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A MILITANT exclusive 
by Wirral health 
worker, CHRIS Si.ONE
HOUSE. 

PAY £71l or risk catching a serious 
di sease . That's 11·hat T on· c-uts me<1n to 
i\ler<,e\side he<1lth 11 ork.ers . 

Hca.lth se n ice management in the 
Wir ral ha\·c to ld a number of staff that 
thc1· run a hi£h risk of co ntracting 
hepa titi s B. Th-e1 consider it is abso':. 
lutcl1· ncce ssa r\ that the st<1ff arc immu· 
ni scd . but sa1 ihe\ .. can ·t ;.ifto rd .. to do 
it themsc l\CS. · 

So the1 a rc telling workers to go to 
their 01ni GP . The GPs SCI\. this sc-nice 
11ill be done pri1·atcJ1· <It a cost of abou t 
£7(1. 

This is just one C\amplc of what Tory 
cuts and ori1·atisatio11 in the health 
service wili cost working people. 

T h<1tchcr said the NHS was safe in 
her hand<;. l\ow thos.c hands are strang
lin!l it. Health secrctar \ . .John \loon:\ 
re~arks at Tory pa rt1· conference shm1 
he wants to dcstro1 the NHS. 

The Torie s 11ill gi1·e their paymasters . 

* Health service underfunded by 
£935 million 

* Denmark and Finland spend 50 
per cent more of their national 
wealth than UK on health. * Spending on private health 

care growing four times faster 
than NHS's. 

* West Germany and USA spend 
twice as much as UK. 

the bosses. r ich picki ngs at th e cost of 
poore r sc n ·ices. Plans have bee n d rawn 
up fo r co ntracting o ut. Even whole 
hospita ls wi ll be handed over to private 
co mpani es to run and p rofi t fro m . 

Since Tha tcher came to power. the re 
h::i s been a I 5 per ce nt reducti on in 
available hospita l beds. O\er 300 
hospital s have closed. But. in 1986. 
spending on private health ca re soared 
past the £1 billion mark. 

Nurses· morale has slumped due to 
low pay a nd th e constant st ruggle to 
mana!le in a n underfunded N HS . At 
least -30.000 nurses a re quitting the 
health scnicc eac h vear. 

In the \Virral 11·e have see n the loca l 
man agement e nthusias tically carry out 
mass i1·c cuts in beds. se rvices and jobs. 
!\lore th a n 15 hospitals have closed in 
an area 11·ith some of the \\·orst depri\a
tion in housing and hea lth in the coun
trv. 

·In the past year we ha1·e had the 
domest ic service in our hospitals hand
;.;d over to pri\ate companies to cream 
profits off. Thi s has mea nt poorer se r
vices and job losses in the hundreds. 
Those fe\li ''ho found reemploym e nt 
with th e cl ea ni ng fi rm s \1·ere taken on 
on lower pay and worse conditio ns . 

The re has been a mass ive turn over in 
si.aff willing to work fo r these compa
mes . 

A few victories have been wo n by the 
local labour movement. In particu la r 
the three mo nth batt le to save St. 
Catherine·s hospi ta l. in whic h i\'1ilira111 
supporters we re at the fore. 

A new St. Catheri ne ·s hospi tal. with 
fewe r beds. is now near comple ti on. 
It wi ll be offic ial ly ope ned in April by 
th e richest man in Britain . th e Duke of 
Westminster. 

But N HS worke rs on the site fear that 
the building will be handed 01er to 
Bupa o r anot her p ri vate concern to run. 
Moore ·s remarks make th em eve n more 
worried. 

Now ma nage ment are dra1\·ing up 
pl a ns to cont ract out the rest of the 
ancillarv and maintenance work. which 
will .mea n more cuts in jobs. wages and 
senxes . 

A national campaign to defend the 
NHS a nd loca l services has never been 
more urgentlv needed. A united cam
paign sho uld · p ull together the unions 
invohcd. Labour Parti es and workers in 
other industri es . especially th ose o n th e 
privatisation hit li st. Thi s is the wav to 
defeat th e Tories· plans. · 

Fighting Fund 

Two _weeks 
to go 

RUSH YOUR donations in now, 
send it today. 

Militant supporters in London 
raised another £2018 and sup
porters in Scotland collected £670 
last week. 

Help us reach our £70,000 target. 
Ask workmates, friends and new 
readers for £50s, £20s, fivers and 
tenners. 
Don't delay, GO FOR THE 
TARGET! 
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Live 
must 
THE CITY of Liverpool now faces a budget gap of £51 
million for next year, thanks to rate-capping and Tory 
cuts. And that is not for any improvements to services, 
but just to stand still. But the Party activists are 
determined that the conquests of the previous Labour 
council, the brave 47 councillors now facing bankrupt
'-'Y by the Tory courts, will be defended-the jobs, 
housing and urban regeneration programme. 

with the government: ·'We 
wo uld prefer a more skilful 
use of inte ll ectua l ability", 
he announced. 

If by this he means finan
cial dodges to try to out
manoeuvre the Tories. 
rather than a militant cam
paign to defe nd the city 
against them. he is pro
foundly mi staken. The Tor
ies a rc intent on confronta
tion with Liverpool. They 
have closed up all the finan
cial and creat ive accou ntin g 
loopholes . No amount of 
clever manoeuvri ng wil l get 
past them. A nd if any La
bour counci ll or believes by 
sk ilful deals the y can out
manoeuvre the workfo rce 
and its insiste nt demands of 
no cuts, th ey have anot her 
thing comi ng. 

As a result Harry 
Rimmer. e lected leader of 
the new cou ncil in May. 
resigned after the 
overwhe lm ing reject io n of 
the 'rede termination· op
tion by the Live rpool la
bour movement. This 
would have meant hand ing 
ove r the city's fi nances to 
the mercies of the Tory 

. government , in an attem pt 
to get extra reso urces . It 
amounted to goi ng down 
on thei r knees to beg from 
Thatcher. It was opposed 
by all six constituency La
bour part ies. 

The co uncil has decided 
to consider over th e next 
six weeks fina ncial devi ces , 
like a lease-back scheme 
and even another possib:e 
approach to the govern
ment. But unl ess a fi ghting 
stance is adopted , similar-to 
that of the previous coun
cil. at sometime ha rd deci
sions will have to be made. 

Defend 
the 47 
TONY MULHEARN. one of 
the 47 Liverpool councillors 
who have been surcharged 
and banned from office by 
the District Auditor, has res
ponded to an attack on the 
City Council by David Blun
kett MP from the platform 
at the Labour Party confe
rence : 

Dear Mr Blunkett, 
It was with profound dis

may and disbelief that I 
heard your speech at the 
Labour Party conference, in 
which you recommended 
rejection of the resolution 
moved by Wally Edwards, 
which recognised the achie
vements of the Liverpool 
City Council and called for 
financial support for 
them. 

It appears you moved 
reject ion on the grounds 
that it supported 'illegality ' . 
This is particularly astonish
ing to us wh e n we recall that 
it was you who actually pro
posed the 'no rate ' strategy 
which eventually resu lted in 
the attacks on the Liverpoo l 
councillors by the District 
Auditor. 

Liverpool, along with 
Lambeth , was the only 
coun cil to seriou sly 
embrace this strategy, while 
the rest - including you 
would not or could not 
deliver . 

To be left isolated and 
fighting alone is difficult -
but sometimes in the battle 
to defend working people 
that happens and we do not 
complain. What is not 
acceptable is to li sten to 
you, having left the struggle, 
adopting your present posi-

By Dave Cotterill 

made. 
The new leader. Keva 

Coombes , says that he will 
not sign a single redundan
cy notice nor attack the 
urban regeneration stra
tegy. If he has the determ i
nati on to stick to this decla
rati on he wi ll receive the 
backin <> of eve rv worker in "' . the city. But does he have 
th at determination, or the 
comm itment to the cam
paigning strategy needed to 
carry it through? 

Chameleon Liverpool council campaigning against Tory cuts. 

reinforce wo rkers· doubts. some of th e best results for surcharging by Tory cuts 
and witch-hunting by La
bour national leaders. But 
continued pressure is re
quired, to guara ntee that 
th e new council lo rs . and 
the new counci l leader. ho
nour their e lecti on pl edges 
and turn into act ion th eir 
words abou t protecting the 
city from Thatcher. 

U nfor tunatel y when he 
was the leader of the Mer
seyside County Council a 
mass campaigning base was 
never developed . especiall y 
amo ngst the unions. A nd in 
April 1987 he was saying 
that if Labour retained con
trol of the city council at 
the May electi ons it would 
no t want another battle 

Eve n the Liverpool Echo 
wrote: ··councillor Coom
be is not usually a man 
who seeks battl es on a 
point of principle . No-one 
is yuite su re where he 
stands." He is a "chame
leon". it we nt o n. 

Only the Broad Left has the Labour Partv in the 
uncompromisingly de- country at the local and 
fended the fighting policy general elections thi s year. 
of th e suspe nded District Workers voted in recogni- · 
Labour Party and the tion of what has been 
achievements ·of th e 47 . gained in struggle so far, 

The labour movement of and to ensure nothing is 
Liverpool has fought like taken away. Their indomit-

His refusa l. despite his 
radica l speeches, to attend 
the council Broad Left will 

no other ci ty in defence of able will is still being felt in 
its basic services over the the co unci l chamber and· 
last fo ur yea rs . It returned Labour Group . despite. 

tion . 
Moreover, 1t 1s quite ap

palling that you attack coun
cil lors who you al lege have 
"set up consultancies" and 
arranged their affairs to 
avoid the consequences of 
bankruptcy. Apart from this 
being totally untrue and a 
straight lift from the Daily 
Star and other gutter 
journals, it ill-behoves you, 
on a comfortable Parlia 
mentary sa lary, to criticise 
the manner in which some 
victimised councillors are 
compelled to earn a liv
ing. 

I and Tony Byrne (former 
council leader) would like to 

invi te you to a debate: - The 
s ubject: The merits of the 
Liverpool campaign, The 
venue: Sheffield o r Liver
pool (you can choose), The 
Chair : Your choice. 

Such a debate in front of 
an audience of working 
people cou ld dispel the lies 
and distortions which have 
poured down like a Niagara 
on the Liverpool city coun
cillors who were surcharged 
and removed from office for 
carrying out their e lectoral 
promises. 

Yours sincerely, 
Tony Mulhearn, 
Tony Byrne. 

Rush donations, standing orders and requests for speakers, 
and make cheques payable to the Liverpool 47 Defence 
Fund, c/o MTCURC, Hardman St. Liverpool. Standing 
orders to Ale no 502 11195 at the Co-operative Bank, 
Liverpool Branch . Phone Alex Doswell on 051 709 4398 or 
051 427 3071 . 

No faith·in 
church leaders 
LIVERPOOL'S CHURCH leaders 
have now stepped in to the debate 
fo llowing Harry Rimmer's resigna
tion, with an article in The Indepen
dent. The same Bishops, after initially 
giving support. joined in the campaign 
to try to undermine the battle of the 
Liverpool councillors in 1985. Not 
entirely by coincidence, they wrote a 
letter to The Times condemning the 
stand of the 47. the very morning of 
Neil Kinnock's infamous Labour con
ference speech attacking the coun
cil. 

They argued that Thatcher's gov
ernment was still open to reasoned 
discussion, and a moderate approach. 
'.'low they complain that Labour right 
\\ inger Rimmer ('·a man of courage 
and moderation' ' ) was ·•trapped 
heause the gowrnment was apparently 
unwilling to see the need for creating 
the climate in whil:h sensible policies 
for local government could be develo
ped" . So Tony Mulhearn, Derek Hat
ton and the other councillors were 
right after all - the Tories have 
declared war on local councils and the 
only strategy to defend jobs and ser
vice is to fight. 

Eric Heffer, replying in The Inde
pendent. rightly challenges the 
churchmen . Why does their article f:iil 
to say one word of praise for the 
outstanding record of the old council 
lors, or one word of criticism of their 
disqualification and surcharge'? Sha
mefully the church leaders blame the 
former council for the financial cri
sis. 

They claim that Liverpool has been 
left 'in hock'. In fact Liverpool's debt 
burden, heavy though it is, is no worse 
than many other local authorities. 
Liverpool's debt between 1983 and 
1986 increased 21 per cent. Sheffield's 
rose by 28 per cent and Birmingham's 
by 23 per cent, to a staggering £1,241 
million. 

When the su rcharged councillors 
were removed by the court, Lh·er
pool's debt stood at £678 million. 
£557m of this was inherited from the 
Liberals in 1983. Most of the im:rease 
since then is directly as a result of 
interest repayments on the original 
debt. 

Thatcher has cut the grant to Liver
pool hy £500 million since 1979 and 
banks are bleeding the city dr~-. \Yhy 
aon't our worthy church leaders put 
the blame where it really lies? 

Bank profits 
In 1985/86, income from rents 

amounted to £51 million. Interest 
debts to the banks amounted to £46 
million. In other \1ords nearly every 
penny paid in rent went direct!~ to the 
banks and finance houses to boost 
their profits. 

Now the church leaders are saying 
that the council might have to take 
"unpopular decisions on increasing 
rent or decreasing the size of the 
council's workforce". Both these op
tions are unacceptahle to workers in 
Liverpool. 

Despite the rent freeze si nce 1983, 
Liverpool's rents are sti ll the highest in 
the country outside London. 
llnemploymcnt in Liwrpool stands at 
22 per cent. It is not a Lahour coun
cil 's job to make people redundant. 
The church leaders should remember 
their own statements back in 1984. 
when as well as offering prayers for 
the city, they appreciated the then 
Labour council's "unwillingness to 
cause new redundancies.•· Liverpool 
workers of all religious persuasions 
and none, will be demanding the new 
council demonstrates the same ' unwil
lingness' . 

By Mick Whale 
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I Zeebrugge inquest verdict Welsh 
Young 
Socialist 
expelled 

Company to blame 
SEYE MONTHS after th e 
capsize of the Herald of Free 
Ente ~p ri se. with the loss of 188 
lives. the jury at the inquest 
decided that all but one had bee n 
unlawfully kill ed. 

They had had the un e nviable 
job of li ste nin g to a horrific cata
logue of th e catastrophic events 
of 5 March . And as fami ly after 
famil y a tte nded the inquest , they 
saw th e devastatio n impri nted o n 
those faces. 

Asto ni shi nglv th e coroner. Ri
chard Sturt , to ld th e jury th a t the 
o nl y peo ple they could co nsider 
bei ng grossly negligen t. were the 
ca ptai n . th e chi ef office r and ass i
sta nt bosu n . He was advised that 
the directo rs were too remote 
fro m what happe ned to be 
accused of gross neg ligence. 

that the majority of relatives of 
those who died do not b lame 
them a nd increasingly public opi
nion is behind them. 

Unlawful killing 
Give n the fi nding of th e Shee n 

report , which accused Townse nd 
Tho rese n of sloppiness from top 
to botto m. it is a traves ty o f 
j ustice that the legal system is 
protecti ng the real criminals. The 
jury were correct to bring a ve r
dict o f unl awful kill ing. Thi s wil l 
be a stepping-stone to bringing 
T ownse nd Tho resen to justice . 

Responding to the verd ict. Sir 
Geoffrey Ste rling. P&O cha irm a n 
a nd special ist advisor to th e 
De partment of T rade and Indus
try, hypocritica ll y said: " The res-

li ke to thi nk there is no o fficer in 
the P&O group o r rati ng wh o 
othe r th an full y recognises the 
respo nsibility they specifica ll y 
have for their passenger~ at 
sea ." 

He obviously docs no t ex tend 
this idea of respon sibility to him
se lf as chairm an of P&O . H e 
cont inues to sanction the sa iling 
of these inhe rentl y unstabl e fe r
ries. 

LABOUR'S NATIONAL Consti
tutional Committee has expelled 
Tony Wedlake, a former member 
of the Labour Party Young Social
ists National Committee and the 
Wales Labour Party Executive 
Committee. 

In Cardiff on Sunday, an NCC 
hearing yet again resorted to the 
methods of a kangaroo court. New 
evidence was produced during the 
hearing and Tony Wedlake was 
only given enough time to present 
about a quarter of his case. Some 
members of the panel showed that 
they were more interested in 
catching the next train home. 

It is appalling th a t the crew 
me mbe rs have again been sin gled 
o ut. but they must kn ow by now 

~ ponsi bility of command is so me
thin g which has been a fact for 
hundreds of yea rs a nd I wo uld 

Now that Sa m McCluskie, gen
era l secretary of t he Nat io nal 
Unio n of Seame n (NUS) . is con
sideri ng action against T ownsend 
Thorese n , in defence of their 
crew members, it is t ime for a 
concerted effo rt , not o nly by the 
re lati ves· group , but a lso by the 
whole labour a nd trade uni o n 
movem e nt, to ensure th a t justice 
is achieved a nd that passe nge r 
and crew safet y is guara nteed . 

By Sue Haney, whose 
brother Geoff died at 

Zeebrugge 

When he was told that the case 
against him was proven, the chair 
of the panel proceeded to an
nounce his expulsion, even though 
the NCC's procedures clearly al
low for an appeal for mitigation. 
Significant ly, the chair explained 
that in all cases regarding 'Mili
tant members', ' the party' has 
informed the NCC that expulsion 
is the only option! 

Tories celebrate: 
poor will suffer 

The hearing demonstrated that 
Labour's right wing have no in
tention of allowing fair hearings. 
They are only interested in show 
trials. 

AT THE Tory confere nce. the 
rich re li shed the prospect of more 
reco rd profits . tax cuts a nd six
figure sa laries. The represe ntat
ives o f the b usines ... me n. bankers 
a nd landlo rds who have reaped 
the harvest of Thatchc rism lusted 
for further a tt acks o n th e 
workers. unemployed a nd poor . 
to transfer still more monev in to 
the pocke ts of those who n-eed it 
least. 

Yet T hatc her felt ob li~ed to 
pose a~ th e cldc nckr of o~clin a ry 
people. She even hij ac ked 
Labo ur's 1974 e lection pl edge "to 
brin g abo ut a funda mental a nd 
ir rc ,~c rsib l c shift in the balance of 
wea lth a nd power in fan1 ur of 
working people a nd their fa mi
lies ... 

Wh at e ffro ntery fro m a govern
ment co mmitted to le ttin g re nts 
soa r while cutting ho using bene
fit. slashin g supplementa ry bene
fit. forcin g school-leavers o n to 
s lave- labour YTS schemes a nd 
se lling o ff the he alth service' Mil
lio ns now face destituti o n as the 
las t remnants of welfare provisio n 
a rc whitt led away . 

But the future is no less bleak 
for thousands who ha.vc kept their, . 
Jobs , achieved a decent wage , 
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bought th e ir house a nd a few 
sha res. 

The weak ·boom· in the eco
no my is d rawin g to its e nd. The 
meagre adva nces it has provided 
for a minori ty of wo rk e rs wi ll be 
washed awav-i n t he new recessio n 
whi ch is in e.vitable un der a capi
tali st system which can neve r su
sta in econom ic growth. Eve n 
so me oi those cheering in Black
pool will fin d the ir nc\\'-fo un d 
prosperity a n illusio n. 

That is why. behind the sce nes. 
a ll is no t so wel l in the T ory Pa rt y. 
The few more thoughtful Tory 
leaders understand th e fr agili ty o f 
th e boom a nd therefore of That
cher's popu la rity. 

Socialist future 
No account was taken on Tony 

Wedlake's commitment to defend 
the rights of working people, 
shown in his record as LPYS NC 
member dur ing the miners ' strike 
and the cam1>aign against the 
Tories' YTS conscription plans, 

At the end of the hearing, he 
said: "I'm going nowhere. I've 
got no cosy career to enter, like 
renegade Labour MP's. I joined 
the Labour Par ty to change socie

'ty. My future and the future of my 
class is socialism. T he people who 
voted for my expulsion represent 
the ideas of the past. The 18 
million living below the poverty 
line need socialism, and I will 
continue to fight with them to 
overthrow this rotten capitalist 
system. '' 

Tcbbit wa rn ed that " th e humi
li a ted Labour Part y of 1959 came 
back to win in 1964 and 1966" . 
H e \\·a nts to di sta nce himse lf from 
Th atche r so there will be a n 
a lte rn ative when her polices have 
crashed to disaster a nd the 
Thatcher revolution ' has bee n 
shown to be the counter
revolutio n it really is . 

He does not want Lord Young 
as party C hairma n. because he is 
too identified with and would tie 
~he party .. too rigidly to hi s mis
tress's policies. 

But whi le Tebbit worries about 
the devastating e ffect of their 
polices , the Labour leade rs sti ll 
imagine th at these policies work 
and are popula r. They want to 
abandon tradition al socialist poli
cies and try to appear more 
Thatcherite ' . 

cies have neve r bee n more ur
gent. The call for a fu ndamental 
and irreversible shift in wealth 
and powe r must be reclaimed by 
Labour and made a reality. 

CASES AGAINST two other 
Welsh socialists, Ian Isaac and 
Chris Peace, have been adjourned 
by the NCC until later this week. 
Party members are sure to be 
appalled at the treatment of Tony 
Wedlake and will be deluging the 
NCC with letters and resolutions 
of protest at their contempt for 
Party members ' rights. ·. On the contrary . socialist poli-

By Pat 'Craven 

Glasgow 
Saturday 7 November , 7.30 - 1 .00 
Winter Gardens . Peoples ' Palace , 
Glasgow Green . Speakers - Tony 
Sauno is, Nimrod Sejake . Plus Ian 
Saville (the Marxist Magician), bands . 
Birmingham 
Saturday 7 November 11-4 .30 . MASU 
Centre , Gaywood Croft , Gregoe Street , 
Lea Bank. SpeaKer-Ted Grant. 
Swindon 
Saturday 7 November, 11-5 .00 County 
Ground Hotel , County Road . 
Speaker- Jeremy Birch. 
Sheffield 
Friday 13 November , 7 .30 Sheffield 
City Hal l. 
Newcastle 
Tuesday 10 November 7 .00 Newcastle 
Gui ld Ha l I. Speaker- Peter Taaffe . 

Sales triumph 
M ILITANTS SALES 
ca mpa ign has been the 
most successful ever. Spec
ia l co ngratul atio ns to Stir
ling . Fa lkirk . H arlow. H ali
fax . Huddersfi e ld , Chester
fie ld and Oxford. where 
sa les have already gone 
ove r the ir ta rgets. 

In Ha rl ow. they reac hed 
220 pe r ce nt of their ta rge t 
for issue 867 1 

New door-to-door sales 
sho uld now be planned and 
every new buyer vis ited 
again to ask the m to ta ke a 
regul a r copy. Thi s has been 
clone for wee ks 111 

Livingsto n , as pa rt of the 
ca mpa ign against the a t
te mpt to ex pel membe rs 
fro m the Labour Party, 
Ove r 500 cop ies have bee n 
so ld a nd 182 have asked fo r 
a regul ar copy. 

New sellers 

do n , whe re two people so ld 
65 between them. 

At th e Labour Pa rty con
fe rence , a postman making 
a delive ry to the conference 
bo ught three papers for £5 
to take to hi s union branch 
in R edhill. 

October 1917 
Plus Ian Saville , Mi ke Elliot 
(comedian) and disco . 
Nottingham 
Sunday 8 Novem ber , 2.00 - 6 .00 
People 's Co llege . Maid Maria n Way. 
Speakers - John Picka rd , Ray Apps . 
Stevenage 

A se lle r in Sittin gbourn e 
so ld three to people wai tin g 
wit h her ou tside a phone 
box . But the star se ll er is 
the appropri a te ly named 
Nick Pe rfect fro m Erith . 
who sold 53 copies in a 
wee k. 

A lready six new se ll e rs 
have come from thi s wo rk 
and one is now se lling te n 
eve ry week in the local 
biscu it fac to ry. 

In London. workers at 
Westbourne Pa rk , She
pherd 's Bush a nd Bow bus 
garages have a ll agreed to 
take regul a r o rders. Sa les 
like these will he lp to build 
up support for the Lo ndo n 
B road Left Organisi ng 
Conference o n 24 Oc
tober. 

Co ngratulatio ns to a ll 
se ll ers, but make sure that 
this is o nl y the beginning of 
the campaign' N 

Liverpool 
Sunday 8 November, 11-5 .30 
Liverpool Empire . Speakers - Ted 
Grant , Peter Taaffe . Tony Mulhearn , 
Sue Haney. Tony Byrne. Chair - Felicity 
Dowl ing . 

Saturday 14 Novem ber . 11.00- 5.00 
Stevenage College, Monkswood Way. 
Southampton 
Saturday 14 November 11-5, Oaklands 
Theatre , Lordsh i 11. Speakers - Jeremy 
Birch , and from SALEP and CSDC . 

Door- to-door sales have 
·been the most successful. 
In East Lo ndo n . sa les 
trebled d urin g the cam
paign , mainl y o n the 
doorstep. If yo u a te o ne of 
o ur new reade rs and like 
the paper , wh y not write to 
us for a regular copy to be 
de li ve red. 

Las t week's a rt icle unde
restimated sales bv stu
dents. More th an a- tho u
sa nd pape rs were sold a t 
freshers· fai rs. 320 in Lo n
don. 50 a t Leeds U nive rs
ity, 62 a t Liverpool Poly
technic and ove r 100 at th e 
Polytechnic o f North Lon-

We wou ld appeal to all 
readers, old a nd new, to 
se nd us le tte rs and a rticles. 
It is your paper. so write to 
te ll us what you fe e l 
strongly about. 
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Revolt in 
Westminster 
WESTMINSTER COUNCIL 
NALGO members went on strike 
last month against the City Coun
cil ' s " designated sales" policy. 
The Torv council wants to sell off 
11,000 of its 23,000 properties at a 
rate of 500 a year . 

The council a lready has a 
10,000 waiting list with an esti
mated 800 homeless families in 
temporary accommodation. Hou
ses sold in this " highly desirable" 
area will be far too ex.pensive for 
most people. 

The Tories are trying to bribe 
people out of their homes to buy 
non council property. O ne ru
moured site is a ' portakabin ' on 
Barking marshes. Some people 
have already been moved in to bed 
and breakfast and their flats 
boarded up. 

Hundreds of people have at
tended protest meetings. Council 
workers' jobs and tenants' rights 
are at risk. During the day of 
action , street meetings for tenants 
were held and tenants' leaders 
spoke at a strikers' rally . 

The media concentrated on the 
arrests at the council meeting in 
the evening when Tory leader 
Lady Porter came face to face 
with tenants and workers, but the 
moves towards building a cam
paign may be more significant in 
the long run as more industrial 
action is planned and the NALGO 
branch has set up a strike fund. 

Haringey 
junta 

HARINGEY COUNCIL'S right 
wing leade rs have impleme nted 
Thatche r' s policy of cutting jobs 
and services by £ 15 mill io n this 
year and £26 ·million next. 

The Labour Co-ordinatin g 
Committee councillors had tried 
to cut last July but the Tories 
abstained on the vote. This time 
they took no chances. the old left 
leade rship was deposed and a 
new 'junta' led by ·Cutter' Harris 
and ·Chopper' Jones proposed 
rent increases of £4 from No
vember and up to 2000 te mporary 
jobs cut over the next two 
years. 

The large banner proclaiming 
that Haringey council was 
' ·defending jobs and services· · 
had been re placed with one say
ing it was "working against the 
nuclear threat ... 

Wandsworth 
opposition 
IN THE Tory borough of Wands
worth head teachers have voted by 
75 to 0 with two abstentions 
against the council's threat to 
"opt out'' of the Inner London 
Education Authority (ILEA) . 

The chair of the Wandsworth 
Headteachers' Association points 
out that the council's accusation 
that ILEA chronically overspent 
was preparing the ground for 
claims that the schools themselves 
were extravagant. " We have no 
reassurances from the council that 
they won't make savings on 
schools. ' ' 

Birmingham cuts 
but tenants say 'no deal' 
THE RIGHT wing La
bour council in Birmin
gham is secretly prepar
ing enormous cuts for 
next year. 

They would need a 41 per ce nt 
ra te ri se to keep spending at 
present levels nex t year. (This 
would go clown to 32 per cent if 
th e Cou ncil's bala nces we re used 
up.) 

The co uncil leaders have see n. 
quite ri ghtly. that this wou ld be 
un acceptab le to wo rkin g class 
fami li es. But they did not draw 
the co nclusio n th at Liverpool did . 
th at the coun cil sho uld ca mpaign 
alo ngside the unions and tena nts 
to fig ht the gove rnm e nt . They 
have opted fo r cuts o r ··savings·· 
as co mmittee cha irs have been 
told to call them. 

Next yea r· s 5 per ce nt rate ri se 
will mea n cu ts of £59 milli on or 
£44 milli o n if balances arc used. 
Even th e lower fi gure would be a 
7 per cent cut in se rvices. 

The majo r cuts are ex pected to 
be in education . social se rvices 
and housin g where top officia ls 
have been told to ca rry out a 
·· value for mon ey exerci se. 
Committee chairs have bee n to ld 
to unde rspend thi s year as much 
as possible. 

A job adve rt has a lread y ap
peared for an accountant to carry 
out tendering unde r the new 
Local Gove rn~ment Bill a nd th ey 

Birmingham parents supported the teachers' pay claim in 1985. With a campaign they will support the fight 
against cuts in education. 

pl an to privatise coun cil es tates 
eve n before thi s becomes law. 

The right wing have moved to 
mute pan y criti;i sm . Las t mo nth 
at th e reco nve ned District Partv . 
th e ri ght wing won bv a na rrO.\\. 
majo rity after a number of left 
bra nch es we re either suspe nded 
o r had de legates overturned by 
right wing ge nera l committees . 

and poliC\· groups . to stop a ny 
budget disc ussio ns at District Par
ty. a nd to tn· to ditch left win o 
ca ndid ates for next May· s elcc~ 
tions. 

wnt supporter Ri chard Evans 
fro m the Birmingham Federation 
of Te na nts po inted out th e impact 
of th ese To ry proposal s in mass 
evicti o ns a nd a no madi c 1011· in
co me population unable to affo rd 
high private ren ts. 

The rigged maj o rit y now a im to 
e nd the yea rly po licy co nference 

But th e fight 11·ill go o n. Ove r 
120 people rep rese nt ing te na nts 
a nd local a uth o ritv un io ns met 
recent ly in a meeting o rga nised 
by the local group Campaign 
agai nst th e sale of es tates 
(CASE). Spea ke rs such as /Vfil i-

The people o f Birmi ngham 
want to fig ht the Tori es. As a 
speaker from th e fl oo r at th at 
mee ting sa id: " What Birmin oham 
needs Ts a De rck Hatt o n _':. 

'Get off your 
sides and fight' 

back-

ANGRY MOTHERS and nurscn· 
workers invaded a Southwark cou ncil 
meeting las t week in protest at the 
thre atene d clos ure of nurseries in Bcr
mondsev . Thev told Labour co uncill o rs 
to fight the To ry attacks: ··wc·11 support 
you if vou ge t o ff vo ur backsides a nd 
i'ight... . - -

Southwark council ex pects to be 
overspent by £-15 milli o n nex t year. A 
leaked confident ial report says th e 
council is " on th e ve rge o f co ll apse ... 
The shortfa ll is equ iva le nt to a n £11 re nt 
rise o r 3.000 redund ancie s in o ne o f th e 
poo rest boroughs in th e country. 

The council leaders arc not fighting 
the Tori es. they are preparing to take it 
out on their te na nts a nd workforce. 
Leader Anne Matthews· report is full of 
Tory style grumbles abo ut workers· 
efficiency. She talk s about cutting staff
ing levels. changing wo rkin g pr:1cticcs 
and hitting wages such as fre ezing so me 
e mployees · pav fo r seve n years regard
less of nat io na l ag ree ments. 

Southwark uni o ns have suspc nclccl a ll 
negotiations with the council. acc usin g 

them of a ··wapping mentality .. 11 ith 
actio ns that ··wo uld do cred it to th e 
most rab id Thatcherite council. .. A new 
Broad Left of council wo rkers is be in g 
formed. 

Southwark 
lobby against 
rent rises 
100 tenants, trade unionists and sup
porters of Southwark Broad Left lob
bied Southwark council policy commit
tee against a second proposed rent 
increase last Fridav. 

However, the co~mittee voted 12 to 6 
to recommend a £2 increase. and re
ferred the decision to the full council. 

The Broad Left intends to vigorously 
campaign against the increase, linking 
support from T As in Southwark . 

London crisis pose it in favour of non filling of 
vacancies and 'negotiation' about 
what jobs would go. 

Although the BL motion was 
lost by I°52 to 120 with a mass of 
abstentions, the meeting showed 
the potential support. A Housing 
Department steward said: "I wore 
the 'Save GLC' badges and the 
GLC was sold down the Thames. 
\Ve can't afford another paper 
campaign, we have to build a 
genuine campaign by forging links 
with tenants, clients, council 
workers. other trade unionists 
and others prepared to support 
us." 

turn out to start the fight to save 
jobs and services . 

By Dave Wallace, 
NALGO Branch exec, 

(personal capacity) 
HOME HELPS from Islingto n 
went to Labour Party confere nce 
in search of council leader Marga
ret Hodge . 

·· 17 of us have bee n locked out 
since last week .. a represe ntative 
of the workers. in NUPE and 
NALGO. to ld Militant. They 
ha ve refu sed to ope rate Islington 
co uncil's pl a ns to make th em 
wo rk fro m 2-1 sma lle r di stri cts 
because it will mean wo rse se r
vices. Ho urs of se rvice a nd cover 
fo r sick staff will be cut. and there 
are not e no ugh phones in th e new 
ce ntres . making it difficu lt for the 
e lde rl y and disa bled to ge t in 
touch. 

The council has stopped 
wo rk ers · pay and told three 
manage rs to run the services. 

Support to NUPE/NALGO 
Home Care organise rs . 23 Comp
to n Terrace. Lo ndon Nl . 

A HASTILY arranged mass meet
ing of 500 - 600 Greenwich NAL
GO members recently heard how 
the £35 million gap between in
come and e~;penditure threatened 
jobs and services. 

Broad Left supporters proposed 
a programme of action to stop the 
cuts and fight the Tories. The 
branch executive decided to op-

Councillors supporting the 
Broad Left distributed leaflets 
outside the meeting, called for an 
all union stewards meeting on 22 

October. We anticipate a large 

* Oppose all cuts in 
jobs and services. * No rent and rate 
increases to cover up 
for Tory cutbacks. * Fight privatisation * Organise a fight 
back around the coun
cil unions, tenants' 
associations and com
munity organisations. 
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KICK our 
THE· TORIE 

Build 
the 
LPVS 

AT THIS year's Labour Party 
conference the biggest attack 
since the 1960's was launched 
on the Labour Party Young 
Socialists (LPYS). 

The decision to stop mem
bership for over 22 year olds 
and abolish the regional com
mittees was obviously meant 
to remove the most expe
rienced campaigners from the 
LPYS and so hinder its future 
work. 

The right wing Party leaders 
claim these restrictions are 
because the VS is small and 
sectarian. Diana Jeuda, the 
chair of the Party's youth sub
committee, says the VS 
should be more like Youth 

CND and Young Oxfam (wha
tever that is!). 

But the LPYS is having great 
success building a movement 
of working class youth by 
campaigning on issues that 
affect them-YTS, low pay, 
unemployment, education 
cuts and drugs. You can't find 
a short cut to building a mass 
political youth movement. 

The attacks won't stop the 
LPYS campaigning, particu
larly against compulsory YTS 
for school leavers. The right 
wing want some sort of youth 
club that has nothing but cul
tural events and football. 
These activities should be part 
of a youth movement's life, 
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but our central aim is to fight 
for a real future for youth. And 
that will only be achieved 
under socialism, so that will 
always be our main prior-
ity. . 

The Youth Trades Union 
Rights Campaign (YTURC) has 
called a demonstration and 
lobby of Parliament against 
compulsory YTS on 19th Nov
vember. In 1985, when YTURC 
last mobilised against YTS 
conscription, the Tories 
backed down. Let's make 
them do it again! Now's the 
time to start building to make 
this event a huge success. 

Under 22s-fight harder! GLASGOW LPYS members and 
YTURC supporters staged a pro
test demonstration against That
cher's plans to introduce YTS 
conscription in the next term of 
Parliament. 

Glasgow 
vs 

members 
THE EVENING after they 
had won the vote to 
reduce the LPYS's age 
limit at Labour Party con
ference saw many of the 
Party leadership whoop
ing it up at a union social 
with all drinks and food 
on the house. 

Mr. Kinnock himself was hav
ing a very enjoyable tim e parti
cipating in cosy chit-chat and 
signing autographs . 

However Neil's snug su r
roundings w ere roughl y shat
tered when he bumped into us , 
two young Party members. We 
told him that we w ere sad
dened by the reduction of the 
LPYS upper age limit and felt 
this was a negative move. 

His r eply was that the reduc
tion would mean that a new 
leadership for the YS wou ld 
emerge comprised of tee 
nagers. When we informed 'pi ) 
that w e were ourselves part of 
the leadership of th e Young 

Set up 
new 
youth 
committees 

NO\tV! 

• • 

Socialists in our own areas, 
and w ere aged 18 and 16 res
pectively, his response was a 
patronising smile. 

But when we made it clear 
that we wou ld not be in our 
respective positions in the 
movement were it not for the 
older, experienced YS 
members training and educat
ing us, he changed his tack 
completely. 

Hard left 
Neil told us the real reason w e 

have to implement these 
changes is to get rid of the 
" hard left, Leninist, vanguar
dist" grouping inside the LPYS. 
To free it from the stranglehold 
of Militant. 

When we asked what was 
wrong with young peopl e in the 
Party being left-wing and 
beli eving in rad ical socialist 
poli cies, he reto rted that the 
1Wi/itant was anything but rad
ical. He went on to cite the 

YOUTH CAMPAIGN Com
mittees are supposed to 
be set up in the regions 
according to the decision 
of Labour Party confe
rence. The oflicers of the 
LPYS are calling for this 
to be done as soon as 
possible. 

But they feel that it is 
vital that the committees 
are both democratic and 
made up of youth. They 
say the YCCs should be 
made up of three elected 
delegates each from the 
LPYS, NOLS and Labour 

example of his two chi ldren 
w ho joined the Party on the day 
they turned 15 . "But they 
refused to join the LPYS, 
because they did not wish to be 
cynically used like blotting 
paper to soak up dull Marxist 
dogma. " 

At this point the right honour
able leader was in a very agi
tated state. As he was ushered 
off to coo l down by Glenys and 
a Party official , ou r last words 
we re: "You may have got rid of 
the ove r 22s in the YS, but 
you 've left the teenagers. And 
we don ' t fight for socialism as 
hard as the over 22s, we fight 
even harder! " 

'":'he r eason that Militant 's 
ideas ar e popular in the YS is 
not because we are a bunch of 
easily led morons, but because 
they have something to offer 
t his generation of youth . unlike 
the Party leadership's cham
pagne socialism . 

By Two Young Socialists. 

Party regional executives 
and one delegate from 
each afliliated union, to 
be elected by union youth 
committees wherever 
possible. They should be 
Labour Party members 
and (apart from the re
gional executive 
members) under 23. 

The LPYS oflicers say 
these proposals are 
essential to make sure the 
committees are democra
tic and campaigning bod
ies. 

We took our protest to the Tory 
HQ. We asked for a guarantee 
that the Tories were not going to 
conscript youth onto slave labour 
YTS. The resident Tories didn't 
have a clue. They were all over 
the place when we asked diffi
cult questions, like what they 
thought of YTS wages, what they 
thoul'!ht about YTS conscription, 
and what were their names. 

A TV crew tried to film us 
debating with the Tory orga
nisers over YTS. The Tories pa
nicked and point-blank refused. 
After 20 minutes they called the 
police and asked us to leave. 

We said we wouldn't leave 
until Fowler or Young was con
tacted to tell us whether they 
were going to introduce slave 

arrested 
labour compulsion or not. All 12 
of us were arrested and charged 
with Breach of the Peace and 
held for three hours. But after 
100 amputations and 40 deaths 
on YTS schemes, it is Thatcher 
and her government who should 
be arrested and tried for 
murder. 

By George McNelllage 
(Glasgow LPYS) 

SCOTLAND 
Remember the 5 November 
A YTURC rally in Edinburgh on 5 October was attended by over 100 
people . We agreed to link up with West Scotland for an education 
shut down on 5 November. In the run up to it , we visited various 
colleges and schoo ls and the response was terrific. In one college , 
70 names were collected on petitions in 30 minutes and over £8 was 
collected for the campaign. 

1 eachers as well as students signed. Most working class people of 
all ages support the cause YTURC stands for. 

No matter what the Labour and trade union leadership think, the 
working class can see the destruction of manufacturing industry, the 
lack of apprenticeships and the ridiculous pittance that youth receive 
on the schemes. 

The leadership are making little attempt to organise the youth in 
the unions to fight back . but we are. I am certain the workers of this 
country will recognise this. 

By Kenny Cairns 
Edinburgh LPYS 
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Bob Harker. 

LAST WEEK, almost 
exactly ten year;; since 
they were used against 
the national strike, troops 
and their 'green goddes
ses' were being used 
during the struggle of 
the West Glamorgan fire
fighters. In ·1977, BOB 
HARKER, now a member 
of Gateshead East Labour 
Party, was in the Third 
Light Infantry. This is his 
soldier's' view of the 
strike. 

THE SOLDIERS of 2 platoon . A 
coy. 3rd Light In fa ntry. like the 
rest of th e battalion o n 2 Nove
mbe r 1977 were sorting through 
their kit. checking equipment. 
cleaning weapons. returning to 
·normal duties'. It was three days 
since the battalion had been air
lifted home from Aldergrove air
port having completed a four
month stint of duty in Belfast. 

And now we were back home 
in Catte ri ck. After four months of 
consta nt 24-hour sta ndby cooped 
up in iittle forts in an are a re
garded by the army as ·very hosti
le'. we we re <; hatte rccl. sad. grak
ful to he back and looking for
wa rd to the standa rd four-weeks 
k ave whi ch fo llowed every tour 
o f duty in · N Ireland . 

Our pl a toon se rgea nt, 
however . soo n put paid to o ur 
leave when he broke th e news to 
us: "It seems nvw more than 
likely that the firemen are going 
on strike and our lot have been 
o rdered to ma n the oree n ood
dcsses in the North East ... "' 

Christmas Day 
My first reaction. a nd just 

about everyone e lse·s. was ·'wh:.it 
the hell a rc green goddesses?·· 

We were to get o ne week's 
leave and the promise of three 
weeks at Christmas. The arm y. 
like the Labour government. 
were confident that the strike 
would be smashed by then. 

It wasn 't. but o ur ·promise of 
Christmas leave was 1 On Christ
mas Eve I was scrubbing down a 
green goddess. On Chri stmas 
Day I was detailed to scrub the 
'dixies· in the cookhouse and on 
Boxing day our section were out 
fighting a fire. 

For the Belfast tour we had a 
mere two weeks 'urban training'; 
now we were to have o ne week 
·fire fighting exercises'! 

Yes we had a laugh a t times , 
stumbling over hose pipes. putt
ing ladders up at the wrong 
window - it was like a 'Carry On ' 
movi e. But you o nl y have the o ne 
ch'ance to save a life, and the 
experts at this sort of thing were 
going on strike . Why? I still didn't 
know; I'd never heard the news 
for weeks a nd so li ke others I was 
bitter. 

1977 firefighters strike 
so ier's e 

Troops with their 'green goddesses' in Chelsea barracks in 1977. Photo : Andrew Wiard (Report) 

In the coming weeks I was to 
feel eve n more bitterness. this 
time towards the government. for 
it seemed that we pawns were 
being used. no t so much to pro
tect life as to smash a strike . 

Out on the streets it was a joke. 
We didn't know where the fire 
hydrants were. often taking valu
ab le minutes to locate one . Our 
engi nes did n't have radios, so we 
had to follow a police car. many 
tim es losin g it in traffi c o r when 
our goddess sudde nl y broke 
down. 

These old Bcdfords. ·prehisto
ries' as we called them. were 
p roved time a nd time again to be 
a dange r to life a nd limb. 
especially whe n turning corners. 
The ga ll o ns of water carried in 
the tanks would suddenly move to 
one side a nd the danger of topp
ling over was always there , 
especia ll y on the ice. We had four 
hospita li sed in one such incident. 
A numbe r of so ldi ers in Man
chester were not so lucky. They 
lost their lives. 

If we soldiers were orga ni sed 
and had a trade union behind us. 
not only could we have· refused to 
be strike-breake rs , but we could 
have refused to handle such 
dangerous equipment. 

Living conditions during the 
months of th e strike were worse 
th an in Belfast -and that's saying 
some thin g! We slept in sleeping 

bags in the ha ll of th e loca l TA 
unit. livi ng out of our kit bags and 
suitcases. Eventually we were 
suppli ed with ca mp beds. but we 
were cramped and forever on 
ca ll . 

The press were having a field 
day a ttacking the strike. The fire 
me n. th ey screamed. were st rik
ing for more money and ye t they 
already earn mo re than the sol
diers doing their job. 

Friendly relations 
This propaganda could have 

had great effect on the so ldi e rs of 
3LI. ~ After a ll the firemen. we 
were told. were responsible for 
ou r loss of leave and now we were 
hit with this revelation. But if 
anything relati o ns betwee n us an d 
the local firemen actua ll y im
proved , because the firemen 
approached us in such a friendly 
manne r fro m day one. 

They used to say: " We 've no
thing aga inst you lads; you're 
ordered to do this''. And many 
times they actually handed us 
ciga rs and cigarettes. Over 
Christmas. we received a barrel 
of beer from them. which stunned 
the local rags. who were forced 
for o nce to come up with a good 
word for them. 

But the most important thing 
was th at the firemen invited us 
into th eir club. The bar would be 

full of o ff-duty so ldiers a nd fire
men . drinking , pl aying pool. but 
must important of all. talking. We 
di scussed the reaso ns for the 
st ri ke. t rade union ri ghts for the 
armed forces . the medi a and 
many o the r topics. I'm not saying 
that eve ry squaddic -and eve ry 
fireman got on well together. 
though I witnessed no hostility. 
but it did make some o f us li ste n 
a nd learn . Indeed both Belfast 
a nd the firemen 's dispute were 
experi e nces which motivated me 
into becoming an act ive social ist 
a nd a Marxi st. 

As the st rike wore o n . the 
fire me n wou ld ofte n turn up a t a 
big fire a nd give us adv ice. When 
a brewe ry went up it took us a ll 
night to get it under co ntrol. A 
big ladder from Newcastle Fire 
Station was brought out by the 
fire ch iefs. T o this day th at ladde r 
is bl acked. 

There we re many happe nings. 
some dangero us , ot hers . because 
of our inexpe rience . hil arious. 
Once at a paper mill which was 
well away by the time o ur crew 
got there to back up three other 
goddesses , o ne o f the hosepipcs 
broke lose from two soldi ers who 
were hand ling it and like a furi ous 
snake it whipped and lashed 
about in the air. 

Instead of turnin g the water 
off, o ne ' bright' young officer 
tried to make a dash for it. 

running down a hill shou ting "get 
ho ld of it! ' ' Within seco nds he 
was charging back up the hill · 
being chased by this hose pipe . 

But like a ll good officers he 
wasn't heaten yet. so once again 
he made a n assau lt down the hill 
to capture this ·monste r'. Th is 
time howe ver. the hose. fu ll of 
gallons of water . swung round. hit 
hi m full o n and sent him fl ying 
ove r a hedge. 

Union rights 
Four of us who witnessed this 

merry event we re litera ll y rolling 
down th e hill in fits of 
laughter. 

The o rdin a ry soldier has no 
real say o r o rga ni sa ti on to voice 
hi s opinio ns. Our spokespersons 
a re unelected o ffi cers who com
ma nd us. They don ·t a~k opi
nions; they tell us what is a nd 
what is not to be. Their 'defe nce 
o f democracy" is defe nce of their 
syste m . 

Militam's call fo r trade union 
rights for th e armed forces is not 
uto pi an. It would be a step for
ward . for not only wo uld the 
soldi e rs· conditions be improved. 
but the gap between wo rkers and 
serviceme n would begin to be 
bridged. "Our class is your cl ass ; 
o ur struggl e is your struggle; our 
democracy is your democ racy' '. 

out racist filth of which Goebbels 
would be proud. 

If he does not pay, and he says he 
will not, he will be expelled . 

Parking for profit 

Millions and millions £1,004,000, (during which time Bur
ton's profits have only doubled) he 
has also made £1.6 million from a 
share option scheme. 

Under the headline 'Breeding 
trouble', deputy editor Ray Mills, 
'the angry voice', writes: "The nat
ives of Fiji are revolting because 
immigrant Indians now outnumber 
them. Given that Britain's Asians 
are multiplying disturbingly faster 
than the national average-and 
that's a fact-how much longer 
before it happens here?" 

THE LATEST speculative invest
ment in London is not gold, si lver, 
shares or works of art, but ... park
ing spaces. One in a Hampstead 
underground car park has just been 
sold for £30,000. " A verv good 
investment" said the estate 
agents: "When you are paying 
more then £800,000 for a house, 
what's an extra £30,000?" 

BANKER CHRISTOPHER Heath is 
revealed to have been paid 
£2,500,000 a year. But even he may 
not be 'earning' as much as Bur
ton's Sir Ralph Halpern. For while 
Halpern's basic salary has in
creased seven-fold in five years , to 

Angry racist voice 
AS WELL as resorting to pornogra
phy to boost its sales, the new
look Daily Star has been spewing 

Mills has already been repri
manded and fined £500 by his 
union, the NUJ, for simi!ar articles. 
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Northern Ireland 

Fight the 
Tories and 
the bigots 
--oN THE front of the Bel
fast City Ha ll th e ba nner 
reads ·Belfast says no·. In
side we have a counci l 
which is fo nd of sayin g 
yes- Yes to the cuts. Yes to 
sectaria nism . Yes to a ll th e 
co unci ll ors· pe rks and ex
penses·· . Th is is taken fro m 
the electio n add ress of th e 
Labour a nd Trade Un io n 
Group ca ndi dates. sta nd in g 
in two cou ncil by-e lecti o ns 
in West Be lfast . Their 
un as ha med class approach 
ma rks o ut the campaign be
ing waged by socia li sts in 
North ern I re la nd. 

On 22 October wo rk e rs 
in U pper Falls and Lowe r 
Fa ll s will have an oppo rtun 
ity to vote Labour a nd el ect 

cand idates, Mickey Duffy 
a nd Davy Office r. who arc 
l'ighti ng on a socialist pro
gramm e . 

T he L TUG is the la rgest 
a nd most acti ve labo ur 
grouping in the North. It 
"'·as form ed by the socia list 
win g of the now dcf'un ct 
Northe rn I re la nd Labou r 
Party. whe n that pa rty·s 
leade rship adopted a secta
rian position. It has a proud 
record of struggle on be half 
o f wo rkers-organising pro 
tes ts on un empl oyme nt. th e 
cuts. aga inst th e fasc ist Na
tiona l ~Front and aga inst 
yo uth consc ripti o n ~ onto 
YTP sc he mes . 

Worke rs throughou t 

sa me prob le ms - pove rty . 
unemploy ment. repression 
and secta ri anism. But the 
re al majority in No rthe rn 
I re la nd is the working class . 
and o nl y their orga nisa 
tions. the labour and trade 
union moveme nt ca n tack le 
anv of these iss ues. 

The L TUG sees th e ca m
paign to get Labo ur co un
cil lors e lected in these by
elcctions. as part of th e 
fil!ht to commit the trade 
u~ion s to pro\·ide a poli
tica l. socialist a nd non 
sectarian a lternat ive for a ll 
\\ Ork ers in the North. 

We reprint below ex
tract. from the e lect ion ad
d ress. 

No rthern Ireland Fae~ the Armed troops and police at hunger strike commemorat ion march in West Belfast last year. 

Vote for Labour candidates 
ALL THE major parties in Northern Ireland are full of career 
politicians who promise the earth at election times. We want a 
council which will say No. No to career politicians, no to 
sectarianism, no to cuts, low wages and unemployment. 

We want a Labour council prepared to confront the Tories 
and the bigots in the same way that the last Liverpool Labour 
Council was prepared to stand up to Thatcher. 

This election can be the first step to that end and would lead 
to the creation of a mass socialist Labour Party which could 
fight for a m<'!jority on the council in the elections in two years' 
t ime. 

Jobs 

sectarian. un a rm ed community 
pol ice forces unde r trade unio i1 
and co mmunity co nt ro l. These 
forces to be ve tted to keep out 
a ll those with parami litary or 
sectaria n associa ti on a nd to dc<1 l 
sole ly with crime. having no 
po litical o r industri a l fun cti o n . 

Sectarianism 
It is th e work ing class who 
suffe rs the effects o f the secta
ri an vio le nce. 

and com munity o rga nisations as 
the o nl y bodies capa ble of 
jo intl y orga nisin g Catho li c a nd 
Protestant workers in their own 
defe nce. 

Socialist Solution 

MICKEY DUFFY, one of the Labour 
and Trade union Group candidates, 
addressing a fringe meeting held 
at the Labour Party conference, to 
win support from British 
workers. 

T he re a rc 11 .969 un e mpl oyed 
in West Be lfast. Whil e o the r 
gro ups condemn it. we offer a 
soluti o n . 
* An e nd to rc li gous d iscrimi
nati o n in e mplO);me nt. 
* A guara nteed jo b fo r a ll. 
* A 35 ho ur week with no loss 
c' pay . 

prov ide a lte rn ative ou tl e ts fo r 
young peo ple. 
* No to the RUC shoot to kill 
'so luti o n·. 

Repression 
Repression can o nl y be halted 
by the un ited st ruggle of the 
work ing class mob ili sed be hind 
the labour a nd trade uni on 
move ment. 

* Reject the bosses· game of 
·di vide and ru le'. 
* Reject th e sectari an-based 
politica l parties. 
* Reject the campaign of a ll 
th e parami lita ry o rga ni sati o ns. 
These divide worke rs. give the 
excuse fo r repression a nd set 
back th e ca use fo r socia lism . 
* Fu ll support fo r lornl com
munity ac tio n to defe nd areas 
from attack. 

T he Ang lo-Irish Agree me nt has 
been a mi serab le failure. In
stead o f reforms it has brought 
mo re repress ion. I nstc ad ~of 
peace. vio le nce has intensified. 
Ne ithe r this nor a ny ot he r capi
talist measure ca n be a solutio n 
to the nati o nal problem . 
* Reject the A nglo-Iri sh 
Agree me nt. 
* For united ac tio n by the la-
bour and trade union move- ... 

"We don't stand as Labour 
Unionists or as Republican La
bour," he told the meeting. "We 
stand as socialists in the traditions 
of Connolly and Larkin". 

"Larkin explained that without a 
political voice, labour was fighting 
with one arm tied behind its back. 
We are struggling to untie that 
arm". 

I Area 

1 1:ast 1v11manas 
2 London 
3 Wales 
4 Eastern 
5 Scotland East 
6 South East 
7 Southern 
8 Northern 
9 Scotland West 

10 Yorkshire 
11 West Midlands 
12 South West 
13 Merseyside 
14 Manchester/Lanes 
15 National 

(Total 

Received 

*A £120 minimum wage. 
* Nati onal isat io n of a ll firm s 
threatenin g lay offs. 

Joy Riding 
* Community act io n to e nd joy 
riding. 
* Extra cou nci l reso urces to 

% of target achieved 

* Immediate repea l of a ll 
re pressive legislati o n . 

me nt North and South to bring 
about a socia li st soluti o n . 
* For a socialist Ire la nd a nd a 
socia list fede ra tio n of Brita in 
a nd Ire land. 

* Scrap th e Diplock Co urts. * End stri p sea rching . 
* Ban pl as tic bull e ts. 
* D isband the RUC and UD R . * Fo r the se tting up of no n-

* Fo r united acti o n by th e 
working class to stop the secta
ri an attacks . Thi s to be co
ordinated by the trade union s 

FOR INFORMATION on the 
campaign or to send financial 
support, contact: Labour and 
Trade Union Group, 4 Waring 
Street, Belfast. 

Target I 
3250 
9400 
4850 
3050 
2800 
2250 
3100 
4600 
3500 
8450 
4850 
1900 
7500 
4050 
6950 

( 70,000 

Flood us with money 
A MARVELLOUS £500 
donation from a reader in 
Kent, given at the Labour 
Party conference shows 
how serious Miiitant sup
porters are in fighting for 
socialism and in building 
their paper. £100 from 
Steve and Deidre Johnson, 
NUPE members in Edin
burgh has also boosted our 
Fighting Fund this week. 
Now we need a flood of 
similar donations from all 
our readers to ensure we 
raise the full £70,000 tar
get by the deadline only 
two weeks away. 

At their conference the 
Tories announced further 
plans to attack the poorest 
section of society, the 
10.4 million people who 
live on or below supple-

mentary benefit level. At 
the same time a recent 
article in the Observer rev
ealed how the super rich 
and city whizzkids live. 
They have the opportunity 
to purchase themselves a 
remote Scottish Island 
complete with lighthouse 
for just £40,000 for that 
quiet weekend break, or 
hire Concorde for a mere 
£110,000. 

Only Miiitant has the 
confidence that workers 
can successfully beat the 
Tories. Show your confi
dence in the ideas of Miii
tant by sending an extra 
special donation this 
week. It will be a necess
ary investment in the 
struggle for socialism. 

Every reader new or old 

can help us to reach our 
target by not only making a 
personal sacrifice but also 
raising cash, using appeal 
sheets and selling stickers 
on all paper sales. Over 
£61 was raised in Grimsby 
in extras on sales last 
week. 

Thanks this week to 
D. Taylor from Reading who 
sent £25, Kim Leach from 
Fulham who sent £15 and 
D.Roman a student who 
donated £15 from his 
grant. 

Finally don't forget to or
ganise an end of quarter 
social, or use your Initiat
ive like supporters In Bir
mingham who raised £45 
on a trip to Blackpool and 
over £170 with a jumble 
sale. 



8 l.NT 16 October 1987 

a socialist viewP-oint 
AL THOUGH THE government 
are supposed to have con- · 
ducted a campaign of public 
education, the press continue 
to whip up hysteria about 
AIDS, screeching about the 

dangers of infection from 
everything from 'gay' ste
wards on the QE2 to contami
nated beer mats. All the sto
ries have been wrong or sen
sationalised. 

MIKE WADDINGTON cuts 
through the myths and 
examines the facts about this 
horrific disease and the 
scandal of government un
derfunding of research into it. 

A trade 
union 
• issue 
ii H E PRESS cam

paign is not o ne of 
expla nati o n. but a 

de liberate smokescreen to 
justify the view th at AIDS 
is some kind of punishment 
fo r pa rticul ar kinds of 
behaviour . It has un
de rsta nd abl y led man y tra
de uni o ni sts to express co n
cern and turn to their 
unions to confront th e 
issue. 

At th e 1987 C PSA confe 
rence-the re we re 19 re·solu
tions a nd a debate o n 
AIDS. Only S Africa at
tracted more resoluti o ns. 

At least 25 uni o ns a nd 
the TUC have now pro
duced mate ri al on AIDS 
for th eir me mbers and 
issued advice for th e pro
tection of AIDS victims 
who a re uni o n me mbe rs . 
NALGO produced 220.000 
leaflets . CO HSE a 52-page 
document. of which over 
10,000 have been sold . 

Trade union s like the 
NUM , TGWU and US
DA W have been able to 
fight th e press hysteria by 
circulating mate ri a l to th ei r 
.me mbe rs. ex pla ining the is
sues and respo nsibly warn
ing of the da ngers. 

Fo r in sta nce , te lepho ne 
e ngineers o nce refused to 
repair the broken equ ip
ment of a Gayhe lp phone 
line, be li eving the press re 
ports that it was possibl e to 
co ntract A IDS casuall y. 
The uni o n ·s hea lth and sa
fet y_ officer spoke to the 
wo rkers a nd convinced 
them they cou ld ha nd le the 
equipm e nt a t no da nger to 
themselves. 

What is 
AIDS? 
m IDS IS caused by the 

Huma n Immuno-
deficiency Virus 

( HIV) which a ttac ks th e 
immune system of the 
body. A IDS is the condi
ti o n suffe red as a result of 
the ensu in g o pportunist in
fectio n . Clinically disco
vered in 1981 in the USA. 
th e virus splices with th e 
hum an ge netic mate ri a l and 
is the refore currentl y im
possibl e to trea t. 

A nyo ne can catch AIDS. 
but it can onlv be caught 
through blooct' contamin a
ti o n or sex ua l co ntact. Fo r 
this reason it has particu- . 
la rl y affected haem ophi
li acs. int rave nous d rug 
use rs. foe tuses of pregnan t 
AIDS ca rri ers and those in 
sex ual co ntact with an in
fected person . male o r 
fe ma le. 

A IDS is therefore not 
easy to ca tch and is not the 
'pl ague· th e press have 
described it as. Ex posu re to 
the virus results in a 50 per 
ce nt chance of beco ming 
infected. 

The reaso n for the rapid 
spread of th e disease is less 
a medical problem th a n a 
social and econo mic o ne. as 
was shown in a report by 
th e H ouse of Commmons 
Social Services Committee 
call ed ·Problems assoc ia ted 
with AIDS". It di scusses 
why A IDS has spread so 
rapidly th rough Africa : 

··1 nt raveno us drug ab use 
in sub-Sa haran Africa is 
minim al. but limited res
ources fo rce medica l staff 
to re-use eq uipme nt. In 
some rural a re as, there mav 
be on ly o ne syringe for a n . 
en tire clinic and th.: orcssu
re o n its use may preve nt it 
being sterilised betwee n 
pati e nts. 

" Re- use o f needles has 
a lso bee n th e practi ce in 
immunisa tio n program mes. 
Furthe rm o re, in countries 
whe re the per capita health 
budget may be less th an te n 
o r eve n fi ve dolla rs. it is 
a lmost impossible to screen 
blood for tra nsfu sion when 
the average cost of a single 
test is four dollars. 

" ... The problem is fun
da me nta ll y a financial and 
resource proble m ... What 
we must do is to provide 
the resources, th e material 
and th e techn ology." 

Millions 
will die 
• Africa 
T HE LABOUR 

movement is right to 
be conce rned about 

the di sease. The Comm o ns 
committee report descr ibed 
AIDS as havi ng .. social ef
fec ts. . . unpara ll eled in 
hum a n histo ry"' . It is "' th e 
evo lving ep ide mi c . .. ··. 

529 people have so far 
died of AIDS in Britain . A 
further 935 have the dis
ease . 447 1 are known to 
have the virus. 

T he DHSS estim ate th a t 
30-40.000 may already be 
exposed to the virus. It is 
suggested that the numbe r 
of sufferers do ubl es every 
10 months. whi ch wou ld 
mea n 3 .2 milli o n in fected 
by 1992 . Fowler has said 
th at by the e nd of 1989 . 
4,000 a rc likely to have 
died from A IDS . 

The World H ea lth Orga
ni sation (WHO) have iden
tified 36.229 cases of AIDS 
in 99 countries - 76 per cent 
of the m in the USA. They 
be li eve that betwee n five 
and nin e tee n millio n have 
been infected and this is 
li kelv to reach 100 million 
by 1990. 

AIDS is the biggest kill e r 
of \\·ome n aged 25 - 34 in 

ew York and th e biggest 
killer of young sin gle me n 
in New York a nd San Fran
cisco. 

It is is Africa. howe ve r . 
th a t th e fu ll ho rror of the 
disease is see n. piled o n to p 
of the already ho rre ndo us 
burde ns of the ex-colo ni a l 
peoples. 

A milli o n Africans wi ll 
die of the di sease in the 
next ten years. 23 Afri ca n 
countries a rc affected, par
ticul a rl y in Ce ntral Africa . 
Th... WHO bel ieve th a t 
50 .000 may already have 
died of th e di sease. 

Out of the popul ati o n of 
500 in th e Uga nd a vi ll age o f 
Kasensc r. 100 have died 
from A I OS in the last five 
yea rs. 

Candlelight vigil for AIDS 
victims in London . 

But it was onlv wh en th e 
virus was discov~red in the 
USA that rea l publi city was 
given to the disease. 

Drugs, 
needles, . 
prisons 

OUNG PEOPLE arc 
particularly a t risk. 
The conditio ns yo uth 

arc in creasingly facing a rc 
driv ing th e m into situa tion s 
where th ey can expose 
the mselves to possible in
fectio n ot he r than th rough 
sex ua l ex perimentat io n. 

The Commons commit
tee was forced to co ncede: 
'· ... We have to accept th at 
so fa r the anti-drugs cam
pa ign has fai led co nspi
cuously in many qua rte rs of 
socic tv ... There is a clear 
link to social problem:; such 
as un empl oyme nt. or a ge n
era l lack of hope for th e 
future .. .. , 

There a re known to be 
60.000- 100.000 drug 
abuse rs in Britain (o ne 
third a re wo111cn). This is 
a lmost certa inl y an unde re
stim ate. 

In Edi nburgh , where the
re are considerab le pro-

ble ms with AIDS. th e 
Commons committee 
savs: 

-..... From late 1982 . with 
th e closure ohhe o nl y lega l 
suppl y of sterile equip
me nt. need les have beco me 
scarce. Sharing was inevi
table" (Note th a t the deci
sio n was ta ke n afte r the 
discovery of th e virus.) 
Further. ·· . . . 70 per ce nt o f 
drug users sha red beca use 
o f ~ th e sho rtage o f 
suppl ies". 

55 pe r ce nt o f p ros titutes 
in Leith (man v o f who m 
resort to prostiti.1ti o n to buy 
drugs) arc HI V infected. 

The position is furthe r 
co mpli cated by pri so ns. 
Referring to Sa ughto n pri
son (in Edinburgh) . th e 
com mittee says: ·· . . . The re 
were more dr.ugs in prison 
th an outside . but a max i
mum of three sets o f need
les and syringes in th a t p ri
so n·· . In th e Eastern USA 
AIDS is the biggest kill e r in 
pri so ns. 

The deteri orating posi 
tio n of the yo uth. espec ia ll y 
in the inne r cities wit h mass 
un e mpl oy ment. slum ho us
in g a nd increasing despa ir. 
can 111 akc th e m prey to 
drugs and the AIDS 
virus . 

The lack o f ho uses exa
ce rbates th e prob le ms of 
th e vict :ms o f th e d isease: 
·· . . . Ca ught be twee n being 
too hea lth y to be in 
hospital. but too ill to ea rn 
eno ugh mo ney to pay th e 
rent , pa ti e nts a rc fo rced to 
take what acco mmodati o n 
they ca n find . whi ch is 
ra re ly co nducive to their 
ph ysica l o r psycho logical 
wel l-being.·· 

Papering 
over 
the cracks 
T 

HATCHER AP-
PEARS to have ac
qu itted he rse lf we ll in 

th e fi ght against the dis
ease. A specia l Cabinet 
com mittee under White law 
approved the mate ri a l th at 
was distributed to 23 mil-

• • ~. • •• ..: ..... ' ~ • ... ' • ~ ...... - • - - - - j ·- : ... ' - • • 

Demonstration in W ashington 

lio n ho mes . 
The truth is so mewhat 

diffe re nt. The leaflet it se lf 
was o nly printed in E ngli sh ; 
in New Yo rk informati on is 
ava il abl e in 14 diffe re nt 
languages. Thatcher a nd 
th e T o ries are incapable o f 
providing jobs, le t alone 
ma rsha lling reso urces to 
fi ght AIDS. 

Thatcher ai:id capi ta lism 
as a who le stands indict_cd 
ove r the fi ght fo r reso urces 
fo r hea lth. More have al
rc adv died of A IDS than in 
the Fa lkl a nds War. ye t the
re has been no ·general 
mobilisation· to defeat thi s 
attack. 

The Co mm o ns co mmit
tee report is move d to say : 

..Even in these early days 
of the disease. we received 
ev ide nce of unde r
rcso urcing whic h disturbed 
us .. 

They also say : ··A ids is 
no t a proble m which will be 
solved by th rowin g mo ney 
a t it and hopi ng it will do 
some good .. . ·· Thi s is 
backed up by Ba ker" s evi
de nce . a ve ry smug ··Well. 
a ll I ca n say is a ll th e mo ney 
1 ha ve been aske d for for 
AIDS I have provided ." 

T he pub li shed reco rd o f 
th e Com mo ns co mmittee 
actu a ll y tell s a diffe re nt sto
rv. 
' Professo r Ad le r: " Seven 

clini ca l acade mi c staff in 
my depa rtments .. . sho re up 
the NHS department. The y 
pape r ove r the cracks. so 
that the cracks we arc 
beginning to sec would 
have appeared much earlie r 
if it had no t bee n for the 
in jecti o n of acade mi c hands 
o n the pumps . 

" That is very un sa ti sfac
to ry beca use it pu lls my 
staff away from research . 
whic h is very important in 
thi s a rea . but it a lso gives 
th e fa lse impressio n th a t 
the NHS ca n cope . . ... 

David Miller (M idd lese x 
Hospital): ··we have a very 
la rge num be r of highly ex
pe ri e nced people who have 
bee n pushed to th e limit for 
fa r too lo ng and they can
no t sustain th a t leve l of 
input for too lon g .. We are 
see in g significa nt amounts 
of psycho logica l, domestic 
a nd professional di stress in 
a gro up who unfortunately 



1ainst Reagan 's indifference to the AIDS crisis. 

i avc th e greatest amo unt of 
~ xpertise a nd who a re . the
·cfore. a ll the mo re pre 
:ious to us. 

··1 very much fea r for th e 
Jh ysical hea lth of my col
eagues who have been 
rnshed too far for too 
o ng ... . You ca nn o t fl og a 
fonkev fo r too lo ng wi 
ho ut · expectin g it to 
lrop .. . ·· 

Dr Pinching: ·· Jf clini ca l 
1cadcmics were withdrawn 
10w this co untry would no t 
JC ab le to cope with the 
\IDS pro blem . It is as 
imple as that . .. ·· 

O n staffin g leve ls in the 
'1HS. ""Dr Pinching and Dr 
-farr is tole! us tha t Man
mwcr Committees li ve in 
111othc r wo rl d ... Dr Pin ch
ng th o ught it absolutely 
ncrcdiblc that th e Chief 
.i!cd ica l Office r had to ld 
he co mmittee that he was 
111 awarc of a ny pla ns to 
onsidcr cha nges in th e 
ncdica l ma np~wcr situa
ion .. ·· 

There is also widespread 
e li ancc o n vo lunta ry agc n
ics to deal with prob le ms 
sf counse lling and drug 
.busc. As counselling costs 
.. I{) pe r individua l thi s is a 
heap course of action by 
he govern ment. 

The Te rence Hi ggins 
-rust is widely respected 
or th e help th at it provi
lcs. I ndecd th e govc rn
nc nt rccc mm c nds it. In 
'cbruary 1985 . th e THT 
ecc ivcd 400 pho ne ca ll s a 
1inute. such was public 
onccrn abo ut th e vi rus. 
' c t it has o nl y two fu ll-time 
mrke rs. fin a nced by a 
rant of £ I 00.000 fro m the 
)HSS. 

AIDS and 
profit 

D HE COSTS o f care 
arc as trono mica l. In 
the USA . o ne day in 

th e San Francisco Genera l 
Hospital can cost $800. T he 
average 30-day stay costs 
$25 - 30 ,000 . In th e UK the 
average 50-day stay costs 
£6 ,800, o ne of the reaso ns 
the Tori es favo ur 'com-

munity care · , witho ut the 
necessary back-up facil i
ties. 

The o nl y avai labl e trea t
me nt is AZT, which retards 
th e disease . Thi s costs 
around £5 .000 per pat ien t 
per year. 

Resea rch is therefore th e 
key area. but th e story of 
neglect due to the pursuit 
of profit is asto nishin g. 

The Medica l research 
Co unci l told the Commo ns 
committee : ··(T hey) we re 
qu ite the reverse of co nfi
dent about th e sra te of civil 
scie nce in th e U K as a 
resul t of its erosion by the 
govern me nt" s po licy o f 
funding civi l science .. 

··Ho~v can someo ne who 
wo rks fl a t-o ut for 12 hours 
each cl ay . ca ring for 
pati e nts th e n be expected 
to devise resea rch proto
co ls. which must meet the 
hi ghest sta ndards. in hi s or 
he r spa re time? . .. ·· 

The committee la me ly 
reco mm e nds '"th at eve ry 
e ffort should be made in 
the future to e nsure that 
basic scient ifi c research 
continues to be prope rl y 
resourced ... 

··The Medical research 
Council believed th at in
dustry wou ld no t play a 
majo r ro le in th e resea rch 
into a vacc ine because o f 
comm e rcia l considerations. 
They arc fa r mo re inte
rested in a product wh ich 
was safe. pro fita ble. with a 
ready ma rket a nd no 
danger of se rious litigation 
proble ms ... When resea rch 
cou ld produce cand idates 
for vaccines... whic h 
showed promise . .. these 
would be picked up by 
co mm e rci a l companies ... ·· 

The rea l co nce rn of the 
hea lt h industry was 
de mo nstrated at a confe 
rence held in New York in 
1985. at te ndee! by over 100 
in vesto rs , called ' Profi t a nd 
AIDS ' . 

Condom ma nu facture rs 
""stand to make a great deal 
of mone y"'. Problems with 
sub-sta nda rd im po rted con
doms have already been 
re ported . The cynical 
exp loita tio n by th e ' hea lth 
in dustry" puts profits first. 
The nationa li sa ti o n o f all 
th e drug compani es and 
others ( li ke condom manu-
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Alarmed by false scares, New York parents and children demonstrate against AIDS sufferers 
being allowed to attend school. 

facturers) is a vi tal part of 
the solution. 

The Commo ns co mmit
tee dem a nds ·· ... a co n
ce rted . co ll abora ti ve e ffort 
by th e who le scie ntific co m
munity to fight the dis
ease ... Thi s takes us to the 
ve rv hea rt of th e fu nction 
o f -research unde r ca pital
ism. The dema nd fo r ·coll a
boratio n· is utopian when 
by definiti o n most compa
nies are e ngaged in compe
tition. Coll aboration will 
o nl y follow if there is 
mo ney to be made. 

The committee says : 
··we recognise th at the 
po tenti a l for th e exp lo ita
ti o n of Africa fo r unethical 
ex pe rime nt a ti o n is 
great . ... , This is especia ll y 
so as it is still not clear 
whether scie ntific expe ri
me ntati o n is ac tua ll y res
po nsibl e for the virus in the 
first place. 

Socialist 
planning 
I 

F THE e nergies of 
th e research com
munity were put into 

battle. not on ly wou ld a 
cure be fo und fo r A TDS , 
but also ma ny oth er dis-

''The problem is funda
mentally a financial and res
ource problem ... What we 
must do is to provide the res
ources, the material and the 
technology." 
cases. I 0 ,000 scie ntists and 
110,000 ot he r personnel 
we re ass igned to the Man
hattan Project to build the 
Ato m Bomb . $2 billio n was 
spent in 37 insta ll atio ns in 
19 sta tes a nd Ca nada. 

ot surpri si ngly it 
achi eved its mi ssion a mere 
six yea rs after the th eo re
tica l poss ibility was first 
ra ised. Wh o is to say whe re 
a simila r effort now wou ld 
lead? 

The natio nalisat io n of 
the defe nce industry would 
turn their supe rio r resea rch 
fac iliti es ove r for the be ne 
fit of a ll by pursuing the 
so lutions to the problems of 
hum a nity , instead of pro
ducing weapons of mass 
dest ructio n. 

Professo r Adle r has said: 
" . . . We ha\·e an appalling 
record in preve ntin g disea
ses"'. but he added: " .. . It 
see ms to me th at we have a 
go lden opportunity to get 
preve ntative medecine 
right fo r o nce m the 
UK ... " 

That is o nly technolo
gica lly speaking. There is 
curre ntl y an impe netra ble 
barrier between ex isting 
resea rch fac ilities and cure 
- profits. 

None o f th e 94 recom
me ndations of the Com
mons committee has the 
a nswer beyo nd mora lising 
and wishfu l thinking. 

The labour move me nt 
has th e task o f fi ghting for 
th e means not o nly to tack
le the proble m of A IDS. 
but for a ll the problems of 
the working class. R esea rch 
faci lit ies should be taken 
o ut of the hands of the 
profiteers . through public 
ownership. Such resources 
e mpl oyed for need a nd not 
profit hole! th e key to the 
solutio n . 

A socia list pl an of pro
duction a nd th e rational 
distribution o f resources is 
now the o nl y way to pre
vent th e di sease assuming 
its fu ll horrific proportio ns. 

Civil 
rights 
under 
attack 
THE GOVERNMENT in 
Britain used the initial 
panic caused by the appea
rance of the disease to push 
through the draconian 
Public Health (Infectious 
Diseases) Regulations 
1985. 

The National Council for 
Civil Liberties. in its sub
mission to Commons com
mittee, said: 

" ... T he regulations give 
magistrates a power of vi r
tually arbitrary detention 
without any of the safe
guards applying in the civil 
law. (They) have added to 
the serious misconceptions 
surrounding AIDS. 

Discrimination 
" T hey should be with

d rawn ... Unless these facts 
(ie of getting the virus) are 
stressed, the risk of unjusti
fiable discrimina tion and 
even violent attacks against 
sections of the population is 
very real. . . " 

NALGO have called for 
the repeal of the regula
tions. 

Cranks, 
·racists, 
and the 
church 
THE HORRIFYING stat
istics have roused the 
moralists, religious cranks 
and racists. In evidence 
submitted to the Commons 
committee, the respectable 
sounding Royal Society of 
Medicine said : 

"The virus has the pro
perties of a skilled , devious, 
hidden and implacable in
vader with the capacity and 
willingness to kill every 
man , woman and child in 
our country. It may now be 
sf>reading amongst us prec
isely because it has this 
capacity ... Dissemination of 
the virus is being encou
raged by some who wish to 
destroy our society... Such 
disinformation weakens the 
political will to implement 
the tough control measures 
required to halt the spread 
of the vi rus ... Protection of 
the life of its citizens is one
of the maj9r obligations of 
the state. " 

Immigration 
As might be expected, the 

Church also made a submis
sion: 

" . .. Unchasti ty is contr
ary to the natural law and it 
is not therefore surprising 
that human bodies are often 
ill-adapted to it " - Hence 
AIDS and cervical 
cancel=! 

Racists are already 
demanding measures to 
protect citizens from the 
disease brought here by 
' foreigners' . Japan and 
Saudi Arabia are the first 
two countries to change 
their immigration laws to 
include an AIDS test for 
visitors. 



10 Mfl'.ITANT 16' October 1987_ 

[Russia and Eastern Europe 

Oppressed minorities 
• 
I revolt 

R USSJA AND eastern E u
rope have recently bee n 
shaken by outbreaks of 

unre st amo ng 1iatio nal minori
ties . 

By Pat Craven 

In the USSR t he re have been 
ant i-Russian demonstrations bv 
Cri mean Tartars . a nd in the Bai
lie sta tes of Estonia. Lithuania 
and Latvia. Last year the re were 
riots in Kaza khstan a nd distu r
bances in Kirghizia and Molt.la
via. There has also been a ri se in 
the emigration of both Jewish and 
German-speaking Soviet citi-
ze ns. 

H urni.a rv and Rom a ni a a re 
lockct.l ~in «1 dispute over Hunga
rian speaker!- in Tran,ylvania. 
Bulgaria is trying to forciblv assi
milate it~ Turkish mino ritv. And 
Yugos lavi a is wrac ket.I by 1iatio na l 
co nflicts which could threate n th e 
un ity of the state . 

As in capitalist co untri es. such 
prob lems ar i ~e at times of eco no 
mic and social cris i~. Th roLH!hout 
eastern Euro1x. de. rite the ad
va ntage of a planned economy. 
the incompetence and corr upti on 
of the rulin g burca ucrac\ ha s led 
to slow eco~nomic growth. short
ages ant.I tcstering social pro
blems. 

This ha~ led to profound dis
co nte nt. which these tot a litar ia n 
regimes provide no outlet fo r. So 
in areas where there is a nati ona l 
minority. in the absence of anv 
wo rkin g-cl ass leaders hip fighting 
for work e rs· democrac\· and an 
end to bureaucratic privilege. op
position to the regime can take a 
nation a li st form . 

8 
eforc the Russian Revolu
tion. Lenin stressed the 
need for a ce ntra lised but 

democrat ic. unita ry , wo rk ers· 
state to start the co-nst ruction of 
socia lism. He a lso made clea r th at 
this cannot be co mpleted wi thin 
the confines o f a single sta te . 

On the basis of t he world 
market created by capitalism. in
te rn a ti o na l revo lution is necess
a ry to carry th rough the transition 
to socialism. 

But recogni sin g the great na
t ional diversity of the Tsarist em
pire and the repression of na
tional minorities perpetrated by 
the o ld regime, he a lso committed 
the Bolshevik Party to defend the 
right of any natio na lity to inde
pendence. o r whatever degree of 
autonomy the majority of that 
nation demanded. 

··Moslc ms of Russia, Tartars of 
th e Volga and the Cri mea. Kir
ghiz and Sarts of Siberia and 
Turkesta n . Turks and Tartars of 
Trans-Ca ucasia. Chcchens and 
mo untai n Cossacks" proclaimed 
the soviet govern me nt of Lenin 
and Trotsky: ·'All you whose 
mosques a nd shri nes have been 
t.lestroycd, whose faith and 
customs have been vio lated bv 
the tsars and oppressors of 
Russia. 

"'Henceforward your beliefs 
and customs, your nat io nal a nd 
cultural in stitutions a re declared 
free and inviolab le. Build your 
nationa l li fe freely and without 
hindrance. It is yo ur right. Know 
1hat your right. like that of a ll the 
peoples of Russia. wi ll be pro
tected by the might of the revo lu-
(!On 

This had the effect of under
mining the appeal of natio nalism . 
The workers and peasants 
overwhelmi ngly supported the 

19 I 7 revolution, co nfident that 
their national iden tity would not 
he suppressed. 

Under the bureaucratic 
counter-revolution led by Sta lin . 
however. the situation began to 
change. Sta lin prcsiclcd over the 
ruthless persecution of national 
minorities as part of the 
bureaucracy's suppression of a ll 
potential oppositi o n . 

Today's bureaucracy a re reap
ing so me of th e consequences . 
The Kaza khstan ri ots followed 
th e sacking of a corrupt loca l 
bureaucrat and hi s replacement 
by a Russian. The local bureau
cracy were able to exploit anti
Rus~ian feel in gs amongst a sec
tion or the peasantry to oppose 
Moscow's appointment. 

he present discontent 
a mong the Crimer:n Tartars 
st t' JTl!-- from the forcible 

rem oval of 400 .000 of them from 
the Crimea to centra l Asia in 
I 944. Former Russian leader 
Krushchcv ad mitted in 1956 th at 
100.000 Tartars had died in the 
process. 

The 1.9 million Germans a re 
descend ants of imm igrants in the 
tim e of Catheri ne the G reat. who 
settled around the Volga. After 
the revolution there was an Auto
nomous Volga Republic of Ger
man speakers . It was abolished by 
Stalin and its inh abi tants were 
moved. 

Now there is a dema nd by some 
for ex it visas. So far this year 
3.700 have been issued. 

l n the Baltic republics. the rec
ent demonstrations were to com
me morate their forcib le incorpo
ration into the USSR in 1939. 
afte r the non-aggressio n pact be
twee n Hitler and Stalin. 

The establishment of the three 
small states of Lithuania. Latvia 
and Esto ni a after the first world 
war was part of a strategy by the 
leaders of the major capitalist 
powers. They hoped that th e 
creation of weak capitalist states. 
corresponding to the various 
natio na lities in eastern Europe. 
would provide a buffer between 
revo luti o na ry Russia and weste rn 
E urope . 

This was another example of 
'Ba lk ani sati o n· , the creation of a 
patchwork of unstable. reaction
ary statc le ts. Some of today's 
conflicts stem from decisio ns such 
as putting multi-lin gual Transylv
an ia into R omania. a Turki h 
min ority into Bulga ria and a n 
Albanian comm un ity into Ser
bia. 

Tra nsylvania has for centuries 
bee n ho me for a variety of na ti o
nalities . including Rom ani ans. 
Jews, Germans , Hungari a ns and 
Armenians, with a tradition of 
to lera nce. Now one of th e most 
repressive Stalin ist regimes of ea
ste rn Europe , Ceaucescu's 
Romania. is ruthlessly suppress
ing the Hungarian minority. a nd 
·encouraging· Germans a nd Jews 
to emigrate in return for hard 
cur rency from the west. 

Eve n mo re brutal has bee n the 
Bulgarian bureaucracy's attempt 
to suppress the Turkish minority 
of 781,000- just un der ten per 
cent of the population . 

The bureaucracy does not eve n 
admit the ex istence o f a Turki sh 
popul ation . T hey have ba nned 
the Turkish language and trad i
tional dress and forced at gun
point those with Turkish names to 
apply for new identity cards with 
Bulgarian iscd names. 

Crimean Tartars demonstrate on Moscow's Red Square. 

Shopping queue in Bucharest, Romania . 

I 
t is in Yugoslavia. however. 
that the national question has 
erupted with the greatest 

force. The creat ion of Yugoslavia 
at the e nd of the first world war 
was a step away from 'Ba lkanisa
tion'. It united severa l small sta
tes with parts of the fo rm er Aus
trian e mpire under an autocrat ic 
mo narchy. 

Jn the second world war, Hitler 
and Mussolini disme mbe red the 
countrv and imposed a re ign of 
te rror . The victory of Tito' Com
munist partisans led to the crea
tion of a bureaucraticallv de
formed workers· state. It was 
modelled on that of Stalin. but 
because it was Tito's forces a nd 
not the Red Army which won th e 
victory. it was not a client state of 
Moscow. 

T o attempt to overco me the 
nati o nal riva lri es , the bureau
cracy created a federation of six 
au to no mous republics , and two 
·autonomous regions ' within the 
Serbian republic. I nstcad of one 
ce ntra lised bureaucracy , as in 
other Stalinist states, the re a re six 
co rrupt and incompete nt 
bureaucracies , creamin g off the 
wealth created by t he workers 
and vyi ng with each othe r fo r a 
greater share of the country's 
reso urces . 

Agai nst the background of 120 

per ce nt inflation. a nd a new 
austerity programme just an
nounced. ineq ua lities between 
diffe re nt regions have widened . 
Kosovo is th e poorest of a ll. 
There 80 per cent arc A lbanians, 
th e on ly no n-Slav Yugosla
vians. 

Serbs have te nded to be better 
educated, and hold a d ispropor
tionate number of th e better 
paid jobs. But now the two mil
lion Alba nians-more people 
than in Albania itself- have 
started to fight to escape from 
th eir poverty . In 198 1, Albanian 
students rioted . demanding fu ll 
autono my for the province. 

Jn turn. the minoritv Serbs · 
claim that they a rc the oppressed 
nationality. being forced out of 
their homes by A lba nians . Some 
20 .000 Serbs have left Kosovo in 
the last five years. 

The regi me has cracked down . 
with 35,000 A lbania ns in court 
si nce 1981 charged with ·counter
revolutionary activiti es ' . a nd stu
dent e nro lme nt has been 
drastica ll y cut. But this has not 
satisfi ed Serbs . who have staged 
demonstrations in both Kosovo 
a nd Belgrade , demanding more 
drastic action against the ' intimi
dation· of Serbs by Albanians . 

Now the Serbian Communi st 
Party top has split , with Belgrade 

Party chief Pavlovic being ousted 
by ha rdlin ers for questioning the 
o ppressio n of the A lbanians. 

T 
he co ntinuin g fai lure of all 
the Sta linist regimes to res
o lve this basic question or 

national ri ghts is symptomatic of 
their failure to ove rcome the fun
damental contrad ictions of their 
societi es. The socia li st planned 
eco nom y. which represe nts an 
historic Jdvancc ove r capitalism. 
cannot be developed to its full 
potential when it is run by an 
unelected. privileged and corrupt 
laye r of officia ldom. 

Workers lack th e most basic 
democratic right s. have no con
trol over the econo my or the state 
and arc consta ntl y paying the 
price for the burea ucracy's mi
smanageme nt in th e form of 
sho rtages and cuts in li vin g sta n
dards . Without the co nscio us in
vo1ve mcnt of the workers in the 
running of industry and society 
there can be no soluti o n . 

But th e re is no way forward for 
natio na li st move me nts in these 
sta tes. Eve n if it were possible. 
secession wou ld be a backward 
step. In fact . the bureaucracy 
wou ld mobilise a ll the resources 
of th e state to crush any such 
move. 

Only th e work ing class. uniting 
all nat ionalities a nd using its posi
tion as the creator of the weal th 
on which the elite feeds, has the 
powe r to overthrow its oppresso r 
and reestab li sh the kind of de mo
cracy created in Russ ia afte r 
19 17. 

In such a society , eve ry nat ion
a litv would be guaranteed the 
ri ght to se lf-determination. But 
the re moval o f bureaucratic d icta
torship and econom ic adva nces 
wou ld red uce and, with the 
sp read of the revolution interna
tionally. eliminate the de mand 
for this . Workers would reap the 
benefits of a system whose res
ources we re democratica lly 
planned and used to benefit the 
whole of society. In stead of na
tional fragmentation , the basis 
will be lai d for a socia list federa
tion of the Ba lkans and Easte rn 
Europe. and a social ist world 
federation. 



India moves 
against the 
Tamil Tigers 
THE SUDDEN outbreak of mass 
killings in t he eastern province of 
Sri Lanka has provoked the Iil
dian army to move into action 
against the Tamil Tigers (L T T E), 
the largest Tamil guerilla group. 

By James Long 

This crisis blew up when the Sri 
Lankan government decided to 
transfer from Jaffna to Colombo 
17 L TTE members captured in a 
boat, allegedly carrying weapons, 
travelling from India to Sri 
Lanka. Rather than face impri
sonment in Colombo, 12 com
mitted suicide a nd five attempted 
suicide. 

In revenge the L TTE killed 
eight government soldiers they 
were holding prisoner, a nd last 
T uesday announced they were op
posing the 29 July lndo - Sri 
Lankan accord. At the same time 
a wave of racist massacres was 
lauched on Sinhalese civilians liv
ing in the Eastern province, as 
well as a ttacks on some Sri 
Lan ka n 5oldiers and pol icemen . 

The a ttacks on Si nh a lese civi
lians have been indisrriminate. 
T hey seem designed to drive Sin
halese out of the Eastern province 
and provoke a Sin halese backlash. 
in the hope that this would force 
the Indian Peacekeeping Force 
(IPKFJ into clashes with the Sri 
lankan forces. While the L TTE 
office in Madras, Ind ia, has 
denied responsibility, there is little 
doubt that the LTTE did i:arry out 
these murders . 

But far from bringing the IPKF 

- ' 

' ,. 

into conflict with the Colombo 
government these attacks have 
resul ted in the IPKF moving 
against the L TTE itself. The Sri 
Lankan government is keeping its 
forces in their barracks and is 
relying on the IPKF to crush the 
opposition to the accord among 
the Tamils. 

Having committed themselves 
so far to trying to bring the 
guerilla war to an end ~ the Indian 
government cannot afford to re
treat. It will therefore move to 
crush any resistance by the L TTE. 
The L TTE' s racist massacres and 
the desire of the majority of the 
Tamil popula tion for peace will 
allow the IPKF to isolate and 
stamp out opposition by the gue
rillas. 

Opposition 
But while the IPKF will most 

probably be able to defeat the 
current resistance , opposition will 
later mount when the Tamil and 
Sinha lese masses begin to under
stand that the accord has done 
nothing to solve the social pro
blems which lie at the root of the 
ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. 

The workers' movement in Sri 
Lanka today has to explain that 
the accord is designed to help prop 
up the capitalist governments in 
India and Sri Lanka. It is necess
ary to campaign to unite the Sin
halese and Tamil workers a nd 
peasants in a st ruggle in defence of 
democratic rights; for better liv
ing conditions and a socialist fu
ture . 

Tigers ' leader Prabakaran (left) . A price of 1 million rupees (£20,000) has 
been put on his head. 

Militant Marxist 
Weekend School 

London 27 - 29 November, 
University of London Union, 
Malet Street London WCl 

Featuring debate celebrating 70th 
anniversary of the Russian Revolution , 
on Sunday at 2.00pm 

Militant v Marxism Today 

Can Gorbachev's 
reforms succeed? 

Whole wee kend costs: £9 waged; £7 unwaged. 
Cheques to: MWES 3-13 Hepscott Road, London E9 

WATCH BBC's Omnibus series on Glasnost and the Arts for an insight into 
state coercion of culture under Sta linism and the effects of Gorbachev's 
reforms. (BBC1 Friday 16, 10.20pm is on artists, and the fol lowing Frida y on 
writers .) 

Last Friday Russian film directors talked cand idly about censorship and 
the ci nema, and raised some interesting questions-will g lasnost lead to a 
new period of original and unfettered film-making ? It also illustrated the 
workings of the bu reacracy and the methods used for co ntrolling the 
dissemination of ideas. 
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Tibet what lies 
behind the riots? 
VIOLENT CLASHES in 
Lhasa, capital of Tibet, have 
revealed sharp tensions in Chi
na's biggest Autonomous Re
gion, and suggest a new period 
of instability. 

By Lynn Walsh 

The clas hes arose from a natio
na listic de monstrat ion led by 
Buddhist priests (lamas) on J 

October. China ·s National Da y. 
They reportedly chanted: " This is 
Tibe t. a free and independent 
nation ... One tour ist. however, 
said the e nsuing riot wa~ ··cx
tremelv racist ," with ordinmv 
C hinese bei ng beaten up and 
stoned. 

Figh ting erupted when the 
po li ce a rres ted several la mas. 
Thousa nds gathe red a nd joined 
the a ttack o n th e police sta tio n . 
Pri sone rs were freed a nd the 
building burned down . The 
police. a t a cer tain po int . o pe ned 
fire o n the crowd . The conflict 
left between 6 and 20 dead , with 
scores injured. 

Repo rts from to urists , varyi ng 
o n man y o f the deta il s, were la te r 
confirmed o n key po ints by the 
official C hinese medi a . 

The Lhasa demo nstra ti o n coi n
cided with the priva te visit to 
Washingto n of the D ala i La ma, 
the exil ed leade r o f Tibetan 
Buddhism. While Reaga n repu
di ates any support for hi s 
·government-in-ex ile· , there a re 
pl e nty of se nators ready to pro
mote the Lama as a cha mp ion of 
freedom. 

But wh a t connection is the re 
between th e grieva nces of people 
in Tibet and th e exiled Da la i 
Lama? St ruggles by nati o nal 
minoriti es a rc in evi tabl e in a Sta
linist state like C hin a. But who 
ca n really be lieve th at the 
ad he re nts of a n ex il ed ·god-k in g' 
ca n o ffe r a way forwa~cl ? -

T he key to thi s puzzle li es in 
the country's peculi ar histo ry. 
Mountainous a nd spa rsely 
peopled . it for ms a remote but 
strategica ll y impo rtant buffe r be
twee n Chi na a nd In dia. 

Soon after Mao ·s regime came 
to power in China in 1949. the 
Reel Army moved into T ibet. T he 
soci a l changes carried out by the 
revolution. primari ly the abo li
t ion of la ndl ord ism. were ex
tended into Tibe t. 

The domination of the Chinese 
state over Tibet was restored. 

'Red Guards' during the Cultural 
Revolution. 

through a combination of military 
action and negotia ti ons. A b ri dge 
was o pe ned between this a rcha ic 
land and the highway of modern 
developme nt. But it a lso e nded a 
misty e ra o f virtu a l independe nce 
for a la nd with its own distinct 
language. culture. and na tio na l 
identity. 

The regio n ca me unde r the 
co ntrol of the C hinese emperors 
in the eighteenth ce ntury. But 
ce nt ra l control was loose ned by 
the breakdown of C hin ese socie
ty. a nd vanishe d durin g the 
1911-49 republic . which was co n
vulsed by multiple revo luti o ns 
a nd wa rs. Tnsul atecl from these 
events . Tibet's independe nce was 
consoli dated under th e theocra ti c 
rul e of th e Dalai Lama . 

Exploitation 

The spiritua l head o f Tibetan 
Buddhism rested on the ma te ri al
istic feet of local la ndlords . Their 
entrenched feuda l system was 
marked by even mo re barbarous 
exploitation and cultura l back
ward ness than C hina itse lf. 

How cou ld such a reaction ary. 
a nd hi s prese nt-day successor, be
come the figure head for popular 
revo lt ? Only beca use the prc>
gressive social changes in T iber 
have a lways bee n directed fro m 
above bv ·a rulin g bureaucracv 
pursuing. its own -nati o na l inte'
rests . While obliged to grant vary
ing degrees of forma i au ton o my . 
the bureaucracy ultimately re-

gards nationa l min o rities as sub
ject peoples. 

Had a ge nuin e Marxist pol icy 
on nat iona l and re ligious rights 
been fo ll owed, combined with 
wo rkers ' and peasants ' demo
cracy. the revolu tio n would have 
wo n the ove rwhe lming support of 
Tibetans. 

Bureaucratic methods 
howeve r, enfo rced by the 
Chinese army. le d to a national 
rebellion in 1959. Togeth er with 
th e Dala i Lama, thousands fled in 
th e aftermath of its suppression. 
Since then , new roads . improved 
agriculture. education . and in
creased regional autonomy. have 
undoubted ly gained the regime a 
basis of support. Under the Deng 
Xiaoping leadersh ip refo rm s in 
the region have recent ly been 
speeded up . 

But deep fee lings of na ti o nal 
oppressio n and re ligious persecu
ti o n re mai n . During the mis
named Cultural Revolutio n in 
1966-67, for in sta nce , man y 
Bhuddist te mples -shrines to the 
devout. but in a ny case monu
me nts of great historic value
were wantonl y smashed. 

Buddhism 

Historica ll y, Tibet's nation a l 
cu ltu re is inseparab le fro m 
Buddhism . National aspirations 
have lo ng bee n cloaked in saffro n 
robes. T he regime 's inability to 
resolve popul a r grievances has. in 
the abse nce of a co nscio us leader
ship. once aga in brought mystica l 
fanat ics to the fore. 

A widespread revolt seems un
li kely a t th e mo me nt. But Tibet 's 
instability poses a dilemm a fo r 
th e C hinese leade rs : Clamp down 
o n the o ppositio n . which has evi
de ntl y been e ncouraged by recent 
reforms? Or speed up th e re
forms . to preempt worse 
upheavals? 

Diffe re nces on th is issue will 
probably sharpen th e struggle 
ove r policy a nd positio ns between 
riva l factions at the fo rthcoming 
13th Congress of the Ch inese 
Comm un ist Party. Wh atever 
they decide , the Chinese 
b ureaucrats arc doomed. like 
their cohorts in Russia and Ea
ste rn Eu rope. to fo llow the zig
zag path of reform and reaction -
unt il the advent of the wo rke rs' 
democracy. 

Protest grows in France 
TENS OF thousands of workers 
arc expected to take part in a 24-
hour public sector strike in France 
on 15 October . 

O riginally called by the minor
ity Force Ouvriere union in res
ponse to r ank and file pressure, 
the strike has now won hacking 
from the biggest trade union fede-

ration , the CGT . This is the latest 
in a series of protests by workers 
against the right-wing Chirac gov
ernment. On I October, 100,000 
workers joined a day of protest 
called by the CGT. A week ear
lier, print workers staged a na
tional one-day strike in protest 
against fines imposed on the CGT, 

wh ich the union is still refusing to 
pay. 

The Chirac government, still 
licking its wounds after its defeat 
by the students last December, 
remains bitterly divided as the 
protests gather momentum in the 
run-up to next year's presidential 
election. 



Publicity dept 
Dear Comrades, 

One Fridav I went to 
Hatfield pit fo.r my usual pit 
sale, one of thl: branch of
ficials called me across and 
bought a copy of the paper. 
He complained about the 
Labour Party conference 
and said the Party had been 
taken over by a bunch of 
middle class 'yuppies ' who 
were trying to get rid of 
socialism. 

He then took the paper 

into the union box, ten 
minutes later he came out, 
stood with me and started 
telling all the lads they 
should buy the Militant 
several did. 

The more the right wing 
try to drag the Party to the 
right, the more the working 
class will fight to retain 
socialism within the 
Party. 
AJ Peterson, Doncaster 

Supporting Wall 
The following lette r was 
published in the Bradford 
Telegraph and Argus: "Sir. 
I find your remarks about 
our candidate for Bradford 
North quite in sultin g to the 
intelligence of the people of 
the said constitue ncy. Ap· 
parently they read his bro
chure demanding hi gher 
pensions for th e old, more 

houses to be built, decent 
wages and jobs, estates re
paired . 

If we like that sort of 
thing we wi ll vo te for it. Pat 
Wall has been cleared by 
the people that matter. 

W Brook 
PS. I am not a member of 
the Labour Pa rty or Mili 
tant. " 

Vita I I uxu ry 
Dear Comrades, 

The other day I read that 
a man had won the Mirror 
Bingo, a sum of a round 
£ 15-£20.000. He was 
asked what he would do 
with the money. have an 
expensive holiday? a flash 
car? or a ny of the other 
luxu ries workers can only 
afford if they win such 

Classified 

~ 
20p per word, minimum 10 
words. Semi-display £3 per 
column centimetre. Three 
weeks for the price of two. 
Milit ant meeting ads free . 
All advertisement copy 
should reach this office by 
first post on Friday, the 
week before publication . 

D Wanted NUM branch/ 
strike badges in exchange 
for Kent badges, or to buy. 
Contact Peter Jaconelli, 13 
Dryde n Rd, Dover, Kent. 

D Islington Fightback confe
rence. Saturday 17 October 
10am to 5pm. Islington 
Town Hall. Conference to 
build a local ca mpaign 
against government cuts. 

D West London flat avail
able. 1 o r 2 comrades 
wanted to buy into a shared 
2 bed flat in Hounslow, near 
tube. Contact Ian O'Hara, h) 
568 8639 w) 577 0555 x128 

0 Coventry South East La
bour Party Rally for South 
Africa. Sunday 18 October, 
Hillfields Community Centre, 
Yardley St, 7pm. Speakers: 
Dave Nellis! MP and Cam
paign for a Social ist South 
Afri ca. 

SALEP publications 

amounts. no. 
He said he was pleased 

he had won so he could 
afford a cataract operat ion , 
as he couldn ' t get one o n 
the NHS , and before he 
won the bingo he couldn't 
afford to go private . 
David Mirchel/, 
C/eerhorpes. 

D"Militant for Labour and 
Youth" enamel stud badges 
now available £1 each. Red 
plastic fighting fund collect
ing tins £1 each . A3 size 
posters of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, Trotsky and Lu xem 
burg , 50p each. Stickers 
available in rolls of 250; 'Kick 
out the Tories ', 'No slC1ve 
labour on YTS', £2 .50 per 
roll. All available from fight
ing fund dept, 3/13 Hepscott 
Rd, London E9 5HB. For all 
orders add 25% p&p. 

D Wanted co-op and green 
shield stamps. Loose , part or 
full books. All proceeds to 
the fighting fund . Send c/o 
Militant circu lation , 3/13 
Hepscott Rd, Lond on E9 
5HB. 

Militant meetings 

0 Yorkshire Militant Wo
men's Weekend School. 21-
22 November. Residential 
school concentrating on tra
de union isues, particularly 
privatisation. Also world 
economics and women in 
the labour movement. 

All meals included £7.50, 
deposits needed. Limited 
places, contact Iris Barrow, 
44 Windyhouse Lane, 
Manor, Sheffield . Tel 
640095. 

0 Southampton Marxist dis· 
cussion group. Wednesdays 
12.30pm. 7 Goodwin Close, 
Millbrook, Southampton. 
Creche provided . Thursdays 
7.30pm. Tel 786879 for de
tails. 

Sifuna Konke Marx is t study guide (3 sections).... . ........... ............ . £1 + p&p 
Isolate the South Africa n Bosses SALEP broadsheet .. ....... .......... .......... ..... 20p + p&p 
SALEP's socialist education work-why does the labour t-' .__ .: NEC want to ban 
it?. . ..... .. .... ... . ............. .... ..................... . ..................... 40p +p&p 
ASINAMAU pamphlet exposing the bosses' arguments for paying poverty 
wages ..... ... .. .. .. .......... .. .. . ..... ....... . ........ .... 30p + p&p 

Videos 
All videos for hire £10 LPYS and Women's sections. £20 LP's and trade unions. 
The launch of COSATU! 1985 launch of the Congress Of South African Trade 
Unions 
South African Workers Struggle! Film of chemical workers' struggle against the 
relocation of their factory to a cheap labour bantustan by a major multinational ; 
NUM education caucus and tile 1987 NUM Congress. 
Women fight apartheid and capitalism! Footage of women in struggle in the 1950's 
and of strike action in 1986. 
Mayfair VVorking class whites in a suburb of Johannesburg struggle against 
government plans to relocate them under the Group Areas Act. 
Goldfields Super-exploitation of SA mineworkers by a major British m ultinational. 
We Live like Dogs The life and conditions of a black South African mineworker. 
Please return videos immediately after use. 
Post and Packing rates : 50p and under...... ......... ..... ................ ...... . ................. 20p 
£1 ............ .......... ...... ............ .... . ··················· ·· ·· ······· ·· ·· ·· ······· ······· ······· ······ · ...... 40p 
Each subsequent £1 ........... ......... ...... .. ... .... ... .. . ... .... ......... ..... ............. .. ............... 20p 
Over £10 .... . ............. ..... ........ ... ......... ................. .. . .......... .. Free. 
All cheques payable to SALEP, PO Box 77, London ES 4TB. Tel 01 241 0434. 

The fading Sta r 
Dear Comrades , 

Were you as surprised as 
I was when Tesco a n
nounced they were dropp
ing adve rtising fro m the 
·n~w look' Daily Srar? One 
look at the wage slips o f 
women workers in th e ir 
cha in of supc-rmarkets 
wo uld question their sud
den commitment to wo
me n ·s e man cipat ion. But 
th e Tesco public re lations 
men have assured us they 
were shunning the Srar 
because it was now ·offens
ive to women 

I think the Tesco ad men 
had more to do with it. 
Now the Dail1· Srar 
joining up with the S1111day 
Sparr, has floated along the 
gutter. and gone comp
le tely down the drain to 
the sewer. so the market 
the Scar is aimed at has 
changed dramatica ll y. 

No longer a 'fami ly 
tabloid. the sleazed up Srar 
is now a imed exclusively at 
·young men under 2-r 
(Guardian Media page. 5 
October). Need less to say . 
not many women are goi ng 
to be interested in a rag , 
th at has page to page tits 
a nd bums. topless 15 year 
old schoo l gir ls and sicke n
ing rape storie s triv ial ised 
to the le ve l o f a cheap thrill 
for some moron to read in 
hi s tea break. 

The Tesco ad men a rc 
not goin g to throw 
hundreds of thousands of 

Tesco and the Daily Star - both offensive to women. 

pounds buying ad space in a 
newspaper en totall y un
read by th eir advertising 
target group - ho usewives. 
T hey withdraw their con 
tracts and the Tesco public 
relations team score some 
PR Brownie points with 
their pious denunciations 
about th e ·degradatio n of 
wome n· etc. 

Equally nauseating is 
that the Daily Star a nd Sun
day Spor(s sister papcr 
thc Daily Express and Sun
day Express-are still 
churni ng out their right 

wing lectures about ·mor
ality. loweri ng standards , 
young people today, bla h 
blah blah· from their pom
pus editorial columns. A 
deafening si lence greets the 
filth pouring off their own 
presses in the shape of the 
Daily Srar. Soft porn is OK 
w he n you can make mil
lions in profit out of . it. 

As Sir John Junor , edito r 
of the Sunday Express 
would say .. Pass the sick 
bag Alice ... 
Bob Wade. Sec. NUJ Broad 
Le fr. 

Photo: Militant 

No to policy purge 
Dear Comrades, 

It is no accident that the 
recent attempts to 'moder
nise' the Labour Party and 
redefine socialism appears 
in the September/October 
Economist, the journal of 
big business. 

In an article 'To the aid 
of the Party' big business 
gives this ad vice to our par-

Finding a 
decent job 
Dear Com rades . 

Recentl y I dropped in on 
an old workmate who T 
had n' t see n for a whi le . 
Joe. an ex -Longbridge shop 
steward . was telling me 
how difficult it was trying to 
get a job. He said : "Take 
street cleaning . that used to 
be an o ld man·s job. yet the 
other dav 1 got cha tting to a 
you ng lad who was sweep
ing up ne ar my st reet. I 
asked him how he felt 
about hi s job. he rep li ed 
'we ll . a job·s a job and at 
least I' ve got a few boh in 
my pocket , but there is one 
thing that bothers me . My 
girlfriend thinks I've got a 
decent job and while I'm 
out on the streets I dread 
the thought of being 
spotted with my cart" ,. 

So much for the yuppie 
epidemic , dockers earning 
£400 a week and so called 
'Boom ing Britain '. 
Les Kuriata, Birmingham 

ty leader: " Mr Kinnock 
must master his left-wing 
and modernise the Party ' s 
structure . He made a pro
mising start on the left at 
the Partv's Bournemouth 
conferenc.e two years ago, 
launching into the noisiest 
left-wing group, the Mili
tant Tendency". But this 
hasn't gone far enough for 

the capitalist class, they also 
suggest "for years under 
Clement Attlee Labour 
maintained a strict dis
cipline over Party member
ship and removed the party 
whip from those MPs who 
stepped out of line. Mr Kin
nock should consider reviv
ing the practice. , . 
Neil Williams, Cardiff 

Felicity Dowling going into conference to appeal against her 
expulsion from the Party. 

Dear Comrades. 
During the five minute 

ad journ1'11en t in the c losed 
sessi o n at Labour Party 
confe ren ce to a llow delega
ti o ns time to decide h~1w 
they should vote on Felicity 
Dowling's expulsion . a 
fierce argument \\"<IS clearly 
overheard amongst the US
DA W delegates~ 

It appea red that the Gen
e ral Secretary. Garfield 
Davies. didn ' t think it 
necessa ry to even bother 
consulting the rest of the 
delegation on how the 
352.000 USDA W votes 
shou ld be cast , as far as he 

was conce rned Felic ity 
Dowling was guilty. 

So me lcft-\\·ing delegates 
thought that at the very 
least a vote on the ma tte r 
was in orde r. but thi s was 
refused. Eventually Davies 
agreed to take a vote which 
re su lt ed in 17-7 in fa 
vou r. 

So the vntes went in fa
vour of the expu lsion. but 
thi s example clearly 
demonstrates the un ease 
th a t existed in the hall to 
yet anoth er ex pul sio n tak
ing place. 
By conference delegates 

Dear Comrades . 
My o rganisation was 

one of those that took 
part in the yout h consul 
tation this summer. I 
wrote to Joyce Gould in 
support of the proposals 
put forward by the 
LPYS . and received a 
reply saying th at our 
·v iews will be conside
red · . 

Arter watching the 
vouth de bate at~ Part\' 
conference on TV. it".~ 
obvious that the consu l
tation was not hing but a 
sham. The right-wing 
didn ' t give a damn fo7· 
our views despite the 
massive 85 per ce nt res
ponse in support o f the 
YS. This con temptible 
attitude is aimed a t all 
left wing activists a nd 
wi ll not stop at the 
youth. 

We now have this so
ca lled 'policy review' in 
which th e fundamentals 
of socialism a re going to 
be put in the melting 
pot. Neil Kinnock pro
tests that there's going to 
be ·no bonfire' with par
ty policy , but judging by 
the vicious attack on the 
YS, it certainlv smell s 
like November ,fifth has 
come earJvl 
George K:1 el/, Secretary 
Newsome Labour Party 
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Department of Health and Social Security in crisis. 

Tory right plan privatised 
ALARMING PLANS to 
privatise areas of work in 
the OHSS have been rev
ealed. John Moore, the 
Social Services Secretary 
and the man who wanted 
to privatise the sewers in 
1983 is looking into 
' establishing the en
terprise culture within 
the DHSS'. 

By Simon Dennison 
(CPSA DHSS Exec 
member, personal 

capacity) 

Thi s is pre, um a bly th e 
-,a me e nte rprise culture 
that has be e n rc,po nsibl e 
for pove rty. un e mpl oyment 
and low wa!!e ~. forcing mil
lio ns to cl a in1 socia l security 
bene fit in th e first place . It 
\\·ill mean lowe r 11·agcs. 
poorer co nditi o ns and ~job 
losses for ch·il servants \\·ho 
admini ster the benefit 
-;vstcm . if implemented. 

The To ri es clearly ai m to 
launch a mas,i\·c attack o n 
trade unionism in the 
DHSS. Plans to co ntract 
out benefit payments . the 
co ll ection of atio nal Insu
rance contributions that a rc 
unpaid or in ar rears. co m
puter work. internal a udit 
and ·office suppo rt · service'> 
\\·iii be a disaster for clai 
m;mts a nd staff alike. Of
fice support services in
clude ·a range o r messe n
ge r. portering. security 
handyman. recepti o nist 
and rout in e c le ri ca l tasks-. 

benefits system 

Intolerable pressures exist on both sides of the barriers. 

feet . 
The plans to privatise 

Na ti o nal Insurance would 
\·irtu a ll v c lose co ntributi o n 
">ections in local offices. 
The !!OVc rnm c nt wants to 
!!i\·e -this work. currc ntl v 
Jone bv members of the 
C i\·ii and Public Services 
Association (CPSA) and 
the Societv of C ivil and 
Public Sen:·ant' (SCPS) to 
debt co ll cc ti fl !! aQencics . 

The privati,7tti on or ·rou
tine clerical task s· is not 
fullv explained but wou ld 
certai nlv mean t he co n
tractin!! out o r the use of 
a!!e nc\:- <aatl to do mos t. if 
ll~)t th e ma joritv. of th e 
L·ierical \\·o rk \\·hi.ch will be 
,implifi ed due to changes in 
the "Kial sec urit v svstcm 

Th e study by the Depart
ment sta tes that thcv wel 
come the ·freedom to use 
bureau or co ntractor staff 
and ·more flexibility over 
the mix of o ffice se rvice 
grades (a nd job desc rip
tion s at tac hed to them)-. 

Quit e clca rl v the To ri es 
\\ill use pri vat isati o n to try 
a nd end trade uni o ni sm in 
the DHSS bv the use of 
no n-un ion labo ur . Thcv sec 
the uni on o r!!anisation in 
the DHSS ~s a major 
obstacle to thei r plans to 
cut benefits. services and 
jobs. 

stcnt ly over the last few 
vears. Many str ikes have 
iaken pl ace -o n a range of 
issues. The Departme nt is a 
powde rkcg that could erupt 
at a ny tim e. The gove rn
men t will see k to under
mine unio n action to im
prove cond iti o ns by bri ng
ing in no n-union Jabour. 

Consultants 

a ll co mputer programming 
for future projects . It was 
no accide nt that all the staff 
re moved were acti ve in the 
C ivi l Service pay campaign 
whilst the scabs remained 
in post. The Tories wanted 
these SCPS members out of 
the sensitive area of new 
techn o logy. 

Co ntract clea ning. a lrea
dv introduced to most Civil 
Service establishments has 
led to low sta ndards. The 
cleaners a rc low paid and 
often have inadequ ate tim e 
o r numbers to do a decent 
job as compa ni es keep their 
profits high but costs low in 
o rde r to wi n the contract. 
The threat to privatise po rt
eri ng. messe ngers and 
sec urity . grades organ ised 
bv the Civi l Service U nion. 
\\:oulcl hm·c a simil a r ef-

The docume nt argues 
that ·many local offices no 
longe r need their full time 
security guards' except in 
certain inner city offices. 
CPSA membe rs even in so
call ed quieter areas face 
aggravation from an un
derstandably frustrated 
public and securi ty guards 
are required for the smoot h 
running of offices. 

The fin ancial be nefits to 
the Department a re doubt
ful. The service to the 
publ ic , which in rea lity the 
DHSS o nly pays lip service 
to , would get worse. 
However , the advantages 
of side-steppi ng the unions 
and an organ ised work
force. the use of fl ex ibility 
of numbers , flexibility of 
job descriptio n , the abi lity 
to hire , fire and re locate a t 
random are what the gov
ernment wants. 

a nd the introduction of new 
technology. 

. Because or the poo r co n
diti o ns D HSS workers have 
to \\·ork und e r. \\·ith intole r
ab le pre. surcs a nd low pay. 
CPSA me mbers have 
e lected a Broad Left le a
dership in the section consi-

Whilst the doc ument 
avoids a nv direct me nti o n 
of this. the ir intentio ns arc 
clear. 85 staff wo rkin g o n 
new technologv simulation 
at Lvtham St- Anncs we re 
rem oved from their work 
\·irtually ove rnight a nd pri
vate consultants Arthur 
Ande rso n were brought in 
to do their work. 

The Tori es will privatise 

Tensions 
C ha nges in social secur

ity regul atio ns will increase 
tensio n in a ll areas of the 
country. These proposa ls 
\\·iii decimate jobs in th e 
predominantly lowe r paid 
a re as of the DHSS, orga
ni sed b\· the CPSA and 
CSU. -

The Civil Service uni o ns 
must fight to e nsure that 
jobs and services a re not 
privatised and th e study be
ing run never sees th e li ght 
of day. The Tories· attempt 
to bring the ·enterprise cul
ture ' into the DHSS must 
be stopped. 

'I have never felt so helpless' 
I'i THE DHSS office where I 
work . the training for the Income 
Support System. has caused 
chaos. 

Our six Supplementary Benefit 
sections are manned by inexpe
rienced staff. because those with 
experience are all being placed 
onk1 the conversion teams. The 
problems are double-sided in that 
the Supplementary Benefit staff 
are findin g it very difficult to cope 
with the growing workload and 
the backlogs . 

One young man decided he had 
had enough and left the office at 
two o"clock last Fridav afternoon 
and went home. There were six 
claimants waiting to see him. He 
felt he could not cope and just !eft 
without telling anyone! 

Then there is the marked 
increase in threats to the staff. In 
the last two weeks three women 

staff members have had to be 
escorted to their cars or to the 
station due to threats from clai
mants to meet them outside. 

By a London DHSS worker 

On the other hand, who can 
blame people for losing their 
tempers when they are treated like 
cattle. One woman with three 
children under five sat in our 
reception for over five hours be
fore she received a payment , 
despite making repeated requests 
to have her claim dealt with ur
gently. 

One man who came into the 
office at 9.30am had to leave at 
3.15 in the afternoon, before rec
eiving his payment, so that he 
could collect his children from 
school. 

Yesterday I had to try and 

expla in to an 81 year old , chro
nically sick woman why she 
couldn ' t have a grant for a fridge. 
The only way I could help this 
woman was to contact social ser
vices to try and arrange a home 
help for her, so that her shopping 
could be done daily. I was car
petted for this. Apparently it 's not 
my job! 

I have argued in circles over the 
case of a woman with two small 
children whose only source of 
heating is her coal fire. To use this 
she needs to have the chimney 
swept. She has only been in the 
property six weeks, so it wasn't 
her responsibility before. As it is, 
the chimney is unsafe, but my 
supervisor wouldn't let me use my 
discret ion and allow a grant for its 
sweeping . Neither will we allow a 
grant for a gas fire. Why? Because 
she has a coalfire! So the woman 

and her children are left without 
any source of heat unless she risks 
their lives by lighting a fire. 

I have never felt so helpless as in 
these last few weeks. If I didn ' t 
believe in the ideas of Marxism, I 
would have given up by now. 

Spending halved 
IT HAS just been revealed that 
single payment awards to those on 
Supplementary Benefit have been 
slashed by more than half. These 
grants, for essential items such as 
furniture , cookers and beds 
amounted to £31 million last Au
gust, but by June of this year this 
figure had fallen to only £14 mil
lion. The new criteria brought in 
by the Tories which have resulted 
in this cut are creating even more 
misery and hardship for the poo-

rest sections of society. 
Worse is planned by the Gov

ernmeat, however in the form of 
the Income Support System, a 
fancy name for another benefit 
cut , which is scheduled for next 
April. This will mean an end to 
single payments, to be replaced by 
'social fund loans ' which will have 
to be repayed out of the claimant 's 
benefit. 

Every Department of Health 
and Social Security (DHSS) office 
will be given an annual budget 
which it won't be allowed to ex
ceed . The Family Income Supple
ment is to be replaced. 

These plans , not yet law, are 
already causing problems for 
DHSS staff, who are under into
lerable pressure as it is. To make 
matters worse, the Tories now 
have plans for widespread privati
sation in the Department. 
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West Glamorgan withdraw sackings, but not cuts. 

Firefighters force 
council backdown 

The fight is on to save the fire service. 

IN A DEAL reached at 
the arbitration service, 
ACAS, West Glamorgan 
County Council have 
agreed to re-instate the 
360 firefighters sacked 
after taking protest in
dustrial action over 
cuts. 
By Matt Wrack and Rab 

Chalmers 
(FBU personal capacity) 

The entire labour move
ment will we lcome thi s 
decision . Following the 
sackings, firefi ghters 111 

many brigades throughout 
the country took "emer
gency calls only" action in 
sympathy with the sacked 
FBU members. 

It was disgraceful that a 
Labour authority like West 
Glamorgan should adopt 
tactics worse than those of 
Rupert Murdoch. The Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) 
must now deJlland tha~ the 
West Glamorgan membe~s 
receive full pay for the time 
when they were locked 
out. 

The agreement reached 
means that the FBU has 
called off a ll industrial ac
tion over a proposal by the 
County Council to cut fire 
cover with the loss of 48 
wholetime jobs. The pro
posed cuts will now go to 
the Home Office. 

However. all changes in 
establishment schemes (the 
number of firefighte rs . sta
tions and engines) already 
have to be agreed by the 
Home Office . As the Coun
cil have said , they have 

withdrawn nothing. In 
other words .. thc Counci l·s 
proposed cuts still threate n 
the Fire Service in West 
G lamorgan. 

The FBU membership 
voted by over 80 pe r cent to 
take industrial action 
against these cuts and thi s 
iss ue has not gone awav. 

The FBU h~a s expos~d 
the role of the Home Office 
on many occasions. FBU 
Conference has adopted a 
po licy of non co-operation 
with Home Office 
Inspectors because their 
role was to try to find new 
ways of making cuts. 

Over the next period all 
Fire Authorities will be re
quired to complete the 
same review of fire cover 
as was carried out in West 
Glamorgan. 

'Review' 
Under these · reviews 

each Fire ~.rigade will as- . 
sess the risk cat<;:gories in its 
area. Each street is catego
rised according to building 
density , construction, type 
of occupancy etc and then 
graded A ,B,C or D risk. 
The amount of each risk 
category determines how 
many Fire Stations, engine~ 
and firefighters are 
needed . 

The government will ob
viously use these reviews as 
a way of making cuts. 
Other brigades will face th e 
same attacks as West Gla
morgan and larger brigades 
co uld lose an even higher 
number of jobs. 

The FBU in West Gia-

morgan should be app
lauded for its stand against 
the cuts.The magnificent 
vote for industrial action 
shows that it is possible to 
build a fi ght against job 
losses even where no 
redundancies a rc in
volved. 

The FB U has a lso led 
simi lar struggles in other 
areas.The Union nationally 
has to campaign to ensure 
th at any such fight receives 
full support. 

Unfortunatclv. West 
Glamorgan Council have 
given the green light to 
other Aut horiti es who want 
to take on the FBU. If the 
Union campaigns us!ng 
partial industria l action 
(emergency calls on ly or 
partial stoppages) the 
employers will think they 
simply have to threaten or 
enforce a lockout to force 
the Union to back 
down. 

The threat .of a lockout 
or the sacki1ig 'of any of our 
members should lead im
mediately to a recall Confe
rence to launch a campaign 
for national strike action. 
* Demand full back pay 
for the West Glamorgan 
firefighters. 
* Fight all job losses and 
all cuts. 
* Condemn the action of 
West Glamorgan County 
council - the FBU has to 
demand that Labour Fire 
Authorities resi st govern
ment cuts. 
* Full support to any bri
gade taking acti on against 
the cuts. 

Swansea 
resolute 
ARMY 0 FIREMEN 4 read 
the score sheet in the win
dow of Morriston fire sta
tion in Swansea , before the 
dispute was settled . 

The members of the 
"Blue watch" were sca
thing about the level of fire
cover being provided by the 
Army. The 30 year old 
green goddesses were a joke 
and as for the specialised 
RAF Cutting Crew, "they 
haven ' t even got a tin 
opener." one fireman com
mented. 

Several of the antique 
goddesses have arrived at 
fires to find the real profes
sionals in the fire service 
already tackling it. The fire
fighters were determined to 
carry out their public duties 
until they were forcibly 
ejected from the station if it 
had been necessary. 

The labour movement 
must equal the FBU mem
bers' determination in en
suring that West Glamor
gan's Labour council does 
not do the government's 
dirty work in reducing the 
level of fire cover. 

By Carol Hopkinson and 
Bill Williams 

(Swansea Trades Council 
and NALGO, personal 

capacity) 

Stop BREL 
butchery 
No more 
ghost towns 
THE BRITISH Rail Engine
ering (Brei) works at Cre
we is to close within the 
next two years, accord
ing to information we 
have been given. 

Brei management deny 
this and claim they have 
no closure plans. Their 
denials will cut no ice 
with the 2,800 workers 
currently employed here 
who remember manage
ment's claim only a few 
months ago that there 
would be no more redun
dancies at Crewe- 1,020 
were announced on 22 
September. 

One young worker 
who has just completed 
his four year apprentice
ship described the whole 
affair as: "Devastating 
news, not just for the 
Brei works but for the 
whole of Crewe". 

The first time he ac
tually heard anything 
about the redundancies 
was on his way to the 
night shift when he was 
stopped by a BBC Radio 4 
interviewer and asked 
how he felt about the job 
losses! 

The irony is that this 
year is the 150th anni
versary of British Rail at 
Crewe. The local council 
has organised a big herit
age festival officially 
opened by the Queen 
and British Rail them
selves organised an open 
day at the works which 
had 36,000 visitors. Now 
they appear to be closing 
the place! 

The unions at Brei have 
set up a campaign com
mittee and a public meet
ing has been organised 
for 30 October at the 
Oakley Centre. 

A campaign of opposi-

tion to Brei management 
plans would get massive 
support from workers in 
Crewe- the whole town 
has been built up around 
the works. Its closure 
would have a knock-on 
effect similar to that 
which has devastated so 
many mining communi
ties. 

There has never been a 
better time to start a 
fight back in this town. 
Health service workers 
are moving into opposi
tion to the latest cut
backs being carried out 
locally. 

The unions have orga
nised a march from the 
centre of Crewe to the 
regional health authority 
headquarters this Friday, 
16 October in protest at 
cuts totalling £400,000 
over the next six months 
and £1.5 million over the 
next three years. 

The last meeting of the 
health authority decided 
on the closure of three 
wards at the general 
hospital and a geriatric 
ward in an outlying 
hospital. The area has al
ready got some of the 
worst hospital waiting 
lists in the country. 

Local trade unionists 
want to link these two 
fights into a general 
struggle to save the 
town. A massive cam
paign of meetings, 
leafletting and canvass
ing would get mass sup
port. 

Trade unionists in Cre
we will be calling for a 
day of action, a one day 
strike in the town as the 
first step in the campaign 
to stop the decimation of 
a formerly world famous 
industrial area. 

Derby threaten_ed 
KEVIN CHU~CHILL spo ke 
to a ~~.rkef ~,t the threa
tened BREt · works at 
Utcn.urch, Derby: 

"Morale is rock bot
tom. The majority would 
come out if there was a 
strike, it's the young 
people who are saying 
enough is enough. The 
unions s hould fig ht, not 
just the NUR, but a ll the 
unions . The Labour 
members should be 
pushing as well, before 
they close down 
Litchu•ch Lane and loco 
works . 
. "If they send all work 

out to trade it would cru
cify all aspects of rail 
work in Derby, and it 

would affect the rest of 
the economy ~ in Derby, 
same as . when . Royce's 
was hit in the '70s. 

Weeding 
"Management said 

they will get voluntary 
redundancies, but that's 
not true . What they do is 
push people out. They 
put people onto 'pool 
gangs' and send them 
out weeding and clean
ing out sheds and try to 
demoralise them, then 
they push them out. I 
personally think they will 
try and do the same as 
the Coal Board, and push 
out the activists." 

Liverpool right victimise bin workers 
THE STRIKE of Liverpool bin
men at Smithdown ya rd is conti 
nuing into its second week. 
Management are out to provoke a 
dispute. 

They first sacked two lads for 
allegedly demanding money to 
take rubbish away. This was on 
the evidence of one woman. 

In the last week they have 
sacked a further five men to-

ge ther with a driver. for alleged ly 
putting rubble in the back of a 
lorrv. The dr ive r alone has 39 
yea;.s· se rvice . At the mome nt the 
binmen, membe rs of GMB 
branch 200 a re just keeping 
Smithdown yard out while orga
nising a lobby for the rest of the 
depots. 

Militant spoke to members of 
GMB branch 200 about the dis-

pute and what li es behind it: " We 
think management are trying to 
provoke a dispute to ,ry and 
soften us up for future privatisa
tion. 

'"By sacking people they a re 
probably trying to keep staffing 
levels down , thus cutting costs , so 
that an in-house tender will be 
more competitive. They are try
ing to save their own skins at our 

expense. 
"The current annual spending 

budget is £ 13 million a yea r. Ap
parently some private firms are 
talking about £8m to do the job. 
Our management will be trying to 
cut £5m off the costs. They can 
only do that by sacki ng around 
625 workers and taking on the 
union. 

" We will not accept privati sa-

tion. A lot of the lads are wishing 
we had a council like the old one~ 
One lad said to me: ' I wish we 
had Hatton back.· 

" Another lad wanted to know 
why we could not go to the 
council and sort problems out like 
we used to. This council has got 
to decide whose side it 's on . the 
workers · or the Tories· ... 



I Industrial reports 

Miners: Step up action against 
bosses' code 
THE NATIONAL Union 
of Miners' overtime ban 
in opposition to British 
Coal's new disciplinary 
code is having some ef
fect in the Western Area, 
particularly on Littleton 
colliery. 

By Littleton NUM 
members 

Coal production is repor
ted ly on ly 4 per ce nt down 
nationall v but there has 
been a IS per cent drop in 
the Western Arca and it is 
27 per cent clown in L ittle
ton. 

More coa l is usuall y cut 
at wcekcn<ls at this pit so 
the ban is hitting harder 
than elsewhere. Moreover 
there arc only two faces 
here (rather than the usua l 
three. one for standby) so 
management have no alter
native~ to fall back on. 

East 
End 
health . 
reprieve 

WHILE SOCIAL Se rvices 
minister .John Moore was 
telling the Tory faithful of 
his commitment to the NHS 
and privatisation in the 
same speech, hundreds of 
local people marched 
through the east end of Lon
don to protest against a 
proposed cuts package for 
the London Hospital. 

The march got great sup
port from local people. 
Moore's claim that there 
wasn 't enough money to 
rnre for people who can ' t 
afford private medicine is 
sick when you look at the 
spivs' paradise in the City 
of London a mile down the 
road. 

Stringent 
The proposals include 

losing 108 beds, closure of a 
children ' s ward al Mile End 
and two theatres at Whi
techapel and fewer bone 
marrow transplants . Tower 
Hamlets health authority 
met to discuss them that 
evening (8 October) to cover 
£ 1.5 million "overspend
ing.·· 

The DHA rejected the 
package, probably hearing 
in mind the demonstration . 
Hut the general manager 
\\·ho thought up the package 
sa id that this would only 
mean more stringent mea
sures later. 

The London BLOC con
ference on 24 October will 
be the first opportunity to 
meet other workers, tenants 
and Labour Party members 
to organise a concerted 
fightback against cuts and 
privatisation. (Sec details 
back page.) 

By Matt Howarth 
(Bow and Popla r LPYS) 

The NUM Committee 
and the Power Group meet 
regularl y at Littleton to 
coordinate the ban . Activ
ists have produced helmet 
sti ckers with the t ime of 
snap br..:aks on them . .. Sup
port your union -stop for 
snap .·· This makes sure that 
product ion stops during the 
20 minute breaks. 

Rumours 
But manageme nt arc do

ing their worst to try to 
break our action. One of 
the faces here is in poor 
condition so the union has 
given management flexibil
it y on work which needs to 
be done on safety 
grounds. 

The other face is in per
fect condition and we have 
given nothing on this. But 
man agement arc pressuris-

ing miners to come in early 
so we can strip on face for 
the full 7 and a quarter 
hours. They also want us to 
strip over on Sunday 
nights . 

Thei r main tactic is ru
mour. They say the pit is in 
danger. eve n though 
normally its production 
costs arc well be low the 
British Coal target of£ 1.50 
per gigajoule. Other pits. 
they say, are coming in 
early an<l not stopp ing for 
snap . Other areas. they 
say. arc losing nothing and 
eve n breaking producti on 
records . 

We need coordinated na
tional leadership. 

Nationally we hould 
tighten up on the ban to 
make it clear that going in 
early is a move towards 
flexible working hours , 
which is just what the 

Three years after the miners' 

management want. 
At the same time we 

need to stop the manage
ment rule by rumour by 
reporting what is happen
ing in every area, even if 
this is only a sheet of paper 

"If it's militant to fight" 
A T A MEETING of over 
I 000 workers to discuss the 
future of the Roya l Ord
nance Factory , Enfield , an 
AEU member was given a 
tremendous respon se when 
he called for a fight aga inst 
closure. 

Th is was in stark contrast 
ro the position argued by 
TGWU national officer 
Jack Dromcy who kept say
ing that although he would 
·prefer' a campaign oppos
ing closu re he would under
~t~ nd if members voted 
against. He wa~ see n as 
offering lit t le more th an 
mc,sagcs o f condo lence 
and trying to convi nce 
worke rs that there was no 

Free 
Trade 
Wharf 
Strike 
AFTER YEARS of nose
diving living standards. the 
building boom in London 
dock lands has allowed 
build ing workers to ge t 
better condit ions through 

•strong site organisation 
parti cularly on Laing·s. 

By Danny Walsh 
(U G296 branch London 

region UCATI 
and Joe Stewart, 

(UG042 branch, personal 
capacities) 

Long running battles like 
H ays Wharf paved the \\'a} 
for the current dispute at 
Free Trade Wharf. Wapp
ing. Beca u~c management 
plan to wheedle out the 
best union activ ists . 3U 
bricklayers and hod carri ers 
have been told they arc 
down the road. even 
though Laing·s have got 
mil es of work on sites in 
this area. 

hope . 
The AEU steward called 

for a campaign, pointing 
out that a month before 
closure was . announced, 
union officia ls had advisee! 
acceptance of 2-3 year pay 
deals to keep al l the facto
ries together and stop them 
being picked off one by 
one. But that was precisely 
what was happening. 
now. 

He called for a cred ible 
campaign. not one which 
begged for support from 
T ory MP~. to safeguard 
jobs and future cond itions. 
building on nat ional unity 
o f ROF workers and loca l 
support. Jack Dromcy 

Trade unionists fighting for 

When thev heard of the 
redundancies, all 50 blokes 
clownccl tools and appealed 
to other Laing's workers. 
By Friday 2 October , over 

repli ed by attacking him 
with greater ferocity than 
he attacked the bosses cal
l ing it "typical ultra left'' 
and saying ··r dare say we' ll 
be hearing th is in the pages 
of Mi/ita111." 

"If it' s militant to fight 
for your j ob and factory, 
rm militant ... the steward 
replied. Not surprisingly 
given the absence of a lead 
from national and local of
ficials. the ca ll for a fight 
\\'as defeated. But many 
peop le now sec the need 
for o fficials who are in 
touch with their member
ship's st ruggles. 
By a Mi/irant reporter 

union strength in docklands. 

150 were on strike. Wha
tever happens in this dis
pute. it could bring to a 
head all the bitterness bu il t 
up over the last few years. 

strike the message is the same. 
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for every member. Our national officials must 
If we don't take action go round the coa l fields 

we can lose the propaganda putting our case over to the 
battle wh ich management members and building con-
takc very seriously. Mana- fidcncc to step up the ac-
gement even have a video tion and beat the bosses· 
at our pit putting their case. plans . 

News in brief 
Beeline 
ls uses 
DRIVERS OF the private 
'Beeline Buses' in Man
chester recently took 
unofficial strike action 
after one of them had 
been suspended . Jackie 
Ch esney and Lynne Wor
thington spoke to some 
of them about their con
ditions. 

Suspensions and sack
ings have taken place for 
the smallest things. 
Drivers have to work 
through their dinner 

Borden 
plastics 
WORKERS AT Borden UK 
factory at Chandlers Ford 
near Southampton have 
been on strike for three 
weeks after the UCATT 
branch secretary at th is 
plastics firm was 
sacked . 

He had com plained 
about inadequate ext rac
tion methods for dange
rous fumes which can 
cause dermatitis, sore 

Jehovah 
witnesses 
a sit in 
A SMALL but remarkable 
example of the combativ
ity of working people 
was shown in a recent 
industrial dispute in Port
smouth. 

The double glazing tra
de is not known as an 
arena of industrial con
flict and strife. So it was 
a surprise to hear of two 
days of industrial action 
at Lynhams Windows. 
These self employed 
workers, telephone and 
street canvassers, who 
have little job security 
held a sit-in strike for 48 

hours, often eating 
dinner wh ilst driving the 
bus. Some routes have 
been nicknamed the 'Sui 
cide runs' because of at
tacks which have taken 
place. 

Hours have increased 
whilst pay has stayed the 
same. There are hopes of 
a rise after Christmas but 
this is not defi nite . Du ring 
the recent dispute, some 
of the drivers from 'Little 
Gems' mini-buses, a rival 
company, exp ressed 
their support . This raises 
the future prospect . of 
workers in different firms 
coming together to fight 
for better pay and condi
tions. 

throats, eye and respira 
tory problems. Manage
ment gave the dismissed 
worker fifteen minutes to 
leave, after this the work
force all walked out. 

After a secret ballot 
voted overwheimingly 
for action, the strike has 
been solid. Don't let the 
employers trample over 
health and safety. Mess
ages of support or dona
tions to Borden strike 
fund, c/o UCATI, 54 Hen
stead Road , Southamp
ton. 
By Barry Needham and 
Steve Hatherley 

hours over a delay in pay
ment of a bonus worth 
on average £25, and over 
dire working condi
tions. 

The owners, three fer
vent Jehovah's Wit
nesses could not bring 
about a settlement even 
with God on their side 
and the firm had to pay 
up! 

This militancy in what 
is usually seen as a back
ward trade should give 
warning to any boss who 
thinks the working class 
is finished that when the · 
big guns of our class 
move, even God won't 
be able to help capital
ism. 
By John Holt 
TGWU Telephone 
canvasser 
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THE 21,009 Bradford 
North people who voted 
Labour, will be aston
ished at the attacks that 
have started inside the 
Labour Party, aimed at 
newly elected MP Pat 
Wall and Militant sup
porters in the con
stituency. 

By Militant reporters 

Before Pat had fini shed 
hi s maiden speech Ro nn ie 
Fie ldh ouse (ex-ch air of the 
party ) and Malcolm Waltan 
(ex-age nt ) had started di>
associating themse h·es 
from the ~\ 1P"s clear stand 
as a marxist sociali st. 

These ex-lefts \\·ere quite 
prepared to al!O\\" hundreds 
o f Youn g Social ists to \\ Ork 
ni(!ht and da1 to take Brad
ford :\orth back fr0m the 
Tories . 

Yet now 1\·hen work ing 
people ha\"C rallied to a 
clear socia li st ca ll in the 
electi o n. the1· arc under
minin g the · base of a 
democraticalh elected MP . 
Pa t Wall stood on a pro
gram me of fightin g 1011· 
pay. po\·e rty and 
unemployment. for an 
increase in pensions and a 
struggle aga inst rac ism. 

Voters of Bradfo rd 
North ha\·e e \"CI"\" right to 

,_. 
I 

expect unity of the Labom 
Part\· to a ll o1\· the ideas of 
socialism to be tested in 
practice. Yet thi s new right 
wing a re not prepared to 
accept a massi\·e \"O te of 
confidence that was gi\·en 
to the sociali st campaign on 
e lect ion day. Nor a re the 1· 
prepared io acce pt the 

Become a 
ilital\t 

supporter 
Ncime · · 

Address · 

Subscription rates: 

UK 13 issues £5 .50 26 
Europe 26 
Rest of World: 26 

issues £11 00 
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Return to the Circulat ion Department, Militant. 3 11 3 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

democracy of the loca l la-
bour 111 0\·e ment. 

Hav ing Jost the arnument 
th ey resigned their posi
ti ons so th at thev \\·e re free 
to appeal to tl1e nati onal 
right wing leade rs of the 
party to e~x pel good social
ists. supporters of the Mili-
1a111 and undermine Pat"s 

Donate 
I would like to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the fighting fund . 

Sell 
I would like to sel l 
papers per week i minimum 5 ) 
on a sa le o r return basis. 

Subscribe 
52 issues £22 00 
52 issues £30 .00 
52 issues £36.00 

M ake cheques payable to 
Militant. 

campaign . 

position. 
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Wo rk ers of Bradford 
Nort h a;e angry at the 
\\itch hun t. The. Labo ur 
Part\· does not belong to 
individuals. but to the "tens 
of thousands of Labour \"0 -

ters who turn ed out to \"Ote 
for Pat Wall. 

In ide: 
Liverpool council today 
Page 2 
Docklands building workers 
Page 15 

Record of a 
socialist MP 
THANK YOU, thank you, 
thank you starts one of the 
latest letters to Pat Wall 
from one of his constituents 
who whilst on remand had 
been locked up in isolation 
in Armley jail as a trouble
maker. The crime was to 
organise a letter-writing 
campaign protesting against 
prison conditions and in his 
own case, racial haras
sment. 

The Tory MP, Geoff 
Lawler had been dealing 
with this case since April 
and achieved nothing. Yet 
through research in parlia
ment Pat \\"all was able to 
challenge the use of rule -'3 
in that solitan confinement 
was designed ·r or protection 
and not as an arbitrary 
punishment. This gained 
immediate results. 

SHACKAT AHMED. 
Bangladeshi Youth Organi
sation rnluntary develop
ment officer. recently se
lected as local council can
didate for Undercliffe ward: 
"Pat is our l\lP. He was 
imited by the BYO to the 
post-election meeting to 
Yoice our unhappiness at 

such questions as poll tax 
and immigration problems. 
The meeting was attended 
by O\ier 70 adults and 
youngsters and was a great 
success. Compared to other 
MPs Pat Wall is much more 
down · to earth and deals 
quickly with immigration 
cases rather than sitting on 
them as Geoff Lawler used 
to do. He tries to get di
rectly invoh"ed in the com
munity.'' 

I'i AN important break
through Pat Wall has 
brought about new gui
delines from the DHSS for 
women recei\iing supple
mentary benefit. 

Women should register 
for work while claiming 
supplementary benefit 
otherwise they are deemed 
as being behind in their tax 
contributions and would 
lose hundreds of pounds in 
benefits. 

After Pat took up the case 
of his constituent she rec
ei\ied a giro for £531 per
sonalh for maternitv bene
fit with a change · in the 
guidelines benefiting 
women across the country. 

PAT WALL says: "I am opposed to an inquiry 
because both I and the Bradford North Labour 
Party have a long record of being opposed to 
witch hunts and expulsions. We are proud of our 
magnificent election campaign and I am per
sonally grateful to all those that helped out wha
tever their sort of socialism. 

"We won because of the hard work put in by 
local Party members, the Young Socialists and 
help from others. It is because we had a united 
campaign that we were able to take socialism 
onto the streets and defeat the Tories." 

Pat responded to reports in the Times: "With 
such a victory over the Tories what right do the 
trade union barons have to attack Bradford North 
and talk of deselecting me as the MP? Their 
members will have something to say about this 
as Bradford workers don't like to be dictated to 
from above. I have been elected for five years 
to represent the people of Bradford North. It 
took over five years to achieve this position. But 
as a newly elected MP I have every right to ask 
for more than five minutes before people start 
attacking me in the party. 

"I am very confident of the future. I have al
ways put my faith in the working class and they 
have given me a warm reception. If you stand by 
socialist principles you will be proven correct." 

Whatwestan or 
• The immediate introduction 

of a 35-hour week without 
loss in pay as a step 
towards the elimination of 
unemployment . 

._ Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive programme 
of public works O!l_ housing, 
education , the health ser· 
vice, etc. 

• A minimum wage of £ 120 
a week tied to the cost of 
living for all, including sick 
and disabled people. 

A socialist plan of produc
tion democratically drawn 
up and implemented by 
committees involving the 
trade unions , shop 
stewards, the unwaged 

and small business people. 

• Opposition to the capitalist 
Common Market, the EEC . 
For a socialist United States 
of Europe as a step towards 
a World Socialist 
Federation. 

• Workers ' management of 
the nationalised industries. 
These should be run on the 
basis of one-third of the 
places on the management 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry, one
third from the TUC repre
senting the w orking class 
as a whole, and one-third 
from the government. 

Opposition to the Tory 
government' s anti-union 

laws and reversal of at
tacks on the trade unions. 

• Massive cuts in arms spen
ding. Support for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament, but 
with the recognition that 
only a socialist change of 
society in Britain and inter· 
nationally can eliminate the 
danger of a nuclear 
holocaust . 

• Nationalisation of the top 
200 monopolies, including 
the banks and insurance 
companies w hich control 
80 per cent to 85 per cent 
of the economy. This 
should be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parliament 
with minimum compensa
tion on the basis of proven 
need . 


