
a further 3,489 suffered 'minor· 
ones. What the report doesn't 
show is the suffering these sta t
istics represent . Imagine being 16 
o r 17 and having to face th e fact 
that you will h a~e to go through 
the rest of your life disfi
gured. 
- These trainees have been the 
vict ims of the Tories· Youth 
Training Swindle. It has helped 
the gove rnment disguise th e ap
palling youth unemployment stat
istics. But it has given work ing 
class yo uth nothing but sweatshop 
slave Jabour . 

The grisly stat1st1cs of deaths 
and disfigurement are so high 
because British bosses are ready 
to sacrifice a generation to thei"r 
greed for profits. That 's what 
YTS is a ll about and that's whv 
the Youth Trades Union Right·s 
Campaign and the Labour Party 
Young Socialists are fighting the 
Tories· plans to make YTS com
pulsory. 

Already Scottish youth have 
had a one-day st rike in support of 
YTURCs demands. and th ou
sands demonstrated in Scottish 
cities. 

YTURCs lobby of Parliament 
on 19 November is another part 
of the battle for real training ar.d 
proper jobs for youth . We believe 
that on ly socialist policies ca n 
guarantee an end to the mise n · 
the Tories· profit system is piling 
o nto our generation. Join us in 
our fight for a real future for 
youth ! 

Inside 
Youth stop the 
Tories 

see pages 4-5 

MPs support YTURC * For the unionisation of all YTS schemes. 

RON BROWN. MP for Leith. has congra
tulRted the Youth Trades U nion Rights 
Campaign (YTURC) on its wo rk in a 
motion in Par liament. It reads: 

''This house congratulates the organ isers 
of YTURC who called a demonstration in 
Edinburgh against compulsory YTS. sup
ports their demands for real training and 
apprenticeships at union rates with a £35 a 
week grant for students and ca lls on the 
labour movement to unite with youn g 
people in their struggle against the Gov
ern ment and its crisis ridden capitalist 

Become a 
Militant 
supporter 

system. 
In a speech in Parli ament last week. 

Dave Nellist MP. who is YTURCs presi
dent. said: 

··YTURC will lobbv the House of Com
mons on 19 Novembe.r ... I believe that th e 
actio n by the 250,000 school students two 
and a half years ago against the then 
Secretary of State for Employment who 
tried to bring conscription into the YTS 
will be exceeded in th e months ahead and 
that the young will take action aga inst the 
YTS provision in the Social Security Bill.·· 

Donate 
I would like to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the fighting fund. 

Sell 
I would like to sell 

Name · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · papers per week (minimum 5) 
on a sale or return basis . 

Address 

S'ubscription rates: 

UK 13 issues .. £5 50 
Europe: 
Rest of World: 

26 issues £11.00 
26 issues £15.00 
26 issues £18.00 

Return to the Circulation Department, Militant, 3/ 13 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

Subscribe 
52 issues £22.00 
52 issues £30.00 
52 issues £36.00 

Make cheques payable to 
Militant. 

* For £55 for 16 year old trainees, and £65 for 17 
year olds, or trade union rates of pay. 

* For a £35 a week grant for all at 16 in full time 
education. 

* For a guaranteed job at the end of all YTS 
schemes. 

* For a socialist Labour government. 

What we starld for 
• The immediate introduction 

of a 35-hour week without 
loss in pay as a step 
towards the elimination of 
unemployment . 

• Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive programme 
of public works on housing, 
education, the health ser
vice, etc . 

• A minimum wage of £ 120 
a week tied to the cost of 
living for all, including sick 
and disabled people. 

• A socialist plan of produc
tion democratically drawn 
up and implemented by 
committees involving the 
trade unions, shop 
stewards, the unwaged 

and small business people. 

• Opposition to the capitalist 
Common Market, the EEC. 
For a socialist Unite<l States 
of Europe as a step towards 
a World Socialist 
Federation. 

• Workers' management of 
the nationalised industries. 
These should be run on the 
basis of one-third of the 
places on the management 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry, one
third from the TUC repre
senting the working class 
as a whole, and one-third 
from the government. 

• Opposition to the Tory 
government's anti-union 

laws and reversal of at
tacks on the trade unions. 

• Massive cuts in arms spen
ding. Support for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament, but 
with the recognition that 
only a socialist change of 
society in Britain and inter
nationally can eliminate the 
danger of a nuclear 
holocaust. 

• Nationalisation of the top 
200 monopolies, including 
the banks and insurance 
companies which control 
80 per cent to 85 per cent 
of the economy. This 
should be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parliament 
with minimum compensa
tion on the basis of proven 
need. 


